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Parliamentary  D  ebates 

During  the  Fifth  Session  of  the  Fourth  Parliament  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  arid  Iitland^  and  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  the  Twenty-first,  appointed 
to  meet  at  Westminster,  the  First  Day  of  November, 
One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Ten,  in  the  Fifty-first 
Year  of  the  Reign  of  His  Majesty  King  GEORGE  th« 
Thu-d- 


HOUSE  t>F  COMMONS. 

Jlfofu2ay»  ilf ay  13. 

Rbpoit  of  the  Bullion  Committbs 
—-Mb.  Vansittabt's  RBsoLunoNt.]  The 
House  hftTiDg  reflolved  itself  into  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  whole  House,  to  consider 
farther  of  the  Report  which,  in  the  last 
session  of  parliament*  was  made  from  the 
Select  Committef^appointed  to  enqaireinto 
the  canseof  the  Hieh  Price  of  Bullion,  and 
to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
circulating  medium,  and  of  the  exchanges 
betw^n  Great  Britain  and  foreign  parts ; 
Mr.  Loshington  in  the  Chair, 

Mr.  VaauHttari  rose  and  addressed  the 
Committee  as  fellows : 

Mr.  Loshington;  The  Resolutions  pro- 
posed  by  the  learned  Chairman  of  tlte 
Bullion  Committee  (Mr.  Horner)  having 
been  rejected  by  the  House,  it  is  now  my 
duty  to  bring  under  their  consideration 
those  of  which  I  have  ^iven  notice,  and 
which  have  for  some  time  been  printed. 
I  shall  think  It  nnnecessaV]^  to  enter  a^ 
much  length  into  the  discussion  of  general 
principles  which  have  been  so  fully  de* 
bated,  and  upon  which  I  have  the  satis- 
faction to  find  the  opinion  of  a  great  ma- 
jority of  the  House  conformable  to  my 
own.  And  the  course  of  proceeding 
adopted  with  great  candour  by  the  learned 
gent.,  enables  roe  to  dispense  with  that 
minute  proof  which  I  am  prepared  to 
give,  by  a  reference  to  authentic  docu- 
menU',  of  the  troth  of  the  facts  stated 
in  my  proposed  Resolutions.  With  a  Tiew 
to  fair  and  convenient  discussion,  he  has 
prepared   a   series    of  amendments,   in 
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which  he  has  specifically  pointed  out 
those  facts  alledged  by  me,  which  he  dis- 
putes, and  has  brought  forward  such  othera^ 
as.  he  thinks  may  destroy^  or  materially 
weaken,  the  impression  of  the  chain  of 
historical  evidence  which  I  have  adduced* 

I  shall^  therefore,  consider  myself  aa 
justified  in  arguing  upon  every  fact  to 
which  he  has  made  no  objection  in  thos« 
amendments,  as  admitted  ;  and  only  calt 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  proof  of 
those  which  he  thinks  capable  of  being 
refuted  or  explained. 

But,  before  I  enter  upon  this  discussion^ 
I  think  it  necessary  to  remove  a  few  mis* 
apprehensions  which  have  occured,  and 
notice  some  of  the  arguments  which  have 
been  adduced  in  the  course  of  this  long 
protracted  debate.  For  in  proportion  aa 
the  supporters  of  the  Bullion  Report  have 
found  themselves  pressed  on  the  material 
points  of  the  case,  they  have  wandered 
into  extraneous  topics,  and  bad  recourse 
to  some  artifices  or  debate  which  it  is  not 
unnecessary  to  polht  out. 

In  the  first  place  it  has  been  obsenred, 
with  a  view  of  weakening  the  effect  of  my 
Resolutions,  that  thev  have  gone  throogb 
three  editions.  If  this  were  true,  and  if 
thealterationsi  ha4Diadehad  been  con- 
siderable, I  should  have  done  no  more' 
than  vvould  have  been  both  my  right  and 
my  duty  if  I  had  fallen  into  any  errors  at 
first.    The  fact,  however,  is  merely  this  : 

On  the  11th  of  April,  my  learned, 
friend  communicated  to  the  House  the  ge- 
neral substance  of  his  intended  Resolo- 
tions  :  on  the  '^A  they  were  presented  in 
their  present  form,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed.    On  Friday  th^  20tb«  my  Rt* 

(B) 


3]        HOUSE  OF  COMIdONS.  ibporf  tfOeBHOkm  Commitfee^ 


I* 


solutions  were  presented,  and  ordered  to 
he  printed.  The  discuvsion  being  then 
fited  as  early  as  the  Monday  following 
(the  29th),  I  took  the  liberty  of  request- 
ing that  the  printer  might  send  a  proof 
copy  of  my  Resolutions  not  only  to  me, 
but  to  those  gentlemen  whom  t  thought 
likely  to  take  a  leading  part  on  the  oppo- 
site side  in  the  discussion ;  and  this  mark 
cf  my  attention  and  respect,  to  which 
they  are  so  fully  entitled,  is  now  sarcasti- 
cally called  a  first  edition.  On  Monday 
the  29th,  the  Resolutions  came  from  the 
printer,  and  were  delivered  to  the  members 
ift  general :  and  this  n^akes  the  second 
edition.  The  debate  being  postponed  for 
a  few  days,  and  accounts  having  been  pre* 
sented  during  the  interval  which  enabled 
me  to  state  more  exactly  a  few  of  the 
4i^ms  mentioned  in  the  Resolutions,  and  to 
brhig  some  of  them  dowD  to  a  more  re- 
cent date  than  I  had  dorie  before ;  instead 
of  taking  snch  corrections,  tnd  a  few 
others  tnerely  varbal,  when  the  resolu- 
tions were  to  be  actnally  proposed,  Idesii^ed 
fbr  the  sake  of  general  convenience,  that 
they  might  be  reprinted : — and  this  fbrms 
th6  third  edition  ;  and  if  any  getitle- 
dian  will  take  the  trouble  of  compa^ring 
the  three,  which  I  think  those  who  bare 
iriiide  ihe  observatioti  cannot  have  done 
they  will  find  that  no  6ne  fkct  or  ar- 
gument has  b^en  altered,  with  ihe  excep- 
tion of  the  sums  I  have  mentioned.  I 
^tftte  this,  not  because  I  should  have  been 
unwilling  to  cionfess  any  error  into  which 
I  might  have  fallen,  or  should  now  feel 
a  repugnance  to  admit  any  amendments 
Which  could  render  the  Resolutions  more 
strictly  accurate,  but  to  show  to  what  et* 
|)edients  those  are  driven  who  wish  to  raise 
a  doubt  either  of  their  truth  or  their  im- 
portance. 

On  itnolher  point,  I  feel  more  anxiety 
not  to  be  misunderstood.  I  have  been  sup- 
posed to  use  strong  language  in  speaking 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Bullion  Com- 
mittee, and  even  to  have  insinuated  that 
they  coOntenanced  a  system  of  fraud  and 
perjury.  My  known  respect  for  all  the 
members  of  the  Committee,  and  the  inti- 
lAacy  and  friendship  \i^ith  which  I  am 
lionoured  by  several  of  them,  will,  I  trust, 
secure  me  from  any  suspicion  of  using, 
unless  through  mere  inadverfence,  any  ex- 
pression which  could  fairly  bear  such  an 
interpretation.  If  my  argument  had  not 
been  misunderMood,  it  woiild  have  been 
perceived  to  have  a  directly  .contrary 
meaiiing.    I  argued^  that  ihe  Committee 


could  not  seriously  mean  to  recoimnend 
the  repeal  of  the  BSsnk  Restriction  Act^  hi 
the  view  6f  tmproving  the  course  of  ex- 
change, without  previously  moving  for  the 
repeal  of  the  laws  which  prohibit  the  ex- 
portation of  our  coin,  because,  while  those 
laws  subsisted,  our  money  could  only  b« 
sent  abroad  by  a  system  of  fraud  and  per- 
jury,  which  it  was  impossible  to  suppose 
the  Committee  could  intend  to  co ante- 
nance  ;  and  without  snch  exportaUon,  no 
beneficial  effect  on  the  exchange  could 
be  produced.    But  I  have  thought  myself 
bound  to  avow  the  opinion  I  entertain* 
that  Che  publication  or  their  Report  haiu 
although  most  contrary  to  their  intentions, 
produced  effects  not  beneficial  but  injari- 
008  to  this  country.    For  what  other  pur- 
pose has  it  l)een  translated,  ctrcnlated, 
and  commented  upon  by  the  partisans  of 
France inevery  country inEorope }  What 
other  use  has  been  madeof  it  in  America  ? 

It  is  not  often  that  I  think  it  necessary 
or  becoming  in  a  member  of  parliameni 
to  itkte  the  private  motives  winch  induce 
him  to  take  the  part  which  he  thinks  it 
proper  to  do  in  a  particular  discussion. 
Bot  there  are  some /cases  in  which  those 
motives'  are  connected  with  the  c|oestion 
itself,  and  may  serve  to  illustrate  it;  and 
I  shall,  therefore,  take  the  liberty  to  men* 
tion  the  circuitastances  which  have  led  me 
to  cotne  forward,  as  I  have  done,  on  this 
occasion. 

Several  months  ago,  while  in  a  state  of 
mind  the  least  inclined,  and  the  least 
adapted  to  political  inquiries,  I  received  a 
sort  of  reference  from  one  of  the  ablest 
men  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  desiring 
my  opinion  of  the  Report  of  the  Bullion 
Committee,  which  had  just  fallen  into  his 
hands.  He  observed,  that  if  the  opinions 
of  the  Comnlittee  were  well  founded,  all 
his  ideas  of  the  resources  and  prosperity 
of  England  would  be  overturned : "  Toutes 
mes  idees  seront  boulevers^es/'  was  his 
expression.  1  answered  him,  that  I 
thought  the  Committee  had  fallen  into 
great  errors,  chiefly  by  applying  sound 
and  just  principles  of  political  economy  to 
facts  which  did  not  support  them;  and 
that  their  opinions,  if  adopted  by  parlia* 
ment,  would  produce  great  injury  to  the 
public;  and  1  very  shortly  stated  some 
reasons  for  thinking  so.  Subsequent  re« 
flection  and  enquiry  confirmed  me  in  the 
juJgmefit  I  had  formed  st  first ;  and  I 
found  so  large  a  portion  of  the  public  en« 
tertained  tht:  s  :me  s«^ntim(^nt«  Hith  myself, 
that  when  my  learned  friend  (Mr.  homer) 
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first  gave  notice  of  a  motion  on  the  tub- 
Ject  of  the  Report  of  the  Bullion  Com- 
sniUee»  L  really  belief  ed  ii  wm  his  in* 
lention  to  move  that  it  should  be  refer- 
red baek  to  a  Committee,  for  a  further  in- 
vestigation of  the  subject.  In  this  case  1 
entertained  a  hope  that,  if  I  should  bie  a 
member  of  that  Committee  I  should  be  able 
Co  propose  such  a  course  of  inquiry,  as 
might  either  induce  them  to  retract  some 
of  the  opinions  formed  last  year,  or  lead 
me  to  concur  with  them  upon  sincere  con- 
victioo.  The  answer  of  my  learned 
friend,  that  he  thought  no  further  inves- 
tigation necessary,  destroyed  those  hopes, 
and  left  me,  so  far  as  I  can  judge  of  my 
d^y  to  the  public,  no  other  alternative 
tl;an  that  of  stating  irmly  and  distinctly, 
though  I  hope^with  becoming  respect,  my 
cenVimeots  in  opposition  to  those  of  the 
Comi^aittee. 

In  it^e  many  long  and  able  speeches,  lo 
vhich  U^e  opinions  of  the  Bvllion  Com- 
mitue,  wUh  respect  to  the  removal  of  the 
Bank  restriction,  were  supported  by  the 
learned  chairman  and  some  of  his  col- 
leagues, it  is  extraordinary  that  the,  prac- 
ticability of  carrying  their  recommend- 
ation into  effect,  was  scarcely  touched 
«pon.  Bat,  indeed^  the  same  want'  of 
inquiry  into  this  qiost  important  point  ap- 
pears m  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee. 
They  called  the  Governor  and  Deputy 
Governor  of  the  Bank  repeatedly  before 
them,  and  examined  them  at  great  lengih 
aa  to  many  otiier  points  of  mere  opinion ; 
but  they  neither  a«ked<>f  (hem,  or  of  any 
other  witness,  a  single  question  as  lo  the 
practicability  of  restoring  the  cash  pay- 
ments of  the  Bank  in  two  years.  If  they 
thought  the  opinions  of  Bank  directors 
too  old-fashioned  and  erroneous  to  be  de- 
•erviQg  of  any  attention,  how  could  they 
propose  to  leave  to  them  the  uncontrolled 
execution  of  so  delicate  and  difficult  an 
operation  ?  On  another  point,  that  of  the 
limitation  of  the  issue  of  notes,  the  Com^ 
mittee  were  not  sparing  of  their  inquiries 
as  to  the  opinion  of  the  Governor  and  De- 
puty Governor.  A  considerable  part  both 
of  their  Report  and  of  their  speeches, 
has  turned  upon  it.  Two  of  my  hon. 
friends  (Mr.  U.  Thornton  and  Mr.  Wil- 
berferce)  have  assigned  that  opinion  as 
one  of  their  principal  reasons  for  support- 
ing the  Kesolutions  proposed  by  the  learn- 
ed chairman.  I  most  say  that  I  think 
the  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  have 
been  rather  harshly  treated  on  this  occa- 
tioo«  whea  JO  auidi  stocsa  hi*  beeo  laid  oo 


what  I  admit  to  be  a  hasty  and  incou-. 
siderate  answer  at  the  close  of  a  long  and 
severe  cross  examination  (which  answer^ 
however,  is  supported  by  the  authority  of 
Adam  Smith**^,  and  has  been  fully  ex*, 
plained  by  such  of  their  colleagues  m  the 
Bank  direction  as  are  members  of  this . 
House— Mr.  S.  Thornton  and  Mr.  Baring.), 

But  if  the  Comraitice  were  destitute  of 
any  evidence  respecting  the  practicability 
of  the  measure  they  so  earnestly  recom* 
mend,  we  are  not  without  such  evidence* 
We  have  had  the  advi^ntage  of  hearing  a 
geoiJeman  {hit.  Baring),  himself  a  mem« 
ber  of  the  Bullion  Committee,  himself  a 
Bank  director,  and  therefore .  combining 
an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  internal 
afiairs  of  the  Bank  fvith  the  most  exten* 
sive  knowledge  of  commercial  afiairs  ia 
gene/al.  He  has  told  us,  in  a  speech  full 
of  information  and  profoupd  research  inte 
subjects  of  finance  and  political  economy^ 
that  the  proposed  resumption  of  cash  pay- 
ments is  positively  and  absolutely  im^ 
practicable. 

This  it  may,  however,  be  said,  is  only 
evidence  of  opinion,  though  an  opinion  en* 
titled  to  the  greatest  weight  from  the  ta» 
lents  and  situation  of  him  who  gave  it* 
But  the  same  gent,  gave  us  evidence  of  a 
fact.  He  told  us  that  his  house,  one  of  the 
first  mercantile  houses  in  the  world,  car- 
rying on  the  most  extensive  correspond* . 
ence,  possessing  unbounded  credit  in  both 
the  hemispheres,  could  not  now  procure 
ten  thousand  ounces. of  gold,  if  they  would 
give  for  it  a  premium  of  fifty  per  cent. 

Oh !  that  he  bad  raised  his  warning 
voice  in  the>Committee  as  he  has  done  ia 
this  House  !  It  would  then  have  been  im- 
possible ibr  them  to  have  made  such  a  Re- 
port  as  they  have  done :  the  House  would 
have  avoided. this  long  and  painful  discus- 
sion, and  the  public  would  have  been 
spared  many  months  of  anxious  suspense 
and  uncertam  credit. 

Could  the  Committee,  after  such  a  state- 
ment, have  affirmed  in  their  Report ;  could 
the  learned  chairman  have  repeated  in  (lia 
speech,  that  .there  was  no  real  scarcity  of 
gold?  Yet  such  is  the  foundation  up^a 
which  all  their  fabric  r^sts. 

But  another  assertion  of  the  learned 
chairman  is,  if  pos&ible,  still  more  extraor- 
dinary. He  tells  us  the  Committee  only 
propose  a  mea&ure  of  experiuieot;  and,  if 
it  fails,  there  is  no  harm  doi^e.     Oh!  how 
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the  love  of  theory  ancf  syRiem  can  blant 
the  keenest  inteUect^atnd  cloud  the  brighteBt 
Understanding ! 

No  harm  done  by  an  experiment  which, 
ivhether  it  socceeds  or  fails,  may  occasion 
m  general  bankruptcy  in  London !  This  is 
no  visionary  apprehension  of  mine,  but 
the  deliberate  evidence  given  before  the 
,  House  of  Lords  by  his  colleague  and  sup- 
porter (Mr.  H.Thornton).  Tbathon.  gen- 
tleman now  tells  us  it  will  do  mischief, 
but  it  Hill  establish  a  principle.  A  prin- 
ciple of  what  ?  The  great  principles  of 
religious  and  moral  truth  are  fixed  and 
unalterable,  and  to  them  we  ought  to  sacri- 
fice every  other  consideration  :  but  what  are 
called  principles  of  political  economy  are 
no  more  than  maxims  of  prudence  col- 
lected from  observation  and  experience. 
Such  a  principle,  whenever  its  application 
is  mischievous,  is,  in  that  case  false,  how- 
ever true  and  important  it  may  be  in  other 
cases  apparently,  but  not  really  analogous ; 
and,  in  such  a  case,  to  adhere  inflexibly  to 
the  principle,  is  not  wisdom  or  firmness, 
but  blundering  pedantry.  The  great  ta- 
lent of  political  prudence  lies  in  the  dis- 
cernment and  discrimination  of  such  cases. 
The  Committee  cannot  say  t)iat  the  re- 
aumption  of  cash  payments  can  be  carried 
into  effect  without  such  a  reduction  of  the 
bank  issifes  as  might,  according  to  the  hon. 
ffentleman's  evidence,  produce  such  an  ef- 
fect. Not  only  the  obvious  reason  of  the 
case  shows  that  a  great* reduction  would 
be  necessary,  and  it  was  so  stated  in  the 
evidence  of  the  governor  and  deputy  go- 
yernor  of  the  Bank,  but  the  Committee 
themselves  avow  the  reduction  4>f  Bank 
paper  to  be  their  great  object. 

.  From  such  a  reduction  they  expect  a 
'melioration  of  the  course  of  exchange. 
That  it  would  produce  such  a  melioration, 
I  have,  on  a  fate  occasion,  expressed  my 
doubts.  I  have  since  been  triumphantly 
told  by  a  right  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr. 
Canning),  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer thinks  differently  from  me  on  this 
point.  It  is  true  that  be  appeared  to  me 
to  make  a  concession  beyond  what  the 
case  required.  He  admitted  that  a  great 
reduction  of  the  iisuet  of  the  Bank  would 
improve  the  exchange,  but  he  objected  to 
it  on  account  of  the  danger  with  which,  in 
other  respects,  it  mieht  be  attended.  I 
am  far  from  denying  the  general  tendency 
of  a  reduction  of  currency,  whether  me- 
tallic or  representative,  to  increase  its  va- 
lue, and,  in  consequence,  to  diminish  im^ 
jHMtif  and  ioorease  cxptrtSj  and  therefore 
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gradoally,  and  by  a  slow  process,  to   im- 

?rove  the  rate  or  exchange.  But  though 
agree  thus  far  with  the  right  hon.  gent, 
I  think  that  he  overlooked  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal elements  of  all  calculation  respecting 
the  intercourse  of  nations,  the  effect  of 
which  is  not  the  less  real  from  its  not  being 
capable  of  arithmetical  estimate  i  I  mean 
confidence. 

Supposing  the  diminution  of  our  cor* 
rency  to  have  the  effect  which  he  agrees 
with  me  and  with  the  hon.  gent,  near  me 
(Mr.  H.  Thornton),  in  thinking  it  would 
have,  that  of  occasioning  great  commercial 
distress  and  numerous  bankruptcies,  the  in- 
jury done  to  confidence  abroad  might  pro- 
duce an  unfavourable  effept  on  the  ex* 
change  more  powerful  and  more  rapid  than 
the  beneficial  operation  of  a  reduction  of 
currency  could  counteract.  Commercial 
embarrassments  would  occasion  a  fall  in 
the  value  of  government  securities,  suid 
particularly  of  the  funds;  foreign  stock- 
nolders,  as  well  as  other  foreigners  possess* 
ing  property  here,  would  take  the  alarm, 
and  would  be  desirous  of  withdrawing 
their  capitals,  even  at  tome  loss,  and 
bringing  home  their  property ;  and  thus 
the  general  balance  of  payments,  a|id  con* 
sequently  the  exchange,  might  become 
still  more  unfavourable,  notwithstanding 
som^  improvement  of  the  course  of  trade 
abstractedly  considered. 

On  this  point,  also>  we  have  to  a  certain 
extent,  the  evidence  of  facts.  In  1 783  and 
,  1796  and  7,  the  issues  of  the  Bank  were 
considerably  reduced ;  not,  indeed,  to 
that  degree  which  must  be  the  effect  of  an 
approaching  renewal  of  cash  payments, 
yet  sufficiently  to  produce  much  mercan- 
tile distress,  notwithstanding  the  abun- 
dance of  metallic  money  then  circulating. 
But  was  this  reduction  productive  of  any 
beneficial  efiect  on  the  exchange  ?  Far 
from  it.  The  exchange  continued  unfa- 
vourable till  rectified  by  other  causes  ;  in 
the  firstjipse,  by  the  peace  ;  in  the  other, 
by  the  peace  between  Austria  and  France, 
and  by  the  return  of  plenty  afUr  a  period 
of  dearth ;  and  in  both  cases  the  improve- 
ment of  the  dxchanffe  was  accompanied 
(but  I  admit  not  produced)  by  a  rapid  in- 
crease of  the  issues  of  the  Bank. 

In  discussing  this  question,  an  hon.  gent, 
opposite  (Mr.  Huskisson),  and  my  hon. 
friend  near  roe  (Mr.  H.  Thornton),  laid 
considerable  stress  on  the  example  of  the 
Bank  of  France,  which  they  recommend  to 
our  imitation,  as  another  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Sbarpe)  haa  doot  tha  conduct  of  Holland 
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mnd  Hamlmrgli.  Before  I  can  attach  any 
importance  to  this  case,  I  should  require 
aome  greater  security  for  An  exact  state- 
ment of  the  facts,  than  ai^  official  Report 
made  to  the  French  gofemment,  respect- 
ing transactions  in  which  the  conduct  of 
thai  icofernment  itself  was  involved.* 
The  Report  certainly  is  Very  well  written* 
amd  ingenious;  but  an  account  is  circu* 
lated  in  common  rumour  respecting  the 
causes  of  the  embarrassments  of  the  Bank 
of  France,  in  1806,  much  shorter,  and 
more  simple^  than  that  of  Mr.  Dupont.  It 
is  said,  that  the  French  emperor,  when 
about  to  take  the  field  against  Austria  and 
Russia,  in  the  autumn  of  1805,*  found  it 
convenient  to  possess  himself  of  the  cash 
reserved  by  the  Bank  of  France,  for  which 
be  gave  the  security  of  bills  accepted  by 
the  receivers  of  the  revenue :  that  the  Benk 
was,  in  consequence,  obliged  to  stop  pay- 
ment for  four  months ;  but  that  the  victo- 
rious event  of  the  campaign,  and  the  con* 
tributions  extorted  from  Germany,  enabled 
the  emperor,  after  that  term,  to  replace 
the  sums  advanced,  and  the  Bank  resumed 
its  ordinary  operations.  I  cannot  answer 
lor  the  troth  of  this  account,  but  it  carries 
no  improbability  on  the  face  of  i^ ;  and  the 
earnest  manner  in  which  Mr.  Dupont  de- 
precates all  interference  or  connexion  be* 
tween  the  government  and'  the  Ban^  na- 
turally leads  to  a  suspicion  that  some  such 
story  may  be  well  founded. 

But  admitting  his  representation  of  the 
case  to  be  exactly  true,  to  what  does  it 
amount  ?  First,  that  to  restore  its  payments 
in  cash,  the  Bank  of  France  was  obliged  | 
to  reduce  its  issues  from  ninety  millions 
of  French  money  (something  more  than 
three  milTions  and  a  half  sterling)  to  fifty- 
four  niillions,  and  soon  afterwanls  to  less 
than  forty  millions,  or  sixteen  hundred 
thousand  pounds. 

Secondly,  that  this  diminution*  so  tii- 
fling  in  iu  amount  in  the  vast  empire  of 
France,  plentifully  supplied  vt'ifh  metallic 
money,  and  so  little  depending  upon  paper 
circulation,  yet  produced  numerous  bank- 
ruptcies, and,  to  use  Mr.  Dupqnt's  own 
words,  most  fatal  effects  upon  commerce. 

Thirdly,  it  is  evident  that  the  deprecia- 
tion of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  France, 
which  took  place  while  it  was  obliged  to 
suspend  its  cash  payments,  was  a  depre« 
ciation  from  discredit,  and  not  a  deprecia- 
tion from  excess.  For  it  appears,  that  at 
the  time  when  cash  paymenu  were  stop- 

*  Vkle  Mr.  Dopoot's  Report 
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ped,  the  amount  of  notes  in  circolatida 
was  less  than  it  had  been  before,  and  the 
stoppage  immediately  followed  a  large 
advance  made  to  the  government,  throngh 
the  medium  (as  stated  by  Mr.  Dupont)  of 
merchants,  who  took  as  security  the  bills 
of  the  receivers  general,  and  gave  their 
own  bills  to  the  £ank.  It  is  not  extraor* 
dinary,  that  at  this  proceeding,  which, 
even  by  Mr.  Dupont's  account,  was  no* 
thing  like  a  fair  mercantile  transaction, 
but  nearly  resembled  what  we  call  ac- 
commodation bills,  and  which,  pt^rhaps, 
as  indeed  appears  by  the  other  accounts 
circulated,  was  exaggerated,  the  holders 
of  notes  took  the  alarm.  A  run  upon  the 
Bank  followed,  and  a  stoppage  of  pay- 
ment was  the  consequence. 

But,  for  the  sake  of  those  bon.  gentle- 
men who  hold  Mr.  Dopont's  authority  so 
high,  1  shall  take  the  liberty  of  citing  a 
short  passage :— "  Many  persona,"  says 
he,  ''  struck  with  the  inconveniences  off 
even  a  temporary  excess  of  notes,  have 
thought,  that  we  ought  to  limit  the  amount 
which  the  Bank  shall  issue :  to  keep  the 
tree  a  dwarf,  that  it  may  aflbrd  less  hold 
to  the  wind.  We  (speaking  in  the  name 
of  the  chamber  of  commerce)  do  not  par- 
take of  that  opinion.'' 

Mr.  Dupont  tells  us,  that  when  he  wrote 
(in  1806),  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land were  really  depreciated  to  the  ex- 
tent of  three  or  tour  per  cent,  but  that  this 
depreciation  was  almost  imperceptible 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  Now,  this  is  a 
most  valuable  discovery  for  those  gentle- 
men who  are  so  fond  of  depreciation,  be- 
cause that  to  those  who  have  fiiith  enough 
to  believe  in  this  new  imperceptible  kind, 
it  obviously  is  utterly  impossible  to  prove 
the  contrary. 

But  there  is  another  pauage  to  which  I 
should  desire  not  only  their  attention,  but 
that  of  the  House  in  general.  Speaking 
of  public  credit,  he  says,  it  is  at  present 
the  sole  support  of  Great  Britain. 

I  perfectly  agree  with  the  learned 
chairman  in  one  part  of  his  most  able  and 
eloquent  reply ;  that  in  which  he  com- 
mented on  the  conduct  (though,  indeed, 
too  much  countenanced  by  the  mode  of  pro* 
ceeding  first  suggested  by  himself)  of  those 
gentlemen,  who,  agreeing  in  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Committee,  and  supporting 
alibis  Resolutions,  except  the  last ;  yet  pro- 
posed to  stop  short,  and  merely  to  record 
the  existence  of  the  depreciation  of  our 
currency,  without  applying  any  remedy 
to  so  great  aa  oriL    If  the  fact  were  in* 


It]      HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  Ikporl  <^the  BtiOim  Commiuee-' 


c» 


deed  true,  I  am  sure  this  House  would  be 
greatly  wanling  in  its  duty  to  the  country, 
pod  would  justly  become  the  laughing- 
stock of  all  Europe,  if  it  were  to  rest  sa- 
tisfied  with  the  discovery  and  publication 
of  our  situation,  without  taking  any  mea< 
fliires  to  prevent  the  impending  ruin  of  our 
public  credit. 

Such  a  proceeding  is  justly  exposed  to 
the  comments  of  the  learned  chairman, 
and  cannot  be  defended  by  the  arguments 
of  the  hon.  gent,  near  me  (Mr.  U.  Thorn- 
ton), or  even  by  the  wit  and  eloqucn.ce  of 
the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Can- 
ning.) It  is  imposiuble  not  to  remark  the 
singular  compliment  paid  by  that  right 
hon.  gent,  to  the  learned  chairman,  whose 
reasonings  and  whose  Report  he  defend^^ 
He  oOered  to  tote  for  the  two  last  of  the 
Resolutions  I  am  about  to  propose,  on 
condition  that  I  would  accede  to  the  first 
seven  Resolutions  of  the  learned  chairman. 
However  justly  I  should  value  the  sup. 
port  of  the  right  hon.  gent.,  I  cannot  ac- 
cept it  on  the  conditions  of  recommending 
to  this  House  Resolutions  which  I  think 
erroneous  both  in  fact  and  law,  and  of  de- 
priving my  own  practical  Resolutions  of 
that  chain  of  facts  which  appears  to  me  to 
form  their  natural  and  proper  support. 
In  the  learned  chairman's  Resolutions  I 
did  not,  indeed,  see  any  very  strict  and 
logical  connexion,  but  I  never  thought  of 
passing  so  bitter  a  sarcasm  upon  them  as 
the  right  hon.  gent,  has  done,  who  thinks 
that  they  are  premises  which  will  equally 
luad  to  contradictory  conclusions  :^tbat 
having  been  drawn  up  by  the.  learned 
cent,  for  the  purpose  of  proving  that  the 
Bank  ought  to  pay  in  cash,  they  will  serve 
rather  more  conveniently  to  prove  that  it 
ought  not  to  do  i^o. 

Those  gentlemen,  indeed,  'tell  us,  that 
these  Resolutions  will  serve  as  a  guide  to 
the  Directors  of  the  Bank,  who,  they  say, 
have  the  power  of  controlling  the  ex-' 
change,  though  the  Directors  themselves 
deny  that  they  have  any  such  power. 

We  read  in  Rasselas  of  an  unfortunate 
philosopher,  who,  by  intense  meditation 
on  the  roost  abstruse  theories,  so  bewilder-  ^ 
ed  his  understanding,  that  he  fancied  him- 
self iptrusted  with  the  direction  of  the 
winds  and  weather,  and  was  worn  with 
continual  care  and  anxiety  in  the  manage- 
ment of  this  imaginary  charge.  Such, 
but  much  worse,  would  be  the  situation  of 
the  Bank  Directors  under  the  control  of 
the  Ballioo  Committee.  This  poor  astro- 
nomer wa8,^ii»dee4»  haraieed  wilb  viaioaary 


cares  and  useless  solicitude ;  but  he  could 
do  no  real  harm,  he  could  not  parch   the 
fields  of  his  neighbours  with  drought,  or 
blast  their  crops  with  mildeyr;    and   he 
had  the  satisfaction  of  fancying  iiitnself 
beneficially  employed.    But  the  Directors 
of  the  Bank  would  be  compelled,  in    the 
pursuit  of  an  object  which  they  knew  to 
be*  equally  chimerical,  to  inflict  real  and 
substantial  evils  on    their    country  ^    to 
cramp    the  resources  of  the  state  ;     to 
fetter  the  exertion  of  the  national  power; 
and  to  spread  distrust,  alarm,  and   bank? 
ruptcy  around  them. 

I  should  trespass  too  long  on  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House,  if  1  were  to  pursue  these 
general  topics,  which  I  consider,  indeed, 
as  having  been  practically  and  substan- 
tially decided  by  the  House,  in  rejecting 
the  Resolutions  moved  by  the  learned 
gentleman.  I  shall  proceed,  therefore,  to 
the  more  immediate  business  of  this  even* 
ing,  the  discussion  of  the  Resolutions  I 
am  about  to  propose.  In  this  (as  .1  before 
observed),  the  candour  of  my  learned 
friend  has  brought  the  question  of  fact  to 
a  distinct  issue,  and  a  much  narrower  com* 
pass,  by  stating  his  objections  to  my  Reso* 
iutions  in  the  form  of  Ameudmepts. 

Before  1  proceed  to  examine  them  19 
detail,  I  must  beg  the  House  to  recpliect 
that  these  are  the  only  objections  which 
the  acuteness  and  industry  of  the  learned 
gentleman  and  bis  colleagues  have  met 
with  to  the  facts  stated  in  those  Resolu« 
tibnSj  which,  short  and  simple  as  they  op, 
pear,  comprise  no  less  than  a  re?iew  of 
the  financial  and  commercial  history  of 
the  country  so  far  as  relates  to  the  sub* 
jects  of  money  and  exchanges,  for  upv 
wards  of  a  century,  and  that  these  Ameod* 
ments  point  out  no  positive  error«   I  mighl 
admit  the  whole  of  them  without  giving 
up  one  fact  in  thejResolutions.    The  force 
of  the  reasoning  deduced  from  these  facts, 
might  be  varied  in  respect  of  extent  aod 
degree,  and  some  of  them  might  receive 
a  difi'erent  explanation  from  that  which  I 
have  given,  but  not  one  of  them  iscon^ 
tradicted.  I  need  not  repeat,  that  1  should 
willingly   adopt   any   modifications   by 
.which  the  .Resolutions  might  be  made  le 
give  a. more  correct  view  of  the  case,  and, 
under  the  circumstances  I  have  mentioned* 
i  should  think,  that  even  after  acceding  to 
all  these  Amendments,  I  should  leare  sut 
ficient  ground  for  the  proceeding  I  aia 
about  to  propose  to  the  House;  but  I  ai^ 
compelled  to  observe,  that  the  Amend* 
menti  appear  teniae aajiaiicctiralely  drawa 
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as  in  every  material  point  to  b0  cotnplete-  i 
ly  erronedui. 

The  int  Amendment  rtfcin  to  the  fourth 
ef  my  proposed  Reiolotlonsj  »nd  is  as 
follows: 

**  That,  prior  to  the  restriction  of  cash 
payments^  the  exchanges  were  never  more 
unt'avovrable  to  Great  Britaioj  for  any 
length  of  time,  than  from  five  to  seven 
per  cent*  below  par,  the  depression  ap« 
pearing  to  have  never  exceeded  the  whole 
ex  pence  of  transmitting  specie  abroad; 
except  during  a  debasement  of  the  coins 
of  the  realm. 

^That,  prior  to  the  said  restriction,  the 
market'  price  of  standard  gold  in  bars 
never  rose  above  the  Mint  price  more 
than  If  per  cent,  and  that  only  for  a  very 
abort  interval;  except  in  1720,  the  year 
of  the  famous  Sooth  Sea  scheme,  when  it 
roee  to  4f.  U.  M,  per  oance  ;  and  daring 
the  periods  when  the  coins  of  the  realm 
have  been  debased. 

**  That,  in  periods  subsequent  to  the 
latd  restriction,  and  particularly  of  late 
years,  the  exchanges  have  been  unfarour* 
able  to  Great  Britain  much  below  the 
limit  marked  by  the  whole  cost  of  trans- 
mitting specie  abroad,  and  have  continued 
ao  for  a  considerable  time  together,  being 
at  present,  and  having  been  for  a  consi- 
derable time,  more  than  twenty  five  per 
cent,  below  par;  and,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, the  market  price  of  standard  gold  in 
bars  has  been,  and  still  is,  mare  than 
twenty  five  per  cent,  above  the  Mint 
price. 

Itt  this  statement,  the  periods  in  which 
the  coin  has  been  debased,  are  expressly 
excepted  ;  and  this  debasement  is,  in  the 
next  Amendment,  stated  to  have  existed 
during  the  wars  of  William  3d,  until  the 
recoinage,  and  also  ddring  the  seven  years 
war.  and  until  the  year  1774. 

On  the  two  periods  thus  excepted  I  shall 
have  something  to  say,  in  speaking  of  the 
next  Amendment,  because  1  suspect  that, 
with  regard  to  both  of  them,  the  learned 
gentleman,  as  well  in  his  Amendments  as 
his  Report,  has  mistaken  the  effect  for  the 
cause;  and  that  it  was  not  the  debasement 
of  our  money  which  occasioned  the  un- 
favourable exchange,  but  an  unfavourable 
exchange  which  produced  the  debasement 
of  our  money. 

But  I  shall  now  limit  my  attention  to 
the  two  periods  selected  in  the  fint 
Amendment,  namely,  from  the  recoinage 
■n  1007,  to  the  commencement  of  the 
seven  years  war  in  1730;  and  from  1774, 
to  the  Mnk  reslriction* 
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The  difference  between  the  learned^' 
chairman  and  me,  with  respect  to  thia 
Amendment,  is  this,  that  he  denies  that  at 
any  lime  during  the  periods  he  has  se- 
lected, the  depression  of  the  exchanged 
exceeded  the  whole  expence  of  transmit- 
ting  specie  abroad,  and  that  the  price  of 
standard  gold  ever  rose  above  the  Mint 
price  more  thata  \\  per  cent,  excepting 
during  the  year  of  the  South  Sea  scheme. 

I  affirm,  en  the  contrary,  in  the  fiflh 
Resolution,  that  on  the  only  occasions  on 
which,  from  political  and  commercial  cir^ 
cnmstances,  soch  an  effect  was  to  be  ez« 
pected  within  the  periods  alluded  to, 
namely,  during  the  wars  of  queen  Ann« 
and  during  part  of  the  American  war,  a 
depression  of  the  exchange,  and  a  rise  of 
the  price  of  bullion,  actually  took  place  ; 
and  I  am  prepared  to  show,  from  docu* 
ments  on  your  table,  that  they  took  place 
to  such  a  degree  as  to  furnish  a  complete 
practical  proof  of  the  fallacy  of  the  lead- 
ing doctrines  of  the  Bullion  Beport.  I 
say,  these  were  the  only  occasions  when 
such  an  effect  was  to  be  expected,  be- 
cause, from  the  termination  of  the  wars  of 
qoeen  Ann  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  till 
the  end  of  the  earlier  period,  in  1756,  was 
a  time  of  peace  and  extraordinary  com- 
mercial prosperity,  with  the  exception  of 
the  derangement  occasioned  b}'  the  South 
Sea  scheme  (which  is  admitted  in  the 
Amendment),  and  the  war  terminated  by 
the  peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle.  These  hos- 
tilities, though  they  produced  some  effect 
on  the  exchange,  do  not  appear  to  hava 
nluch  depressed  it.  And  I  am  so  far  from 
supposing  any  great  fluctuations  in  the 
course  of  Exchange  and  in  the  price  of 
bullion  to  be  likely  to  take  place  during 
a  period  of  peace  and  commercial  pros- 
perity,  that,  if  they  had  actually  occurred, 
I  should  have  found  great  difficulty  in 
accounting  for  them. 

And  I  must  not  omit  to  mention  here 
one  circumstance  which,  for  more  than 
half  of  the  last  century*  greatly  contri- 
buted to 'fender  the  exchanges  favourable 
to  £ng]and.  During  the  whole  of  that 
period  our  growth  of  com  considerably 
exceeded  our  constVmptton.  The  export 
of  wheat  between  1700  and  176S,  exceed- 
ed the  import  by  more  than  S2  millions 
and  a  halt  of  quarters,  being,  on  the 
average,  more  than  half  a  million  a-year« 

The  regular  periodical  accounts  of  the 
course  of  exchange  and  the  price  of  bul- 
lion, printed  by  order  of  the  House,  do 
not  extend  back  so  far  aa  the  reign  of 
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queen  Anne ;  but  their  ptece  is  sufficiently 
supplied  for  our  present  purpose  by^an 
important  document  furnished  by  the 
Comptrollers  of  Army  Accounts.  From 
this  it  appears,  that  in  1703  the  exchange 
with  Flanders  was  at  the  rate  of  ten  guil- 
ders eleven  stivers  for  the  pound  sterling, 
being  a  loss  to  England  of  above  12  per 
cent.  From  1703  to  1711,  the  accounts 
of  the  exchange  with  Flanders  are  want* 
ing;  but,  from  the  well  known  circum- 
stances of  the  war,  as  well  as  some  others 
which  I  shall  presently  mention,  it  is 
highly  improbable  that  any  favourable 
change  took  place  in  that  interval,  espe- 
cially as  it  appears,  in  1710,  to  have  been 
at  ll-|  per  cent,  loss  with  Genoa*  In 
171 1,  the  exchange  varied  from  ten  guil- 
ders eight  stivers,  to  ten  guilders  ten 
stivers,  beings  loss  varying  from  13^  per 
cent,  to  something  less  than  12»  In  1712, 
it  w^ji  ten  guilders  eighteen  stivers,  about 
9|  per  cent,  in  1713,  eleven  guilders, 
about  8|  per  cent  loss,  and  in  17 1 4,  ten 
guilders  eighteen  stivers,  or  9-J.  In  1712, 
it  was  at  1 3|.  per  cent  loss  with  Dunkirk. 

It  is  cenam,  that,  during  the  whole  of 
this  period,  the  expence  of  semHng  gold 
coin  to  Flanders  could  not  amount  to  three 
per  cent,  and  probably  could  not  exceed 
two  per  cent;  and  therefore  we  have, 
for  eleven .  years  together,  an  example  of 
a  circumstance  taking  place,  which  the 
Bullion  Committee  positively  pronounce 
to  be  impossible,  namely,  a  depression  of 
the  courM  of  exchange  beyond  the  total 
expence  of  the  conveyance  of  specie  from 
one  country  to  the  other,  without  any  de- 
preciation of  the  currency. 

Nor  is  the  learned  gent.'s  amendment 
more  correct  with  respect  to  the  price  of 
bullion.  On  this  point  the  evidence  is 
not,  indeed  so  direct,  l^ut  I  think  it  not 
less  conclusive. 

It  appears,  by  accounts  on  the  table, 
that  from  1702  to  1700,  the  Bank  bought 
BO  bullion.  Now,  as  that  corporation  al- 
ways buys  bullion  when  it  can  be  pro- 
cured at,  or  but  Jiitle  above  ihe  IVIint 
price,  it  is  evident  tbey  could  not  at  that 
time  obtain  any  at  such  a  price.  In  1709, 
some  gold  was  actually  purchased  at  four 
pounds  per  ounce,  and  frpm  that  time  the 
purchases  continueil.. 

This,  according  to  the  learned  gent's 
next  Amendment,  would  appear  to  be 
under  the  Mint  price,  which  he  computes 
at  4/  1#.  Id,  stating,  that  from  the  refor- 
mation of  the  coin  in  the  reign  of  king 
WHliam,  to  the  fonrtii  of  George  the  first. 
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the  guinea  passed  by  law  for  twenty  •tiro 

shillings. 

Here  he  has  fallen  into  another    mis- 
take ;  the  guinea  never  passed  by  Ivmr  for 
twenty -two  shillings.     It  was  struck  as  a 
twenty-shilling  piece,  and  valued  accord- 
ingly in  the  Mint  indentures.     The  Mint 
price  of  gold  should,  therefore,  be  reckon* 
ed  at  SL  14««  2d, ;    but  not  being  made  a 
legal  tender,  it  passed  at  a  higher  rate  by 
common  consent ;    and,  for  a  short   time, 
about   1696,  as  high  as  thirty  sbillinga. 
On  Ihe  10th  of  April  J  096,  all  perscms 
were  forbidden,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  to 
pay  or  receive  guineas  at  a  higher  rate 
than  twenty -two  shillings,  but  they  were 
not  made  current  money   at  that    rate. 
They  soon  after  fell  to  twenty-one  shillinga 
and  sixpence;    and,  on  the   16th  of  Fe- 
bruary 1698  a  resolution  explanatory  of 
the  act  of  1696  passed  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, declaring  that  no  person  is  obliged 
to  take  the  guinea  for  more  than  twenty 
one  shillings, and  sixpence,  and  the    re- 
ceivers of  taxes  were  instructed  to  take 
it  at  that  rate.     It  generally  passed  at  the 
saine  value  till  1717,  when  it  wasreduced, 
by  Proclamation,  to  twenty-one  shillings^ 
and   made  current  at  that   rate«       The 
customary  value  of  gold  in  coin    was. 
therefore,  at  the  time  we  are  speaking  of, 
SL  191.  S^d,  per  ounce,  but  the  real  Mint 
price  (asi  before  said)  3i.  lis.  2d. 

These  circumstances  I  should  think  suf- 
ficient to  establish  the  fact  that  the  price 
of  gold  from  1702  to  1709,  when  it  could 
be  procured  at  all,  must  have  exceeded 
four  pounds  per  ounce ;  but  it  is  abund- 
antly coiifirmed  by  the  acccounts.  from 
the  Mint.  It  appears,  that  in  some  years 
of  that  period,  the  Mint  stood  still  entirely 
for  want  of  bullion.  In  the  whole  term 
of  seven  years,  from  1702  to  1709,  no 
more  than  391,000/.  was  coined  in  gold, 
and  433,000/.  in  silver,  which  latter  was 
chiefly  procured  from  the  Scottish  money 
recoined  at  the  Union,  and  from  the  prizes 
taken  at  Vigo. 

The  Mint  accounts  furnish,  indeed,  ont 
of  the  most  certain  proofs  of  the  plenty 
or  scarcity  of  bullion,  as  it  is  evident  from 
the  state  of  our  laws  respecting  coinage 
and  other  well-known  circumstances,  that 
money  v/ill  always  be  struck  when  boU 
lion  can  be  obtained  at  the  Mint  price. 

In  the  latter  years,  in  which  the  ac- 
counts distinguish  between  the  coinage 
from  light  guineas  and  that  from  foreign 
gold,  the  criterion  is  still  more  perfect; 
because  the  Bank  has  frequently  been 
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obliged  to  purchase  foreign  gold  .for 
coinage  at  prices  considerably  exceeding 
the  lyfint  price,  when' light  guineas  could 
not  be  procured^  which  they  always  can 
b«  when  the  general  price  of  gold  does 
not  materially  exceed  that  of  the  Mint. 

"I  baTe  thus -shewn,  that  in  the  former 
period  alluded  to  in  the  learned  gentle- 
man's Amendment*  namely  from  1696  to 
]75d>  the  fact  is  completely  at  variance 
>rith  the  assertiotis  of  the  Amendment  in 
/both  its  br9nches»  as  well  as  with  the 
theories  of  the  Compiittee. 

Nor  is  the  Amendm^snt  better  founded 
iwith  respect  lo  the^  latter  period,  from 
1 T?^  to  1797.  I  am  far  from  denying  (hat 
the  reformation  of  the  gold  coin  which 
took  place  .about  the  year  1774,  might 
fiave  a  tendency  to  raise  th^  exchange ; 
but,  it  molt  be  remembered,  that  this  was 
m  aeasdti  of  pei^ce,  and  that  the  exchange 
night  have  become  favourable  from 
causes  merely  commercial.  But  it  does 
not  appear  from  the  accounts,  that  any 
sach  effect  took  p4ace.  The  recoinaga 
^hiclr  commenced  in  1773  was  not  com- 
pleted till  1777,  and  the  exchange  with 
Hamburgh,  which,  in  the  year  1773,  pre- 
Tioosly  to  the  new  regulations  respecting 
the  coin,  varied  from  34.6  to  S5,  was,  in 
the  year  1777,  from  33.2  to  32.1,  being 
not  a  rise,  as  by  the  theory ^it  should  have 
been,  but  a  depression  of  about  seven  per 
cent. 

This  was,  however,  a  season  of  peace, 
mnd  it  could  not  be  expected,  that  the 
exchange  could  be  depressed  to  any  great 
degree,  or  for  any  long  continuance,  ex- 
cept in  the  case  of  scarcity. 

but  towards^  the  end  of  the  American 
war,  from  the'  year  1780  till  some  time 
after  the  restoration  of  pc'^ce,  the  ex- 
change with  Hamburgh  continued  from' 
Bw9  to  eight  per  cent,  against  England, 
though  the  expence  of  sending  specie  to 
Hamburgh  could  not  have  been  more  than 
ftboot  three  per  cent.  At  the  same  time 
the  price  of  foreign  gold  rose  about  six 
per  cent  and  that  of  silver  bullion  no  less 
than  eighteen  per  cent  above  the  Mint 
price. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Amendment,  that  the 
price  of  standard  .gold  in  bars  did  not 
^  exceed  the  Mint  price  in  any  one  year  of 
the  American  war.  Whether  the  learned 
gent,  means  one  whole  year  or  not,  does 
not  appear  ;  but  even  in  this  sense,  his 
Amendment  is  erroneous,  a^  it  exceeded 
that  rate  from  May  1783  to  May  1784.  But 
the  priQO  oC  foreign  gold  exceeded  the 
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Mint  price  for  three  whole  years,  from 
April  i73I  to  'April  1784,  and  exceed- 
ed 4/.  per  ounce,  from  July  1782,  to 
September  1783.  These  returns  do  not, 
however,  give  a  complete  view  of  the* 
case,  for  it  is  a  common  practice  in  making 
up  the  price-lists,  to  continue  the  last  pifice 
when  few  or  no  sales  appear  to  have  tukin 
place  ;  so  that,  when  a  scarcity  of  bullion.  • 
exists,  the  prices  returned  in  the  lists  are 
often  nominal  rather  than  real.  And  this 
is  particularly  the  case  with  respect  to  ' 
tlie  standard  buUioii  produced  i'rom  liglii 
guineas,  which  cannot  legally  be  exported, 
and  which  the  Bank  is  always  ready  to 
purchase  at  the  Mint  price,  or  very  npar 
it ;  for  wnich^  reason,  the  price  of  fuce!gn 
gold  is  usually  a  fairer  criterion  of  the 
*real  state  of  the  market.  And  it  is  evi- 
dent, fromother  circumstances,  bow  great 
the  scarcity  of  gold  bullion  must  have 
been  at  that  time.  It  was  even  ^  proved 
before  the  Committees  in  1797,  that  che 
treasure  in  the  Bank  was  then  reducea 
considerably  lower  than  it  was  wheit 
the  restriction  on  cash  payments  was  im* 
posed. 

In  1780,,  the  Mint  was  entirely  one.ni* 
ployed,  and  for  three  years  succeeding 
the  amount  of  coinage,  did  noli  on  an 
average,  exceed  600,000/. 

From  1784,  till  the  Bank  restriction^ 
was  again  (except  in  the  last  four  years) 
a  period  of  peace,  during  which  it  h  so 
far  from  being  extraordinary,  that  the  ex* 
changes  should  be  favourable,  and  the 
price  of  bullion  low,  that  those  efl\cL| 
were  rather  to  be  expected  upon  comchod 
mercantile  principles. 

It  will  be  more. convenient  to  reserve 
any  discussion  of  the  circumstances  ot 
those  last  four  years  till  we  come  to  the 
next  Amendment,  in  which  they  are  again 
alluded  to. 

«  But  in  what  has  been  said,  I  think  tliat  I 
have  completely  proved,  that  both  in  the 
earlier  and  the  later  period  to  which  the 
learned  chairman  has  referred,  the  state- 
ment in  his  Amendment  is  wholly  un- 
founded, both  as  it  regards  the  course  of 
exchange  and  the  price  of  bullion. 

The  learned  gentleman's  second  Amend* 
mont  refers  to  the  fifth  Resolution,  ami  i 
have  already  answered  that  part  of  it 
which  relates  to  the  price  of  gold  during' 
the  American  war. 

The  greater  part  of  the  remainder 
relates  te  the  vrlrsof  king  William  the 
Third,  a  period  upon  which  the  Commit- 
tee in  their  Report,  as  well  as  the  learned 
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chairman  in  his  speech,  appear  particu- 
larly fond  of  dwelling.  It  is,  hovrever, 
most  unfortunately  selected  for  their  pur- 
pose, for  the  Amendment  begins  with  an 
extraordinary  blunder. 

It  states,  that  imni^iately  after  the 
reformation  of  the  coin,  the  market  price 
of  ^old  fell  to  the  Mint  price,  auJ  the 
exchanges  rose  nearly  to  par,  althout^b 
the  circumstances  of  the  war  and  the 
foreign  expenditure  continued  unaltered. 

It  is  evident,  that  the  whole  purpose  for 
which  the  Committee  and  their  learned 
chairman  have  dwelt  so  much  on  this  por- 
tion of  oor  history,  rests  entirely  on  thrs 
part  of  their  statement ;  for  it  never  can 
be  proved  that  the  depression  of  the 
exchange  during  the  war  terminated  by 
the  peace  of  Rysurick,  was  occasioned, 
not  by  the  war  itself,  but  by  the  depre- 
ciation of  our  currency,  unless  it  can  be 
ahowD  that  the  restoration  of  a  favourable 
coarse  of  exchange  was  owing,  not  to  the 
peace,  but  to  the  reformation  of  our  coin. 

To  show  how  impossible  it  is  for  them 
Co  establish  this  position,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary to  state  a  few  dates. 

On  the  14th  of  December  1695,  the 
House  of  Commons  voted  an  Address  to 
king  William,  to  stop  the  currency  of 
clipped  money.  On  the  4th  of  January 
following,  the  king  returned  an  answer, 
that  he  would  issue  his  proclamation  ac- 
cordingly. On  the  21st  of  January,  a 
bin  for  remedying  the  ill  state  of  the  coin 
received  the  royal  assent.  Other  acts 
passed  for  the  encouragement  of  persons 
bringing  bullion  to  the  Mint.  The 
coinage  was  carried  on  ivith  activity ; 
and  before  the  28th  bf  November  1696, 
about  ^i,4O0,O00/.  of  the  new  money  had 
been  issued  into  circulatidn.  Here,  then, 
we  should  expect  to  see  the  improvement 
of  the  exchange  if  it  had  been  produced 
by  the  reformatitin  of  the  coin.  But  the 
remittances  to  Flanders,  on  account  of 
government,  which  in  May  1^5  were 
made  at  the  rate  of  ten  guilders  for  the 
pound  sterling,  or  20  per  cent,  under  par, 
were  in  September  1696,  after  a  consi- 
derable quantity  of  the  new  coin  had  been 
issued,  at  nine  guilders,  or  25  per  cent, 
loss;  and,  so  late  as  January  1696*7,  at 
nine  guilders  five  stivers,  or  about  23 
per  cent. 

Bot  Louis  tht  Fourteenth,  whose  re- 
sources were  as  much  exhausted  as  those 
of  Great  Britain  (for,'  as  Burnet  observes, 
in  I696»  "  the  common  scarcity  of  money 
kept  hoitx  arinies  quiet/'}  had  beforo  this 
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time    tom^    bis  thoughts  seriously  tt 
peace.     He  signed  a  treaty  of  peace  witit 
the  duke  of  Savoy  on  the  29th  of  Augotf 
\69(i,  and   made  overtures  to   the    O'ter 
confederates  of  which  king  William  took 
notice  in  his  speech  on  opening  the   par> 
liament  on  the  201  h    of  October.      Tbs 
preliminaries  were   agreed  upon   on  tht 
10th  of  Ffbruarv   I696>7,  bot  whhoat  t 
suspension    of  hostilities.     The   negotia- 
tions continued  all  the  winter  and  ttie  fol- 
lowing summer,  and  the  peace  of  Kyswirk 
was  signed  on  the  20th  of  September  I  ©97. 
The  effects  of  the  approach  of  peace  were 
soon  observable  in  the  rate  of  exchange. 
The  remittances  were  made  in  April  lb97 
at  22  per  cent,  loss  ;  in  July,  at  I3j>  ;  and 
in  August  and  September,  at  12^ 

These  rates  are  taken  from  the  onginal 
minutes  of  the  treasury,  which  I  desired 
leave  to  consuh,  on  account  of  Fome 
references  made  to  them  in  a  publication 
highly  worthy  of  attention  for  its  perspi- 
cuity and  force  of  argument— -I  mean  tha 
'*  Review  of  the  Bullion  Controversy.*'  ♦ 

This  simple  statement  seems  to  nie 
sufficient  to  overthrow  the  learned  gen* 
tleman's  Amendment ;  but  so  much  mis- 
apprehension has  prevailed  respecting 
this  interesting  part  of  our  financial  his- 
tory, that  it  will  not  be  without  its  ase 
to  look  back  a  little  further,  and  endea« 
vour  to  trace  the  causes  and  progress 
of  that  degradation  of  the  coin,  which,  at 
that  time,  occasioned  so  great  an  alarm, 
and  was  remedied,  at  so  heavy  an  expenca 
to  the  nation. 

In  this  retrospect  we  shall  derive  great 
assistance  from  the  Journals  of  Parliaments 
As  early  as  the  9th  of  April  1 690,  a  peti- 
tion was  presented  to  (he  House  of  Com* 
mons  by  the  working  goldsmiths  of 
London,  complaining  of  a  great  scarcity 
of  silver,  of  large  exportations  of  silver, 
and  of  the  melting  down  of  plate  and 
silver  money  (which  was  then  the  only 
legal  tender),  whereby  (as  they  state) 
"  for  six  months  past  not  only  the  peti- 
tioners in  their  trade,  but  the  Mint  itaelf 
hath  been  stopped  from  coining." 

This  Petition  was  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee,  who  reported,  "  that  the  com* 
plaints  of  the  petitioners  were  very  just, 
and  the  inconveniences  to  the  kingdom 
very  great,  but  that  they  could  not  agree 
of  a  way  for  preventing  the  same,  and  re* 
commended  the  subject  to  the  further 
consideration  of  the  House." 
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On  the  nibof  November  1690,  a  bill 
for  discouraging  the  exportation  of  bul- 
lion^  and  encouraging  the  importation 
thereof,  and  convi'TKing  the  same  into  the 
coin  of  this  realm/'  passed  the  House  of 
Conunons,  but  appears  to  have  been  lost 
in  the  House  of  Lords. 

The  evil  continued  to  increase,  and  en- 
couraged a  practice  which  so  early  as  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  Fifibi  and  afterwards 
an  thai  of  Queen  £lizabetb»  bad  been  pro- 
hibited under  the  penalties  of  high  trea- 
son-—the  practice  of  clipping  the  silver 
coin. 

It  nuisl  be  recollected*  that  the  only 
legal  tender  in  the  time  of  king  William, 
was  in  silver  coin,  and  that  this  coin  was 
of  two  kinds,  milled  and  hammered 
money.  The  milled  money,  of  which  a 
few  beautiful  specimens  had  been  struck 
under  the  Commonwealth,  was  first  made 
current  in  1663.  But  the  largest  pro- 
portion of  the  coin  in  circulation  before 
the  recoinage  in  1606,  consisted  of  ham- 
mered money  very  broad  and  thin. 

From  this  sort  of  coin  it  was  easy  to  cut 
off  a  circle  round  the  edge,  and  the  re- 
mainder containing  the  stamp  parsed  cur- 
rent as  readily  as  before  it  was  thus  di- 
minished. To  so  great  an  exltrnt  was  this 
practice  carried,  .that  Davenant  estimates 
the  clippings,  thus  procured  and  exported, 
as  equal  to  one  fourth  of  the  total  amount 
ol'  our  silver  coin  existing  at  the  Revo- 
Lution. 

Early  in  the  year  Ifii}!,  a  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  was  appointed 
to  receive  proposals  how  to   prevent  the 
clipping  of  the  coin  and  the  exportation 
of  silver,  which  reported  on  the  1 0th  of 
March.      Though  their  Report  was  not 
acted  upon  during  the  remainder  of  that 
session,   the  subject  was  resumed  at  the 
meeting  of  parliament,  in  November  l6i)4, 
and  an  act  passed  to  prevent  Clipping  the 
coin  of  this  kingdom  (6  aud  7  W.  3,  c.  17,} 
By  this  act  penalties  were  enacted  against 
persons  giving  more  for  silver  money  than 
the  current  value — against  persons  buy- 
ing and  selling  clippings,  or  having  them 
in  their  possession ;  and  the  txport  of  sil- 
ver bullion,  except  under  strict  tegula- 
tions,  was  prohibited. 

These  circumstances,  I  think,  prove  that 
the  degradation  of  the  coin  was'  a  conse- 
quence of  the  demand  for  bullion  occa- 
sioned by  the  difficulty  of  defraying  the 
expenses  of  the  war  abroad,  as  we  find  the 
petition  of  the  goldsmiths  respecting  the 
exportation  and  scai city  of  silver  coin  pre* 
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ceded  any  complaints  of  the  clipping  of 
the  coin.  This  opinion  is  confirmed  by 
the  statement  of  Davenant,  in  a  long 
memorial,  dated  November  109^,  and  pre- 
served among  the  Harleian  MbS.  in  the 
Britif^h  Museum.  He  tells  us  that,  "  the 
opinion,  which  all  along  prevailed,  that 
peace  was  near  in  view,  made  us  impru- 
dent. First,  the  foreign  coin  and  bullion 
went ;  then  foreign  commodities,  our  own 
country  ^oods,  and  bullion  obtained  by 
clipping."  His  statement  is  confirmed 
by  the  no  less  competent  authority 
of  Gregory  King,  who  estimates  the  de- 
crease of  the  coined  silver  in  1695,  to  be 
from  8,500,()00i.  to  4,500,000/. ;  and  that 
of  the  uncoined,  from  300,000/.  to 
100,000/. 

The  opinion  of  the  Bullion  Committee, 
namely,  that,  in  the  case  we  are  consicler* 
ing.  the  fall  of  the  exchange  was  occa- 
sioned  by  the  depreciation  of  the  coin» 
must,  therefore,  he  the  reverse  of  the  fact, 
since  it  appears,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
military  expenses  abroad  producing  an 
unfavourable  exchange,  and  an  exporta- 
tion of  bullion,  were  the  cause  of  the  de- 
preciationof  the  coin. 

In  1695,  the  difficulty  was  increased  to 
such  a  degree,  as  to  occasion  a  general 
controversy  as  to  the  measures  which 
ought  to  be  adopted.  Three  different 
plans  were  suggested  : 

The  first,  supported  by  Mr.  Lecke,  was 
in  favour  of  an  immediate  recoinage  at  the 
public  expence,  and  at  the  full  weight  and 
fineness  then  established  by  ihe  mint 
indentures. 

U  he  second,  maintained,by  Mr.  Lowndes, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was  for  a 
recoinage  at  a  reduced  weight  as  a  tempo- 
rary expedient  during  the  war;  or,  which 
was  also  suggested  by  many  otllcr  writers, 
and  recommended  by  the  Committee  in 
I6Ui,  an  increase  of  the  current  value  o£ 
the  coin. 

The  third,  which  is  proposed  by  Dave- 
nant in  the  memorial  1  have  alluded  to, 
opposes  both  these  plans,  and  suggests 
some  temporary  expedients,  the  most  con- 
siderable of  which  is  the  raising  a  loan  in 
Holland. 

The  opinion  of  Mr.  Locke  prevailed. 
On  the  10th  of  December  1695,  the  reso- 
lutions of  a  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  recommending  the  recoinage 
of  the  clipped  money,  were  reported  to 
the  House,  and,  with  some  amcndmeniH 
agreed  to. 

On  the  1 4tb  of  December,  an  addrcift 
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was  voted  by  the  House,  praying  the  King 
to  stop  the  currency  of  clipped  money; 
and  on  the  4th  of  January  foliowing,  his 
Majesty  returned  an  answer  promising  to 
iSKue  a  proclamation  accordingly. 

On  the  iilst  of  January  1095-(j  an  act 
for  remedying  the  ill  state  of  the  coin, 
received  the  royal  assent.  Other  acts 
passed  in  the  same  session*,  for  the  en- 
c6uiagement  of  persons  bringing  plate  to 
the  Mint,  and  for  reducing  the  rate  at 
which  guineas  (which  were  then  no  legal 
tciiJer)  should  be  allowed  to  pass,  Hrst  to 
twenty-six  shillings,  and  afterwards  to 
twenty  two  shillings.  One  of  these  acts 
(7  and  8  VV.  3.  c.  19.)  contains  a  provi- 
Kion,  which  is  curious,  as  it  shows  the  tri- 
ing  expedients  to  which  the  distress  of 
those  times  compelled  the  state  to  have 
recourse.  It  prohibits  the  use  of  any 
sFUer  plate,  except  spoons,  in  taverns  and 
public-houses,  in  order  to  obtain  for  the 
Mint  the  miserable  resource  of^  the  plate 
belonging  to  such  places. 

Tbe  coinage  thus  ordered,  was  carried 
into  execution  with  vigour  and  activity, 
and  before  the  !28ih  of  November,  above 
4»636,00O/.  in  tale  of  clipped  money  had 
b^en  melted  for  recoinage;  and  about 
2,400,000/.  of  the  new  coin,  amounting  to 
n6  \r!y  the  same  weight  of  silver,  had  been 
paid  into  the  exchequer,  or  issued  to  the 
public. 

The  circumstances  attending  this  me- 
morable recoinage  undoubtedly  throw 
some  light  on  the  principles  laid  down  by 
the  Bullion  Committee,  but  seem  to  me 
much  better  calcOlated  to  impeach,  than 
to  confirm,  the  validity  of  those  principles 
ai  applied  by  them. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  clear  that  the 
calling  in  of  the  hammered  money,  must, 
until  tbe  new  coin  came  into  circulation, 
have  occasioned  a  great  diminution  of  the 
circulating  currency  ;  and  that  it  did  so 
in  fact,  to  a  degree  prodvcing  extreme 
piublic  inconveinence,  appears  from  the 
numerous  petitions  from  the  principal 
trading  towns  (i\o  less  than  eighteen  in 
number],  which  were  presented  at  the 
next  meeting  of  parliament,  complaining 
of  the  difliculties  and  embarrassments  of 
trade  caused  by  the  want  of  the  means  of 
circulation''^. 

*  7  and  8  W.  3.  c.  I.  7  and  8  W,  3. 
c.  10.  7  and  8  W.  3.  c.  13.  7  and  ^  W. 
S.  c.  I».  7  and  8  W.  3.  c.  30. 

*  See  Petitions  from  Coventry*  Bir* 
mingham^  Norwich,  the  clothiers  of  Black- 
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This  diminution  of  currency  ougbl,  on 
the  principles  of  the  Committee,  to  h\ve 
had  a  great  effect  in  raising  theexchange; 
but  this  was  so  far  froqi  being  the  case, 
that  the  course  of  exchange  became  still 
more  unfavourable  in  109(>  than  it  bad 
been  in  1695,  and  continued  at  nearly  the 
lowest. depression  till  the  preliminaries  of 
peace  were  actually  agreed  upon. 

Another  circumstance  observable,  is 
that  the  distress  arising  from  the  want  of 
a  medium  of  commerce  forced  a  repre- 
sentative currency  into  use.  At  this  very 
time  Exchequer- bills  wire  first  intro- 
duced, and  struck  for  sums  as  low  as  fire 
pounds,  for  the  purpose  of  general  circula- 
tion. By  these,  and  by  Exchequer-tallies^ 
Bank-notes,  and  the  notes  of  private 
bankers,  or  goldsmiths,  the  necessities  of 
the  public  were  supplied,  and  an  abso- 
lute stagnation  of  business  prevented. 
''  During  the  recoinage  of  our  silver  (say^ 
Davenant),  all  great  dealings  were  trans- 
acted by  tallies,  bank-bills,  and  gold- 
smiths' notes.  Paper  credit  did  not  only 
supply  t^e  place  of  runnins  cash,  but 
greMly  multiplied  the  kingdom's  stock, 
for  tallies  and  Bank-bills  did  to  many  uses 
serve  as'  well,  and  to  some  (letter,  than 
gold  and  silver:  and  this  artificial  wealth, 
which  necessity  had  introduced,  di4  make 
us  less  feel  the  want  of  that  real  treasure 
which  the  war,  and  our  losses  at  sea,  had 
drawn  out  of  the  nation^.''  And  here  we 
have  a  striking  illustration  of  the  effects 
which  migKt  be  expected  from  the  execu- 
tion of  the  plans  of  the  Bullion  Committee. 
Bank-notes  might,  indeed,  be  withdrawn 
from  circulation,  bnt  the  notes  of  private 
bankers  would,  ^fter  much  inconvenience 
had  been  suffered,  take  their  place.  T^is 
would,  certainly,  be  a  much  less  evil  than  a 
general  bankruptcy ;  but  is  it  an  end  which 
the  Committee  would  recommend  to  us 
to  pursue  with  such  risk  and  difficulty  ? 

At  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  on  the 
20ih  of  October  l(i90«  when,  as  I  have 
mentioned,  the  King  communicated  to 
Parliament  the  overtures  for  peace  made 
by  the  French  king,  tbe  measures  neces- 
sary for  completing  the  recoinage  were 
immediately  resumed. 


well  Hall  London,  the  merchants  of  Con- 
dun,  the  clothiers  of  Devizes,  fro^u  South- 
W4fk,'  tiranthatn,  Peterborough,  ^odmin, 
Chester,  Derby,  Wbplten.under-lsdge,Bi- 
'  shop's  Castle,  Leicester,  and  '  Exeter.-^ 
Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Vol.  XL 
*  Discoursfes  on  the  Public  Revenues 
and  Trade  of  England. 
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IIainiaer?d  money  was  made  carrtnt 
only  by  weight;  and  a  short  time  after- 
wardsyl^  was  wholly  prohibited,  and  vari- 
ous other  regulations  respecting  the 
Coinage  were  enacted ;  and,  at  the  next 
meeting  of  Parliament  (3rd  of  December 
1  &97,)  the  King  announced  the  signature 
of  a  general  peace  from  the  throne. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  obsf  rved,  in  an- 
swer to  me,  that  as  the  improvement  of 
t  he  exchange  was,  in  fact,  subsequent  to 
the  recoinage,  it  may  have  been  really 
occasioned  by  the  recoinage,  although  it 
happened  that  the  conclusion  of  peace 
took  place  about  the  same  time. 

A  MS.  memoir  of  Davenant  to  the 
)ordsx)f  the  Treasury 9  somewhat  later  than 
that  which  1  before  quoted,  and  dated  15th 
of  July  1696,  will  furnish  a  reply  to  this 
observaiion. 

He  says,  **  Notwithstanding  the  coin  is 
altered,  the  remitting  such  large  sqms 
yearly  to  Flanders  makes  the  exchange  to 
Holland  continue  so  hard  upon  us,  that  in 
spite  of  all  laws  made,  or  to  be  made,  the 
species  will  be  carried  over.  The  Dutch 
are  already  so  overstocked  with  all  kinds 
of  our  manufactures,  that  we  have  no 
hopes  to  pay  the  troops  by  the  returns 
arising  from  the  sale  of  goods  tliere,  which 
must  pot  the  exchange  yet  in  a  worse  con- 
dition and  more  to  our  disadvantage;  and 
this  great  8um»  which  we  remit,  does  not 
only  influence  the  exchange  in  Holland, 
but  also  at  Hamburgh,  in  Spain,  and  Italy, 
and  well  nigh  all  the  parts  to  which  we 
deal,  and  is  so  heavy  a  load  on  our  trade, 
that  ft e  must  quickly  sink  under  the  bur- 
den. ' 

I  shall  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  one  or  two  other  passages  in 
this  memoir,  though  lass  immediateFy  re- 
lative to  the  point  now  before  us. 

He  asks  a  question,  not  yet,  1  hope,  ap- 
plicable to  our  present  situation,  but  welh 
deserving,  from  its  importance,  to  be  borne 
in  mind  m  the  present  discussion ;  **  Has 
not  the  loss  of  credit  made  peace  difficult, 
and  war  impossible  ?" 

Another  soon  follows  more  immediately 
bearing  upon  the  plans  of  the  Bullion 
Committee :  **  Could  it  be  wise  in  the 
beat  of  a  war,  by  so  many  ways  to  make 
the  people  unable  to  pay  future  taxes,  and 
at  once  to  pull  do^n  both  money  and 
credit,  the  pillars  that  supported  the  king 
and  bis  subjects  ? 


♦  See  8  W.  3.C.  2.     8  W.  %.  c.   1.  8 

and  9  W.  3.  c.  20.     9  W.  3.  c  4 
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<'  Upon  the  whole  matter,'*  sa]»  he. 
'*  the  managers  should  nut  have  disturbed 
wJiat  was  quiet.  They  imagined  twa 
millions  of  bullion,  to  repair  Uie  coin, 
might  be  as  easily  sent  from,  Spain  as  a 
tun  of  wine.^' 

The  same  collection  of  the  Harleian 
MSS.  affords  another  authority  completely 
decisive  of  the  question,  how  far  the  loaa 
upon  the  exchange  is  to  be  ascribed  to 
the  depreciation  of  currency,  and  in  what 
degree  to  the  circumstances  of  the  war. 
It  appears,  that  the  contracts  between  the 
Treasury  and  the  Bank  for  remittances  to 
Flanders  were  made  upon  various  condi- 
tions at  different  times.  Bometimes  tha 
Bank  agreed  to  accept  Exchequer- tallies, 
or  other  government  securities,  in  pay- 
ment for  their  remittances ;  in  which 
cases  the  real  loss  by  the  exchange  may 
be,  in  some  degree,  confounded  with  tha 
discount  upon  the  advances,  or  with  tha 
depreciation  of  the  clipped  money.  la 
one  instance,  a  licence  to  export  700,000 
ounces  of  silver,  notwithstanding  the  ge- 
neral prohibition,  was  granted  to  tha 
Bank;  and  this  licence  lord  Godolphin 
speaks  of  as  equivalent  to  a  premium  of 
20  per  cent.  Yek  this  very  contract  fof 
remittance  was  made  at  the  rate  of  tea 
guilders  per  pound  sterling,  or  16^  per 
cent,  loss,  and  with  a  further  allowance  to 
the  Bank  of  2  per  cent,  for  management. 
And  at  other  times  the  Bank  stipulated 
for  payment  in  new  mint  money,  oj^  ia 
goineaj. 

In  some  of  these  latter  ca^et,  the  Go- 
vernment was  unable  to  fulfil  its  engage- 
ments, and  a  claim-  was  made  upon  (he 
Treasury,  in  1696,  by  the  Directors  of  the 
Bank,  fcv  a  compensation  for  tha  losses 
which  that  corporation  had  sustained  in 
1695  and  1696,  by  being  obliged  to  r«- 
ceive  clipped  money  in  payment,  when 
they  were  entitled  to  guineas,  or  mint 
money  of  full  weight. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Bank  was  referred 
by  the  Treasury  to  lord  Ranelagb,  the 
pay  roaster- general}  and  his  report  is  pre- 
served among  the  Harleian  MSS- 1  hava 
already  ouoted.  • 

He  dia  not  admit  the  full  extent  of 
compensation  claimed  by  the  Bank,  but 
he  recommended  an  allowance  of  l^f  pes 
cent,  for  the  loss  upon  the  clipped  money, 
exclusive  of  a  loss  of  about  20  per  cent, 
on  the  exchange.  Here,  then,  we  have  % 
distinct  recognition  of  a  loss  by  exchange 
of  2<)  per  cent,  clear  of  every  other  con- 
sideration which  might  afiact  tha  acpo^ut; 
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and  another  evident  example  of  what  the 
Bullion  Comniittee  pronounces  to  be  im- 
possible,—  a  loss  upon  the  exchange 
greatly  exceeding  the  expence  of  the 
transportation  of  bullion,  which  could 
scarcely  at  this  time  exceed  2  per  cent,  to 
the  ports  of  Flanders  or  Holland.  And 
this  loss,  as  in  the  instance  of  thfe  wars  of 
queen  Anne,  which  I  have  lately  men- 
tioned, continued  during  a  period  of  seve- 
ral years. 

I  must  next  notice  that  part  of  the 
Amendment  in  which  it  is  stated,  "  that, 
during  the  seven  years'  war,  and  until  the 
year  1774,  the  gold  coin  of  the  realm  was 
in  a  state  of  debasement.'' 
.  That  the  gold  coin  was,  towards  the 
close  of  this  period,  reduced  in  weight  to 
the  extent  of  four  or  five  per  cent,  is  in- 
deed, true;  and,  as  I  have  stated  nothing 
on  this  subject  in  the  Resolutions,  I  might 
pass  by  this  observation  of  the  Amend- 
ment without  any  remark. 

I  think,  however,  it  may  not  be  useless 
to  observe,  that,  as  in  the  former  instance 
in  the  time  of  William  3,  there  is  suffi- 
cient reason  to  conclude  that  the  fall  of  the 
exchange  was  the  cause,  and  not  the  conse- 
quence of  the  depreciation  of  our  curreney, 
there  are  many  indications  that  this  was 
the  case  in  this  latter  instance  also,  though 
I  will  not  venture  here  to  state  so  de- 
cided an  opinion. 

I  mean  that  there  is  reason  to  believe, 
that  even  after  the  foreign  expenses  of 
the  seven  years  war  had  ceased,  the  ba- 
lance of  payments  might  be  unfavourable 
to  this  country. 

First,  I  should  observe  that  we  then,  for 
the  first  time,  began  to  import  corn  for 
our  subsistence,  instead  of  having  a  large 
surplus  for  exportation.  From  the  be- 
ginning of  the  eighteenth  century  to  1758, 
W3  had  an  average  exportation  of  above 
500,000  quarters  of  wheat;  but  from  176 1 
to  1774',  we  had  an  average  importation  of 
113,000. 

Secondly,  there  was,  during  that  period, 
a  continued  transfer  of  capital  to  America 
and  the  West  Indies.  The  ofiicial  value 
of  the  exports  to  North  America,  in  ten 
yeans,  from  1764  to  1774,  compared  with 
the  ten  years  preceding,  increased  on  an 
avefage  from  1,700,000/.  to  2,553,000/. 
The  imports  fell  considerably  short  of  that 
amount ;  but  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
the  balances,  instead  of  being  discharged 
by  bullion,  or  other  remittances,  formed, 
for  the  most  part,  an  actual  transmission 
,of  capital  fiom  the  one  country  to  the 
ether. 
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In  the  third  place,  it  appears  that  the 
general  balance  of  trade  with  all  countries, 
except  America,  was  much  less  favourable 
during  the  period  which  followed  the 
seven  year3>  wars,  than  during  any  pre- 
ceding part  of  the  century.  The  ofiicial 
balances  in  the  Custom-house  books  for 
ten  years,  ending  in  1774,  compared  with 
the  ten  years  preceding, show  a  considera- 
ble diminution  of  the  balances  in  favour 
of  Great  Britain,  althougl^  the  general 
amount  of  the  trade  was  much  increased. 

I  am  aware  that  the  custom-house  books 
adbrd  an  imperfect  criterion  of  the  real 
state  even  of  commercial  payments ;   but 
in  periods  so  near  to  each  other,  they  may 
at  least  be  depended  upon  as  bearing  a 
nearly  equal  proportion  to  the  real  values 
in  each'  of  the  two  periods,  and  therefore 
showing  the  comparative  general  result 
with  sufficient  certainty.     And  I  think  it 
may  be  fairly  inferred,  that  if  the  balance 
of  payments,  purely  commercial,  was  in 
the  period  succeeding  the  seven  years  war 
in  any  degree  favourable  to  Great  Britain, 
it  may  not  have  been  so,  in  a  degree  suf- 
ficient to  counter-balance  the  dividends 
paid  to  foreign  stock-holders,  and  the  re- 
mittances made  to  British  travellers  or  re* 
sidents  abroad.    And  though  during  the 
war  the  balance  of  trade  had  been  more 
favourable  to  us,  it  was  then  counteracted 
by  large  subsidies  and  great  naval  and 
military  expenses. 

If  these  conclusions  are  well  founded, 
the  long  course  of  unfavourable  exchanges 
will  be  accounted  for  at  once,  and  may 
fairly  be  supposed  to  have  produced  the 
depreciation  of  our  gold  coin  in  the  same 
manner  as  I  have  just  shown  that  of  our 
silver  coin  to  have  taken  place  during  the 
wars  of  king  William.  The  scarcity  and 
high  price  oi'  bullion  would  soon  occasion 
an  exportation  of  coin ;  and  as  the  cur- 
rency of  the  gold  coin  was  not  then  re- 
stricted to  any  fixed  weight,  the  heaviest 
pieces  would  always  be  selected  for  ex- 
portation ;  and  thus  a  progressive  depre- 
ciation of  the  coin  would  t^ke  place,  and 
the  attempt  to  counteract  it  by  a  fieth 
coinage,  always  carried  on  at  a  great  ex- 
pense, would  be  in  vain,  as  the  new  coin 
would  disappear  as  fast  as  it  came  into  cir- 
culation. 

I  shall  dwell  no  longer  upon  this  point, 
because,  whatever  diilerence  of  opinion 
there  may  be  between  the  learned  gent, 
and  myself,  I  do  not  think  the  evidence 
sufficiently  clear  to  justify  us  in  affirming 
any  thing  positive  in  a  icesolution  of  the 
House* 


Mr*  Vamiaari^i'Raoiutiorat. 


The  nest  point  touched  upon  in  this 
Amendment  is  the  price  of  gold  during 
the  American  war,  which  is  said  never  to 
have  exceeded  the  Mint  price  in  any  one 
year  of  the  war ;  but  I  have  had  occasion, 
in  speaking  of  the  last  Amendment,  to 
show  this  asseriion  to  be  completely  mis* 
taken. 

What  follows  respecting  the  state  of 
the  exchanges  in  the  period  immediately 
preceding  the  Bank  restriction,  will  be 
more  conveniently  discussed  in  speaking 
of  the  Amendment  on  the  tenth  Resolution, 
in  which  the  same  circumstances  are 
stated  more  at  large. 

There  remains  only  the  statement, 
^  that  there  wav  no  rise  in  the  price  of 
standard  gold  in  bars  immediately  prior  to 
the  26th  of  February  1797,  nor  for  a  con- 
siderable number  of  years  before.''  This 
is  a  point  of  some  consequence,  as  all  the 
circomstiinces  attending  the  restriction  on 
the  Bank  must  be  important  in  a  discus* 
sion  of  thin  kind  ;  but  never  was  a  more 
complete  fallacy  disguised  under  a  slender 
veil  of  evidence. 

It  is  true  that  in  the  printed  Tables  no 
higher  price  of  standard  gold  in  bars  ap* 
pears  than  3/.  Ms,  6d,  per  ounce.  But  the 
learned  gent,  has  omitted  to  inform  us  in 
his  Amendment,  that  for  eleven  months  out 
of  the  eighteen  immediately  preceding 
the  restriction,  no  price  of  standard  gold 
is  given,  because  there  was  none  in  the 
market,  and  that  for  two  years  preceding 
the  restriction,  tio  price  of  foreign  gold  is 
given  except  for  one  month  only. 

Independently,  however,  of  this  evi- 
dence from  the  very  tables  from  which 
the  amendment  itself  is  taken,  I  should 
think  it  impossible  to  believe  that  the  di- 
rectors of  the  Bank  could  have  been,  so 
devoid  of  common  sense,  as  well  as  of  re- 
gard to  the  public  interest,  as  to  suffer 
their  treasure  to  be  drained  away  to  a 
degree  which  filled  them  with  alarm,  as 
appears  from  their  correspondence  with 
Mr.  Pitt,  laid  before  the  Committees  of 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  in  1797,  while 
they  could  have  replenished  it  by  pur- 
chasing whatever  quantity  of  gold  they 
found  necessary,  without  any  loss.  The 
evidence  taken  before  the  Committees  of 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  gives  a  very 
difierenc  view  of  their  conduct.  It  shows 
their  extreme  anxiety  to  preierve,  or  to 
restore,  the  treasure  of  the  Bank  by  all 
the  means  in  their  power.  To  this  evi- 
dence, which  is  in  the  hands  of  every 
aemberi  I  shaU«  ia  order  to  sare  the  time 
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of  the  House,  beg  leave  to  refer,  in  a  ge- 
neral manner,  and  only  to  trouble  theoi 
with  one  or  tM'o  answers  of  Mr.  New  land , 
the  cashier^  to  the  Committee  of  the.Housn 
of  Lords. 

"  I  believe/' says  he,  "  that  gold  within 
the  last  two  years  has  been  at  a  higher 
price  than  4/.  4y.  per  ounce,  which  is  a 
great  inducement  for  persons  to  melt  the 
guineas  which  are  circulated  at  Si.   17«» 

He  is  askedj  "  Does  the  Bank  ever  pay^ 
more  in  their  purchase  of  gold  for  it  tbaa 
the  Mint  price  ?''  He  answers,  **  Fre* 
quently." 

"  What  is  the  highest  price  you  ever 
knew  the  Bank  pay  for  gold,  per  ounce  i" 
He  answers,  *'  4/.  Is.— -4/.  2s.-*4/.  6s.  and 
as  high  as  4/.  8s. ;  but  very  seldom  at  those 
prices." 

"  State  to  the  Committee  at  what  time 
the  Bank  gave  so  large  a  price  as  4/.8s.?'^ 
— "  I  believe/'  says  he,  "  it  was  about 
two  years  since  the  Bank  .gave  about 
4/.  8s.  per  ounce  for  gold ;  it  was  but  a 
small  quantity,  it  was  soon  stopped  on  ac« 
countof  its  price. 

With  this  evidence  I  shall  leave  the  as* 
sertion  of  the  Amendment,  that  there  was 
no  rise  in  the  price  of  gold  before  the  re* 
striction  on  the  Bank,  and  pass  to  the 
next  amendment,  that  on  the  sixth  Reso- 
lution, which  states,  "That  taking  the 
ifisues  of  bank-notes  in  circulation,  not  at 
their  amount  on  a  particular  day,  but  on  a 
fair  average  antecedent  to  any  alteration  of 
the  exchanges  and  price  of  bqllion,  ii  does 
not  appear,  from  the  information  which 
has  been  procured,  that  the  price  of  gold 
has  been  highest  and  the  exchanges  most 
unfavourable  when  the  issues  of  bank* 
notes  had  been  considerably  diminished* 
and  have  been  restored  to  their  ordinary 
rates  subsequently  to  those  issues  being 
increased. 

"That  since  the  said  restriction,  the 
price  of  bullion  has  been  highest,  and  the 
exchanges  have  been  most  unfavourable* 
at  times  subsequent  to  the  periods  in  which 
the  issues  of  Bank-notes  have  most  in* 
creased." 

This  is  no  answer  to  my  argument,  and 
proceeds  upon  a  misunderstanding  of  the 
object  of  the  Resolution.  What  I  affirm 
is,  that  the  price  of  Bullion  has  frequently 
been  highest,  and  the  exchanges  most  an- 
f  1%'ourable,  at  periods  when  the  issues  of 
Bank-notes  have  been  considerably  dimi* 
nisbed.  The  <hon.  gent.*s  Amendment 
denies  that  it  has  been  so,  taking  a  com* 
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pat-isbit  bf  avetageft  and  nol  of  particullr 
days.  If  he  means,  that,,  upon  a  compa- 
rison  of  aT«rag«a,  it  ne^er  appears  to  have 
been  so  (^hich  would  be  necessary^  to 
support  the  theory  of  the  Committee),  I 
ban  abundantly  prove  that  the  fact  is 
^^aihn  him. .  But  if  tit  niean.«  only  to 
deh}' thit  it  has  been  uniformly  so,  my 
irgument  will  rtemain  nntouched.  My 
x>bject  is  h>  ^bow,  thdt  the  issues  of  Bank- 
notes have  produced  no  apparent  ettcet  on 
Ihe  ejkchan^cs  and  the  price  of  bullion^  in 
bppositiortto  the  theory  of  th^  Cbmmittee> 
V^ho  bontedd,  that  an  increased  issue  of 
notes  necessarily  occasions  an  unfavoura- 
ble state  of  the  exchange,  and  a  reduction 
of  notes  as  ubtformly  corrects  it.  Thi^ 
theory  cannot  b^  well  founded  if  any  ini 
Itancei  to  the  cbntrary  can  b)e  produced. 
I  have  already  mentioned  several,  but  I 
^ili  adt)  ddbther  of  more  recent  date.  It 
appears  by  the  iceouiica  lately  .printed, 
that  the  Amouilt  of  Dank-notes  in  cirrola- 
tion  iinti^  Janotlry  last;  has  been  from  two 
to  threfe  milliolis  less  than  it  was  in  the 
preceding  lummer,  yet  the  exchange  has 
aince  fallen  10  or  12  per  cent.  Or,  as  the 
learned  gMlt.  ^ttmi  to  think  the  question 
is  ihoal  fairly  to  be  tried  by  a  compan.^iun 
of  ]}eri6ds  of  cohsiderable  length,  I  would 
desirb  hihi  to  ^Itamine  the  accounts  con- 
tained in  thfc  Report  of  the  Bullion  Com- 
mittee respecting  the  amount  of  Bank- 
notes and  thfrrates  of  exchanges^  from  1802 
to  1809.  If  the  inctease  of  bank-notes 
depresses  the  exchanffe,  and  the  diminu- 
tion (ff  bank-notes  raises  it,  the  exchange 
blight  to  have  fallen,  instead  of  rising,  be- 
tween 1 80S  and  1804,  and  to  have  risen» 
instead  of  falling,  irOm  1804  to  1800; 
Bai  for  thfc  samb  reasons  aft  unifbrm  issue 
ef  bank-hotes  miist  oceasion  a  steady  ex- 
change; and  ah  InvaHabli*  price  of  bullion. 
In  that  ^^ribd  of  ^ef^n  year^  the  amount 
of  bank-notes  was,  however,  increased 
#nly  frtttti  seVehtfeeH  millions  to  seventeen 
JhiHions  ahd  A  half,  Or  leM  thUn  5  per 
e^tit.  iliid  the  intermediate  tariationt  were 
hot  bOrtiidr-rable.  But  the  exbhan^e  va- 
rlH  abottt  1 1  pel*  c^hi, ;  the  price  of  fo- 
reign gold,  about  8|  per  cent ;  that  of 
ItntiJard  sllVftr,  about  16;  and  that  of  dol- 

The  AiiteHdment  firbposbd  ori  the 
i^^tlHlh  IlesHlutldn.  tutlls  entirely  on  t 
qiiCsifHH  of  d^greif,  afid;  if  admittH,  would 
Mot  Hfn^ct  ih6  accurst^}  though  it  mighi 
Mweh  the  Mtt  anti  Itfiptfftaoe^,  of  tlie 
ilelolttfton.  But  I  have,  However,  already 
had  octMtm  tcf  shbWi  thti  in  til  tb#  ma* 
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terial  parts  it  is  unfounded  in  point  of 
fact. 

I  now  proceed  to  the  Amendment  on 
the  eighth  Resolution,  the  principal  object 
of  which  appears  td  be  to  subsiitate   an 
average  nccount  of  the  amount  of  banjc« 
notes  during  periods  of  several  months  for 
their  amount  on  particular  davs,  and  to 
enter  in  a  ihore  minute  detail  ot  the  varia- 
tions bf  the  exchange  during  the  years 
1782-3-4.     I  had  selected  such  dates  as 
appeared  to  me  to  point  out  in  the  most 
striking  manner,  the  fallacy  of  the  pcinci- 
pies  assumed  by  the  Committee,  and  the 
learned    gent,   has    made   no    objection 
whatever  to  the  abcuracy  of  the  state* 
ment ;  but  I  am  so  convinced  that  in  any 
fair  view  of  the  case,  whether  taken  on  a 
comparison  of  averages,  or  ofsinj^le  days 
only,  the  result  will  be  equally  favourable 
to  my  argument,  that  I  am  willing  to  Bub« 
stitnte  for  the  eighth  Resolution,  a  new 
one  in  which  the  fluctuations  of  the  ex- 
change arc  pointed  out  mobe  minutely, 
which  I  beg  leave  to  read  to  the  House, 
viz. 

"  That  the  amount  of  bank-notes  out- 
standing on  the  Ist  of  January  1781,  was 
6,794,620/.  and  was  reduced  On  the  first 
of  October,  to  5,967,790/.  during  which 
time  the  exchange  fell  from  S 4.1  to  S2.^, 
and  the  price  of  foreign  gold  rose  from 
3/.  1 7s,  6a.  per  ounce,  to  3/.  1 9s.  Od. ;  and 
dollars  (which  on  the  Ifnd  of  March  were 
at  5$.  44</.  per  ounce)  to  59.  9^. :  that  in 
the  beginning  of  March  17S2U  the  amount 
of  bank-notes  was  increased  to  9, 1 60,000/. 
and  that  the  exchange  was  then  32.10, 
foreign  gold  3/.  1 9s.  and  dollars  5s.  S|<f. : 
that  in  the  beginning  of  December  178^, 
the  amount  of  bank-notel  was  reduced  to 
5>995,00Q»  and  that  the  exchange  was  then 
31.10,  foreign  gold  4/.  Or.  }xi.  and  dollars 
59.  md.:  thUtinJane  1783,  the  amount 
of  bsnk. notes  was  5,970,000/:  and  the  ex< 
change  31.5,  foreiffrt  g^ld  4/.  29. 3 d.  and 
dollars  S$:6{d.:  that  in  June  1784,  the 
amount  of  bahk-nbtes  was  6,717,000^.  and 
the  exchange  had  risen  to  34.4,  and  gold 
had  fallen  to  the  mint  price,  and  dollan 
5s.  3d.  ^nd  that  the  exchange  conttnoed 
at  34.6i  gold  at  3/:  179.  6d.  and  dollars  at 
59..  i|{fi  in  February  1787,  the  amonat 
of  bank-notes  being  thtfn   increased   to 

If  the  learned  gentleman  does  ntft 
choosb  to  aticepi  nty  off^r,  I  most  adhere 
to  the  Original  Resolution,  in  which  bo 
bas  noi  pointed  oiit  ttt  snghtcst  iaac* 


aaj 


Mr.  VmiiaaA't  BmdmiMk. 


May  IS,  1811; 
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To^  proved  tb  the'  Amemlment '  oir  thv 
ninth  ibesolutmn,  which  m«  **  That  of  the 
sam  of  ]O,704iOOOiL  staled  to  have.bten 
csoined  tn  gold  from  FBbroary  1707  to 
Febroaqr  1791,,  the  sum  of  8,084.982/.  waa 
a  recoinage  fron  the  light  gaioeaa  of  the 
mini* 

It  it  tnie,  ae  stated  in  the  AmendoieBr^ 
tiMt  of  the  sum  of  10,7(M»0fK)/l.  coitted  in 
ibiir  yehss,  from  1787  to  17(^1, ■  no  less 
thM»«,084^982/.  were  recoined  f^em  light 
guineas.      Bet  this  fact  is  so  far  frbm  in** 
validating  the  force  of  the  Resolution^  that 
It  rathev' confirms  an  argemeni  I  have  be^ 
fure  had  occision  to  use*  •  I  have  obtfervedf 
tbet  when  :the  eaechanges  were  favioorable 
Ibr  any  considerahie  period,  the  coin  which 
was  become  too  light  for  ctorreney,  has 
been  osnally  returned  to  the  Mini  for  re- 
coinaspa,  bacauie  no  profit  cbaM  be  oj[>- 
tained  by  ihe  exportation  of  it;  but  that 
when  the  exchanges  were  unfaTOurabie, 
the  light  coift  was  clandestinely  exported 
aa  boilion,  and   the  Mint   supplied  by 
foreign  gold,  imported  at  a  oonsiderabie 
lorn. 

The  petied  firom  1787  to  179l#  wasooe 
of  great  conuneretal  prosperity  and  fa* 
Tooiable  exchanges,  sueceeding  an  ex- 
pensiYe  war  and  an  unfavourable  course  of 
exchange.  In  conseqhence,  a  large  quan« 
tity  ii§'>  British  chin  which  had  been  sent 
am>ad  during  the  "war,  returned  -  to  ^fab 
cbu)itry»  and  was  sent  to  the  Mint  for  re* 
ceiUage.  This  supbosilion  is  confirmed 
by  the  well«known  tact,  that  some  time 
after  the  conelusioa  of  peace,  large  cpian- 
tf  ties  of  guineas  came,  back  from  America, 
and  by  the  great  plx»portion  which  the 
reooiliage,  of  light  guineas  during  the 
period  Vre  era  speaking  of,  bore  to  that  of 
the  perkxls4ioth  preceding  and  subsequent 
tott. 

In  nine  >  yearn,  firom  1778  to  1787,  the 
sum  recoioeid  firem  light  guineas  emounted 
to  S,I9<^000/.  or,  oil  an  average,  to 
^^fiOOU  only  in  each  year ;  in  four 
years,  from:  1787  to  I7»l,  to  8,86a,000£. 
or^,02l,000L  in  each  year)  in  six  years, 
from  1701  to  1797,  to  4,000^000/.  or 
660,000/.  m  each  year. 

My  object  was*  to  show,  that  between 
1787  and  1791,  a  large -addition  was  made 
to  the  amount  of  our  cofrent  coin ;  and  it 
if  indifiiprent  whether  this-  addition  was 
made  by  the  r^coinnge  of  light  guineas, 
or  the  importatton  of  foreign  bullion,  un- 
less it  couM  be  shovao  that  those  geinens 
becsme  light,  and  were  thrown  out  of  ciiv 
ailation,during.  the  same  period.     Upon 
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the  degtee  in  which  this  might  have 
taken  place,  every  man  will  form  his  own 
judgntent;  but  that  in  so  short  a  term  it 
was  ffreat,  would  be  utterly  incredible, 
e^en  if  their  return  to  the  Mint  were  not 
easy  to  be  otherwise  acfoonted  for  by  the 
circumstances  I  haw  stated. 

The  Amendment  on  the  tenth  Resolution, 
like  that  on  the  eighth,  does  not  imputef 
any  inaccuracy .  to  the    Resolution,    but 
traces  several  intermediate  variations  of 
the  exchange,  which  I  have  not  thought  it 
necessary  Co.  notice.      Nor  shall  I  now 
trouble  the  Hoose  with*  a  minute  iovesti^ 
gattott  of  these    trifling   circumstances, 
because  any  gentleman  who  may  have  a 
curiosity  on  the  subject  may  easily  satisfy 
himself,  by  a  reference  to  the  accounts  upon 
the  table,  that  during  thb  peritfd  no  visible 
connexiom    can  be   traced  between  the 
amoi^nt  of  bank»notes  in  -circulation,  and 
the  coarse  of  thfe  exchange.  - 

The  only  remaining  Amendmenr(that 
on  the'  fburteemh  Resolution)  I  have  al- 
ready anticipated  by. insertingin the  Re* 
solution  the  sums  taken -^m  an  account 

g resented  within  these  few  days  to  the 
louse,  iottead- of  those  which  1  had  beibre 
placed  in  it  fi'om  an  earlier  and  less  com- 
plete account. 

I  have  now  gone  through  this  tedious, 
but  necessary  part  of  my  atatement ;  and  I 
beg  the  Mouse  to  recollect  that  the  points 
I  have  been  discussing  are  the  only  objec- 
tions which  the  talents  and  industry  of  ^ 
Bullion  Cbmmittee  have  been  able  to  r/tise 
against  the  facts  stated  in  my  proposed 
Resolutions.    I  am  of  opinion,  tl^at  I  hajre 
given  a  complete  answer  to  each  of  them ; 
but  if  the  learned  gentleman  thinks  they 
can  be  supported,  he  has  now  the  oppor<» 
tunity  of  doing  so ;  and  if  1  have  still  left 
any  thing  unexplained,  I  shall  be  able,  in 
the  course  of  the  deb^Sr  to  supply  the  de- 
ficiencies whit:h  may  have  occurred  in  my 
stateiheiit. 

Assuming,  till  I  hear  the  contrary,  that 
I  have  sstiraed  the  House  oi  tlie  complete 
historical  accuracy  of  the  Resolations  sub- 
mitted to  them,  I  must  now  call  their  atten- 
tion ipore  particularly  to  sach  of  them  as 
demand /the  judgmenti-of  the  Hoose  oti 
questions  of  litrgated  opinion,  or  of  prac- 
tical efiect 

In  the  discussJQn  of  these  points,  I  now 
stand  upon  ground-  of  much  greater  ad«- 
vantage  than  when  I  addressed  ydu  some  * 
days 'since,  not  only  from  the  rejection  of 
the  Resolutions  moviad  by  the  learned 
chairman,  but  from  'the  established  a^ 
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curacy  of  tbe  wrief  of   hktoricil  R€«h 
lutiofiBy  now  under  coosideratioa,  the  ob« 
jactions  lo  which  I  tbiftk  I  iiave  rthHed. 
I  know  not,  tuieed,  wbelber  I  «fn  ai 


v» 


what  the  Bulliea  Coeamlttee 
eall  die  andeiit  policy  of  oor  law.  Tliaw 
oall  it,  mdeed,  ilovbtibi  «i«l  qaeationabfe 
policy  >(and  aoch  lloo  thkik  k);  hntva  ia» 


KbertT  tocbim  this  admitt«i(  acooracy  as    point  on  which  they  di»  not  haaaad 


epinioDw^bcy  do  not  reoaannoad  its 
peal.  Yet  they  contend,  that  bank 
am  idepfeciated  because  il^y  hava  aot  an 
equivalency,  whkb  our  ho§a\  coin 
had,  and,  till  oar  laws  are  altered,  n 
canrham.  -The  aake  af  car 
not  pniy  fall  short  of  bolliott,  hoi  — -^f 
under  diffiiraot  circumitances,  exceed  A 
That  this  tnigirt  hapfien  while  aseipMwage 
was  taken  on  hor  coins,  as  ttdees  us  other 
coontries  where  that  is  the  eape,isebv]osaB; 
but  we  hava  a  auire  recent  instance  of  a 
difierant  khid« 

It  is  well  known,  that  any  peMoas 

carry  geld  bullion  lo  the  Mint,  and  ia 

titled  to  liare  it  retomed  in  coin,  free  ef 

ezpeiKe,   the  charge  of  ceinafla    beiaff 

homo  hy  the  puhlie.     While  tfaas  ia  Hie 

case,  gold  ballion  can  never  he  nuterially 

cheaper  than  its  weight  an  coin ;  er,  ia 

other  words,  can  fall  but  little  below  the 

Mint  price ;  that  Is,  no  more  thaa  may  be 

eqnivalem  to  pome  trouble,  and  a  email 

loss  of  interest  occasioned  by  the  delay; 

The    same  law   subsisted  with    tsspaei 

to  the  siWer  coin,  till  a  few  years  age; 

and    therefore,    standard   silver    balKon 

could  never  fell  nwoh  below  the  Mini 

price  of  5s.  2d.  an  ounce*     But  in  1797, 

ao    Aet    was   passed*  prohibiting  eihtt 

coinage ;   and  siace  that  time,  standard 

silver  has  fallen  as  low  as*  5k  -  Now  will 

the  right  hon.  gent  deny,  that,  at  such  a 

time,  a  pound  weight  of  standard  silver 

bullion  might  heve  been  purchased  and 

bttt  to  the   le^pl  metallic  asoqey  of  this  |  paid  for  in  legal  eilver  coie>  warn  down  to 

~      ~     no  more  than  eight  oaeees'  weight; 


applying  to  the  first  ]Usolntit»n.     it  is  a 

Resolution  declaratory  of  law,  as  well  as 

of  hiatoriosi  foot ;  .hat  equally  capable  of 

beiag  combated  by  an  Amendment,  point** 

iag  out  its  inaccuracy  if  any  eaciais.    If  I 

have  laid  down  the  pperogetifa  of  the 

crown  fvroneoosly,  why   era    nol   the 

statutes,  the  declarations  of  Parhameatr the 

authentic  documents  of  any  kind,  which 

prove  my  error,  en^odied  in  an  AiMod- 

ment  to  oppose  me  ?  I  should,  therefore, 

he  entitled  to  assume,  that  no  solid  ground 

of  objec^oo  conU  be  Ibund. 

But  as  I  am  desirous,  if  passible,  to 
eeoid  traubltng  the  House  a  third  tame, 
and  as  many  comments  of  various  hinds 
have  been  m^e  en  this  Resolution*  and 
en  tbe  subject  of  the  standasd  of  nmney 
connected  with  it,  I  think  it  may  be  pro- 
per to  sav  something  respecting  it,  be^ 
fore  I  caH  upon  the  House  in  form  to 
adopt  it. 

•  I  have  been  charged  bj  the  right  holn. 
gent  opposite  (Mr.  Cannmg)  with  reject* 
ing  "  altogether  the  established  doctrine 
of  a  fixed  standard  of  the  currency  of  the 
reahn;  and  with  bending  and  accommo* 
dating  the  fundamental  principles  of  our 
money  system,  to  the  state  of  our  curwncy^ 
siich  as  I  happen  to  find  it'' 

laniwer,  that  neither  in  this  Resolution, 
•or  in  what  I  have  said  on  a  late  occasion, 
ffaspecting  the  standard  of  money,  have  I 
l^eferred  at  all  ta  the  present  state  of  our 
currency,  as  consisting  chiefly  of  paper, 

leaml  , 

kingdom.  What  I  affirm  is,  that  a  fixed 
and  invariable  equivalency  between  oar 
legal  money  and  bullion,  never  hm  been 
established  by  our  laws,  I  have  proved  it 
in  practice  by  showing,  tfiat  very  different 


will  he,  in  such  a  case,  affirm  the  exact 
equivalency  of  coin  to  bnUion,  and  say, 
as  some  si£o  maintain  the. same  opinions 
have  said,  that  a  pound  of  stl^er^  is,  and 


weights  of  silver  money  are,  and  always    always  most  be  a  poand  of  niver  and  ao* 


have  been,  equally  current  aa  a  legal  tai* 
den  It  is  not  less  easy  to  prove  in  theory, 
that,  until  our  laws  are  altered,  it  is  im« 
possible  this  equivalency  should  b^  pre- 
served.  So  long  as  the  exportation  ot  our 
coin  is  prohibited,  the  *  merchant  who 
wants  to  send  gold  abroad  must  be  con> 
tented  to  give  more  for  such  bullion  as 
may  be  legally  exported,  than  ita  weight 
in  legal  money.  This  is  not  a  law  of  re» 
cent  date— not  aa  attempt  to.  bend  and 
accommodate  the  principles  of  onr  moner 
tystem  lo  the  state  of  our  cnrcency.    b  u 


thing  else,,  all  the  world  over  I 

The  right  hon.  gent,  tells  ot»  thet^  a 
pound  sterling  is  either  ^  of  a  pound  of 
standard  silver,  or  ff  of  a  ^inea  weigh* 
ing  not  less  than  five  penny-weiebu, 
eight  srains.  This  is  the  simple,  and  tbe 
only  definition,  which  the  practice  of  onr 
enceaiors  recognises,  and  the  law  of  the 
country  allows.'' 

Let  us  now  cosMlder  fi^at  the  practice 
of  our  anceolorshas  really  been,  and  what 
the  law  really  is.  We  shall  find,  that,  ia 
the  practice  of  ear  aaoMt9i^  the  weight 
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«rtilfir,QftlMprMtnt  •tandard  fitenett, 
contained  in  a  povnd  aterlf  ng^  has  varied 
ftom*  elevan  irancet/  im  f»ennff«>wetgbta, 
tft  no  mora  than  feventeen  penay-weigbta^ 
Witli  raapaet  to  tke  law,  we  know  that  tbe 
graater  fwrt  of  our  silfvr  oorreiic3r  now 
paatM  tegatljr  corrent,  not  at  ||:  of  a 
povnd  woictit,  bol  -^  or  ff  to  the  poond 
■torling.  I  beg  not  to  ^e  onderstood.  as 
dftefending  the  debaaement  of  oar  mane j, 
arbiob  baa,  at  vartooa  tfme>»  taken  place ; 
or  aa  contending  tbat  the  present  state  of 
our  silver  coin  ia  net  an  evil.  Neither 
am  I  disemaing  the  tran  prineiplea  of  le» 
gislaAioa  with  respect  to  cnrroneyv  or  iv- 
^riog  whether  it  might  not  be  wise*  hj 
eomo  wgulationa  like  those  of  the  banks 
of  Amsterdam  and  Hamborgby  or  in  some 
other  way»  to  establish  an  e<piimleDoy  of 
whie  between  money  and  boilion.  The 
vight  beo.  gent,  appeala  to  fact  and  law» 
UM I  am  abowiog  ihat  fisot  and  law  do  not 
eeppon  bim.  Upon  tbeae  gmnds  a)on« 
na»I  teaaening,  and  on  these  alone  the 
fiesolution  turns* 

1  have  hiiberte  been  apeahiag  of  the 
Oliver  eeiny  which,  till  within  modem 
timee,  was  the  only  legal  measare  of  valne. 
Netenlhr  Mr.  Leckeb  bot  a  much  later 
writer,  Mr.  Harris,  in  his  sensible  and  ase- 
M  work  on  oeins,  pobbshed  so  late  as  in 
I757»  contends  thai  it  ia  the  tree  and  only 
meaaurc  which  can  be  properly  establish- 
adi  Bot  ail  I  have-saki  applies  eqoally  to 
the  gold CQMiat  any  time  previonsto  1774, 
and  the  period  from  that  time  to  the  present 
baa  net  onlgr  been  moch  too  short  to  con8ii> 
lain  an  inatanoe  of  settled  andl  established 
poTicrf  but  has  been  throaghont  a  period 
of  deliberatiea  and  saepenae  with  respect 
la  a  mviaiesi  of  our  meoetiiry  system, 
which  temporary  circtHnatances  have  al- 
wayaprevented  from  being  completed  and 
carried  iotoeflfect.  Aad  it  ia  obaervable« 
thai  it  seems  to  have  beei»  in  cowtetnpla- 
Itea  ia  1774,  whea  the  carreorweight  of 
the  goinea  was  Brst  fixed,  to  have  limited 
the  correntweight^of  the  silver  coin  also, 
aalhe  same  act  which  provided  for  the 
Miicalionof  weighta  and  scales,  for  the 
gold  coina,  directed  weigbta  to  be  pre- 
pared fiir  thesi^er  coins  2se^  although  no 
Mmkntien  of  theircaivent  weight  wa^,  in 
iM:t^  eatabliahed. 

Thaa  ibr  J  have  spokeoi  of  the  weight 

'•only  of  our  cohM ;    bot  the  Resohition  ia 

pnrpeeeljr   so  drawn   aa  to   aswrt    the 

pinrogauve  of « the   crowo'  to   regnlate 

their  ftoenem  aiao,  in  aU  cases  not  mt- 
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that  sbran  reapectable  aatborities  maj 
be^  whinccdi.  to  controvert  this  position^ 
at  the  bead  of  which  is  that  of  sir  Edward 
Coke.  Bot  when  I  find  it  laid  down  as 
indisputable  by  so  great  a  lawyer  as  sir 
Matthew  Hale,  uad  affirmed,  after  an  eTaw 
borate  and  able  review  of  the  questioi% 
by  lord  Liverpool,  1  caimot  doabt  on 
which  side  the  weisbt  of  authority  pre- 
vails. But  above  all,  when  I  find  that,  ia 
the  course-  of  ages,  the  legality  of  this  pre«* 
rogatlve  appeam  never  to  have  been  qnea^ 
tioned  in  any  parliamentary  or  poblio 
docametit,  thougti  the  mode  of  itaexereise 
has  been  freooently  and  justly  complained 
oC  I  cannot  nesita^  in  recommending  tbia 
Resdatien  to  the  House  aa  a  just  enpeai*>  ^ 

tion  of  the  law. 

In  the  course  of  this  debater  the  statute 
of  the  d5  fidwaid  the  third,  chapter  I  % 
haa  been  i}aoted  aa  controlling  tnia  pre^ 
rogatilie;  and  air  William  Blackstote 
aeema  inclined  to  conasder  it  in  that  vieaa. 
Bot  if  this  interpretation  ia  to  be  put  on 
thai  atatotQ#  iad  it  is  to  be  considered  aa 
applying  to.  gold  coin»  every  guinea  which 
haa  ever  been  struck  has  been  a  violation 
of  it,  and  it  has  never,  in  any  instance^ 
been  obey dd'  since  the  time  of  Charlea  the 
aeoend.  For  since  that  tihae^  no  gal^ 
money  haa  ever  been  atrucfc.  of  the  oU 
atandacd  of  2%^  caraU  fine.  Yet  I  do  not 
find  that  the.  introdoction  of  this-  new 
atandned  (aa  it  was  called)  of  tweniv-^nw 
carats  fine.by  Henry  the  eighth,  or  that  of 
inferior  standard  he  also  iatrodaced  of 
twenty  cariata  fine,*  or  even  the  rnorraoufl 
debasement  of  the  silver  coin  in  the  reign 
of  Edwaad  the  sisth,  Wias  ever  considered 
aaillegaU  however  justly  condemned  aa 
impohtic  and  ii^urious.  Nothing  is  more 
easy,  bot  nothing  more  fallacious,  thanta 
ai^ue  from  the  abuse,  against  the  use ; 
and  tooeniand«.  that  a  prerogative  doea 
not  exist,  because,  if  onwiaeiy  or  corrupts 
ly  aaerdsed,  it  may  produce  conaequencea 
if^urious  to  the  public.  Power  mus^  ia 
every  government,  be  lodged  somewbexa* 
And  every  prerogative  is  vested  in  the 
crown  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  aob^ 
ject  to  tho  responsibilky  of  the  advisers  of 
the  crown,  and  to  the  auperintendeace  of 
parliament  What  prerogative  can  be' 
more  important  or  more  dangerous  to  the 
pnblic  than  that  of  war  and  pence,  and 


•-■••^^piw. 


*  Tbeae  three  diflerent  standards  of  gold 
coin  are  distingoisbed  by  the  namea  of 
angel  gold,  crown  gold  (which  as  tho 
itandard  now  ii»ose)^and  aovereign  gold^^ 
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what  other  security  4htn  thoie  I  have 
'  mentioued,  ha^  the  nation  againit  nnjutt 
and  impolitio  wars } 

Among  the  artiBces  of  debate  which 
have  been  resorted  to  oo  this  occasion,  one 
of  the  moiit  common  has  been  the  intro- 
duction of  great  names  as  authorities  in 
the  question  ;  but  when  the  opinions  of 
the  great  men  so  ostentatiously  mentioned 
come  to  be  examined,  they  wilF  be  found 
either  to  have  oo  reference  to  it»  or  an 
effect  contrary  to  that  for  which  they 
were  brought  forward. 

I  might  have  been  teriified  with  the  in- 
troduction of  lord  Liverpool  as  an  autho- 
rity against  my  opinions,  if  I  had  not 
known  that  that  nobleman  states  ther  royal 
prerogative  very  nearly  in  the  same  words 
as  I  have  used  in  my  Resolution:  and 
^ven  that  a  great  part  of  his  valuable  work 
is  taken  up  in  discussing  the  mode  in 
which  that  prerogative,  which,  following 
air  Matthew  Hale,  he  treats  as  indisputable, 
ought, to  be  exercised. 

1  should  still  more  have  shrunk  from  the 
weight  of  a  yet  greater  name,  that  of  air 
Isaac  Newton,  tf  1  had  not  recollected  that 
ills  Report,  instead  of  confirming  the  pur- 
jKMe  for  which  it  was  cited  by  the  hon. 

Sent  in  reality  destroys  it  It  was  pro- 
nced  to  support  the  doctrine  of  an  in- 
Tariable  standard  of  currency ;  but,  un- 
fortunately for  the  argument,  Newton 
concludes  by  recommending  an  alteration 
<»f  the  current  value  of  the  guineas  from 
fiU.  6d.  to  2U. 

This  recommendation  was  actoaUy  car- 
ried into  effect ;  and  it  is  observable  that 
the  Parliament  in  1717,  was  so  sensible, 
that  this  was  a  subject  properly  beloueing 
to  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and  so 
caatious  of  interfering  with  it,  that,  in- 
l^tead  of  proceeding  by  act  of  Parliament, 
both  Houses  addressed  the  King  to  issue 
his  proclamation. 

I  recollect  only  one  oth^r  circametance 
connected  with  the  subject  of  this  first 
Resolution,  to  which  I  think  it  necessary 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houm.  .  It  is 
that  of  a  proposition,  first,  I  believe, 
brought  forward  b^  the  hon.  gent,  oppo- 
rite  (Mr.  Huskiason),  in  his  able  publica- 
tion on  the  BnllioD  Report,  and  since  re- 
peated both  by  him  and  his  right  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Canning)  in  their  speeches, 
to  allow  the  circulation  of  guineas,  or  at 
least  of  such  gnineai  as  are  mIow  the  tur* . 
rent  weight,  at  whatever  value  they  might 
find  in  the  market.  X)n  this  1  must  ob- 
■erve,  in  the  first  pU^e^  that  light  guipeai 
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are  already  a  marketable   coiQBMdit]r» 
Ihey  are  no  longer  eurrent  tmeofy,  bat 
mere  bollioo,and  may  be. lawfully  bcmght 
and  sold  aa such, .though  not 'for  the  pur* 
pose  of  exportation.    But  what ^a  xiiricHie 
measure  of  value  wouM  those  boo.  gvnti^ 
men  introduce  by  means  of  a  cnrrMiar 
which  would  have  no  fixed  value  ixk'itmmU; 
when,  in  every  purchase,  tbeie  mnet  tie  a 
double  bargain,  firat,  for  the  commiKtity, 
and  next  for  the  rate  at  which  the  noiiey 
shall  be  received,  which.must,  in  all  .caec^ 
be  weighed  with  tb*  greateit  eaaotneaa  I 
*<-a  measure  eubject  to  daily  variation,  4o 
continual  diapote,  and  every  speoiee  ^ 
fraud  and  imposition;   for  how  aee  abe 
peasantry  of  the  country,  for  iaetanee,  to 
know  and  follow  the  fittctoatioDS  ^  the 
bttUioo  marlMt  in  London,  and  alwvya  !• 
carry  with   them    exaot    weights    aad 
scales?  We  shoold,  indeed,  pussies  me* 
tallic.  money,  on  which  those  gentlemet 
lay  so  mooh  stress,  bat  divealed  of  eiiverj 
quality  which  makes  money  vatuabie  ae 
an  instrument  of  commerce. 

And  what  then  will  become  of  eU  their 
arguments  respecting  a  foed  isHrariebie 
standard,  in  commenting  upion  which,  1 
have  been  obliged  to  trouble  tlie  Hooae 
so  long  ? 

But  suppose  the  rate  at  which  Ibis  new 
currency,  the  Ugbt  guineas,  sbaU  p^ia,  to 
be  regulated  by  public  authority,  bv  pro* 
clamation,  or  by  Resolution  of  the  Honse 
of  Commons,  if  it  is  thought  right,  aa  their 
arguments  seem  to  imply,  to  l^e  this 
branch  of  the  prerogative  from  the  crown, 
are  all  light  guineas  to  pass  at  an  eqnal 
rate— -is  one  which  has  lost  twenty  grains 
of  iu  current  weight  to  be  equal  to  ane- 
tfaer  which  has  lost  only  one,  er  u  tbe 
value  10  be  regulated  b^  weight?  In  this 
case,  we  return  to  the  inconveniences  of 
continued  weighing  and  all  the  tricks 
which  may  attend  it.  And  what  security 
is  there  that  the  Eesololion,  which  fisM 
the  value  of  c^in  this  week  acconiing  to 
the  price  of  the  bullion  market,  nay  not 
vaify  from  it  tbe  next,  and  the  boasted 
equivalency  of  money  and  hnllioa  ha 
again  as  much  lost  as  it  is  at  present? 

After  all,  what  is  such  a  si^ggeatidn  bet 
a  proposal  to  debase  the  standairf  of 
'money,  by  raising  the  denomiailiQP  of 
the  coin — an  idea  at  which  thoea  very 
gentlemen  express  so  mnch  horror  es  |o 
exclaim  against  a  Resoletion  acknowMg* 
ing  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  because 
they  think  it  may  possibly  be  nnderaioed 
to  imply  that  aome  auch  meum  is  in 
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eoiilciB|ihliod,  Ihnigh  H  bM  iMen  most 
dUtiucUy  diaftvowed  both  hy  the  adviaen 
of  the  crown, -iiiid  the  framer  of  the  Rcso- 
lutiob  binueif. 

Bat  tbit  propotitioa  is  perticulftrly  lu- 
dicnrae  as  coming  from  that  right  hod. 
I^t  aficr  the  ridtcole  with  which  be, 
like  iome  ether  gentlemen,  has  treated 
the  additional  value  lately  given  to  the 
Bank  dollar  tokens*  I  am  far  fromr  com- 
mending that  measure  in  the  manner  .in 
which  it.was  carried  into  execution;  hot 
it  is  liable  to  no  one  objection  to  which 
the. light  hon.  gentleman's  proposal  is  not 
exposed,  and.it  is  fiee  from  the  most  im- 
portant* 

The  dollar  tokstn  bears  no. public  au* 
Ihority,  but  is  a  mere  silver  note  of  the 
.corporation  of  the  «Bank  of  England,  and 
receives  its  value  'from  their  engagement 
Id  make  it  good  at,a  certain  rate.  If  they 
were  to  choose*  for.wbatever  canse»  to  un- 
dertake to  pay  eleven  pounds  for'  every 
ten  pomid  note  issued  before  a  certain 
day,  I  kiKMr  not  who  could  have  any 
right  to  complain  of  them.  And  if  the 
Bank  were  to  issue  oolden  tokens,  though 
for  other  reasons,  f  might  think  such  a 
plan  objectionable*  I  should  not  complain 
of  their  want  of  weight,  thoogh  as  light 
aa  any  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  pro- 
pesad  money.  But  the  lisht  guinea,  ac- 
cording to  his  plan,  would  be  issued  by 
public  authority,  and  with  all  the  circum- 
stances attendinfp  a  Jegal  coin,  and  would, 
therefore,  be  neither  more  nor  less  than  a 
debasement  of  the  standard. 

On  the  second  Resolution  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  dwell;  I  therefore  pass  to  Uie 
third,  which  hatf  substantially  been  the 
great  subject  of  our  long  debate  so  lar  as 
opinion  is  concerned. 

It  calls  upon  the  House  to  pronounce  its 
distinct  judgment  of  the  falsity  of  lb<Me 
opinions,  which  maintain  the  notes  of  the 
Bsok  of  £onland  to  be  depreciated  in  the 
ordinary  and  popular  sense  of  that  word, 
that  is,  in  the  sense  of  tbetr  bavins  lost 
their  value  <Munpyed  with  the  legal  coin 
of  the  country. 

This  Besolotion  hu  already  been  the 
subject  of  much  wit,  much  rimule,  much 
.loose  and  far- fetched  argumentation ;  but, 
I  think*  of  very  little  sound  reasoning  or 
distinct  evidence,  on  the  pastof  those  who 
oppose  it. 

My  first  appeal  was  to«faots»  because,  in 
•a  case  rderrmg  to  the  daily  business  and 
habits  of  lifip,  facts  cannot  be  wanting.  In 
•ppoeiiicii  lo  <tbe  daily  evidence  of  (the 


eqoivelencyof  iBaok^hofees  and ^easb  with 
which  every  man's  experience  muat'boEfte 
furnished  him,  all  the  industry » and  mm 
search  employed  on  this  occasion  have 
only  supplied  two  or  three  instances,  iHft 
of  an  established  difierence  of  ipfice,  hnt 
of  single  private.transActidns,.all  :of  them 
resting  on  hearsay  (though  I  do  not  mean 
to  dispute  their  truth),  alfof  them  attended 
by  some  circumstances  which  would  lead 
to  a  suspicron  of  an  intended  illegal  as- 
portation of  the  coin. 

With  a  view  to  place  the  question  upon 
the  ground  of  facts  more  autbenlioated 
and  qf  greater  notoriety,  I  referred  to  the 
absence  of  all  legal  proceedings  on  this 
subject.  It  was  immediately  hinted  to 
roe  that  such  proceedings  had  taken  plaoc. 
My  learned  friend  (Mr.  Jiiorris)  has  since 
produced  his  instance ;  and  if  ever  a  ride 
was  proved  by  its  exception.  It  is  ifae  vnle 
which  I  have  laid  down  of  the  eipitvalencjir 
of  Bank-notes  to  cash.  The  case  produaed 
is  that  of  Grigsbyand  Uakes,  in  1600,  of . 
which  I  probably  must  have  beard  at  that 
time,  though  it  had  escaped  my  recoQec- 
tioo  when  be  alluded  to  it.  ^  * 

In  this  case  an  action  was  brongbt  by  a 
gentleman  against  a  country  banker  vrhn 
ofiered  payment  for  some  of  his  own  notes 
in  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England.  This 
payment  was  rejected  by  the  plaimii^ 
who  demanded  that  a  .five  pound  sMie 
should  be  paid  in  guineas;  and,  «•  the 
refusal  of  the  banker,  brought  hia  action. 
He  obtained  a  verdict  under  tbedtrectiona 
of  the  learned  judge,  and  it  was  confimad 
by  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  couit  of 
common  pleas,  who  determined  that  Bank 
notes  were  not  a  legal  tender. 

This  case,  therefore,  proves  that  mif 
statement  of  the  law  a  lew  days  ago  was 
correct,  and  that  eleven  years  since  it  was 
solemnly  adjudged  and  pablidy  known, 
that  Bank  notes  are  not  a  legal  tender; 
and  iG  from  that  time  lothe  present,  ihey 
have  fiassed  gencsrally  current,  and  an 
other  action  has  been  brought,  can  a 
stronger  instance  be  given  that  41107  '^*^* 
tinue  to  be  supported  by  oobltc  opinion 
(as  is  affirmed  in  the  BoHMOtion)  withont 
the  force  of  law. 

There  <were  eome  circumstances  at- 
tending the  original  trial  which  I  have 
learnt  ifom  an  eye-witness,  and  which 
seam  to  me  not  nndeserving  of  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House.  The  learned  judge  (Mr. 
Jnstice  Heath)*  in  the  firat  inMancie,  aa- 
coasmended  to  the  jury,  to  find  a  vswdict 
for  4he  .plaiotiff.    After  a  few  imiMtea  can* 
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SQliation  the  jurj,  however^  brought  \n  a 
verdict  for  ^e  defendant.  Mr,  Jostice 
Heathy  deeming  the  verdict  an  improper 
coe»  refused  to  take  it,  and,  after  explain- 
ing to  them  how  he  understood  the  law  to 
itand,  recommended  to  them  to  reconsider 
their  verdict.  They  again  consalted,  and, 
after  a  short  time,  the  foreaaan  tarned 
about,  and  said,  *<  My  lord,  we  find  for 
the  defendant/'  Nor  was  it  till  after  a 
aeriouB  admonition  from  the  learned  judge, 
that  it  was  their  bounden  duty*  under  the 
oath  they  had  taken,  to  sacrince  their  ho- 
nest feelings  to  the  strict  law  of  the  case, 
Ihat  they  could  be  prevailed  opon  .to  re- 
turn a  conditional  verdict  for  the  pjaintifi^ 
vubjeci  to  the  opinion  of  the  court  on  the 
point  of  law. 

Nothing  can  more  strongly  prove  the 
Mate  of  public  opinion  at  that  time,  than 
the  circomstanCcsi  of  this  trial ;  nor  is  it 
pQStible  to  have  more  condosive  evidence 
of  its  continuance,  thaq,  that  from  1800  to 
this  day,  no  fresh  action  has  been  brought, 
Botwithstanding  so  clear  and  authoritative 
a  declaration  of  the  law. 

A  right  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Can- 
nmg),  m  commenting  on  this  Resolution, 
treated  with  great  ridicule  the  idea  which 
Iw  aupposed  me  to  entertain,  that  pnblk 
estimation  could  be  the  true  standard  mea* 
■are  of  the  value  of  a  currency ;  and  the 
eemmon  measure  of  the  two  parts  of  a 
onrrency,  at  compared  with  each  other. 
I  beg  to  remind  the  right  hon  gent.,  that 
I  never  hinted,  much  less  stated  in  a  fbnaal 
Besolution,  that  the  value  of  a  legal  cur- 
rency was  to  be  measured  by  public  etti- 
■lalion*  But  of  the  value  of  a  paper  c«r- 
rency,  a  currtncy  purely  repraaentative, 
public  estimation  it  the  true  and  only 
neaaore.  By  what  other  measure  would 
the  right  hon.  gent,  try  the  depreciation 
•f  Bank-notes  }  Whether  he  iafera  that 
depreciation  from  a  comparison  of  notea 
with  legal  money,  with  bullion,  or  with 
any  other  article,  poblicestimation  is  still 
the  rule  which  ascertaina  thair  compara- 
tive value. 

The  le|^l  coin  has  a  specific  value  af* 
fixed  to  It  by  la#.  The  notea  of  the 
Bank  of  England  profess  to  have  the  same 
value ;  but  whether  they  actually  possess 
h,  most  be  decided  by  the  public  opinion. 
nat  opinion  is  proved,  and  proved  ineon« 
testably,  by  the  general  and  acknowledged 
practice  in  ordinary  transections.  Thia  is 
Bay  answer  to  the  qeeation  put  to  me,  by 
wont  meaaore  the  equivalency  of  Bank 
Mtee  and  caihwaa  lo  be  tried;  and  it 


agieea  ha  aebatenoc  wttl^  Ihat  fpiwmu  bj 
the  noble  lord  <K>poaite  tome  (lord  Caaiie- 
reagfi),  who  le&ried  ta  the  equal  value 
allowed  for  each  in  the  purehaae  of  €roa»> 
inoditiee  at  the  test  of  their  eqoivaleacy. 
Among  oommoditiet  I  certainly  inclode 
bullion;  but  the  question  wouid  bo  leas 
fairly  tried  by  an  inquiry  iate  deelinga  ia 
bullion  than  in-  any  other  article,  on  ac- 
count of  the  temptation  which  neat  always 
occur  to  convert  the  gold  coin  into  bollioa 
of  superior  value  by  illegally  melting  it 
down.  '  The  compariaon  ought,  tberefoie, 
in  this  case,  to  be  made  between  parchascs 
or  bullion  paid  for  in  Bank  notea  end  ia 
silver  coin,  with  respect  to  which  tbe  suae 
temptation  does  not  exial. 

upon  this  sobject  the  right  hott.  goal 
and  his  friends  are  itry  willing  to  talk 
largely,  but  not  equally  wilKng  to  ceaae 
to  a  de6nition.  I  took  the  liberty  of  ask- 
ing the  gentleman  nexthiia,  inwhataesMe 
he  used  the  word-  depreciation,  becaose, 
both  ft'om  his  geaeval  accuracy,  and  the  pe- 
culiar  attentioo  which  wa  all  know  he  kes 
paid  to  the  aubjeot,  1  thoegbt  him  the 
meat  likely  to  give  me^  clear  anaarer. 

He  gave  me  no  anawevat  the  tiase  |  aad 
though  be  afterwards  aaaweved*  not  aty 
question,  but  my  speech^  at  great  length, 
aad,  as  uaoal,  with  great  ability  aad  safet- 
asation,  he  really  at  last  left  bm  at  a  leas 
to  kaow  what  m  meant  epoa  thia  aimple 
pointy 

The  right  hon.  geat.  beareaae,  after- 
wards took  the  place  of  bia  friend,  and  gave 
an  answer  to  my  qaaalion :  "  The  atiadgad 
depteciation  of  Banlwiotea  cesssislB^**  aays 
he,  *'  in/  this,  that  whereaa  ihey  did,  in 
ftct,  repreaent  herelofona  tlie  real  aa  well 
as  the  nonuoal  value  of  tbe  coin  whsch 
constitutes  our  lawfal  moneys  they  new 
represent  ita  nominal  vahie  onUr/'  II  by 
real  value  the  right  boa.  ^nC  m^ana  the 
value  of  the  metal  tsentained  in  the  coin 
considered  at  boltioo,  and  by  noaainal 
value  the  legal  current  value  of  tbe  coin, 
according  to  ila  denoaaiaatieo  (and  I  eaa* 
ael  give  any  dtber  inleiligible  avnae  tohia 
words),  he  may  safely  vote  for  aiy  ftese* 
lutien,  for  I  only  anraa  ihal  BaiidMkitea 
are  eqatvakot  to  the  kgal  caveeai  value  of 
the  coin ;  and  the  eniy  diflbrence  between 
US  will  be,  that  be  afGemsthel  they  hereto- 
fore did  represent  the  bullion  value  of  the 
metal,  which  I  deny. 

i  affirm,ea  the ^eeatrary^ that thej  have 
'represented  aoosetimea  mate  aad  eaai^ 
time  leas  than  that  bullion  ? alue ;    nay. 
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thne;  md  even  that  thf  y  represent  both 
more  mod  lets  at  this  very  momeBt,  Th'is 
may  seem  paradoxical;  bat  I  beg  the 
House  to  remember^  that  if  Bank-notes  are 
of  leas  irahw  than  the  gold  contained  in 
fkte  goid  coin  which  tbty  represent,  they 
are  of  much  more  talae  than  the  silver 
eoatnkied  in  the  sihrer  coin  which  they 
ei|tiaUy  represent,  and  which  is  equalty 
legal  money.  ■ 

If  the  right  hoo.  gent  contends  that 
they  are  depreciated  eighteen  or  twenty 
p«r  cant*  beeaon  they  are  of  so  much  less 
talue  m  the  boUion  market  than  a  qoan- 
*  lily  of  atandard  gold  cqoal  in  weight  to 
iMtr  denominative  value  in  gold  coin,  I 
bttve  an  eqoal  right  to  affirm,  that  they 
are  Skt  a  premium  of  twelve  of  fifieen  per 
cent  bocaasetfaey  are  worth  so  much  more 
than  the  aitver  contained  in  an  equal  deno- 
minative vahR  of  onr  present  silver  coin. 

The  argument  is  equally  good  in  both 
eases,  bot  indeed,  in  my  opinion,  little 
better  than  trifling  in  either.     For  the 
right  hoo.  gent*  forgets  that  when  an  ingot 
bas  passed  throegh  the    Mint   it    loses 
the  character  of  bullion,  and  can  never 
legaUy  tesome  it    The  prioe  of  bollion 
bought  with  money,  as  it  was  before  the 
Bank  restriction,  varies,  therefore,  as  fire- 
qaeiitly  as  when  bought  with  Bank»noie«. 
Instead  of  its  remaining  fixed  and  invaria- 
ble al  the  Altnt  price,  we  find  by  the.ac- 
counts  apon  the  table,  that  in  seventy-^ 
aighl  years  previoos  to  the    reatriction, 
geld   bollion  was  at,  or  ilnder,  the  Mint 
price  only  twenty-fight  years  and  a  half, 
aad  silver  bnUtonno  more  than  three  years 
and  two  months.    Yet  it  is  now  contended 
that  Benh<4ietes  are  depreciated  because 
they  do  not  preserve  an  equivalency  to 
bullion,  vrhich,  except  at  short' and  oncer- 
tain  intervals,  our  coin  never  did.    That 
eqaivaleBcy  is  absolutely  predudeil    by 
tisa   laws   which    prohibit   the    melting 
Hewn  and  exportation  of  our  coin  as  bul- 

i  am  not  arguing  in  defence  of  the  poKcy 
ef  riiose  laws,  th^gh  it  is  much  eSsier  to 
aee  their  defects,  than  to  devise  a  system 
which  shall  be  free  from  inconvenience. 
The  Billion  Cenmiitee,  who  have  not 
ventured  to  recommend  the  repeal  of  those 
laws,  and  have  not  even  entered  into  any 
formal  discuiaion  of  their  operatiooand 
tendency  r  or  suggested  any  other  measorea 
which  might  he  subititutcd  for  them,  but 

"*  Jott  hiat  a  ftmlt,  ead  b«itale  iMbt  ;** 

yet  tt  vrell  u  the  right  hon*  gent  090. 
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stantly  argue  as  if  no  such  laws  existed* 
or  as  if  they  were  totally  obsolete,  and 
had  no  operation  whatever.  The  fact  is* 
that  those  laws  have  a  real  and  not  incQQ«* 
siderable,  though  by  no  means  an  eflfec* 
tual  operation ;  and  .it  is  precisely  this 
state  of  things  which  constitutes  one  of  my 
principal  oQections  to  the  resumption  of 
cash  paymenta. 

If  the  exportation  of  coin  were  free  and 
lawful,  the  Bullion  Committee  could  nol 
recommend  the  removal  of  the  Bank  r^ 
striction,  unless  gold  could  be  obtained 
sufficient  both  for  our  internal  use  and  fee 
exportation ;  and  the  moment  they  could 
prove  that  such  was  the  case,Ishouid  meal 
willingly  concur  in  thmr  cecommendation* 
On  tbB  other  hand,  if  the  exportation  of 
coin  could  be  effectually  prevented,  i 
should  see  much  leas  objection  than  I  do 
to  the  removal  of  the  restriction,  because  I 
do  believe  it  to  be  possible,  though  at  a 
considerable  sacrifice,  to  procure  as  mncb 
sold  as  might  be  sufficient  to  supply  o«r 
mternal  circulation ;  and  I  should  think 
the  object  worth  a  considerable  sacrifice^ 
though  whether  to  the  extent  which  mtglit 
be  necessary,  would  require  a  careful  exa* 
minatioa. 

But,  in  the  present  state  of  the  law  aaA 
the  circumstances  atteading  it,  the  real  eC* 
feet  of   the  removal  of  the    restriction 
could  only  be  (and  the  real  object  of  many 
of  those  who  are  clamorous  for  it,  how* 
ever  they  may  have  concealed  their  viaura 
from  the  Committee,  I  have  no  doubt  is^ 
merely  to  throw  upon  the  Bank  the  losa 
arising  frbm  the  purchase  of  bollion  at  the 
present  advanced  rate,  in  order'to  profit 
by  the  illegal  exportation  of  the  coin  pro« 
duced  from  it.    in  thir  object  they  woukl^ 
fos  a  tiixM>  socce«^  though  commonly  at 
the  expence  ef  peijory  to  themselves,  and 
always  of  embarrassment  and  stagnatioa- 
to  trade  in  general,  while  the  profesaed  and 
ostensible  objects  of  the  measure  weald  ba 
entireiy  frustrated. 

I  am  unwilling  to  revert  to  the  argument 
fur  the   depreciation    of  our   currency^ 
drawn  from  the  stat^  ef  the  exchanges^ 
having,  on  a  former  night,  troubled  the 
House  for  a  considerable  t'mie,  upon  that 
subject,  and  not  thinking  that  my  argiH 
menta  have  received  any  answer  which 
calls  for  a  reply  on  my  part    1  cannot^ 
however,  omit  to  notice  an  important  ad- 
mission made  by  the  learned  chairman  ha. 
his  reply  ^   an  admission  whichr  indeed^ 
flowed  so  evidently  from  the  priociplar. 
he  aaaames,  timfc  by  Mgacity  iriaH 
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oiiTMy  of  tbe  aerief  of   hittoricid  Eeio^ 
Ittttoooy  iMMP  under  coosideralioa,  the  ob- 
jections to  which  I  tbiftk  I  have  nhiled. 
I  know  not,  indeed,  «4efeber  I  sm  ai 


what  the  Boliion  Cooninittoe  tiMBielTeo 
call  the  ancient  policy  of  oor  law.  Thw 
call  h,  indeed,  donbtfbl  and  qaeitnnabi» 
polity  v(and  moh  Itoo  thkik  it);  hatii iaa 
Kber^  to  claim  this  edmictai(  accorncy  as  I  point  on  which  they  die  not  haaaad  Ma 
applying  to  the  first  Besolotion*     It  is  a      -*-'        ^l       «  ^  ?- 

Resolotion  declaratory  of  law,  as  well  as 
of  iiistoriosl  faot ;  .hat  eqaally  capable  of 
beii^  combated  by  an  Amettdment,  point- 
ing out  ita  inaccuracy  if  any  esiaif.    If  I 
have  laid  down  the  pMvogati^m  of  the 
crown  evroneoosly,  'why   era    Hoi   the 
slatutes,  the  declarations  oiflParManiani,  the 
authentic  deCnments  of  any  kind,  which 
prove  my  error,  embodied  in  an  AiMod- 
ment  to  oppose  me  ?  I  shonld,  therefore, 
he  entitled  to  assume,  that  no  solid  ground 
of  objection  conid  be  found. 

But  as  I  am  desirous,  if  posBblay  to 
vnoid  troubling  the-  House  n  third  time, 

and  OS  many  comments  of  rarloas  hinds 

have  been  m^e  on  this  Resoluiioa*  and 
on  tbe  subject  of  the  standanl  of  money 

connected  with  it,  I  think  it  amy  be  pro- 
per to  say  something  respecting  it,  h^ 

lore  I  coH  upon  the  House  in  form  to 

adopt  it. 

i  hay^  been  charged  by  the  right  holDi. 

gent  opposite  (Mr.Cammg)  with  reject* 

iog  *'  altogether  the  established  doctrine 

0f  a  fixed  standard  of  the  cnrrcoey  of  the 

reahn;  and  with  bending  and  accommo* 

dating  the  fundamental  principles  of  Our 

money  system,  to  the  state  of  our  curmncy, 

a^ch  as  I  happen  to  find  it.^' 

1  answer,  thatneither  in  this  Besolution, 

«or  in  what  I  have  said  on  a  late  occasion, 

vaspecting  the  standard  of  money,  have  I 

Merred  at  all  to  the  present  stote  of  our 

currency,  as  consisting  chiefly  of  paper, 

but  to  the   legal  meUllic  mouey  of  this 


apinioa««^he7  do  not  reoamniQad 
peal.  Yet  the v  contend,  that  bankti 
am  idepseoiated  because  they  hare  not  sn 
equivalency,  which  our  legal  coin  neuar 
had,  and,  till  onr  laws  are  ahemd,  neemp 
caii'hawe.  The  value  of  oor  money>mBf' 
not  lonly  fall  short  of  hnlliol^  but  anwt 
under  diffiiraot  circomalances,  ezoced  it» 
That  this  might  happen  while  asei^nongv 
was  taken  on  bur  coias,  as  itdoes  m  other 
countries  where  that  is  th»eapa,isobTiQaa; 
but  we  haire  a  more  recent  instance  of  a 
dsfierent  kind. 

It  is  well  known,  that  any  pei 
carry  gold  bullion  to  the  Mint,  andta 
titled  to  have  it  returned  in  coin,  freeaf 
expehce,   the  charge  .of  coinaea    being 
boraa  hy  the  public.     While  lUs  la  the 
case,  gold  ballion  can  never  he  materially 
cheaper  than  its  weiglst  in  coin ;  or,  in 
other  words,  can  fall  but  little  below  tha 
Mint  price-;  that  h^  no  more  than  may.  be 
equivalent  to  some  trouble,  and  a  small 
loss  of  interest  occasioned  hy  the  delay. 
The    same  law   subsisted  with    tespeal 
to  tbe  silver  coin,  till  a  few  years  ago; 
and    therefore,    standard    silver    ballioa 
could  never  fell  usach  bebw  the  Mint 
price  of  5s.  2d.  aa  ounce*     But  in  1797* 
aa    Act    was   passed,  prohibiting  eilvev 
coinage ;   and  since  that  time,  standard 
silver  has  fallen  as  low  as*  5a.    Now  will 
the  right  hen.  gent,  deny,  that,  at  ouch  a 
time,  a  pouad  weight  of  staadard  silver 
bullion  might  have  been  purchased  and 
I  paid  for  in  legal  ailver  oaia*  worn  down  to 


kingdom.      What  I  affirm -is,  that  afiatad  I  no  more  than  eight  oaaees'  weight;  or 


and  invariable  equivalency  between  oar 

legal  money  and  bullion,  never  hm  been 

esteblished  by  our  laws.    I  have  proved  it 

in  practice  b v  showing,  tfiat  very  difierent 

weighu  of  silver  money  are,  and  always  I  alaaya  must  he  a  pound  of  silver  and 

have  been,  equally  current  as  a  legal  ten»    thing  e)se,vall  the  world  over  ? 

der»    It  is  not  lem  easy  to  prove  in  theory         ~ 


will  be,  in  such  a  case,  affirm  the  exact 
equivdency  of  coin  to  balHon,  ami  say, 
as  some  svfao  maintain  the. same  opinions 
have  said,  that  a  pound  of  sil^eiv  is,  aad 


that,  until  our  laws  are  altered,  it  is  im« 
possible  this  equivalency  should  h^  pre- 
served. So  long  as  the  exportetion  or  oor 
coin  is  prohibited,  the  *  merchant  who 
wants  to  send  gold  abroad  must  be  Gon* 
tented  to  give  more  for  such  bullion  as 
asay  be  legally  exported,  than  ite  weight 
in  legal  money.  This  is  not  a  law  of  re> 
oeat  date— not  oa  attempt  to.  bead  end 
accommodate  the  principles  of  oar  mon&r 
system  to  the  state  of  our  currency.    It  u 


The  right  hon.  gent,  tells  us^  tha^''  a 
pound  sterling  is  either  ^  of  a  pound  of 
standard  silver,  or  ^  of  a  ^inea  weigh* 
ing  not  le«  than  fiva  peanf'^eights, 
eight  mins.  Thia  is  tha  simple,  aad  the 
only  aefiaitioa*  which  the  practiae  alour 
ancestors  recognites,  and*  the  law  of  the 
conalry  allows.^' 

Let  "us  now  consider  whet  tha  practice 
af  our  anaeotorahas  really  been,  and  what 
the  law  reaUy  is.  Wa  shall  find,  thot»  in 
thapractica  of  aar  aaoeston*  tha  weight 


an 
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oTtilfWf  of  dw  pieitiit  ttMdaid  fiticnes^ 
conUiaed  in  a  poaad  uterttng,  ha»  varied 
from*  eleven  ooncct,  fiv«  p«nQy<>wetgbta» 
t»  00  mor»  ihtta  leventeen  penay-weighifb 
Witli  ratpcct  to  ibe  law,  we  know  that  the 
greater  fwrt  of  oor  tilfvr  currency  now 
pwtea  legaHy  €«nrent»  not  at  |.J:  of  a 
po«id  weifflH,  bttt  -^  or  ^  lo  the  poiiod 
ttorling.  I  beg  not  to  ^e  nnderstood  aa 
defending'  the  debasement  of  our  money, 
evbieb  haa^  at  vartoos  tinie>,  taken  place  ; 
er  aa  eontendvng  that  the  praient  state  of 
onr  silver  coin  ia  net  an  erii.  Neither 
am  i  dbeossfng  tho  trae  jtrinciplea  of  le» 
gislatkNi  wftb  respect  to  emveney.  Of  in^ 
^Airtof  whether  it  might  not  be  wise,  l^ 
aome  vegdationt  like  thoao  of  the  banks 
of  Amsterdam  ami  Hamborgh,  or  in  some 
cfther  way»  to  establish  an  e^fnivaloDor  of 
^aloe  between  money  and  bullion.  The 
right  hen.  gent,  appeals  to  fact  and  law, 
and  I  am  showing  that  fact  and  law  do  not 
•appofft  bim.  Upon  these  gMninds  alone 
ami  reaaeniogiand  on  tbesa  alone  the 
fiflsolution  Usms.; 

1  baTO  btiherta  been  speabiag  of  the 
mher  cefn,  which,  till  within  modem 
times^  was  tho  only  legal  measure  of  taine. 
NoianW  Mr.  Locker  bnt  a  nsuoh  later 
writer,  Mr.  Harris,  in  his  sensible  and  use- 
M'  work  on. coins,  pobbshed  so  late  ii  in 
1757»  contends  that  it  ia  the  wee  and  only 
BMaaure  wbicfa  can  bo  properly  establish- 
oA  But  all  I  hare- said  applies  ^qci^ly  to 
the  gold  coin  at  any  time  previoaato  1774, 
and  tbo  period  from  that  time  to  the  present 
baa  act  only  been  much  too  short  to  oon8i»> 
inta  anr  instance  of  seitlod  andl  established 
poriey«  but  h»  beew  tiroaghont  a  period 
of  deliberalioa  and  saapenae  with  respect 
m*  a  mvisiosi  of  oar  monetary  system, 
wbieft  temporary  cfreumslances  have  at- 
wayapravensed  from  being  completed  and 
OBSikd  into*  efifeci.  And  it  is  ubsmsablOa 
tbafei^  seeoM  to  hate  been  in  contempla- 
IHOtt  in  1774,  wbeu'  tho  cairenr  weight  of 
the goinaa  was Brst  fiaed,  tohaao limited 
Ibe  corrent  weight  of  the  salrer  coin  also, 
aalho  same  act  which  provided  lor  the 
ftbricalionof*weigh«a  and  scales,  for  the 
gold  coins,  directed  weighta  to  be  pro- 
pared  fbr  tbosilrer  coins  ^so,  althougb  no 
kndiniiott  of  theircaivent  weight  wa^,  in 
1k%  cMablisbed. 

Tbaafbr  I  hafc  spoken*  of  the  weight 

^only  of  our  coins ;    bot  tbo  Rosokitioir  is 

farposoljr   so  drawn   aa  to   aswrt    the 

ptorogataoo  of  «the   crown-  to   regulate 

Iboir  flnenem  also,  in  aU  cases  not  mt- 

*MI  by  Attof  PlurUament*   I  am  awave 


that  sbma  respectable  aatborities  may 
bt^  addttcedi.  to  controt ert  this  potitioav 
at  the  bead  of  which  is  that  of  sir  Ediward 
Coke.  •  But  when  i  fiad  it  laid  down  as 
indisputable  by  so  great  a  lawyer  as  sir 
Matthew  Hale,  and  affirmed,  after  an  eTav 
borate  and-  able  review  of  the  qaestiof^ 
by  lord  Livierpool,  I  caiinot  donbt  on 
which  side  the  weight  of  authority  pre- 
rails.  But  above  all,  when  I  find  that,  in 
the  course  of  agea,  tho  legality  of  thn  pre^ 
rogative  appeam  never  to  have  been  qnos^ 
tioned  in  any  parliamentary  or  pohlio 
document,  thougn  the  mode  of  itsexereise 
has  been  freaoently  and  justly  complained 
oC  I  cannot  hesida^  in  recommending  this 
Besolatien  to  the  House  aa  a  just  e»po8i*>  * 
tion  of  the  law. 

In  the  conrae  of  this  debals^  tbo  statute 
of  the  fl5  Edward  the  third,  chapter  1% 
baa  been  <|ooted  aa  controlling-  tliia  pre» 
rogatitve;  and  air  William  Blackstsina 
aeema  inclined  to  conasder  it  in  that  viesa. 
But  if  this  interpretation  is  to  be  put  on 
that  statntQ^  *d  it  is  to  be  considered  aa 
applying  to.  gold  coin»  every  guinea  whifsb 
has  ever  hecnstruck  has  been  a  violation 
of  it,  and  it  has  never,  in  any  insfeancew 
been  obeyed'  since  the  time  of  thariea  the 
ascend.  For  since  tbat  tiatev  no  gold 
money  baa  ever  been  atruck  of  the  6M 
atandacd  of  33^  caraU  fine.  Yet  I  do  not 
find  that  the  introduction  of  this-  new 
standard  (as  it  was  called)  of  twenlv-*tnw 
carats  fine  by  Heni^  tho  eighth^  or  that  af 
inferior  standard  he  also  iatrodaced  of 
twenty  carau  fine,*  or  even  the  enormous 
debasoment  of  the  silver  coin  in  the  reign 
of*  fidwaad  tho  sisth,  Was  ever  considered 
ae  illegal^  however  justly  condemned  aa 
impoiitie  and  ii^urious.  Nothing  is  mora 
easy,  but  nothing  more  fallacious,  than- to 
a^fuo  from  tho  abuse,  against  the  use  ( 
aM  to  conl^nd«i  tbat  a  prerogatifce  doea 
not  exist,  because,  if  unwisely  or  corrupt 
ly  eaercisedt  it  may  pcoduce  consequences 
ii\jurious  to.  the  public.  Power  mus^  in 
every  government,  be  lodged  somewban. 
And  every  prerogative  is  vested  in  the 
crown  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  anb> 
ject  to  tho  responsibility  of  the  advisers  of 
the  crown,  and  to  tho  auperintendenco  of 
parliament  What  prerogative  can  be' 
more  important  or  more  dangerous  to  tho 
public  than  that  of  war  and  peace,  and 
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*  Theae  three  diflerent  standards  of  gold 
ooin  are  disUnguished  by  the  names  of 
oogol  gold,  crown  gold  (which  is  the 
staMord  now  in  ose)^  and  sovereign  gold^ 


39]      HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  ■'Ibpm  ifOe  BOicn  Ctmmiuee— 


[» 


what  other  security  4htn  iboM  I  have 
^  mentioued,  ha^  the  nation  against  nnjust 
andimpolitio  wars? 

•  Among  the  artifices  of  debate  which 
have  been  resorted  to  on  this  occasion,  one 
of  the  most  common  has  been  the  intro- 
duction of  great  names  as  aothoritisls  in 
the  question ;  but  when  the  opinions  of 
the  great  men  so  ostentatiously  mentioned 
come  to  be  examined^  they  wilf  be  found 
either  to  have  do  reference  to  it^  or  an 
effect  contrary  to  that  for  which  they 
were  brought  forward. 

I  might  have  been  teriified  with  the  in- 
troduction of  lord  Liverpool  as  an  autho- 
rity against  my  opinions,  if  I  had  not 
known  that  that  nobleman  states  thcr  royal 
prerogative  very  nearly  in  the  same  words 
as  I  have  used  in  my  Resolution :  and 
even  that  a  great  part  of  his  valuable  work 
is  taken  op  in  discussing  the  mode  in 
which  that  prerogative,  wnich,  following 
3tr  Matthew  Hale,  he  treats  as  indisputable, 
ought, to  be  exercised. 

I  should  still  more  have  shrunk  from  the 
weight  of  a  yet  greater  name,  that  of  sir 
Isaac  Newton,  if  1  had  not  recollected  that 
Jils  Report,  instead  of  confirming  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  cited  by  the  hon. 
gent  in  reality  destroys  it  It  was  pro- 
duced to  support  the  doctrine  of  an  in- 
variable standard  of  currency  *;  but,  un- 
fortunately for  the  argument,  Newton 
concludes  by  recommending  an  alteration 
<»f  the  current  value  of  the  guineas  from 
*JU.  6d.  to  2Ls. 

This  recommendation  was  actoaUy  car- 
ried into  eilect ;  and  it  is  observable  that 
the  Parliament  in  1717,  was  so  sensible, 
that  this  was  a  subject  properly  belonging 
to  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and  so 
cautious  of  interfering  with  it,  that,  in- 
stead of  proceeding  by  act  of  Parliament, 
both  Houses  addressed  the  King  to  issue 
his  proclamation. 

I  recollect  only  one  oth#r  circametance 
connected  with  the  subject  of  this  first 
Resolution,  to  which  I  think  it  necessary 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houm.  .  it  is 
that  of  a  proposition,  first,  I  believe, 
brought  forward  b^  the  hon.  gent,  oppo- 
site (Mr.  Huskisson),  in  his  able  publica- 
tion on  the  Bullion  Report,  and  since  re- 
peated both  by  him  and  his  right  hon. 
fnend  (Mr*  Canning)  in  their  speeches, 
to  allow  the  circulation  of  guineas,  or  at 
least  of  tnch  guineas  as  are  below  the  <^ur- 
irent weight,  at  whatever  value  they  might 
find  in  the  market.  On  this  1  must  ob- 
•erve,  in  the  first  piace>  that  light  guineaa 


are  alre^y  a  marketable  ceiQBNdity* 
they  are  no  hmger  current  iinoiif y».  but 
mere  buHion,  and  may  be  lawfoUy  boogfal 
and  sold  aasuch,/thouffh  not^lbrthe  pur» 
pose  of  exportation.  Sut  whetja>cunous 
measure  of  value  would  those  hon.  gaatle 
men  introduce  by  means  of  a  cnrreaor 
which  would  have  no  fixed  value  iniitaelf; 
when,  in  every  purchase,  there  must  be  a 
double  bargain,  first,  for  the  cpmrnedity, 
and  next  for  the  rate  at  which  the  aMniey 
shall  be  received,  which  must,  in  all  caseiw 
be  weighed  with  the  greatest  exactness] 
<— a  measure  snbject  to  daily  variatioD,  40 
continual  dispute,  and  every  species  vt 
fraud  and  imposition ;  for  how  ace  al^ 
peasantry  of  the  country,  for  instaoee*  ta 
know  and  follow  the  fluctoatioos  of  the 
bullion  market  in  iiondon,  and  .aHraya  te 
carry  with  them  exaet  weights  epd 
scales  ?  We  sheuldj  iqdeed,  posiass  me* 
tallic.  money,  on  which  those  gaotleoMe 
lay  so  much  stress,  but  divested  of  eiivery 
quality  which  mak^s  money  valoahle  as 
an  instrument  of  commerce. 

And  what  then  will  beooma  o(  eU  their 
arguments  respecting  a  fixed  isnrariabJe 
atandard,  in  commenting  upon  which,  1 
have  been  obliged  to  trouUe  the  Ueoae 
so  long } 

But  suppose  the  rale  at  which  this  new 
currency,  the  light  guineas,  shay  fmrn,  to 
be  regulated  by  public  authority,  biv  pn^ 
damation,  or  by  Resolution  of  the  Hoaae 
of  Commons,  if  it  Is  thought  right,  as  their 
argumenu  seem  to  imply,  to  l^e  this 
branch  of  the  prerogative  from  the  csoiro, 
are  all  light  guineas  to  pass  at  an  equai 
rate— is  one  v^ich  has  lost  twenty  grains 
of  its  current  weight  u>  be  equal  to  am^ 
ther  which  has  lost  only  one,  or  u  the 
value  10  be  regulated  by  weight?  In  this 
case,  we  return  to  the  mcooveniencas  of 
continued  weighing  and  all  the  tricks 
which  may  attend  it.  And  what  security 
is  there  that  the  Resolution,  which  fixes 
the  value  of  CQin  this  week  according  to 
the  price  of  the  bullion  markat,  may  not 
vai[y  from  it  the  next,  and  the  boasted 
equivalency  of  money  and  bnlliea  be 
again  as  muck  lost  as  it  is  at  present? 

After  all,  what  is  such  a  sujggestian  bet 
a  proposal  .to  debase  the  standard  of 
'money,  by  raising  the  deoominaiiq^  of 
the  coin — an  idea  at  which  those  very 
gentlemen  expreu  so  much  horror  as  to 
exclaim  against  a  Resolntion  ecknowWg* 
ing  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  because 
they  think  it  may  possibly  be  ondersioad 
to  imply  that  some  such  measure  is  in 
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contanHibtiotif  though  it  hat  bten  most 
dUliiMUy  diMvowed  both  by  tho  odviMn 
of  the  crown,  •ond  the  firamor  of  the  Rcso- 
latiob  himielf. 

But  this  proposition  is  particularly  lu- 
dicrooe  as  coming  from  that  right  hoii. 
MDt  after  the  ridicule  with  which  he, 
like  iome  other  geatlemen,  has  treated 
the  additional  value  lately  given  to  the 
Bank  dollar  tokens.  lam  far  fron*  com- 
mending that  measure  in  the  manner  .in 
which  it.wat  carried  into  execution ;  but 
it  ia  liable  to  aaone  objection  to  which 
the.  right  hoo.  gentleman's  proposal  .is  not 
exposed,  and.it  is  fiee  from  the  most  im« 
portent. 

The  dollar  token  bears  no  .public  ao- 
ihortty,  but  is  a  mere  silver  note  of  the 
.corporation  of  the  ^Baiik  of  England,. and 
•receives  its  value  'from  their  engagement 
to  make  it  good  at«  certain  rate,  if  they 
vrere  to  choose,  fiur. whatever  causcj  to  un- 
.dertake  to  pay  eleven  pounds  for  every 
ten  poiqid  note  issued  before  a  certain 
day,  I  kl¥Mr  not  who  could  have  any 
right  to  complain  of  them.  And  if  the 
Bank  were  to  issue  floMen  tokensi  though 
for  other  seasons,  I  might  think  such  a 
plan  objectionable,  I  should  not  complain 
of  their  want  of  weight,  though  as  light 
as  anr  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  pro* 
posed  money.  But  the  light  guinea,  ac- 
cording to  his  plan,  would  be  issued  by 
public  authority,  and  with  all  the  circum- 
stances attending  a  legal  coin,  and  would, 
therefore,  be  neither  more  nor  less  than  a 
debasement  of  the  standard. 

On  the  second  Resolution  it  is  unneces- 
aary  to  dwell;  I  therefore  pass  to  the 
third,  which  hair  substantially  been  the 
great  subject  of  our  long  debate  so  far  as 
opinion  u  concerned. 

It  calls  upon  the  House  to  pronounce  its 
distinct  judgment  of  the  falsity  of  Ihose 
opinions,  which  maintain  the  not^a  of  the 
Bank  of  £otf land  to  be  depreciated  in  the 
ordinary  and  popular  sense  of  that  word, 
that  is,  in  the  sense  of  their  having  lost 
their  value  -compyad  with  the  legal  coin 
of  Che  country. 

Thia  Resololion  has  already  been  the 
aobject  of  oinoh  wit,  much  ri^ucule,  much 
.looae  and  far-fetched  argumentation ;  but, 
1  think,  of  very  little  sound  reasoning  or 
distinct  evidence,  on  the  past  of  those  who 
oppose  it. 

kf  y  first  appeal  was  totfiiots,  because,  in 
•a  CM  rafemog  to  the  dai^  business  and 
habits  of  life,  facts  cannot  be  inmting.  In 
#ppositk»  to  ibe  daily  evidence  of  dhe 


eooi  valency  of  iBaok-tiotes  and  ?easb  with 
which  er^ty  mnnVeiiperience  must^boEve 
furnished  him,  all  the  industry  >  arid  mb* 
search  employed  on  this  occssion  have 
only  supplied  two  or  three  instances,  ndt 
of  an  established  difierence  of  pfice,  hot 
of  single  private  transActidns,  all  of  them 
resting  on  hearsay  (though  I  do  not  mean 
to  dispute  their  truth],  alfof  tham-attonded 
by  some  circumstances  which  would  lead 
to  a  suspicion  of  an  intended  illegal  as- 
portation of  the  coin. 

With  a  view  to  piece  the  question  upon 
the  ground  of  facts  more  authenticated 
and  0/  greater  notoriety,  I  referred  to  the 
absence  of  alt  legal  proceedings  on  this 
subject.  It  was  immediately  hinte^  to 
me  that  such  proceeding^  had  taken  place. 
My  learned  friend  (Mr.  Morris)  has  ^ce 
produced  bis  instance;  and  if  ever  a  tula 
was  proved  by  its  exception,  it  is  the  rule 
which  I  have  laid  down  of  the  eqnivalenc[|r 
of  Bank-^notes  to  cash.  The  case  piodooed 
is  that  of  Grigsbyand  Oakes,  in  1600,of . 
v^hich  I  probably  most  have  heard  at  that 
time,  though  it  had  escaped  my  recoBec*- 
tion  when  be  alluded  to  it.  ^  ' 

In  this  case  an  action  was  brought  by  a 
gentleman  against  a  country  banker  vrho 
ofiered  payment  for  some  of^his  own  notes 
in  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England.  This 
payment  was  rejected  by  the  plaiiiiif{^ 
who  demanded  that  a  .five  pound  aole 
should  be  paid  in  guineas;  and,  on  ^ht 
refusal  of  the  banker,  brought  his  action. 
He  obtained  a  verdict  under  the  directions 
of  the  learned  judge,  and  it  was  confinnad 
by  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas,  who  determined  that  Baak 
notes  were  not  a  legal  tender. 

This  case,  therefore,  proves  that  aqr 
statement  of  the  law  a  few  days  ago  was 
correct,  and  that  eleven  years  since  it  was 
solemnly  adjudged  and  pnblidy  known, 
that  Bank  notes  are  not  a  legal  tender; 
«nd  iC  from  that  time  to  the  present,  ahey 
have  -passed  generally  current,  -and  no 
other  action  has  been  brought,  cam  a 
stronger  instance  be  given  that  they  con- 
tinue to  be  supported  by  ooblic  «»pmion 
(as  is  affirmed  in  the  BoMuntion)  authont 
the  forpe  of  law. 

Theve  <were  aome  circumstances  at- 
tending the  original  trial  which  I  have 
learnt  Dpom  an  eye-witness,  and  which 
seam  to  me  not  ondeaervi^g  of  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House.  The  learned  judge  (Mr. 
Xusiioe  Heath),  in  the  first  iaalanae,  m- 
commended  to  the  jury,  to  find  a  vatdict 
for  the  .plaiotiS.    After  a  few  mi— tss  ceo* 
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tuliatioo  the  juiy,  however^  brought  in  a 
Terdict  for  tbe  d«fendinl.  Mr.  Josiice 
Heath,  deeming  the  verdict  an  improper 
€oe,  refused  to  take  it,  and,  after  explain^ 
ing  to  them  how  he  understood  the  law  to 
stand,  recoonnended  to  them  to  reconsider 
their  verdict.  They  again  consnUed,  and, 
after  a  short  time,  the  foreanan  torned 
about,  and  said,  '*  My  h:>rd,  we  find  for 
the  defendant/'  Nor  was  it  till  after  a 
serious  admonition  from  the  learned  judge, 
that  it  was  their  bounden  duty,  under  the 
oath  they  had  taken,  to  sacrince  their  ho- 
nest feelings  to  the  strict  law  of  the  case, 
that  they  could  be  prevailed  opon.to  re- 
turn a  conditional  verdict  for  the  p)aintifl^ 
vobject  to  the  opinion  of  the  court  on  the 
point  of  Uw« 

Nothing  can  more  strongly  prove  ihe 
slate  of  public  opinion  at  that  time,  than 
ihe  circumstances  of  this  trial ;  nor  is  it 
poBiible  to  have  more  conclusive  evidence 
of  its  continuance,  thaii.  that  Irom  1800  to 
this  day,  no  (resh  action  has  beeii  brought, 
notwithstanding  io  clear  and  aothoritative 
m  declaration  of  the  law. 
'  A  right  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Can- 
ning), in  commentintr  on  this  Resolution, 
treated  with  great  ridicule  the  idea  which 
hit  supposed  me  to  entertain,  that  pabKc 
estimation  could  be  the  true  standard  mea- 
sore  of  the  value  of  a  currency ;  and  the 
common  measure  of  the  two  parts  of  a 
onrrency,  as  compared  with  each  other. 
I  beg  to  remind  the  right  hon  gent.,  that 
I  never  hinted,  much  less  stated  in  a  formal 
Besolotion,  that  the  value  of  a  legal  cor- 
Toncy  was  to  be  measured  by  pubKc  eeti- 
asation*  But  of  the  valoe  of  a  paper  c«r- 
rency,  a  currency  purely  rtpreseniative, 
public  estimation  is  the  true  and  only 
neaanre.  By  what  other  measure-  would 
Ihe  right  hon.  gent,  try  the  depreciation 
•f  Bank-notes }  Whether  he  infers  that 
depreciation  from  a  comparison  of  noiea 
with  legal  money,  with  bullion,  or  with 
any  other  article,  pobfic>estioiation  is  still 
the  rule  which  ascertains  their  compara- 
tire  value. 

The  lesal  coin  has  a  specific  value  af-. 
fixed  to  It  by  la#.  The  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  England  profess  to  have  the  same 
¥alae ;  but  whether  they  actually  possess 
It,  most  be  decided  by  the  public  opinion. 
That  opinion  is  proved,  and  proved  inoon« 
testably,  by  the  general  and  acfcnowledgnd 
practice  in  ordioar}*  transactions.  Tbia  is 
my  answer  to  the  qaestioa  pot  to  mo,  by 
wnat  measure  the  equivalency  of  Bank 
noteo  and  cash  was  to  bn  triod ;  and  it 


agveea  in  snbstance  wiil^  thai  gjiven  by 
tM  noble  lord  Opposite  to  mo  (lonl  Cnstl»> 
reagfi),  who  reteri«d  to  the  equal  valae 
allowed  for  each  in  the  porehase  of  coai- 
modities  as  tho  test  of  their  equivalency- 
Among  commodities  I  certainly  iaclode 
bullion;  but  the  question  would  bo  lem 
fairly  tried  by  an  inquiry  into  doalhigs  in 
bullion  than  in  any  other  artido,  on  n^ 
count  of  the  temptation  which  most  always 
occur  to  convert  the  gold  coin  into  bolltoa 
of  superior  value  by  illegally  meltioff  H 
down.  '  The  comparison  ought,  tbore£>re, 
in  this  case,  to  bo  made  between  parchasos 
of  bnllion  paid  for  in  Bank  notes  and  ia 
silver  coin,  with  respect  to  which  the  same 
temptation  does  not  exist. 

Upon  this  sobject  the  right  hon.  gonl 
and  his  friends  are  very  willing-  to  t^k 
largely,  but  not  equally  wiiling  to  conm 
to  a  definition.  I  took  the  liberty  of  aal^ 
ing  the  gentleman  next  him,  in  what  sense 
ho  used  the  word-  depreciation,  becaoae, 
both  firom  his  geaesal  accuracy,  and  the  pe- 
culiar attention  wUch  wn  all  know  his  baa 
paid  to  the  aubject,  1  thoagbt  him  tbe 
most  likely  to  give  me. a  clear  aoswar* 

Ho  gave  me  noansweval  the  timai  aisd 
though  he  afUtwards  answevcd,  not  aay 
question,  but  my  speech,  at  great  length, 
and,  as  ueoal,  with  great  ability  aad  iafoe- 
ssation,  he  really  at  last  \eh  ma  at  a  lass 
to  know  what  bo  meant  upon  this  simple 
pointy 

The  right  hon.  gent,  baereaev,  afia?- 
waffds  took  the  place  of  his  friend,  and  gave 
an  answer  to  my  qaastion :  *'  Tha  aMe^ged 
ileptociation  of  Bank*notaa  gensists^*^  says 
he,  **  in/ this,  thai  whereas  they  did,  in 
fact,  represent  heretofoen  the  real  at  well 
as  the  nonuoal  value  of  the  coin  which 
constitutes  our  lawCnl  moneys  they  now 
represent  ita  nominal  value  only."  II  by 
real  value  the  right  hon.  gent,  m^ans  the 
value  of  tbe  metal  contained  in  the  coin 
considered  as  bullion^  and  by  noassnal 
value  the  legal  current  value  of  tha  cain, 
>  according  to  its  denomination  (and  I  caa* 
not  give  any  6ther  inioiligible  sense  tnhis 
words),  he  may  safely  vote  for  my  Keso* 
Itition,  for  I  only  attroa  that  Bank'Ototes 
are  eqnivritnt  to  the  kgal  canent  valoa  of 
the  coin ;  and  the  oniy  difierenoe  between 
at  will  be,  that  he  affirms  that  they  hereto- 
fore did  represent  the  bullton  valiio  olf  the 
metal,  which  I  deny. 

i  aiirm,aa  the  ^eantrary^  that  thej  have 
represoniad  sometimes  meea  aad  asai#» 
time  lem  than  that  bullion  f aluo ;  nay, 
both  mora  and  lem  at  iha 
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Uine;  and  even  that  they  rq>retent  both 
more  and  lets  at  this  very  moment.  This 
may  seen  paradoxical ;  but  I  beg  the 
Uottse  to  remember,  that  if  Bank-notea  are 
of  lees  ^ahie  than  the  gold  cootained  in 
the  gold  coin  which  they  represent,  they 
are  of  much  mcwe  talae  than  the  silver 
eonljttiied  hi  the  sihrer  coin  which  they 
eiioally  represent,  and  whicii  is  equally 
l«^g«l  money.  • 

H  iba  right  boo.  gent,  contends  that 
they  are  depreciated  eighteen  or  twenty 
p«r  cflttt.  becaoM  they  are  of  so  much  leas 
%alue  m  the  boUioB  market  than  a  qmm- 
liljF  of  standard  gold  cqoal  in  vreigbt  to 
tMr  denominative  value  in  gold  coin,  I 
have  an  eqnal  right  to  affirm,  that  they 
af«  «t  a  preminm  of  twelve  or  fifteen  per 
cant,  bonuisethey  are  worth  so  much  more 
than  the  sihrer  contained  in  an  equal  deno- 
minatiTe  value  of  our  present  silver  coin. 

The  argument  is  equally  good  in  both 
cases,  but  indeed,  ha  mv  opinion,  little 
batter  than  trifling  in  either.  For  the 
right  hon.  gent*  forgets  that  when  an  ingot 
bM  passed  through  the  Mint  it  loses 
the  character  of  bullion,  and  can  never 
legally  resume  it.  The  prioe  of  bullion 
bought  with  nsoney,  as  it  was  before  the 
Bank  restriction,  varies,  therefore,  as  fire- 
queatiy  as  when  bought  with  Bank-notes. 


stantiy  argoe  as  if  no  such  laws  existed* 
or  as  if  they  were  totally  obsolete,  and 
had  no  operation  whatever.  The  fact  it, 
that  those  laws  have  a  real  and  not  incon- 
siderable, though  by  no  means  an  cflfec« 
tual  operation ;  and  .it  is  precisely  this 
state  of  things  which  constitutes  one  of  my 
principal  ejections  to  the  resumption  of 
cash  payments. 

If  the  exportation  of  coin  were  free  and 
lawful,  the  Bullion  Committee  could  not 
recommend  the  removal  of  the  Bank  re- 
striction, unless  gold  could  be  obtained 
sufficient  both  for  our  internal  use  and  far 
exportation ;  and  the  nomeat  they  coold 
prove  that  such  was  the  case,  IshonJd  most 
willingly  concur  in  thmr  cecommendatiao» 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  exportation  of 
coin  could  be  effectually  prevented,  I 
should  see  much  less  objection  than  I  do 
to  the  removal  of  the  restriction,  because  I 
do  believe  it  to  be  possible,  though  at  n 
considerable  sacriiice,  to  procure  as  mncb 
gold  as  might  be  sufficient  to  supply  our 
internal  circulation ;  and  I  should  thinM 
the  object  worth  a  considerable  sacrifice^ 
though  whether  to  the  extent  which  mtglit 
be  necessary^  would  reqmre  a  careful  exn* 
minatioa. 

But,  in  the  present  state  of  the  law  anA 
I  the  circumstances  attending  it,  the  real  eC* 


Instead  of  its  remaining  fixed  and  invaria*  I  feet  of   the   removal  of  the    restriction 


bleat  the  Mint  pnce,  we  find  by  the.  ac- 
counts npon  liie  table,  that  in  seventy* 
etghl  years  previous  to  the  restriction, 
gold  bullion  was  at,  or  ihider,  the  Mint 
peice  only  twenty-ftght  years  and  a  half, 
and  silver  bullion  no  more  than  three  years 
and  two  months.  Yet  it  is  now  contended 
that  Bank-notes  are  depreciated  because 
they  do  not  preserve  an  equivaTency  to 
bullion,  which,  except  at  short' and  oncer- 
taiB  inlervals,  our  coin  never  dicl.  That 
•c|tiivaleBcy  is  absolutely  precluded  hy 
tba  laws  which  prohibit  the  melting 
ciosrn  and  exportation  of  our  coin  as  bul- 
lion. 

lam  notasguing  indefence  of  the  poHcy 
•f  those  laws,  thf^ogh  it  is  much  easier  to 
aee  their  delects,  than  to  devise  a  system 
which  shall  be  free  from  inconventencc. 
The  Bdlioi>  Cemraiitee,  who  have  not 
ventured  to  recommend  the  repeal  of  thote 
laws,  and  have  not  even  entered  into  any 
formal  discussion  of  their  operation  and 
tendency,  or  suggested  any  other  measures 
which  mifbt  be  substituted  for  them,  but 


**  Jiut  Imt  m  ^m\  wmI  bestste  dSifike  {» 

yet  as  well  as  the  right  hoo.  gesL  coo. 


could  only  be  (and  the  real  objoctof  many 
of  those  who  are  clamorous  for  it,  how* 
ever  they  may  have  concealed  their  viaivs 
from  the  Committee,  I  have  no  doubt  is^ 
merely  to  throw  upon  the  Bank  the  lo« 
arising  from  the  purchase  of  bullion  at  the 
present  advancea  rate,  in  order'to  profit 
I  by  the  illegal  exportation  of  the  coin  pro« 
duced  from  it.  in  this  object  they  wo0ki» 
foe  a  timo  succeed^  though  commonly  at 
the  expence  of  peijmy  to  themselves,  and 
always  of  embarrassment  and  stagnatioo- 
to  trade  in  general,  while  the  profesaed  and 
ostensible  objects  of  the  measure  would  bn 
entirely  frustrated* 

Lara  unwillins^  to  revert  to  the  argument 
f(ir  the   depreciation    of  our   currency^ 
drawn   from  the  stat^  of  the  exchanges^ 
having,  on  a  former  night,  tronbled  thn 
House  for  a  considerable  t'mie,  upon  that 
subject,  and  not  thinking  that  my  argn* 
ments  hare  received  any  answer  which 
calls  for  a  reply  on  my  part.    1  cannol^ 
I  however,  omit  to  notice  an  important  ad« 
mission  made  by  the  learned  diairman  iiL 
his  reply  ^   an  admiwion  vrhichr  indeed^ 
flowed  so  evidently  from  the  prittdploa 
which  he  — mra^  tkat  h|B  aafra^  owl 
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Headmiued  that  the  unfaFOurable state 
of: the- exchange  would  afibrd  no  presump- 
tion-of  ibe  depreciation  of  our  currency, 
uakissfthe  depression  were  general :  and 
tliait,.if  there  were  any  country  whatever 
t6>which  the  liepression  did  not  extend,  its 
existence  in  other  cases  might  be  inferred 
to  arise  from  other  causes,  and  net  from 
the'  sMSe  of  our  currency. 

What .  then  will  he  say  if  Fam  able  to 
naiMi  a«co«ntry,  a  rich  country,  a  com- 
mercial country,  and  one  with  which  we 
hate-  eKtensiee  relatioas  of  trade,  the  ex- 
change* with  which  has  not  only^not  become 
UBfatoarmhfte^ .  bat  has  considerably  in* 
prored4aving  this  supposed  depreciation 
of  ourcoRieiKy } 

That'country.  is  India»    The  computed 
pat  of  exchange   between  Calcutta   and 
UNideoas  Qit^^tL  forithe  sicca  rupee,  and, 
aa.at  least  aweUe  months  interest  muse  be 
diewred  *upon  a:. bill  at  six  months  sight 
drawn  .from  sach  a  distance,-  the  par  of 
biiUt. diawn .  at  5  Cakotta  may/  be  about 
2ii  BtL  and  oC  hrtUdrawn  at  London  about 
Qi^.iiL  .Thei  actaai  course  of  exchange 
for  bills  Vlrawn  at  Calcutta  from '  1800  to 
1M6,  was  (2t.  Sd,  for  tha  sicca  rupee.     In 
1808»  it  fvU  to2i.7d.;  in  1809,  io2s.-^6drj 
iftiMay^  1810,  to  (2f.  3ii.;  and  about  De* 
oemherdasti  t^  20.  4<f.  '  I  am  awane,  that 
theihigh^  value  set,  in  the  course  gf  ex-* 
change^  on  the  sicca  rupee,  arises  from  a 
aeignora^e  paiti  at. the  Indian  Mints,  and 
that  tta  mtrinsic  bullion  value  does  not 
eaKoeed'-2r;    id.    This>  however,  was  long 
agrthecase  under  the  Mogul  government, 
the.liilint^ecBlationaof  which  have  n^ver 
b^n  dtered.    In  sir  Isaac  Newton's  Table 
of  AtsAys,:the  value  of  the  rupee- is  stated 
abfio  moreithan  its  actual  intrinsic  value ; 
butt  from  that  time  to  the  piesent,  its  value 
ioi  exchange  ha»  been  estimated  at  2s.  GcL 
Itiaiaccordingly  .so  estimated  in  a  collec- 
tion of  tables  of  weights  and  coins  which 
Iihave  now  in  my  hand,  and  which  w&s 
pointed  iiv  1749.     I  shall  consider  myself 
at  .dispensed*  from  discussing  any  theorc* 
tkml  4|oeaiton  as  to  the  propriety  •  of  esti* 
nsdmg  the  par  of  exchange  with  reference 
teeny  seignerwe  taken  upon  the  coin,  by 
the  anthortty  ofAdam  Smith,  whose  words 
lifm  leave  to  read: 

''Imsome  conntriei*  the  expense  of 
oainega  it  defrayed  by  the  government; 
iil>}Olherv  it  iedefisyed  by: the  private 
M^icTfifao. carry i their  bQllion  to  the 
U»^  i|nd\jithft  jgovmmdnt  mftn^dm^M^ 


some  revenue  from  the  coinage.  *  In  EDg« 
land,  it  is  defrayed  by  the    govemmentp 
and  if  you  carry  a  pound  weight  ef  st^od* 
ard  silver  to  the  Mint,  y6n  get  back  52 
shillings,  containing  a  pound  weight  of  the 
like  standard  silver.    In  France,  a  duty 
of  eight  per' cent,  is  deducted  for  the  Coin* 
alge,  which  not  only  defrays  the  expence 
oi  it,  but  afiofda  a  small  revenue  to  the 
government.    In  England,  9s  the  coinage 
costs  nothing,  the  current  coin  can  never 
be  much  more  valuable  than  the  ^nanti^ 
of  bvllion  which  it  actoally  confama.     U^ 
France,  the  workmanship  at  you  pay  for 
it,  adds  to  the  vakie  in  the  same  maneeras 
to  that  of  wrongbt  plate.  A  sum  of  French 
money,  therefore,  cofttaintng  a  ■  certain 
weight  of  pvre  silver,  is  more  valnabte 
than  a  sum  of  English  money,  containing 
an  equal  iveight  of  pnre  silver,  and  muat 
require,  more  bullion,  or  other  commodi* 
ties  to  purchase  it.    Though  the  current 
coin  of  the  two  countries,  therefore,  were 
equally  near  the  standards  of  their  re«> 
spective  Mints,  a  sum  of  English  money' 
could  not  well  purchase  a  sum  of  French 
money,  containing  an  equal  number  of 
ounces  of  pare  silver,  nor  conseqaenlly  n 
bill  upon  France- for  such  e  sum. ,  If,  for 
such  a  bill,  no  more  additional  money 
was  paid  than  what  was  sufficient  to  com- 
pensate the  expense  of  the  French  coin- 
age, the  real  exchange  plight  be  at  par 
between  the  two  countries ;  .  tbos   debt* 
and  credits  might  mutually  compensate 
one  another,  while   the   computed    ex-* 
change  was   considerably   in   favour  of 
Firance.     If  less  than  this  was  paid,  the 
real  exchange  might  be  in  favour  of  Eng- 
land, whil^tbe  computed  was  in  faveur  4>f 
France.*" 

This    celebrated    writer,   indeed,  lavs 

down  the  rule  somewhat  more  extensively 

than  I  think  strictly  accurate,  as  it  appears 

to  me  to  be  subject  to  some  modiBcations 

into  which  I  shall  not  now  enter,  as  they 

do  not  apply  to  the  present  case.     And  I 

think  it  the  less  necessary;  as  it  appears 

to  me  much  more-  important  to  sbowthat 

the  exchange  has  improved,  than  thai  tt  ia 

actually  favourable.     For  it  appears  to 

me  impossible  that  any  country  snonid  at 

the  same   time  have  an  improving  ex« 

change  and  a  currency  progressively  de-» 

preciated  ;   andrfrom  the 'learned  gentle-t 

man's  admission,  it  is*  clear,  that  he  iaef 

the  same  opinion.*    Now,  it  ia  undeniable 


^^' 


*  Wrulth  of  Nations,  book  in  c.  $,*voK 
ii;pi3i0redil4llX84%:  . 
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ihftt  Um  MdMtt|e  Willi  Indin  hM  4n- 
^TOfed  ate? e  1 3  pw  coBl.  duriAg  iba  T«ry 
period  that  oor  currency  it  •eppeied  to 
bara  baa*  depreciated  fraoa  20  to  25  per 
cent. 

I  cannol  a? oid  figwitig  to  myaelf  what 
iIm  ^Ilioo  Cocamitlee  would  say  were 
Ihay  How  stuiug  at  Calcutta*  and  reporl- 
kig  me  raauU  of  tbeir  ioquirtes  to  the  go- 
Tammeai  of  India*  It  would  be  clearly 
fwovad  to  thata,  that  for  the  lati  three 
feart  tka  eacdMftiga  bad  gradually  been 
ftJMagt  in  a  degree  exceeding  the  expaACe 
vf  geiadiag  buliiott  abroad^  and  that*  in 
iici,  it  was  oatoriotMly  eaported.  **  The 
cnaa  ft  clear/'  tbe  Commitiee  woold  aay ; 
**  yea  bavB  an  excewif^  paper  currency.^ 
which  is  become  depreciated/'  Tiie  la- 
dia^  goramaeat  night  tboh  Uke  the  li- 
berty buasbiy  to  represent,  thas  this  must 
bo  a  aastebe,  as  therb  really  was  in  lodia 

00  papfr  oureeacy  wbatevcr.  The  Coni- 
Aiiitee  woald  then  be  oempletely  at  a  loss, 
and,  after  ao  iafiotia  aomber  of  coojeo- 
tum^  tai^t  be  fbn^ed  to  coacur  with  the 
tnePchasHB  of  Calouna  ia  ihbkking  that 
Ibese  aafsvourable  appearances  were  really 
iawtsy  to  internal  fieace,  a  r^uctioa  of 
pobiie  exp«ntoes,  aad  an  abuadant  sinking 
%amA^  wbsiab  bad  enabled  the  government 
to  reduce  the  interest  of  the  public  debt. 

8o  Tariooa  alk^o  tbe  causes  to  which,  in 
«aB«B  of  fbis  kind»  effecto  m^  ba  traced, 
and  BO  asuch  are  those  liable  lo  error  who 
^sreet  ibeir  vieWs  a<ck»i?ely  to  a  single 
point  of  tbe  sal^act 

I  thiob  '%  ttnaectfvary  to  detain  tbe 
Hoota  kH^ger  eia  tbb  ^uestioa  of  deprecia* 
tsOo»  beaaase  1  Consider  it  as  already  de- 
cided by  a  great  aa^riCy  in  tbe  rejectioa 
wf  afar  learaad  chairaeaa's  UHrteenth  Re- 
oolotiea.  We  a«e  now  diaeossing  not  ao 
•aacfa  wbatbcr  Bank  Aotes  are  actually 
idopreciatedvas  whether  it  ii  proper  for  tbe 
liauas  ta  declare  that  tbey  are  not ;  so  Ux, 

1  onan^  aa  it  may  ba  proper  to  settle  tbat 
point  ia  tUs  general  debate*  in  which  the 
fiiat  Kcsohition  only  is  rrgnlarly  before 
an.  Anaaag  those  who  agree  wttb  me 
apoa  the  qoestmn  itself,  I  i&ikik  tbere  can. 
km  no  groat  danbt  of  tkte  propridy  of  so- 
Inanly  recording  the  opinio  of  the  Hons^. 
^dk'sf  any  edfect  is  to  be  prodnted  on  pnlK 
iic  credit  by  the  docistoa  ^  parlmtnent; 
if  tbe  Haprassion  ocoasioaed  by  the  Re- 
povl  of  tbe  BuliioB  "Committee  is  to  be 
cawatea^eted  by  a  solecna  and  deliberate 
jodgmeat  of  Ibe  Hoase  at  largo,  tbase 
camaquancaa  caa'oaly  iblloW  ia  proper- 
tiasi  as  tbaa  jaiigmsat  ii^istbsot  and  mtt- 
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eqaivocaL  To  pronounce  no  opinion. 
would  ba  to  leaTe  it^in  perpetual  doubt 
what  the  sentiments  of  parliament  really 
ware,  aad  whether  tbe  rejection  of  the 
learned  gentleman's  Resolutions  was  not 
the  efiect  of  some  difficulty  of  mere  form« 
or,  at  most,  of  a  doubting,  hesitatii^,  un- 
certain opinion,  to  which  the  Hoose  did 
not  choose  to  stand  distinctly  committed.. 
Accordingly,  I  have  beard  no  gentlemaii 
express  a  doubt  of  the  expediency  of  yot- 
ing  some  such  Resolution  as  t  piiopose, 
except  those  who  liave  thought  th^  Reso- 
lution itself  erroneous  in  point  of  ixctJ     ' 

Whether  the  precise  iorm  in  whicfi  ;it 
now  stands  is  the  best  which  can  be 
adopted,  will  be  aquesuoti  hereafter  wbea. 
the  Resolation  comes  regularly  before  us. 
1  am  i|ot  anxious  for  any  particular  wordf, 
so  long  as  the  opinion  of  the  ^oastt  is 
clearly  ,fuUy,  and  oneqi|ivocally  exprcised. 
But  here  I  mast  say,  that  no  genUeman 
who  has  not  objected  to  the  subtUance  of 
the  Resolation,  has  hitherto  oliered  any  cri- 
ticism on  its  form. 

On  the  remaining  Resolutiom^  it  cannot 
be  necessary  tbat  I  should  comment  at 
much  length,  as  their  accuracy  in  point  of 
fact  .is  admitted,  with  tbe  exception  of  tha 
ejections  atated  ia  the  learned  ^hairman'a 
proposed  amendments,  which  )  baro 
already  discussed  and  I  hope,  sufficiently 
refuted. 

The  ten  following  Resolutians*  from  tha 
fourth  to  tbe  fourteenth,  are  occupred  in  a 
review^  of  the  most  remarkable  facts  relet* 
ing  to  money  and  exchanges,  which  hav^ 
taken  place  since  the  Revolotton,  and  com- 
prise that  chain  of  historical  evidence  apoa 
which  xioy  own  opinion  has  been  formed, 
aad  which  I  desire  tho  House  deliberately 
to  weigh  in  their  decision  of  the  great  prac* 
ticarl  questions  arising  out  of  this  discussion* 

I  might  have  taken  a  still  longer  retros- 
pect, but,  in  proportion  as  we  recede  from 
the  present  times,  oor  materials  become 
more  scanty  and  imperfect,  especially 
with  regard  to  subjects  which  have  usually 
been  little  noticed  by  the  general  histo- 
rian. The  period  of  the  Revolution  is,  per- 
bapa,  the  first  in  which  tbe  political  and 
oomaaercial  affairs  of  Europe,  -and  especi- 
ally those  of  oor  own  country,  assumed  the 
aspect  they  have  borne  in  modem  timea; 
hy  which  I  meantbota  which  immediately 
pveeeded  ibe  ierrib^  convulsions,  through 
which  it  is  now  our  duty  to  assist  in  gusd- 
iag  tbe  state.  It  is  also  a  period,  tp 
wbicb  tbe  BaHioa  Conmittea  bavetboqgU 
fit  to  call  tbe  attantion  of  tha  Hoase  iu  tf 
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particalar  manner,  and  which,  therefore,  it 
would  have  ill  be%nme  me  to  neglecb  in 
discussing  the  opinions  they  have  ad- 
Tanced  ;  and  it  is  not  an  unimportant  cir- 
cumstance, that  about  this  very  period,  the 
Bank  of  England,  on  whose  operations  so 
much  of  our  question  turns,  first  took  its 
oriffin. 

It  is  upon  an  impartial  and  accurate 
comparison  of  the  events  which  have^ 
occurred  (so  far  as  they,  relate  to  our  pre- 
sent subject),  from  the  Revolution  till  the 
Bank  restriction,  with  those  that  have 
happened  since  that  measure  took  place, 
that  I  wish  the  House  to  form  their  deci- 
iion  ;  and  I  have  endeavoured,  in  these 
ten  Resolutions,  to  draw  into  the  smallest 
possible  compass  the  principal  materials 
of  smrh  a  comparison.  Those  gentlemen 
who  may  be  inclined  to  go  into  more 
miuote  detail,  will  find  abundant  matter 
for  research  in  the  papers  on  the  table, 
and  some  other  documents  to  which  I  have 
had  occasion  to  refer;  and  I  shall  be 
ready,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  make 
myself  master  of  so  extensive  an  inquiry, 
to  go  with  them  into  the  examination. 

But  the  general  result  of  such  a  compa- 
rison appears  to  me  to  be,  that,  from  the 
JlevolutioD   to  the  Bank  restriction,  the 
Course  of  exchange  has  never  suffered  any 
material    derangement   from  any  canse 
arising    within    the    realms    except  the 
scarcity  and  dearth  of  grain,  and  the  con- 
fusion occasioned  by  the  South  Sea  scheme. 
The  mode  in  which  a  dearth  of  grain 
operates  on  the  exchange,  is  too  obvious 
to  require  any  observation ;  but  the  efllects 
of  the  South  Sea  project  have  been  noticed 
by  the  learned  gent  in  one  of  his  amend- 
ments, and  are  worthy  of  a  few  minutes' 
attention,  not  as  supporting,  but  as  over- 
turning the  ideas  of  the  Bullion  Com- 
mittee.   The  effects  of  the  imaginary  and 
fictitious    wealth,    and    the    prodigious 
rapidity  of  circulation  produced  in  the 
kingdom  by  that  project,  mast  while  the 
delusion  lasted  have  been  the  same  as 
those  of  'a  great  multiplication  of  paper 
currencY.    It  oaght,  therefore,  according 
to  the  ideas  of  the  Committee,  to  have 
occasioned  a  considerable  fiaill  of  the  ex- 
change, and  a  rise  of  the  price  of  bullion. 
This,  however,  was  not  the  case.    The 
exchange  continued  stationary,  or  rather 
became  more  favourable,  while  the  price 
of  {south  Sea  stock  was  rising;    but  when 
it  fell  from  800  per  cent  to  150,  and  our 
visionary  treasures  vanished  like  a  dream, 
ih9  exchange  fell  ^likewiae  aboat  7  per 
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cent,  and  the  pnee  of  bullion  rose, and  con* 
tinned  considerably  above  the  Mint  pric« 
for  a  twelvemonth. 

This,  according  to  the  Buliton  Com- 
mittee, may  perhaps  be  impossible.  It  isi, 
nevertheless,  the  fact,  as  appeiars  by  tba 
accounts  on  the  table.  And  upon  the  vol* 
gar  mercantile  principles  of  credit  and 
confidence,  it  is  easily  'explained;  While 
the  delusion  lasted,  foreigners  were  anzious 
to  obtain  a  share  of  our  imaginary  minea 
of  wealth,  and  poored  their  capitala  into 
this  country ;  but  as  soon  as  the  bobble 
burst,  and  despondency  took  the  place  of 
presumption,  they  were  anxious  to  save 
what  they  could  from  a  dountry  whose 
afiairs  seemed  to  be  iklling  into  incxtrt* 
cable  confusion. 

But  while  the  coarse  of  exchange  seems 
to  have  been  uninflnenced  by  internal 
causes,  except  in  the  cases  I  have  men* 
tinned,  it-  has  felt  the  operation  of  caoaes 
arising  abroad  in  every  instance  in  wbick 
their  efifect  could  reasonably  have  been 
expected  to  be  considerable.  In  thewgn 
of  king  William  it  was  depressed  in  a 
degree  fully  equal  ^  the  present;  and» 
indeed,  the  difficulties  of  that  period 
appear,  ip  some  other  respects,  to  have 
borne  a  near  resemblance  to  those  which 
we  now  feel. 

In  the  wars  of  queenr  Anne,  the  fall  of 
the  exchanges  was  considerable,  and  <9n* 
tirelyonacGoantableupon  theprinciples  of 
the  Committee,  as  the  coin  was  then  in  an 
excellent  state.  The  depression  was  no^ 
however,  equal  to  what  it  bad  been  belbre 
the  peace  of  Ryswick,  the  government 
bein^  more  firmly  settled,  and  public 
credit  better  established. 

Af^r  a  long  interval  of  peace,  we  were 
again  involved  in  war,  and  military  ope- 
rations were  carried  on  abroad  about  the 
year  17iO.  The  accounts  relating  to  this 
period  bad  not  been  presented  to  the 
House  when  the  Resolathms,  now  under 
discussion,  were  prepared.  They  have 
since  been  produced ;  and  it  appears,  that 
the  course  of  eitthanse  was  anected  by 
these  hostilities,  tboogn,  as  might  be  ex- 
pected, in  a  much  smaller  degree  than  in 
either  of  the  former  cases.  The  British 
trade  had  been  greatly  extended,  and  be* 
come  better  able  to  bear  the  pressure  of 
the  foreign  expenses  of  the  government 

Afier  ai^  interval  of  eight  years,  from 
the  peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle*  the  seven 
years  war  comnienced;  and  this  war  is 
admitted  by  the  learned  gent  in 
amendments^  to  have  been  attended 
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%  deprenion  of  the  exchange,  \vhich  he 
can  only  accoant  for  by  the  supposition  of 
m  depreciation  of  our  gold  coin.  I  have 
mlready  assigned  my  reasons  for  tl^inking 
that  the  depreciation  of  the  gold  coin 
which  beg^n  during  this  war,  and  con- 
tinued till  the  recoinage  in  1774|  was  (like 
that  of  the  silver  coin  before  the  peace  of 
Ityswick)  n6tthe  cause  but  the  efiectbf 
an  unfavourable  course  of  exchange,  and 
havo  endeavoured  to  point  out  the  real 
causes  which  occasioned  its  conlinQance 
sifter  the  return  of  peace.  To  what  I  hare 
already  said  respecting  this  period,  1  shall 
only  add  a  remarkable  circumstance  which 
appears  on  the  accounts  from  the  Mint, 
namely,  that  in  the  whole  term  of  thirteen 
years  from  1760  to  1773,  only  54,600/.  in 
ligitt  guineas  were  carried  to  the  Mint, 
Wnile  8,758,000i.  were  coined  from  foreign 
gold  purchased  at  an  advanced  price. 
&o  considerable  were  the  sacrifices  which 
it  was  found  necessary  to  make  to  supply 
the  continual  drain  of  our  coin  by  an  un* 
lavouiable  exchange. 

We  are  new  arrived  at  the  period  of  the 
American  war,  which  I  have  before  had 
occasion  to  discuM,  and  upon  which, 
therefore,  I  shall  only  remind  the  House, 
that  the  pressure  upon  our  currency  be- 
came so  great  as  nearly  to  have  occasioned 
the  necessity  of  a  restriction  on  cash  pay- 
ments, or  some  similar  measure,  the  trea^ 
•are  in  the  Bank  having  been  reduced,  ia 
1783,  even  lower  than  it  was  when  the 
restriotion  actually  .took  place. 

From  this  time  till  within  four  years  of 
the  Bank  restriction,  was  a  period  of  peace 
and  unusual  commercial  prosperity;  but 
the  renewal  of  war,  in  J79S;  was  ac- 
companied by  a  considerable  failure  of 
mercantile  credit.  That,  indeed,  was  not 
of  long  continuance;  but  the  increasing 
amount  of  our  military  expenses  abroad, 
and  of  the  demands  of  our  allies,  produced 
a  considerable  drain  of  our  currency; 
and  though  the  exchange  recovered  itself 
after  the  British  army  was  withdrawn 
from  the  continent,  and  the  pecuniary  as- 
sistance given  to  our  allies  was  reduced 
within  narrower  limits,  ye^  from  a  suc- 
cestton  of  unfortooate  events,  credit  re- 
ceiTed  a  shock  which  rendered  the  efiects 
of  any  alarm  extensive .  and  formidable, 
and  at  length  made  it  necessary  to  impose 
the  restriction  on  the  Bank  in  consequence 
of  an  attack  upon  our  coast  too  feeble  and 
^esultory  to  have  been  of  any  importance 
ia  times  less  critical. 

Let  ns  now  compare  the  events  of  ivbicfa 
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I  have  given  this  hasty  sketch,  « 
which   have   taken   place  fincc 
strictioo  ;   and  if  we  find  the  sao 
existing,  and  the  same  eAiecu  p      i 
can  we  hesitate  to  ackno^idedge 
nexion  between  them,  and  to  qmc 
eflfects  to  the  operation  of  the  caus 

About  the  time  of  the  Bank  rei      i 
peace  was  restored  upon  the  contii 
foreign  expenses   were  greatly  i     i 
and  the  exchange  became  favooi 
an  extraordinary  degree,  a  degre 
lieve,  never  equalled.    Yet  this  n 
cisely  the  period  of  the  sobstiiuii 
paper  circulation  for  metallic  cu    i 
and  also  of  a  great  addition  to  thit    : 
circulation,  the  average  amount  of    : 
notes^in  1798, exceeding,  by  four  n; 
their  amount  when  the  restriction  «  i 
posed. 

In  1799,  the  continental  war  v  i 
newed,  and  our  foreign  expenditi 
creased  in  a  variety  or  ways  by  rn  I 
exertion.  But  a-  calamity  await  i 
much  more  seriously  afiectiog  the  s  i 
our  currency.  The  failure  ef  tw« 
cessive  crops  raised  the  price  of  gi  i 
an  unprecedented  height,  and  com]  i 
us  to  avert  a  famine  by  an  expense 
importation  of  com  of  at  least  twentv 
lions.  The  combination  of  these  cir 
stances  produced  a  fall  in  the  excli 
between  January  1799  and  January 
of  above  20  per  cenc  Can  any 
doubt  that  these  were  the  true  cau 
the  fall?  During  the  wars  of  king  Wil 
the  exchange  fell  to  an  equal  d« 
though  not  so  rapidly ;  but  tliougl 
military  exertions  of  our  ancestors  ai 
time  were,  perhaps,  even  more  bu 
some»  compared  with  the  resources  c 
nation,  than  those  of  the  present  cJa} 
they  be  supposed  to  counter- balanc 
additional  calamity  of  such  a  scarcity 
however,  a  doubt  could  still  be  suggi 
the  events  which  immediately  full 
most  remove  it.  In  IHOl  and  ISO 
were  blessed  with  favourable  harvf  i»ti 
peace  was  signed  ;  and  before  Dccc 
1802,  the  exchange  had  risen  15 
cent. ;  the  Bank  restriction  still  coiuii 
in  force,  and  the  amount  of  Bank -no 
circulation  having  progressively  and 
siderably  increased. 

This  recovery  of  the  exchange, 
such  circumstances,  appears  to  shal 
confidence  of  my  hon.  friend  nea 
(Mr.  H.  Thornton)  in  his  own  princ 
He  acknowledges  that  it  gives  him 
hope  for  the  future^  and  he.seems  u 
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to  point  oQt  any  disiiiiciioo  between  Ibfti 
case  «ud  the  preeeotp  except  that  the  de» 
IH'eesion  is  now  somewhat  greater,  and  has 
coDtinaed  longer.  The  greater  degree 
of  depression  ii  easily  accounted  for  by 
the  difierence  of  circnmttances  distinctly 
stated  in  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  Keso* 
lotions ;  and  with  regard  toitscontuittance» 
i  beg  my  hon.  friend  to  recollect,  that  in 
1601,  the  depression  continued  till  its 
causes  were  removed,  by  the  return  of 
plenty,  and  the  signature  of^  the  prelimi- 
naries of  peace.  II'  ihe  peculiar  causts 
^hich  have  produced  the  preseat  stiU 
more  unfavourable  state  of  things  were 
re«M>Ted,'I  enteitaia  not  only  a  sanguisM 
hope,  but  a  firm  comrictioD  That  their  ef* 
ibcis  would  quickly  disappear.  If  ia  this 
expectation  i  shall  hereafter  appear  to  be 
mistaken,  then,  and  then  only,  I  may  al* 
low  the  reasonings  of  the  Bullion  Com- 
mittee to  be  well  founded. 

That  the  peculiar  and  unprecedented 
circumstances  pointed  out  in  those  reso* 
Intiona  are  sufficient  to  account  for  the 
greater  and  more  lasting  depression  under 
>rbich  we  now  suffer,  I  think  no  man  who 
impartially  considers  the  experionoe  of 
former  times,,  can  entertain  a  serious 
doubt.  We  have  seen  great  and  lasting 
depression  produced  merely  by  military 
ezpence  abroad ;  we  hare  seen  the  still 
greater  and  more  rapid  efStct$  produced 
when  foreign  miliUry  expense  was  com- 
bined with  a  dearth  of  preritious,  and  we 
now  suffer  under  the  eftct  of  both  of  those 
causes,  not  indeed  singly  operating  to  so 
great  a  degree  as  in  some  former  instances, 
bot  acting  with  combined  force,  and  aided 
in  their  eitect  by  a  state  of  things  unknown 
nnil  scarcely  conceivable  before,  and 
which  so  embarrasses  the  operntions  of 
exchange,  and  obstructs  the  course  of 
trade,  as  to  render  it  wonderfnl  how  they 
exist  at  all. 
'  Could  it  be  foreseen  in  any  former  time, 
thai  the  whole  continent  of  Europe  wonid 
te  placed  under  the  sway  of  one  potentate, 
nod  that  potentate  a  despot,  so  violent,  ar- 
bitrary, and  unfeeling,  as  to  count  the 
Sttfierings  of  his  own  subjects  and  depend- 
nms  as  notbing  in  the  efforts  which  he 
•mfces  (or  our  destraction  ?  Could  it  be 
foreseen  that  the  ruler  of  Europe,  reigning 
over  so  many  states  once  wealthy,  power- 
M,  and  flourishing,  through  the  means 
cf  trade,  would  doKberately  settle,  and 
systematically  execote,  a  phm  for  the 
nnnihilacion  of  conraierce^  in  the  sole  view 
«f  dtpfsvoig  na  of  oar  share  of  its  nd* 


▼antages  ?  ConU  it  bo  foreaeen  tim  wo 
should,  at  the  same  tim#»  be  debarred 
from  the  trade  of  the  most  cemmtrctal 
part  of  the  New  Woe U*  by  a  eyrtepi  of 
exclusionj  little  short  of  taoetility  t  Ami 
if  these  tbiogt  comld  ii^ve^  been  fcrneneew 
would  it  not  hare  been  eicpfcted«  tbai^ 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  eircnmslancea  «# 
complain  of,  our  situolion  womUI  have  bnen 
even  worse  than  aonally  it  ia^  Conkl  it 
have  been  supposed  thai  any  tnidop  or 
course  of  exdiange,  co«ld  enistal  aU»  or 
sny  means  of  carrying  on  .  onr  .  loraign 
expenditure  beyond  the  limited  stock  of 
the  precious  meials  which  the  cmnttry 
might  still  be  able  to  sopply  ? 

1  have  thrown  out  these  few  reflaelinni 
rather  as  a  speeimen  of  the  sort  of  reaamv 
iog  to  which  the  aeries  of  facts  heibrt  ui 
seems  to  me  naturally  lo  lead,  than  as  an 
expositioo  of  the  infereneea  arising  fraes 
tbem,  and  which  it  would  carry  cao  mocb 
beyond  the  limits  of  my  present  address 
to  the  House  to  pursue  to  their  foil  ostent 

We  are  now  arrived  at  the  AnMrtoentk 
Resolution,  in  which  1  have  cndoaTowred 
to  shew,  by  a  comparison  of  the  rsrswio, 
the  public  expendinirs^  and  the  trade  of 
Great  Britain  immediately  before  the  BMib 
restriction  with  their  present  amonnt,  that 
a  large  increase  of  cnrreiicy  most  bo  nc« 
cesmry  to  carry  on  a  circulation  so  greatly 
extended.  I  have  not  attempted  to  shoir 
the  total  amonnt  of  our  currency  in  oitber 
period,  because  1  think  the  data  on  which 
either  the  amount  of  coin  or  of  country 
Bank-notes  in  circulatiisn*  at  any  time» 
can  be  calculated,  are  too  vague  to  bo 
greatly  depended  upon  even  inargiiment« 
and,  therefore,  much  more  o«6t  Co  bo 
made  the  subject  of  a  Resolution  of  the 
House. 

We  hare,  however,  mfficient  renMm  to 
concUnie  that  they  cannot  exceed  a  ceiv 
tain  ^m;  and  several  attempts  hare 
been  made  to  estimate  their  amount  by 
gentlemen  of  great  experience  and  know» 
Mge  of  these  subjects.  1  shall  lay  so 
stress  on  an  observation  which  yet  I  think 
both  just  and  important,  namely^  that  the 
period  immediately  preceding  the  Bank 
restriction  was  one  in  which  we  felt  the 
evils  of  a  contractu  circulation  |  thsa 
the  amount  of  currency  then  circulau 
ing,  was  confessedly  much  lea  than 
the  wanu  of  the  public  demanded,  and 
that  many  echemes  were  proposed  for 
popplymg  tu  dtficioDcy.  We  know,  in 
fact,  that  the  ordinary  masount  of  Banh 
notes  was  eisn«deinb(y  lanmned  doling 
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llie  Islltr  part  of  ifaii  |wnod,  and  dwt  lh« 
cre^il  of  Uie  C9«oiry  banks  not  baviog 
CM>oipliloly  rtcof ort d  tbe  .  tbock  it  r««^ 
ceivod  in  1793,  ibnir  notes  in  cironlation 
^vtra  rednood  (aceonding  la  fcbo  avidaaca 
^iraa  bafbre  ibf  Committaa  af  tba  Lardi* 
an  lf97)  in  ibv  nffoportion  of  lereniy 
ntgbtianioaljr.  Tblt  <»b«arvaiian  I  am 
trilling  to  past  OTar«  bacauaa*  talcing  iba 
praaant  amount  of  ptpar  cnrrency  of  all 
^inds  a4  tbe  bighaal,  and  Ibe  diminaiian 
nf  metnllie  money  at  tbe  laaat»  wbich  bas 
baan  MppcaMl  by  any  fantiamna  wbo  bas 
sittainptcti  to  Mtimata  tbam,  I  am  oon«> 
vinead  that  wa  bava  amra  raason  to  ba 
anrprised  at  ibe  sraailnesaof  tba  aagmeo* 
tation  of  oar  currancyp  than  alaraiad  at  its 
luagnatoda. 

My  phnoipal  obfad  in  now  ealHng  tba 
ntiantion  of  tba  Hoasa  to  tba  ioeraaaanf 
onr  trada,  and  of  our  pnbiio  inoama  and 
cKpancas,  ii«  bofvavar*  to  maka  anobr 
aervation  on  a  part  of  tba  able  speecb  of 
an  hon.  merobar  vrbom  I  anne  time  ago 
•Ikidad  to,  aa  bearing  m  moat  important 
aeatinaaay  to  tbe  impraetacabiliiy  af  ra« 
aoming  tba  oash  paymenta  of  tbe  Bank 
(Mr.  Baring).  Tbat  bon.  mamber  treated 
tba  Bank  rMtrietion  as  a  roeaaore  pro«> 
poaed  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  cotiaaf^uanoe  of  views 
af  profound,  tnit  dangerout  polity,  whicb 
lad  bim  to  ationipl  in  flupport  tbe  enorr 
anone  enpeneea  of  tbe  war  by  introducing 
an  artificial  syatamof  circalatioo,  and  that 
tkim  apparent  growtb  of  oor  waaltb  and  re- 
aanrces  ainca  that  time,  waa  conteqaenUy 
fictitiona. 

This  is  a  remark  aometimaa  made  here, 
and  frequently  by  continental  writers, 
with  little  tbooght  or  meaning,  and  either 
arises  fanm  national  animosity,  or  an  en- 
deavour to  account,  by  mere  empty 
phraaes,  for  what  they  do  not  underttand ; 
but,  with  the  hon.  gent.,  it  if  undoubtedly 
the  reeult  of  ^^^ps  though,  1  think,  aome- 
what  inaccnrate,  reflection  upon  tbe  sub*- 
jact. 

Ta  pursaa  the  qnestion  la  the  extent 
whicb  it  well  deserves,  would  lead  to  die- 
cttuicaa  af  political  aoan^my  ill  sailed  to 
the  UaM  and  oonveninnce  of  tbe  Houie.  I 
think,  however.  It  ia  possible  to  give  a 
aalid  and  aatisfi^ctory  answer  ia  tba  ob- 
aervation,  without  any  deep  inquiry  into 
prtnciplea. 

in  the  iifit  place,  as  rtapeets  the  ean* 
daot  af  Mr.  Pitt,  I  am  fully  oanvinced 
that  Ibe  bon.  gent,  is  wholly  mistaken  ta 
«befact;  aad  tbat  all  Mr.  Pia^a  oonfi. 
dsatiai  inandB  ariU  caoftna  iba  iastt«M>ny 


af  tba  right  ban-  gf  nt.  opppska  (Mr.  Caur 
sTing),  tbat  the  inrasura  of  the  Bank  rei^ 
stridipn  was  in  no  renpect  the  remit  of 
any  premediiated  system  in  the  gorerii* 
ment,  ar,  I  may  add,  in  the  Bank;  but 
tbat  it  was  forced  upon  both,  by  circum* 
atancaa  extremely  alarming  to  them,  and 
which  they  could  neither  foresee  nor  oob» 
irol.  and  waa  adopted  most  reluetantly  aa' 
a  mare  temporary  expedient  during  tha 
crisis  of  daagem  80  much  aa  to  |be  ort« 
gin  of  tba  reitfictieo;  and  with  respect  tq 
its  alfcota  in  iatrpdaciog  an  ariificial  ays* 
lam,  I  can  by  na  means  admit  that  thf 
wealth  and  rasourcea,  either  pf  th^  public 
ar  af  tndividoais,  are  aow-artiScial  in  any 
atbarsenva  than  they  always  bate  beea 
wtf  or  thaw  tbe  Vbole  fabric  of  civrliaad 
society  necessarily  must  be. 

fie  far  as  relates  to  tha  resourees  of  tha 
state,  I  think  a  circnmstance  pointed  out 
by  the  hon.  gent,  biasaelf  suttoieat  to  de^ 
aida  the  queation.  He  reasoned  with  great 
jtialioe  and  force  on  the  importance  af 
equalising  tbe  income  and  expenditure  af 
tbe  state*  In  this  afgnment  I  perfectly 
eonour  with  him,  and  iia  man  has  iaboared 
more  tban  I  have  done,  in  prapottian  ta 
my  means  of  inAoeace,  to  carry  this  prin» 
eiple  into  full  etiSsct,  But  this  argument 
shows  that  the  bon.  gent,  concars  witb 
me  ia  thinking,  that  a  system  wbiob  equa^ 
lizas  tha  income  and  expenditure  of  tba 
state,  and  providea  for  expences  as  they 
a/i«eby  supplies  aetnally  drawn  from  tbe 
people,  and  not  by  any  resources  depend* 
ing  on  tbe  credit  of  tbe  government,  wli#. 
ther  in  the  shape  of  loans  or  of  any  cire«h> 
lating  security,  cannot,  by  possibility,  be 
a  fictitious  avstem. 

I  am  ready  to  admit  that  further  stepe 
ought  atill  to  be  taken  far  equali^iM  tha 
incama  and  expences  of  tba  nation ;  but 
it  cannot  be  denied  tbat  aince  the  Bank 
reHriction  munb  baa  been  dona  to  effeat 
this  great  object.  Upon  an  aterage  of 
three  yaara  previous  to  tbat  time,  the  aum 
raised  by  loan  wsp  nearly  equal  to  the 
total  aevenoa  paid  into  the  exchequer ;  on 
an  average  9k'  the  three  last  years  it  hap 
scaroely  excearled  one  fifth  of  it ;  in  tha 
eoojae  of  tba  first  term  of  three  years,  tba 
increase  of  Ibe  national  debt  waa  nearly 
seventy  miiUons ;  in  the  last  tbrre  years, 
it  baa  been  leas  tb^n  Un  millions.  It  ie 
true,  that,  in  the  first  of  these  terma,  the 
loans  were  railed  almoat  entirely  in  three 
per  cant,  fonda,  and,  in  ibe  latter  period^ 
chiefly  in  five  \nu  cant,  stork )  but  tblp 
di&raaaa  nriD  aal  matarially  aflbct  tb^ 
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compariaon.  It  is  obfrious,  that  the  nature 
of  the  currency  employed  as  the  medhim 
of  payment  in  either  case  is  of  no  conse- 
quence, provided  the  payments  of  the  go- 
fernroent  are  made  in  the  same  medium 
which  it  receives  from  the  subject.  In 
fact,  the  greater  part  by  far  of  the  receipt 
and  expenditure  of  the  government  was 
'  carried  on  in  bank-notes  previously  to  the 
Bank  Restriction.  Since  that^time  a  stiil 
larger  proportion  has  been  so  received  and 
paid ;  and  this  is  the  only  difference  which 
has  taken  place.  But,  supposing  the 
greatest  possible  difference  to  have  oc- 
curred ;  supposing,  that,  previously  to  the 
Restriction,  the  whole  business  had  been 
transacted  iti  coin,  and  that  now,  from  the 
deficiency  of  coin,  the  whole  revenues  of 
the  state  were  actually  levied  in  the  pro- 
duce of  the  soil,  and  in  articles  of  manu- 
facture, and  that*  the  same  articles  were 
issued  by  the  government  in  payment,  and 
found  sufficient  to  carry  on  all  the  neces- 
sary services ;  who  could  say  that  the  re- 
iources  of  the.  state  were  less  real,  though 
certainly  less  convenient,  in  the  latter 
case  thati  the  former  ?  The  difference  be- 
tween such  a  state  of  things  and  our  actual 
situation  is  this,  that  instead  of  a. cumbrous 
and  inconvenient  payment  in  kind,  the  bu- 
siness is  transacted  by  the  intervention  of 
a  symbol,  which  both  the  government  and 
the  subject  are  willing  to  receive  as  of 
equivalent  value  with  actual  produce,  and 
by  means  of  which  the  exchange  of  values 
is  carried  on  with  a  degree  of  facility  and 
Convenience  unattainable  in  transfers,  not 
only  of  produce,  but  of  metallic  money. 
Of  what  nature  this  symbol  may  be,  is 
immaterial,  so  long  as  its  equivalent  value 
is  preserved;  and  it  is  x>bvious  bow 
strongly  the  system,  adopted  since  the 
Bank  Restriction,  of  raising  the  supplies 
within  the  year,  by  means  of  war  taxes, 
tends,  when  once  established,  to  preserve 
the  value  of  money  fixed  and  invariable. 
Previously  to  that  time  the  expenses  of  the 
war  being  defrayed  .by  loans,  a  considera- 
ble amount  of  stock  was  created  in  each 
year,  which  might  not  improperly  be 
called  a  fictitious  addition  to  the  capital  of 
the  nation,  inasmuch  as  it  consisted,  not  of 
any  new  wealth  acquired  by  the  nation, 
but  of  the  value  of  an  annuity  formed  by  a 
reduction  from  property  already  subsist- 
ing, and  continuing,  notwithstanding  the 
deduction,  to  preserve  its  former  nominal 
.▼atue.  Thus,  if,  at  any  time,  the  total 
property  of  the  kingdom  were  worth,  sup- 
pose two  thousand  miUions,  and  one  hun* 
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dred  millions  were  added  to  iba  national 
debt,  all  other  property  preserving  its 
former  price,  it  is  clear  that  the  total 
amount  woold  then  be.  two  tlUMisand  one 
hundred'  miUioiiSi  which  yet  -would  only 
represent  the  same  real  property  of  all 
kinds  as  before,  the  hundred  millions  pos- 
sessed by  the  new-stock- holders  being,  in 
fact,  the  value  of  an  annuity  charged  upon 
every  other  kind  of  property.  But  so  far 
as  the  supplies  are  raised  within  the  year, 
which  they  now  are  in  a  great  degree, 
though  not  yet  so  much  as  is  desirable, 
this  accumulation  of  artificial  capital,  and 
the  tendency  which  it  must  neceasarily 
have  to  lower  the  valae  of  money,  will  be 
counteracted. 

In  proportion,  therefore,  as  our  present 
national  income  approaches  nearer  to  the 

Sublic  expenditure  than  it  did  when  the 
lank  restriction  took* place,  in  the  same 
proportion  have  we  advanced  from  a  fie- 
titious  system  towards  one  o£  ptefect  so- 
lidity and  security.  ... 

The  hon.  gent,  seems  to  have  been 
struck,  as  many  others  have  been,  with 
the  prodigious  numerical  amount  of  the 
increase  of  oar  trade  and  national  income^ 
and  to  suppose  that  it  must  be  unreal  and 
fictitious,  becaose  its  magnitude  appears 
to  exceed  credibility.  I  admit,  that  so 
far  as  iM^y  sum  of  money  has  lost  its  value 
in  the  purchase,  of  labour  or  commoditiea* 
since  the  period  of  the  reitrictioB,  in  that 
proportion  is  the  increase  of  our  wealth, 
so  far  as  it  is  to  be  shown  merely  by 
money  statements,  fictiUoos,  But  it  must 
not  be  supposed  that  the  whole,  or  the 
most  considerable  part,  of  the  rise  of  prices 
which  has  taken  place  since  that  time,  is 
owing  to  any  change  in  the  value  of 
mone^.  The  scarcity  of  1709  iand  ISOO, 
occasioned,  indeed,  a  great  temporary 
rise  of  pricesi  and  this  rise  his,  in  part, 
perpetuated  itself  by  giving  an  additional 
real  value  to  labour,  and  the  necessaries  of 
life.  But  the  principal  reason  which  pro- 
duced that  remarkable  increase  of  prices 
which  has  subsisted  from  that  time  with- 
out any  extraoydioary  variation,  was  the 
great  additional  mass  of  taxes  imposed 
while  the  effects  of  |he  scarcity  were 
passing  away,  and  prices  returning  to- 
wards their  former  level.  It  may  serve 
the  illustration  to  mention  a  particular  in- 
stance. The  price  of  beer  had,  among 
other  articles,  been  considerably  advanced 
during  the  scarcity.  In  the  Spring  of 
I  du2,  the  price  of  malt  having  fallen,  that 
of  beer  was  reduced ;  but  a  tax  was  soob 
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mftcr  imptctd  by  parHamcnt  to  the  exact 
amoont  of  the  redaction.  The  price  was 
accordingly  raised  again,  and  remained 
the  same  to  the  consumer  as  daring  the 
scarcity.  This,  however,  clearly  ap- 
pears, in  thi!^  instance,  not  to  be  the 
eflTect  of  any  change  in  the  value  of 
money,  but  of  a  division  of  the  price  be- 
tween thtf  state  and  the  brewer  ;  and  the 
aame  observation  applies  to  almost  every 
otbec  article,  as  all  have  been  exposed, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  to  the  efiects 
of  increased  taxation.  Of  this  taxation, 
the  state  itself  pays  a  considerable  share 
in  the  enhanced  price  of  all  articles  pur- 
chased, and  services  performed  for  it ; 
and,  to  this  extent  the  increase  of  revenue 
certainly  is  inefficient,  and  may  be  called 
nominal ;  but  it  bears  only  a  small  pro- 
portion to  the  total  increase.  And  though 
it  adds  nothing  in  effect  to  the  resources 
of  the  state,  it  is  not,  therefore,  fictitious, 
hut  really  consists  of  a  sum  of  taxes,  at 
once  received  and  paid  by  the  govern- 
ment, an  arrangement  not-  convenient 
or  advantsgeous,  but  which  unavoidably 
arises  out  of  our  present  system  of  taxation-. 

Another  cause  of  the  rise  of  prices  not 
less  distinct  from  any  change  in  the  value 
of  money,  though  likewise  often  con- 
founded with  it,  is  the  increase  ofcon- 
aamption.  Not  only  does  onr  population 
appear  to  be  increasing  with  considerable 
rapidity,  but  the  consumption  of  an  equal 
number  of  peopio  has  been,  from  a  va- 
riety of  causes^  considerably  augmented. 
At  the  same  time,  the  means  of  supply, 
by  importation,  have  been  uncertain  and 
interrupted.  This  observation  may  also 
be  illustrated  by  a  familiar  instance. 
There  is  scarcely  any  article  of  which 
the  price  hU  lately  risen  so  much  as  that 
of  butter,  a  cireamstance  which  has  been 
chiefly  owing  to  the  interruption  of  the 
usual  supply  fron^  Holland* 

Moat  of  wbat  I  said  respecting  the  grow- 
ing wealth  of  the  state,  will  equally  ap- 
ply to  that  of.  individuals.  To  that  proof 
of  it,  ittdeed#.^hich  is  afforded  by  the  in- 
crease iof  foreign  trade,  no  observations 
respecting  tk^  change  of  prices  apply  at 
all ;  for  the  comparison  is  made  between 
official  valnse,  in  which  no  change  is  made, 
and  which,  therefore,  represent  not  sums 
of  money,  but  quantities  of  commodities. 
In  this  lair  and  incontrovertible  mode  of 
comparison,  our  foreign  trade  has  increased 
In  the  proportion  of  48  millions  to  77.  In 
what  proportiofv  our  internal  trade  bu 
•Bgmeiitcdf  does  not  admit  of  so  acciirate 
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an  estimate :  but  in  what  part  of  the 
country  can  we  move  without  seeing  tho 
proofs  of  its  increased  activity  ?  Where  do 
notnew  canals,  and  other  works  for  the 
accommodation  of  trade,  meet  our  view  ? 
Nor  are  the  proofs  of  the  improvement  of 
our  cultivation  in  any  respect  inferior  to 
those  of  the  increase  of  trade.  ,  When  haa 
the  inclosure  of  wastes  gone  on  so  rapidly^ 
and  at  what  time  have  the  &kiU  and  ca- 
pital of  the  farmer  in  general  been  so  re- 
markably improved  ? 

It  is  not  in  the  extension  of  this  great 
metropolis  that  I  should  look  for  the  proof 
of  the  growth  of  our  national  resources,  if 
it  were  not  accompanied  by  so  many  un- 
deniable proofs  of  pobi  ic  prosperity.  But, 
as  it  only  appears  to  keep  pace  with  si- 
milar  improvements  in  every  direction* 
we  luav  look  with  pleasure  to  .the  display 
of  opulence  around  us.  In  this  point  of 
view,  I  have  been  struck  by  some  recent 
proceedings  of  parliament  as  very  re- 
markable. 

For  many  ages,  and  till  within  the  me- 
mory of  persons  now  living,  one  bridge 
was  thought  sufficient  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  metropolis.  A  second  was 
then  undertaken  by  parliament,  as  a  great 
national  work,  and  execuvd  at  the  public 
expense.  About  $0  years  later,  in  a  time 
of  great  national  glory  and  prosperity,  the 
corporation  of  Loudon  erected  a  third; 
after  which  it  was  supposed  that  few  of 
the  great  cities  in  Europe  co^ld  vie  with 
that  in  which  we  reside  in  this  species  of 
useful  and  magnificent  decoration.  But 
parliament  has  recently  been  called  upon, 
not  to  contribute  any  public  aid  for  the 
further  accommodation  of.  the  city  in 
which  it  meets,  but  simply  to  grant  its 
sanction  to  individuals  t*  bo  have  under- 
taken, at  their  own  risk,  and  expense,  to 
erect  three  new  bridges  for  the  conve-  . 
nience  of  the  public. 

To  say  that  these  improvements  are  fic- 
titioos,  would  be  an  outrage  to  common 
sense.  To  say  that  they  are  owing  to ' 
any  particular  system  pursued  by  the 
government,  beyond  the  general  encou- 
ragement which  the  constitution  of  our, 
state  always  gives  to  honest  industryu 
would  be  to  pay  the  government  ^  com- 
pliment, which,  in  my  opinion,  it  doea 
not  deserve;  and  to  trace  them  to  their 
causes,  if  I  were  capable  of  doing  it 
satisfactorily,  of  which  I  am  far  from  con- 
fident, would  lead  me  to  loo  great  a 
length.  Bot  one  thing  may  safely  be  pro- 
nounced, that  these  improvements  coul4 
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mi  bi>e  Mk^  plae^-lf  (paHiAmctlt  h«d 
«ftA)p^yed  #kfk  ()tif  cMttfiey,  in  the  uiaii- 
iMr  Aow  pi^pos^df  and  iBbJected  uft  to 
tfi^  ettibarrassthenbi  tof  a  odntrai^ted  cir- 

Thme  ttfltci\om  miturally  lead  me  to 
the  (rohside ration  of  the  t\¥0  eoncluding 
R^'^dlotions  (lire  6ft«e«(h  being  only  an 
kifpi^eilce  drawn  froni  the  facts  Whk^h  Uitre 
been  ilready  eotisidered  ;)  and  fdt  X^tta, 
a»  ih«  Abbsiance  of  tny  j^i^tieal  recom« 
mendation  to  the  HoQs^,  I  Cannot  but  feet 
i  lti(M*e  than  ilfdfnary  de^^ee.  of  anxiety. 
1  bare,  howevef ,  ihit  aatisfaction  of  know- 
ing, Ibilt  the  learned  gentleman's  Propo« 
tfttoiii  thi^  reverse  of  niine»  has  been  re- 
jected by  a  majotity  of  nearly  double 
the  propMion  of  members  which  nega^^ 
lited  his  {>receding  Reiolations)  and, 
then^fb^e,  I  may  realonably  infer  that 
ihie  seitoe  of  the  House  ts  itili  more  de^ 
didedty  ii^  my  favoor  as  to  the  eoarse  to 
be  ptjf'stked,  than  as  to  the  rehscning 
upon  which  it  haa  occurred  to  me  t^  fe- 
corfemend  H, 

What  I  pfOfS69e  H  merely  to  tefrHih 
Ir^dftl  Ahy  interference  with  the  systetn  of 
^artency  already  established  by  parlia- 
^Matr,  until  a  change  shall  take  place  ih 
^e  eifctii^stline^ij  which  have  rendered 
it  nec<5^sary ;  not,  however,  without 
^litcing  on  the  Journals  a  recorded  opi- 
n^oh  of  the  Hoose,  that  it  is  highly  im- 
l^^rtant  to  revert  to  the  former  system 
iffhenever  mofe  favourable  events  may 
jreYidei*  h  possible  to  do  ^o,  without  en- 
^ngering  the  safety  of  the  slate. 

To  this  point  the  whole  of  the  reason* 
thg  whieh  i  hav6  addressed  to  the  House, 
hoth  ort  this  and  k  fortter  diiy,  has  been 
^it-eeted ;  und  I  hope  I  hive  been  fbrtu<> 
nilte  ehotfgh  to  fiiake  iti  application  so 
dhitltedt,  t&t  it  is  tmn^cessary  for  me  to 
trespMt  on  the  ptlience  of  the  HoAs^  by 
further  illustration. 

i  shall,  pfcrhapa,  be  aMced  Whether  I 
A^h  to  rest  satisfied  with  a  mefe  iHsga- 
€ie  reeommeHdAt^on,  atkl  have  nothing  to 
#lggest  by  wM6h  th^  evils  which  We  all 
fM  may  ht  remedied  or  alleviated  ? 
A^d  t6  this  question  t  will  give  an  an- 
9Wet  befcre  I  sit  dowlfl. 

nr  the  qOeHfoft  %e^  merefy  t6mmep> 
(M,  I  %hMd  ceruit^ly  reeftttid  the  Hd09« 
df  ^e  adVice  of  the  I^tooh  h^erchaMs 
16  Coffy^rt,  Loitea  noarv  >htfe,  and  dt- 
fMrMtMi  ihy  itrteiference  tAi  thd  pait  of 
^riiinftnt  or  the  g6vetnmeM.  i  should 
CrMI^  ilM  aofuMta  tendency  of  like 


einrract  niiy  fntqaalitfes  which  poliiieal 
cireumatant^s  may  have  occasionvda  aad 
alto  to  the  imposatbitity  which  haa  al* 
ways  been  Mperienced  of  oppoaing  ef* 
fectual  ofo&tacfea  la  the  intereoura*  oC 
nations.  A  system  of  despotism  which 
inierftfros  with  the  interestf,  the  hoiiita, 
and  even  the  necewary  wanta  of  whole 
coamries,  cannot  long  h!a  emfbrced.  Regi^ 
lettons  whit'h  everv  inilivUKial  haa  aK 
interest  and  a  wish  to  elode,  will  be 
almled,  at  first>  with  aeoreey  and  ceu» 
thM,  afterwards  more  openly  and  boldly. 
And  though  the  tenrova  of  severity  may 
for  aome  tiilie,  repress  Hhtst  ataempta, 
the  vift-y  restraint  itaelf  wtllmcreaac  slw 
temptation,  and  the  •^sire  to  renew  tbeinr 
That  these  oppreasioiM,  or  any  oppre»> 
aions,  will  provoke  e^en  reii^t^iice  «si 
(lie  continent,  i  do  not,  indiOedy  expect 
during  the  preient  dread  of  tihe  French 
armsv  atid  the  habitual  aul^ection  nf  the 
few  priboes  who  hre  yet  aolferad  tn. 
reign.  Btft,  1  believe,  that  io  praponaon 
te  the  eaotin^iaiice  of  the  a)«tem  of  ceep* 
cion,  the  means  tod  fiiciliieea  of  eawiMi 
will  be  maltipUed  by  conoivance  and 
conHnnation,  and  that  the  decay  of  inter- 
nal industry  under  a  rale  so  arbitrary  and 
oppressive,  will  nitlmately  tender  the  com* 
tinental  nations  more  rather  than  lees  de» 
pendant  upon  us  for  the  supply  of  their 
wants. 

Bot  even  during  the  first  imprcisnon  ef 
rigour,  and  the  imaiediete  pressore  of  the 
coercive  system,  I  have  no  dooht  that  the  ez>- 
change  would  recover  itself  cnnsidtfrably, 
and  most  of  oar  present  evils  aoon  disap^ 
peat,  if  the  constant  fieccMitiei  of  eor 
mihtary  expenditure  did  not  covnteraet 
any  improvement. 

independently  of  any  relanalien  ef  the 
continental  system,  we  should  find  itsi(on<k 
tinuance  beeome  less  injirioya  to  nai 
Substitutes  wodid  be  ^oend  for  the  avti^ 
des  we  hftve  been  esed  to  receive  from 
the  eountriei  now  shut  eghhistaa;  new 
•oerees  of  tride  wmM  be  opened  in  thOisa 
to  which  oar  natal  auperiorhy  stHI  tom^ 
vn^nds  access,  atid  die  lodoitry  of  oer  me^ 
nufhctnrers  wouM  be  diVenetl  into  new 
chanMeia. 

But  the  difficulty  whkh  i«al)y  preasea 
npon  us,  and  whieh  it  will  reoi^re  oar  n^ 
most  ell^ia  to  snrmoent,  is  toat  of  pro* 
viding  for  the  foreign  expettdkorat  ef  the 
goi^mmenl  during  the  sirtfggle  to  which 
ear  •commerce  is  exposed,  end  nntil  ii 
eifli^  shall  recover  aorae  degree  ef  IHmi^ 
donii  or  aettle  i0to  e  ntir  ^oenralw 
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J^.4oeii  cre<Jj^  U>  the  manly  chmK^ter  of 
tbe  Chfip^eilo^  ^  the  jp^xqhf  quer  that  he  \ 
hjuft  UQ^  aUQ9\pte4  to  disguise  jthb  ()ii$« 
cully,  pr  to  k^ep  oat  pf  ^ight  the  degjree 
i|i  which  the  /evils  we  sufier  are  to  be, 
tr^^ced  to  the  necep^ity  of  carrying  oo  a 
Tigorp^s  #jcid  e^p^p^i^  wj^r  on  |^e  con- 
linen  t. 

It  will  bp  teen,  fr^pm  muph  that  I  have 
8^^  th^  I  thi^k  t^e  x^ps^  .ei&ji^ual  re^ 
mcisly.  for  tho^  eyIJs  would  be  p^acie,  if 
ajHch  a  pefkce  as  alpne  wp  xwigh^  ^to  ,f  e^ejc 
for,  or  accept,  copld  be  obtained.  But  if, 
may  also  h?v^  bpen  obs«r?ed«  ivad  I  aq^ 
not  unwiM^g  distinctly  to  avow^  tha^  I 
think  such  a  pea^  not  only  unattainable 
at  prese(pit,  hpt  placed  at  a  distance  which 
I  cannot  pretend  to  measure.  I  can  neither 
foresee  apy.  probability  of  such  success  a^ 
ipay  decide  the  contest  in  our  favour,  or 
of  stxvh  a  reverse  as  to  cpsppel  us  to  re- 
qeive  thie.law  from  our  eoeipy;  and»  ex* 
cept  in  th|B  one  case  or  the  other,  it  4ees 
not  i^efur  Xo  me  ths^  any  pf^c'ifip  arr^nse> 
ment  cfi^  Jta^e  place  w^h  th^e  smaljest 
prospect  oif  peruianency* 

Next  to  f  general  pea<;e,  the  moi t  ef- 
feqtua)  /elief  we  could  obtain  would  bp 
by  conciliation  with  Aq^erica.  On  this, 
point  I  jpix^  be  cautious  not  to  he  misun- 
derstpocl*  3y  conciliation  ivith  America, 
I  4o  noit  mean  concession  to  America. 
Qn  tbe  contrary,  I  am  convinced,  that, 
in  the  i^resenjt  temper  of  a  part  of  An^ica, 
and  tbat.Jiow  the  culiiig  part,  any  conces- 
sion ppon  points  in  which  we  have  a  cle^r 
rightj  jind  an  evident  interest,  would  only 
be  received  aa  a  proof  of  weakness,  and 
9ot  accepted  as  an  indication  of  good  will. 

3nt  I  mean,  that  in  our  Janguage,  our 
manner,  and  the  general  tone  of  our  pro- 
ceedings, we  should  not  only  avoid  any 
^bing  irritating,  but  mark  a  stronf^  sense 
of  comn^pn  interest,  and  a  disposition  Ko 
cordial  union.  We  should  avoid  all  diffi- 
cvtlties  of  etiquette ;  and  especially  we 
fhouid  .avoid  all  auch  language  as  is  fre- 
quently he;|rd  out  of  this  House,  and  some- 
pmes  meets  with  too  much  countenance 
within  JLt ;  language  which  appears  ,to  as- 
sert claima  ofnosfie  exclusive  rights,  foun* 
ded  on  the  greatness  of  our  maritime 
powe^,  which  we  vpold  not  acknowledge 
m  otbjsr  patipns ;  or,  which  1  still  more 
condemn,  language  which  would  imply 
that  thp  Jawless  and  unprincipled  conduct 
of  the  enemy  bad  set  us  aiso  free  from 
the  obligations  of  the  general  law  df  na- 
tions, and  left  us  at  liberty  to  pursue  any 
course  qf  conduct  towards  neut^aJ  ^taiaa 
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which  Wje  ra^ht  think  most  snited  to  oar 
own  views  of  interest  or  convenience* 

Of  a))L  claims  of  this  kind,  wherever 
urged,  I  must  express  the  most  decided 
disapprobation.  I  am  convinced,  that  all 
enlightened  views  of  policy  no  less  than 
the  obligations  of  justice  require  of  us  to 
support  the  authority  of  the  ancient  and 
^stablifijtied  law  of  nations,  as  well  by  our 
pxample  as  our  arms.  I  know  of  no 
symptoip  in  tbe  profligate  policy  and  the 
depraved  manners  of  recent  times,  more 
fatal  in  itseif,  and  p^ore  ominous  of  ge- 
neral ruin,  tbao  the  systematic  disregard 
whjich,  of  late,  we  have  seen  sometimes 
slightly  disguised,  and  spmetimes  shame f- 
lessly  avowed,  of  the  principles  of  this 
law.  J  ^t  has  been  the  just  boast  Ojf  thia 
country  generally  tp  have  obeyed  its  pre- 
cepts, and  always  to  hav^  acknowledged 
its  obliga.tioo ;  and  to  any  deviation  from 
isuch.asystpm  of  conduct,  I  must  profesi 
the  moat  determined  and  persevering  op- 
position. But  I  hope^  that  not  onjy  np 
claim  will  be  pressed  upon  America,  t^ 
which  we  have  not  a  clear  right,  .but  that 
.her  interests  and  her  feelings  will  be  con- 
sulted in  cases  in  which,  though  pur  right 
may  be  clear,  the  policy  may  be  doubt- 
ful, or  of  no  great  importance,  provided 
that  tbe  right  itself  shall  not  sulFer  from 
our  forbearance  to  enforce  it,  and  that 
there  shall  be  on  the  side  of  America 
some  apparent  disposition  to  meet  our  ad- 
vances with  reciprocal  good  will. 

I  cannot  easily  believe  that  such  mea- 
sures will  &il  in  their  effect  upon  Ame- 
rica. Where  the  mutual  interest  is  so 
great,  where  the  ties  of  amity  are  so  va- 
rious and  so  strong,  I  cannot  easily  under- 
stand what  demon  of  discord  can  so.  per- 
vert the  understandings,  as  well  as  embitter 
the  hearts  of  men,  as  to  stir  up  enmity 
between  jconntries  so  connected.  1  see 
ipany  proofs  that  there  exists,  in  a  great 
part  at  least  of  the  people  of  AmerW, 
that  just  veneration  for  our  institutions, 
from  which  their  own  are  derived,  that 
sort  of  filial  rpgurd  for  tlie  land  of  their 
ancestors  which  is  natural  and  reasonable  ; 
and  I  cannot  but  think  that  every  symp- 
tom of  an  inclination  on  the  part  of  out 
government,  cordially  to  cultivate  their 
friendship,  will  cbeci&h  and  encourage 
theae  dispositions. 

).  must  desire,  not  to  be.  onderstpod  as 
implying  in  these  remarks,  any  distrust  of 
the  wishes  jof  his  Majesty's  ministers  to 
cojoycili^  America*  I  know  of  no  reason 
tp  (ioubi  ^f  fipfej»ty  of  the  profeimoi^ 
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lioQ  act  of  1797,  was^  .apparently,  ui  con- 
lequeiiqe  of  a  U^oitatiou  pf  paper  vite- 
cedent  to  that  period.  There  would  na* 
turally  be  a.tendeucy  to  e^ccess  durin,g.tbe 
susji^enaion  of  cash  payments;  but  the 
first  Qonsequences  of  pqch  e^cess^  as  well 
^s  the  peculiar  pressure  ^f  1801  and  1802, 
would  undoubtedly  be  mitigated  "by  the 
exportation  of  a  large  portion  of  th^  im- 
inense  fund  of  .gold,  with  which  the  pro- 
vidence of  the  time  preceding  I  he  sus|)en- 
sion  h^d  enriched  us ;  and  the  recovery 
of  the  exchange  in  1802  ^as  thus  facilitat- 
ed. When  the  second  great  pressure^  of 
180$  and  1809/ arose,  it  fou^d  qs  stripped 
f  a  gre^^t  part  of  our  coiji  ^  and  this  pro- 
bably was  the  reason  why  it  proved  so 
fcrious.  It  soon  carried  off  our  liitle  re- 
jpuajn.lng  gold  :  and  we  were  therefore jnpw 
arrived  at  a  period  when  we  were  no 
longer  protected  against  the  most  fearful 
fall  of  9\ir  exchanges.  As  long  as  the  fp- 
jreign^er  kn^ew  .that  (he  bill  on  Etigls^^d 
which  he  bopght,  qpuld  be  turi^ed  into 
cash,  which  cash  w^s  of  ^  given  valvie^ 
^nd  subject,  though  cont^rtiry  ,tp  law>  to  b^ 
transported,  there  was  ^  liojit  to  the  de- 
pression of  the  price  of  the  bill ;  and  this 
iiniit  would  exist  even  during  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  cash  payments  of  the  hank, 
provided  there  was  a  ipoderate  ^osgatity 
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of  gold  coin  actually  .circulating^  for,  in 
that  case,  if  the  e;f;change  fell  below  ^ 
certain  pointy  soipe  men  would  clandes- 
|inely  collect  our  guineas,  and  thus  furnish 
a  remittai\ce  ;  bqt  nuw  a  man  mu^t  walk 
a  mile  before  he  can  collect  ^  guinea  ;  be 
ipust  incur  grefit  expense  in  gathering,  p^ 
Well  as  in  purch^^ing,  the  very  trifling 
quapliU'' of  coin  wbich  rejnained  among 
vs.  The  limit,  therefore^  to  the  fall  of 
the  bill,  If  ^s  no  longei'  whijit  jt  had  been  : 
we  yvere  ceasing  to  have  any  limit,  and 
were  ^therefore  now  arriving  at  a  new 
jiiate  of  danger ; .  so  that  it  was  diffipult  to 
say,  in  case  untoward  circumstances  should 
^d^e,  what  ipight  be  the  e;;^te^t  to  which 
the  excl)ange  possibly  might  run  down. 
Such  bad  been  the  effect  .of  the  long  cpn- 
iiopance  of  the  Bank  restriction  Bill,  and 
of  the  sy^^em  under  which  we  had  a^ted 
durins  the  fourteen  years  of  its  existence. 
The  House  h^d  now  decided  against  the 
repeal  of  it,  and  seemed  to  intend  ^h^t  .|,he 
bill  s(iould  remain  ip  force  until  the  pe- 
riod already  assigned  to  it,  of  six  months 
after  the  ratification  of  a  treaty  q(  peace. 
He  was  not  c^er  a^  tp  the  qaestioi)  whe- 
ther the  Bank  should  now  be  required  to 
opep  i%  wy  earl^r  f^tioi.    J^^  wphW  wfj* 


ling'Iy  have  agreed  to  f^^end  the  A^t^- 
miuaiion  pf  that  poi;;it,  if  he  co.vikl  baXt 
h^vQ  Aec^n  a  disposition  to  act  in  the  naeaa 
lim^,  ill  such  a  ui aimer  as  to  fucilitate  the 
opening.  ]&oi  tJtie  misfortune  was  that  the 
directors  of  ihe  3^n.k  ^e^ned  to  Qooslder 
the  suspension  ;is  exempting  them  from 
the  necesaity  of  pursuing  t^he  principles 
qn  which  they  wouJd  h^ye  ftcted  i/  no 
suspending  bill  had  .passed,  a^d  on  wbidh 
also  they  could  not  fail  now  to  act,  if  they 
were  li<ible  tp  pay  ip  .Qivsh.  jo  one 
of  them  the  quc^s^tio.n  vi^  put,  "gup- 
posing  ttie  Sai^k  to  pfty  in  cash,  iuk^  ^ 
great  drain  to  arise  (and  there  co^ld  jbe 
no  doubt  tJtiat  ^  gr.e^t  ,drain  wo.i^ld  ;iqw 
arise  if  the  Bank  were  li^le  to  p^y  jb^. 
cash)  shov\l^  you,a^vi^  sp^ie  di;D;tin^tion 
of  bank  paper  f"  XtifJ  >ns)ve^  w^i»,  "I 
|P,V.st  r^cotpii^eAdAt  fro m.^eces&ity,, though 
i^  my  opinipu  i,t  ,woyJd  n^t  ^^tprpve  tb» 
exqhfm^e.  J  ihiivk  U  one  pf  |he  iidvaoi- 
t^gef  of  Mve  restrifttip.p  bilj[,  fb,9A  w^  ^e 
no.^  driven  to  tha^  ;ft^,ce.ssi.ty/*  Tl^  p^- 
liament,  if  they  voted  the  refolutioi^  of 
his  right  hou.  friep,d,  .wopjd  fftr.Mfy  ^^^e 
Bank  ip  ih^^e  opiiuous.  Thjey  h^,  in- 
deed^ Pi}rt^dy  iqdlcf^ted  <t|heir  app^obAtioa 
of  ijiiepi,  by  jpegatlviiig  alj  th^  tvfit  i^e^o* 
lutiuQs  of  thp  k/irtxed  ^QtJ[eman;  agpdjiA 
consequence  ,pf  th^it  vote,  which  he  h^ 
considered  tp  kfi  ^  yc^te  acain^t  9\ny  lipii- 
^^tioH  of  paper,  h.e  )i^  reMictantly  jqiped 
in  the  spbscqpetit  ydte  for  opening  tbje 
b^nk  in  two  ye^rs;  a  ypte  which  h? 
should  have  been  gla(l  to  h^ve  jia^  m  qp- 
portuuity  qf  qualifying,  py  fi^ecllyh^ 
cei:tain  accompanying  pae^res,  by  Ytffjj^ 
he  thought  tthat  the  app^ircqt  j^ve^iiy 
of  it  mijght  haye  be^p  miji^gatei),  ,aoji  jtjie 
opening  mych  (acilii.9ited.  (It:  j^^d,  wjt^ 
in  the  Bullion  .Cpmn^ittee^  e^res^  ^ 
wish  to. soften  the  terms  u^d  in  tb^t  part 
of  jthp  report  ^hich  suggested  tbs^t  the 
restriction  should  cease  in  two  y^ars.  He 
was  clearly  against  a  period  so  inde^nite 
as  that  of  six  mpnths  alter  the  ratification 
of  ^  treaty  of  peace,  considering  all  the 
experience  we  had  had.  JFie  was  for  rev 
turning  to  the  principle  pn  which  w^ 
had  set  oi^t,  that  of  allowing  to  the  Bjink 
only  a  8ho;t  (erm ;  possibly  renewing  Ut 
if  necessary,  but  not  as  a  matter  of  pourse^ 
and  on  the  mere  ground  that  the  ex- 
changes were  un favour al>le.  He  was 
aware  that  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  him 
had  gained  a  grent  advantage  by  turning 
the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  opening 
of  the  Bank ;    as  if  that  yvere  the  pnly 

thip|^  cecnmpMfidi^d  ky  ^kp  fi\ji\ion  Con* 
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niittee.  This  ims  ool  the  sole  olrjecl  of 
their  report.  There  had  tieen  many 
ihedet  of  opinion  upon  that  pan  of  it, 
among  men  agreed  in  all  their  funda^ 
mental  principlei.  The  Bal Hon  Committee 
bad  been  far  more  united  on  the  other 
point  on  which  he  had  dwelt— the  pro- 
priety of  limiting  the  bank  iaiQe9  with  a 
Tiew  15  the  improtement  of  the  exchange. 
The  parliament  was  now  taking  part  with 
the  bank  against  their  own  Committee, 
in  reipect  to  this  important  principle ;  and 
the  right  hon.  Chancellor  of  the  £k- 
eheqaer,  in  exerting  himself  on  the  same 
aide,  appeared  to  him  to  be  taking  on 
iiittoaelfaf  iearf'el  responsibility. 

It  had  appeared  in  the  coarse  of  ih^ 
preaent  debate»9.'.tbat  the  chief  circnm- 
etance  which  hlwMed  the  Directors  of  the 
Bank  to  embrace  the  opinion  that  the 
qmmiity.  of  iheir  pafMr  bad  no  influence 
on  the  exchange,  was  the  doctrine  which 
they  entertained  respecting  what  is  called 
the  balance  of  trade.  The  state  of  the 
exchange  wa9,  according  to  tbem;the  un- 
atoidable  consequence  of  an  onfsTotirrable 
balance  :  be  therefore  requested  leave  to 
enter  somewhat  fbliy  into  this  topic. 

An  inatcuraite  use  of  words  had  served 
to  coiifuse  vnany  paKs  of  the  general  sub* 

{ect  under  discassion ;  and  the  term  ha* 
anc^  of  trade,  in  paiticplar,  had  contri- 
buted to  this  perplexity.  -He  wotfld  en- 
deavour to  expose  the  error  involved  in 
this  expression  ;  and  in  order  to  do  this, 
it  might  be  convenient  to  remark  how  it 
fim- obtained  currency. 

Our  ancestors;  eager  for  the  acquisition 
of  the  precious  metals,  explorii»,  as  is  well 
known,  new  continents,  chiefly  with  a 
view .  to  this  article ;  and  accustomed  to 
consider  trade  as  profiti^le  or  otherwise, 
tn'proportidn  as  it  brought  in  or  took  out 
gold  and  silver,  were  naturally  led  to  de- 
nominate that  part  of  our  exports  or  im- 
torts  which  consisted  of  these  metals,  a 
alance.  In  truth/however,  this  was  nbt 
ft  balance.  Bullion  wasan  article  of  com- 
merce, rising  or  falling  in  value  according 
to  the  supply  and  the  demand,  exactly 
like  any  other,  transporting  itself  in  greater 
or  less  quantities  according  to  the  com- 
parative state  of  the  market  for  that  and 
tor  other  articles,  and  forming  only  an 
Item  on  one  side  of  the  general  account. 
Corn,  of  any  other  commodity,  might  Just 
as  proper!  V  be  said  to  pay  the  balatice  as 
gold  or  titver;  bot  it  would*  evidently  be 
inaccurate  to  affirm  that  com  discharged 
ily  because  it  would  imply  that  the  amount 
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of  all  the  articles  except  com  wal  fixM; 
and  that  these  having  first  adjusted  them*, 
selves  with  relation  only  to  each  other,  a 
given  quantity  of  com  vras  then  added  ta 
pay  the  diflerence.  It  was,  for  the  same 
reason.  Inaccurate  to  affirm,  that  gold  ar 
silver  paid  the  diftrence.  He  was  aware 
that  many  of  our  older  writers  of  great 
name  bad  used  expressions  af  ^is  soil^ 
and  that  a  phraseology  borrowed  ^m 
such  respectable  authority  ought  not  to  be 
too  much  censured.  They  had  written^ 
however,  at  a  time  when  phper  eurreiicy 
scarcely  had  an  existence ;  they  had  not 
contemplated  the  consequences  of  the  vff^ 
troduction  of  so  much  paper  credit :  they 
had  therefore  not  guarded  or  measured 
their  expressions,  as  they  probably  would 
have  done,  if  they  had  foreseen  the  nsa 
which  was  now  made  of  them. 

The  Qovemor  of  the  Bank  (Mr.  Man^ 
nitlgX  had  In  his  speech  quoted  a  passage 
in  Mr.  Locke,  containing  the .  term  on 
which  he  had  just  animadverted,  teld  had 
grounded  himself  on  what  he  inferred  froofer* 
this  expression  to  be  the>  principles  of  that 
author.  The  words  of  Mr.  Locke  were 
these  ;^-'«  The  coming  and  going  of  our 
treasure  depends  wholly  upon  the  balance 
•of  trade  ;'' — a  mode  of  speaking  which 
certainly  countenanced  the  doctrine  of  the 
hon.  gent,  and  other  Bank  Directors, 
namely,  that  there  is  no  possibility  of 
preventing  the  departure  of  our -gold  by 
any  measures  which  the  Bank  can  take, 
inasmuch  ai  it  is  balance  of  trade»  and  bs^ 
lance  of  trade  alone,  which  regulates  both 
its  coming  and  its  going,  over  which  ba> 
lance  the  Bank  has  no  controuL  It  would 
be  found,  however,  that  Mr.  Locke  could 
not  be  so  corooletely  claimed  as  an  autho- 
rity, on  the  side  of  the  Qovemor  of  the 
Bank,  as  might  at  first  view  be  supposed  ; 
for  Mr.  Locke,-  in  the  part  o6  his  work  im» 
mediately  prcfceding  that  from  which  the 
quotation  was  taken,  speaks  Of  ''.two* 
cases'*  in  which  profit  may  be  made  by 
melting dawo  our  money:  ^  First,  wtea 
the  current  prices  of  the  same  denomina- 
tion are  unequal  and  of  different  weights, 
tome  heavier,  some  lifter;  the  other 
that  of  a  losing  trade.  Or  an  over-greM 
consumption  of  foreign  commodities;'* 
and  then  goes  on  to  say,  that  "  the  com«> 
iog  and  going  of  our  treasure  depends 
wholly  on  the  balance  of  tnde.'' 

Mr.  Locke;  therefoire,  refers  to  either  ff 
two  causes  the  disappeaiPance  of  r.com. 
Agreeing  in  this  respect  with  sir  Isaac 
Newton  and  others,  whom  hfahon.  friend 
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»  appears  by  lach  mformation  af  fait 
been  procared,  the  price  of  bullion  hai 
freqa^Btly  been  highest,  and  the  eK- 
cbdoges  most  unfaronrable,  at  periods^ 
wbmi  the  issues  of  Bank-notes  hare  been 
considerably  diminished,  and  they  have 
been  afterwards  restored  to  their  ordinary 
rates,  although  those  issues  have  been  in* 
creased. 

7.  "  That  during  the  period  of  nearly 
ieventy-^ight  years,  ending  with  the 
1st  of  January  1796,  and  previous  to  the 
aforesaid  restriction,  of  which  period  ac- 
oounts  are  before  the  House,  the  price  of 
standard  gold  in  bars  has  been  at  or  under 
the  Mint  price  twenty  •eight  years  and 
fire  months;  and  above  the  said  Mint 
price  forty-eight  years  and  eleven  months ; 
and  that  the  price  of  (oreign  gold  coin  has 
been  at  or  under  $L  1 8s.  per  ounce,  thirty- 
six  years  and  seven  months,  and  above 
the  said  price  thirty -nine  years  and  three 
months;  and  that  during  the  remaining 
intervals  no  prices  are  stated.— And  that 
during  the  same  period  of  seventy-eight 
years,  the  price  of  standard  silver  appears 
So  have  been  at  or  under  the  Mint  price, 
three  year^i  and  two  months  only. 

8.^  "  That  during  rhe  latter  part,  and 
for  some  lime  after  the  close  of  the  Ame- 
rican  war,  during  the  years  1781,  1782, 
and  1783,  and  the  exchange  with  Ham- 
burgh fell  from  S^.  I  to  31.  5,  bein?  about 
eight  per  cent ;  and  the  price  of  foreign 
gold  rose  from  SI.  17s.  Od.  to  4/.  2#.  5d. 
per  ounce,  and  the  priee  of  dollars  from 
5t,  4f^.  per  ounce,  to  ^s.-  ll|d. ;  and  that 
the  fiank»notes  in  circulation  were  re- 
duced between  March  1782,  and  De- 
cember 1782>  from  9,100,0001.  to 
5,995,0001,  being  a  diminution- of  above 
one  third,  and  eontinned  (with  occasional 
variations)  at  such  reduced  rate  until  De- 
cember 1784 :  and  that  the  exchange  with 
Hamburgh  rose  to  54.  6,  and  the  price  of 
gold  fell  to  St  17s.  6d.  and  dollars  to  5s. 
l|d.  per  ounce,  before  the  25  th  of  Febru* 
SLry  1787,  the  amount  of  Bank-notes  being 
then  increased  to  8|688,000/. 

9.  «'  That  the  amount  of  Bank-notes  in 
February  1787,  Was  8,688,000/.  and  in 
February  1791>  11,699,000/.;  and  that 
during  the  same  period,  the  sum  of 
10,704,000/.  was  coined  in  gold  ;  and 
that  the  exchange  with  Hamburgh  rose 
about  three  per  cent, 

10.  ««  That  the  average  amount  of 
Bank-notes  in  the  year  1795,  was  -about 
]  1,497,000/. ;  and  on  the  25th  of  Febroary 
1797,  wai  reduoed  to  8,040,000/.  during 


viliich  time  the  eieehiingt  WMf  Hambttriflr 
fell  iirom  S6  to  35,  being  abunt  3  per  ^e£c^ 
and  the  stftd  amount  waa  increased  td 
11,855,000/.  exclusive  of  1,542,000/.  ill- 
notes  of  1/.  and  2/.  each,  on  the  1st  of 
February  1798,  during  which  tiifl*  thift 
exchange  rose  to  38.2,  beitag  about  9  ^ycf 
cent. 

11 .  "  That  Che  average  price  of  wheat,- 
per  quarter,  in  England,  in  the  yeat  1798^ 
was  50s.  3d.;  in  1709,  GT/.  5d.;  in  1800, 
WSs.  7d.;  in  1801,  118s.  SdL;  and  ih^ 
1 802,  67s.  5d. 

"  The  amount  of  Bank-ifblif,  6f  Sil, 
and  upwards,  was 

Abooc  AiidaBi«rli.  MMrti^toi^Wter 

in  1798,  10,920.400/.  1,786,000/.  12,706,400/. 

in  1799,  H,048,790/.  1.626,110/.  13,674,906/. 

io  1800,  13,421,920/.  1,831,820/.  15,253,740/- 

in  1801,  13.^4,370/.  8,715,160/.  16,169,550/. 

in  1802,  13,917,980/.  o,l36,470/.  17,05S,450/« 

"That  the  exchani;e  with  Hamhiirgh- 
was  in  January  1798,38.2;  January  f799; 
37.7;  January  1600,  92.;  January  1801, 
29.8  ;  being  in  the  whole  aikll  of  above  22 
per  cent.— In  January  1802,  32.2;  and 
December  1802,  34;  being  in  the  whole 
a  rise  of  about  13  per  cent. 

12.  "  That  during  all  the  perbvts  abote 
referred  to,  previous  fo  the  commenoemenif 
of  the  war  with,  France  in  1793,  the  ptrd^ 
cipal  states  of  Europe  preserved  their  in*' 
dependence,  and  the  trade  and  correspon* 
dence  thereof  were  carried  on  conformably 
io  the  accustomed  law  of  nations ;  and  that 
although  front  the  time  of  the  invasion  of 
Holland  by  the  French  in  1795,  the  frad« 
of  Great  Britain  with  the  continent  was  in 
part  circumscribed  and  interrupted,  it  wa9 
carried  on  freely  with  several  of  the  moil 
considerable  ports,  and  oommerdial  cor- 
respondence was  maintained  at  all  timei 
previous  to  the  summer  of  1807. 

13.  «« That  since  the  month  of  November 
180d,  and  especially  since  the  summer 
of  1807,  a  system  of  ezi'lusionhis  beeUi 
established  against  the  British  trade^onf 
the  continent  of  Europe,  under  the  in- 
fluence and  terror  of  the  French  po^^er; 
and  enforced  with  a  degree  tsf  tioleflce 
and  rigour  never  before  attempted  ; 
whereby  all  trade  and  correspondence  b^ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  the  continem  of 
Europe  has  (whh  some  occasional  excep- 
tions, chiefly  in  Sweden  and  in  Certain 
parts  of  Spain  and  Portugal)  been  hssMrd<« 
ous,  precarious,  and  expensive,  the  trade 
beiiYg  loaded  with  excessive  freights  tb  f»^ 
reign  shipping,  and  other  unesual  obargets 
and  that  the  trade  of  Great  Briuin  vstth 
the  Untied  Statea  ef  iteeridn  hm  •!«# 
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heett  HHtcrmtitf  and*  fti««rrdpted< ;  Aid  tlfeff 

littr«  greaMy  afftct^d  i^  course  of  fiay- 
nkeiits  batf^Yi  thiar  ctMiiMry  atod  Afbe^  M(- 
tbiis,  the  rtaval  and  ririlMtry  exp^fftdilute 
of  th«  United  Kmgtf6itt  in  foreign  paM 
baft  for  i\ittt  yeanr  j^l  bteH  ^cAry  great; 
add  the  price  of  grafn,  oviring  to  ^  de- 
fieictoey  in  the  crops,  higher  tnair  ai  akiy 
tiihe,  thereof  the  accounts  appehif  bef:>re 
Parlwtoent,  excepV  dtrttng  the  scartUy  of 
1800  and  ie>01 ;  and  thai  larg«r  quantHiW 
t^Cr^of  have  been  tfti^Med. 

r4.  **  Thar  the  atnowrt  of  cttrretD^y  ne- 

cef»sary  for  carrying  on  the  tfinsaCiions  of 
the  country,  niiMt  bear  a  proportion  to  the 
extent  of  its  t^ade  and  ki  piiblic  ref  tfnfte 
and  es^nditure;  and  ihttt  the  attnaat 
amooAt  of  the  eitp6rtff  and  imp6rf8  of 
Great  Brirain,  on  an  lirefargef  of  three 
yearl,  endhfg  5th  of  January  1797,  was 
48,732,65  r/.  ofiWrial  talae;  the  average 
aoionnt  of  tetenue  paid  iftto  the  ex- 
chequer, including  monies  raMtd  by  lottery, 
18,759,165/.  ;  and  of  loan^,  1 8,409,84'J/. 
i&aking  together  57,169,007/.;  and  tht! 
atrerage  ^motml  6f  thd  total  expendittffe 
of  Great  Brhafn,  42,855,111/.;  afnd  thdt 
the  arenge  ^fnount  of  Batnk-notea  in  cir- 
cuiattoh  (an  of  which  were  forfive  pounds, 
or  upwards)  was  about  10,789,780/. ;  and 
that  57,274,617/.  bad  been  coined  in  gdid 
during  bia  MaryeMy'a  reign,  of  whtcn  » 
large  sum  was  then  in  circufatioA ! 

"  Th^t  the  annual  tftn^tfnt  of  the  es^rtt 
afnd  import!!  of  Great  Britain,  ofl  an 
average  of*  tbree  years  ending  5th  of  Ja- 
ntiary  1811,  siipposinct  the  imports  frbm 
the  East  Indies  and  China,  in  the  year 
ending  5tb  of  January  181 1,  to  hire  been 
e<|oal  to  their  amount  in  the  preceding 
year,  was  77,^  1 ,5  f  8/. ;  the  averag  AM  ouoft 
of  revenue  paid  ihto  the  eitehequer, 
62,765.746/.;  and  of  lOafra,  19,673,54»/. 
making  together  75,457,294/.;  and  the 
average  amount  of  the  total  expenditure 
of  Great  Britain',  82,205,066/. ;  and  that 
ftbe  average  amouftt  of  Bank-notea,  abote 
5/.,  was  abocrt  14,265,850/.  and  of  notes 
ander  SL^  about  5,285,380/. ;  and  that  the 
amount  of  gold  Cohi  in  circulatfon  was 
greatly  diminished. 

15.  "Thai  the  sHoation  ef  thta  king- 
dbiA,  in  respect  of  its  political  -  and  com- 
merdal  relations  wHh  foreign  cotrntries,  af 
above  stated,  is  sufficient,  without  any 
change  in  the  infernal  value  of  itr  cur- 
rency, to  acciMnt  fot  the  unfavourable 
^ate  of  the  fbreign  exclMmges,  and  for  the 
high  price  of  ttullton. 
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T&.  *^  ThAf  ft  iV  highly  hbpertaMt  thai 
the  resttrtetion  OW  the  payments  in  cash  of 
tfie  Bank  ef  England,  should  be  removed; 
wheMNef  the  pUKtical  and  commercial 
relfilllons  6f  th^  country  shall'  render  it  c6m^ 
ptitihUe  with  the  public  iirtefesi. 

17.  "  That  under  the  circum^tanccf  af<- 
fecting  the  political  and  commercial  re« 
larions  of  this  kingdom  with  foreign  Coun- 
tries, it  woUld^  be  highly  inexpedient  and 
dangerot/s,  now  A>  fix  a  definite  period  fbc' 
the'  removal  of  (he  restriction  of  dash^  pay- 
ifiems  at  the  Bank  of  England,- pribr  to  the 
terai  already  ii!ted  by  the  a<^  44  Geo.  5. 
u.  1.  of  six  months  after  the  conchision  df 
adfefinitive  treaty  of  peace/' 

Mr.  MdgenM  declared  tlicA  ther^  Mief 
waa  a  Committee  appointed  by  tHat  H6us# 
by  which  more  had  been  done  to  eKcil. 
the  t^ulh,  than'  by  the  Bullii^n  Committee. 
Their  Report,  however,  #8ir^id  by  soitfe^ 
gentlemen  to  have  done  mischief ;  and  itf 
bad  been  atlledged,  chat,  had  it  w6t  heetf 
fbr  thai^  Report,  France  #obld  ha>^e  re« 
sdnded  her  Berlin  and  Mifan  D^creei^. 
Bis  own  merchaata,  however,  had  the<? 
told  Buonaparte,  that  if  fh6se  Biicf^t^ 
.were  not  reacinded,  (h^y  Would  cau^  iW 
ruin  of  Frlnce.  hi  this  they  had  hieeif 
found  to  be  cofrect,  add  the  tratid  H9 
France  was  now  reduced  M  a  state  ^hfoaif 
ef  total  annihilationi  if  so^  he  ^aa  WilN* 
tnfg  to  hope  that,  by  compafing  the  lastf 
yeair  With  tHe  present,  the  situation  of  thi# ' 
country  weuld  be  found  to  be  ^f^y  dif-' 
ferent  indeed.  Many  clerka,  ri»  doubt,* 
who  had  deceived  credit  hi  cunseqoence  of 
the  excessive  issue  of  paper,  m6  who  btt4 
embarked  thousanda  of  pooftds  in  tM 
Wildesi  of  M  specttlaltions,  bad  got  theff 
naftfeii  ifi^to  the  Gazette ;  but  had  the  real; 
fkir,  and  sobatahtial  merchant  been  riM 
dnced  to  this  aituation  ?  No.  And,  df 
course,  imftead  of  our  mercantite  sitoaticiaf 
being  worse,  we  Were  now  in  a  more 
#fMrfesome  state,  after  having  got  quit  of 
thia  excesa  of  paper,  with  which  -the 
market  Was  incUmfbered;  and  we  had  ni/if 
people  of  capital  ready  ta  embark  in 
trade,  whenever  a  fair  pre/spe^t  of  dotn|( 
so  with  advantage  preaented  itself.  Ha 
asked  then;  was  nof  our  sitaation  mended^ 
and  Was  ndt  that  of  I^rafice  nmre  lalleit 
than  it  bad  hitherto  been  ?  All  writeri 
agreed  tKat  the  auhdard  n^ust  be  either 
in  gdid  at  silver ;  it  could  not  be  in  both* 
Till  the  year  1717,  silver  had  beentb<^ 
standard  in  this  country;  then,  iAdeed; 
hut  more  particularly  in  the  year  r774; 
Che  preference  was  ghran  to  gold.    Thitf 
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main  qaesiioo  here  was,  if?hether-  paper 
was  depreciated  ?  He  should  not  go  over 
the  argaments  on  this  subject,  agreeing  as 
he  did,  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Bullion 
Committee,  and  with  the  gentleman  who 
had  followed  him,  in  supporting  that  side 
of  ti^e  question ;  but  be  begged  to  say  a 
few  words  by  way  of  illusiratlpn.  He 
had  never  before  beard  of  an  non-con- 
Tertible  paper  currency.  Such  an  idea 
had  alwa3's  been  treated  as  a  vision,  a 
icbeme»  a  chimera.  It  might  be  carried 
on  for  a  while,  but  could  never  be  regarded 
as  a  standard.  Our  paper  might  be  de- 
preciated in  four  different  ways  ;  first,  in 
•ending  supplies,  pay,  .&c^  to  pur  armies 
abroad :  second,  in  our  imports :  third,  in 
our  exports :  and  fourthly,  as  to  our  situa- 
tion at  home.  Under  the  first  of  these 
beads,  we  had  to  send  abi^oad  last  year, 
25  millions,  and  in  consequenpe  of  the  de- 
preciation of  our  paper,  had  to  pay  120/. 
ibr  every  100/.  Our  imports  were  50 
n^illions,  and  the  persons  who  sent  them 
here  calculated  on  receiving  in  return, 
not  what  we  called  the  value,  but  what 
ihey  found  on  the  continent  to  be  the  in- 
trinsic value  of  the  imports,  so  that  here 
again  we  had  to  pay  120/.  for  every  100/. 
that  being  the  rate -at  which  our  paper 
was  estimated  on  ihe  continent. — Again, 
as  to  our  exports^  for  what  was  worth  one 
thousand  pounds  of  our  money,  those  to 
whom,  we  sent  them,  wbuld  only  give 
800/..  if  to  be  paid  for  in  gold.  Bank 
notes,  therefore,  were  depreciated  in  all 
these  respects.  He  could  not  resolve  in 
his  mind  any  other  intrinsic  value,  but  the 
value  merchants  put  on  any  commodity. 
If  the  standard  was  found,  no  matter  what 
it  was ;  but,  till  found,  every  thing  must 
be  in  confusion.  If  the  Committee  chose 
to  confess  that  the  paper  currency  was 
depreciated  20  per  cent,  and  then  to  say, 
let  it  stand  as  it  is,  he  had  no  objection. 
But  the  standard  must  be  ascertained. 
Paper  bad  «  tendency  to  increase,  and 
would  go  on  increasing,  if  not  che<;ked. 
It  had  been  said,  that  there  would  be  a 
hardship  in  calling  on  people  to  make 
payments  in  gold  now,  when  it  wts  at  an 
increased  price.  This  was  an  evil,  how- 
ever, which  would  go  on  increasing  every 
year,  and  therefore  should  be  remedied  at 
once.  He  contended  that  paper  was  de- 
preciated, when  compared  with  gold,  even 
u  respect  to  articles  to  be  purchased  in 
this  coontry,  and  that  if  he  was  to  go  to 
purchase  an  article  of  gold  in  a  jeweller's 
shop,  he  would  get  it  for  a  smaller  propor- 
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tion  of  gold  in  coiii,  than  if  he  were  to 
tender  paper  in  payment  of  it«  He  should 
move  as  an  amendment  on  the  1 6th  Reso« 
lution.  That  it  was  highly  expedient  that 
the  Bank  of  England  should  resume  pay* 
ments  in  specie  the  moment  it  could  be 
done  consistently  with  the  public  safety* 
The  e.vil  could  only  be  remedied  by  a 
firm  determination  to  reduce  the  paper 
currency  within  its  proper  bounds,  and  by 
preparing  for  a  gradual  resumption  of 
payments  in  cash. 

Mr.  Paitiim  stated  the  fluctuations  of 
the  exchanges,  and  compared  them  with 
the  issues  of  the  Bank  from  the  year  1750 
to  the  present  time.  From  the  amount  of 
the  latter  and  the  state  of  the  former,  he 
contended  it  was  evident  that  the  Bank 
issues  bad  not  the  effect  upon  the  ex- 
change which  had  been  supposed ;  as  with 
reduced  issues,  the  exchange  had  at  vari- 
ous times  been  reduced^  and  when  those 
issues  were  ^gain  increased  the  exchange 
had  recovered. 

Mr.  Henry  Thornton  observed,  that  hav- 
ing, when  he  before  addressed  liimself  to 
the  House,  spoken  antecedently  to  all 
those  gentlemento  whom  he  was  opposed, 
excepting  only  one  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Rose),  who  had  chiefly  dwelt  on  the 
details  of  the  Report;  and  having  now 
the  advantage  of  distinctly  knowing  the* 
grounds  on  which  their  argument  rested  ; 
he  was  anxious  to  be  permitted  once  more 
to  offer  himself  to  their  notice. 

The  speech  of  his  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Vansittart),  in  support  of  the  Reso- 
lutions now  proposed  by  him  to  be  sub- 
stituted in  the  place  of  those  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Bullion  Committee,  had  parti- 
cularly urged  him  to  rise.  In  the  concln- 
sion  of  that  speech,  his  right  hon.  friend 
had  enumerated  the  various  circumstances 
to  which  he  looked  as  the  means  of  pro- 
ducing an  improvement  of  the  exchange : 
—-first,  a  continental  peace ;  secondly,  a 
better  understanding,  and,  consequently, 
an  open  trade  with  America;  thirdly, 
some  extension  of  our  commercial  inter- 
course with  Europe ;— all  of  them,  espe- 
cially the  first,  events  which  he  did  not 
much  encourage  us  to  expect : — but  it  was 
nemarkable  that  he  totally  omitted  any 
mention  of  a  limitation  of  paper,  in  this 
enumeration  of  the  means  of  meliorating 
our  exchanges.  His  right  hon.  friend,  io 
one  part  of  his  speech,  as  well  as  the  right 
hon.  Chancellor  of  the '  £xche<|«if r,  bad 
admitted  that  a.  limitation  of  P^per  had  a 
tendency  \fi  jproduoe  this  enect;  bat  it 
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was  plain,  from  the  concluding  part  of  it, 
that  the  principle  was  practically  disre- 
glrded.  Indeed,  his  Resolutions  were  in 
the  same  spirit;  they  were  silent  on  this 
point :  they  did  not  venture  to  deny  the 
doctrine*  that  quantity  of  paper  had  an 
influence  on  its  value ;  but  tbey  seemed 
to  throw  a  doubt  upon  it ;  for  tbey  speci- 
fied a  variety  of  hcia,  with  the  evident 
view  of  discrediting  the  principle ;  and 
thus  were  calculated  to  lead  men,  less 
enlightened  than  the  mover,  to  suppose 
that  the  tenets  of  the  Bullion  Committee, 
in  this  respect,  were  completely  visionary 
and  erroneous. 

He  rejoiced  that  his  right  hon.  friend 
was  the  person  who  led  the  opposition  to 
the  Report  of  the  Bullion  Committee,  be- 
cause he  was  confident,  that,  with  such 
an  adversary,  the  discussion  would  be 
amicable  and  free  from  party  spirit,  and 
because  the  House  was  sure  of  hearing  so 
much  ability  employed  on  that  side  ofthe 
anbject.  He  could  not,  however,  help  re- 
marking, that  his  right  hon.  frietid  himself 
had  been  a  party  in  an  administration 
which  had  twice  extended  the  term  of  the 
continuance  of  the  Restriction  act  on  a 
principle  which,  if  parliament  would  now 
give  its  attention  to  the  subject,  he  could 
not  help  thinking  that  they  would  per- 
ceive to  have  been  very  objectionable. 

Twice,  under  the  administration  of  lord 
Sid  mouth,  of  whom  he  wished  to  speak 
most  respectfully — namely,  once  in  peace, 
and  once  after  the  recommencement  of 
the  war^-the  act  for  restricting  the  cash 
payment  of  the  Bank  was  renewed,  upon 
the  professed  ground  of  the  unfavourable - 
ness  of  the  exchanges.  This  was  not  the 
principle  on  which  the  first  act  had  passed, 
and  he  much  questioned  whether  the  par- 
liament would  have  ever  consented  to  in- 
•titute  such  a  measure  merely  on  that 
plea.  It  was  by  means  of  w  unfavour- 
able exchange,  and  a  high  price  of  bul- 
lion, that  an  excess  of  Bank  paper  was 
detected  and  restrained,  as  he  trusted  that 
he  had  already  sufficiently  shewn.  The 
ground  on  which  the  Restriction  Bill  bad 
passed  was  much  more  justifiable,  namely, 
that  of  an  alarm  arising  out  of  the  idea  of 
an  immediate  invasion,  which  caused  a 
violent  run  upon  the  Bank,  and  threatened 
suddenly  and  unavoidably  to  exhaust  its 
coflers.  The  state,  for  political  reasons, 
on  that  occasion  interfered.  To  extend 
the  suspension  because  the  exchtoge  was 
unfavourable,  was  to  adopt  t  new  and 
dangeroQs  coturse.    He  recollected  to  hare 
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himself,  on  one  occasion,  remarked  on  tha 
insufficiency  of  this  motive  for  the  re- 
newal; but  the  subject  did  not  always 
particularly  attract  the  attention  of  tha 
House;  it  now,  therefore,  became  them, 
and  especially  since  they  were  resolved  to 
continue  the  suspension,  to  look  well  to 
the  general  principles  on  which  both  they 
and  the  Bank  proceeded,  and  not  to  con- 
sider themselves  as  debating  merely  on  a 
temporary  measure. . 

One  great  security  to  the  Bank  of  Eng« 
land,  heretofore,  had  been  its  indepen- 
dence of  the  government :  its  paper  had 
been  properly  restrained,  because  the  go- 
vernment had  felt  no  interest  and  taken 
no  part  in  the  extended  issue  of  it;  and  he 
submitted,  whether,  if  the  subserviency  of 
large  issues  from 'the  Bank  to  the  purposes 
of  the  war,  and  the  convenience  of  the 
state,  were,  during  the  suspension  of  cash 
payments,  to  be  a  principle  recognised  by 
parliament,  the  state  and  the  Bank  might 
not  become  identified  in  point  of  interest, 
somewhat  in  the  same  manner  as  thoso 
government  banks  on  the  continent,  whoso 
paper  had  become  first  excessive  and  then 
depreciated. 

It  might  not  be  improper  to  take  ft 
slight  survey  of  the  whole  period  which 
had  passed  since  the  first  Bank  restrictioif 
bill  in  1797.  Probably,  in  consequence, 
as  he  had  before  shewn,  of  a  limitation  of 
paper  which  was  antecedent  to  that  aera^ 
and  perhaps  in  consequence  also  of  the 
cautioii  which  the  Bank  would  naturally 
exercise  for  some  time  afler  it,  the  ex- 
changes in  1797  and  1798  were  peculiarly 
favourable,  and  a  great  tide  of  gold  flowed 
into  the  country.     In  the  year  1800  and 

1801,  when  the  scarcity  of  corn  occurred 
— a  commercial  event  more  likely,  per-^ 
haps,  than  any  other  to  prejudice  the  ex- 
change«-the  tide  turned  quite  as  much 
against  us :  the  exchanges  then  fell  below 
the  point  which  tbey  had  ever  reached 
while  the  Bank  was  open.  The  Bank  did 
not  at  that  time  limit  its  issues,  which  it 
certainly  would  have  done  if  it  had  been 
liable  to  make  Its  payments  in  cash.  Tho 
exchange,   however,  recovered  itself  in 

1 802,  but  it  did  not  improve  so  much  as 
to  bring  back  gold  into  the  country. 
After  a  few  more  years;  the  exchangt 
turned  much  against  us ;  and  U  had  now, 
for  the  space  of  nearly  three  yearsj  con* 
tinned  more  unfavourable  than  it  was 
ever  known  to  be  before  the  suspension. 
Thus  the  only  influx  of  gold,  of  which 
we  had  bad  tha  benefit,  sincclhi  suspea- 
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«ioo  act  of  175>7,  WW,  .anpareotly,  ii»  con- 
seqaenqe  of  a  lirnitatioD  of  paper  ante- 
cedent to  that  period.  Tbere  would  na^ 
turaliy  be  a. tendency  to  excess  during  tl)e 
susftensipn  of  cash  p;iynicnts;  but  the 
first  qonsequences  of  si^ch  excess,  as  well 
^s  the  peculiar  pressure  of  1801  and  1802, 
would  undoubtedly  be  mitigated  "by  the 
exportation  of  &  large  portion  of  th^t  im- 
luense  fund  of  .gold,  with  wliicl^  the  pro- 
vidence of  the  time  preceding  the  suspen- 
sion h^^d  enriched  u^  i  and  the  recovery 
of  the  exchange  in  1802  y^i^  thus  facilitat- 
ed. When  the  second  great  pressure,  of 
)  809  and  1809/ arose,  it  foupd  ps  stripped 
of  a  gre;^t  p^rt  of  our  coin  ^  and  this  pro- 
bably was  the  reason  why  it  proved  so 
ferious.  It  soon  carried  oif  our  Uitle  re- 
{nain.lng  gold  :  and  we  were  therefore jiQW 
arrived  at  a  period  when  we  were  no 
longer  protected  against  the  most  fearful 
fall  of  9vir  exchange^.  As  long  as  the  fo- 
reigner knew  .that  (he  bill  on  England 
which  he  bought,  qould  be  turc^ed  into 
casbi  which  cash  was  of  a  giveji  valvke^ 
^nd  svibject,  though  con^ary  .tg  law,  to  b.e 
transported,  there  was  a  limit  to  the  de- 
pression of  the  price  of  the  bill ;  and  this 
limit  would  exist  eyen  during  the  sujipen- 
aion  of  the  cash  payments  of  the  bank, 
provided  there  was  a  a^qderate  qoaptity 
of  gold  coin  actually  .circulating^    for,  in 

^  that  case,  if  the  exchange  fell  beloMir  ^ 
certaio  point,  spgie  men  would  clar^des- 
linely  collect  our  guineas,  and  thus  furai>h 
a  remiit^ivce  ;  b^t  nuw  a  m^n  mu^t  walk 
f  mile  before  he  can  coll.ect  a  guinea  }  he 
'^ust  incur  great  expense  in  gathering,  ^ 
fvell  as  in  purchasing,  the  very  trinipg 
quaptity  of  coin  y^'hich  rejonained  among 
us.  The  limit,  therefore,  to  the  fall  of 
ih^  bill,  )^^s  np  longer  what  \i  had  been  : 
^e  yftre  ceasing  to  have  any  limit,  and 
)r,ere  therefore  now  arriving  at  a  new 
jiiate  olT  danger ;  so  that  it  was  difiipuU  to 

'  pay,  in  case  untoward  circumstances  should 
^ri^e,  what  ipight  be  the  e9:tei|t  to  which 
the  excl)ange  possibly  might  run  down. 
Such  bad  been  the  effect  jof  the  lonsr  con- 
tinuance  of  the  Bank  restriction  Bill,  and 
of  the  sV'^em  .under  which  we  had  a^ted 
during  the  fourteen  years  of  its  existence. 
The  House  h^d  now  decided  against  the 
repeal  pf  it,  and  seemed  to  intend  ^hat  U^e 
bill  should  remain  in  force  until  the  pe- 
riod already  assigned  to  it,  of  six  months 
after  the  ratification  of  a  treaty  pf  peace. 
He  was  not  c^er  m  to  the  questioi|  whe- 
ther the  Bank  should  now  be  require^  to 
opep  91  any  earlpr  f^vioi.    f^^  ywv^li  wi}* 


ling-ly  have  ogreed  to  p,^ap.l^d  the  il^XpT" 
,  miuauon  pf  that  poij^^t,  if  he  cpvdd  hut 
h^ve  >Hec;ii  a  disposition  to  net  in  the  mean 
tiu)e»  jn  such  a  manner  as  to  fucilitate  the 
opening.  B^t  t];ie  mislprtune  wa^  that  the 
directoid  of  the  ^au^  seemed  to  co^Id.er 
the  suspension  as  exempting  them  from 
th.e  necessity  of  pursuing  i,he  principle* 
pn  which  they  \«'ovi}d  have  acted  i/  no 
suspending  bill  had  .passed,  ai^d  on  i^vhjkh 
also  they  could  not  fail  now  to  act,  if  they 
were  liable  tp  pay  ip  .QS^sh.  Jo  one 
of  thexu  the  .quesitttipn  vt^  pat,  "  ^up- 
posing  ti;>e  Ban.k  tp  pf^y  iq  ca$h«  i^np  ;i 
great  drain  to  arise  (and  there  co^ild  ^ 
no  doubt  tttat  a  gr.eiit  ,drain  wo.^ld  jiow 
arise  if  the  Bank  werp  ii^^ble  to  p^y  i^ 
cash)  shov^l^  ypu^d^i.^  9v^one  di;D[iinvitioii 
of  bank  paper  ?"  X)*?.  ans>ver  w^s,  "  I 
5P,Vst  r:e.cqpif^e^d,it  fro m.necep^'ty,, though 
\fi  my  opinion  |t  yovddngi^  A^iprpve  th^ 
e,xc]i?^nge.  I  tiirijc  U  one  pf  i.he  advaoi* 
t?ge#  of  \ixfi  restriction  bil](,  i^t  w^  f^e 
not  driven  tp  tha^  ^e^ce.ssity.  Tl^  pjyr- 
liament,  if  they  votj^d  tb^  refolMtioigiSjof 
his  ri^ht  hou.  friepd>  .woujd  f^iify  the 
Bank  ip  thc^e  opinions.  Tb^y  hap,  ip? 
deed,  ;ajreg^dy  iqdic^Ced  4^eir  approbation 
pf  t;bein,  by  ^^vegativiug  alj  \hp  hnit  rcao* 
lutions  of  tb.e  learned  j^i>tjiem^n;  a#d;A 
consequence  pf  that  vote,  which  he  h^ 
consioVred  tp  .be  a  ypte  against  s^ny  lipdU 
tation  of  paper,  .^.e  ^<|d  Reluctantly  jqii^ed 
i^n  the  ^ubsi^quept  ydte  jpor  openuig  ihie 
biink  in  two  ye^rs;  a  ypte  Yir.hich  b^ 
should  bavebteen  gla^l  to  h^ve  Ji^^  ao  pp- 
portuuily  pf  qualifying,  j>y  ^sp^ifyij^ 
certain  jiccompanying  gae^re^,  by  wJIm^ 
he  thought  that  the  app^r^at  /leve^ily 
pf  it  might  have  bc^ep  mi.iiga(e(),  ao$)  J^h^ 
opening  mpcb.Gacilii,9)^d.  (le  Jl/ad,  ^m^ 
in  the  But  Won  .Cpmn^iHee^  expcesf^  ^ 
wish  |o .soften  the  terms  u^d  in  t,h^t  part 
o/  Xhp  report  Yihxjch  suggested  that  Ha^ 
restriction  should  cease  in  .two  years.  J^e 
was  clearly  against  a  period  so  Indefinite 
as  (hat  of  six  mpnths  afier  tjie  ratificatiou 
of  ^  treaty  of  peaoe,  considering  all  tjb^e 
experience  we  had  bad.  He  was  for  rj^^ 
turning  to  the  principle  pn  which  we 
had  set  opt,  that  of  allowing  to  the  Bank 
only  a  8l\o;t  ^erm ;  possibly  renewing  ijt« 
if  necessary,  but  not  as  a  matter  of  (:ourse» 
and  on  the  mere  ground  tliat  the  ex* 
ct|ao^es  were  unfavourat>le.  He  waji 
aware  that  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  him 
bad  gained  a  greft  advantage  by  turning 
the  attention)  pf  the  public  to  the  opening 
of  the  Bank ;     as  if  that  )vert  the  pnly 
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nittee.  This  wm  not  the  iole  object  of 
their  report.  There  had  bren  many 
■btdet  of  opinion  upon  that  part  of  it, 
nmong  men  agreed  in  all  their  funda^ 
mental  prindplei.  The  BolHon  Committee 
bad  been  far  more  onited  on  the  other 
point  on  which  he  had  di^elt — the  pro- 
priety of  limiting  the  bank  iasaes  with  a 
▼iew  to  the  improtement  of  the  exchange. 
The  parliament  waa  now  taking  part  with 
the  bank  against  their  own  Committee, 
in  retpect  to  this  important  principle ;  and 
the  right  hon.  Chancellor  of  the  £x- 
cheqoer,  in  exerting  himself  on  the  same 
aide,  appeared  to  him  to  be  taking  on 
liiaiaelf  sf  fearfei  responsibility. 

It  had  appeared  in  the  course  of  th^ 
preaent  debate*^  that  the .  chief  circnm- 
itance  which  hl^Hed  the  Directors  of  the 
Bank  to  embrace  the  opinion  that  the 
quantity  of  their  paper  had  no  influence 
on  the  exchange,  was  the  doctrine  which 
they  entertained  respecting  what  is  called 
the  balance  of  traae.  'Die  state  of  the 
exchange  waf,  according  to  them;the  un- 
n?oidable  conseqaence  of  an  onfavourrable 
balance  :  he  therefore  requested  leave  to 
enter  somewhat  fblly  into  this  topic. 

An  inatcerate  use  of  words  had  s«r?ed 
to  corifose  many  paKs  of  the  general  sub* 
jeet  under  discassion;  and  the  term  ha* 
lancfi  of  trade,  In  particplar,  had  contri- 
buted to  this  perplexity.  ^He  wotfid  en- 
4eaYOurto  expose  the  error  involved  in 
this  expression  ;  and  in  order  to  do  this, 
it  might  be  convenient  to  remark  how  it 
fint  obtained  currency. 

Our  ancestors',  eager  for  the  acquisition 
of  the  precious  metals,  exploriin,  as  is  well 
known,  new  continents,  chiefly  with  a 
¥iew .  to  this  article ;  and  accustomed  to 
consider  trade  as  profitable  or  otherwise, 
in  proportion  as  it  brought  in  or  took  out 
gold  and  silver,  were  naturally  led  to  de- 
nominate that  part  of  our  exports  or  im- 
ports whi(?h  consisted  of  these  metals,  a 
balance.  In  truth/ however,  this  was  nbt 
n  balstnce.  Bullion  wasan  article  of  com- 
merce, rising  or  falling  in  value  according 
to  the  supply  and  the  demand,  exactly 
like  any  otner,  transporting  itself  in  greater 
or  less  quantities  according  to  the  com* 
parative  state  of  the  market  for  that  and 
ror  other  articles,  and  forming  only  an 
Item  on  one  side  of  the  general  account. 
Com,  of  any  other  commodity,  might  just 
sfi  properly  bt  said  to  pay  the  balance  as 
gold  or  silver;  hot  it  would* evidently  be 
inaccnrate  to  aflBrm  that  com  discharged 
ily  because  it  would  imply  that  the  amount 
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of  all  the  articles  except  com  wal  fixed; 
and  that  these  having  first  adjusted  them*, 
selves  with  relation  only  to  each  other,  a 
given  quantity  of  com  was  then  added  t^ 
pay  the  difference.  It  was,  for  the  same 
reason,  inaccurate  tn  affirm,  that  gold  ^ 
silver  paid  the  diflerence.  He  was  aware 
that  many  of  our  older  writers  of  great 
name  had  used  expressions  of  ^is  soi^ 
and  that  a  phraseology  borrowed  fnmi 
such  respectable  authority  ought  not  to  be 
too  much  censured.  They  bad  written^ 
however,  at  a  time  when  pfbper  currency 
scarcely  had  an  existence ;  they  had  not 
contemplated  the  consequences  of  the  im* 
trodoction  of  so  much  paper  credit :  they 
had  therefore  not  guarded  or  measured 
their  expressions,  as  they  probably  would 
have  done,  if  they  hao  foreseen  the  use 
which  was  now  made  of  them. 

The  Qovemor  of  the  Bank  (Mr.  Man^ 
nittgX  had  io  bis  speech  quoted  a  passage 
in  Mr.  Locke,  containing  the  term  on 
which  he  had  just  animadverted,  and  had 
grounded  himself  on  what  he  inferred  freetr' 
this  expression  to  be  tho^principles  ofthat 
aulbor.  The  words  of  Mr.  Locke  were 
these  ;^^"  The  coming  and  going  of  our 
treasure  depends  wholly  upon  the  balance 
•of  trade  ;" — a  mode  of  speaking  which 
certainly  countenanced  the  doctrine  of  the 
hon.  gent,  and  other  Bank  Directors, 
namely,  that  there  is  no  possibility  of 
preventing  the  departure  of  our 'gold  by 
any  measures  which  the  Bank  can  take, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  balance  of  trttde»  and  btf^ 
lance  of  trade  alone,  which  regulates  both 
its  coming  and  its  going,  over  which  ha* 
lance  the  Bank  has  no  controul.  It  would 
be  found,  however,  that  Mr.  Locke  could 
not  be  so  comnletely  claimed  as  an  aothok 
rity,  on  the  side  of  the  Qovemor  of  the 
Bank,  as  might  at  first  view  be  supposed ; 
for  Mr.  Locke,-  in  the  part  of  his  work  im* 
mediately  preceding  that  from  which  the 
quotation  was  taken,  speaks  of  «rtwo 
cases"  in  which  profit  may  be  made  by 
melting  down  our  money :  *'  First,  whem 
the  current  prices  of  the  same  denomina* 
tion  are  unequal  and  of  different  weights, 
eome  heavier,  some  lighter;  the  other 
that  of  a  losing  trade,  <ir  an  over-greiit 
consumption  of  foreign  commodities^* 
and  then  goes  on  to  say,  that  "  the  com«* 
ioff  and  going  of  our  treasure  dependa 
Wholly  on  the  balance  of  tirade." 

Mr.  Locke)  therefoire,  refers  to  either  of 
two  eauses  the  disappearance  of  icoio. 
Agreeing  in  this  respect  with  sir  Isaac 
Newton  and  otbers,  whom  hiahon.  friend 
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(Mr.  Huskiaaon)  had  quoted,  be  affirms 
that  two  kinds  of  circalating  medium,  if 
of^different  value,  cannot  long  continue  to 
pasa  interchangeably,  because  the  heavier 
aud  more  valuable  pieces  will  be  melted 
down,  with  or  without  law,  and  the  light 
ones  only  will  remain,  ,  Did  gentlemen 
allow  the  truth  of  what  sir  Isaac  Newton 
and  other  high  authorities,  not  excepting 
Mf.  Locke,  had  laid  down  as  a  funda- 
mental maxim  in  this  science?  If  they, 
did,  ihey  ought  to  admit  not  only  that 
silver  currency  would  disappear,  if  of  more 
Talue  tlian  gold;  and  gold  currency, if 
of  more  value  than  silver;  and  heavy 
pieces,  if  light  ones  were  allowed  equally 
40  pass ;  but  also  that  gold  currency  would 
vanish,  if  a  paper  currency  of  inferior  va- 
lue was  circulating  at  the  same  time.' 
Silver  coin  was  not  now  a  legal  tender  for 
more  than  a  limited  amount ;  gold  coin 
■and  paper  were  therefore  the  only  two 
currencies  tQ  use  for  the  payment  of  large 
«ums;  ^old  was  now  to  pap^r  what  it  had 
formerly  been  to  silver,  and  what  the 
iieavier  pieces  of,  gold  had  been  to  the 
lighter  pieces  of  thet^me  metal.  Thus, 
the  present,  diaappearaace  of  our  gold 
coin,  might  be  ascribed  to  the  first  of  the 
two  causes  mentioned  by  Mr.  Locl^e, 
namely,  the  dii&reoce  iq  value  between 
the  two  kinds  i)f  currepcy  in  the  country.: 
and  not  to  the  second  cause,  the  unfavoura- 
ble balance  of  trade.  . 

Still,  l^owever,  the  language  of  Mr. 
Locke  was  certainly  inaccurate,  when  he 
said,  that  the  *«  coming  and  goiuffofonr, 
treasure  depends  wholly  on  jthe  baianqe  of 
our  trade,  and  served  to  countenance 
that  dangerous  doctrinp  which  now  pre- 
vailed. According  to  this  doctrine,  the 
fact  of  the  disappearance  qf  our  ffuloeas 
attended  with  the  highest  imaginable  price 
4>f  gold,  was  no  indication  of  an  excess  of 
paper  or  of  a  depreciation  of  it,  but  was 
simply  an  evidence  of  an  unfavourable  ba- 
lance of  trade ;  and  the  only  remedy  was 
generally  to  promote  national  industry 
and  ceconomy.  It  might,  indeed,  l>e 
imagined  by  some,' that  according  to  this 
view  of  the  subject,  even  additional  issues 
of  paper  would  operate  as  a  remedy ;  for 
it  might  be  sa^d  that  an  increased  emission 
of  it  tended  to  encourage  roapufactures, 
an  augmented  quantity  of  manufactures 
supplied  the  means  of  enlarging  our  ex- 
ports, and  more  extended  exports  im- 
proved the  balance  of  trade ;  and  thus  an 
increased  issue  of  paper  might  be  assumed 
10  be  the  means  of  rectifying  the  ex- 


change*  instead  of  prejudicing  itt  This 
was  exactly  the  dborse  of  argument  inta 
which  the  noble  lord  over  the  way  (lord 
Castlereagh)  appeared  in  one  part  of  his 
speech  to  be  running.  It  was  an  error  to 
which  he  himself  had  once  inclined,  but 
he  had  stood  corrected  after  a  fuller  con* 
sideration  of  the  subject.  There  must  ob- 
viously  be  a  fallacy  in  this  way  of  reason- 
ing. It  proved  too  much.  It  implied, 
that  indefinitely  to  increase  our  paper,  wai 
the  way  indefinitely  to  improve  its  value 
in  exchange  for  the  circulating  medium  of 
other  countries,  as  well  as  in  exchange  for 
bullion  and  for  all  commodities^.  The  ut- 
most admission  which  he  wias  disposed  to 
make  was,  that  in  proceeding  to  limit  our 
paper  with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of 
the  ^xchai^ge,  we  ought  to  avbid  that  se» 
verity  of  pressure  by  which  manufactur- 
ing industry  might  be  seriously  inter* 
rupted. 

Accordipg  to  the  same  erroneous  doc- 
trine, the  export  of  our  gold  coin  in  each 
of  those  instances  of  which  sir  Isaac  New- 
ton and  others  spoke,  was  referaole  to  ba- 
lance of  trade,  and  not  to  the  cause  to 
which  they  ascribed  it.  When  in  the 
reign  of  king  William,  our  gold  coin  went 
abroad,  in  consequence,  if  we  were  to  cre- 
dit sir  Isaac  Newton,  of  its  having  become 
more  valuable  than  our  siWer,  through  a 
change  in  the  relative  value  of  the  two 
articles,  it. went  to  pay  a  balance  of  trade; 
for  it  was  balance  of  trade,  and  balance 
of  trade  alone,  accordiiig  to  the  tenets  in 
question,  >yhich  caused  ue  precious  metals 
to  transfer  themselves  to  other  countries. 
When  in  a  subsequent  year  a  similar  dif- 
ference .between  the  two  kinds  of  currency 
occMrr^,  it  was  in  order  again  to  pay  a 
balance  of  trade  that  the  better  coin  quitted 
the  kingdom.  He  would  put  another  case. 
Suppose  a  fisherman  on  ou^s^thern  coast, 
to  collect  a  thousand  guineas,  and  ex- 
change them,  in  the  channel  with  some 
French  fisherman  for  as  much  French 
brandy  as  should  be  deemed  an  equiva- 
lent, the  gold,  according  to  the  doctrine  in 
fashion,  would  have  gone  to  pay  the  ba- 
lance of  trade.  It  would  have  been  em- 
ployed to  discharge  a  previously  existing 
national  debt.  It  was  always,  according 
to  these  tenets,  the  brandy  which  forced 
out  the  gold,  and  not  at  all  the  gold  which 
forced  in  the  brandy.  By  the  Frenchman's 
putting  the  brandy  iato  his  boat,  the  £ng- 
lishmanrwas  compelled  to  put  the  gold  in- 
to his.  The  brandy  always  went  before; 
the  gold  always  followed  after.  It  was  ons 
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of  the  pecaltar  properties  of  gold  ihtlit 
mlweyt  serred  to  pay  a  balance. 

The  troth  was,  that  oi^r  paper  currency 
haring  become  lest  Taluable  by  nearly 
twenty  per  cent,  than  the  gold  contained 
in  our  coiuj  the  coin  coold  no  longer  cir- 
culate interchangeably  for  it,  bat  went 
abroad,  because  there  was  a  profit  of  near- 
ly twenty  per  cent,  on  the  transmission. 
Thb  profit  operated  as  eflTectuatly  in  with- 
drawing it  from  circolationi  and  causing 
that  part  of  it  which  wu  not  bought  at  a 
high  price  for  manufacturing  uses,  to  be 
exported,  as  if  an  actual  bounty  of  twenty 
per  cent,  were  giTen  on  the  export  of  it ; 
and  as  much  prevented  the  innportation  of 
gold  fer  the  purposeofsenring  as  currency 
-r-the  only  purpose  for  whicb'large  quan* 
titles  of  gold  were'usoally  importf  di---as  if 
a  tax  01  twenty  per  cent,  were  levied  on 
the  import' of  it.'  We  deplored  th^  loss  of 
our  gold  coin ;  bothy  not  limiting  our  Bank 
notes,  we  were  thus,  in  substance,  lay mg  a 
tax  on  its  importation,  and  givmg  a 
bounty  on  its  ekpdrtation:  and  then,  re- 
ferring its  absence  to  Mllancr  of  trade,  we 
imagined  that  we  haid  no  power  of  recal- 
ling it 

He  admitted  that  sc^ietiilng' was  to  be 
conceded  on  the  ground  of  din  onfhyoorable 
state  of  trade  and  a  bad  harvest,  iu  well  as 
on  account  of  large  draoghtson  discharge  of 
the  foreign  expenditure  of  goTernment. 
Our  roanufiicturer,  and  other  exportable 
cxMDmodities^  might  happen  not  to  be  in 
such  demand  abroad  ai  to  supply,  on  such 
occasions,  the  whole  of  the  remittance 
adTaotageously.  The  precious  metals 
were  in  more  universal  request  than  any 
cMher  article  ;  and  the  transmission  of  a 
certain  quantity  of  these  might  prevent  so 
low  a  selling  price  of  our  commodities,  in 
the  foreign  market,  as  misht  otherwise  be 
necessary.  But  our  gold  was  now  gone, 
and  that  disadvantage  of  which  be  was 
speaking,  was  therefore  one  against  which 
we  were  beginning  to  be  quite  unprotected. 
Our  coin  had  for  the  most  part  left  ui  in 
ItOl.  The  state  of  our  trade,  and  foreign 
expenditure  seemed  not  likely  to  improve 
nateriall  V.  Hie  exchanae  could  not  be 
corrected,  as  heretofore,  by  the  transmis* 
aioo  of  specie.  The  cautious  limiution  of 
our  paper  was,  therefore,  a  principle  to 
which  every  consideration  of  prudence 
ahoold  lead  ns  to  resort. 

SeveM  ef  the  first  Resolutions  of  his 
right  boo.  friend  (Mr.  Vansittart)  were  in- 
tended to  abew  that  there  was  no  corres- 
pottdence  between  the  variatioiis  in  the  tx- 


change  for  some  time  past,  and  the  exist-  * 
ing  quantity  of  notes.  He  had  in  his  for* 
mer  speech  remarked,  in  reply,  that  at 
three  several  periodsi^in  1783,  1795  and 
1796,-  and  1797 -^the  Bank  had  experienc*' 
ed  a  drain  of  gold,  had  consequently  re« 
strained  their  issues,  and  bad  experienced 
a  subsequent  improvement  of  tlie  ex- 
change.  His  right  hon.  friend  erroneously 
assumed  that  the  Bullion  Committee  deem- 
ed the  effect  of  a  limitation  of  paper  to 
be  instantaneous ;  an  error  which  was  ex* 
posed  by  the  Bmendme[its  intended  to  be 
offered  by  the  chairman  of  the  Bullion 
Committee.  The  influence  both  of  ft  re- 
dectionand  increase  of  piiper,  though  sure, 
might  be  slow;  and  probably  would  be 
various,  both  as  to  the  degree  and  time  of 
its  operation.:  it  would  affect,  first,'  one 
kind  of  commodity,  then  another ;  proba- 
bly operating  more  early  on  those  articles 
M  which  the  sale  was  for  ready  money, 
reaching  slowly  the  land,  and  slill  more 
slowly  the  labour  of  the  country.  When 
all  over-issue  of  paper  had* produced  a  ge- 
neral alteration  in  the  price  of  labour,  and, 
through  the  price  of  labour,  on  that  of 
commodities,  the  improvement  of  the  ex- 
changes becatne  more  difficult  arid  hope- 
less ;  and  thfk  coniiderition  ousht  to  in- 
duce us  not  to  delay  the  reduction  of  our 
Bank  notes  till  the  wages  of  labour  had 
become  materially  afiected.  In  the  case 
of  an  alteration  in  the  value  of  the  coin  of 
a  country,  the  operation  on  prices,  though 
in  like  manner  sore,  was  also  in  like  man- 
ner slow  and  irregular.  Mr.  Hume,  in 
speaking  of  the  successive  deteriorations 
of  the  French  coin,  in  the  reipn  of  Louis 
XIV.  had  remarked,  that  thry  did  not  at 
once  produce  a  proportionate  rise  of  prices. 
He  says,  **  Though  the  high  price  of  corn- 
mod  itiee  be  a  necessary  consequence  of 
the  increase  of  gold  and  silver,"  (as  it 
surely  must  also  be  of  the  increase  of 
paper  currency).  *'  yet  it  follows  not  im- 
mediately on  that  increase,  but  some*fime 
is  require<l  before  the  money  circulates 
through  the  whole  state.  At  first,  no  al- 
teration is  perceived :  by  degrees  the 
price  rises,  nrst  of  one  commodity,  then 
of  another;  till  the  whole  at  last  reaches  a 
just  proportion  with  the  new  quantity  of 
specie  in  the  kingdom.  In  my  opinion," 
he  adds,  **  it  is  only  in  the  interval  be- 
tween the  acquisition  of  money  and  riyeof 
prices,  that  the  increasing  quantity  of  gold 
and  silver  is  fiivourable  to  industry.-— 
Those  gentlemen  who  are  eager  to  main- 
tain an  extended  paper  circalation,  with  a 
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yvdw  of  lerviDg  commerce,  would  do  well 
to  bear  in  tniAd  this  very  90uiid  observa^ 
lion  of  Mr.  Hume.  They  aboiild  remem- 
ber»  that  ii  t«  only  by  the  perpetual  in- 
crease of  paper  that  their  object  can  be 
fuliy  effected.  Thay  should  also  reflect, 
that,  io  proportion  to  this  increasej  the 
exchange  wiU  be  prejudiced*  and  the 
standard  of  the  (country  forsaken.  Mr. 
Hume  goes  on  to  specify  some  facts  in 
proof  ot  his  general  position.  "  And  that 
the  specie/'-  says  be,  ''  may  increase  to  a 
considerable  pitch  before  it  hate  this  laiter 
efiect''  (of  raising  prices),  <' appears, 
amongst  other  instanced,  from  thefrcKqu^nt 
operatiojas  of  the  French    king   on  .  the 

,  money ;  .  where  •  it  was  always  round,  that 
the  aui^eoiing  of  the  numerary  value 
did  not  produce  a  <  proportional  rise  of 
prie^;  at  least  for  some  time.-  In  the  last 
year -of  Louis  XiV.  money  was  raised 
Vhree  seventiiSj  but  prices  augmented  only 
ekue." . 

::  The  impression  intended  to  be  convey- 
ed by  :^ia  right  hon*.  friend  ^Mr.  Vansiu 
tart)  was  thia^  that,  inasmuch  as  as  there 
was  uoemct  correspondence  between  the 
quantity  <of  paper  and  liie  state  of  the  ex- 
changes, at  the  periedfr  which  were  speci* 
fied  by  htm  I  the  evidenceof 'facts  was 
against  the  doctrine  of  the  Bullion  Com- 
mittee, .that  a. diminution  of  paper  tended 
to  moderate  the  exchange.  His  right.  hon» 
friend,  if  reasoning  at  the  time  of' Louis 
XIV.  might  i.havis  shewn  the:evidence  of 
facta  to  have  been  against  .the  correspond- 
ing doctrine  of  Mr.  .Hume,  that  a  debase^ 

'  meot  of  the  quality,  •  and  consequent  en- 
largement of  the  quantity,  of 'the  coin  of  a 
kingdom*  tended  to  raise  prices.  He  would 
have  only  had  toselectsomeday  almost  im- 
mediately following  the  debaseoHent,  in  or- 
dertoshew  thatnoperceivabteooosequence 
had^  foUowdd.-  It  then  took  a  year  to  pro- 
duce an  effect  amounting  to  1  •7th,  whien 
the  whole  ultimate  effect  ought-piainly  to 
be,  ind  doubtless  was,  S-Tths.  The  case 
of  the  Bank  of  France,  in  180J,  might,  in 
like  manner,  have*  been  turned  by^  his 
right  hon.  friend  to  the  purpose  of  proving 
bia  own  point.  The  restriction  of  its  paper 
was  not  effectual  at  once ;  it  was  not  ope- 

.  fative  in  any  kind  of  regular  proportion  to 

.  its  degree.  These  two  cases  served,  ueverf> 
tbeless,  on  the  whole,  to  establish  the  doc* 
Irine  of  the  Bullion- Committee.  They 
shewed  boCK  the  general  effect  aiid  the  ir- 
regularity of  it.  Nothing  indeed*  was 
aiore  easy,  than  for  one  who.  In  a  case  Uke 
thug  bad.  the  chuice  of  the  days  on  which 


hena^  tom^o  his  compariaonsg  to  state 
facts  which  would  seem  to  prove  aimoai 
any  thing.  In  one  mstance*  hia  right 
hon.  friend,  arguing  from  the  amount  of 
Banknotes  on  a  single  day,  had  stated 
them  three  millions  higher  than  a  aoim 
supplied  by  a  Bank  Director  (Mr.  Raikes) 
had  allowed  them  to  be*;  of  which  error 
he  had  become  so  convinced,  as  to  bare 
altered  his  resolution.  It  was  only  by 
averager  of.  the  amount,  and  not  by  the 
amount  on  single  days,  and  ittvas  by  look<- 
ing  to  periods  subsequent  to  the  limitation 
of  paper,  that  any  sound  inference  could 
be  made. 

vThere- was  another  species  of  unfairnese 
iiF>t be-.  Resolutions.  *Tbey  stated  the  fluc- 
tuations in  tho  exchange  and*  the  price  of 
bulliourfor  a  long  titne  preceding  the  sus- 
pension of  cash  ^payments ;  and  -then 
spoke  of  the  variations  since  that  period, 
as  if  these  were  somewhat  similar  in  tbeis 
degree.  But  was  the  House  aware  of  the 
dimrent  extent  of  the  fluctuations  in  the 
two  periods  ?  He  would  specify  the  fluc- 
tuations in.  the  price  of  buHion.  Thia 
was  a  surer  test  of  depreciation  than  the 
exchanges.  Many  circumstances  per- 
plexed our  inquiry  into  the  true  par 
of  exchange ;  it  was  necessary  to 
know,  first,  the  exact  standard  in  fo- 
reign countries  ;«^aecondly  the  degree  of 
wear  of  the  current  foreign  coin ;  for  it 
was  with  the  'ooin  actually  ciixubt&og, 
and  not  with  that  which  was  fresh  from 
thefereigOtmint,  that  the  comparison  with 
our  own  was  •  to  bo  made  ;— we  ought 
likewise  to  he  informed  whether  then 
was  any,  and  what,  foreign  seignorage ; 
and  also,  indeed,'what  obstacles  to  the  ex- 
portation of  the  foreign  currency.  But, 
besidea  theaa  sources,  of  inaccuracy,  many 
of  which  were  continually  raryinff,  there 
was  another  most  fruitful' cause  of  error, ' 
naihely,  the  circumstance  of  the  sland^d 
of  this  country  having  now  for  some  lime 
been  gold,  while  thai  of  Hamburgh  in 
particolari  as  well  indeed  as  'of  Amster- 
dam, was  silver.  There  had  been  a  very 
varying  disproportion  between  the  prices 
of  gold  and  silver  in  the  world;  and  this 
variation,  as  he  believed,  would  aerto-  to 
acooont  for  much  of  thai  occaaipfially 
great  depression  of  our  apparent-exchange 
with  Hamburgh  in  times  preceding  17Q7, 
on  which  the  opponents  of  the  wUimi 
Commil^tee  had  lelied.     Tha  paopin  of 

this  country  were  not  boond  Io 
into  all  .the  intricaciea  of  the 

iaoidecto  know  whalhea  ihalr 
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was  adhered  t^.  /The  Mate  of  Ihe  ex- 
changes merely  afforded  a  coofiroMtion  of 
m  depreciation  of  oor  currency;  a  ge- 
nerally high  price  of  buUion  pf  itiielf  dis- 
tinctly established  it.  What,  then«  was 
the  price  of  bullion  before  1707»  and  what 
was  it  now  \  It  had  nefer,  before  I7tf7| 
except  in  the  South  Sea  year,  and  at  the 
time  when  ovr  coin  wa8deterior;&ted»  risen 
higher  than  4/.  Is.  6d.  per  oa.  and  had 
•earcely«ever  reached  that  point;  that  is 
to  aayj  it  had  never  fluctuated  more  than 
from  5i.  171.  lod.  to  M  U.  6d. — it  was 
now  4/.  lis.  It  had  not  exceeded  its 
proper  mint  price  by  more  than  Ss.  8d. 
or  2  to  3  per  cent,  in  the  one  period-— it 
exceeded  it  by  Ids.  2d.  or  15  to  20  per 
cenc  in  the  other.  Was  it  fair,  then,  to 
infer,  or  to  imply,  tliat  because  we  had 
occasionally  departed  from  the  standard 
before  1797,  to  the  extent^  at  the  utmoat, 
of  two  or  three  per  cent  ;  we  need  not 
now  regard  a  departure  from  it  of  fifteen 
or  twenty  per  cept,  ?  The  Bullion  Com- 
mittee had  never  intended  to  say,  that  no 
deviation  from  the  standard  of  our  coin, 
however  small,  ought  to  be  tolerated. 
They  were  not  in  this  respect  the  theorists 
which  they  were  sometimes  represented 
to  be.  They,  indeed,  affirmed  bullion 
to  be  the  standard,  and  the  more  the  sub- 
ject was  examined,  the  more  did  it  appear 
that  we  had  either  this  standard  or  none  ; 
but  they  allowed  of  a  moderate  departure 
from  it.  Nothing  human  was  perfect. 
The  very  mint,  though  it  professed-  to 
convert  a  pound  of  gold  into  fbrty-faur 
and  a  half  equal  parts,  or  guineas,  did  not 
efiect  their  object  with  mathematical  pre* 
cision,  and  to  their  deviation  was  giwn 
the  technical  name  of  a  remedy.  £ven 
the  faost  minute  departure  of  this  kind 
below  the  standard  might  be  called  a  de- 
preciation. Through  the  wear  of  guineas 
there  arose  aiarther  deprecia^on,  which 
the  parliament  had  taken  care  to  limit,  by 
making  them  c«ASe  to  be  a  legal  tender 
when  their  weight  fell  below  about  one 
per  oaob  The  strictness  of  this  limit 
shewed  the  principle  in  the  mind  of  par* 
liament ;  it  proved  that  depreciation  to  a 
certain  extent  was  contemplated,  and  that 
depreciation  beyond  that  point  was  thongbl 
an  evil  to  be  carefully  pcovided  against* 
The  operation  of  onr  Uws,  which  prevent* 
ed  the  melting  and  exportation  of  coin» 
had  led  to  a  further  inerease  of  the  differ- 
pnm  hetween  the  market  price  and  mint 
pcioe  of  9ohi»  or  4n  other  words,  m  a  farther 
defnckftsBi    iamdfc6t.pie<faiced.hgMdt 
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these  causes  had  never,  before  the  sospen* 
sionof  cash  pay  menu  in  1707,  been  such 
as  to  cause  the  actual  currency  of  the 
country  to  ditter  from  bullion  more  than 
to  that  extent  of  two  or  three  per  cent* 
which  he  had  stated,  except  on  the  two  oc- 
casions which  be  had  spoken  of.  The  peo« 
pie,  therefore,  up  to  that  time,  were  secure 
of  having  the  value  of  their  currency  thua 
fer  sustained.  The  liability  of  the  Bank 
to  pay  in  cash,  guaranteed  to  them  a 
paper  incapable  of  departing  below  bul- 
lion furtiier  than  in  the  degree  which  he 
had  mentioned.  At  the  present  time  thia 
paper  was  fifteen  or  twenty  per  cent  be- 
low bullion,  and  they  had  no  security 
against  a  further,  and  ef  en  indefinite  d^ 
pression.  It  was  said,  that  gold  itself  had 
risen;  but  even  if  it  had,  gold  being  the 
standard,  we  were  bound  to  bold  to  it : 
we  had  held  to  it  in  its  general  fall,  and 
we  ought  to  abide  by  it  m  iu  general  rise 
also.  The  argument  that  gold  had  risen 
would  justify  an  adulteration  of  the  gold 
coin,  just  as  much  aa  it  would  justiAf  the 
present  depreciation.  On  the  wbo(e,  he 
thought,  that  to  confound  the  little  difier- 
ences  between  the  market  price  and 
mint  price  of  bullion  before  1797,  with 
the  great  diiiisrence  at  present,  was  most 
unfair.  The  difference,  it  was  true,  might 
be  said  to  be  only  in  degree,  but  degree 
was  every  thing  in  this  case ;  and  it  waa 
remarkable,  that  the  Resolution  of  hia 
right  hon.  friend  studiousty  forbore  to 
specify  the  amount  of  the  di£Rrrence  be- 
tween the  market  price  and  mint  price 
of  bullion  at  the  two  periods. 

There  remained  only  one  other  topic  oia 
which  he  had  to  remark. — The  Biesoiii* 
tiona  of  his  right  hon.  friend  assumed  thai 
the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  were 
not  excessive,  because  the  difference  be« 
tween  their  numerical  amount  now  and 
in  1797,  was  not  greater  than  the  compa* 
rativo  trade  and  expenditure  at  the  two 
periods  would  fairly  justify. 

The  notes  of  6/.  and  upwards,  for  the 
average  of  three  years  before  1797,  were 
about  10,700,000^.  and  for  the  average 
of  the  last  three  years,  were  about 
14,200,O00t  He  would  (airly  aay.  that 
if  he  bad  been  aafced  to  pronounce  them 
excessive  o^  the  simple  ground  of  their 
relative  quantity  at  the  two  periods,  he 
might  have  hesitated  to  do  it.  He  shoulil 
have  inquired  what  was  the  state  of  the 
exchadffee  aad  the  price  of  bullion,  and 
shouM  heve  fensmd  his  judgment  ohiefljr 
by  thfi  foewer  to  ihie  qiMttioiL     ib 
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was,  howercr,  very  far  from  admitting, 
on  the  other  band,  that  the  dne  limitation 
of  them  could  be  presumed  from  what 
was  called  the  small  extent  of  their  in- 
crease. There  was  roocb  misconception 
on  this  snbjectj  which  those  who,  like 
hhnself,  were  acquaLinted  with  the  money 
transactions  of  the  metropolis,  were  best 
able  to  remove.  A  very  increased  degree 
of  economy  was  practised  in  the  use' of 
notes.  Gentlemen  uninformed  on  this 
topic  naturally  assumed,  that  when  our 
trade  and  revenue  and  public  expend i- 
tore'were  extended,  the  amount  of  notes 
requisite  for  these  enlarged  payments  must 
be  nearly  proportionate.  But  this  was 
▼ery  far  from  being  the  case.  In  the  in* 
fancy  of  paper  credit,  the  circulation  of 
such  an  establishment  aji  the  Bank  of 
England  might  regularly  and  uniformly  in- 
crease: a  lime,  neverthieless,  would  come 
when  it  would  begin  to  diminish ;  but  ex- 
actly at  what  peHod,  and  in  what  degree, 
this  change  would  take  place,  was  /  not 
easily  ascertamed.  When  the  Bank  was 
instituted,  and  for  some  time  afterwards, 
the  fund  which  private  bankers,  who  were 
then  goidsmitbfe,  kept  in  store  as  a  provi- 
afon  against  emergency,  consisted  chiefly 
of  gold ;  but  by  slow  degrees  it  became 
Bank  of  England  notes^  The  papers  be- 
fore the  House  would  accordingly  shew 
how  very  trifling  was  the  circulation  of 
the  Bank  at  an  early  period  of  their  es- 
tablishment, and  how  gresttly  it  after  a 
lime  advanced.  But  it  was  not  regularly 
progressive  in  proportion  as  confidence 
increased.  The  banker  soflered  a  loss  of 
interest  proportionate  to  the  amount  of 
^nk  paper  in  his  postession ;  for  which, 
iherefore,  he  would  be  disposed  to  substi- 
tute a  paper  from  which  no  such  disad- 
vantage.  accrued.  Exchequer  bills  fur- 
nished one  provision  of  this  sort.  They 
yielded  interest  to  the  banker,  and  yet 
were  convertible  by  a  very  short  and  sure 
process  into  bank-notes.  Bank  paper, 
therefore,  was  by  no  means  the  perfection 
of  the  system ;  it  was  not  his  "  last  and 
best  supply."  The  last  and  beat  supply 
had  .been  furnished  from  the  Bank  or  the 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, who  well  knew  to  what  an  extent 
his  issues  of  this  kind  had  been  recently 
carried.  Biils  of  exchange  also^  and  other 
articles  of  a  similar  nature,  served  ex- 
ceedingly t6  spare  the  ose  of  notes;  and  a 
Tariety  of  devices  was  resorted  to  for  the 
same  purpose.  As  in  many  manufacture 
iog  concerns  there  had  been  aperp^al 
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exercise  of  ingenuity,  and  a  consequent 
abridgment  of  labour;  so  in  the  banking 
system  there  bad  been  an  exertion  of  thcS 
talents  of  individuals  in  producing  the- 
necessary  quantity  of  notes.  Evidence 
had  been  given  before  the  Bullion  Com- 
mittee of  the  increasing  number  of  money- 
brokers,  who  passed  from  one  banking- 
house  to  another,  and  supplied  the  daily 
and  hourly  wants  of  one  quarter,  by  car-* 
rying  awav  the  superfluity  of  another. 
If  we  could  suppose  the  sixty  or  seventy 
bankers  of  the  metropolis  to  be  reduced 
to  six  or  seven,  it  was  obvioOs  that  a  very 
diminished  quantity  of  notes  would  suf- 
fice for  the  same  business.  The  improve* 
ments  in  the  banking  system  tended  to 
unite,  as  it  were,  into  one  house,  for  the 
purpose  of  which  he  wks  speaking,  even 
those  bankers  who  held  no^  direct  commu- 
nication with  each  other. 

The  quantity  of  notes  kept  by  private 
families  was  also,  as  he  believed,  conti- 
nually diminishing  through  the  increased 
habit  of  employing  bankers,  and  of  cir- 
culating drafts  upon  them,  in  and  round 
the  metropolis.  The  circulation  of  Bank 
of  England  notes  in  the  country  (he  still 
spoke  of  those  of  5/.  and  upwards);  bad  pro- 
bably also  diminished,  in  consequence  of 
the  immense  increase  of  country  banks. 
The  sum  total  of  the  stock  of  Bank  of 
England  notes  kept  in  store  by  these 
banks  migho  be  augmented  ;  but  that 
stock  consisted,  in  a  great  degree,  of  those 
ll.  and '2^  notes,  which  he  had  left  out  of 
his  calculation. 

The  hon.  gentleman  concluded  with 
observing,  that  he  ivas  conscious  of  having 
left  almost  untouched  many  important 
parts  of  this  extensive  subject.  The  ma- 
terial point,  however,  of  the  nature  of  the 
standard,  over  which  so  much  obsetirity 
was  thrown  by  the  present  Resolutions, 
had  been  so  very  ably  and  satisfactorily 
treated  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  over 
the  way  (Mr.  Canning),  as  well,  indeed, 
as  by  the  honobrable  gentleman  near  him 
(Mr.  Huskimoo),  that  he  had  felt  little 
inclination  lb  dwell  upon  It :  but  he  could 
not  sit  down  without  adverting  once  more 
to  the'^first  of  the  RHotutidna  no#  pro- 
posed,  in  which  the  right  of  thexrown  to  . 
vary  the  standard,  both  with  and  without 
the  concurrence  of  parliament,  seemed  to 
Im  asserted*  It  might  be  true,  that  to  the 
king,  genemlly  speakin|^  was  committed 
the  regulation  of  the  coin  of  a  ^oonftry ; 
but  the  language  which  he  should  be  dis- 
posed to  ose,  would  be  tba^  notof  his  right 
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boo.  friend,  bol  rather  of  sir  Thomas  Rowe» 
at  the  coanpil  Ublo  of  Charles  L;— a  lan- 
guage* indeedt  in  the  first  words  of  it  a 
little  reflembling  the  Resolution  oil  which 
he  was  animadrertingi  but  far  different  in 
its  concittsion.  **  The  regulating  of  coin," 
aaid  sir  T.  Rowe,  "  hath  been  left  to  the 
care  of  prmces,  who  have  ever  been  pre- 
somed  la  be  the  fathers  of  the  common- 
wealth. Upon  their  honours  they  are 
debtors  ana  warrantees  of  justice  to  the 
subject  in  that  behalf/' 

Dr.  A.  Smith  had  obser?ed,  that  ''  in 
every  country  the  ayerice  and  injustice  of 
princes  and  sovereign  states,  abusing  the 
confidence  of  their  subjects,  hatf  by  degrees 
diminished  the  real  quantity  of  metal  in 
their  coin."  This  vas  an  evil  to  which, 
in  times  of  difficulty,  like  the  present,  all 
nations  were  prone.  The  Romans  (ob- 
served the  same  author),  in  the  later  and 
worse  times  of  their  country,  reduced  their 
coin  to  one  twenty  •^fourth.  England  had 
reduced  her  pound  6nly  to  one  third. 
Scotland  enjoyed  the  honour,  and  had  also 
had  the  advantage — for  such  the  principles 
of  the  right  hon.  bart.  over  the  way  (sir 
John  Sinclair)  would  probably  lead  him 
to  consider  it— of  having  reduced  its  coin 
to  one  thirty- sixth ;  France  to  one  sixty- 
sixth.  He  had  always  deemed  it  highly 
creditable  to  £ngland,  that  the  deteriora- 
tion of  her  standard  had  been  compara* 
tively  so  small ;  but  we  seemed  to  be  now 
willing  to  expose  ourselv/es  to  the  danger 
of  giving  way  to  this  temptation,  while 
Hamburgh  and  Amsterdam,  and  our  great 
adversary  in  France,  were  superior  to  it. 
Their  several  standards  were  sustained. 
That  we  might  not  yield  in  this  respect  to 
the  pressure  of  our  present  circumstancei, 
was  the  chief  object  for  the  sake  of  which 
he  had  spoken.  A  country  seldom  was. 
sensible-  of  the  first  steps  taken  in  this 
downward  couiffe;  and  it  therefore  be- 
longed to  those  who  possessed  an  extensive 
knowledge  of  such  subjects,  and  adverted 
to  the  history  of  other  nations,  to  point  out 
the  approaching  danger* 

He  feared  that  the  members  of  the 
Administration,  partly,  perhaps,  through 
their  having  taken  in  the  first  instance  a 
too  transient  view  of  the  question,  in  con* 
sequence  of  their  multiplied  employments, 
and  of  their  having  then  committed  them- 
selves too  hastily  upon  it;  partly  also 
through  a  wish  to  enjoy  the  present  benefit 
of  an  extended  issue  of  paper  in  their 
financial  and  political  concerns,  were  not 
the  safest  guides  on  the  present  occasion. 
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He  had  endeavoured,  for  his  own  nart»  to 
fulfil  his  duty,  both  as  an  individual  of  the 
Bullion  Committee  and  as  a  member  of 
parliament ;  and  though  he  had  not  dwelt 
in  his  speech  on  the  difficulties  by  which 
we  were  encompassed,  he  had  not  formed 
his  judgment  without  taking  them  fully 
into  his  consideration. 

.Mr.  Carmmg  rose  .an«i  said:  I  should 
not  have  thought  it  necessary, .  Sir,  Xo 
trouble  the  Committee  with  the  express 
sion  of  my  sentiments  in  this  night's  de- 
bate, after  the  able  and  lucid  speech  of  the 
hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last,  if  I  had  not 
been  desirous  of  addressing  niyself  more 
particularly  than  he  has  done  to  the  Pro- 
positions now  brought  forward,  in  the 
shape  of  Resolutions,  by  the  right  hon* 
gent  opposite  to  me,  which  are  the  im- 
mediate subject  of  this  night's  deliberation. 

I  should  indeed  be  unpardonable,  il^ 
after  having  already  trespassed  at  so  great 
length  on  the  iadulsence  of  the  Committee 
when  the  original  Resolutions  were  under 
discussion,  I  should  again  expatiate  upon 
the  gdfieral  subject  which  I  conceive  to 
have  been  disposed  of  by  the  vote  of  the 
former  night.  The  present,  however,  ia 
a  very  different  question  from  that  which 
was  then  decided.  We  decided  by  our 
former  vote,  not  to  adopt  the  practical  re* 
commendation  of  the  Bullion  Committee. 
In  that  vote  I  concurred.  We  decided 
farther,  not  to  sanction  and  record  the  de« 
claration  of  the  principles  of  our  money 
system,  on  which  the  recommendation  of 
the  Bullion  Committee  was  founded.  In 
that  decision.  I.  did  not  concur,  and  it  is 
one  which  I  deeply  regret;  because  those 
principles  were,  as  I  think,  correctly  de* 
iiaed  in  the  original  Resolutions;  and  be* 
cause  I  think  that  a  declaration  of  then 
under  the  sanction  of  this  House,  would 
have  been  eminently  uaefol  at  the  present 
moinent. 

But  the  House  having  thought  other* 
wise  ;  and  having  rejected  all  the  Resolo*. 
tions  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gent.;  mv 
next  wish  would  have  been,  that  with 
that  rejection  the  whole  discussion  should 
have  terminated.  Why  pursue  it  farther? 
The  Bullion  Committee  is  defeated ;  its 
doctrines  are,  at  least,  for  the  present  set 
aside.  Why  could  not  its  antagonists  be 
contented  with  this  negative  victory  ?  Why 
must  they  aim  at  the  unnecessary-  and  pe- 
rilous triumph  of  substituting  their  own 
doctrines  in  the  place  of  those  which  thej 
have  discomfited } 

In  the  majority  of  the  former  night 
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were  mnbertd  many  |>er8om  who  profeftt 
to  disappproTe  of  abstract  propoBitions. 
Those  penotis  must,  in  common  con- 
•iatencyt  oppose  the  Propositions  of  the. 
right  hon.  gent.,  which  are  to  the  full  as 
abstract  as  the  original  Resolutions.  In 
that  majority  were  many  who  not  only 
did  not  agree  with  the  right  hon.  gent,  op- 
posite to  me,  in  denying  the  existence  of^a 
depreciation  of  the  paper  currency ;  but 
who  diatinetly  declared  their  entire  con- 
viction of  the  existence  of  that-  deprecia^ 
tioOy  and  only  thought  it  too  notorious 
and  undeniable  to'  require  the  formality  of 
a  parliamentary  afBrmation.  Can  those 
persons  be  expected  by  the  right  hon. 
gent,  to  concur  in  the  Resolutions  which 
he  19  now  brioeing  forward }  Others. again 
there  were,  who,  neither  adttitting  nor 
denyinff  the  depreciation,  were  desirous 
only  of  escaping  from  the  necessity  of  a 
decision  either  way  ;  contending  that  no 
result  could  be  so  satisfactory,  as  the  dis- 
eussion  itself  was  mischieTous.  Will  those 
persons  thank  the  right  hon.  gent,  for  re- 
▼ivin^a  discussion  which,  if  it  had  finally 
closed  on  Friday  night,  would  have  left 
them  in  quiet  possession  of  their  doubts, 
«— doubts  which  any  roan  might  very  rea- 
sonably prefer  to  a  decision  in  support  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman's  third  Resolu- 
tion ? 

Indeperidentlv  of  this  violence  to  the 
feeling  and  jndgmenu  of  his  supporters, 
bat  the  right  hon.  gent,  no  consideration 
for  the  reputation  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons itself,  when  he  calls  upon  us,  by  voting 
that  Resolution,  to  affirm  a  proposition, 
which  I  will  venture  to  say,  no  man  with- 
out the  doors  of  the  House,  could  affirm 
with  a  grave  countenance  } 

The  tliird  Resolution  is  the  essential 
pari,  the  soul  and  spirit  of  the  right  hon. 
gcntlenpan's  system.  Of  the  other  Reso- 
lutions, the  1st  and  the  15th  are  the. only 
two,  which,  in  my  view  of  the  subject,  ap- 
pear to  require  particular  observation. 
TIm  remainder,  from  the  4th  to  the  14th 
inclusive,  contain  a  vast  variety  of  state- 
ment!, historical,  political,  commercial, 
financial,  and  agricultural ;  some  accurate, 
some  inaccut^te ;  but  all  valuable  rather 
firom  their  intrinsic  erudition,  than  from 
any  very  near  connexion  with  the  sub- 
ject before  us*  With  none  of  these,  there^ 
lbre,ahall  I  presume  to  meddle. 

l^t,  before  I  proceed  to  the  three  Re- 
a«hition«  in  which  the  whole  of  tbe-rtght 
hon.  gentleman's  argument  Mti,  I  must 
any  a  word  or  two  io  answer  lo  a  chaHenge 
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of  the  right  hon.  gent,  as  to  bis  lOth  and 
17th  Resolutions.  He  states,  and  slates 
very  truly,  that  I  had  declared  myaelf 
ready  to  vote  for  those  two  Reaoliftions, 
provided  they  were  prefeced  and  intnn 
duced,  not  by  his  own  preceding  Reso- 
lutions, but  by  the  first  ten  of  the  original 
Resolutions  moved  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
chairman  of  the  Bullion  Committee.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  triumphs  in  this  declara* 
tion  of  mine,  as  if  it  had  been  a  conces- 
sion to  his  argument,  instead  of  an  expo* 
sition  of  my  own.  He  has  caught  me  tn  a 
great  inconsistency,  it  seems.  And  what 
is  this  inconsistency  ?  That  I  am  ready  to 
affirm  two  things  irreconcilable  with  each 
other?— that  I  would  vote  pVemtses  that 
did  not  bear  out  their  conclusion,  or  a 
conclusion  contradictory  to  its  premisea  ? 
No  such  thing:  but  simply,  that  I  am 
ready  to  adopt  the  premises  suggested  by 
one  man,  and  the  conclusion  drawn  by 
another.  This  is  what  he  considers  as  an 
inconsistency ;  as  if  consistency  had  re- 
ference not  to  the  compatibility  of  doc- 
trines, but  to  the  identity  of  the  peraont 
holding  them. 

It  is  true  that  if  the  first  ten  of  the  origi- 
nal Resolutions  had  been  t^arried,  I  should 
not  have  'objected  to  adding  to  them  the 
two  concluding  Propositions  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman.  But  I  cannot  consent  to 
vote  for  them  bv  themselves,  nor  if  intro- 
duced  by  his  own  preceding  Propositions. 

I  am  not,  any  more  than  the  right  hon. 
gent,  himself,  for  changing  the  period 
now  fixed  by  law  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Bank  Restriction.  I  could  therefore  have 
been  contented  to  vote  for  the  16th  and 
17th  of  the  right  hon.  gent.'s  Propositiooa 
if  those^principles  respecting  the  standard 
of  our  money,  which  were  luminously  and 
accurately  developed  in  the  Resolutions 
moved  by  the  chairman  of  the  BuHion 
Committee,  had  been  previously  recognized 
and  sanctioned.  The  truth  of  these  prin- 
ciples once  admitted,  there  might  have 
be«n  comparatively  little  danger  in  de-* 
ciding  either  way  the  question,  whether 
the  period  for  returning  to  the  strict  prac* 
tical  application  of  them  should  be  accele- 
rated. But  to  decide  that  Question  in  a 
way  which  should  imply  a  aenial  of  the 
truth  of  those  principles,  would  be  pro» 
ductive  of  a  mischief  than  which  none  can 
be  greater,  except  indeed  that  of  adoptin]g 
the  right  hon.  gent.'s  Resolutions,  in  which 
the  truth  of  those  principles  fs  denied,  not 
by  implication  but  directly. 

Tor  have  abitained  firom  adopting  the 
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original  Resolutions,  provided  no  others 
^nrere  agreed  to  in  their  room,  would  b^  to 
l«aye  the  true  principles  of  our  money 
system  -onTouched  indeedj  but  not  dis- 
credited ;  and  to  leave  the  Bank  Restric- 
tion precisely  as  it  stands.  To  declare  the 
conti nuance  of  the  Bank *Restrtcl ion  by 
adopting  the  right  hon.  gent.'s  16th  and 
]  7th  R^lutions 'only,  without  adverting 
at  the  same  time  to  the  principles  lain 
down  by  the  Bullion  Committee,  would 
be  to  leave  it  matter  of  doubt  whether  the 
restriction  was  continued  because  those 
principles  were  false,  or  only  because 
their  force  was  overborne  by  considera- 
tions of  expediency.  This  result  would 
be  unsatisfactory  enoogh.  To  adopt  and 
record  the  right  hon.  gent.'s  premises  as 
the  foundation  of  his  own  conclusion, 
would  be  in  his  view,  no  doubt,  perfectly 
coniistent ;  but  it  would  be  a  consistency 
obtained  at  no  less  an  expence  than  that 
of  abrogating,  so  far  as  the  Resolutions  of 
this  House  can  abrogate  it,  the  whole  sys- 
tem under  which  the  currency  of  this 
country  has  been  hitherto  regulated  and 
preserved  in  a  state  of  purity  and  integrity, 
equally  creditable  to  the  character  of  the 
state,  and  to  the  unceasing  vigilance  and 
anxiety  of  parliament. 

In  matters  which  have  been  frequently 
the  object  of  parliamentary  revision,  it  is 
no  light  thing  to  come  to  resolutions  of  a 

S^neral  and  abstract  nature  without  taking 
e  former  proceedings  of  parliament  for 
aor  guide. 

If  they  who  dissented  from  the  doctrines 
•f  the  Bullion  Committee  thought  the 
errors  of  that  Committee  the  more  formi- 
dable on  account  of  the  authority  br  which 
they  were  inculcated,  bow  much  more 
cautious  ought  we  to  be  in  ascertaining 
beyond  possibility  of  doubt,  the  troth  of 
those  doctrines  which  we  are  now  called 
vpOD  to  promulgate  by  the  much  higher 
authority  of  the  House*  itself  P 

A  declaration  of  the  law  by  one  of  the 
branches  of  the  legislature  ought  not  to 
be  made  at  ail  but  for  a  grave  and  ade- 
quate object;  and  at  least  ought  to  be 
vnimpeachably  correct. 

Let  us  examine  the  right  hon.  gent's 
first  Resolution,  in  this  double  view. 
First,  let  us  see  how  far  it  is  positively  cor- 
rect ;  and  secondly,  what  is  the  object  to 
which  it  is  directed,  and  how  far  it  attains 
(hat  object. 

That  the  right  of  establishing  and  regu- 
lating the  legal  money  of  this  kingdom  is 
a  prerogative  of  the  sovereign,  is  most  un- 
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doobtedly  true ;  that  the  sovereigns  of 
this  kingdom  have  at  different  times  al- 
tered the  value  of  such  money,  is  also 
true— if  by  value  be  intended  only  the  de- 
nomination of  such  money,  that  is  the 
rate  at  which  any  given  quantity  of  gold 
or  silver  should  be  current  within  these 
realms.  But  '•  value,''  absolutely  suted, 
is  by  no  means  a  correct  expression.  To 
alter  the  positive  intrinsic  value  of  the 
precious  metals,  or  make  it  other  than  it  is 
by  nature,  and  by  the  relation  which 
those  metals  bear  to  other  commodities,  is 
a  power,  which  neithei;  kiiigs  nor  parlia- 
ments have  hitherto,  so  far  as  i  know,  ar- 
rogated ;  but  the  existence  of  which  to 
be  sore  would  at  once  put  an  end  to  all 
dispute,  and  give  to  the  right  hon.  gent., 
and  those  who  side  with  him,  a  complete 
triumph.  If  value  were  indeed  the  oif^ 
spring  of  authority,  there  is  no  doubt  but 
that  paper  or  pasteboard,  or  any  viler  ma- 
terial, might  be  raised  by  that  authority 
to  a  level  with  ^old.  But  the  only  power 
which  sovereigns  have  ever  yet  exercised 
or  claimed,  has  been  to  fix  the  rat^  or 
"  current"  value  of  coin  within  their  owa 
dominions. 

Nor  is  it  merely  an  inaccuracy  of  ex* 
pression  to  omit  thi^  qualification  of  the 
word  *'  value."  It  is  ain  inaccuracy  which 
may  lead  to  serious  misconception  in  a 
case  where  the  whole  controversy  turns 
upon  this  single  question,  '*  whether  there 
be  or  be  not  an  inherent  inextinguishable 
value  in  the  precious  metals  estimated  ac« 
cording  to^  their  relation  to  other  commo- 
dities generally,  throughout  the  world  ; 
and  independent  of  any  •  arbitrary  va* 
luation,  which  positive  edicts  or  enact- 
ments  can  affix  to  them?"  The  right 
hon.  gent's  proposition  as  it  stands,  with- 
out the  addition  to  the  word  "  value,"  of 
the  epithets  *'  current"  or  "  denomina-^ 
tive,"  would  go  to  favour  the  notion  that 
edicts  and  enactments  have  this  power ;  a 
notion  so  wild  that  it  might  seem  almost 
unnecessary  to  guard  against  it,  if  it,  or 
something  very  like  it,  were  not  in  fact 
the  founaaTion  of  almost  all  the  right  hon. 
gent's  arguments. 

He  cannot,  however,  intend  to  avow 
such  a  notion.  He  will  therefore,  I  pre- 
sume, have  DO  objection  to  qualify  the 
word  "  value,"  by  the  addition  of  one  or 
other  of  the  epithets  whieh  I  have  sug- 
gested. So  qualified,  the  proposition,  thai 
the  Sovereign  hasat  times  varied  the  "  cur- 
rent" or  *'  denominative"  value  of  the  cotn» 
would  be  true,  and  perfectly  harpiias*- 
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device  on  the  part  of  hie  opponents,  to 
place  in  the  strongest  light  imaginable 
4he  absordky  to  which,  if  pushed  to  all 
iheir  consequences,  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man's arguments  were  capable  of  going. 

Paswiug  over  the  statutical  Resolutions 
from  the  fourth  to  the  fourteenth  inclu- 
sive, I  come  now  to  the  fifteenth,  which 
contains  the  right  hon.  gentUman's-doc- 
trine  of  Exchanges. 

This  Resolution  partakes,  in  a  very 
atrikifig  degree,  of  the  faults  which  I  had 
occasion  to  remark  upon  in  the  first  of  the 
aeries  to  which  it  oelongs.  From  the 
▼ague  and  imperfect  manner  in  which  it 
is  expressed,  the  proposition  intended  to 
be  conveyed  by  it,  is  rather  insinuated 
than  affirmed.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
^oes  not  distinctly  deny  that  the  state  of 
.•ar  currency  has  any  influence  oo  the  fo- 
reign tachanges,  6r  on  the  price  of  bul- 
lioil :  at  the  same  tiraCf  he  certainly  does 
not  admit  that  it  hu  any  each  influence. 
He  onl^  asserts  that  there  ana  Mier  causes 
^  sufiicient  to  account  for  the  vnikfoar- 
•bie  state  of  the  excbange«  and  the  high 
price  of  bullion,  without  any  change  in'* 
(what  he  calls)  *^  tbe  iatemal  Taliw  of  our 
currency.'' 

Now  it  cannot  escape  ao  accurate  an 
noderatandiog  as  that  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  that  this  mode  of  stating  bis 
ar^meot,  is  not  an  answer  to  the  main 
points  in  dispute,  but  an  evasion  of  them. 
«-The  Bullion  Rep6rt  asaaru,  that  oar 
paper  currency  is  depreciated,  and  thai 
the  depreciation  of  our  curreney  baa 
raised  the  price  of  goki,  and  tamed  and 
kept  the  foreign  eschanaes  against  as. 
The  right  boiiouraUe  genUeman  repliea-* 
iiot  by  denying  both  these  assertions;  but 
by  affirming,  with  respect  to  the  latter, 
that  the  imputed  consequences  may  have 
been  produced  by  other  causes,  without 
the  existence  of  the  cause  specifically  as* 
signed  for  them. 

We  know,  indeed,  from  the  preceding 
part  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  argo* 
ment,  that  he  does  deny  the  depreciation 
of  oar  currency— So  tar  he  is  perfectly 
ioteIHgible.  But,  as  to  the  second  pro* 
position,  "  that  the  depreciated  currency 
hai  occasioned  the  rise  in  the  price  of 
bollion  and  the  nnfiavQurableness  of  the 
foreign  ezchangos,"  are  we  to'undentand 
him  as  saying,  that  a  depreciated  currency 
wouhi  not  have  those  effecu }  or  only, 
that  as  oar  currency  is  not  depreciated, 
such  efiects  cannot  in  this  instance  be  at* 
trtbatabio  to  that  oaosa  ? 


If  he  admits  that  such  would  be  the  na» 
tural  efiects  of  a  depreciated  currency, 
admitting  at  the  same  time  (as  he  does) 
that  such  effects  do  exist,  the  whole  of  his 
argument  is  destroyed  by  his  own  admis- 
sions. The  utmost  advantage  that  ho 
could  then  derive  even  from  the  undia* 
puted  admission  of  all  the  facts  enumerat- 
ed in  his  statistical  Resolutions— of  his 
prices  of  stocks,  and  prices  of  com,  hia 
exports  and  impons,  and  revenue  and  ex- 
pendtture^woold  be  to  show,  that  there 
are  other  causes  which  may  enter  for 
something  into  the  degree  of  the  rise  in 
the  price  of  bullion,  and  into  the  degree 
of  the  unfovourabteness  of  the  exchange : 
—Which  nobody  denies. 

But  to  acknowledge  the  tendency  of  a 
depreciated  currency  to  produce  certain 
e^cts/»«to  acknowledge  these  e8*ects  to 
have  been  produced  to  an  extent,  and  to 
have  continued  for  a  length  of  time,  un- 
exampled in  the  history  of  the  country,)— 
and  then  to  expect  that  upon  the  mere 
dictum  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
bis  adversaries  in  the  argunsent  shall  con* 
sent  to  ascribe  those  efiects  wholly  to 
other  canees,  of  which  they  deny  the  suffi- 
ciency, altogether  excluaing  the  opera- 
tion or  that  one,  the  efficacy  of  which  ho 
himself  admits,  is  to  reckon  upon  a  degree 
of  ductility  in  those  with  whom  he  argues, 
which  e?en  the  right  honourible  gentle- 
own'a  authority  is  not  entitled  to  corn- 


On  the  other  hand,  does  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  contend,  that  the  depreciation 
of  our  currency,  even  if  it  existed,  would 
not  afiect  the  exchange  ?  To  argue  that 
it  would  not  afiTect  the  price  of  bullion  in 
that  currency,  is  certainly  more  than  be 
can  venture.  But  it  has  been  contended 
by  others  who  take  the  same  side  with 
bim,  that  depreciation  "  of  internal  value" 
in  the  currency  of  a  coontry  has  no  ten- 
dency to  alter  the  foreign  exchange.  Is 
this  the  right  honourable  gentiaman'a 
meaning  ? 

By  «« internal  value,"  I  now  understand 
the  right  hon.  gent,  to  signify  not  **  in* 
trinsic  ▼aloe,"  as  I  was  at  first  inclined  to 
suppo^,  but  value  in  internal  or  don^Mtic 
curreoc^f,  as  opposed  to  value  abroad.  The 
proposition  then  of  those  who  push  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  argument  to  iuex* 
tent,  is,  that  the  currency  of  a  country 
ntay  be  depreciated  to  an  indctfinite  d^ 
gree,  and  yet,  if  the  inhabiuntt  of  that 
country  continue,  no  matter  whether  vo* 
hataniy  or  by  legal  compalsioo,  to  re* 
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coraiogto  sir  Matttew  IMe,  ^'ititfil" 
tkttt  inch  ftltenrtMo  ihoold  be  amcK  if 
ittad«»tali;  and  wkhoot  which,  sccord- 
iiig  to  Um  Mm^  authority,  "jSen'jioiiile^ 
Asiir ;''— bat  morely  ai  that  which  it  it 
opftonal  with  the  crown  to  lUk  ar  not  to 
ask,  according  to  its  good  pleatore^ 
Wahid  aaeh  a  K^solatien  have  befitted  the 
Honm  of  Commona,  eren  at  the  time 
when  air  Matthew  Hale  wrote?  Is  it  pos- 
sible to  pass  it  oow ;  -  when  that  prero^ 
gativet  which  by  sir  Matthew  Hale  wes 
considered  as  ttnfit  to  be  exercised  with* 
ool  content  of  parliameht,  stands  acta  ally 
limited  by  statute? 

Let  OS  next  consider  what  is  the  object 
with  a  Tiew  to  which  this  exposition  of 
the  law  is  made,  and  how  far  that  object 
is  attained  by  it. 

The  question  in  agitation  is,  whether 
ear  paper  currency  be  or  be  not  depre- 
ciated ?  The  price  of  gold  in  that  paper 
currency  is  adduced  in  proof  of  the  dc'* 
preciatton.  What  answer  is  it  to  this 
qoeation«»-what  refutation  is  it  of  this 
proofi  to  say  "  The  King's  prerogative 
can  alter  ihe  value  of  the  coin  ?"— Orant* 
ed  that  it  cma.  At  least  it  has  not  done 
so  in  the  present  Instance.  Ijha  coin  i« 
not  varied  in  value :  the  paper  currency, 
it  is  contended,  is.  The  King's  preroga- 
tive hse  nothing  to  do  with  the  paper  of 
the  Bttik.  The  paper  of  the  Bank  is  not 
(God  forbid  it  ever  should  be !)  thi  legal 
money  of  the  realm.  How^  then,  does 
the  King's  ^jrerogative  decide— hovv  does 
it  even  afjfect-^the  question  as  to  the  de- 
preciation of  Bank  piper  ?  It  can  by  no 
possibility  i^Gt  it  at  all,  unless  the  right 
hon.  gent  be  prepared  to  address  us  in 
something  like  the  following  inaaner— ' 
*'  The  King  hae  a  power  to  make  what- 
ever he  pleases  money  ;  and  to  make  thai 
meney  of  what  vhiue  he  pleases*  If  f  ou 
munner  at  the  toppoied  depreciation  of 
Bank  notes,  beware  that  you  do  not  pfo«« 
Toke  a*  extfctse  of  the  preroeativef 
which  shall  make  tbes^  Bank  notes  to  all 
iMcAta  and  purposes  legal  moaey;  ct 
whieh  shall  cure  that  pretended  disparity 
between  paper  and  gold  about  which  yoU 
clamour  so  loudl?,  by  raising  the 
liaiioii  of  the  oetil/' 

Is  thai  what  the  ri^t  hon.  gent, 
to  iay  ?  if  so^tbaugh  1  do  not  thrtik  that 
there  would  be  much  wisdom  in  the  mea" 
iare,— 4  adartt  that  bis  Bcsohnion  is  an 
apt  and  oataral  fnirodaccien  to  it.  I  caa 
wn  teait  uddetstand  ita  appHcatian  tor  the 
a«bjectt    1  eia^iaa  what  is  mmk  by  \u 
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Bdt  nnlem  thn  hue  his  m^aniti^,  I  am  at  a 
loM  to  conceive  hhw  the  assertion  that  the 
paper  currency  is  actually  depreciated,  ia 
diqireved,  or  even  touclted  by  the  asser-^ 
tion  of  the  King's  prerogative  to  establish 
and  alter  at  bis  pleasure  the  legal  money 
of  the  realmi 

The  ReaDlations  en  the  sofajett  of  thh 
coinage  laws,  which  we  rejected  bn  a  for- 
mer ni]g^t,  and  for  which  this  6f  the  right 
hon.  gent.  49  intended  as  a  substitute,  had 
a  direct  and  sensible  bearing  upon  thd 
question  in  dispute.  In  affirming  the  de- 
predation of  itie  paper  carrency,  it  wa* 
necessary  to  define  the  standard  by  tirhich' 
such  currency  was  to  be  measured.  The 
hob.  and  learned  mover  of  the  original 
Resolutions  did  define  it,  and)  as  I  think/ 
with  perfect  truth,  as  well  as  precision. 
Can  it  be  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  In* 
tentioni  by  stating  with  such  laxity  the 
absolute  and  indefinite  power  of  the 
croi^n  over  (he  legal  money  of  the  realhi, 
to  imply  that)  where  every  thing  is  liable 
to  ^ such  arbitrary  fiuctuatioh,  there  cad 
be* no  fixed  standard  by  which  to  measure 
the  value  of  the  currency  ?  If  his  argu^ 
ment  be  good  for  any  thing,  it  ca()  only 
be  so  by  being  pushed  to  thrt  exteiM :  but 
even  then  it  aimrds  no  atiswer  to  the  Re^ 
solutions  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gent. 
Those  Resojutions  asserted  that  the  paper 
currency  is  in  a  state  of  depreciation,  if 
measured  by  the  exiting  standard  ofouf 
legal  currency.  The  right  hon.  gent^ 
does  not  contradict  this  assertion;  be 
pasies  it  by ;  he  says  nothing  at  all  at  to 
what  the  standard  of  our  currency  really 
is;  but  contents  himself  with  disparaginff 
its  fitness  as  a  measure  of  Value,  by  in5inil»» 
ating  that,  whatever  it  may  be  at  the  pre* 
tent  moment,  the  King  tn^^  by  his  prero*< 
gative,  an  unlimited  powel  of  chaaging  \U 

But,  again,  even  if  the  King  has  thia 
power,  it  ia  not  pretended  that  he  hns  iff 
point  of  fact  thought  fit  to  exercise  it  If 
any  part  of  our  currency  has  been  varied 
in  its  valae^  either  in  respect  to  anothet' 
part  of  it,  or  in  respect  to  the  sundard^  i# 
M  not  pretended  that  this  bm  been  done 
by  the  interposition  of  the  crown.  Thtf 
eemplaint  is,  however,  that  such  a  varhi*^ 
tion  hat  in  fact  ukew  place  »6  the  value  of 
Bank  paper.  What  ancfwer  rs  ft  to  tbia 
complainij  to  say,  that  tlniegh  the  Kingf 
bat  ttoty  yet  he  might,  if  he  pleased,  have 
made  a  hke  variation  in  tbe  current  valuSP 
of  the  coin } 

>  There  ia,  however,  another  opevatimi  e# 
Ike  ^erogatfve,  whieh,  te  flMhe  bii  dafi^ 
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nition  complete,  the  right  hoD.  gent'  ought 
to  have  noticed;  but  which  he  haa  alto- 
gether omitted,  perhaps  because  he  »vnf, 
that  it  woold  bear  inconveniently  upon 
his  argument :  I  mean  the  King's  power 
of  giving  currency  to  foreign  coin  within 
his  own  dominions.  Now  one  of  the 
plainest  illustrations  of  the  actual  depre- 
ciation of  our  paper  currency  has  been 
derived  from  the  change  which  has  beet| 
recently  made  in  the  current  value  of  the 
dollar. 

''  The  King/'  says  Mr.  Justice  Black- 
atone  in  the  same  part  ot  his  work  to 
which  I  have  already  referred.  *'  may 
also,  by  his  proclamation,  legitimate  fo- 
reign coin,  and  make  it  current  here  ;  de- 
claring at  what  value  it  shall  be  taken  in 
payments.  But  this,  I  apprehend,  ought 
to  be  by  comparison  with  the  standard  of 
oor  own  coin;  otherwise  the  consent  of 
Parliament  will  be  necessary/' 

"  fhn  great  prerogative,"  says  lord 
liverpool  in  his  Letter  to  the  King, 
"  which  the  kings  of  this  realm  have  im- 
roemoria!ly  enjoyed  and  exercii»ed,  of 
giving  currency  to  the  coins  made  at 
their  mint,  .  and  sometimes  to  foreign 
coins,  nt  a  determinate  rate  or  value,  and 
of  enhancing  an^  debasing  them  at  their 
pleasure,  is  of  so  important,  and  delicate 
It  nfttqre,  and  the  justice  and  honour  of  the 
Sovereign,  as  well  as  the  interests  of  the 
people,  are  so  deeply  concerned  in  it,  that 
It  ought  to  be  exercised  with  the  greatest 
judgment  and  discretion/' 

We  here  see  the  limitations  in  point  of 
law,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  so  able  a 
lawyer  as  Blackstone,— «nd  those  in  point 
of  prudence  and  discretion  which  in  the 
opinion  of  so  profound  a  practical  states- 
man as  the  late  e^arl  of  Liverpool,^— would 
have  governed  the  exercise  of  the  prero- 
gative of  the  crown  in  giving  currency  to 
the  dollar.  Have  these  limitations,  has 
ibis  caution,  been  observed  in  fixing  the 
rate  at  which  the  dollar  now  circulates  ? 
The  intrinsic  valoe  of  the  dollar  '<  by 
comparison  with  the  standard  of  oar  own 
coin/'>«i-as  compared  for  example  with 
the  British  crown  piece,  is  nearly  in  the 
proportion  of  nine  to  ten.  The  current 
rate  at  which  the  dollar  circulates,  as 
compared  with  the  crown  piece,  is  now 
in  the  proportion  of  eleven  to  ten. 

By  what  authority  has  so  strange  an 
anomaly  been  introduced  into  our  money 
system? — an  anomaly  which,  according 
to  Blackstone,  the  crown  in  the  exercise  of 
its  prerogatiTe  is  boood  to  avoid.    By  an 


ordinance  of  the  Bank.  The  prerogative 
of  the  crown,  we  have  seen,  might  have 
given  currency  to  the  dollar :  but  it  could 
only  have  done  so  at  a  rate  proportionate 
to  its  intrinsic  value,  as  compared  with  the 
standard  of  the  realm ;  or  for  any  devia- 
tion from  that  standaid  it  must  have  ob- 
tained the  concurrence  of  Parliament.  But 
the  {hing  is  done.  It  is  one  of  the  main 
features  of  our  present  system.  It  makes 
one  of  the  grounds  of  the  complaint  which 
the  right  hon.  gent,  proposes  to  answer  by 
the  authoritative  language  of  his  first  Reso- ' 
lution.  And  how  does  he  answer  it  ?  By 
referring  to  the  prerogative  of  the  crown 
as  the  authority  by  which  alone  the  cur- 
rency can  be  regulated ;  and  yet  omit- 
ting altogether  a  part  of  that  prerogative, 
so  essential  to  the  present  subject,  as  the 
power  of  giving  currency. to  foreign  coin ! 
He  omits  it — Why? — Evidently  because 
he  could  not  skate  it,  withont  acknowledg- 
ing at  the  same  time  that  the  rules  by 
which  the  exercise  of  that  part  of  the  pre- 
rogative has  always  been  governed,  have 
been  entirely  neglected  iu*the  issue  of  the 
dollar  at  its  present  rate ;  and  because  be 
could  not  make  that  acknowledgment 
without  avowing  the  depreciation  w  our 
currency. 

Before  the  late  ordinance  of  the  Baoki 
nine  crown  pieces  would  have  exchanged 
for  ten  dollars.  Now  ten  dollars  cannot 
be.  had  for  less  than  eleven  crowns.  If 
this  be  not  depreciation,  what  is  it  ?  Per- 
haps, I  shall  be  warned  that  this  argument 
proves  too  much ;  for  that  the  deprecia- 
tion here  establistied  would  be  that  of  the 
lawful  coin  of  the  realm,— not  of  the  paper 
currency,  of  which  alone  the  depreciation 
is  asserted. 

1  answer,<-^he  depreciation  of  the  law- 
ful coin  in  respect  to  the  dollar  is  effected 
thrbugh  the  medium  of  the  paper.  If  the 
crown  piece  and  the  dollar  circulated  to- 
gether without  the  intervention  of  the  pi- 
per, it  would  be  impossible  that  they 
should  bear  to  each  other,  any  other  rela^ 
tion  than  that  which  ariset  naturally  from 
their  respective  intrinsic  values.  It  is  by 
the  intervention  of  the  paper,  which  mea- 
soces  the  one  accordinff  to  its  nominali  the 
other  according  to  itt  mtriosic  raloe,  that 
tbis  relation  is  forcibly  inverted,  and  the 
more  valuable  is  degraded  below  the  less, 
valuable  coin. 

I  shall  probably  be  told,  however,  that 
the  dollar  is  a  mere  token;  it  is  no  more 
than  a  promissory  note  in  silver,  which  no 
man  is  bound  to  accept'in  payment. ^bii 


Mr,  Vantktan't  "Raobttioiti. 


103] 

M  perfectly  true:  but  it  is  a  singular  argu- 
ment to  be  relied  upon  by  the  practical 
school,— sioce  it  is  no  less  true  that  the 
OoUar»  such  as  it  is«  constitutes  in  fact  by 
far  the  greater  part  of  the  metallic  cur- 
rency now  in  circulation.  In  thesame  way 
it  has  been  argued,  that  a  Bank  note  is  not 
a  legal  tender,  that  no  man  is  bound  to  take  a 
Bank  note  from  his  neighbour  in  satisfaction 
of  a  just  debt.  This  also  is  true :  but  it  is  no 
less  so  that  the  public  creditor  is  bound  to 
receive  Bank  notes,  or  at  least  can  get  no- 
thing else,  in  payment  of  his  demand  upon 
the  state ;  and  it  seems  to  be  no  great  con- 
solation to  the  public  creditor  to  be  assured 
that  what  he  is  compelled  to  take  from  the 
gOTernmfent,  nobody  is  compellable  to  take 
I'rom  him* 

This  being  then  practically  the  state  of 
our  currency,  what  satisfaction,  I  must  again 
ask,  does  the  first  Resolution  of  the  right 
hon.  gent,  afford  to  those  who  complain 
of  the  depreciation  of  Bank  paper,  by 
stating,  and  stating  as  it  appears,  incor- 
rectly, the  money  prerogatives  of  the 
crown  ?<— prerogatives  which,  in  respect  to 
the  bulk  of  our  currency, — the  paper,*— 
have  no  operation  at  all ;  and  which  in  res- 
pect to  the  small  portion  of  metallic  cur- 
rency which  we  possess,  have  been  sufier- 
ed  to  lie  dormant  and  passive,  while  that 
currepcy  has  been  reguhted  by  another 
authority  on  principles  directly  contrary 
to  those  by  which  the  crown  most  have 
been  guided  in  giving  currency  to  a  fo- 
reign coin? 

This  Resolutiofi  therefore  tbe  House  of 
Commons  cannot  but  reject:  first,  because 
it  is  defective  as  a  definition  of  the  prero- 
gative which  it  affects  to  define ;  secondly, 
because  it  is  wholly  inapplicable  to  the 
only  points  about  which  thei;e  b  auy  dis- 
pute, namely.  Bank  paper,  which  is  out 
of  the  province  of  the  prerogative  ;  and 
ihe  foreign  silver  currency,  of  which  in 
fact  it  has  taken  no  cognizance ;  and 
lastly,  because  it  is  calculated,  by  impli- 
cation at  least*  to  exclude  parliament  from 
all  share  in  the  regulation  of  a  sol^ect  in 
which,  in  all  good  times,  parliament  has 
claimed  it  as  a  right,  and  felt  it  A  duty  to 
interfere,  whenever  the  occasion  has  cidled 
for  its  interference* 

It  is  impossible  to  pass  over  the  second 
Besolution  without  observing,  that  it  re- 
mains liable  to  the  objection  which  I  took 
the  liberty  of  making  to  it  in  a  former  de- 
bate* The  words"  on  demand"  are  still 
omitted:  I  trust,  the  right  hon.  gent,  in- 
lands to  aopply  thia  omiMioo^     I   most 
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say,  that  the  persisting  in  it  would  afford 
just  ground  of  serious  suspicion  and  alarm. 

I  now  come  to  the  main  Resolution  of 
all,  the  third.  This  it  is  that  contains  the 
sum  and  substance  of  all  the  right  hon; 
gentleman's  arguments  and  doctrines ;  and 
to  which  I  cannot^  believe  it  possible*  until 
the  vote  shall  actually  have  passed,  that 
any  assembly  of  reasonable  men  can  be 
persuaded  to  give  their  concurrence.  The 
Resolution  is  as  follows :  3.  "  That  the 
proo^issory  notes  of  the  said  Company 
have  hitherto  been*  and  are  at  this  time^ 
held  in  public  estimation  to  be  equivalent 
to  ihe  legal  coin  of  the  realm,  and  gene- 
rally accepted  as  such  in  all  pecuniary 
transactions  to  which  such  coin  is  legally 
applicable.''  « 

The  right  hon.  gen>.  in  stating  what  he 
considered  to  be  the  effect  of  this  Resolu- 
tion, made  use  of  an  expression  which  does 
indeed  most  truly  describe  its  character^ 
and  the  character  of  that  assent  which  he 
reckons  upon  obtaining  to  it.  By  this 
Resolution,  said  the  right  hon.  gent,  we 
"  pledge  ourselves  to  believe  the  equiva- 
lency of  Bank  notes  to  coin/'— Pledge 
ourselves  to  believe!  This  is  perhaps 
more  than  any  man  ever  before  avowed  of 
himself;  but  certainly  more  than  any 
man  ever  openly  declared  his  intention  to 
exact  from  others.  Belief  is  not  usually 
matter  of  volition ;  therefore  one  should 
think,  it  cannot  reasonably  be  made  mat- 
ter of  unJertakmg  and  engagemet^t.  Of 
all  martyrs  of  whatever  jaith,  1  hive  al- 
ways conceived  the  just  praise»to  be,  that 
tliey  adhered  stedlnstly  to  a  btltef  founded 
on  sincere  conviction;  not  that  they  anti- 
cipated that  conviction  by  pledging  them- 
selves beforehand  what  their  belief  should 
be.  The  right  hon.' gentleman's  martyr- 
dom is  of  a  superior \dt*;»cription ;  it  not 
only  professes  its  faith,  t^ut  creates  it :  aod» 
to  say  the  truth,  it  doet  require  a  fafth, 
rather  of  the  will  than  oithe  understand- 
ing, to  believe  the  doctRne  which  the 
right  hon.  gent,  has  promulgated  in  his 
ttiird  Resolution. 

The  right  hon.  gent,  howcrer,  has  not 
done  full  justice  to  his  own  Resolution. 
The  pledge  which  it  contains  |pes  much 
farther  than  he  describes.  It  ^  not  we, 
the  resolvers,  that  are  pledged  by  it  to  'he 
creed  of  the  right  hon.  gent. :  it  | ledges 
all  mankind,  except  ourselves.  \  ^  so 
contrived  that  even  1  might  consiat^utly 
vote  for  it,  denying  as  1  do  every  s^Uhle 
of  the  doctrine  which  it  contains.  VViat- 
ever  other  mierit  the  Retolntion  may  w^t, 
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tbe  inaes  are  ioordioalely  extended,  the 
difficoUy  of  resumiog  cash  payments  must 
be  proportionahly  augmented.  And  it  is 
still  more  obvioasi  that  whether  those  mo- 
ti?e8  and  those  causes  do  in  fact  so 
operate  or  no,  from  the  natural  inTidious- 
ness  attendant  on  great  gains,  the  world 
in  general  will  b^  apt  to  suspect  and  im- 
pute  their  operation. 

Now  the  public  has  no  right  to  complain 
'that  the  Bank  Uestriction,  though  not  laid 
or  continued  in  contemplation  of  advan- 
tage to  the  Bank  proprietors,  has  inciden- 
tally been  productive  of  such  advantage: 
but  they  have  a  right  to  expect  that  no 
impediment  shall  on  that  ground  be  thrown 
in  the  way  of  the  removal  of  tbe  Restric- 
tion.  A  continued  increase  of  profit,  and 
a  .continued  raising  of  the  dividends  to  the 
Bank  proprietors,  if  it  had  not  that  elTect, 
would  have  that  appearance.  Tlie  divi- 
dend is  now,  I  btlieve,  10  per  cent.  There 
surely  it  rnigh^  stop.  All  surplus  profit 
beyond  that  amount,  during  the  contina- 
•nce  of  ibtf  Kestriction,  might  be  strictly 
appropriated  as  a  fond  for  we  purchase  of 
bullion,  at  whatever  price. 

It  is  not  in  my  contemplation  that  tbe 
public  (as  baa  been  suggested  in  several 

Suarters  since  this  question  has  been  in 
iscussion)  should  enter  into  any  share  of 
tbe  extraordinary  profits,  or  qieddle  in 
any  decree  in  the  management  of  tbe 
Bank.  Vo  such  thin^.  Let  those  extra- 
ordinary profits  remam  in  full,  undisputed 
and  unenvied  property  to  tbe  Bank.  But  as 
they  are  created  by  the  sospensiooof  cash 
payments,  l^et  the  public  have  the  assu- 
rance that  they  are  so  employed  by  tbe 
Bank,  as  to  ensare  their  ability  u>  resome 
those  pajrments,  without  convulsion  or  dis- 
tress, at  tbe  period  which  tbe  legislature 
has  fixed  for  the  resumption  of  them. 

This,  I  think,  is  a  suggestion,  tbe  a^p- 
tton  of  which  wouk)  be  no  less  creditable 
to  the  Bank  than  satisfactory  to  the  public. 

For  this  or  any  other  measure  calcu- 
lated to  remedy  tbe  evils  acknowledged 
to  exist,  we  can,  after  the  decision  to 
which  this  House  has  already  come,  rely 
only  on  the  effect  which  may  be  produc- 
ed by  our  discussions  upon  tbe  advised 
discretion^f  tbe  Bank,  and  upon  the  awa- 
kened attention  of  tbe  public. 

But  at  least,  if  we  will  do  no  good,  let 
US,  in  tbe  name  of  common  sense,  not  do 
any  barm.  If  we  will  not  set  right  the 
course  of  the  vessel,  let  os  at  leaat  not  de- 
stroy the  chart  and  compass  by  which  it 
may  steer* 

Let  us  leave  the  evil,  if  it  must  be  so. 


to  tbe  chance  of  a  gradual  and  noiseless 
correction.  But  let  us  not  resolve  as  law, 
what  is  an  incorrect  and  imperfect  expo- 
sition of  the  law.  Let  us  not  resolve  as 
fact,  what  is  contradictory  to  universal 
experience.  Let  us  not  expose  ourselves 
to  ridicule  by  resolving  as  the  opinions  of 
the  people,  opinions  which  the  people  do 
not,  and  which  it  is  impossible  they  should, 
entertain.  This  is  not  the  way  to  settle 
the  public  feeling,  and  to  set  the  subject 
at  rest.  It  is  the  way  to  ensure  renewed 
and  interminable  discussions.  That  we 
may  at  least  not  incur  this  unnecessary 
mischief,  by  adopting  the  Resolutions  now 
before  us,  I  move.  Sir,  that  you  do  now 
leave  tbe  chair. 

The  Chancellor  qf  ike  Exchequer  regret- 
ted, that  he  was  again  under  the  necessity 
of  trespassing  upon  the  time  of  tbe  Com- 
mittee upon  this  subject,  but  there  were 
some  points  in  the  speech  of  his  .right 
hon.  friend  which  he  could  not  avoid  no- 
ticing. His  right  hon.  friend  seemed  to 
think  that  he  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer) ought  to  retract  tbe  admission 
he  had  made  on  a  former  night,  namely, 
that  the  diminution  of  the  quantity  of 
paper  might  diminish  the  balance  of  ex- 
change against  us»  because  it  made  against 
his  general  argument  Tbe  admission 
which  he  had  made,  however,  be  was  not 
disposed  to  retract,  because  it  did  not  ap* 
pear  to  him  to  clash  in  the  slightest  degree 
with  the  principles  which  be  maintained. 
The  diminution  of  paper  in  circulation 
would  make  a  favourable  alteration  in  tha 
exchange,  bat  then  it  would  be  necessary 
to  discontinue  the  exertions  we  were  mal^ 
\n^  abroad, and  to  abandon  our  allies:  but 
this  would  not  be  the  only  inconvenience 
which  would  result,  because  tbe  same 
operation  would  afiect  our  commerce,  our 
agriculture,  and  all  those  sources  of  wealth 
by  which  we  had  been  so  long  able  ta 
maintain  this  contest.  It  appeared  to  him* 
therefore,  that  the  question  for  the  Com- 
mittee to  decide  wu,  whether  it  wouUI  be 
a  wise  policy  to  diMontinue  those  exer^ 
tions  which  we  were  making  upon  the 
Continent,  and  injure  our  agriculture  and 
commerce,  which  we  must  de  if  we  dimi* 
nished  the  quantity  ef  paper  ia  circ«latie» 
lor  tbe  purpose  ef  making  an  alteration  i» 
the  coarse  of  exchange.— He  woeki  not 
repeat  all  tbe  arguasents  which  he  had 
before  used,  to  shew  that  what  gentlemen 
termed  tbe  depredation  ef  paper,  did  noi 
arise  from  an  over-issue  ef  it»  but  firont 
oth^r  ca«sia;  beth^ w»Mwaf ipoad  thaft> 
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public/'  BBBk-iu498  and  coin  were  eqoal, 
hia  afsnrance  woiftld  baive  gone  bui  for 
lUile ;  Mid  I  really  eaonot  see  wby»  in 
sdoptiDg.  aa  he  hai  done,  the  terv  word* 
of  tbe  lottery  advefftisement,  the  right 
hoQ.  gent,  should  decline  adopting  the 
advertiser's  test  of  bia  siacerity. 

I  must  however  obierve,  that  tbe  right 
hon.  gent,  carries  bis  doctrine  somewhat 
farther  than  his  prototypoy  the  lottery  of- 
fice keeper.  The  advertiaesaent  is  much 
more  caotioosly  worded  than  the  Kesola** 
lotion.  Tbe  advertisement  only  afflsroa 
Ihe  equivalency  of  Bank -notes  to  the 
*  current"  coin  of  the  realm.  The  Reso* 
hition  says,  that  they  are  equivalent  to  the 
"  legaP'  coin.  Now  the  assertion  of  the 
advertisement  may  1)0  perfectly  safe  fnom 
fontradiction,  forasmuch  as«  ''current^ 
coin  of  the  realm,  there  is  at  this  moraent» 
none.  But  the  "  legal''  coin  of  the  realm, 
though  driven  out  of  circulation,  is  ca« 
pableof  strict  definition :  tlie  right  hon. 
genu's  proposition  therefore  admits  of  a 
test»  which  the  advertiser's  doea  not.  To 
make  his  pfopoaition  perfect,  the  right 
hon.  gent,  ought  to  define  both  those 
things  which  he  declares  to  be  equivalent 
to  each  other.  Bank  notes  he  has  de* 
$ned  in  bia  second  Resolution :  they  are 
**  engageoaenta  to  pay  ceitain  sums  of 
money  in  the  legal  coin  of  this  king- 
dom." Bot  he  baa  omitted  to  define  the 
^  legal  coin.", 

With  his  leave  I  will  ventore  to  remind 
him  that  one  pound  in  sterling  money  of 
this  realm  is  either  |^  of  a  guinea  weigh- 
ing not  less  than  ddwts.  hgrs.  standard 
fineness ;  or  it  is  ||  of  a  lb.  of  standard 
silver.  I>oes  the  nght  hon.  gent  object 
laoiiberof  tboaedafinitiona?  lfnot»does 
be  maintain  his  propositien  of  equiv*- 
lency  ?  Doea  ha  maintain  that  a  one 
pound  note  is  equivalent  to  ^  of  a  lawful 
■uihea,  or  to  JJ  of  alb.  of  standard  silver  ? 
Does  he  not  know  that  a  guinea  is  intrin* 
sicaily  worth  not  a  pound-note,  with  one 
shilling  in  addition,  but  with  the  addition 
of  four  or  five  shillings,  at  the  present 
moment;  and  thai  so  far  from-  purchasing 
nearly  the  third  part  of  a  lb.  of  standard 
sibrer»  a  Bank-note  of  W.  would  now  pur* 
chase  little  more  than  the  fourth  part  of  it? 

But  the  right  hon.  gent,  warns  us,  that 
wa  overlook  the  force  and  real  meaning 
of  the  word  "  legal"  as  employed  in  his 
Basolotion.  He  alludes  not  to  the  laws 
which  have  fixed  the  standard,  and  which 
ensure  the  weight  and  purity  of  our  coin ; 
haft  to  those  wmoh  provide  by  wholesome 
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I  penalties  agaii^t  tbe  influence  of  its  real 
upon  its  denominative  value.  The  gold 
<tf  a  guinea  may  be  worth  what  we  will ; 
the  Resolution  applies  only  to  the  gold  m 
a  guinea.  It  does  neft  say  that  a  Bank 
note  is  worth  aa  much  as  a  guinea.  Il 
says  only  that  the  guinea  can  pass  fee 
no  more  than  the  bank  note.  It  ties  the 
living  to  the  dead«  and  then  pronpuncea 
them  equal  to  each  other.  The  gold 
which  is  necessary  to  constitute  a  guinea^ 
may  be  wortM  twenty  <^six  or  tu^enty -seven 
shillings.  The  right  hon.  gents's  businesa 
with  it  commences  only  when  it  has  ro« 
ceived  the  staoap  and  8anctk>aof  the  soi* 
vereign.  It  is  then  that,  degraded  by 
this  distinction,  and  restricted  b^  ihia 
guarantee,  it  loses  about  a  fifth  of  lu  v»» 
lue,  and  beoomea  worth  only  a  onn*pound 
note  and* one  shilling. 

Be  it  ao.  This  then  may  be  the  state  of 
the  law  ;  but  how  doea  this  prove  "  pub* 
lie  estimalion?"  If  the  Resolution  had 
purported  mevely  that  by  law  the  guinea 
could  pass  for  no  more  than  twenty-one  . 
shillings,  perhapa  the  right  hon.  gent, 
may  have  the  law  en  bia  side.  But  this 
proposition  he  had  the  sagacity  to  seo 
would  not  answer  his  purpose.  It  would 
do  nothing  for  the  Bank  note.  It  would 
settle  the  proportion  between  gold  and 
silver  coin;  but  not  between  either  of 
those  metals  and  Bank  paper.  Bank  papei^ 
'until  it  is  made  the  paper  of  the  states 
and  a  legal  tender  (wluch  as  yet  banpily 
itisnot)^  must  depend- upon  oonfioence 
for  ita  ^tt^ ;  and  I  am  afraid  that  con* 
fidenoe  may  rather  be  impaired  than  re» 
stored  by  such  a  Resolution  as  the  right 
hon.  gentleman's. 

There  is,  however,  yet  one  addition, 
which  qualifies  tbe  right  hon.  gentleman's 
proposition.  Bank  notea  ace  not  only 
"  equivalent  to  legal  coin,"  it  seoms,  but 
are  "  generally  accepted  as  such ;"  vvhick 
to  be  sure  it  is  natural  to  expect  they 
should  be,  if  equivalent.  They  are  so  ao* 
cepted,  however,  not  in'all  transaotionai 
No,<— only  in  "  transactiona  towhich  suok 
coin  is  legally  applicable."  Them  are 
. transactiona  then,  it  seems,  inwhich  they 
are  not  accepted  as  equivalent  ?  Yes,!*-* 
but  those  transactions  are  not  legal  onesu 
Is  the  purchase  of  gold*  bullion  a  legal 
tran^aotion  ?  I  presume  it  is.  A  lb.  of 
gold  bullion  is  at  this  moment  worth 
about 5Sl.  lOf.  in  Bank  notes:  58/.  16s.  im 
guineas,  according  to  their  current  valuer 
makes  fifty  six  guineas.  Now  forty-four 
and  a  half  of  these  guineas,  we  know. 
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wei^h  exactly  lib.  The  right hon.  gent., 
therefore,  means  gravely  to  affirm  that 
there  exist  persons  who  will  with  equal 
readiness  give  58/.  I6«.  in  Bank  notes,  or 
fifky-six  golden  guineas,  in  payment  for  a 
commodity  which  is  intrinsically  worth 
exactly  forty-foar  guineas  and  a  half.  It 
warms  one's  heart  to  hear  such  heroic  in- 
stances of  more  than  Roman  virtue :  but  I 
must  be  permitted  to  doubt  whether  they 
can  be  truly  stated  to  be  as  <'  general'' 
as  the  right  hon.  sentleman  supposes.  I 
doubt  whether  even  the  patriotic  lottery- 
man  from  whom  the  right  hon.  gent,  has 
borrowed  his  third  Resolution,  would  make 
such  a  sacrifice  as  this  ro  the  laws  of  his 
country.  I  doubt  whether  the  right  hon. 
gent,  himself  does  not  stand  the  single  in- 
stance of  such.striking  self  devotion:  and 
would  again  submit  to  him,  therefore, 
whether  his  third  Resolution,  instead  of 
affirming  anything  about  the  pubUc,  ought 
not  to  run  singly  in  his  own  name. 
/  But  after  all,  is  the  right  hon.  gent,  sure 
that  he  is  prepared  to  define  exactly,  at 
this  moment,  the  legality  or  illegality  of 
interchanging  guineas  and  Bank  notes,  at 
any  other  than  the  nominal  current  value  ? 
What  cognizance  does  the  law  take  of  the 
rate  at  which  Bank  notes  shall  pass?  Is 
there  any  law  which  touches  this  matter  ? 
If  any  body  had  such  a  fancy  for  Bank 
notes,  and  differed  so  entirely  from  the 
Bullion  Committee,  and  from  the  right 
hpn.  gent.,  as  to  think  them  not  only  not 
depreciated  in  respect  to  coin,  but  as 
worth  being  bought  up  in  coin  at  a  pre- 
mium ;  is  there  any  law  which  would 
prevent  him  from  gratifying  his  taste  in 
this  particular^  If  for  more,  might  he  not 
also  buy  them  for  less  than  their  nominal 
v\lue  ?  If  there  any  law  to  prevent  that  ? 
The  man  who  has  been  convicted  and  is 
now  expecting  judgment  for  buying  gui- 
neas at  a  premium,  might  he  not  justly 
ave'f  that,  he  had  only  sold  Bank  notes  at 
a  kyfS,?  Is  there  any  law  which  forbids 
that  }'  The  right  hon.- gent,  may  tell  me, 
that  this  question  is  at  this  very  moment 
before  the  judges  of  the  land,  by  whose 
determination  the  conviction  to  which  I 
have  referred,  will  be  either  confirmed  or 
reversed.  And  so  1  tell  the  right  hon. 
gent.  ;  and  from  that  very  circumstance, 
from  the  law  on  that  subject  being  in  a 
at  ate  of  such  uncertainty  as  to  require  a 
reference  to  the  judges,  it  is  in  my  opi- 
nion unseemly,  and  must  be  roost  un- 
aaii>>factory,  for  the  House  of  Commons  to 
assume  the  law  to  be  such  as  the  right 
boa.  gentleman'!  ResolatioD  dedarei  it. 
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Bat,  supposing  the'  declaration  of  the 
law  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  Reso- 
lutiont  to  be  correct,  itul  bow  doea  it  bear 
out  his  assertions  aa  to  **  publiceatknation  ?'* 
Does  he  not  know  ;  it  it  not  notorious— > 
has  it  not  been  admitted  in  the  course  of 
this  debate,  that  in  one  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom  at  least,  in  Ireland,  so  far  ari^  bank 
notes  from  being  '*  equivalent  to  th^  legal 
coin  in  the  public  estimation,"  that  a  pre- 
mium ia  openly  given  for  guineas  ?  Does 
the  right  hon.  gent,  forget,  that  the  House 
of  Commons,  to  which  he  proposes  bis 
Resolution,  is  the  House  of  Commons  of 
Ireland,  as  well  as  of  Great  Britain  ?  And 
can  he  conceive  a  proceeding  more  likely 
to  bring  that  House  of  Commons  into  con- 
tempt with  the  people  of  Ireland,  than 
that,  with  the  perfect  knowledge  which 
we  have  that  they  are  every  day  ex« 
changing  bank  notes  against  guineas  at  % 
discount,  we  should  come  to  a  Resolution 
that,  not  in  our  estimation  but  in  theirs, 
bank  notes  and  guineas  are  equivalent  i 

When  Buonaparte,  not  long  ago,  was 
desirous  of  reconciling  the  nations  under 
his  dominion  to  the  privations  resulting 
from  the  jexclusion  of  all  colonial  pro- 
duce, he  published  an  edict,  which  com- 
menced in  something  like  the  following 
manner: — "  Whereas  sugar  made  from 
beet-root  or  the  maple-tree  is  ihfinitely 
preferable  to  that  of  the  sugar-cane... 
and  then  proceeded  to  denounce  penalties 
against  those  who  should  persist  in  the 
use  of  the  inferior  commodity.  The  de« 
nunciation  might  be  more  effectual  than 
the  right  hon.  gentleman's  Resolution: 
bat  the  preamble  did  not  go  near  so  far ; 
for  though  it  asserted  the  superiority  of 
the  maple  and  beet-root  sugar,  it  rested 
that  assertion  merely  on  the  authority  of 
the  state,  and  did  not  pretend  to  sanction 
it  by  "  public  estimation." 

When  Galileo  first  promulgated  the 
doctrine  that  the  earth  turned  round  the 
sun,  and  that  the  sun  remained  stationary 
in  the  centre  of  the  universe,  the  holy 
fathers  of  the  Inquisition  took  alarm  at  so 
daring  an  innovation,  and  forthwith  de* 
clared  the  first  of  these  propositions  to  be 
false  ;|nd  heretical,  and  the  other  to  be  er- 
roneous in  point  of  faith.  The  holy  of- 
fice *'  pledged  itself  to  believe^'— That  the 
earth  was  stationary  and  the  sun  moveable. 
This  pledge  bad  little  effect  in  cbangins 
the  natural  course  of  things  :  the  sun  and 
the  earth  continued,  in  spite  of  it,  to  pre^ 
serve  their  acctistomed  relations  to  each 
otheri  juit  aa  the  coia  and  the  bankitota 
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will  in  spite  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman'i 
Resolution. 

The  reverend  fatbersi  hideed>  bad  the 
adrantmge  of  being  enabled  to  call  in  tbe 
aid  of  the  secular  arm,  to  enforce  the  ac- 
ceptance of  their  doctrines.  I  confess,  I 
am  not  wholly  without  apprehension>  that 
some  of  the  zealous  advocates  for  the  right 
hon.  gentleman's  doctrine  may  have  it  in 
contemplation  to  employ  similar  means  of 
prosely  tism.  There  is  something  ominous 
in  that  mixture  of  law  and  opinion,  which 
pervades  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  vRe*- 
aolution.  The  business  of  law  is  with 
conduct ;  but  when  it  is  put  forward  to  in- 
fluence opinion,  pains  and  penalties  are 
seldom  far  behind,  I  like  but  little  the 
period  of  our  history,  to  which  my  hon. 
and  learned  friend  tbe  Attorney  General, 
was  obliged  to  go  back  to  find  a  pe^al  sta- 
tute for  settling  opinions  upon  the  value 
of  money  ;  that  statute  upon  which  the 
late  convictions  have  taken  place,  and 
Qpon  the  applicability  of  which  to  the 
present  times  tbe  judges  are  now  deliberat- 
ing. This  statute  was  passed  at  a  period 
when  our  coin  bad  been  debased,  in  the 
course  of  three  years,  considerably  up- 
wards of  200/.  per  cent. ;  and  when  the 
total  debasement,  as  compared  with  tbe 
original  standard,  was  not  less  than  355 
per  cent.  The  consequence  of  this  de- 
oasement,  as  stated  by  lord  Liverpool,  was, 
that  merchants  and  tradesmen  increased 
the  price  of  every  article  which  they 
bad  to  sell ;  to  counteract  this  effect,  go- 
▼ernment  tried  every  method  to  keep  up 
the  value  of  the  debased  coins :  prices 
were  set  on  all  the  necessary  articles  of 
consumption  ;  laws  were  passed  for  re- 
gulating the  manner  of  buying  and  sell- 
ing; the  law  against  regraters,  forestallers, 
and  engrossers,  since  repealed,  was  passed 
on  that  occasion.  Amongst  those  ad* 
mirable  and  judicious  efforts  of  wholesome 
and  enlightened  legislation,  was  eoacted 
the  law,  for  inflicting  penalties  on  those 
who  should  '*  exchange  any  coined  gold 
or  coined  silver  at  a  greater  value  than 
the  same  was  or  should  be  declared,  by  his 
Majesty's  proclamation,  to  be  current  for 
within  bis  dominions." 

Such  is  the  law  which,  according  to  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  secures  tbe 
equivalency  of  the  different  sorts  of  our 
currency— "Such  is  the  shelf  from  which 
that  law  has  boen  taken  down  and  brought 
into  use  on  tbe  present  auspicious  occa- 
sion :— a  law  passed  at  a  time  which  the 
late  lord  Liverpool  forcibly  desQribet  aa  a 
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'*  period  of  convulsion  in  our  monetary 
system,"  and  in  company  with  laws  which 
have  since  been  repealed  as  a  disgrace  to 
tbe  statute  book.  Faulty,  however,  as  our 
legislation  appears  to  have  been  at  the  pe- 
riod to  which  we  are  referring,  it  at  least 
did  not  fall  into  the  absurdity  of  declaring 
such  laws  to  be  the  opinions  of  the  peo- 
ple. .  If  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
IS  determined  to  force  opinions  to  conform- 
to  bis  law,  he  must  come  down  a  few  years 
later  in  our  history.  He  must  pass  from 
the  reign  of  Edward  the  6tb,  to  that  of 
queen  Mary,  to  find  the  most  approved 
method  of  applying  the  operation  of  law 
to  the  reformation  of  speculative  opinions. 

Even  in  times,  however,  of  such  igno-' 
ranee  and  such  licentious  theory  in  re- 
spect to  the  value  of  money,  there  were 
not  wanting  in  one  part  of  this  island* 
shrewder  spirits,  who  saw  the  errors  into 
which  tbe  English  government  were  run- 
ning, and  determined  to  guard  against 
their  effects  at  least  upon  themselves.  In 
the  year  1 529,  it  is  related,  in  a  note  to 
lord  Liverpool's  Treatise :  '  Gavin  Dun- 
bar, bishop  of  Aberdeen,  in  a  contract 
with  William  Sutherland,  of  Duffus,  sti- 
pulated  that,  *'  if  it  should  happen  that  the 
money  of  Scotland,  or  of  any  other  king- 
dom which  passes  in  Scotland,  be  raised 
to  a  higher  price  than  it  is  now  taken  in 
payment  for,  whereby  the  reverend  father, 
bis  heirs  or  assigns,  be  made  poorer  or  ia 
a  worse  condition,  he  the  said  William 
Sutherland  should  pay  to  the  possessors, 
(whoever  they  may  be),  of  the  annual 
rent  reserved  therein,  for  every  mark  of 
32  pennies,  one  ounce  of  pure  silver  of  a 
ceruin  fineness,  or  else  its  true  value  in 
tbe  usual  money  of  the  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land.'' This  contract  took  place  about 
twenty  years  before  the  sUtute  of  Edward 
0.  If  that  statute  shall  be  revived  and 
acted  upon,  and  if  the  doctrine  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  Resolutions  shall 
be  sanctioned  by  parliameqt,  it  requires 
no  great  stretch  of  apprehension  to  foresee 
that  men  will  ere  long  endeavour  to  guard 
themselves  against  the  effects  of  such  a 
system  by  resorting  to  contracts  of  %  si- 
milar nature. 

I  have  now  done  with  the  right  hon. 
genileman's  third  Resolution;  I  will  only 
again  say,  that  if  any  man  had  mentionea 
it  to  me  out  of  this  House,  as  a  proposi- 
tion which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  in* 
tended  to  offer  for  our  acceptance,  1  should 
have  utterly  disbelieved  him:  I  should- 
have  considered  inch  »  rumour  as  a  querf 
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device  on  the  part  of  bu  oppooento,  to 
place  in  the  ttrongett  light  imagiaable 
ihe  absordiiy  to  which,  if  puibcd  to  all 
their  consequences,  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man's argaments  were  capable  of  going. 

Pa8«iug  oTer  the  ctatistical  Eesolutiom 
from  the  fourth  to  the  fourteenth  inclu^ 
•ive,  I  come  now  to  the  fifteenlh,  which 
cootains  the  right  hon.  genticmaQ's-doc^ 
trine  of  Exchanges. 

This  Resolution  partakes,  in  a  very 
•trikiog  degree,  of  the  hu\u  which  I  had 
accasion  to  remark  upon  in  the  first  of  the 
aeries  to  which  it  iMlongs.  From  the 
▼ague  and  imperfect  manner  in  which  it 
is  expressed,  the  proposition  intended  lo 
be  ooRTeyed  by  it,  is  rather  insinuated 
than  affirmed.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
does  not  diattnctly  deny  that  the  state  of 
>ttr  currency  has  any  inflnence  on  tbe  lb- 
nign  techanges,  6r  on  the  price  of  bul- 
lion :  at  tbe  same  time«  he  cartainly  does 
not  admit  that  it  has  any  such  influence. 
He  onl^  asserts  that  there  ana  Mier  causes 
^  sufficient  to  account*  for  the  unfavour- 
able state  of  tbe  exchange,  and  the  high 
price  of  bullion,  without  any  change  m'' 
(what  he  calls)  <'  the  intemai  value  of  our 
currency." 

Now  it  cannot  escape  an  accurate  an 
iwderstanding  as  that  of  the  right  hon. 
gantlaman,  thai  this  mode  of  suting  his 
ar^menty  is  not  an  answer  lo  the  main 
pomts  in  dispute^  but  an  evasion  of  them* 
«— Tbe  BnlUon  Rep6rt  assarts,  that  oar 
paper  currency  is  depradaled,  and  that 
tbe  depreciation  of  our  currency  baa 
laiaed  the  price  of  goM,  and  turned  and 
kept  the  foreign  exchanges  against  us. 
The  right  hoinoorable  genueman  replies** 
iiot  by  denying  both  these  assertions;  but 
by  affirming,  with  respect  to  the  latter, 
that  the  imputed  conselquences  may  have 
been  produced  by  other  causes,  without 
the  existence  of  the  cause  specifically  as- 
signed for  them. 

We  know,  indeed,  from  the  preceding 
part  of  tbe  right  hon.  gentleman's  argo* 
ment,  that  he  does  deny  the  depreciation 
of  oar  currency— So  fiar  he  is  perfectly 
intelligible.  But,  as  to  the  second  pro- 
position, *'  that  the  depreciated  currency 
bat  occasioned  the  rise  in  the  price  of 
bullion  and  the  nn£avourab1eneas  of  the 
foreign  exchanges,"  are  wo  to  understand 
bim  as  saying,  that  a  depreciated  currency 
wouM  not  have  those  effects?  or  only, 
that  as  our  currency  is  not  depreciated, 
such  eOiects  cannot  in  this  instaaca  be  at^ 
iribattbla  to  that  causa  ? 


If  he  admits  that  such  would  lie  the  na* 
tural  effects  of  a  depreciated  currency, 
admitting  at  the  same  time  (as  be  does) 
that  such  effects  do  exist,  the  whole  of  his 
argument  is  destroyed  by  his  own  admis- 
sions. The  utmost  advantage  that  be 
could  then  derive  even  from  the  undis- 
puted admission  of  all  the  facts  enumerat- 
ed in  his  statistical  Resolutions— of  hia 
prices  of  stocks,  and  prices  of  com,  hia 
exports  and  imports,  and  revenue  and  ex» 
penditure-»>woold  be  to  show,  that  there 
are  other  causes  which  may  enter  for 
something  into  the  degree  of  the  rise  in 
the  price  of  bullion,  and  into  the  degree 
of  the  uniavourableness  of  the  exchai^ : 
«>Which  nobody  denies. 

But  to  acknowledge  the  tendency  of  a 
depreciated  currency  to  produce  certain 
efiects/i— to  acknowledge  these  eflfects  lo 
have  been  produced  to  an  extent,  and  to 
have  continued  for  a  length  of  time,  un- 
exampled in  the  history  of  tbe  country,^— 
and  then  to  expect  that  upon  the  mere 
dictum  of  the  right  honourable  ge ntleman, 
bis  adversaries  in  the  arguoMnt  shall  con- 
sent to  ascribe  those  effects  wholly  to 
other  causes,  of  which  they  deny  the  suffi- 
ciency, altogether  excluding  the  opera- 
tion or  that  one,  the  efficacy  of  which  he 
himself  admits,  is  to  reckon  upon  a  degree 
of  ductility  in  those  with  whom  he  argues, 
whidi  even  the  right  bonourible  gentle- 
nan's  authority  is  not  entitled  to  com- 
mand. 

On  the  other  hand,  does  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  contend,  that  the  depreciation 
of  our  currency,  even  if  it  existed,  would 
not  nSEsci  the  exchange }  To  argue  that 
it  would  not  affect  the  price  of  bullion  in 
that  currency^  is  certainly  more  than  be 
can  venture.  But  it  has  been  contended 
by  others  who  take  tbe  same  side  with 
him»  that  depreciation  "  of  intemai  value'' 
in  the  currency  of  a  country  has  no  ten- 
dency to  alter  the  foreign  exchange.  Is 
Ibis  the  right  honourable  gemwman's 
meaning  ? 

By  «« intemai  value,"  I  now  understand 
Ihe  right  hon.  gent,  to  signify  not  <*  in- 
trinsic valoe,"  as  I  was  at  first  inclined  to 
suppope,  but  value  in  intemai  or  dom^c 
currency,  as  opposed  to  value  abroad.  The 
proposition  then  of  those  who  push  the 
right  boo.  gentleman's  argument  to  its  ex* 
tent,  is,  that  the  currency  of  a  country 
may  be  depreciated  to  an  indefinite  de- 
gree, and  yet.  if  the  inhabitants  of  that 
country  continue,  no  matter  whether  vo- 
loniaruy  or  by  le^al  compulsion/  to  cc* 
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ceif  e  Ihat  d«|ir«ci«ted  corrency  »t  ili  Ml 
nomtnal  vaUai  Ibe  foreigner  baa  no  boti- 
new  witb  it,  and  the  foreign  excbange 
^oold  not  exbibit  any  symptom  of  being 
afibcted  by  it.  Tbe  very  definition  of  ex- 
cbange»  abont  wbicb  I  apprehend  ibarc  it 
so  diapata»  is  of  itself  sufficient  to  confute 
tiiia  doctrine.  The  par  of  excbange  be- 
tween any  two  coiwcriesy  being  an  equal 
quantity  oi  precions  metal  in  the  respec- 
tive currencies  of  tbose  coontries ;  bow  is 
It  possible,  tbat  if  by  any  process  the  cur- 
rency of  one  of  those  countries  shall  cease 
to  contain  or  to  represent  tbat  quantity  of 
precious  metal  which '  it  did  represent  or 
contain  when  tbe  par  of  exchanffe  with 
tbe  other  country  was  aaigned— the  cur- 
rency of  that  other  country  remaining  pre* 
cisely  the  same— 4here  should  not  take 
place  a  proportionate  variation  in  the  rate 
of  the  exchange  >  To  say  that  the  Ate  of 
excbanga  will  continue  unaltered,  when 
one  of  the  currencies  between  wbicb  the 
comparison  is  made  has  lost  part  of  its 
value,  is  to  say»  in  other  words,  tbat  an 
equation  ia  not  destroyed  by  m  change  in 
the  value  of  one  of  its  tcrms» 

We  should  be  sufficiently  alive  to  the 
fallacy  of  such  a  doctrine,  it  applied  to  tbe 
currency  of  other  countries.— In  the  edict 
lately  published  in  Austria*  which  baa  been 
referred  to  more  than  once  in  the  course  of 
these  debates ;  while  a  gradual  deprecia- 
tion, amounting  in  tbe  end  to  no  less  than 
400  per  cent,  is  acknowledged,  and.  tbe 
paper  directed  to  be  current  henceforth  at 
400  per  cent  below  iia  nominal  value ; 
sundry  escellent  fcaaons  are  given  why  in 
Austm»  in  tbe  particular  circumstances  of 
that  country,  this  depreciation  ought  to 
occasien  no  manner  oi  alarm-**and  espe- 
cially why  foreignersf  ought  not  lo  con* 
aider  it  as  vitiating  or  confounding  the 
transactions  of  exchange.  The  ibreign 
creditors  of  Austria,  however,  probablv 
entertain  a  very  different  opinion:  and  it 
is  a  curious  fact,  wbicb  has  been  vouched 
to  me  on  what  I  believe  to  be  unquestion- 
1^  anthority,  tbat  even  before  the  Aus- 
trian paper  money  was  depreciated  to  tbe 
present  extravagant  degree,  tbe  monied 
BMtt  on  tbe  ceminent  who  were  engaged 
in  loans  to  the  emperor,  were  in  the  habit 
of  stipukting  that  those  loansi  if  repaid 
any  where  else  than  at  Hamburgh  or  at 
Amsterdam,  Aould  be  repaid,  not  in  tbe 
currency  eJF  Austria,  or  of  any  other 
country,  pccording  to  its  denomination* 
but  in  specffic  quantities  of  gold  or  silveiv 
And  why  ikm  eaoeyiion  in  inonr  eC  Uaa^ 
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burgh  and  Amsterdam  ?  For  ar  reason 
which  at  once  explains  the  nature  of  tt^ 
change,  and  the  tree  prmcipies  of  value  in 
money,  namely,  that  at  the  Banks  of  Ham- 
burgh  and  Amsterdam,  all  pa3fments  aNi 
made,  not  in  reference  to  coins  of  any 
country  or  any  denomination,  but  by  tbe 
transfer  from  tbe  debtor  to  tbe  creditor  of 
a  specific  quantity  of  bullion. 

Can  we  really  flatter  ourselves,  then/ 
that  the  currency  of  tbis  kingdom  might 
be  depreciated  with  impunity  so  far  as  re* 
lates  to  transactions  with  foreign  coun* 
tries?  If  a  bill  upon  England  for  46<.  14«. 
6<L  would  heretofore  have  porchaseo,  en 
the  exchange  of  Hambargh  or  Amster* 
dam,  a  credit  on  those  banks  for  a  lb.  of 
gold  bullion,  and  if  a  lb.  of  gold  bullion 
cannot  now  be  purchased  in  England  for 
less  than  ^8/.  in  English  corrency— can 
we  imagine,  that  nevertheless^  the  bill 
upon  England  for  40/.  I4t.  6d.  will  still 
purchase  a  lb«  of  gold  at  Hamburgh  or 
Amsterdam  ?  Yet  tins  is,  in  fact,  the  pro« 
position  of  those  who  contend  that  an  alter- 
ation in  the  value  of  the. internal  currency 
of  a  country  does  not  proportionably  aflect 
the  foreign  exchange. 

Bnt  wttikt  this  is  the  argument  of  many 
who  have  taken  part  in  the  debate-*- whilst 
it  is  covertly,  though  not  avowedly,  the 
argument  of  the  rl^ht  hon.  gentleman'a 
15th  lleselution>«»it  is  not  the  argument  of 
my  right  hon.  friend  tbe  Chancellor  of 
tbo  Excfaeouer,  who  has  admitted  the  iiK 
fluence  of  the  internal  currency  of  a  coun^ 
try  upon  its  foreign  exchanges,  by  admit* 
ting  Aat  a  diminution  in  the  quantity  of 
our  paper  would  tend  to  turn  the  ex- 
changes in  our  fovoor.  Does  the  ri^ht 
hon.  gent,  agree  in  this  admission,  or  diAr 
from  it  ?  If  he  difiers,  I  refer  him  for  eon* 
victkm  to  my  right  hon.  friend:  if  he 
agrees,  there  is  no  escape  from  the  con^ 
elusion  to  which  this  admission  leads-^ 
tbat  the  unfovourablencss  of  tbe  exchange, 
which  would  be  in  part  at  leust  cured  by  a 
diminution  in  tbe  amount,  and  eon&eqaeni 
rise  in  the  value,  of  our  paper  currency,  is 
in  part,  at  least,  occasioned  by  the  excesa 
and  consequent  depreciation  of  it. 

What  then  becomes  of  the  assertion^in 
the  right  hon.  gentleman's  I5th  Resolo^ 
tion,  whichever  sense  we  aMii^n  lo  it  ?  If 
it  ia  owant  to  deny  the  eomiexion  of  in« 
taroal  currency  wiili^  foreign  excbangei 
can  the  House  consent  to  adopt  a  v<ite  sa 
dtreetly  atvarianoe  wnh  die  fact  ?*^if,  ad-^ 
milting  that  osnncxion,  it  is  meant  only  \& 
4any  tu  eftcK.new«*wiiy»  1  should  be  gl«4^ 
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to  know,  is  the  present  time  to  aflbrd  an 
JDxception  to  an  unWersal  role?  What 'is 
there  now  to  suspend  the  operation  of 
principles,  nOt  dependent  upon  circum- 
stances, but  inherent  in  the  nature  of 
things?  There  is  a  great  stagnation  of 
commerce,  it  is  true :  but  that  stagnation 
of  commerce  is  not  peculiar  to  this  coun- 
try. The  continent  shares  largely  in  all 
the  distress  which  the  decrees  of  the  tyrant 
of  the  continent  produce  ;  and  yet  it  is  in 
comparison  with  the  continent  that  the 
exchanges  are  in  our  disfavour.  True,  we 
are  carrying  on  an  expensive  and  extended 
war :  but  the  exchanges  have  been  per- 
n\aQently  against  us  in  peace  as  well  as  in 
war,  wheh  the  same  cause,  a  dept^ciated 
currency,  has  operated  to  produce  that  ef- 
fect. In  1696,  a,  period  of  war,  the  dete- 
rioration of  our  silver,  then  our  standard 
Goin^^-in  1773,  a  time  of  peace,  the  dete- 
riorattmi  of  t)ur  gold  coin*— were  indicated 
•like  by  the  long-continued  unfavourable- 
ness  of  the  foreign  exchanges.  In  both 
instances  the'  reformation  of  the  coin  re- 
medied the  evil.  Wbat  the  deterioration 
pf  coin  occasioned  in  those  instances,  the 
depreciation  of  paper  has  occasioned  now. 
The  coin  bad  then  ceased  to  contain,  as  the 
paper  has  now  ceased  to  represent,  the 

Soantity  of  precious  metal  implied  by  its 
enoAiitiation.  Foreign  countries  esti- 
mated the  colli  ttien^s  they  do  the  papef 
now,  not  by  what  it  was  called,  but  by 
what  it  woald  exchange  for  in  tlKisti  com- 
modit'iesi— -gold  and  8iiver,-^whi'di  are,  by 
the  celMnt  and  practice  of  mankind,  the 
t;oromon  measures  of  all  marketable  value. 
However  gentlemen  may  endeavour  to 
disgtiise  «nd  perplex  this  simple  view  of 
the  question,  it  is,  after  all,  that  by  which 
It  must  be  decided.  If  this  be  not  the  test, 
there  is  no  other.  If  gold  and  silver  haVe 
ceased  to  be  the  common  measilres  of  the 
valoc  xX  other  commodities,  and  weight 
and  6neness  combined  have  ceased  to  be 
the  standard  of  value  in  gold  and  silver, 
th^re  is  no  more  to  be  said :  but  in  that 
case,  instead  of  these  Resolutions,  let  the 
right  hon.  gent,  come  forward  boldly  at 
once  with  an'  assertion,  not  merely  that 

taper  is  equivalent  to  the  precious  metals, 
ut  that  it  has  altcMtfaer  superseded  them. 
If  on  the  other  hand  the  same  standard 
of  value  remains,  let  not  the  right  hon. 
gent,  attempt  to  dnnr  a  veil  over  it.  In 
all  our  departures  from  it,  let  us  fairly 
nwn  that  we  are  departing  from  it,— 4>y 
necessity  if  you  please;  but  with  a  reio« 
'liitioii  of  ^emimng  to  it  again.    Let  ui 


not,  like  men  who,  when  hurried  down  a 
rapid  stream,  fancy  that  the  shores  are 
flying  from  them—- 

**  temeque  urbeique  recedunt," 
let  us  not  ton^eive  that,  by  some  strange 
revolution  iii  ^,he  physical  world,  the  pre- 
cious metals  are  retreating  beyond  our 
reach  ;  when  it  is  in  (act  only  by  a  rapid 
depreciation  that  our  currency  is  leaving 
them  behind.  Neither  let  us  suppose  that 
we  have  already  gone  down  so  far,  that  to 
re-ascend  the  stream  is  impossible — that, 

*■  Should  we  wade  no  more. 
Returning  were  as  tedious  ai  %o  o'er." 

A  very  little  firmness,  a  very  little  sacri- 
fice, might  at  present  enable  us  to  retrace 
our  course.  The  half  of  the  ingenuity 
which  is  employed  in  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman's Resolutions  to  gloss  over  our 
situation,  might  suffice  to  find  a  remedy 
for  it. 

It  is  asked — ^shall  we  attempt  this  in 
time  of  war?  Can  we  attempt  it  without 
abandoning  our  present  military  system, 
with  all  its  hopes,  and  all  its  glories?— 
Undoubtedly,  I  think,  we  can.  I  never 
can  believe,  of  this  mighty  empire,  that  it 
haanot  sufficient  energy  m  itself  at, once 
to  right  whatever  may  be  amiss  in  its  own 
internal  situation,  and  to  maintain  its  ac- 
customed place-  and  movement  in  the 
system  of  the  world. 

But,  it  is  said,  we  are  only  going  on  in 
the  course  in  which  greater  authorities 
have  led  the  way ;  Mn  Pitt  had  made 
op  his  mind  to  this  depreciation  of  our 
currency.  *  He  contrived  it,'  says  one 
hon.  gent.  '  He  could  not  avoia  fore- 
seeing it,'  says  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Chancellor  of^the  Exchequer. 

First,  the  inconveniencies  which  now 
result  from  that  depreciation,  and  which 
constitute  the  proof  t>f  it,  were  not  felt  in 
Mr.  Pitt's  time.  Neither  could  they  pos« 
sibly  be  foreseen  by  Mr.  Pitt,  if  they  in 
fact  arise  only  from  the  causes  to  wnich 
my  right  hon.  friend  and  the  tight  hon. 

gent.'s  fifteenth  Resolution  ascribe  them : 
Ir.  Pitt  certainly  could  not  foresee  the 
Berlin «nd  Milan  decrees.  The  war,  in<- 
deed,  raged  in  his  life«time  with  not  lesa 
violence  than  since :  but  yet  in  the  very 
hottest  and  most  disastrous  part  of  the 
war,  at  the  moment  of  the  greatest  public 
alarm  and  calamity,  the  exchanges  were 
in  our  favour :  and  the  price  of  gold  did 
not  materially  rise.  He  therefore  did  not 
witness  any  of  those  symptoms,  which 
have  awakened  anxiety  and  led  lo  invea* 
tigation  on  the  preient  occasion. 


ilfr.  Vanaiitart^s  Resolutions, 


Hi] 

Farther  we  have  the  testimony  of  my 
hon.  friend  opposite  to  me  (Mr.  Wtlber- 
force),  that  in  the  year  1  SO/,  when  the 
probable  tendency  of  unredeemable  Bank 
paper  to  excessite  issue  and  consequent 
depreciation  became  a  subject  of  alarm 
to  some  men  of  great  ability  in  financial 
matter:!— we  liave,  I  say,  that  most  satis- 
factory testimony,  that  Mr.  Pitt  at  that 
time  professed  his  entire  agreement  in 
the  principles  laid  down  in  a  very  able 
publicatbn  of  the  hon.  gent,  who  pre- 
ceded me  in  this  night's  debate,  which  I 
presume  every  man  who  has  attended  to 
this  question  has  read.  And  what  are 
those  principles  ?-*-Why»  these— 

'  It  is  the  maintainance  of  our  general 
exchanges,'  says  (Mr.  Thornton),  "  or  in 
other  words,  it  is  the  agreement  of  the 
Mint  price  with  the  bullicm  price  of  gold, 
which  seems  to  be  the  true  proof  that  the 
circulating  paper  rs  not  depreciated." 

If  these  are  the  principles  which  Mr. 
Pitt  sanctioned,  whsft  pretence  ik  there 
for  saying  that  he  foresaw  the  present 
state  of  thingn  ?  or  that,  if  he  had  lived 
to  see  it;  he  would  now  have  asserted  our 
circulating  paper  to  be  in  an  undepre* 
ciated  state  ?  Are  our  '*  general  ex* 
changes"  no^  *'  maintained  ?"  *'  Does 
the  bullion  price  ef  gold"  now  *' agree 
with  the  Mint  price  V*  Are  not«  on  the 
contrary,  the  unfavourable  exchanges, 
and  high  price  of  bullion,  the  Very  parw 
ticnlars  which  are  cited  as  affording  the 
most  irrefragable  proof  of  a  depredation  f 
If  the  absence  of  tbese  criteria  at  that  time 
was  conclusive  one  way,  most  not  the 
presence  of  them  be  now  admitted  to  be 
conclusive  the  other?  If  Mr.  Pitt  was 
then  satisfied  that  all  was  right  because 
these  symptoms  had  not  appeared,  is  it 
fair  to  infer,  that  he  would  have^been 
equally  satisfied  now,  when  they  are  seen 
in  so  aggravated  a  degree?  Is  not  the 
lair  inference  directly  the  contrary  ? 

Nor  is  it  an  onimporlant  evidence  of  Mr. 
Pitt's  general  view  of  this  subject,  that  the 
letter  of  lord  Liverpool  to  the  King  was  the 
result  of  an  investigation  commenced  in 
Mr.  Pitt's  first  administration  in  1798, 
and  condloded  in  the  year  ]805r  when  he 
was  again  minister  of  the  country.  In 
that  letter  not  only  are  all  the  principles 
of  onr  money  system  distinctly  and  ably 
expounded,  aecording  to  the  authority 
and  the  practice  of  the  best  times;  but 
^ith  respect  to  the  system  of  our  paper 
^nrreocyy  the  danger  of  its  being  carried 
^o  excess,  and  the  necefsity  of  a  parlia- 
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mentary  revision  of  it,  are  stated  in  a 
manner  which  shows  with  how  much  at^ 
tention>  in  the  opinion  of  the  government 
of  those  days,  that  system  required  to  be 
watched. 

But  if  Mr.  Pitt  had  happily  been  still 
alive,  what  remedy  would  be  have  ap- 
plied to  this  evil  ?  Far  be  it  from  me  to 
presume  on  this  or  on  any  other  occasion 
to  usurp  the  authority  of  his  name,  or  to 
employ  it  for  any  purpose,  which  is  not 
warranted  by  his  recorded  opinions.  But 
that  he  would  have  applied  some  remedy, 
—that  he  would  not  have  been  contented 
to  let  the  evil  take  its  course,  if  there  were 
in  human  wisdom  the  means  of  checking 
it; — that  he  would  not  have  sought  to 
reconcile  delusion  with  credit  ;«-and  to 
palliate  a  departure  from  principles  by 
a  denial  of  the  principles  themselves :— « 
every  man  who  remembers  his  cha- 
racteristic firmness,  who  recollects  the 
difficulties  which  he  had  to  combat,  and 
the  manner  in  which  he  combated  and 
overcame  them,  will,  I  think,  be  ready  to 
acknowledge. 

If  I  am  asked  what  remedy  I  would  my* 
self  apply,  I  again  say,  as  I  have  said  be- 
fore, that  it  must  rest  with  the  executive 
government  to  propose,  as  they  alone  can 
advantageously  carry  into  effect,  any 
measure  of  practical  benefit.  But  I  have 
no  difficulty  in  offering  one  suggestionf 
which  bar  indeed  been  in  some  degree 
anticipated  in  the  course  of  these  debates. 
The  Bank  proprietors  have  made  great 
and  unusual  gains  under  the  operation  of 
the  Bank  restriction.  I  say  this  without 
the  smallest  intention  of  laying  blame 
upon  the  Bank,  or  of  exciting  any  invi^ 
dious  feeling  towards  them.  The  directors 
of  that  institution,  I  again  repeat,  have» 
so  far  as  I  can  judge,  acted  for  the  best 
in  the  discharge  of  a  new  and  mo^t  diffi« 
cult  duty.  But  the  fact  I  believe  will 
not  be  disputed,  threat  gains  have  beea 
made  in  consequence  of  the  Bank  restric- 
tion. The  issues  of  Bank  paper,  whether 
too  large  or  not  in  another  view,  have  un* 
deniably  been  much  larger  than  they 
could  have  been,  had  the  obligation  to 
pay  in  cash  upon  demand  continued,  or 
been  renewed.— These  gains  certainly 
formed  no  part  of  the  inducement  to  lay 
on  or  to  renew  the  Bank  restriction.  They 
form  no  ground  to  continue  it.  But  it  is 
obviooSfi— it  is  in  the  principles  of  human 
natare«^hat  they  must  form  a  tempta- 
tion to  the  Bank  proprietors  to  wish  for 
its  continuance.    It  is  obvious  abo,  that  if 
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the  issues  are  inordiDately  extended,  the 
difiicoUy  of  resuming  cash  payments  must 
be  proponrtionably  augmented.  And  it  h 
still  more  obvious,  tbat  whether  those  mo* 
lives  and  those  causes  do  in  fact  so 
operate  or  no,  from  the  natural  invidious- 
ness  attendant  on  great  gains,  the  world 
in  general  will  b^  apt  to  suspect  and  im- 
pute their  operation. 

Now  the  public  has  no  right  to  complain 
'that  the  Bank  Uestriction,  though  not  laid 
or  continued  in  contemplation  of  advan* 
tase  to  the  Bank  proprietors,  has  inciden- 
tally been  productive  of  such  advantage : 
but  they  have  a  ri^ht  to  expect  that  no 
impediment  shall  on  tbat  ground  be  thrown 
in  the  way  of  the  removal  of  the  Restric- 
tion. A  continued  increase  of  profit,  and 
a. continued  raising  of  the  dividends  to  the 
Bank  proprietors,  if  it  had  not  that  efiect, 
would  have  that  appearance.  The  divi* 
dend  is  now,  I  believe,  JO  per  cent.  There 
surely  it  might  stop.  All  surplus  profit 
beyond  that  amount,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  ihtf  Uestriction,  might  be  strictly 
appropriated  as  a  fond  for  the  purchase  of 
bullion,  at  whatever  price. 

It  is  not  in  my  contemplation  tbat  the 
public  (as  has  been  suggested  in  several 

Suarters  since  this  question  has  been  in 
iscussion)  should  enter  into  any  share  of 
the  extraordinary  profits,  or  qieddie  in 
any  degree  in  the  management  of  the 
Bank.  No  such  thin^.  Let  those  extra* 
ordinary  profits  remam  in  full,  undisputed 
and  unenvied  property  to  the  Bank.  But  as 
they  are  created  by  the  sospensiooof  cash 
payments,  let  the  public  have  the  assu* 
ranee  that  \hey  are  so  employed  by  the 
Bank,  as  to  enavre  their  ability  to  reeome 
those  payments,  without  convulsion  or  dis- 
tress, at  the  period  which  the  legislature 
has  fixed  for  the  resumption  of  them. 

This,  I  think,  is  a  suggestion,  the  adop- 
tion of  which  would  be  no  less  creditable 
to  the  Bank  than  satisfactory  to  the  public. 

For  this  or  any  other  measure  calcu- 
lated to  remedy  the  evils  acknowledged 
to  exist,  we  can,  after  the  decision  to 
which  this  House  has  already  come,  rely 
only  on  the  efiect  which  may  be  produc- 
ed by  our  discussiona  upon  the  advised 
discretion -of  the  Bank,  and  upon  the  awa- 
kened attention  of  the  public* 

But  at  least,  if  we  will  do  no  good,  let 
US,  in  the  name  of  comoMO  sense,  not  do 
any  harm.  If  we  will  not  set  right  the 
course  of  the  vessel,  let  us  at  least  not  de- 
atroy  the  chart  and  oompau  by  which  it 
may  steer. 

let  tts  leave  the  evil,  if  it  must  be  so. 


to  the  chance  of  a  gradual  and  iioisele» 
correction.  But  let  us  not  resolve  as  law, 
what  is  an  incorrect  and  imperfect  expo- 
sition of  the  law.  Let  us  not  resolve  as 
fact,  what  is  contradictory  to  universal 
experience.  Let  us  not  expose  ourselves 
to  ridicule  by  resolving  as  the  opinions  of 
the  people,  opiniona  which  the  people  do 
nut,  and  which  it  is  impossible  they  should, 
entertain.  This  is  not  the  way  to  settle 
the  public  feeling,  and  to  set  the  subject 
at  rest.  It  is  the  way  to  ensure  renewed 
and  interminable  discussions.  That  we 
may  at  least  not  incur  this  unnecessary 
mischief,  by  adopting  the  Resolutions  now 
before  us,  I  move.  Sir,  that  you  do  now 
leave  the  chair. 

The  ChanceUar  qf  the  Exckeqver  regret- 
ted, that  he  was  again  under  the  necessity 
of  trespassing  upon  the  time  of  the  Com* 
mittee  upon  this  subject,  but  there  were 
some  points  in  the  speech  of  his  .right 
hon.  friend  which  he  could  not  avoid  no- 
ticing. His  right  hon.  fri^d  seemed  to 
think  that  he  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer) ought  to  retract  the  admission 
he  had  made  on  a  former  night,  namely, 
that  the  diminution  of  the  quantity  of 
paper  might  diminish  the  balance  of  ex- 
change against  os.  because  it  made  against 
his  general  argument.  The  admission 
which  he  had  made,  however,  he  was  not 
disposed  to  retract,  because  it  did  not  ap* 
pear  to  him  to  clash  in  the  slightest  degree 
with  the  principles  which  he  maintained. 
The  diminntion  of  paper  in  circulation 
woukl  make  a  favourable  alteration  in  the 
exchange,  but  then  it  would  be  necessary 
todiscontUuie  the  exertioot  we  were  mab- 
in^  abroad, and  to  abandon  our  allies:  but 
this  would  not  be  the  only  incoUTenience 
which  would  result,  because  the  same 
operation  would  affect  our  commerce,  our 
agriculture,  and  all  those  sources  of  wealth 
by  which  we  had  been  so  long  able  te 
maintain  this  coolest.  It  appeared  to  him* 
therefore,  that  the  question  for  the  Com- 
mittee to  decide  was,  whether  it  would  be 
a  wise  policy  to  discontinue  those  exer- 
tions which  we  were  UMking  upon  the 
Cobtineni,  and  injure  our  agriculture  and 
commerce,  which  we  must  do  if  we  dimi* 
nished  the  quantity  of  paper  ia  circnlalioift 
for  the  perpose  of  making  an  akevation  io 
the  coarse  of  exchange.— He  would  not 
repeat  all  the  argumenta  which  he  had 
before  used,  to  shew  that  what  gentleroeii 
termed  the  depredation  ef  paper,  did  not 
arise  from  an  over-issue  of  it,  tint  firon 
Qtbfr  cauaoft;  biit.howu»ouavi|iead  thofe^ 
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the  more  gentlemen  inTestigated  the  sab* 
ject,  the  more  they  would  be  convinced  of 
that  feet.  It  had  been  asked,  whether  it 
was  prudent  and  safe  to  continae  the  pre- 
aent  sjrttem,  and  to  safifer  gold  to  go  out  of 
the  country  }  In  answer  to  this  question, 
be  begged,  in  the  first  place,  to  obserre, 
that  we  sent  gold  abroad  for  articles  that 
were  necessary,  not  because  we  preferred 
aendinff  gold,  but  because,  in  the  preient 
etate  of  the  world,  we  could  send  nothing 
else.  Most  undoubtedly  It  would  be  more 
for  our  interest  to  purchase  what  we  want- 
ed abroad  with  other  articles,  rather  than 
gold,  and  those  with  whom  we  were  deal- 
ing would  prefer  those  articles  to  gold; 
but  in  the  present  unprecedented  statS  of 
things,  we  had  no  altematiYc.  But  with 
respect  to  the  question  which  bad  been  pro- 
posed, he  could  only  say,  that  those  who 
thought  as  he  did,  that  our  military  ope- 
rations, which  we  were  carrying  on 
abroad,  were  more  important  and  more 
beneficial  to  the  country  than  the  reten- 
tion of  its  gold ;  those  who  thought  it,  as 
he  did,  more  important  that  com  should 
be  imporud,  and  that  the  people  should 
not  starre,  than  that  we  should  keep  our 
^old,  which  we  could  not  eat,  would  find 
very  little  difficulty  in  answering,  that  it 
was  better,  infinitely  better,  to  persevere 
in  our  present  course,  than  to  mcur  the 
inoTitable  consequences  of  the  measures 
recommended  by  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  •i(le.-*It  had  been  laid  down  as  a 
principle,  that  if  there  were  two  species 
of  currency  in  a  country,  and  that  the  one 
eras  depreciated,  the  one  that  was  depre- 
ciated would  soon  drire  the  other  outj  but 
faoweifer  plausible  that  proposition  appeaj- 
ed  in  theory,  it  was  not  true  in  fact.  At 
the  period  which  had  been  so  often  allud- 
ed to,  when  our  silver  was  so  very  much 
depreciated,  how  did  it  happen  that  we 
retained  our  gold  ?  If  the  principle  laid 
down  was  correct,  our  gold  must  have  all 
disappeared.  It  had  been  said  that  the 
exchange  could  never  fairly  be  more 
against  a '  country  than  the  sum  that  it 
would  cost  to  transport  goods  to  the  coun- 
try with  which  it  wa«  dealing.  This  pro- 
positioni  'in  the  ordinary  state  of  the 
world,  and  when  commerce  was  uninter- 
rupted, might  be  true ;  but  was  it  pos- 
sible to  apply  general  principles,  made 
for  ordinary  occaaions,  to  such  times  as 
the  present  ?  If  bullion  was  to  be  found 
in  a  particular  part  of  the  worlds  and  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  that  we  should 
obtain  it«  irbyv  ire  must  of  course  pay 


what  mieht  be  called  UAirions  interest  for 
it.  With  respect  to  corn,  it  was  the  same 
if  France  had  com  and  we  wanted  it,  and 
France  would  not  permit  us  to  purchase  it 
with  any  other  article  but  bullion :  was  it 
not  obvious  that  the  bullion  must  be  sent, 
and  the  price  paid,  however  exorbitant  f 
Suppose  com  could  be  importeil  for  40  per 
cent,  profit,  and  a  man  was  obliged  to  give 
SO  per  cent,  for  gold,  would  he  not  natu- 
rally buy  the  gold  at  that  price,  because 
he  would  gain  ten  per  cent,  by  the  tran^ 
action.  The  same  argument  applied  to 
the  case  of  the  army  in  Portugal.  If  the 
commissary,  acting  tmder  the  orders  dT 
the  commander  in  chief,  found  that  there 
was  a  deficiency  of  money,  and  yet  knew 
that  it  could  be  procured  in  the  country, 
Was  it  to  be  supposed  that  he  would  not, 
in  order  to  procure  it,  pay  a  greater  pre- 
mium for  it  than  the  transit  of  the  sum 
wanted  would  cost  from  England  to  Por- 
tugal? undoubtedly  he  would.  It  was 
therefore  absurd  to  apply  general  princi* 
pies,  applicable  only  to  commerce  in  ita 
ordinary  state,  to  the  unprecedented  situ- 
ation of  afiairs  at  present.  He  wished 
particularly  to  press  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject  upon  hTs  right  hon.  friend  f  Mr.  Can* 
ning)  and  begged  him  to  consider  what 
must  be  the  consequence  if  in  such  a  state 
of  afiairs  our  internal  circulation  was  stop- 
ped ;  'What  must  be  the  inevitable  effect 
upon  our  trade,  manufactures,  agriculture, 
and  all  the  sources  of  our  internal  wealth. 
Would  his  ri^t  hon.  firiend,  thinking  as 
he  did  of  the  importance  of  our  ezertiont. 
in  Portugal,  discontinue  those  ezertioos* 
imless  gold  could  be  procured  in  PMogal 
at  no  greater  premium  than  what  it  would 
cost  to  send  it  from  this  country  to  Fottu- 
gal  ?  Those  indeed,  who  disapproved  of 
the  efibrts  that  we  were  makwg  abtoai), 
and  thought  that  peace  ought  to  be  ob- 
tained at  any  price,  might  not  concur  with 
him  in  his  argument;  but  knowing  the 
opinion  entertained  by  bis  right  hon. 
friend,  of  the  importance  of  our  foreign 
exertions,  he  was  really  unable  to  account 
for  the  sentiments  he  had  delivered  upoa 
this  question.  He  entreated  his  right  hen. 
friend  to  consider  what  must  have  been 
the  consequence  if  the  original  proposittoQ 
had  been  agreed  to.  His  right  hon.  friend 
had  not,  indeed,  concnrred  in  the  opinion 
that  the  Bank  ought  to  .be  compelled  to 
resume  its  cash  payments  in  two  yean, 
though,  in  point  of  consistency,  he  onght 
to  have  adopted  that  part  of  the  Resolu- 
tion, upon  the  same  priaciple  that  be 
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adopted  the  others.    His  right  hon.  friend, 
however,  seemed  delighted  when  the  Re- 
solution for  compelling' the  Bank  to  re- 
sume its  cash  payments  was  negatived  ; 
he  seemed  to  have  got  rid  of  a  burthen 
whicK  had  encumbered  him ;  and  it  was 
natural  that  he  should  ;   because  however 
he  might  be  misled  by  the  general  abstract 
principles,  which  were  not  applicabU  to 
times  like  the  present,  it  was  impossible 
that  he  could  shut  his  eyes  to  the  fatal 
consequences  that  must  have  resulted  from 
the   adoption  of  such  a  measure, — ^The 
right  hon.  gentleman  then  adverted  to  the 
subject  of  exchange,  and  siid,  that  the 
exchange  between  this  country  and  Ma- 
dras and  Calcutta  was  in  our  favour,  ai^] 
had   been  for  a  long    time    improving. 
Now,  if  the  principle  of  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  was  a  correct  one,  it  would 
apply  generally.     If  it  was  true,  that  the 
excess  of  our  paper  currency  had  turned 
the  balance  of  exchange  against  us,  why 
did  not  that  excess  produce  the  same  effect 
at  Calcutta,  as  it  was  contended  it  had 
done  at   Hamburgh.      The '  answer  was 
plain;    the  exchange  with  Calcutta  was 
in  our  favour,  because  Buonapjirte's  re- 
itrictions    could  not  there    impede    our 
trade ;  and  the  result  would  be  the  same 
wherever  commerce  was  unshackled.     It 
was  therefore  obvious,  that  the  unfavour- 
able course  of  exchange  arose  from  the 
impediments  which  Buonaparte  had  thrown 
in  the  way  of  trade,  and  not  from  an  over 
issue  of  Bank  paper,  as  had  been  contend- 
ed by  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side.— • 
He  begged  here  to  repeat  an  observation 
which  he  had  made  on  a  former  night,  be- 
cause gentlemen  hadpersisted  in  the  same 
line  of  argument.    They  had,  in  order  to 
prove  that  paper  was  depreciated,  com- 
pared it  with  bullion,  instead  of  compar- 
ing it  with  coin.     It  was  obvious,  that 
there  was  a  difference  in  value  between 
gold  in  coin  and  gold  in  bullion,  because 
the  latter   could   be  exported,  and   the 
former  legally  could  not.     The  bullion 
for  that  purpose,  was  of  course  more  va- 
Inable.     It  was  not  therefore  fair  to  com- 
pare paper  with  bullion ;    but  compared 
with  com,  he  contended  it  was  not  in  any 
degree  depreciated.    As  to  the  security  of 
Bank  notes,  he  -should  contend  that,  when 
the  Exchequer  received  in  payment  every 
quarter  almost  as  many  Bank  notes   as 
were  in  currency,  that  this  alone  aflbrded 
a  very  considerable    security,   and  was 
likely  to  preserve   their  value,  and  their 
credit  in  circulation.    The  simple  propo* 
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sition  was,  that  notes  were  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  as  good  as  cash  for  internal 
payments.  So  he  apprehended  it  %vas,  in 
spite  of  some  extraordinary  cases,  and  so 
he  apprehended  it  would  be.  There  had 
been  only  one  case  where  coin  had  been 
demanded  by  a  creditor,  and  pronounced 
to  be  the  onlj^  legal  tender ;  and  did  not 
this  prove,  that  in  the  common  transactions 
of  life.  Bank  notes  were  held  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  equivalent  to  coin  ?— -Upon 
the  whole,  the  present  times  were  totally 
different  from  all  former  precedent,  both 
in  respect  of  our  foreign  expenditure,  and 
the  state  of  commerce.  If  the  mound 
erected  by  the  enemy  against  our  conti- 
nental trade  wer^  once  removed,  this 
country  was  full  of  all  those  commodities 
which  would  speedily  restore  t,he  ex- 
changes. Undoubtedly,  the  expenditure 
of  a  war  of  20  years  bad  greatly  increased 
the  circulating  medium,  the  value  of  which 
was  of  course  diminished  in  the  same  way 
as  would  be  effected  by  a  great  influx  of 
the  precious  metals.  But  this  operation 
had  taken  place  gradually,  and  therefore, 
so  far,  injustice  to  creditors  bad  neither 
been  intended  nor  produced.  With  tbese 
views,  he  had  no  difficulty  in  concurring 
with  the  Resolutions  of  his  right  hon. 
friend. 

Mr.  ilforris  opposed  the  Resolutions. 

Mr  Tiemey  begged  to  know  whether  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  £xche<joer  to  have  the 
Report  brought  up  immediatelyi  as  he  had 
an  Amendment  to  propose  } 

The  ChanceUar  <f  the  Exchequer  said^  he 
would  prefer  bringing  it  up  to  morrow. 

Mr.  Tiemey  then  gave  notice,  that  he 
would  move  an  Amendment  to  the  6rst 
Resolution,  if  that  of  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Canning)  was  rejected,  the  object  of  which 
would  be  to  do  away  all  the  Resolutions. 

Tho  House  then  divided  on  Mr.  Can* 
ning's  Amendment,  when  thera  appeared 

^r  the  Amendment .42 

Against  it 82 

Majority  against  it -^40 

Mr.  Vansittart's  Resolutions  were  then 
agreed  to  pro  forma^  with  an  nnderstand- 
ing  that  they  should  be  discussed  upon  the 
Report,' and  at  three  o'clock  on  Tuesday 
morning  the  Hoase  adjourned. 
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Board  op  Contkoul  Salahibs  Bat.] 
Mr,  A.  Dundat  rosci  agreeably  to  fioiice« 
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to  vrre  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  coo-» 
n«cc^  witb  the  Salaries  of  the  Board  of 
CoQiroul  and  other  Officers  and  Clerks  in 
this  department  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pnDji'&a&ii^  From  the  papers  already 
before  the  House,  (hey  would  see  that  the 
aum  appointed  for  tho  salaries  of  the  Com* 
WinioAeriof  the  Board  of  Controal,  at  the 
original  eftabliahmant  of  that  Board  was 
SJiOOl,  a  year,  and  the  sum  for  the  salaries 
of  ibe  clerks  was  limited  to  ]  1,000/.  a  year. 
If  thnee  sums  were  esteemed  no  more  than 
admuiale  compensations  in  1703|  theHQusei 
would,  readily  belicTe  that  they  were  by 
BO  nnsaos  ade«|oate  at  the  present  period. 
The  J  l^OOQi.  to  the  clerks  was  at  first 
more  than  sufficient,  and  a  balance  arising 
on  tbia  head  had  accumulated  for  some 
yearn.  Thia  sum  so  accumulated,  how- 
ever, spas  exbau«ted,  and  unless  an  aug- 
mfnutioo  was  immediately  given,  the 
Dwibgr  of  clerks  now  employed  must  be 
reduned.  This  waa  a  tiling  by  no  means 
de^iiablof  end  he  intended  to  propose  an 
in«rea«i  of  l«40PI«  or  l,5Q0L  a  year  on 
thia  bead,  vbicb,  with  the  sum  formerly 
allowed  to  accuBmlate»'Would  amount  t^ 
abqu^  Hj^yQOl,  a  year.  There  was  one  in* 
croi^io  whitfh  h^fWiib  reluctance,  called 
tb^  MffHiotk  of  the  Hou^j  beiog  a  pro- 
po:<ed  increase  to  the  salary  of  the  office 
wbfdb  b0  hims^f  beld«  u  was  for  the 
House  to  dettrmio9^  on  this  point.  H^ 
should  nothafe  brought  it  before  them, 
had  be  not  been  compelled  to  bring  for* 
ward  the  elaima  of  others  which  were  far 
more  urgent  than  this  claim  of  increase  to 
the  salary  of  the  President  of  the  Board 
was.  There  was  another  thing  to  which 
he  meant  this  Bill  to  extend,  namely,  to 
allow  the  company,  with  the  advice  of 
the  Board  of  Contrpul,  the  power  of  re- 
placing officers  who  might  be  dismissed  by 
sentence  of  court  maitial,  there  being  a 
do^bt  whether  the  prohibition  at  prrsent 
in  for«e  was  co^&ned  to  civil  ofiences,  or 
extended  to  sentences  of  courts  martial 
also.  The  only  other  point  to  which*  the 
Bill  waa  meant  lo  go,  was  to  giye  the  Comr 
pany  the  power  of  taking  np  ships  by  pri* 
vatf  contract  in  case  of  emergency  only, 
and  that  for  a  single  voyage.  He  con* 
eluded  by  mo?ing»  "  That  leave  be  given 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  making  further  pro* 
vision-  for  the  payment  of  salaries  .and 
other  charges  in  the  office  of  the  Commis* 
sionera  for  the  afiairs  of  India,  and  for 
enabling  the  East  India  Company  to  re* 
store  to  the  service  of  the  said  company 
military  officers  r^moyed  tberefirvm  by 
(VOL.  XX.) 


sentences  of  courts  martial,  and  to  autho* 
rize  the  said  company,  in  cases  of  unfore- 
seen emergency,  to  take  up  ships  by  pri- 
vate contract.*' 

Mr.  Creewey  highly  approved  of  an  in- 
crease being  made  to  the  salary  of  the  pre- 
sident of  the  board  of  controul.  He  did 
the  whole  of  the  business.  During  the 
fourteen  months  thai  he  was  connected 
with  that  Board,  he  never  heard  that  they 
had  once  met.  If  the  president  had  4,000i. 
out  of  the  5,000/.  or  even  the  whole  sum, 
he  though  it  would  not  be  too  much. 

Afler  a  few  words  from  lord  Morpeth 
and  lord  Casilereagh,  leave  was  given  to 
bring  in  the  Bill. 

BaiTisH  AND  Irish  Militias  Intex- 
CHANGB  Bill.]  Mr.  Secretary  Ifyder  rose 
to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  ^i^ill  to  per- 
mit the  interchange  of  the  British  and 
Irish  Militia  respectively.  He  was  con- 
vinced that  gentlemen  would  be  surprised 
that  a  measure  like  the  present  had  been  so 
long  delayed,  rather  than  that  it  was  now' 
proposed.  This,  he  presumed,  the  House 
would  feel,  on  the  principle  that  when  tha 
two  countries  were  indissolubly  united  to- 
gether, it  ought  to  follow  that  what  was 
the  interest  and  duty  of  the  one,  should 
be  so  of  both.  At  the  same  time,  the 
House  would  not  forget,  that  the  power  of 
France  had  not,  till  lately,  made  those 
gigantic  strides  towards  universal  domi- 
nion which  now  marked  her  course,  and 
rendered  less  probable  a  permanent  and 
lasting  peace.  Whatever  opinion  gentle- 
men might  entertain  as  to  the  mode  of 
proceeding  to  be  adopted  by  us,  and  how- 
ever much  they  might  disapprove  of  our 
continental  efforts  to  check  the  enemy^ 
still  there  could  be  but  one  opinion,  as  to 
the  necessity  of  united  efforts  at  home; 
and  this  could  never  be  fully  attained 
while  our  militias  wjre  confined  to  one 
country.  He  knew  he  might  be  told  that 
they  had  formerly  volunteered  an  inter* 
change  of  their  services,  and  that  they 
would  be  ready  to  do  so  again.  But  thia 
did  not  apply,  and  it  was  to  be  hoped  that 
no  sucK  event  as  that  would  again  occur. 
The  proposition  he  had  to  make  did  not 
need  instances  to  illustrate  it.  But  he 
might  refer  tb  the  campaign  in  Portugal  of 
this  year,  where  nothing  was  now  left  to 
be  done,  but  as  to  which  all  our  feare, 
anxieties,  and  expectations  were  now  con- 
Terted  into  joy  and  exultation;  and  ha 
might  ask  gentlemen  if  when  they  were 
anxiously  waiting  to  hear  of  reinforce- 
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itients  reaching  our'  brave  countrymen, 
from  Sicily  and  from  Halifax,  they  would 
not  have  supplied  them  with  pleasure,  by 
dispatching  to  the  relief  of  our  country- 
men those  valuable  troops  in  Ireland, 
whom,  if  the  present  measure  had  then 
operated,  we  might  have  spared  from  that 
country.  If  so,  who  would  say  that  we 
should  not  now  resort  to  such  a  measure  ? 
He  should  not  discharge  his  duty,  how- 
ever, if  he  confined  his  view  of  the  present 
measure  merely  to  a  consideration  of  its 
miliiary  advantages.  We  should  not, 
even  in  a  military  point  of  view^  have  done 
all  we  were  called  on  to  do,  if  we  did  not 
do  this.  But  the  moral  and  political  ef- 
fects to  be  expected  from  it  were  infi- 
nitely greater  than  its  military  advan- 
tages. No  man  could  be  blind  to  the  ad- 
vantages oinhis  plan.  No  man  Could  talk 
on  such  a  subject  as  a  true  Englishman, 
without  feeling  as  an  Irishman ;  nor  as  a 
true  Irishman  without  feeling  as  an  Eng- 
lishman. This  measure  would  do  away 
the  ignorance  under  which  each  nation 
laboured  as  to  the  character  of  the  other. 
New  connections,  friendships,  and  dis- 
tances would  be  formed,  not  confined  to 
one  class  or  degree,  but  extending  ge- 
nerally through  both  nations.  The  ad- 
vantages thus  to  arise  were  not  to  be  ex- 
pected, but  were  cerlain.  He  should  feel 
entirely  happy  on  the  subject,  were  it  not 
that  he  feared  the  opposition  of  a  certain 
class  of  gentlemen  connected  with  the 
militia  service.  No  m^n  was  more  ready 
to  confess  the  services  of  this  class  ^f  gen- 
tlemen than  he  was.  When  they  came, 
however,  to  weigh  the  -advantages  of  the 
present  measure,  and  to  perceive  that 
thev  were  not  now  called  on  to  make  sa- 
crifices  equal  to  those  they  had  formerly 
made,  be  hoped  they  would  not  oppose 
what  he  had  now  to  suggest.  If  the 
militia  were  by  this  measure  to  be  removed 
at  a  greater  distance  from  home  than  usual, 
this,  he  admitted,  would  be  subject  de- 
serving of  consideration.  The  fact  was, 
however,  that  in  many  cases  in  England, 
.  and  almost  universally  in  Scotland,  they 
were  sent  to  a  greater  distance  from  home 
at  present  than  if  they  were  sent  to  Ire- 
land.—He  did  not  wish  that  the  English 
militia  should  be  sent  to  Irefand,  and  the 
Irish  to  England,  for  an  indefinite  period. 
The  plan  he  proposed  was,  that  not  more 
than  one-third  of  either  militia  shoald  be 
sent  from  one  country  to  the  other  at  one 
time.  That  ^be  English  militia  shoald  not 
continue  in  Ireland  more  than  two  years. 
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nor  the  Irish  in  England  more  than  three 
years  at  one  time  ;  that  they  shoald  not 
afterwards  be  sent  hut  in  rotation;  and 
that  in  no  event  shoald  either  be  sent  to 
the  other  country,  but  by  an  order  from 
his  Majesty.  He  also  proposed  that  they 
should  have  the  power  of  volunteering, 
and  that  the  Commanders  should  infonn 
each  regiment  that  their  services  ^  were 
purely  voluntary.  This  was  the  outline 
of  his  Bill ;  and  the  effect  of  it  woold  be, 
that  supposing  the  measure  immediately  to 
have  operation,  in  the  coarse  of  eight  years 
the  whole  of  the  English  militia  will  have 
served  in  Ireland.  He  concluded  by 
moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  the 
above  effects 

vMr.  Tighe  asked,  whether  the  Roman 
Catholic  officer  and  soldier  were  to  be  aU 
lowed  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion 
when  in  England  ?  This  ought  to  be  at- 
tended to.  If  the  ministers  thought  the 
Irish  militia  woold  be  so  aseful  in  defend- 
ing the  country,  they  oaght  to  adopt  the 
measures  which  would  remove  all  im« 
pediments  to  sach  a  desirable  object. 
They  oaght  to  put  an  end  to  all  religioot 
distinctions,  and  then  they  would  have  the 
whole  army  disposable  for  those  specala- 
tions  and  objects  which  the  Secretary  of 
State  bad  mentioned. 

Mr.  If^mdid  not  mean  to  object  to  the 
bringing  in  of  the  bill,  though  he  saw 
some  difficulties  that  roost  attend  the 
adoption  of  the  measure.  It  ought  to 
have  been  carried  into  effect  at  the  time  of 
the  Union,  or  shortly  after,  when  there 
was  an  interval  of  peace.  The  officers, 
who  might  be  averse  to  this  plan,  might 
then  have  retired,  without  bemg  subject 
to  any  reflection  upon  their  conduct.  At 
present,  many  of  them  might,  by  the  ope- 
ration of  this  bill,  be  put  ta  y^ry  great 
inconvenience.  As  a  proof  that  there 
might  be  some  objection  to  it,  he  remind- 
ed the  right  hon.  secretary  that  such  a 
measure  had  been  in  contemplation  in 
1804,  but  had  been  abandoned,  probably 
on  account  of  the  resolutions  passed  at 
meetings  of  lord  lieatenants  or  counties 
disapproving  of  it.  He  allowed  that  this 
would  increase  the  disposable  force,  but 
so  would  the  sending  the  militia  abroad. 
This  was  very  different  from  the  volunteer- 
ing  into  the  line,  for  there  the  soldier  left 
his  officers,  and  when  the  fixed  period 
ended,  the  matter  was  at  rest.  He  further 
observed,  that  this  might  have  a  very  in- 
jurious effect  on  the  volunteering  from  the 
militi»«  u  the  soldier  must  be  umi9sl  cer* 


tain  of  being  tent  abroad  as  toon  as  he, 
▼olimieered.  It  would  also  prove  a  mate- 
rial obstacle  to  the  procuring  of  men  for 
the  milUia  daring  the  winter. 

Lord  Caakitagk  said,  that  there  never 
had  been  a  negative  on  the  interchange  of 
•enrices.  In  1 804,  the  object  was  to  ac* 
cept  the  voluntary  offers  ot  10,000  of  the 
Irish  militia  to  serve  in  £nglaod,  to  re- 
place that  number  which  had  volunteered 
from  the  English  militia  into  the  line. 
That  there  were  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
the  execution  of  this  measure,  he  ad- 
mitted ;  but  it  generally  happened  thai 
the.  difficulties  of  a  plan  were  in  propor- 
tion to  its  utility.  The  difficulties,  how, 
ev(sr,  were  not  insuperable.  He  was  satis- 
fied that  there  would  be  a  very  general 
disposition  in  the  militia  officers  to  extend 
the  benefit  of  their  services. 

Col.  Bagwdi  said,  that  some  from  habit 
might  be  averse  to  the  interchange;  but 
the  measure  ought  not  to  be  given  up  on 
that  account,  considering  its  extensive 
utility.  He  was  persuaded  there  would 
be  a  general  desire  to  extend  their 
services,  if  the  measure  appeared  to  be  a 
beneficial  one.  The  officers  got  their 
conmiissions  without  purchase,  and  might 
relinquish  them  wit  boot  loss. 

Mr.  Herbert  of  Kerry  strongly  approved 
of  the  measure. 

Sir  /oA»  Cox  Hipptiley  stated,  that 
though  general  orders  had  been  issued  not 
to  restrict  the  Catholic  soldiers  in  the 
exercise  of  their  religion,  they  were  but 
partially  attended.  Even  when  the  Catho- 
lic soldiers  were  permitted  to  attend  their 
chapels,  they  were  often  marched  after- 
wards to  a  church  of  the  establishment, 
which,  by  the  canons  of  their  own  church, 
subject!  them  to  excommunication.  The 
observation  of  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Tighe) 
therefore,  required  some  notice.  He  also 
•tated  the  fact,  that  out  of  3,000  recruiu 
sent  to  the  depot  at  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
only  160  belonged  *to  the  established 
church.  Most  of  the  rest,  he  presumed 
were  Catholics. 

The  Chancellor  {tf  ike  Exchequer  said«  that 
the  militia  of  Ireland  though  in  this 
coontry,  would  still  be  the  Irish  militia, 
and  would,  therefore,  by  law  be  en- 
titled to  the  exemptions  and  privilegen 
which  they  had  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Wkuhread  was  hardly  satisfied  with 
this  off  hand  opinion.  He  wished  that 
the  opinions  of  the  law  officers  of  the 
crown  should  be  taken,  that  the  House 
might  know  how  the  matter  stood.    If 
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thefewas  any  doubt  as  to  the  law,  that 
doubt  ought  to  be  removed.  He  did  not 
oppose  the  measure,  but  it  ought  to  be 
really  and  entirely  optional  with  the  men 
and  officers,  whether  to  comply  or  not, 
without  being  subject  to  any  reflections 
in  case  of  refusal.  The  measure  would 
soon  put  an  end  to  the  qualification  re- 
quired from  the  militia  officers,  and  for 
that  they  ought  to  be  prepared. 

Sir  John  Newport  approved  the  measure, 
but  thought  that  every  doubt  as  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  exemptions  of  the 
Catholic  officers  and  soldiers  ought  to  be 
done  away  by  a  provision  in  the  bill.  In 
looking  over  the  act  for  securing  the  suc- 
cession, he  was  far  from  being  satisfied 
that  no  legislative  enactment  on  this  point 
was  required. 

Col.  Bastard  adverted  to  the  hardship  of 
placing  the  militia  officer  in  a  situation 
where  be  must  alter  the  nature  of  his  en- 
gagement, or  subject  himself  to  the  odium 
of  government.  ,  / 

General  Tarleton  and  lord  Jocelyn  ap* 
proved  of  the  measure.  After  a  few  words 
firom  colonel  Lemon,  the  motion  was  put 
and  carried. 


Papers  relating  to  Trinidad.]  Mr. 
Marryait  moved  for  a  copy  of  lord  Liver- 
poors  letter  to  Governor  Hislop  of  Trini<- 
dad,  refusing  to  establish  the  British  con- 
stitution in  that  Island,  and  stating  the 
reasons  for  that  refusal ;  for  the  Articles  of 
Capitulation  of  Trinidad  ;  the  commis- 
sion appointing  Mr.  Sqiitb,  first  ^Alcalde, 
or  chief  judge,  &c.  &.G. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
would  have  opposed  the  motion  if  be  could 
have  done  so  without  entering  into  par- 
ticulars. It  could  do  no  good  to  bring 
the  subject  forward  at  present,  and  might 
do  a  great  deal  of  harm.  As  he  could  not 
oppose  the  motion  without  entering  into 
the  subject,  he'  would  allow  it  to  pass. 
He  concluded  by  stating,  thac  if  the  ob- 
ject was  to  shew  that  the  British  constitu- 
tion should  have  been  introduced  into 
Trinidad,  he  would  move  for  a  petition  of 
the  free  people  of  colour  in  that  island, 
against  the  measure  presented  in  July 
1810.  He  would  then  leave  it  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  hon.  gent,  whether  he 
would  proceed  farther  in  the  business. 

All  the  papers  were  then  moved  for 
and  granted. 


RlPORT   OF   THB  BaLLIOM  CoMMITTSB.] 

Mr.  Wharton  reported  from  the  Com* 
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mittee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  it 
was  referred  to  consider  further  of  the 
Report  whichi  in  the  last  session  of  par- 
liament, was  made  from  the  6elect  Com- 
cnittee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  high 
price  of  Bullion^  and  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  state  of  the  circulating 
medium,  and  of  the  exchanges  between 
Great  Britain  und  foreign  parts,  the 
Resolutions  which  they  bad  directed 
to  be  reported  to  the  House;  and  the 
•ame  were  read.  [For  the  Resolutions 
see  p.  69.1  On  the  motion  for  the  second 
reading  ofthe  said  Resolutions, 

Mr.  Johnstone  rose,  and  declared  that  he 
ff^lt  very  reluctant,  after  the  long  and  able 
discussion  which  had  already  taken  place 
upon  this  subject,  to  ofier  any  thing 
.further  to  the  attention  of  the  House. 
But  having  had  the  honour  to  be  a  member 
ofthe  Bullion  Committee,  and  having  also 
concurred  in  all  the  opinions  expressed  in 
its  Report,  he  trusted  that  be  might  be  in- 
dulged for  a  short  time  with  their  inten- 
tion. He  apprehended  that  among  all 
the  gentlemen  who  had  spoken  on  this 
question,  none  had  sufficiently  considered 
what  might  be  the  consequence  of  a  perse- 
verance in  our  present  system.  Much 
had  been  very  justly  said  on  the  virtual 
i>reach  of  faith  towards  the  public  cre- 
ditor, and  it  was  impossible  that  too  much 
anxiety  could  be  felt  on  that  point.  The 
debate  had,  however,  in  bis  judgment, 
done  much  good  in  drawing  from  those 
>vho  opposed  the  conclusions  of  the  Bul- 
lion Report,  some  concessions  which  had 
been  obstinately  withheld  in  many  of  the 
pamphlets  by  which  that  Report  had  been 
followed.  With  only  one  exception,  every 
member  who  had  joined  in  the  discussion 
had  disclaimed  all  behef  in  or  adherence 
to  any  imaginary  standard,  in  the  con- 
stitution of  our  monied  system,  and  that 
exception  was  the  noble  lord  under  the 
gallery  (lord  Castlereagh)»  whose  criterion 
was  still  more  fanciful  and  wild  than  any 
lie  had  eveV  heard  of.  The  standard  haid 
been  moreover  acknowledged  to  be  the 
precious  metals,  and  the  only  point  in  dis- 
pute between  his  ben.  friend  near  him  and 
the  right  hon.  gent,  below  him  was,  whe- 
ther as  bullion  or  as  a:oin  they  were  the 
most  efiectaal  and  undoubted  standard. 
This  was  a  point  he  thought  of  no  ffreat 
importance,  since  coin  alone  derived  its 
value  from  the  quantity  of  bullion  which 
it  contained.  The  Chancellor  of  the  £x» 
efaequer  had  also  distinctly  admitted  in  his 
apeechoii  the  preoading  eraning,  that  a 


diaaintitioo  df  the  iaiiiaa  of  thalftnik  would 
operate  favourably  on  the  exobsngea,  bat 
argued  that  that  was  a  good  o?er«balanced 
by  the  political  mischief  by  which  it 
would  be  attended.  He  would  totich  af- 
terwards on  the  solidity  of  this  last  argo-^ 
ment.  Something  had,  too/  be«n  ac* 
quired  to  the  doctrine  of  depreciation  by 
the  admission,  that,  as  applied  to  extOfual 
purchases,  our  currency  had  Allien  in  va* 
lue.  Now,  that  these  external  purchases 
necessarily  affected  the  price  of  commo- 
dities in*  the  home  market,  was  a  point 
very  properly  noticed  immediately  by 
his  hon.  friend,  and  he  should  tberefbre 
not  dwell  upon  it.  A  great  distmctioil 
had  been  said  to  exist  between  the  present 
alledged  excess  of  paper,  and  the  exuesa 
in  Ireland,  whch  was  followed  by  th^ 
open  establishment  of  twofirices.  Bat 
what  was  the  cause  of  this  ditference  ? 
Two  prices  did  not  openly  prevail  In  thta 
country,  from  the  terrors  of  the  stalnte 
of  Edward  6,  a  statute  not  applioable  to 
Ireland.  It  had  been  stated  by  the  right 
hon.  gent.,  that  our  circidating  medium 
amounted  before  the  Bank  restriction,  to 
47,000,000/.  including  30,000,000^.  of 
specie,  and  11,000,000(.  of  Bank  I^ifer  ; 
and  that,  at  present,  we  had  in  circujatiot}, 
but  3,000,000/.  of  specie,  and  23,t)00,000/. 
of  paper.  He  had  to  observe,  in  the  first 
instance,  that  this  statement  entirely  over- 
looked the  issues  of  the  country  banks,  on 
the  amount  of  which  he  had  some  obser^ 
vations  to  make.  He  bed  moted  seme 
time  ago  for  the  productioivof  seTeml  pa- 
pers from  the  stamp  oAce,  which  ahmred 
that  in  the  yaar  1805  the  number  of  stamps, 
taken  at  the  lowest  soma  to  the  isaue  of 
which  they  were  legally  applicable  when 
converted  into  the  toVm  of  country  bank* 
notes,  wouU  amount  to  1 0, 1 00,000/. ;  in  the 
following  year  to  10,000,0001.;  in  1807 
to  6,000,000^. ;  in  1 808  to  6,000,0001.  and 
in  1800  to  15,oq0,000/.  In  the  laat  year 
their  amount  was 9,000,000/.  These  staropa 
could  only  be  in  use,  according  lo'lfae 
law,  for  the  period  of  three  veara.  Thus 
the  years  1805-6-7,  would  prora  the 
whole  amouol  of  country  notes  in  circ«« 
iation  to  be  not  lesa  than  26,500,0001.  and 
to  have  increased  latterly  to  29>400,0tkli» 
He  waa  aware  that  this  accoont  might  ^ 
liable  to  some  deductions,  bat  be  betiend 
them  to  be  inaonsiderable.  The  deposita 
of  paper  now  kept  by  Banketi  fen  fwy 
far  sirort  of  what  ihey  were  when  aobject 
to  be  called  on  far  paynenta  in  specie. 
There  waa  jprobably  at  trast  $fiWjOOOt.  •£ 
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fpecie  orfginltlljr  always  id  their  fcoflcns/ 
to  in««t  ttQy  accMetitiil  deMiatid  fbr  it. 
This  was  so  mach  wiibdrawn  From  the 
whole  amottiit  of  the  ciHrTency  at  th« 
Ibrmer  period.  Admitting,  then,  the  cor- 
reetnem  of  the  nateitoeDt  that,  before  the 
Kettrictfon  there  waft  ih  the  coantry 
SO/XX>,OdO<.  of  specie,  betide  n,<)00,000/. 
df  Bank  paper,  and  S,OO^fiOOL  of  codtttiy 
ttot«s,  thii  dedaction  Woald  leave  the  wfaofe 
amount  of  tha  correficy  at  thait  liae, 
about  4Sf(>OO,000L  The  prasent  fltnoont 
df  Bank  .paper  in  circulation  is  Mated  to 
be  23*000,000/.  and  the  apecie  at 
S,dOO,0(XW.  which  ha  believed,  how^rer, 
to  be  lesa  than  it  actually  was.  After 
liiaking  an  aitawance  of  two  millions  for 
paper  cancelled  or  destroyed,  we  should 
oafe  twedty-five  nritltMs  temaining, 
which  after  a  further  allbwau<:e  for  the^ 
aum  employed  aa  deposiu  or  rests  foy  tke' 
country  bankers^  would  constitute  a  sum 
total  of  48,000,000/.  and  an  increase  of 
5,000,000/.  above  the  whole  amount  in 
cireulatton,  antecedent  to  the  restriction* 
The  increase  in  London  alone  in  paper 
applicable  to  the  purposes  of  the  whole- 
sale trade,  had  been  calculated  to  be  f^om 
9  to  1 3,000,000/.  It  oaght  to  be  remem* 
bered  at  the  same  time,  that  this  great  in« 
crease  was  contemplated  by  various  recent 
regulations;  the  uae  of  pap^r  had  been 
much  circumscribed,  and  the  quantity  of 
circulation  greatly  ec6nomised.  The 
cleari^  house  at  Which  the  transfers 
among  bankers  were  made,  aiForded  evt- 
denee  of  this,  and  the  late  practice  of  the 
Bank  of  discrediting  bills  bad  the  same 
effect  in  lessening  the  sum  required  in  cir- 
culation. A  challenge  had  been  ^ven 
to  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  to  adduce 
proof  of  any  rise  in  prices  corresponding 
to  the  alledged  excess  of  paper,  and  cer- 
tainly he  fully  agreed  that  if  no  such  rise 
could  be  exemplified,  that  excess  could  not 
have  taken  place.  But,  jas  far  as  his  infor- 
tion  and  judgment  went,  there  could  not 
exist  a  doubt  that  there  was  correspond- 
ence between  them,  and  that  the  rise  of 
priced  had  really  gone  farther  than  could 
be  ascribed  exclusively  to  the  depreciation 
oftha  currency.  His  learned  friend  had, 
in  his  able  speech,  particularly  referred  to 
the  rise  of  com,  unquestionably  the  cri- 
teriott  most  favourable  to  his  opponents, 
and  had  shewn  the  rise  to  be  in  the  pro- 
portion of  7  to  11.  Assuming  the  scale 
turnisfaed  i>y  the  tables  of  air  G.  Shuck- 
burgh,  he  calcnlated  the  proputtiun  to  be 
about  ^SMaiSS«.-JnM  rigkt'lion.  gent. 


had  refbn^d  to  the  expencaa  of  Greenwidb 
Hospital,  and  in  his  opinion  that  waan 
document  wall  worth  producing.  He  bai 
aeen^  in  mie  ingenious  pamphlet,  a  acale 
of  ^prices,  in  which  it  was  attempted  to 
shew  that  there  had  been  no  sensible  rise. 
On  looking  into  It,  however,  he  perceived 
that  the  writer  had,  with  the  exception  of 
tin  and  indigo,  confined  himself  to  articlai 
of  colonial  produce.  The  boo.  gent,  then 
alluded. to  the  neighbouring  cnunn-ieaof 
Austria,  Russia  and  Sweden,  wbtch  o^fai 
to  be  a  lesson  to  us.  It  had  been  S8id> 
that  the  exchange  wiis  afiected  by  iha 
present  interruption  to  commerce;  bal 
the  truth  was.  that  our  commerce,  in  spiia 
of  Buonaparte's  decrees,  had  extended  be* 
yond  what  it  had  ever  been  at  any  antsa 
eedent  period*  In  1809  the  exports  in» 
creased  firam  1 1  to  23  millions,  and  thii 
year  the  exports  could  not  be  lesa  than 
11^  or  20  millions.  The  deranged  state  of 
the  }  exchange  could  not  therefore  bk 
owing  to  the  state  of  the  forei||p»  markatn. 
On  one  article  alone,  cotton.  Hid  rise  waa 
fhom  9  to  18  millions.  A  darangemeot 
had  been  talked  of.^  likely  to  reault  by 
leaving  the  restriction  system,  it  waa 
said  we  could  not  earry  on  war.  iiofir 
had  war  been  carried  on  for  the  last  14'  olr 
15  years  ?  Not,  sorely,  from^  a  paper  aya«- 
'  tem^  but  from  a  surplus  produce,  and  oar 
aaanufaetures ;  so  much  the  greater  our 
produce  than  what  Was  consumed  by  our^ 
selves^  we  had  the  greater  fund  left  fatr 
war.  With  respect  to  the  interest  of  the 
iium  due  by  the  public  to  the  Bank, 
140,000/.;  of  that  interest  100,000/.  raigbt 
be  considered  as  compensated  by  tha pro- 
fits made  by  thie  Bauk  in  maaagmg  ga« 
vemment  money  in  their  hands.  The 
Bank  restriction  might  bava  produced 
good  to  this  country  in  some  aueh  way  aa 
%e  mines  of  the  new  world  were  said,  by 
Mr.  Hume,  to  have  benefited* Spain  4t 
first ;  but  the  period  was  now  past,  asai 
we  were  called  on  to  amp.  Tbia  aaight 
be  carried  too  far,  as  in  the  human  body, 
when  a  man  rotused  bioiaelf  to  extraardi- 
nary  exertions,  those  exattiona  would  be 
aucoeeded  by  laasitodo.  *  The  deprecia- 
tion really  began  in  1797,  and  if  the 
courae  of  exchange  had  beien  sometnnea 
aince  that  period  fatoarable,  it  was  an- 
tirelr  owing  to  oar  balance  of  eonunema. 
Wo  had  never  miataken  the  natUM  of  the 
depreciatian  af  the  ^wrtemy  of  nor  oela-- 
niea:  why,  then,  shsadd  we  deal«  gem- 
tier  meaaitte  to  ouraelvaa  liian  w«  had 
dcakott«t*ife«Bi?  AHHMbaiAiilniM 
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followed  the  system  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, bad  ended  in  depreciation ;  and  if 
the  Bank  of  England  had  stood  oat  longer, 
it  was  entirely  owing  to  the  greater  credit 
of  this  country.  The  hon.  gent,  con- 
claded  with  imploring  them,  thercfore«  to 
return  to  the  old  and  salutary  system. 

Mr.  FuLkf  rose  and  said :  Mr.  Speaker, 
if  the  hon.  member  who  has  just  spoken, 
alladed  to  my  financial  knowledge,  I  am 
odIv  greatly  surprised,  and  ^ery  much 
obliged  to  him.    But  be  might  as  well 
have  talked  upon  ,any  thing  else.    For, 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  don't  like  this  business  at 
all.    1  think  that  it  is  a  humbug.    I  think 
that  it  is  the  greatest  humbug  that  ever 
was  put  upon  the  country  since  that  affair 
of  the  duke  of  York.    There  is  no  depre- 
ciation; or  I  know  nothing  at  all  about 
the  matter.    I  can't  understand  how  they 
would  make  out  that  there  is  any  depre- 
ciation  of  tb^  currency  of  the  country. 
Mo,  Sit,  this  is  all  the  attempt — this  is  all 
the  system  of  the  base  faction,  the  coward- 
ly faction,   who    are    undermining   the 
credit  of  the  country.     (Cries  of  Order, 
order !)    Yes,  Sir,  the  faction  that  ori- 
ginates every  thing  malevolent  to  ■, 
but,^ir,  1  go  to  other  things.    Some  gen- 
tlemen, Sir,  say  the  guinea  was  once  worth 
20«.    It  is  now  worth  21^.,  and  some  say 
it  is  worth  24«.    Why,  then,  if  this  be  the 
case,  why  not  say  so?    why  not  speak 
out  ?  why  not  raise  the  guinea  at  once,  to 
24«.  ?  I  don't   pretend  to  puzale  myself 
with  these  things:    but  I  say,  let  the 
.country  be  firm  ;  let  the  country  keep  up 
the  credit  of  its  currency,  and  all  will  go 
well.      There  are  vaiious  reports  as  to 
what  goes  with  the  gold ;  some  say  it  has 
disappeared ;  and  some  say  it  has  been 
hoarded  on  the  sea*coast,  in  order  to  send 
off  by  the  first  boats  that  come,  to  take  it 
to  the  continent.     No  matter  for  that. 
What  should  hinder  our  having  a  circu- 
.lation  of  our  own,  that  nobody  could  take 
from  us }  The  people  would  make  no  ob- 
jection, they  would  take  any  thing   for 
money ;  they  would  uke  tallow  candles 
for  change,  if  they  would  not  melt  in  their 
pockets.    If  we  once  adopt  this  plan,  we 
may  defy  the  enemy  as  long  as  we  like. 
We  can  make  coin  of  leather  or  oyster- 
shells;  and  if  we  can  only  keep  up  its 
credit  for  a  year,  we  shall  have  Buona- 
parte on  his  knees  at  the  end  of  it.    He, 
that  tyrant^  the  emperor  of  France  bim- 
felf,  will  be  in  despair  of  ruining  us.    He 
will  see  that  nothing  can  shake  the  stabi- 
lity, the  firmness  tM  atrength  of  the  Bri- 
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tish  empire.  I  wish  I  could  see  a  gen- 
tleman here  (laughing),  I  mean,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  wish  I  could  see  a  gentleman 
in  his  place  (Mr.  Sheridan),  that  was  here 
the  other  night,  when  we  were  talking 
about  play-houses.  A  great  man,  a  noble, 
person.  Sir,  I  would  have  given  him  a 
hundred  play-houses.  Sir,  he  always 
came  forward,  he  always  spoke  whea 
there  was  a  mutiny,  when  there  was  a 
riot ;  whenever,  in  short,  the  country  was 
in  dangeri  be  forsook  bis  party,  and  spoke 
his  mind.  He  would  certainly  have 
spoken  now,  and  I  only  wish  he  was  here 
to  speak.  He  would  have  pot  down  this 
mean,  conspiring  eet.  (Order,  order!) 
Sir,  I  wish  to  set  my  face  against  the 
whole  scheme.  It  grieves  me  to  see  the 
time  of  the  House  taken  up  so  many 
nights  one  after  another,  with  this  tire* 
some  question.  It  grieves  me  to  see  so 
much  labour  and  sweating  about  this  Bul- 
lion Report.  Why,  Sir,  it  won't  make  a 
bit  better  figure  in  the  papers,  than  that 
nonsensical  dispute  between  you  and  me.* 
(Hear !  and  laughing). 

Mr.  C  Adams  commenced  with  a  his- 
tory of  the  nature  of  coin ;  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  discuss  Mr.  Huskisson's  pam- 
phlet: be  said,  that  gold  had  been  consider- 
ed the  most  precious  metal  from  its  rarity, 
as  well  as  from  its  ornament  and  use.  It 
was  the  most  ductile,  the  most  malleable, 
the  most  beautiful  of  all  the  metals ;  and 
it  was  besides  the  most  hard  to  h^  got. 
The  hon.  gent  said,  he  was  clearly  of 
opinion,  that  gold  bullion  was  not  the 
standard  of  our  currency ;  that  mint  coin, 
and  mint  coin  only  was ;  and  that  paper, 
as  referable  to  such  coin,  was  not  in  the 
smallest  degree  depreciated. 

Mr.  77joif9»fpfi  contended,  that  the  present 
difficulties  of  the  country  arose  out  of  the 
state  of  its  foreign  trade.  If  we  had  no 
exports  for  our  imports,  it  was  not  surpris- 
ing that  the  price  of  bullion  should  he  nigh 
and  the  rate  of  exchange  low .  The  system 
of  exchanges  admitted  of  almost  as  much 
gambling  as  dealing  in  .the  funds.  What 
had  taken  place  upon  this  Question  had 
done  much  mischief;  but  be  was  per^ 
suaded  that  the  result  of  their  discussions 
would  remedy  the  evil.  As  to  the  depre- 
ciation of  paper,  he  should  say,  that  neither 
the  Bank  could  pay  its  notes  in  specie,  uor 
could  any  genueman  in  England  pay  one 
hnndredtn  part  of  his  debts  in  coin.  When 
betook  a  promissory  note,  it  was  not  intha 

•  See  vol.  \i$  p.  Oil. 
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czpectAtion  of  betne  paid  iq  cash,  bat  i 
because  he  knew  the  uidividaal  to  be  pos- 
sessed of  capital  and  property.  He  denied  . 
that  the  directors  of  the  bank  could,  by 
limiting  their  issues,  have  any  eflfect  on  the 
exchange ;  and  if  they  could,  it  would  not 
be  desirable  that  the  little  gold  in  the  coun- 
try should  be  suffered  to  go  to  the  enemy. 
m  wished  the  Committee  had  shewn  how 
the  diminution  of  paper  would  bring  back 
gold.  The  country  would  not  have 
reached  its  present  elevated  situation  if  it 
bad  not  had  an  abundant  circulating 
medium.  As  to  the  country  banks,  it  was 
usual  with  them  to  keep  a  large  stock  of 
Bank  of  England  notes  and  government 
•ecurities,  in  order  to  answer  any  run 
upon  them ;  it  was  not  to  circulate  an  ex- 
cess of  their  paper.  He  knew  a  banker, 
not  in  want  of  capital,  who  wished  to  in- 
crease his  issue,  and  after  having  tried  the 
experiment  for  one  3rear,  found  he  had  not 
1,0(X)(.  mora  of  notes  out  in  consequence, 
said  made  not  a  shilling  by  the  operation. 
He  should  agree  to  any  measure  for  ren- 
dering the  country  banks  respectable,  but 
must  deny  that  they  had,  as  they  had 
been  charged  *  with  doing,  issued  their 
paper  to  excess.  The  fact  of  the  excess 
of  paper  was  barely  assumed ;  he  could 
wish  to  hear  it  separately  discussed.  The 
liberality  of  the  Bank  had  saved  many  per« 
tons  from  sinking  under  the  pressure  of 
the  times.  It  was  his  opinion,  that  it 
would  be  better  to  go  on  with  tne  ex- 
isting system,  than  by  resorting  to  any  un- 
tried schemes,  to  risk  the  ruin  of  the  trade 
•nd  commerce  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Manyaii,  in  commenting  on  the 
•peech  of  an  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Fuller),  said, 
he  was  willing  to  leave  to  that  gentleman 
his  oyster  shells  provided  he  would  give 
him  in  return  more  gold  and  silver.  A  noble 
lord  (Castlereagh)  in  speaking  of  our  nor- 
thern fellow  subjects,  the  Scots,  had  called 
them  what  no  man  could  deny  them  to  be, 
a  most  moral  and  ingenious  people.  '  His 
proof  of  that  assertion  was,  however,  rather 
whimsical.  He  had  said  that  not  a  pea- 
sant coold  be  found  in  Scotland  who 
would  prefer  guineas  to  bank  notes;  if  so,  he 
could  assure  the  noble  lord  that  their 
countrymen  in  London  were  distinguished 
by  a  very  different  sort  of  magnanimity ; 
for  here  the  difficulty  would  be  to  get 
them  to  take  paper  where  they  could  get 
guineas.  The  noble  lord,  however,  might 
nave  drawn  more  striking  facts  from 
amongst  his  own  countrymen.  In  Ireland 
there  was  no  talking  up  a  newspaper,  with- 
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out  seeing  advertisements,  tying  with 
each  pther  in  offering  guineas,  doubloons, 
and  dollars  to  sale.  He  read  two  of  these 
advertisements  from  a  paper  he  held  in  his 
hand, one  signed  O'Keefe,  1  IS, Exchange, 
Cork ;  the  other  signed  Hely,  in  the  same 
city,  where  both  professed  t6  offer  each  of 
them  a  higher  price  for  guineas  than  any 
other  man  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Simetm  spoke  shortly  in  denial  of 
the  depreciation. 

Mr*  W,  Smith  proceeded  to  state  a  fact 
or  two,  as  proofs  of  the  depreciation ;  first. 
That  a  pipe  of  wine,  for  which  1 10/.  was 
demanded  in  the  ordinary  currency,  had 
had  been  sold  for  90  guineas—second. 
That  a  man  having  600/.  in  gold,  came  to 
London  to  purchase  certain  articles  in  the 
way  of  his  business  and  was  allowed  J2f 
per  cent,  as  the  difference.  But  then  it 
was  answered  that  the  guinea  had  risen* 
The  Bank  promised  to  pay  in  standard 
coin,  and  if  the  notes  had  been  convertible 
into  this  coin,  or  had  been  considered  as 
equivalent,  then  the  man  possessing  the 
6uO/.  in  gold  would  have  had  no  advantage 
over  one  having  as  much  in  paper.  But 
the  difference  fully  proved  the  deprecia* 
tion.  After  stating  that  actions  would 
soon  be  bl'ought  for  coin,  unless  the  ex- 
pence,  and  the  sense  that  each  prosecutor 
might  be  served  in  the  same  way,  pre- 
vented it ;  he  said  that  it  was  in  vain  for 
gentlemen  to  shut  their  eyes  against  the 
id  of  depreciation,  as  the  ostrich  hid  its 
head  and  then  thought  itself  secure  and 
unseen.  Vigorous  measures  ought  imme* 
diately  to  be  taken  to  check  it;  the  longer 
the  remedy  was  delayed  the  more  severe 
would  be  its  operation.  He  then  com- 
mented on  the  conduct  of  the  Bank 
directors,  which  had  been  too  much  cen- 
sured by  others.  They  had  certainly 
been  placed  in  a  difficult  situation:  but 
the  cause  stated  for  the  restriction  was, 
that  they  might  have  specie  to  answer  the 
public  emergencies.  There  were  some 
grounds  to  believe  that  they  had  not 
strictly  performed  this  condition, and  there* 
fore,  their  conduct  was  not  deserving  of 
the  applause  so  liberally  bestowed  upon 
it.  They  had  made  immense  profits,  at 
appeared  by  the  great  rise  in  their  stock, 
being  from  1 80  to  2fi0  since  the  restriction^ 
while  the  government  funds  had,  during  the 
sape  period,  only  risen  from  56  to  65. 
Adverting  then  to  the  remedy,  he  said 
that  the  Bank  ought,  at  some  loss  to  tha 
proprietors,  to  put  itself  in  a  situation  to 
resume  cash  payments,  when  parliament 
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tliiMight  U  expedienU  H«  coold  net  %% 
iMiy  definite  period^  neither  did  he  waging 
ilMKt  tte  fcitriction  ought  per^mptoriljr  to 
be  eootifiued  darmg  the  war.  Itw^inn* 
BOMibk  to  sty  bow  long  that  might  la«t* 
They  bed  not  at  present  e? en  a  glimpf  e 
ihrough  the  glooob 

The  Beiolntiomi  W0re  r^  a  lecond 
time,  and  on  the  mo.ftioa  ihpt  the  first  he 
egn«id  lo» 

Mr.  Homer,  for  the  purpose  of  hayiog 
his  •wo  Resolutieos  recoided  on  the 
JiNirnaisj  moved  as  as  Amend«ie9t»  to 
teave  out  ell  the  words  after  the  wArd, 
^  That/'  fortheporposeof  ifiseriiog  thoaa 
JLesolutiaos. 

This  Amendment  wias  negetived  wiUiont 
e  division. 

Mr.  C0fi3mg  asked  the  right  bon,  geiu. 
opposite,  whether  in  the  mention  whidi  he 
Rede  'in  his  firai  Resolotion  of  "  the  right 
0f  estehlishtng  and  regulating  the  legal 
mouey  of  the  kingdom^  having  been  at 
e41  ttmes  a  royal  prerogative/'  he  intended 
lo  impiy  that  the  prerogative  was  entire 
end  linliroited  ? 

Mr.  Vantitiari  replied,  that  his  Resolu« 
tion  bad  been  drawn  in  compliance  with 
the  precedent  stated  in  lord  Liverpoprs 
work  and  founded  on  tht  authority  of  sir 
M^aUhew  Hale  and  ethers. 

Mr.  Cewnf  adverted  to  the  14  ef  the 
Uei^  chapters  70  and  9^  regulating  the 
Height  and  fineness  of  the  coin  of  the 
reaia»^ 

Mr«  Vg»$iUtifi  observed,  that  his  Heso- 
h$lMHk  cM  not  trench  on  that  act ;  and  re*- 
peeted  that  observation  in  answer  to  some 
aioMlar  remarks  from  Mr.  Huskiason. 

Mr*  Raae  maintained,  chat  his  right  boo. 
ftieflM'a ftesolution  vnasnot  at  all  conuary 
to  ihoipiiat  of  the  ect  aWuded  to. 

Mr.  ^'ofiioi^y  ^aU^  thr  attention  of  the 
Hous^  to  the  danger  of  passing  this  fteso- 
MilieiV  It  aiSrmed^  MKat  it  had  always 
bi^il  the  jightof  the  crowAto.mix  tbe 
peoportioof  of  pore  metal  and  eUoy  in 
Ibe  cote  %t  iu  plepsure,  and  to  make  it 
sefwesent  what  valve  jiit  phased*  This  be 
deiijed*  Therebadalweysbe^astendar^l 
eod  ie  P^^^ocf  ef  this  he  referred  to  the 
fffta(ete  ftf  Edw^d  ^  That  the  crown  poi^ 
iHDSsed^  and  'had  ^xeccised  a  r«g|bt  which 
was  nearly  equivalent  in  efiect,  t^enely, 
the  right  of  altering  the  denominetion  of 
the  coin,  was  true.  Some  of  our  kings  had 
adopted  this  method  of  ch^Oing  their  sub- 
jects»  but  as  lord  Liverpool  had  said*  that 
wa^  an  expedient  which  in  the  end  had 
MTpr  bwi  pcofiuble  9(  bpnonrabla  lo  tbe 
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eronvn;  But  the  prerogatives  of  tfaecrown 
were  a  trust  for  the  bene£^t  of  the  people, 
and  be  bcseeched  their  representatives  to 
consider  what  i|  would  be  to  say,  that  the 
crown  bed  the  power  of  establishing  what* 
ever  base  money  it  pleased  as  tbe  coin  of 
this  country.  This  pert  of  the  Resoltt* 
tion  was  besides  unnecessary,  because  i% 
had  no  necessery  bearing  on  the  question 
under  discussion.  Tbe  Resolution  further 
steied,  th^t  the  crown  had  often  exercised 
this  pr?iogetive  in  concurrence  with  the 
Stiites  of  the  Realm.  This  was  a  contra* 
diction  in  terms,  for  the  meaning  of  ^ 
preiogetive  was^  that  it  might  be  exer** 
ciaed  by  tbe  crown  without  the  int^rveor 
tiop  ef  parljamenL  This  alleged  prero* 
gative  waaet  least  sufficiently  doubtful  to 
require  the  liopse  to  pkuse  belbre  they 
passed  such  a  Resolution.  If  they  did 
pass  it,  wheteTer  migh^  be  their  owa 
judgment  as  to  their  conduci^no  lawyer 
nor  man  of  sen^e  in  the.  kiugd^om  would 
approve  of  it  in  this  inaWu^c^ 

Mr.  BoiAersi;  on  the  other  hsmd,  qvuwir 
tained  that  the  ResobiUoo  ^^»  perfectly 
correct,  and  easily  to  be  compreb^ded* 

Mr.  P.  CorvK^  followed  on  tbe  san»e  side» 

Mr.  H.  Tkanuon  thought  tbe  Resplu^ 
tion  erGoneeusly  expressed. 

The  ChanccUar  ^  the  Expkqm- wui^ 
cidedly  of  opinion,  that  the-  dectarationa 
respecting  the  royal  prerogative  on  tbii 
subject  in  bis  right  hon.  friend's  Resolution* 
and  the  ResoliJion  of  the  boo*  and.leeroed 
gent,  were  equivalent  to  oach  other.  Iji 
both  was  expressed  what  in  common  lew 
was  the  prero|^ative«  au^  the  way  io  which 
that  prerogative  was  limited  by  stalete. 
The  indulgent  with  which  the  genjdemeii 
opposite  overlooked  this  in  the  bon.  and 
learned  gentleman's  Resotutioui  imd  the 
apoteness  with  which  they  deteeted  it  ip 
his  right  bon.  friend's,  was  a  proof  of  in« 
genui^y  rather  than  of  candour, 

Mr.  H^trwT  hoped  the  House  would 
come  gravely  to  a  decision  on  this  mos( 
important  point,  without  reference  to  the 
merits  of  either  set  of  Resolutions.  If  hi| 
Resolutions  eontained  precisely  the  same 
import  as  his  right  hon.  friend'r,  why  had 
the  right  hon.  genU  voted  against  it  ?  Ai 
to  the  authority  of  lord  Hale,  he  admitted 
it  to  be  great,  but  it  was  opposed  bv  that 
of  Biackstone;,  who  held  that  the  king's 
prerogative  did  not  extend  to  the  debase* 
raent  of  the  current  coin.  In  what  pari 
of  Hale,  tooy  wft  his  opinion  found  ?  U 
was  in  a  commentary  en  the  reporu  of 
cases  ia  Irelandt  by  sir  John  Davis.    The 
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House  was,  therefore,  called  on  to  declare 
Ibat  to  be  a  royal  prerogative,  which  eren 
prerogative  lawyen  had  considered  doubt* 
fnl.  He  was  happy  to  see  the  crown 
lawyers  in  their  places  on  this  occasion. 

The  Ati9ra^  Oeneral  contended  that  all 
those  who  had  read  the  ResolatiQn  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  gent,  most  perceive  that 
he  had  himself  subscribed  to  the  opinion 
of  lord  Hale.  This  was  the  natural  and 
obrioos  meaningof  his  expreistons.  (Hear, 
hear  !  from  Mr.  Wynn.j  He  would  not 
be  prevented  by  any  vociferation,  however 
offensive,  from  declaring  his  opinion.  He 
extolled  the  value  and  anthority  of  sir  J, 
Davis's  Reports,  and  observed  that  the 
Resolution  before  the  House  did  not  imply 
that  the  prerogative  was  to  be  exercised 
without  consent  of  parliament. 

Mr.  Wpm  vindicated  the  right  of  ererv 
member  to  interrupt  another  when  ad* 
vancing  unsupported  assertions,  and  ob- 
served that  the  case  in  Ireland,  mentioned 
in  the  Reports  alluded  tt,  took  place  at  a 
period  when  Judges  travelled  m  Ireland 
in  the  midst  of  an  army. 

Mr.  Tiernty  said  that  as  a  former  Amend- 
ment for  omitting  certain  words  in  the 
Resolution  had  been  rejected,  he  should 
m<lve  that  there  be  added*  to  it-these  words 
"  and  that  it  is  expedient  to  declare  it'' 

Mr.  Gnnitii;  said,  be  was  .indebted  to 
the  right  hon.  mover  for  thns  giving  him 
an  opportunity  to  remark,  that  the  pre^ 
vogative  of  altering  the  dienomination  of 
the  coin  having  been  limited  and  defined 
by  a  positive  statute,  he  coold  not  con- 
ceive what   motive   could    induce    any 
member  to  call  upon  tha  House  to  con* 
tradict  by  its  Resolutions  the  written  law 
of  the  land.    If  in  conformity  to  snch  a 
resolution,  a .  proclamjition  should  appear 
to»morrow  for  altering  or  lowering  the 
standard,  even  by  a  single  grain,  oF  our 
currency,  anv  man  acting  in  obedience  to 
it  would  subject  himself  to  all   the  pe- 
nalties  of  the  law.      With  this  convic- 
tion, he  intended,  therefore,  if  the  rip:ht 
hon.   gent.'s  Amendment  should  be  re- 
jected, to  propose  in  lieu  of  it  the  follow- 
ing addition — *'  and  that  the' weight  and 
fineness  of  the  gold  and   silver  required 
to  be  contained  in  the  coins  of  the  realm 
are*fixed  and  ascertained  by  14  Geo.  3 
cap.  00." 

Mr.  Ponumbv,  though  fully  sensible  of 
the  value  of  lord  Halo's  opinion,  knew 
that  both  he  and  lord  Coke  sometimes 
committed  mistakes  in  point  of  law  :  and 
that  he  thought  that  sir  Wm*  Blackstont, 
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who  had  all  their  light,  was  a  great  autho*, 
rity  too.  Sir  John  I>ivis  laid  down  such 
doctrines  in  favour  of  prerogative  occa- 
sionally, that  if  any  lawyer  in  West- 
minster-hall should  think  proper  to  main- 
tain them  at  present,  it  would  not  much 
conduce  to  his  reputation. 

Mr.  Tiemey's  Amendment  was  then 
put  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Canning  then  brought  forward  his 
amendment,  stating  in  addition,  that  the 
weight  of  gold  and  jiilver  was  fixed  by 
the  14th  Greo.  3,  cap.  96,  which  aft^r  a 
short  conversation  was  negatived. 

The  second  Resolution  was  then  put 
and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  'Fiemey  stated  it  to  be  his  intention 
to  move  an  amendment  to  the  third  Reso- 
lution, and  he  was  anxious  that  the  whole 
question  should  be  adjourned. 

The  Chancdiar  qf  the  Exchequer  opposed 
the  adjournment. 

Mr.  Tiem^  said  this  was  unfair,  as  he 
had  never  been  able  to  get  an  opportunity 
of  delivering  his  sentiments. 

After  some  further  discassion  the  ques- 
tion was  adjourned  till  to*morrow« 
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Wednesdd^,  May  15. 

Rbporm  op  Paeliambnt.]     Mr.  Brand 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  bis 
notice  of  a  motion  on  the  subject  of  Par* 
Itamentary  Reform,  which  stood  for  that 
day.    Although  this  was  a  subject  of 'the 
most  importai\t  description,  yet  for  the 
convenience  of   his  friends  and  of  the 
House,  be  had  agreed  to  postpone  his  mo- 
tion.   It  was  with  great  inconvenience  to 
himself  that  he  did  so,  as  he  was  under  the 
necessity  of  going  to  the  country  imme* 
dialely,  on  business  that  could  not  be  neg- 
lected.    If  be  had  brought  it  on  that  night, 
however,,  he  was  aware  that  the  House, 
after  the  tedious. and  interesting  discus* 
sions  in  which  they  had   for  some  time 
been  engaged,  would  hardly  have  been 
able  to  attend  to  the  subject  of  his  rootioQ^ 
in  a  way  suitable  to  its  importance.  With 
the  leave  of  the  House,  therefore,  he  would 
withdraw  his  motion  for  the  .present.     He 
could  not  exactly  fix  a  day  for  bringing 
it  on;   but  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  do  so 
early  in  the  ensuing  month. 

Public  Education  in  Irbland.]  Mr. 
Weiicilty  Pole  said  he  rose,  in  porsuatoce  of 
the  notice  he  gave  a  few  days  ago,  to 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  ap« 
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point  CottmiAsipBert  of  i^bKc 
edttcWQQ  in  Ir«lmiid,  and  for  the  regula- 
tion of  sof  eral  endowed  efammar  ocbooli. 
With  tbe  permissioa  of  tbe  Homer  he 
would  trespa«s  for  a  few  moments  upon 
ll[\pir  time,  while  h^  explained  the  nature 
and  object  of  a  BiU  which  be  meant  ta  pro* 
poie.     In  tbe  yeai;  }^0&,  Commissioners 
were  appointed  in  Ireland  for  the  purpose 
of  inquiring  into  tbe  statx)  of  tlie  dilierent 
places  of  public  educatico  in  Ireland,  and 
into  tbcir  funds.    This  was  a  revival  of  a 
former  Cgmmission^  and  under  tbe  law, 
tbe  lord  lieutenant  bad  the  power  of  ap- 
pointiob^  six  Commisaionprs,  five  of  them 
taken  from  the  Commissioners  of  Charita* 
ble  Bequests.    These  Commisiioners  bad 
made  reporu  upon  tbe  slatft  of  tbe  scbeols, 
they  bavii^  fat  since  tbe  year  \%M,  and 
paid  tbe  utmost  atiealion  to  tjw  subject 
They  bad  given  no  letl  than  eleven  dif* 
ferent  reports  upon  the  stale  of  tbe  follow* 
ing  schools,  namely » the  free  schools  upon 
the  royal  fouBdaitoii,  tboas  insiiteied  by 
private  individuals^  the  Protestant  Cbarter 
schools*  the  free  schools  under  the  act  of 
queen   £liaabeth,  Wilson's  hospital,  tlie 
Blue*coat  school,  the  Hibernian    school, 
the  Foundling  hospitali  Erasmus  Smyth's 
school,ahe  Hibernian  Marine  school,  and 
also  the  Parish  scboolt.     Those  who  had 
looked  at  th6se  reports  would  find  that 
theyembtaded  a  great  variety  of  objects 
of  (he  utiBoai  importance,  and  that  they 
aialed  the  esrtreese  difl&colty  the  Commis* 
aioners  found  in  determining  how  to  ar^ 
range  them.    The  Commissioners  had  re- 
coni  mended  the  adoption  of  various  al* 
teta^ioiis,  but  they  had  at  the  same  time 
left  it  open  to  Parliament  lo  decide  upon 
Ike  beat  mode  itf  proceeding.    Upon  re- 
ceiving these  reports,  the  best  method 
appeared  to  be  to  collect  all  tbe  snggea- 
ttona  o£  the  Cemmissioners  together,  and 
fee  frame  from  them  tbe  skeleton  of  an 
ad  of  Parliaisent^    After  they  were  em*^ 
bodied  nito  tbe  shape  of  an  act,  it  was 
tvansmitted  to  the  ConMsissioners  for  £dn- 
catioB,  and  Ihey  were  desired  to  make  al- 
toKKlions,  if  necessary.    Tbey  accordingly 
leuirand  it   in  the  shape  in  which  the 
aheuld  BOW  take  the  liberty  of  soboiitling 
it  to  the  House.    But  upon  a  subject  of 
snch  ioipertarice  be  felt  it  aJso  to  be  bis 
duty  to  put  the  Honse  in  possession  ofthe 
ideas  ofthe  Commissioners,  and  then  let  the 
whole  natter  lay  ever  till  next  session  in 
Ofder  that  the  flUoal  ample  time  might  be 
fiven  for  the  consideration  of  a  subject 
•istach  inunanBi  inpertanoL  •   k  m/qM, 
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bo#ever  be  necessary  for  him  to  ilate  tbe 
general  outline  of  the  Bill,  as  it  came  front 
the  Commissioners,  and  the  riew  vritb 
which  it  bad  been  framed.     It  appeared 
that  it  would  be  extremely  desirable  that 
there  slwuld  be  some  mode  adopted  in 
order  to  bring  ihene  various  institutioDS 
under  some  set  of  persons  competent  to 
undertake  the  centroul  of  such  matters^ 
and  therefore  the  Bill  goes  to  appoint 
Commissioners  for  that  purpose,  with  suck 
restrictions  as  might  be  thought  necessMry 
upon  further  investigation  of  tbe  subject; 
and  also  to  give  them  the  management  cS 
their  funds,  according  to  the  nature  of  tbe 
several  grants  by  wbich  they  originally 
became  fraened.     Opinions  were  taken  of 
respectable  persons  who  now  are  Com* 
missioners  of  Education,  and  also  of  the 
lord  chancellor,  and  the  idea  suggested 
vras,  to  appoint  six  Comm  issioner%  amongst 
whom  the  following  were  to  be  selected, 
namely,  the  Lord  Primate,  the  archbishop 
of  Dublin,  tbe  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the 
King's  Bendb,  and  the  provost  of  Trinity 
College,  and  four  to  be  appointed  by  tna 
lord  Keatenant,  in  order  that  there  might 
always  be  a  sufficient  number  to  attend  to 
tbe  .duties  of  the  office.    Many  of  the  in- 
sdtutions  which  he  had  mentioned,  vrire 
conducted  by  tbe  most  respectable  per* 
sons,  and  in  a  manner  highly  beneficial  to 
the  public ;  and  it  was  at  first  suagested 
that  8e\*eral  of  tbe  schools  sboald  be  ex* 
cepted  from  the  controol  of  the.  Commis- 
sioners, particularly  the  Poundling  Hos« 
Sital,  and  the  Protestant  charter  schools, 
^ut  when  the  Bill  was  returned  from  the 
Commissioneca^  it  Appeared  that  tbey  had 
struck  out  all  the  excepted  cases  but  one, 
viz.  the  scbools  of  Erasmus  Smith.     It 
would,  however,  be.  for  the  House  to  d»* 
Ermine  whether  any  or  what  exceptions 
should  be  made.     In  the  BilK  it  would  be 
found  that  an  an  attempt  bad  been  made 
to  embody  many  of  tbe  observations  njade 
by  the  Commissioners  in  their  reports. 
Among  the  subjects  thus  taken  up,  the 
most  prominent  were  tbe  Diocesan  schools. 
It  appeared  that  by  law  there  ought  to  be 
one  diocesan  school  in  every  diocese,  one* 
third  of  the  expencea  of  which  was  to  be 
paid  by  the  orninary,  and  tbe  remaining 
two*thrrdft  by  the  cl<?rgy  and  from  the 
tithes.    Upon  inquiry  it  turned  out,  how* 
ever,  that  there  were  but  ten  diocesan 
scbools  established  in  Ireland.     It  there- 
fore became  necessary  that  some  steps 
Id  be  ttiam  upon  this  subject,  and 
ngdatimis  wefo  therefore 
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dac6d  into  the  Bill  for  that  porpose.  The 
kit  report  of  the  CommisBionert,  ijdiich 
wee  vpon  the  perish  i^hoolty  geve  a  Tery 
iiii&Tdiirabie  account  indeed  of  them. — 
By  the  act  of  Elisabeth,  parish  schools 
were  established  in  every  parish  in  Ireland, 
and  the  clergyman  of  the  parish  was  bonnd 
to  keep  them.  It  was  a  most  important 
iac|»  that  op  to  this  day  no  clergyman 
could  be  inducted  into  a  living  in  4relaQd 
withoQt  taking  an  oath  that  he  would  keep, 
or  cause  to  be  kept,  a  school  in  the  parish. 
Instead,  however,  of  keeping  the  school, 
the  usual  course  was  for  the  clergyman  to 
pay  forty  shillings  a  year  to  some  person 
to  keep  a  school,  or  put  the  money  in  his 
pocket,  just  as  be  pleased.  When  the 
commissioners  called  first  for  the  returns 
from  the  different  parishes,  of  the  number 
of  achools,  they  received,  out  of  1120 
parishes,  837  reports,  by  which  it  appears 
that  at  that  time  there  were  361  schools. 
In  1809  the  Commissioners  made  another 
applioation  for  reports,  and  it  appeared 
that  in  730  benefices  there  were  54U 
achools.  So  far  the  case  was  rather  better 
than  on  the  former  occasion.  In  the  first 
instance  it -was  stated,  that  there  were 
11,000  children  educated,  and  in  the 
latter  93,000;  but  it  did  not  appear  that 
these  schools  were  well  regulated ;  be 
propeeed  to  put  them  under  the  controul 
of  Commissioners :  but  he  feared  there 
was  no  prospect  of  their  being  able  to  tU 
fcct  any  great  improvement  in  that  most 
material  branch  of  the  whole  concern. 
The  Commissioners  had  only  one  more 
report  to  make ;  and  that  was  upon  the 
general  system  of  education  in  Ireland, 
but  it  was  hopeless  to  look  for  any  ini* 
provement  that  did  not  emanate  from  the 
parish  schook;  they  most  be  the  founda- 
tion of  whatever  was  done.  Mr.  Pole 
then  read  some  extracts  from  the  Report, 
and  said  that  the  duke  of  Richmond,  upon 
receiving  it,  directed  that  a  letter  should 
be  written  to  the  Commissioners,  calling 
their  attention  particularly  to  this  paft  of 
the  subject,  and  directing  them  to  form  a 

K*  in  for  a  general  systenv  of  education. 
ey  were  now  engaged  upon  that  plan, 
and  he  hoped  that  during  the  recess  .they 
would  be  able  to  give  such  information 
ai  would  enable  government  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  an  uniform  system,  rie  had 
no  besitdtion,  however,  in  saying  in  this 
early  stage  of  the  business,  that  in  con- 
tidaring  how  this  matter  was  to  be  brought 
to  bear,  be  should  look  to  the  oath  taken 
by  the  Pkoteetvii  clergymen^  and  see 


whether  they  ought  not  to  a-  certain  do* 
gree  to  bear  the  ezpence  of  the  establish- 
ment. He  should  not  trouble  the  House 
further  at  present,  and  therefore  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  in  the  Bill  for  the  pur* 
poses  above  mentioned; 

Sir  Jokn  Newport  fegretted  that  thert 
were  some  schools  in  Ireland  not  men«> 
tioned  in  the  Report  of  the  commissioners. 
He  disapproved  of  increasing  the  salaries 
of  masters  too  much,  as  it  would  have  e 
tendency  to  make  them  negligent;  and 
insisted  that  no  schools  should  be  exempt* 
ed  from  the  superintending  power.  Ht 
was  surprised  that  those  who  held  diocesef 
in  Ireland,  and  were  bound  by  oath  to  in* 
struct  a  certain  number  of  pupils  as  pre* 
scribed  by  law,  should  have  neglected  to 
comply  with  it.  Ttie  commissioners,  he 
thought,  ought  to  have  power  to  compej 
erer^  parish  to  make  a  return ;  and  the 
fair  inference,  he  thought,  from  neglect* 
ing  to  make  returns  was,  that  they  were 
conscious  of  having  omitted  their  doty. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  hoped  that  the  actual 
formation  and  execution  of  the  plan  aU 
loded  to  by  the  right  hon.  mover,  would 
not  be  long  delayed.  The  commission 
had  already  existed  10  years,  and  some* 
thing  should  be  done.  He  was  satisfied 
that  that  man  would  be  the  greatest  bene* 
factor  of  Ireland,  and  of  this  country  also, 
who  succeeded  best  in  the  promotion  of 
education,  and  by  that  means  in  the  pro* 
motion  of  virtue  and  good  morals. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  tho 
Bill. 

RbFOIT  or  TBX  BUILION  COMMITTBX.] 

The  House  resumed  the  adjourned  con* 
sideration  of  the  fifteen  last  of  the  Reso* 
lotions  which  were  yesterday  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House; 
to  whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  fur* 
therof  the  Report  which,  in  the  \r\9i  ses* 
sion  of  P^liament,  was  made  from  the 
Select  Committee  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  cause  of  the  high  price  of  Bullion, 
and  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  off 
the  circulating  mediom,  and  of  the  ex- 
changes between  Great  Britain  and  fo* 
reign  parU.  The  Third  Resolution  was 
then  read :  vis. 

**  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
"  this  Committee,  That  the  promissory 
'*  notes  of  the  compsny  have  hitherto 
•*  been,  and  are  at  this  time,  held  in  pub- 
•*  lie  estimation  to  be  equivalent  to  the 
•'  legal  coin  of  the  realm,  and  generally 
^  accepted  aa  such  in  all  pecuniary  trans« 
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tjm  pmpoied  DO  remdy  for  tbe  mk 
which  were  acknowledged  to  exist  He 
eaw  sreat  danger  in  proclaiining  to  the 
world,  that  our  enemy  had  brought  os 
into  a  titoattou  of  unparalleled  embarraaa- 
loentaf  unless  tbe  meains  of  getting  out  of 
them  were  also  pointed  oul  It  appeared 
to  bim  most  ridiculous  for  tbe  House  t^  lell 
the  people  what  the  public  estimation  was 
respecting  Bank  noiesj  foK.the  public  must 
be  at  least  as  good  jodtfcn  of  that  as  the 
House.  The  first  Resolution  was,  in  sub* 
stance,  that  aa  we  could  not  contrive  to 
make  our  currency  conform  to  tbe  standard, 
it  was  a  part  of  tbe  royal  prerogative  to 
nake  the  standard  conform  to  the  currency. 
There  was  atjeast  this  difference  between 
those  who  agreed  with  the  Report  and  those 
who  oppoaed  it«  that  the  one  proposed  some 
remedy,  and  the  other  proposed  none. 
The  right,  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Vansittnrl),  in- 
atead  of  propoainp^  any  remedy,  contented 
himself  with  stating  generally  wha^  every 
body  Imew  before,  namely,  that  it  woukl 
be  advisable  that  the  Bank  should  resume 
cash  payments  as  soon  as  it  could  codtc- 
nientfy.  He,  of  course,  could  not  wish  for 
such  a  premature  resumption  of  payments, 
or  so  great  a  limitation  of  issues  as  to  pro- 
duce Tf  ry  great  incoorenience  to  the  go- 
Temment  or  to  the  trade  of  tbe  country. 
Bat  although  some  ioconyenience  would 
probably  result  from  any  limitation  of  the 
issues,  yet  in  the  midst  of  a  most  ezpensiTe 
war,  we  must  be  prepared  for  some  incon* 
leniencies.  The  right  hon.  gcni.  (Mr. 
Vansittart)  had  spoken  of  a  certain  mad- 
nan  in  AbyBsinia;  but  it  appeared  to  bim 
that  nothiuff  more  ridiculous  could  occur 
to  tbe  mind  of  any  madman  in  Abyssinia, 
or  out  of  it,  than  that  great  and  expensive 
wars  were  to  be  carried  on  without  any 
pressure  or  inconvenience  being  felt ;  and 
yet  this  appeared  tp  he  the  system  of  mi* 
nisters.  They  seemed  to  think  that  by 
the  dexterous  device  of  substituting  a  paper 
currency  for  money,  the  country  might 
be  made  to  carry  on  the  most  expensive 
war  without  feeUng  any  prcHiure  at  all. 
They  no  longer  now  supported  the  Bank 
restriction  on  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
net  was  originally  brought  is,  but  they 
aeomed  now  to  stand  up  for  it  as  a  system 
good  in  itself,  and  productive  of  f<reat  be- 
ne&t  to  Uie  country.  The  measure  was 
first  proposed  on  absolute  necessity,  and 
for  tne  public  safety;  it  was  now  sim- 
pocted  aa  a  system  of  advantage  to  the 
pabli<S«  A|(aittst  this  new  system,  and 
ihois  doGtiuiea#  bo  jnoat  nlwaya give  '* 
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decided  opposition.  He  then  refeived  to  a 
book  which  had  been  often  quoted  in  the 
course  of  this  diseoasion,  and  of  which  he 
thought  moat  highly,  that  of  the  earl  of 
Liverpool  on  coins.  Hia  lordship  in  one 
passage  seemed  to  have  foreseen  thasye* 
tern  which  was  now  supported.  He  says 
that  some  persons  fancy  they  have  disco- 
vered that  tbe  gold  and  silver  might  safely 
be  sent  out  of  the  country,  and  a  paper 
currency  substituted.  This  practice,  hom^ 
ever,,  went  directly  to  encourage  over* 
trading,  and  to  tbe  exercise  of  unworthy 
artifices  to  support  the  credit  of  ruined 
adventurers.  In  every  commercial  conn* 
tr^,  capiial  was  absolutely  necessary,  and 
coins  shoold  be  made  and  kept  as  perfectly 
as  possible  to  tbe  standard.  Lord  Liver* 
pool  seemed  in  this  publication  to  have 
foreseen  that  a  time  woold  come  when  per* 
sons  would  contend  that  tbe  way  to  carry 
on  wars  was  to  send  tbe  geld  out  of  the 
country » and  in  the  place  of  it  to  adopt  e 
paper  circulation.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
then  proceeded  to  state  his  Amendment,* 
which  was  in  substance,  **  That  it  was 
highly  important  that  the  Bank  restriction 
should  be  removed  at  as  early  a  period  as 
possible,  and  that  during  the  continnaiioa 
of  it,  it  was  tbe  duty  of  the  Directors  to 
regulate  their  issues,  on  the  principles  upoo 
which  they  were  governed,  while  they 
were  obliged  to  soieke  cash  payments.'^ 
He  should  certainly  object  to  naming  a 
day  upon  which  the  Bank  should  be  oh* 
ligtfd  to  reftume  its  payments,  but  he  wished 
to  Uy  down  some  principles  by  which  the 
Bank  might  understand  the  meaning  of 
the  House.  He  thought  that  if  tbe  House 
now  laid,  down  such  a  principle,  tbry 
would  do  all  that  was  at  present  necessary 
to  be  done.  He  believed  that  a  gentle 
hint  would  be  quite  sufficient  to  the  Bank 
Directors.  Hitherto,  they  were  warranted 
in  conceiving  that  it  was  the  wish  of  par* 
I  lament  that  they  ahoold  inake  abundant 
issues.  Since  the  restriction,  the  public 
had  borrowed  firom  them  two  separate 
sums  of  three  millions  each,  without  inte- 
rest. What  could  the  Bank  judge  from 
this,  but  that  it  was  expected  that  they 
ahoold  make  abundant  issues  i  Before  the 
restriction,  they  conducted  themselves  on 
the  souiul,  honest  principles  of  banking, 
and  refused  an  advance  of  money  to  Mr. 
Pitt,  even  in  his  plenitude  of  power,  al* 
though  be  stated  it  to  be  absolutely  necea* 
sary  for  some  operations  in  the  Austrian 
war.  At  that  time,  the  necessary  care  of 
their  owo  inlereita  obliged  then  to  mfoae 
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him  ;  ttnd  he  hoped  that  they  would  a^ain  i  witl  produce  a  third  syitein,  that  will  pro* 


return  to  the  toand  priociples'of  hankiog^ 
and  no  longer  suppose,  that  it  was  onder- 
•tood,  that  goTemment  and  themselves 
were  to  participate  in  all  the  advantages 
which  could  be  made  of  forcing  a  paper 
currency  upon  this  country^  in  the  place 
of  the  lawful  money  of  the  realm.    Such 
a  declaration   as  be  had    stated  in  the 
Amendment  he  had  read,  would  in  his 
opinion  lay  the  foundation  of  retracing  our 
steps,  and  recovering  from  the  evils  which 
were  obvious,  iind  which  wei«  confessed 
by  all  sides.    This  course  he  colic!eived 
better  than  fixing  a  day  for  the  resumption 
of  cash  payments,  and  much  better  than 
the  set  of  Resolutions  submitted  by  a  right 
hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Vanstttart),  who  proposed 
BO  remedy  at  all.    The  right  hon.  gent, 
eoncluded  by  moving   the  Amendment 
which  he  had  stated  in  his  speech. 
Sir  John  Smelair  rose  and  said  : 
Mr.  Speaker;    I  should  not  probably 
have  troubled  the  House  at  so  late  a  period 
of  the  discussion,  af^er  the  doctrines  con- 
tained in  the  Bullion  Report,  had  heeti  so 
ably  recited  by  several  respect'aWe  mem* 
bera,  had  I  not  been  personally  alluded  to 
in  the  coarse  of  these  debates,  by  an  hon. 
gent.  (Mr.  Whitbread).  as  having  become 
a  proselyte  to  new  opinions.    This  is  a 
point  which  I  think  it  necessary  to  ex- 
plain.   In  the  year  1707, 1  happened  to  be 
a  member  of  the  House,  when  the  restric- 
tion on  the  pa3rmento  of  cash  at  the  Bank 
of  England  was  first  establi9hed.    I  was 
then  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  continua- 
tion of  that  restriction  would  be  injurious 
to  the  commercial  and  general  interests  of 
the  country,  and  that  it  was  possible  to 
fbrm  a  plan  by  which  the  payment  of  cash 
at  the  »ink  might  soon  be  resumed.  Those 
ideas  I  stated  to  the  public  in  a  short  tract, 
which  has  often  been  tnridiously  quoted 
by  those  who  concur  in  the  doctrines  of 
the  Bullion  Committee.     It  ts  absurd,  hoHv- 
ever,  to  contend,  that  the  opinions  of  men, 
like  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Persians, 
shonid  be  perfectly  unalterable,  and  that 
no  change  of  circumstances,  no  further  ex- 
perience, no  new  and  decisive  facts,  should 
niaka  any  impression  on  the  mind  of  one, 
anxim|B  lo  ascertain  the  truth,  and  open  to 
conviction.    My  object  then  was,  to  main- 
tain a  system  which  I  thought  had  mate- 
rially tended  to  promote  the  prosperity  of 
the  country.    My  object  now  is,  to  main- 
tain another  system,  which  I  am  convinced 
haa answered  the  public  inlcrpst  better; 
and  If  the  hon.  gent.>  (Mr.  Wfaitbtead), 


mote  the  public  interest  more  effectually 
than  either,  it  wiH  find  a  friend  and  advo- 
cate in  me. 

In  regard  to  the  general  subject,  con* 
nected"  with  the  Bullion  Report,  it  haa 
been  so  ably  discussed  in  the  debatca 
which  have  already  taken  place  in  thii 
House,  and  has  been  so  fully  treated  of, 
not  only  in  an  endless  succession  of 
pamphlets^  but  in  daily,  weekly,  monthly^ 
quarterly,  and  every  other  species  of  p&* 
riodical  publication,  that  it  seems  to  be  in 
a  great  measure  exhausted.  I  should  wish, 
however,  with  the  pennissionof  the  House, 
very  shortly  to  state  to  it«  first,  the  nature 
of  our  paper  currency  at  this  time,  ac« 
cording  to  my  conception  of  it ;  and  next, 
to  point  out  hdw  that  Currency  differs 
from  those  of  America  and  of  France, 
which  were  at  first  depreciated,  and  af- 
terwards totally  failed.  It  is  the  more 
necessary  to  dwell  upon  that  circumstance, 
as  the  members  of  the  Bullion  Committee, . 
and  their  abettors  out  of  doors,  take  ad- 
vantage  of  those  failures,  to  throw  a  slur 
on  the  solidity  of  our  medium  of  circula- 
tion, though  in  point  of  fact  there  ia  no 
earthly  resemblance  between  them. 

An  hon.  fHend  of  mine  (Mr.Daviea 
Giddy),  who  has  spoken  with  great  abi* 
lity  on  this  question,  but  who  has  giten 
way  to  an  unfortunate  bias  in  favour  o^ 
the  Bullion  system,  in  the  course  of  one 
of  our  late  debates,  divided  currencies  into 
two  sorts,  one  possessing  an  intrinsic,  and 
the  other  an  ideal  value.  I  am  rather  in* 
dined,  however,  to  prefer  the  terms,  me- 
tallic, and  representative. 

In  regard  to  a  metallic  currency,  it  is 
singular  that  in  China,  which  contains  the 
greatest  mass  of  population  ever  collected 
under  one  government,  (it  is  stated  by 
Mr.  Barrow  at  above  three  hundred  mil- 
lions of  souls),  the  precious  metals  should 
be  considered  merely  as  merchatxlize,  and 
that  when  foreign  Coins  are  even  imported 
into  that  country,  they  should  be  imme« 
diately  converted  into  ingots  of  silfer, 
and  what  are  called  shoes  of  gold.  It  ap* 
pears  from  a  work  oTaothority  lately  pun* 
lished  (Kelly's  Cambist),  that  there  is  but 
one  kmd  of  money  in  China,  which  ii 
used  fcrr  small  payments,  cafled  canh,  con- 
sisting of  six  parts  copper  and  four  parta 
lead;  it  is  not  coined,  but  cast,  with  a 
square  hole  in  the  middle,  by  means  of 
which  it  is  carried  about  like  beads,  pn  a 
string  or  wire.  I  do  not  mean  to  contend, 
that  oohi  is  not  extremely  convenient  for 
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making  the  smaller  payments :  and  I 
should  have  nq 'objection  to  see  it  as  cur* 
rent  as  is  requisite,  in  all  our  pecuniary* 
transactions.  But  the  state  of  China  is  a 
sufficient  proof,  that  coining  the  precious 
raeials  is  not  indispensably  necessary  for 
a  populous,  civilized,  and  commercial 
people,  and  hence  that  all  the  ingenious 
speculations  regarding  tlie  necessity  of 
having  gold  and  silver  in  coin,  or  pos- 
sessing a  fixed  standard  of  value  in  coined 
gold  or  silver,  to  which  every  thing  can 
be  referred,  however  necessary  it  may  ap- 

fiear  to  the  theorist,  is  not  essential  in  prac« 
ice.  It  would  be  an  amusing  spectacle  tosee 
the  hon.  gent.,  (Mr.  Huskisson},  endea* 
Touring  to  convince  a  Chinese  Mandarin, 
that  his  country  must  be  in  a  state  of  ruin, 
because  it  possessed  no  standard,  and  be- 
cause no  coins  of  gold  or  silver  were  to  be 
met  with  in  its  circulation. 

As  to  the  currency  ,  which  prevails  in 
this  country  at  this  time,  to  which  the 
name  representative  may  be  properly  ap- 
plied, it  may  be  defined,  "  a  species  of 
paper  money,  issued  for  value,  represent* 
ing  actual  property,  convertible  into  every 
species  of  goods  at  will,  receivable  at  the 
Exchequer,  and  returning,  at  no  great  dis- 
tance of  time,  to  the  coffers  whence  it  was 
issued." 

The  advantages  of  such  a  currency  are 
very  great.  I.  It  is  procured  with' little 
trouble,  and  at  no  expense,  and  supersedes 
the  necessity  of  exporting  goods  or  pro- 
perty to  the  extent  of  many  millions, 
merely  to  obtain  a  medium  of  circulation. 
2.  It  need  never  be  diminished  in  its 
amount ;  on  the  contrary,  it  may  be  in- 
creased, whenever  the  circumstances  of 
the  nation  require  it,  a  point  of  infinite 
moment,  and  the  advantages  of  which 
Hume  has  ably  described.  3.  It  enables 
a  country,  without  inconvenience,  to  ex- 
port its  metallic  wealth,  for  carrying  on 
necessary  wars,  or  purchasing  crain  in 
times  of  scarcity  or  famine.  4.  it  is  the 
means,  both  directly  and  indirectly,  of 
making  important  additions  to  the  revenue, 
and  creates  a  saving  to  the  country  of 
those  expences  which  coinage  continually 
occasions,  and  that  to  a  considerable 
amount.  In  the  reign  of  king  William 
alone,  it  cost  us  above  three  millions, 
without  our  deriving  any  advantage  from 
it  whatever.  5.  It  makes  a  nation  inde- 
pendent of  all  other  countries  for  its  me- 
dium of  circulation,  a  point  of  infinite  mo- 
ment, more  especially  in  time  of  war ;  and, 
in  ihe  last  place,  what  makei  me  peca- 

6 


K^ort '(/  ike  BuUion  CornmUiee.  (|  IflO 

liarly  attached  to  tbe  system,  is  this,  that 
it  possesses. a  species  of  magical  influence 
on  the  internal  prosperity  of  a  natiion. 
Even  in  the  midst  of  a  long  and  expensive 
war,we  see  its  effects — industry  abounds— 
agriculture  flourishes — commerce  and  ma* 
nufactures  have  increased*-money  is  pro- 
curable at  a  moderate  rate  of  interest — the 
public  revenue  becomes  every  year  more 
and  more  productive — public  loans  are  ob- 
tain ed  to  any  amount,  and  on  cheaper  term^ 
and  every  species  of  domestic  improve- 
ment, as  roads,  bridges,  canals,  harbours, 
public  edifices  of  various  descriptions,  en- 
closures, pli^tations,  cultivation  of  wastes, 
&c.  all  these  proofs  of  national  prospe- 
rity, are  carried  on  with  a degreeof  energy, 
and,  more  especially  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, are  multiplied  to  an  extent,  not  to 
be  equalled  in  any  other  period  even  of 
our  own  history,  and  far  less  in  that  of 
any  other  country  in  the  universe* 

Perhaps  the  world  never  witnessed  sech 
a  scene  as  Great  Britain  has  lately  exhi- 
bited ;  with  the  one  band  we  have  been 
spreading  cultivation  over  our  own  soil, 
and  carrying  on  the  commerce  of  the  ani- 
verse;  whilst  with  the  other,  we  have 
fought  successfuUv  against  the  tyrant  of 
the  continent,  ana  all  his  millions  of  sub- 
jects. Our  empire  of  the  sea  we  have 
confirmed— we  drove  the  French  out  of 
Egypt — Portugal  has  been  rescued-^he 
emancipation  of  Spain,  is,  I  trust,  at  no 
preat  distance— every  possession  belong- 
mg  to  the  enemy  in  both  the  Indies  has 
been  subdued.  And  shall  we  throw  awav 
all  these  advantages,  arising  from  abund- 
ant circulation,  (for  on  that  they  depend), 
and  obtained  during  the  reign  of  a  paper 
currency  not  convertible  into  coin  ?  Shall 
we  dismiss  a  fleet  that  rules  the  ocean  ? 
Shall  we  disband  an  army  the  terror  of 
its  opponents  ?  Shall  we  destroy  those  re- 
sources which,  if  properly  applied,  wiky 
yet  humble  Napoleon  to  the  dust  ?  And 
shall  we  submit  ourselves  to  a  ferocious, 
and  to  a  conouered  enemy  ?  because  a 
band  of  speculative  politicians,  the  Mi- 
dases  of  modern  times,  who  wish  to  con- 
vert every  thing  they  touch  into  gold ; 
who  seem  to  care  but  little  what  experi- 
ments they  try  with  the  prosperity  of  the 
country,  provided  they  can  gain  a  petty 
triumph,  by  effecting  a  reduction  in  Ihe 
price  of  their  favourite  metalS|  or  diminish- 
mg  by  a  few  groats  or  stivers,  the  rate  of 
our  exchange;  who,  contrary  to  the  evi- 
dence that  was  brought  before  them,  and 
in  oppositioQ  to  the  knowledge,  and  to  the 
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conTfCticn  of  so  Itrge  a  proportion  of  their 
fiellow  subjects,  ventured  to  report  to  this 
HoQse,  some  months  ago,  that  our  currency 
was  depreciated,  and  stijl  persist  in  main- 
taining so  groundless  an  assertion.  But 
how  does  it  appear  that  our  currency  is 
depreciated }  Is  it  not  receired  as  ralue 
in  all  pecuniary  transactions  ?  Will  it 
not  procure  every  neces8ar3%  every  com- 
fort, and  every  luxurvi  of  life  ?  With  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  cannot  the  holderof  them 

Purchase  the  most  magnificent  mansion 
ouse  that  can  be  erected,  with  all  its  fur- 
niture and  decorations?  Or  will  they  not 
he  received  in  exchange,  for  the  finest,  the 
largest  and  the  best  conditioned  estate  that 
the  kingdom  boasts  of  ?  And  yet  our  cur- 
rency is  depreciated.  Whence  can  have 
originated  this  perversion  in  the  ideas  of 
tbesemodern  Midases?  With  whatdelight 
would  the  Phrygian  sage  have  witnes^d 
the  deliberations  of  the  Bullion  Com- 
mittee !  His  spirit  must  have  inspired 
some  of  the  weightiest  and  profoundest 
paragraphs  in  their  massy  Report.  I  wish 
most  sincerely,  that  a  dip  in  the  Thames, 
the  Tweed,  or  the  Shannon,  would  prove 
as  effectual  a  remedy  for  their  metallic 
phrenz^es,  as  Midas  found  was  the  case, 
when  he  was  fortunately  immersed  in  the 
waters  of  the  Pactolus.  I  hope,  at  any 
rate,  that  we  shall  soon  see  an  end  put  to 
these  Phrygian  doctrines,  and  to  the  Mi- 
dassian  system  of  the  Committee. 

Havini^  endeavoured  to  describe  the 
state  of  this  country,  where  a  paper  cur- 
rency is  fortunately  established,  on  prin- 
ciples amply  sufficient  to  gi&arantee  its 
stability,  let  us  next  proceed  to  consider 
the  situation  of  other  conntries,  where  a 
different  system  prevails,  and  where  the 
precious  metals  are  the  only  medium  of 
circulation.  1  shall  state  the  case  as  it  is 
given  us  by  Dupont,  in  his  Report  on  the 
Bank  of  France,  whose  authority  will  not 
be  objected  to  by  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  as  he  is  an  advocate  for 
a  paper  currency  convertible  into  coin. 
He  sa^s,  '*  in  the  Indies  the'  quantity  ef 
gold  and  silver  is  enormous,  and  yet  is 
always  insufficient.  ^  Europe  and  America 
are  constani^ly  sending  the  precious  metals 
there,  but  they  never  can  get  enough  of 
them.  The  interest  of  money  is  very  high, 
because  it  is  necessary  to  produce,  and 
often  to  advance  the  metals  in  payment. 
They  hardly  ever  admit  of  promises  or 
engagements  to  pay^  placing  no  reliance 
on  them.  The  working  peopU  are  very 
(VOL  XX.) 


poor,  and  the  rich  are  at  the  same  tim» 
wicked  and  powerful.*' 

Let  us  proceed  briefly  to  analyze  this 
statement :  "  In  the  Indies,  (he  quantity 
of  the  preciotM  metals  is  enormous,  and 
though  Europe  and  America  are  constantly 
adding  to  the  supply,  yet  they  (the  natives 
of  India)  can  never  get  enough,  of  them.'* 
—The  circulation  of  the  country,  there- 
fore, cannot  be  increased  according  to  tho 
increasiiig  demand  for  it,  an  advantage 
which  paper,  when  properly  regulated, 
possesses  in  an  eminent  degree,  and  by 
means  of  which,  a  country,  baring  inde- 
pendent of  foreign  nations  for  its  medium 
of  circulation,  can  increase  or  diminish  it 
as  its  interests  may  require. 

"  The  interest  of  inoney  is  high."— . 
What  a  misfortune !  What  a  bar  to  na» 
tional  prosperity  !  Interest  in  the  Indies  is 
said  to  be  1  percent,  per  month,  or  1 2 per 
cent,  per  annum.  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  what  the  middling  classes  of  the 
cotnmunity,  the  farmer,  the  tradesman,  the 
shopkeeper,  and'  other  industrious  de- 
scriptions of  persons,  would  say,  if  they 
were  to  be  charged  12  per  cent,  as  in* 
tcrest.  They  coold  not  carry  on  their  bo« 
siness,  without  demanding  such  enormous 
additional  prices  for  their  commodities, 
compared  to  the  quantity  of  currency  in 
circulation,  as  would  in  a  great  measure 
prevent  the  sale  of  them.- 

"  The  working  people  are  very  poor." 
— No  wonder  :  for-  wages  in  the  East 
Indies  are  only  at  the  rate  of  2{d,  per 
day.  Permit  me  to  ask,  how  the  Indus* 
trious  classes  of  the  community,  in  this 
country,  could  bear  such  a  reduction  in- 
their  wages,  and  whether  such  a  fall  in 
the  price  of  labour  is  at  all  calculated  for 
the  meridian  of  England  ?  We  are  told 
indeed,  that  when  this  mighty  project 
is  completed,  2^1'.  in  coin,  may  go  as  lar 
as  25.  6d.  in  paper.  Any  great  alteration 
in  the  value  or  amount  of  our  currency* 
however,  could  not  be  effected  without  a 
convulsion.  What  is  to  become  of  the 
merchant,  the  manufacturer,  the  landlord, 
the  farmer,  the  tradesmen  of  every  de- 
scription, whilst  this  great  and  momentous, 
operation  is  going  forward  ?  What,  in  tho 
interim,  is  to  become  of  the  revenue  ? 
What  of  the  payment  of  the  interest  of 
the  national  debt  ?  What  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  that  palladium  of  our  national  proa> 
perity  ?  What  of  the  charges  of  our  fieet } 
What  of  the  maintenance  of  our  army  ^ 
And  what  of  all  the  other  innumerable 
articles  of  expenee  incidefiiKo  tht.'  situation 
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making  the  smaller  paymeoU:  and  I 
should  have  up 'objection  to  see  it  as  cur- 
rent as  is  requisite,  in  all  our  pecuniary* 
transactions.  But  the  state  of  China  is  a 
sufficient  proof,  that  coining  the  precious 
nieials  is  not  rrtdispensably  necessary  for 
a  populous,  civilized,  and  comoiercial 
people,  and  hence  that  all  the  ingenious 
speculations  regarding  tlie  necessity  of 
having  gold  and  silver  in  coin,  or  pos- 
sessing a  fixed  standard  of  value  in  coined 
sold  or  silver,  to  which  every  thing  can 
be  referred,  however  necessary  it  may  ap- 

fiear  to  the  theorist,  is  not  essentia]  in  prac- 
ice.  It  would  be  an  amusing  spectacle  tosee 
the  hon.  gent.,  (Mr.  Huskisson),  endea- 
vouring to  convince  a  Chinese  Mandarin, 
that  his  country  must  be  in  a  state  of  ruin, 
because  it  possessed  no  standard,  and  be- 
cause no  coins  of  gold  or  silver  were  to  be 
met  with  in  its  circulation. 

As  to  the  currency  .which  prevails  in 
this  country  at  this  time,  to  which  the 
name  representative  may  be  properly  ap- 
plied, it  may  be  defined,  "  a  species  of 
paper  money,  issued  for  value,  represent- 
ing actual  property,  convertible  into  every 
species  of  goods  at  will,  receivable  at  the 
Exchequer,  and  returning,  at  no  great  dis- 
tance of  time,  to  the  coffers  whence  it  was 
issued.'' 

The  advantages  of  such  a  currency  are 
very  great.  1.  It  is  procured  with' little 
trouble,  and  at  no  expense,  and  supersedes 
the  necessity  of  exporting  goods  or  pro- 
perty to  the  extent  of  many  millions, 
merely  to  obtain  a  medium  of  circulation. 
Z  It  need  never  be  diminished  in  its 
atnount ;  on  the  contrary,  it  may  be  in- 
creased, whenever  the  circumstances  of 
the  nation  require  it,  a  point  of  infinite 
moment,  and  the  advantages  of  which 
Hume  has  ably  described.  3.  It  enables 
a  country,  without  inconvenience,  to  ex- 
port its  metallic  wealth,  for  carrying  on 
necessary  wars,  or  purchasing  grain  In 
times  of  scarcity  or  famine.  4>.  It  is  the 
means,  both  directly  and  indirectly,  of 
making  important  additions  to  the  revenue, 
and  creates  a  saving  to  the  country  of 
those  expences  which  coinage  continually 
occasions,  and  that  to  a  considerable 
amount.  In  the  reign  of  king  William 
alone,  it  cost  os  above  three  millions, 
without  our  deriving  any  advantage  from 
it  whatever.  5.  It  makes  a  nation  inde- 
pendent of  all  other  countries  for  its  me- 
dium of  circulation,  a  point  of  infinite  mo- 
ment, more  especially  in  time  of  war ;  and, 
in  the  kit  place,  what  makes  me  pecu- 
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liarly  attached  to  ibe  system,  is  this,  thai 
it  possesses. a  species  of  magical  influence 
on  the  iniernal  prosperity  of  a  nathon* 
Even  in  the  midst  of  a  long  and  expensive 
war,we  see  its  effects — industry  abounds— 
agriculture  flourishes^-commerce  and  ma- 
nufactures have  increased— money  is  pro- 
curable at  a  moderate  rate  of  interest — the 
public  revenue  becomes  every  year  more 
and  more  productive— public  loans  are  ob- 
tained to  any  amount,  and  on  cheaper  term^ 
and  every  species  of  domestic  improve- 
ment, as  roads,  bridges,  canals,  harbours^ 
public  edifices  of  various  descriptions,  en- 
closares,  plantations,  cultivation  of  wasteit 
&c.  all  these  proofs  of  national  prospe- 
rity, are  carried  on  with  a degreeof  energy, 
and,  more  especially  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, are  multiplied  to  an  extend  not  to 
be  equalled  in  any  other  period  even  of 
our  own  history,  and  far  less  in  that  of 
any  other  country  in  the  universe. 

Perhaps  the  world  never  witnessed  soch 
a  scene  as  Great  Britain  has  lately  exhi- 
bited ;  with  the  one  hand  we  have  been 
spreading  cultivation  over  our  own  soil, 
and  carrying  on  the  commerce  of  the  uni- 
verse; whilst  with  the  other,  we  have 
fought  successfully  against  the  tyrant  of 
the  continent,  and  all  his  millions  of  sub- 
jects. Our  empire  of  the  sea  we  have 
confirmed — we  drove  the  French  out  of 
Egypt — Portugal  has  been  rescued— 4he 
emancipation  of  Spain,  is,  I  trust,  at  no 
frevLi  distance— every  possession  belong- 
mg  to  the  enemy  in  both  the  Indies  hat 
been  subdued.  And  shall  we  throw  away 
all  these  advantages,  arising  from  abund- 
ant circulation,  (for  on  that  they  depend), 
and  obtained  during  the  reign  of  a  paper 
currency  not  convertible  into  coin?  Shall 
we  dismiss  a  fleet  that  rules  the  ocean  ? 
Shall  we  disband  an  army  the  terror  of 
its  opponents  ?  Shall  we  destroy  those  re- 
sources which,  if  properly  applied,  mfty 
yet  humble  Napoleon  to  the  dust  ?  And 
shall  we  submit  ourselves  to  a  ferocious, 
and  to  a  conquered  enemy  ?  because  a 
band  of  speculative  politicians,  the  Mi- 
dases  of  modern  times,  who  wish  to  con- 
vert every  thing  they  touch  into  gold ; 
who  seem  to  care  but  little  what  experi- 
ments they  try  with  the  prosperity  or  the 
country,  provided  they  can  gain  a  petty 
triumph,  by  effecting  a  reduction  in  the 
price  of  their  favourite  metalsi  or  diminish- 
mg  by  a  few  groati  or  stivers,  the  rate  of 
our  exchange;  who,  contrary  to  the  evi- 
dence that  was  brought  before  them,  and 
in  oppoiition  to  the  knowledge^  and  to  the 
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conYiction  of  so  large  a  proportion  of  their 
fellow  subjects,  yentured  to  report  to  this 
House,  some  months  ago,  that  oar  currency 
was  depreciated,  and  still  persist  in  main- 
taining so  groundless  an  assertion.  But 
Bow  does  it  appear  that  our  currency  is 
depreciated  ?  Is  it  not  received  as  Talue 
in  all  pecuniary  transactions  ?  Will  it 
not  procure  erery  necessary,  every  com- 
fort, and  every  luxury,  of  life  ?  With  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  cannot  the  holderof  them 

Eurchase  the  most  magnificent  mansion 
ouse  that  can  be  erected,  with  all  its  fur- 
niture and  decorations?  Or  will  they  not 
be  received  in  exchange,  for  the  finest,  the 
largest  and  the  best  conditioned  estate  that 
the  kingdom  boasts  of  ?  And  yet  our  cur- 
rency is  depreciated.  Whence  can  have 
originated  this  perversion  in  the  ideas  of 
tbesemodern  Midaiies?  With  what  delight 
would  the  Phrygian  soge  have  witnessed 
the  deliberations  of  the  Bullion  Com- 
mittee !  His  spirit  must  have  inspired 
some  of  the  weightiest  and  profoundest 
paragraphs  in  their  massy  Report.  I  wish 
most  sincerely,  that  a  dip  in  the  Thames, 
the  Tvieed,  or  the  Shannon,  would  prove 
as  effectual  a  remedy  for  their  metallic 
phrenz>es,  as  Midas  found  was  the  case, 
when  he  was  fortunately  immersed  in  the 
waters  of  the  Pactolus.  I  hope,  at  any 
rate,  that  we  »hall  soon  see  an  end  put  to 
these  Phrygian  doctrines,  and  to  the  Mi* 
dassian  system  of  the  Committee. 

Having  endeavoured  to  describe  the 
state  of  this  country,  where  a  paper  cur- 
rency is  fortunately  established,  on  prin- 
ciples amply  sufficient  to  guarantee  its 
stability,  let  us  next  proceed  to  consider 
the  situation  of  other  countries,  where  a 
difiTerent  system  prevails,  and  where  the 
precious  metals  are  the  only  medium  of 
circulation.  I  shall  state  the  caie  -as  it  is 
given  us  by  Dupont,  in  his  Report  on  the 
Bank  of  France,  whose  authority  will  not 
be  ol»jected  to  by  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  as  he  is  an  advocate  for 
A  paper  currency  convertible  into  coin. 
He  sa^s,  "  in  the  Indies  the  quantity  nf 
gold  and  silver  is  enormous,  and  yet  is 
always  insufficient.  Europe  and  America 
are  constancy  sending  the  precious  metals 
there,  but  they  never  can  get  enough  of 
the  m.  The  interest  of  money  is  very  high, 
because  it  is  necessary  to  produce,  and 
often  to  advance  the  metals  in  payment. 
They  hardly  ever  admit  of  promises  or 
engagements  to  pay^  placing  no  reliance 
on  them.  The  working  people  are  very 
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poor,  ftnd  the  rich  are  at  the  same  tim» 
wicked  and  powerful." 

Let  us  proceed  briefly  to  analyze  this 
statement :  **  In  the  Indies,  the  quantity 
of  the  precious  metals  is  enormous,  and 
though  Europe  and  America  are  constantly 
adding  to  the  supply,  yet  they  (the  natives 
of  India)  can  never  get  enough,  of  them." 
*-The  circulation  of  the  country,  there- 
fore, cannot  be  increased  according  to  the 
increasing  demand  for  it,  an  advantage 
which  paper,  when  properly  regulated, 
possesses  in  an  eminent  degree,  and  by 
means  of  which,  a  country,  bTTing  inde- 
pendent of  foreign  nations  for  its  medium 
of  circulation,  can  increase  or  diminish  it 
as  its  interests  may  require. 

"  The  interest  of  inoney  is  high.*'— . 
What  a  misfortune !  What  a  bar  to  na* 
tional  prosperity  !  Interest  in  the  Indies  it 
said  to  be  1  percent,  per  month,  or  12  per 
cent,  per  annum.  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  what  the  middling  classes  of  the 
community,  the  farmer,  the  tradesman,  the 
shopkeeper,  and'  other  industrious  de- 
scriptions of  persons,  would  say,  if  they 
were  to  be  charged  12  per  cent,  as  in* 
terest.  They  could  not  carry  on  their  bu- 
siness, without  demtuiding  such  enormoua 
additional  prices  for  their  commodities, 
compared  to  the  quantity  of  currency  in 
circulation,  as  would  in  a  great  measure 
prevent  the  sale  of  them. 

'*  The  working  people  are  very  poor/' 
—No  wonder;  for- wages  in  the  East 
Indies  are  only  at  the  rate  of  2\d.  per 
day.  Permit  me  to  ask,  how  the  indus* 
trious  classes  of  the  community,  in  this 
country,  could  bear  such  a  reduction  ill 
their  wages,  and  whether  such  a  fall  in 
the  price  of  labour  is  at  all  calculated  for 
the  meridian  of  England  ?  We  are  told 
indeed,  that  when  this  mighty  project 
is  completed,  2\d,  in  coin,  may  go  as  far 
as  2j.  Od.  in  paper.  Any  great  alteration 
in  the  value  or  amount  of  our  currency* 
however,  could  not  be  effected  without  a 
convulsion.  What  is  to  become  of  the 
merchant,  the  manufacturer,  the  landlord, 
the  farmer,  the  tradesmen  of  every  de- 
scription, whilst  this  great  and  momentous, 
operation  is  going  forward  ?  What,  in  the 
interim,  is  to  become  of  the  revenue  ? 
What  of  the  payment  of  the  -  interest  of 
the  na[lional  debt  ?  What  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  that  palladium  of  our  national  pros- 
perity ?  What  of  the  charges  of  our  Heet } 
What  of  the  maintenance  of  our  army  ? 
And  what  of  all  the  other  innumerable 
articles  of  expenee  incideftHo  the  situation 
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and*  €irottiQsi«QC€A(o£  a  gfvot  •osfiiMre?  I 
repeat  it  again,  that  any  greatt  raducdoiv 
IB;  the-  price  of^  gp^dl^,  or  any  imporiant 
ailemlioa  ini  tbo.  valua  af  our  carcitiicyi 
cpulcl  not  bia  afieatedi.  wiUiQiU  a«  complete 
convulsiofiv  Tber  an«my  knoia  ibia>wci]« 
aAd  do  evony  thing  iu  ihejn  power  feo*d«iv«. 
us^  (2o«wn  that  pir^cinica^iWiNQh  it  woulii 
nerer  agftiiir  bn  iii^qur  powew  vo,  rconounr. 

"'Tha;  ridi'are  w^lGkad'andpGoworfuL"—- - 
Dealing*  in    usuny,   ohqy  ace;  of   coune 
wiuiied»  (ifop  nothing  ia^  moria  apt  tQ<  de«- 
grade  tbe  chiuraBter*  of  aiinaA),  and- by  eor 
grosMniP  aii^  the  vi^eAlih  of  tbe  eountry,,. 
tliey  are.  enabled  ta  tcaiBpla  on  tibe^paH  of 
Che  community,  and-  torrendea  the.infeuov 
classes  truly  mi^erable^ 
.  Sttirh.  '}$  the  sttnation  of  extenaife  comi- 
triei,  where  tbe  pnacio)i»  metaia  ares  tha' 
I0i1a  medium  of  circol&liont;.  and  auehr  U 
the  stater  to  vrhichi  the»  douelfioes<  of  tbe. 
Bullion  Comittjttettk  if  tbesy  weve  to-  be 
adopted,,  woald    innvitably  reduee    thia* 
flouriabin^.and*  happy  naUioo. 

Let»  tt»  next  proceed  to-  compar*  our 
paper  cttrrency.  with  that  of*  qthee  eoun** 
tries;.  fo(i inttanoe,, thoae  of  Ameriea  and 
of .  Fnaoice^  wlWoli  weee  first  depreciated,, 
and  altenwairda  totally,  failed^  auob  fiEtilarea> 
beutgp  beM  forth  aa  greunda  of  tcnmr  ami 
aiara^  in.  regard  to-  tbe  snlidity  of  our 
mediiMn^  of  QireuktioiK  Tbe  folleuitng. 
contrast  will  suffixrieoti})  expktift.  the  dif- 
fbtenee. 

4fnmcan'  tmd   French  Curremy  conyand 
with  British  Girrmcy. 

Tba  paper  eurrenoy  of  Aioerioa,.  and* 
the  assignafts  of  FraneOt.  wef«>  issued  by 
these  rovolnltonary  goeesnmenis  without 
any  oontvoul  wbaAsaevee,atthe  only  meanai 
by  whteh  Uiay  could  be  enabled  te>  cany 
on  the  conteata  in  which  they  were  re» 

apqctivel^  eogaged,i The  paper  cnr- 

aoBcy'  of  England  is  nat  issued'  by  tbe 
gOTernneot  of  the-  oouotrv>  bul  by  cor«> 
imrate  bodies,  or  partnershipa  of  indivt* 
dnels^  reaponsible  for  thetr  conduct  and 
their  engagemanta^  and  the  amooafc  of 
their  issecs  is  sobject  tx)  the  coalroul  of 
parliaments 

The  paper  currencies  of  America  and 
of  France,  were  issued  without  bounds, 
end  without  adequate  funda  having  been 
provided  fos  their  Hquidatioo,  or  tbeir  re*> 
turning  again  i(k  tbe  coffers  wbeaee  they 
^ere  originally  issued.— *^The  paper  cur- 
i%Dcy>of  England  is  never  issued,  bul  in 
escbange  for  national  or  individnel  sc*' 
•uritiei  pievieuely  dtpeaitnd^  and   the 
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notea  tbua  issued  necessadljfi  retnar»  ai. 
no  gceat  distance)  of.  time,  to^the.  ceffiir» 
whence,  they  were  issoedy'  fos.  tha  mh 
dem^on  of: those  securitiea.. 

lihe  paper  curfienciea.o£  Axn/ericsu  andii 
of  Erance.  wei;e  issuldl  to  auch  excesai,  than 
it  became  necessai;y  tacompek  the.  peo^hf. 
ta  take  them  in;^y.mento€  those  avticfear 
which  these  govecnmentsr^q^ced^  Heoea^ 
their*  depreciation  oi;iginated«.  and  theiic 
ultimate  annihilation.*— ^The  paper  ouw 
rencjf  of.  England  has  neree  been'  ea^ 
cessii^>  and  mia  never  been,  forced  inlo^ 
cur4mIalion,  nor  can.  it  exceed*  ila  duet 
bbunds,  whilst  it  is  issued  on^  aeoaritiesf 
of!  a  temporary  naluce,r  and  ie  fanndedoai 
'  real<  iranaartiontii 

Thus*  ii  appeent  l^er 

THe  one  was  fbcced.— — T&e  other  uf 
(Vee,. 

Tbe  one  was  fbond*ed  on  security. 

THe  other  is.  only  g/VeA  lor  real  vaTue^ 
or  solid  securities  ade^ate  to  tfte  re- 
I  payment. 

i  The  one*  was  perpethalTy  increasing^ 
j until  ita  Kafue  was  estlriguisbeti.— — 
I  The  otKer  increases  only  m  pr^portioB 
^ta  the  growing  prosperity  of  the  country^ 
;and  the  demand  which  thence  originates* 

Let  ua  now  proceed  to.  consider  the.adU 
!vajUa§e&  of  an  aUundaalr  circuiaiieo».  o^ 
which,  aome.  individnaht  do.not  seeai  to^  he 
awere. 

The  first  advantage  ia^  that  au  merehattl 

;  or  a  manufactucer,  instead  o£  beingfObtiged 

jto  keep  a  larsa  proportion  of  his  eapkal 

uselessly  by  biro^  to  aoawes  any  unlece* 

Isoea  emergency,  can-  employ  hie  whoW 

|ca|iitai  in  carrying  on  bis  business^,  being 

.certaio,  when  tbe  ciscuiatiea  is.  abundant 

'that  he  can  always  raise  any  &um  he  m^ 

reqMice,  by  discounting,  tlie  bills,  he  »e» 

ceives  jn  tbe  course,  of  bis  busioeaa.    He 

is  thua  enabled  to  trade  with  Icae  profit^ 

.  dealing  to  a^greater  extent*  and  to  undect* 

seU  all  other  countries,  where^  a  diffinenft 

system  prevails. 

Another  greeted  vantage  of  an  abondeni 
cireulalion  is*  thai  the  interest-  of  money 
i«  reduced^  If  the  interest  of  money 
were  at  the  rate-of  12  per  cent,  per  ano., 
asj.  it  ban  been  already  observed,  ia^  the 
case  in  seme  parU  of  the  East  Indies*  how 
could  our  agricultuiOy  our  commerce*  or 
our  maimfactures  go  on*,  loaded  with  sucb 
a  busdea?  Wbereae  by  heving  the  easy 
command  of  money,  at  e  modeteie  rale^  g* 
oounlry  iaenehled  to  prosper. 

Another  greatadvuiigfB  etati  ebuBies^ 


^xfocAiRiUlviSfWHttii^B^iwwsfiKbte  |ii  op^Micyii 

tenfidMrfy  tecttrkiei  wXl  «btoi%,  ftay  be 
mbtatned*  %o  cftrry  on  lisiiiig  *ntopMTe- 
VMnts^  lit  «iMilg,  iMf botit,  Biid  Ibe  i^Hie, 
•MMig  4Ch'e  cftpftsl,  Ib^'cfifflaKrt  %emg 
^nrtMiell  wttb  recmviiig  »  ceitftin  oi«iA<9nKe 
WfeOTcM*  fiidvetl  "todh  ii  ^e  ^iibinic)Mio>e  <f f 
naifMi  ttt  prcsemiti  i1if8iMiiiMy«  i^idy  *it>' 
%6  applied  to  rach  |Nfi'poiws»  ^m,  vn  #k  * 
iO0ttiM  0f  ibis  wuNoft,  a|9{rtioiiliMii  ba^^j 
%e«i  maie  «io  ftuQwuiem,  lir  lQ;*mg  •ortft 
Mterat  mWliwis,  'tmto'  the  ^retniwi  'i^; 
tnljr^Mie  caghicei  (Mr.  ftemfe^  ooA  If  I 
Hbc  ^Mt  vrert  pref)«r)y  «nco«i*aged,  the ' 
^iliolo'ooiinftfy  tnigltt  b^wadc  n  gaiAen. 

Bot  iAk  great  tJvamage  «lf  ttti  ttbandaift 
icirciilatidd,  coHsMng  of  a  piiper  ^correiicy 
^pwperly  regiiHatfed,  «  iAhs,  tliaft  •  greift 
«yiiatiiitT«f  property,  iba%*«rMiIdHMlberfri8^ 
iie^hemd  imi  mun,  is  tirified  -md  «ptntD 
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SuOlod  ofwool;  tiiflte^d  "ef  ^vitkllig  three 
ttMNtfihi  ibr  payn^nty  f  ^ctm  ^mbistifat^ly 
Mttrdrt  the  valaeitMo'cash,  «iid  c«rr«f  •on 
flij  inpnyremeBti.  When  -circulaiioii  k 
Marc^,  and  iiiteteAhi{^h««obody  ouMfiateft 
mnjr  mtide,  'ovileas  ^t  is  bvnedioi(4y  t^ 
qvarad  fcrbit  own^otnvknpiiob^tR-  wbnabt 
Has  the  prroapedt  of  milnM  gretft  ipirofii 
by  dife  re*8a!e ;  fd^re^,  n  ^rfrMmhm 
abounds,  and  tbe  iMeraH  off  ttioney  is  \bn, 
tarticles  are  bougbt,  tbotigb  ftotitntiK^diate* 
ly  in  deivand,  with  lAie  prospocl  of  afii* 
mately  rfM^Wmg^cMrty  a  aarodmnie  pitMt. 

Wo  are  firexi  told,  Ihift  ^r  "ptfpcr  ciTcTh- 
htlion  has  exceodod  all  proper  %OQiiAi,lind 
diat  ifestakie  lis  ll«preci%i«d.  Siidiidoas 
hotrever  haire  too  jast  fbondittiMi. 

In  mrand  to  oxten,  \hem  «re  Hf$f%  tosi^ 
by  which  ChefNV>pori)«itHAity'4iA'ta^iictt!&t- 
ki^  medium  tuay  ht  ^titnaftod.  Th«  first 
h,  ibtit  (I  panosKb  ¥t^mi  hi  ^tl  peetnfiary 
tniMftctfonflj  «[id  tbte*serotid,  «hat<9tis  to- 
oeifted  at  iho  «xtheqai>r  hi  ^y«ictottff 
wxen,  for  Ifai^  vreasory  %o«M  l)e  roined,  >!( 
it  ooc«ptad  i^rMf^ted  papcir. 

There  ^cton  be  no  vztess  in  ^ny  cmteiicy 
than  can  oundihe  loirt  of  fboaa'vM^  ctite- 
rions. 

As  to  d€^  ocihttMviy  onr  psfp^r  f^mvttifcy 
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*  If  the  Cotnttitkee  ffteati,  by  conieiid* 
ingibatotir  t:orr«iircy  h^deprecit^ti^,  that 
it  is  not  approciated,  I  ^deifiv  it  ta  toto ;  if 
ibey  neitt,  ort  tb«  trihet  hand,  tbat  tbe 
Mino  qtistiflty  dt  icitic^fating  niedinm  will 
Hot  purtbftiie,  ift  sot^ral  Citstf%,  tbe  iaine 
qtiaunty  of  soods,  where  tbe  dcmiind  is 
greaf^  anti  xm  supply   oencKni,   as  n 


^fasfcMilitndtdly  etood  allllbe  attioki  whic4i 
littMe  bMKffib  been  'made  ispcffi  it,  and 
^frotn  <the  «oHdlty  H>f  *lbe  pprncfplra  on 
whidh  «  is'fhonded,  it  modt  cmttinoe  lo'^lo 
«o.  Por  fotiMeoa  "years  pastithesbeoti 
received  dK»lh by  -public  and  prirate  «redi^ 
^ors  hi^jdnortt  ofihe  sanw  due  to^thmn, 
Trbetborprinofpvl  •or  4t)tc^est ;  and  thoogh 
ibe^irice  of*sdine  articles  has  risen  mnoe 
the  year  4  799,  yet  In  ocfa^roases/t*  »(as  wtH 
beveen  in  the  statememi  of  the  prices  <ciif^ 
astti  in  London,  9^  rarkras  articles,  ^olhen^ 
tricated  by  Mr.  Irving,  Inspector  Oeneral 
«C  tbe  ^exports  and  Mpoti^,  nbey  haro 
been  reduced.  As  to  tihe  idea  that  public 
utid  f^ate  ct^c^ilors  most  take  Bank 
^k«es,  bacaifse  'they  'Cftn  gel  ndCbtki^  *ehe. 
Mid  ^oM^quoa^ly  >R)ift  i^  nb  prodf  «f  their 
b^g%ccreMefl,  4t  is  to  be  observed,  th«t 
the  case  is  otherwise  fn  regard  to  a  very 
hm^igefit  ^Hd  resrpoctable  description  of 


motion.     I  sell  500  quarters  of  ba«%iy^  or    ti^r90AS,t)Mtyely,  tfhe  ratfrchantH  of  the  city 


oftjon#on,*V94to,  When  *ihey  bsivto  biHs  on 
the  payment  of  *wbirti  tbe^y  can  depend, 
w?ll  volur^yt^ily  fo  to  a^  %ffrHc<of  ^n^ 
laad,«nd  wifl  excbimg^  these  good  brits, 
fiAr  tbe  'notes  ts^  tboBank,  aitd  wlHactoally 
give  b  "pi^nwium,  \ind«r  the  name  of  dis* 
coont,  m-  ^e  vfS^  >0f  lihose  lioles.  If  otir 
oarMifO)'  wei%  In  )fact  -d^redated,  coald 
ifhrait  poss'ibfy  take  place  } 

We  are  ti^»b*a4artned  with  ^idea,th«t 
we  tAiatI  be  ^lOtgrwifi^ed  by  -oor  increase* 
hig  ^Attbm  and  'escpences.  A  Yew  plain 
Ai^,  bowcfv^,*w})t  jM,  im  vtid  10  »ll  isadh 
g^cwndteos  spprcAiefhsidns.  Let  «s  fifrstt:o9« 
aider  the  small  sitfdiiidn  smhualiy  tneflb 
fo  *oair  «debt,  m  ^on^oeiice  tsif  the  grettt 
dS^cts  wbith  'oor  'sinldng  fbtid  already 
ffrtfdooes,  ttitl  tfhe  proAmHivi^ftess  of  our 
wMr  lMes\  wb9tb  r^dere  "iess  borrowing 
nMessttry.  It  %pp€)trsfrom  a  docttment 
Md  «in  the  table  of  ^he  thtnt,  that  th« 
ftinded  debt  on  tbe  \^  of  Febro-ary,  I8H. 
anooffted  to  ^^h,6^ib9W.  afrd  entbe  lit 
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woold'dn  9cftnt  yeitn  ago,  that  ora^bapw 
pen  in  socb  a  pet^od  as  foorteen  years,  ff 
the  nation  be  prusperoos,  whatever  waS 
tbe  currency. 

t  It  appears  frbm  Mt.  frvmg*s  states 
meiit,  thaa  ttnong  fblty-six  diftereni  ar- 
ticles, et^^hteen  have  tViilen  in  price  sinrce 
the  year  1 7  99 :  a  mon  g  these  are ,  tt'ftVe , 
West  Indian  wool,  <rv/i  rants,  Spanish  ln«. 
digo,  British  iron,  tlusshm  and  Swedish 
iron.  Nankeens,  ot^inary  olive  ori,  pepper, 
saltpetre,  sugar,  tobacco,  &^.  Tbbotuld 
not  have  happen^  %ith  t  depredsted 
currency. 
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ofFebraary,  1807,  came  to  533,076,124L, 
80  that  in  the  apace  of  four  years  we  have 
added  to  our  funded  debt  a  sum  of  only 
12,586,574/.  If  it  is  contended  that  oar 
unfunded  debt  ought  also  to  be  taken  into 
.consi deration,  the  increase  may  he  thus 
stated.  On  the  ist  February /l  807,  the 
amount  of  the  unfunded  debt  was 
3V,S'\8Sy\L  ;  on  the  1st  February  last,  it 
came  to  46,97 1,580/.  making  a  difTerence 
4]|f  J  2,623, 188/.  Adding  the  funded  and 
unfunded  debt  together,  the  total  increase, 
in  four  years,  is  only  25,209,762/.  -  a  sum 
often  exceeded  by  the  expences  of  one 
year's  war,  according  to  the  former  system. 
Taking  the  four  years  into  calculation, 
the  toi^al  is  only  at  the  rate  of  6,302,440/. 
being  an  addition  so  trifling,  that  it  can 
never  be  attended  with  any  injurious  con- 
seauences  to  the  country. 

In  regard  to  our  expences,  independent 
of  debt,  in  1801,  they  amounted  to 
36,124,783/.,  and  last  year  to  49,047,631/. 
making  an  addition  at  the  rate  of 
13.822,848/.  ID  all,  or  1.256,662/.  per  ann. 
biit  if  the  average  of  four  years  is  preferred, 
it  appears  that  in  the  year  1807-8,  our  ex« 
pences  were  39,936,855/.,  and  18ro-ll, 
49,947.631/.,  the  diil«rence  is  10,010,776/. 
or  at  the  rate  of  2,502,694/.  Are  these 
any  grounds  of  alarm  ?  If  we  add  to  our 
national  debt  only  at  the  rate  of  6.302,440/. 
and  to  our  national  expences  only 
2,502,69  W.,  per  annum,  with  the  interest 
of  annual  loans  to  the  amount  of  6,302,440/. 
is  it  possible  to  fix  a  definite  period  at 
which  our  resources  will  be  exhausted, 
unless  indeed  the  doctrines  of  the  Dtillion 
Committee  were  to  be  carried  into  effect? 

It  was  well  observed,  by  Frederick  the 
Great  of  Prussia,  how  fortunate  a  circum* 
stance  it  was  that  the  abstract  reasonings 
of  metaphysicians,  had  no  eilect  upon  the 
price  of  the  quartern  loaf;  and  it  is 
equally  ibrtunate,  that  the  sophistry  of 
speculative  politicians,  has  had  but  little 
influence  on  the  credit  of  our  currency, 
the  real  foundation  of  our  national  pros- 
perity and  strength. 

I  shall  conclude  with'  remarking,  that 
there  are  some  points  so  closely  connected 
with  the  safety  and  existi  nee  of  a  great 
country,  t|iat  they  ought  not  to  be  rashly 
tampered  ^ith,. nor  brought  under  discus- 
sion, without  the  most  urgent  necessity. 
1  particularly  allude  to  its  established  re- 
ligion and  tu  it«  eKtabtished  government: 
and  after  these,  in  point  of  iroponance,  I 
consider  that  species  of  currency  m  hidi  is 
found  to  be  the  beat  suited  to  the  circum* 
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stances  of  a  nation.  Religion,  constitntion 
and  carrency,  are  in  fact  the  three  link* 
which  bind  together  the  members  of  a 
great  community.  Destroy  any  one  of 
them,  and  you  ruin  the  whole.  In  regard 
to  oor  currency^,  a  system  has  Aow  existed^ 
without  interruption,  for  fourteen  years, 
during  which  period,  its  effects  must  have 
decidedly  proved  themselves,  in  such  times 
as  these,  either  useful  or  injurious;  tbe 
advantages,  however,  I  trust,  have  been  in- 
con  irovt*rtibly  established.  The  mainte- 
nance of  that  currency,  therefore,  I  ana 
fully  convinced,  is  of  such  essential  consa- 
quence,  more  especially  during  the  couti* 
nuance  of  the  present  eventful  war,  that  on 
the  decision  of  this  night,  and  on  oar  re- 
probating the  doctrines  of  the  Bullion 
Committee  in  the  manner  which  they  de* 
serve,  must  depend,  the  future  prosperityi 
or  the  entire  ruin,  of  this  great  and  power- 
ful empire. 

Mr.  Whiibrcad,  in  allusion  to  former  opi- 
nions of  sir  J.  Sincl.iir's  upon  this  subject^ 
said,  that  although  the  right  hon.  bart.  bad 
changed  his  mind  upon  the  question  of  cur- 
rency, he  had  no  right  to  suppose  that 
others  liad  done  the  same  upon  other  sub- 
jects. The  right  hon.  bart.  had  changed 
his  mind  just  in  time  to  be  made  a  Privy 
Counsellor.  (No!  fr^m  tbe  opposite  side.) 
Well,  it  was  not  just  then,  if  the  hon.  bart. 
would  have  it  so ;  but  it  was  just  then 
that  the  right  hon.  bart.  had  signified  his 
determination  to  publish  a  pamphlet  on  tbe 
question,  and  that  pamphlet  on  the  side 
of  government.  It  was,  however,  not 
fair  to  impute  to  him  (Mr.  Whiibread,) 
any  of  the  versatility  which  the  right 
hon.  bart.  mi^ht  feel.  As  to  the  opinion 
which  he  (Mr,  Whitbread),  had  delivered 
with  respect  to  the  campaign  in  Portugal, 
he  had  spoken  from  all  that  he  was  allowed 
to  know.  But  when  more  ample  tnforma* 
tion  came,  and  lord  Wellington's  plan  was 
developed,  there  was  not  any  person  in 
that  House  who  was  more  willing  to  giva 
that  officer  full  and  reaily  praise. 

Ml.  Manning  defended  the  conduct  of 
the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  England » 
and  denied  that  the  Bank  h4d  any  interest 
distinct  from  that  of  the  public.  In  speak- 
ing from  himself,  which  he  had  done  in  all 
that  he  had  said  upon  this  subject,  and  not 
as  a  person  commissioned  to  state  to  that 
House  the  sentiments  of  the  Bank,  he  was 
frc  e  to  say  that  his  situation  as  a  director 
derived  to  him  no  ad  vantage  wiiatever^sava 
what  flowed  to  him,  in  the  channel  of  the 
public interesu.  UawasnoiiMtberastock* 
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holder  than  ta  holding  thai  portion  of 
stock  which  was  necesaary  for  him  to  qua- 
lify himaelf  for  bis  situation  as  Bank  direc- 
tor««and  he  bad  no  connexion  with  the 
stocks  but  aa  a  Bank  director.    In  order 
to  abew  the  fallacy  of  the  argnmenta 
which  had  been  reaorted  tOj  to  prore  the 
depreciation  of  the  paper  currency  from 
the  high  price  of  guineas,  he  stated  that 
ilhere  waa  a  Dutch  gold  coin^  called  the 
Royder,  which  waaworth  fourteengoilderSj 
but  which,  by  the  lawa  of  Holland,  waa 
not  exportable.    It  waa  well  known  that 
a  piece  of  bullion  of  equal  weight  and 
Bneneaa,  wonld  in  Holland  aell  for  12  per 
cent,  more  than  the  Ruyder,  because  the 
Royder  waa  not  exportable.    He  repeated 
hia  vindication  of  the  Bank,  and  contended 
that  their  paper  iaane  was  not  regulated 
with  a  view  to  the  raiaing  of  any  exceaaive 
or  unreasonable  profita. 
.    Mr.  Hui/aaon  rose  merely  to  make  one 
«r  two  obaervationa  upon  what  had  fallen 
from  the  right  hon.  hart  and  the  hon.  gent, 
who  had  juat  aat  down.     He  apprehended 
that  the  right  hon.  bart.  had  in  hia  2eal 
for  the  paper  cauae  let  out  considerably 
more  than  the  advocates  of  paper  could 
wish  to  have  disclosed.    He  seemed  not 
only  to  deny  the  evila  of  an  excessive 
paper  isaue,  but  to  hail  it  aa  another  and. 
most  promising  system  of  finance ;    and 
that,  as  for  the  vulgar  prejudices  in  favour 
of  gold  and  silver,  they  ought  to  be  at 
once  exploded   or   left  merely  to  tbone 
modem   Midaaaea  who  would  ruin  the 
country  in  the  fury  of  their  apeculations ; 
this  glorious  paper  system  was  to  rescue 
OS  from  all  the  horrora  of  gold  and  ailver 
which  the  right  hon.  bart.  had  proved  by  a 
quotation  from  a  French  pamphlet  most 
inevitably  make  "  the  poor  miserable  and 
the  rich  wicked  and  powerful.''     With 
respect  to  the  Dutch  coin  mentioned  by 
the  hon.  gent,  the  Ruyder,  he  believed  it 
was  the/  oldest  coin  in  Holland.    It  waa 
certainly  prohibited  from  exportation  by 
one    of  thoae  absurd   laws  which  were 
allowed  to  continue  in  many  countries 
without  one  reason  to  warrant  the  continu- 
ance of  their  operation.     But  the  instance 
put  by  the  hon.  gent,  could  not  apply  un- 
less he  was  prepared  to  state  that  the  Ruy- 
der had  not  become  deteriorated.     It  waa 
rectainly  a  very  old  coin;    and  the  coin  to 
which  the  Dutch  directed  their  attention 
chiefly'wastheducat.whichwasexportable, 
ao  that  the  probability  waa»that  the  Ruyder 
had  become  deteriorated.    Vfhh  regard  to 
the  third  Reaolutioo»he  wiahed  to  know  from 
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the  right  hon.  gent,  the  meaniqg  of  the 
word  "equivalent"  in  that  Resolution; 
was  it  that  the  denuminatiims  were  the 
same,  of  this  there  could  be.  no  question  ; 
was  it  that  their  intrinsic  value  was  the 
same,  or  was  it  that  they  had  the  same 
exchangeable  value  ?    Were  the  two  com- 
modities   interchangeable }  .  No ;     then, 
what  was  the  meaning  of  "  equivalent?" 
Standard  was  the  measure  of  equivalency* 
If  the  asaay-master,  the  favourite  witneaa, 
Mr.  Merlci  waa  called  and  asked  aa  to  thie 
point,  he  (Mr.  Huskiaaon)  ahould  wish  to 
put  him  two  questions  only ; — ^first,  "  Are 
the  dollars  and  the  crown- pieces  eqoiva* 
lent  i"  and  this  he  would  certainly  answer^ 
no.    The  second  queation  would  be-*by 
what  process  can  you  make  them  equiva- 
lent? the  only  reply  he  could  give  totbia, 
would  be,  perhapa,  a  laugh—- becauae  the 
thing  was  impossible— they  could  not  be 
made  equivalent. — It  was  absurd  to  talk  of 
a  standard  when  it  could  be  traced  only  to 
a  penal  law.    An  equivalent  in  such  a  case 
could  only  be  compared  to  the  atory  of 
the  acholara,  who,  complaining  of  the  dimi- 
nution of  their  commons,  were  desired  to 
get  a  pair  of  magnifying  glasaea^  through 
which  to  view  their  allowance.    Such  was 
the  caae  with  the  dollara :  gentlemen  had 
only   to  view  them  through  a  diiferent 
medium,  and  they  would  perceive  them 
to  be  larger  one  day  than  they  had  been 
on  the  preceding  day. 

Mr.  Manning  explained,  that  the  pro- 
clamation aa  to  the  rise  in  the  value  of 
dollars  would  put  the  Bank  to  a  loss  of  6d, 
upon  every  dollar  then  in  circulation, 
amounting  to  several  millions  in  number-* 
a  sacrifice  of  no  trifling  amount,  for  the 
convenience  of  the  public.  The  Bank  was 
not  desirous  of  continuing  thoae  issues;  but^ 
on  the  contrary,  would  be  anxious  to  with- 
draw from  them  whenever  the  executive 
government  found  itself  enabled  to  dia- 
penae  with  the  Bank'a  aervicea.  He  regret- 
ted that  the  Resolution  aa  to  the  riae  in  the 
dollars  had  not  originated  in  that  House. 
To  theBank  it  would  prove  a  loss  of 
SO,  000/.  oi-  60,000/. 

Mr.  S.  Thjmion  atated  that  within  theae 
two  daya  a  banker  had  put  into  hia  hands 
500  guineas  in  gold,  requeating  to  have  ia 
exchange  for  them,  from  the  Bank,  tokens 
to  the  amount,  at  the  rate  of  5a.  6d.  each  ; 
and  a  aimilar  application  had  been  made  a 
few  daya  before  for  an  exchange  aa  be- 
tween goineaa  and  tokena,  to  the  amount  of 
300/.  Thia  waa  better  than  any  reaaoning 
aa  to  what  their  value  could  be  suppoaed. 
to  be. 


nt]    HOUflB  OF  COMMON?, 

Mr*  I^Uheifitros  w&s  'WstlthcA  the  efftct 
#f  Hhe  f^resent  •disctnskm  would  be 
gredsAMy  to  lead  to  true  and  jost  prin- 
Cfp4es  ent  the  sutrject;  and  he  was  afoo 
eaiiisfied  that  those  would  be  found  to  be 
llw  best  Iriefids  to  the  country  who  ad^sed, 
that  «Ten  in  a  fitate  of  prosperity,  the  pre- 
tMitnyatem  shoald  not  be  pushed  too  far. 

Mr.  A,  Baring  was  of  opinion,  that  it 
Would '  be  most  desirable,  whenever  it 
«o«ld  be  aafely  done,  to  rerert  to  the  old 
^ctke ;  but  did  not  think  that  this,  coon- 
fry  was  in  any  immediate  danger  from  a 
depreciated  siWer  currency,  after  having  so 
ieog  gone  on  with  debased  shillings  and 
•txpences  mairafactured  by  France  at  one 
half  what  they  were  current  for  here.  As 
ta  the  Amendment,  no  doubt  could  be  en- 
tertained as  to  what  was  meant  by  ft; 
but  it  was  ohjectiouable,  as  proceeding 
«pon  a  principle  at  present  impracticable. 
The  operations  of  the  nation  could  not  be 
carried  on  if  the  circulation  tvere  to  be 
nuch  diminished.  When  in  1707,  the 
Bank  drew  in  its  issues,  the  loan  of  four 
millions  vras  raised  at  a  benefit  of  8  per  cefit. 
lo  the  contractors,  whereas  the  loan  of  last 
year  was  obtained  at  nearly  the  price  of 
tlie  funds  in  which  it  was  borrowed.  The 
ill  consequences  of  such  a  diminution  of 
tiie  currency  would  be  felt  by  the  public, 
who  were  borrowing  conrtantly  by  antici- 
pation; bat  it  behoved  that  House  to 
guard  the  public  interests  from  the  injury 
they  would  thereby  sustain.  If  any  indi- 
▼iduaj  in  his  private  concerns  should  feel 
apprehensive  of  a  storm,  be  would  take 
care,  by  contracting  his  out-goings,  to  be 

Erepared  to  meet  it.  That  House  was 
ound  to  take  the  same  course  with  respect 
to  the  affairs  of  the  public,  and  to  prepare 
the  vessel  to  ride  out  the  tempest  by  takmg 
in  the  light  sails,  and  putting  her  in  a  prt)- 
per  trim  to  encounter  the  storm.  He  was 
not  a  little  surprised  to  hear  the  sentiments 
of  the  hon.  member  who  had  quoted  the 
authority  of  Locke  and  Newton  upon  this 
subject;  though  he  could  not  wonder  at 
such  authorities  being  referred  to,  when 
an  hon.  member  last  night  even  quoted 
the  authority  of  Moses.  He  had  never 
said  that  the  system  originated  with  Mr. 
Pitt.  Whatever  might  be  thought  of  it,  no 
man  could  speak  disrespectfully  of  a  ftya* 
tern  which  had  enabled  the  country  to 
maintain  an  expensive  vrar  for  so  long  a 
period.  No  gentleman,  who  looked  at  the 
situation  of  the  country,  could  think  it 
expedient  now  to  netom  to  cath  payments ; 
and  it  mnit  be  cleAr  16  tJiy  one,  who  bore 
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m  mind  whet  had  taken  pfaee  aioee  tlie 
Bank  nestriction  act,  that  itft  no  perMl 
smcethatt  time  ^was  it  more  impraeticaiilc 
to  return  to  cash  pay  ments  than  at  ^^mMt. 

The  House  then  divided  t 

For  the  Resolution  76 

For  the  Amendment  .«• M 

Majority  in  favour  «C  the  --* 
fUsolution  62 

Mr.  Homer  then  propoeed  hieaev«raY 
Amendnema  to  the  BiesokHMns  of  Sffu 
Vansittart,  not  wilti  the  view  to  utiy  ^Ka* 
cussion,  but  that  they  SNght  bfe  uwtmid  «ii 
the  Journals. 

Mr.  Vanmiuri  d«vM  the  fmcfB  anertei 
in  Mr.  Horner's  Amendmcuis. 

Mr.  Homer  was  content  tftmtfhe  matter 
should  now  rest  on  their  oouHier  asset* 
tions,  which  would  thus  appiear  ay^jmal 
to  each  other  on  tiia  Joumala. 

Mr.  Horner's  Afliendasentato  tin  eev^* 
ral  Besntottoos  w«re  thm  pat  aoid  nega- 
tived.   The  MIowiBg  it  a  Cofy  of  tkem  : 

AmendmenU  proposed  by  F.  JSbmer,  fsg.  os 
the  Metolutioru  respecting  Money^  Btsl* 
lion,  and  Etchunges,  and  negatipe4»  os 
ibe  \5thqfMay  1811. 

Ambndmbmt  id  ReaDLVTitfii  IV.-^See  pw  l(k 

"  That,  fMior  to  the  restritciaii  af  carii 
payments,  the  cxciiaBges  werenevfertnore 
anfavoorable  to  Great  Britain,  for  any 
length  of  time,  than  from  5  «a  7  pcv  cent. 
below  par,  tlift  .depression  appearing  to 
hav«  never  exceeded  the  whole  expenca 
of  tranemitting  specie  abroad;  except 
deling  a  debaeetneDt  of  the  coins  nf  tha 
realm. 

"  That,  prior  tn  th«  aatd  reatrictioa^  \\m 
market-price  of  standard  gokl  ki  ban 
never  raee  eteva  Hie  mint  prje«  mom 
than  If  per  oenu  and  that  only  for  a  tery 
short  interval ;  except  in  1720,  ihe  yaar 
of  the  lamoos  $$a«th  Sea  Scheme,  when  it 
roae  to  41.  \^  6il.  per  «unoe  \  and  darinff 
the  periods  when  Ibe  coini  of  the  realm 
have  been  debased. 

''That,  in  periods  aabseqaant  to  the 
restrictloit,  and  particotarly  ef  late 
jrears,  the  exchange!  have  been  tififc* 
vourable  %o  Great  Briuin  much  belnw  the 
limit  marked  by  the  whole  cost  of  trans* 
mittingapecie  abroad,  and  have  continaed 
•0  for  a  considerable  time  together,  being 
at  pi^esent,  and  having  been  for  a  c6nti- 
derable  time,  move  than  25  per  cent,  be* 
low  par;  atid  in  the  same  manner  the 
market  price  of  standard  gold  in  hart  baa 
been,  and  atih  is,  more  than  t9  (SO)  p«t 
eMit.  nbove  th%  Mint  pric*. 
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'^  That,  during  the-  nvan  carried  on  by 
liiii9.WiUUft3wth«  exelMi9i»«df«ll  be. 
\9m  dra  iMitt^  fixed*  by  ih«  etptafe  of 
tiiMif  nklHig  ipaeie^  aad*  tk«  piic*  of  goki 
buHkmi  dkl  mie  tary  conthkrcWy^  vis^ 
during  lbe»dfeb«Md  state  •£  ibn  sliver  coin 
of4hfe  Mftba ;,  baft,  iinMe4i«lely  after  ibe 
rtftonnaiioft  oi  tbB^  coiht,  tbe  maHiet  priet 
of  gold  feU  to  llie  Mint  pricr,  «id  the  ex- 
changes  rose  nearly  to  p^T,dbhaiigk  tka 
cdvtflMAnidsi  qf  ike  war  and  il^Jitttt^ex' 
pmdimn  mmHinmd  inollcrtd. 
'  '*  Tbatt.  bct«reeii)  the  refonvAtion  of  (ba 
coin  in  the  reign  of  king  William,  and  lh« 
4lb  year  df  the  rtign  SC  king  George  the 
Mv*  the  gni«e»  paused  by  larw  ibr  22#. ; 
daring  which  peviedy  tberefott,  t^e  Mint 
price  of  gold  was  4/.  Is,  Id. 

*'  That,  during  the  seven  years  war,  and 
until  the  year  1774,  the  gold  coin  of  the 
realm  was  in  a  state  of  Abasement. 

*^  Tbab  the  psice  of  standard  gfM  in 
bai^  never  eaeeedcdl  the  Mint  pvtcd^  tor 
any  eae>  ^ar  of  the'  Ameritoan  war. 

"  That  the  esDcbange  witb^lambargbu 
which  bad  bce«  ratbir  nnf^outaWe  ta 
tbia  eoentty,  dorkig  part  of  she  year 
ft796«»  ceased  to  be  so  in*  March  1796,  be^ 
cade  Bibre  Ibvowabfo  w  the  month  of 
Octbber,  and  contiaMe4  fevoarable  till  the 
l)6th>  ef  February  1797,  When  tlie  restric- 
tio»  took  placoy  mai  kar  aome  time  after- 
wardsfc' 

"  Tbat  ^ete  wa*  aet  na»  iw  the  piiee  of 
AMidaMl^gold  in'  bass  tminediately  prior  to 
the  26th  ef  FebfUary  17f9»  nor  for  a  ce»» 
siderable  ntniiber  of  years  before. 

<'  That  thi  Mtmef  ike  €xdUmge9^  and  qf 
ihfpriooqfbiiiii&ttiJb^  iw>  ^mm  pmtious  Se 
tk€pea66  qfjkiiuh9fWa»mibtBftiaUiofih€9aid 
resiriciion. 

AMENl)SIEMf  to   ttssOLUTlOl)  Vl. 

See  p.  70. 

«  Tka^  iaidng  the  lauet  ofBrnk-noiaM' 
mfcmhiiom^'  noi  ai  their  etnoani  oH  apertieu^ 
,  lef  day,  ^  e*  a  ybiir  overogfr  anieccdent  as 
m^  alteration  qf  the  exchange  and  fnee  of 
Mtts%  ii  dote  mC  appear,  from  the  Siforma- 
tion  whiek'  hae  been  praovred,  thai  the  price 
of  gold  hae  hem  hit^heiip  and  the  exekangn 

flMMS'  Mw/Smiiiii  uMi     tuhoL  ths  •»**'^*  of  HtmUr- 

noteakadbeen  eonsiderablj  diminished^'  and 
knee  been  rUtared  to  their  ordinaeyratat  eei^ 
aeqafoifyto  these  iomeebeii^inermed, 

"  l%al,  snior  the  said  reetrictiow,  theprie^ 
qfhuUspa  has  been  highest,  and  the  eaehangee 
hope  been  most  wtfaecurahUr  at  iimdi 


qeeni  to  the  penode  oi  which  the 
Jkmk*notss  haoe  most  mcreassd* 

AmENDICENT  toKK^LUtlON  VII. 

See  p.  71. 

^'  That,  with  regard  to  the  period  of  7$ 
years  ending  with  the  1st  ofJanuary  1790, 
from  the  year  1721  to  I76S,  the  market 
price  of  gold  never  at  any  one  time  ex- 
ceeded the  mint  price  by  more  than  \s, 
2|d.p«r  ounce,  and  seldom  bp  mare  than 
half  thai  A'M'r  fi^a^  1 75tt  to  the  rtcainage  ef 
ihegoidin  m$,  she  market  price  qf  sianeU 
ard  gold,  in  bars,  was  always  abaoe  the 
mint  pfice,  and  sometimss  exceeded  it  by  as 
much  as  3f.  6d.  per  ounce,  being  (except 
during)  the  period  during  which  tbe  coins 
were  in  a  debased  slate ;  from  the  recoinage 
in  1773  to  the  25th  qfPeb.  t797,  the  date  rf 
the  restriction,  themarkct  price  <f standard  gold 
ht  bars  never  acceded  (he  Mint  price,  escepi 
for  part  of  the  years  1783  and  1784,  whenii 
rose  l\d,  oboes  the  mini  price ;  since  the 
year  1 804,  the  firtce  of  standard  gold  in 
bars  has  been  always  very  considerably 
above  the  nnirU  price,  and  from  the  end  of 
the  year  1  SOS  to  the  pre^eni  tiae«  ha» 
been  progressively  filing,  with  occasional 
flactu anions,  till  it  has  been  as  bigh  as  tba 
unprecedented,  price  of  4L  18«.  ('W.  141.,) 
per  ounce,  as  appears  frens  Weteohati'^ 
. labies* 

I        AisasDHBii'r  laBasouiTtoa  VIIL 

See  Pi  71. 

'     "  Thai,  takrng  fhe  trerage  of  Bank- 

iMHet  itt  Circe tition,  in  the  years  ]7s2 

and  f  785,  from  f herr  amount  in  tbe  begifi* 

;  Arng  of  th^  monchs  of  January,  Marcb> 

Jone,  October,  and  Dfecfember,  hi  each 

year,  aiMf  that  of  r794,  fromrt  their  amoarrt 

i  in  the  b^gSnifiag  (»f  1^  fnonthsof  March, 

,  Jnife,  October,  and  Beeenber  (wbteb  arrtf 

the  retumsr  befofe*  the  tiotis^J,  tt  8#pMfl( 

!  ak  fohefH/t: 

r7W  -  -  7,5d^,57«. 
f783  •  '  6,5«3,5«0I. 
r7»4    -    -    dp209,855l. 

''  IThat  ttie  exchanges  with  Haalbnrgb, 
^nd  the  price  of  foreign  sold,  during  die 
same  periods^  werti  as  follows : 


1782. 

Esch, 

toG. 

January     - 

51.9. 

£.y  18     0 

March  -    • 

32.  ]0« 

-    5  19,  a 

Jane     "    - 

32.7* 

-    3  19    6 

October     - 

32.3. 

-'420 

December 

31.  10* 

-    4    0     1 

1785. 

laeb. 

for  a 

Jaaeary    <- 

iKi.7. 

£.4     I     0 

MeMb  ^  • 

99lX 

"     9  11^    0 
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Jane  •  -  31.. 5.  -  4  2  S 
October  -  32.7.  -  3  19  6 
December      32.8.    -     3  19     6  ~ 

17S4.  £xch.  for  G. 

January 

March  -    -  33.9.     ^.3   18     0 

June     -     .  34.  i.     -     3  -17   10} 

October     -  34.7.     -     3  17   lol 

December  34.10.  -    3  17  lo| 

<'  That  the  exchange  with  Hamburgh 
between  the  end  of  December  1784,  and 
the  25th  of  February  1787,  fell  from  ^^.G 
to  34.6. 

AHBNDttENT  tO  RESOLUTION  IX. 

Seep.  7K 

"That  of  the  sum  of  10,704,000/. 
stated  to  have  been  coined  in  gold  from 
February  1787  to  February  1791,  the  sum 
of  8,084,982/.  was  a  recoinage  from  the 
light  guineas  of  the  realm. 

Amendment  to  Resolution  X. 
See  p.  71. 

•*  That  the  average  amount  of  Bank- 
notes in  circulation  during  the  months 
of  January  and  February  1795,  was 
^12.452,451/.  and  the  average  amount 
from  the  1st  of  January  to  25th  of  Feb- 
ruary 1797,  was  9,560,4301. ;  making  a 
difnhvnce  of  2,886,021/. 

*'  l^hat  this  reduction  in  the  amount  of 
Bank-notes  was  principally  effected  be- 
tween the  middle  of  the  month  of  May 
1790,  and  the  25th  of  February  1797. 

**  That  the  exchange  with  Hambureh  fell 
from3dto  32. 4(its  lowest  depression  during 
the  period  in  question)  between  the  3d  of 
February  and  the  4th  of  August  1795,  dur- 
ing which  time  the  average  amount  of 
Bank*  notes  in  circulation  was  1 1 ,404, 1 43/. 
having  been  occasionally  during  the  time  as 
high  as  14,071,850/.  and  even  14,870,580/. 

"  That  between  the  4th  of  August  1795, 
and  the  Ut  of  January  1790,  the  exchange 
with  Hamburgh  rose  from  32.  4  to 
32*  7  during  which  period  the  average 
amount  of  Bank-notes  in  circulation  was 
1 1,^  1 5,053/. ;  and,  from  the  1st  of  January 
to  the  3d  of  June  1790,  the  exchange  with 
Hamburgh  rose  from  32.  7  to  34,  during 
which  period  the  average  amount  of  notes 
was  ; 0,874,3 10/. 

«'  That  from  the  Sd  of  June  1796  to 
the  25th  of  February  1797,  during 
which  period  the  amount  of  Bank-notes 
was  gradually  reduced  to  the  sum  of 
8,640, 250/.  the  exchanse  with  Hamburgh 
rose  to  35 ;  and  in  the  few  months  follow- 
ingthe  last  redactioo«  rose  gradually  to  38. 


Amendment  to  Resolution  XIV. 
bee  p.  73. 

>  **  Thai  the  aperage  amatnU  of  Bank-nout 
tfi  circukukm^  of  Jive  poundi  and  upwards,  for 
three  years, -ending  the  5th  qf  January  1797, 
was  10,782,780/. ;  and  for  the  years  1808, 
1 809, 4ind  1 8 1 0,  tMU  1 4/265,850/. 

*'  Thai  the  average  amowa  (Quotes  for  Jive 
pounds    and   ttpwards,   in    the  year   1796» 
reas    10,240,125/.;     and    m     1810,    wu 
15^421,310/.* 

Mr.  TVmieythen  proposed  his  Amend- 
ment,  as  an  addition  to  the  Sixteenth  Re-, 
solution;    but    this    addition    was    also 
negatived. 

The  whole  of  Mr.  Vansittart's  Reso1u« 
tions  were  then  put  and  agreed  to,  aftev 
which  the  House  adjourned. 
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Tliunday,  May  10. 

Geand  Junction  Canal  Watebwokks.] 
Sir  John  Cox  Hippisley  moved  the  further 
consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  above 
Bill,  which  was  opposed  by  sir  W.  Curtis» 
and  sir  J.  Anstruther,  who  moved  that  it 
be  postponed  to  this  day  three  months. 
After  a  farther  conversation,  in  the  coarse 
of  which  Mr.  Simeon  and  Mr.  Shaw  Le« 
fevre  spoke  against  the  original  motion, 
and  Mr.  Pole  Carew  in  support  of  it,  a 
question  arose  as  to  the  propriety  of  disal* 
lowing  the  votes  of  members,  personally 
interested;  upon  which  the  Speaker  rose 
and  referred  to  two  cases,  one  in  1800,  and 
an  antecedent  one  in  1797,  when  this  des* 
cription  of  votes  had  been  rejected. 

Mr.  Ward  said  he  would  not  vote  on 
this  question  after  what  had  fallen  from 
the  Speaker,  but  expressed  a  wish  that  the 
point  should  be  clearly  decided. 

Sir  J.  Newport  observed,  that  such  a 
principle  might  be  extended  to  any  length* 
and  quoted  the  instances  uf  questions  con* 
nected  with  the  public  funds,  the  encou- 
ragement of  corn,  &c.  Those  who  bad  an 
interest  in  opposing,  by  the  same  rule, 
ought  to  be  excluded. 

Mr.  Uuskisson  thought  there  was  no  dan* 
ger  to  be  apprehended  on  that  head.  No 
question  could  arise  on  the  validity  of  any 

*  N.  B.  The  passages  omitted  when  the 
Amendments  were  moved  by  Mr.  Homer, 
on  the  Report  of  the  Resolutions*  on  the 
15th  of  May,  are  printed  in  italics,  and 
the  words  then  inserted  are  printed  be« 
tweea  brackets. 
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BuemlMr't  rUB,  except  Qpooi  a  pefticolar 
challenge,  of  the  justice  of  which  the 
House  must  finaHy  deternine.  The  rule 
laid  down  by  the  Speaker  had  been  ap- 
plied in  1797«  with  respect  to  the  Loyalty 
Loan :  he  had  himself  then  been  challeng- 
ed, and  justified  by  disclaiming 4he  posses- 
aion  of  any  personal  interest. 

Mr.  Fidler  assured  the  hon.  member  (Mr. 
P.  Carew)  that  if  he  should  vote  on  the 
qoestion,  he  would  chaUenge  his  vote. 

The  House  then  divided. 

For  the  original  Motion 69 

Against  it ..••30 

Majority •....•••— 33 

laiSB     BBEWiaS— PbTITION     aiLATIXG 

TO  TRB  Duties  on  SrraiTs.]  Mr.  Graumi 
moved.  That  the  Petition  from  the  Irish 
Brewers*  praying  that  the  Duty  of  2s.  64. 
upon  Spirits  be  restored  to  the  former  rate 
or  5«.  BfL  per  gallon,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House.  He  read 
extracts  from  several  papers,  to  prove  the 
growing  dissoluteness  in  the  manners  of 
the  lower  orders,  in  consequence  of  the 
cheapness  of  ardent  spirits.  He  con- 
tended also  that  the  tax  had  failed  in  point 
of  revenue. 

Mr.  SAou;  (of  Dublin)  seconded  the  mo- 
tion,  he  said  that  of  the  existence  of  the 
evils  complained  of  by  the  Petitioners 
there  could  be  no  reasonable  doubt,  and 
when  they  considered  what  must  be  the 
inevitable  consequences  of  not  timely  re- 
medying those  evils,  and  also  how  fatal 
their  longer  continuance  must  be  to  a 
trade  of  such  weight  and  extent  as  that  of 
the  Brewers,  it  really  appeared  to  him  as 
if  the  present  question  was  in  efiect,  whe- 
ther it  was  for  the  interests  of  Ireland  that 
the  Breweries  in  that  country  should  be 
allowed  by  the  legislature  to  exist  at  all  ? 
It  ought  surely  to  be  a  principle  in  the  im- 
posing of  taxes,  that  as  far  as  it  could 
possibly  be  done,  we  should  avoid  injuring 
the  morals  of  the  people.  Indeed,  in  his 
view  of  the  question,  he  thought  that 
morals  should  never  be  sacrificed  to  reve- 
nue. Since  the  great  reduction  of  the  du- 
ties on  spirits  distilled  in  Ireland,  he  be- 
lieved there  was  no  gentleman  who  had 
been  for  any  time  in  that  country  since 
that  period,  who  must  not  have  been  sensi- 
bly struck  with  the  rapid  and  lamented 
Gbiange  in  the  general  habits  and  morals  of 
the  lower  orders  of  the  people.  He  spoke 
from  his  knowledge,  when  ne  said  that  that 
change  had  been  felt  among  the  lower  or- 
ders of  the  city  of  DubliUi  to  an  extent 

(VOL.  XX.) 
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that  would  of  itself  be  sufficient  to  awaken 
the  attention  of  parliament  to  this  very 
important  question.  And  here  he  could 
not  help  saying,  that  even  if  the  reduc- 
tion of  this  tax  bad  had  no  injurious  efiect 
upon  the  revenue,  still  we  should  pause  be- 
fore  we  made  the  vices  and  dissolute  ha« 
bits  of  the  people  a  source  of  public  reve« 
nue.  But  to  try  it  upon  its  own  ground* 
the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Foster)  said,  that 
he  reduced  the  duty  in  order  to  suppress 
tllicitdistiliation.  (Hear !  fi-om  Mr.  Foster.) 
He  put  it  to  the  candour  of  the  right  hon. 
gent,  to  say,  whether  it  had  any  sach  e& 
lect  ?  Did  not  the  right  hon.  gent.,  in  in- 
troducing this  measure  to  the  House, 
frankly  avow  that  he  made  it  as  a  mere 
expermient  to  suppress  illicit  distillation 
(Here  Mr.  Foster  signified  his  assent); 
and  had  not  that  experiment  totally  failed  ? 
And  afler  it  had  failed,  vrould  the  right 
hon.  gent  blindly  go  on  in  adhering  to  a 
plan  which  had  not  only  failed  of  its  pro* 
fessed  object,  but  had  proved  equally  in- 
jurious to  the  morals  and  revenue  of  the 
country?  (Hear,  hear.)  If,  however,  the 
right  hon.  gent,  would  persist,  he  (Mr. 
Shaw)  would  not  go  along  with  him,  be- 
lieving, as  he  did,  that  by  resorting  to  a 
system  of  equitable  taxation,  fairly  appor- 
tioned between  the  two  trades  that  deserv- 
ed of  that  House  every  encouragement- 
he  meant  the  brewer  and  the  distiller^ 
there  might  be  raised  upon  both,  without 
oppressing  either,  such  a  revenue  as  might 
fully  answer  the  supplies  of  the  country^ 
without  resorting  to  any  further  local 
taxation  whatever.  This,  however,  he 
might  say  as  to  the  principle  he  had  been 
recommending,  that  it  had  received  everv 
sanction  from  the  right  hon.  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  for  England,  who 
had  laid  it  down  as  a  great  rule  for  im- 
posing taxes  of  this  kind,  that  the  morals 
of  the  people  constituted  thcfirst  conside- 
ration ;  this  he  had  said  the  day  before  yes- 
terday, and  he  trusted  it  had  the  dne  im- 
Eression  upon  the  finance  minister  for  Ire- 
md. — ^With  respect  to  the  merits  of  the 
question,  whether  the  reduction  had  or  had 
not^been  productive  of  the  mischiefs  attribut- 
ed  to  it,  and  whether  it  had  or  had  not  al- 
together failed,  were  questions  which  ho 
should  leave  to  be  decided  hy  the  testi- 
mony of  those  facts  which  were  already 
authenticated  upon  the  table  of  the  House. 
The  first  fact,  as  to  the  failure  of  the  expe- 
riment, was,  that  no  stills  bad  taken  out 
licences  in  the  district  where  illicit  distilla- 
tion waa  known  to  abound,  and  that  little 


ITOj    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

or  no  spirita  had  been  transmitted  into 
those  districts  from  the  licensed  distilleries 
in  the  other  parts  of  the  country.  The 
other  statement  went  to  prove  thie  alarm- 
ing increase  of  disease,  owing  to  the  in- 
temperate use  of  ardent  spirits  in  c<^lise- 
quence  of  its  cheapness.  Here  Mr.  Shaw 
.read  the  monthly  reports  of  various  Hospi- 
tals in  Dublin,  and  other  parts  of  Ireland, 
where  it  appeared  that  the  increase  of  the 
numbers  of  sick  admitted,  and  the  num- 
ber of  deaths  in  consequence  of  exces- 
sive intoxication^  had  gone  on  in  such  a 
progressive  state  of  increase,  that  the  num- 
ber of  sick  had  doubled,  and  that  of  the 
deaths  had  trebled,  within  a  very  limited 
period.  Upon  the  whole,  as  toe  reduc- 
tion had  not,  nor  in  his  opinion  could  not, 
do  what  it  professed  to  do, — but  as  it  had 
already  done  much  to  impair  the  revenue 
of  Ireland;  to  injure  the  health  and  vitiate 
the  morals  of  the  Irish  people,  the  motion 
for  sending  it  to  a  Committee  should  have 
bis  cordial  support. 

Mr.  Foi$er  asreed  in  the  practice  of  the 
principle  laid  down  by  both  the  hon.  gen- 
tlemen who  preceded  him*  He  should  be 
ashamed  to  hold  his  office  one  hour  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  a  revenue  attheexpence 
of  the  morals  of  the  Irish  people.  The  hon. 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  had  said,  that 
the  reduction  was  a  mere  experiment  to 
put  down  illicit  distillation.  Certainly 
that  had  been  its  principal  object — and  an 
object  in  the  endeavour  to  e£Ject  which  he 
had  all  those  gentlemen  with  him.  Illicit 
distillation  was  the  great  evil,  and  the 
higher  the  duty  on  the  spirits,  the  greater 
the  premium  to  the  illicit  distiller.  He 
had  proposed  a  penalty  on  the  town  lands 
where  illicit  stills  were  found,  and  this 
mode  might  have  at  least  put  them  down, 
if  It  had  not  been  for  that  most  unfortunate 
measure  of  prohibiting  the  distillation  in 
Ireland.  Buf  the  hon.  gent,  had  contend- 
ed that  the  reduction  had  totally  failed  in 
suppressing  illicit  distillation.  In  answer 
to  this,  he  should  merely  read  the  returns 
of  the  Revenue  Officers  for  the  quarter 
ending  December  25*  1 810.  The  amount 
of  seizures  were  as  follows:  372  stills,  378 
kegs,  344*  worms,  5«362  utensils,  2,800  gal- 
lons of  spirits,  and  1 50,000  gallons  of  pot- 
ale.  He  dented  also  that  the  spirits  were 
at  the  present  so  much  cheaper,  as  had 
been  asserted — in  180i  the  spirits  were 
7j.  Id.  a  gallon ;  in  1 803.  6,  and  7,  about 
7«.  Sd;  in  1810,  8s.  7d.;  and  in  1811, 
8«.  6d  a  gallon.  After  some  further  re- 
marks,  he  said  he  should  boV  howe? er«  ob» 
jcct  to  the  Comoutttt. 
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Sir  H.  Montgomery  spoke  in  favour  of  a 
Committee  up  stairs. 

Sir  J.  Newport  said,  that  nothmg  like 
false  shame  should  ever  keep  him  from 
retracting  an  opinion,  when  he  was  cen* 
vinced  it  was  unfounded.  The  reasoB 
which  bad  induced  him  to  vote  against 
the  fines  on  town  lands  was,  that  they  had 
increased  to  such  an  extent  as  to  produce 
a  sort  of  conviction  that  they  could  not  be 
levied.  He  alluded  in  particular  to  the 
county  of  'Cavan.  But  the  great  question 
was,  whether  or  not  the  low  price  of  spi- 
rits had  increased  the  drunkenness  and 
immorality  of  the  people  of  Ireland;  and 
that  this  was  the  case,  he  would  venture 
to  say,  would  be  unanimously  declared 
by  those  gentlemen  who  had  resided  dur« 
ing  the  last  year  in  Ireland.  The  drunk* 
enness  had  increased  to  such  a  degree^ 
that  no  workman  would  work  more  than 
two  days  in  the  week.  A  man  could 
get  completely  drunk  for  4<^.  This  was 
destructive  of  all  good  order,  and  the 
consequence  would  be,  that  a  military 
force  would  be  necessary  to  controul  the 
excesses.  The  legislature  could  not  be 
tied  up  by  the  licences  to  (distillers.  Tb^ 
people  were  their  first  care,  and  the  re* 
venue  the  second. 

Mr.  fK.  Ta^or  thought  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  raise  the  duty  on  spirits  either 
in  Ireland  or  in  the  western  parts  of 
Scotland,  without  injuring  the  revenue; 
and  opposed  the  going  into  the  Com* 
mittee. 

Mr.  HtUchimon  said,  that  all  the  mat 
brewers  in  Ireland  had  signed  the  Petition, 
and  therefore  it  was  not  to  be  considered 
as  the  Petition  of  a  few  individuals,  but  as 
the  representatives  of  the  whole  body. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  had  said  i\^e  prices 
of  spirits  were  not  greater  now  than  in 
1807 ;  but  he  would  ask  him  if  the  brewer 
retained  the  same  situation  that  he  then 
held  ?  While  the  duty  on  spirits  had  been 
lowered  from  4>5.  to  2s,  6d.  was  any  com- 
pensation made  to  the  brewer  ?  What  he 
blamed  that  right  hon.  gent,  most  for 
was,  that,  against  his  own  judgment  and 
experience,  be  had  consented  to  the  abo- 
lition of  fines,  and  to  a  total  change,  in 
consequence  of  the  distillery  system. 
When  it  could  be  proved  in  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  cause  of  the  late  idlene«, 
drunkenness  and  immorality,  was  exclu* 
stvely  to  be  ascribed  to  the  lowering  ef 
the  duty  on  spirits,  and  that  its  conse- 
quence was  also  to  doubld*the  number  ef 
petienu  in  the  (lospiuls^  end  tr^bU  ikn 
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namber  of  deaths,  he  hoped  that  no  mem- 
ber of  the  House  would  wish  that  this 
abominable  system  should  be  continued 
one  day  longer. 

Mr.  Grauan  asked  the  right  hon.  gent, 
whether  he  consented  to  a  Committee. 

Mr.  PoBier  said  he  had  no  objection  to 
a  Select  Committee. 

The  Ckanoellor  qf  the  Exchequer  thought 
it  unfair  to  ascribe  the  increased  immora- 
lity to  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  spirits» 
if  spirits  were  not  lower  now  than  in  1 807. 
It  was  much  more  natural  to  ascribe  it  to 
the  great  reduction  of  the  price  which 
took  place  on  the  prohibition  to  distil 
being  removed.  With  respect  to  the  hos- 
pitalsj  he  had  been  informed  that  in  con- 
sequence of  several  important  improve- 
ments which  had  been  made  in  them,  the 
aversion  of  the  people  to  them  had  been 
in  a  great  measure  removed,  and  the  pa- 
tients consequently  increased. 

Lord  Catikreagk  thought  that  no  reve- 
nue consideration  ought  to  interfere  with 
the  morals  of  the  people.  It  was  certainly 
the  prevailing  opinion  in  Ireland,  that  the 
low  duties  on  spirits  had  occasioned  the 
late  increase  of  drunkenness.  Spirits 
ought  to  be  discouraged,  and  malt  liquor 
encouraged,  and  the  people  of  Ireland 
jvere  beginning  to  habituate  themselves 
to  the  latter.  There  was  a  time  perhaps 
when  spirits  might  be  more  suitable  to 
the  people  of  Ireland  than  malt  liquor,  but 
now,  when  they  were  better  clothed, 
lodged  and  fed,  they  did  not  require  spi- 
rits to  warm  them. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and  i 
Committee  appointed. 

Ibish  Newspapbbs.]  Mr.  Shaw  rose 
and  spa|fce  to  the  following  effect:  Sir;  In 
pursuance  of  a  notice  I  gate  some  days 
ago,  I  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  Petition  of  the  Proprietors 
of  Newspapers  in  Ireland.  [See  vol.  19, 
p*  1012.]  The  object  of  that  Petition  is 
to  solicit  the  repeal  of  the  additional  duty 
upon  Advertisements  laid  upon  them  in 
the  course  of  the  last  session;  and  I  par- 
ticularly request  the  attention  of  the 
right  hon.  gent  opposite  (Mr.  Foster)  and 
the  indulgence  of  the  House,  while  I  state 
a  few  but  strong  facts  upon  which  the 
Petitioners  claim  is  founded.  The  tax 
complained  of  went  at  once  to  affect  all 
Advertisements  in  proportion  to  their  ex- 
tent, and  the  result  of  a  year's  experience 
has  proved  beyond  contradiction,  that 
this  tax  is  not  only  oppressive  to  the  Pe- 
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titioners,  but  unproduotive  to  the  state, 
and  therefore  the  complaints  urged  against 
it  resolve  themselves  into  these  two  strong 
objections. — ^The  additional  duty  com* 
menced  the  16th  of  July  last,  and  the 
produce  of  the  tax  on  Newspapers  for 
three  months  previous  to  the  laying  on  of 
the  duty  was  increased  to  4,150/.  iSs.  and 
the  produce  of  it  for  three  months  sobse* 
quent  to  the  increase,  was  4,930j.  being  an 
apparent  increase  of  770/.  but  that  in- 
crease is  accounted  for  by  the  subsequent 
establishment  of  two  new  daily  papers, 
and  a  weekly  paper,  and  the  amount  of 
the  duty  upon  these  papers  was  1,000/. 
10f.  4d. ;  if  therefore  this  sum  paid  by 
the  newly  established  papers  be  deducted, 
it  will  leave  only  a  sum  of  3,030/. ;  and 
this  is  a  convincing  proof  the  tax  has  been 
unproductive,  as  it  appears  that  for  three 
months  before  the  duty  was  doubled,  the 
sum  paid  was  absolutely  more  by  about 
130/.  than  it  was  for  the  three  months  after 
the  increase  had  taken  place,  deducting 
the  amount  paid  by  the  newly  set  up  pa* 
pers  I  have  already  mentioned. 

Besides  this,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  no 
inconsiderable  amount  to  be  deducted  for 
duty  on  government  ProciamatioHs,  the 
charge  upon  which  produces  no  additional 
duty  to  the  revenue,  and  it  was  from  these 
chiefly  that  >tbe  duty  on  the  newspapers 
was  derived.  With  regard  to  the  oppres- 
sion of  the  tax,  the  right  hon.  gent,  stated 
when  he  introduced  uie  measare,  that  his 
object  was  to  make  the  duty  upon  adver- 
tisements in  Ireland  amount  to  two-thirds 
of  the  duty  in  England ;  but  bow  much 
more  oppressive  it  has  been  there  than 
such  a  ratio  would  warrant  must  be  evi- 
dent, when  I  state  that  for  every  adver- 
tisement exceeding  ten  lines,  the  Irish 
duty  exceeds  the  Isnglish  in  a  progressive 
increase,  so  that  the  Irish  law  imposes  a 
doty  upon  advertisements  of  SOO  lines  in  a 
ratio  of  20  to  I  to  what  is  paid  in  this 
country.  I  am  not  stating,  the  House 
will  bear  in  mind,  an  injury  that  may 
occur ;  but  what  actually  takes  place  fre- 
quently. As  an  instance,  I  hold  in  my 
hand  an  Irish  newspaper,  containing  aA 
advertisement  for  the  relief  of  the  Porta- 
guese,  the  duty  upon  which  was  2/«  14<. 
Now  the  same  advertisement  in  an  Eng- 
lish paper,  would  be  sul^ect  to  3s. ;  there- 
fore I  call  upon  the  right  hon.  ^ent  if  ho 
can  do  it,  to  reconcile  those  tacts  with 
the  ratio  which  he  distinctly  stated  to  tha 
House  when  be  proposed  thu  tax. 

It  will  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  detail 
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to  the  Hbuie  the  mjarras  consequently  re- 
ftulting  to  the  Irish  press^  for  I  may  appeal 
to  any  of  the  gentlemen  of  Ireland  here, 
who  are  in  4he  habit  of  reading  the  Irish 
papers,  whether  since  the  tax  has  been 
entbrced,  the  advertising  columns  have  not 
greatly  diminished.  Indeed^  this  tax  far 
exceeds  the  means  of  ordinary  advertisers, 
and  in  Ireland  they  have  become  less  by 
one-half  than  they  were  before  it  was  im- 
posed* It  is  also  to  be  observed,  that  the 
number  of  readers  of  advertisements  must 
be  proportionably  diminished,  and  that  a 
diminution  of  the  circulation  of  news- 
papers is  the  inevitable  consequence,  so 
that  the  revenue  is  decreased  more  than 
even  what  doubling  the  duty  was  esti- 
nated  to  produce.  Besides  this,  we  are 
to  keep  in  mind  that  the  Irish  press  la- 
bours under  hardships  peculiar  to  itself, 
and  also  that  it  is  deprived  of  many  of 
the  advantages  the£nglish  press  enjoys; 
to  name  one,  for  instance,  the  Irish  pro- 
prietor is  allowed  a  discount  of  but  one 
and  g  half  per  cent,  and  the  allowance  in 
this  country  is  17  per  cent. 

Such,  Sir,  are  the  observations  I  have 
thought  it  my  doty  to  make  upon  this 
subject;  they  are  founded  upon  facts,  and 
every  person  who  wishes  well  to  Ireland, 
most  desire  that  the  blessings  of  an  en- 
lightened press  should  be  enjoyed  there, 
and  no  press  can  be  enlightened  or  bene- 
ficial to  the  country  that  is  not  free.  The 
tax,  if  persisted  in,  will  make  the  honour- 
able labours  of  men  of  talents,  unproduc- 
tive or  ruinous  to  themselves,  and  such 
prints  only  can  exist  who  look  not  to  the 
public  favour  for  support,  but  who  receive 
for  their  remuneration  the  wages  of  cor- 
ruption. I  move  you,  therefore.  That  the 
Petition,  with  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House. 

Mr.  Foiter.  Sir;  the  hon.  gent,  over 
the  way  says,  that  this  is  an  oppressive 
tax,  andf  to  prove  it,  he  adds»  that  two  news- 
papers have  been  set  up  in  Ireland.  He 
states,  that  the  duty  would  have  fallen 
▼ery  considerably  short,  if  1,000/.  had  not 
been  added  by  two  newspapers,  which 
were  not]  in  contemplation  at  the  time 
of  raising  the  duty.  What  is  to  be  in- 
ferred }  That  if  the  papers  had  fallen  off 
and  been  injured,  there  would  not  have 
been  two  papers  voluntarily  set  up.  But 
the  fact  is  this;  last  session  I  was  mis- 
understood and  misrepresented,  not  vo- 
lunt^ily,  but  I  never  said,  that  I  meant  to 
impose  two  thirds  of  the  duty  in  £og* 
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land  on  Ireland,  but  that  I  thought  the 
mode  of  fixing  the  prices  were  better 
there  than  here*  The  printers  charge  so 
much  for  every  ten  lines,  and  the  framen 
of  the  tax  thought  that  the  doty  should 
be  paid  in  the  same  way  for  every  ttfi 
lines;  that  is,  the  proprietor  and  the  go« 
vernment  should  consider  every  addi« 
tional  ten  lines  as  a  new  advertisement. 
I  then  said,  and  the  situation  of  Ireland 
has  since  unhappily  proved  it  to  be  ne«- 
cessary.that  I  should  endeavour  to  look 
at  those  taxes,  which,  btr  experience, 
existing  in  England  were  round  least  tin 
jurious,  and  I  looked  to  the  raising  of 
such  stamp  duties  as  I  thought  Ireland 
could  bear.  I  saw  then  more  consider- 
able  difficulties  than  this,  because  I  could 
not  conceive  thenj  nor  can  I  see  it  now, 
how  the  price  of  advertisements  can 
hurt  the  newspapers.  It  appears  that 
not  only  the  advertisements  are  given  m 
the  papers,  but  by  the  produce  of  the 
tax  since  its  commencement,  that  it  is 
operative. 

I  will  just  state,  what  would  have  been 
the«  elBlect  if  I  had  pursued  the  EngKsk 
system.  It  is  said,  that  for  one  adver- 
tisement 2/.  14i.  6d.  is  paid  in  Ireland, 
which  in  England  would  be  only  S». 
Why  ?  because  in  England  they  pay  for 
only  one  advertisement  though  it  bt  more 
than  ten  lines.  What  would  be  the  con^ 
sequence  ?  If  I  had  followed  the  Englisli 
duty — FMr.  Shaw  said  something  across 
the  table,]  If  the  hon,  gent,  has  a  mind 
to  have  the  English  duty,  let  him  propose 
it.  I  will  state  to  him  that  the  present 
duty  in  Ireland  is,  what  it  would  amount  to 
as  it  is  collected  in  England,  and  what  it 
would  have  amounted  to  had  it  not  been 
increased.  The  old  duty  in  1809,  upon 
94,000  single  advertisements  of  ten  lines 
was  47,000/.  I  proposed  raising  the  duty 
to  2f.  which  amounted  to  Py^QI/.  If  I 
had  adopted  the  English  mode  of  paying 
3s.  for  each,  it  would  have  been  14,200/. ; 
what  then  is  the  difference  between  the 
two  modes  ?  It  is  this,  that  we  have  en- 
deavoured to  make  the  single  advertise- 
ments cheap,  and  to  throw  the  great  weight 
of  the  tax  upon  long  advertisements,  think- 
ing  that  the  short  advertisements  came 
from  persons  in  a  lower  rank  m  life  than 
those  who  sent  the  long  advertisements ; 
the  Ions  ones  generally  relating  to  pro- 
perty which  is  able  to  pay  a  higher  duty. 
It  was  the  same  with  the  stamp  duties** 
that  which  now  was  only  7,4001.  by  the 
Britiib  duty  aiight  be  made  l6,90OL    If 
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the  Ihml  gtfit  wnhcs  liis  comtitotiili 
•hottld  be  put  on  the  tme  footing  at  the 
newipepen  in  London,  I  can  certainly 
hare  no  objection  to  it.  It  it  for  him  to 
doit  if  he  pleaies. 

Mr,  PanM  said,  that  he  had  been  ap« 
plied  to  by  lereral  printert  in  Dublin  to 

Eropote  a  repeal  of  the  stamp  duties  on 
aAd  bills.  There  was  an  objection  to 
this  daty  as  well  as  to  the  duties  on  adter- 
tisements»  which  he  concei?ed  could  not 
be  ffot  oyer ;  they  were  directly  contrary 
to  the  express  enactment  of  the  7th  article 
of  the  Union,  which  prof  ided,  that  no  ar» 
ticle  In  Ireland  should  be  made  subject  to 
a  higher  daty  than  the  same  article  was 
sttfajiect  to  in  England.  In  this  country 
there  was  no  duty  on  hand  bills,  and  on 
adfertisemenu  the  duty  never  could  ex- 
ceed S«.  on  each  advertisement;  whereas 
in  Ireland,  if  it  consisted  of  more  than  ten 
lines,  it  was  much  higher  than  this  sum.-^ 
The  duties,  therefore,  imposed  ii^  the  last 
session  ought  never  to  be  allowed.  It  was 
owing  to  3ie  manner  in  which  the  act  was 
hurried  through  the  House,  that  no  notice 
iras  taken  of  this  defect  in  it;  he  now 
trusted  that  iv  would  be  looked  into,  and 
its  regulations  made  at  least  consistent  with 
the  Act  of  Union. 

Mr.  Foiier."»The  hon.  gent,  mentions 
now,  that  the  tax  on  hand«bills  is  to  be 
taken  into  consideration  with  the  other 
subject,  if  I  understand  the  object  of  his 
motion.  I  can  only  say,  that  the  tax  on 
hand  bills  was  recommended  to  me  by  one 
of  the  gentlemen  proprietors  of  news- 
papers in  Dublin,  who  said  that  hand-bills 
ought  to  have  a  reasonable  tax  laid  upon 
them,  so  that  they  should  not  have  the  ad- 
vantage, and  draw  the  advertisements  from 
the  newspapers.  I  acceded  to  the  wish, 
and  he  proposed  a  penny  on  hand-bills, 
which  I  thought  toc^much,  and  said  it 
ought  to  be  only  one  halfpenny.  All  I 
say,  is,  that  much  injury  will  indeed  be 
done,  if  the  Eliglish  mode  is  adopted,  but 
if  the  hon.  gent,  likes  it,  he  can  if  he 
wishes  have  it  adopted. 

Sir  John  Newport.  I  conceive.  Sir,  that 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  of  Union, 
this  new  tax,  as  i^  regards  advertisements 
exceeding  ten  lines,  is  in  direct  violation 
of  the  law;  because  it  is  an  additional 
duty,  although  it  is  declared,  that  no  ar- 
ticle in  Ireland  shall  be  made  liable  to 
any  new  or  additional  duty,  rendering 
the  whole  amount  of  which  would  be 
thereafter  payable,  exceeding  the  amount 
of  the  duty  payable  in  England  on  the 


like  aitides.  Advertiseuienia  of  90  lines 
pay  more  in  Ireland  than  in  England,  ted 
if  this  IS  not  direetlv  against  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  act,  I  cannot  see  what  ia. 
[Here  the  right  hon.  gent  read  a  part  of 
the  act.]-«mw.  Sir,  I  do  not  see  hew,  in 
regulating  the  duty,  that  the  right  hon. 
gent,  has  a  right  to  do  it,  because  it  is  an 
absolate  violation  of  the  act.  When  too, 
the  Petitioners  make  any  request  on  the 
subject,  they  aite  told  then  you  most  pay 
the  whole  doty  that  is  paid  in  England. 
Would  it  be  mir  to  call  on  any  body 
of  men,  under  the  local  circumstances  of 
the  country  and  In  their  peculiar  branch 
of  business,  and  to  say  to  them,  you  must 
either  submit  to  the  grievance  I  have  in» 
flicted  upon  you,  or  you  must  be  bur* 
dened  with  another  grievance.  There 
are  many  articles  on  which  the  poverty 
of  Ireland  cannot  admit  the  same  tax: 
Would  it  be  right  to  say  to  the  Petitioners, 
"  true  it  IS,  you  complain  of  the  grie* 
vances  of  a  tax  and  you  shall  have  a  mo* 
dification  of  it ;  but  on  these  terms,  that 
you  shall  receive  a  greater  burden,  and 
pay  taxes  the  same  as  in  England."  I 
am  perfectly  confident,  that  any  aug* 
mentation  of  the  duty  on  advertisements 
will  have  no  beneficial  efiect  in  the  re* 
venue,  and  only  serve  to  put  down  the 
press  of  Ireland. 

With  regard  to  what  has  been  said  of 
newspapers  being  set  up,  which  has  been 
already  made  use  of  by  the  other  side ;  it 
should  be  remembered,  that  a  newspaper 
may  be  so  ingeniously  managed  as  to  se* 
cure  to  itself  all  the  government  procla* 
malions  and  advertisements  of  public 
boards,  where  the  government  only  pays 
with  one  hand  and  receives  with  the  other. 
Indeed,  newspapers  may  be  set  up  merely 
with  a  view  to  give  encouragement  to  the 
idea  that  the  tax  will  not  be  injurious  to 
the  press,  but  I  should  be  glad  to  see  hojr 
much  of  that  sum  of  10,000/.  was  actually 
and  bona  fidt  taken  out  of  the  public 
purse;  that  is,  the  government  paying 
with  one  hand  into  the  other,  from  one 
pocket  into  another.  That,  I  think,  would 
be  the  fair  criterion  of  judging  in  what 
proportion  the  tax  had  been  productive. 
Another  thing  has  been  stated,  and  it  b 
that  the  smaller  advertisements  are  pe* 
culiarly  the  produce  of  the  poor;  but 
there  is  one  description  of  advertisements 
which  feels  the  effect  of  this  tax  with 
great  severity  from  its  nature,  such  as 
sales  of  estates  and  decrees  of  courts  :  in- 
deed every  thing  relating  to  judicial  pro- 
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ceedings,  wh«r«  the  party  is  often  the 
poorest  of  the  poori  and  vrhere  there  is  an 
absolute  necessity  that  it  should  be  ad* 
▼ertised  at  a  greater  length  than  is  com- 
moUf  I  do  think>  therefore,  unless  there 
be  a  f ery  great  object  with  the  revenue, 
in  cases  like  this  the  House  ought  not  to 
bear  heavily  upon  the  Press ;  sure  I  am — 
that  every  thing  which  tends  to  diminish 
.  the  freedom  of  the  Press  does  it  most  se- 
rious injury,  because  I  do  believe  that  a 
free  discussion  of  topics  is  a  public  con« 
cem>  and  in  its  maintainance  the  public 
has  a  very  serious  interest* 

The  right  hon.  gent  says,  that  the  news- 
papers can  pay  the  tax,  because  it  falls 
upon  particular  individuab  who  can  pay. 
I  say  that  fewer  persons  will  advertise  if 
it  be  so  heavy  as  to  make  it  an  object. 
We  know  the  fact  to  be  so,  and  if  you  lay 
on  a  duty  so  great  that  persons  can  com- 
municate  more  cheaply  and  conveniently 
by  written  notices,  will  it  not  most  ma- 
terially affect  the  editors  of  newspapers, 
and  induce  them  even  to  discontinue  their 
concern.  With  respect  to  hand -bills, 
the  duty  was  intended  to  protect  the 
printers  of  newspapers.  I  believe  it  will 
be  manifest  when  the  matter  comes  to  be 
looked  into,  how  much  the  duly  has  pro- 
duced ;  it  will  be  manifest,  that  it  has  not 
answered  any  object,  but  to  throw  out  of 
employment  those  concerned  in  this 
branch  of  trade  ;  and  I  would  beg  leave 
to  say,  tbat  the  House  is  peculiarly  bound 
to  guard  the  press  of  Ireland  against  any 
act  of  the  united  parliament ;  and  why  ? 
Because  at  the  act  of  union  the  most  ma- 
terial sacrifices  were  made  by  the  printing 
body — the  whole  book  trade  of  Ireland 
sacrificed  to  the  measure. 

Mr.  P.  Moore,  —  Sir,  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  it  would  be  a  great  advan- 
tage if  the  press  of  Ireland  were  to  be 
supported  in  the  same  way  as  in  this 
country,  and  the  greater  the  enoourage- 
.  ment  that  is  held  out  for  its  multiplication, 
the  greater  will  be  the  ultimate  benefit  to 
be  derived  from  it. — When  the  right  hon. 
gent,  on  the  other  side  talks  of  placing  the 
English  and  Irish  duties  on  the  same  footing, 
he  should  remember  that  the  duties  in  this 
country  have  grown  with  the  growth  of  the 
press,  and  they  cannot  be  parted  with  now ; 
and  in  Ireland  in  proportion  to  the  pro- 
ductiveness of  the  revenue,  will  be  the 
strength  which  the  nation  will  obtain.  I 
have  nothing  more  to  say  on  the  subject 
at  present,  but  to  remark  once  for  all,  that 
the  duty  as  lefied  now  on  the  number^  of 
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lines  in  each  advertisement,  has  tended 
more  to  the  restriction4>f  the  liberty  of  the 
press  than  to  its  encouragement ;  and  I 
am  persuaded  that  if  the  duties  are  placed 
as  they  are  in  £ngland,  it  will  afford  en- 
oouragemtot  to  the  press,  which  shall  en- 
able the  press  of  Ireland  to  rival  the 
growth  of  the  revenue  of  the  press  of 
England.  Regarding  the  liberty  of  the 
press  as  the  greatest  safeguard  and 
strength  of  the  nation,  and  as  I  have  before 
taken  occasion  to  state,  as  that  which  has 
given  to  us  all  that  is  valuable,  vrhich 
has  secured  to  the  constitution  that  firm- 
ness, and  to  the  throne  that  brilliancy 
and  splendour  which  I  hope  never  to  see 
shaken  or  tarnished  :  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  thinking,  firom  the  advantages  we  have 
seen  resulting  from  the  press  throughout 
the  world,  that  in  Ireland  also  it  would  be 
useful,  and  would  secure  it  from  the  at- 
tacks of  corruption  and  tyranny*  What 
was  the  situation  of  France  with  regard 
to  the  liberty  of  the  press  at  the  time  of 
the  revolution  ?  At  that  period,  no  news- 
papers had  circulation  20  miles  out  of 
Paris ;  and,  if  there  had  been  a  commu- 
nication between  the  different  loyalists, 
and  a  line  of  intelligence  kept  op  for  them 
to  act  together,  it  is  impossible  that  it 
should  have  made  any  comparative  pro- 
gress; but,  for  want  of  it,  they  all 
hastened  to  this  country,  because  they 
could  not  understand  what  was  going  on. 
I  hope  that  the  committee  will  be  allowed 
to  enter  into  this  business,  fully  convinced, 
that  benefits  will  arise  from  it  to  k>oth 
countries  ;  and  I  declare,  that  so  long  as 
I  shall  continue  to  have  a  seat  in  this 
House,  or  to  have  a  residence  on  the 
face  of  the  earth,  the  liberty  of  the  prcsS; 
and  every  thing  connected  with  it,  shall 
receive  my  strenuous  support. 

The  Chancelior  qf  the  Exchequer  said, — 
Sir,  I  feel  it  necessary  to  say  only  a  few 
words  on  this  subject,  which  is  a  sort  of 
charge  on  my  right  hon.  friend.  The  tax 
is  laid  upon  advertisements,  and  the  hon. 
gent,  who  brought  the  matter  forward, 
tells  the  House  that  there  is  a  certain 
description  of  persons  who  are  peculiarly 
fond  of  reading  advertisements,  and  therep 
fore  be  concludes,  that  as  the  advertise- 
ments are  lessened,  the  demand  for  the 
papers  will  be  also  diminished.  What 
description  of  persons  those  are,  who  are 
advertisement  readers,  or  who  would  be 
deterred  from  purchasing  the  papers,  be* 
cause  there  are  not  quite  so  many,  it  is 
difficult  to  undentand ;  it  is  not  easy  to 
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find  out  what  sort  of  taste  prevails  among 
those  who  are  ao  peculiarly  fond  of  read- 
ing advertisements^  and  those  long  ones 
too.  Then  we  are  told,  that  it  will  be  a 
restraint  on  the  liberty  of  the  press;  but  I 
would  really  advis^  gentlemen  to  reflect 
a  little,  before  they  make  this  charge. 
Now,  I  beg  leave  to  ask,  is  it  a  fact  that  in 
consequence  of  this  tax  any  one  news* 
paper  has  been  obliged  to  be  put  down  ? 
Is  there  an  allegation  that  any  one  person 
has  been  unable  to  carry  on  the  trade  on 
account  of  the  diminution  of  advertise* 
ments  or  the  advertisement  readers }  We 
have  not  had  an  ailegatidn  of  the  kind. 
There  are  as  many  papers  now  as  before 
for  any  thing  we  have  heard,  and  we  have 
been  told  that  there  are  two  more  that 
have  grown  up,  and  the  inference  there* 
fore  is  that  there  is  a  description  of  per- 
sons who  do  not  like  advertisements.  I 
confess  1  should  be  among  that  descrip* 
tion  of  readers  who  like  to  have  all  the 
information  but  rather  more  compressed, 
and  if  I  had  a  choice  I  should  indulge 
rather  in  advertisements  of  a  short  com- 
position than  where  there  was  a  good  deal 
of  letter-preu  of  another  kind.  But  if 
people  wish  to  see  the  liberty  of  the  press, 
surely  they  will  find  more  food  to  satisfy 
their  appetite  in  the  other  part  than  in 
the  advertisements,  and  therefore,  if  it 
were  put  in  an  extravagant  way  it  may 
be  said  to  be  rather  an  encouragement  to 
liberty.  There  is  no  ground  for  any  such 
exaggerated  statement  that  we  have  en- 
tered into  a  conspiracy  against  the  press 
in  Ireland,  and  in  order  to  carry  this  ma- 
licious design  into  execution  we  had  laid 
a  duty  on  all  long  advertisements,  and 
that  the.  Irish  government  had  exercised 
their  wits  and  ingenuity  to  keep  it  out  of 
tight  by  setting  up  two  new  papers  at 
much  expence,  in  order  to  shew  that  the 
liberty  of  the  press  was  not  aQected. 
These  are  the  |^rave  grounds  stated  to  in- 
due^ us  to  believe  that  the  tax  ought  not 
to  continue.  If  the  number  of  news- 
papers continued,  it  would  be  a  strong 
grbuhd  to  shew  that  the  liberty  of  the 
press  has  not  been  injured,  but  any  gen- 
tleman who  has  had  an  opportunity  of 
teeing  the  contents  of  the  newspapers, 
will  say  that  there  never  was  a  period  at 
which  It  can  be  said  that  the  liberty  of 
the  press  was  less  injured  or  confined  than 
under  this  tax ;  for  I  think,  for  my  part, 
that  I  never  read  a  greater  degree  of 
warmth  or  a  larger  number  of  paragraphs, 
letters^  or  statements  which  indicated  a 


degree  of  liberty  in  the  papers  than  what 
have  been  penned  on  this  ve/y  tax,  which 
is  the  subject  of  ko  much  animated  discna- 
sion,  by  far  more  like  the  sentimenit  of 
liberty  than  I  ever  read  in  the  longest  ad* 
vertisements  I  ever  saw.  It  does  appear 
to  me  that  people  continue  to  publish  ad* 
vertisements  for  their  own,  and  the  public 
concerns,  with  very  material  advantage* 

Certainly  I  think  the  question  was  very 
fairly  put  across  the  House,  that  my  right 
lion,  friend  was  willing,  if  the  parties  ao 
pleased,  to  adopt  the  English  mode  of 
taxing  advertisements.  It  might  be  a 
very  fair  subject  for  consideration  in  Um 
House;  we  should  have  no  difficulty  in 
adopting  that  rate,  and,  as  I  understand, 
it  would  rather  l>e  preferred.  There  were 
in  the  year  1809,  I4<000  advertisements, 
under  ten  lines,  and  they  produced  4,7 45 ^ 
and  the  whole  tax  on  all  the  other  large 
advertisements  did  not  produce  so  much 
as  those  under  ten  lines;  therefore  it  may 
be  a  matter  worth  consideration,  if  it  wonld 
be  right  to  make  that  tax  any  longer  a 
subject  of  complaint,  for  it  appears  to  b% 
a  tax  which  would  fall  much  lighter  upon 
them,  than  that  which  applied  to  news- 
papers in  England.  On  the  whole,  there^ 
fore,  I  think,  that  if  any  alteration  were 
to  be  made,  it  would  be  the  worse  for  the 
newspapers— and  they  ought  to  take  care, 
that  in  making  their  complaints,  they  do 
not  shew  that  they  are  not  sufficiently 
taxed,  so  as  to  draw  upon  them  additional 
burdens* 

Mr.  PoHimhy.  If  I  were  to  advise  the 
proprietors  of  newspapers  in  Ireland,  I 
should  recommend  them  to  abide  by  the 
tax  as  it  is,  rather  than  to  seek  it  to  be 
imposed  as  in  England,  for  I  believe  they 
pay  less  at  present,  and  lose  less  in  their 
profits,  tlian  if  they  were  to  pay  the  tax 
paid  by  the  proprietors  of  English  news- 
papers. They  will  find,  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  opposite  has ,  not  made  a 
proposal  to  night  extren«ely  beneficial  to 
them,  if  he  were  to  change  the  subsisting 
tax  in  Ireland  for  ihe  subsisting  tax  in 
England.  They  say,  if  you  do  not  like 
the  tax  as  it  is,  how  shall  we  give  you 
help  ;  and  the  only  answer  they  make,  it 
an  addition  to  what  you  complain  of« 
Now,  the  contribution  in  England  it  15 
parts  out  of  17 ;  the  whole  contribotion 
of  Ireland  to  be  raised  by  a  single  tax,  by 
the  act  of  Union  aloifc,  would  amount  to 
only  two  parts  out  of  17.  It  is  an  odd 
standard,  to  take  off  the  ability  of  Ireland, 
to  say,  that  England  pays  the  same  tax  ; 
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bot  the  atot  of  Union  has  an  express  pro- 
Tuion  on  the  subject,  which  says,  that  no 
article  shall  be  taxed  more  in  Ireland 
Ibaa  in  £ngland.  Perhaps  if  these  arti- 
cles had  been  considered  worth  a  little 
more  attention  than  they  received,  they 
might  luye  admitted  of  conBiderable  im- 
provement; some  might  not  have  been 
inserted,  or  have  subsisted  at  this  moment. 
But  does  the  right  hon.  gent,  think  it  rea- 
sonable that  the  newspaper  proprietors  in 
Ireland  should  be  subject  to  the  additional 
lax  on  long  advertisements?  Here  it  is 
aply  $9.  on  every  advertisement.  Take 
Ihe  comparative  calculation  in  the  two 
eountries,  and  is  there  any  man  who  will 
say,  that  it  is  a  fair  rate  of  taxation  ?  I 
think  where  an  English  advertisement 
pays  3s.  an  Irish  one  should  pay  only  2s. 
at  myost,  and  I  wish  the  wealtn  of  Ireland, 
as  compared  with  England,  could  be  con- 
sidered as  2  to  3.  I  am  sure  it  falls  very 
short  of  it  indeed ;  and  when  you  come 
to  the  tax.  it  is  but  reasonable  that  you 
should  consider  the  wealth  of  the  two 
cauntries.— -As  to  the  tax  destroying  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  for  one  1  have  not  the 
least  idea  that  it  will  produce  that  efifect, 
but  I  think  it  is  a  very  unreasonable  tax, 
and  I  hope  that  the  right  hon.  gent  will 
see  something  just  in  the  complaints  of 
the  petitioners,  and  that  he  will  not  refuse  to 
have  the  matter  examined  by  a  Commit- 
tee. •  I  see  considerable  justice  in  some 
things  that  have  £illen  from  the  other 
side,  though  I  do  not  give  way  to  any  of 
the  exaggerated  statements :  but  what  I 
wish  is,  that  the  tax  may  be  fixed  in  some 
way  or  other  so  as  to  produce  a  less  re- 
duction of  the  profits  of  the  proprietors. 

Mr.  Hutchinson, — I  am  sure  the  House 
is  very  much  indebted  to  the  right  hon. 
gent  opposite,  for  bis  amusing  conmenis, 
but  I  do  not  think  that  they  will  have  any 
great  weight  with  the  House,  though  I  at 
ibe  same  time  give  him  great  credit  for 
turning  this  most  serious  subject  into  ri* 
dicule  and  humour.  But  the  advertising 
readers  are  not  so  much  to  be  despised, 
because,  if  he  examined,  he  would  see 
bow  much  the  revenue  is  increased  by 
the  advertisemenis,  and  he  would  be 
aware  how  great  a  defalcation  of  that  re- 
venue would  take  place,  if  the  advertise- 
ment readers  were  to  be  scoffed  and 
lauglied  out  of  their  reading.  But  the 
reason  why  my  hon.  friend  adverted  to  it 
was  this,  that  no  paper  either  in  this 
country  or  in  Ireland  can  support  itself 
but  through  tbe  medium  of  advertisements. 
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I  cannot  for  a  moment  doubt  but  that  tba 
right  hon.  ^ent.  does  know  it ;  the  public 
prints  are  mjured  by  destroying  that  in 
which  the  public  are  interested.  They 
are  injured  by  detailing  the  debates  in 
parliament,  because  they  are  obliged  to 
leave  out  their  advertisements. — Now,  the 
hct  of  the  two  additional  newspapers  in 
Dublin,  which  the  right  hon.  gent  ap- 
plied to  his  own  purpose,  goes  directly 
the  other  way;  for  why  did  the  hon. 
member  for  iJublin  make  use  of  it  in  ar- 
gument ?  He  said,  that  in  a  prior  period 
of  three  months,  the  whole  amount  of  duty 
amounted  to  4^109/.;  and  a  subsequent 
period  it  was  4,930i. ;  but  that  in  the 
latter  period,  there  were  two  additional 
papers  set  up— and  in  the  conclusion  it 
appears,  that  these  two  additional  papers 
paid  1,000/.  and  deducting  that  from  the 
duty  of  the  period  before,  there  will  be  a 
defalcation  of  duty,  instead  of  an  increase, 
of  nearly  300/.  If  we  could  agree  in  this 
House  as  to  our  facts,  there  would  be  less 
debating,  and  business  would  be  done 
more  for  tbe  public  benefit  If  the  hct 
be  true,  that  that  which  in  England  costs 
3s.  in  Ireland  costs  nearly  3/.  the  fact  is,  I 
submit,  sufiicient ;  it  is  a  volume  of  arga* 
ment  and  reasoning  to  induce  the  House 
to  accede  to  the  motion,  and  it  has  not  yet 
been  denied.  But  I  want  to  know,  why 
should  the  Chancellor  of  the  £xcheqaer» 
or  any  member,  say,  we  will  allow  aaver- 
tisements  of  a  certain  length.  They 
have  none ;  and  the  moment  you  confine 
the  circulation,  you  stop  the  benefit  to 
the  advertiser,  and  the  proprietor  will  not 
find  it  worth  his  while  to  carry  it  on, 
wh^n  he  receives  no  advertiseroents.-*ln 
the  first  place,  a  great  number  of  adver^ 
tisements  consist  of  decrees,  which  are  of 
length,  and  the  proprietor  will  lose  these, 
and  he  will  feel  that  the  profit  of  his  paper 
is  lessened,  because  it  does  not  afibrd  the 
same  information  that  it  did  before ;  then 
the  paper  becomes  less  saleable,  and 
thereby  this  tax  is  a  tax  upon  his  property. 
But,  Sir,.  I  am,  in  common  with  all  the 
friends  round  me  who  support  this  ntotion, 
a  sincere  and  sealous  friend  to  the  Press, 
but  particularly  to  the  Irish  Press.  I  am 
sure  it  cannot  be  too  much  encouraged, 
and  he  is  the  sincerestfiriend  of  the  empire, 
who  encourages  all  species  of  investigation 
in  Ireland,  through  the  medium  of  tbe 
Press.<-*If  there  be  any  part  of  the  king* 
dom,  where  there  should  be  loss  restraint 
than  in  another,  it  is  in  Ireland ;  because, 
however,  we  may  strive,  we  cannot  con- 
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ceal  from  ourielves,  that  there  it  ntuch 
amelioration  and  alteration  neceMary,  be* 
fore  we  can  bring  it  to  that  happy  state« 
which  every  Irishman,  every  Englishman, 
I  may  say,  would  desire ;  and  gentlemen 
here  must  get  more  information  on  the 
•object,  and  in  no  way  can  they  get  so 
welL  or  effectually.,  as  throush  the  public 
press.  In  no  place  is  the  liberty  of  the 
press  so  necessary  as  ihere. 
.  Mr.  Gratian.'-^l  do  not  think  that  the 
icale  of  taxation  in  this  case  is  fair :  it 
doubles  every  ten  lines.  Now,  that  is 
no  principle  of  taxation,  it  may  subject 
cor  Press  to  much  heavier  burthens,  to  a 
much  greater  weight,  and  ought  not  to  be 
adopted.  The  right  hon.  gent,  will  be 
pleased  to  recollect  that  if  what  he  said 
was  true,  that  the  tax  doea  not  go  directly 
to  affect  the  liberty  of  the  press,  but  it 
may  affect  the  circulation  of  the  press, 
and  if  you  aflectthe  circulation  you  affect 
the  liberty  of  the  press  in  this  way ;  that 
few  men  will  undertake  to  conduct  news* 
papers  unless  they  are  under  the  protec- 
tion of  other  men  of  influence  and  weight, 
so  as  to  convert  the  press  at  any  time  to 
the  purpose  of  any  minister.  .  I  beg  leave 
to  observe,  that  I  think  the  right  hon. 
gent,  was  perfectly  disinterested  in  pro- 
posing this  tax.  lie  suggested  a  system 
of  taxation  to  the  amount  of  300,000/., 
and  it  most  be  allowed  that  they  are  not 
very  popular,  and  it  is  impossible  that  that, 
or  any  new  system  of  taxation,  should  he, 
▼ery  popular.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
thought,  however,  that  they  would  be 
very  proper  taxes  to  be  introduced  and 
discussed  in  the  public  papers ;  so  he  taxes 
the  press  so. as  to.  bring  the  press  into  a 
discussion  with  him,  and  on  that  occasion, 
certainly,  he  was  not  much  spared.  It  is 
true  be  has  been  unsuccessful  in  his  taxes, 
and  as  a  politician,  I  cannot  say  that  he 
has  evinced  much  wisdom.  The  mode  I 
.  would  recommend  would  be,  that  the  House 
should  go  into  a  Committee  upon  it. 

Mr.  Fotier  said,  that  he  had  no  inten« 
tion  of  attacking  the  liberty  of  the  press 
>  Mr.  Skaw.  I  do  not  teel  it  necessary 
to  trouble  the  House  for  more  than  a  few 
minutes,  to  reply  to  the  observations 
which  have  been  made  in  opposition  to 
the  motion  which  i  had  the  honour  of  sub- 
mitting to  their  consideration  ;  and  first, 
I  must  allude  to  the  argument  touched 
upon  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite 
(Mr.  Foster},  that  because  a  newspaper 
has  been  set  up  in  Dublin  since  the  tax 
was  imposed,  that  therefore  it  cannot  be 
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tinjurioua.  But  that  right  hon.  gent, 
knows  very  well  that  the  paper  alluded 
to  was  set  up  by  the  Castle,  and  be* 
longs  to  government,  and  who  will,  no 
doubt,  so  distribute  their  favours,  that  it 
will  receive  more  out  of  the  taxes  than  it 
will  ever  contribute  to  them.  It  is  noto* 
rious  that  this  paper  has  been  sent  gratig 
throughout  the  country,  and  the  adver« 
tisements  it  contains  are  government  Pro* 
clamations  or  Decreesi^  signed  "  W.  W. 
Pole,''  therefore  no  argument  can  ba 
drawn  from'  a  paper  of  such  a  description, 
which  ought  to  affect  the  legitimate  presa 
of  Ireland.  The  right  hon.  gent,  in  hia 
usual  manner  proposes  to  redress  the  grier- 
ance  of  the  Petitioners— how  ?  Why,  by 
increasing  their  burthens ;  but  I  cannot 
believe  him  serious ;  he  knows  perfectly 
well  that  Ireland  cannot  bear  equal  taxa* 
tion  with  this  country ;  and  therefore  hia 
proposition  looks  like  mockery.  The 
other  right  hon.  gent.,  for  the  motion  has 
only  been  opposed  by  the  two  ChanctHors, 
has  been  pleased  to  treat  the  subject  with 
ridicule ;  he  hiughs  at  the  idea  that  news* 
papers  are  indebted  for  any  part  of  their 
circulation  to  their  advertisements;  ha 
seems  to  think  in  fact  that  no  person 
reads  them,  but  if  the  fact  be  that  they 
are  such  unnoticed  kind  of  things,  why  <k> 
advertisers  go  to  the  expence  of  paying 
for  them  ?  and  why  does  the  right  hon. 
gent,  tax  them?  But  in  order  to  shew 
this  right  hon.  gent,  how  perfectly  he  it 
mistaken  upon  the  point,  I  have  only  to 
tell  him,  that  there  it  a  paper  pubHthed 
in  Dublin  called  the  Day  Note,  which 
containt  nothing  but  advertisementtr  tnd 
therefore,  cannot  be  bought  for  its  newt; 
and  yet  has  a  considerable  circulation. 
Sir,  the  case  of  the  petitioners  is  well  de« 
serving  the  attention  of  the  House-^they 
have  a  formidable  rivalship  to  contend 
with  in  the  great  circulation  which  Eng* 
lish  newspapers  have  obtained  in  Ireland^ 
and  therefore,  the  profits  arising  from  ad* 
ver tisements  must  be  a  greater  object  to 
them  than  it  is  to  the  newspapers  in  Ibia 
country,  whose  circulation  is  so  iromenso^ 
extending  throughout  the  whole  of  tho 
British  dominions  in  varions  parts  of  tho 
world.  I  have  now  only  to  add,  that  upoft 
une  point  1  have  not  been  answered  at  all* 
I  did  assert,  that  the  produce  of  this  tax 
was  lews  since  than  it  was  before  it  was 
doubled  ;  and  I  was  prepared  to  prove  it 
from  the  best  information  I  could  procure* 
and  which  I  believe  to  be  correct.  Should 
the  House  go  into  a  Committee,  it  will  he 
(O) 
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proTed  to  iheir  latisfaction.  Upon  so  jott 
in  occasion^  I  must  certainly  press  the 
question. 

The  House  then  divided,  when  the 
numbers  were — For  the  motion  17; 
Against  it  20  ;  Majority  12. 

IJst  qftkc  Minority, 


Aberemmby,  J. 
Adaniy  W. 
Graitan,  Henry  ^ 
Horntr,  F. 
Hutchinson,  C.  H. 


O'Hara,  Colon^ 
Palmer,  Colonel 
Ponionbj,  rt.  bon.  G. 
Smithy  W. 
Tracyi  H. 


La  Touche,  Coloael  Western,  C, 

Martin,  Henry  Wrotteslev,  Sir  H. 
Montgomery,  Sir  H.  TeUeri : 

Moore,  P.  Shaw,  R. 

Newport,  Sir  John  Pameil^  H. 

Irish  Elbctions  Bill.)  Colonel  Barry 
ealled  the  attention  of  the  Home  to  the 
present  state  of  the  law  with  respect  to 
Elections  in  Ireland.  It  was  well  known, 
that  before  a  person  was  permitted  to  vote 
for  the  return  of  m  member  to  parliament, 
k  was  necessary  that  he  should  register 
his  estate,  and  take  certain  oaths  prescribed 
by  law.  In  those  oaths  blanks  were  left 
to  be  filled  up,  and  in  the  filling  of  them 
op  frequent  dispates  arose,  which  had 
caused  many  petitions  to  be  sent  to  that 
House.  It  was  with  respect  to  those 
blanks  that  he  wished  something  to  be 
done,  that  a  man  should  not  lose  his  elec- 
tive  franchise  throuffh  any  informality  in 
iilittg  them  up.  In  addition  to  all  the 
other  forms,  it  was  rendered  necessary  by 
the  BCto  of  13th,  14th,  and  S3d  of  the 
king,  that  the  Roman  Catholic  should  pro- 
duce sr  certificate  of  his  harine  taken  the 
oaths,  &c.  before  he  could  be  allowed  to 
YOte.  Now,  in  some  instances  it  had  hap- 
pened that  the  officers  appointed  to  <giVe 
the  certificate,  had,  through  not  giving  a 
proper  certificate,  deprived  the  Catholic 
of  his  vote.  In  the  year  1795,  he  re- 
membered that  no  fewer  than  4()0  free* 
holders  were  in  such  a  predicament  at  the 
lime  of  a  contested  election  in  which  he 
was  concerned.  He  wished  the  law  to  be 
amended  in  these  respects,  and  was  desi- 
M>us  of  making  a  provision  to  enable  the 
Catholic  in  certain  cases  to  take  out  a  new 
cerUfioate,  which  at  present  could  not  be 
done.  He  concluded  by  moving  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Act  for 
Regulating  Elections  in  Ireland  of  Mem- 
bers to  serve  in  Parliament. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  BilL 

laita  CatviiiALS.}    Mr.  W^  Ptk  ob- 


tained leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  anthoriso 
the  Judges  of  Ireland  to  punish  by  hard 
labour  and  imprisonment,  persons  sen* 
tenced  to  transportation,  and  to  repeal  ao 
much  of  a  former  act  as  relates  to  the  snb- 
ject.  The  right  hon.  gent,  prefaced  hit 
motion,  by  stating  it  to  be  his  intention  to 
propose  that  two  Judges  in  the  case  of  a 
person  sentenced  to  transportation,  should 
have  power  to  commute  the  sentence,  by 
sending  the  party  to  hard  labour  and  con« 
finement,  for  sueh  a  period  as  misht  be 
judged  proper.  This  he  thought  desira* 
ble«  as  sometimes  oflfenders  were  aeiH 
tenced  to  be  transported  for  petty-larce* 
nies  and  trifling  offences,  and  the  sentence 
once  passed,  as  the  law  stood  the  Jodgee 
could  not  soilen  its  rigour. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday,  M(^  17. 

In  the  Committee  of  Privileges  on  tho 
Berkeley  Peerage  several  witnesses  were 
examined  at  considerable  lenffth.  The 
Committee  sat  from  about  half  past  two 
o'clock  till  seven.  Further  proceeding 
on  Tuesday.. 

Protestant  Dissenting  MiMisTBaa 
Bill.]  Viscount  Sidnunuk  moved  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  [for  a  copy 
of  the  Bill,  see  vol.  19,  p.  11  S3.] 

Earl  Sianhope  urged  the  impropriety  of 
sufiTering  a  Bill  of  such  importance  to  pass 
through  iCs  principal  stage,  after  so  short 
an  interval,  in  so  thin  a  House,  and  afWr 
the  remaining  peers  had  been  so  long  en* 
gaged  in  closely  attending  to  another 
business.  He  thought  it  would  be  proper 
to  allow  a  considerable  interval  before  the 
second  reading,  in  order  that  the  mea« 
sure  might  be  more  generally  considered 
throughout  the  country,  and  to  aflbrd  those 
to  be  affected  by  it  an  opportunity  of  lay* 
ing  their  sentiments  before  parliament  on 
the  subject. 

Earl  Grey  also  requested  that  the  second 
reading  might  be  postponed,  both  for  the 
reason  suggested  by  his  noble  friend,  and 
also  to  give  time  to  those  numerous  and 
respectable  classes  of  men,  who  conceived 
themselves  afiected  by  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill,  to  petition  the  Hoose.  It  waa 
highly  important  that  the  Bill  should  re* 
ceive  the  fullest  discussion  and  ezamlna* 
tion  not  only  with  regard  to  its  own  pro* 
visions,  but  in  the  view  that  it  might  lead 
to  future  violations  of  the  Toleration  Act. 
He  regretted  thai  hia  noble  friend  dioaM 


itrj 


JMWm  tfMt.  Si.  Mm  JUmom. 


Mat  17,  181 1. 


V» 


bare  brovght  forward  th«  meaaorc^  parti« 
€iilarly  at  a  period  like  the  preaent,  when 
M  maay  circooMtances  required  that  re- 
ligioas  dissentions  should^  if  possible,  be 
iprtTented.  He  hoped  the  noble  Titcouot 
would  consent  not  only  to  the  postpone* 
nent  of  the  Bill  for  a  few  days,  but  until 
aezt  session,  as  in  many  parts,  particularly 
in  that  part  of  the  country  with  which  he 
(earl  Grey)  was  peculiarly  connected, 
and  where'  there  were  many  sectaries,  but 
consisting  of  persons  most  aealously  at* 
lached  to  the  constitution,  they  had  not 
had  time  to  consider  the  provbions  of  the 
Bill. 

Viscoonl  SidUoitfA  called  to  the  recol« 
lection  of  the  noble  lords,  that  it  wu 
generally  understood  the  Bill  should  be 
read  a  second  time  this  day,  but  that  the 
debate  on  the  principle  of  the  measure 
was'^not  to  take  place  before  Tuesday  ; 
and  on  this  understanding  many  noble 
peers  had  absented  themselfes,  who  would 
otherwise  have  attended.  Neither  would 
the  discussion  of  a  measure  of  so  much 
importance  be  proper  in  so  thin  an  at- 
tendance as  that  at  the  present  time. 
With  respect  to  what  was  said  of  the  senti- 
ments or  those  likely  to  be  affected  by 
the  Bill,  he  bad  conversed  with  several, 
who  approved  of  the  measure.  Neither 
were  there  any  who  could  justly  com* 
plain  of  its  being  unexpected ;  as,  it  was 
well  known  that  for  two  successive  ses- 
sions he  had  expressly  given  notice  of 
his  intention  to'  propose  such  a  measure. 
However,  he  din  not  wish  to  press  the 
order  at  present,  and  therefore  would 
move  that  instead  of  now,  the  Bill  be  read 
a  second  time  on  Tuesday  next. 

The  Earl  of  Roufyn  suggested  that  the 
Berkeley  peerage  stood  again  for  Toes- 
day,  and  that  they  might  probably  sit  late 
in  the  committee  of  privileges. 

The  Earl  of  Bmdtmghamlnre  observedi 
Ihat  however  important  the  Berkeley  peer- 
age case  might  be  to  an  individual,  the 
Bill  of  his  noble  friead  was  of  mi|ch 
greater  general  importance. 

Earl  Qronanar  approved  of  the  princi- 
ple of  the  Bill,  and  thought  ii  would  tend 
Co  strengthen  the  established  church,  and 
aiake  religion  in  general  more  respectable 
aMi  respected. 

Lord  SUdadok  observed,  that  the  Bill 
torlainly  seemed  to  agitate  greatly  the 
public  mind ;  yet  a  measure  formed  upon 
similar  principles  and  propoeed  by  him- 
self some  years  since  in  another  place, 
eeomed  te  meet  wilii  gaoeral  approbation. 


In  the  committee  the  provisions  of  the  BiU 
might  be  discussed,  and  whatever  was 
deemed  objectionable  amended. 

The  question  was  then  pot.  The  BiU 
was  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on 
Tuesday,  and  the  Lords  to  be  summoned 
for  that  day. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS. 

Friday,  Ma^  17. 
Pbtition  of  Ma.  St.  John  Mason  re» 

SPBCTING  HIS  ImFRISONMBNT  BT  THE  IbiSH 

GovEBNMENT.]  Mr^  ^KeHdon  presented 
a  Petition  from  Mr.  St.  John  Mason,  sett* 
ing  forth  *'  That  the  petitioner  was  ad- 
mitted a  member  of  the  Irish  bar  in  Tr^ 
nity  Term  1S03,  and  that  in  August 
thereof,  the  petitioner  was,  when  on  cir- 
cuit, arrested  at  the  distance  of  seventy 
miles  from  Dublin,  to  which  he  was  d^ 
rectly  conveyed,  and  committed  to  the 
prison  of  Kilmainham,  where  he  was  de«* 
teined  in  close  and  rigid  custody  for  move 
than  two  years;  and  that  the  instrument 
by  virtue  of  which  the  petitioner  had  bee$ 
so  committed,  was  a  state  warrant,  signed 
by  Mr.  Wickham^  then  chief  secretory  lor 
Ireland  under  the  earl  of  Hardwicke's 
administration,  and  by  his  excellency's 
command,  containing  a  sweeping  and  ge* 
neral  charge  of  treason;  and  that  the  said 
warrant  did  not  specify  that  the  said 
charge  was  founded  on  any  information 
given  upon  oath ;  and  that  the  petitioner 
and  his  friends  have  applied  to  the  Irish 
government  in  every  shape,  both  person* 
ally  and  otherwise,  respecting  its  oppres* 
sive  treatment  of  the  petitioner,  soliciting 
examinatiOri,  and  claiming  to  be  informea 
of  the  cause  of  the  petitioner's  having 
been  so  deprived  of  his  liberty  lor  oHMre 
than  two  years ;  but  that  all  such  appli« 
cations  have  been  wholly  unavailing^  ill 
consequence,  as  the  petitioner  dotb  fiihnly 
but  most  respectfully  assert  te  the  Honsob 
of  the  absolnte  inability  of  that  •goveni* 
ment  to  steto  with  truth,  any  just  cause 
whatsoever  for  such  rigorous  and  cruel 
imprisonment  of  the  petitioner ;  and  thal» 
as  it  is  impossible  for  the  petitioner  to 
prove  the  negative  of  an  undefined  and 
unspecified  charge,  the  petitioner  can,  ia 
general  terms  only,  most  solemnly  deohnro 
his  innocence,  to  esteblish  which,  he  bad 
also  during  his  imprisonment,  when  bo 
was  at  the  mercy  of  vile  and  corrupt  in- 
formers, repeatedly,  but  in  vain,  demand* 
ed  from  the  said  government  of  Ireland, 
that  right  wfaioh  tho  constitatioa  gif  as  te 
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every  sabject  of  the  lend  agaitiit  whom 
accusation  has  been  laid,  namely,  a  trial 
by  the  laws  of  bit  country ;  and  that  the 
infringe inent  and  suppression  of  jnstice, 
which  had  been*  exercised  in  the  case  of 
the  petitioner,  not  coming  within  the 
scope  or  cognizance  of  any  legal  tribunal, 
he  begs  leave,  with  the  most  becoming 
respect,  to  approach* the  House  for  con- 
stitutional redress,  and,  as  an  injured  sub- 
ject of  this  realm,  in  whose  person  the 
general  rights  of  the  community  have 
been  violated,  humbly  to  appeal  against 
such  violation  ahd  suppression  of  justice; 
and,  fortified  as  well  by  the  rectitude  of 
his  conduct  as  by  a  firm  confidence  in  the 
protecting  justice  of  the  House,  the  peti- 
tioner begs  permission  to  present  his  com- 
plaint against  that  officer  of  the  state, 
under  whose  government  such  violation 
had  been  committed,  and  whom  the  peti- 
tioner, however  elevated  might  have  been 
the  trust  and  station  to  which  that  officer 
had  been  exalted,  cannot  constitutionally 
consider  as  divested  of  responsibility  for 
the  acts  of  that  trust  as  exercised  in  his 
administration  in  Ireland;  which  said 
complaint  the  petitioner  most  humbly 
begs  to  present  to  the  House  as  his  duty, 
in  the  last  resort  to  society  and  to  him- 
self, challenging  all  inquiry,  and  defying 
all  imputation  on  his  probity  and  honour ; 
and  that  the  petitioner  doth  therefore  dis* 
tinctly  and  directly  charge  the  govern- 
ment of  the  earl  of  Hardwicke,  when  that 
noble  earl  was  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
with  injustice  and  oppression,  by  having, 
in  the  person  of  the  petitioner,  abused,  to 
the  tiijory  and  destruction  of  the  subject, 
the  discretionary  powers  of  that  trust 
which  had  been  granted  fur  his  protec- 
tion; and  further,  that  the  said  earl  of 
Hardwicke  has  since  continued  to  deny 
that  humble  measure  of  justice  to  the  pe« 
titioner,  the  acknowledgment  of  his  inno- 
cence, of  which  the  petitioner  cannot  but 
think  his  lordship  is  now  convinced ;  and 
the  petitlbner  now  humbly  prays,  that 
the  House,  which  the  petitioner  looks  up 
to  as  the  grand  depositary  and  guardian  of 
the  public  rights^  according  to  the  struc- 
ture of  the  constitution,  will  be  graciously 
lileased  to  grant  to  the  petitioner,  who  is 
now  in  humble  attendance  awaiting  the 
pleasure  of  the  House,  such  means  and 
•pfortunities  of  substantiating  his  said  al* 
legations  as  may,  in  its  wisdom,  appear 
best  calcolaxed  for  the  attainment  of  such 
his  object,  and  for  the  accomplishment 
«f  justice  i  the  petitioner  so  prayisg*  not 
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only  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating  his 
character,  but  also,  under  the  protection 
of  the  House,  of  guarding  by  his  humble 
efihrts,  the  rights  of  the  subject  against 
similar  infractions,  which  rights  have  been 
so  unconstitutionally  violated  in  the  person 
of  the  petitioner/' 

Mr.  W.  Pole  had  no  doubt  that  lord 
Hardwicke  had  sufficient  grounds  for  pro- 
curing the  arrest  of  this  gentleman.  Tha 
information  upon  which  he  had  been 
taken  up  was  secret,  and  from  his  know- 
ledge of  that  information,  he  had  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying,  that  lord  Hardwicke  had 
not  only  grounds  for  what  he  did,  but  that 
he  would  have  been  guilty  of  a  gross  de- 
reliction of  his  public  duty,  if  he  had  not 
done  so.  He  had  no  objection,  however^ 
to  the  Petition  lying  upon  the  table. 

The  Petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  after  a  few  words  from  Mr.  She- 
ridan, and  Mr.  Peter  Moore. 

Mbmbbrs  or  Parliament  bbcoiiin« 
Bankrupts.]  Mr.  Thompion  gave  notice 
that  he  would  on  an  early  day  in  the  next 
session  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  declare  vacant  the  Seats  of  all  Members 
of  Parliament  who  should  be  proclaimed 
Bankrupts,  and  should  not  pay  their  debts 
in  full  within  six  months  after  the  date  of 
the  commission.     [Hear,  hear !] 

British  and  Irish  Militias  Bill.] 
Mr  Secretary  Ryder  brought  up  the 
Militia  Interchange  Bill.  On  the  question 
that  it  be  read  a  first  time ; 

£arl  Temple  rose,  and  apologised  for  so 
unusual  a  proceeding  as  that  of  opposing 
the  first  reading  of  a  Bill;  but  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  present  Bill  was  so  hostile  to 
every  feeling  of  his  mind,  that  his  oppo- 
sition to  it  could  not  be  removed  by  any 
subsequent  modification  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill  itself.  He  should  even  have 
opposed  the  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in 
the  Bill,  had  he  not  been  kept  from  the 
House  by  the  illness  of  a  near  relation* 
He  objected  to  the  Bill,  first,  because  it 
involved  in  its  consequences  a  direct 
breach  of  faith  with  the  Militia,  inasmuch 
as  the  Militia  had  enlisted  for  service  con- 
fined to  the  soil  [here  Mr.  Secretary  Ryder 
intimated  across  the  table,  that  with  re- 
spect to  those  already  in  the  Militia  the  in- 
terchange Would  be  altogether  optional.] 
This  mode,  though  not  so  objectionable^ 
was  yet,  in  the  opinion  of  the  noble  lord« 
one  that  ought  not  to  be  adopted.  It 
would  pat  the  officcn  et  tha  mercy  of  tha 
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men;  for»accordingatthe  men  determined 
in  that  country  so  must  the  officers.  This 
went  to  affect  the  first  principle  of  subor- 
dination. Another  objection  was,  that  if 
one  part  of  a  regiment  Tolonteered,  and 
the  other  did  not,  there  would  be  two 
distinct  services;  the  evils  of  which  were 
obvious.  He  farther  objected  to  the  mea- 
sure upon  a  constitutional  ground.  The 
Militia  wis  a  species  of  military  force, 
that  might  be  said  to  be  independent  of 
the  crown  :  it  was  a  force  independent  of 
the  Standing  Army.  Besides  it  might  de- 
prive the  service  of  the  talents  of  the  ablest 
of  the  Militia  officers;  and  without  mean- 
ing any  thing  invidious,  it  could  not  be 
forgotten,  that  it  was  a  different  thing  to 
an  English  country  gentleman  to  go  over 
to  Ireland,  and  to  an  Irish  country  gentle- 
man to  come  over  here  with  his  regiment, 
where  be  must  have  come  at  all  events  to 
attend  his  parliamentary  duties. — He  like- 
wise objected  to  the  measure,  because  it 
would  destroy  the  means  now  resorted  to 
of  recruiting  the  regular  army.  The 
Militia  had  of  late  years  been  a  kind  of 
preparation  for  the  regular  service.  The 
effect  of  the  proposed  interchange  would, 
however,  be,  to  render  necessary  a  higher 
bounty  to  recruits  for  the  militia,  as  the 
nature  of  their  service  was  to  be  extended. 
A  great  burden  would  also  be  imposed  on 
the  counties  by  the  necesjiity  of  pro- 
viding for  the  wives  and  families  of  those 
Militia  men,  who  left  their  respective 
islands.  It  ivas  a  bad  return  for  the  sa- 
crifices which  the  Militia  officers  had 
always  been  so  ready  to  make,  to  propose 
a  measure  of  such  an  injurious  nature. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  defended  the  Bill 
from  the  imputation  of  a  breach  of  faith. 
That  the  Militia  was  a  constitutional  force 
which  ought  to  be  revered,  and  to  the  feel- 
ings of  which  the  greatest  attention  ought 
to  be  paid,  he  was  most  wilting  to  admit ; 
bat  he  denied  that  it  was  independent  of 
the  crown,  or  that  any  officers  of  the 
Militia  could  be  appointed  without  having 
the  royal  approbation.  He  denied  also 
that  the  proposed  measure  would  have 
the  effect  of  disuniting  the  officers  and 
the  men.  They  were  both  put  on  the 
tame  footing.  He  did  not  believe  that 
many  Militia  officers  would  be  induced  to 
quit  the  service  in  consequence  of  the  pro- 
posed interchange ;  but  he  was  prepared 
to  say,  that  much  as  he  should  lament 
snch  an  occurrence,  it  was  a  sacrifice  which 
he  for  one  would  rather  make,  than  aban- 
don a  meaaare  which  he  was  satisfied  was 


pregnant  with  the  most  important  advan- 
tages to  the  empire. 

Earl  Tetifie,  in  explanation  of  his  state- 
ment respecting  the  independence  of  the 
Militia  of  the  crown,  said,  that  what  ha 
meant  was,  that  the  Militia  was  not  officered 
by  the  crown.  His  Majesty  had  only 
the  power  of  approval. 

Mr.  Herbert  supported  the  Bill.  He 
did  not  see  how  it  would  add  to  the  power 
of  the  crown,  except  indeed,  by  making 
the  army  more  formidable  to  the  enemy. 
As  for  the  recruiting  for  the  regular  army, 
the  measure  would  much  facilitate  it ;  for 
men  wlio  had  already  passed  over  a  sea, 
would  be  more  likely  than  others  to  offer 
themi^elvesfor  general  service. 

Mr.  Bastard  strenuously  opposed  the 
Bill.  If  the  Militia  officers  were  told  at 
once,  ''  We  have  no  further  occasion  for 
your  services,  and  we  dismiss  you,''  they 
would  have  nothing  to  'complain  of;  but 
they  had  a  right  to  complain,  when  they 
were  put  in  a  situation  which  compelled 
them  either  to  quit  the  service,  or  very 
probably  to  expose  themselves  to  the  re- 
sentment of  the  crown,  for  not  carrying 
the  projected  measure  into  effect. 

Sir  J  Netoport  asked  whether  any  clause 
was  to  be  introdOi-ed  into  the  Bill,  protect- 
ing the  catholic  soldiers  of  the  Irish  Militia 
from  being  compelled  to  attend  the  esta- 
blished church,  when  in  England  ? 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  replied,  that  the 
operations  of  the  Bill  would  be  such  as  to 
render  it  impossible  for  the  Militia  of  the 
two  cojintries  to  be  placed,  in  that  re- 
spect, in  any  situation  dilierent  from  that 
in  which  each  stood  in  its  respective 
country. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Thurs- 
day, and  to  be  printed. 

Exemptions  to  FoaxiGNBRS  paoM  the 
Property  Tax.]  The  order  of'  the  day 
for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  having 
been  read, 

Mr.  HiMorth  rose  to  make  his  promised 
motion  on  the  Exemption  of  the  Funded 
Property  of  Foreigners  from  the  Property 
Tax.  When  the  Bill  in  which  this  ex- 
emption originated  was  first  proposed,  it 
was  contended,  that  without  the  violation 
of  a  precise  act  of  parliament,  no  doty 
could  be  imposed  on  Funded  Property. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  this  argument 
proceeded  from  a  misapprehension  of 
those  aata;   fer  it  never  could  have  been 
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inttnded  by  the  Itgulalure  that  income 
arising  out  of  whatever  deacripUon  of  pro- 
perty«  should  be  exempted  from  the  ge- 
neral contribution  necessary  to  the  secu- 
ritv  of  the  stote.  In  1803,  the  Bill  for 
collecting  the  Income  Tax  on  Funded 
Property  at  the  Bank  passed,  and  in  1806 
it  was  amended,  suli  leaving  the  clause 
which  exempted  from  the  tax  the  Funded 
Property  of  Foreigners.  To  this  clause  he 
now  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House*  It  had  been  argued  in  1 806,  that 
the  exemption  would  operate  as  an  invita- 
tion to  foreigners  to  place  their  money  in 
the  British  funds*  This  expectatioh,  how- 
ever, had  proved  unfounded ;  for  the 
Funded  Property  of  Foreigners  had  re- 
mained nearly  the  same  ever  since  that 
period.  The  hon.  gentleman  next  stated 
the  manner  in  which  the  drawback  on 
this  tax  was  obtained,  namely,  by  a  power 
of  attorney  granted  by  the  foreigner  resi- 
dent abroad,  to  whom  the  stock  belonged; 
and  exposed  the  opening  which  was  thus 
afforded  to  the  most  flagrant  abuses.  It 
was  not,  however,  so  much  on  the  impo- 
licy and  inconvenience  of  the  exemption, 
that  he  founded  his  objection  to  it,  but  on 
the  injustice  of  the  measure.  Let  us  exa- 
mine, said  the  hon.  gentleman,  iotp  the 
relation  in  which  the  foreigner  stands, 
who  residing  abroad,  possesses  property 
hi  our  funds.  Let  us  examine  under  what 
conditions  he  became  possessed  of  that 
atock,  v\  hat  faith  has  been  either  express- 
ed or  implied,  what  honour  pledged  to 
him  under  which  be  can  derive  any  colour 
of  right  to  be  placed  on  a  diflereiit  footing 
from  the  general  massof  siockholders.  In 
the  first  place,  none  of  the  government 
loans  have  been  contracted  with  foreigners. 
The  loan  is  necesiarily  completed  before 
the  stock  is  created.  There  is  then  no 
pledge  on  the  part  of  government  to- 
wards foreigners.  Why  then,  there  can 
be  no  violation  of  national  faith—there 
can  be  no  sacrifice  of  public  principle; 
and  I  call  upon  the  advocates  of  this  clause 
of  exemption  to  shew  the  contract,  if  it 
e»sts,  by  which  any  exception  is  taken, 
or  any  exemption  secured,  or  even  pro- 
mised, to  the  property  of  aliens.  I  can 
find  no  such  contract.  Foreigners  become 
stock- holders  by  purchase^  The  stock  is 
in  the  market  before  they  can  become 
proprietors.  They  can  only  purchase  that 
riffht  in  it  which  the  seller  was  possessed 
of;  and  by  that  purchase  they  arc  placed 
in  the  same  situation,  subject  to  the  same 
refiiiatioDs  and  liabk  to  the  sapie  wotix^ 


gencies  with  the  original  subscribers.  If 
then  you  break  no  faith  in  taxing  tha  an* 
nuittes  payable  to  native^,  you  break  non« 
to  foreigners*  Taxing  natives  and  ex« 
empting  foreigners  is  a  gross  injustice.-^ 
The  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by  moving* 
"  That  the  account  of  the  Amount  of  all 
ef  all  Exemptions  granted  to  Foreigners 
in  respect  of  the  duty  on  dividends  in  the 
various  funds  of  Great  Britain,  and  on  tha 
dividends  of  the  Fast  India  and  South  Sea 
companies,  under  the  Property  Tax,  from 
the  quarter  ending  in  October  1809  to  the 

?|uarter  ending  in  January  1811,  be  re* 
erred  to   the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means." 

Mr.  Baring  opposed  the  motion,  not  so 
much  because  the  abolition  of  the  exemp* 
tion  would  be  impolitic,  as  because  ii 
would  be  inconsistent  with  good  faith.  An 
act  of  parliament  distinctly  stated,  that 
persons  who  lent  money  to  the  public 
should  never  have  that  money  taxedi 
In  conformity  to  this  pledge,  when  tha 
Property  Tax  was  first  imposed,  it  was  not 
deducted  from  the  dividends  :  but  it  was 
afterwards  found  convenient  to  take  it  at 
the  period  of  paying  the  dividends,  rather 
than  at  any  other  time,  and,  in  his  opi« 
nion,  with  great  propriety.  But  a  fo- 
reigner who  had  property  in  the  British 
funds  stood  inm  very  different  situation. 
He  was  not  uxable.  If  parliament  taxed 
him,  they  mustr^tax  him  as  the  holder  of 
stock,  which  they  were  pledged  not  to 
tax  at  all. 

The  ChanceUor  qf  the  Exchequer  did  not 
think,  if  the  Property  Tax  were  a  new 
measure,  that  it  would  be  any  breach  of 
faith  to  tax  the  Funded  Property  of  fo- 
reigners; but  the  question  was,  whether^ 
having  granted  the  exemption  in  the  first 
instance,  and  having  confirmed  that  grant 
after  various  discussions,  it  would  be  ho* 
nourable  for  parliament  to  take  advantage 
of  that  property  which  they  were  not  sore 
would  now  be  m  the  funds,  but  for  the  se« 
curity  from  duty  to  which  the  holders  of 
it  conceived  the  British  parliament  was 
pledged.  If  the  exemption  were  with* 
drawn,  the  period  of  withdrawing  it  mast 
be  fixed  for  a  distant  day.  The  stale  of 
the  world  and  a  variety  of  circnmsiancea 
combined  to  render  it  necessary  for  the 
House  to  be  very  circumspect  in  soch  a 
proceeding.  It  was  tha  great  object  of 
the  enemy  to  embarrass  our  finances* 
Thus  attacked,  it  was  due  to  the  Brttiab 
character  to  show  that  this  country  wonM 
net  reeortte  any  naesp  shifts   4haHtvroeM 
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not,  for  the  paltry  adTantage  of  gaining  | 
5<>  or  60,000/.  ▼ioiale  its  faith,  by  doing 
thai  which  all  prfteding  governments  and 
parliaments,  since  the  origin  of  the  mea- 
sure, had  refused  to  do.  it  was  not  pro* 
bable,  that  any  great  fraud  could  be  prac- 
tised on  this  subject,  the  amount  of  stock 
held  in  the  name  of  foreigners  being  near* 
ly  the  same  as  formerly.  But  even  such 
a  consideration  would  be  trifling,  com- 
pared with  the  honour  of  the  country, 
which  was  deeply  implicated  in  the  trans- 
action, and  which,  he  trusted,  parliament 
urould  preserre  unblemished. 

Sir  T.  l\iTt€m  contended  that  ministers 
ought  to  have  some  regard  .for  what  might 
be  the  feelings  of  the  English,  as  well  as 
for  what  might  be  the  sentiments  of  fo- 
reigners. Our  former  forbearance  was  no 
reason  why  the  exemption  should  be  con- 
tinued. We  bad  granted  them  the  indul- 
gence a  long  while,  and  now  the  circum- 
stances of  the  times  rendered  it  necessary 
that  It  should  cease.  He  thought  we  might 
call  upon  them  without  being  guilty  of 
any  breach  of  faith.  The  parties  them- 
selves would,  he  thought,  be  the  last  to 
complain  of  such  a  measure ;  and  he 
would  ask  if  it  was  not  due  to  the  people 
of  this  country,  to  name  some  period, 
however  distant,  at  which  this  distinction 
fhould  be  done  away } 

Mr.  Pok  Carew  was  surprised  that  any 
gentlemen  who  knew  the  laws  of  the 
country,  as  the  hon.  baronet  did,  could 
think  such  an  alteration  as  that  proposed, 
coald  be  made  without  a  breach  of  the 
pablic  faith. 

Mr.  Howarth  in  reply,  contended  that 
foreigners  were  not  lenders  of  money  to 
the  state,  but  purchasers  of  properly  in  it. 
He  should  like  to  know  why  that  property 
which  was  taxed  while  in  Engliso  hands, 
should  be  exempt  from  taxation  when 
transferred  to  hands  of  a  foreigner  ?  No 
pledge  to  that  effect  had  been  given. 
When  a  foreigner  came  here,  we  protect- 
ed him  and  his  property  too  ;  and  when 
he  went  hence,  he  \en  us  to  defend  his 
property  in  his  absence.  Was  it  not  then 
reasonable,  that  he  should  pay  a  some- 
thing for  this  protection  ?  And  as  to  what 
had  been  said  of  what  might  be  advanced  by 
ottf  enemies  an  our  taking  such  a  step, 
could  it  be  imagined  that  Buonaparte 
would  calculate  on  our  situation,  from 
any  regulation  we  might  make  which 
might  add  a  few  thousands  to  our  annual 
revenues,  when  he  knew  that  in  the 
Pedfaisula  wa   carried  on  Ihe  war  at  an 
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expence  of  not  less  than  a  million  per 
month?  He,  however,  was  willing  to  with- 
draw his  motion  with  an  understanding 
that  the  subject  would  be  again  brought 
forward  on  a  future  day.  He  was  confi* 
dent  the  right  hon.  gent,  must  ultimately 
feel  the  justice  of  that  which  he  would 
suggest ;  and  so  long  as  he  (Mr.  How- 
arth)  had  a  seat  in  that  House»  he  would 
bring  the  business  forward  year  after  year, 
till  redress  was  obtained. 

The  motion  was.then  negatived  without 
a  division. 


Suitors  in  Chancbry*]  Mr.  Jtfl  J. 
Taylor  again  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  situation  of  Suitors  in  Chan- 
cery. He  had  brought  forward  their  casa 
twice  already.  In  the  first  instance  hia 
motion  had  been  negatived,  on  the  ground 
of  notice  bavins  been  given  of  a  motion 
on  the  subject  elsewhere ;  and  in  the  pre- 
sent session,  when  he  renewed  his  motion^ 
it  was  met  by  the  previous  question,  and 
he  was  told,  it  would  be  proper  to  wait 
till  the  result  of  the  proceedings  in  a 
Committee  of  the  Lords  was  made  known* 
He  was  now  told,  that  a  something  might 
shortly  be  expected  from  them  in  the 
shape  of  a  Report ;  this,  however,  he  felt 
confident  would  not  remedy  the  evil.  He 
then  proceeded  to  state  the  hardships  ex- 
perienced by  Suitors  in  Chancery.  He 
would  propose  that  three  commissioners  or 
judges  should  be  appointed  to  decide  on 
their  claims,  which  he  thought  ought  not 
to  be  attached  to  the  great  seal.  He  con- 
cluded by  moving.  "  That  a  Committee 
be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  causes  that 
retard  the  decision  of  suits  in  the  high 
court  of  Chancery." 

The  Chawellor  of  ihe  Exchequer  thought, 
as  the  subject  was  postponed  some  time  till 
the  result  of  the  inquiries  making  by  the 
Lords  was  known,  there  was  no  reason  for 
doing  any  thing  now,  as  their  report  had 
not  yet  been  published,  and  was  expected 
shortly  to  appear.  Under  these  circum- 
stances he  would  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  H.  Martin  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
original  motion. 

Mr.  Lockhart  thought  it  might  be  ad<« 
visable  to  suspend  their  decision,  anc| 
would,  if  permitted,  move  an  adjournment 
for  a  week. 

The  Chancellor  of  ihe  Exchequer  with- 
drew the  previous  question,  and  Mr.  Lock<« 
hart  moved  that  the  debate  should  be  ad- 
journed to  Thursday.  * 
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Sir  5.  RomiUy  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
motioo  of  bis  boo.  friend,  wbich  be  thougbt 
from  tbe  knowledge  he  had  of  the  circum- 
•tance,  did  not  deserve  to  be  met  either 
with  tbe  previous  question*  or  by  the  mo* 
lions  for  an  adjournment, 

Mr.  Stephen  thought  that  all  opinions 
should  be  reserved  until  the  House  was  in 
possession  of  the  plan  itself,  and  that  there 
would  be  an  impropriety  in  going  into 
tbe  consideration  of  the  evil*  without  a 
▼lew  to  soiQe  remedy. 

Mr.  JET.  Martin  said  he  saw  no  reason 
why  the  House  should  refuse  going  into 
a  Committee*  the  evil  being  admitted  upon 
all  hands. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  acreed  in  the 
amendment;  and  contended  that  they 
should  wait  the  result  of  the  inquiry  which 
wasknown\to  be  going  forward  in  ano- 
ther place. 

Mr.  Adam  observed*  particularly  with 
respect  to  the  appellant  jurisdiction*  that 
it  would  be  necessary  to  clear  olT  the 
present  arrears*  and  nothing  more ;  the 
evil  was  but  temporary*  and  required  but 
a  temporary  remedy. 

Mr.  MorrU  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
amendment 

Mr.  C  Adami  supported  the  motion. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  Pole 
Carew*  who  supported  the  amendment* 
and  Mr.  Ponsonby*  who  maintained  that  a 
sufficient  cause  for  delay  was  not  made  out* 
the  House  divided*  when  there  appeared* 
J^or  the  amendment  40.  Against  it  19. 
Majority  21. 
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Monday,  May  20. 

Petition  op  the  Roman  Catholics  op 
Iakland.]  Mr.  Grairan  presented  a  Peti- 
tion from  his  Majesty's  Catholic  Subjects* 
whose  names  were  thereunto  subscribed* 
as  well  for  theaiselves  as  others  his  Ma« 
jesty's  subjects  professing  the  Catholic 
faith  in  Ireland*  setting  forth* 

*'  That*  for  a  long  series  of  years*  the 
Petitioners  and  their  ancestors  suffered 
under  tbe  most  cruel  system  of  legalised 
persecution  that  ever  afflicted  a  Christian 
people :  and  that*  although  they  do  with 
gratitude  acknowledge  that  several  of  the 
enactments  of  that  opprenive  code  have 
been  repealed  since  the  accession  of  his 
prejent  Majesty  to  the  throne  of' these 
realms*  nevertheless  the  Petitioners  still 
continue  object^  of  a  most  degrading  ex- 
closioD,  not  leu  iiyurioui  to  the  intereiu 


of  the  empire  than  offensive  to  the  feelioga 
of  the  Petitioners;  and  that*  for  the  last 
17  years,  no  relief  whatsoever  has  been 
extended  to  tbe  Petitioners*  though  they 
have  three  several  times  within  that  period 
submitted  their  grievances  and  their 
claims  to  the  consideration  of  the  united 
parliament;  on  the  contrary*  their  hum- 
ble representations  were  disregarded*  their 
just  statements  were  contradicted*  without 
affording  an  opportunity  of  supporting 
them*  every  prayer  for  investigation  was 
rejected*  and  men  distinguished  from  their 
fellow  citizens  only  by  their  inveterate 
and  offensive  opposition  to  the  claims  of 
the  Petitioners*  were  raised  to  situations 
in  the  state  of  trust*  dignity  and  emolo^ 
ment*  a  course  of  policy  which  the  Peti- 
tioners cannot  help  considering  at  the 
least  extremely  questionable  at  all  times, 
but  more  particularly  so  when  the  very 
independence  of  the  United  Kingdom  be* 
comes  the  subject  of  national  contest; 
and  that  they  deem  it  unnecessary  to  en- 
ter into  any  refutation  of  the  several  ca« 
lumnies  and  misrepresentations  which 
have  been  circulated  respecting  the  doc* 
trine  of  their  holy  religion;  the  solemn 
pledges  they  have  given*  the  revenue 
they  have  contributed*  the  blood  they  have 
shed*  and  the  lives  they  have  sacrificed, 
in  support  of  British  policy  and  British 
connection*  supply  abundant  contradic- 
tion to  tbe  malignant  assertions  and  insi- 
nuations of  their  misguided  enemies :  the 
religion  they  profess  is  maintained  by 
every  one  of  his  Majesty's  European  al- 
lies ;  it  was  the  religion  of  every  man  in 
England  when  that  colossal  pillar  of 
British  liberty*  so  justly  entitled  her  Great 
Charter,  was  raised  by  her  trusty  sons  ; 
and  they  beg  leave  most  humbly  to  re- 
mind the  House*  that  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land contribute  very  largely  to  the  supply 
and  reinforcement  of  his  Majesty's  forces 
on  sea  and  land  ;  and  that  they  cannot 
disguise  the  feelings  of  disappointment 
and  dissatisfaction  with  ^%hich  they  are 
impressed*  on  finding  such  attachment 
and  support  on  their  part  met  by  a  sys- 
tem of  cold  Und  jealous  reserve*  which  ex- 
cludes the  Irish  Catholic  from  rank  in  mi- 
litary command ;  and  those  feelings  are 
raised  to  a  spirit  of  indignation  when  they 
observe  that  confidence  which  is  refused 
to  the  Petitioners  in  this  their  native  land 
reposed  in  foreign  mercenaries*  strangers 
alike  to  their  soil  and  their  constitution, 
and  not  naturally  interested  in  the  de» 
fence  or  prosperity  of  eithev ;  and  that. 
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folly  impreoed  with  the  conTiction  that 
the  extent  and  degrees  of  their  grievances 
are  already  known  to  the  House,  they 
deem  it  unnecessary  to  resort  to  a  minute 
deti^  jjr  recital  of  them,  as  such  a  parti- 
cular recapitulation  could  only  tend  to 
impress  more  forcibly,  and»  if  possible, 
more  painfullVf  on  the  minds  of  the  Peti- 
tioners, the  degrading  consequences  re- 
sulting from  their  present  wretched  state 
of  exclusion  and  humiliation ;  and  pray- 
ing the  House  to  comply  with  the  prayers 
of  so  many  millions  of  iheir  fellow  sub- 
jects, and  not  to  suffer  their  claims  any 
longer  to  remain  disregarded ;  the  ex- 
tent of  their  supplication  is,  that  the  House 
will  secure  and  consolidate  the  real 
strength  of  the  nation,  ajid  excite  a  spirit 
of  enthusiastic  loyalty  in  so  large  a  por- 
tion of  his  Majesty's  subjects  at  a  time 
when  etrery  arm  and  every  sinew  is  valua- 
ble in  the  defence  of  this  insulated  empire ; 
the  Petiiioners  ask  for  no  favour  which  it 
is  not  in  the  power  of  parliament  to  be- 
stow, or  which  they  are  not  entitled  to 
enjoy  ;  restore  then,  they  most  humbly 
pray  the  House,  the  C^itholics  of  Ireland 
to  a  foil  participation  of  all  the  blessings 
of  that  constitution,  to  the  support  and  de- 
fence of  which  thsy  have  so  essentially 
contributed." 

Air.  OfMiian  ^id  he  should  abstain  from 
entering  into  the  subject,  till  Friday,  the 
31st  instant,  when  he  intended  to  move 
that  the  Petition  be  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House.— Ordered  to  lie  on 
the  toble. 

Pbtition  op  Mr.  Dodd.  ]  Mr.  Skeridan 
said  the  caao  of  this  Petitioner  was  one  of 
such  extreme  hardship  that  it  called 
loudly  for  redress.  He  had  carried  on 
business  as  a  distiller  at  Ballinacloon,  in 
the  county  of  Westmeath  in  Ireland, 
where  his  whole  property  was  destroyed 
by  a  party  of  militia  acting  under  the 
orders  of  the  government  of  Ireland,  on 
the  most  unfounded  suspicions.  There 
were  circumstances  in  this  case  which  se- 
parated ii  from  other  applications  for 
compensation  from  government,  to  which 
the  consent  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  was 
necessary.  The  petitoner  stated  that  he 
was  promised  full  compensation  by  lord 
Camden^  formerly  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, which  compensation  was  afterwards, 
lor  some  reason  or  other,  thooffht  proper 
to  be  refused.  He  said  he  should  proceed 
to  read  the  Petition,  after  which  it  would  be 
^eon  whether  it  ought  to  lie  on  the  table. 

(VOL,  XX.) 


'  The  Ckmediar  qf  tht  Exchegwr  said  he 
had  heard  the  right  hon.  gent,  with  some 
siirprise.  If  there  were  any  thing  in  the 
Petition  which  it  might  be  necessary  to 
obtain  the  consent  of  the  King  to,  ho 
thought  it  unreasonable  to  ask  the  House 
to  depart  from  its  established  practice, 
without  first  making  an  effort  to  obtain 
that  consent.  He  would  not  say  he  had 
never  heard  of  the  case  in  question,  but  ho 
had  no  recollection  of  the  claims  of  the 
Petitioner  having  ever  been  brought  be* 
fore  the  administration  of  which  he  was  a 
member,  and  therefore  saw  no  reason  for 
departing  from  the  regular  forms  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  after  what  had  been 
stated  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  he,  instead 
of  moving  that  the  petition  be  brought  up, 
would  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  to-morrow. 

Thb  Budget.]  The  House  having  re* 
solved  into  a  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means, 

Tlie  Chancellor  qf  the  Ercheijuer  rose  to  open 
the  Budget  for  the  present  year.  He  began 
by  observing  that  having  that  morning  con- 
cluded a  contract,  subject  to  the  approba- 
tion of  parliament,  for  the  Loan  for  the 
service  of  the  present  year,  on  terms  which 
he  trusted,  under  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  the  Committee  would  consider 
to  be  highly  advantageous  to  the  public, 
he  should  proceed  to  submit  to  them  the 
details  of  that  contract.  But,  before  ho 
did  this,  he  conceived  that  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  state,  with  as  much 
clearness  as  he  possibly  could,  the  various 
sums  which  the  House  had  already  voted 
for  the  supply  of  the  present  year,  and 
the  Ways  and  Means  to  which  in  his  judg- 
ment, they  ought  to  resort  for  the  purpose 
of  meeting  those  sums.  The  supplies 
which  had  been  voted  were  as  follow  :*- 

SUPPLIES,  1811. 

Navy   (exclusire  of  Ord- 
nance Sea  Service) ^30,976,144 

Army  (iuclading  Barracks 
and  Comaiiasariat)  ...  «C14,209,42S 

Ditto  Ireland 3,fi33»491 

Kxtraordinaries 3,200,000 

tJnprovided  ditto  last  year. . .     627,09S 

Ordoaooe 3,612,378 

Miwenaneoni,  -  including  400»000/. 

Irish  Permaneot  Qrants S«050,000 

Vate  of  Credit 

England 3,000,000 

Iieland ,.., ,.       900,000 

.,— ■■,>a,80o,oo^ 

(P)        •     • 
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Srfly  400,900 

Foctii^al 8,100,000 

Joint  Chug^ 54,309,453 

StPAftAtB  CbaROES. 

LoyiltyLoan  113,416 

.    Ifllei«iton£xcheqiMrBills...1,fiOO,000 

—— .  1,713,416 


niB^pr• 
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ToUl  Sapplies 56,021,869 

Irish  Pr^rtion 6,569.000 


Iriib  Proportioo  of  49,452,869 

54,308,453/. 6,389,000 

Ditto  Civil  List  and  other 
Charges 180,000 

«,569,000 

With  respect  to  the  SiciliaD  subsidy,  he 
had  to  intreat  the  indulgence  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  a  great  inattention  on  his  part, 
namely,  in  having  omitted  to  lav  before 
parliament  the  last  treaty  with  Sicily,  on 
which  that  vote  was  founded.  He  had 
erroneously  apprehended  that  the  treaty 
was  already  on  the  table  of  the  House, 
and  it  was  but  three  or  four  days  ago  that 
he  discovered  his  mistake.  To-morrow, 
however,  or  the  next  day  at  farthest,  he 
would  take  care  to  present  it  to  the  House, 
and  he  hoped  they  would  accept  that 
apology  for  his  omission  hitherto  to  do  so. 

He  would  proceed  to  state  the  various 
articles  of  Ways  and  Means,  by  which  he 
proposed  to  meet  the  49,452,869/.  of  sup* 
ply  to  be  provided  by  England : 

WAYS  AND  MEANS,  1811. 

Annual  Duties i£3,000,COO 

Surplus  Consolidated  Fnud.  1810 1,353,715 

Ditto 1811 5,000.000 

War  Taxes 20,000,000 

Lottery 300,000 

Exohequer  Bills 4,000,000 

Voteof Credit 8,000,000 

Loanin  6perCentStoQk 4,981,300 

in  3  and  4  per  CenU 7,500,000 

12,481,300 

Hmd  Stores 490,364 

49,555,379 

It  thus  appeared  that  the  total  of  Ways 
and  Means  exceeded  the  totai  of  the  Sup- 
pler in  the  sum  of  102,510/.  The  Com- 
mittee would,  however,  expect  that  he 
would  enter  into  an  explanation  of  the 
grounds  on  which  he  calculateil  the  surplus 
of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  present 
3Nnr,  at  the  sum  of  5,000,OOOL  To  do 
ahis,  it  would  be  necessary  lor  him  to  de- 
tail the  produce  at  which  he  estimated  the 
Tarious  articles  that  went  to  the  consti  • 
4otion  of  that  fond.  He  took  the  customs 
%\  5,134.000/  ;  being  the  average  of  the 
pradoca  of  the  two  laai  years.    He  had 


taken  a  similar  average  lut  year,  beiDg 
then  4,485,333/.,  but  in  iux  the  CusUmm 
had  produced  4,087,391/.;  bebg  about 
500,000/.  beyond  the  calcdlation.  So  witb 
the  Excise,  lie  propoaed  to  take  it  on  the 
average  of  the  produce  of  the  two  laae 
years,  ar  17,167,000/.  Of  this  article  he 
had  also  taken  a  similar  average  last  year» 
being  then  16,880,625/.;  but  the  Excise 
had  produced  1 7,309,3 1  ^.  This  mode  of 
calculation  afforded  him  a  fair  scheme  of 
estimate ;  for  although  the  Ciystomf  for 
1811  fell  abort  by  about  S00,000/.  of  the 
customs  of  1810,  yet  the  Exciae  for  1810 
was  aorpaaaed  by  that  of  181 1  to  a  similar 
amount,  the  excess  of  the  one  balancing 
the  deficiency  of  the  other.  The  produce 
of  the  Assessed  taxes  had  last  year  been  ee* 
timated  at  5,860/X)0/. ;  the?  had  actnalljr 
produced  5,781,831/.  and  he  would  lake 
them  for  the  present  year  at  5,8OO/)O0i/. 
The  Stamp  duties  he  had  last  year  estimated 
at  5,193,0001.;  they  had  actually  pro- 
duced 5,302,743/.  The  great  incivase  in 
these  duties  during  the  last  year  com* 
pletely  justified  him  in  the  statement 
which  he  had  at  that  period  made,  thai 
the  whole  charge  of  the  year  might  be  de- 
frayed out  of  their  excess.  To  this  state- 
ment, however,  he  had  added  the  obser- 
vation that  it  was  not  probable  the  mme 
excess  would  exist  in  the  sucoeediag  year. 
He  should  therefore  take  the  amount  of  the 
stamps  for  the  present  year  only  at 
5,300,000/.  The  Post-Ofiice  revenue  was 
estimated  by  him  last  year  at  l,194,0(XML 
the  actual  produce  was  1,276,000/.  and 
he  proposed  to  take  it  for  the  present  year 
at  1 ,280,0(X)/.  He  could  not  pam  over  Ihia 
particular  article  without  directing  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  great  in- 
crease that  had  taken  place  during  the 
last  two  or  three  years  in  the  receipts  at 
the  Post-office.  In  1 809,  the  Poat-office 
had  produced  1,083,000/.;  in  1810, 
1,194,000/.;  and  in  1811,  1,276,000/L 
being  an  increase  on  the  average  of  about 
90,000/.  a  year,  and  that  not  from  any  ad* 
ditional  duties  on  postage,  but  simply  from 
the  augmented  commercial  communica- 
tion of  the  country.  It  was  clear,  there- 
fore, that  by  taking  the  amount  for  the 
present  year  only,  at  1,280,000/.  an  op- 
portunity was  afforded  to  parliament,  if 
they  sliould  thmk  it  wise  and  expedient  to 
avail  themselves  of  It,  to  relieve  Scotland, 
aiid  other  distant  parts  of  the  empire, 
without  the  danger  of  any  diminution  of 
the  estimated  revenue.  The  Hawkrrs  and 
Pedlara,  and  sundry  small  branches  of  the 
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ff«fcBoe  he  woaM  take  «t  lOO^OOOt*;  Per- 
eonel  Estates  and  Peniions  at  1^6,000^. ; 
Ihe  Land  Tax  at  1.0SS,(X)0/. ;  the  Surplus 
BxcbeqeerFeet  at  54^000/.;  theTentineat 
M,Obo/. ;  the  Crown  Lands,  &c.  at  06,000/. ; 
nnd  the  Imprest  Monies  at  2O0,0O0L  mak- 
ing the  total  of  the  estimated  receipt  of  the 
existing  permanent  taxes  for  the  present 
year,  36,322,000/.— To  this  must  be  added 
2,240,000/. ;  being  the  amount  of  the  war 
taxes  appropriated  lo  the  Consolidated 
Fund;  and  the  grand  total  wonld  be 
98,562,000/. ;  which  being  deducted  from 
the  estimated  produce  of  the  Consolidated 
Pond,  wonkl  leare  a  balance  of  5,649,000/. 
He  would,  how«ver»  take  the  surplus  only 
ai  5,000,0001.  and  woald  presently  account 
§or  the  disposal  of  the  balance.  With  the 
•xception  of  last  year,  when  the  surplus  of 
the  Consolidated  Fond  was  5.753,7 1 5/. ;  of 
the  preceding  year,  when  (from  peculiar 
circumstances)  itamoontedto7,0l9»774/.; 
and  of  the  year  1803t  when  it  was 
5,036,651/.  that  surplus  had  at  no  period 
exceeded*  or  even  reached  5,000,000/. 
This  was  a  highly  satisfactory  circum* 
atance,  in  contemplating  the  state  of  the 
finances  of  the  country. 

The  next  item  which  he  thought  might 
require  some  exjplanation,  was  the  amount 
of  the  estimate  for  the  War  Taxes  for  the 
year  ending  the  5th  April,  J  8 12.  This 
cetimate  was  20,484.000/.  The  grounds 
on  which  he  cklculated  he  would  state  as 
briefly  as  possible :  The  average  produce 
of  the  Custom  and  Excise  war  duties  for 
the  last  three  years,  was  9.2S6,805/i  The 
produce  of  the  last  year  was  9,727,213/. ; 
ibot  he  thought  it  better  ta  take  tlie  average 
of  the  three;  ia|t  years.  Four  hundred 
thousand  pounds  renminod  doe  from  the 
East  India  Company.  These  snms,  added 
together,  made  y,606,SO5/.  The  next  pro- 
duce of  the  assessment  of  the  Property  .Tax 
for  the  year  ending  April  5,  Ittl  1,  was  es- 
timated at  1 1,800,000/.  This  was  400,000/. 
more  than  the  sum  calculated  upon  as  the 
probable  produce,  though  less  than  the 
produce  of  the  preceding  year,  on  account 
of  the  great  amount  of  arrears  received  in 
that  year.  The  imount  of  the  outstanding 
arrears  of  the  Property  Tax  from  1804  to 
1810,  was  2,248,644/.  Of  this  sum,  ii  was 
expected  that  a  pah  would  be  returned  by 
schedules,  and  part  might  not  be  recover* 
aUe;  he  would  suppose  ono^foorth,  or 
560,000/.  Deducting  this,  the  amount, 
therelore»of  ootetanding  arrears  thai  might 
be  expected  to  be  received,  wan  1,680,644/. 
Of  the  esiinuied  produce  ol'  the  duty  for 
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the  year  ending  the  5th  of  .April,  1811, 
(namely  11,800,000/),  4,864,267/.  had 
been  received:  6>935>732/.  therefore  re« 
mained  to  be  received.  This,  added  to  the 
l,666,64i-/.  expected  te  be  received  of  ihe 
arrears  of  former  years,  made  8,622,000/. ; 
which,  with  the  estimated  nett  produce  of 
the  assessment  of  the  present  year,  which 
he  would  take  at  the  same  as  the  last, 
namely,  11,800,000/.,  gave  20,422,000/. 
From  this,  however,  must  be  deducted  the 
sum  of  7,524,000/.  remaining  to  complete 
the  grant  of  1810,  leaving  a  balance  of 
12,898.000/.  to  be  received  on  account  of 
the  property  tax.  Let  this  be  added  lo 
the  estimate  of  the  war  taxes,  9,696.805/. 
and  the  result  would  be  22,594,8051. 
There  were  war  taxes,  however,  to  the 
amount  of  2,240,000/.  already  pledged  for 
the  interest  of  the  debt,  and  which  must 
therefore  be  deducted,  leaving  the  balance 
to  be  received  20,354,805/.  He  would, 
however,  teke  it  at  29,M0,000/. 

He  now  came  to  the  consideration  of 
»the  Loan,  and  of  the  Ways  and  Means  in  ^ 
aid  of  the  revenue  to  meet  the  expences 
of  the  year.  He  had  already  explained 
to  the  Committee  the  state  of  the  Loan 
made  in  the  5  per  cent,  stock,  and  the 
Exchequer  Bills  funded  in  the  present 
session.  These  amounted  altogether  to 
12.000,000/.  by  which  a  capital  was 
created  in  the  5  per  centum  stock  of 
12»444,7 1 1/.  The  interest  on  this  capital 
was  622,236/.  The  Sinking  Fund  124,447/L 
The  charges  of  management  3,733/.  mak-  « 
ing  a  total  of  750.416/.  to  be  annually 
provided  for,  for  the  loan  in  the  5  per 
cento.  By  the  loan  of  7,500,000/.  for 
which  he  had  that  morning  contracted, 
a  total  charge  would  be  incurred  of 
465.403/.  \0s.  The  capital  created  was 
7.500,000/.  m  the  3  per  cents,  reduced  ; 
1,300,000/.  in  the  consols,  and  1.500,000/. 
in  the  4  per  cento.  For  each  hundred 
pounds  subscribed,  the  subscribers  were 
to  have  100/.  in  the  3  per  cento,  reduced^ 
20/.  in  the  consols,  20/.  in  the  4  per 
ceuis.  and  Cm,  lid.  in  the  lon^  annuities. 
By  a  calculation  made  on  the  price  of 
stocks  on  the  Saturday  before,  it  appeared 
that  the  100/.  in  the  3  per  rents,  reduced, 
which  was  on  that  day  04^th,  was  equal  to 
64/.  2«.  Od.  That  the  twenty  pound  in  tho 
consols,  which  w«re  at  6.)4tb,  was  equal  to 
13/.  OH.  6d.  and  the  20/.  4  per  cent,  which 
WdS  at  80|th,  was  equal  to  16/.  Oi.  6d.t 
These  sums  amounted  to  !I3/.  3s.  6d.; 
and  if  to  this  were  added  the  value  of  the 
6f.  1  id.  long  asnnilie^iiaflselyi^  174  lOtL 
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the  whole  would  be  found  to  amount  to 
^9L  ii'  4d.  There  was  a  discount,  how- 
ever, of  S  per  cent,  on  the  payment  of 
nine  months,  amounting  to  2/.  6s.  6d.  and 
there  would,  therefore,  be  a  bonus  of 
]/.  \$.  lOd  on  every  hundred  poumls sub- 
scribed. He  apprehended  that  a  more 
favourable  loan  to  the  public  than  the 
present  could  hardly  have  been  expected  ; 
ancflie  had  the  satisfaction  to  state  to  the 
House  that  he  understood  that  it  was 
already  at  a  premium  of  1/.  lOs.  per  cent. 
It  had  beeu  contracted  also  with  the  ex- 
pectation that  the  funds  were  in  such  a 
etate  as  to  afifr>rd  every  reasonable  hope  of 
an  improvement,  rather  than  of  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  ad  vantages' to  the  iiubscnbers. 
The  amount  of  the  interest  on  this  last 
loan  would  be  355937/.  lOs.;  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  J 06, 1 12/.;  of  the  charges  of 
management,  3,3M.  making  a  total  of 
465,403/.  J  Of.  which  added  to  the  total  of 
the  other  loan,  made  the  grand  total  of 
charge  on  the  two  loans,  1,215,819/.  The 
rate  per  centum,  including  all  charges 
paid  by  the  public,  was,  on  the  7,500,000/. 
loan,  6/.  4«.  Hd  ;  on  the  12,000,000/. 
funded,  6/.  5$.  O^d,  The  rate  of  interest 
to  the  subscribers  on  the  3  per  cent.  loan, 
was  4/.  14f.  lid.  per  cent. ;  on  the  5  per 
cent  loan,  5/.  3s.  Bid,  per  cent.  The  dif- 
ference on  the  charges,  being  not  quite 
one  shilling  per  cent,  and  which  difference 
Was  attributable  to  the  Sinking  Fund. 
The  rate  per  cent,  on  the  whole  debt 
created,  paid  by  the  public,  was  6/.  4«.  8  jd. 
It  was  a  great  satisiaction  to  him  to  state 
that  so  large  a  portion  of  the  loan  of  the 
year  had  been  funded  in  the  5  per  cents, 
ror  on  a  comparison  of  the  3  per  cents,  at 
present  with  the  3  per  cents,  of  Fast  year ; 
and  of  the  5  per  cents,  at  present  with 
r  the  5  per  cents,  of  last  year,  the  Com- 
mittee would  be  surprised  to  observe,  how 
little  disadvantageous  the  bargain  in  the 
5  per  cents,  had  been  as  compared  with 
that  in  the  three ;  the  5  per  cents  having 
been  much  more  stationary  and  not  pro- 
portionably  depressed.  When  last  year 
B,500fi00l.  only  was  funded  in  the  5  per 
cents.  Instead  of  12,000,000/.  as  in  the 
recent  instance,  the  expence  cret^ed  was 
CL  49.  Hd.  per  cent.  In  the  recent  in- 
stance 4he  expence  created  was  6/.5f.  Ofd. 
per  cent,  making  a  difference  of  only 
Hd.  per  cent,  between  the  two  charget. 
The  difierence  in  the  3  per  cents,  in 
the  two  years  was  much  greater.  Last 
year  the  expence  was  51.  I3jl  Sd.  per 
4^uU  ibis  yt^it  the  expence  wfts  0/.  4«.  1  j^d. 
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Last  year  the  interest  was  4/.  4k.  2dL  per 
cent. ;  this  year  it  was  4/.  14s.  1 1^.  mak- 
ing a  difierence  of  above  10s.  per  cent. 
This  wa«  to  him  a  satisfactory  reflection* 
as  he  had  so  pertinaciously  persisted  in 
procuring  the  whole  of  the  12,000,000t  to 
be  funded  in  the  5  per  cents. 

Having  thus  stated  that  the  whole  of 
the  charges  created  by  both  loans,  waa 
1,215,819/.  he  should  neyt  submit  to  the 
Committee  the  mode  by  which  he  pro* 
posed  to  meet  these  charges.  Before  he 
did  this,  he  must  add,  that  it  was  his  in- 
tention  to  recommend  a  repeal  of  the  duty 
j  on  Hat%  Hhich,  ever  since  he  came  into 
office,  had  contmued  to  decrease  in 
amount.  When  this  tax  was  first  levied 
it  produced  60  or  70,(X)0/.  He  did  not 
suppose  that  fewer  hats  were  worn  than 
formerly ;  but  the  fact  was  that  the  pro- 
duce of  the  duty  last  year  was  only 
20,33'2/t  It  had  been  gradually  diminish- 
ing. In  1808  it  was  38,000/.  ;  in  1809, 
33,000/.;  in  1810,31,000/.:  and  in  1811, 
as  he  had  already  stated,  only  ^,$$2L 
This  was  a  rapidly  decreasing  ratio.  He 
was  aware  therefore,  that  in  giving  op 
the  duty  he  did  not  give  op  much,  for  it 
was  gradually  wearing  itself  out.  It  was 
the  cause  of  great  vexation  and  trouble  to 
th^  persons  carrying  on  the  trade  of  hat 
dealers,  and  particularly  to  those  who 
dealt  on  fair  terms,  over  whom  the  dealer 
who  was  disposed  to  second  the  frauduleot 
wishes  of  his  customers,  by  omitting  the 
stamp,  had  a  very  unmerited  advantage. 
The  Committee  was  aware  that  a  similar 
duty  on  gloves  had  formerly  been  aban- 
doned. Before  he  came  to  the  resolotion 
of  proposing  the  repeal  of  the  doty  on 
hats,  he  had  seriously  considered  whether 
it  might  not  be  collected  in  some  other 
manner ;  but  after  a  ffood  deal  of  deliber^ 
t^on  he  was  persuaded  that  no  mode  coold 
be  adopted  which  would  not  be  so  incoa- 
venient  to  the  trade  and  to  the  public,  as  Ao 
render  it  highly  onadvisable.  He  begged 
leave,  that  if  in  consequence  of  the  repeal 
of  this  tax,  it  shoold  happen  that  any  per- 
sons miffht  be  led  to  imagine,  that  al- 
though the  duties  on  gloves  and  hats  were 
abandoned,  it  might  be  expedient  to  im- 
pose others  on  coats,  waistcoats,  shoes,  or 
leather  breeches,  and  in  consequence  to 
suggest  soch  new  duties  to  government,  it 
might  be  a  greet  relief  both  to  those  per- 
sons who  were  so  kindly  ready  to  furnish 
the  Chancellor  of  the  ^chequer  with  the 
Ways  and  Means  of  the  year,  and  to  that 
I  indiridaal  himself,  to  st^te  that  he  did  iM 
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eoDiider  it  expedient  to  tax  irtidet  of 
dress.  This  notice  would  not  appear 
tuperflaous  to  the  Ceminiuce,  if  they  were 
awar«  how  many  letters  he  was  constantly 
receiving,  in  which  not  only  every  habili- 
ment which  could  be  named«  bot  even  the 
bolts,  handles,  latches,  and  other  appen- 
dages of  doors  and  windows,  were  recoro* 
mended  by  well  intenlioned  persons  as  tit 
objects  of  taxation. 

He  came  now  Xo  that  paft  of  his  duty 
which  was  always  considered  as  the  most 
irksome  and  unpleasant ;  bot  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion  be  had  the  highest  satufac- 
tion  in  stating  to  the  Committee,  that  thpy 
bad  already  in  the  course  of  the  ses'tioii 
▼oted  taxes  to  an  amount  greater  than  thai 
which  was  requisite  to  meet  the  burdens 
of  the  year ;  and  therefore  that  he  should 
not  propose  to  lay  on  a  tiingle  new  tax. 
The  fact,  inderd,  was,  that  the  sum  voted 
was  much  larger  than  was  wanted.  Of 
these  new  duties  which  had  been  imposed, 
the  principal  was  that  on  spirits;  the 
nature  of  which  had  already  Deen  suf'^ 
ficientiy  explained,  which  had  received 
the  sanction  of  the  Committee,  and  the 
Bill  to  impose  which  was  in  a  state  of 
great  forwardness.  The  probable  amount 
on  British  spirits  from  the  most  accurate 
estimate  that  he  could  obtain  would* be 
700,000/.  The  produce  of  the  duty  on 
British  spirits  in  the  year  ended  5th 
April,  1811,  was  2;505,448/  to  which,  if 
the  Committee  added  the  amount  of  duty 
due  from  the  Customs  in  Scotland,  and 
anpaid  for  the  same  year,  viz.  'S§0,OOOL  it 
would  make  ^b65,448/.  Upon  this  the  ad- 
ditional duty  of  10/.  4t  7d.  per  cent,  would 
amount  to  55 1,000/.  The  additional  duty 
of  l'2\  per  cent,  upon  the  present  Excise 
duties  on  foreign  spirits  (exclusive  of 
rum),  which  produced  l,58o.O()0/.  in  the 
last  year,  he  wooki  state  at  20i>,000/.  al- 
though be  did  not  expect  that  it  would 
produce  so  much.  There  were  other 
taxes,  which,  although  imposed  last  year, 
did  not  begin  to  operate  until  the  present. 
Double  the  amount  of  the  present  duty  on 
timber,  on  the  average  of  the  two  last 
years,  would  be  (}2'2,vO0L  An  additional 
Id.  per  lb.  had  been  voted  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  all  cotton  wool  brought  from 
the  American  States,  and  other  paru  (in- 
clusive of  British  and  Portuguese  colo- 
nies), being  on  an  average  of  the  last  six 
jears,  35,504>000lbs.  and  amounting  to 
147.100/.  On  pearl  and  pot  ashes,  im- 
f>orted,  except  from  the  British  colonies, 
n  duty  had  been  imposed  of  4f  •  8d.  per  cwt. 
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On  the  average  of  the  last  six  years^ 
the  quantity  imported  annually  was 
1 1 1,000  cwt.  making  the  sum  of  25,900/. 
The  duty  on  foreign  linen,  in  proportion 
to  the  quarter  ending  5lh  January,  181 1« 
(when  the  duty  first  bad  full  efieci)  would 
amount  to  7 1 ,600/.  These  various  sums, 
added  together,  wf>uld  give  1,617,600/. 
The  Committee  would,  however,  be  aware 
that  these  duties  were  of  course  subject  to 
such  diminution  as  might  be  occasioned 
by  ihe  discouragement  of  (he  articles  oa 
which  they  were  imposed.  This  diminu* 
tion  would  probably  not  be  verv  consider* 
able  for  some  period;  but  he  had  no 
doubt,  and,  fndeed,  sincerely  trusted,  that 
the^  would  ultimately  be  very  much  di« 
mini«hed,  as  in  proportion  to  that  diminn* 
tion  would  the  encouragement  to  luiglish 
articles  increase.  These  duties  hf  pro* 
posed>to  go  in  accumulation  of  the  war 
taxes,  and  he  conceived,  that  in  giving 
860,600/.  to  the  war  taxes  he  should  not 
be  unjust  ified  in  taking  from  them  465y403f« 
which  sum,  added  to  the  produce  of  the 
two  duties  on  spirits,  vis.  751,000/.  would 
give  him  the  1,215,819/.  which  he  re- 
quired. Then,  however,  there  would  be 
a  balance  of  300,000/.  of  the  war  taxes 
unappropriated  and  applirablfl^totbe  ways 
and  means  of  the  year,  and  also  600,000/. 
of  surplus  of  the  consolidated  fund.  The 
Committee  must  recollect,  that  these  new^ 
taxes  had  been  voted  at  an  advanced 
period  of  the  year,  one  quarter  having 
nearly  elapsed,  and  a  consequent  do* 
ficiency  of  one  fourth  ensuing ;  it  would 
therefore  be  expedient  to  meet  this  de» 
ficiency  out  of  the  surplus  of  the  Con* 
solidated  fund,  and  250,000/.  must  be  de« 
ducted  from  the  000,000/.  on  that  account. 
He  had  now  to  submit  to  the  Committee 
a  very  important  consideration^  to  which 
he  should  call  their  most  serious  attention* 
As. soon  as  the  the  present  subject  was 
finished  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Foster) 
would  proceed  to  lay  before  them  the  si- 
tuation of  the  finances  of  Ireland.  His 
right  hon.  friend  would  hare  to  state 
that  he  had  borrowed  for  the  service  of 
Ireland  2,500,000/.  in  that  country,  and 
that  he  had  borrowed  4,500,000/L  in  Eng* 
land  for  the  same  service.  Tomeetth* 
expences  of  the  loan  raised  in  Ireland*  his 
right  hon.  friend  was  ready  to  propose 
the  necessary  taxes ;  but  he  (the  Chancels 
lor  of  the  Exchequer)  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  he  trusted  the  Committee 
would  agree  with  him  in  thinking  that, 
in  the  present  distressed  stale  of  the  Iriil^ 
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Financeiif  it  vrould  not  be  wise  or  expedi- 
ent to  clill  on  his  ri^lit  hon.  friend  to  lay 
taxes  on  that  country  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  the  expences  of  the  loan  of 
4,500,000/.  raised  in  England.  .It  was 
therefore  bis  intention  to  propose  to  the 
Bnglish  members  and  the  Irish  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Commons,  that 
the  expences  of  that  part  of  the  loan 
raised  for  the  service  of  Ireland  should 
be  charged  on  the  Consolidated  Fund 
<»f  England  (as  a  loan  to  Ireland)  in 
order  to  procure  the  public  creditor  a 
permanent  security,  and  for  at  least  a 
twelvemonth,  while  an  inquiry  was  making 
into  the  finances  of  that  country,  to  bear 
the  interest  of  the  money  so  raised.  He 
tmsied  that  the  Committee  would  be  of 
opinion>  let  whatever  might  M  the  issue 
of  that  inquiry,  that  it  would  be  advisable 
to  come  forward  in  the  way  which  he  re- 
commended, and  out  of  the  comparative 
affluence  of  the  English  finances,  to  afford 
aid  to  Ireland  in  the  hour  of  her  particu- 
lar embarrassment.  With  a  view  of  fur- 
nishing the  Committr<i  with  the  means  by 
which  this  great  good  coutd  be  effected  to 
Ireland,  without  any  inconvenience  to  this 
country,  he  had  forborne  to  take  more 
than  5»0OOfiO0L  from  the  surplus  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  leaving  a  sufficient 
sum  to  meet  the  proposed  charge.  Though 
this  was  a  novel  proposition,  he  was  per- 
ioaded  that  it  would  be  received  without 
grudging,  or  any  indisposition  on  the  part 
of  the  Committee,  to  afford  to  Ireland  that 
assistance  which  he  had  shewn  could  be 
affdrded  to  her,  without  any  material  in- 
convenience to  Great  Britain.  He  repeated, 
that  tl)e  inconvenience  would  be  immate* 
rial ;  for  what  was  the  nature  of  the  addi- 
tional taxes,  by  which  the  surplus  of  the 
Consolidated  Fond  would  be  so  much  in* 
creased  as  to  enable  the  Committee  to  do 
that  which  he  recommended  ?  The  duty 
on  Briiish  spirits  had  been  founded  on  a 
principle  which  had  over  and  over  again 
lieen  recogntaed  by  the  Committee  as  just. 
After  the  experience  of  last  year,  namely, 
having  found  that  spirits  had  continued 
to  be  sold  at  the  increased  price  to  which 
tbey  were  raised  when  distilled  from  su- 
gar, there  were  no  re^ons  to  suppose 
there  would  be- any  diminution  in  the  con- 
sumption of  the  article  from  the  very  small 
advance  on  the  ptice  which  the  present 
duty  could  be  expected  to  occasitm. 
With  respect  to  the  other  duties,  they 
were  all  recommended  to  the  Committee, 
gm  viewa  ? ary  di Arent  from  ihosc  con* 
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nected  with^ifinancfc.  They  were  pro* 
posed  expressly  for  the  purposes  of  end ea* 
vooring^  to  procure  foir  Britisli  shipping 
those  imports,  which  the  war  in  which 
the  country  '  was  engaged,  necessarily 
limited  (and  which  were  now  enjoyed  by 
foreigners) ;  and  of  encouraging  the  exer* 
tions  of  British  manufactures,  and  the  con* 
sumption  of  British  colonial  produce.  Po* 
licy  would  have  dictated  these  measures 
without  any  reference  whatever  to  their 
beneficial  tendency  with  respect  to  fi* 
nance.  He  was  therefore  justified  in  say* 
ing  that  Ireland  might  be  assisted  without 
prejudice  to  Great  Britain,  and  he  trusted 
that  the  assistance  would  be  received  in 
Ireland  as  it  would  be  given  in  this  coon« 
try ;  namely,  as  affording  a  mark  of  our 
disposition  to  lend  every  possible  aid  to 
Ireland  under  the  embarrassed  circum* 
stances  in  which  she  was  placed,  and  as 
tending  to  enforce  the  necessity  and  the 
policy  of  either  country  stepping  to  th# 
support  of  the  other,  when  the  one  was 
able  to  give,  and  the  other  so  situated  aa 
to  require  assistance. 

He  believed  that  he  had  now  stated,  aa 
fully  and  distinctly  as  he  had  it  in  his 
power  to  do,  all  the  considerations  imme* 
diately  connected  with  the  subject  before 
the  Committee.  He  ti^sted  th%t  he  had 
not  omitted  any  necessary  explanation; 
but  before  he  sat  down,  he  wished  to  men- 
tion a  few  circumstances,  in  order  to  shear 
the  general  increase  of  the  revenva,  and 
the-  affluence  of  the  country.  For  this 
purpose  he  begged  the  attention  of  tha 
Committee  to  the  increasing  produce  of 
the  Customs  and  Excise,  during  the  lasa 
five  years.  In  the  year  ending  the  5tli 
April  1807,  the  produce  of  the  customs 
was  9,612,000/.  in  180S,  9,l'2'Jfi\2i.  ia 
1809,  8,608,258/.  in  1810,  10,530,7754 
and  in  1811,  10,52S,169/.  being  an  In* 
crease  of  near  a  million  since  the  year 
1807.  The  produce  of  the  excise  ia 
the  year  ending  5th  April  1807,  was 
25,740,518/.;  in  1811, 24>,64a,022/.  Ia 
the  intermediate  years  the  advance  was 
gradual,  with  the  exception  of  1800,  ia 
which  year  there  was  a  considerable  falU 
ing  off,  tht!  produce  being  only  22,837,85dl» 
In  the  two  succeeding  years,  however* 
this  depression  was  cooipietely  recovered. 
All  inquiry  into  other  articles  of  general 
consumption,  would  contribute  to  sheir 
the  increasing  opulence  of  the  nation* 
The  produce  of  the  duties  on  cotton  wool 
imported  mto  the  country  m  1807,  was 
548,5204  i  the  prodoca  ia  Um  year  il»I  U 
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was  1,0S4,14K.  The  do  ties  oa  decis  and 
fir  timber  imported  inl807,were  506,247/. 
In  ISll  tbey  emouni^d  to  042,104^ 
Tbe  esciae  duties  on  tea  in  1807,  were 
2,844,395/.  In  1811  they  amounted  to 
9,250,027/.  This  la«t  was  a  more  extra- 
ordinary increase,  as  the  article  was  under 
aiost  heavy  taxation,  and  as  the  increaae 
^ook  place  after  tbe  operation,  from  which 
so  maoh  mischief  was  anticipated,  of  the 
reduced  duty  on  coflTee.  All  this  could 
be  accoanted  for  only  by  the  general  aug- 
mentation of  wealth  in  the  country.  Of 
this  increasing  wealth  a  most  striking  in* 
stance  was  amrded  in  the  consumption  of 
wine.  In  1785  tbe  quantity  of  wine  con- 
sumed was  14,550  tons;  ki  1786,  15.087 
tons;  in  1787,  14,780  tons;  making  the 
average  of  the  three  years  an  annual  con- 
sumption of  14,800  tons.  At  that  period 
the  average  price  of  port  wine  was  70/. 
lis.  6tL  per  pipe.  In  1807,  tbe  quantity 
of  wine  consumed   was  24,090  tons:  in 

1808,  24,757  tons;  in  1809,  22,S31  tons; 
Iko  average  of  these  three  years  being  an 
annual  consumption  of  23,726  tons.  At 
she  ibmier  period  the  duty  was  SO/,  per 
ton  ;  at  tbe  latter  95/.  The  average  price 
at  tbe  former  period  being  70/.  1 U.  at  the 
latter  period  192/.  14f.  per  ton:  so  that 
nnder  both  the  increase  of  doty  and  the  in- 
crease of  price  the  consumption  had  in- 
creased. He  could  bardly  conceive  it 
possible  to  adduce  a  more  striking  instance 
of  general  prosperity.  The  average  con- 
sumption of  tallow,  for  the  three  years 
coding  in  1787,  was  210,174  cwt.  The 
average  for  the  three  years,   ending  in 

1809,  was  347,170  cwt.  The  price  at  the 
former  period  was  2/.  8s.  Sd,  per  cwt. ;  at 
the  latter  period,  4/.  lU.bein^  one-third 
more.  Nor  did  this  inorease  m  the  con- 
sumption of  tallow  arise  from  any  de- 
crease in  the  consumption  of  oil.  Tbe 
average  consumption  of  oil  for  tbe  three 
years,  ending  in  1787,  was  9,730  tons: 
tbe  average  consumption  for  the  three 
lyears,  ending  in  1809,  was  19,126  tons. 
The  price  at  the  former  period  was 
19/.  18«.  9d.  per  ton ;  at  tbe  latter  period 
92/.  9ff.  The  average  quantity  of  tobacco 
annually  imported  for  the  three  years  end- 

'  ing  in  1787,  was  0,553,OOOlbs.  The  an- 
nual average  for  the  three  years  ending  in 
1809,  was  12.46l,O00lbs.  The  price  at  the 
former  period  was  8|d.  a  pound ;  at  tbe  latter 
1«.  7^4.  He  was  aware  that  these  details 
were  very  tedious,  but  he  had  the  conso* 
lotion  of  knowing  that  they  were  at  the 
iamc  time  very  satisfactory^  as  they  af- 
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forded  the  most  convincing  evidence  of 
the  gradual  and  great  increase  of  the 
riches  of  the  country.  The  Chancellor  of 
tbe  Exchequer  concluded  a  niost  perspi* 
cuous  statement,  by  apologising  to  tbe 
Committee  for  having  occupied  so  much 
of  their  time,  and  by  expressing  hie 
readiness  to  afford  any  further  explanation 
that  might  be  desired.  He  then  moved 
his  6rst  Resolution. 

Sir  T.  Turton  objected  to  the  Property 
Tax  as  unequal  and  unjust ;  but  congra- 
tulated the  right  bon.  gentleman  on  the 
terms  on  whicb  he  had  procured  the  loan. 

Mr.  baring  objected  to  the  tax  on  cottoi^ 
as  only  likely  to  produce  serious  injury  to 
the  country.  This  was  not  perhaps  the 
proper  stage  for  entering  into  the  discos* 
sion  minutely,  but  he  could  not  help  ob- 
serving that  a  duty  on  the  raw  materials 
which  would  make  a  diflfi^rence  of  4d.  in 
the  pound,  upon  an  article  not  worth  above 
12d.  per  pound,  at  present,  should  not  bo 
adopted  with  precipitation.  He  was  sure 
the  right  bon.  tbe  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
cheqaer  would  find,  upon  inquiry,  that 
such  a  tax  would  have  an  injurious  opera* 
tion  upon  the  manufactures  of  the  coon- 
try.  As  to  the  timber  tax,  he  thought  it 
would  ;bave  a  tendency  to  exclude  the 
timber  from  the  Baltic,  and,  perhaps,  in 
that  view  was  beneficial,  as  a  means  of 
encouraging  our  trade  with  our  own  colo* 
nies,  and  with  America,  but  as  an  article 
of  revenue  he  did  not  know  that  any  ex- 
pectations should  be  founded  on  it. 

The  Chmicellar  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
the  tax  had  been  already  proposed,  and  was 
in  an  advanced  stage  at  tbe  present  moment. 
He  denied  that  there  would  be  any  appro* 
bension  from  it  of  injury  to  our  manufac- 
tures. We  bad  much  cotton  in  our  own 
colonies,  and  there  bad  been  of  late  years 
a  greater  fluctuation  in  the  price  of  that 
article  than  tbe  addition  of  this  duty  would 
effect,  notwithstanding  which,  it  had  con* 
tinned  to  prosper.  There  was,  besides,  an 
immediate  quantity  on  our  hands«  and 
much  would  be  obtained  from  different 
parts.  As  to  the  duty  upon  timber,  he  was 
prepared  to  expect  the  effect  described 
by  the  hnn.  gentleman,  and  had  provided 
against  any  failure  by  a  larger  estimate. 

Mr.  Rote  said,  that  if  any  inconvenience 
was  to  occur  which  might  prevent  the 
importation  of  cotton  wool  from  America^ 
it  might  be  brought  from  the  East  Indies 
to  any  amount. 

Mr.  Barmg  stated,  that  tbe  cotton  which 
came  from  India  sold  at  Hd.  a  pooB4« 
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while  that.frotn  America  sold  at  12d*  The 
coarter  could  not  supply  the  place  of  the 
£Qer.  The  produce  of  oar  own  colonies 
was  extremely  limited  in  this  respect ;  and 
it  should  be  well  considered  whether  it 
was  right  to  give  a  preference  to  the  cotton 
of  the  Brazils  above  the  cotton  of  America. 
The  Resolutions  were  then  agreed  to. 

laisH  Budget.]  Mr.  Foikr  said,  he 
should  not  occupy  the  time  of  the  Com» 
mittee  to  any  great  leogtht  but  would 
proceed  directly  to  the  subject  of  the 
Ways  and  Means  for  Ireland.  The  in* 
4»rest  of  the  debt  was  4,279,000/.  and  the 
estimated  vote  of  the  present  year, 
6,169,000/.  Ireland  had  been  deficient  in 
the  last  year,  1 ,866,00o/.  making,  iii  Irish 
money,  2,011,000/.  The  surplus  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund  for  the  last  year  was 
740,000/.  the  revenue  of  the  year  was 
4,500,000/.  a  loan  had  been  negociated  at 
2,500,000/.  An  act  had  been  passed  for 
raising  1,000,000/.  by  Treasury  Bills,  and 
4,500,000/.  was  raised  in  Great  Briuin, 
making  in  the  vr hole  13,615,713/.  which 
left  200,000/.  beyond  the  Supply.  He 
then  proceeded  /to  state  the  Ways  and 
Means  for  meeting  the  interest  of  these 
tarns.  It  was  not  his  intention,  as  his 
ri^ht  hon.  friend  had  already  stated,  to 
raise  taxes  in  Ireland,  under  the  present 
circumstances  of  that  country,  to  the  whole 
amount.  The  measure  by  which  he  was 
relieved  from  that  necessity  was  a  proof 
not  only  of  great  liberality,  but  of  great 
wisdom  ;  and  as  Ireland  was  a  country  of 
ample  resources  they  might  look  forward 
to  a  future  period,  when  she  would  be  able 
to  discharge  the  obligation.  The  taxes 
be  should  propose  were  not  many ;  he  had 
laid  down  one  principle,  which,  as  often 
as  it  could  with  convenience  be  resorted  to, 
he  was  desirous  to  adopt,  and  that  was  the 
equalization  of  the  taxes  of  Ireland  with 
those  of  England,  in  the  correspondent 
articles.  There  was  one  article  which 
had  y  ways  been  a  subject  of  taxation  in 
Ireland,  ever  since  a  tax  was  knoWn  there, 
he  meant  tobacco;  the  tax  at  present  was 
less  in  that  country  than  in  Great  Britain; 
and  he  should  propose  to  make  it  equal. 
The  produce  of  this  he  estimated  at 
221,000/.  The  next  tax  was  on  hemp, 
which  be  intended  to  increase  ^Iso  up  to 
the  British  standard.  This  would  give  a 
turn  of  8,00Q/.  and  both  together  would 
make  229,000/.  Of  this  som  1 50  0(X)/. 
would  meet  the  charge  upon  the  2,500,000/. 
Ibao,  at  six  per  cent,  and  50,000/.  the  in* 


terest  upon  the  1,000,OOOL  Treasury  Billar 
at  five  per  cent,  leaving  a  surplus  of 
29.000/.— There  were  two  other  taxee  he 
should  propose,  without  relying  on  them 
much,  as  he  did  not  conceive  they  wer^ 
likely  to  produce  any  important  addition 
of  revenue.  The  firpt  was  to  place  the- 
duty  on  Timber  imported  from  the  United 
States  of  America  on  the  same  footing' 
with  that  imported  from  other  foreiga 
countries.  The  United  States  were  novr 
on  the  same  footing  with  our  own  colonies* 
There  was  one  article,  however,  which 
came  under  the  head  of  timber,  on  which 
he  thought  it  advisable  to  reduce  the  tax, 
the  article  of  staves  ;  bein^  so  necessary 
to  our  export  trade,  and  bemg  capable  of 
beinff  supplied  from  our  own  colonies,  he 
should  in  a  great  measure  relieve  theni> 
from  the  duty  which,  in  the  other  case* 
he  proposed  to  equalize  with  that  of  £ng« 
land.  The  next  was  a  duty  on  cotton 
wool  imparted  in  foreign  ships,  which  he 
would  also  desire  to  raise  to  the  ttandard 
of  England.  At  present  the  duty  in  £ng« 
land  on  cotton  wool  imported  in  foreign 
ships,  was  1/.  5«.  6 J.  in  the  hundred 
weight,  and  the  British  ships,  lOt.  6c/.  In 
Ireland  it  was  much  less,  and  the  conse- 
quence of  this  difference  was,  that  the 
timber  brought  to  any  of  the  ports  of  Ire* 
land  in  foreign  ships  was  put  into  British 
ships  and  sent  to  England,  and  the  law  by 
that  means  evaded.  These  were  all  the 
duties  he  should  propose,  and  he  would 
follow  the  example  of  his  right  hon.  friend 
in  removing  the  duty  upon  hats  in  Ireland. 
—He  should  be  sorry  to  sit  down,  after 
the  various  reports  that  had  gone  abroad 
respecting  the  situation  of  the  sister  king* 
dom,  if  he  did  not  endeavour  to  correct 
some  misrepresentations  as  to  the  state  of 
its  prosperity.  For  this  purpose  he  had 
procured  an  account  of  the  imports  and 
exports,  which  would  put  the  subject  in  a 
clearer  light.  From  these  it  appeared^ 
that  before  the  year  1802  the  exports  had 
never  been  known  to  rise  above 7,000,000/. 
in  1808  they  advanced  to  10,000,0001. 
but  in  1809  they  failed ;  again  in  I  BIO 
they  rose  to  10,711.000/.  and  upon  an 
average  of  the  last  three  years,  they  wer« 
upwards  of  10,000,000/.  annually.  Th« 
foreign  goods  exported  previous  to  1 809 
had  never  exceeded  370,000/.  but  since 
that  period  the  amount  was  progressively 
increasing,  until^  in  1810^  it  advanced  te 
840  000/.  and,  in  181 1,  to  920,000/.  Upon 
the  whole,  the  balance  of  trade  was  in  w\ 
favour  from  the  year '1802^  and  in  the  last 
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year  amounled  to  9,IS9,000(.  The  ex- 
change had  been  steady  for  the  laat  four 
or  five  years.  If  he  were  to  go  more  at 
large  into  the  situation  of  Ireland,  he  should 
state  the  increase  of  her  tillage*  which 
was  so  far  improved  that  she  had  never  ex- 
ported so  much  corn  as  in  the  last  two 
years.  The  linen  trade  was  declining 
every  inhere,,  but  less  there  than  any 
where  else.  The  provision  trade  had  ra- 
ther fallen  off,  but  there  were  quantities 
which  went  abroad  and  were  distributed 
among  the  fleet,  which  never  appeared  in 
the  books ;  so  that  they  should  not  be  too 
hasty  to  condemn  it  as  unsuccessful,  from 
the  accounts  that  appeared.  Live  cattle 
had  been  expprted  m  great  quantities,  in* 
somuch  that  it  had  risen  from  ^^000/.  to 
39,000/«  or  something  near  it.  After  the 
liberal  reception  which  the  proposal  of  his 
rieht  hon.  friend  had  met  from  the  Com- 
lyiittee,  he  should  merely  content  himself 
with  expressing  his  consciousness  of  the 
liberality  of  their  conduct;  and  at  the 
same  time  of  declaring  his  conviction  that 
it  would  be  received  and  remembered  with 
gratitude  by  every  Irishman.  The  whole 
conduct  of  the  United  Parliament  towards 
Ireland,  with  respect  to  pecuniary  matters, 
had  been  marked  with  the  greatest  libe- 
rality. Sums  had  been  readily  voted  for 
building  churches,  for  promotmg  the  re- 
sidence of  the  clergy,  for  public  institu- 
tions, for  seminaries  of  education  in  Ire- 
land. With  regard  to  trade,  warehouses 
had  been  extended,  light-houses  had  been 
constructed ;  in  short,  he  did  not  know  a 
single  object  that  senred  to  contribute  to 
the  prosperity,  the  morality,  and  informa- 
tion of  the  people  of  Ireland,  which  the 
United  Parliament  had  not  most  cheerfully 
and  liberally  supported.  He  had  no  doubt 
this  wise  and  generous  policy  would  be 
most  amply  rewarded  in  the  end.  He  con- 
cluded by  moving,  that  2^  millions  be 
raised  by  loan  for  the  service  of  Ireland. 

Sir  John  Newpori  said,  it  had  often  fallen 
to  his  lot  from  time  to  time,  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  growth  of  the 
Irish  debt,  and  the  inaccurate  manner  of 
arranging  the  rate  of  contribution  at  the 
time  of  the  Union.  He  was  willing  to 
^ake  every  acknowledgment  to  the  li- 
berality  of^the  United  Parliament  for  its 
present  inclination  to  assist  Ireland  to  pay 
oflTa  debt  which  it  was  impossible  that  she 
could  pay  herself.  He  admitted  too.  that 
Ireland  had  improved  since  the  Union,  but 
did  not  think  it  followed  that  she  would 
pot  have  improved  with  greater  rapidity 
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if  the  Union  had  oerer  taken  place;  sh(|. 
had  not  carried  in  her  improvement  a  ca* 
pacity  for  taxation.  Jn  order  to  aceom« 
plish  that,  it  would  be  necessary  to  cir- 
culate wealth  among  the  middling  orders 
of  society,  and  inspire  them  with  a  relish 
for  those  comforts  to  which  they  were  not 
at  present  sufficiently  inclined  ;  the  pre- 
sent generation  in  all  probability  would 
not  live  to  see  that  change,  but  until  such 
change  were  wtought,  be  should  disapprove 
of  extending  the  taxation  to  Ireland.  There 
was  a  portion  of  the  Property  Tax  whichi, 
most  unjustly,  as  he  thought,  was  diverted 
from  the  Irish  Exchequer  to  England. 
This  ought  to  belong  to  Ireland  alone,  and 
if  it  bad  been  allotted  to  her,  and  appro^ 
priated  to  the  discharge  of  her  necessities^ 
she  would  not  now  be  obliged  to  call  fof 
reliefs  The  revenues  of  Ireland  had  madp 
no  progress  adequate  to  the  debt,  and  it 
was  a  fact,  of  which  the  right  h^n.  gentle* 
man  could  pot  be  ignorant,  that  as  soon  as 
any  tax  was  attempted  to  be  increased 
upon  tobacco,  wines,  or  ^  tars,  the  conr 
sumption. of  those  articles  fell  oS,  and  the 
produce,  instead  of  advancing,  fell  back. 
As  to  the  statement  that  much  of  the  pro* 
visions  intended  for  the  consumption  of  th« 
navy  did  not  appear  in  the  account,  it  was 
certainly  true  ;  but  it  wa^  equally  true  at 
the  present  moment,  it  never  appeared  in 
the  books.— ?As  to  the  grants  for  Education, 
he  knew  of  no  such  thing.  A  Commissioift 
had  certainly  been  appointed  at  his  (sir  J. 
Newport)  investigation  to  inquire  into  tho 
state  of  the  different  schools,  but  no  grant 
had  been  make  in  furtherance  of  any  plan, 
and  he  hoped  that  no  religious  distinctions 
would  be  made  in  the  final  proceedings  to 
which  that  Commission  might  lead  ;  he 
would  state  positively  that  none  was  in- 
tended by  those  who  first  suggested  its  ap- 
pointment. As  to  the  fact  of  the  mer- 
chants being  relieved  from  fees,  it  was  un- 
doubtedly true;  but  if  he  was  rightly  in* 
formed,  they  would  rather  pay  their 
former  fees  than  experience  the  inconve- 
nience to  which  they  were  exposed  in  con- 
"sequence  of  the  present  regulation. ,  The 
building  of  the  lighthouses  was  an  ex- 
pence  defrayed  by  Ireland  herself;  and, 
therefore,  would  scarcely  be  selected  as 
an  instance  of  the  liberality  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. No  instance  had  occurred  for  tbe 
last  three  years,  in  which  her  separate 
charge  amounted  to  within  1,0(X),000/.  of 
the  jomt  charge ;  this  was  one  of  tho 
effects  of  the  rate  and  quota  of  contribu- 
tion adjusted  at  the  Union,  which  so  long 
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^  is  it  was  acted  apoti  would  render  the  pay* 
ihefit  of  the  debt  imposnbto,  notwitbstand- 
fDg  the  promise  given  at  ibe  time,  that  the 
xontequence  of  the  Union  Would  be  to  di- 
SDinish  the  expenditure  by  1,000,000/.  in 
time  of  war,  and  by  500,000f.  in  time  of 
peace.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
taken  the  revenue  laA  year  at  4,500,000/. 
but  it  had  produced  only  3,700,000/.  and 
yet  he  persisted  this  year  in  taking  it  at 
the  same  rate.  Why  should  he  go  on 
with  this  fallacy?  would  it  not  be  better 
Ibr  parliament  to  know,  and  to  meet  the 
cyil  day  ?  With  regard  to  the  taxes  pro- 
posed, if  he  (sir  John  Newport)  were  to  se- 
lect any  one  article  upon  which  be  would 
^  be  most  unwilling  to  increase  the  duty 
of,  that  article  would  be  tobacco.  All 
former  attempts  to  increase  the  revenue 
lirom  it,  had  been  unfortunate ;  and  he  was 
not  sure  but  that  lessening  the  duty  would 
bave  been  a  better  way  to  improve  the  pro- 
duce. If  Ireland  had  gone  sufflcientty 
into  the  culture  of  hemp  to  supply  the 
consumption,  he  would  readily  have  agreed 
to  the  tax  proposed ;  but  as  that  was  not 
the  case,  the  Committee  would  do  well  to 
pause  before  they  adopted  it.  Of  the 
taxes  on  the  cotton  wool,  and  American 
timber,  he  should  only  say  what  applied 
tqually  to  the  British  taxes,  that  he  de- 
preciated every  thing  which  looked  like 
Commencing  a  war  of  duties  with  America. 
Wo  had  considerable  connections  with 
her,  which  he  hoped  would  long  continue. 
With  respect  to  the  staves,  he  understood 
that  the  duty  on  those  from  British  Ame- 
rica was  to  be  taken  off,  but  not  on  those 
from  the  United  States;  and  here  again 
the  right  hon  gent,  should  be  sure  that  he 
would  get  a  sufficient  supply  from  British 
America. 

Lord  Catilereagh  said,  as  reference  had 
been  made  to  a  speech  of  his  at  the  time  of 
the  Union,  he  would  trouble  the  Commit- 
tee with  a  few  words.  The  right  hon. 
baronet  had  represented  him  as  having 
said  that  the  Union  would  make  a  savins 
of  1,000,000/.  in  time  of  war,  and 
500,000/.  in  time  of  peace;  but  he 
thould  have  gone  on  and  stated  all  he 
should  have  stated,  that  that  was  not  a 
prophecy,  but  a  mere  fact,  as  it  appear- < 
ed  upon  the  accounts  before  the  House  for 
the  three  preceding  year«.  He  denied 
that  the  criterion  adopted  then  was  a^  on- 
just  one,  or  proved  to  have  been  so  by 
any  thing  that  had  since  happened;  on 
the  contrary  the  impression  was,  that  it 
was  most   liberal,  and  the   right   hon. 
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bafenet  had  said  nothing  tbat  could  invali- 
date the  general  proposition.  It  never  war 
pretended  that  Ireland  could  exist  in 
union  with  England  at  the  rate  of  her  own 
internal  expences;  but  what  would  her 
situation  have  been  if  in  addition  to  her 
own  expenditure,  she  had  to  defray  the 
imperial  charge  which  the  opponents  of 
thai  measure  were  wHling  to  suoscribe  to? 
H^  was  sure  the  best  course  that  could  be 
pursued,  was  to  make  Ireland  a  rich  coun* 
try,  and  to  treat  her  with  liberaKty ;  and 
from  the  present  assistance  and  disposition 
of  parliament  towards  her,  he  augured  fia* 
vourably  of  any  future  arrangement. 

Mr.  Pitngerald  was  surprised  to  hear  the 
right  hon.  paronet  talk  of  the  oppression 
of  taxes,  at  a  time  when  the  proposal  firom 
England  was,  to  take  part  of  the  debt 
upon  herself.  He  maintained  that  the 
imports  and  exports  had  increased,  and 
denied  that  Ireland  was  treated  with  in* 
difierence  by  the  government.  He  de« 
fended  his  right  hon.  friend,  for  adverting 
to  the  advantages  derived  by  Ireland  from 
the  government,  and  more  particularly 
that  of  an  enlarged.system  of  public  edu* 
cation. 

Mr.  €hattan  observed,  that  he  had 
never  said  the  Union  would  destroVi  but 
that  it  must  check  the  prosperity  of  Ire« 
land.  Its  increa^  in  live  stock  and  raw 
produce  was  no  more  than  the  necessary 
result  of  its  natural  fertility,  which  scarcely 
no  government,  however  bad,  could  en« 
tirely  stop,  much  less  the  present,  which 
only.stooa  in  need  of  improvement.  In 
support  of  his  opinion,  that  the  financial 
statements  made  that  night  and  on  recent 
occasions,  were  much  too  sanguine,  he  ob« 
serve^il,  that  in  1792  Ireland  exported  more 
liffen  than  she  did  at  present,  and  that  tho 
rate  of  her  increase  was  much  greater 
during  the  ten  years  from  1782  to  1792, 
than  in  the  eighteen  years  since. 

The  Chancdlor  of  the  Exchequer  did  not 
consider  Ireland  to  be  in  ^  state  of  bank- 
ruptcy, notwithstanding  the  opinion  which 
some  gentlemen  entertained  on  the  sub- 
ject. There  were  circumstances  which 
had  arisen  last  year  that  led  to  the  embar^ 
rassment  of  the  finances  of  that  country^ 
and  which  would  render  it  imprudent  to 
burthen  her  with  any  great  weight  of  ad* 
.ditional  taxation.  The  resources,  bow* 
ever,  were  abundant,  and  would  ultimate- 
ly meet  the  exigencies  of  the  year.  Gen* 
tiemen  had  taken  a  wrong  view  of  the  re- 
venue, occasioned,  perhaps,  by  the  appa- 
rent diminution  in  her  exports;   but  that. 
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it  would  be  seen  upon  reference^  was  to  be 
placed  to  the  account  of  the  increasiDg 
couaamptioo  for  the  raw  material  in  the 
army  and  navy.  The  deficit  in  the  cus- 
tom duties  was  small^  compared  with  the 
increase  in  the  export  of  live  articles.  The 
means  of  estimating  the  real  wealth  of  the 
country  were  generally  from  the  produc- 
tions of  the  soil,  either  in  the  raw  mate- 
rials or  in  the  agriculture,  and  then  it  would 
be  seen  that  every  where  exhibited  the 
growing  prosperity  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  Huicmmon  was  glad  to  hear  the 
right  hon.  gent  speak  so  justly  of  the  ca- 
pability of  Ireland,  because  it  argued  a 
better  knowledge  of  that  country  than  he 
(Mr.  Hutchinson)  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
imputing  to  him.  Ignorance  of  Ireland 
had  been  the  cause  of  the  greater  part  of 
her  misfortunes,  and  he  wished  he  could 
convince  that  right  hon.  gent,  that  the 
more  he  knew  of  the  great  natural  means 
and  resources  of  that  much-gifted  country, 
the  better  qualified  he  would  be  to  guide 
to  a  prosperous  issue  the  destinies  ot  the 
empire  at  large.  He  had  listened  with 
ffreet  attention  to  the  statement  of  the 
Irish  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  he 
confessed  be  had  heard  from  him  for  the 
first  time  a  new  principle  of  political 
economy.  He  had  not  known  before  that 
the  exportation  of  cattle  was  a  very  con- 
clusive criterion  of  national  prosperity. 
His  prejudices  till  now  had  taught  him  that 
a  large  cattle  stock  arose  from  a  redundant 
pasture,  and  that  where  there  was  a  fiur 
greater  portion  of  pasture  it  was  because  the 
people  of  that  counuy  had  not  yet  acquired 
either  the  skill  or  the  means  of  knowing 
what  to  do  with  the  soil.  The  financial  state 
of  Ireland  was,  and  had  been  for  a  long 
period,  so  critical,  that  he  tboegbt  the  Re- 
sent subject  ought  to  have  been  laid  before 
them  deliberateljr,  and  discussed  with  a 
patient  investigation.  Not  that  he  bad  any 
intention  of  trespassing  on  the  Committee, 
but  he  felt  satisfied  that  nothing  coald  tend 
more  to  the  general  interests  than  a  gene- 
ral information  upqn  the  ^&irs  of  Ireland, 
apd  therefore  it  was  he  regretted  that  the 
two  ChaDcellors  of  the  Exchequer  did  not 
agree  to  postpone  either  budget  to  another 
evening.  This  would  have  appeared  to 
him  desirable,  if  it  had  no  other  effect  than 
that  of  avoiding  the  appearance  to  Ireland 
of  crouding  the  question  of  her  interests 
with  an  unseemly  hurry,  upon  a  discos* 
aion  thatmight  have  already  exfaaaited  the 
attention  of  the  House.  With  respect  to 
the  speech  of  the  Irish  Chancellor  be 
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thoight  if  that  right  hon.  gent  had  con^ 
fiuoea  himself  merely  to  his  financial 
statement,  and  followed  the  example  set 
by  the  Chancellor  for  England,  he  (Mr. 
Hutchinson}  should  not  have  felt  hinu 
self  called  upon  to  trouble  the  Committee 
with  any  observation  at  that  time;  bu^ 
when  the  right  hon.  gentleman  turnei) 
aside,  and  proceeded  so  far  out  of  his  way 
to  vaunt  of  the  growing  prosperity  of  Ire^ 
land,  and  even  to  panegyrize  himself,  hia 
colleagues  in  office,  and  the  English  part 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  for  their 
uniform  attention  and  devotion  to  the  in* 
terests  and  welfare  of  Ireland,  then  did  he 
feel  himself  called  upon,  in  the  name  of 
his  countrymen,  to  protest  against  any 
such  claim,  and  utterly  to  deny  it,  as 
being  not  only  unfounded  in  fact,  but  la 
direct  contradiction  of  it.  This  he  state4 
of  his  own  knowledge.  As  to  the  gene^ 
ral  plan  of  taxation,  he  had  one  Tital  ob^ 
jecuon  to  it,  namely,  that  those  were  ia 
general  its  objects  of  taxation  who  wtm 
least  able  to  bear  it.  The  right  boa, 
genL  appeared  to  him  to  seek,  in  general, 
for  taxes  where  little  could  be  got,  and 
not  even  that  little  without  much  and 
severe  oppression.  If  the  Irish  Chaiw 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  came  in  a  manly 
way  to  the  discharge  of  his  public  duty, 
be  could  find  more  fit  and  more  prodno- 
tive  objects  for  taxation  than  those  which 
be  had  as  yet  selected.  Of  the  tax  opoia 
tobacco  he  disapproved,  because  he 
thought  it  would  be  at  once  harsh  and 
unequable  ia  its  operation  and  scanty  in 
its  produce.  To  the  tax  on  timber  he  nad 
twMilbjectioos ;  the  first,  which  was  perw 
hapsTthe  liahter  one,  was,  that  it  would 
have  the  emct  of  impeding  the  peasantry 
in  the  general  improvement  of  their  ha» 
bitatioQS.  It  was  certainly  a  most  desira* 
ble  ol]||ectle  diffuse  amongst  the  labouring 
classes  of  the  peasantnr  that  relish  for  the 
substantial  comforts  of  neat  and  well-oiw 
dered  dwelling-houses,  which  could  not 
be  long  maintained  without  teaching  the 
virtues  of  a  sober,  systematic  industry, 
and  giving  the  peasant  a  consciousness  in 
that  property  which  must  be  to  him,  of 
all  otners,  the  most  cheering  and  con* 
solatory — that  of  the  poor  man's  home. 
This  tax,  however,  by  raising  the  price  of 
Amevican  timber,  most  raise  the  pric# 
of  all  other  kinds  of  timber,  and  of 
course  very  considerably  obstruct*  if  not 
totally  defeat,  the  progress  of  so  desirable 
an  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the 
Irish  peasant,— But  his  second  objectioii 
•        a 
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was  yet  more  serious.  At  a  period  in 
^irhich  our  relations  with  America  were  so 
critically  circumstanced,  he  thought  that 
the  imposition  of  such  a  tax  as  this 
must  be  looked  upon  by  that  government 
With  considerable  jealousy,  they  might 
consider  it  as  almost  amounting  to  a  ae- 
claration  of  war.  This,  therefore,  he 
thought  to  be  the  moment  at  which,  above 
lall  others,  the  imposition  of  such  a  t2LX 
\vas  most  objectionable.  With  respect  to 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer for  England,  he  was  willing  to 
ticknow ledge  his  attention  to  Ireland  in 
that  one  instance,  and  was  not  indisposed 
to  augur  well  from  it.  He  hailed  it  as 
the  beginning  of  his  ministerial  attempts 
for  her  prosperity,  and  hoped  it  would 
Aoon  cease  to  be  the  solitary  instance  of 
liis  good  will  towards  Ireland.  Thus  much 
he  said  freely,  but  more  he  could  not  say. 
He  could  not  go  beyond  that  night.  He 
repeated  bis  c^claration,  which  he  had 
tuade  of  his  own  knowledge,  that  down 
to  that  night,  nothing  had  been  done  to 
justify  the  claim  which  had  been  put  in 
upon  the  gratitude  of  Ireland.  For  what 
was  she  to  be  grateful  ?  Not  surely  be- 
cause they  had  so  repeatedly  refused  to 
redress  her  wrongs;  not  because  they  had 
been  so  long  deaf  to  her  complaints  and 
indifferent  to  her  interests  }  1  should  be 
florry  (said  Mr.  Hutchinson)  to  say  any 
thing  offensive  to  the  House,  and  should  be 
more  sorry  if  truth  could  offend  th^m.  My 
charge  is  one  which,  however  widely  it  may 
extend,  l^  would  more  particularly  direct 
against  the  ministers.  I  charge  them 
then  with  a  violation  of  all  the  aoipam 
compacts  entered  into  betwixt  the  two 
countries  since  the  Union.  It  is  an  ac- 
count of  long  arrears,  froln  1 801  down  to 
the  present  time.  I  charge  them  with  in- 
difference, ignorance,  and  neglect  towards 
Ireland.  I  have  witnessed  in  this  House, 
session  after  sessicm,  repeated  attempts 
made  to  better  the  condition  of  Ireland  ; 
to  plant,  as  it  were,  the  population  in  the 
■oil,  and  give  them  a '  rooted  interest  in 
her  greatness ;  and  uniformly  have  I  seen 
those  attempts  resbted  and  defeated  in 
open  vioKitfon  of  the  public  faith  which 
you  flolemnly  pledged  to  Ireland  in  ex- 
change for  her  independence.  I  charge 
you  with  having  refused  to  four  millions 
the  privileges  you  solemnly  pledged  your* 
•elves  to  share  with  ihem.  The  gratitude 
o(  Ireland  is  demanded  in  return  for  the 
measures  taking  to  secure  the  education 
#f  her  peopis,     I  for  one  resist  the  de- 
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mand— for  I  myself  was  an  humble  in- 
strument in  calling  upon  you  to  provide 
in  some  way  for  the  education  of  her 
clergy — that  clergy  who  are  to  be  en* 
trusted  with  the  religion  and  morals  of 
four  millions  of  your  fellow  subjects,  and^ 
this  had  been  denied  me.  Let  Ireland 
know  the  service  she  has  received  from 
you,  before  her  gratitude  is  thus  taunt- 
ingly challeneed. 

Mr.  Foster  distinctly  denied  that  he  had 
ever  said  that  the  exportation  of  cattle  was 
a  work  of  national  prosperity.  What  did 
the  hnn.  gentleman  mean  by  saying,  that 
if  he  (Mr.  Foster)  did  his  duty  in  a  manly 
way,  he  would  find  another  and  a  more 
productive  tax?  he  was  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand the  hon.  gent.  Why  could  he  not 
speak  out  ?  Let  him  name  this  better  tax^ 
and  if  he  thought  it  better  than  his  own 
he  would  adopt  it  at  once.  Would  the 
hon.  gentleman  name  it  ?  Then  if  he  will 
not,  said  Mr.  Foster,  let  the  people  of  Ire- 
land blame  him  and  not  me,  for  I  have 
suggested  the  best  tax  my  judgment  could 
enable  me  to  do,  while  here  is  an  hon* 
gentleman  who  knows  a  better,  and  yet 
refuses  to  communicate  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  (of  Dublin)  conld  not  see 
why  the  right  hon.  gent,  should  take 
upon  himself  to  load  his  hon.  friend  with 
the  duties  of  his  office,  while  he  kept  all 
the  emoluments  to  himself.  His  hon, 
friend  in  stating  his  objections  to  the  mea- 
sures of  the  right  hon.  gent,  had  done  no* 
thing  more  than  he  had  a  right  to  do. 
Nor  could  he  believe  that  every  member 
who  in  the  conscientious  discharge  of  his 
duty  objected  to  any  measure  brought 
before  the  House,  was  thereby  bound  to 
substitute  a  better  in  its  place.  Mr.  Shaw 
then  proceeded  to  observe  upon  the  items 
of  the  new  taxes,  and  to  compare  the  pro- 
duce of  the  tax  on  wine,  currants  and  rai- 
sins, &c.  at  stated  periods.  The  total 
amount  of  the  produce  of  the  duties  on 
wine  was,  in  the  year  1 809,  365,^76/.  1  li. 
3d.  and  for  the  year  1810  it  was  but 
309,014/.  I8«.  lid  The  duties  on  teas 
for  the  year  1S09  produced  500,946/.  8i; 
5d.  and  the  same  in  lltio  produced  but 
472,009/1  14t.  The  duties  on  currants 
and  raisins  for  the  year  1809  amounted 
to  the  sum  of  11,920/.  2f.  5d.  while  those 
for  the  year  1810  had  fallen  to  4,778/. 
13f.  \0d.  Here  there  was  certainly  no 
progressive  increase,  but  an  evident  pro- 
gressive decrease.  He  was  sorry  he 
could  not  persuade  the  right  hon.  gent,  to 
put  an  increased  duty  upon  spirits;  that. 
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indeed,  would  be  a  tax  prodartive  noi 
only  of  revenue,  but  the  most  benefiriai 
consequences  in  other  respects.  The  long 
list  that  had  been  read,  retailing  the  num- 
ber of  stills,  worms  and  kegs  which  had 
been  seized,  did  not  prove  that  illicit  dis> 
filiation  had  bt*en  suppressed  ;  but  thai 
the  reduction  of  the  duties  had  not  had 
the  expected  effect  of  suppressing  the  \U 
licit  distillation.  He  could  not  join  in  the 
f anguine  opinion  that  had  been  expressed 
of  the  great  prosperity  of  Ireland :  she  had 
since  the  Union  increased  her  debt  nearly 
two-thirds:  it  was  then  thirty-three  mil- 
lions, and  was  now  eighty-nine  millions. 

The  several  Resolutions  were  then  read 
mnd  agreed  to. 
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Protestant  Dtssentino  Ministbrs' 
Bill.]  Earl  SronAope observed,  it  was  his 
duty  to  present  to  their  Lordships  the 
great  number  of  Petitions  which  he  had 
received  from  various  classes  of  Protestant 
IMssenters  against  this  Bill.  The  first  Pe- 
tition he  presented  was  one  from  Market 
Harboroogh,  which  the  noble  earl  desired 
might  be  read.  Which  being  done,  he 
next  moved  that  the  said  Petition  do  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said  he  had  not 
the  slightest  intention  of  opposing  the  mo- 
tion. His  object  in  rising  was,  that,  if 
possible,  the  time  of  the  House  might  be 
saved.  He  was  perfectly  convinced  that 
his  noble  friend  bad  been  actuated  by  the 
purest  and  best  motives  in  bringing  for- 
ward the  Bill  which  was  now  before  the 
House,  and  he  was  satisfieil  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  Bill  had  been  by  many  persons 
much  misconceived  and  mistaken.  It 
was,  however,  a  consideration  of  great  im- 

Eortance,  whether  the  object  sought  to 
e  attained  was  equivalent  to  the  incon- 
▼enience  arising  from  the  agitation  and 
alarm  that  had  prevailed  since  the  mea- 
sure had  been  before  the  House.  If  there 
was  any  one  subject  more  than  another  in 
which  he  thought  it  impolitic  for  the  le- 
gislati^reto  interfere  without  a  real  and 
absolute  necessity,  it  was  on  religious  sub- 
jects. Howeter  laudable  the  object  of 
bis  noble  friend  might  be,  still  it  ought  to 
be  considered  that  the  good  to  be  attained 
by  the  change  proposed  was  trifling,  and 
that  the  inconvenience  sustained  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  agitatien  and  alarm  that 
prevailed,  was  very  great.    Under  these 


rircumstancei,  he  suggested  to  his  noblo 
friend  tht*  expedit^ncy  of  not  proceeding 
Any  further,  and  of  withdrawing  the  Bill. 

Viscount  Sfdmouth  felt  very  forcibly 
the  importance  which  must  be  attached  to 
what  bad  been  stated  by  his  noble  friend^ 
particularly  as  he  knew  that  his  noble 
friend  spoke  the  sentiments  of  govera- 
ment  upon  this  subject.  Still,  however, 
he  did  not  think  that  his  noble  friend  had 
made  out  a  case  to  call  upon  him  to  with* 
draw  his  Bill.  His  noble  friend  had 
spoken  of  misconception  and  mistake,  and 
certainly  there  had  been  much  misinter-* 
pretation  and  misconception,  but  if  the 
Bill  was  allowed  to  go  into  a  Committee, 
every  thing  that  had  given  rise  to  miscon- 
ception might  be  remedied.  The  noble 
viscount  was  proceeding  to  explain  the 
objects  of  the  Bill,  and  his  reasons  for  pro- 
posing it,  hoping  the  Bouse  would  indulge 
him,  by  allowing  him  to  do  so,  when 

Earl  Grey  spoke  to  order,  observing 
that  no  one  could  be  more  clearly  con- 
vinced than  himself,  however  he  might 
differ  with  him  in  opinion  upon  this  sub- 
ject, of  the  purity  of  the  motives  by  which 
his  noble  friend  had  been  actuated.  It 
was  however  irregular  for  his  noble  friend 
to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  Bill  at  the 
present  moment,  when  there  were  nu- 
merous Petitions  against  it  to  be  present- 
ed, the  regular  course  being  to  hear  them 
first.  / 

Viscount  Sidnumth  said,  he  should  not 
farther  trouble  the  House  at  that  time. 
It  had  not  been  his  intention  to  take  up 
their  time  long;  but  he  should  reserve 
himself  till  the  second  reading,  then  more 
foiiy  to  explain  himself. 

Earl  Stanhope  presented  several  other 
petitions,  from  difierent  dissenting  congre- 
gations in  various  parts  of  England,  which 
were  severally  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Lord  Holland  rose  and  said,  that  he  had 
numerous  petitions  to  present  to  the  House 
against  the  present  Bill,  the  first  of  which 
he  should  move  to  be  read.  It  was  the 
joint  petition  of  the  three  denominations 
of  the  dissenters  in  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  metropolis,  namely,  the  Presbyterian, 
the  Baptist,  and  the  Independent.  He 
should  say  little  by  way  of  preface,  except 
that  he  believed  that  that,  as  well  as  other 
petitions,  would  shew,  that  the  people  of 
this  country  were  not  so  ignorant  of  the 
nature  and  character  of  a  Bill  bronghl 
into  parliament,  as  not  to  see  and  to  ap« 
preciate  its  consequences  on  their  civil  or 
their  religions  liberty.    He  was  happy  to 
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Jbear  from  the  uoble  Secretary  of  Sta(e« 
mhdX  be  had  heard  from  him  thai  night, 
OD  the  impolicy  of  such  a  meaaiure.  But, 
be  must  say,  that  the  noble  viscoont  bad 
Tery  fairly  shaped  his  course  in  the  pro* 
ceedings  both  last  session  and  this.  He 
(lord  Holland)  had,  last  June,  stated  bisin- 
tpntion  to  look  with  much  care  and  great 
jealousy  at  any  attempt  to  meddle  with  or 
impair  the  provisions  of  the  Toleration  Act, 
and  he  thanked  the  noble  viscount  for 
liaving'  so  folly  explained  his  views  this 
session.  He  could  not,  however,  avoid  ex- 
pressing his  surprise  and  regret,  that  the 
noble  Secretary  of  State  had  not  taken  an 
earlier  opportunity,  either  last  session  or 
ibis,  of  stating  his  prudential  objections  to 
the  adoption  of  this  measure,  instead  of 
leaving  it  .to  the  present  occasion,  when 
the  petitions  against  it  were  crowding  in 
from  all  parts  of  England.  He  then  pre- 
sented the  petition,  which  was  received, 
nd  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The  noble 
lord  ntm  stated,  that  he  bad  a  great  nuoH 
ber  of  other  petitions. 

The  Earl  of  Morion  said,  it  vras  desirable 
lo  know,  whether  any  of  those  petitions 
contained  matter  which  reflected  upon,  or 
was  irregular  to  be  presented  to  that 
House. 

Lord  HoUmtd  said,  that  he  had  been 
unable  to  read  th^m  all.  Several  be  bad 
read,  which  contained  no  such  matter. 
But  he  should  feel  pleasure  in  having  them 
all  read  to  the  House,  if  it  should  not  be 
too  inconvenient  in  respect  of  time. 

The  Earl  of  LauderdaU  B&id,  that  he  also 
had  many  petitions  to  present.  Such  was, 
however,  the  opinion  he  entertained  of  the 
respectability  of  character  of  the  persons 
jwbo  had  framed  them,  that  if  there  was 
any  intention  shewn  of  casting  doubts  or 
reflections  on  them,  he  should  certainly 
move,  that  any  one  of  those  which  lie 
should  present  should  be  read. 

The  Petitions  presented  by  lord  Holland 
were  then  received,  the  preambles  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  They 
were  from  congregations  in  a  number  of 

S laces  in  Wiltshire,  Essex,  Dorset,  Berks, 
liddlesex,  &c. ;  one  petition  was  signed 
1^  above  4,000  persons. 

The  Earl  of  ilfoira  rose,  and  after  some 
observations  on  the  respectability  of  the 

Eetitionecsp  declared  his  readiness  to  take 
is  responsibility  for  the  propriety  of  the 
sentiments  they  contained.  His  lordship 
then  presented  a  great  number  of  Petitions 
from  difieren't  places  in  London,  West- 
SiUQsler,  Sttffcey,  MidfUeseotfli^entj  Cam* 


bridgeshire,  Essex,  Berks  and  Sussex, 
BuckB,  Wilts,  Leicestershire,  Norfoll^ 
Hants,  Hei'ts,  Derbyshire,  Warwick- 
sbircu  Northamptonshire,  Oxfordshire,  &c* 
amounting  to  about  fifty ;  all  which  weva 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Earr  of  Lauderdak  then  rose,  an4 
presented  numerous  Petitions  from  Bath, 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  Kent«  and  various  other 
places,  with  signatures  to  the  amount  of 
more  than  tan  thousand  names,  all  which 
were  taken  as  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Earl  Grey  presented  a  petition  from  % 
ccmgregation  at  Bristol,  which  we  onder^ 
stood  his  lordship  to  say,  was  intended  to 
have  been  presented  by  the  high  steward 
of  that  city  (lord  Grenville).  His  noble 
friend  could  not  attend  in  the  House  that 
night,  but  ha  was  confident  from  what 
he  knew  of  bis  opinions  respecting  the  im* 
portent  subject  of  toleration,  that  he  was 
favourable  to  the  nrayer  of  the  petitioa. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  observed,  that  per* 
sons  not  dissenters,  but  firiends  to  thf 
principle  of  toleration,  had  signed  the  pe* 
tition. 

Earl  Qrey  then  presented  manv  other 
petitions  from  Lewes,  Portsmoalo,  Da* 
venlny,  Colnbrool^  Gloucester,  and  other 
places,  which  were  also  ordered  to  Ua 
on  the  table. 

The  Earl  of  fiois{|m  presented  sevenj 
similar  petitions  from  dioerent  places. 

Lord  EnkvH  stated,  that  he  bad  nearly 
200  petitions  to  present  on  the  same  im* 
portent  aobjec t*  be  should  make  no  other 
prefatory  remark,  but  say  that  they  con* 
tained  tfie  same  opinions  nn  that  question, 
which  he  himself  maintained  on  the  sub* 
ject  of  the  toleration  act. — ^These  petitions 
were  presented,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tha 
table.  They  were  from  all  paru  of  Eng* 
land^  and  some  of  them  had  an  immenst 
number  of  signatures. 

The  Marquis  of  JLansdoume  then  stated, 
that  he  had  above  one  hundred  difierent 
petitions  to  present  to  their  lordships  on 
the  same  subject*  and  of  the  same  tenor. 
The  first  petition  he  presented,  his  lord* 
ship  stated,  was  signed  by  jnany  .pemona 
not  Protestant  dissenters ;  several  of  them 
beneficed  clergymen  of  the  Established 
Church,  who  equally  with  the  Protestant 
dissenters  deprecated  any  interferanoa 
with  the  Toleration  laws,  and  was  signed 
b^  896  persons.  All  these  petitions  wer« 
also  receive4,  and  ordered  to  lieonthn 
uble.. 
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The  mraibef  oT  alT  the  peiithms  receited 
wu  about  fire  hundred. 

The  order  of  the  day*  Ibr  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  was  then  called  for  by 
several  lords,  whea«  sAer  some  pause  had 
oecorred. 

Viscount  Sidmeuih  rose,  and  said,  that 
ill  moving  the  second  reading  of  this 
BHI,  he  should  make  no  remarks  on  the 
number  of  petitions  which  had  been  pre- 
sented against  it,  as  be  readily  supposed 
that  the  petitioners  sincerely  believed  what 
they  had  expressed  with  respect  to  the 
operation  of  it.  His  noble  friend,  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  had  truly  suted,  that 
freat  misconception  and  misapprehension 
ad  gone  forth  respecting  the  Bill,  and  he 
most  add,  great  misrepresentation.  The 
Various  public  resolutions  were,  for  the 
greater  part,  fnapplicable  to  the  real  ob- 
jects of  his  Bill.  When  the  Intelligent 
mind  of  his  noble  friend  was  not  quite  free 
from  misconception,  he  could  not  wonder 
at  seeing  the  misapprehensions  of  others. 
h  seemed  to  be  thought  that  some  change 
was  intended  in  our  Toleration  laws. 
What  was  it  ?  The  object  of  the  Bill,  the 
clauses  of  which  might  be  amended  in  the 
Committee,  was  merely  to  sire  unifor- 
mity to  the  two  acts  on  whicn  our  system 
of  teleration  w^  founded:  its  object  was 
ifot  to  exclude  any  class  of  dissenters,  but 
to  comprehend  all,  according  to  the  spirit 
and  meaning  of  those  acts.  This  was  the 
aole  purpose  of  the  Bill.  Re  was  led  to 
propose  It  from  infbrmation  he  had  a  con- 
siderable time  since  received,  of  what  wu 
and  is  the  prevalent  mode  of  executing 
those  acts.  He  lamented  to  think  that  the 
cflect  of  those  Bills  was,  that  any  ignorant 
person  of  depraved  morals  should  be  able, 
by  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  by  mak- 
ing the  declaration  against  Popery,  and 
aobscribing  to  certain  articles  of  the 
church,  declaring  himself  under  the  lOth 
of  the  present  king,  a  Christian  and  Protes* 
tant,  and  a  believer  that  the  Old  and  New 
TesiamenU  contained  the  revealed  will  of 
God,  to  claim  his  licence,  and  that  his 
certificate  should  enable  him  to  preach 
any  where  any  doctrines  he  pleased ;  and 
that  this  did,  in  fact,  till  1802,  exempt  him 
from  many  civil  and  from  all  military  ser- 
vices. At  first  he  could  hardly  credit  that 
interpretation  of  the  laws.  He  could  state, 
but  that  he  feared  fatiguing  their  lordships, 
information  firom  many  magistrates  of  nu- 
merous applications  at  quarter  sessions, 
evidently  to  obtain  these  exemptions.  He 
bad  heard  of  what  he  confessed  was  credit- 


able to  a  sect  of  dissenters,  wherein  they 
acknowledged  these  abuses,  and  expressed 
thtrir  desire  to  correct  them,  by  the  expul- 
sion frqm  among  them  of  such  unworthy 
persons.  Could  it  be  supposed  that  they 
who  so  acted  to  evade  the  laws,  would  ba, 
deterred  by  fear  of  their  brethren  ?  He 
had  learned  with  satisfaction,  that  though 
the  prevalent  interpretation  of  the  law 
was  as  he  had  stated,  yet  with  many  well- 
informed  and  respectable  persons  it  was 
not  so.  In  DevoQ,  Norfolk,  Buckingham- 
shire, and  in  Suffolk,  too,  he  learned,  that 
that  interpretation  was  not  admitted. 
Feeling  the  abuses  that  were  committed, 
learning  the  opinions  of  enlightened  men, 
and  the  practice  of  many  respectablo 
magistrates  on  this  subject,  he  had  felt  it 
necessary  to  bring  the  consideration  of  it 
before  parliament  He  had  been  en* 
conraged  to  do  so,  by  the  opinions  of  res* 
pectable  persons  of  magistrates,  and 
judges;  and  he  had  stated  in  June,  1809, 
that  he  intended  to  do  nothing  but  what 
was  with  a  view  to  secure  the  toleration  of 
Protestant  Dissenters,  as  well  as  the  sup* 
port  of  the  Church  of  England,  of  which 
he  gloried  in  being  a  member.  By  thii 
fair  standard  he  had  proceeded,  and  in 
his  Bill  there  was  nothing  to  be  (bund  in- 
consistent with  it.  He  hSd  not  contented 
himself  with  the  authorities  he  bad  men- 
tioned, but  had  sought  fiirther  infbrmation, 
and  even  communications  with  various  dis* 
senters.  From  some  of  them  he  bad.re* 
ceived  voluntary  commonications,  and 
with  others  he  had  had  conversation ;  and 
he  could  truly  aver,  that  though  many 
wished  he  should  take  no  share  in  the  bust* 
ness,  few  objected  to  the  measure  he  pro* 
posed.  They  thought  merely,  that  though 
the  measure  was  Innocent,  yet  that  it  mi^t 
excite  in  other  Quarters  a  disposition  to  m* 
troduce  into  it  oojectionable  clauses.  They 
did  not  seem  on  the  whole,  to  think  there 
was  any  thing  in  it  materially  objection* 
able.  £very  class  of  dissenting  preacher*, 
in  fact,  who  had  separate  congregations, 
were  Mi  by  this  Bill  in  the  same  state  m 
befere,  with  the  removal  of  all  sorts  of  im* 

Sediments,  and  the  magistrate  would  know 
etter  what  was  his  duty  on  such  subjectt. 
What  better  mode  of^^  attestation  could 
Uiere  be  than  that  of  several  persons  of 
the  congregation  for  those  w««o  sought  for 
licences  i  As  to  the  question  of  substan- 
tial and  reputable  householders,  or  house* 
holders  merely,  that  was  a  consideration 
for  the  Committee.  There  was  no  other 
regolation  but  to  relieve  them  from  dif* 
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ibrent  practice  at  different  Quarter  Sea* 
aions.  The  second  point  applied  to  such 
as  had  no  separate .  congregations.  He 
did  not  expect  to  meet  with  any  difficulty 
on  this  subject  from  the  quarter  whence  it 
arose.  It  would  be  a  farce  to  talk  of  tole- 
ration, he  confessed,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  exclude  this  class  of  >  persons  from  the 
rights  allowed  to  other  Protestant  Dissen- 
ters, though  he  must  say,  that  he  knew 
ihey  had  often  given  great  pain  and  vexa* 
tion  to  many  most  excellent  and  merito- 
rious beneficed  clergymen.  Yet  he  must 
in  candour  admit,  that  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands of  people  would,  through  our  own  un- 
pardonable and  abominable  neglect,  be  de- 
prived of  all  moral  and  religious  instruction, 
were  it  not  for  the  services  of  these  persons. 
Millions  in  this  country  were  indebted  to 
them  for  their  religious  instruction.  We 
were  not  at  liberty  to  withhold  the  only 
means  of  moral  and  religious  knowledge. 
He  had  not,  therefore,  excluded  such  per- 
sons, which  would  have  been  contrary  to 
indispensible  and  eternal  justice. — ^The 
third  point  of  his  Bill  related  to  proba- 
tioners* He  had,  on  that  point,  proposed 
that  six  persons  should  sign  their  belief  of 
the  sober  and  exemplary  life,  of  the  capa- 
city, &c.  of  the  individual.  What  test 
could  be  more  moderate?  His  object 
was  to  follow  up  the  principles  of  the 
toleration  lawsj  which  never  meant,  that 
any  person  should  assume  to  himself  the 
privilege  of  a  preacher  and  teacher,  and 
exercise  such  important  functions  without 
some  attestations.  Any  person  under  the 
Bill  might  then  be  chosen,  nay*  he  might 
be  said  even  to  choose  himself,  if  he  pro- 
cured such  attestations.  He  confessed  be 
did,  confidently,  but  as  he  had  found, 
vainly,  expect  that  he  should  have  had 
the  consent  of  all  sects  and  descriptions, 
who  felt  what  was  due  to  the  purity, 
sanctity,  and  dignity  of  religion.  All  he 
Vvas  apprehensive  of  was,  that  some  frit* ndi» 
to  the  established,  Church  might  think  the 
Bill  would  be  inefficient  for  what  was  re- 

?uisite ;  but  he  never .  thought  that  any 
rotestant  Dissenter  would  consider  it  in- 
consistent with  the  wise  and  just  eoactmenis 
of  the  toleration  laws.  He  learned  that  in 
the  customs  of  dissenters,  probation  was 
necessary  for  the  proof  of  the  gifts  requi- 
site for  the  ministerial  office*  Therefore 
be  had  merely  proposed  that  three  Dis- 
senting Preachers  should  sign  a  testimony 
in  the  probationer's  favour.  In  our  own 
Church,  by  our  Ecclesiastical  laws,  there 
were  certain  probations  and  attestations  to 


be  made.  A  deacon  must  have  the  testi* 
menials,  of  three  clergymen  to  his  life». 
gifts,  &c.  His  name  must  also  be  read 
three  times  in  church.  He  did  not  meaa 
to  say  that  this  always  prevented  impro* 
per  introductions,  but  that  such  were  the 
precautions  that  were  observed  by  law.*- 
Though  he  had  received  much  informa* 
tion  on  the  subject,  no  man  should  b* 
placed  by  him  in  an  unpleasant  situation 
by  his  stating  his  name,  though  there  wer« 
noble  lords  present  who  knew  what  ia* 
formation  he  had  received.  From  the  Iti* 
nerant  Methodists,  of  whom  he  did  not 
wish  to  speak  disrespectfully,  he  had 
grounds  on  which  he  expected  their  ap« 
probation.  He  had  formed  his  opinioo 
from  those  of  magistrates  and  respectable 
gentlemen  of  varioos  descriptions*  Ob« 
jections  had  been  started  at  first  by  his 
noble  friend,  for  whom  he  had  much  re- 
spect (lord  Holland)  who  seemed  to  think 
that  any  man  had  a  right  to  take  on  him- 
self the  office  of  teacher  on  making  the 
Declarations,  &c.  and  that  it  was  not  a 
question  for  the  legislature  to  take  up. 
He  would  say  that  this  opinion  was  ut* 
terly  inconsistent  with  the  meaning  of  the 
Toleration  Act.  That  Act,  right  or  wrong, 
was  a  measure  of  condition.  He  never 
could  agree  to  those  broad  principles. 
But  in  some  respects,  he  thought  tnose 
laws  intolerant ;  where  for  instance  they 
limited  religious  doctrines.  His  noble 
friend  had  called  the  Toleration  Act  the 
palladium  of  religious  liberty.  What  did 
he  admire  in  it?  Its  beneficent  effects,  he 
had  said,  in  its  providing  freedom  of  wor* 
ship.  Could  he  deny  that  it  was  differ- 
ently  acted  upon  in  different  counties? 
In  proportion  to  his  admiration  of  it,  his 
wish  should  be  to  render  its  operatioa 
universal.  It  was  not  so  at  present. 
There  was  no  case,  wherein,  when  the 
licence  had  been  refused,  the  party  had, 
at  least  for  many  years,  resorted  to  the 
court  of  Kiog's-bench*  He  went  to  ano* 
ther  county.  Thus,  there  was  a  different 
interpretation  in  counties  bordering  upon 
each  other :  let  the  benefit,  therefore,  be 
made  universal*  If  this  measure  were 
improper,  come  at  once  to  the  assertion  of 
the  broad  principle,  and  try  to  alter  the 
laws  in  that  way.  That  broad  principle 
had  never  existed  in  any  age  or  in  any 
coimtry.  History,  both  sacred  and  pro* 
fane,  shewed  the  importance  that  nad 
been  always  attached  to  the  priesthood^ 
which  had  never  been  assumed  but  con- 
ferred*   He  wu  not  so  read  in  tba  sacrtd 
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writing!  ms  he  ought  to  be,  and  he  coald 
touch  on  them  only  with  great  deference. 
Bat  he  had  read,  ''  Lay  hands  suddenly 
on  no  man;''  and  aUo,  that  persons 
chosen  for  such  situations  should  be  "  of 
good  report."  He  could  not  think  of  the 
argument  taken  from  the  low  condition  of 
those,  who,  in  earlier  days,  received  their 
divine  missions,  as  applicable  to  the  pre- 
sent times,  and  as  giving  authority  to  the 
persons  he  had  alluded  to,  to  lay  their 
claims  to  divine  influence,  without  any 
attestations  of  their  character  and  qualifi- 
cations. The  early  ages  of  the  cbureb 
shewed  that  purity  of  character  was  held 
indispensible  to  him  who  attempted  to 
enter  into  the  solemn  offices  of  the  priest- 
hood.— ^The  noble  viscount  next  adverted 
to  the  abuses  which  had  existed*  He 
stated  a  case  before  the  magistrates  of 
StafR>rd,  where  a  man  who  could  not  read 
or  write  applied  for  a  certificate.  One  of 
the  magistrates  inquired  if  he  could  sign 
his  name,  his  reply  was,  be  did  not  come 
there  to  write.  The  magistrate  told  him 
if  he  would  read  the  act  he  would  find 
what  was  required,  and  he  asked  him  to 
read  aloud.  To  this  the  applicant  an- 
swered he  did  not  come  there  to  read. 
He  was  then  interrogated  if  he  could 
write?  his  reply  was.  No;  he  was  not 
ashamed  to  own  it.  Could  he  read? — 
No.  The  magistrate  observed  how  im- 
proper it  was  for  him  to  claim  this  certifi- 
cate, who  could  not  read  the  Bible,  the 
doctrines  of  which  he  was  about  to  preach 
witheat  being  able  to  read  the  original. 
To  this  the  other,  with  an  unblushing 
countenance,  remarked,  that  the  magis- 
trate knew  nothing  of  inspiration.  It  was 
thus  that  such  a  man  claimed  and  procured 
a  certificate,  by  which  he  freea  himself 
from  every  civil  burden.  Another  case 
he  detailed  from  a  letter,  wherein  an  ac- 
count was  given  of  a  practice  among  a 
class  of  independents,  m  the  metropolis, 
who  delivered  a  sermon  full  of  the  grossest 
blasphemy,  whereby  the  principles  of 
atheism  and  deism  were  disseminated 
among  the  people.  In  neither  of  these  in- 
stances was  it  his  wish  that  the  Bill  should 
debar  them  from  becoming  preachen, 
but  it  only  required  thev  shoula  have  the 
sanction  of  persons  of  tneir  own  persua- 
sion. In  the  whole  of  this  proceeaing  hs 
had|flone  nothing  which  he  would  not 
have  done  if  he  had  been  a  dissenter,  ^f 
there  were  any  objectionable  clauses  as 
they  now  stood,  they  could  easily  be 
amended  in  the  Committee,  and  it.  was 
(  VOL.  XX. ) 


his  wish  and  desire  their  lordships  wonld 
permit  him  to  proceed  to  a  Committee, 
and  then  they  mieht  see  in  what  state  the 
Bill  would  come  before  them  for  a  third 
reading.  With  respect  to  the  Resolutions 
which  he  had  seen  in  the  public  papers, 
they  were  totally  opposite  to  every  part 
of  the  Bill  now  on  their  lordships*  table* 
There  was  one  Resolution  which  imputed 
a  design  against  the  Toleration  Act;  and 
he  would  not  say  one  word  with  respect 
to  the  charity  from  whence  this  Resolution 
arose.  However  he  perceived  there  was 
a  disposition  against  the  Bill,  and  probably 
it  would  not  pass ;  but  having  stated  hia 
sentiments  on  the  occasion,  he  would 
leave  it  entirely  in  their  lordships^  hands, 
and  they  might  dispose  of  it  as  to  their 
judgment  seemed  most  proper*  If  any 
motion  were  made  from  others,  he  diould 
throw  no  obstacle  in  its  way.  He  should 
satisfy  himself  in  the  conscientious  dis* 
charge  of  hjs  duty;  because  he  had 
throughout  been  actuated  by  a  wish  to 
render  a  benefit  to  the  dissenters  in  ge- 
neral, by  instituting  a  measure  intended 
to  promote  the  honour,  the  dignitv,  and 
the  sanctity  of  religion.  The  noble  vis- 
count concluded  by  moving.  That  the  Bill 
be  now  read  a  second  time. 

The  Archbisho|i  of  Catti0rbmy  said,  after 
the  Bill  had  received  the  sanction  of  tha 
leaders  of  the  dififerent  sects,  as  stated  by 
the  noble  viseount  who  brought  it  in,  it 
was  with  extreme  surprize  that  he  saw  the 
flood  of  petitions  against  it,  which  had  that 
night  been  poured  into  their  lordships' 
House.  With  respect  to  the  difibrence  of 
opinions  on  religious  subjects  in  the  Chris* 
tian.  Church,  he  observed,  that  the  basis 
of  that  religion  was  the  Bible ;  and  he 
held  those  to  be  the  most  ortliodox  Chris- 
tians,  who  adhered  the  most  strictly  to  the 
doctrines  laid  down  in  that  sacred  volume. 
To  explain  it  was  the  duty  of  all  mankind, 
and  its  interpretation  was  confined  to  no 
particular  sect.  To  use  coercion  in  com* 
pellinff  uniformity,  was  not  only  impolitic, 
but  while  man  was  constituted  as  man,  it 
would  be  impracticable.  The  very  basis 
of  toleration  depended  on  abstaining  from 
the  attempt.  That  basis  would  never  be 
infringed  by  the  Church  of  England,  if 
that  Church  endured  in  its  existing  form. 
But  were  it  overtnmed,  history  i^rded 
them  many  melancholy  examples  of  the 
direction  which  relisioes  toleration  might 
take.  This  was  aline  should  suggest  to 
their  lordships  6n  so  delicate  a  point  of  his 
subjecti    As  for  the  Bill  under  their  view, 
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it  appeared  to  him  to  embrace  two  very 
important  considerations,  of  extreme  io« 
terest  to  society  and  the  religious  estab- 
lishments of  the  country.  These  objects 
were,  1st,  To  unite  and  gi?e  uniformity  to 
the  three  acts  already  in  existence ;  and, 
Sodly,  To  render  the  dissenters  more  re« 
apectable,  by  precluding  from  their  body 
those,  who  were  unworthy  to  belong  to 
any  class  of  religious  instructors.  Of  both 
of  these  objects  he  npproved,  as  they  must, 
iie  of  the  utmost  utility  to  the  community, 
and  highly  beneficial  to  the  country.  But 
as  the  dissenters,  who  at  first  approved  of 
the  Bill,  it  now  appeared,  differed  from  it, 
he  considered  it  to  be  unwise  and  impo- 
litic to  press  it  against  their  inclination  or 
consent,  who,  it  must  be  allowed,  were 
ihe  best  judges  of  what  they  considered  to 
be  for  their  own  interests. 

Lord  Ertkme  observed,  that  the  numer- 
ous petitions  presented  this  evening  against 
the  Bill^  were  only  a  few  of  the  immense 
number  (to  the  amount  of  ten  times  as 
many)  that  would  be  received,  were  an 
opportunity  afforded  for  their  transmission 
from  remote  parts,  by  any  postponement 
of  the  discussion  on  this  subject.  But  no 
a^ch  postponement  was  necessary ;  and  he 
was  in  hopes  he  should  be  able  in  a  few 
minutes  to  lay  such  grounds  before  their 
lordships,  as  would  induce  even  the  noble 
mover  himself,  to  acknowledge  that  be 
was  justified  in  proposing  the  Amendment, 
with  which  it  was  his  intention  to  con- 
clude; namely,  that  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill  should  stand  for  this  day  six 
Bfonths.  From  what  had  fallen  from  the 
Dpble  mover,  their  lordships  would  sup- 
pose this  Bill  to  be  a  bill  of  regulation  to 
explain  that,  which  had  been  justly  called 
the  palladium  of  religious  liberty,  the 
Toleration  Act.  But  instead  of  toat,  he 
would  shew  that  it  was  a  declaratory  act, 
directly  repugnant  to  the  spirit  and  letter 
of  that  invaluable  act.  The  preamble,  he 
contended,  was  a  direct  repeal  of  the  most 
important  parts  of  the  Toleration  Act, 
which  for  120  years  had  been  administered 
without  any  difference  of  opinion  or  doubt  in 
the  breast  of  any  justice  or  other  individual. 
After  the  very  recital  of  the  Toleration 
Act,  "  that  persons  in  holy  orders,  or  pre- 
tended holy  orders,  or  pretending  to  holy 
orders,"  sbould  be  free  from  the  penal 
enactments  it  contained,  tbi#  Bill  went  to 
leave  all  those  cUm^  except  the  first 
(those  in  holy  orders)  excluded  from  these 
exemptions,  and  to  be  provided  for  by 
future  claoaes^  to  be  introduced  by  the 
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noble  viscount;  or  put  to  other  testfi  nar* 
rowing  those  esMtblished  by  the  Toleration 
Act,  and  granted  by  their  fathera  at  the 
glorious  aera  of  the  Revolution.  Could  their 
lordships,  under  these  circumstances,  even 
permit  that  Bill  to  go  into  a  Committee, 
which  in  its  preamble  declared  that  to  be 
law,  which  was  not  law  ?  He  uMst  cordially 
agreed  with  the  right  rev.  prelate  who  so 
liberally  and  excellently  delivered  senti* 
ments  well,  becoming  the  head  of  the 
English  Church,  that  the  Bible  was  the. 
work  of  God,  the  foundation  of  the  Chris* 
tion  Religion,  and  that  he  was  the  best 
Christian  who  best  observed  its  precepu; 
and,  above  all,  that  it  was  the  office  of 
man  to  interpret  that  sacred  volume.  It 
vvas.  against  this  natural  office  that  the 
tyrannical  laws  existing  previous  to  the 
passing  of  the  Toleration  Act  were  direct- 
ed, and  religious. liberty  put  down,  till 
that  act,  of  which  a  risht  exposition 
had  not  been  made  by  the  noble  vis- 
count.— H^  then  noticed  two  acts  against 
preachera  and  teachers  in  unlawful  aa* 
semblies,  subjecting  them  to  heavy  pe- 
nalties, which  he  severely  condemned. 
It  was  the  intention  of  the  Saviour  of 
the  World  that  his  doctrines  should  be 
propagated,  not  by  the  high  and  learned, 
bnt  by  the  humble  and  lowly.  Not  that 
they  were  to  preach  according  to  this  or 
that  liturgy,  but  as  God  enlightened  their 
consoience  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
them  to  express  their  feelings  to  their 
fellow  men.  He  then  turned  to  the  Tole- 
ration Act  itself,  and  argued  that  the  noble 
viscount  had  confounded  several  sectiona 
in  it  which  were  altogether  independent  of 
each  other.  The  8th  section  exempted 
four  orders  of  the  dissenters  from  certain 
penalties  upon  their  qualifying,  themselvea 
in  a  particular  manner,  but  the  preamble 
repealed  this  section,  except  with  regard 
to  teachem.  Could  their  lordships  do  thii» 
or  sufiisr  the  Bill  to  go  to  a  committee  ? 
It  also  went  to  to  repeal  the  10th  and  1  Itb 
sections,  the  former  applying  to  Anabap- 
tists and  Quakers,  and  the  latter  exempt- 
ing fiom  parochial  duties.  Supposing  the 
19th  of  the  King  had  never  passed  at  all, 
this  preamble  could  not  be  admitted,  but 
since  that  act  it  was  still  more  inadmissible^ 
as  it  thrust  three  out  of  the  four  ordera . 
enumerated,  out  of  the  pale,  and  proceed- 
ed not  to  leave  them  the  toleration  thej 
enjoyed,  but  to  give  them  toleration  on 
the  noble  viscomit's  own  terms.  They 
did  not  want  a  penalty,  as  proposed  by 
the  noble  viscount*  to  keep  a  man  from  in- 
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culcadng  blasphe'my.  A  Dissenter  or  a 
Charchman  uttering  sach  language,  might 
1>e  indicted  and  poni^hed,  as  Mr.  Winter- 
^bottom  had  been,  to  whom  he  must  say 
rather  a  hard  measure  had  been  dealt  out. 
They  wanted  no  aids  of  this  new  Bill, 
nor  sureties  of  six  householders  to  save 
them  from  this.  The  declaration  of  his 
Majesty  on  his  accession  to  the  throne,  had 
filled  the  heartsof  his  subjects  with  delight, 
atid  the  act  of  the  1 9th  of  his  reign  had  in 
'some  measure  fulfilled  their  expectations. 
It  was  to  relieve  those  whose  scruples  of 
Conscience  precluded  them  from  talcing 
the  benefit  of  the  Toleration  Act  by  sub- 
scribing to  the  tests ;  and  it  was  impossi- 
ble that  this  act«  which  had  for  its  object 
the  further  relief  of  the  Protestants,  should 
be  construed  as  it  had  been  by  the  noble 
Yiscount,  into  any  thing  like  a  repeal  ofj 
)sny  part  of  the  Toleration  Act.  That  act 
stood  wh^re  it  was,  and  no  repeal  of  any 
of  its  exemptions  took  place  by  the  1 9th 
of  the  King,  although  it  granted  further 
immunities  to  particular  parties  therein 
designated.  Let  their  lordships,  then,  for- 
get that  any  petitions  had  been  presented 
against  this  Bill,  and  only  consider  that  it 
went  to  repeal  these  two  acts— <:oQld  they 
accede  to  it?  The  noble  viscount  was  in 
ferrot*  when  he  supposed  that  itinerant 
preacherft  ot  probationers,  by  subscribing 
the  declaration,  and  taking  out  the  license, 
were  exempted  from  pairochial  offices. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of 
magistrates  on  this  subject,  and  a  isingle 
Mandamus  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench 
would  decide  the  matter  at  once  and  for 
ever.  The  law  was  as  clear  as  possible  in 
the  exemptions  and  immunities;  and  if 
the  noble  viscount  thought||these  immuni- 
tiei  Went  too  far,  in  cases  where  the  mili- 
tary necessities  of  the  country  might  be 
concerned,  he  might  propose  to  alter  that 
in  a  much  better  manner  than  by  trench- 
ing on  the  Toleration  Act.  There  were 
two  millions  of  persons  in  the  situation  of 
the  petitioners  against  this  Bill,  whom  he 
recollected  in  the  bosom  of  the  Church, 
from  which  they  were  driven  by  religious 
persecution.  They  were  driven  to  this 
secession  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Church,  but  not  to  a  very  great  difference  of 
doctrine.  He  called  on  them  not  to  increase 
that  persecution,  bat  suffer  all  Christians 
to  join  in  promoting  the  salvation  of  man- 
Jcind,  as  recommended  by  the  right  reve- 
rend prelate  opposite.  He  then  paid  a 
handsome  tribute  of  approbation  to  the  late 
lady  Haotingdon^  and  to  Mr.  Wenley,  as 
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well  as  to  \iis  followers,  for  the  recftitude  of 
thpir  lives  and  abstinence  from  political 
affairs.  Other  strong  reasons  against  the 
Bill  were  to  be  found  in  the  united  op- 
position of  Dissenters  of  eVery  descrip* 
tion,  as  well  as  Methodists,  and  in  the 
situation  of  his  Majesty.  The  King,  after 
his  declaration,  could  be  no  party  to  any 
alteration  of  the  laws,  to  render  theni  less 
tolerant ;  and  were  he  Regent,  he  would 
say^  While  the  prerogative  is  suspended, 
I  will  never  agree  to  this  Bill.  (A  cry  of 
Order!)  He  apologized  for  any  disordeff 
and  concluded  by  moving,  as  an  amend- 
ment, "  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time 
this  day  six  months.'' 

The  Lord  Cfiancellor  felt  convinced,  th^t 
no  man  was  more  averse  to  breaking  fa  - 
upon  the  great  principles  of  the  Tolera- 
tion  Act,  than  his  noble  friend  who  pro- 
posed the  BUI.  The  different  modes  of 
mterpreting  that  act,  were,  however,  facts 
incapable  of  contradiction ;  and  if  a  man 
was  refused  a  licence  in  one  county,  it  was 
much  more  easy  for  him  to  go  to  another 
where  he  might  obtain  it,  than  apply  for 
a  mandamus  to  the  court  of  King's  bench, 
which  was  necessarily  accompanied  witfl 
considerable  expence.  He  also  knew, 
that  the  late  act  explained  the  exemptions 
as  to  the  Militia :  but  there  were  great 
doubts  as  to  who  were  entitled  to  such  ex- 
emptions. To  shew  the  laxity  of  inter- 
pretation which  prevailed  at  one  time,  he 
could  recollect  that  in  his  younger  years^ 
and  when  he  was  liable  to  be  drawn  fof 
the  militia,  it  was  proposed  to  him  to  get 
himself  exempted  by  paying  sixpence  for 
a  licence.  He  knew  the  law  was  so  un- 
derstood at  that  time ;  erroneously  un- 
questionably. He  had  known  of  some 
instances  that  occurred  among  those  per- 
sons who  came  to  take  the  qualifications 
of  the  most  total  ig'norance.  There  w^ere 
some  who  could  ircither  read  nor  write^ 
and  who  absolutelyi  when  the  name  of 
Another  was  written,  down,  carried  it 
away  as  their  o\»'n.  fie  believed  the  Bill 
to  be  well  intended,  and  capable  of  doing 
good,  but  under  the  present  circumstance^ 
he  thought  that  to  prejs  it  on  the  House 
would  not  be  advisable. 

Lord  Holland  said  he  would  not  have 
spoken,  had  it  not  been  for  some  topics 
that  had  been  urged  in  the  course  of  the 
present  discussion.  The  noble  viscount 
had  stated,  that  a  misconception  had  gona 
forthwith  respect  to  this  Bill,  and  that 
expectations  had  been  held  out  to  hioiby 
certain  persons,  calUng  themselvei  Dia*' 
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aenters,  as  to  an  approbaiioo  of  this  Bill, 
and  the  noble  viscoant  had  expressed  bis 
astonishment  that  they  bad  not  IblfiUed 
these  expectations;  now  be  (lord  Hol- 
land) hoped*  that  the  noble  Tiscount  would 
not  deem  him  gailty  of  an  incivility, 
when  he  said  that  it  was  rather  a  miscon- 
ception of  the  noble  viscount  himself  as 
to  the  effects  and  consequences  of  the  act 
itself,  which  he  now  proposed.  It  was  no 
light  matter  to  tell  that  numerous  class  of 
persons,  called  Dissenters,  that  they  were 
so  stupid  as  not  to  understand  acts  of  par- 
liament that  related  to  their  own  concerns, 
and  it  would  have  behoved  those  who  so 
charged  them,  to  have  looked  carefully 
to  what  would  be  the  operation  of  this 
Bill  were  it  to  pass  into  a  law,  before 
slating  that  this  deluge  of  petitions  had 
been  brought  to  the  House  upon  a  mis- 
conception of  the  nature  of  that  Bill. 
There  were  two  accusations  of  a  very  in- 
consistent nature  also  thrown  out  against 
himself;  he  had  been  supposed  to  hold 
out  doctrines  so  devoid  of  religious  li- 
berty (he  should  not  call  it  toleration) 
that  if  they  were  acted  up  to,  they  would 
lend  to  subvert  religion  itself,  and  to  have 
explained  the  act  of  toleration  in  such  ex- 
travagant terms,  as  to  be  called  abomina- 
bly intolerant  He  hoped,  that  if  in  the 
sincere  explanation  of  his  own  sentiments 
he  had  gone  beyond  the  opinions  of  the 
House,  they  were  such  as  be  would  not 
shrink  from  ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  did 
not  desire  their  lordships  to  subscribe  to 
those  opinions  before  they  expressed  their 
abhorrence  of  this  Bill.  His  opinion  was, 
that  all  those  who  thought  it  their  duty  to 
interpret  the  Scriptures,  should  have  the 
right  to  adopt  their  own  mode  of  doing  so, 
and  that  this  Bill  was  therefore  an  in- 
fringement of  their  natural  rights.  He 
did  not  sav,  that  if  they  preached  any 
doctrines  that  were  seditious  or  injurious 
to  any  class  of  the  community,  ihey  were 
not  properly  liable  to  punishment.  Every 
man  might  have  a  right  to  carry  arms, 
but  it  did  not  follow  that  every  man  was 
entitled  to  kill  whomsoever  he  met ;  nor 
did  it  follow  because  the  liberty  of  the 

f»ress  was  encoaraged,  that  every  sort  of 
ibel  was  to  be  published  with  impunity. 
£yery  man  had  a  right  to  interpret  the 
Scriptures  according  to  his  conscience 
and  the  best  of  his  judgment;  and  how- 
ever mean  his  capacity  might  be,  if  he 
thought  he  perceived  what  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Great  Author  of  the  Scriptures, 
it  was  his  duty  and  his  right  to  ex- 
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press  his  sentiments.  In  the  language  of 
the  right  reverend  prelate,  the  scriptures 
were  a  sreat  largess  to  the  world,  a  mighty 
and  a  tree  gift  to  all  mank'md ;  not  re- 
strained to  the  disciples  or  discipline  of  a 
peculiar  church,  but  given  for  the  benefit  of 
the  world.  He  considered  the  Toleration 
Act  as  the  great  religious  charter;  and  re- 
ligious liberty  could  not  subsist,  unless  it 
was  perfect  and  secure.  In  the  lansuage 
of  Locke,  it  was  equal  and  impartial,  and 
entire  liberty,  of  which  religion^nd  reli- 
gious men  stood  in  need.  The  Tolera- 
tion Act  had  two  parts.  One  of  them  was 
a  most  generous  and  liberal  concession  to 
the  people;  and  the  other  was  nothing 
beyond  a  bare  and  scanty  admission  of  an 
undoubted  right.  In  one  of  those  parts  a 
crowd  of  laws  were  merely  done  awav» 
which  were  a  shame  to  the  statute  book; 
laws  that  ought  never  to  have  existed ;  in 
the  other,  it  was  enacted,  that  on  signing 
certain  articles,  an  immunity  from  speci- 
fied inconveniencies  should  be  given  to 
dissenting  ministers.  He  was  always  un- 
willing that  questions  of  this  nature  should 
be  stirred.  He  would  not  go  into  the 
question,  but  if  it  pleased  the  House  that 
the  Tokration  Act,  which  had  slept  for 
an  hundred  and  twenty  years,  should  be 
roused  once  more,  he  was  ready  to  meet 
the  whole  discussion.  When  the  noble 
viscount  had  given  notice  of  his  measurea 
the  House  could  scarcely  have  the  aspect 
in  which  it  was  afterwards  to  look  upon 
them.  But  at  every  repetition  of  the 
notice,  something  was  added.  The  evil 
complained  of  by  the  noble  viscount  was 
more  and  more  seen  to  be  visionary ;  but 
the  remedy  was  seen  to  be  more  and  more 
violent.  One  diminished  as  the  other  in- 
creased. As  to  the  evils  which  the  Bill 
was  to  remedy,  there  was  no  document 
before  the  House  to  prove  that  there  was 
any  loss  of  Militia  service  by  the  privi- 
leges of  the  dissenters.  The  noble  vis- 
count had  established  his  opinion  on  some 
private  letters,  on  which  probably  that 
noble  viscount  placed  much  reliance. 
But,  were  those  things  to  be  documents, 
authorizing  the  House  to  heap  disabilities 
on  the  whole  immense  body  of  Dissenters  ? 
One  of  those  letters  was  from  a  gentle- 
man, who  complained  that  one  of  the 
preachers  in  his  neighbourhood,  was  an 
atheist  and  deist  at  once ;  that  he  denied 
a  first  cause,  and  preached  a  first  cause. 
And  it  was  upon  the  testimony  of  such 
correspondents  that  the  present  Bill  was 
built.    No  mandamus  had  been  applied 
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for  in  the  Kin^a  Bench,  and  therefore  the 
questions  of  immunities  were  to  be  ao* 
tnally  agitated  by  the  House  of  Lords. 
If  two  country  justices  were  to  disagree 
on  any  point,  and  the  dispute  was  too 
tririai  for  the  quarter  sessions,  it  was  to 
be  brought  before  the  House  of  Lords* 
The  part  of  the  Bill  which  went  to  force 
the  dissenting  ministers  to  be  moral  after 
the  fashion  of  the  noble  Tiscount  was  new, 
ofiensive,  and  tyrannical.     This  was  the 
distinct  meaning  of  the  noble  Tiscount. 
He  would  manufacture  the  dissenting  mi* 
nisters  into  precisely  such  men  as  he 
would  wish  to  have  preaching  to  himself; 
,  but  this  was  not  the  species  of  preacher 
that  the  dissenters  chose.    This  attempt 
at  measuring  the  morality  of  the  dissent- 
ing minister  by  the  noble  yiscount's  pri- 
?ate  conceptions,  was  totally  opposed  to 
the  principles  of  the  Toleration  Act,  and 
was  calculated  to  be  eminently  offensiTe 
and  Texatious.     What  was  the  mode  of 
qualification  ?  They  must  find  six  house- 
keepers to  touch  for  their  morality.    And 
who  were  those  that  were  to  have  the 
power   of  bringing   forward  six  house- 
keepers to  speak  to  character,  or  who  was 
to  deny  to  the  dissenters  the  right  of 
having  humble  men  for  their  teachers? 
Suppose  five  hundred  paupers  chose  te 
hear  religion  from  the  mouth  of  a  man  of 
their,  own  choosing  and  of  their  own  class, 
was  it  to  be  said,  that  the  desire  was  be- 
yond what  might  be  permitted  ?  and  where 
was  this  teacher  to  find  his  six  housekeep- 
ing vouchers?  Or  was  the  argument  to  be 
persisted  in  by  those  men  who  were  so 
ready  to  boast  of  their  attachment  to  reli- 
gion, and  to  acknowledge  as  one  of  its 
glories  that  it  had  risen  by  the  labours  of 
umble  men,  not  merely  without  de|>en- 
dence  on,  but  in  opposition  to  the  wealth, 
and  influence,  ana  power  of  the  grtet  of 
this  world  ?  Yet  it  was  not  enough  for  the 
Bill,  that  the  Dissenting  minister  should 
be  devout  and  learned,  out  that  he  should 
be  proved  so  to  his  congregation.    How  ? 
1>y  the  signature  of  six  housekeepers.  Was 
bis  ordeal  to  end  here  ?  No ;  the  judgment 
of  the  six  housekeepers  was  to  be  revised 
by  a  country  jaaice  before  the  Dissent- 
ing congregation  could  be  secure  of  the 
teacher  whom  they  had  originally  chosen 
for  his  fitneu.    The  article  rclatinff  to 
probationers  was  unjust  and  absurd.  When 
a  vacancy  occurred  in  the  dissenting  pul- 
pit, a  number  of  candidates  usually  ap- 
peared, who  were  to  give  evidence  of  their 
qualitiea*  by  preaching,  before  they  bad 


or  could  have  obtained  an  appointment. 
]^y  the  operation  of  the  article  now  allud* 
ed  to,  those  young  men  would  be  subject* 
ed  to^he  horrid  penalties  of  the  Conven* 
tide  act.    If  this  Bill  were  to  pass,  they 
would  fiod  (0,000  methodist  teachers  ap» 
plying  immediately  for  licenses,  for  fear 
of'^persecotion.    But  though  the  regular 
methodist  teachers  might  not  have  any 
thing  to  fear  from  a  prosecution  of  that 
nature,  since  the  wise  statute  of  Anne,  the 
whole  important  body  of  the  itinerants 
would   be   exposed  to  peculiar   hazard* 
The  noble  viscount  had  spoken  of  having 
had  the  approbation  ef  many  respectable 
Dissenters  on  the  Bill ;    but  be  (lord  Hol- 
land) had  conversed  with  many  on  the 
subject,  and  he  had  not  found  one  who  did 
not  decidedly  disapprove  of  the  entire 
Bill.    It  was  completely  at  variance  vrith 
the  original  idea  thrown  out  to  the  House, 
as  he  understood  it;    and  he  could  not 
doubt  that  it  was  also  at  variance  with  all 
that  he  had  ever  learnt  to  revere  as  the 
genuine  principles  of-religious  liberty. 

Earl  Siankope  said,  he  never  felt  more 
pleasure  in  his  whole  parliamentary  life 
than  he  had  done  on  this  very  day ;  and 
if  anv  one  asked  him  the  reason,  he  would 
tell  him,  it  was  at  the  immense  heap  of 
petitions  that  was  then  strewed  upon  their 
floor,  and  piled  upon  their  table,  and  all 
against  this  wretched  Bill.  He  liked  this, 
because  a  kind  of  silly  talk  had  been 
going  abroad,  that  there  was  no  public. 
He  had  always  thought  otherwise.  And 
he  saw  to  day  that  there  was  a  public,  and 
a  public  opinion,  and  a  public  spirit.  He 
saw  it  in  the  multitude  of  petitions  sent 
up  on  so  short  a  notice ;  and  he  was  re- 
joiced  to  find  that  public  alive,  active,  and 
energetic.  He  would  UQt  talk  of  the  Bill ; 
that  was  dead  and  gone ;  and  it  would  be 
beneath  a  man  of  sense  to  quarrel  with  the 
carcase.  The  Bill  was  declaratory  as  well 
as  active,  and  it  was  illegal  as  well  aa 
either.  He  defied  all  the  lawyers  in  and 
out  of  the  House  to  prove  that  this  wretch- 
ed and  unfortunate  Bill  was  not  illegal. 
He  would  not  condescend  to  argue  eiery 
point  of  it.  It  was  unnecessary  to  argue 
upon  what  was  beyond  human  help;  It 
was  all  over  with  the  Bill ;  iu  hour  waa 
come ;  the  Bill  was  dead  and  gone;  but  he 
must,  however,  sav  something  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  hated  the  name  of  the  Tolera- 
tion act.  He  hated  the  word  toleration. 
It  was  a  beggarly,  narrow,  worthlesa 
word:  it  did  not  go  far  enousb.  He 
hated  toleration,  because  he  loved  liberty* 
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He  belie?ed  he  tnight  say.  that  he  was 
ona  of  those  who  had  read  as  many  sta- 
tutes on  the  subject  of  religion,  not  as  the 
lawyers  onIv>  but«  he  might  say,  as  my 
lords  the  bishops;  He  had  gone  throoffk 
them  with  a  professional  man  by  his  side, 
and  with  his  pen  had  abstracted  and 
«narked  eff  30()  laws  about  religion  from 
the  statute  book ;  and  he  rentured  to  as* 
aert  they  were  of  such  a  nature  as  would 
make  their  lordships  disgusted  with  the 
atatute  book,  and  ashamed  of  their  ances- 
tors who  could  hare  enacted  them.  An 
met,  hovraver,  was  passed  in  the  Ist  of  fid- 
ward  6,  who  might  fairly  be  said  to  be  the 
first  Protestant  prince  who  had«yer  reign- 
ed in  this  country,  for  king  Henry  the  8th, 
that  Defender  of  the  Faith,  ooald  hardly 
be  said  to  be  a  real  Protestant,  by  which 
they  were  all  shovelled  away  at  once;  and 
justly  so ;  for  what  need  had  religion  of 
acts  of  parliament?  Was  not  religion 
capable  of  standing  by  itself?  {hear,  'hear ! 
from  lord  Sidmouth.]  The  noble  viscount 
might  say  hear,  hear,  but  was  it  not  true  ? 
If  the  noble  lord  did  not  believe  it,  he 
(lord  Stanhope)  at  least  did.  Was  not 
America  religious  ?  Yet  there,  there  was 
no  established  religion :  there,  there  were 
no  ty  thes.  In  one  particular  state,  that  of 
Connecticut,  he  was  informed  there  was 
B  law,  that  if  any  man  voluntarily  gave  a 
bond  to  a  clergyman,  no  suit  upon  it  could 
be  entertained  in  a  court  of  justice.  And 
for  a  good  reason,  because  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  clergyman  to  instruct  his  flock,  and 
to  make  them  good  and  honest  men,  and  if 
he  had  succ^^edin  doing  so,  no  such  suit 
would  have  been  necessary ;  and  on  the 
other  hand,  having  failed  to  perform  his 
duty,  he  coukl  have  no  right  to  be  re* 
warded.  Ob !  if  the  establishment  in  this 
country  were  never  to  be  paid  till  they 
made  the  people  honest,  many  of  them, 
he  was  afraid,  would  go  without  any  re* 
Ward  whatever.  He  gave  notice,  that  he 
should,  early  in  the  next  session,  introduce 
a  Bill,  in  place  of  that  of  which  he  trusted 
they  had  seen  the  last  glimpse  this  night, 
ibondcd  on  the  equitable  principle  he  had 
now  alluded  to.  To  toleration,  as  it  now 
existed  in  this  country,  he  was,  as  he  al« 
ready  said^  a  decided  enemy ;  but  to  reli- 
gious libci'ty  he  was  the  most  decided 
uiend,  convinced  that  no  restraint  should 
be  put  on  religion,  unless  in  so  far  as  it 
might  seem  to  endanger  the  state. 

The  Earl  of  Buckin^hamshirij  though  he 
did  not  disapprove  of  the  determination  of 
noble  friend  noi  to  perMvera  in  the 
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Bill,  after  the  opposition  that  had  bcfen 
manifested  towards  it,  was  still  convinced 
that,  if  the  Bill  had  been  sufiered  to  go 
into  a  Committee,  it  would  have  come  out 
free  from  many  of  the  objections .  and(^r 
which  it  now  laboured,  and  in  such  a  state 
of  improved  regulation,  as  would  have 
reconciled  to  it  many  of  those  Who 
now  seemed  hostile  to  its  principle  and 
enactments.  He  could  not  deny  tfhat 
the  Petitions  presented  against  this  Bill 
were  numerous,  and  that  they  contained  a 
yery  great  number  of  signatures.  He 
ooukJ,  however,  by  no  means  persdade 
himself,  that  those  who  had  signed  the 
Petitions  were  fully  aware  of  that  againit 
which  they  petitioned ;  or  that,  if  th^ 
matter  were  properly  explained '  to  them, 
they  would  not  support,  rather  than  op^ 
pose  the  present  measure,  "nns  be  knew, 
that  his  noble  friend,  while  digesting  th^ 
present  Bill,  had  received  such  communi- 
cations on  the  subject,  as  hiduced  him  to 
believe,  that,  in  introducittg  the  measond 
he  conferred  a  boon  on  those  to  whom  it 
related,  and  thai  there  was  seldom  a  mea- 
sure introduced  into  that  House  whidi  had 
given  more  general  satisfaction.  His  noblife 
friend  on  the  second  bench  (lord  Holland) 
had  stated  it  to  tye  his  opinion,  that  it 
would  be  for  the  advantage  of  l^igion  that 
every  man  who  chose  ft  should  become  A 
preacher  or  teacher.  This  was  a  doctrine 
in  which  he  coald  not  agree.  He  thought 
it  would  be  extremely  detrimental  to  thi 
best  interests  of  religion,  and  dangerous  to 
the  existence  of  any  government^  that  thi< 
should  be  countenanced. 

Lord  IMkad  explained,  by  declaring  it 
to  be  his  opinion,  that  though  every  on^ 
of  the  numerous  subscriberi  to  the  petr«' 
tions  on  the  table  might  not  be  fully  ac-« 
quainted  with  etery  minute  bearii)g  of  the 
measure  against  which  the  petitions  were 
presented,  yet,  there  was  not  one  of  them 
who  was  not  aware  of  the  general  tendency 
of  the  measure,  and  that  it  was  injuriously 
calculated  to  restrain  them  in  the  exercise 
of  their  religious  doctrines.  As  to  the 
statement  attributed  to  him  by  bis  noble 
friend  who  spoke  last,  that  in  his  opinion* 
every  person  who  chose  it,  ought  to  be  al* 
lowed  to  preach  in  the  mode  he  thought 
best,  be  had  not  gone  exactly  that  length. 
He  had  said,  and  he  still  maintained,  that 
the  cause  of  religion  would  be  promoted 
by  allowing  all  those  who  thought  that 
they  had  a  call  to  preach  the  gospel,  16 
do  so  to  those  who  liked  their  doctrine^ 
wilhoiit  diiability  of  restraini  of  avy  kind. 
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Earl  Qr^  aaid,  that  ootbiog  he  had 
heard  in  support  of  thia  Bill  had  at  all 
shaken  his  opinion  a0  to  its  impropriety. 
He  could  uuly  state*  that  after  listening  to 
the  various  arguments  both  for  andagamst 
the  measure,  he  was  more  and  more  con« 
irinced  that  it  would  be  across  infringe^ 
meat  upon  religious  toleration.  He  was 
an  enemy  to  the  principle  of  this  Bill* 
which,  if  carried  into  execution,  would 
have  the  efiect  of  increasing  that  evil, 
which  it  professedly  was  intended  to  re*> 
nedy.  Civil  and  religious  liberty  gua- 
ranteed the  subject  in  the  performance  of 
those  acts,  which  were  not  hurtful  or  dis* 
advanti^eous  to  the  state.  But  he  would 
draw  this  line  of  distinction  between  them 
•«4hat,  when  an  alteration  was  aboot  to  be 
RMde  in  the  latter,  the  proofs  and  facts 
wUch  rendered  it  necessary,  should  be 
staled,  if  possible,  mora  distinctly  and 
clearly,  than  if  the  alteration  referred  to 
the  former.  His  reason  for  this  was,  that 
where  an  interference  was  attempted  in 
matters  of  religion,  a  system  of  persecution 
might  be  introduced.  The  noble  viscount 
had  stated  that,  und^  the  present  system 
the  evils  and  inconveniences  were  very 
great :  but  he  would  be  gkd  to  learn  what 
were  those  evils  ?  He  supposed  they  must 
be  either  both  or  one  or  these ;  namely, 
persons  procuring  certain  immunities, 
under  pretence  of  teaching  the  word  of 
God,  which  they  were  incapable  of  doing, 
or  the  persons  themselves  suffisring  great 
inconveniencies  from  the  uncertainty  of 
the  law.  With  respect  to  the  first  of  these 
points,  he  must  observe,  that  there  was  no 
opportunity  of  procuring  exemptions  im- 
properly ;  as  by  the  42d  of  his  Majesty/ 
no  person  was  entitled  to  them,  unless  he 
was  the  minister  of  a  separate  congregation. 
Nor  was  that  alone  sufficient.  The  party 
applying  was  restricted  from  following  an v 
trade,  that  of  a  school*master  excepted. 
These  regulations  were  most  minutely  ad* 
hered  to,  both  in  the  general  and  local 
militia;  and  much  as  he  objected  to  the 
Bill,  he  would  be  content  to  withdraw  his 
objections,  if  the  noble  viscount  could 
shew  him  a  single  instance,  since  the  Act 
of  1802,  where  exemption  had  beenob* 
tained  improperly  by  a  dissenter.  He  did 
not  believe  the  slightest  necessity  existed 
for  enacting  any  declaratory  law  on  the 
subject.  They  had  been  toldf  that  the  per- 
sons apnlving  for  licences  had  increased ; 
and  he  believed  they  had.  But  he  would 
mtk,  did  that  increase  during  the  last  few 
^ears  render  it  necessary  to  introduce  the 


present  measure.  He  thovght,  by  a  re* 
currence  to  papersthen  on  their  lordshipe* 
table,  the  contrary  would  appear.  Ac- 
cording to  those  documents,  the  whole 
number  of  persons,  who  had  been  licensed 
for  the  last  48  years,  amounted  to  5,078; 
for  the  last  12  years  the  number  was  1,173: 
for  the  six  years,  from  1802  to  1808,  the 
number  was  963.  It  had  been  asserted, 
in  the  course  of  the  debate,  that  doubta 
were  entertained  as  to  the  oonstructiona 
put  upon  the  Toleration  Act.  He  had 
given  all  the  attention  to  this  subject  which 
its  great  importance  demanded,  and  ha 
bsd  then  for  the  first  time  heard,  that  any 
other  construction  was  attempted  to  be 
put  on  this  act,  but  that  persons,  who  were 
the  ministers  of  separate  coogregations«  had 
aright  to  exemptions;  and  that  a  decla* 
ration  to  that  effect,  signed  \fy  the  party 
applying,  w&<!  sufficient.  But  it  was  now 
said,  that  doubts  bad  arisen,  and  that  differ- 
ent decisions  were  eiven  in  different  coun* 
ties.  He  had  not  heard  of  any  instancea 
of  this  description;  and  he  was  assured,  if 
they  had  extended  so  much  as  to  render 
the  present  measure  fit  aod  proper,  it  waa 
impossible  but  that  he  and  other  nobln 
lords  must  have  been  made  acquainted 
with  them.  If  a  magistrate  in  county  A.  re- 
fused an  exemption,  which  was  afterwards 
granted  by  a  magistrate  in  county  B,  tho 
right  which  he  assumed  thus  to  act  could 
very  speedily,  be  decided  by  an  application 
to  tlie  court  of  King's  bench  for  a  Manda* 
mus.  The  person,  certainly,  who  had  ob^ 
tained  the  exemption,  wotild  not  be  likely 
to  apply  for  the  writ  But  those  who  had 
thought  themselves  justified  in  refusing  the 
application,  would,  in  all  probability,  b» 
inclined  to  bring  the  subject  forward.  If 
any  inconveniences  or  evils  resulted  from 
doubts  on  the  construction  of  the  Tolera* 
tion  Act,  he  thought  they  would  be  moea 
likely  to  injure  the  Dissenters  themselves. 
Yet  he  had  heard  of  no  complaint  on  the* 
subject  proceeding  from  them ;  they  did 
not  seek  the  introduction  of  any  new  de- 
claration or  provision.  Therefore  he  con- 
cluded, that  the  alledged  evils,  if  they  at 
all  existed,  could  not  have  gone  to  any 
great  lengtli.  And,  if  they  were  called  on 
to  act  in  every  case  where  inconvenience 
was  felt,  there  were  innamerable  imtances 
in  which  it  would  be  necessary  for  them  to 
enact  declaratory  laws.  In  the  game  laws, 
he  believed,  as  well  as  in  those  relating  to 
other  matters,  it  not  unlrequently  hap- 
pened, that  some  dissimilarity  was  ob* 
servaUe  in  the  decision*  of  magistratea* 
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Bni  would  any  penon  aisert  that  they 
were,  therefore,  to  prepare  a  variety  of  de- 
claratory laws  to  remedy  the  difference 
of  decision.  He  felt  the  strongest  objection 
to  the  Bill.  He  thoaght  it  was  most  (Jan* 
gerous  to  interfere  with  these  sabjects.— - 
It  should  never  be  done,  except  on  grounds 
of  the  most  grave  and  weighty  description 
—grounds,  which,  in  the  present  instance, 
were  not  advanced.  The  measure  was  in« 
consistent  with  reli^ous  liberty,  and  con- 
trary to  the  provisions  of  the  Tolera- 
tion act. — ^It  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  re- 
commended by  any  one  argument;  and, 
therefore,  he  thought  it  useless  to  send  it 
to  a  Committee. 

Viscount  Sidmouih  spoke  shortly  in  re- 
ply. He  would  not  be  deterred  by  any 
thing  which  had  passed,  from  pursuing  that 
line  of  conduct  which  his  duty  dictated. 
He  understood  the  exposition  of  the  two 
acts  of  Toleration  which  had  been  laid 
down  by  several  noble  lords«  was  that,  by 
the  act  of  William  and  Mary,  a  person  in 
holy  orders,  dr  pretending  holjr  orders,  or 
a  preacher  or  teacher,  was  entitled  to  ex- 
emption. While,  by  the  10th  of  his  ma- 
jesty, which  was  intended  as  a  further  re- 
lief, the  applicant  must  not  merely  be  in 
holy  orders,  or  pretending  holy  orders,  or 
a  preacher  or  teacher,  but  he  must  be 
the  minister  of  a  separate  congregation. 
Thus,  in  complying  with  this  act,  which 
was  intended  for  his  benefit,  he  was 
obliged  to  assume  a  two  fold  character ; 
whereas  by  the  former  act  he  was  only 
called  on  in  one  capacity.  Thb  was  a 
atate  of  the  law  which,  he  conceived,  re^ 
qaired  alteration,  and  should  not  be  per- 
mitted to  remain. 

The  question  "  That  the  Bill  be  now 
read  a  second  time,''  was  then  put  and  ne» 
gatived  without  a  division.  Lord  £r- 
akine's  amendment,  "That  the  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time  this  day  six  months," 
was  then  put  and  carried.  The  Bill  was 
consequently  lost. 
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Ma.  Palmbb's  Claims.]  Colonel  Palmer 
rose  and  said,  that  he  should  not  think  it 
necessary  to  go  at  any  length  into  a  sute- 
ment  of  those  claims,  which  had  already 
been  very  fully  dtscossed.  In  the  year 
1808,  after  a  very  ampla  discussion,  the 
House  had'  recognised  the  claims  of  Mr. 
Palmer  (his  father),  to  thft  per  centage 
•riginally  granted  him  on  the  improTc* 
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ment  of  the  revenues  of  the  Post-office.  A 
resolution  had  been  actually  passed  in  the 
Committee,  for  a  grant  to  him  of  54,702/. 
on  account  of  this  claim.  But  at  the  close 
of  the  session,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer prevailed  upon  the  House  to  with- 
draw that  grant  from  theAppropriationAct. 
In  the  following  session  an  Address  was 
voted  to  the  crown,  praying  that  the  claim 
might  be  tried,  as  a  question  of  law,  on  iu 
own  merits.  This  was  a  course  with  which 
Mr*  Palmer  would  have  been  perfectly 
contented ;  but  he  was  informed  by  hia 
counsel,  that  there  were  difficulties  in  the 
case,  and  that  the  Address  of  the  House 
was  not  btndtng  on  the  court  of  law  so  aa 
to  have  the  claim  tried  entirely  on  its  me- 
rits. .  Under  these  circumstances  he  waa 
obliged  again  to  appeal  to  the  House,  to 
carry  its  own  Resolutions  into  effect.  The 
coorse  that  he  should  now  take  would  be 
to  move  for  an  humble  Address  to  the 
Prince  Regent,  praying  him  to  grant  the 
said  sum  of  54,7022.  pursuant  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Committee,  and  assuring  him 
that  the  House  would  make  good  the  same. 
He  was  aware  that  there  might  be  some 
objection  to  this  in  point  of  form.  It  was 
usual  in  applications  for  money  to  present 
a  petition,  which  required  the  consent  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on  the 
part  of  the  Crown.  The  present  case  was, 
nowever,  differently  circumstanced.  Thia 
was  not  a  first  application,  but  it  was  an 
appeal  to  the  House  to  cany  their  own 
resolution  into  effect.  When  the  House 
resolved  on  paying  the  debts  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
this  was  the  course  taken  by  them.  They 
addressed  his  Majesty  to  grant  the  monepr» 
and  promised  to  make  it  good.  If  tne 
House  judged  that  a  proper  course)  in  order 
to  get  the  debts  of  another  individual  paid» 
he  thought  they  could  have  no  objection 
to  taking  the  same  course,  in  order  to  pay 
a  debt  recognized  by  themselves  to  be  due 
from  the  country  to  Mr.  Palmer.  He  con- 
cluded by  moving,  **  That  an  humble  Ad- 
dress be  presented  to  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent,  humbly  to  beseech  hia 
royal  highness  to  advance  to  John  Palmer* 
esq.  the  sum  of  £,  54,702.  Os.  Id*  being 
the  balance  doe  to  him  on  the  net  revenue 
of  the  Post  Office,  from  the  5th  day  of 
April  17d5  to  the  5th  day  of  January 
1 808,  and  to  assure  his  royal  highness  that 
this  House  will  make  good  the  same." 

Mr.  Rok  said,  that  before  he  entered 
into  the  subject^  he  must  free  himself  from 
the  imputation  of  having  been  always  dis* 
inclined  to  the  claiou  of  Mr.  Fahner.    In 
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the  yew  1784,  he  thought  \i  hii  duty  to 
give  every  assUtance  to  the  plan,  and  was 
at  that  time  in  the  habits  of  friendship  with 
Mr.  Palmer.  Mr.  Pitt  was  so  far  from 
wishing  to  deal  harshly  with  Mr.  Palmer, 
that  when  the  dispute  first  broke  out  be- 
tween the  Postmaster  general,  atad  him, 
the  Postmaster- general  (lord  Walsingham) 
actually  conceived  for  three  days,  that  he 
himself  was  removed  from  office.  It  was 
perfectly  understood  at  the  time,  that  the 
2-|  per  cent,  was  given  to  Mr.  Palmer,  not 
merely  as  a  reward  for  his  invention,  but 
as  a  retainer  for  future  services.  Mr.  Pitt 
was  never  disinclined  to  Mr.  Palmer,  un- 
til it  was  fully  disclosed  to  him,  that  in- 
stead of  checking  and  controlling  the  ac- 
counts, as  it  was  his  duty  to  have  done, 
he  not  only  neglected  that  duty,  but  in- 
structed the  officers  under  him  to  violate 
their  duties  also,  for  the  purpose  of  coun- 
teracting  the  Postmaster- General.  Instead 
of  accelerating  the  delivery  of  letters,  it 
appeared  in  evidence,that  he  had  purposely 
retarded  the  delivery.  All  this  appeared 
in  letters  in  Mr.  Palmer's  own  hand-writ- 
ing, directed  to  Mr.  Bonner,  and  by  other 
incontestible  evidence.  It  was  clearly 
proved,  that  instead  of  doing  his  doty  of 
controlling  the  accounts  he  had  been  in- 
strumental in  the  passing  of  fabricated  ac- 
counts. Under  such  circumstances,  be 
believed  that  there  was  not  a  lawyer  in  the 
House  who  would  not  say,  that  if  his  si- 
tuation of  comptroller  to  the  Post-office 
bad  been  a  patent  place  and  for  life,  the 
patent  might  have  been  set  aside  on  a  scire 
facias,  when  such  instances  of  gross  mis- 
conduct in  his  office  had  been  fully  prov- 
ed. Theevidence  of  Mr.  Pitt  was  clear 
opon  the  point  of  the  reward  being  given, 
as  well  for  the  control  and  superintendance 
that  was  expected  from  Mr.  Palmer,  as 
from  the  merit  of  the  invention.  In  this 
part  of  what  was  expected  of  him,  Mr. 
Palmer  had  completely  failed  in  his  duty. 
It  was  on  those  grounds  principally  tha* 
be  felt  it  bis  duty  to  oppose  the  address. 

Mr.  P»  Moore  observed,  that,  if  it  were 
necessary  to  follow  the  right  hon.  gent, 
into  his  different  objections  to  the  motion, 
it  would  be  easy  to  refute  them  :  but  there 
would  be  no  use  in  dwelling  upon  such 
objections,  as  they  had  been  already  dis- 
posed of  by  the  resohition  of  that  Hou»c. 
Mr.  .  Palmer  was,  in  his  opinion,  very 
hardly  dealt  with  ;  and,  as  the  House 
had  solemnly  recognized  his  claims,  he 
called  upon  them  to  fulfil  the  public 
faith  pledged  by  parliament.     He  could 
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not  on  this  occasion  but  call  to  mind  th« 
flourishing  representation  of  the  revenne 
of  the  Post-office,  made  last  night  by  the 
rig^t  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  £x« 
chequer.  He  had  taken  down  his  words, 
and  if  he  should  have  mistaken  him,  h* 
sliould  be  happy  to  be  corrected.  All 
this  improvement  in  the  Post-office  re* 
venue  was  owing  to  Mr.  Palmer's  plan. 
Before  that  plan  was  put  in  execution* 
the  communication  between.  London  and 
the  out- ports,  by  letter,  took  place  but 
twice  or  .three  times  a  week,  and  by  a 
way  circuitous^  precarious,  and  perilous. 
Without  the  benefit  of  this  plan  even  the 
telegraph  in  time  of  war  might  be  some* 
times  useless.  It  would  be  disgraceful  to 
the  House  to  dishonour  its  own  resolution. 
Mr.  Pitt  estimated  the  improvement  of  the 
revenue  of  the  post-office  under  the  plao 
at  200,000/. ;  it  had  actually  produced,  ac* 
cording  to  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
gent,  last  night,  1,276,000/.  He  knew  ha 
might  be  told  that  part  of  the  increase 
arose  from  other  causes;  but  he  would 
answer,  that  they  must  have  been  all  abor* 
tive,  had  not  Mr.  Palmer  communicated 
his  original  plan.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  proposed  giving  relief  to  Scot- 
land,  from  a  part  of  the  encreased  revenues 
of  the  Post-office,  and  yet  he  refused  to 
remunerate  the  roan  who  supplied  hire 
with  the  means  !  Besides  the  obvious  ad« 
vantages  attending  the  present  mode  of 
conveying  letters,  there  were  many  in* 
direct  ones,  which  raised  the  revenue  to  a 
height  which  could  not  be  calculated.  In 
short,  when  he  considered  the  time,  la- 
hour,  and  fortune  which  Mr.  Palmer  had  I 
expended  in  bringing  his  scheme  to  ma- 
turity, and  the  benefits  which  arose  from 
it,  he  was  surprized  to  see  oi^e  member 
refuse  him  an  equivalent  pecuniary  com- 
pensation which  he  had  been  originally 
promised,  and  which  was  confirmed  by 
that  House.  He  should  certainly  support 
it  in  every  stage. 

Mr.  W.  Dundas  stated,  that  he  had  been 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
investigate  this  claim,  and  his  opinion 
clearly  was,  that  Mr.  Palmer  had  no  right 
to  aoy  compensation  beyond  what  he  bad 
received.  Gentlemen  were  disposed  to 
rate  higher  than  it  deserved  the  improve* 
ment  introduced  into  the  Post-office  by 
Mr.  Palmer,  although  he  was  ready  to  ad* 
mit  that  Mr.  Palmer's  plan  had  done  much 
good.  The  increase  in  the  Post*office  re* 
venue,  however,  was  not  lo  be  ascribed 
solely  to  this.     The  improvement  of  the 
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country  was  also  to  be  taken  into  nccoant. 
Bot  the  question  was,  what  had  Mr. 
Palmer  contracted  for  ?  The  claim  had 
been  brought  forward  in  1797,  and  a  deci- 
sion given  against  it  It  had  afterwards 
been  brought  forward  ten  years  after, 
when  Mr.  Pitt  was  no  more.  From  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Pitt,  however,  it  clearly 
appeared  that  the  situation  in  the  Post-of- 
fice had  been  given  to  Mr.  Palmer  in  lieu 
of  hia  claim ;  that  he  was  to  have  a  sa- 
lary* and  a  certain  per  centage  if  he  did 
his  duty  in  the  office.  Upon  these  terms 
the  bargain  had  been  concluded.  Mr. 
Palmer  had  not  done  his  duty,  and  had 
been  removed ;  and  under  these  circum- 
stances he  did  not  think  he  had  any  claim 
to  remuneration.  He  had  engaged  to  ac- 
celerate the  delivery  of  the  lett^ers,  and 
instead  of  doing  that,  he  had  conspired  to 
retard  their  delivery.  It  might  be  said 
that  Mr.  Palmer  had  been  unfortunate  in 
a  deputy  ;  but  however  that  might  be, 
k  was  impossible  for  him  (Mr.  Dundas) 
to  refuse  credit  to  the  evidenee  contained 
in  Mr.  Palmer's  own  letters. 

Mr.   C.   W.    Wym,  in  addition  to  the 

grounds  of  objection  stated  by  the  right 
on.  gent,  opposite,  felt  an  objection  of 
an  earlier  date  to  this  motion.  If  the  re- 
aelutioa  of  1808  decided  this  quesifoh,  be 
would  allow  that  they  ought  not  now  to 
be  discussing  it*  But  though  an  acl|  mighl 
have  passed,  that  House :  yet,  if « thrown 
out  by  the  Lords,  it  would  be  a  fair  subject 
efdiscussion*  on  being  in  another  session 
brought  in  again.  The  objection  he  felt 
was  as  U>  the  legality  of  the  original  con- 
tract under  which  Mr.  Palmer  claimed* 
He  doubted  whether  any  minister  of  the 
orown  had  the  power  to  mortgage  any 
pari  of  the  public  revenue  in  such  a 
way  during  the  life  of  the  person  to 
whom  be  might  think  proper  lo  grant  it 
The  minister,  no  doubt,  had  the  com- 
mand of  the  public  purse,  but  he  should 
have  the  sanction  of  parliament  for  such 
%  grant  in  reward  even  of  merit.  He  de- 
nied thai  all  the  increase  of  the  revenue 
of  the  post-office  was  to  be  attributed  to 
Jilr.  Palmer's  plan.  If  the  House  would 
bot  look  to  the  number  of  canals  and 
docksb  and  other  public  works,  which  had 
taken  place  all  over  the  kingdom,  they 
would  perceive  the  necessary  increase  of 
that  roTenue  from  the  correspondence  that 

Srew  out  of  them.    If  even^the  agreement 
ad  been  valid  in  the  first  instance,  which 
he  denied :    the  conduct  of  Mr.  Palmer 
hnensncb  as  to  set  it  aside»  though  bis 
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claim  bad  bees  deri^red  ftfom  a. patent* 
Soch  was  his  notion  of  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Palmer  that  he  thought  he  might  hAtm 
been  indicted  for  a  conspiracy;  when  he 
looked  around  the  House,  hie  was  sure  that 
many  members  were  absent,  who,  in  the 
expectation  of  a  future  stage  of  the  bosi* 
ness,  intended  to  deliver  their  opinions; 
he  therefore  recommended  that  the  ccs»« 
sideration  of  the  subject  should  be  ad* 
journed  to  another  period. 

Sir  ThmoM  Turton  stated  most  'deci* 
dedly,  that  new  facts,  leading  to  new  io» 
ferences,  had  come  out  before  the  Com* 
mittee  in  1807.  But  the  hon.  and  learned 
member  who  hsid  just  sat  down  bad,  be 
confessed,  given  quite  a  new  view  of  the 
case.  That  hon.  and  learned  member  ob* 
jected  to  the  legality  of  the  original  agree* 
ment :  but  if  a  minister  should  dare  to  dis« 
avolv  such  an  agreement,  that  House,  while 
the  public  was  deriving  the  benefit  of  it, 
would  not  fril  to  give  the  individual  com- 
pensation. The  hon.  and  learned  gent.,  too, 
had  said  that  Mr.  Palmer  might  have  been 
indicted  for  a  conspiracy  for  his  conduct. 
Indicted?  yes,  opon  garbled  extracts; 
and  yet  he  would  defy  the  ingenuity  of 
that  hon.  and  learned  gent,  or  any  of  the 
learned  gentlemen  opposite,  to  frame  an 
indictment  for  a  conspiracy  that  would 
apply  to  this  case.  A  misdemeanor  i$ 
might  be  constmed  to  be,  but  no  eonspi* 
racy.  The  question  was,  whether  the 
Keaololion  of  the  House  was  not  binding 
upon  it  to  satisfy  this  claim.  He  con* 
tended  it  was,  whilst  it  remained  on  the 
Journals;  though  he  wsis  ready  to  admit 
that  it  might  be  discussed.  It  appeared 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  correspond* 
ence,  that  Mr.  Palmer's  great  complaint 
was,  thai  he  was  constantly  thwarted  in 
carrying  his  plan  into  execution.  He  had 
undertaken  to  cleanse  the  Augean  stable— « 
that  Herculean  task,  which,  if  he  coold 
have  eflected,  would  have  put  a  stop  to 
the  practices  which  prevailed  in  the  do* 
partment,and  left  the  persons  employed  ia 
it  to  be  content  with  their  bare  salaries. 
It  was  they,  then,  who  had  combined 
against  him.  It  was  they  who  had  been 
guilty  of  a  conspiracy  aeainst  him.  Was 
it,  then,  for  the  House  of  Commons  to  re- 
fuse a  just  claim,  because  the  viper  who 
had  been  taken  to  Mr.  Palmer^s  bosom 
had  stung  his  benefactor  ?  It  was  to  be 
recollect^  that  this  viper  bad  got  hie 
place.  If  Mr.  Palmer  had  been  guilty  of 
indiscretion,  he  had  been  punished:  he 
had  been  dismissed  from  his  office :  hxA 
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bit  contrael  dobld  Mt  be  got  rid  of.  He 
ttiuted  wbcB  il  wm  coottderad  that  Ihe 
pobUc  enjoyed  the  greet  bene6tft  of  tbe 
plan,  that  that  House  would  gi?e  effect  to 
Its  foimer  Besolatioo  by  agreeing  to  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Lang  said»  that  whenever  the  sub- 
ject came  before  the  House,  he  eoosidered 
himself  called  on  to  state  all  the  circum* 
Aances  with  which  he  was  acquainted. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  menu  of  the 
ease  were  completely  decided.  In  1799, 
tbe  House  was  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Palmer 
bad  not  fulfilled  his  part  of  the  contract. 
There  was  nothing  more  said  of  it  till 
1507,  when  Mr.  Pnt  wasno  more ;  it  then 
appeared  from  the  documents,  that  no 
contract  had  been  made  which  did  ooS  in- 
clude on  tbe  part  of  Mr.  Palmer  a  fullU- 
meni  of  official  duties.  These  duties  were 
not  faithfully  discharged.  Mr.  Palmer 
was  sBspended  Tor  disobeying  tbe  com- 
mands of  the  Post  Master  General.  Did 
tho  hon.  bart.  call  that  a  trifling  mtscon- 
dud,  which  went  to  s«tard  the  deliTery  ol 
letters,  and  to  throw  the  blame  of  it  no 
the  Poet  Master  General  ?  He  defied  the 
boo.  bart.  to  prore  from  the  evidence,  tbat 
tbe  1,500L  per  anmim,  and  the  two  and 
half  per  cenL  did  not  stand  on  the  same 
{sottng.  Every  body  knew,  tbat  wben 
Mr.  IHdmer  first  introduced  the  plan,  he 
was  much  thwarted ;  but  at  the  same  time 
be  was  cordially  supported  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
who  felt  a  great  partiality  for  him,  and 
with  the  utmost  reluctance  was  obliged 
to  adopt  tbe  line  of  conduct  he  did,  when 
the  letters  were  put  into  his  hands.  The 
House  of  Lords  bad  already  decided 
againat  the  application.  Did,  therefore, 
tbe  hon.  gent,  think  tbat  this  House  should 
address  the  Prince  Regent  to  deprive  the 
House  of  Lords  of  their  power  of  judg- 
ment This  was  a  most  objectionable 
mode  of  proceeding.  He  must  therefore 
oppose  the  motion. 

Mr.  WhUbread  wished  to  stale  shortly  his 
opinion  upon  Mr.  Palmer's  claim,  which 
opinion  remained  precisely  the  same  as 
when  he  Itst  addressed  the  House  upon 
the  subject.  He  was  confident  that  the 
arguments  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  oppo- 
site were  not- such  as  to  persuade  the  House 
to  depart  from  the  decision  which  it  had 
come  to  three  years  ago,  and  which  it  had 
been  attempted  to  carry  into  efiect  last 
year.  This  decision  had  been  founded, 
not  upon  compassion  but  upon  the  justice 
of  the  case.  He  besought  tbe  House  to 
oomdei  vrhat  bad  been  tbe  merits  of  Mr. 


Paiiner,  when  It  was  owing  to  bis  plan  tbae 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  tbe  Ex- 
chequer bad  been  able  to  make  so  trium* 
phant  a  statement  of  the  flourishing  con- 
dition of  the  Post  office  revenue  without 
any  addition  to  the  duties  on  postage* 
Without  the  benefit  of  that  plan  it  was  im-> 
possible  to  obtain  sueb  a  revenue.  Hw 
agreed  with  his  learned  friend,  that  tho 
exemption  of  the  maiLcoaches  A^m  toll# 
was  a  fraud  upon  the  turnpike  trusu ;  and 
ho  was  glad  to  find  tbe  right  hon.  gem«/ 
whatever  might  have  induced  him  to  alter 
his  opinion,  admit,  that  some  relief  mi^ht 
be  given  to  the  petitioners  whose  petition 
the  iloble  lord  (Binnins)  had  presented^ 
provided  the  report  of  the  Committeo 
should  recommend  that  measure.  It  had 
been  at  first  intended  that  Mr.  Palmer 
should  have  had  a  patent ;  but  then  it  vrai 
found  that  aa  act  of  parliament  stood  in 
the  way,  and  no  patent  was  issued.  But 
if  he  had  a  patent,  it  was  the  opinion  oi 
tbe  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common 
Pleas,  of  lord  Erakine,  of  his  Majesty's 
Attorney-general,  and  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  Mr.  Adam,  tbat  tbe  patent 
codd  not  have  been  disturbed.  This  wae 
the  opinion  of  those  learned  persons ;  and 
he  should  abide  by  their  opinion,  rather 
than  by  tbe  legal  opinion  of  the  right  hon^ 
George  Rose.  Gentlemen  talked  of  ad 
indictment  lor  a  conspiracy,  but  be  would 
not  take  upon  him  to  decide  whether  it 
wooki  or  would  not  lie.  Some  learned 
gentlemen  were  of  one  opinion,  and  some 
of  another.  One  thing,  however,  he  would 
mention,  tbat  a  Mr.  Wilson  had  given  in 
a  voluntary  affidavit,  stating  that  he  had 
been  instructed  by  Mr.  Palmer  to  insert 
false  items  in  his  accounts.  Upon  his 
crossoexamiiiation,  however,  he  said,  tliaS 
he  had  received  the  directions  from  Mr. 
Bonner,  and  tbat  he  considered  Mr.  Palmer 
and  Mr.  Bonner  as  one  and  the  same  in 
that  respect.  He  was  ready  to  stand,  and 
to  stand  only,  on  the  justice  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
claims,  who  called  upon  the  House  of  Com- 
mons that  night  to  make  good  their  re- 
peated decisions.  There  was  no  man  in 
that  House  who  would  venture  to  say  that 
Mr.  Palmer  had  been  sufficiently  remime- 
rated.  Was  there  any  man  on  any  side 
who  could  say  so?  If,  however,  there 
were  those  who  thought  that  the  sum 
proposed  was  too  large,  let  them  propose 
a  smaller  one;  but  let  this  claim  not  go 
from  the  House  of  Commons  wiiboot  that 
justice  whidh  it  demanded. 

Mr,  QH^  concurred  thai  the  peuknt 
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of  $,000L  a  year^  which  Mr.  Palmer  had 
accepted,  was  a  full  discharge  of  all  his 
claims.  It  would  be  ioconsistent  and  im- 
proper to  take  away  from  tbe  House  of 
Lords  the  check  which  they  possessed  over 
the  grants  made  by  that  House.  For  this 
reason  he  was  decidedly  against  the  mode 
of  the  question,  with  this  i|ualiBcation 
however,  namely,  that  whenever  Mr. 
Palmer  should  come  forward,  and  laying 
aside  hi8  claim  of  right,  throw  himself  on 
the 'liberality  of  the  House,  he  would  not 
be  hostile  to  the  application. 

Mr.  Ftdlcr  was  disposed  io  think  that 
the  claims  of  Mr.  Palmer  were  founded  on 
the  strictest  justice.  He  had,  by  the 
simplest  proposition,  contributed  to  the 
benefit  of  the  state;  neverthelei^s,  those 
who  professed  the  most  foolish  and  idle 
friendship  for  Mr.  Pitt,  because  he  was 
against  those  claims,  forsooth,  were  afraid 
to  give  him  his  due.  Why,  Mr.  Pitt  was 
a,  man  who  always  acted  for  the  public 
good^ poor  man!  and  he  died  poor!  The 
government  had  given  Mr.  Palmer  a  salary 
lor  life;  but  he  had  a  family  of  children 
dependent  on  him  for  support,  and  for 
being  set  out  in  life,  who  expected  when 
be  died,  property,  or  else  they  would  not 
go  off!  and  yet,  when  he  died^  he  could 
not  (having  lived  like  a  gentleman),  leave 
them  any  thing !  When  he  was  therefore 
gone,  like  the  snuff  of  a  candle,  and.  no- 
thing left,  why  then  his  family  were  to 
be  deprived  of  support  if  tbe  House  re^ 
fused  them  justice.  The  best  way  would 
be  to  refer  the  claims  to  the  decision  of 
three  masters  in  chancery,  who  » would 
decide  equitably  and  fairly.  The  govern- 
ment were  pledged  to  Mr.  Palmer,  and  the 
pledges  of  former  ministers  were  as'binding 
on  the  country  as  if  sanctioned  by  Lords 
and  Commons ;  besides,  the  policy  was  a 
narrow  and  a  foolish  one.  By  narrow 
views  of  policy  we  were  plunged  into  the 
present  war;  for  if  the  proposition  made 
some  years  ago  for  employing  light  ar- 
tillery had  been  attended  to  by  ministers, 
we  should  not  have  been  now  engaged ;  and 
Dumourier  would. havt:  been  deprived  of 
the  means  of  annoying  us,  which  means 
were  afforded  him  ia  consequence  of  our 
refusal  to  employ  light  artillery.  He 
condemned  the  refusal.  Perhaps  a  friend 
of  his,  who  had  invented  shells  for  annoy- 
ing the  enemy,  and  by  which  the  late 
battles  had  been  gained,  (for  they  had 
dispersed  the  French  armies  in  such  fine 
style,)  might,  if  he  asked  for  it,  be  refused 
remoneration.    It  was  a  niggardly  policy 
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which  did  no  good,  but  much  harm.  It  was 
losing  a  hog  for  a  halfpenny  worth  of  tar  1 
He  should,  therefore^  support  Mr.  Palmer's 
claims. 

The  Chancellor  tf  the  Exchequer  sud,  he 
was  obliged  to,  risk  even  tbe  good  opinion 
of  the  hon.  hart,  opposite  (sir  T.  Turton), 
in  defence  of  what  he  considered  right* 
If  he  had  to  reproach  himself  with  any 
thing,  it  would  be  with  having  allowed 
this  question  to  come  on  as  it  had  done ;  a 
concession,  however,  which  he  had  made 
after  the  example  of  his  predecessor.  Tbe 
conduct  of  Mr.  Palmer,  when  in  office, 
was  such,  that  even  had  he  held  his  place 
under  a  patent,  he  ought  to  have  been  de* 
prived  of  it.  Whett  he  first  made  his 
claims,  in  Mr.  Pitt's  life-time,  and  near 
the  period  of  his  J)argajfi,  they  were  re« 
jected ;  and  after  that  rejection,  he  lay 
quiet  till  after  Mr.  Pitt's  death,  a  period 
of  eight  or  nine  years.  With  what  face^ 
then,  could  he  now  appear  before  the 
House,  at  a  distance  of  time  in  which  they 
must  be  much  leis  competent  to  decide 
the  justice  of  his  demand,  than  they  were 
'at  a  time  when  they  judged  it  ought  to  be 
rejected  after  full  investigation  and  living 
evidence  ?  He  sa^w  some  gentlemen  op- 
posite very  ardently  supporting  this  claim, 
which,  convinced  in  his  conscience  he  was, 
had  it  been  brought  forward  by  govern- 
ment, they  would  without  hesitation  have 
pronounced  to  be  one  of  the  most  flagrant 
and  abominable  jobs  that  ever  originated 
with  a  minister.  The  case  was  this :  Mr. 
Palmer  had  for  his  invention  received  an 
office,  connected  with  the  faithfiil  dis- 
charge of  which  he  was  to  have  a  pecaniary 
remuneration.  He  had  by  gross  miscon- 
duct proved  hiniself  nnworthy  of  his 
office,  and  of  course  his  emolument  ceased. 
Yet  on  his  dismisral  he  had  received 
S,0OOl.  a  year ;  and  with  this,  in  his  opi- 
nion, he  ought  to  be  content  and  grateful. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  here  read  tha  cor- 
respondence of  Mr.  Palmer  to  prove  his 
misconduct  when  in  office;  and  from  a 
review  of  this,  be  had  no  hesitation  in  pro- 
nouncing him  guilty  of  a  consf>iracy  with 
those  beneath  him,  for  the  purpose  of  fras- 
tratio<r  the  object  for  which  he-  was  ap- 
pointed ;  namely,  the  acceleration  of  the 
distribution  of  letters.  Having  gone 
through  the  matter  of  tbe  claim,  be  must 
now  refer  to  the  manner  in/  which  it.wns 
attempted  to  be  carried  ;  and  this  he  must 
call  most  unconstitutional.  They  wens 
to  address  the  Prince  Regent  to  «dfaQce 
tbe  money«  and  to  promise  that  parliameol 
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would  make  it  good.  From  'what  was  ht 
to  advance  \t,  or  what  right  had  they  to 
promise  that  parliament  would  make  it 

food  ?  Why  should  they  promise  for  the 
louse  of  liords,  and  that  in  a  matter  in 
which  they  were  doing  all  they  could  to 
frustrate  tEeir  decision  ?  In  his  opinion, 
neither  the  merits  nor  mode  of  this  claim 
could  be  justly  supported. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  was  particularly 
desirous  to  make  a  few  observations  on 
what  had  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  gent, 
who  had  just  sat  down,  for  a  more  uncon- 
stitutional doctrine  he  had  never  heard 
delivered  in  that  House.  He  believed 
the  right* hon.  gent,  was  the  first  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  who  bad  ever 
thought  it  necessary  to  appeal  to  the  House 
of  liords  in  a  case  which  related  to  the 
disposal  of  the  public  money.  If  his  doc- 
trine were  true,  how  came  it  that  the  land 
and  malt  tax  was  always  voteti,  and  the 
money  advanced  upon  it,  long  before  a 
Bill  was  brought  in  to  that  House;  and 
where  had  been  the  instance  in  which  the 
Lords  had  signified  any  opposition  to  it  ? 
If  such  a  thing  could  be  supposed,  the 
Bank  would  .  act  yery  idly  in  advancing 
the  money  before  the  Bill  bad  passed  both 
Houses.  With  respect  to  the  argument  of 
not  renewing,  the  application  afler  the 
year  1797,  during  the  life  time  of  Mr. 
i^itt,  he  thought  there  was  a  very  good 
reason  to  be  given  ;  Mr.  Pitt  was  as  per- 
severing a  man  as  Mr.  Palmer,  with  rather 
more  power  at  his  command ;  but  though 
Mr.  Palmer  did  not  actually  bring  forward 
his  case  before  parliament,  he  never  ceased 
to  keep  up  his  claim  in  the  memory  of  his 
friends,  and  to  apply  to  them  for  ailvice 
bow  to  act ;  and  they  were  all  of  opinion 
that  to  bring  it  forward  again  during  Mr. 
Pitt's  administration,  would  be  at  least 
fruitless.  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  had  it  in 
bis  power  to  speak  very  decidedly  on  this 
subject,  because  the  plan  had  first  been 
shewn  to  him  when  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  during  the  administration  of  the 
duke  of  Portland  ;  and  when  that  adminis- 
tration went  out,  he  told  Mr.  Pitt  what 
bad  been  the  intention  of  that  noble  duke 
and  lord  John  Cavendish  ;  which  was  to 
give  a  salary  of  a  certain  sum  for  life,  and 
a  per  centage.  He  knew  before  this  the 
numerous  cabals  and  plots  that  were 
hatched  against  Mr.  Palmer  by  those  who 
were  interested  in  opposing  this  reform ; 
and  he  was  convinced  in  his  own  mind, 
that  Mr.  Palmer  would  stand  but  a  poor 
chance  if  be  were  not  permitted  to  clear 
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the  office  of  all  those  private  opposers  of 
what  they  called  innovation.  This  was 
what  Mr.  Palmer  wished  to  effect,  and  this 
was  the  cause  of  his  acting  as  he  then  did* 
To  suppose  that  he  had  the  most  distant 
intention  to  diminish  the  revenue  of  the 
office  was  evidently  ridiculous.  His  own 
per  centage  was  a  sufficient  security 
against  that,  for  he  could  not  lessen  the 
one  without  in  an  equal  degree  injuringthe 
other.  If  Mr.  Palmer  had  been  guilty  of 
the  foul  and  abominable  conspiracy  with 
which  the  right  hon.  gent,  charged  him, 
how  came  Mr.  Pitt  to  give  him  three 
thousand  pounds  a  year  ?  Had  he  been  a 
conspirator,  this  would  have  been  an  act 
of  great  injustice  to  the  public  in  Mr.  Pitt* 
He  thought  Mr..  Palmer  was  right  in  ac- 
cepting this  3,000/.  a  year  while  he  could 
get  it,  though  to  his  knowledge,  Mr.  Pitt 
had  always  protested  against  it,  as  a  breach 
of  the  original  contract.  He  hoped  the 
honourable  officer,  •  the  relative  of  Mr. 
Palmer,  who  brought  forward  the  present 
motion,  would  not  take  the^.advice  given 
^to  him  to  withdraw  it ;  bdt  that  he  would 
depend  on  the  honour  and  justice  of  the 
House,  rather  than  its  charity,  which  the 
giver  of  the  advice  had  promised  to  pro* 
cure  in  his  favour.  He  thought  Mr.  Pal- 
mer a  most  injured  man.  He  now  offered 
to  give  up  50,000'/.  a  year,  which  his 
per  centage  would  have  amounted  to,  and 
only  asked  for  50,000/.  in  the  whole.  This 
was  an  act  of  justice  which  he  hoped  the 
House  would  this  night  render  him. 

Mr.  Cr<^er  admitted  that  Mr.  Palmer     7 
had  a  right  to  the  per  centage,  but  con*      .' 
demned  the  mode  in  which  it  was  pro«     / 
posed  to  allow  his  claim.  i- 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  concurred  with  his 
right  hon.  friend  (the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer),  and  complained  of  the  mis* 
representation  given  to  his  argument  re* 
specting  the  ottence  that  the  proceeding 
would  give  to  the  Lords.  The  land  and 
malt  tax  was  understpod  as  a  matter  of 
course,  and  was  a  subject  on  which  na 
heat  or  difierence  of  opinion  had  ever  ex* 
isted  between  the  two  Houses.  He  ar« 
gued,  that  instances  could  be  adduced  ii» 
which  the  House  had  adopted  a  similar 
proceeding.  They  were  calling,  if  this 
motion  was  carried,  on  the  Prince  Regent, 
to  do  that  which  he  must  know  would  noS- 
be  agreeable  to  the  other  House. 
*  Mr.  JekyU  apologised  for  trespassing  on 
the  House  at  that  late  hour  of  the  discos* 
sion,  but  from  what  had  fallen  from  the 
right  hon.  gent  who  had  just  sat  down,  he 
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ibU  bimaelf  compellisd  to  tack  aoother 
Uyier  to  the  debate  (n  laugh.)  He  via- 
dicated  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Palmer*  and 
pointed  out  the  advantage  the  publio  bad 
derived  from  the  arrangement  that  had 
been  adopted  with  respect  to  the  Post- 
Office*  pursuant  t<Xrhia  suggestion.  It  was 
unjust  that  such  services  should  go  onre* 
warded.  They  had  only  to  recollect  what 
had  been  promised*  and  the  present  re* 
muneration  would  appear  buisroall.  The 
whole  country*  he  had  no  doubt*  would 
approve  of  this  vote*  who  had  found  their 
correspondence  in  all  parts  of  the  empire 
to  much  more  safe  and  expeditious.  He 
was  surprised  that  an  hon.  lawyer  oppoeite* 
who  had  been  consulted  on  the  subject* 
(the  Solicitor  General)  should  remain  si* 
lent  on  the  present  occasion.  He  com- 
plained of  the  obloquy  that  had  been 
thrown  out  against  Mr.  Palmer  in  the 
course  of  this  debate*  and  referred  to  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Pitt  on  the  subject*  though 
equally  hostile  to  the  claimant*  as  very 
different.  In  referring  to  the  nature  of 
the  evidence*  he  inveighed  against  the 
low  means  that  had  been  employed  in  the 
Committee  against  the  claimtot.  The 
gaols  had  been  searched  to  find  out  ac* 
cusers  against  him,  and  .the  principal  one 
was  a  fellow  that  had  been  taken  from  the 
King's  Bench*  who  had  been  fed  by  Mr. 
Palmer's  bounty*  and*  like  a  viper*  had 
turned  af;ainst  him.  In  a  former  discus* 
•ion  on  this  subject*  he  and  an  hon.  friend 
of  his  had  called  him  a  viper,  and  a  man 
of  the  worst  description.  These  speeches 
had  been  published  by  a  morning  paper* 
Tie  believed  the  Moraing  Herald*  the  pro- 

{irietors  of  which  were  prosecuted  for  a 
ibel  by  this  same  persoii*  for  the  expres- 
sion made  use  of  respecting  him.  He  and 
his  friend  faAd  acknowledged  that  they  had 
used  the  expression*  and  were  ready  to 
come  forwaiti  in  evidence*  but  first  con- 
•itlted  the  Speaker*  who  wai  of  opinion 
that  they  could  not  appear  in  any  court* 
oo  questions  that  had  originated  in  that 
House*  without  first  obtaining  permission 
from  the  House.  But  though  they  did 
^aot  appear  in  evidence*  yet  to  shew  the 
weight  of  the  character  of  this  man*  when 
the  question  came  to  the  jury*  they  found 
a  verdict  of  only  sixpence.  la  the  heat 
of  his  feelings*  there  ought  have  been 
some  irregularities  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Palmer*  but  he  did  not  believe  that  thepe 
now  exisCftd  a  more  aggrieved  man*  or 
one  to  whom  th«  public  generally  was 
»rt  indobled* 


The  Solkiu^  Oenend  bating  been  m 
pointedly  referred  to*  justified  his  conduct 
and  the  opinion  he  hoA  uniformly  given 
on  the  question.  It  was  necessary  that  an 
agreement  should  be  fulfilled  eo  both 
smes;  and  Mr.  Palmer*  he  contended*  had 
violated  his  engagement  by  the  conduct 
of  which  he  bad  been  guilty.  Ho  thought 
this  must  be  obvious  to  any  man  who  had 
read  the  evidence.  Both  the  two  and  a 
half  per  cent,  and  the  l*5i)0/.  a  year*  hn 
contended*  were  granted  for  services  only 
which  required  the  fulfilment  6i  certain 
duties ;  and  if  these  were  unperformed^ 
the  stipulations  en  the  other  side  might  ba 
withdrawn*  without  any  injusttce.  Hn 
contended  that  upon  the  evidence  of  Mr^ 
Palmer's  letters  that  gentleman  had  no 
such  claim ;  and  that  if  a  mnfmm  had 
been  brought*  the  letters  patent  wooid 
have  been  cancelled.  The  question*  howN 
ever*  on  the  whole*  be  concetved^  was  not 
whether  Mr.  Palmer  had  been  properly 
and  birly  dismissed*  but  what  the  Honso 
ought  now  to  do  with  these  letters  of  Mr. 
Palmer's  before  them. 
A  division  then  took  place : 

For  the  Address..... ...*.••   107 

Against  it.. • 42 

MiyorityuifavourofMr.PatIm*  -*- 
.   er's  Claims 6H 


HOUSE  or  LORDS. 


Ma.  PALMia's  Claims.]  The  Earl  el 
Rndwr  called  the  attention  of  the  Homo 
to  the  votes  of  the  Hcmae  of  jCommona  of 
last  night,  by  which  it  appeared*  that  an 
Address  had  been  voted  to  the  Prince  Re- 
gent* praying  bis  Royal  Highness  to  order 
the  sum  of  54,0(X)i.  to  be  naid  m  Mr. 
Palmer.  He  wished  particularly  to  call 
the  attention  of  their  lordships  to  this  cir* 
cumttance*  they  having*  on  a  former  oc* 
casion*  decided  against  the  claim  of  Mr. 
Palmer. 

The  Earl  of  Lamdutddk  observed*  that 
the  proceeding  alluded  to  by  the  nobia 
earl*  was  inconsistent  with  the  dignity 
and  independence  of  that  House  as  a  «•• 
parate  branch  of  the  legislature*  namely* 
the  voting*  by  address*  of  a  considerable 
sum  of  money  to  an  individual  in  a  way 
in  which  their  lordships  could  not  rego* 
larly  exercise  their  controuling  or  se* 
parate  power  aa  an  independent  branchb 
There  were  not  many  instances  of  pva» 
ceediagaof  this  kind.  The  last  within  his 
recolleclioa  woa  when  ifan  Uoaae  of  Com* 
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mm,  m  a  fit  «f  «iitbiiiii«n  t6iiravdt«m 
ftmi  and  allatrioas  chvacter  in  tfaw 
CNOtfy*  Tote4  the  payment  of  his  debts. 
IVu  vai  i  cMeof  ft  very  diArent  nftUire. 
Tbefe^ibt  Honae  bad  not  giren  any  pre- 
nm  apisidnf.  In  the  present  instaoce^ 
*e  CaoaMMia  knew  the  decision  of  the 
fkm  apon  the  tobfectf  and  that  decinon 
till  ia  the  greater  part,  open  etidence 
wwaicttttd  to  their  lordahipa  by  the 
Caoaoei,  h  waa  a  question  of  right 
tfm  which  the  Hooae  (the  Mipreme  court 
tfJidicatnre)  had  decided.  Let  their  lord* 
^  coander  in  what  a  situation  they 
tet  pfaoad*  He  could  not  devise  a 
aort  fligraat  caae.  llie  claims  of  Mr. 
Mner  nd  no  just  foundation ;  and  the 
^■giag  forward  again  the  subject  so 
iaiy  ysars  after  ther  death  of* Mr.  Pitt, 
vteticstad  with  that  gentleman  on  the  part 
<f  tile  pablic,  waa  at  least  suspicious.  It 
■Mwlttt  be  could  not  have  expected, 
^  kc  regarded  the  proceeding  aa  most 

TW  Earl  ef  ilfora  entertained  a  very 
^raat  semioMnt  from  his  noble  friend, 
><•  Uie  case  of  Mr.  Palmer.  The  con- 
^iMioQ  of  no  case  whatever,  gave  him 
"■Qcbpain  as  that,  as  he  thought  the 
Meiplei  of  justice  were  far  departed  i 
^  The  procedure  in  that  House  upon 
^  occasion  was  what  he  highly  dis- 
^Ppfwcd.  Ought  that  House  to  have  pro- 
^^>M  apon  evidence  stated  before  the 
^^■Hms?  He  retained  his  former  senti- 
*«•  ai  to  the  justice  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
"^"Bs,  snd  never  could  he  hear  the  sub- 
'^^■eBtiooed  without  expressing  those 
'^'^i^cots.  Thia  however,  was  a  point 
^<UKt  from  that  firat  touched  upon  by  his 
^^Mend,  a  point  upon  which  he  would, 
^*pw«nt,  oflRsr  no  optnton. 

(^  Earl  of  JJorrovl^  expressed  his 
?^^"^>ctionthat  the  late  proceeding  of  the 
•^•sBs  had  been  so  properly  noticed 
'(^  Hooae,  and  on  the  earliest  possible 
?JJ«anity.  With  reference,  however, 
^  own  convictions  upon  the  subject, 
^<^  deliberate  decision  of  the  House 
J^*»  could  not  possibly  hear  what 

L?  **  noble  earl  who  spoke  last, 
!*•*  eatering  his  protest  against  it. 
-«»  lordships  had  decided,  after  the 
^Wlind  deliberate  consideration  of 

•Jjwtf  not  only  upon  evidence  trans- 
1^^  the  Hooae  of  Commons,  but  on 
T^'^wd  original  evidence  laid  before 
JJl  wddiips.  After  what  had  taken 
J2  "»  **  •»«»  thought  the  subject 
^**  *»»  be  brought  fbrwacd  again. 


He  could  not  avpid  ezpreasinghis  surprise 
at  hearing  from  the  n<;^bLe  earl,  the  com* 
parison  he  had  made  between  the  vote  of 
eompcnsation  to  Mr.  Palmer,  and  the  vote 
for  the  payment  ef  the  debts  of  Mr.  Pitt*  * 
In  the  last  case  it  was  not  what  had  been 
termed  fancy  or  generosity ;  it  was  a  tea* 
timony  due  to  the  great  public  servicea 
rendered.  It  was  tlw  tribute  of  a  grateiul 
country  to  the  greatest  man  that  country 
bad  ever  produced,  from  that  country 
which  be  had  saved.  The  vote  for  Mr. 
Palmer  went  to  give  a  recompeace,  where 
punishment  was  deaerved. 

The  Marl  of  Lauderdaie  rose  to  explaini 
He*  had  not  used  words  bearing  the  con- 
struction the  noble  earl  had  put  upon 
tbem*  Whatever  difference  of  opinion 
he  enterrained  from  the  noble  earl  rt^ 
specting  the  public  character  and  merits 
of  the  noble  earl's  illustrious  and  great 
friend,  he  never  broagbt  that  srant  into 
comparison,  far  less  into  a  precedent,  with 
respect  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Palmer;  and 
that  must  be  the  more  evident  to  the  no* 
ble  earl,  who  was  entirely  in  possession* 
of  his  sentiments,  on  the  latter  case. 

The  Lord  Chahcelhr  observed,  that  be 
was  one  of  the  majority  who  had  voted 
against  Mr.  Palmer^s  claims ;  and,  in  giv* 
ing  that  vote,  he  considered  the  case,  both 
as  it  purported  to  be  a  olaim  in  justice 
and  a  claim  in  equity. — In  both  viewa 
of  it,  to  him  it  appeared  unfounded  ;  and 
that  opinion  he  delivered,  after  giving  it 
as  much  attention  and  consideration  as  if 
he  had  pronounced  that  opinion  in  a  court 
of  justice. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  asked  if  any  no^  ^ 
tiee  had  been  given  by  the  noble  ear!  of 
his  intention  to  bring  Mr.  Palmer's  case 
before  their  lordships  that  erening.^  If 
net,  he  did  not  think  it  fair  to  enter  upon 
the  discussion  in  so  thin  a  Hoase.  Bew 
sides,  their  lordships  would  do  well  to  con- 
sider in  what  difficulties  they  might  in- 
volve themselves  by  objecting  to  the  vote. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  confessed  he  had 
given  no  notice  of  his  intention  to  mention 
the  circumstance  to  the  House,  but  had 
brought  it  under  their  consideration  mere-  ^ 
ly  from  what  he  conceived  to  be  his  duty. 
Neither  had  he  any  intention  of  renewing 
the  question,  but  should  leave  it  to  any 
noble  lord  whom  it  might  please  to  take 
it  up. 

Af^er  a  few  words  in  explanation  from 
the  Lord  Chancellor  and  Uie  earl  of  Lau- 
derdale, the  subject  was  dropped  without 
further  notice. 
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Wednesday,  May  22. 

•  Petition  from  the  Roman  Catholics 
OP  TiPPERAEY.]  Mr>  Montaga  Math«w 
presented  a  Petition  from  the  freeholders 
and  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Tippe- 
rary,  comprising  persons  professing  va- 
rious religious  persuasions,  setting  forth»  . 
"  That  the  petitioners,  being  actuated 
by  sentiments  of  attachment  to  the  true 
principles  of  the  constitution,  and  sincere- 
ly desirous  to  promote  the  internal  con- 
cord and  general  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try by  eirery  measure  of  conciliation,  good 
will,  and  justice  towards  all  classes  and 
descriptions  of  their  fellow  subjects,  beg 
leave  to  represent  to  the  House,  that  they 
view,  with  particular  regret  and  disappro- 
bation, the  existing  code  of  penal  and  dis- 
abling statutes,  which  aggrieve  and  de- 
grades the  Roman  Catholics  of  these 
realms  adhering  to  the  faith  of  their  fore- 
fathers ;  and  that  this  obnoxious  code,  at 
all  times  unjust  in  its  principle,  and  vio- 
lating an  ancient  and  solemn  treaty,  ap* 
pears  to  us,  at  this  critical  period  of  na- 
tional exigency,  to  be  peculiarly  ill-timed 
and  unwise,  and  that,  besides  infringing 
the  sacred  rights  of  private  conscience,  and 
violating  tb«:  first  principles  of  legislation, 
it  insults  and  depresses  every  individual 
of  the  Catholic  community,  itigmatizes 
them  as  unworthy  of  confidence,  and  pro- 
scribes them  as  aliens  in  their  native  land ; 
and  that  thus  disuniting  the  people,  thus 
prolonging  needless  dissentioos,and  alien- 
ating the  great  majority  of  the  Irish  popu- 
iation  from  the  state,  this  code  is  the  cer- 
tain source  of  national  weakness  and  im- 
minent public  danger:  without  the  zea- 
lous co-operation  ot  the  Catholic  commu- 
nity, that  right  arm  of  Ireland,  no  reflect- 
ing man  can  confidently  reckon  upon  an 
efiectual  resistance  to  the  common  foe  in 
the  trying  hour  of  peril ;  and  it  is  but  na- 
tural to  presume  that  such  co-operation 
will  be  best  ensured  by  augmenting  their 
interest  in  the  maintenance  of  the  constitu- 
tion, by  extending  to  them  its  full  benefits 
%  without  reserve  or  restriction,  by  acts  of 
substantial  justice,  and  even  uf  marked 
kindness,  towards  this  faithful  and  well- 
deserving  people,  from  whom,  perhaps, 
within  a  very  short  period,  the  most  ardu- 
ous services,  and  of  inestimable  value,  will 
be  necessarily  and  anxiously  demanded ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  are  of  opinion, 
therefore,  that  no  other  measure  can  so 
•ffectaally  tend  to  the  firm  defence  and 


preservation  of  these  islands,  to  internal 
union  and  general  security,  as  a  full  and  " 
complete  restoration  of  all  the  rights  and 
benefits  of  the  constitution  to  the  Catholic 
people  ;  justice  no  less  than  sound  policy 
demands  the  immediate  adoption  of  thia 
measure  ;  liberty  of>  conscience,  and  the 
unfettered  exercise  of  private  judgment  in 
the  choice  of  religion,  are  the  inalienable 
birth-right  of  every  man*  and  cannot  be 
invaded  by  human  power  without  disre- 
spect to  that  merciful  Deity  who  tolerates 
all  religions,  and  graciously  accepts  frooa 
all  men  the  genuine  worship  of  the  heart 
in  whatsoever  language,  and  under  every 
form  ;  and  that  the  experience  of  nations 
has  also  shewn  that  intolerance  can  never 
be  practised  with  impunity ;  in  its  gloomy 
train  are  ever  to  be  found  national  discord* 
disgrace,  decay,  and  finally  desolation  of 
the  most  disastrous  nature  :  may  the  AU 
mighty  avert  such  dire  calamities  from 
this  empire  ;  and  that,  as  members  of  va« 
rious  religious  communities,  Protestants  as 
well  as  Catholics,  the  petitioners  disclaim 
all  coercive  laws  concerning  religious  sub- 
jects, and  they  solemnly  protest  against 
the  prolongation  of  a  code  founded  in  such 
coercion;  and,  however  different  their  re« 
spective  mode  .of  faith,  yet  they  cordially 
concur  in  earnestly  praying,  as  the  first 
and  choicest  blessing  to  Ireland,  that  those  • 
odious  laws  which  inflict  discord  upon  our 
country,  and  have  long  been  reprobated 
by  all  humane  and  liberal  men,  nay  be 
altogether  abandoned,  and  give  place  to 
such  healing  and  conciliatory  measures  as 
shall  restore  to  us  the  benefits  of  domestic 
union  and  tranquillity,  efliice  even  the  re«^ 
membrance  of  religious  intolerance,  and 
suffer  not  a  vestige  of  it  V)  remain  in  these 
islands;  and  that  the  petitioners,  there- 
fore,  seriously  beseech  the  House,  to  re- 
peal all  and  every  the  petial  disabling  and 
exclusive  laws  which  aggrieve  and  injure 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  these  realmo,  and 
to  reinstate  them  eft'^ctually  in  the  full 
participation  of  all  the  rights  and  benefits 
of  the  laws  and  constitntiun  ot  this  empire, 
equally  and  in  common  with  their  fellow 
subjects,  without  any  distinction  of  reli* 
gious  communion/' 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  do  lie 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  MalIi son's  Life  Preserver.]  Mr. 
Whitbread  rose  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  Petition  of  JMr.  Mallison. 
presented  by  him  yesterday,  praying  for 
an  inquiry  into  th^  merits  of  an  ioventioii 
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for  prtierring  the  lirei  of  ieamen  in  ca<et 
of  tbipwrackf  &c.  The  plan,  he  stated, 
had  been  brought  forward  two  years  ago, 
and  the  Treasurer  of  the  Navy,  he  himself, 
and  rarioos  others  had  sobscribed,  with  a 
▼iew  to  haTe  the  merits  of  the  ioTentton 
broaght  to  the  test.  The  result  of  the 
experiments  was  a  favourable  impression 
as  to  the  utility  of  the  plan.  The  inven* 
tion  was  indeed  very  simple :  it  consisted 
merely  of  a  piece  of  cork  united  by  a 
strsp,  such  as  boys  often  swim  upon.  !but 
the  moTleof  application  was  new,  and  the 
simplicity  of  the  thinf(  was  no  good  ground 
of  objection  to  it.  He  had  referred  it  to 
some  naval  friends,  captains  Ballantyne 
and  Phgtig  who  had  tried  it,  and  suted 
that  it  was  effectual,  for  that  no  man  who 
had  it  on  could  sink  or  drown.  He  there* 
fore  had  thought  it  his  duty  to  present 
the  Petition  yesterday,  and  he  would  now 
move  for  a.  Committee  to  take  it  into  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Croher  would  not  oppose  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Committee,  if  the  House 
thought  proper  to  agree  to  the  motion; 
but  he  woola  propose  the  names  of  some 
gentlemen  connected  with  the  Admiralty. 
This  was  in  truth  no  invention  at  all.  It 
was  exactly  what  they  had  all  often  swam 
upon-— two  pieces  of  cork,  with  the  addi- 
tion indeed  of  a  covering  of  green  baize, 
and  a  strap  instead  of  a  rope.  Of  the  87 
inventions  presented  to  the  Admiralty 
Board  within  these  few  years,  this  was  the 
worst  and  the  most  simple.  Colonel 
Hanger  had  presented  a  very  ingenious 
one.  The  Admiralty  stated  to  him,  that 
his  invention  was  completely  efiectual  for 
keeping  a  man  afloat ;  but  it  was  so  cum- 
beraome  that  he  could  do  nothing  eUe 
with  it  He  adverted  to  the  furious  attack 
made  on  the  Admiralty  Board  by  Mr. 
Malliaon  for  their  illegal  and  hellish  op- 
position to  his  plan ;  and  concluded  by 
stating,  that  it  was  too  trifling  for  any  gen- 
tleman to  waste  his  time  upon. 

Mr.  Rote  had  no  doubt,  that  the  inven- 
tion wu  efiectu:J  to  its  object,  though  it 
was  certainly  a  very  simple  one.  But  he 
'  did  not  think  the  simplicity  of  the  inven- 
tion a  serious  ground  of  objection.  It  was 
little  else  than  the  cork  jacket  in  use  long 
before ;  but  Mr.  Mallison  certainly  ap- 
peared to  have  the  merit  of  applying  it  to 
a  new  purpose. 

Mr.  Wkiiintad,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Croker, 
observed,  that  Mr.  Hogarth, the  inimitable 
cavicaturist,  had  ridiculed  the  extravagant 
taste  for  projects,  by  representing  a  pon- 
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derous  machine  for  drawing  a  cork  out  of 
a  bottle.  But  he  never  before  beard  of  an 
attempt  to  turn  an  useful  discovery  into 
ridicule,  merely  on  account  of  its  sim« 
plicity.  The  hon.  gent,  had  said,  that  ono 
of  the  most  ingenious  inventions  sub* 
mitted  to  the  Admiralty,  was  too  cumber- 
some to  enable  the  man  who  had  it  on  to 
do  any  thing  else  than  float.  But  tlkb- 
plan  was  not  of  this  descriptioni  for  a  sea- 
man who  had  it  on  might  do  any  part  of 
his  duty.  He  then  read  an  extract  from 
a  letter  of  captain  Ballantyne,  stating, 
thUT  if  he  had  these  jackets  on  board, 
much  anxiety,  as  to  the  safety  oF  his  crew, 
would  be  removed  from  his  mind.  When . 
a  boat  went  on  dangerous  service  the  cap- 
tains would  take  care  that  the  men  were 
furnished  with  these  jackets. 

Captain  Pagei  stated  his  conviction  of 
the  utility  of  the  plan;  a  conviction 
founded  on  experiments  made  by  himself* 

Mr.  C  Adam»  suted  the  great  merit  of 
the  invention  to  be,  that  when  a  sailor  had 
these  corks  attached  to  htm,  he  was  not 
encumbered  in  such  a  way  as  to  prevent 
him  from  doing  apy  dut^  whatever. 

After  a  few  words  of  explanation  firom 
Mr.  Whitbread  and  Mr.  Croker,  the  motion 
was  agreed  to,  and  a  Committee  appointed 
accordingly. 

Cotton  Wool  Biu..]  On  the  motion 
for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  Com* 
mittee  on  the  Cotton  Wool  Duty  Bill, 

Sir  Robert  Peel  opposed  it  on  the  ground 
of  the  impolicy  of  imposing  a  tax  upon  the 
raw  material,  especially  at  a  time  when 
the  cotton  manufacturers  were  starving. 
There  was  hardly  an  instance  in  which 
a  tax  had  been  laid  on  the  raw  material- 
He  hoped  this  tax  would  not  be  per* 
severed  in,  and  inquired  of  the  hon.  gent, 
opposite,  one  of  the  members  for  tho' 
county  of  Lancaster,  whether  any  applica- 
tion had  been  made  to  him  on  the  subject. 

Colonel  Stanleif  observed,  that  he  had 
made  a  communication  on  the  subject  to 
his" constituents  in  Lancashire,  whose  inte- 
rests were  so  nearly  concerned,  and  he  was 
anxious  that  the  further  proceedings  upon 
it  should  be  postponed  for  a  fow  days,  to 
give  him  an  opportunity  of  receiving  their 
sentiments. 

Mr.  Raee  declared,  that  if  he  thought 
the  manufacturers  would  sustain  so  serious 
an  injury  as  that  supposed  by  the  boo. 
baronet,  he  would  be  the  last  man  in  the 
House  to  press  the  adoption  of  the  measure ; 
but  when  it  was  considered  that  the  duty 
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wau  only  a  ptnny  t  pound  cmi  aa  article 
ftaiiing  at  the  price  at  which  cdtton  did, 
he  was  penaaded  that  the  apprehensiont 
of  the  hon.  baronet  were  groimdless.  Be- 
sklef,  it  mast  be  recollected,  that  the  duty 
was  not  imposed  on  all  cotton  wool  im- 
ported, but  only  on  that  which  canM  from 
America. 

Sir.  jBortn;^  opposed  the  Bill  as  pregnant 
with  d£?^er  and  mischief  to  the  country. 
When  gentleTiien  had  screwed  up  their 
courage  to  bring  forward  the  Budget,  it 
was  pleasant,  no  doubt, '  to  be  informed 
that  the  dreaded  new  taxes  had  already 
been  imposed.  But  there  was  this  incon- 
vanience  in  departing  from  the  old  mode 
of  proposing  the  taxes,  if  any  new  taxes 
w«re  to-  be  imposed  at  the  time  of  bring- 
ing forward  the  Budget,  that  those  con- 
cerned had  not  sufficient  notice  of  these 
Bills.  The  consequence  was,  that  most 
permcious  plans  of  taxation  mi^t  be  ear- 
ned into  emct,  while  these  chiefly  inter- 
ested were  ignorant  that  any  such  plane 
were  in  contenplationb  He  admitted 
that  taxes  had,  anfortonately,  at  tiaves 
been  imposed  on  raw  materidls;  hot  these 
were  comparatiTely  harmless,  because  the 
amount  was  tri^fling.  Here,  howeTer,  tlie 
tax  amounted  to  about  S9  percent.  If 
the  state  of  Europe  had  not.  been  very 
much  changed,  ministers  would  never 
have  ventured  to  impose  a  tax  on  the  raw 
material,  as  the  manufactares  of  Germany, 
&c.  would  have,  in  that  case,  driven  ours 
out  of  the  malrket.  Bat  he  reminded  them 
that  the  cotton  manufactory  Was  a  very 
growing  one  in  the  United  States;  that  a 
great  neniber  of  cotton  mills  had  been  es- 
lablialred  in  the  netghboerhood  of  Bostifn; 
aad  that  the  United  Sutes  'already  ex- 
ported a  large  quantity  of  cotton  twist. 
The  whole  quantity  of  cotton  wool  impart- 
ed was  1,449,000  bags,  and  of  this  only 
40,000  were  imported  from  our  own  colo- 
nies. The  United  States  preferred  our 
manufactares,  which  was  not  the  case 
with  the  inhabitants  of  Braail.  He  was 
lolly  aware  that  America  was  at  present 
commercially  hostile  te  us,  and  all  he 
wished  to  impress  was,  the  danger  to  our- 
selves of  adopting  measures  which  we 
could  not  afterwards  counteract.  The 
branch  of  manufactures  affected  by  this 
tax  was  one  of  the  very  first  importance, 
and  if  it  should  be  injured,  the  subsequent 
lowering  of  the  duty  would  not  avail  to 
ffemedy  the  evil.  He  ^  thoi^ht  the  raw 
araterial  a  very  injodickmh  object  of  tax- 
ntion^  and  more  partieularly  as  it  was  di- 


raeted  agaimt  oar  best  customers.  Sheap'a. 
wool,  in  his  opinion,  was  a  much  fitter  ar* 
tide,  whatever  might  be  at  first  the  pra* 
judices  of  the  country  gentlemen  agaiaat 
any  imposts  upon  it.  Our  cotton  mamt- 
factures  might  be  undersold  or  exeladad» 
bat  oor  woollens  could  not  be  rivalledL 
Under  all  these  eircomstances  he  hoped 
the  rig^t  hon.  the  Cbaneelh»r  of  the  Mx^ 
cheqaer  would  consent  to  postpone  the 
motion  for  a  few  days. 

The  CAoacsttor  qflke  Exektqmtr  express* 
ed  much  surprise  at  the  exaggerated  state- 
ments of  the  hon.  gentleman.  He  con- 
tended that  the  duties  had  not  hitherto  de- 
pressed the  manofocture,  and  that  the 
price  of  cottpn  wool,  which  had  varied 
froor  12iL  to  2s.  M,  a  pound  clearly  shew* 
ed  that  an  additional  tax  of  Id.  could  have 
no  prejadicial  influence.  ^  In  the  last  year 
we  have  imported  1S6,<X)0,000  pounds, 
while  the  average  af  the  prepedmg  six 
years  was  but  70,000,000  pounds.  From 
America  kst  year  we  reoenred  only 
55,000,000,  about  one  third  of  the  whole 
quantity.  He  was  aware  that  the  Bast 
indta  cottow  weol'wae  infevior  te  that  of 
America,  but  that  of  Aawrica  was  also  in- 
ferior to  tliatof  Brazil  Bot  when  the 
House  reflected  oo  the  state  of  the  lela- 
tiens  between  this  country  and  Amenea, 
they  woald  see  the  policy  of  persevering 
in  the  present  measure.  If,  instead  of 
increasing  the  duty  as  it  regarded  Ame- 
rica, for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  ear 
own  shipping,  we  were  to  take  off  the  ex- 
isting duties,  the  efeet  would  not  be  to 
introdoee  a  single  yard  more  of  oor  ma- 
nufactures into  the  American  Slates.  The 
question  was,  whether  in  the  situatioQ  io 
which  we  were  placed,  we  should  not 
give  encouragement  to  trade  ki  Britisb 
cottons  rather  than  in  foreign  cottons. 

Mr.  Whiibread  censured  government  for 
not  having  taken  the  opinion  of  the  hon. 
baronet  and  others  who  were  qualified  to 
judge  on  the  subject,  before  they  intro- 
duced the  present  measure.  There  was  a 
Petition  on  the  table  from  the  cotton  ma- 
nufacturers, declaring  that  they  were  in  m 
state  of  starvation.  To  these  petitionera 
this  new  duty  on  the  raw  material  was  a 
direct  affront.  He  reprobated  the  mode 
in  which  such  taxes  had  been  for  five  ami 
twenty  years  lutreduced,  from  time  t« 
time,  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite 
(Mr.  Rose),  under  the  spedoos  name  of 
regulations.  These  regulationa,  however* 
ahaajrs  failed  ofsuccess,a1thoughthecem« 
Bwreii'  regelationt  of  the  enemy 
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pleteljr  fnoceeded.  The  emperor  of  France 
uodertook  to  lock  vpthe  oontiBont  aaumt 
•ur  trade-  By  the  RetolatioDS  of  that 
Hooie  it  appeared  that  he  had  socceeded. 
We  underiook  to  unlock  the  cooUneiii. 
By  our  own  Reeolutioni  ii  appewed  that 
we  bad  completely  failed.  Before  the 
end  of  the  tettton  he  would  move  ikr  the 
aeoent  cerrespondeace  between  the  British 
and  American  goTeraments,  and  till  that 
period  he  would  delay  entering  upon  the 
eubjecii  If  any  thing  could  rouse  the 
public  attention^  it  would  be  the  perma* 
nently  injurious  efiects  on  the  revenue  of 
this  country^  which  the  perseveran(ce  in 
commercial  hostility  of  Great  Britain  and 
America  towards  each  other,  must  neces- 
aariiy  produce.  He  thought  that*  on  con* 
eideration^  the  right  hon.  gent,  would  see 
the  propriety  of  watting  till  the  hon.  mem* 
ber  for  Lancashire  had  received  the  in- 
atmctions  of  his  constitocnts  on  the  sub« 
ject. 

The  ChanoeUor  tfiht  Excheqmtr  repeated 
that  the  new  duty  was  not  such  as  could 
pomtbly  operate  injuriously  on  the  manu- 
ttcturer.  If  the  whole  duty  on  the  raw 
nmteriids  were  taken  Qfi»he  was  persuaded 
that  not  an  additional  yard  of  our  manu- 
lactore  would  be  imported  into  any  part 
of  the  world.  He  hsud  no  objection,  how- 
ever, to  postpone  the  Committee  on  the 
Bill  until  t<^morrow. 

Sir  it.  Fed  pressed  the  necessity  of  giv- 
ing time  for  consideration. 

air.  WkUbread  represented  the  childish- 
noM  of  any  delajf  which  would  be  insuffi- 
cient for  the  attainment  of  the  wtshed-for 
object.  The  right  hon.  gent,  after  speak* 
ing  in  snch  high  terms,  the  other  day,  of 
the  trade  and  revenues  of  the  country, 
BOW  confessed  that  America  and  the  ports 
of  the  continent  were  so  hermetically  seal- 
ed against  our  trade*  that  even  were  all 
the  duties  taken  off  cotton  wool,  not  a 

?afd  more  would  be  sold  than  at  present 
'kings  could  not  contil^ue  long  thus. 
iJome  convulsion  must  soon  happen,  whe- 
ther triumpbant  to  this  country  or  to  the 
enemy  he  would  not  anticipate ;  bui  if  all 
the  ports  of  the  continent  were  open  to 
British  mano&otores,  still  it  would  be 
fimnd  that,  owing  to  our  injudicious  mea- 
mres,  America  was  able  to  aupply  herself. 
Mr.  Rote  contended  that  he  had  given 
anffictent  noticeof  the  introduction  of  this 
measure.  America  had  over  and  over 
Ofain  imposed  duties  on  British  manufac* 
tniea.  ,  This  country  had  shewn  great  for* 
in  thai  fespect;  and  the  preeent 


measure  was  for  the  pmrpeee  of  encenrag* 
ing  our  own  shipping. 

After  a  few  wovds  from  Mr.  Baring,  the 
Committee  on  the  Bill  was  postponed  to 
Friday,  and  the  Bill  was  ordered  to  be 
printed* 


ROUSE  or   COMMOVS. 

THicfMiay,  il/qy  25. 

PaviTioif  or  THE  RoTAL  Camai.  Ceasr 
PAVY  III  Ieblano  vob  RELiar.]  Mr.  Fq$» 
ter  presented  a  Petition  from  the  Royal 
Canal  Company  of  Ireland,  praying  for 
relief  from  their  embarrassments,  in  any 
manner  which  the  House  pleased  to  adopt 

The  Speaker  inquired  wkether  the  Pe* 
tition,  being  an  application  for  pecuniary 
relief,  came  recommended  in  the  usual 
manner? 

Mr.  Secretary  Bjfder  signified  the  as* 
sent  of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent 

Sr  J,  Neofori  expressed  his  determina* 
tion  to  oppose  the  prayer  of  the  Petition, 
on  account  of  the  conduct  of  the  com- 
pany, who  had  aquandered  their  money 
unnecessarily. 

Mr.  Foeier  observed,  he  merely  would 
move  that  the  Petition  should  lie  on  the 
uble,  without  pledging  himself  as  to  his 
future  conduct 

Mr.  W.  Pole  sUted,  that  documenta 
would  be  presented  to  the  House,  which 
would  afford  every  information  on  the 
subject,  particularly  the  Report  of  the 
Commiittonersof  Inland  Navigation  in  Ire* 
land,  to  whom  the  inspection  of  the  aflaim 
of  the  company  had  been  referred. 

The  Petition  was  then  read,  seuingforth: 
**  That  in  the  29th  year  of  his  present 
Majesty's  reign,  several  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  of  distinction  in  Ireland^  anxiooa 
ror  the  improvemont  of  their  country,  pro* 
posed  to  become  undertakers  of,  aiia  to 
subscribe  .large  sums  of  money  for  com* 
feting  a  navigable  canal  from  Dublin  to 
Tarmonbory,  on  the  river  Sbannom  a  dis- 
tance of  about  70  miles ;  and  that,  from 
the  plans,  levels,  and  estimates,  made  at 
their  desire  by  the  persons  then  generally 
reputed  most  skilful  in  such,  matters,  they 
were  induced  to  believe  that  their  said 
scheme  might  be  carried  into  execution 
for  a  sum  of  SOO^OOO/. ;  and  that,  for  an 
object  of  so  great  public  utility,  it  waa 
conceived  reasonable  to  solicit  the  sanc- 
tion and  aid  of  the  legislature ;  and  ac** 
cordingly,  in  the  said  year,  petitions  werv 
presented  to  both  Housea  ef  Padiament^ 
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^xibtcribcd  by  many  of  the  6rsl  names  in 
the  land,  offering,  on  behalf  of  themselves 
and  others,  to  engage  in  this  great  under- 
taking, from  whence  the  population,^the 
commerce,  the  agricalture,and  the  wealth 
of  the  country  were  likely  to  derive  so 
▼ast  an  increase ;  stating  the  line  and  level 
by  which  they  conceived  the  plan  might 
be  accomplished,  and  praying  some  aid 
from  the  revenues  of  the  nation  which 
was  so  much  interested  in  the  event;  and 
that  there  was  then  in  Ireland  a  company 
incorporated  some  time  before  under  the 
name  of  the  Grand  Canal  Company,  for 
the  purpose  of  conducting, a  navigable 
canal  from  Dublin  to  a  more  southern  part 
of  the  same  river,  a  work  in  which  they 
had  then  made  some  progress  ;  and  that 
the  members  of  that  company,  alarmed  at 
the  idea  of  competition,  petitioned  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  against  the  propos- 
ed undertaking,  as  an  encroachment  on 
that  monopoly,  the  hope  of  which,  as  they 
alledged,  had  induced  theoi  to  procieed  so 
far ;  and  that  the  matter  of  both  the  said 
petitions  was  much  canvassed  in  parlia- 
ment ;  and  to  the  objection  made  by  the 
Grand  Canal  Company  it  was  answered, 
that  the  bhannon  was  a  river  6f  vast  extent, 
flowing  through  countries  of  great  fertility, 
abounding  with  mines  of  various  descrip- 
tions, and  wanting  nothing  but  facility  of 
conveyance  to  diffuse  wealth  and' industry 
over  the  naition  ;  that  nature  has  divided 
this  sreat  river  into  two  tracts  of  perhaps 
equal  value,  separated  from  each  other  by 
a  lake  called  Lough  Ree,  into  which  the 
river  spreads,  and  of  which  the  navigation 
has  too  much  of  difficulty  and  danger  for 
river-boats  to  encounter  ;  that  the  Grand 
Canal  would  connect  the  southern  tract  with 
the  metropolis  and  the  coast  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, while  the  proposed  navigation  would 
afford  the  same  advantages  to  the  northern 
part  of  the  river,  and  thus,  without  hasard 
of  competition,  an  object  was  held  forth 
to  each  sufficient  to  excite  their  seal  and 
industry,  and,  by  means  of  both,  a  com- 
plete system  of  internal  communication 
would  be  farmed  to  the  unspeakable  ad- 
vantage of  the  Gountrv  ;  al\er  a  full  con* 
iideration  of  the  subject,  the  legislature 
decided  in  favour  of  the  proposed  canal  to 
Tarmonbory  ;  and  by  an  act  then  passed, 
29  Geo.  3,  c.  33.  for  the  promotion  and  en* 
couragement  of  inland  navigation,  amongst 
several  clauses  of  a  similar  nature,  a  sum 
of  60,000/.  was  granted  under  the  terms 
tiicrain  mentioned  to  such  persons  as  were 
•r  should  be  undertakers  for  completing 
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the  said  canal ;  and  that,  by  his  Majesty  V 
royal  letters  patent,  bearing  date  at  Dub« 
lin  the  1st  day  of  October,  in  the  29tb 
year  of  his  Majesty's  reign,  several  noble* 
men  and  gentlemen,  by  name*  and  all 
such  persons  as  then  had  or  thereafter 
should  have  any  share  in  the  joint  stock 
therein  mentioned,  were  incorporated  in 
the  usual  form  under  the  name  of  the  Royal 
Canal  Company  ;  end  it  was  thereby  pro* 
videid,  that  their  capital  stock  should  be 
200,000/.,  to  wit,  66,000/.  so  granted, 
and  134,000/.  to  be  subscribed  by  the 
individual  members,  who  were  thereby 
empowered  to  complete  the  said  naviga* 
tion  from  certain  parts  of  Dublin  therein- 
specified  to  or  near  Tarnionbury  aforesaid 
by  a  line  to  be  carried  on  through  or  near 
Kilcock,  Kinnegad,  and  MuUingar,  and 
for  that  purpose  to  purchase  and  hold  all 
such  lands,  buildings,  goods,  and  chattels, 
as  should  be  necessary,  and  to  alien  or  sell 
the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  at  their 
pleasure ;  and  that  it  having  been  found, 
on  examination,  that  the  course  prescribed 
by  the  said  charter  was  ineligible,  and  that 
some  farther  powers  were  necessary,  an- 
act  was  in  the  ensuing  year  (30  Geo.  3, 
c.  20]  passed  in  the  said  parliament^  in- 
tituled* '*  An  act  for  the  better  enabling 
the  Royal  Canal  Company  to  carry  on 
and  complete  the  Royal  Canal  from  the 
city  of  Dublin  to  Tarmonbury  on  theTiver 
Shannon,"  whereby  a  new  line  is  pre> 
scribed  for  the  said  canal  in  Dublin  and 
the  parts  near  thereto ;  and  the  said  canal 
is  directed  to  be  carried  on  to  or  near  Tar* 
monbury  by  a  line  near  L^ican,  Leixlip, 
Maynooth,  Kilcock,  Kinnegad,  and  MoU 
lingar,  still  adhering  to  Tarmonbury  as 
the  ultimate  destination,  and  guarding  the 
rights  of  the  Grand  Canal  Company  by  a, 
clause  prohibiting  any  approach  within  a 
shorter  distance  than  lour  miles  from  their 
canal,  but  with  that  restriction,  leaving  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Royal  Canal  Company 
those  deviations  which  unforeseen  circum* 
stances  might  from  time  to  time  suggest ; 
and  that  the  Royal  Canal  was  shortJv  afker 
begun  near  the  circular  road  of  iJoblio,- 
and  carried  on  in  the  direction  appointed, 
but  before  it  had  extended  any  considera* 
hie  distance  the  whole  of  the  200,00af« 
was  expended;  and  that,  although  the 
original  estimates  thus  plainly  appeared 
to  have  been  fisllacious,  it  was  a  fallacy  in 
which  the  company  had  no  other  concern 
than  the  misfortune  of  being  the  principal 
softren  by  it,  the  expenditure,  (whioh 
alone  was  tneir  p^vin^),  bad  been  tulkm 
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fally  Diftda ;  and  lo  plain  did  tbit  appear^ 
that*  nnder  the  provisions  of  an  act  made 
in  the  year  179S,  a  farther  sum  of  25,000/. 
was  advanced  as  a  loan  by  the  public  to 
the  company*  on  the  terms  of  their  bind- 
ing* themselves  by  recognizance  to  com* 
plete  their  canal  to  Thomastown*  a  dis- 
tance from  Dublin  of  S9  miles ;  and  that* 
after  expending  on  the  works  the  said 
sum  of  25*000^  and  a  further  sum  of 
90*0001.  raised  by  the  company  for  the 
purpose*  ttasy  onte  more  round  them- 
selves in  want  of  money  to  enable  them 
to  proceed  ;  and  that*  for  obtaining  such 
money,  the  first  expedient  which  occurred 
vras  an  application  for  aid  to  the  direc- 
tors general*  at  whose  disposal  a  sum  of 
500*000/.  bad  been  then  recently  placed  by 
the  legislature  for  the  advancement  of  in- 
land navigation  in  Ireland ;  and  that  the 
directors  general*  conceiving  themselves 
bound  to  obtain  the  best  terms  in  their 
po^ver  for  the'  public*  proposed  to  grant  a 
sum  of  95,806/.  7«.  \0d,  to  the  company 
on  the  terms  of  their  reducing  for  ever 
the  tolls  of  their  canal  in  no  instance  less 
than  one  third*  on  some  specified  articles 
two  thirds*  and  on  potatoes  brought  from 
Dublin  no  less  than  five  sixths  of  the 
former  rate ;  it  was  fisrther  required  that 
the  company  should,  engage  to  extend 
their  canal  at  both  its-  extremities*  so  as 
to  have  it  complete  from  the  river  LifTey 
and  Constitution  hill*  in  the  city  of  Dublin, 
lo  the  town  of  Coolnahay :  and  that  a  cut 
should  be  made  from  the  canal  lo  com- 
municate with  Lough  Owell*  a  body  of 
the  purest  water*  no  situate  as  to  eom- 
n&and  the  summit  level,  and  sufficient  to 
supply  the  whole  canal  from  Dublin  to 
Tarmonbury,  and  so  extensive*  that  it  has 
since  enabled  them  permanently  to  sup- 
ply the  pipes  by  which  the  northern  half 
of*^ Dublin  is  provided  with  water:  this 
proposal  was  accepted ;  the  terms  were 
reduced  into  the  form  of  a  contract, 
which  bears  date  November  3d  1801*  and 
that  contract  has  been  completely  ful- 
filled* on  the  28th  day  of  December  in 
the  yew  1808*  the  whole  of  the  works 
so  stipulated  was  complete*  which  wax 
done  at  an  expence*  not  of  the  said  sum 
of  95*86f/.  7s.  \0d.  but  of  considerably 
more  than  200*000/. ;  and  that,  to  make 
up  that  sum*  and  many  others  expended 
on  the  works  at  different  times*  the  cor- 
poration raised  money  on  debenture!i ; 
that  in  all  the  debentuEes  so  issued  pre- 
vious to  the  year  1798*  the  principal  sums 
raiied  with  interest  thereon^  at  6  per  cent 


were  made  charges  and  liens  on  the  tolls 
and  all  other  estates  of  the  Company^  but 
all  debentures  issued  by  the  said  com- 
pany sAer  that  year*  were  in  the  nature 
of  perpetual  annuities  charged  on  the  tolls 
and  other  property ;  from  the  general 
confidence  in  their  future  welfare*  the  sum 
required  was  always  procured  without  dif- 
ficulty, in  whatever  form  the  debentures 
were  prepared ;  and  that  the  loss  sus- 
tained by  the  reduction  of  tolls  above- 
mentioned  amounted  in  the  year  1 809  to 
no  less  a  sum  than  4*303/.  8s.  5|£/.;  to 
what  extent  it  may  hereafter  increase,  by 
the  advancement  of  wealth  and  inter- 
course, cannot  now  be  calculated,  but 
even  at  the  present  rate  the  sum  received 
by  the  company  does  not  amount  to  22 
years  purchase  of  the  income  thus  extin- 
guished  for  ever ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
therefore  presume  to  consider  this  trans- 
action not  as  a  gift  to  them*  but  as  a  bar* 
gain  in  which  a  permanent  benefit  to  the 
public  has  been  purchased  by  the  direc- 
tors general*  at  a  price  certainly  not  above 
its  value ;  and  that  the  canal  having  been 
thus  extended  to  Coolnahay,  a  distance  of 
46  miles  from  Dublin*  it  remained  that 
the  company  should  take  measures  for  the 
continuation  of  it  to  Tarmonbury,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  their  charter,  ot 
the  acts  of  parliament  abovementioned* 
and  of  many  others  since  made  from  time 
to  time  for  the  regulation  or  aid  of  the 
company;  for  thin  purpose  they  caused 
the  most  exact  surveys  and  estimates  to 
be  prepared  of  the  difit' rent  possible  linea^ 
by  all  which  it  appeared,  that  to  complete 
the  canal  in  the  direction  first  suggested 
would  require  a  sum  of  3K),526/.  1 5s,  MtL 
and  a  pepiod  of  ten  years ;  that  by  turning 
from  that  course  nearTinnelick,  and  going 
a  little  farther  to  the  southward*  a  new 
line  might  be  followed,  which,  without 
deviating  in  any  part  more  than  a  mile 
from  the  former,  should  return  to  it  at 
Mosstown,  not  more  than  nine  miles  from 
the  commencement  of  the  deviation,  and 
according  to  which  the  whole  might  be 
cempleted  for  a  sum  of  1  U6,0i>lL  \6$.  l\d, 
and  in  about  three  years,  being  a  saving, 
by  means  of  this  small  alteration*  of  seven 
years  in  time*  and  of  no  less  than  1 54,437/. 
19s.  in  money;  and  that  it  was  suggested 
that  the  Coropsny  might  perhaps  find  some 
mode  of  reaching  the  Shannon  by  a  Canat 
fairther  to  the  northward*  which  being  so 
much  more  distant  from  the  Grand  Canal* 
might  diminish  at  least,  if  not  remove^  a 
competition  injurious,  as  it  was  said,  tn 
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botb ;  Mi4  ibftl  Ibe  p«iitioo«ni  accordmgljr 
4tfe9todi  i«nr«y«  to  be  made  witb  a  view 
tD  tbaiobjcGl,  though  ^^ertainly  witb  iiale, 
if9ny,  hope  as  to  ibe  event,  eoe»e  of  the 
yetitiooera  well  renieioberiog*  and  the  reat 
(^fdiieio  folly  believiag,  that  that  natter 
bed  beea  carefully  coosidered  previous  to 
(Aia  farmatioD  of  the  Compauy*  or  to  the 
eharter  and  acta  of  ParUameiit»  bv  all  of 
Which  they  had  beeo  directed  to  'Tarmon- 
bury  ;  aod  that  accordingly  it  turned  out 
tbat  the  abortest  practicable  line  which 
0»uld  be  feood  farther  t^  the  north,  waa 
we  turning  off  from  the  preaent  Canal 
near  the  twentieth  leek,  about  Si  miles 
from  Dublin,  and  reaching  the  Shannon  at 
•Soosky,  which  would  leave  many  miles  of 
the  Canal  already  made  almost  uselessi 
and  would  re<}oire  a  sum  of  497,746/.  12s. 
Id.  and  a  period  of  15  years  to  complete 
it;  and  that  the  petitioners  had  no  funds 
Ibr  the  execution  of  any  of  those  works, 
and  therefore  applied  for  aid  once  more  to 
thedirectors  general,  communicating  at  the 
aame  time  the  result  of  the  difierent  sur« 
veys ;  and  that  the  directors  general,  hav- 
ing examined  carefully  the  several  plans 
ab^ve- mentioned,  paiurally  preferred  that 
which  could  be  executed  at  the  emallest 
price  and  in  the  shortest  time,  but  not  hav- 
ing funds  sufficient  for  the  entire  even  of 
that  line,  desired  that  the  Company  should 
lay  before  them  a  proposal  for  proceeding 
as  far  as  Ballymahon,  ou  the  line  so  pre- 
ibrred  ;  this  being  accordingly  done,  the 
estimate  amounted  to  above  ]Od,038/.  U. 
3d. ;  and  that  the  Grand  Canal  Company, 
having  heard  of  the  above  circumstances, 
presented  a  petition  to  the  directors  gene- 
ral, complaining  that  the  Royal  Caaal  had 
from  the  beginning  been  an  injury  to  them, 
and  an  encroachmeot  on  their  monopoly, 
but  that  of  late,  by  its  extension  and  the 
reduction  of  its  tolls,  it  bad  ooerated  to 
their  prejudice  with  increased  effect;  and 
that  by  coming  nearer  to  them,  it  must  be 
still  more  injurious,  and  praying  thai  no 
assistance  should  be  given  to  the  peti- 
tionersfrom  the  public  money,  unless  they 
would  agree  to  proceed  in  a'diraction  far^ 
tber  to  the  northward  ;    and  that  the  di- 
rectors general  conceived  that  the  origi- 
nal question  between  the  two  couipMies  bad 
been  long  since  disposed  of  by  supreaie 
anthority,  that  a  reduction  of  tolls,  p«r- 
ohased  for  the  public  benefiti^eHid  witb 
the  public  money,  ought  not  to  bar  turned 
to  the  injury  of  the  petitioners,  .or  made 
the  ground  for  withholding  any  gnmtthey 
asight  otherwise  be  entitlad  to4   sind  that 
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the  mera  circomifiaoce  of  the  Uae 
proachioff  nearer  to  the  Grand  Cana4  by  « 
siiigle  mile  could  not  b?  considered  aa  n 
sufficient  reason  for  the  refusal  of  aU  aid^ 
mora  especiaJly  as  the  distance  betweeis 
the  two  canals  woold  still  be -SO  miles,  five 
times  as  great  as  that  wbich  the  Wgialatora 
had  though  proper  to  preicribe  as  the 
limit;  and  that,  when  the  Boyal  Canal 
should  have  reached  the  Shannon,  to 
which  the  Grand  Canal  had  aJready 
arrived,  the  profits  which  both  eompaniea 
might  be  expected  soon  to  derive  from  the 
di&rent  tracts  of  that  great  river,  wit4i 
which  they  must  respectively  cemmuni** 
cate,  would  extinguish  all  competition  be* 
tween  them ;  and  that  the  directors  ge- 
neral accordingly  ordered  to  the  peti- 
Uoners  the  sum  of  71,002/.  Oi.  lOd.  on  th« 
terms  of  their  contracting  to  complete  the 
Canal  to  Ballymahon,  which  order  waa 
duly  approved  of  according  to  the  act  of 
Parliament ;  and  that,  on  an  appeal  from 
this  order,  the  lord  lieutenant  and  council 
were  pleased  to  reverse  it,  as  tending  to 
the  injury  of  the  Grand  Canal  Company^ 
an  opinion  founded,  as  the  petitionera 
humbly  conceive,  not  on  the  small  devia* 
tion  above-mentioDed,  but  on  a  general 
view  of  the  consequences  expected  to  &1« 
low  from  a  conunuation  of  the  Royal 
Canal  in  any  line  lesding  so  far  to  the 
southward  as  Tarmonbury ;  and  tbetth* 
petitioners  therefore  consider  it  as  now 
finally  determined,  that  they  most  either 
renounce  all  pretensions  to  aid  from  cba 
directors  general,  or  adopt  the  line  t# 
RooAy,  which  no  aid  within  the  power  of 
that  board  could  enable  them  to  accom* 
plisb  ;  and  that  tfae  petitioners  bow  willi 
the  hymblest  deference  to  the  judgment  of 
the  lord  lieutenant  and  council,  and  make 
no  doubt  that  the  petitionera  must  havo 
flattered  themselves  with  ill4buBded 
bopeSf  but  they  hambly  submit  that  tbejr 
were  led  into  this  error  by  a  combinatioa 
of  various  circumstances,  and  of  high  an* 
thorities;  that  their  original  undertaking 
was  ssnctioned  by  the  legislature  of  Ire* 
land,  and  though  the  Grand  Canal  Com* 
pany,  in  their  letter  to  the  directors  gene* 
ral,  more  than  insinuate  that  that  waa 
chiefly  effected  by  Ifae  influence  of  those 
concerned,  the  petitioners  cannot  deem 
so  unworthily  of  the  constituted  autheritiea, 
as  to  suppose  that  the  great  council  of  the 
nation  was  led  from  its  duty  by  peraooal 
consideration  for  them;  and  that,  from 
the  commencemeot  of  the  Royal  Canal  la 
bouo  every  step  of  its  prccresa  waa 
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approf  e4  by  tbe  botrd  of  Inland  Nsri^ 
« tion,  and  though  the  inipiitatic«i  of  partia- 
lity has  been  cael  on  that  board  also  from 
•  the  same  qoarter^  yet  the  petitioners  oun- 
not  cooceive  that  names  so  high  and  hon-> 
onrabie  stand  in  need  of  any  vindication : 
and  that  evco  the  Grand  Canal  Company 
contributed  to  tbe  error  into  which  tlie 
petitioners  hare  fallen,  as  tbey  looked  in 
silence  on  the  contract  of  1801,  by  which 
the  petitioners  were  bound  to  proceed  to 
Ooolnahay,  far  from  the  line  which  leads 
to  the  northward,  and  also  to  red  ace  their 
tolls,  a  circnmatance  which  is  now  com* 
plained  of  as  so  ruinous  to  the  Grand 
Canal,  though  the  injury,  if  any,  has  hap- 
pened by  means  which  were  the  natural 
consequence  of  the  reduction,  add  as  suoh 
must  baire  been  then  foreseen,  to  which  it 
is  not  immaterial  to  add,  that  the  Grand 
Canal  Company  had  then  the  same  rights 
of  petitioning  and  appealing  which  they 
have  now  exerted  with  efiecc^  as  the  whole 
treaty  was  founded  on  an  advance  of 
money  out  of  the  same  pablic  fond ;  so 
that  iimav  perhaps  not  be  too  much  to  in- 
fer that  the  Grand  Canal  Company  wil* 
lingly  permitted  the  petitioners  to  advance 
to  Coolnahay,  several  miles  out  of  the  line 
now  soggested,  in  the  hope  that,  after  such 
a  waste  of  theirtime,  their  money  and  their 
credit,  a  blow  given  to  them  most  be 
mortal ;  and  that,  whether  this  was  so  de- 
signed  or  not,  its  effects  have  been  such  as 
to  redoce  the  petitioners  to  the  necessity 
of  now  bringing  forward  a  statement  of 
their  present  condition,  and  of  imploring 
the  interference  of  the  House  in  their  fa* 
vour;  and  that  the  petitioners  have,  as 
already  mentioned,  completed  their  Canal 
to  a  distance  of  46  miles;  that  in  so  doing 
they  have  expended,  with  diligence  and 
fidelity,  the  original  sobscriptioB  of 
154,000/.,  the  grant  then  made  of  66,000/., 
the  farther  sum  of  38,964/.  raised  by  an 
increase  of  their  stock,  the  loan  of 
95,000/.,  the  sum  of  93,866/.  7s.  \0d.  pur- 
chased by  the  redaction  of  thek  tolls,  and 
divers  sums  raised  by  them  on  debentures, 
as  above  mentioned,  at  several  times,  for 
no  lem  an  amount  than  842,550/. ;  that 
tbey  are  still  at  a  considerable  disunce 
from  the  river  Shannon,  from  whence  their 
chief  profits  were  expected  to  arise,  and 
have  no  funds  to  enable  them  to  arrive  at 
it;  and  that  the  general  confidence  in 
their  future  prosperity  has  hitherto  afford^ 
ed  the  petitioners  great  facility  in  raising 
flBonay,  and,  looking  with*  connidence  to  an 
inoiBase  off  mcome  sufficient  to  answer  all 
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demands,  they  oonsidered  tbemselirea  wdHi 
warranted  in  accepting  the  sums  thna- 
freely  advanced;  but  thehr  hopes  of 
reaching  the  river  Shannon  are  new  at  ais 
end ;  without  efiecting  that  object  ibey 
see  no  prospect  of  any  considerabie  isp* 
crease  to  their  tolls;  and  at  present  the 
whole  income  of  the  peti^oiimts  liltle 
more  than  suffietent  to  defrty  tiM  necea* 
sary  charges  of  tbeir  establishment ;  and 
that  the  stodEhoUera  of  the  Royal  Canal 
Company  amount  to  no  less  than  28^  per- 
sons; that  it  is  now  nM^re  than  20f  years 
since  those  persons  and  tbeir  predecessora 
advanced  to  tbe  funds  of  the  Company 
Buon  amounting  to  172,954/.^  which  in  so 
great  n  length  of  time  has  produced  to 
them  little  more  than  the  common  interest 
of  their  money  for  a  sragle  year,ins(mrach, 
that  every  holder  of  stock  to  the  amount 
of  100/.  is  at  this  day  a  loser  in  money 
alone  to  the  amount  of  250L ;  and  now, 
afier  so  great  privation^  and  after  so 
many  years  of  unremitting  attention  to 
the  business  of  the  Company  and  of  the 
public,  they  find  tbetnselves  berafk  of  the 
iiope  which  sustained  them,  and  consigned 
to  the  wearisome  office  off  directing  re* 
pairs,  scrutiniaing  accounts,  and  regale^ 
ting  the  details  of  an  income  that  is  nearly 
exhausted  in  the  e^cpence  of  collecting  it; 
and  that  however  gloomy  this  picture  may 
be,  the  calamitous  situation  of  the  creditoie 
of  the  Company  presentsnot  a  more  cheer* 
iitg  aspect;  payments  of  interest  and  an- 
nuities have  been  hitherto  indeed  regu^ 
larly  made,  by  reason  of  which  circom^ 
stance  and  of  the  general  confidence  in  the 
future  prosperity  of  mland  navigations  the 
debemures  of  the  Company  have  been 
sought  for  with  avidity  by  all  those  to 
whom  punctuality  of/ipayment  is  of  the 
greatest  importance,  "fiy  unmarried  won 
men,  by  the  aged  and'  infirm,  the  orphan, 
and  the  widow ;  many  of  them  have  en^ 
trusted  the  whole  of  their  little  propertiea 
on  this  secority,  and  the  eagerness  of  com- 
petition with  which  payment  is  sought  for 
as  soon  as  due  i»  tfto  strongest  proof  of  ice 
importance  to  the  holders  of  the  deb€n* 
tures;  and  when,  itf^refore,  it  is  con* 
sidered,  that  the  sutdtso  due  for  interest 
and  annuities  amoent  to  no  less  than 
49,824/.  lOr.  yearly,  end  that  without 
the  aid  of  tbe  Hoi^*,Hhe  whole  must  from 
this  moment  cease>  it  i^  Impossible  to  think 
without  horror,  on  (jhe  extentof  misery  that 
may  ensue,  and  thkt  amidst  this  scene  of 
calamity  the  public  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Dublin  alone  have  profited  ^  the  nnder* 
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taking,  the  coantry  has  a  canal  of  perfect 
construction  amply  supplied  with  water, 
communicating  with  ihe  capital  and  the 
aea,  extending  more  than  40  miles  through 
tracts  of  the  highest  fertility,  and  sub« 
ject  to  tolla  so  low  as  to  be  no  obstruction 
to  trade  or  intercourse,  and  Dublin  has  for 
its  pipes  an  abundant  supply  of  the  purest 
water ;  and  that  the  petitioners  therefore 
in  their  distress  ha?e  this  consolation,  that 
their  time  and  labour,  though  lost  to  tbero- 
•elves  and  their  families,  have  not  been 
unprofitable  to  their  country;  and  that 
the  petitioners  having  now  no  other  re* 
fuge,  humbly  beg  leave  to  approach  the 
House  with  this  representation  of  their 
caae,  and  to  implore  from  its  humanity 
and  wisdom  such  relief  as  may  seem  meet, 
the  petitioners  hereby  ofifering  to  accede 
to  any  terms  that  may  be  thought  reason- 
able ;  if  the  House  shall  deem  it  proper 
that  the  northern  line  leading  to  Roosky, 
or  any  other  line  of  camu  should  be 
adopted,  and  are  disposed  to  defray  the 
expense  of  it,  the  Royal  Canal  Company 
are  willing  to  devote  to  it  their  time,  in- 
dustry, and  experience ;  but  in  that  case, 
they  presume,  they  will  not  be  thought 
moreasonable  in  hoping  that  the  payment 
t>f  the  annuities  secured  by  their  deben- 
turei,  together  with  the  necessary  ex- 
penses of  the  establishment!  may  be  pro- 
vided for  by  the  public  until  the  funds  of 
the  company  shall  be  sufficient  for  that 
purpose ;  aiid  that  if  on  the  other  h^d  ft 
ahall  be  thought  more  advisable  that  the 
Royal  Canal  should  become  public  pro* 
perty,  and  bf  placed  under  the  manage- 
ment of  public  officers,  the  petitioners  are 
ready  to  accede  thereto  on  such  terms  as 
may  be  agreed  on ;  and  therefore  pray- 
ing, su^h  relief  in  the  premises  as  to  tne 
House  shall  seem  fit/' 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  do  lie 
upon  the  table. 

AaMY  Unclaimed  Paiza  Mombt  Bill.] 
Mr.  Long  presenied  to  the  House,  "  an 
Account  of  the  several  soms  of  money  re- 
oetved  from  the  Army  Price  Agenu  by 
the  deputy  treasurer  of  Chelsea  hospital, 
under  the'authority  of  the  acu  of  the  45th 
and  49th  of  bis  present  Majesty,  specify- 
ing the  dates  of  the  capture,  the  dates 
of  the  general  distribution  to  the  captors, 
and  when  paid  into  Chelsea  hospital,  with 
the  appropriation  of  the  several  sums,  to 
Ihe  24th  of  March  1811/'  He  then 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  alter 
and  amend  the  49th  of  bb  Msjesty,  which 


had  been  enacted  for  the  purpose  of  alW 
fording  every  opportunity  to  the  soldier 
to  procure  his  Prize  Money,  which,  if  not 
claimed  within  a  certain  time,  went  to 
the  chest  of  Chelsea  hospital.  In  conse« 
quence  of  that  Act,  2S0,000i.  which  had 
been  in  the  hands  of  agents,  was  paid  into 
the  hospital.  As  much  of  that  money  had 
been  acquired  in  the  early  part  of  the 
war,  in  the  years  1793  and  1794,  it  was 
very  probable  that  it  would  never  be 
claimed.  It  was  therefore  considered 
proper  that  instead  of  permitting  it  to  re- 
main useless,  the  public  service  should  bo 
benefited  by  it,  taking  care  that  sufficient 
provision  should  be  made  to  discharge 
any  claims  which  might  hereafter  be  made 
on  this  fund.  This  regulation  would 
render  necessary  a  number  of  new  clauses^ 
which  were  as  follow;  1st,  to  indemnify 
the  treasurer  for  any  sums  paid  out  of  the 
unclaimed  prize  money  tor  the  public 
service ;  2d,  to  enable  him  to  pay  sums 
under  20i.  without  obliging  the  party 
cjaiming  to  administer  to  the  person  de* 
ceased,  the  expenses  of  admintstering 
being  so  great,  as  in  many  instances,  to 
deter  individuals  from  claiming  small 
sums ;  3d,  to  enable  the  treasurer  to  direct 
precepts  to^rmy  paymasters  who  had  not 
distributed  the  sums  entrusted  to  them; 
4th,  to  permit  the  treasurer  to  pay  prize 
money  to  the  representatives  of  foreign  soU 
diers,  in  the  British  service,  who  had  died 
intestate,  without  calling  on  them  to  ad- 
minister, and  5tb,  to  authorise  an  account 
to  be  laid  before  parliament,  at  stated 
periods,  of  the  unclaimed  army  prize  nio« 
nay.— Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the 
Bill. 

StaTB  op  THsTaBATaSS  OF  TUB  Mb- 

TaoPOLis.]  Mr.  Tajflor  prefaced  his  mo* 
tion  upon  t^e  present  state  of  the  Theatrea 
in  the  Metropolis  with  a  few  observations, 
which  were  scarcely  audible  in  the  gaU 
lery.  He  stated  that  before  they  pro* 
ceeded  to  consider  next  session  the  pro- 
priety of  erecting  an  additional  Theatre. 
It  was,  he  thought,  desirable  that  they 
should  in  the  interim  endeavour  to  ascer- 
tain the  existing  sute  of  the  drama,  ae 
well  as  the  privileges  exercised  by  the 
present  theatres,  to  the  monopoly  of  ex- 
clusive departments  in  the  drama.  He 
did  not  mean  at  present  to  go  into  any 
sort  of  detailed  reasoning  upon  the  ques- 
tion. The  abstract  principle  upon  which 
bis  motion  and  all  similar  applications* 
were  grotuided«  was  this  simple  propoiw 
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twil,  nmiiie1y«  that  the  innocent  tnd  in- 
structive annnement  of  the  poblic  was  in 
itaeir  a  good,  that  to  that  good  the  pablic 
bad  jfrima  facie  an  unquestionable  right, 
and  that  no  restrictions  should  be  put  upon 
the  enjoyment  of  that  right,  but  upon  co- 
pent  reasons  for  so  doing,  and  that  any 
extraordinary  restriction  could  only  be 
justified  upon  the  grounds  of  absolute  ne- 
cessity, or  those  of  a  political  expediency, 
tendered  by  circumstances  nearly  as  ob- 
ligatory. The  investigation  he  now  in- 
tended to  move  for  became  the  more 
necessary  on  account  of  the  mummeries 
now  exhibiting  in  some  of  the  theatres, 
which  indeed  called  for  the  interposition 
of  that  House,  as  having  so  direct  a  ten- 
dency to  deprave  the  taste  and  injure  the 
morals  of  the  people,  and  which  ought  of 
necessity  to  be  put  down.  He  did  not  mean 
that  his  present  motion  should  interfere  at 
all  with  the  interests  of  the  renters  in  the 
late  Drory-lane  theatre.  He  then  moved. 
That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  present 
state  of  the  Dramatic  and  Scenic  Repre- 
sentation at  the  Theatres  in  this  metro- 
polis, together  with  the  grounds  and  na- 
ture of  the  privileges  and  immunities 
claimed  by  the  several  Theatres,  and  the 
restraints  imposed  thereby  upon  the  amuse- 
nients  of  the  public. 

Mr.  Wkitbread  was  greatly  surprised 
that  the  hon.  member  should  make  such 
a  motion  after  what  had  so  lately  passed, 
or  that  he  could  find  any  one  to  second  his 
motion.  Now,  that  the  accounts  of  Drury- 
lane  theatre  were  nearly  disentangled,  the 
proprietors  satisfied,  and  a  new  scheme 
for  re-building  it  in  fuU  progress,  it  was 
strange  that  an  hon.  member  should  think 
he  hitd  found  oat  the  proper  time  for 
(browing  the  whole  into  confusion.  He 
was  quite  sure  the  hon.  member  did  not 
mean  to  exhibit  any  hostility  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  sufferers  at  Drury-lane,  but 
he  must  have  been  conscious  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  abstract  merits  of  any  question  touch* 
ittg  the  monopoly,  must  tend  to  throw  cold 
water  upon  the  present  public  inclination 
to  the  undertaking.  If  it  was  objected 
that  there  were  not  theatres  enough,  why 
act  wait  for  the  re-building  of  Drury-lane, 
and  then  ascertain  whether  more  were 
wanted  ?  A  misconception  had  goneabroad 
felaiive  to  the  nature  of  the  Drury-lane 
patent.  So  well  was  parliament  convinced 
^f  its  solidity,  that  the  subscribers  to  the 
lafoqildtng  were,  by  Ih9  «ct  of  parlianent, 
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enjoined  to  pay  In  the  first  iniltance  a  large 
proportion  for  the  patent.  He  had  no  idea 
that  the  House  could  entertain  the  motion 
after  what  it  had  lately  done,  and  would 
advise  the  honourable  member  to  with- 
draw it. 

Mr.  Taylor,  afler  a  few  words^  consented 
to  withdraw  the  motion. 

East  India  Company's  Bonds  Bill.} 
Mr.  R.  Dundas  moved  the  second  reading 
of  the  East  India  Bonds  Bill. 

Lord  Folkestone  opposed  the  Bill,  which, 
he  contended,  the  present  situation  of  the 
Company's  affUirs  did  not  warrant,  there 
being  at  present  a  balance  of  3,000,0OOL 
against  the  company,  arising  from  bills 
drawn  in  India.  Tiiere  was  a  Committee 
then  sitting  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
into  their  affairs,  and  he  thought  more  in- 
formation should  be  submitted  to  the 
House,  before  they  agreed  to  the  present 
measure. 

Mr.  Wallace  said,  that  whenever  any 
plan  was  proposed  for  the  accommodatioit 
of  the  East  India  Company,  there  was  al- 
ways to  be  found  a  set  of  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  ranged  in  op- 
position against  it.  The  present  Bill  had 
no  other  object  than  to  enable  the  East 
India  Company  to  raise  money  on  theit 
own  credit  in  the  way  ihost  convenient  to 
them. 

Mr.  Creeoey  observed,  it  was  singular 
enough  that  the  company,  when  they  had 
a  revenue  of  seven  millions,  should  have  a 
surplus  of  one  million,  while  now  that  they 
have 'a  revenue  of  fifteen  millions,  the'y 
have  no  surplus.  One  was  at  a  loss  to 
conceive  that  with  so  great  an  increase  of 
revenue,  the  bond  debt  of  the  company 
should  go  on  increasing  as  it  did.  The 
public  ought  to  be  put  in  possession  of  a 
state  of  the  company's  affairs,  as  watf  done 
in  1793.  The  celebrated  Committee  up 
stairs,  which  had  now  sat  for  four  years, 
and  which  during  the  present  Session  had 
not  in  fact  been  occupied  altogether  more 
than  four  hours,  or  six  at  the  utmost,  seem- 
ed to  have  avoided  all  trouble  of  discussion 
of  the  company's  affairs.  Before  such  a 
measure  as  the  hresent  was  allowed  to  pass, 
the  public  ougnt  to  be  put  in  possession  of 
the  true  state  of  the  company's  affairs ;  and 
he  pledged  himself  to  move  Resolutions  of 
fact  on  that  subject  in  a  subsequent  stage 
of  the  Bill,  and  to  prove  that  the  company 
were  actually  six  millions  worse  than  no- 
thing. In  order  to  give  time  for  the  pro- 
duction of  tbd  iofonasttion  on  which  alon# 
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the  present  proceeding  could  be  with  pro-  j  hoit.  gent,  when  he  meant  to  bring  lor* 


priety  founded,  he  moved  as  an  Amend* 
ment,  "  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  t))at  day  se'nnight." 

Mr.  R,  Dundas  said  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Creevey)  had  wandered  quite  away  from 
the  subject  of  debate.    The  question  was, 
whether  the  Company  were  or  were  not  to 
be  allowed  to  raise  two  millions  on  their 
own  credit,  not  to  increase  their  present 
debt,  but  by  borrowing  money  in  England, 
to  enable  them  to  pay  oft*  their  debt  in 
India.     Bills  of  exchange  b^td  been  drawn 
on  the  Directors  from  India,  for  which 
it  was  necessary  that  funds  should  be  pro- 
vided.    The  hon.  gent,  asked  for  more 
explanation,  but  what  more  explanation  was 
in  reality  wanted  ?      It    was  merely    a 
transfer  of  a  sum  from  creditors,  to  whom 
they  were  paying  eight  and  tin  percent,  to 
other  creditors  in  this  country  at 5  percent. 
With  respect  to  the  Committee,  they  had 
reported  fully  on  the  accounts  up  to  1 809, 
and  the  moment   the   accounts   for  the 
ensuing  years  could  be  got  ready,  they 
would  be  submitted  to  the  House.     He 
spoke  of  the  absurdity  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman's treating  the  afiairs  of  a  Company 
in  possession  of  the  revenues  of  an  im- 
mense empire,  as  he  would  treat  the  affairs 
of  a  private  merchant,  maintaining  that  if 
they  -cottlil   not   instantly  pay  oft*  their 
debt,  they  were  to  be  considered  as  bank- 
rupt.    Could  Great  Britain  pay  oft*  her 
debt   instantlv,  and  was   Great   Britain 
to   be   considered,  therefore,  bankrupt? 
But  had  the  Company  means  to  set  against 
their  debt?      He  maintained   they   had, 
and  on   grounds    fully  as  authentic   as 
any   thins  which   he  believed  the  hon. 
gent,  could  produce.    Last  year,  for  in- 
atance,'  there   was  an  estimated  deficit ; 
but  in  place  of  that,  there  was  a  surplus  of 
3  to  400,000/.     Moreover,  th^  interest  of 
the  debt  in  India,  had  been  reduced  by  the 
able  management  of  lord  Minto,  from  8 
or  10  to  6  per  cent,  which  alone  would 
occasion  a  suvinc  of  iiO0,OO0/.    The  hon. 
gent,  had  thought  fit  to  wonder  why  the 
charges  had  not  been   reduced  so  much 
as  they  ought  to  have  been,  though  there 
liad  been  a  peace  of  six  years.    But  the 
establishoxtnt  in  India  had  not  been  re- 
duced;   several    expeditions    had    been 
fitted  out  there,  a  great  part  of  the  ex- 
pence   of  which,  would    fall    upon    the 
East  India  Company;  and  these  had  been 
also    occasional    disturbances    in    India. 
Th^deht  of  the  Company  was  not  now 
wore  than  23  millions*     He   asked   the 
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ward  his  vindictive  motion  a|^inst  the 
Eaut  India  Company,  for  their  breacb 
of  faith  in  making  a  dividend  of  10  per 
cent? 

Mr.  Creevey  said  he  should  not  bring 
forward  his  motion  xWl  tfie  Report  of  the 
right  hon.  gent.,  the  Chairman  of  tho 
Committee,  was  discussed. 

After  a  few  words  from  lord  Archibald 
Hamilton  and  Mr.  Grant,  the  motion  for 
the  second  reading  was  agredd  to  with- 
out a  division. 

British  and  larsH  Militias  Intbh- 
CHANGE  Bill.]  Mr.  Secretary  Ryder 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Militia 
Interchange  Bill.  While  on  his  legs  he 
thought  it  right  to  apprise  the  House  of 
certain  additional  clauses,  which  it  was  hit 
intention  to  move  in  the  Committee. 
These  he  then  communicated  in  subslance 
to  the  House,  and  at  the  same  time  gave 
notice  of  certain  regulations  with  respect 
to  the  pay  of  the  soldiers,  which  be  ba4 
it  in  contemplation  to  move  in  the  Conl* 
mittee  of  Supply. 

Colonel  Sianiof  thought  the  effect  of  the 
measure  would  be  to  throw  the  landed  in- 
terest out  of  the  service,  and  to  create  dis- 
sensions among  the  soldiers.  He  had 
been  once  to  Ireland ;  he  then  wtot  of  his 
own  free  will ;  but  if  this  Bill  were  passed 
he  would  not  go  again.  He  would  be 
most  happy  to  promote  the  interests  of 
Ireland;  but  he  did  not  conceive  he 
should  do  this  by  giving  his  support  to  the 
proposed  arrangement;  and,  thinking  as 
he  did,  that  it  would  be  likely  to  give  a 
death  blow  to  that  constitutional  force, 
which  had  rendered  such  essential  service 
to  the  country,  he  should  conclude  by 
moving  as  an  amendment,  "  That  the  Bill 
be  read  a  second  time  on  that  day  three 
months.'' 

Mr.  Elliot  could  not  see  the  necessity 
of  the  measure,  and  he  must  learn  its  wis- 
dom from  somebody  else*  He  thoogbt 
the  Bill  would  be  apt  to  introduce  an  un* 
soldierly  spirit  into  the  Militia.  An  op« 
tion  of  going  was  to  be  given  as  he  under^ 
stood  the  Bill :  but  this  very  option  was  the 
worst  form  of  making  the  serTke  of  the 
country  acceptable.  The  officers  in  some 
regiments  would  choose  to  go  to  Ireland  ; 
in  others  the  men  would  choose  it ;  and  a 
disagreement  would  arise  between  the  men 
and  their  officers.  The  spirit  of  canvass- 
ing would  be  excited  among  the  soldiers  v 
there  would  be  an  Irish  and  an  Engliati 
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party.  Those  gcnileroen  of  Ireland,  who 
were  roost  necessary  to  such  a  country, 
would  be  taken  away,  and  all  those  in- 
conyeniences  were  to  be  raised  withootthe 
pretence  of  a  necessity.  He  should  vote 
for  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  Famdl  intended  giving  the  Bill  his 
aopport,  if  a  provision  were  made  in  it  for 
securing  the  Catholic  soldier  the  free  en- 
joyment of  his  religion.  If  no  su<^h  pro- 
vision were  made,  he  should  feel  n  bis 
duty  to  oppose  the  measure. 

Lord  A,  Hamilion  objected  to  the  Bill, 
in  as  far  as  it  would  go  still  farthtfr  to 
prevent  qualified  persons  from  accepting 
•f  commissions  in  the  Militia.  A  gradual 
decrease  in  qualified  officers  had  been 
going  on  year  after  year,  and  the  present 
Bill  would  go  to  sweep  off  all  those  below 
the  rank  of  field  ofiicers.  Formerly  bal- 
loted men  bore  a  gr«at  proportion  to  sub- 
stitutes in  the  militia,  now  they  were  not 
as  one  to  ten.  If  we  were  neither  lo  have 
officers  nor  men,  in  this  our  constitutional 
force,  in  the  old  and  constitutional  form, 
it  would  be  better  at  once  to  annihilate  it 
entirely.  He  begged  to  ask  one  question 
of  the  right  honourable  Secretary;  the 
officers  in  the  militia  of  this  country  were 
aubjeci  to  the  Income  Tax;  in  Ireland 
there  was  no  such  tax.  Now,  he  wished 
to  be  informed  if  the  officers  of  the  Irish 
Militia,  who  came  lo  serve  in  this  country, 
were  to  be  exempted  from  this  tax ;  or  if 
Ihey  were  to  come  and  serve  here  with  10 
per  cent,  off  their  income? 
.  Lord  Palmeriion  thought  the  motion  the 
most  important  that  had  been  made  since 
the  Union,  and  could  not  but  think  the 
Union  incomplete  till  it  was  adopted.  The 
aacnrity  it  would  afford  against  invasion 
vras  one  greatobject,  but  that  was  second  in 
importance  to  another  consideration.  The 
immense  advantages  likely  to  result  from 
jta  uniting  all  classes  of  both  countries, 
was  an  object  more  desirable,  and  one 
which,  as  it  was  certain  of  being  attained, 
be  regarded  as  that  which  most  strongly 
recommended  the  adoption  of  the  mea- 
sure. 

I  Mr.  R^tf^Mif  was  convinced  thee&ct 
of  the  measure  would  be  to  take  all  coun- 
try gentlemen  out  of  the  militia.  He 
should  not^  however,  oppose  the  Bill  in  iu 
second  reading ;  but  if  clauses  were  not 
introduced  in  the  Committee,  protecting 
the  Irbh  Catholic  soldier  iu  the  exerdse 
of  his  religion  in  this  country,  and  also 
protecting  him  in  the  free  exercise  of  his 
religion  aa  he  wooU  be  protected  ia  Ire- 


land, and  that,  too,  not  by  sufferance 
merely,  but  as  a  matter  of  right,  he  should 
oppose  the  Bill  in  its  further  stages. 

Colonel  EUiscn  was  of  opinion  that  the 
Union  with  Ireland,  of  which  he  thought 
highly,  should  be  drawn  closer  and  closer 
by  every  tie  of  amity,  affection  and  com- 
munity of  intercourse.  The  present  mea- 
sure, on  this  feeling,  had  his  entire  con- 
currence. He  felt,  and  he  trusted  every 
other  Militia  officer  would  feel,  that,  to  the 
attainment  of  so  grand  a  national  object,  all 
personal,  and  therefore,  inferior,  objects  of 
convenience  ought  to  yield.  There  should, 
in  his  opinion,  be  no  more  distinction  be- 
tween England  and  Ireland  than  between 
Lincoln  and  York. 

Ix>rd  George  Caccndi$h  thought  the 
length  of  the  war  had  already  rendered 
the  militia  service  irksome,  but  the  pre- 
sent measure  would  make  it  disgusting. 
He  did  not  know  if  ministers  were  pre- 
pared to  do  away  qualifications  entirely, 
but  he  was  satisfied  that  the  present  mea- 
sure would  go  far  to  render  that  necessary. 

Col.  DuckeU  thought  that  here  a  tem- 
porary evil  was  to  be  endured  when  likely 
to  produce  a  permanent  good. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wywn  objected  to  the  present 
Bill,  as  giving  to  his  Majesty  the  right  of 
sending  a  whole  regiment  over  to  Ireland 
without  any  officer  whatever  above  a  Ser- 
jeant; in  which  case,  he  asked,  could  it 
any  longer  be  considered  as  a  regiment  of 
militia  ?  If  this  species  of  force  was  only 
to  retain  the  name,  and  to  lose  the  essence, 
all  the  advantages  resulting  from  it  must 
fall  to  the  ground.  The  alternative  was 
by  this  put  to  every  officer  in  the  militia, 
either  to  go  to  Ireland  when  called  on,  or  to 
resign.  He  must  protest  against  this  mea- 
sure as  being  the  last  step  in  the  conversioa 
of  the  militia  force  of  the  country  into  one 
of  a  very  different  description.  He  hoped 
the  right  ho/i.  Secretary  of  State  would 
not  hurry  the  Bill  through  the  House,  and 
that  he  would  not  move  for  its  being  com- 
mitted before  that  day  se'nnight,  in  order 
that  the  officers  of  (he  Militia  might  have 
time  to  peruse  the  BiH. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  expected  no  ad- 
vantage would  be  found  to  result  from  its 
being  so  long  postponed.  He  thought  the 
House  would  be  as  well  prepared  to  decide 
on  the  merits  of  the  case  by  Monday,  as 
by  the  time  proposed.  The  more  it  was 
canvassed  and  considered,  the  more  he 
was  confident,  it  would  be  approved.  It 
might  be  satisfactory*to  the  House  to  know 
that  he  bad  vi  bis  possesaioa  oftrs  firoaa 
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various  regiments  to  serve  ID  Ireland.  One 
objection  started  to  the  measure  was^  that 
it  would  expose  the  officers  to  greater  ex* 
pencestban  they  would  otherwise  be  liable 
10  bear.  This  was  not  correct.  Whether 
Ihey  took  the  case  of  an  officer  leaving  his 
family  at  home,  and  being  in  consequence 
obliged  to  sustain  the  expence  of  visiting 
theiu>  or  that  of  an  officer  being  at  the 
charge  of  taking  his  family  with  him,  still 
it'would  be  found,  that  the  expences  and 
inconveniences  to  which  they  would  be  ex- 
posed, were  less  than  those  which  they  al- 
ready experienced,  as  the  law  now  stood, 
and  the  distance  which  they  wouid  be 
taken  from  their  homes  less  than  that  to 
which  they  were  at  present  liabje  to  be 
inarched.  The  only  inconvenience  (if 
there  were  any  inconvenience  at  all],  was 
the  few  hours'  sail  which  they  must  have 
on  their  way  from  the  one  country  to  the 

*  other.  Leave  of  absence  would  be  then 
as  easily  obtained  as  now,  and  Uie  disci- 
pline of  the  Militia  would  not  he  likely  to 
puffer  by  ihe  alteration.  It  h«d  bf  en  said 
on  a  former  night,  that  the  Irish  Militia  in 
England  were  to  be  exactly  in  the  same 
situation  as  they  were  in  Ireland.  The 
Bill,  however,  contained  one  clause  which 
might  legally  be  construed  into  a  provision 
of  the  nature  required.  Even  that,  though, 
he  contended  was  not  necessary,  because 
the  situation  of  the  Militias,  interchanged 
by  a  Bill  of  this  sort,  would  (unless  pro* 
vision  were  made  to  the  contrary)  be  the 
aame  as  if  they  had  remained  at  home. 
Under  all  the  circumstances,  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  introduce  .^ny  provisions  of 
the  nature  recommended,  for  the  operation 
of  the  Bill  would  be  such,  that  the  Irish 
soldier  would  be  in  the  same  situation  in 
this  country  as  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  IVhitlnvad  inquired  whether  they 
vpere  to  be  at  liberty  in  religious  afiairs, 
from  privilege,  or  from  indulgence,  as 
there  was  a  material  diilerence  between 
privilege  to  which  they  had  a  right,  and 
indulgence  bestowed  at  pleasure  ? 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  said,  whether  it  was 

.  derived  from  privilege,  from  indulgence, 
or  from  right,  they  would  be  the  same  as 
in  Ireland. 

•  Colonel  Bttttard  contended  that  the 
adoption  ofthe  measure  would  be  a  breach 
of  faith.  If  the  Militia  had  answered  the 
^nd  for  which  it  was  formed,  it  would  now 
be  better  to  put  an  end  to  it  than  to  make 
the  proposed  arrangement.  For  his  part, 
he  would  rather  make  a  campaign  or  two 
ill  Spain  or  Portogalii  than  go  tolioland; 


aa  m  the  former  ease  ho  might  bn  ofaoai« 
service,  in  the  latter  none. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time, 
and  committed  for  Monday. 

I  J         I      5g 
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Friday,  May  24. 

Ma.  PALMsa's  Claims.]  The  Earl  of 
Liverpool  addressed  their  lordships  on  the 
subject  of  the  recent  vote  of  the  Honse  of 
Commons,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Palmer.  Ho 
expressed  his  satisfaction  at  the  notice 
taken  by  noble  lords  of  the  subject  on  n 
former  evening;  and  he  disapproted  of 
such  a  proceec^ing  on  tlie  part  of  the  other 
House,  after  the  question  had  been  fully 
discussed,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by 
their  lordships.  He  thought  it  preferable 
that  no  proposition  should  be  made  in  that 
House,  in  consequence,  but  that  they 
should  wait  until  the  answer  of  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent  upon  the  occn* 
sion  should  be  known.  He,  for  one,  as  a 
member  of  his  Majesty's  government,  or 
an  adviser  of  his  royaJ  highness,  should 
not  recommend  to  him  to  sanction  or 
authorize  the  grant  of  money  for  satisfying 
a  claim  which  their  lordships'  House  had 
decided  to  be  unfounded. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  expressed  his  satis* 
faction  at  what  had  fallen  from  the  noUn 
secretary  of  state. 

CaiMiNAL  Law  Bills,]  Lord  HoUand, 
pursuant  to  notice,  rose,  to  itoove  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bills  brought  up 
from  the  Commons,  and  proposed  by  sir 
Samuel  Romilly,  for  repealing  the  capital 
punishments  annexed  to  the  ofiences  of 
stealing  in  dwelling-houses  and  shops, 
beyond  a  certain  amount;  stealing  on 
Navigable  Canals;  and  in  Weachieg 
ffrounds  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Ho 
first  stated  the  origin  and  ^lature  of  the 
acts  which  rendered  the  eflfences  in  qaoo- 
tion  capitlllly  punishable.  These  enac^ 
ments  took  place  in  the  reign  of  William 
the  third,  and  of  queen  Anne ;  and  ho 
adverted  to  the  very  different  nature  e£ 
the  existing  laws  of  England,  from  what 
they  were  at  those  particnlar  periods: 
and  also  of  the  vtry  material  difmencoin 
the  value  of  money.  It  was  judged,  under 
the  circomstanceaof  those  days,  advisable 
to  punish  these  ofiences  in  the  most  com- 
pAdioas,  though  not  the  mou  efficacion8| 
way  they  could  devise,  namely,  by  tbe 
dreadfol  ponishment  of  death.  The  Billa 
under  conriderstion,  though  evadentigr  te 
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firtj.  Ilwie  gentleroen  of  Ireland,  who 
were  noit  necoMtry  to  such  a  country, 
nski  be  taken  away,  and  all  those  in- 
mTCQwnccs  were  to  be  raised  without  I  he 
fitinot  of  a  necessity.  He  should  vote 
(bribe  Amendment 

Ur.  tarneit  intended  giving  the  Bill  his 
■pport,  if  a  provision  were  made  in  it  for 
Kcviog  the  Catholic  soldier  the  free  en- 
^rneot  of  bis  religion.  If  no  such  pro* 
nooQwere  made,  he  shoaM  feel  it  iiis 
^  to  oppose  the  measure. 

Lord  A.  Hamiiim  objected  to  the  Bill, 
a  II  far  as  it  would  go  still  farther  to 
^eot  qualified  persons  from  accepting 
tfoNBiBissioos  in  the  Militia.  A  eradual 
^Kiesie  in  qualified  officers  had  been 
TMsgon  year  afler  year,  and  the  present 
M  woold  go  to  sweep  off  all  those  below 
(be  rank  of  field  officers.  Formerly  bal- 
M  Ben  bore  a  great  proportion  to  sub- 
dues io  the  militia,  now  thev  were  not 
a  OK  to  ten.  If  we  were  neither  to  have 
oficm  nor  men,  in  this  our  constitutioiml 
^»  in  the  old  and  constitutional  form, 
B  mid  be  better  at  once  to  annihilate  it 
surely.  He  begged  to  ask  one  question 
^^  right  hoDoorable  Secretary;  the 
iftccn  in  the  militia  of  this  country  were 
^)ect  to  the  Income  Tax ;  in  Ireland 
^  was  no  such  tax.  Now,  he  wished 
tibeiaiormcd  if  the  officers  of  the  Irish 
^tis,  who  came  to  serve  in  this  country, 
■nio be  exempted  from  this  tax ;  t>r  if 
^  were  to  come  and  serve  here  with  10 
^cmL  off  their  income? 

Lord  PkbHtnian  thought  the  motion  the 
*at  isiporlant  that  had  been  made  since 
^  Tdioo,  and  could  not  but  think  the 
^•na  incomplete  till  it  was  adopted.  The 
^vityit  would  afford  against  invasion 
*ii«ae  great  object,  but  that  was  second  in 
*^Mtaoce  to  another  consideration.  The 
*Ma  advantagea  likely  *  to  result  from 
•  ■tttjng  all  classea  of  both  countries, 
**  la  obiect  more  desirable,  and  one 
*^»  tt  it  waa  certain  of  being  attained, 
^>*pn)cd  as  that  which  most  strongly 
*^>vacQded  the  adoption  of  the  roea* 

Mr.  WhiAremd  was  convinced  the  effisct 
^ibc  BMasore  woald  be  to  take  all  coun- 
^  iotlenea  out  of  the  militia.  He 
*^  aot,  however,  oppose  the  Bill  in  its 
*fmA  leading  ;  but  if  clauses  were  not 
*^oood  in  the  Committee,  protecting 
^  Iririi  Catholic  soldier  in  the  exerdse 
*^  religion  m  this  country,  and  also 
^*c^  him  in  the  free  exercise  of  his 
'^HittiB  he  wooU  be  protected  in  Ire- 


land, and  that,  too,  not  by  sufferance 
merely,  but  as  a  matter  of  right,  he  should 
oppose  the  Bill  in  its  further  stages. 

Colonel  Ellison  was  of  opinion  that  the 
Union  with  Ireland,  of  which  he  thought 
highly,  should  be  drawn  closer  and  closer 
by  every  tie  of  amity,  affection  and  com* 
munity  of  intercourse.  The  present  mea- 
sure, on  this  feeling,  had  his  entire  con- 
currence. He  felt,  and  he  trusted  every 
other  Militia  officer  would  feel,  that,  to  the 
attainment  of  so  grand  a  national  object,  all 
personal,  and  therefore,  inferior,  objects  of 
convenience  ought  to  yield.  There  should, 
in  his  opinion,  be  no  more  distinction  be- 
tween England  and  Ireland  than  between 
Lincoln  and  York. 

lx>rd  George  Cavendish  thought  the 
length  of  the  war  had  already  rendered 
the  militia  service  irksome,  but  the  pre* 
sent  measure  would  make  it  disgusting. 
He  did  not  know  if  ministers  were  pre* 
pared  to  do  away  qualifications  entirely, 
but  he  was  satisfied  that  the  present  mea« 
sure  would  go  far  to  render  that  necessary. 

Col.  Ducketi  thought  that  here  a  tem- 
porary evil  was  to  be  endured  when  likely 
to  produce  a  permanent  good. 

Mr.  C,  W.  Wynn  objected  to  the  present 
Bill,  as  giving  to  his  Majesty  the  right  of 
sending  a  whole  regiment  over  to  Ireland 
without  any  officer  whatever  above  a  Ser- 
jeant; in  which  case,  he  asked,  could  it 
any  longer  be  considered  as  a  regiment  of 
militia  ?  If  this  species  of  force  was  only 
to  retain  the  name,  and  to  lose  the  essence, 
all  the  advantages  resulting  from  it  must 
fall  to  the  ground.  The  alternative  was 
by  this  put  to  every  officer  in  the  militia, 
either  to  go  to  Ireland  when  called  on,  or  to 
resign.  He  must  protest  against  this  mea* 
sure  as  being  the  last  step  in  the  conversion 
of  the  militia  force  of  the  country  into  one 
of  a  very  different  description.  He  hoped 
the  right  hqp.  Secretary  of  State  would 
not  hurry  the  Bill  through  the  House,  and 
that  he  would  not  move  for  its  being  com* 
mitted  before  that  day  se'nnight,  in  order 
that  the  officers  of  the  Militia  might  have 
time  to  peruse  the  ^iH. 

Mr.  Secretary  Rydir  expected  no  ad- 
vantage  would  be  found  to  result  from  its 
being  so  long  postponed.  He  thought  the 
House  would  be  as  well  prepared  to  decide 
on  the  merits  of  the  case  by  Monday,  as 
by  the  time  proposed.  The  more  it  was 
canvassed  and  considered,  the  more  he 
was  confident,  it  would  be  approved.  It 
might  be  satisfoctory^to  the  House  to  know 
that  he  had  ip  bis  possession  offers  froia 
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second  'reading  of  the  Bill  for  repealing 
the  capital  punishment  on  the  conviction 
of  stealing  to  the  amount  of  ^Os.  in  any 
dwelling  house. 

Lord  ElUnborough  thought  the  whole 
of  this  argument  might  be  confined  to 
this  alternative ;  either  there  must  be  a 
high  punishment  for  the  aggravated  com* 
mission  of  a  general  crime  bearing  the 
intermediate  degrees  between  that  and 
the  lowest  penalty,  to  be  supplied  by 
the  discretion  of  the  judge ;  or  there 
must  be  a  graduated  scale  of  punishment, 
proportioned  to  all  tlie  shades  and  diifer- 
ence  of  crime.  The  latter  mode  was  a 
theory  borrowed  from  the  Chinese  code, 
vhich>  in  a  late  pamphlet,  was  represent- 
ed to  embrace  the  shades  of  difference  of 
crime,  from  murder,  down  to  those  of  the 
lowest  denomination,  where  even  the 
blows  of  the  baton  were  not  only  number* 
ed,  but  the  size  and  thickness  of  the  in- 
strument ascertained.  Such  a  system  he 
contended  was  ridiculous,  and  as  absurd 
in  theory,  as  it  would  be  found  nugatory 
in  practice.  Judge  Blackstone's  autho- 
rity had  been  referred  to,  but  what  he  stat- 
ed on  the  criminal  law  was  written  at  a 
period  of  his  life  when  he  was  inexperi- 
enced, and  though  his  authority  was  great 
and  deservedly  respected,  yet  it  was  not 
equal  to  other  emment  legal  authorities. 
The  Bill  which  altered  the  law  as  it  re- 
garded privately  stealing  from  the  person, 
had,  he  knew  beyond  all  doubt,  increased 
that  offence  to  a  serious  and  alarming  de- 
gree. He  instanced  some  cases  of  gross 
atrocity  which  had  come  to  his  knowledge, 
at  the  last  sessions  at  the  Old  Bailey. 
Two  of  the  Bills  on  their  lordships'  table, 
respecting  stealing  from  bleaching-grounds 
in  England  and  Ireland,  he  should  not 
oppose,  on  account  of  the  petitions  from 
those  who  were  to  receive  the  protection 
of  the  law.  The  other  three,  respecting 
stealing  from  shops,  dwelling-houses,  and 
canals,  he  should  oppose  ;  kir  they  went 
to  alter  those  laws,  which  a  century  had 
proved  to  be  necessary,  and  which  were 
now  to  be  overturned  by  speculation  and 
modern  philosophy.  He  thought  prose- 
cutions were  in  general  most  sturdily  pur- 
sued; and  instead  of  prosecutions  being 
encouraged,  there  was  reason  at  all  times 
to  restram  them  ;  for  the  parties  appeared 
not  to  be  wanting  in  an  appetite  for  con* 
Tiction.  Juries,  in  general,  acted  ac- 
cording to  their  anxiety;  and  this  might 
be  called  a  vice  inherent  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  man.     The  discretion  in  Judges 
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was  a  power  they  exercised  with  pain  ; 
but  he  did  not  perceive  how  that  mode 
of  administering  the  law  could  be  dis- 
pensed with.  His  endeavour  was  to  dis- 
charge his  duty,  however  he  might  be 
misrepresented;  but  he  would  never  sa- 
crifice his  conscience  to  the  cowardly 
fear  of  misrepresentation.  When  he  was 
appointed  to  the  situation  he  filled,  he 
made  a  covenant  with  himself,  thai  he 
would  always  appear  in  that  House,  and 
state  to  their  lordships  all  the  knowledge 
with  which  he  might  be  supplied  frona 
experience,  as  to  the  making,  altering,  or 
repealing  of  the  laws  of  the  land.  In  that 
capacity  he  offered  himself  at  present,  and 
he  trusted  that  they  would  not  readily 
change  what  the  experience  of  a  century 
had  proved  to  be  beneficial,  for  the  illusory 
opinions  of  specolatists.  The  noble  and 
learned  lord  moved,  as  an  amend  meat. 
That  the  Bill  be  read  this  day  six  months. 

I'he  Earl  of  LauderdaU  contended^  thai 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  had  no  just 
ground  on  the  present  occasion  to  arraign 
the  framers  or  supporters  of  the  Bills  be- 
fore the  House,  of  an  inclination  to  intro- 
duce  what  he  was  pleased  to  call  modern 
philosophy.  The  same  principle  opoa 
which  these  Bills  stood,  had  lately  been 
acted  upon  by  their  lordships  in  the  fram- 
ing of  a  Bill  to  consolidate  into  one,  all 
the  acts  which  made  death  the  punish- 
ment of  certain  offences  against  the  excise 
laws.  Some  of  the  first  legal  authorities  ^ 
in  the  country  had  given  their  attention, 
their  labour,  and  their  approbation  to  that 
measure ;  and  no  one  thought  of  describ- 
ing it  as  an  attempt  to  introduce  and  es- 
tablish a  system  of  criminal  law,  on  the 
basis  of  what  was  termed  modern  phi- 
losophy. 

The  Lord  ChanceUor  referred  to  the  ex- 
ample of  the  disposition  which  men's 
minds  bad  to  examine  the  principles  open 
which  our  criminal  code  was  framed,  m 
disposition  which  he  himself  felt  in  early 
life,  before  observation  and  experience  bad 
matured  bis  judgment.  Since,  however, 
he  had  learned  to  listen  to  these  great 
teachers  in  this  important  science,  his 
ideas  had  greatly  changed,  and  he  saw 
the  wisdom  of  the  principles  and  practice 
by  which  our  criminal  code  was  regulated. 
It  was  impossible  to  observe  the  various 
forms  and  aspects  under  which  offences 
of  the  same  class,  and  liable  to  the  same 
punishments  offered  themselves  to  our 
view,  without  feeling  the  necessity  of  al- 
lowing a  degree  of  discretion  in  appor* 
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tioning  the  different  degree  of  punishraent 
with  which  each  should  be  visited.  In 
proof  of  this  assertion,  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  adduced  a  variety  of  cases  ; 
and  argued  for  the  necessity  of  vesting  a 
very  large  share  of  discretion  in  the  judges. 
Of  this  the  framer  of  the  present  Bills  ap- 
peared himself  to  be  very  sensible ;  for, 
while  he  took  away  the  pain  of  death,  he 
allowed  the  judges  great  latitude  of  dis- 
cretion in  measuring  out  the  punishments 
which  he  wished  to  substitute  in  the  room 
of  death.  After  the  most  serious  attention, 
however,  to  these  cases,  it  was  the  con- 
Tiction  of  his  mind,  that  as  long  as  human 
nature  remained  what  it  was,  the  appre- 
hension of  death  would  have  the  most 
powerful  co-operation  in  deterring  from 
Che  commission  of  crimes;  and  bethought 
it  unwise  to  withdraw  the  salutary  in- 
fluence of  that  terror.  The  Yioble  and 
learned  lord  disclaimed  the  smallest  in- 
tention to  impute  improper  motives  to 
those  who  differed  from  him  in  opinion, 
with  regard  to  the  present  bills. 

Lord  Enkine  sato,  that  the  British  nation 
was  confessedly  the  most  moral  of  any 
nation  now  known ;  and  if  in  such  a  na- 
tion, he  observed  that  a  great  number  of 
offences  were  committea,  to  which  was 
attached  death,  he  should  impute  such  an 
occurrence  rather  to  something  vicious 
and  defective  in  our  criminal  code,  than 
to  any  depravity  in  the  moral  disposition 
of  our  people.  Wlien  he  saw  that  out  of 
one  hundred  prosecutions,  fifly  or. sixty 
convictions  and  executions  followed,  then 
he  should  be  satisfied  that  such  offences 
should  be  punished  by  death ;  but  when 
out  of  a  thousand  prosecutions,  he  observ- 
ed that  only  one  conviction  and  execution 
followed,  be  should  also  infer,  that  the 
legislature  must  see,  that  the  pain  of  death 
was  not  applicable  to  such  offences,  on  this 
ground  he  should  support  the  motion  now 
before  the  House. 

Lord  Redeidaie  considered  the  discretion 
with  which  the  judges  were  entrusted,  as 
extremely  beneficial.  Allusion  had  been 
made  by  a  noble  lord  to  the  Committee  of 
that  House,  to  whom  the  revenue  laws,  as 
far  as  respected  the  penalty  of  death,  had 
been  referred.  The  statement  of  that 
noble  lord  was  not,  however,  correct. 
The  fact  was,  that  in  the  act  which  had 
been  brought  in,  in  consequence  of  their 
proceedings,  the  language  of  the  former 
acta  had  been  greatly  simplified,  but  very 
few  of  the  capital  punishments  had  been 
commuted.     In  two  instantes«  only,  he 
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believed,  had  an  alteration  been  made,  and 
these  were  cases  in  which  it  was  found 
better,  by  substituting  pecuniary  penalties* 
to  render  the  risk  of  committing  the  of- 
fence greater,  than  any  benefit  which 
could  accrue  from  its  perpetration. 

The  Karl  of  Lauderdale  contended  that 
his  statement  was  correct.  By  the  re« 
venue  laws,  as  they  originally  stood,  there 
were  95  offences  punishable  with  death  ; 
by  the  late  Bill  they  had  been  reduced 
to  25. 

The  Earl  of  Lherpool  observed,  that  the 
reason  which  influenced  the  House  to  refer 
the  revenue  laws  to  a  Committee  was,  that« 
in  several  of  those  acts,  the  penalty  of 
death  was  enacted  "  by  reference."  Thia 
was  most  improper,  and  therefore  the 
House  had  thought  fit  to  investigate  the 
matter.  Direction  was  given  to  the  judges 
to  include  in  one  act  all  the  revenue  laws 
which  enacted  the  penalty  of  death.  This 
Bill  was  referred  to  a  Committee  op  stairs, 
and  all  those  who  were  practically  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject  were  examined 
as  to  the  propriety  of  retaining  or  com« 
muting  the  punishment  of  death  attached 
to  many  of  the  offences.  The  proceeding 
bore  no  resemblance  to  the  measure  then 
before  the  House.  The  noble  lord  who 
brought  in  the  Bill  had  passed  a  high 
eulogjum  on  the  talents  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  who  had  framed  it. 
He  was  willing  to  concur  in  that  eulogium; 
but  it  should  be  recollected  that  the  branch 
of  the  law  to  yvhich  that  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  applied  himself,  could  afford 
but  little  information  on  the  criminal  law. 
He  objected  not  so  much  to  the  Bills  them* 
selves*  as  to  the  principle  on  which  they 
were  founded,  which  might  be  applied  to 
the  whole  criminal  code.  That  code  had 
succeeded  as  well  as  it  was  possible  for 
any  system  of  criminal  law  to  succeed. 
He  should  therefore  oppose  the  Bills, 
which,  while  he  was  sure  they  could  effect 
no  good,  might  be  productive  of  very 
great  mischief. 

The  Marquis  of  Lamdawne  said  that  the 
facts  which  were  admitted  to  have  been 
proved  before  the  Committee  on  the  re- 
venue laws,  that,  in  many  instances,  the 
severity  of  punishment  had  increased  the 
unwillingness  to  prosecute,  and  thereby 
become  the  means  of  increasing  oflencee, 
were  sufficient  to  prove  the  necessity  of 
the  interference  of  the  legislature.  Those 
who  asserted  that  it  was  intended  to  take 
away  all  discretion  from  the  judges  were 
mistaken.    By  examining  t|ie  Bill  it  woold 
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be  found,  that  tbe  judge  could  vary  the 
punishoient  from  transportation  for  life^ 
to  the  period  of  seven  ytars,  or  even  to 
imprisonment  for  d  certain  time. 

Lord   Holland  replied  briefly  to  the  ar- 
guments advanced  againi^t  the  Bill. 
-    The  House  then  divided,  when  there 
appeared-^ 

For  the  original  motion... .r 10   • 

For  tlve  Amendment 27 

Majority    ^.. — 17 

The  Bill  was  consequently  fost.  The 
Dwelling-house  Kobbery  Bill,  and  the 
Navigable  River  Stealing  Bill,  shared  the 
same  fate.  The  English  and  Irish  Bleach- 
ing-grounds  Kobbery  Bills  were  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
on  Monday. 
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Friday,  May  24*. 

Petition  prom  Watebford  respect- 
ing THE  Bankrupt  Laws.]  Sir  John  Ntvy 
port  presented  a  Petition  from  the  Mer- 
chants and  traders  of  the  city  of  Water- 
ford  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  having  now,  for 
a  series  of  years,  felt  tbe  pernicious  influ- 
ence and  injurious  operation  of  the  present 
system  of  administering  the  bankrupt 
laws,  and  experienced,  in  many  instances, 
the  inefficient  nature  of  these  laws  them- 
selves,  having  witnessed  the  increased  fre- 
quency and  too  often  triumphant  impu- 
nity of  fraud  under  a  code  enacted  for  its 
prevention,  and  having  suffered  from  the 
very  heavy  expences  and  tedious  delays 
attendant  on  all  attempts  at  the  detection 
M)d  prosecution  thereof,  beg  leave  most 
humbly  to  entreat  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  subject  of  such  vital  importance 
in<a  commercial  and  trading  country;  and 
they  entreat  it  under  a  conviction  that  the 
evils  of  which  they  complain  take  their 
rise  in  part  from  an  inefficient  code,  but 
principally  from  the  very  defective  and 
injudicious  nature  of  its  administration  ; 
tinder  this  conviction,  the  petitioners  hum" 
bly  pray  a  revision  and  amendment  of  the 
bankrupt  laws  for  the  follow'mg  amongst 
other  reasons:  first,  because  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  laws  is  entrusted  to  coromis- 
aioners,  who,  by  reason  of  their  scanty  al- 
lowance, are  compelled,  in  a  great  degree, 
tf>  depend  on  general,  practice  at  the  bar 
for  their  support,  and  are  therefore  unable 
lo  devote  little  more  than  an  hour  at  any 
one  lime  to  the  investigation  of  accounta, 
kowever   complicaled,  or   detectioa   of 


frauds,  however  subtlf,  because  the  com* 
jnissi oners  are  paid  according  to  the  num- 
ber and  not  according  to  the  duration  of 
their  sittings,  i«nd  are  consequently  not 
uninterested  in  according  to  e^ery  pro- 
posal of  adjournment,  that  great  source  of 
delay  and  ejcpense ;  second,  because  tbe 
expenses  of  a  commission,  which  in  all 
cases  are  considerable,  and  in  many  moat 
enormous,  are   uniformly  charged  apon 
the  bankrupt's  fund,  a  fund  which,  from 
its  nature,  instead  of  being  taxed  in  so  op- 
pressive a  manner,  and  thereby  so  seri- 
ously diminished,-  ought  to   be  relieved 
from  every  burthen,  aivd  rendered  as  pro*- 
ductive  as  possible ;  third,  because  too  great 
difficulty  attends  the  proof  of  acts  of  bank- 
ruptcy, even  in  cases  of  unequivocal  insoU 
vency,  and  in  the  obtaining  a  joint  com- 
mission,   whence    fraudulent*  references 
are  had  oh  mortgages  and  other  securi- 
ties, and  considerable  impediments  raised 
against  the  recovery  of  the  bankrupt's  ef- 
fects, and  their  collection  thereby  render- 
ed most  difficult  and  expensive;  fourth, 
because  the  property  of  a  trader,  taken 
under  execution,  is  constantly  sold  at  a 
most  ruinous  undervalue  in  consequence 
of  the  precipitancy  of  sberifis  in  the  sale 
thereof,  caused  by  their  apprehensions  of 
some  being  rescued  from  their  hands  by 
the  issuing  of  a  commission  of  bankruptcy^ 
.by  which  sale  the  creditors  of  such  trader 
are  most  grievously  injured ;  fifth,  because 
punishment  of  death,  to  which  noncon* 
'forming  and  fraudulent  bankrupts  are  in- 
discriminately liable,  confers  impunity  by 
preventing  prosecution,  and  because  there 
is  no  sufficient  penalty  against  persona 
who  shall  harbour  a  concealed  bankrupt, 
or  shall  assist  in  embezzling  or  concealing 
his  effects,  or  in  withdrawing  them  ool  of 
the  realm  ;  sixth,  because  the  punishment 
,  in  fabricating  fraudulent  liens  and  covers 
on  property  in  contemplation  of  bank* 
ruptcy  is  not  sufficiently  comprehensive 
or  penal,  and  does  not  extend  to  agents 
and  accessaries  as  well    as   principals ; 
seventh,  because  bankrupts  have  not  now 
any  fair  means  of  support  during  the 
progress  of  a  commission,  and  therefore 
under  strong  temptations  to  be  guilty  of 
concealment,  and  to  commit  perjury  for 
the  preservation  of  their  existence,  and 
because  they  are  often  deprived  of  their 
legal  and  merited  allowance,  when  en* 
titled  thereto,  by  the  uncontrouled  pro* 
digality  of.  expence  attending  com  mis* 
sions  of  bankruptcy,  and  because  comnais* 
sioners  have  not  the  power  of  eacoeragiag 
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good  condncl  in  bonkntpto,  by  ordering 
Ihe  ezpence  of  their  certificate  to  be  paid 
from  their  effects;  and  that  the  P^ti- 
tionersi  haTiog  row  detailed  some  of  the 
nomeroos  imperfections  in  the  bankrupt 
code,  and  of  the  evils  of  its  practical  ad- 
ministration, and  being  persuaded  of  the 
incalculable  injury  they  hare  and  must 
ever  produce  in  a  trading  country,  by  de- 
stroying the  security  and  confidence  of 
commercial  dealings,  most  earnestly  en* 
treat  the  House  to  take  the  same  into 
its  most  serious  consideration,  and  to  enact 
such  regulations  therein  as  to  its  wisdom 
shall  seem  best  calculated  for  the  more 
effectual  prevention  of  the  same  in  future/' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table* 

Mr.  Palmer's  Claims*>Thb  PaiNca 
Regent's  Answer  to  the  Address.] 
Lord  John  Thynne  reported  to  the  House, 
that  their  Address  of  Tuesday  last,  humbly 
to  beseech  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Kegent  to  advance  to  John  Palmer,  esq. 
the  sum  of  5^,7021.  Os.  Id,  being  the 
balance  due  to  him  on  the  net  revenue  of 
the  Post  Office,  from  the  5th  day  of  April 
1793  to  the  5th  day  of  January  1801,  and 
to  assure  his  royal  highness  that  this  House 
will  make  good  the  same,  had  been  pre- 
sented to  his  royal  highness;  and  that  his 
royal  highnero  was  pleased  to  give  this 
most  gracious  Answer : 
"  George  P.  R. 

"  It  must  at  all  times  be  my  most 
earnest  desire  to  attend  to  the  wishes  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  I  shall  be 
ready  to  give  effect  to  them  in  this  in- 
stance whenever  the  means  shall  have 
been  pravided  by  parliament." 

"  Carlton  House,  24th  May  1811." 
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Cotton  Wool  Bill.]  On  the  order  of 
the  day  being  read  for  the  House  resolving 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Cotton 
WoolDoty  Bill,    . 

Mr.  Rote  said  he  had  made  inquiries  re- 
specting the  probable  effect  of  the  Bill,  in 
consequence  of  the  apprehension  which 
had  been  expressed:  and  the  result  of 
them  was  that  no  inconvenience  appeared 
likely  to  arise  that  could  justify  the  alarm 
sprea^  abroad.  It  was,  however,  his  in- 
tention, as  such  a  feeling  was  excited,  and 
as  the  lower  classes  could  notbe  convinced 
how  groundless  were  their  fears,  to  move. 
That  the  order  for  the  committal  of  the 
Bill  should  be  postponed  to  that  day  three 
months. 

Sir  R.  Pedf  though  be  did  not  agree 

(VOLXX.) 


with  the  right  hon.  gent,  that  any  good 
could  come  of  the  measure,  rejoiced  most 
heartily  that  ministers  had  the  good  senso 
and  prudence  to  relinquish  what  the  parties 
most  interested  thought  so  highly  de« 
structive  to  their  interests. 

Mr.  Whiibrfiod  could  not  divest  his  mind 
of  the  idea  that  the  right  hon.  gent,  had 
had  rather  a  bitter  pill  to  swallow;  but  h# 
admitted  that  he  had  swallowed  it  with 
the  best  possible  grace.  The  motion  of 
the  right  hon.  gent,  would  have  filled  hioa 
wiUi  the  greatest  surprise,  if  the  matter 
bad  not  been  broke  to  him  by  an  intima^ 
tion  which  had  been  given  since  hp  entered 
the  House.  It  was  rather  surprising  that 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer,  who  the  day  before  yesterday 
was  so  confident  no  inconvenience  couM 
result  from  the  measure  that  he  would 
hardly  grant  elght*and-forty  hours  for  tho 
further  consideration  of  the  subject,  and 
to  give  time  for  the  sentiments  of  the  ma« 
numcturers  to  be  known,  riiould  so  soon 
make  up  his  mind  to  give  up  the  measure 
altogether.  The  late  Mr.  PiU  used  to 
extol  every  tax  he  proposed,  as  being  tho 
best  that  could  be  made,  and  as  being  suoh 
that  no  possible  inconvenience  could  thence 
be  expected  to  arise.  It  should  seem  that 
the  right  hon.  gent,  had  been  ambitious 
of  imiuting  him  on  the  present  occasion 
in  a  minor  degree.  He  had  set  out  with 
saying  that  it  was  impossible  for  any  evil 
to  follow  its  adoption,  but,  on  thecontrary^ 
much  good  was  to  be  expected  from  it« 
and  ended  by  giving  it  up.  He  was  happy 
to  find  it  was  so  given  up,  as  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  it  was  impos«> 
sible  to  suppose  any  speech  of  his  could 
have  inflamed  the  manufacturers,  so  as  to 
render  it  expedient  on  that  account. 
Though  surprised,  he  was  pleased  at  the 
change,  which,  however  it  was  to  be  ac* 
counted  for,  he  could  not  receive  without 
feeling  disposed,  to  throw  some  discredit 
on  the  premises  from  which  this  conclu* 
sion  was  stated  to  be  drawn. 

The  Chancellor  qfihe  Efdiequer  felt  him* 
self  under  the  necessity  of  saying  a  fow 
words  in  support  of  what  had  fallen  from 
his  right  hon.  friend.  With  him,  he 
thought  the  alarm  which  had  been  spread 
abrosd,  had  been  so  spread  without  suf* 
ficient  grounds  for  it  being  proved  to 
exist.  The  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last 
had  expressed  himself  to  be  surprised  and 
not  surprised,  so  often,  that  he  (the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer)  did  not  know 
whether  he  at  last  wished  lo  be  understood 

(X) 
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mg  being  surprised  or  not.     He  had,  how- 
ever, expressed  himself  happy  that  the 
measure  was  relinquished  ;   and  he  (the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  was  glad  to 
see  it  had  given  him  such  good  spirits  and 
good  humour ;  for  that  he  was  in  a  good 
humour  was  evident^  notwithstanding  the 
apologies  he  had  thought  it  necessary  to 
Biake  for  seeming  pleased.    The  appre- 
hension felt  on  the  occasion,  he  regarded 
as  extravagant ;  but  at  the  same  time,  as 
that  alarm  had  been  found  to  exist,  it  was 
judged  best  not  to  impose  the  duty  that  go- 
Temment  had  it  in  contemplation  to  lay 
on.     When  he  opened  the  Budget,  he  had 
stated  to  the  Committee,  that  such  ample 
provision  had  been  made  for  the  service 
of  the  year,  that  he  thought  it  unnecessary 
to  lay  on  any  adjditional  duties,  but  such 
as,  dictated  by  commercial  policy,  were 
regarded  as  wholesome  and  judicious  re- 
gulations.   As  the  parties  likely  to  be  af- 
fected by  the  Bill,  were  now  sumring  from 
the  pressure  of  the  time^,  if  after  the  alarm 
bad  been  excited,  the  Bill  had  still  been 
persevered  in,  it  might  have  appeared  to 
them  an  insoUing  aggravation  of  their  pre* 
•eat  embarrassments.     Under  these   cir- 
cumstances, and  with  these  feelings,  he 
had  resolved  to  withdraw  it ;  and  for  the 
reasons  already  stated,  while  he  did  that, 
fae  should  not  feel  it  necessary  to  supply 
what  it  might  have  produced  by  imposing 
tnv  new  tax. 

The  motion  for- postponing  the  Com* 
mittee  to  that  day  three  months,  was  then 
agreed  Uf^ 

Abolition  orCaiMPACt.]     Mr.  Croker, 
in  answer  to  a  question  put  on  a  former 
night  by  an  hen.  gent,  then  present  (Mr. 
Whitbread),  begged  leave  to  state  the  na- 
ture of  the  fund  newly  created  by  fines  for 
the  discharge  of  seamen.    According  to 
the  old  arrangement,  when  a  seaman  was 
permitted  to  procure  a  substitute  in  order 
to  quit  the  service  himself,  his  only  course 
was  to  apply  to  persons  called  Crimps, 
who  charged  at  the  rate  of  100  guineas 
for  an  able-bodied  seaman,  and  50  guineas 
for  a  landsman,  and  they  insisted  that  the 
entire  sum  should  be  deposited  in  the  first 
instance,  often  before  they  had  obtained 
the    substitute  themselves.    The   conse- 
quence of  this  was,  that  months,  and  even 
years  elapsed,  before  the  substitute  was 
found ;  and  the  individual,  who  paid  his 
money,  had  often  sailed  to  a  foreign  sta« 
tion,  or,  perhaps,  died,  before  the  object 
was  accomplished*  losing,  to  his  di 


family,  the  full  amount  of  his  discharge* 
The  government,  considering  this  a  sub- 
ject which  called  for  its  interference,  re^ 
solved  to  interpose  its  authority,  and  put 
an  end  to  the  iniquitous  trade  of  Crimps 
altogether.  With  this  view  it  was  deter* 
mined  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  that 
the  man  should  be  discharged,  the  moment 
his  discharge  was  paid  for  at  the  rate  of 
80  guineas  for  an  able  bodied  seaman,  in 
the  place  of  100,  and  40  guineas  for  a 
landsman*  in  the  place  of  50,  aa  charged 
by  the  crimps  under  all  the  casualties  of 
imposition  and  delay.  The  money  thua 
received,  was  carried  into  the  fund  for 
raising  .volunteer  seamen ;  and  he  had 
the  satisfaction  to  state  to  the  House,  that 
all  the  objects  of  the  arrangement  were 
folly  answered.  There  was  likewise  an 
adequate  security  for  the  proper  applica- 
tion of  the  money,  there  being  no  less  jthan 
five  checks  o  pon  the  fund .  This,  he  hoped, 
was  a  satisfactory  answer  to  the  question 
of  the  bon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  Whubread  declared  himself  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  the  explanation,  and 
was  confident  the  public  would  be  perA> 
fectly  satisfied  also. 

East  India  BoAan  OFPicxas  SAiAaiBs 
Bill.]  On  the  question  for  going  iuto  a 
Committee  on  this  Bill, 

Sir  Charles  Pole-  opposed  the  Speaker'a 
leaving  the  chair.  He  stated  some  ob- 
jections to  the  Bill,  and  among  others,  in- 
sisted strongly  upon  the  impropriety  of 
placing  the  clerks  of  the  Boaro  of  Con- 
trol upon  a  better  footing  than  the  clerks 
of  the  Navy  Office,  by  increasing  their 
salaries.  If  such  a  principle  were  once 
recogniaed  by  parliament,  there  could  be 
no  knowing  where  it  would  stop.  Every 
other  department  under  gpverament  might 
feel  itself  entitled  to  an  increase;  nor  did 
he  see  bow  the  subalterns  of  the  army  and 
navy  could  be  refused,  after  such  a  pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr.  R.  Dtandai  thought  the  hon.  admiral 
completely  misconceived  the  facts  of  the 
case  :  at  the  present  moment  there  was  an 
annual  deficiency  of  1,300/.  and  unless 
that  deficiency  was  supplied,  the  salaries 
of*the  clerks  would  be  diminished ;  .which 
he  was  sure  the  hon.  admiral  could  not 
have  in  bis  contemplation.  The  questioa 
here  was,  whether  the  clerks  at  the  India 
Board  could  be  got  at  less  expence ;  and 
when  it  was  constdered  that  the  four  senior 
clerks  had  duties  to  perform,  which  re- 
quired an  education  and  attaiomenti  be- 
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yond  ordinary  acconntiDg^clerki,  he  wm 
prepared  to  say  that  it  waa  utterly  impos- 
Able  to  get  effective  persons  for  an  inferior 
salary.  It  was  proposed  that  the  salaries 
of  the  senior  clerks  should  not  exceed  600/. 
a  year«  and  those  of  the  inferior  ones  400/. 
m  year,  and  it  seemed  strange  to  expect 
they  should  perform  their  various  duties 
for  a  less  consideration.  The  hon.  ad- 
miral had  directed  his  remarks  against  one 
clause  alone  of  the  Bill,  but  as  there  were 
several  others  which  required  considera- 
tion, he  trusted  he  would  not  oppose  the 
Speaker's  leaving  the  chair. 

Mr.  Robert  Thomitm  supported  the  Bill, 
and  thought,  that  when  the  salaries  of  all 
other  clerks  were  raised,  those  belonging 
to  the  India  Board  should  not  form  a  soli- 
tary exception,  and  be  driven  down  in 
aociety,  by  being  worse  oft*  than  others  in 
the  same  rank  of  life. 

General  TarUion  argued  against  the  in* 
justice  shewn  by  ministers,  in  bringing 
forward  a  measure  which  was  to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  clerka  in  the  India 
House,  while  they  refuted  to  raise  the  pay 
of  the  army,  who  were  deprived  of  those 
domestic  comforts  which  the  former  pos- 
sessed. The  stipend  of  every  clerk  was 
raised,  but  there  had  been  no  increase  in 
the  pay  of  the  army  since  the  reign  of 
Charles  2,  with  the  exception  of  something 
to  the  subalterns  of  tjbe  line  and  cavalry, 
which  did  not  amount  to  more  than  the 
property  tax.  In  the  ftce  of  the  House 
and  the  country,  and  in  the  name  of  the 
army,  he  must  appeal  against  this  injus- 
tice. 

Sir  John  Anttruihernever  heard  a  more* 
ill-timed  or  ill  considered  speech  than  that 
just  delivered  by  the  gallant  general.  It 
was  a  most  invidious  comparison  to  hold 
out  that  the  House  was  unjust  to  the  army 
and  navy,  because  it  paid  persons  in  in- 
ferior situations.  What  would  be  said  to 
him,  if,  as  a  civil  man,  he  acted  similarly, 
if  an  addition  was  proposed  to  the  pay  of 
the  army,  and  if  he  upheld  the  clerks  to 
the  officers  of  the  army,  who  had  much 
higher  and  nobler  objects  in  view  than 
mere  pecuniary  compensation  ?  Good 
God  !  exclaimed  the  right  hon.  baronet, 
that  a  general  officer  should  bring  forward 
such  a  comparison,  which  was  only  wor- 
thy of  some  obscure  alley  in  the  city  ! 
The  question  was  simply  this,  wheth<^r 
these  persons  were  to  be  kept  in  that  rank 
of  life,  which  others  in  similar  situations 
held  }  He  could  affirm»  that  the  gentle- 
■itn  belonging  to  the  Board  of  Controul, 
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were  harder  worked,  and  worse  paid,  than 
any  other  such  men  in  the  kingdom.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  had  refrained  fiom  any 
mention  of  his  own  situation,  which,  how- 
ever, was  extremely  arduous,  and  required 
a  much  higher  recompence  than  was  at* 
tached  to  it,  to  induce  the  person  who 
filled  it  not  to  give  it  up,  which  would  be 
attended  with  extreme  inconvenience. 
Such  was  the  case,  and  he  retained  the 
most  decided  opinion  as  to  the  expediency 
of  the  present  Bill. 

Mr.  Otevej/  did  not  object  to  the  increase 
of  the  salariesof  the  clerks ;  but  he  thought 
there  were  funds  sufficient  for  that  purpose 
without  any  additional  vote. 

Mr.  WaUace  maintained  the  expediency 
of  granting  to  the  full  extent  provided  for 
in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  P.Mcore  uid  he  should  oppose  the 
Bill. 

The  ChmceUmr  qfiht  Exchequer  wkxd,  that 
all  were  agreed  as  to  the  propriety  of  re- 
munerating the  clerks,  and  those  who 
knew  most  of  the  subject  recommended  an 
additional  remuneration  to  the  person  at 
the  head  of  the  Board  of  Control ;  it  was 
with  this  view,  and  not  to  serve  any  per« 
sonal  purpose,  that  his  right  hon.  friend 
had  proposed  the  Bill.  The  consideration 
of  the  Company's  Charter  would  bring  the 
subject  under  the  notice  of  parliament 
again,  and  he  was  persuaded  it  would  be 
then  found  that  the  great  increase  of  bu* 
siness  justified  and  required  the  addition. 
;  The  question  was  then  put  and  carried ; 
and  the  Bill  went  through  a  Committee. 

Irish  Tobacco  Duties  Bill.].  The 
House  went  into  a  Committee  on  this 
Bill. 

Mr.  Htuikte  thought  that  the  situation  of 
Ireland  waa  such,  that  instead  of  an  ad- 
ditional duty  on  tobacco,  a  modification  of 
the  property  tax  would  be  more  desirable. 
The  finanees  of  that  kingdom  were  so  low, 
that  it  waa  impossible  she  could  support 
herself,  and  was  becoming  a  burthen  on 
this  country,  in  consequence  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  M*NaugKten  was  concerned  to  hear 
the  hon.  gentleman  charge  the  sister  Jciug- 
dom  with  being  a  burthen  un  England, 
and  hoped,  that  whatever  might  be  done 
to  relieve  her  from  her  present  situation, 
at  least  the  property  tax  would  not  be  re- 
sorted to;  that  was  a  tax  which  the  peo» 
pie  ceuld  ill  bear }  it  was  a  tax  they  much 
dreaded.  He  lamented  that  other  gentle- 
men had  not  considered  the  situation  of 
Ireland  as  well  at  the  hon.  gentleman. 
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Mr.  Faster,  with  coniidcrable  warmth 
and  agitation  of  mind,  noticed  the  observa* 
lions  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  and  denied 
that  Ireland  was  a  burthen  on  England, 
tf  she  was  indebted  to  England  f&r  a  tem- 
porary loan,  she  would,  in  honour,  dis- 
charge it.  Did  she,  he  would  ask  the  hon. 
gentleman,  call  for  the  Union  ?  Was  it 
not  forced  upon  her?  He  had  voted  against 
the  measure ;  but  the  kingdoms  being  now 
united,  it  was  better  to  conciliate  all  dif- 
ferences. The  hon.  gentleman  ought,  in 
justice,  to  recant  the  expressions. 

Mr.  Bankes  was  not  astonished  that  the 
faon.  members  had  heard  with  surprise 
and  indignation  the  situation  of  Ireland. 
It  was  true  that  she  could  not  support  her- 
self; for  was  not  she,  at  this  moment,  re- 
ceiving pecuniary  assistance,  by  way  of 
loan,'  from  this  country  ?  He  did  not  mean 
to  say  that  it  was  improper  to  extend  that 
assistance.  If  the  situation  of  Ireland  had 
been  examined  into,  this  angry  debate 
night  have  been  avoided.  He  could  not 
consent  to  recant  what  he  had  said.  It 
was  the  eiiect  of  an  anxious  desire  for  the 
happiness  of  Ireland,  and,  therefore,  he 
could  brook  the  language  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  who  desired  him  not  to 
interfere  with  that  kingdom.  —  (Mr. 
M^Naughten  here  observed  that  he  had 
not  used  that  expression.)— He  would  ap« 
peal  to  them  around  him  whether  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  not  so  said ;  but, 
however,  he  still  thought  the  Property  Tax 
would  be  the  best  mode  of  providing  for 
the  revenue,  instead  of  the  Tobacco  Doty, 
as  that  would  exonerate  the  poorer  classes., 

Mr.  M'Naugkien  denied  that  he  was 
angry  with  the  hon.  gentleman  who  had 
given  an  Irish  recommendation  with  re- 
spect to  the  taxes,  by  stating  that  a  modi- 
fication of  the  Property  Tax  would  be  de« 
iirable  for  Ireland.  There  was  no  tax  on 
Property  in  Ireland.  Ireland,  instead  of 
being  averse  to,  would  be  yerv  much 
obli^  by  the  hon.  gentleman^s  inter- 
ftrence  in  her  affairs,  because  whatever 
affected  her  must  equally  affect  England. 

Mr.  Huichiiuon  wished  for  more  time, 
and  condemned  the  duty  as  unproductive. 

The  Report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
to  morrow. 

latsn  NswspAPBas  — DoTixs  on  An- 
iraaTiSBMBNTs.]  Sir  John  Newport,  in 
pursuance  of  notice,  entered  into  a  state- 
ment of  the  nature  of  the  Duty  upon  Ad- 
^orttsements  in  Ireland,  and  a  comparison 
thereof  with  that  of  England.    He  com* 
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plained  of  its  being  nnjnat  and  contrary  tm 
the  articles  of  the  Union  with  that  country^ 
which  ordained  that  Ireland  should  not  bm 
taxed  in  any  one  instance  more  than  Eng* 
land.  It  was  injurious  to  the  liberty  of 
the  Press,  bocause  only  those  papers  in 
the  interest  of  government  were  favoured 
with  government  advertisements,  and  it 
was  not  productive,  as  there  had  beea 
only  the  sum  of  2,500/.  raised,  although  it 
haci  been  sUted  at  80,000/.  The  pro* 
prietors  of  newspapers  in  Ireland  wer«»  al« 
lowed  only  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  upon 
payment  of  duty,  while  those  in  England 
were  allowed  17  per  cent,  which  afforded 
another  instance  of  its  being  contrary  to 
the  act  of  union  between  the  two  countries. 
He  concluded  with  moving,  '*  That  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  Act  of  the  50th  of  the  King 
as  imposes  an  additional  duly  oftwo  shil- 
lings for  every  ten  lines  which  every  ad- 
vertisement, proclamattbn,  order,  or  act 
of  state,  published  in  any  Ga&ette,  News- 
paper, Journal,  or  Daily  Accounu  shall 
contain,  over  and  above  the  first  ten  lines, 
and  as  imposes  a  duty  of  one  halfpenny 
on  every  hand-bill  in  Ireland." 

Mr.  pMter  said  he  was  willing  to  place 
the  Irish  newspapers  on  the  same  footing 
as  the  English,  ir  the  right  hon.  baronet 
desired  it ;  but  he  suspected,  if  so,  that 
the  right  hon.  baronet  would  not  be  a  fa» 
vourite  with  the  Irish  printers.  He  muet 
say,  that  it  was  rather  ridiculous  in  some 
gentlemen  to  talk  of  the  duty  on  adves^ 
tisements  as  being  detrimental  to  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  when  the  two  subjecti 
were  m  nowise  connected.  The  worthy 
baronet  seemed  to  think  that  he  had  vio- 
lated the  act  of  union  by  laying  on  some 
duties  in  Ireland  higher  than  in  England. 
The  worthy  baronet  when  in  office  did  the 
same  thing.  He  m^  shake  his  head,  bttt 
he  did.  ''  Yes,  (said  Mr.  F.)  vou  laid  a  tas 
upon  jaunting  cars.  What's  the  reason 
you  don't  hold  up  your  head  and  answer 
me  ?  You  laid  a  tax  upon  jaunting  cart, 
and  you  laid  a  tax  upon  licences  for 
public  houses.  I  do  not  blame  you,  I  did 
the  same  thing.  (A  laugh.)  Jt  ts  not  iair* 
however,  that  you  should  accuse  me  of  that 
as  a  fault,  in  the  commission  of  which 
you  must  have  thought  yourself  periecUy 
justifiable.'' 

Mr.  SheruUm*  I  really,  Sir,  canooC  help 
remarking  the  surprising  change  of  temper 
which  has  so  suddenly  manifeated  itself 
in  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  A  few 
minoiat  ago«  when  the  hon*  gantlenaa 
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below  aM  (Mr.  Banket)  said  that  Ireland 
waa  a  burden  upon  England,  be  was  in- 
alanily  all  on  fire ;  and  well  be  migbt* 
If  Ireland  10  a  harden  npon  England, 
where  are  you  to  aeek  the  reason  ?  Where 
but  in  the  oppression,  the  injustice,  and 
the  tyranny  of  ibis  country,  which  baji  so 
long  enthralled  Ireland ;  which  has  de- 
baaed  her  for  three  centuries.  I  do  noi 
wonder,  however,  at  the  sudden  good  hu« 
moor  of  the  right  hon.  gentlenan.  1  hear 
a  few  of  the  worthy  gentlemen  opposite 
have  been  amusing  themselves  this  even- 
ing elsewhere.  (A  laugh*)  Really  I  am 
very  hx  firom  blaming  them;  indeed  lam 
one  of  the  last  in  the  House  who  would 
desire  to  interrupt  their  diversion.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  has  said,  if  the 
Union  is  to  be  violated,  it  is  best  to  repeal 
it  at  once  ;  now,  .all  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  has  done  with  respect  to  the 
press,  is  a  violation  of  the  act  of  union  ; 
n  violation  of  that  clanse  which  says,  that 
no  taxes  are  to  be  raised  in  Ireland  higher 
than  in  England.  It  will  not  be  the  least 
excuse  for  him  to  sav»  that  my  right  hon. 
friend  beside  me  did  so  too.  Even  if  it 
was  the  fact,  it  would  not  excuse  his  fol- 
lowing a  bad  example :  but  my  worthy 
friend  did  no  such  thing,  ne  taxed 
jaunting  cars— there  are  no  jaunting  cars 
in  England,  so  the  case  does  not  hold 
tbene.  He  taxed  lieges,  but  licences 
are  not  articles  of  taxation,  but  police  re- 
ffttlations  i  so,  there  also  he  is  in  error, 
in  fact,  he  has  not  made  out  a  single  case 
where  my  right  hon.  frien^  has  violated 
the  act  of  union.  (Mr.  Foster  and  Mr. 
Perceval  here  appeared  to  converse.)  I 
should  be  obliged  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  for  his  attention,  though  per- 
haps, it  would  be  more  politic  in  me  to  let 
him  continue  his  hints  to  his  right  hou. 
friend  ;  indeed,  1  shall  lose  but  little  by 
bis  instilling  a  few  qf  the  arguments  to- 
sight  into  the  ear  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man beside  him.  I  turn,  however,  to  the 
hon.  gent,  below  (Mr.  Bankes)  who  has 
had  the  hardihood  to  say,  this  night,  that 
Ireland  cannot  support  her  own  govern- 
OMnt.  It  is  not  so.  She  can  support  her 
fair  proportion ;  but  she  cannot,  nor  ought 
she,  to  'be  required  to  advance  an  over- 
rated quota  to  the  general  defence  of  the 
empire.  See  what  Ireland  is  doing  for 
vou— see  her  sacrincing  her  courage*.* 
her  best  blood  in  our  defence ;  and  can 
vou  in  return  basely  reproych  her  with 
ber  poverty  }  Yon  have  00  right  to  do  so. 
If  she  is  poor,  she  hu  beowae  so  in  your 
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support.  Sfaxt  her,  then,  the  mortifictt« 
tion  of  hearing,  that  she  owes  that  to  your 
gratitude  which  she  has  a  right  to  claim^ 
not  from  your  bounty  but  your  justieow 
It  has  been  said  that  the  press  cannot  be 
hurt  by  raising  the  duty  on  advertismeots* 
There  are  three  ways  of  destroying  the  li- 
berty of  the  press ;  one  is  by  oppressivu 
acts  of  parliament,  another  is  by  fir-q^icto 
informations  and  the  unconstitotioaal  ba- 
nishment of  printers  to  distant  gaols ;  and 
the  third  is  by  raising  the  price  of  cheap 
publications.  This,  and  this  is  the  wajf 
resorted  to  in  Ireland,  it  is  a  mean,  cow- 
ardly, and  circuitous  attempt.  I  have 
ever  been  a  firm  friend  to  the  press,  and 
while  I  live  I  shall  continue  so.  I  fear 
no  corruption  either  in  the  state  or  in 
the  government,  while  the  press  exists. 
Against  ?enal  lords,  commons,  or  juries— - 
against  despotism  of  any  kind,  or  in  any 
shape — let  me  but  array  a  free  press,  and 
the  libertiesof  England  will  stand  unshaken. 
The  Chancellor  qfihe  Exchiqutr  justified 
the  opinions  of  his  right  hon.  friend  with 
respect  to  the  duty.  The  assimilation  to 
the  English  duty  would  raise  more  money, 
and,  as  a  matter  of  revenue,  no  doubt  if 
the  right  hon.  baronet  was  sincere,  hie 
right  hon.  friend  would  consent  to  repeal 
the  present  .duty.  He  denied  thatitwaa 
a  violation  of  the  act  of  Union,  as  had 
been  urged.  Referring  to  what  had  been 
said  by  Mr.  Bankes,  he  must  declare  that 
Ireland  was  no  burden  on  England ;  so  far 
^ffom  it,  she  wsethe  great  strength  of  the 
empire  in  assisting  to  combat  the  enemy* 
both  by  sea  and  land.  The  loan  which 
had  just  been  granted,  was  given  foe.  the 
advantage  of  the  whole  empire.  To  con« 
tribute  to  the  wants  of  such  a  friend  was 
serving  this  country.  To  say,'  that  such 
a  sum  as  four  millions  and  a  half  uken 
from  the  Exchequer  in  aid  of  Ireland  was 
entailing  a  burthen  on  England,  or  was  de» 
tracting  from  that  dignity  and  station  io 
the  empire  which  Ireland  ought  and  did 
possess,  was  holding  language  which 
should  not  be  held  out.  The  loan  was  aol 
an  act  of  generosity  and  relief,  but  an  act 
of  liberality  and  justice,  as  well  to  Ensf 
laud  as  to  Ireland,  for  she  was  the  main 
limb  of  the  empire.  The  right  heo« 
gentleman  had  talked  of  the  liberty  of 
the  press,  of  informations  filed  by  th^ 
Attorney  General,  of  sending  persons 
to  distant  prisons,  of  the  uoconsttto* 
tiooal  caprice  of  the  judges,  &c. ;  but  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  ahouhi  weigh  weU 
the  use  of  words  befiire  be  altered  them. 
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He  could  not  justly  charge  the  judges  with 
being  actuated  by  caprice  in  passing  the 
sentence  of  the  law  upon  offenders.  There 
never  was  a  time  when  the  administration 
of  justice  was  so  pure~*-when  the  judges 
were  so  uncorrupt.  If  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman would  reconsider  his  words,  he 
would  find  that  he  had  been  too  hasty, 
and  that  there  was  no  foundation  for  any 
one  of  his  charges. 

Mr.  Sheridan  in  explanation  said,  that 
when  punishment  arose  from  caprice,  the 
law  could  not  justify  it,  and  therefore  he 
should  take  this  opportunity  of  giving 
notice,  that  he  would  next  session  move 
£orthe  repeal  of  thai  law  which  related  to 
Ex'Officio  Informations. 

Mr.  Ponsanby  supported  the  motion. 
He  thought  the  hon.  gent,  who  had  ob- 
served that  Ireland  was  a  burden  to  this 
country,  rather  deserved  the  thanks  than 
the  reprobation  of  the  gentlemen  of  that 
country,  as  he  had  shewn  the  necessity  of 
some  remedy  being  adopted  for  the  evil. 
It  must  be  acknowledged  that  that  coun- 
try was  in  difficulty,  which  could  not  pay 
the  interest  of  its  own  debt,  but  must  ac- 
cept 4|  millions  for  its  service.  In  this 
instance,  however,  the  right  hon.  gent, 
was  imposing  an  unjust  tax,  as  it  was  con* 
trary  to  the  spirit  of  the  union;  and  al- 
though it  might  not  tend  to  destroy  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  yet  it  enabled  go- 
▼emment  to  shew  an  uifjust  partiality, 
and  to  create  dissatisfaction  in  that  coun- 
try, which  they  ought  to  use  every  exer- 
tion to  conciliate. 

Mr.  Pamell  said  that  he  could  not  admit 
the  construction  of  the  act  oi'  union  that 
had  been  given  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  If  those  parts  of  the  7th  ar- 
ticle which  pointed  out  the  application  of 
the  revenues  of  Ireland,  and  the  manner 
in  which  the  proportions  of  contribution 
were  to  be  provided  were  taken  together, 
it  appeared  to  him  that  no  article  could 
be  taxed  higher  in  Ireland  than  it  was  in 
England.  Taxation  for  the  purpose  of 
proyiding  for  the  proportion  of  contribu- 
tion being  necessarily  by  that  article  a 
proceeding  following  taxation  for  provid- 
ing for  the  interest  of  the  debt,  which 
/ormed  a  separate  charge,  the  true  pur- 
|K)rt  of  the  clause  directing,  that  no  arti- 
cle should  be  taxed  higher  in  Ireland  than 
in  England  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
the  proportion,  was  to  prevent  any  article 
from  being  so  taxed  for  any  purpose  what- 
ever. Whatever  the  tax  on  any  article 
might  be  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the 


: 


separate  charge,  no  such  addition  could 
be  made  to  it  for  defraying  the  joint 
charge  as  would  make  it  altogether  higher 
than  it  was  in  England.  It  was  however 
no  wonder  that  difficulties  should  arise  in 
ascertaining  the  precise  meaning  of  this 
article.  It  had  now  been  the  subject  of 
discussion  for  some  weeks  before  the  Irish 
Finance^Dommittee,  and  as  yet  the  only 
opinion  the  Committee  had  been  able  to 
form  of  it  was,  that  it  was  almost  wholly 
unintelligible.  But  in  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  issue,  a  noble  member  of  that  Com- 
mittee,  the  franier  of  the  article,  had  so 
lately  as  yesterday  declared  that  Ireland 
was  secured  by  it  from  the  imposition  of  a 
higher  duty  on  any  article  than  that  arti^- 
cle  was  liable  to  in  England,  In  respect 
to  the  duty  on  advertisements,  he  must 
contend  that  it  was  grievous  te  the  editors  of 
the  public  papers,  and  had  a  tendency  to 
destroy  the  liberty  of  the  press.  He  conld 
consider  it  in  no  other  light  than  that  of 
an  attack  upon  those  editors  who  were  the 
advocates  of  the  people,  and  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  abuses  of  government.  As  to 
revenue,  it  was  idle  to  look  open  it  as  ever 
having  been  intended  to  be  productive. 
It  was  a  measure  of  the  same  class  as  many 
others  of  the  Irish  government  to  endea- 
vour to  stifle  the  freedom  of  public  dis- 
cussion. This  he  firmly  believed  to  bt 
the  case  when  he  considered  the  use  which 
was  made  of  the  annual  grant  of  10,0001. 
nominally  given  for  printing  proclama- 
tions ;  and  also  the  manner  in  which  the 
express  establishment  between  London 
and  Dublin  was  converted  into  a  source  of 
profit  to  some  editors,  and  of  injury  to 
others.  The  argument  that  the  Irish  press 
could  bear  equal  burdens  with  the  Eng- 
lish was  one  at  Tariance  with  every  prin- 
ciple of  taxation.  In  this  country  the 
public  press  had  been  long  established, 
and  it  was  supported  by  the  immense 
wealth  of  the  nation.  In.  Ireland  it  was 
but  just  beginning  to  take  the  form  of  an 
established  business,  and  had  to  depend  on 
the  support  of  a  people  only  beginning  to 
emerge  from  poverty.  But  in  his  opinion 
there  was  a  still  stronger  reason  why  the 
press  of  Ireland  should  be  protected  in- 
stead of  oppressed,  and  that  was,  ber  hav- 
fng  lost  her  local  legislature  by  the  union. 
The  public  press  had  become  the  substitute 
of  that  legislature.  Without  it,  the  griev- 
ance of  the  people  and  the  abuses  of  go- 
vernment could  not  be  known ;  it  was  im- 
possible that  righto  could  be  protected  or  ' 
wrongs  redrened  witbont  tb*  aid.  of  this 
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Mtablithment ;  he  iboQld  therefore*  on  thii 
and  on  ell  occauops,  resist  to  the  otmost  of 
his  power  every  restriction  that  was  en- 
deavoured  to  be  imposed  upon  it. 

Colonel    Bony   said    he    should   rote 
against  the  motiotu 

Mr.  Shaw  havinipc  already  troubled  the 
House  on  this  subject,  begged  to  assure 
them  that  at  this  late  hour  he  would  not 
trespass  on  their  patience  more  than  to 
answer  one  or  two  obserrations  that  feU 
from  the  right  hon.  genti  opposite.  He 
was  sorry  the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Fos- 
ter) had  so  short  a  memory ;  for  he  ap- 
pealed to  every  gentleman  who  was  pre- 
sent at  the  opening  of  the  Irish  Budget 
last  year,  whether  .the  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  did  not  distinctly  say,  that  as  the 
price  of  the  Irish  newspapers  was  just  two 
thirds  of  the  English,  therefore  no  objec- 
tion could  hp,  made  to  raising  the  tax  on 
advertisements  to  the  same  ratio,  that  is, 
to  two  thirds  the  English  tax.  Was  this 
the  case  or  not  ?  It  had  been  said  that  if 
the  tax  was  repealed  another  must  be  sub- 
stituted in  its  place.  This  was  a  very  er- 
roneous apprehension,  because,  as  it  was 
stated  in  the  petition  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  present  from  the  proprietors  of 
Irish  newspapers,  th»>tax  was  as  unpro- 
ductive as  it  was  oppressive.  Therefore, 
placing  it  upon  its  former  footing  would 
occasion  no  defalcation  of  revenue.  It 
had  been  most  whimsically  remarked  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  the  tax 
being  unproductive  vras  occasioned  by  the 
obstinacy  of  the  proprietors  of  the  news- 
papers who  set  themselves  against  it.  But 
could  it  be  for  a  moment  supposed  that 
they  would  be  such  enemies  to  their  own 
interests  as  to  refuse  the  insertion  of  ad- 
vertisements, upon  which  their  proBts  al- 
most entirely  depended  ?-^Mr.  Shaw  made 
use  of  several  oth^r  arguments  to  demon* 
atrate  the  injustice  and  the  impolicy  of  the 
tax,  and  contended,  that  it  ought  not,  at 
all  evenu,  in  any  case  to  exceed  two- 
thirds  of  the  doty  paid  in  England. 

After  a  few  words  from  sir  John  New- 
port, in  reply,  the  House  divided,  when 
there  appeared 

Against  the  motion 51 

For  it.. 21 

Majority   , ,...•— 30 
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HOUSX   OF   COMMONS. 

Saturday,  May  25. 

Ma.  Palmbx's  Claims — The  Prikcb  Rb- 
cent's  Akswbb  TO  THB  Addnbss.]     Mr. 


WkMread  said,  he  came  down  to  the 
House  to  day,  for  the  purpose  of  renew- 
ing a  notice  which  he  had  given  last  night 
OB  the  subject  of  the  Message  received  "* 
from  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent^ 
in  ans\%er  ta  the  Address  of  the  House# 
relative  to  Mr.  Palmer's  claims.  The 
answer  which  his  royal  highness  had 
been  advised  by  ministers  to  give  to  that 
Address,  conveyed  the  grossest  possible 
insult  on  that  House,  going,  as  it  did,  to 
express  a  doubt  of  the  inclination,  or  of 
the  ability  of  the  House  to  make  good  any 
sums  which  his  royal  highness  might 
order  to  be  issued  in  consequence  of  an 
Address  of  that  House.  He  had  given  his 
notice  on  this  subject,  in  consequence  of 
having  seen  a  printed  paper,  purporting 
to  give  an  account  of  the  proceedings  in 
another  place,  in  which  it  was  stated,  that 
his  Majesty's  ministers  had  'advised  the 
Prince  Regent  not  to  accede  to  the  re- 
commendation of  the  House.  Nothine 
but  imperious  duty  could  have  induced 
him  to  posftpone  such  a  motion  beyond 
the  earliest  possible  moment  at  which  it 
could  be  brought  forward  ;  but  he  was 
under  an  absolute  necessity  of  going  to 
the  country,  and  could  not  be  in  the  House 
sooner  than  Thursday ;  he  therefore  now 
gave  notice,  that  if  no  other  member 
chose  to  bring  the  matter  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House  before  that  day, 
he  should  then  submit  a  motion  on  the 
subject,  although  he  should  thereby  be 
obliged  to  postpone  another  matter  of  im- 
portance which  stood  for  that  day,  it  be- 
ing his  intention  that  the  present  subject 
should  take  the  precedence.  He  now 
moved.  That  the  Answer  of  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent  to  the  Ad- 
dress of  that  House  be  read.  , 
The  Chancellor  qfihe  Exchequer  said,  he 
had  no  objection  to  accede  to  the  present 
motion,  nor  to  tiie  bringing  forward  of 
that  of  which  the  hon.  gent,  had  given 
notice,  but  he  would  say  now,  as  he  would 
maintain,  when  the  subject  was  properly 
before  the  House,  that  there  was  no  insult 
contained  in  the  Answer,  nor  any  thing 
unbecoming  the  high  personage  from 
whom  it  ceme,  or  the  ministers  who  ad- 
vised it  He  should  do  no  more  at  present 
than  shew  his  readiness  to  take  up  the 
challenge  of  the  hon.  gent  And  he  was 
convinced,  that  when  the  discussion  should 
take  place,  the  House  would  be  satisfied 
that  the  censure  of  the  hon.  gent  upon 
the  proceeding  was  unfounded  and  misup- 
plicd. 
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Mr.  C.  fV,  Wym  said,  that  if  there  was 
any  instance  on  the  Joarnals  of  a  similar 
answer  to  an  Address  of  that  Hoosoythe 
minister  who  advised  it  might  perhaps  be 
jnstilied,  but  he  defied  them  to  produce 
any  such  instance.  In  the  present  in* 
•tance  the  privileges  of  the  House  were 
attacked.  He  would  contend  it  was  the 
case  ;  for  the  power  of  the  House  to  make 
good  its  engagement,  was  either  doobted 
or  resisted  by  the  minister.  He  was  sorry 
that  his  honourable  friend  had  named  so 
distant  a  day;  because  the  duty  of  a 
member  of  parliament  was  paramount  to 
all  others ;  and  in  cases  such  as  the  pre- 
sent»  he  thoaght  it  would  become  them  to 
imitate  the  condact  of  their  ancestors,  by 
postponing  every  other  business  or  consi- 
deration to  a  question  of  privilege.  He 
was  more  surprised  at  this  proceeding 
than  at  any  which  bad  taken  place  since 
be  had  a  seat  in  parliament.  As  to  the 
measure  against  which  it  w&s  directed,  it 
was  one,  however  objectionable  in  prin- 
ciple, sanctioned  by  the  practice  of  the 
House  upon  other  occasions.  In  the  case 
of  Mr.  Webber,  the  House  injudiciously, 
he  thought,  had  exercised  the  prtrilege  of 
Address ;  and  thoueh  his  opinion  was  not 
altered  with  regard  to  the  case  of  Mr. 
Palmer,  or  the  general  inexpediency  of 
adopting  the  principle  of  Address  upon 
•ncn  occasion,  yet,  when  it  was  done,  it 
must  be  carried  into  efiect,  and  was  en- 
titled to  all  the  weight  and  authority  that 
parliament  could  give  to  its  proceedings. 
The  House  of  Commons  might  as  well  be 
feqilired  to  wait  the  opinion  of  the  Lords 
upon  erery  public  monument,  yet  nonu- 
ments  were  voted  without  that  sanction. 
The  debts  of  Mr.  Pitt  were  paid  without 
#ny  such  postponement ;  and  the  salaries  of 
the  Judges  were  increased  without  waiting 
Ibr  the  opinion  of  the  Lords.  For  these 
reaions,  he  was  anxious  that  the  question 
should  be  brought  forward,  as  its  import* 
ance  entitled  it  to  an  early  and  full  dis- 
CQSsion. 

The  ChaneeUar  qfikt  £jrcA«9fier  said,  that 
through  the  whole  of  his  obserTations,  the 
hon.  gent,  was  pleased  to  run  away  with 
the  assumption  that  he  intended  to  ques- 
tion the  privileges  of  that  Home.  Nothing 
could  be  more  unjust  than  such  an  assump- 
tion. On  the  contrary,  he  should  con- 
tend, that  the  Address  alluded  to  con- 
tained nothing  which  coofd,  in  the  re- 
motest degree,  aflect  those  privileges,  or 
iqaestioo  the  authority  of  parliament. 

Mr.  WhUhtad  said  he  could  not  attend 
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on  Monday,  as  he  had  already  declared  ; 
but  it  was  competent  to  any  other  gentle* 
man  to  bring  it  forward  at  a  more  early 
period.  All  he  should  say  at  present,  was, 
that  the  advice  of  the  minister  to  the 
Prince  Regent,  could  only  be  interpreted 
in  this  way ;  that  where  the  House  said, 
I  will  give  the  money,  the  minister  said, 
you  shall  not. 

The  Answer  of  the  Prince  Regent  was 
then  r^ad  by  the  clerk. 

Floggino  in    thx   Local   Militia-— 
Tatlos's  Cooar  Maxtial.]     Sir  Froncw 
Burdeti  rose  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  subject  of  Military  Flog- 
ging.    It  was  a  subject  which  had  long 
and  deeply  occupied  his  mind,   and  he 
would  have  brougnt  forward  some  motion 
on  the  subject  before,  but  he  had  been 
advised  to  defer  it,  as  the  general  feeling 
of  the  gorernment  appeared  to  be  adverse 
to  this  odious,  disgraceful  and  abominable 
practice,  and  the  clause  which  had  been 
introduced  this  session  into  the  Mutiny 
act,  shewed,  at  least,  a  disposition  to  coun* 
teract  the  evil ;  and  he  had  been  willing 
to  receive  it  as  an  earnest  of  some  better 
plan  of  military  discipline  than  that  which 
now  existed.    However,  he  had  received 
information    of  the  continuance  of  this 
practice,  and  in  a  service  where  such  an 
ignominious  and  cruel  punishment  could 
least  bo  justified—in  the  case  of  a  person 
compelled  to  serve  in  the  Local  Miliiia« 
which  obliged  him,  however  reluctantly^ 
to  bring  before  the  House  some  motion^ 
which  might  lead  to  a  more  certain  re- 
medy for  so  great  an  evil.    The  circum- 
stances with  which  he  had  been  made  ac- 
quainted, by  letter,  were  these :  The  I^- 
verpool  regiment  of  Local  Militia,  com- 
manded   by    colonel    Earle,    had    been 
marched  from  that  city  to  Ormskirk,  on 
the  22d  of  April,  and  the  quality  of  the 
bread  was  a  subject  of  complaint  .among 
the  men,  many  of  whom  had  been  used 
to  a  comfortable  mode  of  living.     Hovr- 
ever«  the  quality  of  the  next  rations  of 
bread  was  not  better,  and  after  some  re- 
presentations on  the  subject,  and  the  ex- 
amination of  the  bread   by  the  colonel, 
who  declared  it  to  be  good,  the  major  part 
of  the  men  consented  to  take  it,  but  nine- 
teen of  them  refused,  who  were  confined 
on  the  27th  of  April.     One  of  them.  The* 
mas  Taylor,  composed  a  song,  which  con- 
tained allusions  to  the  bad  quality  of  the 
bread,  (here  the  hon.  baronet  read  a  part 
of  the  song)  some  copies  of  which  were 
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printedy  and  the  colonel  obtained  a  copy^ 
and  then  sent  to  stop  the  press.  No  far- 
ther notice  was  taken  of  it  until  the  2d  of 
May,  when  the  adjutant  confined  Taylor, 
who  was  tried  immediately  after  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  and  allowed  but  one 
hour  to  prepare  his  defence,  in  which  three 
witnesses  bore  testimony  to  his  good  cha- 
racter. He  was  sentenced  to  receive  200 
lashes,  and  was  marched  to  the  regiment 
at  2  o'clock  the  same  day,  when  he  re* 
ceived  50  lashes,  the  rest  being  remitted. 
He  was^  refused  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of 
the  Court  Martial,  and  among  other  rea- 
sons alledged  for  his  punishment,  his  po* 
litics  were  one*  He  was  a  very  respect- 
able man,  held  the  situation  of  clerk,  was 
married,  and  his  wife,  when  he  received 
the  first  lash,  fainted  away,  and  had  since 
been  very  ill,  and  the  privates  and  drum* 
sners  of  the  regiment  had  been  much  af- 
fected at  the  infliction  of  the  punishment. 
The  hon.  baronet  said,  that  he  considered 
this  case  of  the  highest  importance,  both 
as  it  affected  the  individual  and  the  cha- 
racter of  the  country,  which  was  disgraced 
by  the  continuance  of  such  a  practice, 
and  he  had  the  authority  of  persons  who 
stood  high  in  the  service  for  saying,  that 
flogging  was  as  unnecessary  as  it  was 
cruel,  and  not  at  all  requisite  for  the  main- 
tenance of  discipline  in  the  regular  ser- 
vice, when  its  only  effect  was  to  produce 
a  loss  of  character,  to  which  loss  of  life 
was  infinitely  preferable.  But  when  this 
punishment  was  extended  to  the  respec- 
table father  of  a  family,  dragged  into  the 
•ervice,  it  was  truly  (Ireadful.  After  some 
further  remarks  on  the  nature  of  military 

Eunishroent,  the  hon.  baronet  concluded 
y  moving,  «  That  the  Minutes  of  the 
Court  Martial  held  on  Thomas  Taylor, 
private  in  the  8th  company  of  the  Liver- 
pool Local  Militia,  be  laid  before  this 
House.'' 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exahequer  express- 
ed a  wish  that  the  hon.  baronet  would 
defer  his  motion  until  some  inquiry  could 
be  made  into  the  propriety  of  complying 
with  it,  as  he  believed  it  was  contrary  to 
the  general  principle,  and  was  desirous 
that  some  general  officers  might  be  con* 
salted  upon  it.  As  next  week' was  full, 
and  Monday  and  Tuesday  in  the  follow- 
ing week  were  holidays,  perhaps  the  hon. 
baronet  would  consent  to  defer  his  motion 
till  Wednesday  se'nnight. 

General  Tartdon  thought  that  it  would 
be  better  to  delay  it,  till  a  letter  could  be 
received  from  the  district* 
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Mr.  Wkilkread  agreed  in  this  suggestion, 
and  said,  he  should  be  sorry  to  be  absent' 
at  tbe  discussion,  as  he  had  been  one  of 
those  who  hoped  the  new  clause  in  the 
Mutiny  act  would  have  prevented  the 
continuance  of  the  practice  of  flogging, 
which  be  believed  to  be  wholly  unneces- 
sary in  the  English  army.  As  Wednes- 
day se'nnight  would  be  the  5th  of  June, 
perhaps  the  following  day  would  be  more 
convenient. 

Sir  P.  Burden  signified  his  concurrenoa 
in  the  proposed  adjournment  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  further  debate  on  the  subject  was 
then  adjourned  till  Thursday  the  6th  ofi 
June. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday,  May  27. 

Petition  of  the  Roman  CatholitSs 
OF  Ireland.]  The  Marquis  ofDowtuhire, 
in  presenting  the  petition  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  in  Ireland,  spoke  to  the  follow- 
ing effect :  My  Lords  ;  It  is  with  peculiar 
satisfaction  that  I  rise  this  night,  to  occupy 
a  few  moments  of  your  attention — mo- 
ments which  I  shall  devote,  however,  to  tha 
consideration  of  the  most  important  sub- 
ject that  can  meet  your  lordships'  mind* 
It  is  in  consequence  of  the  indisposition  of 
an  excellent  peer  (lord  Donoughmore)  a 
man  whose  name  will  be  ever  held  sacred 
by  his  country,  from  the  ^al  and  proper 
enthusiasm  he  has  displayed  in  the  cause  of 
his  Catholic  countrymen.  It  is,  my  Lords, 
in  consequence  of  his  indisposition  that 
this  honour  has  fallen  upon  me*  May  his 
health  soon  be  re-established,  that  so  tha 
Catholics  of  Ireland  may  again  possess  an 
abler  asserter  of  their  rights  than  myself; 
but  they  cannot  possess  a  more  sincere  one* 
No,  my  Lords,  I  feel  for  them  in  my  heart. 
I  know  them  well.  Not  merely  from  what 
I  have  beard,  but  from  what  I  have  seen 
and  witnessed.  They  are  a  most  respect- 
able body  of  men,  and  in  this  long  list  of 
petitioners,  my  Lords,  there  are  many 
reputable,  not  only  from  tbe  characters 
and  good  conduct,  but  from  the  situation 
they  hold  in  society.  Many  of  them  I 
know,  ihost  of  them  I  have  some  know- 
ledge of—- and  all  of  them,  I  can  as- 
sure yoQ,  my  Lords,  are  worthy  af  a 
participation  in  those  blessed  rights  and 
privileges  which  you  possess.  They  ara 
born  Britons,  my  Lords:  they  have  lived 
Britons :  they  think,  and  act,  and  feel  lika 

^Britons :  and  for  God's  sake  treat  ^em  as 
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Britbns.  By  listening  to  this  their  Peti- 
tion, ray  Lords,  you  secure  to  yourseWes 
the  boundless  edyantages  of  so  large  a 
portion  of  your  population ;  and  although 
they  hare  hitherto  been  injured,  sadly  in- 
jured ;  in  being  debarred  from  their  natural 
rights,  yet  so  genial  is  generosity  to  their 
nature,  that  you  will  now-— eTen  now**— by 
attending  to  their  Petttiop,  gain  their 
endless  gratitude.  I  therefore,  my  Lords, 
in  the  name  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land, present  to  you  this  Petition,  and  pro- 
pose that  it  be  taken  into  the  consideration 
of  this  House  on  Friday  the  7th  of  June. 

The  Petition  was  read,  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  and  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion on  Friday  the  7th  of  June,  for  which 
day  the  Lords  were  ordered  to  be  sum- 
moned* 

Iksolybnt  Debtors' BiLL.1  The  report 
of  the  Insolrent  Debtors'  Bill  was  pre- 
sented and 

Lord  Redesdak  proposed  a  new  clause, 
which  was  agreed  to,  for  the  purposes  of 
rendering  the  benefidf  s  of  clergymen  liable 
to  sequestration  under  the  Act  the  same  as 
in  otner  cases.  His  lordship  then  moved 
that  the  Bill  be  engrossed. 

Earl  Sianhope  wished  the  Bill  to  be  re- 
committed, in  order  to  give  an  opportunity 
of  rectifying  tKe  numerous  errors  which 
he  contended  were  still  in  the  Bill. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  would  not  object  to 
the  engrossmentruut  he  should  feel  himself 
compelled  to  say  not-content  to  the  third 
reading.  If,  howerer,  in  consequence  of 
the  failure  of  this  measure,  a  common  In- 
solvent Bill  was  brought  in,  he  would  not 
object  to  it. 

Lord  R'dMak  greatly  regretted  the 
opposition  which  his  Bill  had  met  with, 
and  observed  that  a  perfect  measure  could 
not  be  expected ;  all  they  could  do  was  to 
take  experience  as  far  as  possible  for  their 
guide,  and  make  further  enactments  as  they 
were  found  expedient  An  idea  had  gone 
abroad  that  this  was  his  final  Bill  upon  this 
subject,  but  the  fact  was,  that  he  had  an- 
other Bill  in  contemplation  for  the  purpose 
of  compelling  the  debtor  to  surrender  his 
property  to  his  creditors;  and  also  a  Bill 
vvhich  he  was  disappointed  in  its  not  being 
proposed  in  the  other  House  this  session, 
for  the  purpose  of  the  more  effectual  re- 
covery, at  a  small  expence,  of  debts  nnder 
20/.  ^ 

The  Earl  of  Moka  had  objections  to 
some  of  the  provisions  of  this  Bill,  but  was 
'liilly  aware  that  it  Was  impoisible  to  fram 


a  perfect  measure  upon  this  subject,  and 
was  therefore  prepared  to  support  the  pre- 
sent Bill  in  furtherance  of  the  principle 
which  he  so  anxiously  wished  to  establish. 
The  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 


e: 


9 


i 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Monday,  May  27. 

East  India  Board  Officers  Salaries 
Bill.]  The  Report  of  thui  Bill  wap 
brought  op.  « 

Mr.  Crecoey  said,  he  rose  to  object  to 
this  Bill,  in  its  present  state,  to  that  part  of 
it  at  least  that  related  to  the  increase  of 
salary  to  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Controul.    By  the  act  of  17P3,  that  act 
under  which  the  Eai^  India  Company  now 
hold  their  charter,  16,000/.  per  annum  was 
set  apart  out  of  the  East  India  Company's 
funds  as  a   provision  for  the  Board    of 
Controul ;    of  this  sum,  5,000/.  was  to  be 
distributed  at  the  pleasure  of  the  crown 
between  the  President  of  the  Board  and  two 
commissioner^^and  the  remaining  1  l,000l. 
was  to  be  applied  in  payment  of  Secreta* 
ries  and  clerks.    The  present  Bill,  said  the 
hon.  gent,  is  amongst  other  things  to  in* 
crease  this  sum  of  16,000/.  to  22,(X)0/.  ibr 
the  purpose,  as  is  said,  of  increasing  the 
salary  as  well  of  the  President  as  or  the 
inferior  clerks.    The  distribution  of  fbs 
5.000/.  under  the  act  of  1 793,  has  hitherto 
always  been  22,000/.  per  annum  to  the 
President,  and  1,500/.  per  annum  to  tich 
of  the  Comm issioners.    The  present  Presi* 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Controul  says  this 
sum  of  2,000/.  is  too  little  for  him,  and  he 
wants  more.    My  answer  to  him  always 
has  been,  and  now  is— I  admit  you  are  ill 
paid,  compared  with  the   two  commis- 
sioners, because  the  whole  business  is  done 
by  you,  and  they  do  nothing ;  their  places 
are  perfect  sinecures— there  never    has 
been  such  a  thing  as  a  Board  held  since 
the  first  institution  in  1744,  and  therefore 
let  the  crown,  in  the  just  exercise  of  its 
discretion,  give  you  a  greater  proportion 
of  the  5,000/.  than  it  hitherto  has  done, 
and  the  commissioners  less ;    the  fund  is 
perfectly    adequate,  considering   >J^>|[^ys 
that  the  commissioners  do  nothing.    The 
history  of  this  Board  of  Controul  is  really 
curious  enough.    When  Mr.  Pitt-first  in* 
troduced  it  to  public  notice  in  1784,  he 
bestowed  upon  it  this  flatterinff  descrip* 
tien :  he  said—"  It  was  intended  that  the 
Board  should  consist  of  none  but  privy 
counsellors ;    bot  the  Board  should  create 
no  increase  of  offican*  nor  impoit  tDj 
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aew.tmrd*!!^  siooa  he  tnisud  there  could 
be  found  penoot  enough  who  held  offices 
of  large  emolument  but  no  greet  employ* 
menty  whoae  leitore  would  amply  allow  of 
their  undertaking  the  duty  in  question/' 
This  romantic  system  of  the  gratuitous 
gofemment  of  India  by  the  sinecure 
men,  lasted  till  179S,  when  lord  Melrille 
not  only  made  a  proTision  for  himself  as 
president  of  the  Board  of  Controul,  but  to 
make  up  for  lost  time  and  past  errors,  he 
created  those  two  new  parliamentary  sine- 
cnresy  called  the  Junior  Commissioners  for 
managing  the  affairs  of  India.  The  pr^ 
sent  Bill  is  a  still  further  improvement  of 
the  present  president  of  the  Board  of  Con- 
Ironl  upon  the  act  of  his  noble  relation* 
He  wants  his  own  salary  raised,  but  he  will 
not  let  us  touch  his  sinecure  commis- 
fioners.  One  should  hare  supposed  he 
would  have  been  the  last  man  in  thecouo* 
try  to  quarrel  with  the  existing  act,  con* 
siderinc  it  was  made  by  his  rather,  and 
particularly  as  he  himself  had  given  notice 
of  the  termination  of  it,  and  of  an  early 
discussion  of  the  whole  subject.  As  how« 
ever  the  right hon.  gent,  is  evidently  above 
such  trifling  considerations  as  those,  he 
puts  us  upon  investigating  his  own  claims 
to  further  remuneration ;  he  is  the  first 
public  claimant  for  an  increase  of  salary 
in  this  office,  and  if  I  compare  him  with  a 
noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  who  held  this 
office  before  him,  and  who  made  no  such 
claim,  there  can  be  no  comparison  of 
what  might  have  been  the  justice  of  the 
claims  of  lord  Castlereagh  compared  with 
the  right  hon.  gent.  The  noble  lord  held 
this  office  longer  than  the  right  hon.  gent, 
has  done.  He  had  filled  a  great  situation 
in  the  state  for  some  time  before ;  the 
right  hon.  gent  has  made  his  first  appear- 
ance as  an  officer  of  the  state  in  his  pre- 
sent situation.  The  noble  lord,  as  the 
Indian  minister,  used  to  lay  bis  views  an« 
nually  before  this  House  in  what  is  calfed 
an  Indian  Budget,  an  operation  of  at  least 
great  labour  if  not  of  great  public  benefit, 
whereas  the  risht  hon.  gent,  has  very 
happily  relieved  himself  from  thiapart  of 
his  official  duty,  by  never  saying  a  single 
word  upon  the  subject ;  and  then  to  con- 
clude the  comparison,  the  noble  lord  held 
no  other  office  that  I  know  of»  whereas  the 
right  hon.  ^pent.  has  the  consolation  of  en* 
joying  a  smecore  place  in  Scotland  of 
2,000f.  per  annum  and  upwards.    Con- 


justice.  How,  then,  does  he  stand  as  to 
any  appeal  to*  our  compassion  ?  Wby» 
really,  considering  that  he  now  has  his 
pay  as  president  2,000/.  per  annum,  and 
his  sinecure  in  Scotland  of  2,000/.  more, 
considering  that  lord  Melville  has  one  pen* 
sion  from  the  East  India  Company  of 
2,000/.  per  annum,  another  from  the  crown 
of  }^0OL  per  annum,  that  he  has  in  ad* 
dition  to  these  pensions  a  sinecure  of 
5*500/.  per  annum,  making  between  the 
father  and  son  11,000/.  per  annum; 
considering  all  this,  and  above  all  con* 
sidering  that  the  family  first  embarked  ia 
public  life  in  the  gratuitous  line,  they 
may  at  least  be  said  not  to  have  done 
much,  and  that  no  case  of  real  distress  is  at 
all  made  out  by  the  right  hon.  president. 
—The  hon.  gent,  said,  perhaps  he  enter* 
tained  more  jealousy  of  the  right  hon. 
president  on  these  subjects  than  othersdid, 
and  it  was  owing  to  his  having  had  occa^ 
sion  before  now  to  look  after  him ;  some 
time  since  he  foiind  that  the  right  hon. 
president  had  got  very  comfortably  settled 
in  an  excellent  house,  for  which  0  or 
10,000/.  of  the  public  money  had  been 
given,  that  he  was  living  in  it,  rentpfinee^ 
and  that  he  was  pleased  very  humourously 
to  call  it,  the  official  residence  of  the  pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Controul;,  upon 
further  inquiry  he  found  that  this  house 
had  long  been  a  great  favourite  in  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  family,  that  lord 
Melville  had  himself  selected  it  as  a  hand* 
some  piece  of  attention  to  be  paid  him  by 
the  India  Company  in  the  shape  of  a  con* 
veyance  of  fee  in  return  for  his  gratuitoua 
government  of  India ;  and  this  pkih  was 
only  defeated  by  some  mischievous  per* 
sons  in  the  court  of  proprietors.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  when  he  succeeded  to  the 
office,  held  formerly  by  his  noble  relation, 
succeeded  likewise  to  the  passion  enter* 
tained  by  him  for  this  house ;  and,  as  he 
said  before  had  actually  shewn  addresa 
enough  to  get  possession  of  it  at  one  time. 
Now  the  only  use  he  meant  to  make  of 
this  fact  was  this,  namely,  to  impress  upoa' 
the  House,  that  when  they  have  any  thing 
to  do  with  the  right  hon.  gent,  as  a  claim* 
ant  for  remouneration  of  his  own  ser- 
vices, though  he  has  bad  barely  the  expo* 
rience  of  four  years'  official  labours,  yet  in 
the  appreciation  of  an  adequate  reward  for 
them,  he  would  be  found  to  be  a  very  con* 
siderable  artist.     Under  all  the  circom* 


eidering  therefore,  all  the  circumstances  of  >  stances  of  the  case,  he  hoped  the  right  hon. 
the  case,  I  think  the  right  hon.  gent,  fails  I  gent,  would  excuse  him  for  now  attempt* 
io  snaking  out  any  urgent  okim  upon  our  I  ing  to  aeparala  hiaa  fipon  the  society  of  the 
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priTUeges  imd  exemptionft  on  iheir  re* 
moTal,  to  which  they  were  eotitled  in  their 
own  countries  respectively.  .With  reepect 
to  attendance  on  divine  worship^  the  same 
order  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  would 
be  isBaed  here>  as  that  on  which  they  were 
contented  to  rest  in  Irelaud.  He  con- 
cluded by  objecting  to  delay  as  utneces^ 
lary,  as  any  future  consideration  might 
have  its  full  weight  in  other  stages,  or  on 
m  re-committal  of  the  Bill,  if  that  was  re- 
quisite. 

Mr.  Hutckmson  said,  that  the  good  sense 
in  which  the  right  hon.  gent  seemed  not 
to  be  wanting  in  his  treatment  of  other 
questions,  appeared  to  fail  him  altogether 
upon  every  subject  relative  to  Ireland. 
If  the  present  question  had  not  been  con- 
nected with  Ireland,  how  could  the  right 
bon.  gent,  have  observed  as  he  had  done 
upon  what  had  fallen  from  his  right  hon. 
friend.-  His  right  hon.  friend  has  said, 
that  there  would  be  no  need  of  delay,  if  a 
certain  objection  was  removed.  That  ob- 
jection the  right  hon.  gent,  refused  to  re- 
move; and  yet  he  contended  that  his  right 
bon*  friend  was  bound  by  his  own  argu- 
ment to  admit  the  delay  to  He  unnecessary. 
The  avowed  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  pro- 
mote more  effectually  the  union  and  har-' 
mony  of  the  two  countries.  Did  it  tend 
to  that  object  to  compel  the  Koman  Ca- 
tholic to  come  to  this  countrv  with  a 
doobtj  if  not  a  penal  restramt  upon  his  re- 
ligious rights  ?  But  it  was  said,  that  he 
would  be  put  in  the  same  situation  in  this 
country  he  was  in  his  own,  and  that  there- 
fore he  must  be  satisfied ;  but  was  he  satis- 
fied ?  was  the* Irish  Catholic  content  under 
bis  present  restrictions  ?  Admitting,  how- 
ever, that  the  present  Bill  put  him  in  the 
same  state  in  this  country  as  he  had  been 
bi  his  own,  but  that  he  did  not  think  itdrd 
to,  was  it  too  great  a  sacrifice  to  the  reli- 
ffious  feeling  of  the  country  to  make  a 
distinct  clause,  which  would  remove  every 
doubt  on  the  subject  ?  If  the  right  hon. 
gent.,  who  had  been  himself  so  long  an 
eminent  lawyer,  was  sincere  upon  this 
■object,  he  was  sure  that  he  must  wish  to 
put  it  in  as  unquestionable  a  shape  as  pos- 
sible. He  would  be  aliove  contending 
with  what  he  might  call  the  ignorance  or 
prejudices  of  the  Catholic  upon  this  sub* 
ject. 

General  Tarleicn  characterised  the  mea* 
rare  as  fraught  with  the  greatest  political 
said  military  advanUges  to  the  empire. 

Sir  W.  W.  Wym  did  not  think  the  mea- 
m«  particularly  expedient,  and  deprecat- 


ed anyhorry  in  carrying  it  through  par- 
liament. 

Mr.  Secretary  Mydtr  adverted  to  Ui« 
Irish  volunteering  Bill  of  1804,  at  which 
period  Mr.  Fox,  having  suggested  the  in« 
troduction  into  ihat  Bill  of  a  clause  ex- 
actly similar  to  that  recommended  by  the 
hon.  gentlemen  opposite,  and  having  been 
told  that  by  the  clear  construction  of  the 
law  the  Irish  Catholic  soldier  would,  on 
coming  to  this  country,  be  maintained  ia 
the  enjoyment  of  his  own  religion,  ac- 

?|Uiesced  in  the  reply.  He  had  authority 
rom  his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of  York« 
to  state,  that  on  the  passing  of  the  Bill,  an 
order  should  be  issued  similar  to  that  issued 
by  the  Commander  in  Chief  in  Ireland* 
If  any  doubt  yet  remained  on  the  minds 
of  the  House  upon  the  subject,  he  was  per- 
suaded thai  it  must  be  removed  on  hear- 
ing the  opinions  of  the  law  officers  of  the 
crown.  He  here  read  the  opinions  of  the 
Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  in  which 
it  was  stated  that  by  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill,  the  Irish  Catholic  militiaman,  on  bis 
transfer  to  this  country,  would  be  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  with  respect  to  reli- 

f;ion,  which  he  had  heretofore  enjoyed  in 
reland, .  notwithstanding  any  act  to  the 
contrary  which  might  now  be  in  force  in 
Great  Britain. 

Mr.  W,  Elliot  wished  for  an  additional 
clause  on  the  subject,  or  at  least  that  the 
Regent  should  be  advised  to  make  a  new 
article  of  war  upon  it. 

Mr.  Ponsonhy  doubted  whether  Mr.  Fos, 
having  the  subject  completely  before  him, 
had  ever  vvitliidrawn  such  a  clause  as  thai 
now  pri^osed :  if  he  had,  he  would  doubt 
the  accuracy  even  of  Mr.  Fox's  judgment. 
He  i^ese,  not  so  much  to  speak  to  the  ques- 
tion, as  to  notice,  that  an  hon.  friend  of  hit 
•would  submit  a  motion  on  this  point  on 
the  report,  when  they  would  have  an  op- 
portunity of  discussing  it. 

Mr.  Herbert  said  he  would  vote  for  any 
clause  that  would  render  the  Catholic 
rights  clear  and  explicit,  but^in  the  mean 
time,  would  not  suiter  that  to  induce  him 
to  vote  against  so  excellent  a  measure. 

The  Amendment  was  negatived  without 
a  division,  and  the  House  resolved  itself 
into  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Secretary  Byder  then  observed,  that 
to  obviate  any  misapprehension  of  the 
subject,  he  was  willing  to  move  the  inser- 
tion of  words  stating,  that  the  Irish  Ci^ 
tholic  militiaman,  when  transferred  to 
Eneland,  should  be  entitled  to  the  same 
civu,  military,  and,  religions  exemptions^ 
as  were  enjoyed  by  him  in  Ireland. 
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The  lereral  claosea  of  the  Bill  passed 
throagh  ibe  Committee  after  a  short  dis- 
cassion ;  and  the  House  having  been  re- 
samed,.  the  Report  was  ordered  to  be  re« 
ceived  on  Thursday* 

Incrbasb  of  Allowance  to  thb  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland.]  On  a  motion 
for  going  into  a  Committee  to  consider  of 
granting  an  increase  c^  allowance  to  the 
Lord  Lieatenaht  of  Ireland. 

Sir  J.  Ncxopari  wished  to  know  if  any 
notice  had  been  given  op  the  subject  A 
something  had  been  done  last  session  at  a 
Tery  late  period^  and  it  was  then  under* 
stood  that  early  this  session  certain  docu- 
ments were  to  be  laid  before  the  House« 
lo  prove  the  proposed  increase  of  allow- 
ance necessary.  This  he  thought  ought 
to  be  done,  and  it  was  proper  that  some 
notice  should  be  given  to  allow  time  for 
the  due  consideration  of  the  subject. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said  he 
bad  certainly  given  notice  of  the  motion 
on  Saturday ;  but  if  the  right  hon.  baronet 
wished  it  postponed  till  to-morrow ;  or 
any  day  at  but  a  short  distance  of  time, 
he  had  no  objection  to  the  postponement 
of  the  subject.  It  was,  however,  to  be 
remembered  that  the  motion  was  merely 
one  to  carry  into  effect  the  Resolution  of 
last  session. 

Sir  J.  Newport  replied,  that  if  it  was 
only  intended  to  bring  in  a  Bill  in  the  re- 
gular way,  on  the  subject,  there  would  be 
sufficient  opportunities  for  him  to  express 
his  sentiments  hereafter.  He  did  not, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  wish  to  cause 
any  delay,  but  he  was  not  aware  that  the 
House  had  the  regular  notice,  Saturday 
not  being  a  day  on  which  notices  were 
commonly  given. 

The  Chancellor  cf  the  Etchequer  repeated, 
that  he  had  given  notice  on  Saturday.— 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee,  in  which  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman moved.  That  an  addition  of  10,000/. 
per  annum  should  be  made  to  the  income 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland*  to  be 
«paid  out  of  the  consolidated  fund. 

Sir  /.  Newport  thought  that  this  ought 
to  be  done  out  of  the  surplus  of  the  Civil 
List,  which  was  at  present  paid  to  bis 
Majesty. 

Mr.  IF.  FoU  explained  that  the  propos- 
ed regulation  first  took  in  the  surplus  of 
the  Civil  List,  and  the  deficiency  only 
was  to  be  supplied  from  the  consolidated 
fond. 

Mr.  T^he  obj^ted  to  any  aogmentation 


whatever  to  the  Lord  Lieuteqant  He  wae 
already  relieved  from  great  part  of  the 
expence  attending  his  state  atod  dignity^ 
by  the  removal  of  the  Houses  of-  Parlia* 
ment. 

Mr.  W.  Pole  said,  that  without  an  in* 
crease  above  the  present  allowance,  tho 
expence  must  prove  ruinoui  to  any  pri« 
vate  fortune  whatever. 

The  Resolution  was  then  agreed  to* 
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Appeals  in  thr  House  of  Lords.] 
The  Earl  of  Lauderdaie,  after  observing 
that  the  information  before  the  Committjett 
on  this  subject  only  extended  to  the  com^ 
parative  increase  of  business  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery  between  the  periods  of  ten 
years  up  to  1755,  and  ten  years  from 
1800,  moved  lor  an  atcount  of  the  bu« 
siness  before  that  coiA*t  from  1755  to 
1800,  and  the  number  of  Decrees  from. 
1755  to  1810. 

The  Earl  of  Idverpooi  bad  no  objection 
to  the  motion,  but  could  not  consent  to 
delay,  till  the  information  was  produced, 
the  measure  in  contemplation  for  the  mora 
speedy  hearing  of  Appeals  in  that  House, 
which  he  thought  it  was  of  great  import- 
ance .should  be  passed  before  the  session 
closed,  in  order  that  they  might  begin  in 
the  next  session  on  the  new  arrangement. 
—The  motion  was  agreed  to.  The  order^ 
of  the  day  was  read  for  taking  into  consi« 
deration  the  Report  of  the  Committee're* 
lative  to  the  state  of  the  Appeals  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  The  Report  was  read  by 
the  clerk  at  the  table  as  follows  : — "  Re- 
solved, That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com* 
miltee,  that  it  is  indispensably  necessary, 
and  that  it  so  appears  to  be  from  the  great 
number  of  Appeals  and  Writs  of  Error 
now  depending  in  the  House,  amounting 
together  to  338,  of  which  296  are  Appeals, 
and  442  Wriu  of  Error,  that  a  greater  pro- 
portion of  the  time  of  the  House  of  liorda 
should  be  employed  in  hearing  Appeal*, 
than  has  been  hitherto  allotted  to  this  part 
of  the  business  of  the  House  ;  and  that  it 
will  be  expedient,  therefore,  Ihat  the 
House  shottia  determine  to  sit  for  this  pur- 
pose at  least  three  days  in  every  week 
during  the  session,  meeting  at  ten  o'clock 
at  latest  on  eaoh  day  till  the  present  arrear 
of  causes  shall  hare  been  considerably  re- 
duced, and  subsequently  two  days  in  the 
week  at  least,  meeting  at  the  same  hour. 
That  ts  the  abore  regulation  wiilmH 
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avoidably  take  up  a  large  porticm  of  the 
time  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  which  would 
have  been  employed  in  other  judicial 
«  duties,  as  appears  from  the  statement  con- 
tained in  the  Appendix,  of  the  periods 
during  which  the  Lord  Chancellor  usually 
sits  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  some  relief  should  be 
afforded  to  him  in  the  discharge  of  such 
other  judicial  duties. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
-this  Committee,  not  only  that  the  judicial 
business  of  the  House  of  Lords  hath  so  in- 
creased as  to  require,  and  to  be  likely  to 
continue  to  require,  a  greater  portion  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor's  time  than  was  here- 
tofore necessary  for  the  execution  thereof, 
and  therefore  to  disable  him  from  giving 
sufficient  attendance  in  the  Court  oT 
Chancery,  but  that  it  also  appears  from 
the  statements  in  the  Appendixes  of  the 
comparative  quantity  of  business  in  the 
Court  at  different  periods,  its  judicial  es- 
tablishments having  continued  the  same, 
that  there  is  a  considerable  increase 
thereof,  takmg  together  the  whole  of  the 
different  kinds  of  business  transacted  in 
the  Court ;  and  that  it  is  therefore  expe- 
dient, in  order  to  secure  at  tha  same  time 
a  sufHcient  attendance  upon  the  House  of 
Lords  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  suf- 
ficient means  for  carrying  on  the  business 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  that  an  ad- 
ditional Judge  in  the  Court  of  Chancery 
should  be  appointed. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  Com- 
mittee to  be  expedient  that  such  Judge 
should  hold  his  office  during  *  good  be- 
haviour^ and  that  he  should  be  of  a  rank 
correspondent  with  that  of  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  Committee,  that  it  is  expedient  to 
revive  the  practice  which  formerly  pre- 
vailed in  the  Hoifse  of  Lords  of  limiting 
the  period  in  each  session,  after  which 
Appeals  shall  not  be  received  in  that 
session. 

<'  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  Committee,  that  it  is  expedient  to 
order  all  the  parties  in .  the  Appeals  and 
Writs  of  Error,  which  may  be  depending 
at  the  close  of  the  present  session  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  to  lay  the  prints  of  their 
cases  upon  the  table  of  the  House,  before 
the  end  of  the  first  week  in  the  next  ses- 
sion of  parliament,  in  order  that  the  House 
may  be  enabled  to  form  some  judgment 
of  the  nature  of  the  cases  which  have 
bean  brought  before  them;   and  that  it 
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should  be  an  order  of  the  House  that  the 
prints  in  all  cases  of  Appeals  and  Writs- 
of  Error  should  be  hereafter  laid  upon  the 
table  of  the  House^  within  a  time  to  be 
limited  after  such  Appeals  and  Writs  off 
Error  have  been  presented," 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool,  after  an  able  and 
perspicuous  commentary  on  the  necessity 
of  adopting  measures  for  the  more  ex-* 
peditious  transaction  of  the  judicial  bu-> 
siness  of  the  House,  and  the  beneficial 
tendency  of  adopting  the  Resolutions,  re- 
commended by  the  Committee,  moved 
their  lordships  to  agree  to  the  first  Re« 
solution. 

Earl  Stanhope  cordially  agreed  with  the 
noble  secretary,  that  every  thing  whicb 
tended  to  dispatch  in  such  cases  was  de- 
sirable ;  but  with  the  Resolution  as  now 
proposed,  he  could  not  agree.  It  pro- 
ceeded on  a  principle  that  a  number  of 
cases  should  be  left  or  kept  untried.  This, 
he  thought,  was  wrong,  as  they  should 
proceed  until  the  whole  arrear  should  be 
wiped  oil*,  instead  of  '*  considerably  re* 
duced,''  as  the  Resolution  had  it;  and 
he  should  move  to  amend  it  accordingly. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  reminded  the 
noble  earl,  that  the  Resolution  referred 
only  to  Appeals  and  Writs  of  Error.  The 
House  had  other  judicial  business  to  attend 
to,  and  w^hich  occupied  a  great  portion  of 
their  lordships'  time,  as  the  cases  of  the 
Berkeley  and  the  Banbury  peerages  this 
session  amply  evinced.  There  must  al- 
ways, from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  be 
some  cases  remaining  untried,  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  preferable  to  leave 
the  Resolution  as  it  stood,  as,  when  the 
arrear  should  be  considerably  reduced, 
the  House  could  decide  on  the  most  pre- 
ferable mode  of  proceeding  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. 

Earl  Grey  approved  of  the  amendment. 
He  thought  they  should  proceed  ia  the 
most  expeditious  way  until  the  whole 
arrear  was  extinguislied  ;  and  that  it  would 
be  proper  to  introduce  into  that  part  of 
the  Resolution,  instead  of  the  present 
words,  the  following:  "Until  the  then 
existing:  arrear  of  causes  shall  be  extin-> 
guished." 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  repeated  his  ar- 
gument in  favour  of  the  Resolution  as  it 
now  stood  ;  and  thought  it  would  be 
better  to  leave  the  point  to  the  subse- 
quent discretion  of  the  House,  according 
to  circumstances,  as  they  were  now  guided 
in  several  other  points  of  a  nature  nearly 
similar. 
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The  wferal  clanaes  of  the  Bill  passed 
ifcroagh  kbe  Committee  after  a  short  dis- 
nBion ;  aod  the  House  having  been  re- 
WBtd,  the  Report  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ttivai  on  Thursday. 

Lhcuaii  or  Allowance  to  thb  Lord 
LiEi TENANT  OF  Irblamd.]  On  a  motion 
k(  gwng  into  a  Committee  to  consider  of 
{Tinttng  AQ  increase  df  allowance  to  the 
lai  Lieotsoaht  of  Ireland. 

^T  J,  Newport  wished  to  know  if  any 
Mice  had  been  given. on  the  subject.  A 
Maelhing  had  been  done  last  session  at  a 
my  late  period,  and  it  was  then  under^ 
and  that  early  this  session  certain  docu- 
aeots  were  to  be  laid  before  the  House, 
^  profe  the  proposed  increase  of  allow- 
»ce  necessary.  This  he  thought  ought 
to  be  done,  and  it  was  proper  that  some 
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Appeals  in  the  House  op  Lobds.] 
The  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  after  observing 
that  the  information  before  the  Committee 
on  this  subject  only  extended  to  the  com* 
parative  increase  of  business  in  the  Court 

r--r—   ^^  Chancery  between  the  periods  of  ten 

Mice  should  be  given  to  allow  time  for    years  up  to   1755,  and  ten  years  from 
!Wili»i^«.:j«^ft:^«^^r4i.«  ...u:^^«.  "^ISOO,  moved  for  an  aecoont  of  the  bu« 

before  that  coiA-t  from    1755   to 


'ie  doe  consideration  of  the  subject. 
Hie  Ckmceilar  qf  the  Exchequer  said  he 
^  certainly  given  notice  of  the  motion 
oSatarday ;  but  if  the  right  hon.  baronet 
^M  it  postponed  till  to*morrow;  or 
^  day  St  but  a  abort  distance  of  time, 
^  Had  no  objection  to  the  postponement 
« the  tabject  It  was,  however,  to  be 
■Sobered  that  tha  motion  was  merely 
«« to  carry  into  effect  the  Resolution  of 
Vttision. 

^  J'  Netspart  replied,  that  if  it  was 
i^y  intended  to  bring  in  a  Bill  in  the  re- 
(«iar  way,  on  the  subject,  there  would  be 
1*^^  opportunities  for  him  to  express 
Miemiaieots  hereafter.  He  did  not, 
^all  the  circumstances,  wish  to  cause 
"T^lay,  but  he  was  not  aware  that  the 
*^>*K  had  the  regular  notice,  Saturday 
Mbeiog  a  day  on  which  notices  were 
'"^flaty  given* 

^CAaaocOor  cf  the  Exchequer  repeated, 
J*  he  had  giren  notice  on  Saturday.— 
^  HoasB  then  resolved  itself  into  the 
-^■ittee,  in  which  the  right  hon.  gen- 
'*•«  moved.  That  an  addition  of  1 0,000/. 
^^m  slwiild  be  made  to  the  income 
|j«  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  to  be 
N  est  of  the  conaoHdated  fund. 
J^^'^tupen  thought  that  this  ought 
;  ^  done  oat  of  the  surplus  of  the  Civil 
j^vUch  was  at  present  paid  to  his 

.^'  ^>f6le  explained  that  tha  prbpos- 
^^VfihtiQii  first  took  in  the  surplus  of 
Jl  Civil  lin,  Mid  the  deficiency  only 
^^besapplied  from  the  consolidated 

^'  l%k  olgtcted  to  any  augmentation 


whatever  to  the  Lord  Lieateqant.  He  wai 
already  relieved  from  great  part  of  the 
expence  attending  his  state  and  dignity, 
by  the  removal  of  the  Houses  of*  Parlia* 
ment. 

Mr.  W.  Pole  said,  that  without  an  in« 
crease  above  the  present  allowance,  the 
expence  must  prove  ruinous  to  any  pri* 
vate  fortune  whatever. 

The  Resolution  was  then  agreed  to* 


house  of  loeds. 
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ISOO,  and  the  number  of  Decrees  from 

1755  to  1810. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  had  no  objection 
to  the  motion,  but  could  not  consent  to 
delay,  till  the  information  was  produced, 
the  measure  in  contemplation  for  the  mora 
speedy  hearing  of  Appeals  in  that  House, 
which  he  thought  it  was  of  great  import* 
ance  .should  be  passed  before  the  session 
closed,  in  order  that  they  might  begin  in 
the  next  session  on  the  ^ew  arrangement. 
— ^The  motion  was  agreed  to.  The  order^ 
of  the  day  was  read  for  taking  into  consi- 
deration  the  Report  of  the  CommitteeVe- 
lative  to  the  state  of  the  Appeals  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  The  Report  was  read  by 
the  clerk  at  the  table  as  follows  : — "  Re« 
solved.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com* 
mittee,  that  it  is  indispensably  necessary, 
and  that  it  so  appears  to  be  from  the  great 
number  of  Appeals  and  Writs  of  Error 
now  depending  in  the  House,  amounting 
together  to  338,  of  which  296  are  Appeals, 
and  442  Writs  of  Error,  that  a  greater  pro<- 
portion  of  the  time  of  the  House  of  J^rda 
should  be  employed  in  hearing  Appeals, 
than  has  been  hitherto  allotted  to  this  part 
of  the  business  of  the  House  ;  and  that  it 
will  be  expedient,  therefore,  that  the 
House  shoula  determine  to  sit  for  this  pur- 
pose at  least  three  days  in  every  week 
during  the  session,  meeting  at  ten  o'clock 
at  latest  on  each  day  till  the  present  arrear 
of  causes  shall  have  been  considerably  re- 
duced, and  subsequently  two  days  in  th^ 
week  at  least,  meeting  at  the  same  hour* 
That  as  the  abore  regulation  willnn* 
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the  said  electioD,andy8S8Qch  overseers, did 
wilfally»  fraudulently,  illegally,  and  for 
election  purposes;  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
real  electors  of  the  said  borough,  cause 
the  names  of  divera  persons  to  be  inserted 
in  the  poor's  rates  of  the  said  parish  as 
being  tne  occupiers  of  houses  within  the 
aaid  borough,  and  liable  to  pay  the  poor's 
rates  in  respect  thereof,  who  were  not,  at 
the  time  of  making  the  said  rates,  occu- 
piers of  such  housefly  or  who  had  merely 
a  colourable  and  fraudulent  occupation 
thereof,  and  who  were  not  liable  to  the 
payment  of  such  poor's  rates;  and  did 
mlso  wilfully,  injuriously  and  fraudulently, 
and  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  omit  to  in- 
sert the  names  of  seTeral  persons  in  the 
aaid  rates,  who  were  occupiers  of  houses 
within  the  said  borough,  liable  to  berated 
io  respect  thereof,  by  means  of  which  se- 
veral premises,  the  rights  of  the  real  elec- 
tors of  the  said  borough  hare  been  great- 
ly injured,  and  the  petitioners  aggrieved ; 
and  praying  that  the  Hjoose  will  take  the 
same  into  Uieir  consideration,  and  grant 
them  such  relief  as  to  them  shall  seem 
proper." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petitions  be 
taken  into  consideration  on  the  18ih  of 
June. 

PaTITIONa  OP  THS  MANVFACTUaaaS  OF 
MAHCHBSTaa  AND  BOLTON.]     Mt.  Black" 

tume  presented  a  Petition  from  the  dis^ 
tressed  manufacturers  of  Manchestf  r.  He 
atated  that  the  petition  was  subscribed  by 
more  than  forty  thousand  signatures,  the 
majority  of  whom  were  reduced  to  a  state 
of  extreme  distress.  As  he  conceived  this 
to  be  a  subject  of  great  public  importance, 
be  was  willing  to  give  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the 
Bouse  due  notice,  to  consider  of  the  best 
%nd  spfsediest  mode  of  administering  re- 
lief to  so  large  and  valuable  a  portion  of 
the  community.  He  should  upon  a  future 
day  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this 
•nbject.  He  then  moved  that  the  Petition 
bt  brought  up. 

Sir  Robert  Fed  said,  that  particular  cir- 
camstances  had  made  him  acquainted 
with  the  condition  of  those  upon  whose 
behalf  the  Petition  was  presented,  and 
oever,  he  believed,  was  there  an  instance 
in  which  the  labourers  of  this  country  suf- 
fered such  distress.  He  was  far  from  at- 
tributing thiaserioos  evil  to  the  conduct  of 
his  Majesty's  ministers;  it  was  owing,  he 
•ppreheoded,  altogether  to  the  successful 
4Wta  of  our  great  coemy.    He  hoped. 
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that  as  Parliament  had  already  come  for- 
ward to  support  the  inhabitants  of  Porta- 
gal,  under  the  calamities  brought  upon 
them  by  the  troops  of  Buonaparte,  they 
would  be  no  less  anxious  to  protect  thetr 
own  manufacturers  from  the  consequences 
of  his  policy.  The  body  soliciting  assist- 
ance was  a  most  useful  one,  and  had  con- 
tributed as  much  as  any  other  to  promote 
the  commerce  and  welbre  of  the  country. 
It  would,  he  ivas  persuaded,  go  a  great 
way  to  alleviate  their  distresses  ir  the ' 
House  of  Commons  were  to  shew  a  fellow* 
feeling  upon  the  occasion,  and,  therefore, 
he  hoped  that  government  would  deem  it 
expedient  to  administer  some  relief. 

Colonel  SimUey  said  he  had  another  Pe* 
tition  of  a  similar  nature,  signed  by  six  or 
seven  thousand  of  the  weavers,  spinners 
and  labourers  of  cotton  in  the  town  and 
vicinity  of  Bolton,  in  Lancashire,  which 
he  should  present  when  this  was  disposed 
of.  The  petitioners  were  a  most  indus- 
trious class  of  men,  and  the  distresses  to 
which  they  were  exposed  were  great  and 
serious.    * 

The  CAoaodZor  ^the  Exchequer  said,  ha 
did  not  doabt  that  such  Petitions  would 
always  be  received  by  the  House,  and 
disposed  of,  according  to  its  best  judg- 
ment. In  the  present  instance,  he  was 
anxious  that  the  Petition  and  all  its  details 
should  be  fully  before  them,  in  order  that 
they  might  come  to  the  consideration  of 
the  question  with  all  the  information  ne- 
cessary. He  thought  the  motion,  of  which 
the  hon.  gent,  who  presented  the  Petition 
had  given  notice,  a  proper  one ;  it  was 
right  that  he  should  hereafter  fix  a  day 
for  moving  that  it  should  be  referred  to  » 
» Committee,  upon  which  occasion,  the 
House  would  have  to  consider  all  the  points 
embraced  in  such  a  motion;  it  would 
have  to  consider  the  evil,  the  prayer,  and 
the  remedy;  it  would  have  to  consider 
whether  it  would  be  practicable  to  aflbrd 
sufficient  relief,  and  as  a  necessary  branch 
of  that  consideration,  whether,  if  sufficient 
relief  could  not  be  affi>rdedy  tho  attempt 
might  not  excite  expectations  which  could 
not  be  fulfilled,  and,  by  so  doing,  a^^n- 
vate  instead  of  alleviating  the  distresses. 
The  present  was  not  the  time  for  discusa- 
iuff  those  topics;  he v should  therefore  sn- 
tisfy  himself  with  declaring  upon  his  own 
part,  and  he  believed  he  mignt  upon  the 
part  of  every  member  of  that  House,  that 
it  was  his  desire  to  affi)rd  every  practical 
relief;  but  that  he  should  feel  it  necessary 
to  guard  against  encooraginff  any  hops 
which  was  not  likely  to  ba  raaUxed. 
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The  Petition  from  Manchester  wu  then 
ffoady  letting  fortb» 

«'  That  the  Petitioners  are  reduced  to 
the  greatest  distress,  from  the  extensire 
depression  of  the  various  manufactores  oc- 
casioning a  deficiency  of  employment!  and 
from  the  great  reduction  of  wages,  which 
drcorostances,  added  to  the  high  price  of 
provisions,  have  subjected  them  to  the 
most  Doexampled  privations;  and  that  the 
•vils  under  which  they  so  severely  suffer 
are  daily  accumulating,  and  many  of  their 
employers,  who  flattered  themselves  with 
enjoying  a  competence,  after  many  years 
of  toil  and  industry,  now  find  themselves 
reduced  to  complete  poverty ;  and  those 
who  are  not  y^t  added  to  the  enormous 
list  of  bankrupts  find  their  property  daily 
lessening,  and  cannot,  by  a  continuance  in 
business,  in  the  present  state  of  affairs, 
promise  themselves  a  better  fate;  and  that 
the  Petitioners  humbly  submit,  and  earn- 
estly hop#>  that  some  means  will  be  speedily 
adopted  in  order  to  prevent  the  impending 
ruin  that  threatens  the  country,'  as  great 
numbers  of  artisu  have  been  compelled, 
for  want  of  employment,  to  quit  their 
native  land,  and  to  emigrate  to  >  foreign 
countries,  in  hopes  of  ameliorating  their 
condition,  and  to  seek  for  that  encourage- 
ment which  unfortunately  has  failed  them  in 
this  their  once  happy  and  prosperous  coun- 
try, by  which  emigrations  the  trade  of  the 
United  Kingdom  fcas  been  much  injured 
and  depressed,  and  must  inevitably,  in  the 
course  of  futurity,  end  in  consequences  the 
most  disastrous ;  and  that  the  consequence 
of  this  situation  of  afiairs  is  that  the  great 
bulk  of  ihe  Petitioners  are  reduced  to  the 
most  dreadful  situation,  beyond  all  former 
precedent  and  example,  great  numbers 
experiencing  the  total  want  of  employ, 
and  thousands  daily 'soffering  the  absolute 
want  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  for  them- 
selves, their  wives,  and  helpless  offipring ; 
and  that  the  Petitioners  most  humbly  en- 
treat the  House  to  take  into  their  conside- 
ration the  distress  and  situation  of  the 
different  mechanical  branches  in  general, 
who  are,  for  want  of  employment,  reduced 
to  want  and  misery,  as  the  scanty  pittance 
of  their  earnings  is  wholly  inadequate  to 
procure  them  the  common  necessaries  of 
life,  the  majority  of  them  not  being  em- 
ploved  more  than  three  days  per  week ; 
and  that  a  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
Council  would  pave  the  way  to  a  removal 
of  the  Non  intercourse  and  Non-importa- 
tion Acts  lately  passed  by  the  Congress 
and  Senate  of  the  United  Statea  of  Ame- 


rica, which  have  already  added»  and  will 
no  doubt  still  further  tend  to  add,  to  the 
distresses  of  the  Petitioners,  and  would,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Petitioners,  by  opening 
a  more  extended  mart  for  commerce,  in  a 
partial  degree  be  the  means  of  restofing 
them  to  a  more  comfortable  state ;  and  ft 
such  measure  could  be  followed  up  with  a 
general  and  permanent  peace,  (to  obtain 
which  desirable  end  they  hope  and  firmly 
trust  the  House  will  avail  itself  of  every 
opportunity),  the  whole  of  the  grievances 
under  which  the  Petitioners,  together  with 
many  thousand  others  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects,  labour,  would  then  cease,  and 
the  Petitioners  would  be  enabled,  by  the 
return  of  trade  and  commerce,  not  only  to 
support  themselves  and  families  with  cre- 
dit, but  with  utility  to  their  king  and  cooo-^ 
try ;  and  that,  if  the  desirable  objecU  above 
suggested  cannot  at  present  be  attained^ 
wittiout  sacrificing  any  of  the  interests,  or 
compromising  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  country,  the  petitioners  rely  with  the 
fullest  confidence  on  the  House  adopting 
some  such  speedy  mode  as  would  operate 
in  amelioration  of  the  present  distresses  of 
the  petitioners/'  # 

Colonel  StmiUy  then  presented  the  Peti- 
tion from  several  weavers  and  spinners  of 
cotton  handicrafu  artists  and  labourers, 
resident  in  the  town  of  Bolton,  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster,  or  its  vicinity,  setting 
forth,. 

"  That  the  major  part  of  the  petitioners 
are  engaged  in  or  dependent  on  the  cotton 
manufiicture,  and  that  such  manufacture 
hath  of  late  years  been  subject  to  great 
fluctuations,  whereby  the  petitioners  have 
been  reduced  to  frequent  necessity,  and 
oh  deprived  of  the  necessaries  of  life ;  and 
that  at  all  times  the  petitioners  have  borne 
those  sufferings  with  becomins  fortitude, 
but  their  present  burthen  impels  them,  at 
this  very  awful  juncture,  to  lay  their  dis* 
tress  before  the  House,  in  the  hope  that 
some  means  will  be  devised  to  afford  them 
relief:  and  that  not  more  than  two-thirds 
of  the  looms  of  the  petitioners  are  em* 
ployed,  and  a  proportionate  number  of 
other  industrious  artists  and  handicrafts  are 
also  destitute  of  work :  and  that  those  of 
the  petitioners  who  yet  have  employ  are 
so  much  reduced  in  the  price  of  their 
labour,  that,  on  a  fair  average,  they  can* 
not  earn  more  than  5#.  per  week,  and 
that,  from  these  causes  the  petitioners  are 
absolutely  involved  in  the  deepest  distress^ 
not  being  able  to  orocore  a  sufficiency  of 
even  the  coarsest  food  for  themselves  and 
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the  said  electioD,and,R8sach  oveneers^did 
wilfally,  fraudolently,  illegally,  and  for 
election  purposes;  to  the  prejndice  of  the 
real  electors  of  the  said  boroagh,  cause 
the  names  of  divers  persons  to  be  inserted 
in  the  poor's  rates  of  the  said  parish  as 
being  toe  occupiers  of  houses  within  the 
said  borough,  and  liable  to  pay  the  poor's 
rates  in  respect  thereof,  who  were  not,  at 
the  time  of  making  the  said  rates,  occu- 
piers of  such  housefly  or  who  hail  merely 
a  colourable  and  fraudulent  occupation 
thereof,  and  who  were  not  liable  to  the 
payment  of  such  poor's  rates;  and  did 
mlso  wilfully,  injuriously  and  fraudulently, 
and  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  omit  to  in- 
sert the  names  of  several  persons  in  the 
■aid  rates,  who  were  occupiers  of  houses 
within  the  said  borough,  liable  to  be  rated 
in  respect  thereof,  by  means  of  which  se- 
veral premises,  the  rights  of  the  real  elec- 
tors of  the  said  borough  have  been  great- 
ly injured,  and  the  petitioners  aggrieved ; 
and  praying  that  the  House  will  take  the 
aame  into  their  consideration,  and  grant 
them  such  relief  as  to  them  shall  seem 
proper." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petitions  be 
taken  into  consideration  on  the  18th  of 
jane* 

PETITIONS  OF  THK   MANUPACTUaBES  OF 

MAMCHBSTBa  AND  BoLTON.]  Mr.  Black- 
ktrne  presented  a  Petition  from  the  dis^ 
Iressea  manufacturers  of  Manchester.  He 
stated  that  the  petition  was  subscribed  by 
more  than  forty  thousand  signatures^  the 
majority  of  whom  were  reduced  to  a  state 
of  extreme  distress.  As  he  condeived  this 
to  be  a  subject  of  great  public  importance, 
he  was  willing  to  give  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the 
House  due  notice,  to  consider  of  the  best 
ted  speediest  mode  of  administering  re- 
lief to  so  large  and  valuable  a  portion  of 
the  community.  He  should  upon  a  future 
day  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this 
•nbject.  He  then  moved  that  the  Petition 
•be  brought  up. 

Sir  tSbert  Fed  said,  that  particular  cir- 
comstances  had  made  him  acquainted 
with  the  condition  of  those  upon  whose 
behalf  the  Petition  was  presented,  and 
never,  be  believed,  was  there  an  instance 
in  which  the  labourers  of  this  country  suf- 
fered such  distress.  He  was  far  from  at- 
tributing thia  serious  evil  to  the  conduct  of 
his  Majesty's  ministers;  it  was  owing,  he 
apprehended,  altogether  to  the  successful 
4%ru  of  our  great  enamy.    He  hoped. 
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that  as  Parliament  had  already  come  for« 
ward  to  support  the  inhabitants  of  Porta* 
gal,  under  the  calamities  brought  upon 
them  by  the  troops  of  Buonaparte,  they 
would  be  no  less  anxious  to  protect  therr 
own  manufacturers  from  the  consequences 
of  his  policy.  The  body  soliciting  assist- 
ance was  a  most  useful  one,  and  had  con« 
tributed  as  much  as  any  other  to  promote 
the  commerce  and  welfare  of  the  country. 
It  would,  he  was  persuaded,  go  a  great 
way  to  alleviate  their  distresses  ir  the  ^ 
House  of  Commons  were  to  shew  a  fellow* 
feeling  upon  the  occasion,  and,  therefore, 
he  hoped  that  government  would  deem  it 
expedient  to  administer  some  relief. 

Colonel  Sumiiy  said  he  had  another  Pe* 
tition  of  a  similar  nature,  signed  by  six  or 
seven  thousand  of  the  weavers,  spinners 
and  labourers  of  cotton  in  the  town  and 
vicinity  of  Bolton,  in  Lancashire,  which 
he  should  present  when  this  was  disposed 
of.  The  petitioners  were  a  most  indus- 
trious class  of  men,  and  the  distresses  to 
which  they  were  exposed  were  great  and 
serious.    ' 

The  Oumcdkr  <fthe  Exchequer  said,  he 
did  not  doubt  that  such  Petitions  would 
always  be  received  by  the  House,  and 
disposed  of,  according  to  its  best  jndg* 
ment.  In  the  present  instance,  he  waa 
anxious  that  the  Petition  and  all  its  detaila 
should  be  fully  before  them,  in  order  thai 
they  might  come  to  the  consideration  of 
the  question  with  all  the  information  ne* 
cessary.  He  thought  the  motion,  of  which 
the  hon.  gent,  who  presented  the  Petition 
had  given  notice,  a  proper  one ;  it  was 
right  that  he  should  hereafter  fix  a  day 
for  moving  that  it  should  be  referred  to  » 
Committee,  upon  which  occasion,  the 
House  would  have  to  consider  all  the  points 
embraced  in  such  a  motion;  it  would 
have  to  consider  the  evil,  the  prayer,  and 
the  remedy;  it  would  have  to  consider 
whether  it  would  be  practicable  to  aflbrd 
sufficient  relief,  and  as  a  necesury  branch 
of  that  consideration,  whether,  if  sufficient 
relief  could  not  be  affi>rded|  the  attempt 
might  not  excite  expectationa  which  could 
not  be  fulfilled,  ana,  by  so  doinv,  aggra- 
vate instead  of  alleviating  the  distresses. 
The  present  was  not  the  time  for  discum* 
iug  those  topics;  he. should  therefore  sa- 
tisfy hinuelf  with  declaring  upon  his  own 
part,  and  he  believed  he  might  upon  tlie 
part  of  every  member  of  that  House,  thai 
it  was  his  desire  to  affiird  every  practical 
relief;  but  that  he  should  feel  it  necessary 
to  guard  agamst  enconragino;  any  hope 
which  was  not  likely  to  be  realised. 


J41] 


Mmmfiicimrm  titMrn^lMm^ani  BoUa^         MmtSO^  1811. 


[MB 


The  Petition  from  Manchester  wu  then 
ready  aetting  forth, 

*•  That  the  Petttionert  are  reduced  to 
the  greatest  dfitress,  from  the  extensive 
depression  of  the  Tarious  manufactures  oc- 
casioning a  deficiency  of  employment,  and 
from  the  great  reduction  of  wages,  which 
circumstances,  added  to  the  high  price  of 
provisions,  have'  subjected  them  to  the 
most  unexampled  privations ;  and  that  the 
evils  under  which  they  so  severely  suffer 
are  daily  accumulating,  and  many  of  their 
employers,  who  flattered  themselves  with 
enjoying  a  competence,  after  many  years 
of  toil  and  industry,  now  find  themselves 
reduced  to  complete  poverty ;  and  those 
who  are  not  y^t  added  to  the  enormous 
list  of  bankrupts  find  their  property  daily 
lessening,  and  cannot,  by  a  continuance  in 
business,  in  the  present  state  of  affairs, 
promise  themselves  a  better  fate;  and  that 
the  Petitioners  humbly  submit,  and  earn- 
estly hope,  that  some  means  wil  I  be  speed  ily 
adopted  in  order  to  prevent  the  impending 
ruin  that  threatens  the  country,'  as  great 
numbers  of  artists  have  been  compelled, 
for  want  of  employment,  to  quit  their 
native  land,  and  to  emigrate  to  <  foreign 
countries,  in  hopes  of  ameliorating  their 
condition,  and  to  seek  for  that  encourage- 
ment which  unfortunately  has  failed  them  in 
this  their  once  happy  and  prosperous  coun- 
try, by  which  emigrations  the  trade  of  the 
United  Kingdom  has  been  much  injured 
and  depressed,  and  must  inevitably,  in  the 
course  of  futurity,  end  in  consequences  the 
most  disastrous ;  and  that  the  consequence 
of  this  situation  of  afiairs  is  that  the  great 
bulk  of  the  Petitioners  are  reduced  to  the 
most  dreadful  situation,  beyond  all  former 
precedent  and  example,  great  numbers 
experiencing  the  total  want  of  employ, 
and  thousands  daily 'sufiering  the  absolute 
want  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  for  them- 
selves, their  wives,  and  helplcM  o£&pring ; 
and  that  the  Petitioners  most  humbly  en- 
treat the  House  to  take  into  their  conside- 
ration the  distress  and  situation  of  the 
different  mechanical  branches  in  general, 
who  are,  for  want  of  employment,  reduced 
ID  want  and  misery,  as  the  scanty  pittance 
of  their  earnings  is  wholly  inadequate  to 

f procure  them  the  common  necessaries  of 
ife,  the  majority  of  them  not  being  em- 
ployed more  than  three  days  per  week ; 
and  that  a  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
Council  would  pave  the  way  to  a  removal 
of  the  Non  intercourse  and  Non-importa- 
tion  Acts  lately  passed  by  the  Congress 
and  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 


rica, which  have  already  added*  and  will 
no  doubt  still  further  und  to  add,  to  the 
distresses  of  the  Petitioners,  and  wonld,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Petitioners,  by  opening 
a  more  extended  mart  for  commerce,  in  e 
partial  degree  be  the  means  of  restofing 
them  to  a  more  comf<»rtable  state ;  and  if 
such  measure  could  be  followed  up  with  e 
general  and  permanent  peace,  (to  obtain 
which  desirable  end  they  hope  and  firmly 
trust  the  House  will  avail  itself  of  t^tty 
opportunity),  the  whole  of  the  grievancea 
under  which  the  Petitioners,  together  with 
many  thousand  others  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects,  labour,  would  then  cease,  and 
the  Petitioners  would  be  enabled,  by  the 
return  of  trade  and  commerce,  not  only  to 
support  themselves  and  families  with  cre- 
dit, but  with  utility  to  their  king  and  coun- 
try ;  and  that,  if  the  desirable  objecu  above 
suggested  cannot  at  present  be  attained, 
wittiout  sacrificing  any  of  the  interests,  or 
compromising  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  country,  the  petitioners  rely  with  the 
fullest  confidence  on  the  House  adopting 
some  such  speedy  mode  as  would  operate 
in  aaielioration  of  the  present  distresses  of 
the  petitioners/'  • 

Colonel  SitmUy  then  presented  the  Peti- 
tion  from  several  weavers  and  spinners  of 
cotton  handicrafts  artists  and  labourers, 
resident  in  the  town  of  Bolton,  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster,  or  its  vicinity,  setting 
forth,. 

«<  That  the  major  part  of  the  petitioners 
are  engaged  in  or  dependent  on  the  cotton 
manuiactttre,  and  that  such  manufacture 
hath  of  late  years  l>een  subject  to  great 
fluctuations,  whereby  the  petitioners  have 
been  reduced  to  frequent  necessity,  and 
oft  deprived  of  the  necessaries  of  life;  and 
that  at  all  times  the  petitioners  have  borne 
those  sufferings  with  becoming  fortitude, 
but  their  present  burthen  impels  them,  at 
this  very  awful  juncture,  to  lay  their  die* 
tress  before  the  House,  in  the  hope  that 
some  means  will  be  devised  to  afibrd  them 
relief:  and  that  not  more  than  two-thirds 
of  the  looms  of  the  petitioners  are  em* 
ployed,  and  a  proportionate  number  of 
other  industrious  artists  and  handicrafts  are 
also  destitute  of  work :  and  that  those  of 
the  petitioners  who  yet  have  employ  are 
so  much  reduced  in  the  price  of  their 
labour,  that,  on  a  fair  average,  they  can- 
not ear^  more  than  5s,  per  week,  and 
that,  from  these  causes  the  petitioners  are 
absolutely  involved  in  the  deepest  distress* 
not  being  able  to  procure  a  sufficiency  of 
even  the  coararst  rood  for  themselves  ami 
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fenMlias;  nor  to  pay  rent  to  their  habitap 
tmis:  their  trivial  efTectsatid  implements 
df  iikUietry  are  either  already  or  must 
apeedlly  be  sold  at  one  fourth  of  their  cost 
te  tatiBfy  their  landlords^  and  the  peti- 
tioners are  thereby  deprived  of  even  a 
Ohance  in  better  times;  and  that  the 
ietere  privations  endured  by  the  indus- 
trious poor  have  introduced  a  most  malig- 
AaAt  fever,  and  want  and  penury  have 
lang  since  filled  the  workhouses,  but  the 
Ap||>licants  for  relief  are  too  numerous  to 
lie  supplied  with  even  a  scanty  allow* 
*nce;  several  subscriptions,  have  been 
i^iade  by  the  friends  of  humanity,  yet 
these  are  very  inadequate,  tior  can  ef- 
fettual  relief  be  given,  as  the  distressed 
dbjects  daily  increase,  unless  the  wisdom 
of  the  House  devise  some  method  to  re* 
move  or  alleviate  the  general  calamity, 
which  now  threatens  one  common  ruin  to 
the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
dnce  happy  county;  aild  praying  the 
H^use  to  take  into  it^  most  serious  con>- 
Biderstfon  the  very  alarming  state  of  the 
cotton  manofaQture,  which,  until  lately, 
affoirded  employ  in  the  various  branches 
connected  therewith  to  not  less  than  five 
hundred  thousand  persons,  and  that  they 
will  enact  such  salutary  laws  as  will  cive 
•mploy  and  suitable  wages  to  the  Indus- 
trious inhabitants  of  that  exceedingly  dis' 
tressed  part  of  the  empire/' 

The  said  Petitions  were  ordered  to  He 
tptm  the  table. 

Ma.  Palmbu'^  CLAiMs««»THa  Pbikce 
Rssbnt's  Attswsa  to  thb  Address.]  Mr. 
Whitbread  said,  before  he  moved  that  the 
Address  of  that  House  to  the  Prince  Re* 
getH/ on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
Claims,  and  his  royal  highness's  Answer 
thereto,  be  read,  he  begged  to  wave  the 
ikotice  relative  to  a  legislative  provision 
Ibr  any  future  illness  of  his  Majesty,  which 
•toed  for  that  evening,  as  the  discussion 
^n  the  question  he  was  then  about  tointro* 
dace  to  the  House,  would  probably  occupy 
a  considerable  time.  £ven  however  if  liiat 
were  not  likely  to  be  the  case,  he  would 
have  felt  it  his  duty  to  postpone  that 
notice,  in  consequence  of  certain  circom- 
atances,  which  had  come  to  his  know- 
ledge, and  to  the  knowledge  of  the  pub- 
lie.  On  Friday  se'nnight,  however,  he 
would  submit  to  the  House  a  proposition 
Connected  with  that  subject.  He  then 
■loVed:  "  That  the  entry  in  the  Votes  of 
the  House  of  the  'Jlst  day  of  this  instant 
May,  of  the  Addreta  of  toif  Hooie  to  his 
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royal  btghnesa  the  n^ince  Regent,  hnaa- 
bly  to  beseech  his  royal  highnesa  to  ad*  ' 
vatice  to  John  Palmer,  esq.  the  sun  o£ 
5^7021.  Os,  Id.  being  the  balance  due  to 
hrm  on  the  net  Revenue  of  the  Post  Office, 
fr9mthe  5th  day  of  April  l70d  to  the  5th 
day  of  January  1808,  and  to  assure  bia 
royal  highness  that  this  House  will  mabe 
good  the  same,  might  be  read,''  and  the 
same  was  read,  accordingly. 

Mr.  fVhit^read  then  said,  he  thought  he 
was  justified,  from  the  diligent  search  he 
had  made,  and  from  the  information  which 
be  had  derived  from  various  sources,  in' 
asserting,  that  Addresses  similar  to  that 
which  had  just  been  read,  and  directod 
in  the  same  manner  to  be  presented  to 
the  throne,  had,  during  a  long  series  of 
years,  been  voted  by  that  House ;  and  b« 
also  conceived  himself  justified  in  sayingj 
that  no  Answer,  like  urito  that  given  to  thia 
Address,  had  ever  before  been  delivered 
at  the  bar  of  that  House.  It  was  well  un- 
derstood as  a  point  settled  and  confirmed, 
that  the*  House  of  Commons  not  only 
claimed,  but  had  the  right  to  originate  all 
grants  of  money  to  the  crown;  not  only 
that,  but  they  also  had  the  right  to  ap- 
propriate and  dispose  of  all  grants  so 
voted.  Many  salutary  rules  had  been 
laid  down,  and  a  regular  course  of  pro* 
ceeding  had  been  adopted  with  regard  to 
the  mc^e  to  be  observed  in  granting  the 
public  money :  the  adherence  to  which 
was  of  great  importance,  as  giving  them 
a  right  to  appropriate  the  tums  voted  by 
that  House.  Taking  the  subject  up  at 
the  Revolution,  and  tracing  itdown  to  the 
present  period,  it  would  be  found,  that,  in 
almost  every  yaar,  addresses  had  been 
voted  by  the  House  of  Commons,  calling 
on  the  crown  to  advance  sums  of  money 
for  various  purposes,  and  pledging  the 
House  to  make  good  the  same.  In  no 
one  instance,  where  they  had  voted  such 
an  Address,  or  where  the  crown  had,  in 
consequence,  advanced  any  sum  of  mo* 
ney,  had  the  House  ever  failed  to  make 
good  such  advance.  On  various  occa- 
sions the  crown  had  applied  to  that  House 
for  assistance,  relying  on  its  powers  and 
privileged  as  alone  sufficient  to  grant  the 
sums  necessary  lor  the  support  of  the 
throne.  The  House,  in  answer  to  those 
Messages,  had  invariably  taken  on  Itself 
the  right  and  the  power  of  granting  the 
object  desired,  or  of  relieving  those  ne- 
cessities which  were  pointed  out.  It 
remained  for  the  right  hon.  gent,  and 
hia  c6lieagQef|  in  this  year,  181 U  to  de» 
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pwi  from  tile  mvaritble  practice  of  their 
ailieestor»j  anil  qiake  tlie  crown,  nntier  the 
fldmimslrattOD  of  tire  government  by  the 
PHnce  Begent,  retorn  en  answer,  imply- 
ing a  doubt  either  of  the  power  or  the  will 
of  tbo  HoQM  of  Commons  to  make  good 
ita  engagementt.-— It  would  scarcely,  he 
thought,  be  necessary  for. htm  to  guard 
bimaelf  against  the  misconception  of  cen- 
suring the  Prince  Regent  personally.  His 
actSj  like  those  of  the  sorereign  himself, 
were  to  be  considered  the  acts  of  the  mi« 
nister.  And,  in  obser? ing  upon  them  he 
should  regard  them  in  the  same  sense,  and 
apeak  of  them  with  the  same  freedom.  He 
did  not  think  there  was  any  necessity  for 
l*ecorring  to  a  more  distant  period  than 
that  of  .the  Revolution.  In  the  year  1688, 
when  William  and  Mary  filled  the  throne, 
an  address  was  presented,  praying  that  a 
donative  might  be  granted  to  the  foreign 
troops  who  had  come  over  to  £ngland 
Willi  William,  and  were  then  leaving  the 
country.  This  was  complied  with,  with- 
out the  intervention  of  the  House  of  Lords. 
In  the  case  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough, 
the  suh|ect  was  confined  to  the  House  of 
Commons  and  queen  Anne.  When  the 
same  qneen  had  directed  the  building  of 
a  number  of  new  churches,  a  similar  mode 
of  proceeding  was  observed.  This  House 
had  also  provided  for  the  wants  of  the 
civil  list  in  that  reign;  it  was  a  very  im- 
portant circumstance,  and  he  was  desirous 
of  drawing  the  particular  attention  of  the 
House  to  it.  The  queen,  being  distressed 
for  money,  made  on  the  25th  of  June  1 7 1 3  a 
communication  to  the  House  of  Commons 
Only,  calling  on  them  to  extricate  her 
from  those  difficulties,  which  the  state  of 
the*  civil  list  had  occasioned.  This  case 
was  the  more  remarkable,  as  some  notice 
was  taken  of  it  by  the  Lords,  not  indeed 
tfter  the  manner  to  which  ministers  had 
now  resorted,  but  still  in  a  manner  which 
shewed,  that  there  was  a  feeling  upon  the 
subject.  The  duke  of  Bolton  had  said  in 
his  place,  that  such  a  proceeding  was  cal- 
culated to  t)ike  away  the  importance  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  he  had  gone  so  far  at 
to  name  a  day  for  a  motion  respecting  it, 
yet,  from  whatever  cause  it  happened,  the 
motion  was  never  brought  forward,  and 
the  deficiency  was  made  up  by  the  House 
of  Commons,  without  any  farther  step.  — 
In  the  reign  of  George  1st,  it  was  also 
retorted  to,  and  it  was  remarkable  that 
in  the  reign  of  George  2nd,  the  House 
of  Commons  addreited  the  king  for  an  it- 
ioa  of  money  to  augment  the  salariet  of 
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the  Judgetb  whiicb  waa  done  apoa  thaa 
bare  Address,  without  any  notice  of  thtt 
Lords,  who  did  not  oven  ditctitt  the  quet* 
tion  aa  theoreUcally  as  they  might  have 
done.  The  sum  was  made  good,  aa  all 
soma  bad  been  by  the  House  to  the  crown. 
Coming  down  to  the  reign  of  bit  prettnt 
Majesty  there  were  numerous  cases  upon 
record.  Among  those,  all  public  mo<« 
numents  were  erected  by  the  vote  of  thai 
House,  even  without  its  knowing  the  * 
amount  of  the  expence  ;  so  that  the  Com- 
mons took  upon  themselves  to  decide  not 
only  the  grant,  but  the  merit  of  the  per- 
sons. In  the  cases  of  Mr.  Mudge,  Mr. 
Lownds,  doctor  Smith,  and  he  was  not 
sure  whether  doctor  Jenncr  might  not  be 
added.*  The  House  of  Commona  had  vote4 
money  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
Lords.  There  were  t^o  instances  in  the 
present  reign,  which  were  still  more  re^ 
markable,  which  occurred  at  times  when 
the  Committee  of  Supply  was  open,  to 
which  no  concurrence  on  the  part  of  the 
other  House  wat  required,  although  opi* 
nions  on  the  subject  were  so  different,  that 
on  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Lords  a 
Protest  was  to  be  found,  signed  by  the 
lord  chancellor  and  archbisnop  of  York 
of  that  day,  and  by  several  other  peers, 
objecting  to  a  part  of  one  of  those  grants, 
which  necessarily  came  before  them.  It 
was  hardly  necessary  for  him  to  say,  that 
he  alluded  to  the  cast  of  the  great  earl  of 
Chatham,  of  whose  merits  and  lervicet  no 
man  could  think  more  highly  than  he  did« 
On  the  death  of  that  nobleman  a  bill  had 
been  brought  in,  making  a  provision  for 
two  or  three  of  the  next  succeasort  to  the 
title,  and  on  the  2d  of  Juno  1778  a  Protest 
was  entered  against  the  pasting  of  tbit 
Bill,  -  because'',  in  the  words  of  the  Pro^ 
test ;  "  We  cannot  agree  to  such  an  un« 
warrantable  lavishing  away  of  the  public 
money,  at  a  time  when  the  nation  groana 
under  a  heavy  load  of  debts,  and  is  en* 
gaged  in  a  dangerous  and  expensive  war. 
2.  Because  we  fear  that  this  act  may  in 
after  times  be  made  use  of  as  a  procedent 
for  factious  purposes  and  to  the  enriching 
of  private  families  at  the  public  expence.'* 
This  Protest  was  signed  Bathurst,  Chan- 
cellor, also  by  the  archbishop  of  York, 
the  duke  of  Chandot,  and  lord  Paget. 
Besides  this  provision  for  the  next  succet* 
sort  of  this  great  roan,  however,  the  House 
of  Commons,  without  any  commonicn* 
tion  with,  or  any  consent  on  the  part  of 
the  House  of  Lordt,  did  immediately  pro* 
ceed  to  vote  to  the  late^oarl  a  monument. 
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and  to  oddrets  bis  Miyetty  to  adTance 
SOyOOOf.  in  discharge  of  his  debts;  with 
ihis  very  circumstance  of  the  Protest  alive 
in  their  mind ;  and  of  this  additional 
grant  voted  by  that  House  alone,  no  no- 
tice whatever  was  taken.  In  still  later 
days  a  monument  had  been  voted  to  the 
memory  of  Mr*  Pitt,  and  a  sum  of 
40,QCX>L  granted  for  the  payment  of  his 
debts,  after  considerable  discussion,  both 
by  addresses  of  that  House  without  any 
concurrence  on  the  part  of  the  House  of 
Lords ;  without  even  being  brought  under 
their  notice ;  for,  though  these  sums  were 
comprehended  in  the  Appropriation  Act, 
they  were  not  stated  as  being  to  pay  the 
debts  of  Mr?  Pitt,  but  made  part*of  a 
larger  sum  under  the  head — <'  For  sums 
issued  pursuant  to  Addresses  of  this 
House." 

He  knew  that  for  certain  smaller  sums 
the  House  of  Lords  had  been  in  the  use  of 
addressing  the  crown,  such  as  for  the  ex* 
pence  of  printing  their  own  journals,  &c. 
and  he,  knew  that  there  were  at  present 
counsel  employed  in  their  House  in  de- 
fending claims  connected  with  their  pri- 
irileges,  which  must  be  attended  with  ex- 
pence  which  it  was  proper  they  should 
have  the  means  of  discharging.  He  did 
not  know  whence  had  arisen  the  right  or 
privi liege  of  originating  money  bills  in 
that  House  and  not  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
except  in  usage.  Nothing  was  less  de- 
sirable than  that  any  difibrence  should 
subsist  between  the  Lords  and  the  Com- 
mons: he  was  happy  to  say  that  there 
was  not  at  this  moment  the  appearance 
even  of  a  disputed  point.  This  beioff  so, 
all  that  he  had  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  this  night  was  to  a  dispute  be* 
iween  the  crown  and  the  House  of  Com* 
mons«  What  was  the  amount  of  the  An- 
•wer  which  the  Prince  liegent  had  been 
advised  to  make  to  the  Address  of  that 
House  ?  Why,  that  be  would  wait  till  the 
means  of  makihg  good  the  sum  were  pro- 
Tided  by  parliament!  By  parliament— a 
word  never  before  used  by  the  crown  to 
that  House— a  word  never  used  by  the 
Speaker  when  he  went  to  tender  in  the 
other  House  the  Money  Bills  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  year — a  word  never  before 
used  by  the  King  inhis  speeches  to  the  two 
Houses^  in  which«  when  he  acknowledged 
receiving  the  supplies,  he  specially  thanks 
the  Commons  for  the  supplies,  and  not  the 
parliament^  or  the  Lords  and  Oommons 
jointly.  And  ought  the  House  to  allow 
thai norel and «uiQiuaI proceeding?  Shpold 
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they  allow  that  expression  to  pas»— *  tKat 

*  he  will  wait  till  parliam^t  make  good 
'  the  same.'  In  the  case  of  relief  to  the 
Portuguese,  had  not  the  Commons  always 
been  applied  to,  to  extend  their  beneTo- 
Icnce;  and  if  so,  with  what  grace  did  the 
Prince  Regent  now  come— with  what 
grace  was  he  placed  before  the  Houae, 
telling  them  that  he  would  wait  till  par- 
liament enabled  him  to  issue  the  money  ? 
When  that  House  was  called  on  to  vote 
millions  for  the  exigencies  of  the  State— 
for  the  support  of  the  royal  family— and 
to  alleviate  the  distresses  of  foreign  na- 
tions, was  it  becoming  thus  to  deal  with 
them,  when  t&ey  addressed  the  crown  to 
advance  a  sum  which  they  esteemed  a  fair 
and  just  debt  truly  owing  by  the  country 
to  an  individual  ?  With  what  grace  were 
they  then  told, "  I  doubt  you  will  prove 
either  false  to  your  word,  or  that  you  will 
not  have  it  in  your  power  to  redeem  it ; 
and  therefore,  I  will  wait  till  parliament 
enable  me  to  make  the  advance?''  He 
appealed  to  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  himself,  with  how  much 
perseverance  and  zeal,  the  hon.  member- 
who  had  supported  Mr.  Palmer 'a  claima 
.had  acted,  and  at  the  same  time  with  how 
much  propriety  he  had  uniformly  conduct- 
ed himself,  while  his  exertions, 'though' 
uniformly  successful  in  that  House,  had 
been  as  uniformly  defeated  out  of  it.  The 
minister,  though  opposed  to  a  private  in* 
dividual,  had  been  beaten  times  out  of 
number,  yet  still  had  contrived  to  render 
the  victories  of  his  opponent  of  no  avail. 
Such  had  been  the  manoeuvres  resorted  to 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  by  bringing 
the  matter  to  be  .considered  at  the  end  of 
a  session,  by  a  thin  House,  after  it  had 
already  been  carried  when  the  attendance 
was  great,  as  to  occasion  the  lato  Mr* 
Windham  to  remark,  that  this  was  not  au 
appeal  from  Philip  drunk  to  Philip  sober, 
but  one  from  Philip  sober  to  Philip  drunk. 
^-Having  stated  the  various  shapes  in 
which  the  claims  of  Mr.  Palmer  had  been 
before  the  House,  down  to  the  Address  to 
the  Prince  Regent,  the  hon.  gentleman 
contended  that  no  symptom  of  any  mis* 
undt;r;itanding  with  the  Lords  appeared; 
but  if  it  should,  the  Commons  were  the 
judges  of  their  own  opinions,  and  if  they 
chose  to  risk  that  rupture,  it  was  not  for 
the  minister  of  the  crown  to  interfere. 
The  House  was  not  to  consent  to  be  put 
under  the  tutelage  of  any  minister,  but 
was  to  be  entitled  to  fight  their  own  bat- 
tles.   The  right  hon.  gentleman  having 
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been  defeaced  within  doov9«  was  resolved 
to  be  f  ictorioQii  out  of  the  House.  Bot  it 
was  for  that  House  to  tell  that  right  hon. 

gentleman,  that  they  would  not  consent  to 
e  thus  let  down,  but  would  rather  run  the 
risk  of  a  difference  with  the  Lords.  They 
were  called  on  to  let  the  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  know  that  they  would  not  be  put 
down  by  the  crown:  but  would  support 
these  privileges,  the  greatest  and  best 
which  they  could  possess.— The  hon.  gen- 
tleman concluded  with  moving,  "  That 
whoever  advised  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent  to  doubt  the  readiness  and 
aofficiency  of  this  House  to  make  good 
ptny  sum  which,  in  compliance  with  its 
Address  to  that  eflect,  bis  royal  highness 
•hall  direct  to  be  advanced,  gave  advice 
calculated  to  disturb  that  good  under- 
standing between  the  Crown  and  the 
Commons  which  it  is  of  the  highest  im- 
portance to  support  and  maintain/' 

Colonel  Palmer  then  rose,  and  and  spoke 
nnder  the  influence  of  such  natural  feel- 
ings, as  rendered  him  scarcely  audible. 
He  expressed  a  hope,  that  he  had,  through- 
out all  the  discussions  upon  this  question, 
conducted  himself  with  becoming  temper; 
and  he  would  confess,  that  the  manner  in 
which  the  debate  had  been  managed  on  a 
late  occasion,  did  put  that  temper  to  a 
severe  trial.  He  should  not  then  trespass 
on  the  House  by  replying  to  arguments 
which  had  been  so  often  refuted;  but  as 
he  found  that  forbearance  served  only  to 
provoke  still  greater  hostility,  he  should 
on  that  occasion  submit  to  the  House  a 

Elain  statement  of  the  case.  He  should 
ave  expected  of  the  right  hon.  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  who  was  the 
great  opposer  of  Mr.  Palmer's  claims,  that 
having  once  made  a  promise  upon  the 
•ubject,  he  would  have  considered  himself 
bound  to  perform  it.  That  right  hon. 
gentleman,  and  others,- on  a  former  night, 
bad  resorted  to  extracts  from  private  let- 
ters on  which  to  ground  their  accusations 
•gainst  Mr.  Palmer.  Now^  he,  too,  could 
refer  to  a  private  letter  from  that  right  hon4 

tenllemao,  containing  a  promise,  which 
.  e  should  leave  the  House  to  judge  how 
he  had  performed*  The  letter  had  been 
written  to  an  hon.  friend  of  his,  to  whom 
be  should  ever  feel  indebted  for  the  con- 
tinued support  which  he  had  on  all  occa- 
sions ^ivento  Mr.  Palmer's  claims.  That 
hon.  friend  had  remonstrated  with  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  on  the  opposition 
which  he  persisted  in  giving  to  Mr.  Pal- 
ner's  claims  i  and  in  answer  io  soch  roi' 
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monstrance  the  letter  he  alluded  to  had 
been  written,  stating,  that  if  the  Address 
should  be  agreed  to  on  the  Report,  h« 
would  give  the  claim  no  farther  opposi* 
tion.  Now,  he  should  ask  the  right  hon* 
gentleman  how  that  promise  had  been  fulf 
tilled  ?  He  would  ask  hnn,  too,  how  h« 
could  reconcile  it  to  himselft  or  to  the 
House,  that  he  had  sent  the  Bill  in  a 
former  session  up  to  the  Lords,  not  only 
without  but  againiit  his  consent?  This 
was  an  outrage  upon  him,  as  the  origi* 
nator  of  the  proceeding  in  that  House, 
In  the  next  session  he  bad  been  advised 
by  his  friends  to  bring  forward  the  motion 
h«  had  submitted  this  session ;  but  he  pre- 
ferred going  into  a  court  of  justice,  espe* 
cially  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
boasted,  that  if  he  did  so,  the  claims  of 
Mr.  Palmer  would  be  done  away  with, 
and  himself  indicted  for  a  conspiracy. 
After  such  a  statement,  he  considered 
himself  bound  to  go  into  a  court  of  law. 
He  was  aware  that  the  objection  on  the 
trial  had  been  first  started  by  the,  judge, 
that  unless  it  appeared  that  the  money 
had  been  received  to  Mr.  Palmer's  use, 
the  action  ceuld  not  be  maintained.  Mr. 
Seijeant  Shepherd,  who  was  leading  coun* 
sel  for  Mr.  Palmer,  suted,  that  b«  had 
been  aware  of  this  objection,  but  added« 
that  as  the  ground  of  going  into  court  was 
to  obtain  a  decision  on  the  merits,  that 
might  be  had  if  the  counsel  for  the  other 
side  would  admit  that  the  money  had  beea 
so  received.  £Hcre  the  hon.  gentleman's 
voice  dropt,  and  he  appeared  to  be  greatly 
aflected ;  having  succeeded  with  some 
difficulty  in  uttering  a  few  sentences, 
which  we  could  not  bear,  he  was  at  length 
overpowered  by  the  violence  of  his  feel- 
ings, and  under  the  necessity  of  sitting 
down.]] 

Mr.  Bankeg  agreed  with  the  hon«  mover 
in  many  parts  of  what  had  fallen  from 
him,  both  with  respect  to  the  general 
practice  of  the  House  and  its  high  autho- 
rity. The  limits  of  its  powers  were  large 
and  extenshre,  necessary  for  its  own  dig* 
nity  and  security,  as  well  as  for  the  bene* 
fit  of  the  people.  He  might  add,  that 
their  permanency  depended  on  keeping 
within  these  bounds.  He  was  also  ready 
to  admit,  that  there  was  no  precedent  for 
an  answer  like  the  present,  but  would  the 
hon.  gent,  shew  him  any  precedent  he 
such  an  Address  ?  ^  When  the  opposition 
of  the  other  House  to  this  grant  was 
known,  and  that  House  had  an  equtl 
power  with  the  Commons  vith  respect  If 
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ihe  grant  of  money — (Hear,  hear,)*— he 
denied  that  this  House,  as  asserted  in  (he 
terms  of  the  motion,  were  "  sufficient''  of 
ihemselves  to  mak^  good  a  money  grant 
All  the  best  writers  down  to  Blackstone, 
aurely  not  one  of  the  least  authorities,  held 
this  doctrine.  The  Commons,  indeed, 
had  the  right  to  originate  and  appropriate. 
This  no  one  denied,  but  it  was  equally 
undeniable,  that  their  vote  was  not  deci- 
sive or  binding  upon  the  public  without 
the  concurrence  of  the  other  House. 
Under  all  circumstances,  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  minister  to  advise  the  crown ;  and 
in  what  state  would  he  have  placed  the 
revenue  and  the  Civil  List,  had  he  advised 
any  other  than  the  qualified  answer  that 
bad  been  returned  ?  The  House  had  often 
addressed  the  crown  to  advance  money, 
and  had  added  that  they  would  make 
good. the  same;  and  in  all  such  cases  a 
apeedy  answer  was  advisable.  If  it  was 
the  usual  answer,  then,  should  it  be  bond 
fide  observed  or  not?  Certainly,  what- 
ever the  throne  said  should  immediately 
be  fulfilled.  Would  it  then  have  been 
consistent  with  their  duties,  had  ministers, 
on  this  occasion,  knowing  that  the  other 
branch  of  the  legislature  was  of  another 
opinion,  with  the  same  documents  before 
them,  and  without  the  possibility  of  any 
change  having  taken  place  since  that  opi- 
nion was  declared  three  years  ago ;  woul(l 
it  have  been  consistent  with  their  duty 
;to  have  advised  the  crown  to  advance 
(the  money  for  this,  not  a  liberality 
.or  a  donation,  but  a  claim  of  right?  If 
they  had  advanced  this  sum  out  of  the 
•Ciyil  List,  knowing  that  it  was  not  likely 
to  be  repaid,  it  would  have  been  a  pal- 
pable instance  of  waste  and  negligence, 
and  would  have  put  parliament  into  a 
most  disagreeable  situation— *that  of  a  dif- 
f(preDce  of  opinion  between  the  Houses, 
which,  however  lightly  the  hon.  gent, 
might  think  of  it,  he  must  consider  as  an 
event  most  anxiously  to  be  deprecated. — 
The  boo.  gent,  had  said,  that  the  vote  on 
this  specihc  question  had  not  come  before 
the  LK>rds,  but  they  were  possessed  of  all 
the  documents  on  which  it  was  founded  in 
the  Appropriation  Act,  which  was  refused 
•olely  on  the  ground  of  this  claim.  The 
hon.  gent,  had  called  that  pertinacious  in 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  £z- 
ehequer,  which  he  (Mr.  Bankes)  called 
only  doing  his  duty  in  the  difficult  task  he 
bad  to  perform  in  disposing  of  the  public 
money.  It  was  his  imperative  duty  to 
lake  care  that  no  waste  in  the  public 
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money  took  place,  and  consequently  to 
resist  any  claim  which  he  considered  to 
be  ill-founded.  The  decision  of  tlie  House, 
Loo,  on  this  question  had  been  compared, 
not  to  the  reierence  of  from  Philip  drunk, 
to  Philip  sober;  but  from  Philip  sober, 
to  Philip  drunk.  The  Journals,  however, 
would  bear  him  out  in  stating,  that  the 
latter  decision  relative  to  taking  this  claim 
out  of  the  Appropriation  Act,  was  come  to 
in  a  House  much  more  numerously  at- 
tended than  that  in  which  the  justice  of 
the  claim  had  been  recognized.  High  af 
he  rated  the  privileged  of  the  House,  and 
essential  ac  he  considered  them  to  be  for 
the  public  weal,  he  could  never^  by  as- 
senting to  a  motion  like  the  present,  at- 
tempt to  carry  them  one  step  further.  Hf 
wished  there  were  more  checks  on  the  is* 
sues  of  public  money,  and  therefore  pre* 
ferred  every  other  mode  to  that  of  Adf 
dress,  which,  by  according  with  popular 
clamour  or  individual  canvas,  might  extort 
the  nation's  money  without  those  consti* 
tutional  opportunities  of  discussing  the 
merits  of  the  grant  afforded  by  other  mear 
sures.  Gentlemen  talked  of  the  power  of 
ministers  to  bring  down  majorities  to  thai 
House,  but  he  affirmed  that  they  oAea  saw 
the  public  claims  less  potent  than  those  of 
individuals  canvassing  for  favour  and  sup- 
port. The  hon.  mover  had  said,  leave  tho 
two  Houses  to  fight  out  their  own  battle. 
To  him  it  appeared  one  of  the  greateat 
disasters  that  could  happen,  if  ever  it 
should  come  to  an  expression  of  hostile 
opinions  between  the  Houses.  To  hold 
the  inconvenience  of  this  Answer  to  be  as 
great  as  that  misfortune,  was  in  hia  i<lea  to 
hold  a  very  exaggerated  opinion.  Tba 
crown  might  and  must  know  constitu- 
tionally what  had  passed  in  a  former  sea* 
sion  of  parliament ;  and  at  any  rate  it  wao 
the  duty  of  ministers  to  be  acquainted  with 
these  proceedings,  and  be  guided  in  tba 
advice  they  gave  accordingly.  It  was 
also  their  duty  to  guard  against  any  pos* 
sibility  of  a  dissension  between  the  two 
Houses;  of  which,  if  they  fell  short,  tboy 
would  be  deserving  of  censure,  instead  of 
the  commendation  which,  in  his  opinloiiy 
they  merited  for  their  conduct  in  this  in* 
stance.  The  hon.  gent,  then  alluded  to  bia 
motions  for  Addresses  on  the  subject  of 
the  grant  of  Places  in  Reversion,  which 
he  argned  was  not  a  caae  in  any  way 
parallel  to  the  present,  as  the  consent  of 
the  Crown  wouki  have  ren4ered  it  com- 
plete without  the  Lords,  and  also  as  it  waa 
only  a  leapoaury.neaaBco.    The  pieaci|l 
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ktn  dcfcued  within  door*,  was  resolved 
to  be  Tictorioa*  oat  of  the  House.  Bat  it 
wti  lor  that  Hoote  to  tell  that  right  hon. 
flolleiBaii,  that  they  would  not  consent  to 
be  tbos  let  down,  bat  would  rather  run  the 
mk  of  i  difltrence  with  the  Lords.  They 
tcre  called  on  to  let  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
mo  know  that  they  would  not  be  put 
d'lWQ  by  the  crown :  but  would  support 
tbtie  pririlegres,  the  greatest  and  best 
vbicb  they  could  posMss.— The  hon.  gen- 
tleman concluded  with  moving,  *'  I'hat 
vboerer  advised  his  royal  highness  the 
ftrnce  Regent  to  doubt  the  readiness  and 
Hficieocy  of  this  House  to  make  good 
nriom  which,  in  compliance  with  its 
Address  to  that  efiect,  his  royal  highness 
dttil  direct  to  be  advanced,  gave  advice 
olcQJsted  to  disturb  that  good  under- 
Ktsding  between  the  Crown  and  the 
Cmuqoos  which  it  is  of  the  highest  im- 
portance to  support  and  maintain." 

Colooel  Palmer  th^n  rose,  and  and  spoke 
■aicr  the  influence  of  such  natural  feel- 
»gii  u  rendered  him  scarcely  audible. 
Utaprtaed  a  hope,  that  he  had,  through- 
Ml  all  the  discussions  upon  this  question, 
^octed  himself  with  becoming  temper; 
^  be  woold  confess,  that  the  manner  in 
*bicb  the  debate  had  been  managed  on  a 
^occasion,  did  put  that  temper  to  a 
*^e  trial.  He  should  not  then  trespass 
*>  tbe  House  by  replying  to  arguments 
*^  had  been  so  often  refuted;  but  ais 
^  bond  that  forbearance  served  only  to 
F^B^e  still  greater  hostility,  he  should 
M  tbat  occasion  submit  to  the  House  a 
Mia  statement  of  the  case.  He  should 
^^npected  of  the  right  hon.  the  Chan- 
ctlkr  of  the  Exchequer,  who  was  the 
P*tt  opposer  of  Mr.  Palmer's  claims,  that 
ki^  once  made  a  promise  upon  the 
*^9ect,  he  would  have  considered  himself 
^^  to  perform  it.  Thit  right  hon. 
9^nan,  and  others,-  on  a  former  night, 
^  resorted  to  extracts  from  private  let- 
i*nQQ  which  to  ground  their  accusations 
^P*'^  Mr.  Palmer.  Now^  he,  too,  could 
'^toaprivate  letter  from  that  right  hon. 
P^^^taao,  containing  a  promise,  which 
*  i^ookl  leave  the  House  to  judge  how 
^  W  peHbmed.  The  letter  had  been 
^'^  to  an  hon.  friend  of  his,  to  whom 
*<^kl  ever  feel  indebted  for  the  con- 
**^  *"PPort  which  he  had  on  all  occa- 
^  given  lo  Mr.  Pstlmer's  claims.  That 
^  Head  had  remonstrated  with  the 
^  bon.  gentlesnan,  on  the  opposition 
^^  W  pcxmted  in  giving  to  Mr.  Pal- 
^tcUat;  and  iu  answer  .lo  such,  re-^ 


\ 


monstrance  the  letter  he  alluded  to  had 
been  written,  stating,  that  if  the  Address 
should  be  agreed  to  on  the  Report,  he 
would  give  Sie  claim  no  farther  opposi* 
tion.  Now,  he  should  ask  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  how  that  promise  had  been  fu^ 
filled  ?  He  would  ask  hnn,  too,  how  he 
could  reconcile  it  to  himself,  or  to  the 
House,  that  he  had  sent  the  Bill  in  m 
former  session  up  to  the  Lords,  not  only 
without  but  againHt  his  consent?  This 
was  an  outrage  upon  him,  as  the  origi«> 
nator  of  the  proceeding  in  that  House. 
In  the  next  session  he  had  been  advised 
by  his  friends  to  bring  forward  the  motion 
he  had  submitted  this  session ;  but  he  pre- 
ferred going  into  a  court  of  justice,  espe- 
cially as  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
boasted,  that  if  he  did  so,  the  claims  of 
Mr.  Palmer  would  be  done  away  with, 
and  himself  indicted  for  a  conspiracy. 
After  such  a  statement,  he  considered 
himself  bound  to  go  into  a  court  of  law. 
He  was  aware  that  the  objection  on  the 
trial  had  been  first  started  by  the,  judge, 
that  unless  it  appeared  that  the  money 
had  been  received  to  Mr.  Palmer's  use, 
the  action  could  not  be  maintained.  Mr, 
Serjeant  Shepherd,  who  was  leading  coun- 
sel for  Mr.  Palmer,  stated,  that  he  had 
been  aware  of  this  objection,  but  added, 
that  as  the  ground  of  going  into  court  was 
to  obtain  a  decision  on  the  merits,  that 
might  be  had  if  the  counsel  for  the  other 
side  would  admit  that  the  money  had  been 
so  received.  [Here  the  hon.  gentleman's 
voice  dropt,  and  he  appeared  to  be  greatly 
afiected ;  having  succeeded  with  some 
difficulty  in  uttering  a  few  sentences, 
which  we  could  not  hear,  he  was  at  length 
overpowered  by  the  violence  of  his  feel* 
ings,  and  under  the  necessity  of  sitting 
down.J 

Mr.  Bankes  agreed  with  the  hon.  mover 
in  many  parts  of  what  had  fallen  from 
him,  both  with  respect  to  the  general 
practice  of  the  House  and  its  high  autho- 
rity. The  limits  of  its  powers  were  large 
and  extensive,  necessary  for  its  own  dig* 
nity  and  security,  as  well  as  for  the  bene« 
fit  of  the  people.  He  might  add,  that 
their  permanency  depended  on  keeping 
within  these  bounds,  lie  was  also  readj 
to  admit,  that  there  was  no  precedent  for 
an  answer  like  the  present,  but  would  the 
hon.  gent,  shew  him  any  precedent  for 
such  an  Address  ?  ^When  the  opposition 
of  the  other  House  to  this  graat  was 
known,  and  that  House  had  an  equal 
power  with  the  Commons  with  respect  t# 
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at  once  rcHnqaish  this  constitational  pri* 
Tttege.  There  could  not«  in  his  mind,  be 
a  stronger  case  made  oat  than  the  present. 
If  they  now  conceded,  it  would  be  in  short 
doing  nothing  less  than  inviting  the  House 
of  Lords  to  dispute  their  privileges.  When 
those  privileges  were  disputed,  then  would 
be  the  time  to  defend  them.  At  present, 
he  shoold  content  himself  by  giving  his 
assent  to  the  motion. 

Sir  J,  Anaruiher  thought  there  was  no 
onestion  about  the  power  possessed  by 
tliat  House,  of  originating  grants,  or  the 
power  of  the  Crown  in  relying  upon  that 
House  for  aid,  or  of  the  principle  of  any  of 
the  Addresses  to  the  Crown.  The  ques- 
tion more  immediately  for  the  House  to 
consider  was,  whether  they  having  come 
to  a  Resolution  to  address  the  Crown,  and 
the  Address  being  carried  up,-  it  was  not 
the  duty  of  the  minister  to  advise  the  an- 
swer; and  whether,  having  so  advised, 
there  was  any  thing  in  that  answer  which 
could  be  construed  into  a  breach  of  the 
constitution.  What  was  desired  by  the 
hoc  mover?  Why  that  the  House  snould 
pause.  Was  there  any  thing  unconstitu* 
tional  in  that?  The  right  bon.  bardnet 
then  took  a  view  of  the  rise  and  progress 
of  Addresses,  which,  in  some  instances, 
he  observed,  had  been  carried  a  little  fur- 
ther than  strict  principle  could  warrant. 
In  many  instances  the  crown  had  exercised 
its  own  discretion  against  the  advice  of  the 
ministers*  In  those  times,  which  by  some 
would  be  considered  not  the  worst,  when 
a.  Whig  Administration  governed  the 
country,  upon  an  Address  of  the  House  to 
queen  Anne,  recommending  the  fortifying 
Chatham  and  Portsmouth,  the  Queen  re- 
turned for  answer  (which,  according  to  the 
doctrine  of  the  present  day,  was  an  an- 
swer tending  to  disturb  the  unanimity  of 
both  Houses),  that  she  was  happy  the 
House  had  attended  to  the  fortifying  Chat^ 
ham  and  Portsmouth ;  but  that  as  the  ex- 
pence  was  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the 
aids  of  the  year,  and  the  expence  was 
indefinite,  she  would  order  the  plans 
and  estimates  necessary  for  the  works 
lo  be  drawn  out,  and  then  call  upon  par- 
liament for  their  aid  and  assistance  to  carry 
it  into  efiect.  That  was  a  case  in  point. 
He  did  not  know  in  what  part  of  the  con- 
•titaiion  it  conld  be  found  that  one  House 
issued  money  from  the  public  purse  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  other.  Were  mi- 
nisters to  be  blamed  for  advising  the  Crovm 
to  recommend  the  House  to  pause,  not  for 
Iht  purpose  of  rejecting    Mr.  P^kner*! 
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claim,  but  to  give  an  opportunity  for  both 
Houses  to  agree  upon  the  mode  of  satisfy* 
ing  that  claim  if  well  founded  }  It  was 
clear  that  one  House  thought  a  Bill  wa* 
the  proper  mode  of  oiiginating  the  claim* 
He  therefore  approved  of  Ministers  in  the 
advice  they  had  given,  which  if  they  had 
not  done,  they  would  have  been  highfy 
censurable.  Even  if  he  did  not  think  ao, 
he  could  not  agree  to  the  motion,  as  ho 
saw  nothing  in  the  Answer  that  could  be 
construed  into  an  expression  of  doubt  as 
to  the  readiness  or  sufficiency  of  the  Hooso 
of  Commons. 

Mr.  Tiemey  said  that  he  perceived  the 
right    hon.  gentleman  opposite 'did  not 
mean  to  enter  on  his  defence,  btit  chose 
rather  to  trust  to  his  numbers  than  U>  ar* 
gument.    This  was,  however,  in  his  opi« 
nion  a  most  important  case  ;  it  contained 
the  claims  of  a  very  meritorious  individual* 
who  had  been  of  the  greatest  service  to 
the  public  and  to  the  revenue.     It  bad 
undergone    the    ordeal  of  no  less   than 
six  investigations,  and,   so  many  times 
had  that  House  been  determined  in  his 
favour.    He  would  not  then  troi»ble  the 
House  by  going  into  any  lengthened  detail 
of  the  whole  of  Mr.  Palmer's  treatment 
from  his  first  connection  with  his  Majes- 
ty's government.    The  petition  of   Mr. 
Palmer    came    recommended    from    the 
Crown  ;  it  was  referred  to  a  Committee, 
great  numoers  of  whom  were  the  friends 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman ;  and  that 
Committee  had  determined  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Palmer.    The  right  hon.  gentleman 
contrived  to  leave  the  vote  out  of  the  Ap- 
propriation Act,  and  the  matter  was  made 
the  subject  of  a  separate  Bill  which  was 
thrown  out  by  the  Lords.     The  right  hon. 
gentleman,  finding  himself  out-voted  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  very  cunningly 
said  to  himself,  *'  Well,  as  that  is  the  case, 
though  I  have  many  friends  here,  I  hava 
more  in  another  place,  and  there  1  can  de- 
feat all  that  has  been  carried   against  me 
here.''    From  this  circumstance  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  inferred  that  the   Lords* 
decision  upon  that  Bill  was  a  proof  that 
they  would    be    adverse    to  the  vote  of 
the  House  of  Commons.    This  inference^ 
however,  Mr.   Tierney  denied ;  for  tha 
Lords  had  only  said,   that  they  thought 
the  claim   of  Mr.    Palmer   to  the   per 
centage    was  too    great     He    was  sura 
however,  the -Lords  would   have  noob* 
jection  to  ^ive  Mr.  Palmer  54>,000/.  as  a 
remuneration,  which  came  recommended 
by  the  Cqauaoo^  not  only  to  oompensalf 
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hit  public  Miricet,  but  wbicb  was  to  be 
ia  liea  of  the  per  ctotage  to  which  he 
had  80  strong  a  claim.  He  would  be  glad 
to  know,  where  on  the  Journals  of  the 
House  they  could  find  a  precedent  of  a 
man,  whose  services  had  been  highly  be* 
neficial  to  the  public  and  to  the  revenue, 
with  six  decisions  of  the  House  in  his  fa- 
vour, obtaining  a  vote  and  nothing  else  ? 
And  all  this  (said  Mr.  T.)  on  the  ground, 
that  the  Lords  have  an  equal  power  with 
OS  in  the  granting  and  distributing  the  pub- 
lic money.  If  they  have  such  a  right, 
they  mast  be  the  most  ill-used  men  in  the 
world :  for  how  does  this  House  use  them  ? 
At  the  end  of  every  session,  the  House  of 
Commons,  after  voting  the  whole  supplies 
tot  the  year  without  ever  consulting  the 
Lords,  send  up  an  act  containing  all  the 
aums  voted,  and  all  the  taxes,  in  which 
there  is  a  clause  of  appropriation  ;  and  it 
ii  th^efore  called  the  Appropriation  Act. 
This  Act  the  Lords  are  obliged  to  assent 
to,  even  to  the  amount  sometimes  of  forty 
'Viillions;  and  if  their  lordships  were  to 
make  an  alteration  of  even  a  penny  in  it, 
the  Bill  would  be  thrown  out  on  iu  return 
to  the  Commons,  and  away  at  once  go  all 
the  supplies  for  the  year,— The  Lor£  had 
never  expressed  any  disapprobation  of 
the  salary  of  SfiOOL  which  Mr.  Pitt  had 

granted  to  Mr.  l^alroer,  nor  bad  even  the 
ouse  of  Commons  been  applied  tow 
That  was  done  by  an  Order  of  Council ; 
mid  if  Mr.  Palmer  had  now  a  friendly  ad- 
ministration to  deal  with,  so  might  thii 
have  been  settled.  He  could  see  no  rea- 
son why  the  objection  had  been  mention- 
ed, unless  the  right  hon.  gentleman  meant 
to  invite  the  Lords  to  share  with  the  House 
the  power  of  originating  money  bills.-^ 
If  you  must,  however,  go  to  the  Lords 
(said  Mr.  Tierney),  how  do  you  know  the 
Lords,  had  they  been  consulted,  would 
have  agreed  to  the  payment  of  Mr.  Pitt's 
debts  ?  That  right  hon.  gentleman  was 
undoubtedly  very  popular  at  one  period, 
but  never  so  much  so  as  his  father  lord 
Chatham,  was  in  his  day  ;  and  yet  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  the  Archbishop  of  York, 
and  two  other  noble  peers,  entered  a  pro- 
test against  paying  the  debts  of  lord  Chat- 
bam,  though  the  House  in  general  seem  to 
have  passed  it  over,  as  not  wishing  to  in- 
terfere in  a  money  concern.— If  the  House 
of  Commons  chose  to  content  themselves 
with  the  Answer  to  this  Address,  then 
would  the  Journals  of  this  year  and  the 
last  contain  the  most  melancholy  proofs 
of  the  downfall  of  the  House  of  Com* 
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mens.  If  they  yielded  to  such  reasons 
for  not  enforcing  their  Vote,  they  were 
jibing  out  of  their  way  to  bring  on  the 
interference  of  the  Lords,  and  to  invite 
them,  as  it  were,  to  trample  on  the  Com- 
mons. In  short,  the  whole  question  was, 
whether  the  House,  ^^laving  voted  what 
they  had  done,  would  sit  down  content 
with  such  an  Answer.  He  was  sure  the 
Prince  Regent  had  been  entrapped  into  it* 
It  was  a  melancholy  thing,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  reign,  to  see  a  line  of 
proceeding  pursued  to  bring  on  adifierence 
between  the  Crown  and  the  House  of  Com* 
mens;  but  such  a  matter,  if  effected, 
would-be  worthy  the  ingenuity  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman.  « 

The  CkmceUor  qf  the  Exchequer  was  sa* 
tisfied  the  House  would  do  him  the  justice 
to  recollect,  that  he  was  not  disposed,  as 
the  right  hon.  gent,  asserted,  to  shelter 
himself  under  numbers,  for  be  had  risen 
immediately  before  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Bankes),  who  had,  however,  the  good  for« 
tune  to  catch  the  Speaker's  eye.  The 
question  was  to  be  decided  by  argument, 
and  not  by  numbers.  He  could  not  avoid 
adverting  to  the  diiference  of  tone  enter« 
tained  by  gentlemen  oppottte  on  a  former 
night;  they*  then  stated,  that  in  giving  to 
the  Prince  Regent  the  advice  which  had 
been  followed,  he  (the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer)  had  committed  an  act  uncon« 
stitutional  in  it  nature,  and  infringing  on 
the  privileges  of  the  House.  On  that  oc* 
casion  he  bad  challenged  the  hon.  gent,  to 
bring  forward  the  charge,  as  indeed  it  was 
his  duty  to  have  done,  immediately.  «4ft 
could  not  be  forgotten  that  the  hon.  gent. 
was  very  anxious  upon  that  subject.  What 
was  the  nature  of  the  charoe,  as  now  made  ? 
.That  the  Address  of  this  House  was  opera- 
tive upon  the  Crown;  and  that  it  became, 
as  it  were,  the  moment  it  passed,  a  sort  of 
imperative  command  which  the  Crown  was 
bound  to  obey.  Was  it  so  ?  Did  it  follow 
that  the  Crown  was  bound  to  assent  imme- 
diately to  the  terms  of  any  Address  ? 
Would  any  man  at  all  acquainted  with 
the  constitution  of  the  country,  ^fiect  to 
maintain  such  a  position?  Had  not  the 
Crown  the  fuU,  legal,  and  constitutional 
authority  to  pause  before  it  complied  with 
that  or  any  Address  of  a  similar  nature  ? 
That  was  all  that  had  been  dene  in  this 
instance;  and  when  gentlemen  contended 
for  a  doctrine  contrary  to  this,  they  were 
maintaining  what,  in  his  opinion,  would 
tend  to  subvert  that  fabric  they  so  much  de- 
-'-  ^  iQ  retain-^the  ancient  conatitntion  oC 
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the  land.  The  quesiionsi  however^  for  the 
Hopie  to  entertain,  were  these :  was  the 
Address  to  be  considered  in  the  natore 
mnd  light  of  a  command,  and  if  not  so 
to  be  considered,  then  was  it  unconstitu- 
tional in  the  minister  to'  advise  the 
Crown  to  give  an  answer  such'as  had  been 
given  ?  In  the  next  place,  was  the  advice 
proper  to  be  given  ?  and  was  there  any 
thing  in  the  manner  of  giving  it  which 
could  lay  the  advisers  open  to  censure  for 
the  terms  in  which  the  answer  was  con* 
Teyed  ?  As  to  the  first  proposition,  there 
was  no  man,  he  was  certain,  would  hesitate 
to  admit  that  the  minister  was  bound  to 
give  the  Crown  advice,  and  the  Crown,  as 
one  of  the  branches  of  the  legislature,  had 
the  undoubted  right  of  exercising  its  as- 
sent or  dissent  to  any  measure.  If  a  Bill 
were  proposed  and  passed  both  Houses, 
the  Crown  might  assent  to  or  dissent  from 
that  Bill,  and  refuse  to  sanction  it.  If 
then,  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Crown  to 
Tefuse  its  assent  to  any  Bill  which  might 
pass  both  Houses,  he  should  like  to  hear 
the  dictum  stated  which  should  declare 
that  the  Crown  was  not  equally  competent 
to  gtte  an  opinion  as  to  any  address  of 
this  or  the  other  House.  For  to  that  ex- 
tent the  doctrine  must  be  carried,  if  the 
motion  of  the  hon.  gent  was  acceded  to. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  the  refusal  of  a 
]>art  was  any  thing  like  the  refusal  of  sanc- 
tion to  a  measure  passed  by  both  Houses. 
It  could  not  be  contended  that  the  refusal 
was  a  breach  of  the  constitution :  in  this 
case,  it  was  infinitely  less  strong  than  if  it 
llftd  been  directed  against  a  Bill  passed  by 
the  two  Houses.  The  power  of  refusal 
inust  then  be  admitted  to  exist  in  the 
Crown,  and  the  right  of  advising  the 
Crown  to  rest  with  the  ministers.  The 
absolute  right  of  refusal,  if  necessary  in 
any  case,  was  not  under  consideration.  It 
liad  not  been  done.  What  was  the  answer 
complained  of?  Why,  the  answer  ex- 
pressed the  readiness  of  the  Prince  Regent 
lb  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  House, 
but  desired  some  little  time  for  considera- 
tion. At  the  same  time,  however,  he  was 
ready  to  admit,  that  the  answer  must  be 
taken  as  the  answer  of  the  ministers;  but 
did  it  therefore  imply  any  distrust  of  the 
power  of  the  House,  or  any  inclination  to 
interfere  with  that  power?  It  was  only 
distinctly  saying  that  the  assent  of  the 
two  branches  would  be  more  desirable. 
It  was  not  constitutional  to  present  the 
Addreu  'm  the  language  of  command. 
Witb  respect  to  the  precedeati  adduced ; 
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why,  the  proposition  that  this  elaim  waa 
one  of  rignt  and  justice,  and  therefore  de« 
manded*  was  saying  too  much,  when  ihm 
other  House  had  given  a  distinct  and  de- 
cided opinion  on  that  demand,  expressed^ 
as  it  had  been,  when  the  Bill  was  brougha 
in  upon  the  subject.     If  gentlemen  wished 
the  House  of  Commons  to  quarrel  with  the 
other  House  ibr  differing  in  opinion,  was 
it  not  competent  in  the  ministers  of  the 
Crown  to  advise  the  Crown  against  it  ?  Ha 
did  not  know  any  right  which  the  consti- 
tution gave  to  the  one  House  more  than 
the  other,  of  enjoying  the  luxury  of  quar- 
relling.    Ministers  were  bound  to  prevent 
it,  but  the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Tierney)^ 
wished  the  Crown  to  sit  quiet,  and  see  fair- 
'  play.— He  seemed  to  prefer  that  to  peace 
and  tranquillity.     He  also  considered  the 
question  as  a  mere  matter  of  revenue,  con- 
nected with  the  management  and  collec- 
tion of  it ;    but  even  on  that  point  the 
other  House  had  decided.      Those  who 
preferred  the  mode  of  ^Address  to  a  Bill, 
might  as  well  contend  that  taxes  should  be 
originated  by  address.     The  precedenta 
alluded  to,  of  grants  to  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough, the  earl  of  Chatham,  and  the 
grant  of  money   for  building  churches, 
were  ultimately  provided  for  by  act  of 
Parliament.     The  object  of  the  Address 
might  be  seen  through ;  it  was  preferred, 
because  it  would  thereby  give  the  go-by 
to  the  House  of  Lords.     With  respect  to 
the  practice  adopted  concerning  loans,  the 
right  hon.  gent,  was  not  correct    When 
made,  the  ministers  certainly  previously 
received   the  sanction  of  the   House   of 
Commons ;  the  money  was  lodged  in  the 
Bank  of  England  for  security,  but  itwasnot 
touched  by  the  government  until  an  act  of 
Parliament  had  passed  for  authorizing  its 
being  received  into  the  £xchequer.     U 
was  not  enough  for  one  House  to  vote  any 
specific  sum ;  the  Parliament  collectively 
must  vote  it.— -The  right  hon.  gent,  tbea 
alluded  to  the  arguments  adduced  by  gen- 
tlemen opposite  on  former  occasions,  par- 
ticularly with  respect  to  the  Auditorship 
of  the  Exchequer;  to  shew  that  they  had 
contended  for  the  necessity  of  obtaining 
the  consent  of  the  other  branch  of  the  le- 
gislature to  the  regulation  of  that  office.-— 
He  submitted  that  he  had  endeavoured  to 
shew  that  there  had  not  been  any  breach 
of  the  constitution,  nor  any  disrespect  to 
the  Commons ;  that  all  which  was  desired 
was,  that  the  grant  should  be  completed 
by  the  sanction  of  Parliament.— Having' 
made  loma  farther  obaervaltonsf  he  pro* 
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ceeded  to|notice  the  remarks  which  had 
fallen  from  the  hon.  colonel  (Mr.  Palmer), 
lamenting  that  it  should  have  fallen  to  his 
lotj  as  a  part  of  his  duty,  to  read  any 
thing  which  might  have  hurt  the  hon. 
gentleman's  feeling;),  or  revived  the  recol- 
lection of  conduct  which  micrht  lay  the 
claimant  open  to  censure.  He  defended 
the^conduct  pursued  by  himself,  in  recom- 
mending the  inquiry  into  those  claims, 
which  he  had  done  from  a  motive  of  not 
wishing  to  appear  as  acting  harshly.  He 
concluded  with  expressing  his  opinion, 
that,  under  all  the  circumstances,  the  House 
would  concur  in  thinking  that  the  ad  vice 
eiven  was  most  proper ;  and  therefore  he 
should  object  totne  motion  of  the  hon.  gent. 
IVIr.  Pcnsonby  maintained  that  it  had 
been  the  right  of  the  House  of  Commons 
*'  t«  issue  any  sums  of  money  ever  since  the 
Revolution.  He  did  not  mean  to  argue 
the  present  question  as  a  breach  of  privi- 
lege, but  he  confessed  he  felt  some  sur- 
prise to  hear  the  gentlemen  on  the  oppo- 
site side  cheering  the  expression  of  senti- 
•  ments,  which  tended  to  lower  the  dignity 
of  the  House.  l)e  must  consider  the  An- 
swer sent  to  the  Address  of  the  House  as 
derogatory  to  its  honour;  and  never,  he 
hoped,  would  that  House  suiter  itself  to  be 
dictated  to  what  extent  it  should  raise  any 
sums  of  money.  The  right  hon.  gent,  had 
said,  that  he  was  not  to  be  blamed,  but  he 
maintained  that  he  was,  for  he  took  the 
part  of  the  other  House  against  the  House 
of  Commons.  He  would  ask,  whether 
there  were  no  instances  where  the  House 
of  Lords  disagreed  with  the  vote  of  the 
House  of  Commons;  ahd  yet  that  the 
House  of  Commons  had  persevered  and 
finally  prevailed  ?  The  right  hon.  gent, 
said,  that  the  House  of  Lords  had  a  legisla- 
tive voice,  and  he  agreed  that  they  had, 
when  the  matter  came  before  them  in  a 
legislative  shape,  but  in  no  other.  What 
were  the  words  of  the  answer?  ••  When 
the  House  has  made  legislative  provision 
for  the  same;''  that  was,  when  the  House 
had  consulted  the  House  of  Lords.  The 
House  of  Lords  bad  but  a  simple  affirma- 
tive or  negative  in  such  matters,  and  it  was 
absurd  to  argue  tbr  their  possessing  a  co- 
equal power  in  matters  of  money.  He 
should  be  as  sorry  as  any  man  to  see  any 
dissension  between  the  Crown  and  the 
Commons;  but  there  was  nothing  more 
calculated  to  create  it  than  such  an  an- 
swer as  had  been  sent  to  the  Address !  and 
be  would  assert,  that  if  the  House  of  Com- 
mons possessed  less  power  than  was  now 


constitutionally  vested  in  it,  public  liberty 
would  not  be  long  preserved.  The  right 
hon.  gent,  had  said,  that  he  wished  to 
avoid  any  quarrel  between  the  two  Houses; 
but  he  presumed  the  possibility  of  such  a 
quarrel,  and  then  attempted  to  justify 
himself  on  this  assumption.  If  the  House 
of  Lords  had  thought  their  rights  invaded, 
they  were  then  sitting  to  vindicate  them  ; 
but  the  right  hon.  gent,  stepped  in  to  their 
assistance,  and  anticipated  the  necessity  of 
his  interference.  It  was  evident,  however, 
why  he  pursued  this  line  of  conduct,  be- 
cause it  pleased  himself,  and  therefore  he 
declared  himself  the  unsolicited,  unsought- 
for,  advocate  and  ally  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  that  merely  because  he  thought 
them  adverse  to  the  claims  of  Mr.  Palmer. 
The  short  question  was  this:  the  right 
hon.  gent,  admitted  the  power  of  the 
House,  but  denied  that  they  had  discreetly 
exercised  it  on  this  occasion.  The  House 
of  Lords  had  once  differed  on  this  ques- 
tion, and  they  misht  differ  again,  and 
therefore  he  advised  the  House  to  bring  in 
an  act  of  parliament  to  sanction  their  vote. 
He  believed  there  was  no  instance  to  be 
found  where  the  Crown  had  refused  its 
assent  in  such  a  case  as  this  when  there 
was  no  objection  to  the  grant,  neither  in 
point  of  time,  nor  in  any  thing  else ;  but 
the  right  hon.  gent,  assumed  to  himself  the 
interference  of  another  branch,  and  as- 
signed that  as  a  reason  why  the  crown 
should  refuse  its  assent  to  the  Address  of 
the  House  of  Commons. — lie  contended 
then  that  the  answer  was  offensive  to  the 
House,  and  ought  to  be  resented.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  might  be  applauded  for 
condemning  the  use  of  the  power  of  the 
House,  but  he  would  contend  that  it  was 
highly  useful  and  necessary,  for  he  was 
not  so  much  in  love  either  with  the  power 
of  the  Crown  or  the  House  of  Lords,  as  to 
prefer  it  to  that  of  the  House  of  Commons^ 
and  he  confessed  that  he  never  expected 
in  that  House  to  have  heard  the  minister 
applauded  for  giving  a  decided  preference 
to  any  other  part  of  the  legislature. 

Mr.  Whubread  Was  a  good  deal  surprised 
at  the  manner  in  which  the  question  had 
been  discussed.  It  was  not  a  question  of 
party.  He  saw,  however,  that  he  was 
likely  to  vote  in  a  small  minority ;  but 
however  great  the  majority  against  him 
might  be,  it  was  still  a  majority  against 
the  House  of  Commons.  He  had  been 
accused  of  inconsistency.  He  had  never 
used  the  word  privilege.  He  had  been 
>  cautious  of  that.     He  had  k^Q  too  much 
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of  the  efiects  of  the  high  priTilegians ; 
he  had  seen  the  odiuiQ  into  which  they 
had  brought  the  very  term ;  he  had  seen 
mmotiou  put  into  the  mouth  of  the  Speaker, 
Vrhich  had  brought  these  privileges  to  he 
canvassed  before  a  court  of  justice.     He 
had   been  accused  '^\  inattention.     The 
day  on  which  be  intimated  his  motion^  was 
m  day  on  v^iicu  no  business  was  ever  dis- 
cussed in  fne  House ;   and  on  Monday, 
the  second  day,  it  was  necessary  for  him 
to   be   absent  on   public   business.      He 
calle<l  upon  the  Speaker  to  bear  witness,  if 
be  W2)s  not  a  vigilant  member  of  the 
House;  and   he  thought  it  rather  hard, 
that  while  he  had  been  sometimes  charged 
with   a  troublesome  sort  of  activity,  he 
should  now  be  charged  with  negligence. 
He  would  have  brought  the  motion  for- 
ward on  Monday,  but  he  was  called  away 
on  public  duty.    He  had  travelled  many 
miles  to  bring  forward  this  unsuccessful 
motion.— -He  tihen  proceeded  to  consider 
what  had  been  said  by  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  as  to  the  re- 
fusal of  the  Auditor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
issue  sums  upon-  the  responsibility  of  the 
minister.    Was  this  case  at  all  in  point? 
The  right  hon.  gent,  was  then  keeping 
the  throne  unnecessarily  vacant,  and  was 
usurping  the  power  which  could  only  be* 
long  to  the  Crown.    He  said  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  been  beaten 
again  and  again  on  Mr.  Palmer's  claims ; 
but  he  bad  shewn  he  could  stoop  to  con- 
quer; and  that  which  he  could  not  do  in 
one  House,  he  would  attempt  to  do  by 
another.     With  respect  to  the  case  which 
bad  been  quoted  in  que^n  Anne's  time : 
did  the  House  of  Commons  say  they  would 
make  good  the  sum  ?  By  no  means.    And 
the    answer  was  most  proper;    that  an 
estimate  would  be  laid  before  them.    Had 
the  ministerin  reading  the  Address  to  the 
Prince  Regent,  thought  fit  to  stop  at  the 
words  make  good,  would  he  not  have  de- 
laded  the  Prince  ?  The  answer  returned 
was  extremely  ungracious :  it  was  as  much 
as  saying,  "  You  Ibols,  you  do  not  know 
what  you  are  about-i— you  are  mere  babies 
-—you  are  going  to  get  into  a  quarrel  with 
bigger  boys  than    yourselves^  who  will 
lick  you."      With  respect  to  what  had 
been  said  about  the'power  of  the  Crown  to 
refute  assent  to  Bills,  he  would  ask,  if  the 
Bill  for  Catholic  Emancipation  should  pass 
both  Houses,  whether  any  minister  of  the 
Crown  would  dare  advise  the  Crown  to  in- 
terpose a  veto  ?  He  asked,  with  what  con- 
tbtem:y  an  boo.  gent.  (Mr*  Bankes)  could 
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oppose  this  question,  who  himself  on  the 
failure  of  the  Reversions  Bill  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  proposed  to  set  aside  the  Lords 
by  an  Address  to  the  Crown.     He  should 
have  liked  io  have  heard  what  be  would 
have  said  if  any  minister  of  the  Crown  had 
advised  the  granting  any  Reversion  after 
such  an  Address  !  He  asked  if  it  became 
the  right  hon.  gent  to  say  to  those  who 
furnished  the  Crown  with  the  sinews  of 
war,  that  they  were  not  sufficient  ?  Their 
practical    power   after    this    was    gone. 
Who  would  dare  to  propose  a  vote  by 
Address  hereafter,  if  that  vote  was  not 
agreeable  to  the  minister  of  the  day  ?  He 
had  done  his  duty  in  bringing  forward  the 
present  motion,  and  whether  he  should  be 
joined  with  a  small  or  large  minority,  or 
even  if  he  should  be  alone,  he  should  still 
feel  himself  called  upon    to   divide  the 
House. 

Mr.  Palmer  said,  that  he  would  willingly 
leave  the  whole  matter  to  the  decision  of 
a  court  of  law,  provided  the  case  fhoald 
not  be  allowed  to  be  injured  by  tbe  recent 
death  of  a  most  material  witness,  whose 
former  examination  might,  however,  be 
received  as  evidence.  He  mentioned  aa 
offer  of  compromise  which  had  been  made 
to  him  last  session,  by  a  person  who  stated 
that  he  was  authorised  to  do  so.  At  that 
time  he  declined  it ;  but  after  tbe  session* 
being  ordered  on  foreign  service,-  and 
contemplating  tbe  probability  that  he 
might  not  return,  he  wrote  to  the  right 
bon.  gent,  opposite  on  the  subject,  who 
disavowed  any  knowledge  of  the  offer 
which  had  before  been  made  to  him.  He 
apologised  to  his  friends  for  the  trouble 
which  he  had  given  them.  Many  of 
them  had  advised  him  not  to  press  hia 
father's  claims  at  present,  but  to  wait  for 
a  more  favourable  opportunity.  He  had 
been  induced  to  reject  that  advice  from  a 
consideration  of  the  weak  and  infirm  state 
of  the  individual  in  whom  be  was  so  nearly 
interested,  and  who,  if  he  did  not  speedily 
enjoy  tbe  benefit  of  a  determination  in  his 
favour,  would  in  all  probability  never 
enjoy  it  at  all. 

The  Chancelhr  qf  the  Exchequer  would 
be  very  happy  if  the  afiair  conld  be  de- 
cided  in  a  court  of  justice,  but  expressed 
his  conviction  that  it  could  *  not  be  so 
modelled  as  to  be  brought  fairly  to  iaoe* 
With  respect  to  the  o£r  which  the  hon. 
gent,  said  had  been  made  to  him,  he  de* 
clared  himself  wholly  ignorant  of  any  au- 
thority having  been  given  to  any  one  oa 
the  subject 
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The  Hoose  then  di?ided. 

For  the  motioo 68 

Against  it 161 

Majority •*— 03 

British  and  Irish  Militias  Imtbr- 
CBANGB  Bill.]  The  report  of  this  Bill 
having  been  brought  op> 

Mr.  Pamcil  rtfse  to  move  a  clause  to 
give  to  the  Catholic  Militiaman  legal  secu- 
rity for  the  exercise  of  his  religion  in  this 
country.  He  was  ready  to  allow  that  the 
amendments  which  had  been  made  to  the 
Bill  in  the  Committee  had  removed  some 
of  the  objections  which  he  originally  enter* 
uined.  By  them  the  Catholic  Miliria 
officer  would  be  protected  against  the 
penalties  and  disabilities  of  the  Test  Act, 
and  the  Acts  of  George  3.  Still,  however, 
the  Bill  was  not  what  it  ought  to  be^  so  far 
«8  the  Catholic  private  soldier  was  con- 
eemed.  Though  the  right  hon.  gent,  said 
be  was  willing  to  put  him  in  this  country 
on  the  same  footing  in  respect  to  the 
exercise  of  his  religion,  as  he  was  now  in 
Ireland,  and  that  a  general  order  would  be 
issued  immediately  by  the  commander  in 
chief  for  that  purpose,  he  (Mr.  Parnell) 
would  maintain  that  such  a  security  was 
not  a  sufficient  one— because  even  in  Ire- 
land  the  Catholic  soldier  did  not  stand  in 
the  condition  in  which  he  ought  to  be  in 
this  respect ;  for  though  the  Irish  Act  of 
1793  enabled  the  Catholic  to  serve  in  the 
army,  the  constructive  privilege  conferred 
by  that  act  as  to  religious  worship,  was 
taken  away  by  the  mutiny  act.  By  this 
Act,  which  is  annually  paiwed  by  parlia* 
ment,  every  commanding  officer  in  Ire* 
land  is  enabled  to  order  the  Catholic  sol- 
dier to  attend  the  Protestant  service,  and 
in  case  of  disobedience  of  his  orders,  he  is 
enabled  to  inflict  the  punishment  of  fin- 
ing and  imprisoning,  in  a  summary  way  ; 
or  to  bring  the  soldier  who  disobeys  him 
before  a  court  martial  for  the  general 
crime  of  disobedience  of  orders.  This 
was  a  power  which  does  at  this  mo* 
ment  exist  in  Ireland.  To  give,  there* 
fore,  to  the  Catholic  Militia-man,  when 
in  this  country,  only  the  same  privi- 
leges as  he  possesses  in  Ireland,  was  to 
leave  him  subject  to  a  punishment  by  law 
for  refusing  to  attend  the  service  of  the 
established  church.  He  endeavoured  to 
remove  this  great  injustice  by  the  amend- 
ment which  he  proposed  to  the  Mutiny 
Bill,  when  last  before  this  House;  the  rea- 
aoBs  for  adoptin|c  a  clanse  such  as  he  now 
propoiedfWereauii  stronger  than  any  which 


hecould  urge  in  favour  of  that  amendment* 
By  this  Bill  Catholics  are  compelled  by 
the  ballot  to  serve  in  the  Irish  Militia, 
and  those  who  may  be  hereafter  ad- 
mitted into  the  militia  are  compelled  to 
serve  in  England.  All  persons  enter« 
ing  into  the  army  by  enlistment  did 
so  with  (heir  eyes  open,  and  knowing 
the  restraints  to  which  they  would  be  sub- 
ject.— ButthisBillwasonf'whichcompelled 
the  service  of  the  Irish  Catholics  in  £ng« 
land.     Was  it  not  then  but  just  to  make 

f provision  in  such  a  Bill  that  he  should  at 
east  enjoy,  in  reward  for  his  service,  tho 
unquestionable  right  of  exercising  his 
religion  according  to  the  ceremonies  of  hia 
own  church.— Bdt  the  House  should  ob- 
serve, that  the  Catholic  soldier  would  not 
enjoy  the  same  protection  under  a  general 
order  of  the  commander  in  chief  in  thiscoun* 
try  as  he  does  in  Ireland.  Ireland  being  a 
Catholic  country,  he  had  there  every  faci- 
lity of  attending  the  places  of  Catholic 
worship*  He  was  also  sure  of  protection 
and  redress  in  case  the  orders  of  the  com* 
mander  in  chief  were  isolated.  Here,  on 
the  contrary,  places  of  Catholic  worship 
were  but  few,  and  if  a  commanding  officer 
thought  proper  to  disregard  the  general 
order,  there  would  be  no  chance  of  his  inju- 
ries being  known  or  redressed.  Besides,  pro- 
ceeding by  a  general  order  was  very  objec- 
tionable, as  it  was  an  Act  dispensing  with 
the  law  of  the  land.  The  Mutiny  Act 
makes  it  legal  to  punish  the  soldier  for 
refusing  to  attend  the  Protestant  church 
service.  The  general  order  says,  that  part 
of  the  law  shall  not  be  enforced.  What 
was  this  but  to  dispense  with  an  act  of 
parliamentand  to  violate  the  Billof  Bights? 
It  was  also  to  be  objected  to  this  way  of 
proceeding,  that  there  was  no  probability 
that  it  would  afford  the  Cathelic  a  perma«K 
nent  and  effectual  security.  The  repetition 
of  these  orders  proved  their  failure  to  do 
that  which  they  were  designed  to  do.  '  In 
Ireland  there  had  been  four  general  ordera 
of  commanders  of  the  forces  since  1 807. 
Each  successive  order  referred  to  thp 
violation  of  the  preceding  one,  and  thna 
proved  their  inefficacy*  An  hon.  bart» 
(sir  J.  C.  Hippesley)  who  was  abaenl 
through  indisposition,  bad  authorised  him 
to  say,  that  in  the  western  district  of  thfa 
kingdom^  four  successive  orderr  had  been 
issued  at  bis  instance,  and  each  of  tbeni 
had  failed  to  give  the  Catholic  protection. 
—-Under  all  these  circumstances,  therefore* 
he  should  lubmit  the  following  claoae  tp 
the  HoQK^  at  the  only  wajr  by  which 
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complete  security  could  be  giren  to  the 
Catholic  for  the  full  and  free  exercise  of 
his  religion. 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  all  persons  profess- 
ing the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  serving 
ts  commissioned  and  non-commissioned 
officers,  drummers  and  private  men,  in  any 
regiment,  battalion  or  corps  of  Irish  Mili- 
tia, which  shall  be  called  upon  to  serve  in 
Great  Britain,  to  attend  the  celebration  of 
divine  service,  according  to  the  ceremonies 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  in  as  full 
and  free  a  manner  as  Protestants  (being 
officers  or  soldiers)  are  now  permitted  to 
attend  the  celebration  of  divine  service 
according  to  the  rites  of  the  Church  of 
England. — ^And  that  no  such  commis- 
sioned, or  non-commissioned  officer,  or 
private  roan  in  any  regiment,  battalion  or 
corps  of  Irish  Militia,  which  shall  be  called 
upon  to  serve  in  Great  Britain,  shall  be 
liable,  under  any  provision  of  the  Mutiny 
Act,  to  any  punishment  whatsoever  for 
refusing  to  attend  divine  service  or  sermon, 
according  to  the  rites  of  the  Church  of 
England/' 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  had  stated  it  to  be 
hit  intention  to  place  the  Catholic  soldier 
on  the  same  footing  here  as  in  Ireland  ^ 
and  on  such  a  footing,  he  contended,  he 
was  placed  by  the  Bill  as  it  at  present 
itood.  Immediately  after  the  passing  of 
the  Bill  it  was  intended  that  an  order 
should  be  issued  from  the  office  of  the 
commander  in  chief,  allowing  each  indi* 
Tidnal  to  attend  that  place  of  worship 
which  he  might  select.  The  Irish  Catholic 
had  no  greater  security  in  Ireland  for  the 
enjoyment  of  his  religion,  and  therefore 
the  proposed  clause  was  unnecessary.  For 
that  reason,  and  for  that  alone,  he 
should  oppose  its  being  introduced. 

The  clause  was  supported  by  sir  John 
Newport,  Colonel  Bagwell,  Mr.  W.  Smith, 
Mr.  Herbert,  Mr.  Babington,  and  Mr. 
Elliot;  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Goulburne, 
Dr.  Duigenan,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
(Exchequer;  after  which  it  was  negatived 
without  a  division.  The  report  was  then 
agreed  to,  and  the  Bill  was  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time  on  Wednesday. 


ROUSE   OP   COMMONS. 


pRiMCB  Rbcbnt's  Message  for  a  Vote 
IHt  Credit.]  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer presented  the  following  Message 
ftom  hi» royal  liighiMn  the  Prince  Regent: 


"  George,  P.  R. 

'<  The  Prince  Regent,  in  the  name  and 
on  behalf  of  his  Majesty,  considering  that 
it  may  be  of  very  great  importance  to 
provide  for  such  emergencies  as  may  ariae^ 
aod  relying  on  the  experienced  zeal  and 
affection  of  the  House  of  Commons,  trusts 
that  this  House  will  enable  him  to  take 
such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  dis- 
appoint or  defeat  any  enterprtzes  or  de- 
signs of  the  enemy,  and  as  the  exigency 
of  affairs  may  require.  G.  i\  R\** 

Ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Supply. 

Petition  of  the  Roman  Cathoucs  of 
Cork.]  Mr.  Hutchinson  presented  a  Peti- 
tion n-om  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the 
county  and  city  of  Cork,  whose  names  are 
thereunto  subscribed,  on  behalf  of  them* 
selves  and  others  his  Majesty's  subjecu, 
professing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  in 
Ireland,  setting  forth, 

**  That  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
amounting  to  nearly  five  milliona  of  hit 
Majesty's  subjects,  constituting  a  vast  ma* 
jority  of  the  population  of  that  part  of  the 
united  kingdom,  and  contributing  largely 
and  liberally  to  .encrease  the  revenues, 
and  to  recruit  the  fleets  and  armies  of  the 
empire,  have  long  suffered,  and  do  still 
suffer,  from  the  restraint  of  laws  hnmili* 
ating  in  their  provisions,  and  most  in* 
jurious  in  their  effects;  and  that  their 
services  to  the  country  have  been  at  all 
times  conspicuous  and  important;  at  home 
they  have  improved  and  extended  the  arts^ 
agriculture  and  manufactures,  abroad  they 
have  promoted  the  success  and  exalted 
the  glory  of  the  British  arms,  yet  are  they 
ignominiously  prescribed  from  all  the 
higher  ranks  or  trust  or  honour  in  the 
state,  shut  out  from  the  just  rewards  of  a 
laudable  ambition,  and  degraded  below 
the  condition  of  the  meanest  of  their  fel- 
low subjects ;  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to 
state  that  they  yield  to  none  in  loyalty  to 
the  King,  obedient  to  the  laws,  attach* 
ment  to  their  country,  and  in  the  great 
duties  of  morality  to  their  fellow  subjects, 
to  whom  they  are  bound  by  close  consan- 
guinity, daily  social  intercourse,  friend- 
ship formed  m  earliest  days  of  childhood, 
and  cemented  through,  the  successive 
stages  of  life,  and  from  whom  they  cannot 
separate  their  interests,  one  of  the  strongest 
ties  on  the  human  mind ;  under  these  cir^ 
cunstances,  the  petitioners  most  earnestly 
solicit  the  attention  of  /the  Hoose  to  the 

imminent  dniigen  wluch  noH  reiok  bom 
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a  syilem  of  legitlatioo  to  oppressive  and 
impolitic,  at  a  tioi^  when  oor  mighty 
aaemy  hut  laid  psostrale  almost  every 
other  Dstioa  of  Europe*  rendered  incapa« 
bie  of  eflbctaal  resistance  by  the  discon« 
•  tents  and  disunion  of  their  people*  and 
•when  the  safety  of  oar  own  is  threatened 
by  the  same  powerful  and  implacable  foe; 
and  they  do  beg  leave  to  state*  that  to 
restore  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland 
a  full  and  miqualified  participation  in  the 
benefits  of  the  oonstitotion  of  their  coun* 
try,  and  to  remove  all  the  restrictions  and 
vexatious  distinctions  which  affect  them, 
is  now  become  a  measure  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  the  preservation  of  this  king« 
dom  from  the  perils  which  surround  it ; 
and  praying  the  House  to  take  into  its 
SQost  serious  consideration  the  nature*  ex- 
lent  and  operation  of  .the  aforesaid  penal 
laws,  and  .by  repealing  the  same  altoge- 
ther, to  restore  to  the  Boman  Catholics  of 
Ireland  those  rights  so  long  withheld,  and 
their  doe  share  in  that  constitution,  which 
they,  in  common  with  their  fellow  sub- 
jects of  every  other,  de4pription*  eontri- 
bute,  by  taxes  by  arms  and  by  industry, 
to  sustain  and  defend/' 
Ordered  io  lie  upon  the  table* 


BouAK  Catholic  Patitioms.]  Mr. 
4^tUn  moved*  Thai  the  Petition  of  his 
Majestjr's  Catholic  subjects,  whose  names 
•re  thereunto  subscribed,  as  well  for  them- 
aelves  as  others  his  Majesty's  subjects 
professing  the  Catholic  faith  in  Ireland, 
which  was  presented  nponthe  20th  day  of 
this  instant  May,  might  be  read ;  and  the 
MHne  was  read.  He  also  moved*  That 
the  Resolutions  of  the  House  of  the  28th 
day  of  March  last,  giving  the  Thanks  of 
the  House  to  lieutenant  general  Thomas 
Orahani  and  the  army  under  bis  com- 
mand, for  4he  brilliant  victory  obtained 
•n  the  heights  of  Barrosa,  might  be  read; 
and  the  same  were  read.  He  also  moved. 
That  the  Resolutions  of  the  House  of  llie 
flOth  day  of  April  last,  giving  the  thanks  of 
the  House  to  lieutenant  general  lord  vis- 
count Wellington,  and  the  army  in  Portu- 
gal, might  be  read  :  and  the  same  being 
read : 

Mr.  GmttoM  again  rose  and  spoke  to  the 
following  effect :  Sir,  in  desiring  that  these 
acveral  votes  of  the  thanks  of  Parliament 
should  be  read,  my  object  was,  that  this 
House  may  be  reminded  of  the  grievances, 
which  we  are  called  upon  to  redress,  and 
that  the  petitioners  may  have  the  benefit 
of  soch  approbatioA  of  the  condoct  of 
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CathQlic  soldiers^  that  the  people  may 
enjoy  the  full  advantage  of  the  recorded 
opinions  of  this  House  in  favour  of  their 
allegiance.  We  are  now  going  to  con* 
sider  whether  it  be  just  or  expedient  that 
the  existing  system  of  penal  laws  to  which 
the  Catholics  are  subject,  should  any  longer 
continue.  I  call  them  penal,  Air  what 
else  is  the  qualifying  law  ?  A  law  inflict- 
ing penalties  in  the  most  objectionable 
form,  that  is,  under  the  disguise  of  an 
oath ;  an  oath  of  the  worst  kind,  by  whiQh 
they  are  called  upon  to  make  God  the 
witness  of  their  disability ;  to  make  reli- 
gion a  crime,  and  perjury  a  qualification. 
On  this  occasion  the  House  is  to  try  a 
whole  nation ;  to  judge  a  great  people^ 
the  people  of  Ireland,  and  on  the  testimony 
publisiied  by  some  of  themselves.  We 
have  to  try  them  upon  sepai^ate  charge^ ; 
upon  charges  against  the  religion  thfy 
profess  and  the  political  principles  up9n 
which  they  have  acted.  The  testimony 
against  them,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  that  of 
their  countrymen  and  their  fellow-subjects. 
Upon  such  evidence  the  charges  against 
the  religion  of  the  Catholics  are  const^^tly 
rested ;  but  the  evidence  of  individuals 
against  a  people  is  not  evidence  of  compa* 
tibility  to  be  admitted.  That  the  persons 
who  make  the  charges,  however,  might  be^ 
lie ve  them  founded  in  conscience  and  truth, 
I  will  not  deny ;  but  I  think  them  pre- 
judiced, and  therefore  destitute  of  credibi- 
lity. In  fact,  those  individuals  who  make 
such  charges,  testify  not  alone  against  the 
Catholics*  or  the  Catholic  religion,  but 
against  the  truth  of  the  Christian  religion  ; 
because,  if  their  charges  be  well-founded, 
they  m^ike  the  great  body  of  Christiana 
worse  than  idolaters ;  they  go  to  provo 
that  the  Messiah  has  failed ;  that  the  Reve* 
lation  is  not  of  divine  origin,  but  a  vaia 
experiment.  To  adopt  such  charges  would 
be  to  say,  that  the  Christian  religion  is  not 
of  divine  anthority ;  to  abandon  ourselves 
to  the  heated  opinions  of  vehement  wri- 
ters of  vehement  times,  and  to  enforce  the 
intolersnt  doctfines  of  courts.  But  the 
religion  of  courts  is  power ;  the  religion 
of  theologians,  in  all  times,  bigotry ;  and 
the  combination  of  both  intolerance. 

Against  the  charges  thus  urged  against 
the  Catholics,  we  have  evidence  indispu- 
table ;  we  have  the  explicit  declaration  of 
the  six  greatest  Catholic  universities  of 
Europe ;  the  best  |est  of  their  religion^ 
disclaiming  any  doctrine  incompatible 
with  the  strongest  attachment  to  the  civil 
government  of  every  country*    The  opj^ 

(2B) 


967]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,       Peiii&mtfiheRommCaMkiffCaHt.       [968 


comphste  security  could  be  given  to  the 
Catholic  for  the  fall  and  free  exercise  of 
his  religion. 

''  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  all  persons  profess- 
ing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  serving 
as  commissioned  and  non-commissioned 
officers,  drummers  and  private  men,  in  any 
regiment,  battalion  or  corps  of  Irish  Mili* 
lia,  which  shall  be  called  upon  to  serve  in 
Great  Britain,  to  attend  the  celebration  of 
divine  service,  according  to  the  ceremonies 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  in  as  full 
and  free  a  manner  as  Protestants  (being 
officers  or  soldiers)  are  now  permitted  to 
attend  the  celebration  of  divine  service 
according  to  the  rites  of  the  Church  of 
England.— And  that  no  such  commis« 
sioned,  or  non-commissioned  officer,  or 
private  man  in  any  regiment,  battalion  or 
corps  of  Irish  Militia^  which  shall  be  called 
upon  to  serve  in  Great  Britain,  shall  be 
liable,  under  any  provision  of  the  Mutiny 
Act,  to  any  punishment  whatsoever  for 
refusing  to  attend  divine  service  or  sermon, 
according  to  the  rites  of  the  Church  of 
England/' 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  had  stated  it  to  be 
his  intention  to  place  the  Catholic  soldier 
on  the  same  footing  here  as  in  Ireland  ^ 
and  on  such  a  footing,  he  contended,  he 
was  placed  by  the  Bill  as  it  at  present 
•tood.  Immediately  after  the  passing  of 
the  Bill  it  was  intended  that  an  oraer 
should  be  issued  from  the  office  of  the 
commander  in  chief,  allowing  each  indi- 
Tidiial  to  attend  that  place  of  worship 
which  he  might  select.  The  Irish  Catholic 
had  no  greater  security  in  Ireland  for  the 
enjoyment  of  his  religion,  and  therefore 
the  proposed  clause  was  unnecessary.  For 
that  reason,  and  for  that  alone,  he 
should  oppose  its  being  introduced. 

The  clause  was  supported  by  sir  John 
Newport,  Colonel  Bagwell,  Mr.  W.  Smith, 
Mr.  Herbert,  Mr.  Babington,  and  Mr. 
Elliot;  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Goulburne, 
Dr.  Duigenan,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer ;  after  which  it  was  negatived 
without  a  division.  The  report  was  then 
agreed  to,  and  the  Bill  was  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time  on  Wednesday. 


ROUSB   OP   COMMONS. 


Friday,  M<i^  il. 

.  Princb  Rbcbnt's  Mbssaob  foe  a  Votb 
09  Crboit.]  The  Chancellor  of  the  £x- 
oheqiier  presented  the  following  Message 
flrom  his  royal  tughiMa  the  Prince  Regent: 


"  George,  P.  R. 

"  The  Prince  Regent,  in  the  name  and 
on  behalf  of  his  Majesty,  considering  that 
it  may  be  of  very  great  importance  to 
provide  for  such  emergencies  as  may  arise« 
and  relying  on  the  experienced  zeal  and 
affection  of  the  House  of  Commons,  trusts 
that  this  House  will  enable  him  to  take 
such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  dis- 
appoint or  defeat  any  enterprizes  or  de* 
signs  of  the  enemy,  and  as  the  exigencv 
of  afiairs  may  require.  G.  P.  Ri  * 

Ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Supply. 

Petition  of  tbb  Roman  Catholics  or 
Cork.]  Mr.  Hutchinson  presented  a  Peti* 
tion  from  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the 
county  and  city  of  Cork,  whose  names  are 
thereunto  subscribed,  on  behalf  of  them* 
selves  and  others  his  Majesty's  subjecu, 
professing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  in 
Ireland,  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
amounting  to  nearly  five  millions  of  lus 
Majesty's  subjects,  constituting  a  vastma* 
jority  of  the  population  of  that  part  of  the 
united  kingdom,  and  contributing  largely 
and  liberally  to  .encrease  the  revenues^ 
and  to  recruit  the  fleets  and  armies  of  the 
empire,  have  long  suffered,  and  do  still 
suffer,  from  the  restraint  of  laws  humili* 
sting  in  their  provisions,  and  most  in- 
jurious in  their  effects;  and  that  their 
services  to  the  country  have  been  at  all 
times  conspicuous  and  important;  at  home 
they  have  improved  and  extended  the  arts^ 
agriculture  and  manufactures,  abroad  they 
have  promoted  the  success  and  exalted 
the  glory  of  the  British  arms,  yet  are  they 
ignominiously  proscribed  from  all  the 
higher  ranks  ot  trust  or  honour  in  the 
state,  shut  out  from  the  just  rewards  of  a 
laudable  ambition,  and  degraded  below 
the  condition  of  the  meanest  of  their  feU 
low  subjects;  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to 
state  that  they  yield  to  none  in  loyalty  to 
the  King,  obedient  to  the  laws,  attsch* 
ment  to  their  country,  and  in  the  great 
duties  of  morality  to  their  fellow  snbjects, 
to  whom  they  are  bound  by  close  consan- 
guinity, daily  social  intercourse,  friend* 
ship  formed  in  earliest  days  of  childhood, 
and  cemented  through,  the  successive 
stages  of  life,  and  from  whom  they  cannot 
separate  their  interests,  one  of  the  strongest 
ties  on  the  human  mind ;  under  these  cir^ 
cunstances,  the  petitioners  most  earnestly 
solicit  the  attention  of  /the  House  to  the 
imminent  dangeis  which  lauit  rank  fieoi 


369}  JIftMM  Quhoec  AiiUbfif. 

a  syttem  of  legiflation  ao  oppreaaive  and 
impolitic,  at  a  tim^  when  our  mighty 
aoemy  ba/T  laid  pioatrata  almost  every 
othor  Datioo  of  Europe,  rendered  incapa* 
ble  of  effisctaal  resiitance  by  the  discon- 
*  tenu  and  disunion  of  their  people*  and 
*«h9n  the  safety  of  oar  own  is  threatened 
by  the  same  powerful  and  implacable  foe ; 
mnd  they  do  beg  leaye  to  state,  that  to 
restore  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland 
SI  fall  and  unqualified  participation  in  the 
benefits  of  the  oonstitution  of  their  coun- 
try, and  to  remove  all  the  restrictions  and 
▼exatiouB  distinctions  which  affect  them, 
if  now  become  a  measure  absolutely  ne* 
cessary  for  the  preservation  of  this  king- 
dom from  the  perils  which  surround  it ; 
and  praying  the  House  to  take  into  its 
most  serious  consideration  the  nature,  ex* 
tent  and  operation  of  .the  aforesaid  penal 
laws,  and  .by  repealing  the  same  altoge* 
ther,  to  restore  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Ireland  those  rights  so  long  withheld,  and 
their  due  share  in  that  constitution,  which 
they,  in  common  with  their  fellow  sub- 
jects  of  every  other,  deacription,  eontri- 
bttte,  by  taxes  by  arms  and  by  industry, 
to  sustain  and  defend/' 
Ordered  io  lie  upon  the  table. 


RouAM  Catholic  Pxtitioks.]  Mr, 
4;ratUn  moved.  That  the  Petition  of  his 
Majesty's  Catholic  subjects,  whose  names 
•re  tbereonto  subscribed,  as  well  for  them- 
aelves  as  others  bis  Majesty's  subjects 
professing  the  Catholic  faith  in  Ireland, 
which  was  presented  upon  the  20th  day  of 
this  instant  May,  might  be  read ;  and  the 
aane  was  read.  He  also  moved.  That 
the  Resolutions  of  the  House  of  the  26th 
day  of  March  last,  giving  the  Thanks  of 
the  House  to  lieutenant  general  Thomas 
Orahan)  and  the  army  under  bis  com- 
mand, for  4he  brilliant  victory  obtained 
•n  the  heights  of  Barrosa,  might  be  read; 
and  the  same  were  read.  He  also  moved. 
That  the  Resolutions  of  the  House  of  die 
gOth  day  of  April  last,  giving  the  thanks  of 
the  House  to  lieutenant  general  lord  vis- 
ftount  Wellington,  and  the  army  in  Portu- 
gal, might  be  read  :  and  the  same  being 
read : 

Mr.  GratioH  again  rose  and  spoke  to  the 
following  effect :  Sir,  in  desiring  that  these 
several  votes  of  the  thanks  of  Parliament 
should  be  read,  my  object  was,  that  this 
House  may  be  reminded  of  the  grievances, 
which  we  are  called  upon  to  redress,  and 
that  the  petitioners  may  bave  the  benefit 
of  such  approbatioa  of  the  conduct  of 
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Cathplic  aoJdiers^  that  the  people  may 
enjoy  the  foil  advantage  of  the  recorded 
opinions  of  this  House  in  favour  of  their 
allegiance*  We  are  now  going  to  con« 
aider  whether  it  be  just  or  expedient  that 
the  existing  system  of  penal  laws  to  wbiph 
the  Catholics  are  subject,  should  any  longer 
continue.  I  call  them  penal,  uv  what 
else  is  the  qualifying  law  ?  A  law  inflict* 
ing  penalties  in  the  most  objectionable 
form,  that  is,  under  the  disguise  of  an 
oath;  an  oath  of  the  worst  kind,  by  which 
they  are  called  upon  to  make  God  the 
witness  of  their  disability ;  to  make  reli* 
gion  a  crime,  and  perjury  a  qualification. 
On  this  occasion  the  House  is  to  try  a 
whole  nation ;  to  judge  a  great  people, 
the  pepple  of  Ireland,  aind  on  the  testimooy 

Eublished  by  some  of  themselves.  We 
ave  to  try  them  upon  separate  charge ; 
upon  charges  against  the  religion  they 
profess  and  the  political  principles  up9n 
which  they  have  acted.  The  testimooy 
against  them,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  that  of 
their  countrymen  and  their  fellow-subjecM* 
Upon  such  evidence  the  charges  against 
the  religion  of  the  Catholics  are  constantly 
rested ;  but  the  evidence  of  individuals 
against  a  people  is  not  evidence  of  compa* 
tibility  to  be  admitted.  That  the  persons 
who  make  the  charges,  however,  might  be^ 
lieve  them  founded  in  conscience  anot  truth, 
I  will  not  deny ;  but  I  think  them  pre- 
judiced, and  therefore  destitute  of  credibi- 
lity. In  fact,  those  individuals  who  make 
such  charges,  testify  not  alone  against  the 
Catholics,  or  the  Catholic  religion,  but 
against  the  truth  of  the  Christian  religion ; 
because,  if  their  charges  be  well-founded, 
they  make  the  great  body  of  Christiana 
worse  Ihan  idolaters ;  they  go  to  prove 
that  the  Messiah  has  failed ;  that  the  Reve- 
lation is  not  of  divine  origin,  but  a  vain 
experiment.  To  adopt  such  charges  would 
be  to  say,  that  the  Christian  religion  is  not 
of  divine  authority ;  to  abandon  ourselves 
to  the  heated  opinions  of  vehexnent  wri- 
ters of  vehement  times,  and  to  enforce  the 
intolerant  doctfines  ^f  courts.  But  the 
religion  of  courts  is  power ;  the  religion 
of  theologians,  in  all  times,  bigotry ;  and 
the  combination  of  both  intolerance. 

Against  the  charges  thus  urged  against 
the  Catholics,  we  have  evidence  indispu- 
table ;  we  bave  the  explicit  declaration  of 
the  six  greatest  Catholic  universities  of 
Europe ;  the  best  |est  of  their  religion, 
disclaiming  any  doctrine  incompatible 
with  the  strongest  attachment  to  the  civil 
government  ^  eviry  country.    The  opi^ 
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niont  of  these  uniTeraities  shewed  what 
was' the  morality  of  the  Catholie  religion, 
•nd  clearly  estahlished  the  fact  of  Catholic 
•Hegiance.  In  addition  to  this,  we  have 
our  owe  experience  of  the  fact,  as  preyed 
and  established  in  the  long  intercoorse 
that  has  subsisted  between  Protestant  and 
Catholic,  and  the  long  obedience  and  sab- 
mission  shewn  by  the  Catholic  to  your 
j^overnment. 

But  let  us  look  at  the  charge  in  another 
point  of  view,  and  examine  upon  what 

Sound  it  rests.  The  charge,  if  well 
onded  against  the  Catholic  for  disaffec- 
tion, goes  directly  to  the  condemnation  of 
this  country,  and  of  the  goTemment  of  this 
country  in  Ireland.  Ireland  has  been  go» 
?emed  by  this  country  during  six  hundred 
years;  so  that  the  charge  of  disaffection 
goes  not  to  disqualify  the  people,  but  to 
convict  the  government.  If  the  people 
are  not  moral,  if  they  are  not  perfect  in 
allegiance,  the  fault  is  not  with  them,  but 
Sn  the  government  under  which  they  have 
been  so  long  placed.  A  good  government 
makes  a  good  people.  Moralise  your 
laws,  and  you  cannot  fail  to  moralise  your 
people.  Depend  upon  it  that  the  original 
worce  of  a  people's  vices  is  the  vice  of  its 
Ig^vemment,  and  that  in  every  instance 
jiince  the  creation  of  the  world,  the  peo* 
pie  have  been  what  their  nilers  made 
Ihem. 

^  With  respect  to  the  charge  of  disafiec- 
tion  affainst  the  people  of  Ireland,  I  must 
deny  it  m  Mo ;  and,  in  confirmation  of 
this  denial,  appeal  to  all  those  who  have 
ever  resided  m  Irelaifd.  I  refer  also  to 
the  period  of  1782;  to  the  friendly  inter- 
course which  has  since  subsisted,  and  still 
coolinoes,  between  the  two  countries ;  and 
to  their  connection  maintained  in  a  spirit 
of  mutual  good  offices  and  reciprocal  love. 
In  truth,  this  charge  agamst  the  allegiance 
of  Ireland  is  a  charge  against  Christianity 
itself,  and  goes  to  prove  that  the  Chris* 
tian  religion  is  a  calamity ;  that,  in  order 
to  establish  the  British  government  in  Ire- 
land, we  must  put  down  the  Christian  reli- 
gion. And  here  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer 
to  some  recorded  facto  to  shew  that  the 
penalties  of  the  law  are  not  justified  by 
disaffection ;  and  that,  in  order  to  secure 
the  allegiance  and  tranquillity  of  that 
country,  we  have  only  to  repeal  these 
penal  laws. 

In  the  year  1792  about  one  hundred 
Protestant  dissenters  in  the  noKh  of  Ire- 
land rebelled,  and  that  was  immediately 
clasignated  a  Catholic  rerolt.     Thert  was 


one  body  of  the  people  protected,  and 
another '  body  disqualified,  by  the  laws  ; 
and  the  appearance  of  discontent  was  na* 
turally  enough  referred  to  the  body  which 
was  known  to  have  most  reason  to  be  dis- 
satisfied.   This  was  your  candour  ■-  sach 
was  your  justice,  such  your  truth.    If  the 
government  keep  any  class  of  its  subjects 
in  a  state  of  imperfect  privilege,  it  most 
occasionally  find  that  class  in  a  atate  of 
imperfect  allegiance.    In  order  then  to 
take  away  all  subject  of  grievance^  we 
should  take  away  the  penal  lawv,  wiiich 
form  the  dictumof  discontent;  andwkich» 
if  repealed,  will  insure  the  allegiance  of 
the  subject,  and  establish  the  tranquillity 
of  the  people. 

Another  case  to  which  I  beg  to  refer* 
is  that  of  the  civil  war  or  rebellion,  or 
whatever  other  name  yon  please  to  give  it» 
in  the  time  of  William  the  third.  On  that 
occasion  the  Catholics  opposed  William 
in  defence  of  their  liberties  civil  and  re- 
ligious—liberties,  for  violating  which,  the 
English  people  had  mast  properly  «x« 
pelted  James  2d  from  the  throne^  Bal 
if  James  had  ofiered  to  the  English  what 
he  offered  to  the  Irish  people,  would  yon 
have  called  in  William  and  expelled  him  f 
If  he  had  proved  the  conqueror  and  pro- 
posed to  you  the  same  conditions,  which 
William  imposed  upon  the  Irish  nacton* 
would  you  have  accepted  them  at  his 
hands,  and  persevered  in  your  sobmisttoe. 
without  any  effort  to  procure  a  Tclaxation 
of  them  ?  If  the  Irish  people  submitted  at 
that  period  with  reluctance,  would  yoa 
under  wmilar  circumstances  have  sub- 
mitted with  any  other  feeling  ?  When- 
ever secto  wage  their  war  of  persecotioa 
against  each  other,  they  will  proceed  to 
the  last  extremes  of  hostility.  Theirs  is  no 
ordinary  or  generous  warfere.  When  one 
sect  takes  away,  while  in  poMesslon  ef 
power,  the  civil  and  religious  liberties  af 
another,  it  must  inevitably  happen,  that 
that  other,  when  restored  to  power,  will 
retaliate  by  a  confiscation  of  property. 
This  is  a  law  of  human  nature,  if  one 
sect  prove  intolerant,  another  will  con* 
fiscate.  We  have  incontestible  evidence 
of  this  in  what  took  place  at  the*pertod  to 
which  I  am  alluding.  An  Act  of  At- 
tainder was  passed  against  three  thousand 
persons  on  account  of  their  religion,  and  it 
was  remarkable  that  those  individuals  were 
all  men  of  ptoperty.  This  was  forfeited 
accordingly  to  the' crown,  and  parcelled 
out  to  ito  favourites.  But  what  oo  I  infer 
from  ihif )— nothing  against  the  CathoUca     ^ 
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or  against  Ihe  Protestants ;  it  was  a  war 
of  sects.  I  would  recommend  therefore 
to  parliament  to  get  rid  of  the  system  of 
porsecotion  at  once,  and  to  embrace  the 
system  of  harmony. 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  1,  ibrfeitare  was 
a  standing  branch  of  the  revenue;  the 
claims  of  the  crown  respected  no  charters ; 
it  held  secret  no  private  rights;  it  was  not 
restrained  by  common  shame  from  de* 
spoiling  the  people  of  Ireland  of  their  pro- 
perty and  esutes.-- On  that  occasion  the 
goTemmeni  wished  the  people  to  embark 
their  properties  on  the  same  security  wiCh 
the  establishments ;  the  people  gave  in 
^  their  title  deeds,  but  the  master  of  the  rolls, 
'  an  officer  of  the  government,  omitted  to 
register  them;  and  the  government  wan 
flagrant  and  wicked  enough  to  take  ad* 
▼antage  of  the  omission,  and  seize  upon 
the  property.  Even  an  impudent  subject 
had  the  aodacity  to  take  upon  himself  the 
perfidy  of  the  crown ;  and  to  declare  to 
the  people,  that  the  charters  of  Ireland 
were  not  valid,  and  that  the  king  of  Eng- 
land was  not  bound  by  any  law.  It  was  this 
perfidious  act  that  laid  the  foundation  for 
the  blood  and  massacre  which  ensued,  and 
which  were  only  the  legitimate  ofl&pring 
•f  the  unprincipled  bsseness  and  perfidy 
•f  a  tyrannical,  wicked,  and  illegal  go- 
vernment, fiat  it  has  been  asserted,  that 
after  the  accession  of  the  House  of  Han* 
over,  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  were  not 
well  afiected  to  the  government.  This  I 
most  positively  deny,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
they  should  have  l>een  considered  as  dis* 
satisfied :  they  had  been  too  much  injured 
to  be  trusted ;  and  it  was  thence  inferred 
that  they  could  not  be  well  affected  to  the 
government,  except  upon  a  principle  of 
fare  and  staical  virtue.  You  may  depend 
upon  it,  that  not  Catholic  alone  nor  Pro* 
testant  but  every  Irishman  will  be  affect- 
ed towards  that  government  according  to 
the  manner  in  which  that  country  shall 
he  governed^  and  that  no  dependance  is 
to  be  placed  upon  any  Irishman,  either 
Catholie  or  Protestant,  unless  they  are 
governed  upon  the  same  principles  as  the 
people  of  this  country.  From  this  there- 
fore, I  infer  the  necessity  of  repealing  the 
laws  for  disqualifying  the  greatest  portion 
of  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  for  keeping 
alive  such  odious  and  painful  distinctions 
.in  that  country. 

Having  said  thus  much  as  to  the  fact,  I 
must  beg  leave  to  add  a  few  words  with 
respect  to  what  has  been  and  still  is  the 
estabJiihed  principle  of  the  British  go- 
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▼ernment  in  Ireland.  That  principle^ is 
neither  more  nor  less  than  a  principle  of 
disqualification;  a  government  by  the 
law  of  conquest.  It  is  impossible  that 
any  government  can  be  conducted  long 
upon  such  a  principle  with  wisdom  in  its 
administration  or  with  safety  to  the  peo- 
ple. If  the  people  were  subject  to  an- 
other power,  or  connected  with  another 
power,  or  in  a  state  of  half  allegiance, 
such  a  priociple  of  government  might  be 
acted  upon ;  but  when  applied  to  a  popu- 
lation as  much  the  subjects  of  the  British 
government  as  the  Protestants  of  Ireland 
or  the  people  of  this  country,  the  principle 
is  wholly,  utterly,  and  absolutely  inad* 
missible.  With  respect  to  the  general 
principles  of  all  government,  I  sl^ll  as- 
sume certain  propositions  which  I  am  per- 
suaded no  hon.  gentleman  will  venture  to 
deny.  I  shall  assume  that  no  government 
has  a  right  to  make  partial  laws— that  no 
coTcrmnent  has  a  right  to  make  arbitrary 
laws,  that  is  to  say,  laws  without  reasoa 
— >that  no  government  has  a  right  to  esta- 
blish an  inquisition  into  the  thoughta  of 
men,  for  every  man  has  a  right  of  perfect 
dominion  over  his  own  thoughts — that  no 

Jpvemment  has  the  right  to  punish  a  man 
or  religion— purely  for  religion.  Mo  go- 
vernment or  legislature  can  arrogate  to 
itself  the  power  to  depose  God  Alflifghty 
by  forcing  upon  man  any  tenets  of  religion 
according  to  a  particular  creed.  I  pre- 
sume it  will  not  be  arrogated  on  the  part 
of  the  British  Legislature,  that  his  Majesty 
by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Lords  spi- 
ritual and  temporal,  Itc.  can  enact^  that 
he  will  appoint  and  constitute  a  new  r^ 
ligion  for  the  people  of  this  empire;  or» 
that  by  an  order  in  council,  tne  con- 
sciences and  creeds  of  his  subjects  may 
be  suspended  any  more  than  it  will  bie 
contended  that  any  authoriutive  or  legis- 
lative measure  can  alter  the  law  of  the 
hypothenuse.  Whatever  belongs  to  the 
authority  of  God,  or  to  the  laws  of  na* 
ture,  is  necessarily  beyond  the  province 
and  sphere  of  human  institution  and  go- 
vernment. The  Rftean  Catholic,  when 
you  disqualify  him  on  the  ground  of  hie 
religion,  may,  with  great  justice,  tell  yon 
that  vou  are  not  God,  that  he  cannot 
mould  or  fashion  his  faith  by  your  de- 
crees. Yon  may  inflict  penalties,  and  he 
may  suffer  them  in  silence;  but  if  parlia- 
ment will  assume  the  prerogative  of  Heaven 
and  enact  laws  to  impose  upon  the  people 
a  particular  religion,  the  people  will  not 
obey  such  laws.    If  you  pasaan  act  to  in- 
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po»e  ft  tax  or  regulate  a  duty,  the  people 
call  go  to  the  roll  to  learn  what  are  the 
provisions  of  the  law.  But  whenever  you 
take  upon  yourselves  to  legislate  for  God, 
though  there  may  be  truth  in  your  enact- 
ments, you  have  no  authority  to  enforce 
them,  in  such  a  case  the  people  will  not 
go  to  the  Roll  of  Parliament,  but  to  the 
Bible,  the  Testament  of  God's  will  upon 
earth,  to  ascertain  his  law  and  their  duty. 
When  once  man  goes  out  of  his  sphere, 
and  says  that  he  will  legislate  for  God,  he 
in  fact  makes  himself  God.  But  this  I  do 
not  charge  upon  the  Parliament,  because 
in  none  of  the  Penal  Acts  has  the  parlia* 
ment  imposed  a  religious  creed.  It  is  not 
to  be  traced  in  the  qualification  oath,  nor 
in  the  declaration  required. 

The  qoalifytng  oath,  as  to  the  great 
number  of  offices,  and  to  seats  in  parlia- 
ment, scrupulously  evades  religious  dis- 
tinctions— a  Dissenter  of  any  class  may 
take  it — a  Deist,  an  Atheist  may  likewise 
take  it.  The  Catholics  are  atone  excepted, 
gnd  for  what  reason?   Certainly  not  be- 
cause the  internal  character  of  the  Ca- 
tholic Religion  is  inherently  Ticioos-— not 
because  it  necessarily  incapacitates  those 
i^ho  profess  it  to  make  laws  for  their  fellow 
eitizens.     If  a  Deist  be  fit  to  sit  in  parlia- 
lnent,itcan  hardly  be  urged  that  a  Chris- 
tian is  unfit.     If  an  Atheist  be  competent 
to  legislate  for  his  country,  surely  this 
pririlege  cannot  be  denied  to  the  believer 
m  the  divinity  of  our  Saviour.     But  let 
me  ask  you,  if  you  have  forgotten  what 
fvaa  the  faith  of  your  ancestors,  or  if  you 
krt  prepared  to  assert  that  the  men  who 
fiiiade  your  liberties  are  unfit  to  make  your 
laws  ?  Or  do  you  forget  the  tempests  by 
which  the  dissenting  classes  of  the  com- 
inunity  were  at  a  fbrmer  period  agitated, 
or  in  what  manner' yon  fixed  the  rule  of 
peace  over  that  wild  scene  of  anarchy  and 
commotion  ?   If  we  attend  to  the  present 
condition  and  habits  of  these  classes,  do 
we  not  find  their  controversies  subsisting 
In  full  vigour  ?  and  can  it  be  said  that  their 
larring  sentiments  and  clashing  interests 
are  productive  of  any  disorder  in  the  state, 
or  that  the  Methodist  himself,  in  all   his 
noisy  familiarity  with  his  Maker,  is  a  dan- 
gerous or  disloyal  subject?  Upon  what 
principle  can  it  be  argued  then  that  the 
application  of  a  similar  policy  would  not 
'Conciliate  the  Catholics  and  promote  the 
-general  interest  of  the  empire?    I   can 
trace  the  continuance  of  their  incapacities 
to  nothing  else  than  a  political  combtna* 
litnE><*^  conbinatioa  that  condemiu  the 


Catholics  not  because  thry  are  tdolators 
bat  because  they  are  snspected  men.  The 
Catholic  is  excluded  not  because  his  re* 
ligion  is  considered  as  his  crime,  bat  be- 
cause it  is  looked  upon  as  the  evidence  ef 
his  disloyalty.  By  this  doctrine  the  re- 
ligion is  not  regarded  so  much  an  evil  in 
itself  as  a  perpetual  token  of  political  dis« 
affection;  of  eternal  opposition  toyoar  go* 
vernment.  In  the  spirit  of  this  liberal  in* 
terpretation  you  once  decreed  totdke  away 
their  arms,  and  on  another  occasion  or- 
dered all  Papists  to  be  removejd  from  Los- 
don.  In  the  whole  subsequent  course  of 
administration  down  to  the  present  time 
the  religion  has  continued  to  be  eiteened 
the  infallible  symptom  of  a  dispositioe  to 
oppose— of  a  propensity  to  rebel.  Known 
or  suspected  Papists  were  once  the  objects 
of  the  severest  jealousy,  and  the  bitterest 
enactments.  Some  of  the  penal  statutes 
have  been  repealed,  and  the  jealousy  has 
since  somewhat  abated,  but  the  same  sos« 
piciens,  although  in  a  less  degree,  pervade 
your  councils-^yonr  imaginations  ire  still 
infected  with  apprehensions  of  the  proBO- 
ness  of  the  Catholics  to  maintain  a  coO'* 
nection  not  with  Itie  religion  of  their  an^ 
cestors,  but  with  a  foreign  povrer.  Is  it 
known,  I  would  ask,  that  such  a  connection 
exists  now?  The  government  has  made 
a  league  with  the  King  of  the  two  Siciites 
against  France.  Has  the  religion  ofthel 
Sorereign,  who  is  a  Roman  Catbolie,  been 
considered  in  that  instance  as  evidence  of 
a  connection  with  the  enemy  of  tliis  ooim- 
try  ?  A  similar  treaty  has  k>een  recently 
entered  into  with  the  Prince  Regent  of 
Portugal,  professifig  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  and  one  million  granted  last  year, 
and  two  millions  this  session,  for  the  de- 
fence of  Portugal ;  nay  even  in  the  treaty 
with  the  Prince  Regent  of  Poriogal,  there 
is  an  article,  which  stipulates  that  we 
shall  n6t  make  peace  with  France,  unless 
Portugal  shall  be  restored  to  the  Home  of 
Bragansa;  and  has  the  Prince  of  BixH's 
religion  been  considered  evidertce  of  his 
connection  with  the  enemy  ?  In  short, 
this  country  has  now  no  ally  but  a  Catho- 
lic left.  Can  we,  then,  consider  the  Ca* 
tholic  religion  as  evidence  of  &coDrteciion 
with  the  enemy  ?  Or  can  we  employ  the 
blood  and  treasure  of  the  Irish  CtfthOlic  in 
support  of  our  Catholic  allies,  and  tay  that 
their  religion  is  in  them  an  evidence  of  con- 
nection with  an  enemy  against  whoAi  t^ey 
are  bravely  defending  these  allied  ? 

Now,  if  the  Catholic  religion  be  no  evi* 
dence  of  «ny  connection  with  the  eeeihy. 
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it  the  ProtoBtant  any  proof  of  ■ttachment 
ta  England  ?  Has  iha  goverament  by  the 
•tat^oieni  of  dangers  to  a  Gommon  religion 
aocceeded  io  detaching  America  from  all 
connection  wiih  France,  or  secared  her 
cooperation  in  a  caase  which  equally 
menaces  both  coontries  ?  Has  the  sense  of 
a  eommon  religion,  and  an  explanation  of 
the  perils  that  awaited  this  Protestant 
country,  had  any  eflfect  in  proTenting  Pro^ 
lettant  Prussia  from  siding  with  the  enemy 
against  ns?  Did  the  faith  of  Denmark 
prevent  the  attack  on  Copenhagen  ?  It  is 
admitted  on  all  sides  that  the  Catholics 
have  demonstrated  their  allegiance  in  as 
strong  a  manner  aa  the  willing  expenditure 
of  blood  and  treasore  can  evince.  And 
remember  that  the  French  go  not  near  so 
hw  in  their  defence  of  Catholicism  as  you 
in  voar  hatred  of  it  in  your  own  subjects, 
and  your  reverence  for  it  in  your  allies. 
Tliey  have  not  scrupled  to  pull  down  the 
antient  fabrics  of  superstition  in  the  coun* 
triat  subjected  to  their  arms*  U\,oa  a 
review  of  these  facts,  I  am  justified  in  as- 
aoming,  that  there  is  nothing  inherent  in 
Catholicism  to  disqualify  a  mition  for 
making  laws;  and  for. a  proof  I  appeal  to 
your  ancestorr-v^hat  there  is  nothing  in 
It  to  create  a  connection  with  the  enemy, 
and  for  that  I  appeal  to  our  allies ;  and, 
Ibonded  upon  these  two  propositions,  I 
ailall  maintain  a  third,  that  Irish  Catholics 
have  the  same  right  as  other  diosentera  to 
any  privileges  possessed  by  any  other 
body  of  subjects.  Undoubtedly  the  law 
nakes  no  difference  as  to  the  great  offices 
of  state  or  seats  in  parliament ;  but  I  most 
contend,  that  whatever  righta  any  other 
dissenters  enjoy,  the  Catholica  are  folly 
entitled  to.  Those  who  deny  this  posi- 
tion are  bound  to  shew  that  the  Catholics 
are  disafihcted,  or  in  a  state  to  incapa- 
aitate  them  for  the  legislative  functions. 

It  may  be  said,  that  to  repeal  the  penal 
laws,  would  be  to  endanger  the  religious 
establishment  in  Ireland.  I  do  not  be- 
lief e  the  church  is  in  any  danger,  but  if  it 
is,  I  am  sore  that  wo  are  in  a  wrong  way 
to  secure  it.  If  our  laws  will  battleagainst 
Providence,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the 
issue  of  the  conflict  between  the  ordinances 
of  Ood  and  the  decrees  of  man.  It  is  a 
bad  way  to  support  the  establishment  by 
disqualification,  and  the  law  of  conquest. 
To  act  upon  such  a  principle,  is  to  act 
against  the  laws  by  which  God  governs 
mankind.  But  the  laws  of  God  will 
triumph,  and  the  policy  of  man  must  fail. 
It  would  be  M  ^raitlesa  to  pray  to  iha  Al* 


mighty  to  dostroy  or  eradicate  Iht 
siona  of  mankind,  in  order  to  make  such  n 
system  practicable,  as  to  expect  by  an 
application  by  prayer  to  alter  the  lawa  of 
nature.  It.wooid  be  to  call  upon  God  to 
change  the  system  uf  Providence,  by 
which  he  roles  the  world,  in  order  to  sub* 
vert  the  principles  and  the  ends  of  his 
own  eternal  justice.  Let  us  suppose  an 
extreme  case,  but  applicable  to  the  present 
point.  Suppose  the  Thames  were  to  in- 
undate its  banks,  and  suddenly  swelling, 
enter  this  House  during  our  deliberations 
(an  ev^nt  which  I  greatly  deprecate  from 
ray  private  friendship  with  many  membera 
who  might  happe  i  to  be  present,  and  my 
sense  of  the  great  exertions  which  many 
of  them  have  made  for  the  public  in- 
terest), and  a  motion  of  adjournment  being 
made  should  be  opposed,  and  an  addresa 
to  Provid'jQce  moved,  that  it  would  be 
graciously  pleased  to  turn  back  the  over* 
flow,  and  direct  the  waters  into  another 
channel.  Thia,  it  will  be  said,  would  be 
absurd;  but  consider  whether  you  ara 
acting  upon  a  principle  of  greater  intrinsic 
wisdom,  when,  after  provoking  the  resent- 
ments, you  arm  and  martialice  the  am* 
bition  of  men,  under  the  vain  assurance, 
that  Providence  will  work  a  miracle  in  the 
constitution  of  human  nature,  and  dispose 
it  to  re-pay  injustice  with  affection,  op- 
pression with  cordial  support.  This,  is, 
in  fact,  the  true  character  of  your  expec- 
tations; nothing  less  than  that  the  Author 
of  the  Universe  should  subvert  his  laws, 
to  ratify  your  statutes,  and  disturb  the 
settled  course  of  natoro'— to  confirm  the 
weak,  the  wicked  expedienu  of  man. 

What  says  the  decalogue  ^  Honour  thy 
father.  What  says  the  penal  law  ?  Taku 
away  his  estate.  Again  says  the  decalogue. 
Do  not  ateal.  The  law,  on  the  contrary, 
proclaims,  you  may  rob  a  Catholic.  In 
truth,  the  great  error  of  all  your  policy  to* 
wards  the  Catholics  is,  that  it  presupposes, 
that  the  original  rights  c»f  our  nature  may 
be  vif>lated  with  impunity,  in  imagining 
that  a  transgression  of  natural  law  can  be 
punished  only  hereafter.  But  there  is  an 
immediate  aa  well  as  a  future  retribotiont 
and  a  remedy  provided  by  natorml  causea 
for  this  obstruction  of  natural  justice.  The 
early  efiect  of  the  promulgation  of  the 
penal  code  in  Ireland,  vras  to  cenfoonci 
tyrant  and  riave,  Protestant  and  Catholic, 
in  one  common  mass  of  misery  and  in* 
significance.  A  new  law  a^inst  English 
Catholics  was  made  in  the  reign  of  George 
%  and  mark  the  mukl  When  a  mlU& 
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foroe  of  6^000  was  wanted,  it  coald  not 
b«  raised.  The  dakc  of  Camberland,  son 
of  George  the  2iid«  would  not  allow  a 
man  to  be  recraited  in  Ireland^  except 
perhaps,  a  weaver  from  the  north  coaid 
be  procured.  And  what  was  the  conse* 
qoencc  ?  We  met  our  own  laws  at  Fon- 
tenoy.  The  Tictorious  troops  of  England 
were  stopped  in  their  career  of  triumph 
by  that  Irish  brigade  which  the  folly  of 
the  penal  laws  bad  shut  out  from  the 
ranks  of  the  British  army. 

A  little  attention  will  be  enough  to  shew 
us  that  in  the  same  proportion  as  we  have 
conceded  to  the  Catholics  we  have  grown 
etrong  and  powerful  by  our  indulgence, 
and  that  we  have  been  the  blind  instru« 
ments  of  our  own  misfortunes,  and  of  in- 
flicting judgment  on  ourselves  by  refus- 
ing justice  to  our  fellow  subjects.  If  it  be 
contended  that  to  support  the  Church  it 
is  expedient  to  continue  these  disabilities, 
I  dissent  from  that  opinion.  If  that  could 
indeed  be  proved,  ]  should  say  that  you 
had  acted  in  defiance  of  all  the  principles 
of  human  justice  and  freedom,  in  having 
taken  away  their  church  from  the  Irish,  in 
order  to  establish  your  own,  and  in  after- 
wards attempting  to  secure  that  establish- 
ment by  disqualifying  the  people,  and 
compelling  them  at  the  same  time  to  pay 
for  its  support.  This  is  to  fly  directly  in 
the  face  of  the  plainest  canons  of  the  Al- 
mighty.  For  the  benefit  of  eleven  hun- 
dred beneficed  Protestant  clergymen,  to 
disqualify  four  or  five  millions,  is  the  in- 
solent effort  of  bigotry,  not  the  benifi;nant 
precept  of  Christianity :  and  all  this  not 
for  the  preservation  of  their  property,  for 
that  was  secured ;  but  for  bigotry,  for  in- 
tolerance, for  avarice,  for  a  vile,  abomin- 
able«  illegitimate,  and  atrocious  usurpa- 
tion. The  laws  of  God  cry  out  against  it, 
the  spirit  of  Christianity  cries  out  against 
it,  the  laws  of  England  and  the  spirit  and 
principles  of  its  constitution  cry  out  against 
such  a  system.  It  may  no  doubt  be  said, 
that,  if  the  Catholics  were  to  be  admitted 
to  their  rights,  it  would  lead  to  the  over- 
throw of  the  existing  establishments.  But 
the  Catholics  were  not  to  be  punished  for 
crimes  existing  only  in  imagination.  The 
Catholics  had  sworn  to  preserve  the  esta- 
blishments, and  the  oaths  of  the  Catho- 
lics were  better  than  the  imagination  of 
the  Protestants.  If  the  question  were, 
whether  the  Church  was  to  be  established 
by  the  ruin  of  the  civil  liberties  of  the 
people  of  Ireland,  I  say  that  you  have  no 
fight  to  make  the  attempt;  you  will  fail 


in  the  execution,  and  the  e£fbrt  would  en- 
danger rather  than  support  the  establish* 
ment.  The  Church  establishment  was 
not  intended  for  the  Kin^,  because  the 
people  were  not  to  be  of  his  religion,  but 
he  was  to  be  of  the  religion  of  the  people. 
It  was  not  for  the  court,  or  for  fashionable 
persons  exclusively,  but  for  the  people. 
It  was  upon  this  conviction  that  the  kirk 
had  been  established  in  Scotland.  If  you 
were  to  attempt  to  introduce  a  church  es- 
tablishment upon  any  other  ground,  ypa 
could  not  possibly  succeed;  you  coi^d 
not  call  it  Christianity:  it  would  be  a 
church  of  ambition,  of  avarice,  of  bigotry^ 
and  intolerance;  a  church  baptised  ia 
the  iniquities  of  mankind,  and  wickedly 
apostatising  from  God ;  a  church  bearing 
the  vices  and  the  policy  of  man  in  one 
hand,  and  the  people  and  God  in  the 
other. 

In  a  political   sense,    the    Irish  bold 
every  thing  by  the  same  tenure  as  their 
fellow-subject  in  England;  the  landlord 
and  tenant  claim  equally  by  virtue  of  Act 
of  Settlement.    If  the  government  of  Eng« 
land  chose  to  say  that  the  church  of  ire* 
land  is  not  to  be  secured  by  law— by  the 
allegiance  of  the  people«-*by  the  coin- 
cidence between  the  people  and  their  li« 
berties,  but  by  the  title  of  right  and  claim 
of  conquest— If  they  so  chose  to  blas- 
pheme their  title,  they  must  then  come 
to  this — they  most  pause  to  consider  be- 
tween the  laws  of  God  and  the  policy  oC 
man;  they  must  put  their  own  wisdom 
into  one  scale,  and  in  the  other,  to  be 
weighed  against  it,  place  the  Almighty ! 
For  the   reasons  which   I   have   stated, 
therefore,  and  upon  all  these  various  con<» 
siderations,  I  submit  it  to  the  good  sense 
and  justice  of  the  House,  that  such  re- 
maining penalties  and  incapacities,  as  at* 
tach  upon  the  Catholics,  shall  be  removed^ 
that  we  may  unite  them  with  ourselves  in 
a  common  feeling  in  a  common  cause* 
I  freely  admit  that  if  there  should  recur 
a  period  when  a  French  pope  might  oc- 
cupy the  pontifical  chair,  it  would  be-  ne- 
cessary to  guard  against  the  exercise,  of 
his  influence  in  the  nomination  of  bishops. 
This,  however,  is  an  additional  reason,  I 
conceive,  to  induce  the  House  to  go  into 
a  Committee,    in  which  this  particular 
branch  of  the  constitution  may  be  fairly 
discussed.     I  shall  ever  be  as  earnest  as 
any  man  in  my  wishes  and  exertions  to 
prevent  the  chaos  and  horrors  of  foreign 
invasion,  or  foreign  domination.    It  has 
been  asserted,    that  wh^  the  Catbolicr 
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claim  is  of  little  Tatue.  This  is  a  poor 
argument  against  acceding  to  it.  If  one 
person  robbed  another,  would  it  be  any 
oefence  of  his  honesty  to  urge  that  what 
he  had  stolen  was  of  little  value  to  the 
owner  ?  I  know  there  were  some,  who  are 
for  enterhig  into  certain  stipulations  with 
the  Catholics — this  is  foolish.  You  can 
never  gain  any  thing  with  a  people  by 
conditions  :  it  is  the  silliest  thing  on  earth 
to  think  of  conciliating  men  by  merchan- 
dizing their  claims.  Many  there  are,  too, 
I  know,  who  imagine  that  the  Irish  Ca- 
tholic is  indifferent  as  to  the  fate  of  these 
demands.  That  is,  however,  not  the 
question— •you  have  no  right  to  ask  them 
whether  they  desire,  but  ask  yourselves 
whether  it  is  justice  to  grant.  If  you 
really  think  them  so  careless  on  the  sub- 
ject, all  you  have  established  by  the  argu- 
ment is  this,  "  We,  by  our  bad  govern- 
ment, have  so  debilitated  you,  so  broken 
your  hearts  and  debased  your  spirits,  that 
even  liberty  has  become  of  no  account 
•mongst  you  \"  Will  this  be  a  matter  of 
boast  to  "England  ?  But  liberty  is  not  to 
be  made  the  creature  of  circumstance  or 
condition.  England  ought  to  know  this. 
What  made  ber,  what  inspired,  what  rais- 
ed her  to  such  eminence  in  the  world  as 
that  on  which  she  now  stands,  but  this  in- 
herent spirit  of  liberty  ?  This  spirit,  which 
aunrly  she  was  never  so  reduced  as  not  to 
Ihink  worth  contesting  for.  Did  Mr. 
Hampden  think  so  ?  Was  be  so  senseless  ? 
Did  he  not  think  that  a  naked  free  man 
vraa  a  nobler  object  than  a  superb  slave  ? 

But  there  are  others  who  say  that  the 
Irish  people  are  too  poor,  too  ignorant, 
«nd  too  senseless  to  wish  for  any  removal 
•f  their  disqualifications.  By  the  return 
made  to  government,  it  appears  that  the 
•zpenditure  of  that  country,  which  was 
but  lately  not  more  than  one  million,  has 
been  7,  •»  and  10  milliont.  To  say  that  a 
country  which  expends  lO  millions  is 
too  poor  for  liberty,  is  false  and  preposter- 
ous. Before  the  Union,  the  expenditure 
of  Ireland  was  1,600,000/.  and  her  debt 
S  millions — she  had  then  a  free  trade  and 
•  firee  constitution.  Since  that  she  has 
goat  on  increasing  in  debt  and  expendi- 
turej  she  has  contributed  to  England,  ex- 
clusive of  her  cattle,  her  provisions,  her 
nen,  above  95  millions  of  money.  She 
is  the  hundred-handed  giant,  and  holding 
out  to  yon  in  every  hand  a  benefit. 
When  yon  say 'to  her  that  she  is  too  poor 
for  hberty,  you  talk  in  language  unknown 
10  England— you  do  not  speak  the  dialect 
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of  the  people.  Depend  upon  it  when  yon 
address  Ireland  in  this  Jacobite  phrase, 
you  will  not  argue  her  out  of  her  wish  for  li- 
berty, but  you  will  argue  England  out  of  her 
respect  for  her  freedom.  When  you  once 
sully  your  lips  with  this  meanness,  base- 
ness, and  servitude,  you  will  not  convey 
the  poison  to  her,  but  you  will  cast  a  taint 
upon  your  own  land  and  your  own  consti- 
tution. You  need  not  gloss  over  your 
injustice  by  the  idea,  that  what  you  refuso 
is  trifling.  The  Catholics  have  wisely 
refrained  from  stating  their  grie|ances  in 
this  petition.  But  what  they  are  excluded 
from  is  not  a  bauble«-they  are  exchided 
from  seats  in  this  House — from  ofiices  in 
the  bank— from  the  situation  of  sheriff— 
from  the  best  places  at  the  bar — from  tba 
highest  stations  in  the  army — from  any 
participation  in  the  state^tbey  are  de- 
prived of  their  civil  liberties— they  are 
galled  by  tythes  — they  are  oppressed 
by  their  landlords :  and  what  remedy  do 
you  offer  them  ?  Nothing !  You  do  worse; 
you  set  up  one  set  of  men  in  &vour  of  the 
minister,  and  another,  which  are  not  so 
favoured,  you  allow  the  servant  of  the 
crown  to  abuse.  If  once  you  do  this,  if 
once  vou  allow  the  officer  of  the  crown  to 
use  ill-manners  to  the  people,  from  that 
moment  the  people  are  not  free,  they  are 
oppressed. 

It  has  been  said,  that  the  coronation 
oath  militates  against  the  claims  of  th^ 
Catholic,  and  so  operates  as  a  check  upon 
parliament.  This  supposes  the  oath  im- 
mutable as  to  the  magistrate,  but  change* 
able  as  to  the  people ;  immutable  against 
alleviating,  but  changeable  in  the  work  of 
grinding  and  oppression.  But  let  the 
House  see  to  what  this  construction  of  the 
coronation  oath  will  lead.  Before  the 
Union  it  had  no  effect  in  Ireland ;  it  came 
in  force  there  after  the  disqualifying  law. 
Thus,  then,  the  Union  incapacitates  the 
first  magistrate  from  doing  the  people  jus- 
tice, and  can  be  termed  nothing  else  than 
a  most  monstrous  innovation.  But  to  raako 
religion  thus  a  disqualification,  is  to  de- 
clare a  doubt  of  its  authenticity.  The 
moment  a  government  finds  it  necessary 
to  support  religion  by  oppression,  that  mo- 
ment it  declares  it  a  fals6  religion,  a  creed 
not  supported  by  divine  force,  but  neces- 
sary to  be  bolstered  up  by  persecution ;  it 
makes  it  a  proclamation  of  disbelief,  a 
state  trick,  aided  by  the  King,  with  an 
abominable  combination  of  pains  and  pe* 
nalties. 

It  hu  beea  said«  that  the  disqualifying 
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oath  is  ,H  fTiMfl'imentai  law  of  the*  land. 
There  are.  t  ^-.l!  aU^iw,  laws  which  are 
fundarnentat ;  liberty  is  one  of  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  our  nature;  and  the 
Itirs  which  support  these  fundamental 
principles  must  be  fundamental  laws. 
The  Declaration  of  Rights,  for  example,  is 
a  fundamental  law ;  but  the  laws  which 
deprive  the  Catholics  of  their  liberty  are 
not  fundamental.  In  this  way  you  would 
have  two  sorts  of  fundamental  laws  ;  you 
would  have  the  laws  which  support  and 
mainttin  you  in  the  possession  of  your 
own  privileges,  and  the  laws  which 
consign  the  privileges  of  the  Catholics 
to  damnfttiMi;  as  if  the  liberties  of 
10,000,000  of  men  could  only  be  secured 
by  making  4,000,000  the  enemy  of 
that  10,000,000.  We  must  always  re- 
memembA  that,  to  endear  a  conslitu- 
titution  to  a  people,  it  must  not  be 
unjust  towards  them;  and  that  if  a  peo- 
ple are  interested  in  a  constitution,  the 
more  likely  is  that  constitution  to  be 
lastitig.  What  are  the  terms  of  this  oath  ? 
It  declares  that  mass  is  to  be  held  in  ab- 
horrence, and  that  it  is  an  idolatry ;  that 
is  to  say,  that  all  those  Catholic  nations 
who  have  been  your  allies  are  idolaters ; 
•—that  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal, 
wtiom  you  are  bound  to  establish  on  bis 
throne,  is  an  idolator :— the  emperor  of 
Austria  is  an  i^lator; — the  king  of  the 
two  Sicilies  is  an  idolator ;— that  the  peo- 
ple of  Portugal,  to  whom  you  formerly 
voted  one  million,  and  lately  two  mil- 
lions, are  idolaters; — that  the  Spaniards, 
your  own  fellow  subjects  of  Canada,  and 
foor-fiftfos  of  your  fellow  subjects  of  Ire- 
land, are  all  idolaters.  Thus  the  qalifica- 
tion  of  an  English  gentleman  to  serve  in 

f parliament  is  a  libel  on  his  allies,  and  a 
ibel  on  his  fellow  subjects.  It  is  not 
easy  indeed  in  all  cases  to  draw  the  line 
of  distinction,  and  say  what  laws  are  not 
frmdamental,  and  what  laws  are;  but  here 
there  is  no  occasion ;  for  here  are  laws 
which  you  yourselves  h^ve  declared  not 
to  be  >  fundamental,  but  to  be  provisory- 
In  the  Union  with  Scotland,  you  expressly 
say  that  this  is  subject  to  the  discretion  of 
parliament,  you  say,  "  untill  the  parlia- 
ment of  the  United  Kingdom  shall  other* 
wise  provide.''  Such  is  the  language  on 
this  subject,  in  the  22d  section  of  the 
Scotch  Union,  and  the  14th  of  the  Irish 
Union.  These  laws,  therefore,  are  only 
provisory*  and  not  fundamental ;  you  have 
oeqlarecl  it  repeatedly ;  and  you  have 
ihus    abandoned    the     great   argument 
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against  the  admissibility  of  the  Catholics. 
By   the  Union,  the  declaration  of  right 
did  not  exclude  for  ever  the  Catholics ; 
that  declaration   which  signifies  this 
sybject  to  a  future  provision.     Who 
the  parties  to  these  Unions? — ^The  King 
and  the  parliaments.     What  now  becomes 
of  the  King's  coronation  oath?  When  I 
bring  up  to  your  table,  then,  a  Petition, 
loaded  with  the  multitude  of  signatures 
which  this  on  your  table  contains,  let  it 
not  be  said  that  the  declaration  is  against 
them,  which   the  parliament  of  England 
and  the  parliament  of  Scotland,  which  the 
parliament  of  Britain  and  the  parliament 
of  Ireland  have  declared  to  be  no  part  of 
the  fundamental  laws  of  the  land.    Why 
was  this  clause  introduced  into  the  Irish 
Union  f    It  was  introduced  for  the  sake  of 
facilitating  the  Union ;   it  held  out  to  the^ 
Catholics  a  possibility  of  the  removal  of 
their  disabilities  in  the  strongest  terms; 
and  it  made  the  King  a  witness  that  no- 
thing stood  in  the  way  of  that  removal, 
that  it  was  a  subject  free  to  be  debated, 
that  there  was  no  coronation  oath  against 
it,  nor  any  fundamental  law  of  the  land. 
I  appeal  to  the  candour  of  the  House,  if 
this  is  not  a  fair  construction  of  the  mean* 
ing  of  this  clause.     I  appeal  to  the  com* 
mon  sense  and  integrity  of  the  nation.     I 
appeal  to  that  old  £nglish  honour  which 
has,  as  it  were»  dove-tailed  itself  into  your 
constitution.     I  propose  to  you  a  measure 
which  will  give  you  safety,   and  make 
your  enemies  weak.    Will  you  not  adopt 
It  ?  What  would  you  say  to  a  reeiment* 
which  in  the  hour  of  danger  would  refuse 
to  march  with  another,  because  it  happen- 
ed to  be  a  Catholic  regiment  ?  You  are 
exactly  in  the  same  situation.  The  govern- 
ment  may  tell  you,  you  can  wait.  Yes,  God 
Almighty  may  wait,  but  will  the  enemy 
wait?  I  now  tell  you,  unless  you  tolerate 
each  other,  you  must  tolerate  a  conqueror. 
You  will  be'enslaved  and  plundered,  lor 
confiscation  will  surely  follow  in  the  train 
of  conquest.     Thus,  your  property  will 
go  to  other  hands,  and  you  will  be   « 
ruined  nation — ruined  by  your  own  felly. 
I  know  you  are  a  very  grave,  a  very,  very 
wise  people ;   but  here  on  this  one  pointy 
the  very  point  of  your  vitality,  you  are 
stupid ;    stripped    by   bigotry  of  every 
sense,  and  you  must   certainly   at  ODe 
stroke  be  crushed.    I  have  often  widied 
that  some  guardian  angel  would  descend^ 
and  raise  those  sectaries  from  the  plane  or 
this  world,  above  the  little  Babel  of  their 
own  dissentionsj  and  shew  them  th0  ••1^ 
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mities  which  were  approaching;  shew 
them  ruin  visible ;  shew  them  France,  or 
rather  hostile  Europe,  arrayed  against 
them;  and  then  say,  "  If  you  join*  you 
may  live;  but  divided^  the  destruction 
roast  be  universal.'' 

Amidst  all  this  discussion  and  dispute 
about  tests,  there  is  one  test  Svhich  has 
missed  the  wisdom  of  the  wise,  which  the 
politician  has  not  discovered,  and  which 
the  divine  in  his  heavenly  folly  has  also 
overlooked,  but  which  has  been  discovered 
by  the  common  man,  and  that  is,  that  you 
must  allow  every  man  to  follow  his  own 
religion^  without  restriction  and  without 
limitation.  Catholicism  and  allegiance 
are  compatible  with  one  another.  The 
Catholics  constitute  a  great  proportion  of 
your  armies— a  great  proportion  of  your 
marine  force  are  Cathorics«->you  continue 
to  recruit  your  forces  with  Catholics.  A 
statement  has  been  furnished  of  the  pro- 
portion between  the  Protestant  and  Catho- 
lic part  of  the  forces  quartered  in  the  Isle 
of  Wight  and  of  the  crews  of  several  ships 
at  Portsmouth,  and  the  Catholics  were  by 
far  the  greatest  proportion.  I  do  not  say 
that  the  number  of  each  persuasipn  amount 
to  exactly  what  has  been  there  stated ; 
but  I  say  that  in  a  view  of  our  maritime 
and  land  forces,  the  number  of  Irish  Ca* 
tholics  are  such  as  to  be  enough  to  turn 
the  scale  of  empire.  They  have  enabled 
you  to  vanquish  those  French,  for  a  sup- 
posed attachment  to  whom  you  disqualify 
the  Irish  Catholics.  The  Russian,  the 
Austrian,  and  the  Prussian  armies  fled  be- 
fore the  armies  of  France.  Neither  the 
insensibility  of  the  Russian  soldier,  nor  the 
skilful  evolutions  of  th^Prussian,  availed 
them  in  the  day  of  baUle;  they  all  fled 
before  the  French  armies ;  so  that  with 
her  collected  force  she  gave  a  final  stroke 
to  the  liberties  of  Europe.  Whatever  re- 
mained of  the  glory  of  Europe  fell  at  the 
feet  of  France.  In  the  last  contest  with 
Austria,  feats  of  courage  were  displayed 
by  the  Austrians  such  as  could  be  equalled 
by  nothing  but  the  courage  that  con- 
quered them,  and  yet  the  armies  of  Aus- 
tria were  in  a  short  time  shattered  by  the 
armies  of  France.  And  if  in  another  part 
of  the  Continent  you  have  been  enabled  to 
oppose  that  nation  with  more  success,  to 
whom  was  that  success  principally  to  be 
ascribed  ?  It  was  to  the  Scotch  Presbyte- 
rian, a  steady  and  gallant  soldier ;  it  was 
to  the  Irish  Catholic,  whom  you  have  in- 
capacitated from  honours  and  rank,  and 
who,  while  he  waa  exposing  to   every 
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breeze  his  garments  bathed  in  the  blood  of 
France,  waj  also  carrying  about  him  the 
marks  of  your  disqualification.  One  regi- 
ment, which  had  lately  distinguished  itself 
in  a  remarkable  manner,  was  raised  m 
Dublin  almost  entirely  of  Catholics.  Had 
the  gallant  officer  who  raised  these 
men,  raised  soldiers  on  the  principle  on 
which  we  admit  members  of  Parlia- 
ment—had he  insisted  on  their  renouncing 
the  Eucharist,  and  declaring  their  abhor- 
rence of  the  Mass,  France  would  havo 
had  one  eagle  the  more,  and  you  wouM 
have  had  one  regiment  the  less;  but  thai 
gallant  man,  far  above  the  folly  of  theology  » 
did  not  stop  for  the  sanction  of  either 
priest  or  parson,  but  told  the  soldier  \M 
draw  his  sword  for  his  country. 

The  question  is,  therefore,  whether 
Irish  Catholics  are  not  as  capable  of  alle« 
giance  as  the  Protestants  are,  of  which 
one  should  think  there  could  hardly  re- 
main a  doubt.  And  if  I  can  collect  at 
present  a  general  sense  in  favour  of  the 
claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  I  shall  bo 
of  opinion  that  the  country  may  look  tQ 
the  issue  of  the  present  contest  without  dis* 
may,  and  that  she  has  such  a  security 
within  herself,  (hat  she  may  behold  the 
ntmost  efforts  of  the  enemy  with  tranquil- 
lity. I  move  you  therefore.  Sir,  That  this 
petition  be  referred  to  a  Cocimittee  of  the 
whole  House. 

Sir  «/.  C.  HippUUy  rose,  he  said,  thuH 
early,  under  very  disadvantageous  circtim* 
stances,  both  as  followrag  the  eloquenl 
and  impressive  speech  of  the  right  hon« 
mover  of  the  question,  and  as  preceding 
a  right  hon.  civilian  (Dr.  Duigenan) 
whem  he  saw  prepared,  with  ponderoua 
documents,  to  speak  to  the  question,  and 
whom  he  should  have  been  better  pleased 
to  have  fullowi^d,  in  the  view  of  resisting  hi« 
arguments.  He  felt  it,  nevertheless,  hia 
duty  to  offer  himself  thua  early  in  the 
debate,  as  he  was  expressly  charged  witl^ 
the  interests  of  a  most  respectable  body 
of  English  Catholics,  who,  it  would  be  re- 
collected, had  petitioned  the  House  in  the 
course  of  the  last  session  of  parliament^ 
but  had  not  renewed  their  petition  in  the 
present  session. — That  petition  bad  been 
signed  by  eight  of  the  ancient  peers  of 
the  realm,  by  thirteen  baronets,  asid  by 
upwards  of  eight  thousand  gentlemen  and 
others,  of  most  ancientand  respectable  fami* 
lies  and  q{  approved  loyalty,  including  five 
Roman  Catholic  prelates,  and  nearly  300 
of  their  clergy.— In  the  apprehension  thai 
some  allusion  might  be  made  to  that  pc« 
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raost  necessarily  have  considerable  in- 
fluence upon  the  minds  of  many  well  dis- 
posed persons,  can  scarcely  be  doubted : 
nor  can  we  fail  to  recollect  that  those  ad- 
verse opinions  are  of  the  earliest  growth, 
and  with  difficulty  eradicated. 

Sir  J.  H.  observed,  that  his  object  in 
thus  referring  to  the  hostile  opinions  of 
individuals  of  the  highest  order  of  the 
clergy,  which  had  been  so  solemnly  urged, 
both  in  diocesan  charges,  and  from  the 
pulpit — (and  one  of  them,  and  indeed  the 
most  unqualified  in  deprecating  the  pre- 
sumed imminent  dangers  which  threat- 
ened the  state  from  the  admission  of  Ca- 
tholics to  civil  or  military  stations,  had 
been  delivered  before  the  provincial  synod 
of  Canterbury,  and  published,  juxfu  reve- 
rendtmmij,  was  in  support  of  his  own  opi- 
nion, that  his  right  hon.  friend  could  not 
look  forward  with  any  confidence,  to  a 
successful  issue  of  his  motion  at  the  pre- 
cent  hour.  If  it  be  contended  that  the 
Catholic  population  constitutes  a  fourth  or 
fifth  par tof  the  United  Kingdom,  the  con- 
cession obviously  goes  to  the  admission 
that  three-fourths  or  four-fifths  of  its  popu- 
lation are  not  professing  the  Catholic  com- 
munion, and  the  far  greater  part  of  that 
freat  majority  niost  probably  influenced 
y  the  honest  prejudices  of  early  educa- 
tion, and  not  a  little  confirmed  by  the  zea- 
lous and  unquestionably  well-intentioned 
efforts 49f  the  great  mass  of  their  spiritual 
guides,  acting  under  a  similar  influence. 
It  wa^  from  a  persuasion  of  this  truth, 
sir  J.  H.  said,  that  be  should  have  been 
disposed  to  have  taken  a  wider  course,  if 
he  had  been  the  mover  of  the  question. 
He  was  well  aware  that  the  standing  order 
of  the  House  required  that  any  motion 
connected  with  religion,  must  be  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  but 
he  should  have  stated  that  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  originate  any  immediate  Bill 
in  consequence  of  this  preliminary  motion 
being  conceded,  but  that  he  should  have 
proposed  going  into  a  Committee  of  the 
House  merely  pro  formd,  in  order  to  move 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Commit- 
tee, in  the  usual  forms,  with  power  to 
tend  for  persons,  papers  and  records,  and 
to  report  such  facts  as  might  constitute  the 
ground  work  of  fiirther  proceedings. 

Upon  such  a  Committee  he  would  wish 
to  see  appointed  the  King's  law  officers, 
civilians,  and  common  lawyers  of  emi- 
nence, as  well  as  other  members  of  the 
House^  who  should  be  deemed  most  com- 
petent to  eater  upon  the  examination  of 


that  description  of  evidence  which  might 
be  usefully  produced.  And  also  in  ano- 
ther place,  he  should  hope  to  see  a  similac 
Committee  constituted,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  prelates  of  the  •  establishment,  who 
necessarily  ought  to  take  a  material  part 
in  such  an  investigation. 

He  should  have  moved  as  an  instruction 
to  such  a  Committee,  tbat  they  should 
examine  and  report  the  state  of  the  exist- 
ing statutes  as  bearing  on  the  Roman  Cft* 
tholics  of  the  United   Kingdom :    those 
framed  in  the  days  of  our  Catholic  an- 
cestors, which  are  still  to  be  ranked  among 
the  most  salutary,  and  wisely  framed,  as 
applying  checks    to    foreign    encroach* 
ment:  and    those  subsequent  to  the  Re- 
formation, of  which  that  of  the    iSth  of 
£iiz.  cap.  2,  is  the  most  prominent,  offer- 
ing, as  he  had  more  tl^an  once  observed 
in  the  House,  a  formidable  barrier  against 
encroachment,  but  of  impracticable  appli- 
cation from  its  unqualified  and  sanguinary 
tendency,  and  indeed  wholly  inconsistent 
with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Act  of  the 
31st  of  his  present  Majesty,  inasmuch  as 
recoui;se  to  the  see  of  Rome  is,  in  certain 
cases,  indispensably  essential  to  the  prac* 
ticeof  the  Roman  Catholic  religion. 

In  a  select  Committee  the  numefooa 
recorded  declarations  of  Roman  Catholics^ 
clergy  and  others,  avowing  the  integrity 
of  their  civil  principles,  might  be  satisfac- 
torily examined  with  a'  reference  to  those' 
canons  of  general  and  provincial  councils, 
which  have  been  so  often  adverted  to,  and 
so  differently  construed  ;  and  it  is  impos- 
sible to  discuss  this  question  adequately, 
much  less  to  legislate  upon  it,  without  such 
a  reference.  Those  declarations  of  princi- 
ples have  been  made  and  presented  to  go* 
vernment,  by  the  Catholics  of  Great  Bri* 
tain  and  Ireland,  at  various  periods  >om 
the  date  of  the  Reformation  to  the  pre* 
sent  day.  Catholics  contend,  that  their 
demeanour,  as  Catholics,  have  bean  uni- 
formly consistent  with  those  declarations, 
but  they  protest  against  the  inferences 
drawn  from  the  mistaken  conduct  of  indi- 
viduals who  may  have  been  perverted  from 
their  duty  and  allegiance. 

The  better  to  substantiate  the  conclu- 
sions to  be  drawn  from  such  documents, 
the  evidence  of  prelates  and  other  clergy 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  communion,— of 
those  immediately  exercising  the  functions 
of  vicars  apostolic  within  the  realm,  as 
well  as  of  other  eminent  prelates  of  differ- 
ent Catholic  states,  «t  present  residing  in 
this  country,  might  be  easily  resorted  tO|— 
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and  this  seenu  to  be  the  more  expedient^ 
at  the  present  moment,  when  the  last 
petition  to  parliament  of  the  English  Ro- 
man Catholics,  founded  on  a  solemn  reso- 
lution of  a  meeting  of  the  principal  Ro* 
man  Catholic  nobility,  gentry,  clergy  and 
others,  including  five  English  prelates,  de> 
claratory  of  their  assent  to  '*  any  arrange- 
<'  ment  founded  on  the  basis  of  mutual  sa- 
^'tisfaction  and  security,''  has  been  dis- 
sented from  by  one  of  the  English  Roman 
Catholic  prelates,  and  that  dissent  and  op- 
position been  qualified  by  a  synod  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  prelates  of  Ireland,  with  the 
terms  of  "  Apostolical  firmness,''  and  "  a 
"  faithful  discharge  of  duty."  And  further, 
as  the  same  dissenting  prelate  has  averred, 
that  those  prelates  who  actually  signed 
this  resolution,  so  reprobated  by  himself 
and  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  of  Ire- 
land, have  actually  abandoned  their  own 
opinions,  thus  solemnly  attested,  and  that 
there  is  now  an  uniformity  of  sentiment 
existing  among  the  whole  body  of  Roman 
Catholic  clergy,  on  this  head,  opposed  to 
their  previous  declaration.  If  this  asser- 
tion be  true,  unquestionably  but  little  re- 
liance ought  to  be  placed  on  such  declara- 
tions,-^it  is  fair,  however,  to  state  that  this 
change  of  opinion  is  not  admitted  by  the 
subscribing  Roman  Catholic  prelates  of 
England,  who  all  deprecate  the  injurious 
tendency  of  such  assertions,  both  as  re- 
specting themselves  and  the  public. 

The  memorable  transaction  of  the  ques- 
tions pot  to  six  universities  on  the  conti- 
nent, at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Pitt  in  1788, 
with  their  answers,  pointedly  recognising 
the  integrity  of  the  social,  civil,  and  poli- 
tical principles  of  Catholics,  in  relation  to 
a  Protestant  state,  would  also  become  a 
most  important  subject  of  enquiry,  as 
respecting  the  authority  by  which  they 
are  substantiated ;— -but  in  reference  to  the 
particulars  of  this  transaction  sir  J.H.  said, 
he  would  speak  further  before  he  sat  down. 
Questions  of  the  same  nature  had  been 
submitted  to  the  universities  on  the  con- 
tinent, at  different  periods,  since  the  Re- 
formation; their  answers  were  found  to  be 
uniform  as  to  the  subject  of  civil  and  poli- 
tical duties,  and  they  would  form  a  useful 
and  satisfactory  head  of  enquiry. 

In  such  a  Committee— the  important 
and  essential  distinction  between  canons  of 
faith,  and  regulations  of  discipline,  might 
also  be  satisfactorily  discussed; — practi- 
cally constituting  as  it  does  the  key-stone 
of  the  arch  which  supports  the  integrity 
of  Catholic  allegiance  in  a  Protestant 
state. 
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Sir  J.  H.  then  went  into  considerable 
details  of  observation  on  the  obligatory 
operation  of  such'  canons,  and  their  sup* 
posed  influence  on  the  civil  constitution  of 
a  state;  he  could  well  anticipate  much 
that  would  fall  from  the  right  hon.  ciyilian, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House,  on  this 
head  of  general  councils  and  papal  re* 
scripts,  especially  in  reference  4o  his  fa* 
vourite  theme  of  the  fourth  Lateran  Coun- 
cil. But  again  be  must  observe  that  de* 
crees  of  discipline  are  of  a  temporary  na- 
tore,  and  generally  to  be  received  or  re- 
jected, at  the  discretion  of  a  national 
clergy,  and  that  neither  the  dispensing 
doctrme,  as  to  oaths  of  allegiance,  nor  the 
deposing  doctrine,  which  naturally  springs 
out  of  it,  were  ever  declared  by  any  ge* 
neral  council,  as  a  canon  or  decree  of  faith : 
but  the  contrary  has  been  maintained 
by  cecumenical  council8,-»by  provincial 
synods,— by  the  faculties  of  theology  in 
the  universities  of  the  continent^— and  by 
the  rescripts  of  Popes.— That  some  indivi- 
dual pontiff,  from  the  time  of  Gregory 
7,  to  Pius  5,  have  been  prone  to  sbssert  such 
a  power,  is  also  a4mitted,— but  Kuch  opi- 
nions have  no  pretension  to  infallibility  in 
the  estimation  of  Catholics,  nor  can  it  be 
proved,  that  in  any  state,  such  a  proposi- 
tion was  ever,  for  a  moment,  seriously  en- 
tertained by  any  Catholic  body.  The 
contrary,  indeed,  was  sufficiently  proved 
by  the  history  of  our  own  country,  when 
Catholic,  and  since  the  reformation, — and 
by  the  history  of  every  other  state  in  £o- 
rope.-i-It  was  not  material  therefore,  to 
shew  that  the  objectionable  canon  of  the 
fourth  Lateran  Council  was  of  spurious 
origin,  which  some  of  the  most  accredited 
Catholic  writers  of  the  last  century  ad« 
mitted,  and  which  has  since  been  main- 
tained by  the  Catholic  Bishop  Hay,  Father 
O'Leary,  and  others  of  the  present  day  ; 
at  any  rate  it  was  an  antiquated  transac- 
tion of  the  twelfth  century,  and  applica- 
ble to  no  existing  state  or  condition  of  the 
present  age.—"  We  are  in  a  new  world," 
(as  it  was  observed  by  the  latter  writer), 
'*  raised  on  the  ruins  of  the  former,  and  if 
hitherto  we  could  not  agree  as  Christians,  it 
was  high  time  to  live  together  as  men."— 
So  in  the  Council  of  Trent,  the  last  oecume- 
nical council,  the  abstract  doctrines  of 
faith  were  enjoined  on  pain  of  anathema, 
—but  the  practical  decree  of  confiscation 
of  the  land,  to  pious  uses,  on  which  a  duel 
shall  be  fought,  however  laudable  the  mo- 
tive, is  rejected  by  every  Catholic  state  as 
wholly  out  of  the  province  of  legitimate 
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enactment  by  any  coanoil ;  and  though 
aiipported,  in  that  council,  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  sovereign  princes,  who  as- 
sisted at  the  constitution  of  the  decrees, 
"  no  Catholic/'  as  was  well  observed  by  a 
Catholic  writer,  '^  could  assent  to  such  a 
verdict/' 

With  this  rapid  sketch  of  objects,  which 
might  well  fall  within  the  investigation  of 
such  a  Committee,  it  cannot  but  be  anti- 
cipated that  a  Report  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, witli  the  facts  and  documents  ve- 
rified, as  they  might  be,  and  going  forth 
to  the  public  under  parliamentary  autho- 
ritv,  would  contribute  to  a  much  more  sa- 
tisractory  result,  than  any  discussion  that 
could  take  place  in  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House.  The  authorities  in  the  one 
case,  would  direct  the  pursuit  to  still  fur- 
ther  investigation,  if  deemed  necessary, 
and  afford  the  clues  of  research.— In  the 
other  case,  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  assertion  would  be  repelled  merely 
by  counter  assertion,  probably  on  very 
unsubstantial  grounds,  and  but  little  con- 
tributing to  a  change  of  opinion  on  either 
side  of  the  House,  or  without  its  walls. 

If  the  conduct  of  a  governor  of  a  distant 
province  was  arraigned  on  a  simple  motion 
in  the  House, — a  public  board  to  be  re- 
formed, and  even  in  the  case  of  a  canal  or 
turnpike  bill, — report  upon  report,  in  in- 
numerable folios,  swelled  the  Journals  of 
the  House— printed  at  an  enormous  ex- 
pence,  and  becoming  waste  paper  in  almost 
the  hour  of  their  birth. — In  questions  in- 
volving the  integrity  of  the  civil  and  po- 
litical principles  of  a  fourth,  or  fifth  part 
of  our  fellow  subjects,  arraigned,  as  they 
have  been,  by  proceedings  in  this  House, 
at  successive  periods,  since  the  reforma- 
tion^  we  have  not  a  single  page,  on  parlia* 
mentary  authority,  excepting  the  proceed- 
ings, supported  chiefly  by  the  evidence  of 
those  miscreants,  Oates  and  Bedloe,  which 
are  indeed  shamefully  sanctioned  by  the 
imprimatur  of  parliament-*industrious1y 
circulated  through  the  nation,  in  the  awful 
interval  of  the  conviction  and  execution  of 
lord  Stafford,  still  further  to  poison  the 
public  mind,  and  contributing  not  a  little, 
even  at  this  hour,  to  countenance  and  give 
energy  to  the  prejudices  of  the  great  mass 
of  the  public. — Indeed  within  the  course 
of  the  last  year  or  two,  they  have  been 
re-edited  and  given  to  the  public,— in  op- 
position to  the  pointed  and  well  verified 
exclamation  of  the  satirist,— speaking  of 
the  Monument  of  London,  which. 


Like  a  taU  B^Uy,  lifts  its  bead  and  Vlcu* 
The  production  of  documents  and 
minations  in  such  a  Committee,  as  had 
been  suggested,  sir  J.  H.  observed,  might 
be  followed  by  resolutions  of  fact,  direct- 
ing the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  mate* 
rial  points  and  bearings,  and  coustitutios; 
the  most  satisfactory  authority  on  which  at 
Bill  might  hereafter  be  framed  commen- 
surate to  the  real  exigency  and  justice  of 
the   case. — ^The  adoption,    qualification, 
or  eVen  rejection  of  the  claims  of  the  peti- 
tioners would  thus  derive  a  sanction  not  to 
be  found  in  the  loose  discussions  of  succes- 
sive parliamentary  debates,  whether    in 
the  House  itself,  or  in  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House.  ^It  should  seem  that  the  ex- 
pedient was  too  rational  to  be  questioned 
by  any  but  those  who  were  determined  to 
resist  enquiry  in  any  sha^e  whatever.f 

The  result  of  such  an  enquiry  must  also 
necessarily  lead  ultimately  to  a  modi6ca- 
tion,  at  least,  of  the  Tests,  exacted  from 
members  sitting  in  cither  House  of  Psrlia- 
meot,  and  revolting,  indeed,  against  the 
candid  judgment  of  every  one,  who  has 
allowed  his  mind  the  fair  exercise  of  en- 
quiry, in  the  misapplication  of  stigmatizing 
and  unappropriate  epithets  to  practices  in- 
nocent, at  least,  though  not  sanctioned  by 
the  establishment.— Such  a  reform  is  in- 

*  Although  this  calumny  has  been  re* 
jected  by  every  modern  historian,  a  form 
of  Prayer  and  a  Church  service,  perpetua. 
ting  by  construction,  the  same  unfounded 
charges,  is  annually  read  at  St.  Paul's  Ca- 
thedral, though  discontinued  in  all  other 
churches. 

t  In  the  instance  of  the  projected  ge- 
neral Highway  Bill,  in  its  progress  through 
parliament,  many  successive  reports  were 
printed  by  the  House,  in  order  to  be  cir- 
culated, with  the  Bill  itself,  through  the 
country.  Those  reports,  with  the  evi- 
dence, were  transmitted  to  the  provin* 
cial  magistrates,  in  sessions  or  individually, 
with  a  view  to  inform  the  public,  in  the 
distant  parts  of  the  kingdom,  of  the  nature 
of  the  proposed  amendments :— a  prece- 
dent of  highly  useful  adoption,  as  con- 
nected with  the  present  question,  on  which 
the  opinions  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
should  be  considered  with  considerable 
deference,  especially  on  a  question  in- 
volving a  departure  from  the  long  esta- 
blished policy  of  the  constitution.  Where 
the  policy  has  been  founded  in  error,  that 
error  should  be  satisfactorily  manifested. 
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deed  wisely  held  out  by  an  express  pro- 
▼ision  of  the  Act  of  Union  with  Ireland, 
and  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  the  good  sense 
of  parliament  would  not  much  longer  re- 
frain from  the  adoptipn  of  it. 

Sir  J.  H.  then  proceeded  to  acquit  that 
part  of  the  task  which  he  had  undertaken, 
m  conformity  to  the  wishes  of  the  respect* 
mble  body  to  which  he  had  before  alluded, 
namely,  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
composing  the  Committee  of  the  English 
Roman  Catholics. 

Sir  J.  H.  observed,  that  in  a  recent  pub- 
lication of  •the  right  hon.  civilian  (Dr.  D.), 
he  has  been  pleased  to  consider  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  answers  of  the  six  foreign 
universities  to  the  q|uestions  proposed  at 
the  desire  of  Mr.  Pitt,  as  resting  solely 
*'  on  the  authority  of  a  Rotnan  Catholic 
priest  of  the  name  of  Hussey.'' — Had  the 
fact  even  been  such  as  stated,  the  indivi- 
dual was  not  quite  so  obscure  as  the  t^rms 
chosen  by  the  right  hon.  author  might 
convey  an  impression  of.  Dr.  Hussey  had 
been  confidentially  employed  by  lord 
North,  when  at  the  head  of  the  adminis- 
tration (in  the  persuasion  of  his  possessing 
great  influence  at  the  court  of  Madrid)  in 
the  year  1780,  on  a  secret  mission  to 
Spain,  to  endeavour  to  effectuate  a  sepa- 
rate peace.  On  the  establishment  of  the 
college  of  Maynooth,  he  was  nominated 
to  the  Presidency  chiefly  by  the  influence 
of  the  duke  of  Portland,  then  one  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  and  by  the  same  pro- 
tection was  materially  aided  in  his  recom- 
mendation to  the  Roman  Catholic  See  of 
Waterford.— The  fact,  however,  is,  that 
Dr.  Hussey  was  not  at  all  engaged  in  the 
transaction  of  obtaining  the  answers  of 
the  universities,  though  he  was  shortly 
after  selected  for  a  very  important  mission 
to  the  See  of  Rome,  which  would  be  pre- 
sently taken  notice  of. 

The  transaction,  as  relates  to  the  uni- 
versities, fortunately  stands  on  a  broader 
basis  than  the  right  hon.  civilian  is  dis* 
posed  to  concede.— In  the  year  1788,  it 
18  well  known,  that  a  Committee  of  Roman 
Catholic  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  of 
^eat  consideration,  were  assembled  (many 
individuals  of  which  are  still  assembled, 
from  time  to  time),  in  London,  and  were, 
at  that  period,  in  correspondence  with 
Mr.  Pitt  on  the  subject  of  those  measures 
which  were  preparatory  to  the  act  of  1 79 1 . 
Of  that  Committee — the  late  lord  Petre, 
lord  Stourton,  sir  H.  C.  En^lefield,  sir  W. 
Jerningham,  and  sir  Johif  Throckmorton, 
with  other  Catholic  gentlemen,  of  high 
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respectability,  were  membeni.-*On  tht 
9th  of  May  1788,  lord  Petre,  sir  H.  C. 
Englefield,  and  Mr.  Fermor,  reported  the 
result  of  their  conference  with  Mr.  Pit^ 
expressing  the  willingness  of  that  minister 
to  patronize  their  application  to  parlia- 
ment, but  recommending  a  delay  till  the 
following  session,  "  which  would  allow 
time  (Mr.  Pitt  observed)  to  government 
for  preparing  the  minds  of  some  of  the 
leading  interests  in  the  country  previoua 
to  bringing  on  a  measure  of  so  much  im- 
portance." 

In  the  interval,  before  the  bill  was 
brought  into  parliament — the  questions,  at 
Mr.  Pitt's  desire,  were  proposed  to  the  six 
Universities,  and  the  answers  were  obtain* 
td  and  transmitted  to  Mr.  Pitt  by  the  com- 
mittee. Those  of  the  Sorbonne  were  ex- 
pedited by  Mr.  Hurst,  a  Catholic  priest^ 
residing  at  that  time  in  Paris.— Those  of 
Dooay  by  Dr.  Gibson  and  Dr.  Poynter, 
two  Roman  Catholic  prelates  now  in 
England,  whose  formal  attestations,  sir  J. 
C.  Ilippisley  said,  he  then  held  in  his 
hand;  the  abbe  Mann,  of  Bruxelles,  pro- 
cured the  answers  of  the  university  of 
Louva'ne  ;  and  those  of  Valladolid,  AI-> 
Cala,  and  Salamanca,  were  transmitted  by 
Mr.  Shepherd,  the  president  of  the  Eng- 
lish college  in  Valladolid. 

But  on  examination  of  the  original  dn* 
cuments  they  will  be  found  to  contain  so 
much  internal  evidence  of  their  authen- 
ticity, that  they  would  not  be  questioned 
in  any  court  of  law  in  the  kingdom^-they 
were  verified  (as  the  right  hon.  gent, 
might  see)  under  the  official  seals  of  the 
universities— -by  the  seals  and  signatures 
of  the  principal  officers  of  those  univer- 
sities, and  further  juridically  attested  by 
notaries  public,  on,  the  spot.  With  re- 
spect to  those  of  Valladolid,  Alcala,  and 
Salamanca,  as  the  questions  were  consi-*, 
deredf  in  Spaiut  as  touching  possibly  on 
ihh  general  rights  of  sovereignty,  it  was 
thought  advisable  not  to  propound  them 
to  the  universities  without  the  express  per- 
mission of  the  king  of  Spain. — The  royal 
licence  was  accordingly  procured,  and 
the  king  desired  that  the  questions  might 
be  considered  as  proposed  by  himself, 
as  the  title  imports,  «'  Hitpaniarum  tt^ 
ctmiulenti" 

Sir  J.  H.  then  observed  that  he  held  in 
his  hand  the  originals  of  the  answers  of 
the  six  Universities,  and  it  was  the  desire 
of  the  surviving  members  of  the  original 
committee,  'and  of  the  learned  genL,  Mr. 
Charles  Butler  (whose  important  services 
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enactment  by  any  coanoil ;  and  thongh 
supported^  in  that  council,  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  sovereign  princes,  who  as- 
sisted at  the  constitution  of  the  decrees, 
"  no  Catholic/'  as  was  well  obseryed  by  a 
Catholic  writer,  **  could  assent  to  such  a 
Tcrdict/* 

With  this  rapid  sketch  of  objects,  which 
might  well  fall  within  the  investigation  of 
such  a  Committee»  it  cannot  but  be  anti- 
cipated that  a  Report  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, witn  the  facts  and  documents  ve- 
rified, as  they  might  be,  and  going  forth 
to  the  public  under  parliamentary  autho- 
rity, would  contribute  to  a  much  more  sa- 
tisfactory result,  than  any  discussion  that 
could  take  place  in  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House.  The  authorities  in  the  one 
case,  would  direct  the  pursuit  to  still  fur« 
ther  investigation,  if  deemed  necessary, 
and  afford  the  clues  of  re8earch.-~In  the 
other  case,  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  assertion  would  be  repelled  merely 
by  counter  assertion,  probably  on  very 
unsubstantial  grounds,  and  but  little  con- 
tributing to  a  change  of  opinion  on  either 
side  of  the  House,  or  without  its  walls. 

If  the  conduct  of  a  governor  of  a  distant 
province  was  arraigned  on  a  simple  motion 
in  the  House,— a  public  board  to  be  re- 
formed, and  even  in  the  case  of  a  canal  or 
turnpike  bill, — report  upon  report,  in  in- 
numerable folios,  swelled  the  Journals  of 
the  House— printed  at  an  enormous  ex- 
pence,  and  becoming  waste  paper  in  almost 
the  hour  of  their  birth. — In  questions  in- 
volving the  integrity  of  the  civil  and  po- 
litical principles  of  a  fourth,  or  fifth  part 
of  our  fellow  subjects,  arraigned,  as  they 
have  been,  by  proceedings  in  this  House, 
at  successive  periods,  since  the  reforma- 
tion^  we  have  not  a  single  page,  on  parlia- 
mentary authority*  excepting  the  proceed- 
ings, supported  chiefly  by  the  evidence  of 
those  miscreants,  Oates  and  Bedloe,  which 
are  indeed  shamefully  sanctioned  by  the 
impriinaiur  of  parliament—- industriously 
circulated  through  the  nation,  in  the  awful 
interval  of  the  conviction  and  execution  of 
lord  Stafford,  still  further  to  poison  the 
public  mind,  and  contributing  not  a  little, 
even  at  this  hour,  to  countenance  and  give 
energy  to  the  prejudices  of  the  great  mass 
of  the  public. — Indeed  within  the  course 
of  the  last  year  or  two,  they  have  been 
re-edited  and  given  te  the  public,-«in  op- 
position to  the  pointed  and  well  verified 
exclamation  of  the  satirist,*— speaking  of 
the  Monument  of  London,  which. 


Like  a  taU  BoUy,  lifu  its  head  and  lies.* 
The  production  of  documents  and 
minations  in  such  a  Committee,  as  had 
been  suggested,  sir  J.  H.  observed,  might 
be  followed  by  resolutions  of  fact,  direct- 
ing the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  mate* 
rial  points  and  bearings,  and  coustituliog 
the  most  satisfactory  authoiiiy  on  which  a 
Bill  might  hereafter  be  framed  commen- 
surate to  the  real  exigency  and  justice  of 
the   case. — ^The   adoption,    qualification, 
or  eVen  rejection  of  the  claims  of  the  peti- 
tioners would  thus  derive  a  sanction  not  to 
be  found  in  the  loose  discussions  of  succes- 
sive parliamentary  debates,  whether    in 
the  House  itself,  or  in  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House.— It  should  seem  that  the  ex- 
pedient was  too  rational  to  be  questioned 
by  any  but  those  who  were  determined  to 
resist  enquiry  in  any  shsj^e  whatever.f 

The  result  of  such  an  enquiry  most  also 
necessarily  lead  ultimately  to  a  modifica- 
tion, at  least,  of  the  Tests,  exacted  from 
members  sitting  in  cither  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  revolting,  indeed,  against  ibe  ' 
candid  judgment  of  every  one,  who  has 
allowed  his  mind  the  fair  exercise  of  en- 
quiry, in  the  misapplication  of  stigmatizing 
and  unappropriate  epithets  to  practices  in- 
nocent, at  least,  though  not  sanctioned  by 
the  establishment.— Such  a  reform  is  in- 

*  Although  this  calumny  has  been  re- 
jected by  every  modern  historian,  a  form 
of  Prayer  and  a  Church  service,  perpetua. 
ting  by  construction,  the  same  unfounded 
charges,  is  annually  read  at  St.  Paul's  Ca- 
thedral, though  discontinued  in  all  other 
churches.     / 

t  In  the  instance  of  the  projected  ge- 
neral Highway  Bill,  in  its  progress  through 
parliament,  many  successive  reports  were 
printed  by  the  House,  in  order  to  be  cir- 
culated, with  the  Bill  itself,  through  the 
country.  Those  reports,  with  the  evi* 
dence,  were  transmitted  to  the  provin* 
cial  magistrates,  in  sessions  or  individually, 
with  a  view  to  inform  the  public,  in  the 
distant  parts  of  the  kingdom,  of  the  nature 
of  the  proposed  amendments :— a  prece- 
dent of  highly  useful  adoption,  as  con- 
nected with  the  present  question,  on  which 
the  opinions  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
should  be  considered  with  considerable 
deference,  especially  on  a  question  in- 
volving a  departure  from  the  long  esta- 
blished policy  of  the  constitution.  Where 
the  policy  has  been  founded  in  error,  thai 
error  should  be  satisfactorily  manifested. 
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deed  wisely  held  oat  by  an  expreu  pro- 
vision of  the  Act  of  Union  with  Ireland, 
and  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  the  good  sense 
of  parliament  woald  not  mach  longer  re- 
frain from  the  adnptipn  of  it. 

Sir  J.  H.  then  proceeded  to  acquit  that 
part  of  the  task  which  he  had  undertaken, 
in  conformity  to  the  wishes  of  the  respect- 
mblc  body  to  which  he  had  before  alluded, 
namely,  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
composing  the  Committee  of  the  English 
Roman  Catholics. 

Sir  J.  H.  observed,  that  in  a  recent  pub- 
lication of  4he  right  hon.  civilian  (Dr.  D.), 
he  has  been  pleased  to  consider  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  answers  of  the  sis  foreign 
universities  to  the  questions  proposed  at 
the  desire  of  Mr.  Pitt,  as  resting  solely 
''  on  the  authority  of  a  Roinan  Catholic 
priest  of  the  name  ot  Hussey."— Had  the 
fact  even  been  such  as  stated,  the  indivi- 
dual was  not  quite  so  obscure  as  the  terms 
chosen  by  the  right  hon.  author  might 
convey  an  impression  of.  Dr.  Hussey  had 
been  confidentially  employed  by  lord 
North,  when  at  (be  head  of  the  adminis- 
tration (in  the  persuasion  of  his  possessing 
great  influence  at  the  court  of  Madrid)  in 
the  year  1780,  on  a  secret  mission  to 
Spain,  to  endeavour  to  effectuate  a  sepa- 
rate peace.  On  the  establishment  of  the 
college  of  Maynooth,  he  was  nominated 
to  the  Presidency  chiefly  by  the  influence 
of  the  duke  of  Portland,  then  one  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  and  by  the  same  pro- 
tection was  materially  aided  in  his  recom- 
mendation to  the  Roman  Catholic  See  of 
Waterford.— The  fact,  however,  is,  that 
Dr.  Hussey  was  not  at  all  engaged  in  the 
transaction  of  obtaining  the  answers  of 
the  universities,  though  he  was  shortly 
after  selected  for  a  very  important  mission 
to  the  See  of  Rome,  which  would  be  pre- 
sently taken  notice  of. 

The  transaction,  as  relates  to  the  uni- 
versities, fortunately  stands  on  a  broader 
basis  than  the  right  hon.  civilian  is  dis< 
posed  to  concede.— In  the  year  1788,  it 
18  well  known,  that  a  Committee  of  Roman 
Catholic  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  of 
l^eat  consideration,  were  assembled  (many 
individuals  of  which  are  still  assembled, 
from  time  to  time),  in  London,  and  were, 
at  that  period,  in  correspondence  with 
Mr.  Pitt  on  the  subject  of  those  measures 
which  were  preparatory  to  the  act  of  1791. 
Of  that  Committee— the  late  lord  Petre, 
lord  Stourton,  sir  H.  C.  Enslefield,  sir  W. 
Jemingham,  and  sir  Johif  Throckmorton, 
with  other  Catholic  gentlemen^  of  high 


respectability,  were  members.-- On  the 
9th  of  May  1788,  lord  Petre,  sir  H.  C. 
Englefield,  and  Mr.  Fermor,  reported  the 
result  of  their  conference  with  Mr.  Pitt, 
expressing  the  willingness  of  that  minister 
to  patronize  their  application  to  parlia- 
ment, but  recommending  a  delay  till  the 
following  session,  "  which  would  allour 
time  (Mr.  Pitt  observed)  to  government 
for  preparing  the  minds  of  some  of  the 
leading  interests  in  the  country  previous 
to  bringing  on  a  measure  of  so  much  im- 
portance. 

In  the  interval,  before  the  bill  was 
brought  into  parliament — the  questions,  at 
Mr.  Pitt's  desire,  were  proposed  to  the  six 
Universities,  and  the  answers  were  obtain- 
ed and  transmitted  to  Mr.  Pitt  by  the  com- 
mittee. Those  of  the  Sor bonne  were  ex- 
pedited by  Mr.  Hurst,  a  Catholic  priest, 
residing  at  that  time  in  Paris.—- Those  of 
Douay  by  Dr.  Gibson  and  Dr.  Poynter, 
two  Romaii  Catholic  prelates  now  in 
England,  whose  formal  attestations,  sir  J. 
C.  Hippisley  said,  he  then  held  in  hit 
band;  the  abb6  Mann, of  Bruzelles,  pro- 
cured  the  answers  of  the  university  of 
Louva'ne  ;  and  those  of  Valladolid,  Al- 
cala,  and  Salamanca,  were  transmitted  by 
Mr.  Shepherd,  the  president  of  the  Eng- 
lish ooliege  in  Valladolid. 

But  on  examination  of  the  original  do- 
cuments  they  will  be  found  to  contain  so 
much  internal  evidence  of  their  authen- 
ticity, that  they  would  not  be  questioned 
in  any  court  of  law  in  the  kingdom^-thej 
were  verified  (as  the  right  hon,  sent* 
might  see)  under  the  official  seals  of  tha 
universities-^by  the  seals  and  signaturet 
of  the  principal  officers  of  those  univer* 
sities,  and  further  juridically  attested  by 
notaries  public,  on,  the  spot.  With  re- 
spect to  those  of  Valladolid,  Alcala,  and 
Salamanca,  as  the  questions  were  consi-' 
dered,  in  Spain,  as  touching  possibly  on 
th(  general  rights  of  sovereignty,  it  was 
thought  advisable  not  to  propound  them 
to  the  universities  without  the  express  per- 
mission of  the  king  of  Spain. — The  royal 
licence  was  accordingly  procured,  and 
the  king  desired  that  the  questions  might 
be  considered  as  proposed  by  himself, 
as  the  title  imports,  *'  Hispaniarum  tteg$ 
ccntulenti" 

Sir  J.  H.  then  observed  that  he  held  in 
his  hand  the  originals  of  the  answers  of 
the  six  Universities,  and  it  was  the  desire 
of  the  sorvivinff  members  of  the  original 
committee,  'and  of  the  learned  gent,  Mr. 
Charles  Butler  (whose  important  servicea 
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to  the  committee^  were  gratefully  ec- 
knovrledged),  tbat  this  authentic  docu- 
ment should  be  produced  by  sir  J.  H«,  in 
parliament,  previously  to  being  deposited 
in  the  library  of  the  British  Museum. 
[Sir  J.  H.  handed  the  original  documents 
across  the  House  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.]  He  bad  in  his  hand  also  the 
verifications  of  lord  Stourton^  sir  Henry 
Englefield,  and  sir  J.  Throckmorton,  each 
signed  in  sir  J.  H/s  presence,  attesting 
the  cooimunication  with  Mr.  Pitt,  as  stated, 
and  other  proceedings  of  the  Committee, 
and  alse  a  circumstantial  letter  from  Mr. 
Butler  to  the  same  effect. 

Another  memorable  transaction,  as  con- 
nected with  that  Committee,  must  not  be 
passed  o?er  in  silence.  Some  differences 
of  opinion  had  obtained  among  the  Eng- 
lish Catholic  body,  which  they  were  de- 
airous  to  represent  to  the  See  of  Rome, 
and  it  was  in  contemplation  to  send  Dr. 
Hussey  thither  to  state  the  facts : — His  in- 
structions were  drawn*out  and  delivered  to 
him  the  2d  of  Sept.  i790,  though  the  mis- 
sion did  not  take  place. 

Br.  Hussey's  acknowledgment  of  the 
receipt  of  his  instructions,  and  also  the 
original  instructions  under  the  signatures 
of  the  Committee  and  two  Roman  Ca- 
tholic bishops,  are  now  in  the  possession 
of  the  Committee.  Dr.  H.  was  directed 
"  to  keep  steadily  in  view  the  necessity 
the  English  Catholics  were  under  of  vin- 
dicating the  integrity  of  their  principles, 
repelling  the  slanderous  charges  uniform- 
ly brought  against  them  for  two  centuries 
past:  and  for  removing  those  penal  and 
disabling  statutes  which  have  been  gra- 
dually undermining  their  body.'' 

He  was  also  directed  to  represent  to  the 
tee  of  Rome,  if  necessary,  '<  that  the  oath 
of  allegiance  and  abjuration  had  been  un- 
equivocally taken  in  1778, — and  of  course 
ihe  deposing  doctrine  having  been  so- 
lemnly renounced  Siid  abjured,  they 
<;ould  not  hesitate  to  adopt  the  qualifying 
terms,  especially  as  the  Sorbonne  in  IdSO, 
and  again  in  1775,  had  informed  them 
that  they  might  safely  declare  it  impious 
and  heretical.'' 

The  Committee  were  desirous  that  the 
See  of  Rome  should  understand  the  prin- 
ciples of  their  allegiance,  as  exclusive  of 
any  Catholic  pretemier  to  the  crown;  and 
therefore  gave  it  in  instruction  :  '*  That 
if  any  question  should  be  raised  about  the 
Act  of  Settlement,  and  limiting  the  suc- 
cession of  the  Crown  to  the  Protestant 
Jine :  Dr.  HoMey  will  not  permit  tbat  sub- 
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ject  to  be  discussed,  because  we  acknow* 
fedge  no  authority  to  interfere  with  the 
succession  of  our  kinss,  but  the  law  of  the 
land,  the  authority  of  which  law  we  have 
already  solemnly  acknowledged  by  oor 
oath  of  allegiance." 

The  original  entries  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Committee  were  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Butler,  and  with  whom  sir  J.  H.  said 
he  had  himself  carefully  examined  them, 
and  though  again  naming  that  gentleman^ 
-—he  thought  it  scarcely  necessary  to  pro- 
nounce his  eulosy  in  the  presence  of  eo 
many  of  his  professional  friends,*— who  had 
long  known  and  esteemed  his  high  cha-> 
racter  in  the  profession  and  as  a  man. 
Nevertheless  the  name  and  character  of 
Mr.  Butler,  had  been  most  wantonly  and 
injuriously  held  out  to  the  public  in  a  re« 
cent  publication  of  Dr.  Milner,  entitled 
"  A  Letter  to  a  Roman  Catholic  Prelate  of 
Ireland." 

The    right    honourable    Civilian  (Dr, 
Duigenan,)  would  not  be  displeased  at  sir 
J.  Ill's  animadversions  on  the  conduct  of 
Dr.  Milner,  whom,  on  a  former  occauon, 
he  had  defended,  and  he  shoqld  be  still 
as  ready  to  defend  him  when  injuriously 
attacked^  as  he  had  then  been  by  the  right 
honourable  civilian  himself,  on  the  subject 
of  a  work  of  the  soundest  argument,  and 
which  was  calculated  to  appease  as  much 
as  Dr.  M.'s  late  productions  tended  to  in- 
flame, the.  prejudices  of  the  public,  as  ap- 
plicable to  this  great  questipn  of  sound 
national  wisdom  and  policy. 

Sir  J.  proceeded  to  remark  inore  par- 
ticularly on  the  late  publication  of  Dr. 
Milner,  as  contrasted  to  his  former  decla- 
rations on  the  subject  of  the  Veto, — refer- 
ring to  his  correspondence  with  cardinal^ 
Borgia,  when  at  the  head  of  the  college  of' 
Propaganda  fide,  who  had  expressly  ad* 
mitted,  as  Dr.  M.  had  avowed,  the  princi- 
ple of  the  negative  interference  of  the 
crown.  Sir  J.  H.  referred  aUo  to  his  own  - 
communications  on  the  same  subject,  as 
he  had  before  slated  in  the  debate  of  last 
year,  on  the  same  question.  The  princi* 
pie  of  the  royal  negative  had  been  uni- 
versally acted  upon,  in  every  state  on  the 
continent,  where  the  actual  nomination 
of  the  sovereign  wus  not  in  practice.  It 
hftd  been  said  that  there  were  no  instances 
were  the  sovereigus  of  states,  not  Catholic* 
interfered  in  the  appointments  of  the  Pre- 
lacy, or  other  clergy  of  the  Roman  church. 
in  their  respective  dominions;  except 
where  great  temporal  fiefs  passed  with 
this  appointment ;.  the  assertion  waa  ud^ 
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irae.  loRonla,  where  the  Catholic  pre- 
lates were  exprewly  nominated  by  the 
soTereign,  the  coadjutor  bishops^  who  re- 
•pectively  succeeded  to  the  bishoprics, 
derifed  no  support,  but  from  salaries  from 
the  crown* 

But  on  this  part  of  the  subject  he  would 
remind  the  House  of  what  had  been  before 
stated  in  the  debate  of  last  year,  and  of 
the  documents,  which,  in  consequence,  had 
been  laid  before  the  public.^*-The  prin- 
ciple of  the  interference  of  the  crown,  in 
ft  wider  extent  than  it  could  be  desirable 
to  exercise  it,  it  was  well  known  had  been 
ftilly  admitted  by  the  four  Roman  Catholic 
metropolitan  and  six  senior  Irish  bishops 
in  the  year  1799.  *'  It  was  just  (say  they), 
ftnd  ought  to  be  asreed  to.'  In  the  reso* 
lution  of  the  synocfin  Dublin,  in  1808,  they 
declared  only  that  it  was  then  *'  inexpe* 
''  dient  to  introduce  any  alteration:''  Tnat 
inexpediency  was  explained  by  their  Pri- 
mate, archbishop  Reilly,  to  |have  related 
only  to  ''  existing  circumstances,  and  of  a 
"  temporary  nature." 

In  1810,  the  Irish  Catholic  bishops 
again  met  in  synod,  and  declared  their 
firm  adherence  to  their  resolutions  of 
1808.  Still  there  is  no  condemnation  of 
the  principle  of  their  resolutions  of  1799, 
mdmitting  the  interference  of  the  crown,— 
but  a  decided  reprobation  is  expressed  of 
the  measure  proposed  by  some  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  body— -that  of  elections 
by  Chapters  alone* 

To  these  latter  resolutions,  appeared 
twenty-six  signatures,  of  which  twenty- 
one  were  bishops  of  Irish  Catholic  Sees ; 
but  of  the  six  bishops  of  the  province  of 
Connaoght  the  name  of  only  one  appeared 
to  these  resolutions  of  1 8 1 0. 
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placed  under  a  warden  and  eight  Ticars, 
the  warden  to  be  elected  by  the  mayor, 
shertfFf,  and  burgesses  of  Galway,  and  to 
receive  institution  frooi  the  eight  ▼tears,— 
The  Ticars  elected  in  the  same  manner  to 
be  confirmed  by  the  warden.— By  a  regu- 
lation of  Clement  XII.  some  time  between 
1730  and  1740,  the  archbishop  of  Tuam  is 
invested  with  a  visitorial  power,  and  an 
appeal  is  given  from  the  sentence  of  tho 
warden  to  the  tribunal  of  the  archbishop, 
but  the  election  is  left  in  the  same  state. — 
The  warden  to  be  elected  once  in  three 
years.  Here,  then,  is  an  instance  of  an 
election  conferring  episcopal  jurisdiction, 
devolving  on  and  continuing  in  the  hands 
of  lay  patrons  and  Protestants,  for  such 
must  have  been  the  corporation  of  Galway 
in  the  time  of  Clement  XII. 

In  the  lastresolutions  of  26th  February, 
1 8 1 0,  the  prelatesdeclare  "  that  the  oath  of 
*'  allegiance,  as  taken  by  his  majesty's  Irish 
''  Roman  Catholic  subjects,  was  approved 
*'  by  all  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  ii» 
**  Ireland,  aAer  long  and  conscientious  dis* 
"  cussioD  and  consultation  had  with  several 
**  Catholic  universities  and  individual  aa* 
"  thorities  throughout  £urope."  By  tho 
said  oath  of  1793  they  swear,  «« that  their 
*'  will  not  exercise  any  privilege  to  whicb 
"  they  roav  become  entitled,  to  disturb 
''  and  weaken  the  Protestant  religion  and 
''  Protestant  government  of  the  kmgdom." 
Sir  J.  H.  adverted  to  theso  facts,  as  Dr. 
Itfilner  himself,  a  prelate  of  the  Romaa 
Catholic  Chvrch,  m  his  late  poblieatioos, 
condemns  the  Resolutions  of  the  English 
Catholics,  as  tending  to  the  security  of  tho 
EsUblished  Church,  and  ''  blesses  God  for 
the  discovery  that  the  parliamentary 
friends  of  the  Catholics  had  the  security  of 
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1799,  the  name  of  the  late  Catholic  Arch- 
bishop of  Tuam  is  only  wanted  to  those  of 
18 10,  The  names  of  three  coadjutors 
also  appear  to  the  latter  resolutions,  toge- 
ther with  the  name  of  the  Vicar  Capitular 
of  Tuam,  Dr.  Kelly,  although  he  stands 
anspended  by  all  the  bishops  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Connaught,  and  the  name  of 
the  Warden  of  Galway  (who  has  >tIso 
episcopal  jurisdiction),  is  also  affixed  to 
them* 

Of  the  singular,  constitution  of  the  Ward- 
inate  of  Galway  sir  J.  H.  would  say  a  few 
words.  By  a  constitution  of  Gregory  VIII. 
14*34,  the  parochial  church  of  St.  Nicholas, 
with  some    neighbouring   parishes,    was 
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— Here,  sir  J.  H.  again  observed,  was  a 
point  of  the  highest  importance  for  exami- 
nation in  a  select  committee ;  to  ascertain 
how  far  the  opinions  of  Dr.  Milner,— him* 
self  being  one  of  the  four  vicars  apostolic, 
were  countenanced  bjr  his  brethren  of  tho 
episcopal  order  especially ;— so  also  would 
be  the  examination  of  the  principles  incnl* 
cated  in  the  class-books  of  the  students  des» 
tined  for  holy  orders  in  the  various  semi* 
naries  of  the  Brish  empire,— those  of  May- 
nooth,  of  01d*Hall,  of  Stony  hurst,  of 
Ushaw,  of  Ampleforth,  &c.  He  could 
himself  aver,  from  the  most  correct  infor« 
roation,  that  the  civil  and  political  prin- 
ciples of  Catholics  inculcated  at  each  of^ 
those  several  seminaries,  were  conformable 
to  the  class  book  of  the  profeswr  de  lo  ' 
(2D) 
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Hogoe^as  taught  at  Maynootb.— The  opi- 
nions of  the  magistracy  of  the  corporation 
of  Liverpooli  and  of  the  principal  bene- 
ficed ministers  of  the  Established  Chorch 
in  the  same  town,  are  sufficiently  expressed 
upon  this  subject  by  their  liberal  contri- 
butions to  the  Catholic  seminary  of  Am- 
pleforth  ; — a  fact  too  much  to  the  credit 
of  those  liberal-minded  men,  to  be  passed 
by,  unnoticed,  at  a  moment  when  we  see 
the  miserable  policy  of  attempting  to  re- 
press the  salutary  effects  of  those  institu- 
tions, tending  as  they  do  to  rescue  the  in- 
struction of  so  large  a  proportion  of  our 
fellow-subjects  from  the  influence  of  a 
foreign  education,  to  which  they  are  «t 
this  moment  invited  by  the  lures  of  the 
common  enemy,  and  which,  for  the  last 
two  centuries  and  more,  has  been  a 
standing  opprobrium  on  the  policy  of  our 
government* 

Sir  J.  H.  on  the  authority  of  thiee  of 
the  four  Roman  Catholic  Vicars  Apostolic, 
Drs.  Douglas,  Gibson,  and  CoUincridge, 
contradicted  a  i:eport  that  they  bad  been 
offered,  or  had  solicited,  salaries  of  500f. 
each  from  the  crown.  They  conceiTed 
that  such  a  report  had  been  circulated  to 
impose  a  belief  thai  their  acquiescence 
in  the  Resolution  at  the  St.  Albans,  of  the 
iBirof  Feb.  1810,  had  been  influenced  by 
such  a  temptation.  Ibey  bad  distinctly 
avowed,  that  no  <^fer  whatever  on  the 
part  of  government,  nor  solicitations  on 
their  part,  had  been  made.  He  had  no 
authority  to  speak  to  the  subject  from 
Dr.  Milner,  who  had  himtelf  made  some 
declarations  on  the  subject  in  one  of  the 
public  prints. 

Sir  J.  H.  in  adverting  to  the  apprehen- 
sions expressed  of  the  admission  of  Roman 
Catholics  to  seats  in  the  legislature,  ob- 
ierved  that  they  had  sat  during  four  reigns 
since  the  reformation :  but  if  danger  was 
really  to  be  apprehended  from  a  prepon- 
derance in  point  of  number  of  such 
members,  which  cannot  possibly  be  within 
any  rational  speculation,  nevertheless,  to 
remove  the  impression  of  such  apprehen- 
sions in  the  most  timid  minds,  however 
nnsupported  by  any  calculation  founded 
en  the  existing  state  of  population  or  in- 
floence,  the  proportion  of  Catholics  sitting 
In  parliament  might  possibly  be  regulated 
with  a  reference  to  the  comparative  rrotes- 
lant  population  of  the  united  kingdom.  This 
was  merely  thrown  out  as  a  momentary 
impression ;  but  the  regulation  of  the 
several  treaties  of  the  empire,  from  that 
of  Pasiatt  to  the  peace  of  Westphalia, 
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would  offer  abundant  precedents  of  socli 
arrangements*. 

Sir  J.  H.  said  that  he  was  himself  the 
last  to  feel  distrust  of  the  civil  principles 
of  his  Catholic  fellow-subjects;  yet  if  a 
Bill  came  into  parliament,  he  should  at 
least  wish  not  to  leave  it  open  to  the  will 
of  a  sovereign  (as  liitle  as  it  was  probable 
that  it  evv  would  be  exercised)  to  appotna 
a  Chancellor  of  the  Roman  Catholic  com* 
munion.  The  office  of  chancellor  must  be 
considered,  in  some  respects,  as  an  ecclesi- 
astical office ;  he  is,  in  contemplation  ef 
law,  the  keeper  of  the  kin^s  conscience, 
the  dispenser  of  ecclesiastical  beneficesy 
and  the  visitor  of  the  colleges  of  royal 
foundation.  It  was  not  sofficienl  to  say 
that  a  Protestant  sovereign  would  not  ap- 
point a  Catholic  chancellor;  the  lair 
should  declare,  that  such  couM  not  be  ap« 
pointed.  If  the  Catholic  conceived  it  to 
be  a  hard  restriction  on  the  subject  he 
should  consider,  that  tiie  restriction^  oo  the 
first  estate  itself,  is  relatively  harder: 
the  King  must  conform  to  the  eetaUidied 
reliff ion  of  the  State,  or  he  asost  forfeit  hie 
birtS-rightf 

*  The  most  material  points  of  all  that 
were  regulated  by  these  treatieii,  were  the 
civil  and  religious  rights  of  the  Stales 
that  compose  the  empire.  The  peace  ef 
Westphalia  was  considered  as  a  funda- 
mental law  of  the  empire,  and  with  great 
propriety  might  be  stated  the  BfGtgna 
Charts  of  Germany.  TheTransactioB  of 
Passao,  as  it  is  denominated,  and  the 
Pteace  of  Religion,  were  anterior  to  it  Id 
these  treaties  all  the  regulations  and  the 
relative  proportion  of  Catholics  and  Pro« 
testants  sitting  in  the  Diet  of  the  Empire, 
the'A'ulic  Council,  Ibc.  flbc.  will  be  found. 
—So  of  the  regulation  of  chapters,  where 
an  alternate  succession  prevails,  as  in 
Osnaburgh,  of  a  Protestant  and  Catholic 
Prince. — ^Vide  also  Schiam's  '*  Institn* 
tiones  Juris  Eccl.^' 

t  It  might  become  a  qoeslidn,  whether 
regulations  should  not  be  provided,  in  the 
contemplation  of  such  a  bill  being  intnh- 
duced,  with  respect  to  municipal  corpo- 
rations. In  cities  and  corporate  towns,  a 
church  is  usually  set  apart  for  the  asseoi^ 
bly  of  the  corporation  without  relation  to 
the  particular  parish  of  whicbtbe  chief  ma« 
gistrate  is  an  inhabitant.  It  is  known  that 
many  dissenters  from  the  establishment,  so 
far  conform  as  to  attend  the  established 
service  during  their  mavoralty*,  but  this 
should  be  kit  to  their  diicretiom    The 
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Sir  J.  H;  tfteir  many  oiher  obMrT»tioiit 
ftiid  deUili  of  facts,  concluded  by  declar- 
ing bia  opinion  to  be  in  favour  of  tbe  mo- 
tion of  bis  risbt  bon,  friend*  thoagb  he 
could  bare  wi&ed  ibat  it  bad  extended  to 
•  notification  of  sucb  a  Committee  as  be 
had  btmself  alhuled  to.  No  member  of 
tbe  House  was  more  sealonsly  attached  to 
tbe  constitution*  botb  in  cborcb  and  state, 
tbun  bimself.  He  wished,  nerertbelets« 
to  give  a  free  currency  to  tbe  investigation, 
MM  tosee  agreatfabricof  naUonal  strength, 
raited  on  the  extension  of  antiquated  pre* 
judices*  ^  Union,  be  was  persaaded  wu 
within  our  reach :  uniformity  was  a  hope* 
less  pursuit,  and,  indeed  unattainable.* 

Mr.  ifer^errof  Kerry,  stated  that  it  bad 
been  his  lot  to  spend  about  one  half  of 

corporation  itself,  in  tbe  eye  of  the  law, 
must  be  of  tbe  religion  of  tbe  Sute  an 
inditidual  member  of  it  might  be  of  a 
different  communion.— The  insignia  of 
magistracy,  with  the  necessary  attendant 
.offictrs  of  the  corporation,  cannot,  deco- 
rously be  paraded  on  one  day  to  tbe  es- 
tablished Church,  on  another  to  a  dissent- 
ing Meeting  House,  and  on  another  to  u 
Roman  Catholic  chapel ;  the  feelings  and 
honest  prejudices  of  tbe  people  would  be  ill 
eensulted  in  sucb  a  diversity,  and  tbe  re- 
spectable classes  of  tbe  old  Protestant 
Dissenters  from  the  establishment,  as  well 
as  our  ftoman  Catholic  fellow  subjects, 
could  little  wish  for  a  latitude  which 
would  leave  it  open  to  the  caprice  of  a  fa- 
natic, professing  the  most  distorted  notions 
of  religious  worship,  to  dnhonour  the  ma- 
gistracy in  the  eyes  of  the  people. 

*  A  reference  to  tbe  great  Publicists, 
GroUos,  Pufiendorf,  Woifius,  diS.  he. 
would  produce  M  ^rusting  oombHmtary 
on  tbe  state  01^'  imporunt  question. 
Tbe  following  -<  •lacts  from  the  12th 
chapel  of  Vattel  will  encourage  tbe  reader 
to  look  further.  But  be  sboulU  carry  with 
him  those  great  leading  distinctions  be- 
tween tbe  essential  obligtftiiMis  of  doctrine 
and  dlscipline,asapplyiDfl|  to  Catholic  tenets 
and  reflations,  which.  Vattel  himself  had 
not  sufficiently  in  contemplation  when  he 
wrote  this  memorable  chapter  on  piety 
and  religion. 

ExiTMit from  the  I2ih  chapUrqfTaUtV%  Loud 

qf  Naiumt. 

Of  Piety  and  Religion. 

**  Man  is  essentially  and  necessarily  free 
to  make  qse  of  bis  own  choice  in  matters 
of  religimk    His  belief  is  M»t  to  be  cwi* 
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his  life  in  Ireland,  and  tbe  other  in  Eng* 
land,  and  be  was  consequently  well  ac* 
quainted  with  the  dispositions  of  the  people 
of  both  countries.  On  that  account  he  re* 
quested  permission  to  trouble  tbe  House 
with  a  few  words :  though  representing  as 
he  did  so  considerable  a  jportion  of  the 
Irish  Catholics,  be  could  hardly  at  any 
rato  have  been  contonted  with  giving  a 
silent  vote.  He  believed  that  tbe  utmost 
harmony  uid  union  of  sentiment  might  be 
produced  between  the  people  of  Great 
&itain  and  Ireland,  if  the  proper  means 
were  used  for  that  purpose,  tie '  was 
convinced  that  when  the  odious  dis* 
tinetiens  in  poii^t  of  civil  rigbu  between 
Pkrotestaat  and  Catholic  were  done  away» 
every  one  would  be  amaa^  bow  they  bad 


mended;   and  what  kind  of  worship  mart 
that  be,  which  is  produced  by  force.'' 

''  It  must  then  be  concluded,  that  liberty 
of  coascienee  is  a  natural  and  inviolable 
right.  It  is  a  disgrace  to  human  nature, 
that  a  trath  of  this  nature  should  want  to 
be  proved.'' 

**  But  we  should  take  care  not  to  extend 
this  liberty  beyond  its  just  bounds.  A  ci» 
tiaen  has  only  Uie  right  of  never  being 
obliged  to  do  any  thing  in  religious  afikiie^ 
and  not  that  of  doins  outwardly  whatever 
be  pleases,  though  it  may  proceed  firom 
his  regard  to  society.  The  establishment 
of  religion  by  the  laws,  and  its  public  ex» 
ercise,  are  mattorsof  state,  and  are  neces- 
sarily under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  public 
authority." 

**  Tbe  prodigious  influence  of  religion 
on  the  welfare  and  tranquillity  of  tbe  so- 
ciety invincibly  prove,  that  the  conductor 
of  the  state  ought  to  have  the  inspection 
of  what  relates  to  it,  and  an  authority  over 
the  ministers  who  teach  it.  Tbe  end  of 
society  and  of  the  civil  government  ne- 
cessarily requires,  that  be  who  has  tbe  au- 
thority should  be  invested  with  all  tbe 
rights,  without  which  he  could  not  exercise 
it  in  a  manner  most  advantageous  to  the 
state.  These  are  tbe  prerogatives  of  Ma- 
jesty, of  which  no  sovereign  can  divest 
bimself,  without  the  express  consent  of  the 
nation.  The  inspection  of  the  affiurs  of 
religion,  and  the  authority  over  its  minis- 
ters, then  form  one  of  the  most  important 
of  his  prerogatives,  since  without  this 
power  the  sovereign  would  never  be  able 
to  prevent  tbe  disturbances  that  religion 
might  occasion  in  the  sUte,  nor  apply  thai 
powerful  spring  to  the  welfare  and  safe^ 
of  ieoiety /^ 
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been  permilted  to  subsist  so  long.    They  I 
were  two  sects— 4ie  coald  not  c«ll  them 
difterent  religious  commonities.    The  te* 
■eu  of  both  were  much  more  nearly  allied 
than  many  imagined.    Confession  and  ab- 
solution  formed  part  of  the  Church  of 
England  creed  as  well  as  of  the  Catholic, 
and  in  several  other  essential  points  they 
were  not  far  asunder.     He  himself  was  a 
Christian   of  the  Church  of  Englanil.     If 
that  Church  was  exposed  to  danger,  it  was 
tiot  from  the  Catholics  so  much  as  from 
other  quarters  ;   and  he  thought  it  would 
be  good  policy,  even  with  a  view  to  the 
eecurity  of  the  Church  of  England,  that  it 
ahoold  form  an   union  with  the  parent 
charch.    He  saw  no  daneer  whatever  in 
f^ranting  the  Catholics  all  they  wanted. 
•For  a  long  time  before  the  Revolution,  the* 
Catholics  enjoyed  all  they  now  claimed, 
and  yet  the  Protestant  Church  had  stood 
tmimpaired.    But  then  it  might  be  said, 
indeed  it  had  been   said,,  that,   if   you 
granted  power    to  the    Catholics, .  they 
would  not  be  contented  with  an  equality 
of  civil  rights,  but  would  insist  that  their 
TeligioD  should  be  established.  At  present, 
however,  their  request  was  reasonable; 
and  why  should, that  be  denied  because 
an  onreasonable  application  might  possibly 
follow }    He  did  not  think,  howeyer,  that 
it  would  follow.    The  Catholic  religion, 
like  others,  had  been  softened  in  the  pro- 
--    gress  of  civilization ;  and  the  weight  of 
•influence  would    al«vays  remain  in   the 
bands  of  the  Protestants.^«At  the  time  of 
the  Union,  hopes  had  certainly  been  held 
out  to  the  Catholics  that  their  civil  rights 
would  be  restored,  though  no  positive  pro- 
•  mise,  he  would  admit,  had  been  made  to 
that  efiect.     But  it  was  a  debt  of  honour 
which  ought  to  be  paid.     He  himself  had 

**  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  clergy  are 
bumbled,  it  will  be  out  of  their  power  to 
produce  the  fruits  for  which  their  ministry 
was  appointed.  The  rule  that  should  be 
followed  in  thisrespect,  may  be  conceived 
in  a  few  words.  First,  the  clergy,  as  well 
.as  every  other  order,  should  submit  in  their 
functions,  and  in  every  thing  t\wtt  to  the 
public  power,  and  be  accountable  for 
their  conduct  tothe  Soreveign.  Secondly, 
the  Prince  should  take  care  to  render  the 
jninieters  of  religion  respectable  in  the 
ayes  of  the  people:  be  should  trust  them 
with  the  degree  of  authority  necessary  to 
anable  them  to  diKharge  their  duty  with 
success,  and  support  them  in  case  of  need 
with  the  power  ha  holds  in  bis  own  bands/' 


always  unquestionably  understood  that  tb# 

Snion  would  be  followed  by  a  removal  of 
e  Catholic  restrictions,  and  had  contri- 
buted to  deceive  the  Catholics  on  that  head. 
The  hope  had  been  encouraged,  and  in 
conversing  with    his    friends    and    with 
Catholics  on  the  subject  of  the  Union,  at  tba 
time  it  was  under  discussion,  he  had  never 
hesitated  to  state,  what  he  thought  he  had 
good  reason  to  believe,  namely,  that  tha 
consequence  of  that  measure  would    ba 
Catholic    emancipation.     Such,    he     was 
satisfied,  would  have  been  the  consequence 
had  it  not  been  for  an  unfortunate  accident. 
But  though  the  expectations  he  had  enter- 
tained and  inculcated  or  encouraged  upon 
this  head  had  been  disappointed,  still  he 
•was  not  sorry  that  the  Union  had  taken 
place,  and  he  was  sure  that,  in  the  long 
run,  the  claims  of  the  Catholics  would  not 
be  urged  in  vain. — With  regard  to  the  Veto^ 
he  would  not  touchiupon  it  at  all.     It  was 
sufficient  that  it  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  present  question,  which  was  merely 
whether  the  House  should  go  into  a  Com* 
mittee  on  these  Petitions.    Strongly  im- 
pressed with  the  justice  of  the  Catholic 
claims  and  the  expediency  of  granting 
them,  he  did  not  feel  himself  called  upon 
to  dwell  upon  the  dangers  that  might  be 
supposed  to  result  from  refusing  their  in- 
mediate  concession.     He  knew  many  of 
the  most  respectable  of  the  Catholics  well 
—he  knew  that  they  were  grateful  for  the 
favours  they  had  already  received,  and 
that   they    would    not   despair    of    the 
justice  of  the  united  parliament,  with  re- 
gard to  such  as  were  still  wanting.    He 
bad  sat  with  Catholics  on  many  occasions 
in  transacting  the  business  jof  bis  country, 
and  could  bear  testimony  to  their  loyalty, 
patriotism,  and  congenial  dislike  of  the 
conduct  of  France.    He  could  bear  testi- 
mony to  their  worth  iu  a  military  as  well  as 
in  a  civil  capacity.    A  noble  friend  of  his 
and  himself  had  raised  a  militia  regiment, 
consiiiing  mostly  of  their  own  tenants,  in 
which  no  party  differences  had  arisen* 
Catholic    and    Protestant    had    readily 
coalesced,    as  he  had    no   doubt    thejr 
would  do  in  every  instaivce  if  these  disabi- 
lities were  removed.    With  regard  to  tha 
coronation  oath,  he  did  not  think  thera 
was  any  thing  in  it  hostile  to  the  Catholic 
claims.     He  then  adverted  to  the  less 
which  the  country  susuiiied  by  shotting 
out  Catboiics  from  the  highest  situationa 
in  the  army,  and  concluded  by  giving  his 
aupport  to  the  motion* 
Ganaral  Mnuhm  was  decidedly  of  opi* 
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nion  that  all  the  dinentert  of  Iha  empire, 
whether  Scotch  or  Irith^  were  entitled  to 
the  full  beaefits  of  the  oonttitotioD.  as 
being  equally  iateretled  with  the  Pro 
tettant    in    its  security    and  prosperity. 
What  the  Irish  Caiholtcs  now  asked  for 
was  a  matter  of  right  lo  unquestionable, 
that  the  only  wonder  was  how  it  could 
have  been  so  long  denied  them.    With 
regard  to  the  Tain  and  futile  prejedices 
which   had  been  advanced  against  their 
claims,  they  had  been  long  on  the  decline ; 
and  as  to  certain  objections  which  had  been 
made  upon  the  pretence  of  certain  of  their 
supposed  religious  tenets,  they  had  been 
so  clearly  exposed  and  refuted  by  the  hon. 
baronet  (sir  J.  C.  Hippesley),  in  his  speech 
last  year — a  speech  byahe  bye,  in  every 
respect  superior  to,  and  very  diiFerent 
from,  jk€  hon.  baronet's  speech  of  that 
night.    That  speech  had  so  completely 
eucceeded  in  removing  all  such  errors  and 
prejudices,  that  it  would  be  presumptuous 
in  him  toatumpt  to  dwell  longer  upon  that 
part  of  the  question.— He  then  proceeded 
to  shew  the  strong  claims  of  the  Catholics 
to  the  rights  they  now  claimed  from  the 
services  rendered  by  them  to  the  empire 
at  large,  and  more  particularly   in  their 
military  capscity.    He  did  not  hesitate 
to  state  that  the  great  military  successes 
of  this  country  since  the  commencement 
of  the    war  were    chiefly  to    be  attri- 
buted to  Scotch  and  Irish  valour.    The 
mere  English  soldiery  had  the  least  share 
in  it.     He  did  not  say  this  from  any  prin- 
ciple of  invidious  comparison:  far  from  it: 
no  man  prized  more  the  steadiness  and 
valour  of  English  troops  than  be  did ;  but 
it  had  so  happened,  that  the  opportunity 
fell  most  to  the  Irish  ai^  the  Scotch.    The 
early  part  of  the  campaign  in  Egypt  was 
the  work  of  an  immortal  hero,  whose 
name  was  the  pride  of  Scotland.    The  glo- 
rious termination  of  that  campaign  was  re- 
served for  his  gallant  and  revered  friend, 
lord  Hutchinson,  an  Irishman  ;    and  the 
work  throughout  the  present  campaign 
wu  chiefly  Ijegun    and  completed    by 
Irish  and  Scotch.    The    men    who    had 
stormed  Monte  Video  were  Irish  Catho- 
lics;   the  men  who  had  astonished  the 
French  at  Maida  were  Irish  Catholics; 
the  men  who  had  most  distinguished  them- 
selves at  the  battle  of  Vimiera  were  Irish 
Catholics  ;  in  the  hottest  part  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Bosa^o  was  a  clear  majority  of 
Irish  Catholics ;  the  88th  regiment,  who 
bad  so  admirably  charged  the  enemy  in 
that  action^  ware  to  nnaDlriili  Catholica ; 
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and  in  the  battle  of  Barrosa,  when  that 
gallant  and  skilful  officer.  General  Gra- 
ham, led  his  troops  to  victory i  need  he 
remind  the  House  what  was  done  by  the 
Irish  Catholics  upon  that  memorable  day  ? 
(Hear,  hear!)  The  87  th,   to  a  man  Irish 
Catholics;  the  brave  87th,  the  Prince's 
own   Irish  heroes«-(a  laugh) — he  would 
repeat  the  title  ;  he  was  one  who  was  not 
asnamed  of  being  proud  of  that  distinc- 
tion--(heary   hear  I)— the   Prince's  own 
Irish  heroes  ;    gentlemen  might  laugh ; 
he  wished  they  had  been  in  the  ranks  of 
those  Irish  heroes  on  that    glorious  day, 
and  then  they  would  have  seen  the  true 
way  to  be  of  use  to  their  country— (hear  ! 
and  a  laugh) — there  they  might  have  seen  - 
how  those  brave  Irish  heroes  executed  to 
perfection  their    orders.      They   indeed 
spared  their  powder,   but  they  gave  the 
enemy  the  steel  with  a  vengeance.     How 
was  the  Isle  of  Bourbon  taken  ?  By  the 
valour  of  the  Irish  Catholics  under  the 
conduct  of  as  brave  and  as  skilful  an  officer 
as  any  in  the  service ;  he  meant  his  gal- 
lant friend  and  respected  constituent,  lien- 
tenant  colonel  Keating.— The  gallantgen^ 
ral  then  proceeded  to  shew,  that  the  con- 
tinuing the  penal  laws  would   have  the 
effect  of  putting  down  recruiting  in  Ire* 
land,  and  had  already   considerably  di- 
minished it;    but  if  the   Irish  Catholics 
were  put  on  the  footing  of  the  English ;  if 
they  were  sent  out  under  the  command  of 
their  own  brave    countrymen ;    of  such 
men  as  the  Irish  generals,  lords VVellington, 
Hutchinson,  Marshal  Beresford,  generals 
Spencer,  Doyle,  Pack,  &c.what  might  they 
not  accomplish  ?  The  navy ,  he  further  con- 
tended, was  manned  by  more  Irish  than 
English,  as  there  were  many  foreigners  in 
the'navy.    The  gallant  general  concluded 
by  stating,  that  if  the  Irish  were  well  used 
they  might  be  led  by  a  silken  thread.    The 
Irish  demanded  but  their  rights,  and  their 
rights  they  would  have.    With  his  last 
breath  he  should  support  the  just  cause  of 
the  Irish  Catholics. 

Dr.  Duigenan  rose,  and  said,  that  he  wai 
authorised  in  stating  the  principles  of 
the  Catholics  from  the  books  which 
they  themselves  had  published,  and  con- 
sidered of  absolute  authority*  Befoits 
he  read  any  extracts  from  them,  ha 
should  state  the  oath  which  was  taken  by 
every  Catholic  bishop  and  priest,  and  then 
should  leave  it  to  the  House  to  judge  who* 
ther  persons  who  professed  principles  such 
as  were  contained  in  the  oaths,  ought  not 
to  be  looked  oa  mtk  a  sotpicioua  eye  bif 
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a  Protestant  government.  The  bithofM 
swore  that  they  would  be  faith fui  and 
ebedient  to  the  See  of  St.  Peter,  and  to 
their  loni  the  Pope.  They  alto  swore  to 
observe  the  decrees  of  the  councils  of  the 
Roman  church,  and  to  resist  and  persecute 
heretics  and  schismatics.  The  Romish 
priest,  too,  swore  obedience  to  the  holy 
mother  church  and  respect  to  the  coun- 
cils of  the  fathers.  Besides  those  oaths 
and  those  doctrines  which  they  #ere  thus 
sworn  to  support,  he  must  also  take  notice 
of  the  concordat  concluded  between  Buo- 
naparte and  the  Pope.  The  fact  was,  that 
there  was  no  sect  so  intolerant  as  the 
Roman  Catholics  when  they  had  power, 
but  now  that  they  had  not  political  power 
they  made  an  outcry  for  toleration.  What 
toleration  was  it  they  wanted  ?  Had  not 
not  they  their  property  protected,  had 
not  they  their  lives  ?  (hear  !)  They  were 
not  impeded  in  the  exercise  of  their  reli- 
gion, although  whenever  they  had  power, 
they  had  so  often  whelmed  the  world  in 
blood.  Buonaparte,  however,  was  too 
wise  to  leave  those  people  quite  uncon- 
trottled  in  his  country.  He  saw  that  it  was 
necessary  for  him  to  put  himself  at  the 
head  of  his  clergy  ;  and  yet  in  this  country 
the  Catholics  who  now  petitioned  for  po- 
litical power  were  not  ready  even  to  allow 
the  crown  a  Veto  on  the  appointment 
of  Catholic  bishops. 

As  to  the  argument  which  had  been 
drawn  from  what  was  done  in  foreign 
countries,  it  must  be  recollected,  that  ail 
the  Catholic  states  in  Europe  were  des- 
potic, and  therefore  it  by  no  means  fol- 
lowed from  any  example  which  could  be 
drawn  from  them,  that  Catholics  were  fit 
to  be  a  competent  part  of  a .  Protestant 
legislature.  Although  the  pope  had  lost 
his  temporal  possessions,  his  spiritual 
powers  remained  as  great  as  at  any 
tbrmer  time,  and  were  as  fiilly  acknow- 
ledged by  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.  A 
great  stress  had  been  laid  on  the  Answers 
of  the  foreign  universities,  upon  a  point  of 
the  doctrine  of  the  Catholic  church.  He 
did  not,  however,  attach  mach  weight  to 
those  answers  when  they  were  contrary 
to  the  recorded  articles  of  the  Catholic 
fiuth.  He  recollected  how  often  history 
had  spoken  of  the  opinions  of  universities 
obtained  by  bribery.  When  Henry  the 
8th  wished  to  marry  his  brothel's  wife, 
half  the  universities  of  Europe  declared 
that  it  was  lawful,  and  the  other  half  de- 
clared that  it  was  not  lawful.  The  secret, 
however,  was  »t'length  discovMod ;  ferit 


appeared,  that  king  Henry  had  bribed 
one  half  of  them,  and  the  emperor  bad 
bribed  the  other  half.    As  to  the  nom* 
her  at  which  the  Irish  Catholics   wore 
stated,  he  was  convinced  that  it  vrsm  a 
great  exaggeration.  The  whole  population 
of  Ireland  did  not  exceed  three  millioBs 
and  an  half;  and  one  million  and  an  half 
of  those  were  not  Catholics.    When  be 
said  the  population  did  not  exoaed  three 
millions  «id  an  half,  he  went  on  acUial 
calculation,  and  not  on   that  bonsicing 
bravado  supposition,  which  added  every 
vear  half  a  million  to  the  population  of 
Ireland.    About  SO  years  a^  a  calcula- 
tion had  been  made  by  Mr.  nushe,  of  the 
population  of  Ireland,  and  it  was  then  said 
to  amount  to  four  millions.     But  the  prin- 
ciple that  Mr*  Bushe  went  on  was,  that 
there  were  700/XK>  houses  paying  the 
hearth  tax,  which  on  the  supposition  of  six 
to  a  house,  would  give  above  4  milli<His. 
But  the  fact  was,  that  this  calculatioo  was 
too  high;  for  instead,  of  six  to  a  hoase,  it 
had  appeared,  from  actual  numbering, that 
five,  or  five  and  a  quarter  to  a  bouse  was 
the  proper  calculation,  which  would  bring 
down  the  population  to  three  millions  and 
an  half,  of  which  he  did  not  believe  that 
more  than  two  millions  were  Catholics. 
How  did  the  Catholics  stand  as  to  pro- 
perty ?  Forty  nine  parts  out  of  fifty  of  the 
landed  property  belonged  to  Protestants, 
and  so  did  at  least  nine  tenths  of  the  per- 
sonal property.    It  was  not,  then,  the 
Catholica  that  paid  the  taxes  in  Ireland, 
it  was  the  Protestants.    As  to  the  Catho- 
lic soldiers,  he  had  ilo  doubt  but  that  they 
behaved  as  bravelv  as  other  soldiers,  bat 
he  did  not  think  there  was  any  particular 
merit  fin  their  enlisting  for  a  boomj. 
Nobody  could  suppose  that  it  was  for  love 
of  glor^,  or  the  good  of  the  country,  or 
an;^  thing  else  but  the  enlisting  money 
which  tempted  them  to  go  into  the  army. 
As  to  the  Irish  oflBcers,  he  did  not  believe 
that  one  out  of  a  hundred  was  a  Catholic* 
or  one  out  of  ten  in  the  militia ;  and  it 
must  be  recollected  that  of  the  Irisbmea 
in  the  army  and  navy  a  very  great  pro* 
portion  were  Protestants.    It  therefore  ap* 
peered  lo  him  that  the  Catholics  had  no 
right  to  claim  such  extraordinary  merit 
for  their  aarvioes  in  the  army  and  navy. 
~Dr.  Trojr,  the  Catholic  bishop  of  Dabhn. 
had  statedf  in  a  pamphlet  that  the  su- 
premacy of  the  pope  was  the  hood  of  Ca* 
thotic  UDity.    As  the  sopremacy  of  the 
pope  was  therefbie  an  article  of  Csith, 
they  did  not  tantoalotaka  iba  oatbof 
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sopremacy,  ahboagh  he  ia)>poMd  that 
tbey  would  not  hesitate  at  taking  any. 
ocher  sort  of  oath.  It  was  a  doctrine  of 
their  religion  that  oaths  taken  with  here- 
tics were  absolutely  null  and  void.  (No, 
no,  from  many  members).  He  should  say, 
Yes,  yes;  it  was  a  doctrine  of  their  belief, 
and  he  did  not  doubt  but  that  it  would  in 
many  cases  be  the  rule  of  their  conduct. 
Dr.  Miiner  himself  had  stated  that  oaths 
were  to  be  judged  of  by  expediency;  and 
for  simply  quoting  this  from  bis  book  last 
year,  he  had  been  grievously  abused. 
The  right  hon.  mover  waswentirely  incor- 
rect in  stating  that  the  Irish  brigades  had 
been  formed  by  persecution  of  the  Irish 
Catholics.  After  the  capitulation  of  Lime- 
rick, five  or  six  thouitsnd  men  chose  to  go ' 
over  to  France,  notwithstanding  king  Wil- 
liam wished  ^ery  much  to  retain  them  at 
home;  and  even  promised  them  that  if 
they  decidedly  pieferred  the  military  life, 
although  be  could  not  employ  them  him- 
self, yet  ho  would  get  them  employment 
in  the  service  of  some  of  his  allies.  They, 
however,  chose  the  service  of  France,  and 
by  the  accession  of  their  friends  and  con- 
nexions in  Ireland,  the  number  was  kept 
ip  until  the  French  Revolution.  At  the 
meeting  of  the  county  of  Tipperary,  which 
was  stated  to  come  from  all  descriptions 
of  persons,  he  was  informed  that  very  few 
Protestants  were  present — He  then  de- 
scribed the  persons  from  whom  the 
petition  originated  as  composed  of  a 
few  yoang  barristers  not  much  trou- 
bled with  profeseional  business,  and 
many  other  persons  of  a  fow  descrip- 
tion in  society.  Mr.  Finnerty,  who  had 
made  himself  an  orator  in  Gale  Jones's 
forum,  went  over  to  Dublin,  and  imme- 
diately became  a  great  man  among  them. 
It  was  he  who  advised  them  to  petition  not 
only  for  Catholic  emancipation,  but  for 
rtfbrm,  abolition  of  tythes,  and  every 
thing  else.  The  learaed  doctor  concluded 
his  speech  by  reading  very  long  extracts 
from  speeches  of  the  Catholics,  and  their 
pamphlets,  in  order  to  shew  that  they 
were  inimical  to  the  established  Protestant 
government  of  this  country. 

General  Mtahew,  in  explanation,  said 
that  the  meeting  at  which  the  petition 
that  he  had  presented  was  sigpied,  waa 
convened  by  the  magistrates  of  the  eoimty, 
was  attended  by  the  two  representatives 
of  that  coimty,  and  several  thousands  of 
the  most  respectable  inhabitants;  and  that 
a  noble  lord  who  presided  on  that  occa- 
aion,  had  a  landed  property  of  M«OM/. 
per  annuGu  in  that  county. 
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Locd  Joeefyn  was  of  opinion,  that  even 
if  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  were 
granted,  it  would  not  tend  to  suppress  that 
disunion  which  marred  the  fairest  pros- 
pects of  Ireland  ;  and  he  was  of  the  same 
opinion  he  had  delivered  upon  a  former 
occasion,  because  the  same  objections  he 
had  then  still  applied  to  the  petitions  oir 
the  table  of  that  House.  He  attributed 
much  of  the  discontent  that  prevailed  in 
Ireland  and  most  of  their  calamities,  to  the 
non-residence  of  the  men  of  property 
among  their  tenants.  These  grievances 
existed  twenty  seven  years  before  the 
Union,  and  were  not  attributable  to  thai 
measure.  But  until  he  should  see  a  peti- 
tion founded  on  an  unqualified  basis  of  an 
uncontrouled  Veto  in  the  King,  he  should 
give  his  negative  to  going  into  a  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Bankes  thought  the  noble  lord  had 
taken  a  proper  opportunity  to  lay  before 
the  House  those  grievances  which  he  con- 
ceived Ireland  laboured  under.  He  was 
much  of  the  same  opinion ;  nothing  con- 
vinced him  more  strongly  that  the  Union 
was  not  a  wise  measure ;  and  the  oftener 
the  question  came  before  him,  the  more 
he  was  confirmed  in  his  opinion.  If  what 
the  Roman  Catholics  asked  waa  proper  to 
be  conceded  to  them,  it  should  be  given,  not 
on  account  of  their  numbers,  but  of  the 
justice  of  their  demand — ^if  not  nseiiil  ttt 
be  granted,  the  House  ought  not  to  be 
afraid  to  refuse  it.  They  were  not  to  be 
intimidated  into  it  by  numbers.  He  saw 
no  backwardness  in  the  popolation  of  that 
country  to  engage  in  the  army,  nor  any 
disposition  to  withhold  themselves  from 
embarking  faithfully  and  heartily  in  the 
cause  of  their  country.  There  was  no 
pretence,  however,  for  sayine  that  the 
Roman  Catholics  in  Ireland  did  not  enjoT 
a  full  and  complete  toleration ;  and  in  his 
opinion  it  was  of  little  consequence  to  the 
bulk  and  mass  of  the  population  of  that 
country,  whether  it  was  extended  further 
or  not.  At  the  same  time  he  wished  somfr 
middle  course  could  be  taken  whi'c^  would 
ameliorate  their  condition,  and  latiafy 
their  wishes. 

Mr.  Tighe  thought  that  no  prince  had  • 
right  to  power  with  respect  to  a  church, 
unless  he  nad  granted  temporalities  to  that 
church.  Mr.  Pitt  had  introduced,  it  was 
true,  the  requisition  of  a  veto ;  but  he  had 
it  in  cofitemplation,  when  he  did  so,  to 
give  a  maintenance  to  the  Catholic  clergy. 
This  vras  no  narrow  sectarian  question.  It 
waa  the  Irish  nation  which  petitioned  the 
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House.  The  Irish  nation  had  been  tob- 
daed  by  the  English;  at  first  the, distinc- 
tion was  between  the  two  nations ;  subse- 
qaently,  when  they  were  a  little  blended, 
it  was  charged  to  the  people  within  and 
without  the  pale.  At  length  it  was  Ca- 
tholic and  Protestant  that  were  opposed  ; 
still  it  was  the  Englishman  or  the  English 
settler  againU  the  native  Irishman,  and 
the  latter  had  never  ceased  to  petition 
since  the  reign  of  Henry  2,  to  be  restored 
to  the  rights  which  had  been  wrested  from 
him.  A  reference  to  the  excellent  work 
of  sir  John  Davis,  would  sufficiently  esta- 
blish the  facts  he  had  asserted, 

Mr.  C  Adams  thought  the  question  was, 
whether  we  were  to  have  a  Protestant 
establishment  ?  He  had  maturely  thought 
on  the  subject,  and  was  by  no  means  con- 
vinced that  we  should  have  a  Protestant 
establishment  if  the  Roman  Catholics  had 
what  they  wanted.  It  was  denied  that 
they  practised  idolatry;  yet  they  pro- 
fessed the  worshipping  of  Saints,  wnich 
was  recognised  as  part  of  their  religion. 
He  detested  persecution  as  much  as  any 
man.  He  Kked  toleration;  but  still  be 
wished  to  have  it  toleration^  and  not  to 
have  it  right. 

Mr.  PoMonby  did  not  wish  in  this  late 
itage  of  the  debate  to  trespass  on  the  pa- 
tience of  the  House,  but  there  had  been 
some  observations  made  in  the  course  of 
It,  which  he  could  not  let  pass  without  com« 
ment.  An  hon.  gentleman  had  asked, 
how  we  could  be  sure  that,  if  the  present 
demands  of  the  Catholics  were  granted, 
they  would  stop  there,  or  at  any  thing 
short  of  the  subversion  of  the  Established 
Church.  The  partial  demonstrations  ef 
hostility  on  the  part  of  the  Catholics, 
which  bad  excited  these  apprehensions  in 
the  hon.  gentleman,  or  aflbrded  him  a 
pretext  for  the  pressing  them,  he  would 
find  sufficient,  and  more  than  sufficient 
cause  for,  in  the  unnatural  situation  in 
which  the  whole  Catholic  body  was  placed, 
and  more  especially  such  a  part  of  it  as 
was  placed  more  near  the  grateful  liquid 
that  receded  in  proportion  as  the  thirst 
that  sought  to  be  slaked  by  it  became 
■lore  ar&nL  What,  for  instance,  was  the 
situation  of  the  Catholic  barrister  ?  The 
possessor  of  talents,  which  erery  day  ex- 
cited the  admiration  of  his  fellow  citizens, 
nod  seemed  to  qualify  him  for  any  em* 
ploymeot  in  the  state  ?    The  moment  he 

aieoed  the  statute  book  he  would  find  that 
\  his  exertions  were  insufficient  to  pro- 
««rv  bim  any  of  those  offices  in  which, 
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while  he  served  his  country,  he  woold 
reap  the  more  appropriate  reward  of  m 
high  and  generous  spirit.  Would  sa<:h  si 
check  to  his  fair  and  laudable  ambition 
be  deemed  an  unreasonable  cause  for  di»' 
content  towards  the  government  that  im- 
posed, or  at  least  would  not  remore  it  ? 
The  condition  of  the  soldier  was  the  same. 
He  was  permitted  to  enter  the  army,  to 
be  as  lavish  as  he  pleased  of  his  blood  in 
protecting  the  interests  of  the  country, 
but  as  soon  as  his  valour  and  his  skill  had 
been  displayed  in  such  a  manner  as  would 
prove  him  qualtfkd  for  command,  then  be 
was  to  be  told  that  no  exercise  of  sncb 
qualities  could  be  of  any  avail  as  to  hit 
own  interests,  for  the  law  opposed  his  fur- 
ther progress  in  the  career  of  honour. 
What  was  then  to  become  of  that  noble 
emulation  which  fired  him,  while  there 
was  a  rival  he  might  never  hope  to  out- 
strip ?  What  would  be  said  to  any  hir 
claim  to  promotion  that  might  be  brsogfat 
forward  on  behalf  of  colonel  Keating,  the 
gallant  officer,  who  the  other  day  wis  the 
chief  instrument  by  which  we  obtained 
an  addition  to  our  territories  of  very  con* 
siderable  value?  Why,  the  law  would 
tell  him,  that  if  he  continued  to  labour  in 
his  country's  service,  he  must  do  so  from  a 
pure  disinterested  spirit  of  patriotism,  for 
that  the  excitements  by  which  that  of 
others  were  aided,  were  not  for  him  to 
contemplate.  And  yet  it  would  be  deem- 
ed matter  of  surprise  if  the  name  of  that 
gallant  officer  was  found  to  a  petition, 
praying  relief  from  those  disabilities  by 
which  he  must  be  so  sorely  galled.  Was 
it  not  cruel?  was  it  not  impolitic  to 
arouse  and  set  in  motion  the  passions  of 
men,  for  no  other  purpose  but  to  oppose 
obstacles  to  their  gratification  ? 

The  hon.  gentleman  near  him  had  ob- 
served, that  Uie  Irish  peasant  could  not  be 
afifected  by  the  rejection  of  the  petition. 
In  stating  this,  the  hon.  gentleman  bed 
betrayed  his  ip;norance  of  the  Irish  che-> 
racter»the  Irish  peasant  possessed  a  noble 
spirit;  his  mind  could  easily  rise  from  thsi 
abject  poverty  in  which  he  was  doomed  to 
linger  out  his  existence,  to  the  contemple* 
tfon  of  aught  by  which  his  country  wee 
exalted,  and  he  could  forget  for  a  season  hie 
private  ills  in  the  gratified  feelings  of  th« 
patrioL  Moreover,  was  it  not  one  of  the 
blessinffs  of  the  constitution,  under  the 
protection  of  which  we  had  the  happineaa 
to  live,  that  it  enabled  the  lowest  indivi* 
dual  in  the  tommunity  to  rise  to  the  high- 
est honours  and  efflolomenta  of  the  state  I 
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But  «Teo  wer«  th«  door  barred  agaiiut 
hioiieir^  was  it  to  be  supposed  that  the 
Irish  peaaaat  felt  no  sympathy  with  his 
countrymen  in  the  higher  classes  of  life  ? 
If  the  whole  body  of  the  English  aristo- 
cracy laboured  under  a  privation  of  their 
jightu,  such  as  was  now  complained  of» 
was  it  to  be  supposed  that  the  English 
commonalty  would  feel  no  disgrace  there* 
hy  reflected  on  themselves?  Or  was  it  to 
be  supposed  that  the  persons  more  imme- 
diately within  the  reach  of  the  griefance» 
would  abstain  from  the  exercise  of  every 
legitimate  measure  in  order  to  remove  it? 
The  Irish  people  were  quick  in  feeling ; 
ibev  never  for  a  moment  were  insensible 
to  the  insult  that  was  annually  offered  to 
them»  and  there  could  be  no  doubt  that 
they  never  would  sit  down  contented  with 
the  degraded  stale  that  was  deemed  suit- 
able for  them.  The  hon.  and  learned 
jdoctor   had  read  some   extracts  from  a 

famphlet  by  a  Catholic  writer,  in  which 
is  conduct  had  been  condemned;  but 
that  hon.  and  learned  doctor  knew  little  of 
bim  if  he  supposed  the  principle  upon 
which  he  advocated  the  cause  of  his  Ca- 
tholic countrymen  could  be  shaken  by  the 
animadversions  of  one  Catholic,  or  of  the 
whole  body.  Were  the  whole  body  to 
unite  in  upbraiding  him,  his  only  answer 
would  be,  renewed  exertions  in  the  sop- 
port  ef  their  cause,  which  he  was  con- 
jcious  was  as  much  the  cause  of  the  Pro- 
testants of  the  country  at  large  as  it  was 
theirs.  The  right  hon.  doctor  was  de- 
ceiving himself  in  supposing  that  he  could 
atop  the  native  current  of  hunun  al&irs, 
in  the  course  of  which,  whether  the  peti- 
tion were  refused  this  year  or  the  next,  it 
must  be  ultimately  acquiesced  in.  With 
respect  to  what  had  been  said  as  to  the 
danger  resulting  to  the  Established  Church, 
he  was  of  opinion  that  the  onus  probandi 
lay  with  those  who  raised  the  outcry ;  but 
he  bad  not  observed  that  any  steps  had 
been  as  yet  taken  to  describe  the  manner 
in  which  the  Catholics  would  act.  in  order 
to  accomplish  the  designs  imputed  to 
them.  Was  it  by  force  ?  they  could  now 
resort  to  that  as  well  as  if  they  were  in 
full  possession  of  the  rights  for  which  they 
sued  ;  or  was  it  by  influence,  openly  and 
legitimately  exercised  ?  It  could  be  ex- 
orcised only  in  parliament;  and  he  would 
ask,  whether  it  would  not  be  much  more 
than  balanced,  although  the  whole  of  the 
hundred  Irish  members  in  that  House  were 
Catholics?  or  would  they  have  recourse 
to  intrigue  and  cabal  to  obtain  their  end  ? 
(VOL.  3^X0 


MatSIj  1811. 


[41* 


The  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer himself  was  possessed  pf  as  much 
of  such  influence  as  could  be  employed  in 
that  vray  as  could  be  ever  brought  to  bear 
in  the  way  it  was  apprehended^  and  he 
would  appeal  to  him,  if  he  were  inclined 
to  make  an  undue  use  of  it,  whether  any 
attempt  of  the  kind  would  not  be  perfect^ 
ly  useless  ?  Really^  it  was  only  necessary 
to  state  such  things  as  those  to  which  he 
had  adverted,  to  shew  their  moustrbua 
absurdity,  and  it  would  be  matter  of 
wonder  to  future  ages  that  it  was  neces- 
sary for  a  member  of  the  British  parlia* 
meut  to  urge  them.  For  his  part,  he 
should  be  unwilling  to  charge  any  body 
of  nen  with  the  designs  supposed  to  be 
harboured  by  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  and 
he  would  take  leave  to  say  that  they  were 
as  incapable  of  harbouring  them  as  th^ 
Protestants  of  England. 

Mr.  IV.  Smith  saici,  it  had  been  anked« 
if  this  measure  was  extended  to  tha 
Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  would  it  not 
be  expected  that  it  should  go  to  the 
diflerent  sectaries  in  England  also?  He 
did  not  know  what  was  expected,  but 
he  could  say  that  in  his  opinion  it  ought 
to  extend  to  all.  The  right  of  sitting  ii| 
that  House  was  all  the  privilege  they  en- 
joyed more  than  the  Catholics ;  and  during 
the  years  he  bad  been  a  men^ber,  be  coula 
not  have  held  a  situation  of  the  most 
trifling  kind  under  the  crown,  without 
transgressing  the  law  of  the  land,  four 
which  he  must  be  punished,  were  it  not 
for  the  annual  Indemnity  Bill.  All  the 
evils  of  which  we  had  to  complain  arose 
from  the  absurd  notions  of  toleration  and 
indulgence.  He  abhorred  such  terms* 
He  knew  of  nothing  but  religious  liberty, 
which  was  the  right  inherent  in  every 
roan  to  worship  God  in  his  own  mode* 
For  this  he  contended,  and  he  thought  the 
Catholics  were  entitled  to  it  as  well  as 
every  other  sect  of  Christians,  as  a  matter 
of  right. 

1'he  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  observed, 
that  the  hon.  gent,  who  ftpoke  last  had 
revived  the  claim  as  of  right  which  had 
some  time  ago  been  urged  in  the  course  of 
these  discussions,  but  which  had  been 
dropped  on  the  two  last  occasions  when 
this  question  was  agitated,  and  which  had 
not  been  heard  of  to-nieht  till  introduced 
by  the  last  speaker.  He  agreed  so  fully 
in  what  the  right  hon.  gent,  who  spoke 
last  but  one  had  said  respecting  the  length 
of  the  discussion,  that  he  should  not  hav« 
offered  himself  to  the  attention  of  thf 
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House,  if  he  did  not  observe  that  this 
claim  of  right  had  been  so  prominently 
Urged  by  the  hon.  gent,  who  had  just  sat 
down.  That  toleration  might  be  claimed 
as  a  right  he  did  not  mean  to  dispute  ;  but 
that  there  would  be  any  right  to  political 
power  in  conseqnence,  was  a  proposition 
he  should  contend  against  to  the  utmost. 
Political  power  was  not  the  right  of  .an 
individual,  it  was  a  trust  to  the  individual 
for  the  interests  of  the  whole.  That 
power,  he  thought,  if  granted,  woulu  na- 
turally be  applied  to  the  desti\iction  of 
the  Established  Church.  He  had  never 
rested  the  denial  of  the  Catholic  claims 
upon  a  question  of  character,  for  he  would 
mllow,  that  when  the  Irish  soldiers  or 
tailors  were  called  into  action,  they  proved 
themselves  to  possess  all  the  strength  of 
which  the  human  mind  or  the^  human 
body  was  capable.  It  had  been  said,  that 
to  refuse  those  claims  was  contrary  to  the 
canon  of  the  Almighty  ;  if  so,  he  did  not 
see  upon  what  ground  the  Catholics  could 
be  refused,  if  they  were  to  apply  for  a 
participation  of  tythes,  and  a  proportioning 
of  the  division  according  to  their  numbers. 
It  was  not  upon  the  ground  that  the  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland  were  more  rebellions 
•ubjects  than  any  other  that  he  would 
resist  the  motion,  but  upon  the  ground 
that  the  church  establishment  should  be 
maintained  in  the  whole  kingdom,  and  not 
be  endangered  in  any  part  of  it.  It  had 
been  asked,  how  this  evil  could  happen, 
whether  by  force  or  by  influence ;  he 
would  say,  that  it  might  happen  in  conse- 
quence of  the  course  in  which  the  hon. 
gentlemen,  on  the  other  side,  were  pro- 
ceeding when  they  sat  in  the  situation 
which  he  and  his  colleagues  at  present 
filled,  by  granting  gradually  until  all  was 
given  away.  Those  gentlemen  who  had 
tpoken  so  much  of  the  Irish  were  not  in- 
Yallible.  Dr.  Milner  had  been  the  god  of 
their  idolatry.  He  soon  became  quite 
the  contrary.  The  same  thinp  happened 
in  their  declarations  on  the  Veto.  The 
Irish  now  vtould  allow  it,  and  now  they 
%vo;iid  not.  All  this  ought  to  generate 
ioiiie  distiQSt  in  their  knowledtje.  He 
lovtd  Chriiiian  lolerauon,  not  the  tolera- 
tion of  piiiiosoph y.  The  French  tolerating 
phiio^iophers  Here  atrocious  persecutors, 
and  they  overturned  all  establishments. 
lie  thought  that  the  more  any  great  secta 
Were  brought  to  an  equality  of  rights  and 
honours,  the  nearer  they  were  to  a  struggle. 
They  ought  !o  have  suliordinatlon,  to  have 
peact.     it  was  aotkto.  ba  aupposed  tbat 


the  Catholic  Petition  was  teore  agreeable 
to  the  nation  because  the  public  voice  wa» 
less  loud  against  it  than  formerly.  The 
reason  was,  the  public  fear  was  less  active* 
When  at  a  late  period,  dapgerous  mea- 
sures were  urged  by  the  legislature,  tht 
cry  of  the  nation  rose  against  them.  The 
origin  of  that  cry  was  imputed  to  his  ar* 
tifice ;  but  the  cry  exhibited  the  feeling 
which  would  be  roused  again  the  first 
moment  that  the  danger  seemed  probable. 
If  he  had  not  misunderstood  the  right  hon. 
gent,  opposite  (Mr.Ponsonby)on  a  former 
occasion,  when  this  question  was  agitated, 
he  then  declared  that  he  would  not  have 
supported  it  but  for  the  Veto.*  Now,  he 
did  not  hear  a  word  of  the  Veto,  and  this 
was  of  itself  a  sufficient  reason  for  him, 
(Mr.  Perceval)  to  oppose  the  motion, 
though  he  confessed  he  did  notdo  so  solely 
on  this  account. 

Mr.  Wkubread  rose,  and  called  on  the 
right  hon.  gent,  who  was  a  friend  to 
Christian  toleration,  and  an  admirer  of  the 
Gospel  of  Christ,  to  open  that  Gospel,  and 
shew  him  where  he  could  find  the  Church 
and  State  united  together,  and  where  he 
could  find,  though  tithes  were  created  by 
men,  that  they  were  designated  by  God, 
as  the  engine  of  political  aggrandizement, 
or  of  individual  or  national  oppression  \ 
The  right  hon.  gent,  denied  philosophical 
toleration;  Socrates  was  a  philosopher, 
and  Christ  himself  was  the  greatest  philo« 
sopher  that  ever  lived.  Did  the  right  ho.n. 
gent,  recollect  that  these  statutes  against 
Popery  were  the  emanations  of  perjury 
and  lies — just  like  the  cry  raised  by  him* 
self  in  1807— just  like  lord  George  Gordon's 
riots  in  the  yeaf  17  to,  the  right  hon.  gent, 
himself  being  now  at  the  head  of  that  or 
of  a  similar  mob.  The  learned  doctor 
Duigenan,  whom  all  deserted  when  his  no- 
mination as  a  privy  counsellor  was  called 
in  question,  must  be  declared  by  accla- 
mation to  be  the  privy  counsellor  chosen 
by  the  right  hon.  gent,  himself.  That 
right  hon.  and  learned  Doctor  had  made  a 
most  illiberal  attack  on  Mr.  Finnerty,  de- 
scribing him  as  a  person  who  had  been  a 
journeyman  taylor.  He  (Mr.  VVhitbr^ad) 
had  no  noble  parentage  to  boast  of,  but 
he  never  despised  an  honest  or  merito- 
rious man  on  that  account.  He  would 
remind  the  right  hon.  and  learned  doctor, 
of  a  story  which  had  probably  escaped 
I* his  recollection.  It  havrng  been  men* 
tioned  as  a  matter  of  disparagement  to  a 
{>er5Dn  who  had  amassed  a  fortune, and  got 
into  a  genteel  line  of  life,  that  he  had  at 
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one  time  been  Boots,  as  it  is  called,  at  an 
inn ;  the  person  in  reply  confessed,  "  It 
is  trae,  I  once  was  Boots  at  that  inn,  and 
now  I  am  what  you  see  me  ;  but  if  you 
had  ever  been  Boots  there,  you  would  have 
been  so  still."  The  hon.  gentleman  pro- 
ceeded to  allude  to  the  gallant  exploits  of 
lord  Wellington,  general  Beresford,  and 
general  Pack,  and  a^ed  ought  the  country 
to  have  been  deprived  of  their  services, 
Ihey  being  Irishmen,  if  they  happened  to 
be  Catholics,  because  they  believed  in 
transubstantiation  ?  Or  if  they  were  now 
to  become  converts  to  that  belief,  ought 
tbey  on  that  account,  to  be  dismissed 
the  service  ?  The  case  was  an  extreme 
•ne ;  but  still  it  was  exactly  in  point,  and 
the  right  hon.  gent,  drove  him  to  it. 

Had  the  right  hon.  gent,  considered  the 
nature  of  bis  Militia  interchange  plan* 
when  be  censured  his  noble  friend  (earl 
Grey's)  measure  in  favour  of  the  Catho- 
lics ?  What  was  that  measure  ?  The  open- 
ing of  certain  situations  in  the  army  to 
Catholic  officers.  Why,  by  this  inter- 
change you  brought  Catholic  soldiers, 
commanded  by  Catholic  officers,  to  de- 
fend these  realms!  This  was  lord  Ho- 
wick's  measure  on  a  scale  ten  times  more 
extensive.  And  w^as  it  this,  then,  that 
•ndanffered  the  Church  ?  Was  this  the 
ground  on  which  the  cry  of  No  Popery 
was  raised  ?  But  the  matter  did  noi  rest 
here.  The  casualties  of  the  army  at  the 
lowest  computation  amounted  to  ^V,();.)0 — 
(would  to  God  they  were  not  more) — and 
your  ordinary  recruiting  furnished  only 
9,000 — you  were  forced  to  have  recourse 
to  volunteering  from  the  Militia,  'i'he 
Catholic  soldier  would  not  go  without  the 
Catholic  officer.  The  officer,  therefore, 
must  be  permitted  to  go;  and  here  would 
lord  Ho  wick's  measure  be  completed. 
These  inconsistencies  could  be  accounted 
for  only  upon  the  supposition  that  on  this 
subject  the  right  hon.  gent.,  ingenious  and 
acute  as  he  was,  entertained  prejudices  so 
gross,  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  see 
any  thing  clearly  through  their  mist. 
But  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  intolerance 
bad  injured  the  recruiting  service.  For 
these  three  years  past  the  Catholics  had 
not  enlisted.  The  priests  had  prevented 
them,  and  no  wonder.  Give  back,  then, 
their  privileges  to  the  Catholics,  for  they 
had  them  before.  Give  them  by  degrees^ 
or,  if  you  do  not,  the  time  will  come  when 
they  must  be  given  at  once— and  that 
once  nay  be  a  season  of  serious  convul- 
sion io  the  stale.    The  right  hon.  gent. 


took  it  for  granted,  that  the  Cburob  was 
the  greatest  of  blessings,  and  yet  he  had 
admitted  tythes  to  be  a  grievance  in  Ire* 
land,  which,  if  possible,  it  would  be  high* 
ly  desirable  to  get  rid  of.  But  his  objec- 
tion to  the  consideration  of  the  Petitions 
was,  that  the  Catholics  having  got  that 
length,  would  immediately  endeavour  to 
abolish  the  tyihes.  lie  wished  they  were 
abolished  in  Ireland.  It  would  he  a  great 
good  to  Protestant  as  well  as  Catholic' 
The  Church  which,  be  it  recollected,  was 
a  human  arrangement,  not  one  made  by 
Him  who  came  from  heaven,  would'then 
have  its  property  in  land.  The  plan  of 
commutation  of  tythes  for  land  had  been 
carried  a  certain  way  in  this  country  ;  and 
both  parties  could  hardly  fail  to  make  a 
good  bargain.  He  was  sorry  to  hear,  that 
the  Church  had,  of  late  opposed  that  com- 
mutation. But  why  did  the  right  hon. 
gent  set  up  against  this  motion  a  bugbeak* 
— an  alarm  ofdoing  that  which  would  do 
so  much  good  to  the  Protestant  and  Ca- 
tholic peasant?  All  this  time  they  talked 
of  the  Church  as  perfect— zealous  in  the 
discharge  of  its  duties — without  spot  or 
blame.  Was  that  the  case  ?  Where  the 
Church  failed,  he  was  glad  to  see  sectaries 
rise.  It  was  of  the  last  importance  that 
the  minds  of  the  people  should  be  furnish- 
ed with  religious  instruction.  The  wor- 
ship of  God  ought  not  to  be  neglected^ 
because  churchmen  did  not  do  their  duty. 
Where  the  Church  lost,  it  was  fortunate 
for  the  community  that  the  sectary  gained ; 
and  if  the  Church  was  negligent  in  Ire- 
land, why  should  not  the  Catholic  gain? 

Adverting  to  the  good  effect  that  had 
resulted  from  the  defeatof  lord  Sidmouth'i 
Bill,  by  the  united  opposition  of  the  Dis- 
senters, the  hon.  gent,  observed,  that 
before  he  complimented  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  upon  his  conduct  ia 
that  matter,  he  would  have  been  sure  that 
he  deserved  it.  He  did  not  know  that  the 
right  hon.  gent,  had  been  hostile  to  that 
I  measure.  But  whether  hostile  or  not,  the 
opposition  to  it  was  such,  that  no  minister 
could  have  carried  it.  The  Catholics 
came  in  the  same  manner— they  prayed 
for  these  privileges — they  had  said  that 
their  sovereign  had  been  gracious  to  them 
^-that  he  had  conferred  many  favours  on 
them.  An  hon.  friend  of  his  had  endea- 
voured to  illustrate  the  bad  effecu  that 
would  result  from  this  measure,  by  citing 
from  history  the  efforts  of  the  Roman  pie- 
bians  to  render  themselves  equally  admis- 
sible to  the  higher  offices  of  the  state  witb 
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the  patricians.  He  had  expected  to  hear 
Ibis  followed  up  by  a  statement,  that  when 
the  plebeians  had  succeeded,  they  poured 
into  these  oflices  as  the  Roman  Catholics, 
it  was  presumed,  would  pour  into  this 
House.  But  what  was  the  fact?  Why, 
that  none  of  the  plebeians  were  elected  for 
some  years.  But  it  had  been  stated,  that 
his  friends  had  themselves  held  oat  that 
these  claims  ought  not  to  be  considered, 
without  the  admission  of  the  veto.  They 
had  said  no  such  thing.  The  cause  had 
been  pleaded  by  Mr.  Fox,  who  said  no- 
thing of  this  veto.  His  right  hon.  frietid 
*(Mr.  Grattan)  had  afterwards  said  that  he 
had  authority  to  concede  it,  and  With  this 
lie  was  now  taunted.  Why,  he  thought 
lie  had  authority — he  thought  Dr.  Mitner 
one  worthy  of  trust,  because  be  was  a  inan 
lield  in  general  esteem.  What  Dr.  Milner 
now  appeared  to  be  all  most  know.  His 
^ight  hon.  friend  had  been  deceived';  but 
lie  had  rather  be  the  deceived  than  the 
deceiver.  It  had  also  been  urged  that 
thh  would  increase  the  influence  of  Buo- 
naparte. How  f  He  had  the  pope  in  his 
power  indeed  ;  but  would  the  Irish  Ca- 
tholrcs  be  less  inclined  to  foreign  influence 
with  their  grievances  existing  than  they 
Wotfld  be  if  they  wer#  removed.?  Or  Was 
Hot  the  removal  of  grievances  the  only  ef- 
fectual way  to  counteract  that  influence? 
Had  the  Pope  prevented  Spain  and  Por- 
"l<rga<  from  resisting  Buonaparte?  The 
"Caoe  was  so  clear  that  one  would  think  it 
impossible  that  the  House  should  refuse 
tt)  go  into  the  Committee.  And  yet  he 
'  thought  it  would  refuse.  But  the  Catho- 
lics would  have  this  consolation,  that  of 
all  the  men  who  had  held  high  situations 
for  some  time  past,  the  right  hon.  cent, 
slnd  one  or  two  others,  disciples  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  as  they  said,  but  wandering  far  from 
his  opinions  on  this  sobiect,  were  the  only 
persons  who  said  that  the  Catholic  claims 
ought  never  to  be  granted.  Such  was  the 
conduct  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  who  look- 
ed for  his  rule,  as  well  as  he  (Mr.  Whit- 
bread)  did,  in  the  Gospel.  In  vindication 
of  lords  Grenville  and  Howick,  he  stated 
that  his  noble  friiMids  never  professed  that 
tiie.-'e  claims  ought  to  be  granted  without 
lome  security  for  the  Established  Church 
■^but  what  the  nature  of  that  security 
should  he  was  not  a  matter  of  so  much 
impiirtance.  The  hon.  gent,  concluded 
by  expressing  his  sincere  hope  that  the 
day  would  come  when  the  claims  of  the 
Catholics  would  be  considered,  and  when 
4o  such  infernal  cry  of  *'  ho  Popery'' 


would  be  raised  as  that  which  bad  beea 
excited  three  years  ago. 
,  The  Chancelhr  nf  the  Exdiiquer,  in  e5c« 
planation,  denied  that  he  hid  said  that  the 
people  of  this  country  would  resist  tlie  act 
of  the  legislature,  if  it  should  think  proper 
to  grant  the  claims  of  the  Catholics;  strtl 
more,  that  he  should  encourage  such  re* 
sistance.  With  respect  to  tythes,  whaa 
he  had  said  was,  that  if  the  Catholics 
should  obtain  their  present  claims,  they 
wouhl  then  look  to  a  participation  of  the 
Church  revenues^  whether  consisiieg  of 
tythes  or  of  any  other  property. 

Mr.  iV.  Smi/A  stated,  that  he  bad  jthank« 
ed  the  Chancellor  of  the  Esche^uar,  be* 
cause  he  had  reason  to  know  that  before 
the  declaration  of  the  opinions  of  the  Dis- 
senters upon  iHe  subject,  that  right  hon. 
gent,  had  determined  not  to  sapport  ifae 
Bill  of  the  noble  lord  in  the  other  House. 

Mr.  Wfi'ubi/tad  thought  the  thanks  de- 
se lived,  and  retraeted  what  he  had  before 
said  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Stephen  commented  in  tfev^fe  terms 
upon  Mr.  Whitbread's  sentiinents.  He 
declai-ed  the  toleration,  which  he  had  pa- 
negyrised in  France,  to  he  nothing  but  a 
mixture  of  despotism  and  hypocrisy,  but, 
indeed,  he  believed,  that  there  was  no 
measure  of  Buonaparte's  of  which  the  hon. 
gent,  would  not  be  the  apologist  or  ad* 
vocate.  (A  loud  cry  of  "Order,  take  down 
the  words.'*) 

Mr.  Whutread,  The  words  iropvte  t6 
me  such  a  degree  of  criminality,  that  I 
must  insist  on  their  being  taken  down. 

The  words  were  repeated  to  the  clerir« 
and  taken  down. 

The  Speaker,  The  next  step  is  to  have 
the  words  read,  in  'order  that  the  boo. 
ffentleman  to  whom  they  are  imputed  may^ 
deny  or  justify  them. 

The  words  were  here  read. 

Mr.  Stephen. — I  might  have  ased  the 
words  which  preceded  those,  hot  I  do  not 
recollect  those  which  followed. 

The  Speaker.  The  next  course  is  to  di« 
vide  the  House  on  the  question,  whether 
the  words  have  been  used  or  not.  Does 
the  hon.  member  persist  in  that  determi* 
nation  ? 

Mr.  W^hread,  I  have  considered  that 
as  the  ofience  was  a  public  insult  to  the 
House,  I  ought  to  demand  the  apology 
here  rather  than  elsewhere.  1  am  so  tar 
satisfied,  and  I  do  not  belieTe  that  the  hon* 
member  meant  the  words  in  the  full  ex* 
tent  to  which  they  might  be  imputed. 

Mr.  Su^ken^    I  really  ottered  the  air* 
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prcssion  which  I  did,  hastily,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  irritaiion  of  the  moment,  at, 
as  I  ihought,  the  unfounded  and  anwar- 
rentable  iroputatiou  cast  on  my  right 
boil,  friend. 

Mr.  Wliithread.  Does  the  hon.  member 
mean  to  say,  that  I  am  an  enemy  to  my 
country  ? 

Mr.  Stephen.  Far  from  it;  I  belief e 
the  hon.  gentleman  to  be  as  warm  a  friend 
to  the  country  as  any  man  can  be- 

The  Speaker,  This  business  is  now  at 
an  end. 

The  cry  of  Qimtion  here  becoming 
Very,  genera), 

Mr.  Graiian  rose  and  observed,  that  he 
knew  how  irksome  it  was  to  the  House,  to 
hear  any  further  arguments  at  that  late 
hour,  but  something  had  fallen  from  the 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, which  required  aniraadfersion.  He 
had  said  that  he  (Mr.  Grattan)  had  chang- 
ed his  manner  of  introducing  this  ques- 
tion. It  was  his  doty  to  shew  how  mis- 
taken he  was,  and  that  he  had  utterly  mis- 
represented the  part  which  he  had  taken. 
He  did  not  abandon  the  statement  which 
he  ^hen  made.  He  had  said  that  he  had 
excluded  foreign  nomination  then,  and  that 
he  abandoned  it  at  present.  He  did  not 
abandon  it.  He  said  it  would  be  neces- 
(tary  to  prevent  French  nomination;  but 
that  was  a  matter  of  regulation ;  and  he 
added  that  they  should  not  alone  act 
handsomely  towards  the  Catholics  in  the 
first  place,  but  also  that  they  should  take 
from  them  that  security  which  the  state 
might  require.  He  had  in  this  done  bet- 
ter than  the  right  hOn.  gent,  with  his  de- 
grading concession.  The  right  bon.  gent, 
had  &aid,  that  he  had  once  pronounced  a 
panegyric  on  a  certain  doctor — He  ncter 
had.  He  had  said  that  he  was  our  Ihtle 
deity— He  never  said  any  such  thing. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  said  that  he  (Mr. 
Gratiaii]  undertook  to  speak  the  opinion 
of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.  He  had 
never  said  any  such  thing.  He  had  surely 
•aid  that  he  was  informed  by  Dr.  Milner 
that  fiuch  were  their  opinions,  but  he  never 
undertook  to  promise  for  their  truth. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  had  said  that  he  had 
expressed  himself  to  the  efiect,  that  to  pay 
tythes  to  the  Protestant  clergy  was  against 
the  canon  of  the  Almighty.  He  said  no 
such  thing  He  had  said,  tha»  when  they 
were  taking  from  the  Catholics  their 
tythes,  and  takitii;  away  from  them  their 
qualifications,  thai  that  was  against  the 
CftDon  of  the  Almighty.    Let  them  take 


tythes— »Tery  well,  but  why  also  take  away 
their  civil  qualiBcations  ?  This  was  a  doc- 
trine of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  and 
it  was  an  abominable  doctrine,  though 
he  dared  to'  say  it  was  his  sincere 
faith.  Were  you  to  take  from  a  people 
their  civil  capacity  because  they  paid 
your  church?  This  waa  an  attack  on 
the  righu  of  the  Catholics,  and  went  to 
separate  the  morals  of  religion  from  re- 
ligion itself.  It  wat  of  ihe  utmost  iroporw 
tance  never  to  separate  morals  from  .re» 
ligion.  In  taking  away  from  one-fifth  of 
the  population  of  the  Empire  their  civil 
qualifications,  the  right  hon.  gent,  said  he 
had  no  charge  to  bring  against  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Catholics.  Indeed  !  and  did 
he  profess  that  they  were  eternally  to  He 
under  the  deprivation  of  their  civil  pri- 
vileges, while  no  charge  was  to  be  im- 
puted to  them  ?  He  calls  civil  capacities 
power.  He  ( Mr.  Grattan )  did  not  care  by 
what  name  the  exclusion  went,  it  waa 
enough  that  it  was  an  exclusion  from  the 
state,  from  the  legislature,  and  was  not 
that  an  exclusion  from  civil  capacities  ?  It 
w^H  not  in  the  art  of  a  minister's  declama- 
tion to  alter  the  nature  of  things.  The 
Catholics,  he  says,  will  destroy  the  Church, 
and  he  goes  on  and  states,  that  if  they  de- 
stroy the  Church  they  will  destroy  the 
State,  and  he  soes  on  to  state,  that  if  they 
destroy  the  State  they  will  destroy  the 
Church ;  for  this  was  the  whole  of  his  ar- 
gument; it  was  merely  an  echo  upon  an 
ecbo^-a  repetition  on  a  repetition.  He 
urged  no  argument ;  he  relied  on  the 
force  of  his  vociferation  in  place  of  argu- 
ment ;  he  bad  never  attempted  to  prove 
any  thing  that  he  said— he  said  '  I  think/ 
and  '  I  think ;'  and  he  thought  wrong. 
He  bad  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
character  of  the  Catholics;  and  yet, 
before  the  Catholics  could  destroy  the 
church,  they  most  be  perjured.  This 
is  the  having  no  objection  to  the  cha- 
racter, to  suppose  them  perjured.  He  had 
called  him  (Mr.  Grattan)  theDeclaimer 
for  the  Catholics ;  he  (Mr.  Grattan)  said 
that  the  right  hon.  gent,  was  the  De- 
claimer  for  Bigots ;  and  if  ever  there  was 
one  declamation  without  any  share  of 
truth  or  eloquence,  it  was  that  speech 
which  he  had  made  that  night  against  one- 
fifth  of  his  Majesty's  subjects.  He  had 
given  another  reason  for  their  disabilities: 
tlieCathoticii  serve  in  your  army  and  navy 
[a  laugh  from  the, opposite  side.]  The 
hon.  gentlemen  laugh;  but  gentlemen 
who  iMe  with  ministers  are  accoatomed* 
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t9M\y  to  laugh.  What  did  he  mean  but 
Ibt8«  when  hesaid,  if  you  had  their  service 
under  the  disabilities^  why  remove  them  ? 
Well,  then,  he  gave  up  his  charge ;  he  al- 
lowed they  were  base,  because  what  pre- 
tence could  he  have  to  refuse  these  pri- 
Tileges,  but  disaffection  ?  If  that  be  hU 
conviction  let  him  refuse  them.  But  if 
the  Catholics  were  bravely  serving  in  your 
army  at  the  expence  of  their  blood,  that 
argument  could  Rot  be  too  justly  abomi- 
nated. It  shewed  how  much  men  could 
be  carried  away  by  fanaticism  and  bigotry. 
What  was  the  solidity  of  the  argument, 
that,  if  the  Catholics  fought  well  iu  the 
army  abroad,  they  would  fight  equally 
well  under  degradation  at  honiOr  He 
strives  against  you  at  home  because  you 
oppress  him;  and  he  fights  for  you  abroad 
because  you  there  trust  him.  It  was  easy 
to  point  a  repartee  to  any  thing,  but  it  was 
not  so  easy  for  the.  right  hon.  gent  to  point 
an  argument.  Because  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic pays  your  Church  and  fights  your 
battles,  therefore  he  is  to  be  disqualified. 
The  righi  hon.  gent,  had  shewed  in  this 
a  higher  spirit,  of  bigotry  than  he  could 
have  expected  from  a  politician  ;  but  his 
country  would  shew  him  that  it  was  not 
in  the  power  of  a  declamatory  minister  to 
prevent  the  Catholics  from  obtaining  their 
object.  He  had  maintained  that  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  having  a  religion,  was  in  it- 
self no  disqualification,  and  that  if  he  was 
free  from  treasonable  practices,  be  stood 
precisely  as  any  other  Dissenter  who  was 
a  Protestant.     Would  they,  without*  in- 

Sjuiry,  refuse  to  admit  that  portion  of  their 
ellow-subjects  to  a  participation  of  pri- 
Tileges,  whose  loyalty  could  not  be  im- 
peached. The  right  hon.  gent,  had 
ahewn  no  reason  why  they  shoold  be 
either  excluded  from  the  state  or  the  army, 
and  that  seemed  to  him  to  be  sufficient  for 
disqualifying  himself  from  continuing  to 
be  minister  of  the  country. 

The  House  then  divided :  For  the  mo- 
tion, 83.  Against  it,  1 40 ;  Majority  against 
the  motion  03. 

List  of  the  Minority, 
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Wednciday,  June  5. 

Insolvent  Debtors'  Bill.]  Earl  Moir» 
rose  to  present  a  Bill  for  the  temporary  re* 
lief  of  Insolvent  Debtors.  During  a  re- 
cent discussion  of  a  measure  of  a  similar 
tendency,  it  was  generally  acknowledged 
that  although  that  Bill  could  not  be  admitted 
in  its  present  shape^^till  some  Bill  in  the 
form  of  the  temporary  Insolvent  Bill,  which 
had  been  adopted  of  late  years,  was  expe- 
dient, indeed  absolutely  necessary,  from 
the  overflowing  state  of  our  prisons  with 
uiiforiunate  persons  of  this  description. 
Finding  that  noble  lord  took  up  the  hint, 
he  had  resolved  not  to  let  the  session 
clos<*.  without  some  measure,  however  im* 
perfect ;  and  although  he  did  not  ap- 
prove of  the  principle,  or  the  provisions  of 
such  temporary  bills,  yet  feeling  the  ab- 
solute necessity  of  some  measure  of  the 
sort,  be  had  prevailed  upon  himself  to  in<- 
troduce  one,  which  he  did,  however,  upoa 
the  understanding  that  the  Bill  adhered  to 
the  principle  ot  his  noble  and*  learned 
friend's  Bill,  which  he  trusted  his  noble 
friend  would  persevere  ia  till  it  should  be 
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jccC  bad  occurred  t6  his  niindy  ahhoogh  be 
should  be  sorry  then  to  throw  them  out,  as 
if  afterwards  they  shoold  be  found  imprac- 
ticable,  the  mention  of  them  at  thai  mo- 
ment would  but  embitter  disappoint ment. 
There  was  one  consideration,  however, 
whichf  in  bis  opinion,  the  House  woutd  do 
well  to  entertain,  and  that  was«  whether 
if,  on  a  minote  inyestig^tion^  it  should  be 
declared  by  the  Committee  that  no  relief 
could  be  afforded,  such  a  declaration 
would  not  be  received  by  the  Petitioners 
with  more  temper  and  moderation  than 
any  immediate  and  peremptory  neffatiye 
to  enter  ai  all  into  an  examination  of  tbeir 
grievances. 

Mr.  Bose  declared  that  what  the  right 
hon«  gent  had  said  was  decisive  upon  the 
■object.  His  right  hon.  friend  had  stated, 
that  if  a  single  individual  intimated  that  he 
conceived  relief  could  be  a^orded  to  the 
petitioners,  he  should  have  no  objection  to 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee.  The 
right  non.  gent  opposite  having  said  that 
several  modes  by  which  relief  mieht  pos- 
sibly be  afforded  had  occurred  to  his  mind, 
be  trusted  therefore,  that  there  would  be 
but  one  opinion  in  the  House  on  the  pro- 

Sriety  of  appointing  a  Committee.  Still, 
owever,  he  wished  to  make  two  or  three 
observations  on  the  subject :  a  representa- 
tion similar  to  the  present  had  been  re- 
ferred to  a  select  Committee  three  years 
ago.  That  Committee  had  been  very  con- 
stantly and  very  numerously  attended. 
Hie  subject  had  undergone  the  most  patient 
discussion,  and  the  result  was,  that  the 
Committee  were  unanimously  of  opinion 
that  nothing  could  be  done  for  the  persons 
aggrieved.  No  one,  not  even  those  who 
resided  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
of  the  petitioners,  could  be  more  convinced 
of  their  distress  than  he  was.  For  four  or 
five  years  he  had  held  a  correspondence 
with  them  and  he  had  always  cautioned 
them  aeainst  cherishing  the  expectation 
of  leffisTative  assistance.  The  hon.  hart 
talked  of  granting  them  a  sum  of  money. 
A  similar  recommendation  had  been  made 
to  him  by  one  of  the  deputies  of  the  peti- 
tioners, with  whom  he  had  lately  bad  a 
conference.— That  person  mentioned  a 
hundred  thousand  pounds  as  a  sum  that 
might  be  serviceable  to  the  petitioners ; 
but  as  in  the  same  breath  he  estimated  the 
number  of  sufi*erers  at  five  hundred  thou- 
sand, the  House  would  judge  how  far  such 
a  sum  could  be  available  to  an  evil  so  ex- 
tensive. Many  misapprehensions  had 
gone  abroad  as  to  former  circumstances 
( VOL.  XX. ) 
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connected  with  this  subject.  Among  others 
it  bad  been  said,  that  Mr.  Pitt  on  a  former 
occasion  had  laid  out  200,000/.  or 
300,000/.  of  the  public  money,  in  the  pur- 
chase of  goods,  for  the  relief  of  the  manu- 
facturers. Nothing  could  be  more  un- 
founded. The  possibility  of  a  minimum 
of  wages,  of  a  limitation  in  the  nuRibtr  of 
apprentices,  &c.  &c.  were  all  points  that 
were  discussed  and  determined  in  the 
Committee  to  which  he  had  already  al- 
luded. In  his  opinion,  it  was  impossible  to 
devise  any  method  by  which  efFeciual  re- 
lief could  be  afforded  to  those  persons 
who  had  suffered  so  much  and  so  patiently. 
There  was  no  description  of  individuals  in 
the  country  better  entitled  to  the  conside- 
ration and  favour  of  the  House,  if  any  man 
living  could  point  out  a  mode  by  which' 
they  might  be  benefited. 

General  Tarleton  trusted,  that  the  House 
would  enquire  into  the  distresses  of  the 
petitioners  with  a  patient  attention.  Their 
petitions  were  such  as  it  was  becoming 
them  to  present,  and  their  appeal  was  made 
to  the  generosity  and  liberality  of  tha 
House.  The  sons  and  brothers  of  many  of 
the persohs  whose  names  were  signedto  theso 
petitions  were  shedding  their  blood  in  the 
cause  of  their  country ;  but  even  their 
conduct  was  not  more  meritorious  than  the' 
peaceable  behaviour  of  the  petitioners  un- 
der their  sufferings.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  House  would,  by  agreeing  to  the 
motion,  shew  that  they  were  ready  to 
enquire  whether  any  relief  could  possibly 
be  afforded  to  them. 

\  Mr.  D.  Giddy  had  attended  all  the  Com- 
mittees which  had  enquired  into  this  sub- 
ject since  he  had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in 
that  House,  and  the  conviction  upon  his^ 
mind  was,  that  no  human  ingenuity  could* 
devise  the  relief  required.  When  the  last 
report  was  made,  he  felt  this  impression  so 
strongly,  that  he  had  given  notice  6f  hia 
intention  to  oppose  any  motion  for  laying 
stich  petitions  in  future  on  the  table.  But 
still,  as  it  might  be  better  to  agree  to  the 
present  motion,  than  to  reject  the  applica- 
tion in  a  peremptory  manner,  though  he 
expected  no  benefit  to  result  from  the 
proceeding,  he  should  consent  to  go  into 
the  Committee;  under  the  impression  that 
it  might  tend  to  soothe  the  feelings  of  a 
very  meritorious  class  of  subjects. 

Mr.  Adam  observed,  that  as  it  seemed  to 
be  admitted  on  all  hands  that  an  investi* 
gation  into  the  distresses  of  the  petitioners^ 
with  a  view  to  ascertain  what  practicable 
relief  could  be  afforded  them,  ought  tt 
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take  place,  the  only  question  was,  what 
that  relief  was  to  consist  of.  It  had  hap- 
pened to  htm  to  know,  that  in  a  small  dis- 
trict in  the  country,  with  which  he  was 
more  particularly  connected,  distresses 
such  as  those  complainea  of  by  the  peti- 
tioners had  been  very  severely  felt.  He 
knew,  also,  that  these  distresses  had  been 
in  a  great  degree  relieved  by  the  measures 
taken  by  humane  individuals,  and  the 
▼oluntary  exertions  of  those  who  had  the 
means  of  assisting  towards  that  object. 
The  relief  thus  afforded  had  been  produc- 
tive of  highly  beneficial  consecjuences.  It 
might  be  right  that  the  Commute^  should 
consider  how  far  relief,  such  as  that  he 
referred  to,  could  be  applicable  to  the  case 
of  the  petitioners.  He  wished,  however, 
not  to  be  understood  to  say,  that  the  pre- 
cise mode  of  relief,  which  had  been  found 
«o  serviceable  in  a  small  district,  would  be 
equally  beneficial  if  resorted  to  for  the 
relief  of  the  large  bodies  of  manufacturers 
whose  distressing  case  was  then  under  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  A.  Barmg  agreed  with  the  right 
bon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that 
unless  some  practical  relief  was  likely  to 
result  from  the  adoption  of  the  motion, 
ibey  would  by  agreeing  to  go  into  the 
Committee  only  excite  expectations  which 
would  aflerwards  be  disappointed.  He 
for  one  should  object  to  any  relief  by  a 
grant  of  money.  The  distress  was  gene- 
ral amongst  persons  connected  with  the 
commerce  of  the  country ;  and  if  any  en- 
quiry was  to  be  instituted  at  all,  he 
thought  that  the  Committee  should  be  ap« 
pointed  to  examine  into  tlie  general  system' 
of  the  commerce  of  the  country  ;  and  to 
ascertain  whether  there  was  any  thine 
radically  wrong  in  that  system  to  which 
the  distresses  of  the  manufacturing  classes 
could  be  ascribed.  This  point  had  been 
adverted  to  in  the  petitions,  where  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  manufacturing  classes  were 
in  part  attributed  to  the  state  of  our  rela- 
tions with  America.  The  trade  with 
America  was  that  of  which  alone  the  ene- 
my could  not  possibly  have  deprived  this 
country.  He  should  not,  then,  assert, 
whether  it  might  not  have  been  possible 
so  to  have  regulated  our  politics,  as  to 
have  maintained  amicable  relations  and 
commercial  intercourse  with  America; 
but,  certain  he  was,  that  the  situation  in 
which  we  stood  with  respect  to  Ajnerica 
was  that  in  which  the  enemy  would  most 
desire  to  see  os  placed. .  He  thought,  also, 
that  if  the  enquiry  could  bo  entered  into. 


with  any  prospect  that  the  House  woald 
sit  long  enough  to  allow  of  its  being  con- 
ducted to  any  beneficial  result,  the  syatem 
of  granting  licences,  which  had  been  ao 
much  cried  up,  should  at  the  same  time  be 
investigated.  This  was  the  only  measure 
that  could  be  looked  to  for  any  satisfactory 
consequence  :*  but  perceiving  that  *  the 
feelings  of  the  House  were  in  favour  of 
going  into  the  Committee,  he  should  not 
press  upon  this  point  farther. 

Sir.  John  Nevcport  thought,  that,  as  tbe 
hon.  hart,  opposite  had  stated  it  as  his  opi- 
nion that  it  would  be  gratifying  to  the 
feelings  of  the  petitioners  to  accede  to  this 
motion,  that  consideration  alone  ought  to 
be  sufficient  to  weigh  with  the  House. 
He  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  any 
grant  of  money  ought  to  be  deprecated  i 
but  he  thought  that  the  relief  might  be 
rendered  effectual,  if  the  manufacturens 
should  be  enabled  to  send  the  articles  on 
their  hands  to  a  market  not  now  accessibJe 
to  them.  He  threw  out  this  suggestion 
for  the  information  of  the  House  generally, 
because  he  knew  that  a  measure  of  the 
description  he  alluded  to  had  been  sue* 
cessfully  adopted  in  a  case  of  similar  dis* 
tress  in  Ireland.  At  all  events,  by  going 
into  the  Committee  they  would  shew  the 
I  petitioners,  that  they  were  ready  to  de 
every  thing  in  their  power  for  their  le* 
lief. 

Mr.  Wilberforee  was  fully  aware  of  the 
dan|;er  of  exciting,  by  agreeing  to  the 
motion,  expectations  which  might  after- 
wards be  disappointed ;  but  there  was  one 
circumstance  which  made  him  of  a 
decided  opinion  upon  this  occasion.  He 
would  agree  to  a  going  into  the  Commit- 
tee, lest  their  motives  should  be  misinter- 
preted— lest,  if  they  refused  to  agree  to 
the  motion,  it  should  be  supposed  thatthey 
were  not  aware  of  the  extent  of  the  dia* 
tress.  The  amount  of  that  distress  they 
could  not  so  clearly  ascertaii\  without  en- 
tering into  a  crave  and  solemn  enquiry : 
and,  if  it  should  unfor>tunsttely,  after  such 
enquiry,  be  fouhd,  that  no  practicab!e 
mode  of  relief  could  be  devised,  he  wirhed 
it,  at  all  events,  to  be  clearly  understood 
by  the  sufferers,  that  every  attention  had 
been  paid  to  their  claims  in  that  House  : 
and  tnat  the  evil  they  complained  of  was 
not  redressed  solely  because  it  was  beyond 
the  power  of  that  House  to  remove  it. 
He  thought  it  particularly  desirable,  thac 
it  should  be  well  understood  from  the  firs^ 
that  they  entered  into  the  enquiry  not 
from  any  certainty  of  being  aUo  to  afford 
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the  relief  applied  for«  but  with  a  Tiew  to 
ascenain  whether  it  was  in  the  power  of 
that  House  to  grant  any  relief  whatever. 

Mr.  Pole  Carew  would  object  to  the 
Committee  being  authorized  to  report  any 
thing  but  facts.  The  House  would  recdU* 
lect  what  inconvenience  they  and  the  pub* 
lie  had  sustained  from  having  had  to  debate 
a  question  for  seven  days  arising  out  of  a 
committee  of  last  session  having  exceeded 
its  powers.  He  wished  to  avoid  a  similar 
inconvenience  in  a  future  session*  and 
should  not  therefore  consent  to  give 
any  powers  to  this  Committee,  but  to  re- 
port facts. 

The  motion  Mras  then  agreed  to,  and  the 
twenty-one  following  gentlemen  were  ap- 
pointed to  form  the  Committee ;  Colonel 
Stanley,  Mr.  Blackburn,  lord  A.  Hamtl* 
ton,  sir  R.  Peel,  Mr.  W.  Bootle,  Mr. 
Davenport,  Mr.  Rose,  Mr.  Houston,  Mr. 
Bradsbaw,  Mr.  Wilberforce,  Mr.  Whit- 
bread,  Mr.  Pattison,  Mr.  Patton,  sir  J. 
Shaw,  sir  i,  Anstruther,  sir  J.  Graham,  sir 
J.  Newport,  Mr.  Fonsonby,  Mr.  Long,  Mr. 
D.  Giddy,  and  Mr.  Adam.  After  a  few 
observations  from  colonel  Stanley,  Mr.  R. 
P.  Carew,  and  Mr.  Rose,  it  was  ordered, 
''That  the  Committee  have  power  to 
report  their  observations  thereon.''  On 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Houston,  the  Petition  of 
the  Weavers  of  Ayr,  Renfrew,  and  Lanark; 
and,  on  the  motion  of  lord  A.  Hamilton, 
the  Petition  of  the  Weavers  of  Paisley  and 
its  neighbourhood  were  referred  to  the 
Mme  Committee. 

Delays  ni  .thb  DEcistov  of  Suits  in 
CaANcBET.]  Mr.  M,  A,  Taylor  moved 
the  order  of  the  day  for  resuming  the  ad- 
journed Debate  upon  the  motion,  "  That  a 
Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  causes  that  retard  the  Decision  of  Suits 
in  the  High  Court  of  Chancery.'' 

Sir  iSnmtte//{offit/(^  observed,  that  having 
ofi  a  former  occasion  stated  to  the  House 
the  reasons  thai  induced  htm  to  think  that 
the  motion  of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
should  be  agreed  to,  he  had  then  to  inform 
the  House,  that  nbthing  had  since  occurred 
to  make  him  alter  the  opinion  he  before 
expressed.  The  Report^  which  was  then 
expected  from  the  Committee  of  the  Huase 
of  Lords,  had  since  been  communicated  to 
that  House,  and  appeared  to  him  to  con- 
tain nothing  to  prevent  the  House  from 
going  into  the  Committee  moved  lor  bv. 
his  hon.  friend.  The  measure  proposed, 
ef  appointing  another  judge  to  assist  the 
Lord  Cbanwlor  in  his  Ooort,  he  consi- 


dered of  such  importance,  that  he  thought 
it  impossible  it  could  be  carried  into  efi^ct 
at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session,  when  so 
thin  an  attendance  was  to  be  expected  in 
both  Houses  of  Parliament.    An  alteration 
in  the  constitution  of  the  court,  which 
would  be  productive  of  the  most  serious 
consequences,  required  the  most  assiduous 
attention  of  both  Houses.     He  had  many 
personal  reasons  for  wishing  to  abstain 
from  giving  any  opinion  on  this  question  ; 
but  considerations  of  public  duty  obliged 
him  to  deliver  his  sentiments  upon  it. 
The  first  novelty  of  the  measure  was,  that 
it  would  establish  a  judge  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  who  should  not  have  to  try 
original  causes,  but  merely  to  decide  *^pon 
appeals.     That  was  an  experiment,  whidh 
no  man  who  knew  any  thing  of  a  Court  of 
Equity,  would  think  ought  to  be  lightly 
baxarded.    The  whole  system  of  Equity  in 
this  country  was  founded  on  the  decisions 
of  successive  chancellors  from  lord  Not- 
tingham down  to  the  present  time }  and  it 
was  necessary  that  those  who  had  to  admi- 
nister the  equity   laws  of  this  ^country 
should  be  in  the  constant  habit  of  deciding 
original  causes  in  the  court  of  chancery. 
If  the  duties  of  the  lord  chancellor  were 
too  great  for  him  to  perform,  it  would  be 
better  to  separate  from  his  office  the  duties 
of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Lords,  or 
the  decision  of  Bankrupt  cases,  thoogti  iie 
saw  considerable  objection  to  either,  than 
to  take  from  him  the  decision  of  original 
causes,  and  that  jurisdiction  which  consti- 
tuted the  very  essence  of  his  office.     H# 
knew  it  might  be  said,  that  to  separate 
bankrupt  cases  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
lord  chancellor,  would  diminish  his  emo- 
luments too  much.     He  did  not  think  it 
would ;  but  even  if  it  should,  that  onc^ht 
not  to  stand  in  the  way  for  a  moment  ot  an 
arrangement  necessary  for  the  public  in- 
terest.   He  was  utterly  astonished  at  tht 
meagre  information  supplied  in  thelteport 
from  the  Lords'  Committee.    It  stated  only 
what  busuiess  had  been  done  in  the  ten 
latter  years  of  lord  Hardwicke,  and  in  the 
ten  last  years ;  but  it  gave  no  information 
whatever  as  to  the  business  which  bad  not 
been  gone  through,  nor  as  to  the  causes  of 
the  delays.    It  appeared  by  the  report, 
that  from  the  year  1745  to  1755  the  num- 
ber of  original  causes  decided  was  16S8  ; 
in  the  last  10  years  the  number  was  570. 
It  did  not  appear,  however,  that  the  busi- 
ness of  the  court  of  Chancery  had  increased 
of  late :  but  it  would  be  an  unjust  inference 
to  make  from  the  statement  in  the  report 
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that  the  business  had  actually  diminished. 
The  only  way  in  which  he  could  account 
for  the  business  not  having  increased,  was, 
that  many  points,  which  were  doubtful  in 
lord  Hardwicke's  time,  had  since  been 
settled.  The  increase  of  motions  was 
double,  but  that  was  na  proof  that  the  bu- 
siness was  doubled.  He  hoped  if  he  was 
wrone  m  any  of  the  causes  which  he  had 
stated,  that  his  learned  friend  opposite 
ifrou*d  set  him  right.  He  regretted  much 
that  there  were  ne^oe  of  those  learned  gentle- 
men present  who,  from  their  practice  in  the 
Court,  would  have  been  adequate  to  decide 
on  this  subject ;  perhaps,  however,  it  might 
not  be  convenient  to  them  to  attend.  He 
considered,  however,  that  his  public  duty 
was  so  imperative  that  it  ought  to  super- 
sede all  private  convenience.  From  all 
the  consideration  which  be  could  give  to 
tfye  subject,  he  thought  that  a  temporary 
remedy  was  best  adapted  to  the  occasion ; 
sind  he  believed  in  his  conscience  that  if  a 
Commission  to  assist  the  Chancellor  was 
appointed,  all  the  arrears  in  the  Court 
would  be  disposed  of  in  the  course  of  a 
year.     He  voted  for  the  Committee. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  said,  that 
they  had  now  before  them  an  accoynt  from 
the  Lards,  of  the  causes  which  had  led  to 
the  suspension  of  justice  in  their  House  and 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery.  In  order  to 
obviate  the  inconvenience  in  consequence 
of  this,  they  had  entered  into  a  regulation 
to  devote,  after  this  session,  a  longer  at* 
tendance  to  the  hearing  of  causes.  There 
now  appeared  to  be  i33S  Appeal  Causes 
in  arrear.  Their  lordships  had  pro- 
posed, then,  to  give  op  three  days  in  the 
week,  from  ten  in  the  morning,  till  a  great 
number  of  those  arrears  were  discharged, 
and  two  days  a  week  afterwards  till  they 
had  disported  of  them  entirely.  Many 
causes  had  concurred  to  a  delay  this  ses- 
sion, which  were  not  among  the  natural 
or  average  causes  of  delay,  and  therefore 
eould  not  be  considered  as  likely  soon  to 
occur  again.  He  had  only  to  instance  the 
great  time  which  was  necessarily  occo- 
pitfd  in  the  consideration  of  the  Banbury 
and  Berkeley  peerage  causes.  It  had  na- 
turally occurred  to  their  lordships,  that  if 
they  were  to  sit  for  the  consideration  of 
Writs  of  Error  at  ten  in  the  morning,  th^t, 
of  course,  a  deficiency  must  occur  in  the 
Court  o^  Chancery.  They  then,  in  order 
to  remedy  this,  suggested  the  creation  of 
an  additional  judge  in  the  Equity  Court| 
which  situation  the  new  judge  was  to  hold 
during  his  good  behaviour^  and  not  during 


pleasure.    His  hon.  and  learned  friencl 
seemed  to  doubt  that  Chaj^cery  business 
had    encreased    during   late   years.     He 
owned  he  was  very  much  surprised  at  this 
dpul*,  after  hearing  the  statement  that  no- 
tions in  that  court  had  so  multiplied.     It 
had,  however,  been  mentioned,  either  by 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  or  by  the  hoo. 
and  learned   gent,  who  moved   fotr    the 
Committee,  as  one  of  his  great  reasons  for 
doing  so,  that  the  business  of  Chancery  was 
so  much  encreased,  that  if  a  cause  was 
now  set  down  in  the  list,  many  yeara 
might  elapse  before  a  final  judgment  could 
be  pronounced  on  it.    From. all  he  had* 
heard,  indeed,  he  was  inclined  to  believe, 
that  a  very  great  increase  of  business  had 
taken  place  in  that  court.     He  knew  very 
well  that  many  of  the  motions  which  lately 
occurred  were  motions  of  course ;  bnt  ns 
knew  also  from  the  staten\ent  submilted 
by  the  House  of  Lords,  that  there  were 
many  of  a  different  description.     For  the 
ten  years  before  the  last  there  were  57,000 
motions  and  2,700  petitions ;  during  the 
last  ten  years  there  were  but  37,000  mo- 
tions and  1,063  petitions.    With  respect 
to  the  measure  which  might  be  proposed 
by  the  Lords,  he  thought  itmnch  better  to 
wait  until  their  Bill  came  down,  and  tbeo 
would  be  the  proper  time  to  discuss  it. 
After  what  had  been  said,  however,  he 
must  in  fairness  declare,  that  it  was  poa- 
sibie  he  shuuld  be  for  passing  the  Bill  this 
session ;  bul  still  of  course,  if  delay  was 
necessary  to  the  adoption  of  a  wise  and 
proper  remedy,  no  ill-advised  expedition 
should  thwart  so  desirable  an  object.    As 
they  h^d  the  chief  cause  of  the  arrears  in 
the  Court  of   Chancery  already  before 
them,  he  should  vote  against  the  appoint^ 
ment  of  a  Committi^e. 

Mr.  Pontmiby  denied  that  there  was  in 
the  statement  of  the  Lords  one  single  sa^is* 
factory  reason  for  the  delay  of  justice  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  had  said,  that  the  nnmber  of  motions 
which  had  of  lata  been  made,  might  ac- 
count for  the  delay.  What  was  the  rta* 
son,  however,  of  the  increase  of  motions  } 
Why  simply,  because  the  attorney  er 
client  in  a  cause  could  not  get  the  opinion 
of  the  court  directly  on  the  cause  itself; 
they  were  glad  to  come  at  it  by  s  side- 
wind,  in  the  way  of  a  motion.  Those  mo- 
tions, then,  were  the  eflect  of  the  delay» 
and  not  the  cause..  The  way  proposed, 
however,  to  get  rid  of  all  these  inconve* 
niences,  was  by  the  appointment  of  a  third- 
judge;  and  ine  right  boo.  gent.  w<Mid 
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have  the  House  wait  for  the  Bill  from  the 
Lords  before  tbey  came  ip  a  determination. 
But  hovr  were  they  to  determine  unJesa 
they  eniiuired  ?  or,  how  was  it  to  be  ex- 
pected that  a  Bill  was  to  get  a  fair  consi* 
deration  which  would  most  probably  not 
come  down  until  there  were  not  fifty 
members  in  town  to  consider  it  ?  He  was 
aware  that  much  extra  business  came  be- 
fore the  court  this  last  year,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  numerous  bankruptcies ;  but 
be  hoped  the  right  hon.  gent,  did  not  mean 
80  to  govern  the  country  as  that  he  should 
calculate  upon  a  similar  recurrence  of 
failures  in  future.  As  to  the  creation  of  a 
third  judge,  in  his  opinion  it  would  rather 
go  to  encrease  the  delair  than  remedy  it ; 
because  the  Chancellor  being  the  supreme 
judge  in  the  court,  every  suitor  had  a 
right  at  last  to  claim  his  final  opinion, 
which  would  be  thus  removed  a  step  by 
the  intervention  of  an  intermediate  juris- 
diction, between  him  and  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls.  In  his  opinion,  however,  the 
expedition  of  justice  in  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery depended,  in  a  great  degree,  on  the 
Chancellor  himself,  if  the  Chancellor 
was  a  man  of  knowledge  and  UlentJi,  and 
•f  a  proper  constitution  of  mind  to  decide 
on  the  causes,  then  the  delay  would  not 
Uke  place.  Whether  this  was  the  case 
with  the  present  Chancellor,  or  not,  he 
would  leave  to  others  to  determine.  The 
delay  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  necessa- 
rily brought  on  the  increase  of  appeals  in 
the  House  of  Lords;  for  .where  suitors 
imagined  they  could  get  any  thing  by  de- 
lay, they  naturally  had  recourse  to  it  in 
any  way  in  which  tbry  could.  He  was 
quite  clear  that  this  was  a  temporary  evil, 
and  ought  therefore  only  to  have  a  tem- 
porary remedy.  At  all  events,  the  one 
which  had  been  proposed  could  have  nu 
ether  efiect  than  to  aggravate  and  increase 
the  existing  inconvenience. 

Mr.  WiUon  said,  that  his  experience  in 
the  Court  nf  Chancery,  for  twenty  two 
years,  had  led  him  to  conclude,  that  the 
business  of  that  court  had  greatly  increas- 
ed; and  hence,  in  part,  originated  the 
delay  complained  of.  With  the  Report 
of  the  Lords  before  the  House,  the  pro- 
posed enquiry  appeared  to  him  ill-timed 
and  improper,  and  the  House  ought  (o 
suspend  their  opinion  till  the  measure 
proposed  by  their  lordships  cam**  before 
Ibem  in  the  shape  of  a  Bill.  He  paid 
some  high  compliroenta  to  the  talents  of 
the  present  .Lord  Chancellor,  who  was 
eqnaily   diMiogaished   for  hia  enlarged 
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comprehension  of  the  principles  of  equity' 
and  for  his  practical  knowledge  of  the  be* 
siaess  of  bis  court. 

Mr.  Ad^nn  entered  into  an  examinatioR 
of  the  Report  which,  had  been  received 
from  the  other  House  of  Parliament.  The 
measure  of  creating  another  Master  of  the 
Rolls  would  not  diminish  the  boiineis  of 
the  Chancellor:  it  would  only  increase 
the  number  of  appeals,  for  the  suitore 
would  be  anxious  to  repair  to  the  laat  re* 
sort,  while  it  would  impose  a  new  expence 
on  the  public,  and  give  the  crown  addi^ 
tional  patronage.  The  Court  of  Chancery^ 
as  now  constituted,  was  competent  to  the 
dispatch  of  all  its  business.  What  was  to 
hinder  the  Ma5ter  of  the  Rolls,  for  ia« 
stance,  from  sitting  at  the  same  time  with 
the  Chancellor  ?  At  present  he  only  sal 
in  the  evening.  The  Report  of  the  Lordsj 
though  it  stated  the  number  of  appeala 
from  Scotland,  was  extremely  defective  in 
not  statin)^  iiow  many  were  received  every 
year,  and  how  many  were  decided.  He 
knew  this  fact,  that  at  the  time  of  the 
union  with  Ireland,  he  was  employed  aa 
counsel  in  the  very  last  case  of  appeal  that 
then  stood  oEthe  roll ;  and  now  they  were 
multiplied  to  the  number  of  260. 

Mr.  M,  Ai  Tiller  rose  to  reply.  He 
observed,  that  after  the  unanswerable  at* 
guments  which  his  hon.  friends  had  ad- 
vanced in  support  of  his  motion,  it  would 
be  intruding  on  the  House,  were  he  to 
occupy  much  more  of  their  time.  The 
delay  in  the  dispatch  of  business  could 
not  admit  of  a  doubt ;  and  the  House  of 
Commons,  who  were  the  guardians  of 
public  justice,  were  now  called  upon  to 
investigate  whether  those  evils  were  owing 
to  temporary  causes,  or  to^me  radical 
defect  in  the  nature  and  constitution  of 
the  tribunal  itself?  This  was  all  he  now 
asked  of  them  to  do.  But  it  had  been 
asserted,  that  the  great  increase  of  bosi« 
ness  had  produced  the  delay  complained 
of.  Qe  dt-nifd  that  there  bad  been  any 
sufficient  evidence  to  prove  the  actual 
increase  of  beainess.  The  Report  4>efore 
them  did  not  justify  any  such  issue,  b 
did  not  follow  irom  any  part  of:tehat  Re* 
port,  that  the  business  had  increased  to 
such  a  degree  as  to  require  an  additional 
judge.  The  arrear  was,  op  doubt,  enor* 
muus;  but  were  they  sen  that  the  ap* 
poiotment  of  an  additional  judge  would 
have  t^e  efietf  uf  expediting  tbediapatch  of 
business  ?  He  thought,  on  the  eontraiy, 
that  it  would  rather  contribote  le  retard  it; 
beceeie  the  great  oHiioriiy  of  eoheif  weeM 
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that  the  business  had  actually  dimiaisbed. 
The  only  way  in  which  he  could  account 
for  the  business  not  having  increased,  was, 
that  many  points,  which  were  doubtful  in 
lord  Hardwicke's  time,  had  since  been 
settled.  Tbe  increase  of  mi>tlons  was 
double,  but  that  was  na  proof  that  the  bu- 
•iness  was  doubled.  He  hoped  if  he  was 
wrong  in  any  of  the  causes  which  he  had 
stated,  that  his  learned  friend  opposite 
^ouM  set  him  right.  He  regretlpj  much 
that  there  were  n(^De  of  those  learned  gentle- 
men present  who,  from  their  practice  in  the 
Court,  wQuld  have  been  adequate  to  decide 
on  this  subject ;  perhaps,  however,  it  might 
not  be  convenient  to  them  to  attend.  He 
considered,  however,  that  his  public  duty 
was  so  imperative  that  it  ought  to  super- 
sede all  private  convenience.  From  all 
the  consideration  which  he  could  give  to 
tjbe  subject^  he  thought  that  a  temporary 
remedy  was  best  adapted  to  the  occasion ; 
and  he  believed  in  his  conscience  that  if  a 
CommisMon  to  assist  the  Chancellor  was 
appointed,  all  the  arrears  in  the  Court 
would  be  disposed  of  in  the  course  of  a 
year.     He  voted  for  the  Committee. 

The  Chancellor  qfihe  Exchequer  said,  that 
they  had  now  before  them  an  account  from 
tbe  Lords,  of  the  causes  which  had  led  to 
the  suspension  of  justice  in  their  House  and 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery.  In  order  to 
obviate  the  inconvenience  in  consequence 
of  this,  they  had  entered  into  a  regulation 
to  devote,  after  this  session,  a  longer  at. 
tendance  to  the  hearing  of  causes.  There 
now  appeared  to  be  338  Appeal  Causes 
in  arrear.  Their  lordships  had  pro- 
posed, then,  to  give  up  three  days  in  the 
week,  from  ten  in  the  morning,  till  a  great 
number  of  those  arrears  were  discharged, 
and  two  days  a  week  afterwards  till  they 
had  disponed  of  them  entirely.  Many 
causes  had  concurred  to  a  delay  this  ses- 
sion,  which  were  not  among  tbe  natural 
or  average  causes  of  delay,  and  therefore 
eould  not  be  considered  as  Jikely  soon  to 
occur  again.  He  had  only  to  instance  the 
great  time  which  was  necessarily  occu- 
pied in  the  consideration  of  the  Banbury 
and  Berkeley  peerage  causes.  It  bad  na- 
turally occurred  to  their  lordships,  that  if 
they  were  to  sit  for  the  consideration  of  ^ 
Writs  of  Error  at  ten  in  the  morning,  th^t, 
of  course,  a  deficient  must  occur  in  the 
Court  o£  Chancery.  They  then,  in  order 
to  remedy  this,  suggested  the  creation  of 
an  additional  judge  in  r.he  £quity  Court, 
which  situation  the  new  judge  was  to  hold 
during  his  good  behaviour*  and  not  during 
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pleasure.     His  hon.  and  learned  friejad 
seemed  to  doubt  that  Chancery  business 
had    encreased    during  late  years.     He 
owned  he  was  very  much  surprised  at  this 
douit,  after  hearing  the  statement  that  mc^ 
t)ons  in  that  court  had  so  multiplied.     It 
had»  however,  been  mentioned,  either  by 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  or  by  the  boa. 
and  learned  gent,  who  moved   fot*   the 
Committee,  as  one  of  his  great  reasons  for 
doing  so,  that  the  business  of  Chancery  was 
so  much  encreastd,  that  if  a  cause  was 
now  set  down  in  the  list,  many  yesr^ 
might  elapse  before  a  final  judgment  oould 
be  pronounced  on  it.     From. all  he  bad' 
heard,  indeed,  he  was  inclined  to  believey 
that  a  very  great  increase  of  business  bad 
taken  place  in  that  court.     He  knew  very 
well  that  many  of  the  motions  which  lately 
occurred  were  motions  of  course ;  bat  m 
knew  also  from  the  statement  submitted 
by  tbe  House  of  Lords*  that  there  were 
many  of  a  different  description.     For  the 
ten  years  before  the  last  there  were  37,000 
motions  and  2,700  petitions ;  during  the 
last  ten  years  there  were  but  37,000  mo- 
tions and  1»663  petitions.     With  respect 
to  tha  measure  which  might  be  proposed 
by  tbe^ Lords,  he  thought  it  much  better  to 
wait  until  their  Bill  came  down,  and  then 
would  be  the  proper  time  to  discuss  it* 
After  wliat  had  been  said,  however,  he 
roust  in  fairness  declare,  that  it  was  pos* 
sible  he  should  be  for  passing  the  Bill  this 
session ;  bul  still  of  course,  if  delay  was 
necessary  to  the  adoption  of  a  wise  and 
proper  remedy,  no  ill-advised  expedition 
should  thwart  so  desirable  an  object.    As 
they  had  the  chief  cause  of  the  arrears  in 
the  Court  of   Chancery   already  before 
them,  he  should  vote  against  the  appoint- 
ment  of  a  Committee. 

Mr.  PommUfy  denied  that  there  was  in 
the  statement  of  the  Lurds  one  single  sa^is« 
factory  reason  for  the  delay  of  justice  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  had  said,  that  the  number  of  motions 
which  had  of  lata  been  made,  might  ac* 
count  for  the  deUy.  What  was  the  rta« 
son,  however,  of  the  increase  of  motions  } 
Why  simply,  because  the  attorney  er 
client  in  a  cause  could  not  get  the  opinion 
of  the  court  directly  on  the  cause  itself; 
they  were  gUd  to  come  at  it  by  a  side- 
wind,  in  the  way  of  a  motion.  Those  mo- 
tions, then,  were  tbe  eSect  of  the  delay» 
and  not  the  cause..  The  way  proposed, 
however^  to  get  rid  of  all  these  incoove- 
niences,  was  by  the  appointment  of  a  third- 
judge;  and  the  right  bon.  genu  wwU 
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b»ve  the  House  wait  for  the  Bill  from  the 
Lords  before  tbey  came  la  a  determi  nation. 
But  hovr  were  ihey  to  determine  uniess 
tbey  eniiaired  ?  or,  how  was  it  to  be  ex- 
pected that  a  Bill  was  to  get  a  fair  consi- 
deration which  would  most  probably  not 
come  down  until  there  were  not  fifty 
members  in  town  to  consider  it  ?  He  was 
aware  that  much  extra  business  came  be- 
fore the  court  this  last  year,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  numerous  bankruptcies ;  but 
be  hoped  the  right  hon.  gent,  did  not  mean 
80  to  govern  the  country  as  that  be  should 
calculate  upon  a  similar  recurrence  of 
failures  in  future.  As  to  the  creation  of  a 
third  judge«  in  his  opinion  it  would  rather 

go  to  encrease  the  delar  than  remedy  it ; 
ecause  the  Chancellor  being  the  supreme 
judge  in  the  courts  every  suitor  had  a 
right  at  last  to  claim  his  final  opinion, 
which  would  be  thus  remoTed  a  step  by 
the  intervention  of  an  intermediate  juri3- 
diction,  between  him  and  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls.  In  his  opinion,  heweTer,  the 
expedition  of  justice  in  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery depended,  in  a  great  degree,  on  the 
Chancellor  himself.  If  the  Chancellor 
was  a  man  of  knowledge  and  talents,  and 
•f  a  proper  constitution  of  mind  to  decide 
on  the  causes,  then  the  delay  would  not 
Uke  place.  Whether  this  was  the  case 
with  the  present  Chancellor,  or  not,  he 
would  leave  to  others  to  determine.  The 
delay  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  necessa- 
rily brought  on  the  increase  of  appeals  tn 
the  House  of  Lords;  for  .where  suitors 
imagined  they  could  get  any  thing  by  de- 
lay, they  naturally  had  recourse  to  it  in 
any  way  in  which  thry  could.  He  was 
quite  clear  that  this  was  a  temporary  evil, 
and  ought  therefore  only  to  have  a  tem- 
porary remedy.  At  all  events,  the  one 
which  had  been  proposed  could  have  no 
other  effect  than  to  aggravate  and  increase 
the  existing  inconvenienre. 

Mr.  Wikon  said,  that  his  experience  in 
the  Court  of  Chuncery,  for  twenty  two 
years,  had  led  him  to  conclude,  that  the 
business  of  that  court  had  greatly  increas- 
ed; and  hence,  in  part,  originated  the 
delay  complained  of.  With  the  Report 
of  the  Lords  before  the  House,  the  pro- 
posed enquiry  appeared  to  him  ill-timed 
and  improper,  and  the  House  ought  to 
suspend  their  opinion  till  the  measure 
proposed  by  their  lordships  camt*  before 
them  in  the  shape  of  a  bill.  He  paid 
some  high  compliments  to  the  talents  of 
the  present  .Lord  Chancellor,  who  was 
equally  diatingaisbed   for  bit  enlarged 
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comprehension  of  the  pnnciplee  of  aqoily* 
and  for  his  practical  knowledge  of  the  biH 
siaess  of  his  court. 

Mr.  Adam  entered  into  an  examination 
of  the  Report  which,  had  been  received 
from  the  other  House  of  Parliament.  The 
measure  of  creating  another  Master  of  the 
Rolls  would  not  diminish  the  buaineas  of 
the  Chancellor:  it  would  only  increasa 
the  number  of  appeals,  for  tne  suitora 
would  be  anxious  to  repair  to  the  last  re* 
sort,  while  it  would  impose  a  new  expenco 
on  the  public,  and  give  the  crown  addt« 
tional  patronage.  The  Court  of  Chancery^ 
as  now  constituted,  was  competent  to  the 
dispatch  of  all  its  business.  What  was  lo 
hinder  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  for  in* 
stance,  from  sitting  at  the  tame  time  with 
the  Chancellor  ?  At  present  he  only  sal 
in  the  CTening.  The  Report  of  the  Lords^ 
though  it  stated  the  number  of  appeala 
from  Scotland,  was  extremely  defective  in 
not  statiof^iiow  many  were  received  every 
year,  and  how  many  were  decided.  He 
knew  this  fact,  that  at  the  time  of  the 
anion  with  Ireland,  he  was  employed  as 
counsel  in  the  very  last  case  of  appeal  that 
then  stood  oEthe  roll;  and  now  they  were 
multiplied  to  the  number  of  260. 

Mr.  M,  Ai  Tmflor  rose  to  reply.  Ha 
obserred,  that  after  the  unanswerable  ar« 
guments  which  his  hon.  friends  had  ad« 
vanced  in  support  of  his  motion,  it  would 
be  intruding  on  the  House,  were  he  to 
occupy  much  more  of  their  time.  The 
delay  in  the  dispatch  of  business  could 
not  admit  of  a  doubt ;  and  the  House  of 
Commons,  who  were  the  guardians  of 
public  justice,  were  now  called  upon  to 
I  investigate  whether  those  evils  were  owing 
to  temporary  causes,  or  to'feome  radical 
defect  in  the  nature  and  constitution  of 
the  tribunal  iuelf?  This  was  all  he  now 
asked  of  them  to  do.  But  it  bad  been 
asserted,  that  the  great  increase  of  bosi* 
ness  had  produced  the  delay  complained 
of  Ife  dt-nied  that  there  had  been  any 
sufficient  evidence  to  prove  the  actual 
increase  of  boainess.  The  Report  ^before 
them  did  not  justify  any  such  issue.  It 
did  not  follow  lirom  any  part  of^hat  Re« 
port,  that  the  business  bad  increased  to 
sucji  a  dei^ree  as  to  reqaire  an  additional 
judge.  The  arrear  was,  np  doubt,  enor* 
muus;  but  were  they  vmt  that  the  ap» 
pointment  of  an  adcTitional  judge  would 
bare  tfee  eflfei « uf  expediting  the  diapaicb  of 
business  ?  He  thonghi,  on  the  contraiy, 
that  it  would  rather  contribote  !•  retard  it; 
b^caaaa  the  great  oHiiority  af  ffoKcii  nr  e«M 
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not  rett  finally  contented  with  the  hearing 
given  their  respective  causes  by  the  addi- 
tional  judge,  and  would  bring  it  to  be  re- 
heard before  the  Chancellor  himself;  so 
that  the  obvious  effect  resulting  from  that 
appointment    would  be,  that  most  cases 
would  be  twice  heard.     If  there  was  no 
other    reason  for  going   into  the'  Com- 
mittee,  he  thought  it  to  be  a  conclusive 
une,    the  necessity  of  ascertaining  the 
-causes  of^the  delay  which,  as  yet  could 
have  be^n  presumed  only,  and  not  disco- 
Tered  after  a  fair  and  patient  investigation 
*— and  if  they  did  not  know  the  cause  of 
the  evil,  he  did  not  know  how  they  could 
remedy  it.     If,  however,  the  appointment 
had  been  resolved  upon,  and  that  the 
House  would  be  called  upon  to  join  in 
making  it,  he  trusted  that  it  would  not  be 
hurried  into  premature  adoption  at  the 
close  of  a  session.    The  appointment  now 
could  be  only  an  additional  ezpence  to  the 
public,  without  any  additional  ^od.   The 
reason  of  this  was  obvious.    That  House, 
in  all  human  probability,  would '  not  sit 
many  weeks  longer ;  when  the  parliament 
was  prorogued  the  Lord  Chancellor  would 
•f  course  be  relieved  from  his  attendance 
on  his  duties  in  the  House  of  Lords  ;  but 
the  object  of   appointing  an  additional 
judge  avowedly  was  to  enable  the  Chan* 
cellor  to  give  more  of  his  attendance  to 
the  business  before  the  House  of  Lords. 
When  therefore  that  House  was  no  longer 
sitting,  the  additional  judge  would  not  be 
wanting,  and   consequently,  his  appoint- 
ment before  the  next  session  would  be  an 
unnecessary  addition  to  the  expences  of 
the  public. — ^The  appeals  now  before  the 
House  of  Lords  were  numerous  beyond  all 
precedent:  there  were  at  present  not  less 
than  29Q  appeals,  exclusive  of  writs  and 
Wriu  of  Error.    The  Report  then  pro- 
posed that  the  Lord  Chancellor  should  be 
enabled  to  devote  as  much  time  as  possible 
to  the  hearing  of  those  appeals :  but  what 
were  three  days  in  the  week  to  get  thorough 
each  an  arrear  of  business  ?  at  the  utmost, 
he  could  not  dispose  of  more'  than  two 
appeals  a  week,  which  lyould  be  at  the 
rate  of  about  thirty  or  forty  appeals  in  the 
course  of  the  year;    and  would  it  be  pre* 
tended  for  a  moment  that  a  remedy  that 
could  donothmg  more  than  this,  offvred 
any  eflfectual  relief  to  the  equity  suitor  ? 
It  was  really  telling  him  in  so  many  words 
to  be  patient,  and  that  perhaps  his  cause 
would  come  to  a  hearing  in  five  or  six 
vearst    lib  the  times  of  lord  Thurlow  and 
b>od  Bosslyn,  he  did  not  believe  thai  there 


had  been  a  single  arrear;  it  was  so  in  the 
commission  at  which  lord  chief  justice 
Eyre  was  at  the  head.  As  to  the  Report, 
he  could  not  help  saying,  that  he  thought 
it  one  of  the  flimsiest  and  most  jejuoe 
compositions  he  had  erer  seen.  He  defied 
any  man  in  that  House  who  opposed  his 
present  motion,  to  say,  that  it  was  a  com- 
position to  which,  on  account  of  the  un- 
skilful and  unprofessional  manner  it  had 
been  drawn  up,  he  could  wish  to  set  his 
name.  There  was  not  a  single  reason 
specified  for  any  one  opinion  it  professed, 
or  observation  it  had  made,  neither  was 
there  any  cause  assigned  for  the  CTils 
complained  o^upon  such  a  document  he 
could  not  see  how  they  were  bound  to 
take  every  thing  for  granted  that  had 
been  thus  vouched  for  by  the  Lords. 
The  House  of  Commons  was  bound  to 
hear  and  decide  for  itself  upon  the  great- 
est question  that  that  could  come  before 
them,  namely,  to  ascertain  the  cause  of 
the  delay  of  justice-^the  Chancellor  had 
been  petitioned  over  and  over  again  to 
hear  causes  where  the  parties  were  rotting 
in  a  gaol,  but  no  remedy  was  in  liis  power; 
ought  not  parliament  to  seek  for  one  }  He 
trusted  that  the  Bill,  however,  would  not 
come  down  to  them  that  session.  He 
strongly  deprecated  so  serious  a  measure 
ais  that  of  changing  the  nature  and  con- 
stitution of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  at  the 
end  of  a  session,  by  a  vote  of  the  House 
of  Commons  not  amounting  perhaps  to 
more  than  fifty  members.  Why  not  a 
commission  ?  This  was  a  question  to 
which  he  in  vain  sought  for  an  answer. 
A  new  judge  might  have  nothing  to  do. 
He  remembered,  though  it  was  now  some 
time  since  he  had  the  honour  of  practising 
at  the  bar — but  he  remembered,  when  the 
Chancellor  did  every  thing  and  the  mas- 
ters nothing.  If  they  would  relieve  the 
Chancellor  firom  some  part  of  his  heavy 
duties,  why  not  separate  from  his  office 
that  part  which  had  not  originally  belong- 
ed to  it.  But  the  truth  was,  fale  feared, 
that  the  profits  of  the  commission  were 
found  to  be  too  great  to  be  very  readily- 
given  up.  Was  the  public  to  pay  for  this 
new  Master  of  the  Rolls?  Why,  then, 
not  first  ascertain  the  real  emoluments  of 
the  Chancellor,  and  how  those  emoluments 
arose  out  of  his  labours  ?  if  of  those  la* 
hours  there  were  some  which  he  could  not 
discharge,  for  such  it  was  to  be  paesumed 
he  could  not  reasonably  expect  to  be  paid. 
Whatever  part  of  the  office  he  could  not 
fill^  of  that  pan  be  ought  not  to  receivo 
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the  emolnmcntf.— He  had  now  only  to 
call  upon  the  House,  which  he  did  moit 
earnestly,  to  peute  before  they  agreed  to 
pass  the  Bill  coming  down  to  them.  This 
was  no  question  of  party  politics,  and  yet, 
such  was  the  fascination  in  going  with  the 
minister,  that  the  very  persons  who  had 
most  zealously  urged  him  to  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  present  motion  were  those  who 
were  now  most  averse  to  it 

The  House  then  dirided  : 

For  going  into  a  Committee SO 

Against  it  • ^Q 

The  numbers  being  equal,  the  Speaker 
gave  his  casting  vote  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
posed inquiry.  A  Committee  was  then 
appointed,  and  instructed  to  search  the 
Lords'  Journals,  touching  all  proceedings 
respecting  appeals  and  Writs  of  Error 
before  that  House. 

Mr.  Taylor  also  moved,  that  it  be  an  in- 
atmction  to  the  Committee  to  examine 
into  all  the  fees  and  emoluments  taken  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor  in  his  jurisdiction  of 
Chancellor,  as  well  as  in  bankruptcy  pro- 
ceedings. 

The  Chancclkr  <f  the  Exchequer  thought 
that  this  point  would  be  a  subject  of  en- 
quiry with  the  Committee  now  sitting  on 
public  offices.  The  instruction  appeared, 
therefore,  unnecessary  and  exceptionable. 

Mr.  Pamonby  believed,  that  the  business 
of  that  Committee  was  to  enquire  into  the 
profits  of  sinecure  offices ;  and  the  office 
of  Chancelk)r  could  never  be  considered 
as  a  sinecure.  If  another  person  was  em- 
ployed to  relieve  the  Chancellor,  it  was 
but  fit  to  consider  whether  that  persoq 
should  be  paid  by  him  who  was  relieved, 
or  by  the -public.  The  enquiry,  there- 
fore, into  the  fees  and  emoluments  of  of- 
fice was  very  necessary. 

Mr.  Bankea  believed,  that  the  powers  of 
the  Committee  on  sinecure  offices  did  not 
extend  to  the  office  of  Chancellor.  There 
were  some  officers  about  the  Chancellor 
who  held  sinecure  situations,  and  received 
large  fees,  part  of  which  went  to  the  Chan- 
cellor. Into  these  offices  the  Committee 
OQ  Sinecures  could  examine,  but  not  into 
the  emoluments  of  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Erchequer  declined 
pressing  his  opposition,  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

VoTB  or  CaaniT.]  The  House  having 
ttsolved  itself  lAio  a  Committee  of  Supply, 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  rose  to 
propose  a  Vote  tif  Credit,  to  the  extent  of 
which,  be  believed,  there  would  be  no 


objections,  as  it  was  the  same  that  waa 
granted  last  year.  He  should  therefor* 
move.  That  the  sum  of  three  millions  bo 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  as  a  Vote  of  Cre- 
dit, to  enable  him  to  take  such  measures 
as  may  be  necessary  to  defeat  any  enter- 
prizes  or  designs  of  his  enemies,  and  as 
the  exigency  of  affairs  may  require. 

Mr.  fVhithread  said,  that  he  should  not 
have  ofTer^d  any  observations  on  the  pre- 
sent motion,  if  he  had  an  expectation  that 
other  opportunities  would  occur  before  the 
prorogation,  of  stating  to  the  House  what 
appeared  to  him  to  be  of  great  importance 
with  respect  to  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try. It  appeared  to  him  that  there  could 
no  longer  be  any  doubt  whether  our  com* 
mercial  warfare  with  Europe  and^  with 
America  had  or  had  not  been  successful. 
He  was  sure  that  this  question  was  settled 
beyond  all  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  suf- 
fering manufacturers,  whose  petitions  had 
been  that  day  before  the  House,  and 
whose  claims  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  very  reluctantly  allowed  to 
go  to  a  Committee.  It  had  been  already 
passed  as  a  resolution  by  that  House, 
"  that  since  the  year  1800,  and  particn* 
larly  from  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1 807,  a  system  of  proscription  had  beew 
exercised  by  France  which  greatly  dimi* 
nished  our  exports  to  the  continent.''  A$ 
far,  then,  as  regarded  the  policy  of  this 
country  with  respect  to  Europe,  it  ap* 
peared,  even  from  the  resolution  of  that 
House,  that  the  policy  of  this  country  had 
failed ;  and  that  the  line  of  policy  which 
France  had  adopted,  as  contrasted  with 
our  policy,  and  considered  with  respect  to 
the  objects  which  the  enemy  openly  avow- 
ed, had  been  fully  successful.  With  re- 
spect to  America,  also,  the  House  had  re- 
solved, "  that  the  intercourse  with  that 
country  was  uncertain  and  interrupted." 
It  must  be  recollected,  that  a  few  years 
ago  we  had  been  told  by  the  authors  and 
advocates  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  that 
the  trade  with  America  would  not  be 
muck  afiected  by  them ;  that  trade  would 
force  its  own  way ;  that  America  would 
soon  see  her  true  interests ;  and  that  our 
intercourse  with  that  country  would  re* 
main  undiminished.  America,  at  that 
time,  told  this  country,  that  if  she  per* 
sisted  in  orders  so  contrary  to  the  righta 
of  independent  nations,  she  would  suspend 
the  intercourse  between  the  two  countries. 
The  authors  of  our  Orders  in  Council  anti- 
cipated no  evils  from  this  measure ;  but 
the  distresses  of  our  munufacturers  now 
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clearly  proved  that  great  6?ili  had  re- 
mlted  from  it,  and  that  the  loss  of  the 
American  market  had  been  severely  felt 
in  this  country.  No  man  attempted  to 
deny  the  sufferings  of  our  manofactorers, 
or  to  say  that  they  were  overstated  in 
their  petitions.  Tbeir  misery  was  suffi- 
ciently well  known  to  the  world,  an^  the 
only  reason  alleged  for  not  going  into 
a  Committee  was  the  impossibility  of  giv- 
ing them  any  substantial  relief.  If  the 
enauiry  should,  however,  now  take  place, 
he  hoped  that  it  might  still  be  pessible  to 
prevail  upon  ministers  to  retrace  their 
steps  with  respect  to  America,  and  to  re- 
open that  market  to  our  exports.  We 
had  been  often  told,  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  repeal  those  Orders  in  Council, 
until  the  French  decrees  should  have  been 
repealed.  If,  however,  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decreet  were  now  actually  repeal- 
ed, why  not  repeal  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil? If  there  were  doubts  whether  the 
French  had  really  repealed  those  decrees 
or  not,  should  not  some  experiment  be 
nsade  to  learn  whether  they  were  sincere 
or  not  ?  When  it  had  been  in  the  power 
of  ministers  to  put  this  matter  to  the  test, 
it  appeared  to  him,  that  a  noble  lord  (the 
marquis  Wellesley)  had  shewn  a  dilatori- 
neas,  and  a  negligence  of  conduct,  which 
was  quite  astonishing.  In  his  negocia- 
tions  with  the  American  ambawador,  he 
appeared  to  shew  a  considerable  degree 
of  inattention.  The  American  minister 
had  left  the  country ;  the  negociations 
had  completely  broken  off*,  and  must  re- 
commence when  Mr.  Foster  should  arrive 
in  America.  The  communications  be- 
tween the  two  governments  had  now  been 
published  by  America,  and  he  could  con- 
ceive no  other  reason  for  having  denied 
them  to  the  House  of  Commons  but  mere- 
ly to  gain  time.  He  could  not  avoid  feel- 
ing very  sincere  regret,  that  a  minister 
of  such  talents  and  such  temper  as  Mr. 
Pinckney  should  have  left  the  country. 
There  never  was  a  minister  whose  patience 
and  forbearance  had  been  more  put  to 
trial  than  Mr.  Pinckney's,  and  he  thoogfit 
that  it  would  be  hardly  possible  to  find  a 
negociator  equal  to  him,  not  only  for  sup- 

Crting  the  mterests  of  his  own  country, 
t  for  discussing  with  fainiCHS  the  points 
which  were  disputed  between  the  two 
countries.  The  course  of  the  communi- 
cations respecting  the  revocation  of  the 
French  decrees  was  this :  on  the  *25th  of 
August,  Mr.  Pinckney  comraonicsted  to 
the  marquis  Welltsley  the  revocation,  ex- 
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pressing  an  expectation  that  the  Orderw 
in  Council  would  be  revoked  also.     The 
receipt  of  this  fetter  was  not  acknowled^* 
ed  until  the  91st  of  August.     On  the  l^th 
of  October,  the  British  merchants  applied 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  to  know  whether 
the  Orders  in  Council  would  be  revoked 
in  consequence  of  the  revocation  of  the 
French  decrees.     The  vice-president  pro<» 
fessed  entire  ignorance  of  the  revocation 
on  the  part  of  France,  and  advised  the 
merchants  to  call  on  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.    That  minister  was  then  out 
of  town;  and  no  communication  having 
been  made  to  the  merchants  by  the  9\h 
of  November,  they,  on  that  day,  present- 
ed another  memorial,  and  on  the  ]2tb  of 
November,  lord  Bathurst  saw  the  commit- 
tee of  merchants,  and  expressed  a  doubt  of 
the  decrees   being    really    revoked    by 
France,  and  a  wish  for  some  practical 
proof  of  it.    The  Committee  immedisleir 
offi-red,  as  a  way  of  obtaining  this  practi« 
cai  proof,   to  send  off  to   France  a  rich 
American  ship,  which  lay  off  Molher- 
bank,  if  she  could  obtain  protection  from 
the  admiralty  cruisers.    This  ofier  was  re* 
fused.     On  the  1 9th  the  Committee  saw 
lord  Wellesley,  who  expressed  hioiself  to 
the  same  efiect  as  lord  Bathurst  had  done. 
They  o£Eered  to  him  the  same  means  of 
obtaming  a  practical  proof,  and  were  again 
refused.     What  could   be  more  strange 
than  that  ministers,  after  having  always 
professed   that  their   Orders  in    Council 
should  only  subsist  while  the  French  de- 
crees were  in  force,  should  yet  neither 
take  any  measures  themselves  to  ascertain 
whether  the  revocation  was  real  or  not, 
but  should  refuse  the  practical  proof  wheD 
offered  by  the  mf^rchants.     It  appeared  aa 
if  ministers  were  afraid   to  give  up  their 
darling  object.      Lord   Wellesley,  how- 
ever,  said,  that  he  would  give  an  answer 
in  a  few  days.     No  answer,  however,  did 
arrive,  and  on  the  2'2H  of  December  the 
merchants  presf  nted  another  memorial  ; 
and  on  the  29th  they  saw  Mr.  Hamilton, 
the  Under- secietary,  who  told  them  that 
ministers   had  no  fiatisfiictnry    proofs    of 
France  having  actu^lty  given  up  her  de- 
crees.    They  again  presented  a  memorial, 
ow  the  l2thof  January,  without  any  better 
surcesA.     It  did  appear  to  him  that  dor* 
itig  all  this  time  lord  Bathurst  and  lord 
Wellesley  had  shown  gross  inattention  to 
those  iuip<>rtant  interests  which  were  in- 
volved  in  ih^t  question.      On  the  2d  of 
November,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  published  his  proclamation,  doclar* 
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ing  ihat  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decreatbad 
been  revoked.    In  Gonseqoaoca  of  this 

froclamation  many  Tewela  cleared  oat  for 
Vance  from  America.  Some  of  thoM 
^euels  were  taken  by  our  croisers,  and  the 
first  of  them  was  the  Foz^  the  case  of  which 
was  highly  importent,  as  governing  the 
fate  of  the  other  vessels  taken  under  similar 
circumstances.  This  vessel  the  Fox,  was 
claimed  by  the  American  minister  on  the 
ground  that  the  French  decrees  having 
been  repealed,  the  British  Orders  in 
Council  ceased  of  course.  To  this  claim 
no  answer  was  made;  but  the  king's  ad« 
▼ocate  received  a  letter  to  suspend  the  pro- 
ceedings until  after  the  departure  of  Mr. 
Pinckney  and  Mr.  Foster  uom  this  coun* 
try.  Sir  William  Scott  was,  however,  the 
other  day  proceeding  to  give  judgment 
against  the  claimants,  and  only  suspended 
the  judgment  on  its  being  stated  to  him 
that  new  evidence  could  be  produced  of 
the  revocation  of  the  French  decrees. 
This  new  evidence  was  the  letter  of  the 
duke  of  dasaano  to  the  American  Consul, 
Mr.  Russel.  Those  who  first  brought  for* 
ward  these  Orders  in  Council  did  so  from 
the  supposition  that  they  would  operate  in 
fiivour  of  this  country ;  but  when  they 
had  witnessed  the  ill  effects  of  them,  he 
should  have  supposed  that  they  would 
have  been  glad  to  escape  from  them,  and 
would  have  taken  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  moving  for  rescinding  them.  By  their 
licences  they  had  been  in  the  daily  habit 
of  violating  their  own  system,  and  now 
they  seem^  to  wish  to  preserve  only  that 
part  which  had  been  proved  to  be  most 
prejudicial.  All  reciprocitv  of  intercourse 
between  this  country  andf  America  was 
now  at  an  end.  America  was  ready  to 
send  her  exports  to  this  country,  but  not  to 
receive  ours  in  return.  Such,  too,  was  our 
intercourse  with  France,  She  allowed  us, 
for  her  own  interest,  to  purchase  from  her 
articles  of  the  first  necessity,  but  she 
would  admit  no  exports  from  this  country. 
Ministers  had  frequently  been  warned, 
that  their  system  was  attended  with  this 

Sreat  danger,— *that  America  might  be 
riven  to  manufacture  for  herself,  and  then 
even  if  the  present  misunderstanding 
should  be  settlea,  we  should  no  longer  find 
the  market  which  it  was  in  our  power  to 
have  retained.  Our  exports  might  be  en- 
countered in  America  by  domestic  regu- 
lations made  to  protect  their  own  manu- 
factures. By  a  report  of  the  progress  of 
roaiiufactores  in  America,  it  appeared  that 
in  the  year  1810,  tbero  had  been  mann- 
(VOLXX.) 


foctored  in  the  State  of  New  York  atone, 
above  3  millions  of  yards  of  woollen  cloth, 
6,7CX>,000  yards  of  linen,  and  211, 000  oC 
cotton  cloth.  By  this  report  it  was  cer* 
tainly  intended  to  shew  America  that  sho 
could  do  without  England.  Ministers  ap- 
peared to  him  to  have  been  grossly  inat* 
tentive  to  a  subject  of  the  highest  import- 
ance. Whether  they  expecled  war  or  • 
peace,  he  could  not  say  ;  but  it  appeared 
to  him,  that  commercial  war  wu»t  end  in 
actual  war;  and  that  if  the  Orders  in 
Council  were  not  rescinded,  there  must 
soon  be  conflicts  between  the  vessels  of 
the  difierent  countries.— He  had  already 
had  an  opportunity  of  delivering  bis  opi* 
nion  respecting  the  policy  of  this  country 
towards  the  States  uf  Europe.  He. 
should  not  hesitate  still  to  say,  that  he 
wished  the  advantage  might  be  taken 
of  the  present  favourable  posture  of  atiairs 
to  try  whether  peace  were  practicab*^  or. 
not.  He  knew  that  he  was  charged  with 
being  ready  to  accept  any  peace  at  any 
time  :  but  he  trusted  that  he  would  be  aa 
unwilling  as  any  gentleman  to  accept  of 
peace  on  terms  that  were  not  honourablo 
for  this  country.  He  was  ready  to  pay 
the  warmest  tribute  of  his  admiration  to 
the  merit  which  had  been  displayed  by 
lord  Wellington.  Nothing  which  could 
happen  in  future  could  make  him  retract 
from  that  praise  which  he  had  given  to 
what  lord  Wellington  had  already  done  t 
but  looking  at  the  many  glorious  and  san- 
guinary battles  which  had  lately  taken 
place,  he  saw  no  ground  for  confidently 
anticipating  a  favoqrable  result  to  the  war. 
He  therefore  thought  that  it  was  a  time 
that  it  would  be  proper  to  try  whether 
peace,  might  not  be  obtained  on  honour* 
able  and  reasonable  terms. — The  other 
points  to  which  he  wished  to  direct  the  at* 
tention  of  the  |Ioose  was  of  a  nature 
purely  domestic.  He  could  not  help 
thinkmg,  that  with  respect  to  the  state  of 
his  Majesty's  health,  the  country  had  not 
been  fairly  dealt  with.  Every  dbay,  firora 
the  20th  of  February  down  to  the  25th  of 
May,  the  public  were  led  to  believe,  by 
the  Bulletins  which  were  published,  thai 
his  Majesty  was  recovering,  and  woyld  be 
very  soon  fit  to  reassome  the  reins  of  go^ 
vernment ;  and  yet  it  now  appeared  that 
he  was  extremely  ill,  and  the  public  bad 
but  little  reason  to  suppose  him  better  tba« 
he  was  many  months  ago.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  there  ought  to  be  another  ezsb* 
mination  of  the  physicians  before  the  ses« 
sion  was  closed.  On  the  former  cumins 
(2G)  ^ 
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CooQctl.  He  thought  ministera  might  very 
s^ieiy  and  properly  have  rescinded  them 
on  the  declaration  by  France  to  America 
that  the  Milan  and  Berlin  decrees  had 
been  repealed.  It  was  evident  from  the 
conduct  of  the  French  government,  that 
Buonaparte  was  fearful  we  should  think 
they  were  repealed,  and  dreaded  our  act- 
ing accordingly.  He  (Mr.  B.)  was  of 
opinion,  that  if  ministers  had  rescinded  the 
Oiderit  in  Council  at  that  time,  Buonaparte 
would  have  been  greatly  mortified. 

Mr.  Whitbraid  asked  the  right  hon. 
gent  to  judge  of  the  effects  of  their  Orders 
in  Council  from  the  petitions  on  their 
table  from  so  many  thousands  of  their 
hitherto  flourishing  manufacturers?  To 
corsi^r  if  there  could  be  found  any  where 
a  bod^  of  men  more  distressed  ?  if  in  any 
aituation  or  in  any  country,  they  could 
find  a  body  of  industrious  and  ingenious 
men  more  helpless,  or  hopeless,  than  they. 
TLcn  they  might  plume  themselves  on 
their  Orders  in  Council,  but  not  till  then. 

The  Resoiatioa  was  then  pat  and 
agreed  to. 

British  and  Irish  Militias'  Inter- 
CBANQB  Bill.]    On  the  third  reading  of 

this  Birr, 

Mr«<#^W2  expressed,  on  the  part  of 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  some  apprehen- 
•ioDa  as  to  the  secarity  afforded  to  them  by 
the  Bill  for  the  free  exercise  of  their  reli- 

g'ron,  on  accoant  of  the  very  few  places  of 
atholic  worship  in  this  country.  He 
proposed  a  clanse  for  appointing  Catholic 
chaplains  to  the  regiments. 

Mr.  W.  FUtgerM  contended,  that  the 
Catholic  soldier  had  been  protected  in  the 
exercise  of  his  faith,  in  conseouence  of  the 
order  of  the  commander  in  chief. 

General  Maihew  was  of  opinion,  the 
Catholics  could  not  exercise  their  form  of 
worship  in  many  of  the  counties  of  Eng- 
land for  want  of  Friesta.  He  believed  that 
the  regiment  of  Tipperary,  composed  as 
Ihcy  were,  nine-tenths  of  Catholics,  woold 
not  be  secure  in  their  worship. 

Colonel  Bagwdi  having  the  honour  to 
command  the  regiment  alluded  to,  wished 
to  state,  that  he  had  communicated  with 
the  officers  of  his  regiment  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  desired  them  to  state,  for  the 
information  of  the  soldiers,  the  debates 
upon  the  measure.  The  result  of  that 
communication  was  an  nnanimoos  desire, 
on  the  part  of  the  regiment^  to  extend 
their  services  to  Fngland,  satisfied  that 
they  would  experience  protection  in  their 
'  worship  in  the  fulleit  degree. 


Sir  John  Newport  supported  the  claase. 

Lord  CoMtlena^  considered  that  the 
religion  of  the  Catholics  was  perfectly 
secure  without  the  clause  of  the  hon.  gent. 
which  would  not,  if  adopted,  give  any 
additional  security. 

Mr.  Pomonby  insisted,  that  the  Bill  being 
compulsory,  parliament  were  bound  to 
insure  protection  to  their  religious  rights, 
which  the  order  of  the  commander  in  chief 
did  not  insure,  because  that  order  was  re- 
vocable at  pleasure. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ifyder  denied  that  the  Bill 
provided  for  the  exercise  of  worship  by  an 
order  of  the  commander  in  chieCotberwisa 
than  as  acted  upon  in  Ireland.  The  risht 
hon.  gent,  stated,  that  five  or  six  other 
regiments,  in  addition  to  the  Tipperary, 
had  ofiered  their  services,  convinced  that 
in  England  they  should  be  perfectly 
secure. 

Mr.  HitfcAtflsoiisupported  the  G]an8e,aDd 
Mr.  Bankes  opposed  it. 

Sir ./.  C.  Hippkl^  contended,  that  tha 
object  of  the  proposed  Clause  was  not  the 
appointment  of  Roman  Catholic  chap- 
lains to  the  several  Irish  regiments,  as  waa 
apprehended,  but  to  secure  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  soldier  the  free  exercise  of  hia 
religious  opinions,  not  only  by  the  per- 
mission of  attendance,  at  reasonable  times, 
at  the  service  of  his  own  communion,  bat 
to  secure  him  also  from  a  compulsive  at- 
tendance at  the  service  of  the  Established 
Church ;  and  thia  latter  provision  he  preaa* 
ed  most  aeriously  on  the  attention  of  the 
House,  as  it  militated  moch  stronger 
against  the  feelings  of  Catholics  to  be  com- 
pelled to  attend  such  a  service,  than  to  be 
prevented  from  assisting  at  their  own. 
The  canons  of  their  church ;  the  reacrpta 
of  sovereign  pontifis,  and  tha  injunctiona 
of  their  bishops  and  pastors,  were  imU 
formly  opposed  to  their  appearance  at 
places  of  worship  of  another  communion, 
and  these  regulations  are  enforced  by  the 

Cractical  censnrea*  of  their  church.  If  it 
e  contended  that  Catholics  do  not  com* 
plain  to  their  commanding  officers,  it  does 
not  follow  that  they  do  not  feel :— com* 
plaint  on  the  part  of  the  private  soldier^ 
we  must  be  aware,  mi^^ht  often  expose 
him  to  serious  difficultiea.— The  clause 
moved  by  his  hon.  friend  was  in  fact  a  part 
of  the  memorable  bill  introduced  in  1807. 
by  a  noble  earl  (Grey)  who  now  enjoyed 
a  seat  in  another  Hoose,  and  we  know  that 
the  only  avowed  objection  taken  to  that 
bill  was  the  unlimited  extent  of  a  provision 
to  empower  hia  Majeaty  to  grant  military 
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commtttioni  to  any  of  bit  Majesty*!  liege 
•ubjects,  who  tbould  take  and  subscribe  to 
the  proposed  oath  and  declaradon.    The 
enactoi4^nt  in  faroor  of  religious  freedom 
of  worship  was  proposed  to  be  secured^ 
not  only  by  permission  to  the  soldier,  of 
whatever  religious  communion,  dissenting 
from  the  church  of  England,  to  attend,  at 
seasonable  timeSf  the  public  serrice  of  his 
own  communion,  but  also  that  he  should 
not  be  compelled  to  attend  the  religious 
service  of  the  establishment ;  and  those 
provisions  were  likewise  secured  by  ex- 
posing any  commissioned  officer  acting  in 
violation  of  them,  to  be  suspended  or  dis- 
missed from  his  Majesty's  service,  by  the 
sentence  of  a  court  martial.— The  hon. 
baronet  said,  he  wished  to  be  understood 
as  making  no  complaint  that  general  orders 
had  not  been  issued  on  reasonable  appli- 
cation made  to  the  proper  officer,  with  a 
view  to  obviate  the  recurrence  of  luch 
complaints.    He  kn«w,  indeed,  that  four 
such  general  orders  had  been  iisoed  in  the 
western  district  alone,  by  direction  of  his 
royal  highness  the  Duke  of  York.     'Qiose 
general  orders,  however,  had  only  a  tem- 
porary operation,  otherwiie  indeed  the  re- 
petition could  not  have  been  urged. — Sir 
J.  H.  said  he  would  not  take  up  the  time 
of  the  House,  by  adverting  particularly  to 
the  great  mass  of  testimony  he  had  re- 
ceived on  this  head,  and  which  was  of  the 
most  unquestionable  authority.    He  would 
barely  mention,  that  since  the  ducussion 
of  this  question  in  the  present  session, 
although  (he  general  orders  had  been  plead- 
ed to  an  officer  commanding  in  a  northern 
part  of  the  kingdom,  he  did  not  think  him- 
self competent  to  grant  permission  to  the 
Catholic  soldiers  of  his  corps  to  attend 
their  own  chapel,  without  a  special  re- 
currence to  the  general  officer  command- 
ing the  district,  and  having  obtatnrd  his 
sanction,  and  permission  accordingly  given, 
to  attend  the  service  of  their  chapel,  they 
nevertheless  were  afterwards  marched  to 
the  established  church  with  the  rest   of 
the  regiment.   It  was  unpleasant,  sir  J.  H. 
said,  to  state  in  the  House  the  names  of 
the  officers  acting  under  the  same  influ- 
ence of  habitual  practice,  but  he  had  no 
objection  to  state  the   several  facts,  and 
the  authority  on  which  they  stood,  to  his 
Msjesty's   ministers.^ 

*  Sir  J.  H.  immediately  after  his  speech 
communicated  several  letters,  &c.  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on  this 
subject. 


u 
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Sir  J.  H.  said,  that  the  facts  respecting 
the  Roman  Catholic  chaplains,  had  been 
much  misconceived.  Those  chaplains 
who  were  appointed  to  the  four  regiments 
of  Irish  brigade,  un  the  Irish  establish* 
ment,  were  commis.sioned  in  conseauence 
of  a  particular  provision  of  the  legislature, 
authorizing  the  reception  of  those  corps, 
the  officers  and  men  being  wholly  (Ja- 
tholics,  into  bis  Majesty's  service.  Tho 
case  of  the  Glengary  regiment,  which  he 
had  repeatedly  mentioned  in  that  House, 
was  very  dinerently  circumstanced — it 
was  a  regiment  raised  in  Great  Britain, 
and  under  the  ordinary  provisions  of  the 
Mutiny  Act ;  yet  his  Majesty's  ministers 
did  notscrnple  to  recommend  the  appoint* 
ment  of  a  Roman  Catholic  priest  as  chap* 
lain  to  that  regiment,  whose  commission 
was  signed  by  his  Majesty,  and  gazetted 
in  1794— This  fact  is  the  more  remarka* 
ble,  as  in  1798  the  law  officers  of  the 
crown  gave  their  official  opinion,  "  that 
'*  advising  his  Majesty  to  grant  a  com- 
"  mission  to  a  Roman  CathoUc,  is  a  mis- 
**  demeanor  which  may  be  the  subject  of 
parliamentary  animadversion,  supposing 
it  not  to  be  an  ofience  directly  punifiba- 
ble  by  any  proceeding  in  the  ordinary 
"  courts  of  justice." 

In  the  present  instance,  in  the  Irish 
militia  regiments  not  avowedly  and  ex- 
clusively Catholic,  though  a  very  great 
majority  were  of  this  description,  unques- 
tionably it  would  be  a  very  conciliating 
measure,  to  countenance  the  use  of  a  small 
tract,  or  manual  of  devotion,  which  had 
been  expressly  drawn  up,  by  the  authority 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  prelate  of  the 
London  district,  and  recommended  to  the 
use  of  the  Catholics  serving  in  the  fleets 
and  armies  of  Great  Britain.    An  ardent 
hope  was  expressed,  in  the  introdliction 
to  that  work,  that,  by  the  authority  of  the 
legislature,  and  a  just  attention  to  the 
conKientious  feelings  of  so  numerous  a 
body  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  Roman 
Catholic  setmen  and  soldiers,  they  would 
be  exempted,  by  law,  from  attending  the 
service  of  the  established  church;   and 
also,  that  they  might  be  assembled  in 
some  convenient  place,  with  the  permis- 
sion of  their  officers,  and  some  one  among 
them  selected  to  read  the  form  of  prayer 
indicated  in  the  manual.     The  general 
injunctions  introduced  in  this  little  tract, 
as  applying  to  the  duties  of  allegiance,  as 
well  as  social  conduct  towards  those  of  a 
difierent  communion,  and  particularly  the 
explanation  of  the  doctrines  and  practice 
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cf  confession  and  absolution,  are  points 
certainly  worthy  of  reference^  especially 
as  they  are  continually  misrepresented, 
and  most  injuriously  to  the  general  in- 
terests of  the  state. 

The  House  then  divided^  for  the  clause 
21;  against  it  56;  majority  against  the 
clause  35.    The  Bill  was  then  passed. 


HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 


Thursday t  June  6. 

Vote  of  Credit.]  The  order  of  the 
day  for  taking  into  consideration  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent's  Mes- 
sage of  yesterday,  on  this  sul^ect,  being 
read. 

The  Earl  of  Lwerpoolrose,  for  the  purpose 
of  moving  a  corresponding  Address  to  his 
royal  highness  on  the  occasion.  He  deem- 
ed it  unnecessary  to  occupy  their  lord- 
ships' time,  by  offering  any  preliminary 
observations,  as  under  the  known  cir- 
cumstances of  the  times,  the  expediency, 
the  necessity,  and  the  policy  of  the  mea- 
sure proposed  by  the  Message,  were  too 
evident  to  be  dwelt  on.  Fie  should,  there- 
fore, reserve  himself  for  any  objection  that 
might  possibly  be  offered.  He  would, 
however,  state  the  sum  proposed,  or  to  be 
proposed  in  another  place,  as  the  extent 
•f  the  Vote  of  Credit,  namely,  three  mil- 
lions for  England,  and  two  hundred 
thousand  pounds  for  the  service  of  Ireland. 
He  repeated,  that  under  such  circum- 
stances as  the  present,  no  rational  objec- 
tion could  be  made  to  the  placing,  for  the 
purposes  mentioned  in  his  royal  highness's 
Message,  at  the  disposal  of  his  Majesty's 
government,  the  sum  alluded  to,  to  be 
expended  by  ministers,  on  their  respon^^ 
sibilit}^  as  the  exigencies  of  the  case 
might  require.  His  lordship  then  moved 
an  Address  corresponding  with  his  royal 
highness's  Message,  and  assuring  him  of 
the  ready  concurrence  of  their  lordships 
as  desired.— On  the  question  being  put. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  rose  n(A  to  oppose 
the  motion,  but  for  the  purpose  of  advert- 
ing to  a  very  important  consideration  con- 
nected with  the  subject.  He  had  always 
been  of  opinion,  that  it  was  only  in  the 
peninsula,  that  the  French  were  to  be  at- 
tacked with  any  prospect  of  success.  From 
the  successes  hitherto,  he  was  induced  to 
hope  the  contest  would  terminate  in  our 
favour.  He  wished,  however,  to  be  in- 
formed by  the  noble  secretary  of  state, 
whether  it  was  the  intention  of  govern- 
ment to  adopt  measures  for  the  embody- 


ing and  duly  disciplining  a  sufficient  nom* 
ber  of  the  Spanish  troops,  without  which, 
the  French  could  not  be  resisted  with  suc- 
cess, or  efiectual  co-operation  afibvded. 
He  deemed  this  a  point  of  the  highest  im- 
portance, under  the  present  circumstances^ 
and  a  satisfactory  answer  on  the  subject 
would  relieve  his  mind  from  a  great  deal 
of  anxiety. 

The  Earl  of  Ldvafooi  observed,  that 
their  lordships  must  feel  the  question   to 
involve  a  point  of  considerable  delicacy. 
He  could,  however,  answer  generally,  that 
it  was  an  object  his  Majesty's  government 
had  never  lost  sight  of,  and  such  steps  as 
they  deemed  expedient  had  been  taken 
on  the  subject;  but  he  could  not  speak 
more  explicitly,  until  such  arrangements 
should  be  completed  as  might  be  regn* 
larly   laid  before    the  parliament.      He 
would  say  thus  much,  both  with  respect  co 
the  description  of  troops  alluded  to   by 
the  noble  earl,  and  of  the  officers  who 
commanded  them,  that  they  were  greatly 
advanced  in  point  of  discipline  and  ge- 
neral improvement  within  the  last  threa 
months.    And  of^  this  the  occurrences  at 
the  late  glorious  action  at  Alboera,  had 
afforded  manifest  proofs,  by  the  gallantry, 
skill,  and  valour,  displayed  by  that  por* 
tion  of  the  allied  forces — forming  a  most 
rational  ground  for  confidence,  that  in  doe 
time  those  troops  would  answer  every  pos* 
sible  expectation. 

The  question  was  again    put,  and  the 
Address  voted  nem.  dia. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

TkuTsday,  June  6» 

PaTITION      OF     THB     PrOTBSTANTS     OF 

Class  in  favour  of  the  Roman  Ca* 
THoucs  OF  Ieblaiid.]  Sir  Edward  O'Brien 
presented  a  Petition  from  his  Msjesty's 
loyal  and  dutiful  subjects  the  Protestant 
gentry  and  freeholders  of  the  county 
of  Clare,  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  Petitioners*  the  gentry  snd 
freeholders  of  the  county  of  Clare,  mem* 
hers  of  the  Established  Church,  beg  leave 
to  approach  the  House  with  the  most  cor* 
dial  assurances  of  their  inflfxible  loyalty 
to  his  Majesty's  sacred  person,  family  sikI 
government,  and  of  their  unalterable  at- 
tachment to  the  genuine  principles  of  oar 
happy  constitution;  actuated  by  such 
loyalty  and  i^ttachment,  they  deem  it  their 
duty  respectfully  to  call  the  particular  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  situation  of 
exclusion  and  inferiority   in  which  their 
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Roman  Citholic  Brethren  are  placed,  and 
they  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  con- 
Tiction,  that  the  remoTal  of  the  restraints, 
privations  and  penalties  under  which  they 
labour  must  effectually  and  immediately 
operate  to  combing  the  strength  and  con- 
solidate the  resources  of  the  Empire  ;  they 
do  especially  claim  the  attention  of  the 
House  at  the  present  awful  and  momentous 
crisis,  when  it  is  the  interest  and  the  duty 
of  every  faithful  subject  of  these  realms  to 
promote  and  maintain  an  enthusiasticspirit 
of  loyalty  among  bis  Majesty's  subjects  of 
every  sect,  and  of  every  religious  deno* 
mination ;  and,  from  the  opportunity  their 
country  affords  them  of  frequent  inter- 
course with  their  Catholic  fellow  subjects, 
they  can  .iiost  solemnly  assure  the  House 
there  is  nothing  in  their  principles  or  con- 
duct to  justify  or  to  palliate  anv  system  of 
exclusion  or  reserve  towards  them  ;  and 
tbey  are  convinced,  that  to  restore  them 
to  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  constitution, 
is  a  debt  due  to  justice  and  good  policy, 
and  they  do  not  hesitate  to  declare,  that 
such  restoration  is  calculated,  above  all 
other  measures,  to  support  the  independ- 
ence, integrity  and  security  of  the  empire, 
to  promote  harmony  among  fellow  sub- 
jects, and  charity  among  fellow  Christians, 
and  to  combine  every  heart  and  hand  in 
defence  ol  our  revered  sovereign  and  of 
the  only  free  constitution  in  the  European 
world  ;  and  praying  the  House  to  relieve 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  from  those 
laws  by  which  they  are  at  present  afflicted, 
and,  by  so  doing,  to  give  all  classes  of  his 
MaJMty's  subjects  wa  equal  interest  in 
maintaining  the  security  and  independence 
of  their  common  country/' 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  do  lie 
^ipon  the  table. 

SfiaaA  Lbonb.]  Mr.  W.  Smith  rose  in 
pursuance  of  the  notice  which  he  had 
given  last  night,  to  move  for  the  rescind- 
ing of  the  motion  for  the  production  of 
papers  relative  to  the  colony  of  Sierra 
Leone,  which  had  been  made  by  an  hon. 
gent.  That  motion  had  been  made  with- 
out any  previous  notice,  and  was  for  the 
production  of  papers,  some  of  which  would 
be  unintelligible  without  others,  and  some 
contained  gross  and  libellous  matter  against 
persons  in  this  country,  who  were  ex- 
treasely  anxious  for  the  most  minute  inves- 
tigation, and  would  have  been  happy  if 
the  hon.  gent  could  have  gone  into  the 
onquiry  this  year,  but  as  the  session  was 
so  far  advanced,  there  was  little  proepect 
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of  it.  The  only  effect  of  the  motion 
would  be,  that  the  Papers  would  lie  on  the 
table,  which  could  answer  no  good  end» 
and  might  be  extremely  prejudicial  to  the 
individuals  whose  characters  were  impli* 
cated.  He  therefore  would  move, ''  That 
the  order  for  the  production  of  Papers,  re« 
lative  to  Sierra  Leone,  be  rescinded/* 

The  Speaker  begged  to  suggest  to  the 
hon.  member,  that  if  the  AddreHs  for  the 
production  of  those  Papers  had  been  pre- 
sented (and  be  understood  it  was),  this  mo- 
tion would  come  too  late.  It  would  only 
be  in  the  power  of  the  House  to  impound 
the  Papers,  so  as  to  prevent  their  contents 
from  being  known,  or  to  present  another 
Address  to  the  Prince  Regent  on  the  sub- 
ject. Perhaps  the  best  plan  would  be  to 
prevent  the  Papers  from  being  printed  in 
the  present  session. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  expressed  his  acqui- 
escence in  the  proposition,  which  was 
adopted. 

Complaint  agadist  Mr.  Mansill 
Philipps,  A  Member.]  Mr.  jLodbAor/ said, 
that  he  rose  with  considerable  pain  and 
reluctance  on  the  present  occasion,  as  th« 
motion  which  it  fell  to  his  lot  to  make, 
deeply  affected  the  honour  and  reputation 
of  a  Member  of  that  House.  The  circom* 
stances  were  attended  with  considerablo 
notoriety,  and  were  briefly  as  follows ; 
an  elector  of  Stafford,  a  Mr.  Peter  Batty, 
had  applied  to  a  member  of  that  House, 
desiring  to  know  how  he  should  obtain  th« 
discharge  of  a  marine,  and  had  been  told, 
that,  on  giving  fifty  guineas  to  the  bon^ 
member,  the  business  should  be  effected ; 
this  practice  was  understood  to  be  per- 
fectly legal  and  common,  and  the  sum  de** 
sired  was  given.  Some  time  afler,  an  ap^ 
plication  was  made  respecting  the  dis- 
charge of  the  marine,  and  the  hon.  mem- 
ber said,  that  the  money  had  been  trans- 
mitted through  the  regular  channels,  and 
that  the  man  would  be  immediately  dis- 
charged, which,  however,  was  not  the 
case,  and  on  more  minute  enquiry,  it  was 
found  that  the  fifty  guineas,  instead  of 
being  applied  to  the  purposes  for  which 
they  were  intended,  were  paid  in  discharge 
of  an  account  to  a  grocer  at  Wimbledon  ! 
Upon  this,  the  person  who  had  intrusted 
this  sum  to  the  hon.  member  had  preferred 
an  indictment  against  him  in  the  Epiphany 
session,  1809,  in  the  county  of  Surry,  bat 
the  hon.  member  did  not  think  proper  lo 
appear  to  the  indictment.  The  elector  of 
Stafford  had  then  applied  for  a  warrant  to 
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of  confession  and  absolution,  are  points 
certainly  worthy  of  reference,  especially 
as  they  are  continually  misrepresented, 
and  most  injuriously  to  the  general  in- 
terests of  the  state. 

The  House  then  divided,  for  the  clause 
21;  against  it  56;  majority  against  the 
clause  35.     The  Bill  was  then  passed. 


BOUSB   OF    LORDS. 

Thursday,  June  6. 

Vote  of  Credit.]  The  order  of  the 
day  for  taking  into  consideration  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent's  Mes- 
•age  of  yesterday,  on  this  subject^  being 
read. 

The  Earl  of  Lwerpoolrone,  for  the  purpose 
of  moving  a  corresponding  Address  to  his 
royal  highness  on  the  occasion.  He  deem- 
ed it  unnecessary  to  occupy  their  lord- 
fhips'  time,  by  offering  any  preliminary 
observations,  as  under  the  known  cir- 
cumstances of  the  times,  the  expediency, 
the  necessity,  and  the  policy  of  the  mea- 
sure proposed  by  the  Message,  were  too 
evident  to  be  dwelt  on.  He  should,  there- 
fore, reserve  himself  for  any  objection  that 
might  possibly  be  offered.  He  would, 
however,  state  the  sum  proposed,  or  to  be 
proposed  in  another  place,  as  the  extent 
ef  the  Vote  of  Credit,  namely,  three  mil- 
lions for  England,  and  two  hundred 
thousand  pounds  for  the  service  of  Ireland. 
He  repeated,  that  under  such  circum* 
stances  as  the  present,  no  rational  objec- 
tion could  be  made  to  the  placing,  for  the 
purposes  mentioned  in  his  royal  highness's 
Message,  at  the  disposal  of  his  Majesty's 
government,  the  sum  alluded  to,  to  be 
expended  by  ministers;  on  their  respon>> 
aibility,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  case 
might  require.  His  lordship  then  moved 
an  Address  corresponding  with  his  royal 
highness's  Message,  and  assuring  him  of 
the  ready  concurrence  of  their  lordships 
as  desired.— On  the  question  being  put, 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  rose  ndl  to  oppose 
the  motion,  but  for  the  purpose  of  advert- 
ing to  a  very  im|)ortant  consideration  con- 
nected with  the  subject.  He  had  always 
been  of  opinion,  that  it  was  only  in  the 
peninsula,  that  the  French  were  to  be  at- 
tacked  with  any  prospect  of  success.  From 
the  successes  hitherto,  he  was  induced  to 
hope  the  contest  would  terminate  in  our 
favour.  He  wished,  however,  to  be  in- 
formed by  the  noble  secretary  of  state, 
whether  it  was  the  intention  of  govern- 
ment to  adopt  measurei  for  the  embody* 


ing  and  duly  disciplining  a  sufficient  noon* 
her  of  the  Spanish  troops,  without  which, 
the  French  could  not  be  resisted  with  suc- 
cess, or  elTectual  co-operation  affovded. 
He  deemed  this  a  point  of  the  highest  im* 
portance,  under  the  present  circumstancea, 
and  a  satisfactory  answer  on  the  subject 
would  relieve  his  mind  from  a  great  deal 
of  anxiety. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpooi  observed,  that 
their  lordships  must  feel  the  question   to 
involve  a  point  of  considerable  delicacy. 
He  could,  however,  answer  generally,  that 
it  was  an  object  his  Majesty's  government 
had  never  lost  sight  of,  andf  such  steps  as 
they  deemed  expedient  had  been  taken 
on  the  subject ;  but  he  coo  Id  not  speak 
more  explicitly,  until  such  arrangements 
should  be  completed  as  might  be  regn* 
larly   laid  before    the  parliament.      He 
would  say  thus  much,  both  with  respect  to 
the  description  of  troops  alluded  to   by 
the  noble  earl,  and  of  the  officers  who 
commanded  them,  that  they  were  greatly 
advanced  in  point  of  discipline  and  ge« 
neral  improvement  within  the  last  tfarea 
months.     And  of^  this  the  occurrences  at 
the  late  glorious  action  at  Alboera,  had 
afforded  manifest  proofs,  by  the  gallantry, 
skill,  and  valour,  displayed  by  that  por« 
tion  of  the  allied  forces — forming  a  most 
rational  ground  for  confidence,  that  in  doe 
time  those  troops  would  answer  every  pot* 
sible  expectation. 

The  question  was  again    pot«  and  tba 
Address  voted  neifi.  dis. 
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Thuriday,  June  6* 

Petition  op  thb  Protestants  or 
Cla^b  in  favour  of  the  Roman  Ca* 
THOLiGs  OF  Ireland.]  Sir  Edward  O'Brien 
presented  a  Petition  from  his  Majesty's 
loyal  and  dutiful  subjects  the  Protestant 
gentry  and  freeholders  of  the  county 
of  Clare,  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  P(*titioners«  the  gentry  and 
freeholders  of  the  county  of  Clare,  mem* 
bers  of  the  Established  Church,  beg  leave 
to  approach  the  House  with  the  most  cor* 
dial  assurances  of  their  inflfxible  loyally 
to  Ills  Majesty's  sacred  person,  family  and 
government,  and  of  their  unalterable  st* 
tachment  to  the  genuine  principles  of  our 
happy  convtitution ;  actuated  by  such 
loyalty  and  i^ttachment,  they  deem  it  their 
duty  respectfully  to  call  the  particular  at* 
tendon  of  the  House  to  the  situation  of 
exclusion  and  inferiority   in  which  their 
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Roman  C^hoHc  Brethren  are  placed,  and 
they  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  con- 
Tiction,  that  the  removal  of  the  restraints, 
priTations  and  penalties  under  which  they 
labour  must  etifectually  and  immediately 
operate  to  combing  the  strength  and  con- 
solidate the  resources  of  the  Empire  ;  they 
do  especially  claim  the  attention  of  the 
House  at  the  present  awful  and  momentous 
crisis,  when  it  is  the  interest  and  the  duty 
of  every  faithful  subject  of  these  realms  to 
promote  and  maintain  an  enthusiastic  spirit 
of  loyalty  among  bis  Majesty's  subjects  of 
every  sect,  and  of  every  religious  deno* 
mination ;  and,  from  the  opportunity  their 
country  affords  them  of  frequent  inter- 
course with  their  Catholic  fellow  subjects, 
they  can  roost  solemnly  assure  the  House 
there  >«8  nothing  in  their  principles  or  con* 
duct  to  justify  or  to  palliate  any  system  of 
ezclosioa  or  reserve  towards  them  ;  and 
Ibey  are  convinced,  that  to  restore  them 
to  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  constitution, 
is  a  debt  doe  to  justice  and  good  policy, 
and  they  do  not  hesitate  to  declare,  that 
such  restoration  is  calculated,  above  all 
other  measures,  to  support  the  independ* 
ence,  integrity  and  security  of  the  empire, 
to  promote  harmony  among  fellow  sub* 
jects,  and  charity  among  fellow  Christians, 
and  to  combine  every  heart  and  hand  in 
defence  of  our  revered  sovereign  and  of 
the  only  free  constitution  in  the  European 
world  ;  and  praying  the  House  to  relieve 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  from  those 
laws  by  which  they  are  at  present  afflicted, 
and,  by  so  doing,  to  give  all  classes  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects  an  equal  interest  in 
maiataiaing  the  security  and  independence 
of  their  common  country/' 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  do  lie 
1qK>n  the  table. 

Sf  aasA  Lbons.]  Mr.  IT.  Smith  rose  in 
pursuance  of  the  notice  which  he  had 
given  last  night,  to  move  for  the  rescind- 
ing of  the  motion  for  the  production  of 
papers  relative  to  the  colony  of  Sierra 
Leone,  which  had  been  made  by  an  hon. 
genu  That  motion  had  been  made  with- 
out any  previous  notice,  and  was  for  the 
production  of  papers,  some  of  wMch  would 
M  unintelligible  without  others,  and  some 
contained  gross  and  libellous  matter  against 
persons  in  this  country,  who  were  ex- 
tremely anxious  for  the  most  minute  inves- 
tigation, and  would  have  been  happy  if 
the  hon.  gent  could  have  gone  into  the 
•nquiry  this  year,  but  as  the  session  was 
so  far  advanced,  there  was  little  prospect 
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of  it.  The  only  ^ffect  of  the  motioo 
would  be,  that  the  Papers  would  lie  on  the 
table,  which  could  answer  no  good  end, 
and  might  be  extremely  prejudicial  to  the 
individuals  whose  characters  were  impli- 
cated. He  therefore  would  move,  "  That 
the  order  for  the  production  of  Papers,  re- 
lative to  Sierra  Leone,  be  rescinded.'* 

The  ^aker  begged  to  suggest  to  the 
hon.  member^  that  if  the  Add  rem  for  the 
production  of  those  Papers  had  been  pre- 
sented (and  be  understood  it  was),  this  mo- 
tion would  come  too  late.  It  would  only 
be  in  the  power  of  the  House  to  impound 
the  Papers,  so  as  to  prevent  their  contents 
from  being  known,  or  to  present  another 
Address  to  the  Prince  Regent  on  the  sub- 
ject. Perhaps  the  best  plan  would  be  to 
prevent  the  Papers  from  being  printed  in 
the  present  session. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  expressed  his  acqui- 
escence in  the  proposition,  which  was 
adopted. 

Complaint  agaikst  Mr.  Mansxli. 
Philipps,  A  Member.]  Mt,  Lockhart  md, 
that  he  rose  with  considerable  pain  and 
reluctance  on  the  present  occasion,  as  tha 
motion  which  it  fell  to  his  lot  to  make, 
deeply  affected  the  honour  and  reputation 
of  a  Member  of  that  House.  The  circum- 
stances were  attended  with  considerablo 
notoriety,  and  were  briefly  as  follows; 
an  elector  of  StafiR>rd,  a  Mr.  Peter  BaUy, 
had  applied  to  a  member  of  that  House, 
desiring  to  know  how  he  should  obtain  tha 
discharge  of  a  marine,  and  had  been  told, 
that,  on  giving  fifty  guineas  to  the  bon> 
member,  the  business  should  be  effected  ; 
this  practice  was  understood  to  be  per^ 
fectly  legal  and  common,  and  the  sum  de» 
sired  was  given.  Some  time  afler,  an  ap^ 
plication  was  made  respecting  the  dis- 
charge of  the  marine,  and  the  hon.  mem- 
ber said,  that  the  money  had  been  trans- 
mitted through  the  regular  channels,  and 
that  the  roan  would  be  immediately  dis- 
charged, which,  however,  was  not  the 
case,  and  on  more  minute  enquiry,  it  was 
found  that  the  fifty  guineas,  instead  of 
being  applied  to  the  purposes  for  which 
they  were  intended,  were  paid  in  discharge 
of  an  account  to  a  grocer  at  Wimbledon  ! 
Upon  this,  the  person  who  had  intrusted 
this  sum  to  the  hon.  member  had  preferred 
an  indictment  against  him  in  the  Epiphany 
session,  1809,  in  the  county  of  Surry,  hot 
the  hon.  member  did  not  think  proper  to 
appear  to  the  indictment.  The  elector  of 
Stoffi>rd  had  then  applied  for  a  warrant  to 
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leveral  jastices  of  the  peaccj  in  Surry^and 
to  lord  £llenborougb>fvho  refiued  to  grant 
it»  for  fear  of  infringing  the  privileges  of 
that  House.  Thus  situated,  deprived  of 
«U  redress  through  the  ordinary  channels 
of  justice,  Mr.  Batty  had  drawn  up  a  Pe* 
tition  to  that  honourable  House,  the 
prayer  of  which  was,  that  an  order,  might 
be  issued  to  the  hon.  member  to  appear, 
and  if  the  House  in  its  wisdom  did  not 
grant  that,  that  it  would  afford  such  other 
relief  to  the  Petitioner,  as  might  seem  ex- 
pedient. After  what  had  gone  abroad 
on  this  subject,  and  the  investigation 
which  was  likely  to  take  place,  he  felt 
DO  reluctance  in  stating,  that  the  member 
implicated  in  this  charge  was  Mr.  Richard 
Mansell  Philipps,  one  of  the  representa- 
tites  for  Stafford;  He  had  had  some 
communication  with  Mr.  Philipps,  and 
had  been  told  by  him,  that  he  had  directed 
his  attorney  to  enquire  into  the  business. 
He  hoped  the  hon.  member  had  taken 
such  steps  as  were  incumbent  upon  him ; 
but  as  nothing  had  been  done,  ne  felt  it 
his  duty  tobnng  it  before  the  House.  He 
had  searched  the  Journals  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  whether  the  privileges  of 
the  House  extended  to  the  protection  of 
the  hon.  member,  but  he  could  not  *find 
'suiy  exemption  from  process  of  indictment 
forofifences;  and  in  the  year  1641,  (cer- 
tain[y  not  a  very  propitious  period  to  refer 
to),  upon  a  report  made  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  they  came  to  several  resolutions, 
one  of  which  was,  that  the  privilege  of 

Carliament  was  not  to  extend  to  cases  of 
reach  of  peace,  or  to  any  thing  done  out 
of  parliament :  and  subsequent  to  that  pe- 
riod, it  appeared  from  the  best  authors, 
most  of  whom  were  summed  up  in  the 
admirable  work  of  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone, 
that  no  member  could  claim  exemption 
for  an  indictable  offence,  or  for  any  libel- 
lous publication.  There,  therefore,  could 
exist  no  difficulty  on  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding  in  point  of  privilege  ;  but,  if  the 
statement  in  the  petition  were  true,  there 
existed  some  dil&culty  from  the  opinions 
delivered  by  law  authorities  out  of  doors, 
that  the  privilegesbf  the  House  intervened 
to  prevent  the  administration  of  justice  to 
the  party  aggrieved. 

i  The  Speaker  observed,  that  as  the  hon. 
member  had  brought  forward  a  very  grave 
case,  deeply  afftfcting  the  reputation  of  a 
number  of  that  House,  who  was  absent,  it 
would  be  more  regular,  before  the  petition 
was  presented,  to  give  an  opportunity  to 
that  member  to  be  present^  by  appoint- 
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ing  a  day  for  bringing  the 
ward. 

Mr.  LoelAari  approved  of  the  soggaatioD 
of  the  Speaker,  and  moved,  <«  That  Mr. 
Richard  Mansell  Philipps  be  required  to 
attend  in  his  place  upon  tomorrow  ae'n* 
night;"  which  was  agreed  to. 

VfCB  AoMiaALTT  Couar  op  Malta.] 
Lord  Cotkrme  rose  to  make  the  notioa 
of  which  he  had  give  notice.  The  noble 
lord  began  by  stating  that  he  had  before 
had  occasion  to  trotible  the  House  on  this 
subject^  but  he  then  failed  in  his  attempt 
to  obtain  justice,  on  the  ground  that  there 
was  not  sufficient  evidence  of  the  fiM:U 
stated  to  warrant  the  House  in  entertaining 
his  motion.  He  had  since  however  per- 
sonally been  at  Malta,  and  had  procured 
such  a  chain  of  evidence,  that  if  the  House 
should  now  be  pleased  to  enterUin  his 
motion,  he  had  no  doubt  but  he  should  be 
able  to  lay  before  them  such  a  connected 
string  of  evidence  of  flagrant  abuses  in  the 
Vice-Admiralty  Court  at  the  Island  of 
Malta,  as  would  astonish  all  who  heard  it« 
He  would  undertake  to  prove,  that  if  the 
Court  of  Admiralty  at  home  would  do  their 
duty  one  third  of  the  naval  force  now  em- 
plojred  in  the  Mediterranean  would  be 
sufficient  for  all  purposes  for  which  it  was 
employed  there,  and  that  a  saving  might 
be  made  in  the  naval  service  alone  of  al 
least  five  millions  sterling  a  .year.  If  the 
Committee  for  which  he  moved  last  year 
had  been  granted,  the  evidence  to  prove 
this  might  now  have  been  before  the 
House.  The  noble  lord  then  read  a  letter 
from  a  captoin  of  a  vessel  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  complaining'*  that  the  officers 
of  ships  of  war  were  so  pillaged  by  thos^ 
of  the  Vice-Admiralty  Courts,  that  ho 
wished  to  know  how  they  could  be  re* 
lieved;  whether  tbeyroold  be  allowed 
the  liberty  to  send  their  prizes  home,  and 
how  for  the  jorisdictioii  of  the  Vice  Ad* 
miralty  Court  extended,  for  that  tho 
charges  of  that  Court  were  so  exorbitant, 
it  required  the  whole  amount  of  the  Taloo 
of  a  good  prize  to  satisfy  them.  In  tho 
case  of  one  vessel  that  was  sold  for  eleven 
thousand  rupees,  the  charges  amounted  to 
more  than  ten  thousand.  This  was  ihm 
case  at  Penang,  Malacca,  and  other  places 
as  well  as  at  the  Cane.  He  would  not, 
however,  wish  to  dwell  on  this,  but  pot  it 
to  the  feelingsof  the  House,  whether  naval 
officers  had  any  stimulus  to  do  eren  their 
duty,  when  the  prizes  they  took  would  noi 
pay  the  fees  of  the  yice*Admiralty  Courts 
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merely  for  condeoinJDg  them?  Ik  had 
been  staled  the  otberday  at  some  meeting 
or  dinner,  by  a  very  grave  personage,  the 
lord  Chancellor,  that  the  ships  of  France 
^ere  only  to  be  foand  in  our  ports.  If 
that  statement  were  believed  by  ministers, 
he  should  be  glad  to  know  why  we  at  this 
moment  kept  up  140  sail  of  the  line,  and 
frigates  and  sloops  of  war  in  proportion  to 
that  number.  His  lordship  then  produced 
the  copy^f  a  Proctor's  Bill  in  the  Island  of 
Malta,  which  he  said  measured  six 
fathoms  and  a  quarter*  and  contained 
many  curious  charges.  [The  unrolliog  this 
copy  caused  a  general  laugh,  as  it  appeared 
long  enough  to  reach  from  one  end  of  the 
House  to  the  other.]  This  Proctor,  the 
noble  lord  said,  acted  in  the  double  capacity 
of  Proctor  and  Marshal ;  and  in  the  former 
capacity  feed  himself  for  consulting  and 
instructing  himself  as  counsel,  jury,  and 
judge,  which  he  himself  represented  in  the 
character  of  Marshal ;  so  that  all  those 
fees  were  for  himself  in  the  one  character, 
and  paid  to  the  same  himself  in  the  other. 
He  then  read  several  of  the  fees,  which 
ran  thus— for  attending  the  Marshal  (him- 
self) 2  crowns,  2  scudi,  and  2  reals ;  and  so 
on,  in  several  other  capacities  in  which  he 
attended,  consulted  and  instructed  himself, 
were  charged  several  fees  to  the  same 
amount.  An  hon.  member,  not  then  in 
the  House,  had  last  year  opposed  the 
motion  he  had  brought  forward  for  a  Com- 
mittee to  enquire  into  this  subject;  but 
on  seeing  thele  articles  of  this  his  own 
proctor's  Bill,  his  lordship  flattered  himself, 
that  the  hon.  member  would  now  join  in 
the  support  of  the  present  motion.  The 
noble  lord  said  he  had  produced  the  copy 
of  the  Bill  to  shew  the  length  of  it.  He 
then  shewed  the  original ;  and  to  shew 
the  equity  and  moderation  of  the  Vice- 
Admiralty  Court,  he  read  one  article, 
where, on  the  taxation4>f  a  Bill,  the  Court, 
for  deducting  50  crowns,  charged  35 
crowns  for  their  trouble  in  doing  it.  A 
vessel  was  valued  at  8,608  crowns,  and  the 
Marshal  received  one  per  cent,  for  deliver- 
ing her,  and  in  the  end,  the  net  proceeds 
amounted  to  no  more  than  1,900  crowns 
out  of  8608 — all  the  rest  had  been  embez- 
aled  and  swallowed  up  in  the  Prize  Court. 
He  watf  sorry,  he  said,  to  trespass  on  the 
time  of  the  House,  on  a  day  when  another 
matter  of  io^portance  was  to  come  before 
them.  He  pledged  himself,  however,  that 
no  subject  could  be  introduced  more 
highly  deserving  their  serious  attention 
and  consideration.  He  would  not  trouble 
(VOL.  XX.) 


them  with  any  thing  concerning  himself 
because  he  trusted  be  had  a  remedy  else- 
where.   The  noble  lord  then  stated,  that 
altering  or  regulating  the  fees  established 
by  the  King  m  council,  for  the  Island  of 
Malta,  was  contrary  to  Act  of  Parliament; 
that  when  he  went  to  Malta,  five  years  ago, 
he  found  the  fees  very  exorbitant ;   and  'm 
order  to  prove  to  the  House  that  the  fees 
demanded  now  were  fees  which  had  been 
altered  since  the  table  of  fees  was  sent  out, 
the  noble  lord  menf^jned  an  instance  oF 
thirteen  small  vessels  which  had    been 
taken  by  the  gallant  captain  Brenton,  who  . 
lately  lost  his  arm  in  the  service,  being 
brought  into  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court  for 
condemnation:    the    charge    made    for 
doing  that  act  (which  must  be  done  be- 
fore the  prizes  could  be  sold,)  was  SJ6i 
crowns;    but  on  a  severe  remonstrance 
from  Captain  Brenton,  the  Judge  deducted 
3,50i  crowns,  and  was  glad  to  accept  265 
crowns,  instead  of  3,767,  rather  than  have 
a  noise  made  about  it  in  England.     He 
could  assure  the  House,  the  subject  was 
well  worthy  their  attention ;    and  if  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  knew  all  the  cir* 
cumstances,  he  was  confident  that,  instead 
of  opposing,  they  would  support  his  mo- 
tion.    He  meant  to  accuse  the  Judge,  the 
Marshal,  and  the  Register  of  the  Court* 
with  abuse  of  their  offices^  and  concluded 
by  moving,  "  That  there  be  laid  before 
this  House,  1.  Copy  of  the  Commission  or 
Appointment  of  Dr.  Sewell  to  oflSciate  as 
Judge  of  the  Vice  Admiralty  Court  of 
Malta.    2.    Copy  of  the  Commission  or 
Appointment  of  Mr.  John  Jackson  to  the 
ofTlce  of  Marshal  of  the  said  Court.  3.  list 
of  the  Proctors  officiating  in  the  said  Court, 
with  the    dates    of  their  admission.     4. 
Copy  of  the  Appointment  of  Mr.  Locker 
to  execute  the  office  of  Register  of  the* 
said  Court.     5.  Copies  of  the  several  de- 
putations given  by  the  Register  and  the 
Marshal  of  the  said  Court  to  their  respec- 
tive deputies  to  the  end  of  February  .last; 
together  with  the  notifications  of  those  ap- 
pointments to  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty* 
or  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  with  the  rea- 
sons assigned   for  such    nominations  or 
appointments.     6.  Copies  of  any  repre* 
mentations  made   to  the   Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Admiralty  regarding  the  in- 
compatibility of  the  situations  of  Proctor  ^ 
and  Marshal  united  at  Malta  in  the  per- 
son of  Mr.  Jackson,  and  the  consequent 
correspondence  with  the  Court  of  Admi* 
ralty,  or  the  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Ad« 
miralty,  on  that  subject.    7.  Copy  of  aajr 
(3H) 
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girenton  the  occasion] to  which  he  allud- 
ed. The  result  was  all  that  be  had  now  to 
do  with.  The  House  must  remember^ 
that  the  first  motion  was  for  an  Address  to 
the  Kingx  charging  his  Royal  Highness 
with  personal  corruption  and  connivance. 
This  proposition  was  negatived,  and  he 
himself  was  one  of  those  who  had  voted 
against  it.  But  he  was  not  therefore  of 
opinion  that  the  Duke  of  York  was  ab- 
solved from  the  minor  charges  that  bad 
been  brought  against  him.  He  thought 
he  had  been  guilty  of  that  criminal 
negligence  bordering  on  connivance  which 
rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to  con- 
tinue in  office.  In  this  opinion  the  ma- 
jority of  the  House  perhaps  did  not  concur, 
but  there  was  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  majority  of  the  House  was  then  pre- 
pared to  have  come  to  a  resolution  which 
must  have  led  to  the  resignation  of  his 
Royal  Highness.  He  himself  was  not  in 
the  House  at  the  time  of  the  transaction 
which  he  was  about  to  state,  but  he  under- 
stood that  a  motion  had  been  made  by 
a  right  hon.  gentleman,  the  member  for 
Bristol  (Mr.  Bathurst)  that  must  have  had 
the  effect  of  excluding  the  Duke  of  York 
from  office.  If  the  motion  had  been 
brought  to  a  division,  either  that  or  som- 
thing  like  it  would  certainly  have  passed  \ 
but  an  Amendment  had  been  proposed  by 
a  noble  friend  of  his  (lord  Altborpe)  state- 
ing  that,  as  the  Duke  of  York  had  resigned 
his  situation,  it  was  unnecessary  now  to 
proceed  any  farther  in  the  business.  With 
the  exception  of  the  word  'now,'  that 
Amendment  stood  on  the  Journals:  it 
atood  on  their  Journals  that  the  reason  why 
the  House  had  not  proceeded  to  a  vote 
which  must  have  been  followed  by  the 
escltision  of  his  Royal  Highness  from  of- 
fice, was,  that  he  had  resigned.  What 
other  construction  did  the  resolution  of  his 
noble  friend  adroit  of  than  this  in  sub- 
stance, that  if  bis  Royal  Highness  had  not 
resigned,  the  House  would  in  that  case 
have  felt  it  necessary  to  have  adopted 
some  further  course  of  proceeding.^  In  so 
understanding  that  Resolution,  he  con- 
tended that  he  was  putting  upon  it  no 
forced  construction,  but  one  that  arose 
iairly  out  of  the  obvious  interpretation  of  it. 
It  was  apon  this  ground  that  he  rested  the 
motion  wnich  he  intended  to  submit  to 
their  consideration.  The  object  of  that 
motion  was  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  that 
House,  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  not 
slightly  questioned  in  the  re-appointment 
•f  his  royal  highness;  and  by  maintain- 


ing the  dignity  of  that  House,  he  thought 
he  took  the  most  effectual  means  to  uphold 
the  reputation  of  the  government,  SLod  to 
secure  the  purity  of  administration.      He 
was  well  aware  to  what  misconstruciios 
he  was  liable  as  to  the  motives  that  bad 
influenced  him  in  taking  the  step  he  had 
done.     It  might  be  imputed  to  hiro,  that 
he  had  been  solely  actuated  by  the   poor 
ambition  of  courting  a  little  transient  po- 
pularity.    Whether  that  actually  was  hts 
character,  or  ought  to  be  his  character,  be 
should  leave  to  others  to  determine;  btti 
this  he  would  say,  that  with  the  opinions 
be  entertatMed  of  the  re-appointment  of 
his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  York,  and 
with  the  deep  sense  of  his  public   duty 
which  such  opinions  had  necessarily  im* 
pressed  upon  him:  if,  -ander  such  a  con- 
viction, he  bad  swerved  from  that  duty, 
or  had  permitted  any  personal  consider- 
ations to  have  obstructed  him  in  the  dia- 
charge  of  it,  in  that  case  he  shoald  have 
richly   merited    all   the  reproaches   that 
could  possibly  have  been  cast  upon  him. 
This,  however,  he  had  not  done ;  he  had 
seen  his  duty,  and  had  seen  also  that  it 
would  be  a  most  painful  one  to  perform  ; 
but,  painful  as  it  might  be,  he  had  re* 
solved  to  follow  it  up  as  i'aithfully  as  be 
could,  whether    through    evil    report  or 
good  report.    Thus  much  as  to  his  mo- 
tives.    With  respect,  then,  to  the  re-ap- 
pointment of   his    Royal    Highness,  he 
would  ask  the  House  if  they  could  agree 
to  sanction  an  appointment  made  in  vir* 
tual  opposition  to  their  own  recorded  ten* 
timents  ?  for  the  resignation  was  the  re- 
sult of  the  opinion  known  to  prevail  in 
that  House,  and  the  approving  of  the  re- 
appointment would  be  in  eflfect  a  censure 
upon  the  Parliament  itself,  as  the  same 
fact  would  have  been  in  that  case  ap- 
proved of  and  reprobated   by   the  same 
Parliament.      Was   it  to  be  maintained 
that  a  great  public  officer — the  higher  the 
office  the   stronger    the  argument — wbo 
had  been  driven  into  resignation  by  the 
vote  of  that  House,  should  scarcely  two 
years  afler  be  brought  back  into  that  of- 
fice for  which  Parliament  thought  him  un- 
fit.     This  was  the  principal  ground  on 
which  he  wished  to  rest  the  motion  ho 
intended   to   make,   because    upon    that 
ground  was  the  character  of  the  House 
aifected,  in  case  it  suffered  the  re- appoint* 
ment  of  his  Royal  Highness  to  pass  un- 
noticed.   If,  indeed,  there  were  persons 
whose  uniform  wii^h  and  aim  it  waf  to 
I  weaken  tfaeconttitutionalinflaenceofthat 
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Home,  by  tystematicilly  degrading  and 
Tilifying  its  character,  such  persons,  be 
waa  sore,  mtist  have  rejoiced  if  they  had 
teen  no  man  stand  forward  to  call  their 
attention  HO  sach  an  instance  of  disrespect 
towards  the  declared  opinions  of  that 
House^-not  that  be  claimed  any  merit 
for  hating  taken  that  daty  upon  himself, 
ftince  he  had  already  acknowledged,  that 
vrith  the  impressions  upon  his  mind,  had 
be  hesitated  to  db  so,  be  would  have  been 
highly  criminal. 

It  might  be  objected,  that  though  the 
House  did  at  that  period  wish  for  the  re* 
aignation  of  his  Royal  Highness,  they  did 
not  intend  to  exclude  him  from  all  ohance 
of  return  to  office,  and  that  upon  this  prin* 
ciple  the  punishment  of  his  Royal  High- 
ness might  be  considered  as  fully  com- 
mensurate  to  the  extent  of  bis  oflences  ; 
to  this  objection  he  was  prepared  to  an- 
swer by  saying,  that  he  never  would  ad- 
mit deprivation  of  office  to  be  in  itself  a 
punisbment^-incapacitation  for  office  was, 
he  allowed,  a  punishment,  but  not  mere 
deprif  ation.  He  denied,  therefore,  that 
hia  Royal  Highness  had  been  punished, 
but  eren  admitting  that  be  bad,  bow  did 
that  affect  the  consideration  of  the  fact, 
that  he  had  been  declared  by  that  House 
unfit  for  that  office.  Now,  lif  in  March 
1809,  his  Royal  Highness  was  unfitfor 
that  situation,  what  since  could  have  made 
him  fit  for  it?  The  House  thought  him 
then  unfit;  what  had  since  occurred  to 
alter  their  opinion  ?  He  was  pained  to  put 
it  this  way,  and  thus  to  question  the  cha- 
racter of  a  personage  whose  character 
tvtry  one  roust  wish  to  have  been  un- 
questionable, but  the  fault  was  not  in  him, 
but  in  the  conduct  of  his  Royal  Highness, 
which  had  unfortunately  made  it  other- 
wise. The  noble  lord  said  he  could  not 
shut  his  eves;  he  had  seen  what  that  con- 
duct had  been,  and  could  not  think  of  it, 
or  speak  of  it  in  any  other  terms  than  it 
deserved.  He  repeated,  that  he  could 
not  understand  how,  if  his  Royal  Highness 
was  unfit  for  the  situation  of  Commander 
in  Chief  in  the  year  1809,  he  could  be  fit 
for  it  in  1811.  Upon  this  point  he  could 
not  help  dwelling  as  he  had  done,  for  it 
appeared  to  hira  to  be  one  that  involved  in 
it  insurmountable  objections  to  his  Royal 
Highnesses  restoration. 

The  noble  lord  said  he  knew  that  cer- 
tain transactions  had  come  to  light  since 
the  inquiry,  which  it  might  be  contended 
had  a  tendency  very  materially  to  change 
the  general  opinion  upon  that  question ; 


but  be  was  afraid  that  those  who  took-up 
that  line  of  defending  the  restoration  of 
his  Royal  Highness,  would  find  it  a  very 
difficult  task;  for  though  the  subsequent 
discovery  of  such  transactions  might  make 
for  the  duke  of  York  in  one  point,  it  yet 
made  tenfold  against  him  in  others; 
for  though  his  Royal  Highness  had  been 
the  victim  of  a  foul  conspiracy^ (Here  the 
noble  lord  was  interrupted  by  a  general 
cry  of  Hear !  hear !  from  all  parts  of  the 
House)—- yet  did  the  gentlemen  who  cried 
hear !  recollect,  that  the  truth  of  that  sob* 
sequent  discovery  rested  solely  upon  the 
testimony  of  that  very  person  who  bad 
been  the  chief  and  material  witness  against 
his  Royal  Highness  himself.  Indeed, 
there  were  many  persons  who,  he  had  ob- 
served, seemed  prepared  to  argue  the  en« 
tire  of  this  question,  as  if  the  cnaracter  of 
the  duke  of  York  did  not  stand  upon  the 
same  principle  as  thai  of  any  other  man. 
and  that  instead  of  judging  of  that  charac- 
ter from  the  customary  evidence  of  his 
own  actions,  we  were  to  determine  accord* 
ing  to  the  comparative  testimony  of  them 
with  that  of  others.  So  that  the  character 
of  his  Royal  Highness  was  not  to  be  in  the 
fair  and  direct  proportion  of  the  rectitude 
or  obloquy  of  his  own  conduct ;  but  to 
have,  as  it  were,  an  inverse  relation  to  that 
of  others — that  was,  to  rise  at  the  charac- 
of  another  fell,  and  to  be  respected  in  pro- 
portion as  that  other  was  despised.  This 
would  be  to  make  a  man's  reputation 
depend  not  upon  himself  but  others.  In 
the  inquiry,  the  noble  lord  said  he  had 
voted  not  upon  authority,  but  evidence.  If 
nothing  had  been  done  to  subvert  the  evi- 
dence at  that  time,  with  what  face  did  the 
present  ministers  come  before  the  House 
to  justify  their  recommendation  of  the 
duke  of  York  to  an  office  which  (he  was 
sorry  to  be  obliged  to  say)  he  had  dis- 
graced the  administration  uf.  Would  it  be 
contended  that  the  opinion  of  that  House 
had  not  caused  his  Royal  Highnesses  resig* 
nation  ?  If  it  had  not  caused  that  resigna- 
tion, he  should  be  glad  to  know  what  had 
caused  it ;  and  if  it  had  caused  it,  he  de- 
manded of  the  Prince  Regent's  ministers 
lo  state  upon  what  ground  they  took  upon 
themselves  to  advise  the  restoration  of  his 
foyal  highness.  The  Resolution  upon 
their  Journals  stated  that  his  royal  high- 
ness having  resigned,  it  was  unneces- 
sary to  pursue  the  business  any  farther, 
which  was  saying,  in  other  words,  that  iC 
he  had  not  resigned  they  would  haft 
felt  it  necessary  to  uke  some  farther  pro* 
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eeeding  to  bring  about  that  reatgnaiion. 
To  this  Resolution  the  ministers  themselves 
had  been  parlies.  He  now  called  upon 
Ihem  to  shew  the  paramount  necessity 
of  re-appoiating  his  royal  highness  in  de* 
fiance  of  thai  Resolution,  to  which  they 
and  the  House  were  pletlged.  He  should 
not  now  enter  into  the  question,  whether 
persons  of  such  exalted  rank  and  station 
were  the  fittest  to  select  for  offices  oTsuch 
great  importance  and  high  responsibility, 
but  he  challenged  the  ministers  to  say,  if 
they  would  have  ventured  to  have  recom* 
meiKied  to  that  office  a  person  in  every 
way  similarly  circumstanced  as  the  duke 
of  York,  his  rank  excepted.  He  was  con* 
vinccd  that  they  would  riot  have  so  ven* 
^red,  though  he  thought,  that  if  the  con- 
sider aiion  of  rank  made  any  difference,  it 
ought  to  have  been  one  more  objectionable 
to  those  of  that  rank,  than  to  those  below 
it.  There  were,  he  believed,  many  indi- 
viduals in  the  country,  one  of  them  had 
lately  died,  but  that  consideration  was  not 
necessary  to  make  him  abstain  from  any 
observaiion  that  might  appear  harsh;  but 
there  were  persons  who  had  been  similarly 
circuinstanced  with  the  duke  of  York,  who 
might,  if  deprivation  was  punishment,  up- 
on equally  just  grounds,  put  in  their  claim 
to  restoration.  What  would  be  the  dif- 
ference ?  The  difference,  if  any,  would 
be  against  his  royal  highness,  for  the  noble 
lord  said  he  ventured  to  lay  down  as  a  po- 
sition,  perfectly  maintainable,  that  the 
higher  the  rank  of  the  person  in  such  a 
case  the  more  imperious  the  necessity  fer 
that  House  to  interfere.  He  left  it  then  to 
^the  ministers  to  say,  why,  if  they  recom- 
mended the  re-appointment  of  the  duke  of 
York,  they  refused  to  recommend  the  resto- 
f  ation  of  lord  Melville,  not  that  he  meant 
to  institute  the  remotest  comparison  be- 
tween the  two  cases  in  their  separate  de- 
tails ;  but  they  so  far  agreed  in  their  result 
of  deprivation  of  office  to  both  parties,  one 
of  whpm  had  been  reappointed,  and  the 
other  had  in  vain  applied  to  be  restored. 

Mr.  Hope  here  called  the  noble  lord  to 
order.  He  was  proceeding  to  set  the 
noble  lord  right  as  to  some  supposed  mis- 
take respecting  lord  Melville,  when  a  ge- 
neral cry  of  Chair!  Chair!  called  up 

The  Speaker,  who  said  that  the  observa- 
tions of  the  hon.  member  did  not  appear 
to  him  to  apply  to  any  question  of  order, 
and  to  such  only  could  ne  then  speak. 

Mr.  Hope  then  apologised  for  the  liberty 
ha  had  inadvertently  taken,  and  sat  down. 

liord  Jfibon  proceeded^  ia  contiooatioa. 


[4TC 

10  press  the  comparison  between  the  dote 
of  York .  and  lord  Melville  as  far  aa  re« 
spected  their  common  deprivation  of  office, 
and  required  to  know  upon  what  principle* 
peculiarly  advantageous  to  the  duke  of 
York's   case,  he  had  been  re-appoiated 
and  lord  Melville  not.     He  thought   thmt 
there  was  in  the  difference  of  rank  all  chat 
should  awaken  their  jealousy.    The  higher 
the  personage  was,  the  more  cautioaa  the 
House  should  be ;  and  the  nearer  his  allt* 
aiice  to  courts,  and  to  the  crown«  the  greater 
should  be  the  vigilance  that  pursued  his 
conduct.     Upon  these  grounds,  and  coo* 
ceiving  that  no  reason  could  be  adduced 
to  shew  that  his  Royal  Highness  was  niore 
fit  in   18U  than  in  ISOQ,  he  had  brought 
forward  his  motion.     He  did  not  wish  to 
hurt  the  private  feelings  of  any  individual, 
but  he  must   do  his  duty;    for   if    the 
members   of  the    House   of    Coaunoos 
did  not  in  many  instances  sacrifice  their 
feelings  to  their  justice,  it  would  he  impos- 
sible that  they  could  discharge  thair  doty 
to  the  people.     He  hoped  the  House  oif 
Commons  would  vindicate  its  character 
upon  this  occasion :    he  hoped  it  woold 
shew  tl)at  it  was  not  to  be  treated  in  ae 
insulting  manner,  and  that  the  interests  of 
the  people  were  not  to  be  sacrificed  to  the 
caprices    of   an   impure    administratioii. 
Ministers  should  be  reminded  that  there 
was  no  public  officer,  however  exalted  him 
rank,  whose  responsibility  was  notwithia 
the  cognizance  of  that  House ;    this  had 
been  at  all  times  an  usefiil  lesson ;  and,  ia 
his  mind,  the  case  he  had  made  out  to  the 
House  made  it  necessary  now  to  repeat 
that  lesson,  which  he  should  now  call  upon 
the   House  to  do,  by  maintainins  their 
character,  in  the  declaration  of  their  con- 
sistency.    The  noble  lord  then  moved, 
'<  That  the  entry'  in  the  Journal  of  this 
House,  of  the  2()th  day  of  March  1809, 
of  the    resolution    of   the   House   upon 
the    subject    of    the    investigation    into 
the  conduct  of  his  royal  highness  the  duke 
of  York  as  commander  in  chief,  might  be 
read :" — and   the  same  was  read,  as  fol- 
lows :  "  Resolved,  That  his  royal  highness 
**  the  duke  of  York,  having  resigned  the 

*  command  of  the  army,  this  House  does 
'not  think  it  necessary  to » proceed  any 
<  further  injthe  consideration  of  the  minutes 
'  of  evidence  taken  before  the  Committee, 
'  who  were  appointed  to  investigate  the 
'  conduct  of  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of 

*  York,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  his  royal 

*  highness.'  He  also  moved,  *'  That  the 
entry  in  the  Journal  of  this  House,  of  the 
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I7th  day  of  March  1809,  of  iKe  resolution 
of  the  House  upon  the  subject  of  the  said 
invefltigation,  might  be  read :"— and  the 
same  was  read,  as  fellows : 

*  Kesolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 

*  House,  after  the  fullest  and  most  attentive 
'  consideration  of  all  the  evidence  reported 
'  to  this  House,  from  the  Committee  of  the 
'  whole  House,  appointed  to  investigate  the 

*  conduct  of  his  royal  highness,  the  Duke  of 
'  York,  that  the  said  evidence  affbrdf  no 
'  ground  for  this  House  to  charge  his  royal 
'  highness,  iu  the  execution  of  his  official 
'  duties  as  commanderin  chief,  with  the  per* 
'  aonal  corruption  alledged  against  him  in 

*  that  evidence,  or  with  any  connivance  at 
'  the  corrupt  and  infamous  practices  which 
'  are  therein  disclosed/ — The  noble  lord 
'  then  concluded  withmoving  the  following 
resolution :  '^hat,  upon  a  deliberate 
consideration  of  the  recent  circumstances 
under  which  his  royal  highness  the  duke 
of  York  retired  from  the  command  of  the 
army  in  March  1 809,  it  appears  to  this 
House  that  it  has  been  highly  improper 
and  indecorous  in  the  advisers  of  the 
l^rince  Regent  to  have  recommended  to 
his  royal  highness,  the  re-appointment  of 
the  duke  of  York  to  the  office  of  com* 
mander  in  chief.'^ 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
however  full  and  complete  in  his  own 
mind  were  the  grounds  upon  which  he 
meant  to  rest  what  he  had  to  offer  in  an- 
swer to  the  speech  and  motion  of  the 
noble  lord,  and  however  satisfactory  they 
might  appear  to  the  minds  of  others,  yet 
all  he  had  to  say  lay  within  so  narrow  a 
compass,  and  was  of  a  nature  so  clear  and 
obvious,  that  it  would  not  be  necessary 
for  him  to  trespass  at  any  considerable 
length  upon  the  attention  of  the  House. 
And  first,  be  was  ,anxions  to  assure  the 
noble  lord,  that  in  what  should  fall  from 
him  he  would  not  be  at  all  influenced  by 
any  desire  to  shake  off  from  himself  or  his 
colleagues  the  smallest  portion  of  that  re- 
sponsibility in  which  they  stood  constitu- 
tionally bound  to  the  Hou«e  and  to  the 
country.  He  wished  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood,  that  the  recommending  the 
appointment  of  his  royal  highness  the 
duke  of  York  to  the  command  of  the  army, 
was  an  act  for  which,  be  it  right  or  be  it 
wrong,  his  Majesty's  servants  were  col- 
lectively and  individually  responsible,  in 
fiict  as  well  as  in  law ;  and  be  was  the 
more  anxious  to  make  ibis  statement,  be- 
cause there  seemed  to  have  been  some- 
like  an  attempt  to  bare  it  supposed 


3mt%,  1811. 


t47l 


that  this  was  an  act  from  which  the  mi- 
nisters had  been  anxious  to  withdraw 
themselves. 

He  befiged  now  to  state  the  circom* 
stances  that  led  to  the  re-appointment. 
The  House  war  aware  that  the  gallant  of« 
ficer  who  lately  filled  the  situation  of  com* 
mander  in  chief,  had  been  known  and  re* 
commended  by  his  tried  and  eminent  ser* 
vices,  but  that  he  was  also  of  advanced 
age.  He  had  spent  nearly  half  a  centnrv 
in  the  active  and  zealous  service  of  his 
country.  In  the  early  part  of  the  winter 
he  had  contracted  an  illness,  arising  from 
a  cold,  which  obliged  him  to  apply  for 
liberty  to  retire  from  the  arduous  duties 
of  his  office.  This  application  had  first 
bebn  made  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  year,  and  had  since  that  period 
been  repeated  so  frequently  and  earnestly, 
that  it  became  a  matter  of  necessity  and 
justice  both  towards  the  gallant  officer 
and  the  public,  to  yield  to  it,  and  the  of* 
fice,  of  course,  became  vacant. 

In  the  present  state  of  the  country  he 
believed  the  House  would  think  with  him, 
that  the  office  of  commander  in  chief  was 
one  which  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  re* 
main  vacant.  Then,  as  to  the  principle 
of  the  advice  which  in  that  ca!>e  it  be* 
came  the  duty  of  his  Majesty's  ministers 
to  offer.  Upon  this  head,  he  avowed  ttiat 
there  was  not  in  his  mind,  nor  in  those  of 
his  colleagues,  the  slightest  hesitation  as 
to  the  person  whom-  they  should  recom* 
mend  to  be  appointed.  When  they  look- 
ed back  to  the  nature  of  those  tried  aud 
eminent  services  rendered  to  the  army  by 
his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  York,  they 
were  left  no  choice ;  and  it  wa5  worthy 
of  remark,  that  in  the  whole  progress  of 
those  painful  debates  upon  the  inquiry,  no 
gentleman  hesitated  to  acknowledge  the 
skill,  industry,  and  talents  evinced  by  his 
royal  highness,  in  consulting  the  g^  od  of 
the  army  in  general,  in  advanciot;  the  mi- 
litary character,  promoting  its  discipline, 
and  bettering  the  condition  of  th<*  private 
soldier.  Considering  those  services,  and 
comparing  them  with  the  claims  of  others, 
his  Majesty's  ministers  were  bound,  by 
every  sense  of  public  duty,  to  give  the 
preference  of  recommendation  to  him  only 
who  best  deserved  it.  Neither  did  it  ap- 
pear to  them  to  be  the  least  among  the 
many  leading  qualifications  of  his  royal 
highness,  that  there  was  in  the  army  no 
indisposition  to  be  placed  under  his  com- 
mand (Hear,  hear  .').  He  did  not  say 
that  such  a  qualification  was  indispttfk 
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Dot  be  wrong  in  inferring,  from  that  fact* 
that  it  was  more  probable  that  ihmt 
Amendment  would  not  have  displaced 
the  duke  of  York;  80  that  the  noble 
lord's  argument  was  but  conjecture,  aod 
conjecture  professedly  grounded  upon 
that  which  justified  an  opposite  conjec- 
ture. There  was  excited  at  the  time  of 
that  painful  discussion^  a  feelins  of  irri- 

_.  - J lability  in  the  public    mind^   which  the 

V  in  he  ^niicinatea  bv  the  wishes  of  their     duke   of  York   knowing  himself  to  have 

been  the  inadvertent  cau^e  of«  might  have 
felt  it  bis  duty  to  endeavour  to  allay,  or 
to  reiTiove  at  the  expence  of  any  personal 
sacrifice.  Might  he  not  have  felt  it  a 
duty  to  tr}'  tocoraposCj  by  his  retignatioOy 
the  industriously  excitea  feelings  of  the 
public,  which  might  in  its  cansequeoccf 
have  created  embarrassments  to  his  father's 
government  ?  This  he  tbc>*jght  to  be  al 
least  as  probable,  and  certainly  as  cha- 
ritable a  conjecture  of  Uac  mptives  of  hie 
royal  highness  in  retiring^  as  that  pre- 
sumed by  the  noble  lord. 

He  should  follow  the  becoming  ei^ 
ample  set  him  by  the  noble  lord»  and  con- 
fine himself  to  the  result  of  the  inquiry, 
without  dwelling  ipon  the  circumstances 
that  led  to  that  re^.ls  or  animadverting 
upon  the  transactions  which  had  come  to 
light  since  that  inquiry  (bear!  hear!) 
though  he  thought  that  he  might  deviate 
from  such  a  rule,  at  least  to  this  extent,  if 
no  further.  He  might  venture  to  put  it 
to  the  noble  lord,  or  any  other  gentleman 
in  or  out  of  that  House,  whether  he  be* 
lieved  that  if  that  House  had  been  then 
aware  of  that  conspiracy,  which  had  been 
since  discovered  (Hear !  hear  !)— if  they 
had  been  apprized  of  those  honourable 
arts  by  which  the  evidence  in  that  inquiry 
had  been  come  at,  prepared,  and  brought 
forward-^if  they  then  understood  the  true 
nature  of  those  noisy  pi^tensions  to  high 
and  exclusive  patriotism  which  were  at 
that  time  put  forth  so  Tauntingly ;  if 
they  had  then  known  how  to  appreciate 
the  angry  virtues  and  indignant  indepen- 
dence of  those  patriotic  inquirers  into  cor- 
ruption;— if  they  had  known  but  all, 
where  was  the  man  who  would  say  thai 
such  knowledge  would  not  have  had  its 
due  effect  ?  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  it 
would  necessarily  have  altered  tlie  result, 
but  surely  much,  if  not  all,  of  that  irrita* 
tion  of  feeling  which  then  so  unhappily 
prevailed,  could  never  ha%'e  been  excited; 
and  therefore  that  motive  w^hich  had 
induced  his  royal  highness  to  retirta 
might  not  have  been  created. 


fible ;  he  did  not  say  that  the  opinion  of 
the  army  upon  such  an  appointment  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  interfere  at  all  in  some 
cases,  or  in  any  materially,  but  this  he 
did  say,  that  the  wishes  of  the  army  were 
not  in  this  case  an  objection.  And  in- 
deed, though  he  did  not  urge  it  by  way 
of  argument,  yet  be  could  not  help  think- 
ing, that  if  ever  there  was  a  period  at 
which  the  feelings  of  the  army  deserved 
to  be  anilcipated  by  the  wishes  of  their 
grateful  country,  that  period  was  the 
present.  This,  however,  be  did  not  ass'gn 
as  a  reason,  Hut  mentioned  rather  as  a  cir- 
cumstance favourable  to  the  reasons  he 
had  assigned.^— But  the  noble  lord  argued 
as  if  the  selection  of  H.  K.  H.  was  not  open 
to  his  Majesty's  ministers ;  as  if  they 
could  not  constitutionally  recommend  him 
to  that  appointment. ,  What  was  the  Re- 
solution upon  which  the  noble  lord  laid  so 
much  stress  ?  Was  it  meant  to  be  eternal 
in  its  operation  ?  Was  it  meant  to  exclude 
the  duke  of  York  for  ever  ?  It'  not  for  ever, 
th'n  wh It  was  the  period  of  time  during 
which  it  became  criminal  in  his  Majesty's 
ministers  to  advise  his  restoration?  Let 
the  House  see  what  were  the  Resolutions. 
The  first  distinctly  acquitted  his  royal 
highness  of  all  species  of  corruption. 
After  that  acquittal,  he  solicited  his  Ma- 
jesty to  accept  his  resignation.  Here  the 
noble  lord  presumed  what  he  could  not 
prove:  he  contended  that  the  resignation 
of  his  royal  highneiis  was  the  result  of  the 
opinion  of  th»t  Mouse.  The  noble  lord 
had  no  means  of  knowing  that  opinion. 
There  ^ere,  indeed,  various  opinions 
among  the  members  of  that  House,  of 
whom  some  might  have  thought  that  his 
royal  highness  ought  to  resign,  and  many 
others  ct;rtainly  did  think  that  such  resig- 
nation was  by  no  means  called  for.  The 
noble  lord  had  alluded  to  the  Amendment 
proposed  by  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Bathurst),  as  a  motion  which  would  have 
been  carried,  and  which,  if  carried,  must 
have  had  the  effect  of  removing  the  duke 
of  York.  Did  the  noble  lord  mean  to  say 
that  that  removnl  was  the  object  of  the 
mover  of  that  Amendment  ?  If  he  did.  he 
apprehended  he  was  in  error,  for  if  his 
fncmorv  served  him,  he  recollected  his 
right  hon.  friend  stating,  in  the  speech 
with  which  he  prefaced  that  Amendment, 
that  it  was  not  his  wish  or  object  to  re- 
move his  royal  highness  [here  Mr.  Ra* 
tharst  signified  bis  assent].  .He  was  right, 
then  in  point  of  fact,  as  to  the  intention  of 
the  mover  of  that  Amendment,  and  could 
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As  to  the  Resolution  stating  that  the 
resignation  of  the  dulce  of  York  rendered 
further  proceedingsunnecesiary ,  he  begged 
leave  to  remind  the  noble  lord  that  it  was 
IMToposed  and  agreed  to  that  the  word 
"  now'^  should  be  left  out  in  order  to  pre*- 
etude  the  possibility  of  supposing  that  it 
was  the  wish  of  the  House  to  erect  a  per- 
petual bar  against  the  return  of  his  royal 
highness  to  office,,  but  the  fair  inference 
from  that  Resolution  was  not  that  because 
of  the  duke's  resignation  that  House  did 
not  feel  it  necessary  to  take  any  steps  to 
compass  an  object  already  eflfected.  That 
was  not  the  fair  constmctioo*  because  the 
Resolution  iimply.  stated  that  the  duke  of 
York  having  retigocd^  that  House  did  not 
feel  it  neceuary — to  do  what  ?  to  pass  a 
censure  upon  him  ?— No ; — to  vote  his  in* 
capacitation  ? — No ; — but  did  not  feel  it  ne* 
cessary  to  go  further  into  the  consideration 
of  the  minutes  of  evidence.  This,  he 
contended,  pledged  the  House  to  nothing. 

If  it  had  been  the  object  of  the  House, 
that  the  further  inquiry  was  to  cease  only 
ao  long  as  his  royal  highness  continued 
out  of  office,  that  would  have  appeared  on 
the  Journals?  But  when  the  Resolution 
appeared  without  limit  or  time,  and  not 
stating  it  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  House 
that  his  royal  highness  should  not  ag^ain 
be*  restoied  to  his  office,  it  would  be  unjust 
in  any  ministry,  it  wonid  be  cruel  and 
uqjust  towards  the  individual  who  was  the 
subject  of  the  motion,  to  hold  that  it  must 
be  acted  on  as  if  it  amounted  to  a  total 
and  perpetual  exclusion  from  office.  If 
the  noble  lord  would  take  an  opportunity 
of  referring  back  to  what  occurred  at  the 
time,  it  would  be  found  that,  whatever 
might  be  supposed  us  to  the  propriety  and 
decency  of  the  royal  duke's  retiring  for  a 
time,  the  great  majority  of  the  House  had 
no  idea  that  this  was  to  operjite  as  a  bar  to 
his  being  ever  again  employed  as  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. It  would  have  been 
'most  unjust  in  the  House  to  have  left 
matters  in  that  state,  thereby  setting  a  trap 
for  any  minister  or  for  any  set  of  men  who 
at  any  future  period  might  advi^  his 
Majesty  that  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the 
country  that  his  royal  highness  should  be 
restored  to  the  office  he  had  forfierly 
held,  and  that  there  was  not  any  thing 
appearing  on  the  face  of  the  Journals  of 
the  House,  which  could  in  any  degree 
operate  as  a  bar  to  such  re-appointment. 
Every  thipg  which  was  then  agreed  to 
became  the  sul^ect  of  minute  considera- 
tion ;  and  he  ventured  to  affirm,  that  uo- 
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thing  was  then  done,  or  even  contemplated^ 
which  could  have  had  the  effect  of  pre- 
venting the  recall  of  his  royal  highness  to 
the  situation  of  Commander  in  Chief.  At 
least  such  was  the  impression  the  trans- 
action had  on  his  mind ;  and  he  dis« 
claimed  the  most  distant  idea  of  having 
given,  or  of  being  capable  of  giving  advice 
to  the  prince  Regent,  which  could  go  to 
lessen  the  dignity  9f  that  Housoj  or  to 
call  forth  their  censure  upon  his  conduct. 

He  contended,  therefore,  that  it  must 
be  obvious  that  this  nomination  had  beeii 
made  without  any  previous  opinion  as  to 
the  impropriety  of  it  having  been  declared 
by  that  House.  It  was  for  the  House  now 
to  say,  however,  whether  this  was  a  case  ia 
which  the  prerogative  had  or  had  not  beeq 
well  exercised  ?  He  contended  that  it  had 
been  widely  and  properly  exercised,  %% 
the  time  the  nomination  had  taken  place ; 
that  the  nomination  was  called  for  by  the 
tried  and  eminent  services  of  bis  royal 
highness,  who  had  already  given  con? 
Tincing  proofs  that  the  situatioa  would  be 
more  fitly  supplied  by  him  than  by  any 
other  person.  On  that  persuasion,  he  and 
those  who  acted  with  him  acted,  and  iri 
pursuance  of  the  conviction  on  their  own 
minds,  recominended  his  royal  highness 
to  the  Prince  Regent  as  the  very  fittest 
person  to  supply  the  vacancy  which  had 
occurred  in  the  office  of  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  army.  On  that  principle  he 
had  proceeded,  aqd  he  hoped  for  the 
sanction  of  the  House  to  the  advice  he  had 
given. 

Lord  AUhorpe  did  not  think  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  who  had  just  sat . 
down  could  justify  his  own  conduct  in  re* 
commending  to  the  Prince  Regent  to  re* 
place  the  duke  of  York  in  the  situation  of 
Commander  in  Chief,  against  the  Resolu- 
tions standing  on  the  Journals  of  the 
House,  unless  he  was  prepared  to  say  thai 
the  duke  of  York  was  the  only  fit  peracHr 
in  the  country  to  fill  the  situation  or  Coa|« 
mander  in  Chief.  When  the  House  pur* 
posed  agreeing  to  a  Resolution,  OQ  the 
subject  of  the  conduct  of  hi|  royal  high* 
ness,  the  natural  consequence  of  which 
must  be  to  cause  the  dismissal  of  his  roy^i 
highnefs,  when  to  prevent  the  adoptioii  Qf 
such  a  Resolution,  his  royal  highness  hin)« 
self  gave  in  his  resignation;  and  wben  the 
House  then  can^e  to  a  Resolution,  declac* 
ing  that  his  royal  highness  having  resigi|* 
ed,  it  was  no  longer  necessary  for  then)  to 
proceed  in  the  enquiry,  was  not  this  say* 
ing  that  it  was  his  resignation  al(?n9  which 
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precluded  the  necessity  of  their  proceed* 
ing ;  and  that  their  opinion  was,  that  he 
ought  not  to  come  bacic  into  the  situation, 
though  they  did  not  like  to  come  to  a  po- 
sitire  resolution  on  the  subject  ?  He  per- 
fectly agreed  that  the  publie  opinion  must 
have  undergone  a  considerable  change,  in 
consequence  of  circumstances  which  had 
jnore  recently  occurred.  He  admitted 
that  the  popularity  of  the  hon.  gent,  by 
whom  the  charges  against  bis  royal  high- 
ness had  been  preferred,  had  greatly  de- 
creased (hear !  near !)  He  did  not  under- 
stand what  gentlemen  meant  by  cheering, 
as  if  this  tended  to  make  the  situation  of  his 
royal  highness  better.  He  could  not  con- 
ceive that  the  character  of  the  counsel  on 
either  side  could  make  the  caas€  better  or 
worse ;  that  must  depend  on  the  credit  of 
the  witnesses,  and  not  on  the  character  of 
the  advocate.  The  noble  lord  agreed  that 
his  royal  highness  had  acted  well  while 
Commander  m  Chief,  with  the  exceptions 
of  which  the  House  wero  already  aware. 
But  unless  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  was  prepared  to  shew 
that  there  was  no  other  person  in  the  king- 
dom fit  for  that  o£fice,  he  denied  that  the 
right  hon.  gent  could  be  justified  in  the 
advice  he  had  given,  after  the  Resolutions 
of  that  House.  The  noble  lord  concluded 
by  declaring  that  the  motion  of  his  noble 
friend  had  hfs  most  cordial  support 

Mr.  W.  Sllkt  said,  that  into  a  subject  of 
•0  painful  a  nature  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  enter,  or  to  use  many  arguments  in  sup- 
port of  the  opinion  he  felt  himself  bound 
to  give.  He  should  only  shortly  state  a 
few  of  the  reasons  for  his  vote  of  that 
night — and  even  this  was  hardly  neces- 
sary, as  it  would  be  conformable  with  his 
Tote  on  the  main  question.  He  could 
conceive  that  there  might  be  persons 
whose  opinions  had  undergone  a  change 
in  consequence  of  some  recent  deve- 
lopements.  These,  to  his  mind,  how- 
over,  rather  went  to  an  extenuation  of 
guilt  than  to  a  complete  change  of  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  charge.  If  there 
were  men  who  thoueht  as  he  had  de- 
scribed, they  had  a  right  to  change  their 
opinions,  with  respect  to  himself,  how- 
ever, he  had  no  need  of  experiencing  such 
a  change.  With  him,  the  persons  who  had 
sunk  so  much  in  favour,  never  stood  so 
high,  as,  in  his  mind,  to  leave  them  much 
room  to  fall.  There  had  not,  in  his  opi- 
nion, been  any  evidence  against  his  royal 
highness  of  corruption,  or  of  accession  to 
oomiption.    He  did  not  vote«  therefore. 
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for  either  of  the  two  first  addresses ;  bot 
he  could  not  conceal  from  himself  that 
there  were  circumstances,  in  consequence 
of  which  his  royal  highness  desenred  to 
be  removed  from  his  oiffice.     With  this 
view  he  voted  for  the  address  proposed  by 
the  hon.  member  forCorfe  Castle  (Mr. 
Bankes),  but  that  address  was  negatired 
by  a  majority  of  the  House.    The  Honoe 
was  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  eorrap- 
tion  proved,  but  still  they  had  some  ulte- 
rior object,  and  with  this  view  his  right 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Bathurst)  proposed  an 
Address  which  had  for  its  object  the  re- 
moval of  his  royal  highness  from  his  office 
(No !  no !)    He  did  not  say  that  his  right 
hon.  friend  had  professed  that  object,  when 
ha  latterly  made  his  motion,  but  he  sorely 
did  say,  when  he  first  proposed  it,  that  it 
might  have  that  eflfect.    But  the  thing  did 
not  stop  here.  ^The  House  had  recorded 
in  their  Resolotionsi  the  foct  of  his  royal 
highnem's  removal,  or  what  was  the  same, 
his  fesignatson,  as  the  foundation  of  the 
step  they  had  then  taken,  of  proceeding  no 
farther  in  the  enquiry.    It  was  no  doubt 
true,  thai  the  word  *'  now"  had  been  ex- 
punged from  that  resolution  ;  bet  the  rea- 
son was  plain,  namely,  that  it  might  not 
seem  as  if  the  enquiry  was  merely  svo- 
pended,  and  might  be  revived  against  him 
at  any  future  period,  nay  might  even  be 
brtfnght  forward  as  a  reason  to  exckde  his 
royaI{highnes8  from  the  throne,  should  the 
suceession  ever  open  to  him.    He  had  re- 
signed, however,  and  the  House  did  not 
proceed  any  farther.    It  was  unnecessary 
to  do  so;  the  object  of  the  House  was  ac- 
complished.   He  did  not  expect,  at  the 
time,  that  within  two  years  from  that  date, 
in  the  very  same  parliament  in  which  the 
Resolution  in  question  had  been  come  to, 
any  ministers   would  have  been   found 
hardy  enough  to  restore  his  royal  high* 
ness ;    and  such,  he  was  convinced,  was 
the  impression  of  the  House.    By  this  step 
ministers  had  placed  the  House  in  a  most 
uncalled  for  and  most  disrespectful  embar^ 
rassment ;  and  on  that  account,  he  should 
support  the  motion.    He  did  not  deny  that 
there  were  great  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  the  duke  of  York  being  Commander 
in  Chief;  but  there  were  inconveniences 
also.    There  waf  great  responsibility  at- 
tached to  such  a  situation;  and  he  wu 
afraid  the  splendour  of  his  royal  hWhness's 
station  might  be  supposed  to  diminish  or 
detract  from  that  responsibility. 

Mr.  Baihmtt  said,  in  bringing  forward 
the  address  which  he  had  submitted  fo 
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the  Howe  ia  ike  coyrae  of  the  inqoiry, 
be  had  ditchsirged  a  painful  doty :  He 
saw  no  proof  of  aojf  direct^  or  even 
implied,  oorruption  on  the  part  of  his 
royal  higboeM,  bat  a  de^e  of  mis* 
coadoci  of  which  it  was  proper  that  the 
Hoose  should  express  their  opinion.  His 
right  hon.  friend  who  spoke  last*  however^ 
had  mistaken  his  view  in  stating  that  his 
object  in* moving  the  Address  was  to  pro- 
duce the  resignation,  or  removal  from  of- 
fice of  his  royal  highness.  He  had,  both 
in  public  and  in  private,  to  several  mem- 
bers, disclaimed  such  an  idea,  and  bad  ex- 
pressed an  opinbn  that  his  royal  highness 
might  continue  in  office  with  greater  pro- 
priety after  such  an  Address  than  before. 
He  only  meant  the  Address  to  operate  as 
a  reprenension  of  his  royal  highness  for 
the  connection  which  had  led  to  these  imi- 
proprieties,  and  tabe  a  check  upon  him  in 
future,  better  than  if  the  matter  had  passed 
over  without  any  admonition.  The  word 
'  now,'  too,  was  expressly  omitted  to  mark 
the  opinion  of  the  House,  that  the  removal 
from  office  was  not  to  be  unlimited,  or  to 
amount  to  a  total  prohibition  against  his 
return  to  office.  The  charge  now  km>ught 
before  the  House  wa«,  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Duke  of  York  was  indecorous, 
becaose  it  was  contrary  to  the  express 
sense  of  the  House.  The  omission  of  this 
very  word '  now,'  he  contended  left  it  open 
for  after  consideration,  whether  he  should 
be  restored  or  not,  as  circumstances  should 
seem  to  wavranl.  Indeed,  it  wai  hot  con- 
sistent with  commeaienie  and  reeaon  that 
the  House  should  have  left  this  to  itself. 
The  noble  lord  said  thatremovalfrom  office 
was  no  punishment.  Was  his  royal  higb- 
ncas,  however,  not  degraded  for  the 
period  of  his  removal  ?  Had  parliament 
said,  that  for  this  impropriety  of  which 
his  royal  highness  had  been  guilty  his 
removal  from  office  should  be  total  ?  It 
had  not  said  eo  ;  and  therefore  the  only 
question  was  whether  the  House  was  now 
called  on  to  consider  the  propriety  or  im- 
propriety of  this  exercise  of  the  preroga* 
tive.  Tnat  he  did  not  think  the  House 
was  calkd  on  to  do:  there  was  no* 
thing  here^one  contrary  to  the  declare 
sense  of  the  Hoose. 

Sir  (kwald  Mokkjf  declared  that  he 
would  not  give  a  silent  vote  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion.  Since  the  period  when  Ihe 
inquiry  on  this  subject  was  before  the 
Hoose,  circumstances  had  occnrred  which 
tended  materially  to  alter  the  situation  of 
things,  to  diminiah  that  degree  of  blame 


which  be  tlien  thpogb^  attache^  to  hie 
royal  highnet^,  an^  even  t^  cause  doubts 
of  the  truth  of  what  remained.  He  asked, 
had  not  his  royal  highoesabeen  already  suf* 
ciently  punished  for  his  indiscretions,  he 
could  not  call  them  crimes  i  The  noble  lord 
said,  that  removal  from  office  was  no  pu« 
nisbment.  To  his  mind  it  was  as  degrad- 
ing e  punishment  as  it  was  possible  to  con- 
ceive. This  was  a  punishment  inflicted 
by  the  Honsci  not  on  his  royal  highness 
as  Commander  in  Chief,  but  for  a  breach 
of  bis  moral  character;  for  having  had  too 
much  confidence  in  a  fiiscinating  woman 
who  had  deceived  him.  He  put  it  to  every 
gentleman  in  the  House  to  say  whether  the 
punishment  had  not  been  too  severe* 
When  they  scrutinised  the  conduct  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  he  advised  them  to  look  to 
themselves*  Let  him  who  was  immacu* 
late  among  them  throw  tb<r  first  stone. 
For  his  own  part,  he  hoped  he  might  be 
excused  for  the  vote  he  had  given  on  a 
fiN-mer  occasion,  as  proceeding  fi-om  an 
error  in  judgment,  not  one  pf  tlie  heart. 
In  the  present  critical  situation  of  afiaira 
there  was  occasion  for  an  eoergetip  Com- 
mander in  Chief.  The  Duke  of  York 
was  known  to  be  beloved  by  the  whole  of 
those  over  whom  he  presided ;  and  to  be 
compiBtent  to  the  aituation  beyond  every 
other  person. 

Mr.  Chock  disapproved  of  the  motion 
of  the  noble  lord,  and  was  of  opinion  that 
his  Majesty's  ministers  were  entitled  to  a 
vote  Of  approbation  for  advising  the 
Prince  Regent  to  restore  his  royal  high* 
oess.  It  would,  in  his  opinion,  have  been 
rather  an  act  «f  ministerial  cowardice  (if 
he  might  so  express  himseU)  to  have  ab- 
stained from  giving  that  advice.  Hie 
royal  highness  was  letter  qualified  for  the 
situation  than  any  other  man,  added  to 
which,  there  was  not  a  man  in  the  army 
who  did  not  almost  worship  him.  With 
respect  to  the  imputations  on  his  moral 
character,  he  lamented  as  much  as  any 
man  the  necessity  for  those  imputations, 
but  it  would  become  the  House  to  recol- 
lect that  the  charges  were  established  by 
as  profligate  a  set  of  witnesses  as  had  ever 
dbgraced  a  public  tribonaL 

General  Tsrir/on  was  desirous  to  state 
his  reasons  for  the  vote  he  should  give, 
standing  as  he  did  in  a  particular  situa- 
tion, and  haying  partaken  of  the  general 
feeling  at  the  time  of  the  inquiry.  He 
had  then  laboured  under  an  impression 
since  removed,  that  some  degree  of  blame 
attacbed  to  bis  royal  highness.    He  then 
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precladed  the  necessity  of  timir  pr6ceed* 
ing ;  and  that  their  opinion  was,  that  he 
ought  not  to  come  back  into  the  situation, 
though  they  did  not  like  to  come  to  a  po- 
sftire  resolution  on  the  subject  ?  He  per* 
fecCly  agreed  that  the  public  opinion  must 
have  undergone  a  considerable  change,  in 
consequence  of  circumstances  which  had 
.jnore  recently  occurred.  He  admitted 
that  the  popularity  of  the  hon.  gent.,  by 
whom  the  charges  against  his  royal  high- 
ness had  been  preferred,  had  greatly  de- 
creased (hear !  bear !)  lie  did  not  under- 
stand what  gentlemen  meant  by  cheerine, 
as  if  this  tended  to  make  the  situation  of  his 
royal  highness  better.  He  could  not  con- 
ceiTC  that  the  character  of  the  counsel  on 
cither  side  could  make  the  caos^  better  or 
worse ;  that  must  depend  on  the  credit  of 
the  witnesses,  and  not  on  the  character  of 
the  advocate.  The  noble  lord  agreed  that 
his  royal  highness  had  acted  well  while 
Commander  m  Chief,  with  the  exceptions 
of  which  the  House  were  already  aware. 
Bnt  unless  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  waa  prepared  to  shew 
that  there  was  no  other  person  in  the  king- 
dom fit  for  that  office,  he  denied  that  the 
right  hon.  gent  could  be  justified  in  the 
adrice  he  had  given,  after  the  Resolutions 
of  that  House.  The  noble  lord  concluded 
b;^'  declaring  that  the  motion  of  his  noble 
friend  had  his  most  cordial  support. 

Mr.  W.  Bllwt  said,  that  into  a  subject  of 
ao  painful  a  nature  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  enter,  or  to  use  many  arguments  in  sup- 
port of  the  opinion  he  felt  himaelf  bound 
to  give.  He  should  only  shortly  state  a 
few  of  the  reasons  for  his  vote  of  that 
night — and  even  this  was  hardly  neces- 
sary, as  it  would  be  conformable  with  his 
▼ote  on  the  main  question.  He  could 
conceive  that  there  might  be  persons 
whose  opinions  had  undergone  a  change 
in  consequence  of  some  recent  deve- 
lopemenU.  These,  to  his  mind,  how- 
ever, rather  went  to  an  extenuation  of 
guilt  than  to  a  complete  change  of  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  charge.  If  there 
were  men  who  thought  as  he  had  de- 
scribed, they  had  a  right  to  change  their 
opinions.  With  respect  to  himself,  how- 
ever, he  had  no  need  of  experiencing  such 
a  change.  With  him,  the  persons  who  had 
sunk  so  much  in  favour,  never  stood  so 
high,  as,  in  bis  mind,  to  leave  them  much 
room  to  fall.  There  had  not,  in  his  opi- 
nion, been  any  evidence  against  his  royal 
highness  of  corruption,  or  of  accession  to 
corruption.    He  did  not  vote,  therefore. 


for  either  of  the  two  first  addresses ;  but 
he  could  not  conceal  from  himself  that 
there  were  circamstances,  in  aMMequence 
of  which  his  royal  highness  deserved  to 
be  removed  from  his  office.  With  this 
view  he  voted  for  the  address  proposed  by 
the  hon.  member  for  Corfe  Castle  (Mr. 
Bankes),  but  that  address  was  negatived 
by  a  majority  of  the  House.  The  House 
was  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  corrup- 
tion proved,  but  still  they  had  some  ulte* 
rior  object,  and  with  this  view  his  right 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Bathorst)  proposed  an 
Address  which  had  for  ite  object  the  re- 
moval of  his  royal  highness  from  his  office 
(No!  no !)  He  did  not  say  that  his  right 
hon.  friend  had  professed  that  object,  when 
he  latterly  made  his  motion,  but  he  surely 
did  say,  when  he  first  proposed  it,  that  it 
might  have  that  eflfect.  But  the  thing  did 
not  stop  here.  ^The  House  had  recorded 
in  their  Reseletionsi  the  fhct  of  his  royal 
highneis's  removal,  or  what  was  the  same, 
his  designation,  as  the  foundation  of  the 
step  they  had  then  taken,  6f  proceeding  no 
farther  in  the  enquiry.  It  was  no  doubt 
true,  that  the  word  <'  now''  had  been  ^c- 
punged  from  that  resolution ;  bet  the  rea- 
son was  plain,  namely,  that  it  might  not 
seem  as  if  the  enquiry  was  merely  sus- 
pended, and  might  be  revived  against  him 
at  any  future  period,  nay  might  even  be 
brdtaght  forward  as  a  reason  to  exclude  hie 
royaqhighness  from  the  throne,  should  the 
succession  ever  open  to  him.  He  had  re- 
signed, however,  and  the  House  did  not 
proceed  any  farther.  It  was  unnecessary 
to  do  so;  the  object  of  the  House  was  ac- 
complished. He  did  not  expect,  at  the 
time,  that  within  two  years  firom  that  date, 
in  the  very  same  parliament  in  which  the 
Resolution  in  question  had  been  come  to, 
any  ministers  would  have  been  found 
hardy  enough  to  restore  his  royal  high- 
ness ;  and  such,  he  was  convinced,  ivas 
the  impression  of  the  House.  By  this  step 
ministers  had  placed  the  House  in  a  most 
uncalled  for  and  most  disrespectful  embar- 
rassment ;  and  on  that  account,  he  should 
support  the  motion.  He  did  not  deny  that 
there  were  great  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  the  duke  of  York  being  Commander 
in  Chief;  but  there  were  inconveniences 
also.  There  waf  great  responsibility  at- 
tached to  such  a  situation;  and  he  waa 
afraid  the  splendour  of  his  royal  highness's 
station  might  be  supposed  to  dimmish  or 
detract  from  that  responsibility. 

Mr.  Baihwrtt  said,  in  bringing  forward 
the  address  which  he  had  subnutted  to 
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the  Home  ia  the  coinrw  of  ih«  inqoiry* 
be  had  discfasirgecl  a  painful  daty :  He 
saw  DO  proof  of  any  directs  or  eren 
implied,  corruption  on  the  part  of  his 
royal  highoesif  but  a  de^e  of  mis* 
conduct  of  which  it  was  proper  that  the 
House  should  express  their  opinion.  His 
right  hon.  friend  who  spoke  lut.  however^ 
had  mistaken  his  ? iew  in  stating  that  his 
object  in*  moving  the  Address  was  to  pro- 
duce the  resignation*  or  removal  from  of- 
fice  of  his  royal  higbneu.  He  had.  both 
in  public  and  in  private,  to  several  mem- 
bers, disclaimed  such  an  idea,  and  had  ex- 
pressed an  opinion  that  his  royal  highness 
might  continue  in  office  with  greater  pro- 
priety a(Usr  such  an  Address  than  before. 
He  only  meant  the  Address  to  operate  as 
a  repreiiension  of  his  royal  highness  for 
the  connection  which  had  led  to  these  im- 
proprieties, and  tabe  a  check  upon  him  in 
future,  better  than  if  the  matter  had  passed 
over  without  any  admonition.  The  word 
'  now.'  too.  wasexpreisly  omitted  to  mark 
the  opinion  of  the  House,  that  the  removal 
from  office  was  not  to  be  unlimited,  or  to 
amount  to  a  total  prohibition  against  his 
return  to  office.  The  charge  now  brought 
before  the  House  was.  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Duke  of  York  was  indecorous, 
because  it  was  contrary  to  the  express 
sense  of  the  House.  The  omission  of  this 
very  word  *  now.'  he  contended  left  it  open 
fi>r  after  consideration,  whether  he  sbduild 
be  restored  or  not.  as  circnmstances  should 
seem  to  warrant.  Indeed,  it  was  bat  con- 
sistent with  common  sense  and  raasos  that 
the  House  should  have  left  this  to  itself. 
Thenobk  lord  said  that  removal  from  office 
was  no  punishment.  Was  his  royal  high- 
ness, however,  not  degraded  for  the 
period  of  his  removal  ?  Had  parliament 
said,  that  for  this  impropriety  of  which 
his  royal  higfanem  had  been  guilty  bis 
removal  from  office  should  be  total  ?  It 
bad  not  said  eo ;  and  therefore  the  only 
question  was  whether  the  House  was  now 
called  on  lo  consider  the  propriety  or  im- 
furoprieiy  of  this  exercise  of  the  preroga- 
tive. iW  he  did  not  think  the  House 
was  called  on  to  do:  there  was  no- 
thing here  4one  contrary  to  the  declared 
aense  of  the  House. 

Sir  (kwaU  Momk^  declared  that  he 
would  not  give  a  silent  vote  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion.  Since  the  period  when  the 
inquiry  on  thb  subject  was  before  the 
House,  circumstances  had  occnrred  which 
tended  materially  to  alter  the  sitoataen  of 
Ihingif  to  diminish  ihat  degne  of  blame 


which  be  then  thp«gi|t  attached  to  hie 
royal  highnesflu  and  even  t^  cause  doubts 
of  the  truth  of  what  rems^ined.  He  asked, 
had  not  his  royal  bighnesabeen  already  suf- 
ciently  punished  for  his  indiscretions,  he 
could  not  call  them  crimes  i  The  noble  lord 
said,  that  removal  from  office  was  no  po« 
nishment  To  his  mind  it  was  as  dograd- 
iQ^  a  punishment  as  it  waspomible  to  con- 
ceive. This  was  a  puniihment  inflicted 
by  the  Housci  not  on  his  royal  highnea 
as  Commander  in  Chief,  but  for  a  breach 
of  his  moral  character;  for  having  had  too 
much  confidence  In  a  &scinating  woman 
who  had  deceived  him.  He  put  it  to  every 
gentleman  in  the  House  to  say  whether  the 
punishment  bad  not  been  too  severe. 
When  they  scrutinised  the  conduct  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  he  advised  them  to  look  to 
themselves.  Let  him  who  was  immacu* 
late  among  them  throw  the  first  stone. 
For  his  own  part,  he  hoped  he  might  be 
excused  for  the  vote  he  had  given  on  a 
fi>rmer  occasion^  as  proceeding  fi'om  an 
error  in  judgment,  not  one  pf  the  heart. 
In  the  present  critical  situation  of  affairs 
there  was  occasion  for  an  energetic  Com- 
mander in  Chief.  The  Duke  of  York 
was  known  to  be  beloved  by  the  whole  of 
those  over  whom  he  presided ;  and  to  be 
comptetent  to  the  aituation  beyond  every 
other  person. 

Mr.  Oood^  disapproved  of  the  motion 
of  the  noble  lord,  and  was  of  opinion  that 
his  Majesty's  ministers  were  entitled  to  a 
Tote  df  approbation  for  advising  the 
Prince  Regent  to  restore  his  royal  higln 
ness.  It  would,  in  his  opinion,  have  been 
rather  an  act  4>f  ministerial  cowardice  (if 
he  might  so  express  himself)  to  have  ab- 
stained from  giving  that  advice.  His 
royal  highness  was  &tter  qualified  for  the 
situation  than  any  other  man.  added  to 
which,  there  was  not  a  man  in  the  army 
who  did  not  almost  worship  him.  With 
respect  to  the  imputations  on  his  moral 
character,  he  lamented  as  much  as  any 
man  the  necessity  for  those  imputations, 
but  it  would  become  the  House  to  recol- 
lect that  the  charges  were  established  by 
as  profligate  a  set  of  witnesses  as  had  ever 
disgraced  a  public  tribunal. 

ueneral  Teririon  was  desirous  to  state 
his  reasons  for  the  vote  he  should  give, 
standing  as  he  did  in  a  particular  situa- 
tion, and  haying  partaken  of  the  general 
feeling  at  the  time  of  the  inquiry.  He 
had  then  laboured  under  an  impression 
since  removed,  that  some  degree  of  Uame 
attached  to  bis  royal  highness.    He  then 
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thought  that  he  had  discovered  a  blot  ia 
the  character  of  bis  royal  highness,  and 
notwithstanding  the  friendship  with  which 
he  had  b^en  honoured ,  be  coold  not  ah- 
tftain  from  doing  his  duty,  in  voting 
against  him.  That  impression  was  now 
completely  femoved,  and  he  could  assure 
the  House,  that  there  was  nothing  more 
pleasant  to  the  feelings  of  the  army  than 
the  restoration  of  his  royal  highness.  The 
situation  of  the  country  was  such,  that  it 
was  fit  a  prince  of  the  blood  should,  if 
competent  thereto,  hare  the  command  of 
the  artty.  The  recognised  merits  of  the 
illustrious  duke  in  a  military  point  of  view, 
entitled  him  to  the  thanks  of  the  country, 
and  therefore  he  should  vote  against  the 
motion  of  .the  noble  lord. 

Admiral  Harvey  never  having  had  an 
opportunity  of  delivering  his  opinioti  on 
the  charges  against  his  royal  highness, 
begged  to  be  indulged  with  a  few  words 
on  the  present  motion.  The^noble  lord 
who  opened  the  business  had  said,  that  the 
royal  duke  had  not  been  punished  by 
being  removed  from  his  office.  Was  it  no 
punishment  to  a  man  of  a  feeling  mind  to 
be  removed  out  of  the  sphere  in  which  he 
was  accustomed  lo  move«  and  in  which  he 
presumed  to  think  his  services  had  been, 
and  might  still  continue  to  be  useful? 
Could  any  man  of  an  hoBourable  mind 
submit  to  such  a  sentence,  and  not  feel 
himself  thereby  lessened,  not  only  in  the 
estimation  of  the  world,  but  in  that  of  him- 
self ?  Let  any  man  put  himself  in  that  si* 
tuation,  and  then  he  would  be  able  to 
judge  how  great  the  punishment  was.  Had 
it  not  been  publicly  declared,  and  pub- 
licly proved,  that  this  was  effected  through 
the  means  of  a  wicked  conspiracy  ?  We 
had  lately  seen  it  practically  illustrated 
what  our  armies  could  do,  and  could  we 
deny  that  to  the  duke  of  York  was  to  be 
attributed,  in  a  considerable  degree,  the 
merit  of  (he  state  of  discipline  to  which 
they  bad  been  brought.  Those  who  re- 
collected our  army  on  itsnarrow  establish- 
ment; and  now  saw  it  on  its  enlarged  scale, 
^  would  be  the  best  able  to  judge  of  this ; 
and  when  no  roan  could  deny,  that  to  the 
duke  of  York  was  this  in  a  gr^at  measure 
owing,  must  we  not  feel  exultation  al  see* 
ing  him  restored  to  a  situation  he  so  richly 
deserved!. 

Mr.  C.  Adams  said  it  was  alWwed  on  all 
hands  that  the  army  was  now  brought 
to  a  state  of  perfection  it  had  never  before 
reached,  and  that  the  duke  of  York  had 
the  principal  share  of  the  merit.    Exclu* 
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sion  from  the  office  of  Commander  in 
Chief  for  two  years,  was,  in  his  opinion, 
sufficient  punishment  for  any  delinaoency 
of  which  he  had  been  guilty ;  and  tnis,  he 
was  convinced,  was  the  opinion  of  the  coun* 
try.  He  should  therefore  vote  against  the 
motion  of  the  noble  lord. 

Mr.  Whiibread  contended  that  the  evi« 
dence  remained  unshaken  and  ujicontra- 
dicted.  Among  the  many  things  which 
had. excited  his  surprise  in  the  course  of 
the  debate,  one  was,  the  different  view  in 
which  the  minutes  of  evidence  seeqned 
now  to  be  taken.  Was  the  House  to  be 
told  that  the  minutes  had  undergone  no 
change— that  they  were  the  same— pre- 
cisely and  distinctly  the  same,  as  when 
the  House  seemed  to  have  but  one  feeling, 
whatever  they  might  now  determine  by 
their  vote,  on  the  guilt  of  the  duke  of 
York  ?  to  the  astonishment  of  the  House,  ai 
he  was  convinced  it  most  be,  the  minutes 
would  be  proved  to  be  the  same.  No 
change  had  taken  place  there;  and  the 
hon.  members  who  had  thought  so  lightly 
of  changing  their  opinions,  coold  find  no 
encouragement  for  it  in  any  alteration  of 
the  evidence.  He  had  unfortunately  felt 
the  impossibility  of  changing  bis  opmion, 
while  there  appeared  no  apology  for  a 
change;  and  he  most  actually  persist  in 
believing  the  duke  of  York  unfit  for  office, 
and  the  ministers  who  re-appointed  him  as 
acting  in  a  manner  irregular,  indecorons, 
and  unconstitutional,  so  long  as  the 
minutes  of  evidence  told  him  so.  There 
was  a  practice  of  the  right  hon.  the 
(Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer),  for  which 
he  probably  claimed  great  credit,  if  it 
was  to  be  thought  so,  from  his  fond- 
ness for  it:  it  was  a  kind  of  botd,struttiBgt 
noisy  claim  of  responsibility^^n  eflbrt  at 
what  he  called  manfully  meeting  the 
charge,  or  claiming  his  share  in  the  odinro 
and  danger  of  the  acts  of  the  ministry* 
His  habit  was,  to  throw  himself  forward 
when  the  public  indignation  was  roused, 
and  talk  of  his  readiness  to  meet  respon- 
sibility, and  all  possible  enquiry  into  his 
conduct.  His  colleagues,  too,  were  ardent 
and  zealous,  and  equally  ready  in  ofiering 
to  meet  the  extremity  of  the  public  anger : 
but  when  this  spirit,  magnanimous  as  it 
was,  came  to  be  tried — when  an  ofiTeiice 
was  committed  against  the  constitution— 
when  the  cry  for  justice  was  stem  and 
strong  and  just,  then  those  magnanimous 
ministers  shrunk  back,  and  hid  themselves 
behind  their  majority,  and  baffled  the  at- 
tempt at  enquiry.    And  was  this  really 
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the  whole  boast  of  the  miniBter's  retponsi- 
bity  \  But  let  the  House,  without  conii* 
deriog  any  farther  how  much  these  high- 
minded  ministers  might  be  able  or  inclined 
to  stand  its  Terdict,  come  to  their  reasons 
for  the  appointment  of  the  duke  of  York. 
What  was  the  first  reason  ?  The  army 
was  extensive!  the  business  was  heavy,  and 
sir  David  Dundas  was  ^Id.  He  was  too 
old  for  the  overpowering  business  of  the 
Commander  in  Chiefs  office.  How  old 
was  he  now!  or  how  much  older  was  he 
oow»  than  when  the  office  was  given  to 
him  ?  Yes,  this  was  a  question  which  the 
magnanimity  of  ministers  would  probably 
leave  to  those  who  would  investigate  it.  It 
had  been  said,  and  most  disgraceful  was 
the  imputation,  that  sir  David  Dundas  was 
put  into  office,  solely  that  he  might  keep 
It  for  the  duke  of  York.  What  else  could 
have  put  in  sir  David  Dundas  ?  He  meant 
no  slight  whatever  to  that  officer  as  a  mi- 
litary man ;  he  was  already  distinguished 
in  the  service ;  but  was  he  so  much  in  the 
vigour  of  youth  two  years  ago,  as  to  make 
him  the  fittest  man  for  the  station  which 
now  pressed  upon  his  extreme  and  enfee- 
bled old  age  ?  Who  said  this  ?  This  was 
the  saying,  the  very  language  of  ministers; 
and  in  whatever  shape  they  might  mould 
their  defence,  it  most  be  an  insult  on  the 
capacity  of  sir  David  Dundas.— There  was 
another  point.  The  astuteness,  the  prac* 
,  tised,  active,  professional  subtlety  of  the 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, had  foond  out,  that  the  word '  now/ 
in  a  previous  resolution,  meant  nothing 
Imi  the  exclusion  of  the  duke  of  York  for 
the  time :  and  afier  establishing  that  point, 
bis  next  discovery  was,  that  the  rejection 
of  the  word  *  now'  implied  a  perfect  li  • 
berty  in  that  Hoose  to  reinstate  the  duke, 
or  at  least  to  agitate  the  question  of  his 
reinstatement.  All  thb  was  to  be  expect- 
ed from  that  right  hon.  genu :  hot  it  was 
not  the  meaning  of  the  Address  of  the 
member  for  Corfe  Castle;  nor, if  there 
was  any  thing  like  a  faithful  record  in 
words,  was  it  the  language  of  that  other 
hon.  member  (Mr.  Batherst)  who  had  so 
suddenly  changed  his  opinion.  If  the  reso- 
lution had  not  been  adopted,  what  had  pre- 
sented it  ?  What,botthereUringof  thedoke 
of  York  ?  Was  not  the  language  of  the  de- 
bate plain»*wali  not  the  general  feeling 
clear  ?  Bat  it  was  thought  that  the  duke 
of  York,  by  yielding  to  tbe  sense  of  the 
House  and  of  the  country,  had  made  it  in- 
delicate to  press  him  farther  Delicacy 
was  in  such  things  a  foolish  word.    What 


had  the  doke  of  York  actually  done  ?  Ho 
saw  the  cloud  gathering  round  him,  and 
he  took  his  resolution,  to  escape.  He  re- 
tired from  office,  and  be  thus  evaded  the 
shock  which  would  have  forced  him  from 
it.— -An  hon.  member  had  said,  in  the 
course  of  *the  present  debate,  that  a  man 
of  the  duke's  rank  ought  not  to  be  en* 
trusted  with  the  command  of  the  army  of 
the  empire.  True;  nothing  could  bo 
more  true.  The  very  transaction  of 
the  moment  was  an  argument  worth  all 
others.  It  was  his  opinion  at  all  tiroes ; 
but  if  it  ever  wanted  confirmation,  it  was 
confirmed  now.  He  had  been  charged 
with  alluding  to  the  private  life  of  the 
duke,  but  he  had  fully  disclaimed  all  idea 
of  the  kind,  until  the  duke's  private  life 
was  mingled  with  public  transactions,  and 
then  it  became  public  and  reprehensible* 
Was  there  a  single  man  in  the  country* 
except  the  royal  duke,  who  with  these  im- 
putations still  hanging  on  him,  would  be 
suffered  to  return  to  office  ?  No,  not  one. 
Though  he  might  not  have  been  even 
charged  with  personal  guilt ;  yet,  hia  per- 
mission to  make  money  by  the  sale  of 
commisious,  his  negligence  in  the  conduct 
of  his  civil  office,  and  the  remaining  stig- 
mas which  attached  to  his  public  life, 
would  have  been  an  insurmountable  ob- 
stacle to  the  return  of  any  man  but  the 
duke  of  York.  That  man  ought  not  to  be 
entrusted  with  power  whose  failure  and 
neglect  brought  down  no  responsibility. 
His  royal  highness  the  duke  of  York  wav 
now  returning  triumphantly  to  a  great 
office,  to  whicn  no  other  jnan,  under  simi- 
lar charges,  would  have  been  permitted  to 
return :  and,  therefore,  the  arffument  was 
irresistible,  that  his  royal  highness  ou|^ht 
not  to  be  reinstated  in  a  situation  which 
he  ought  never  to  have  filled.  A  |;reat 
inconvenience  had  resulted  from  his  illus- 
trious rank,  as  being  of  the  blood-royal,  the 
son  of  the  king,  and  tbe  brother  of  the 
prince  of  Wales.  Where  was  the  subject^ 
who  was  not  of  the  blood-royal,  who  could 
have  hoped  to  be  restored  to  office,  if  re- 
moved from  it  under  circumstances  similar 
to  those  under  which  the  duke  of  York 
had  resigned  ?  If,  then,  no  individual, 
not  of  the  blood-royal,  could  hope  to  be 
restored  if  be  were  removed  under  such 
circumstances,  it  followed  that  gross 
injustice  had  been  done  to  all  the  other 
persons  who  had  been  forced  to  walk 
out  of  office  in  consequence  of  their  hav- 
ing been  suspected  of  improper  practices; 
for   those   men  were  removed   without 
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wnj  hopes  of  return.  The  right  hon.  gent 
bad  dwelt  mach  to-night  on  the  general 
conduct  of  the  Dakeln  the  command  of 
the  army,  the  affection  they  bore  towards 
btm,  the  admirable  oreanisation  and  vari* 
ous  checks  which  had  been  introduced  by 
him*  These  were,  however,  no  new 
topics ;  and  he  therefore  could  not  see 
why  they  should  influence  the  House  now 
to  form  adiflerent  opinion  on  the  evidence 
than  what  they  had  come  to  at  the  time  of 
the  investigation.  If  the  good  of  the  army 
was  now  their  paramount  consideration, 
and  it  was  for  that  object  alone  that  they 
wished  the  duke  of  York  to  be  restored^ 
he  wondered  how  they  could  ever  have 
consented  t-hat  this  command  should  be 
taken  away  from  a  person  whom  they 
ktated  to  be  so  eminently  qualified  for  it ; 
and  be  wondered  still  more  that  they 
should  have  consented  to  transfer  it  from 
the  direction  of  so  much  vigour  and  abi- 
lity to  the  extreme  of  feebleness  which 
was  to  be  expected  from  the  advanced  age 
of  sir  David  Dundas.  He  could  not,  how- 
ever, suppose,  even  if  there  was  no  royal 
prince  fit  to  take  the  situation,  that  Eng- 
land could  ever  want  men  fit  to  be  trusted 
with  the  command  of  the  army.  When 
serious  charges  bad  been  brought  against 
the  duke,  and  investigated,  then  his  royal 
highness  was  advised  to  withdraw  from  tKe 
ttorm :  but  now,  ministers  were  found 
fearless  enough  to  propose  hirre-instatc- 
ment.  Now,  he  woukl  put  jt  to  the  feel- 
ings of  any  member  in  that  House,  whe* 
ther«  as  a  simple  subject,  he  had  been  re- 
moved frcMtt  office  under  suck  circom- 
atanceSj  the  road  to  Te««ppointment  would 
ever  be  opened  to  him?  He  was  con* 
▼meed  there  was  no  one  who  would  answer 
in  the  affirmative.  He  would  pot  it  to  the 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Escche* 

2iier  himself,  whether,  even  after  a  ver* 
icfe  pi  ao<pittai  upon  charges  bnwght 
•gainst  a  minister,  he  ever  ventured  to  pro- 
pose bringing  that  nobleman  again  into 
office?  A  noble  lord  (Chatham)  had  last 
year  gone  out  of  office,  and  there  had 
been  no  talk  of  his  re-appointment.  He 
fclt  that  a  painful  doty  was  now  cast  upon 
him ;  but  such  as  it  was,  he  was  bound 
conscientiously  to  discharge  it  The 
nation  had  lately  been  told  of  victories 
nioed,  and  glorious  achievements  per- 
mmeil,  by  our  armies  ia  the  Pemnaula* 
He  joined  as  warmly  as  any  other  man  in 
ihe  universal  feeling  of  gratitude  to  theee 
generals  whose  valour  and  ability  had 
fttaad  those  victories,  wbidibadMi  been 


surpassed  by  any  in  our  history.  He 
mostf  however,  say,  that  he  thought 
those  victories  very  dearly  bought,  if 
lord  Wellington  thereby  conquered  tho 
House  of  Commons,  and  obtained  a  tri- 
umph over  the  constitution.  He  remem- 
bered that  at  the  time  when  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Act  was  suspended  in  this  country* 
and  lord  Howe  had  gained  a  victory  over 
the  enemy,  Mr.  I'ox  said,  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  be  hoped  the  consequence 
of  the  noble  lord's  victory  would  be  to 
secure  our  internal  peace,  and  reconquer 
for  us  the  constitution  of  the  country.  If 
the  restoration  of  the  duke  of  York  was  to 
be  the  consequence  of  lord  Welliugton'a 
victories,  he  thought  that  the  country 
would  buy  those  victories  dear.  He  was  at 
a  loss  to  conceive  what  could  have 
changed  any  gentleman's  opinion  upon 
this  subject.  He  had  lookea  with  great 
attention  into  the  resolutions  which  the 
House  had  adopted,  and  that  which 
was  proposed  for  its  adoption,  as  well 
as  into  the  minutes  of  the  evidence, 
and  he  could  see  no  reason  to  alter 
the  opinion  he  had  then  formed.  Aa 
to  the  resolution  **  that  the  existence  of 
sueh  corrupt  practices  had  been  fully 
proved,''— ihat  he  had  voted  for,  and  still 
believed.  That  "  those  corrupt  practices 
could  not  have  been  carried  on  for  such  a 
length  of  time,  atid  to  such  an  extent, 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  duke  of 
York,''  was  another  resolution  for  whtcli 
he  had  voted,  and  which  he  still  believed. 
It  appeared  to  him,  that  the  fair,  manly 
way  of  proceeding  would  be,  for  those  who 
thought  parliament  had  then  come  to  a 
wrong  ophiion,  to  bring  the  matter  again 
before  them  for  their  reoonsideraiioa,  be> 
fore  they  recommended  the  r^instetement 
of  the  Duke.  For  example,  those  who 
thought  the  House  had  been  misled,  and 
thai Uieevidence  was  imnroper, might  have 
first  pointed  out  to  the  House  wherein  they 
had  been  misled,  and  called  upon  them  te 
express  a  different  opinion.  If  they  bad 
prevailed  upon  the  House  to  do  so,  then  i4 
would  be  less  objectionable  to  recommend 
the  re-appointment.  As  to  the  fitaess  of 
a  person  of  the  royal  blood  to  fill  such  aa 
important  office,  that  was  rather  an  ab» 
stract  question  which  he  did  not  wish  now 
to  discuss.  He  must,  however,  say,  thai 
great  inconvenience  had  resulted  in  the 
present  case  finom  the  circumstance  of  the 
very  illastrioos  rank  of  the  royal  duke. 
He,  however,  had  never  sopposed,that  the 
matters  with  wbicit  the  duaa  was  charged 
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woald  justify  his  exclusion  IVom'  the' 
throne.  On  the  contrary  he  had  stated  in 
express  terras^  that  he  did  not  consider 
that  the  harshest  of  the  resolutions  which 
were  submitted  to  the  House  could  have 
produced  that  consequence. — Some  sneers 
had  been  thrown  out  on  the  manner  in 
which  the  charges  were  brought  forward  ; 
and  it  was  insinuated^  that  the  evidence 
bad  recetred  much  discredit  from  circom- 
stances  which  had  since  transpired,  and 
that  a  great  slur  had  been  thrown  on  the 
character  of  those  who  were  principally 
instrumental  in  bringing  forward  those 
charges. .  He  would  ask,  when,  where,  and 
how,  had  this  taken  place?  All  the  evi- 
dence which  was  hinted  at  was  completely 
before  the  public,  and  it  dtd  not  appear  to 
him  to  justify  the  imputations  which  had 
been  cast.  He  was  free  to  confess,  that  if 
be  had  been  a  juryman  on  those  trials,  he 
thought  that  he  should  have  given  the 
same  verdict  on  the  evidence  produced  at 
those  trials ;  but  was  that  to  wash  away, 
and  carry  to  the  grave,  all  that  immense 
mass  of  evidence,  and  the  many  written 
documents  which  were  produced  at  the 
bar  of  the  House  ?  Was  there  any  proof 
then  given,  that  any  person  on  whose  testi- 
mony those  charges  had  mainly  been  sap- 
ported  was  unworthy  of  credit  in  a  court 
of  justice?  He  could  see  no  reason  to 
change  the  opinion  which  he  bad  then 
formed,  and  therefore,  he  should  not  now 
change  his  vote.  He  conceived  that  a 
vote  in  favour  of  the  conduct  of  ministers 
upon  the  present  occasion  would  be  hurt- 
ful  to  the  constitution,  and  disgraceful  to 
the  House  of  Commons.  It  was  generally 
understood  at  the  time,  that  a  vote  of  cen- 
sure was  only  suspended  by  the  resigna- 
tion of  his  royal  highness.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  was  hardly  to  be  con- 
ceived that  ministers  wouui  have  been 
hardy  enough  to  have  proposed  his  re-ap- 
point^ent. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  thought  it  neces- 
sary for  him  to  take  his  share  of  responsi- 
bility upon  this  occasion,  and  state  shortly 
bis  reasons  for  advising  the  reappointment. 
Much  labour,  however,  had  been  spared 
him  by  what  had  fallen  from  hfs  riffht  hon. 
friend,  (Mr.  Bathurst).  His  ri^t  hon. 
friend  had  truly  stated,  that  no  resolottons 
which  passed  the  House,  or  which  bad  any 
chance  of  being  agreed  to,  implied  that  the 
duke  of  York  was  never  at  any  fbture  time, 
to  return  to  an  official  situation.  It 
had,  indeed,  been  expressly  stated  by 
the  i^ght  hon.  gent,  at  that  time,  that 


if  his  roy^  htghnesa  conid  be 
at  that  time  to  retire  from  office,  it 
would  afford  a  fiicility  for  his  return  to 
it  at  a  future  time.  The  hon.  gentleman 
who  spoke  last  had  stated,  that  no  circoi»- 
stances  had  occurred  since  that  investiga- 
tion which  ought  to  change  the  judgment 
of  the  House.  He  beH^ved^  however,  that 
not  only  the  opinions  in  «that  House,  but 
the  impression  on  the  public  mind,  had 
been  very  materially  changed  apon  th* 
subject  since  that  time.  If  the  evidence 
hail  been  delivered  upon  oath  at  that  bar, 
he  would  have  a  right  to  aay  that  the 
cause  was  supported  by  Miboroation  of 
perjury.  Such  tvas  the  language  of  a 
noble  lord  (£llenborough}  who  tried  the 
actions ;  and  who  added,  that  if  the  eri* 
dence  bad  been  on  oath,  an  indictment 
for  subornation  of  perjury  would  lie  against 
the  person  who  so  suborned  the  witnesses. 
His  opinion  was  not  altered,  for  he  never 
had  believed  a  single  word  of  w^iat  came 
from  the  infiimoos  witnesses,  unite  when 
confirmed  by  other  evidence.  He  was 
sore  the  poblic  must  have  changed  their 
sentiments  on  that  subject,  and  that  the 
re-appointment  of  the  doke  of  York  would 
be  hailed  by  the  country  at  large  with 
satisfaction.  Of  this  he  was  absolotely 
certain,  that  there  was  one  portion  of  the 
public,  he  meant  the  army,  who  would  be 
highly  pleased  at  his  retam  to  power; 
and  yet  it  was  the  army  that  would  have 
been  degraded  and  injured  by  the  corrupt 
practices  imputed,  if  such  practices  had 
really  existed.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
then  read  the  evidence  of  k>rd  Wellington 
in  support  of  the  merits  of  the  duke  of 
York  as  Cpmmander«fn«Chief.  When  it 
was  necessary,  then,  to  select  a  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, the  most  able  to  keep 
the  army  in  the  highest  state  of  efficiency, 
be  knew  no  penon  who  could  be  a  oan* 
didate  for  that  high  ofiice  whose  dates 
would  bear  any  comparison  with  thoae  of 
his  royal  highness.  He  was  ready  to 
a4low,  that  upon  general  principles,  it 
would  be  more  advisable  that  nenbera 
of  the  royal  family  should  not  hold 
offieial  situations ;  and  he  had  therefbie 
voted  againtt  the  duke  of  York's  appoint-^ 
ment  to  be  one  of  her  Majesty's  coancH, 
as  ft  would  subject  him  to  be^xumined  «t 
the  bar  of  that  House,  and  the  duties 
might  be  performed  fully  aa  well  by  an- 
other ;  but  as  to  his  appointment  to  tba 
head  ef  the  army,  that  was  for  the  public 
good,  and  the  country  might  bless  the  day 
on  whieh  he  first  took  tba  cctamand. 
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Mr.  Lamhc  said,  that  the  qaestion,  whe- 
ther sufficient  responsibilty  did  or  did  not 
attach  to  persons  of  the  eleyated  rank  of 
his  royal  highness,  was  a  question  foreign 
to  the  present  business,  and  which  should 
now  be  dismissed  from  the  consideration 
of  the  House.  His  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Whit- 
bread)  liad  argued  with  still  more  than  his 
usual  force  on  the  injustice  that  humble 
individuals  would  sustain  from  having  the 
return  to  power  shut  against  them  when 
it  was  open  to  a  royal  duke  under  circum- 
stances precisely  similar.  There  certainly 
could  not,  on  the  other  hand,  be  any 
reason  why  injustice  should  be  done  to 
the  duke  of  York,  because  justice  was  not 
always  done  to  others.  He  felt  perfectly 
convinced,  that  if  any  other  person  was 
pfesented  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House  under  the  very  same  circumstances 
that  the  duke  of  York  stood,  he  should 
▼ote  for  his  re-appointment.  He  believed 
that  the  noble  mover  had,  as  he  expressed 
it,  felt  this  a  very  painful  task.  A  painful 
task  had  devolved  upon  them  all ;  and  he 
could  not,  without  great  pain,  reflect  upon 
the  violent  proceedings  against  the  duke 
of  York,  and  upon  the  votes  which  he  had 
himself  been  persuaded  to  give.  He  had 
At  that  time  voted  on  a  conviction  that  was 
4hen  strong  in  his  mind,  that  a  more  com- 
plete, investigation  of  the  charges  was  ne- 
'oessary.  If  he  had,  however,  then  been 
called  upon  to  say,  "  guilty,  or  not 
guilty,"—- notwithstanding  the  many  susi 
picions,  and  unexplained  circumstances  in 
these  transactions— notwithstanding  it  ap- 
peared that  pecuniary  embarrassmenta  had 
urged  him  to  the  very  brink  of  criminality, 
yet  he  should  have  said,  *'  not  guilty." 
fie  certainly  then  wished  that  the  duke 
thoald  be  removed  from  his  office ;  and  he 
did  not  know,  but  that  the  fear  that  mi- 
nisters intended  to  retain  him,  might  have 
induced  him  to  stronger  votes  than  he 
otherwise  would  have  concurred  in.  He 
conceived  that  the  duke  had  been  very 
hardly  dealt  with  ;  he  bad  been  run  down 
by  a  public  cry,  and  charged  with  pecula- 
tion, when,  in  fact,  tlie  crime  which  he 
bad  really  committed,  wu  one  not  of 
public  cognizance,  and  such  a  crime  as  no 
other  man  had  been  removed  from  an 
bigh  sicoation  for  committing.  As  to  what 
was  the  opinion  of  the  Hoos^  formerly, 
he  thought  there  could  be  no  better  mode 
of  ascertaining  it,  than  hearing  what  was 
now  the  opinion  of  the  same  House  oC 
Commons  upon  that  question;  The  opi- 
nions of  gentlemea  «t  that  timo  might  bo 


ascertained  by  their  feelings  now.  He 
could  positively  say,  that  for  himself  he 
never  intended  by  any  vote  he  gave  to 
preclude  himself  from  giving  an  opinion 
at  a  future  time  of  the  propriety  of  the 
return  of  his  royal  highn<*88  to  office. 

Mr.  Wynn  said  he  had  not  seen  any  thing 
in  the  circumstances  which  had  been  so 
often  alluded  to,  to  make  him  at  all  change 
that  opinion  which  he  formerly  expressed 
by  his  vote.  A  right  hon.  gent,  had 
stated,  that  the  conspiracy  which  had 
since  been  proved,  had  thrown  a  shade 
over  the  whole  of  the  case,  and  deprived 
the  witnesses  of  any  title  to  credit.  He 
could  not  at  all  view  the  subject  in  that 
light.  While  the  investigation  was  going 
on,  he  always  felt,  that  the  evidence  of 
such  a  woman  as  Mrs.  Clarke  ought  to  be 
left  wholly  out  of  their  consideration,  un- 
less when  it  was  confirmed  by  other  evi- 
dence. There  were  many  strong  points 
of  the  case,  however,  which  were  proved 
without  the  testimony  of  Mrs.  Clarke.  The 
case  of  Kennet  did  not  at  all  stand  on  the 
evidence  of  Mrs.  Clarke.  It  stood  on  the 
testimony  of  a  witness  of  the  highest  cha- 
racter (colonel  Taylor)  and  upon  the 
duke's  own  letters.  The  cases  of  general 
Claveriog  and  Mr.  Tonyn  did  not  stand 
upon  the  evidence  of  Mrs.  Clarke,  but  upon 
the  Duke's  own  hand  -writing.  If  the  case 
of  Kennett  were  single  and  unaccom- 
panied by  any  oiher,  he  was  of  opinion, 
that  it  would  be  sufficient  to  prove  decided 
corruption,  and  to  call  for  the  censure  of 
the  House.  It  was  corruption,  though  not 
strictly  corruption  in  office.  It  was  not 
upon  this  account  the  less  criminal.  Al- 
though the  Duke  might  not  have  trafficked 
promotion  in  the  army  for  money,  yet  if  it 
appeared  that  he  had  trafficked  the  interest 
that  his  situation  gave  him  for  money,,  he 
was  unfit  to  hold  a  high  place  in  the  sute. 
He  would  venture  to  say,  that  if  any  one 
of  his  Majesty's  ministers  had  been  de- 
tected in  a  transaction  like  that  of  Ken- 
nett's  case,  in  attempting  for  a  sum  of 
money  to  procure  a  place  for  any  indivi- 
dual, that  minister  would  be  prosecuted  for 
it  with  the  utmost  severity .  The  hon.  gent, 
who  spoke  last,  had  said,  that  pecuniary 
distresses  had  urged  the  Duke  to  the  rery 
brink  of  criminal  conduct.  It  was  his 
opinion,  that  they  had  urged  him  beyond 
the  brink,  and  involved  him  in  practices 
actually  criminal.  For  such  practices  as 
those,  in  a  man  in  high  trust,  he  thought 
it  was  no  excuse  at  all  to  set  op  the 
weaknois  and  frailty  of  human  ^atorit. 
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Men  who  had  so  large  a  portion  of 
this  wcakueM  and  frailty  were  not  fit  to 
hold  high  ofiices  in  the  state.  It  mi^ht 
not  indeed  prevent  tbem  from  being 
useful,  nay  almost  respectable  in  private 
life,  but  atterly  incapacitated  tbem  for  the 
public  service.  For  human  frailty,  consi- 
dered as  an  object  for  punishment,  he  was 
willing  to  make  every  allowance  that  jus- 
tice would  warrant ;  but  the  question  at 
present  was  not  what  censure  a  delinquent 
should  undergo,  but  whether  it  was  pru- 
dent to  entrust  the  command  of  the  army 
to  a  person  liable  to  such  habitual  weak- 
ness. The  whole  argument  in  favou>-  of 
this  re- appointment  seemed  to  proceed 
qpon  the  assumption  of  some  imaginary 
inherent  right  which  the  duke  of  York 
possessed  to  the  office  of  Commander  in 
Chief,  and  which  could  only  be  , forfeited 
by  a  crime  legally  proved  and  the  sen- 
tence of  a  criminal  court,  instead  of  being 
like  every  other  subject  of  this  realm,  lia- 
ble to  be  removed  whenever  upon  any  ac- 
count it  appeared  that  the  public  service 
might  be  promoted  by  any  other  disposi- 
tion of  that  appointment. 

The  House  was  not  now  to  determine 
what  degree  of  moral  guilt  attached  to  the 
Duke's  conduct,  but  whether  it  was  wise 
to  expose  him  to  temptations,  which  he 
had  already  shewn  he  was  unable  to  resist. 
Would  it  be  contended  that  it  was  safe  to 
place  this  high  ofEce  in  the  hands  of  a 
person,  who  could,  with  a  view  to  his  own 
private  advantage,  recommend  a  person  of 
infamous  character  for  a  situation  of  trust 
and  confidence,  ^  who  could  permit  a 
woman  like  Mrs.  Clarke  repeatedly,  and 
habitually  to  interfere  in  military  promo- 
'  tions,  and  who  was  corrupt  enough  to  sanc- 
tion, or  blind  enough  to  overlook  the 
traffic  which  she  carried  on.  But.it  had 
been  said,  that  the  Duke  had  been  now  two 
years  out  of  office,  and  that  this  was  a  suf- 
ficient punishment.  He  must  deny,  how- 
ever, that  the  Duke  had  received  any  pu- 
nishment at  all.  If  he  had  even  received 
any  censure  from  the  House,  then  he  might 
have  been  said  to  have  been  forced  from 
bis  situation  ;  but  no  censure  whatsoever 
bad  been  voted.  The  Duke  was  simply 
advised  by  his  friends  to  resign  his  office, 
for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  a  vote  of  cen- 
•ore,  and  as  it  now  appeared  for  the  pur- 
pose of  returning  again  into  office  at  a 
future  time.  If  he  had  not  taken  this  course, 
it  waa  notorious  that  a  majority  of  the 
House  of  Commons  would,  on  the  next 
day,  have  probably  agreed  to  a  vote  of 
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ceiisure  which  would  have  rendered  his 
removal  from  office  unavoidable »  but  as 
he  was  no  longer  Commander  in  Chief,  the 
House  had  wisely  abstained  from  that  vote, 
and  had  determined  that  they  would  not 
proceed  in  the  discussion  of  his  miscon- 
duct for  the  mere  purpose  of  punishment 
when  it  could  no  longer  be  dangerous  to 
the  public.  The  Duke's  re- appointment 
made  it  now  necessary  to  resume  that  con- 
sideration, and  to  decide  whether  he  had 
not  been  guilty  of  such  misconduct  as  dis* 
qualified  him  from  holding  that  high  situa- 
tion. It  was  so  manifestly  necessary  that 
the  heads  of  the  great  departments  of  the 
state  should  not  only  be  untainted  but  un- 
suspected, that  even  a  suspicion  of  such 
practices  as  hid  in  this  case  been  proved^ 
would  be  held  sufficient  to  exclude  any 
other  man  from  public  employment. 
Diffi;rent  individuals  had  lately  been  so* 
vcrely  animadverted  upon  for  misconduct 
in  office,  yet  no  person  had  as  yet  ven- 
tured to  hold  out  the  punishment  which 
they  had  undergone  as  a  security  for 
their  future  good  behaviour,  and  a  rea- 
son for  re-instating  them  in  their  former 
situations. 

It  had  been  asked  whether  this  exclusion 
from  office  was  to  be  perpetual,  and  if  not, 
at  what  period  it  was  to  expire  ?  To  these 
questions  he  must  decline  giving  an  anr 
swer,  and  would  only  say,  that  it  was 
ridiculous  to  speak  of  so  short  an  interval 
as  that  which  had  elapsed  since  the  duke'a 
resignation  as  affording  any  adequate 
pledge  for  amendment  or  reformation* 
He  was  not  quite  sure  that  the  opiniona 
and  wishes  of  the  army,  about  the  person 
who  was  to  be  their  Commander  in  Chief, 
were  entitled  to  such  stress  as  had  been 
laid  upon  that  argument  by  the  right  h^*  ^ 
Secretary.  Perhaps  it  was  not  perfec^i^  ? 
constitutional  to  state  what  was  the  de-  ' 
sire.of  the  army  upon  such  occasions,  aa 
it  was  the  duty  of  ministers  to  recommend 
the  person  who  appeared  to  them  to  be 
the  most  fit  to  command  the  army.  Aa 
to  the  evidence  of  lord  Wellington  witb 
respect  to  the  great  improvements  which 
the  duke  of  York  had  made  in  the  army, 
he  did  not  see  how  that  could  now  change 
the  opinions  of  those  who  had  heard  the 
evidence  before  they  came  to  their  former 
vote.  If  ministers  really  thought  it  of 
such  prodigious  importance  to  the  army 
that  the  duke  of  York  should  be  Coui« 
mander  in  Chief,  why  did  they  advise  hia 
Majesty  to  "accept  of  his  resignation  ?  lia* 
could  not  see  with  what  consistciicy  thm^ 
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members  who  had  before  ▼oted.  the  con- 
nirance  or  participation  of  his  royal  high- 
ness in  corrupt  practices,  could  now  sup- 
port his  return  to  office.  For  his  own 
part,  the  more  he  considered  the  evidence 
which  had  been  given  on  that  investiga- 
tion, the  more  satisfaction  he  felt  at  the 
yote  he  had  then  given ;  and  as  his  opi« 
nion  was  nncbanged,  he  should  now  sup- 
port the  motion  of  the  noble  lord. 

Mr.  Barham  rejoiced  that  he  had  this 
opportunity  of  retracting  and  confessing 
those  errors  under  which  he,  with  many 
others,  laboured  some  time  ago,  from  the 
delusion  which  then  prevailed.  He  re- 
]garded  the  duke  of  York  as  a  most  injured 
man,  and  therefore  rejoiced  at  the  oppor- 
tunity now  afforded  of  making  some 
amends  for  the  injustice  that  had  b^n 
done  him.  The  duke  had  been  censured 
with  a  severity  beyond  example.  The 
hon.  gent,  said  he  wflft  not  one  of  those 
who  went  forthest  in  their  votes  against 
the  duke  of  York,  and  he  was  one  who 
fortunately  escaped  those  delirious  thanks 
that  were  voted  to  so  many  hon.  gentle- 
men from  one  end  qf  the  country  to  the 
other.    But  he  would  now  do  all  in  his 

Sower  to  repair  the  injustice  that  had  been 
one,  thinking  that  the  dignity  of  a  pub- 
lic body,  as  well  as  that  of  an  individual, 
consisted  in  acknowledging  an  error,  not 
In  persisting  in  it.  The  noble  lord  had 
talked  of  the  appointment  being  an  at- 
tack on  the  dignity  of  the  House ;  but  to 
confess  an  error  was  not  to  descend  from 
dignity,  but  rather  to  maintain  it.  The 
example  of  what  took  place  two  years 
•ffo,  ought  to  operate  as  a  warning  to  the 
l£>use  to  be  on  their  guard  against  such 
audden  gusts  of  public  opinion  as  then 
Aevailed.  When  the  public  mind  was 
Hked  and  permanent  on  any  subject,' then 
that  House  should  follow  its  guidance,  but 
■boold  not  too  rapidly  follow  on  every 
audden  impulse.  In  fact,  there  appeared 
to  exist  at  the  time,  a  sort  of  epidemic  dis- 
order, a  species  of  Puritan  mania ;  as  if 
thit  House  were  to  be  the  censors  of  pri- 
irate  life,  as  well  as  of  official  conduct :  a 

fart  for  which  they  were  entirely  unfit, 
or  his  part,  he  wished  the  noble  lord's 
motion  should  not  merely  meet  with  a 
negative,  but  that  some  resolution  should 
be  adopted  expressive  of  a  desire  to  do 
justice  to  the  character  of  a  man  who,  he 
Terily  believed,  had  been  grossly  injured. 
Mr.  PonMonbjf  said  he  would  detain  the 
House  very  shortly,  while  he  assi^ed  his 
ftasoos  for  the  vote  ho  should  give  that 


night.  He  had  no  difficulty  in  reconcil- 
ing the  vote  which  he  should  now  give» 
with  that  which  he  had  given  on  a  for- 
mer occasion.  He  had  voted  against  the 
Resolution  which  declared  that  the  duke 
of  York  had  participated  in  or  connived 
at  corruption ;  he  had  then  attributed .  to 
his  royal  highness  only  a  certain  degree 
of  negligence  in  his  high  office.  He  re- 
mained of  that  opinion  still ;  he  still 
thought  him  chargeable  with  negligence 
then,  and  yet  should  find  no  difficulty  in 
reconciling  that  opinion  with  hi^  vote  this 
night  He  was  far  from  thinking  that 
nothing  which  had  happened  since  the 
investigation  had  affected  the  nature  of 
the  evidence  that  was  then  given:  for 
when  the  principal  witness  was  asked  at 
this  bar,  she  answered,  she  had  received 
no  consideration  for  her  evidence ;  and 
afterwards  she  swore  in  another  court* 
that  she  had  received  a  consideration* 
He  might  be  allowed  to  know  something 
of  the  nature  of  evidence,  and  it  was  reaU 
ly  new  doctrine  to  him  to  hear  it  stated^ 
that  such  a  circumstance  as  that  made  no 
alteration  in  the  evidence.  It  was  quite 
impossible  to  say,  that  where  the  principal 
witness  had  been  so  shaken  in  credibility, 
it  made  no  alteration  whatever  in  the  com* 

Elexion  of  the  case.  It  had  been  said,  to 
is  no  small  surprise,  that  the  duke  of 
York  had  suffered  no  punishment  by  his  re* 
signation.  He  was  one  of  those  who  thought 
at  the  time,  that  the  duke  ought  to  be  re* 
moved  from  his  office,  in  consequence  of 
the  evidence  which  appeared.  His  resig* 
nation  was  in  fact  a  removal,  and  made 
in  contemplation  of  what  was  nearly  the 
universal  sense  of  the  House  and  the  coun* 
try.  But  what  did  the  noble  lord's  Reso« 
lution  say  ^  Why,  it  went  to  the  perpetual 
exclusion  of  the  duke  of  York ;  for  no  ad- 
ministration would  venture  to  replace  hini 
in  office,  in  the  face  of  such  a  Resolutioo 
as  that.  Would  the  House  be  justified  in 
adopting  a  measure  of  such  great  seve« 
rity  }  His  royal  highness  had  been  guiltj 
ofgreat  indrscretion :  but  the  whole  ao^ 
cusation  rested  on  the  testimony  ef  one 
witness,  who,  it  appeared,  had  received  m 
valuable  consideration  for  her  evidencea 
and  yet  depied  it  at  their  bar.  Tliis  very 
denial  implied  a  consciousness  that  the 
consideration  was  received  for  improper 
purposes.  He  would  not,  therefore,  paae 
a  sentence  of  perpetual  exclusion,  nor 
visit  the  oflfence  with  such  severity. 
What!  could  it  really  be  said  that  th« 
duke  of  York  had  not  been  penasbed  t 
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that  he    hmd  not    nuffered   the  Mferesi  I  whofe  credibility*  as  he  had  before  ob« 
mortificatioQ  ?  Was  it  no  panisbment  that  ''  " '*  *'         ^~*  "^ 

the  ion  of  the  King  should  be  removed 
from  the  head  of  that  army  which  was 
the  glory  of  the  country — that  he  should 
be  forced  to  fly  into  retirement  from  the 
teverity  of  public  censure  ?  \yhere  was 
the  man  who  possessed  any  of  the  high 
spirit  of  an  Englishman*  who  would  ^ot 
aay«  that  all  this  was  one  of  the  severest 
punishments  that  could  possibly  be  in- 
flicted. The  duke  of  York,  ihen*  had 
been  punished  already ;  and*  in  his  mind* 
he  had  been  punished  severely.  That 
punishment*  he  thought,  had  been  already 
enough,  and  he  thought  also  that  the 
royal  duke  ought  not  to  be  further  punish- 
ed with  exclusion.  .It  had  been  asked, 
whether  any  other  person  would  have 
been  so  restored  ?  but  be  would  answer* 
that  there  was  no  such  c^  then  before 
the  House*  and  it  would  be  time  to  con- 
aider  it  when  it  might  come  before  them. 
Although  he  could  not  vote  for  the  Reso- 
lution of  his  noble  friend*  he  could  not 
help  applauding  his  conduct*  in  having 
undertaken*  from  a  sense  of  duty  alone* 
that  which  would  have  appalled  many 
other  men. 

Sir  Francu  Burdeit  said*  he  should  feel 

Sreat  satisfaction*  if  any  injury  had  been 
one  by  his  means  to  any  person*  in  en* 
deavouring  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  reme^ 
dy  it.  But  in  the  present  case*  as  he  still 
continued  to  see  it  in  the  same  light  in 
which  he  had  formerly  done*  and  aa  he 
had  formerly  given  his  vote  by  no  means 
on  the  evidence  of  that  witness  who  had 
been  so  much  spoken  of  that  night*  and 
who*  he  would  say*  was  never  looked  upon 
in  the  House  as  a  witness  of  credibility*  he 
could  see  no  ground  for  opposing  the  pre- 
sent motion.  He  was  convinced*  that  had 
the  honourable  member  in  whom  the  accu- 
sation of  the  duke  of  York  originated*  been 
unsupported  in  that  accusation  by  any  ad- 
ditional evidence  to  that*  which  he  pos- 
sessed at  the  commencement  of  the  pro- 
ceedings* he  would  have  retired  disgraced 
and  stultified.  But  it  so  happened*  that « 
mass  of  evidence^  written  and  oral*  was 
produced  in  a  manner  almost  accidental* 
he  might  even  say,  almost  miraculous. 
That  testimony  remained  untouched.  It 
therefore  was  a  source  of  astonishment  to 
him  to  hear  gentlemen  state  generally* 
that  their  opinion  on  the  case  was  chang- 
ed* without  advancing  any  one  circum- 
itance  to  warrant  that  change*  except 
the  decreaied  ctedibility  of  a  iritneas  on 


served*  little  or  no  reliance  had  ever  been 
placed.    He  renombered  an  honourable 
gentleman  had  said,  tliat  her  evidence  waa 
not  such  as  that  he  would  have  whipped  m 
dog  on  it;  and  this  statement  was  received 
by  the  House  with  acclamation.  But  could 
the  House  ferget  the  letters  which  had 
been  most  unexpectedly  produced;  the 
letters  brought  out  in  cpnsequence  of  ge* 
neral  Covering's  evidence — the  note  of 
Tonyn*  €i  cetera ;  and  with  respect  to  this 
last,  if  any  thing  like  conspiracy  existed 
in  the  whole  afiair*  it  was  certainly  mani- 
fested in  the  attempt  of  the  right  hon. 
gent,  opposite. (the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer)  to  suppreu  the  note  of  that  per^ 
son.-— He  now  came  to  the  consideration 
of  how  fmr  the  duke  of  York  stood  crimi* 
oated  by  the  proceedings  of  the  House* 
The  House  was  certainly  satisfied  with 
agreeing  in  a  vote  in  the  case  of  his  royal 
highness*  which  they  would  not,  perhapi» 
have  considered  as  sufficient*  had  the  in* 
dividual  accused  been  of  less  exalted  rank 
in  the  country.    With  that  vote  on  their 
Journals*  however*  it  seemed  to^him  imp 
possible*  that  with  any  regard  to  consia* 
tency*  the  House  could  refrain,  when  the 
subject  was  again  brought  under  their  con* 
sideration*  from  expressing  a  coa^onaot 
opinion.      In  fact,  the  strongest  thinga 
against  bis  royal  highness  had  been  uttered 
by  those  who  professed  themselves  to  bo 
his  friends.     An  hon.  gent,  pear  him  had 
stated  tliat  the  duke  of  York,  when  he  en* 
joyed  the  high  office  of  Conimander-in* 
Chief,  was  placed  in  a  situation  of  greal 
pecuniary  distress.    It  would  appear  front 
bim*  that  he  was  somewhat  in  tiie  sttua^. 
tion  of  the  needy  man  in  the  tragedy  of 
Douglas* 

*  Who  bss  seen  better  days ; 
One  whom  disireM  has  spited  with  the  world. 
-^—  Whom  tempting  fieods  would  pitch  upas 
To  do  nucb  (leoda  as  make  the  prosperous  maa 
Hold  up  his  hands*  and  wooder  j 
And  such  a  man  was  I— 

—And  such  a  man  was  the  duke  of  York. 
—Another  honourable  member  had  also 
said  that  his  royal  higlmess  did  not  parti* 
cipate  in  the  corruptions  of  which  he  waa 
accused*  but  that  he  only  winked  at  them* 
Did  he  wink  at  them  ?  How  then  could 
the  honourable  member*  and  those  who 
thought  with  him*  consent  to  give  their 
vote  against  the  motion  of  the  noble  lord  ? 
Much  had  been  said  of  the  changes  that 
had  taken  plac^  since  the  investigation. 
It  was  Una  that  '  tenpora  matantor/  bat 
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nothing  elst  was  cbftngf  d.^— An  bon.  gent, 
thereon  h»d  stated  the  Htiuse  to  have  been 
led  away  by  a  popular  delusion*  and  -ex- 
pressed himself  glad  (»f  an  opportunity  of 
•hewing  his  contrition.  For  his  pan,  he 
cauld  feel  no  contrition  for  the  part  which 
be  had  formerly  taken :  he  could  see  no- 
thing to  repent  of.  He  thought  his  royal 
highness  had  been  dealt  with  as  leniently 
as  po<)«ible.  It  was  no  doubt  improper  to 
be  led  away  by  popular  opinion  from  the 
sound  part  which  every  man  was  bound 
to  take— *aiid  there  were  cases  lahen  it 
might  be  proper  to  resist  the  '  Civium  ar- 
dor prMva  jubentium  ;'  but  it  ought  to  be 
•hewn  that  the  objects  here  wished  for  by 
the  public  were  '  prava.'  Public  opinion,  in 
his  opinion,  was  by  no  means  to  be  de- 
Bpisnd ;  and  those  who  had  the  pnanage- 
inent  of  public  affairs  would  find  the  pub- 
lic opinion  no  small  assistance  to  them. 
However,  if  he  had  allowed  himself  to 
have  been  led  away  by  this  public  opinion 
from  expressing  the  dictates  of  his  own 
mind,  he  hhonld  indeed  think  himself 
bound  to  express  his  contrition  at  present. 
Neither  eould  he  agiee  that  ihe  case  of 
the  duke  of  York  had  been  one  of  peculiar 
hardship.  The  duke  of  Cumberland,  by 
way  of  distinction  termed  '  the  Great/  al- 
though he  had  suppressed  a  rebellion,  and 
vendered  other  eminent  services  'to  the 
state,  was,  nevertheless,  by  the  opf  ration 
of  a  mere  misfortune,  removed  from  4he 
chief  command  of  the  army,  in  which  si- 
tuation it  was  not  thought  fit  to  replace 
him  at  any  future  period.  Although  he 
was  iM>t  inclined  to  press  this  argument, 
yet  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  very  doubt- 
^1,  how  far  the  appointment  of  an  indivi- 
dual of  such  iltu*<rrious  rank  to  the  ofhce  of 
Commander  in  Chief  mighi  not  be  inju- 
rious lo  the  inter'-sts  of  the  army«  few  as 
the  rewards  were  %hich  were  enjoyed  by 
thone  who  t.m braced  a  military  lile  in  our 
service.  He  could  not  abstain  frm  re- 
marking, that  tiie  right  hnn  gent,  oppo- 
site, for  the  purpose  of  throwmsr  odium 
on  the  charge  atininst  the  d\jke  of  York, 
•poke  vciy  l.ghcly  ol  theevi4ience  of  Mrs. 
Clarke,  when  it  op<  rated  aga.nsi  his  royal 
htfzhness,  but  attrt|>uted  toi.  considerable 
weight,  whm  (hat  wirness  was  afterw^trds 
employed  in  s^^earin*;  a  dfht  off  her  own 
•houlderfr,  and  in  8i»  earing  a  »um  of  mo- 
ney irito  the  pockets  of  a  set  of  avvnidl^r^. 
It  had  brt^n  most  citaily  establishid,  that 
Mrs.  Clarke  had  interfered  in  ii.ihiHry 
matters,  and  hiat  oihtrs  of  more  power 
bad  gone  atili  iiinher  in  •uggeatiohs,  to  the 
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injury  of  the  service,  which  had  been  lit* 
tened  to  by  his  royal  highness.  By  these 
means  it  had  been  shewn,  that  a  very  va- 
luable officer  had  sustained  a  serious  in* 
jury  in  his  profession.  Under  all  these 
circumstances,  and  with  the  recollectioa 
of  the  decision  formerly  come  to  by  the- 
House^  on  evidence  contradicted  neither 
then  nor  since,  he  thought  it  impossible 
to  sit  quietly  under  the  recent  re- appoint* 
ment,  without  a  distinct  expression  of  the 
sentimenta  entertained  by  parliament,  oq 
a  subject  into  which  they  had  formerly 
thought  it  their  duty  so  minutely  to  in* 
quire. 

Mr.  Manners  Sutton  did  not  feel  asto- 
nished that  the  hon.  baronet  should  take 
up  the  case  of  his  royal  highness  the  Com* 
mander  in  Chief,  in  the  manner  he  had 
done,  and  consider  it  aa  unaltered,  not* 
withstanding  what  had  passed  since  the 
House  came  to  thc^r  former  deterniina* 
tion ;  neither  was  he  surprised   that  the 
hoh.  baronet  should  conceive,  that  were 
the  testimony  of  Mrs.   Clarke  to  be  ex* 
punged  altogether  from  the  evidence^  the 
culpability  of  his  royal  highness  would 
appear  to  him  to  be  not   less  distinctly 
proved.     He,    however,    fancied,    there 
Mere  few  who  entertained  similar  opiniona 
to  the  hon.  baronet,  on  this  subject—opi* 
nlons  which  he  had  not  the  least  incJina* 
tion  to   attempt  to  shake.     There  were 
thbse,  however,  who  were  inclined  to  sup- 
port the  motion  of  the  noble  lord,  on  the 
ground,    that  the  re-appointment  of  bis 
royal    highness  to   the    office    of  Com* 
mander  in  Chief,  was  in  defiance  of  the 
rt  corded  opinion  of,  and  disrespectful  to, 
the  House  of  Commons^  and  in  direct  op* 
poiiition  to  the  opinion  of  the  public.     He, 
however  who  thought  that  it  was  neither 
of  these,  must  be    allowed  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  subject.     And  in  the  firat 
place,  how  could  it  be  called  disrespect* 
fui  to  the  House  ?    No  one  had  ventured 
to  coiii«'nd    that  i>ucb    an    appointment 
ooghi   lo   have   received  the  sanction  of 
parltHment.      It  thert-fore   came  to   this, 
that  there  must  be  something  on  the  joer* 
iiais  declaratory  against  the  propriety  or 
expediency  of  such  re- appointment.     Bot 
where   was  this?    It  had  been   already 
stiewn  by  his  ri;iht  hon.  friend,  that  no  re- 
cord of  this'  kind  was  in  existence.     Un* 
questionably,  nn  opinion  of  that  nature 
pervaded  the  speeches  of  some  hon.  mem* 
tiers  during  the  investigation,  but  there 
was  some  difference  between  the  opinions 
of  a  few  indiridaaia  and  the  ?oie  of  the 
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Hoase»  and  it  was  not  very  fair  in  them 
to  set  up  their  opinions  as  the  proper 
•tanriard,  far  lets  as  the  genera)  decision. 
So  mach  for  the  records  on  the  Journals 
of  the  House.  As  for  the  defiance  of  pob- ' 
lie  opinion,  if  that  public  opinion  were 
adverse  to  the  duke  of  York,  to  the  extent 
alleged  by  some  hon.  gentlemen,  then 
certainly  ministf-rs  would  have  incurred  a 
heavy  responsibility,  by  having  advised 
the  re-appomiment  of  the  Duke  of  York. 
But  he  denied  the  fact.  It  had  been  as- 
serted that  since  the  year  1809,  nothing 
had  transpired  to  occasion  a  change  in 
the  public  opinion.  A  great  deal  had 
transpired.  The  public  had  had  the  op- 
portunity of  seeing  how  little  the  evidence 
that  had  been  adduced  could  be  depended 
upon ;  they  had  had  time  to  cool  fnim  the 
fever  which  had  so  studiously  been  ex- 
cited ;  and  their  opinion  had,  in  conse- 
quence, been  materially  changed.  If  he 
required  authority  for  his  statement,  that 
the  public  opmion  on  this  subject  had 
been  most  materially  changed,  he  would 
refer  to  an  hon.  member  (Mr.  Wardlf) 
whom  he  then  saw  in  his  place,  and  who 
he  had  expected  would  havi*  taken  a  pro- 
minent part  in  the  present  discusnion.  If, 
therefore,  the  re-appointment  of  the  Duke 
of  York  was  ii«>i  disrespectful  to  th«*  Houoe 
of  Coinntons,  or  in  defianoe  of  public  opi- 
nion, on  what  ground  could  the  motion  of 
the  noble  lord  be  supported  ?  Was  it  be- 
cause his  royal  highness  was  peculiarly 
qualified  for  discharging  the  duli«*s  of  the 
high  station  to  which  he  had  been  re- 
called ?  No  one  who  had  any  connection 
or  intercourse  with  the  army  could  doubt 
the  opinion  entrriaitied  by  them  with  re- 
spect to  the  Duke  of  York.  The  army 
knew,  that  hy  the  regulations  introduced 
by  him,  the  military  bervice  of  the  coun- 
try had  been  fostf  rt*d,  and  brought  to  a 
degree  of  perfection  which  confounded 
our  enemies,  nnd  astonished  the  world. 
An  hon.  member  had  said,  that,  if  minis- 
ters had  been  disposed  t(>  act  in  a  manly 
way,  they  should  have  propo<i«d  the  re- 
scinding of  the  fote  to  which  the  House 
had  formerly  come,  before  they  advised 
the  re-appointment.  What  thai  vote  was 
had  already  been  shewn,  namtrly  that  it  did 
not  Contain  any  thing  im|>erative  against 
that  re- appointment.  The  hon.  baronet 
(sir  F.  Burdett)  had  stated,  warmly  and 
with  indignation,  that  it  had  been  insinu- 
ated by  those  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House,  that  a  fool  conipiracy  had  been 
formed  against  the  Doke  of  York,  and  de* 


dared  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  exitW 
enceof  sucii  a  conspiracy.  What!  had 
it  not  been  distinctly  proved,  that  the 
main  and  principal  witness  to  support  that 
charge  had  received  promises,  and  did  ac- 
tually receive  bribes  for  the  evidence 
which  she  gave  ?  It  was  scarcely  neces* 
sary  to  add,  that  he  should  most  cordially 
vote  against  the  motion  of  the  noble  lord. ' 

Mr.  R,  7>orn(on congratulated  the  House 
and  the  country  that  so  many' opinions 
had  been  changed  with  regard  to  his 
royal  highness  the  duke  of  York.  It  was 
candid  in  those  who  saw  the  develope* 
ment  of  many  subfcequent  facts  to  confess 
the  delusion  under  which  they  had  acted. 
His  royal  highness  was  popular  with  every 
individuil  of  our  brave  army,  and  it  was 
a  just  tribute  to  them,  as  well  as  an  aci  of 
justice  to  this  illustrious  personage,  to  re- 
place him  in  his  office,  when  it  did  appear 
that  he  had  paid  a  deference  of  his  own 
free  choice  to  puUtcopinion,  which  public 
opinion  had  been  much  mii^led.  The 
same  House  of  Commons,  which  by  a 
triumphant  majority  had  voted  him  frt^ 
from  corruption,  %iOuld  gratify  all  bat 
Jacobins  and  enemies  to  the  glory  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  should  they  now 
reinstate  his  royal  highness,  and  place  him 
at  the  head  of  that  army,  to  the  good 
organisation  and  credit  ot  which  he  had 
so  much  contriliuted.  The  country  was 
ready  to  throw  the  veil  of  oblivion  on 
what  it  was  the  duty  and  interest  of  the 
country  to  forget ;  and  the  Regent,  who 
unhed  the  people  at  large  into  one  family, 
Was  well  advised  by  his  ministers  to  give 
his  royal  protection  to  the  duke  of  York« 
who  had  alone  di.H missed  himself  from  his 
situation,  and  whose  services  were  so  uni- 
versally acknowledged  while  he  filled  the 
office  oi  Commander  in  Chief. 

Mr.  IV.  Smith  shortly  stated  his  reasons 
for  voting  in  sup(>ortof  the  motion.  His 
opinion  of  the  misconduct  of  the  duke  of 
York  was  not  so  much  foundtd  on  the 
testimony  of  the  prominent  witness,  as  on 
the  collateral  cirtum«tances  which  onex* 
pec  ted  I  y  came  out  during  the  inquiry.- 
The  discrediting  of  Mrs.  Clarke's  tes* 
timony,  therefore,  did  not  afiect  the  vote 
he  gave  on  that  occasion.  He  agreed  that 
hiM  royal  highnes»  had  already  sutiered  • 
severe  punishment,  and  he  did  not  wish 
lor  his  perpetual  exclusion.  His  objec- 
tions to  the  re-appointment  lay  within  a 
small  compass:  the  principal  one  was^ 
that  it  was  unadvisabic,  becaose  with  the 
vote  which  stood  en  the  Journals  of  the 


MT]    house  of  commons*         Re-appomiataUi^ae  Duke  if  York, 


CMS 


Hoase>  and  which  implied  that»  as  the 
duke  bad  resigned^  there  wai  no  occasion 
for  the  House  preceding  to  any  farther 
decision  on  the  question.  The  manly  way 
of  actiog  would  have  been  for  any  gentle- 
man who  was  friendly  to  such  re-appoint- 
ment^  to  rise  up  in  the  House  before  it 
took  placcj  and  propose  that  the  above 
vote  should  either  be  rescinded  or  modified. 
The  sense  of  the  House  would  thus  have 
been  taken  before  the  appointment  took 
place.  This  was  the  proper  mode,  in 
his  opinion ;  but  while  the  vote  to  which 
ke  alluded  stood  on  their  Journals,  he 
should  feel  himself  bound  to  vote  in  favour 
of  the  motion  of  the  noble  lord. 

Mr.  Canning  observed,  that  it  required 
a  strong  case  indeed  to  justify  a  parlia- 
mentary censure  of  the  executive  govern- 
ment in  the  ordinary  exercise  of  their 
constitutional  functions.  That  the  power 
of  appointing  to  the  high  offices  of  state 
belonged  constitutionally  to  the  Crown 
would  not  be  denied ;  neither  would  it  be 
said  that  the  exercise  of.  that  power  could 
with  propriety  be  called  in  question,  un- 
less it  appeared  that  there  was  something 
wrong,  or  a  suipicion  of  something  wrong, 
in  the  appointment.  The  question  then 
was,  whether  that  House  was  to  pass  a 
censure  upon  the  advisers  of  the  late  ap- 
pointment, or  upon  the  object  of  it,  by 
concurring  in  the  motion.  If  on  the  latter, 
what,  he  would  ask,  became  of  all  the  ar- 
guments of  those,  who,  in  the  most  vindic- 
tive votes  which  they  had  formerly  sup- 
ported, denied  that  they  had  supported 
any  Resolution  which  would  amount  to  a 
perpetual  exclusion  of  the  duke  of  York 
from  the  office  of  Commander-in-Chief? 
If  it  was  not  right  that  his  royal  highness 
should  be  appointed  now,  when  a  vacancy 
had  occurred  in  the  office,  at  what  time 
would  it  be  right  ?  If  after  two  years  of 
expiation  he  ought  not  to  be  restored  to 
office,  after  wnat  period  of  expiation 
ought  he  be  restored  into  an  office  for 
which  be  had  more  than  common  talents  ? 
It  had  been  arsued,  that  it  formed  an  ad- 
ditional ground  of  censure,  that  the  Prince 
Regent  had  been  advised  to  make  this  ap- 
pointment during  the  sitting  of  the  same 
Parliament  which  had  passed  the  previous 
Resolutions  on  the  subject  of  the  duke  of 
York's  conduct ;  yet  so  far  was  be  from 
concurring  in  this  opinion,  that  be  thought 
the  circumstance  an  extenaation,  if  the 
act  even  were  censurable.  It  was  un- 
doubtedly an  extenuating  circamBtance« 
tbat»  advising. the  appointment^  miniaterf 


had  not  availed  themselves  of  the  facility 
of  effecting  it  during  a  recess,  without  tlia 
danger  of  its  being  immediately  called  in 
question;  and  that  they  had  resorted  to 
the  measure  pending  the  sitting  of  the 
same  parliament  which  had  voted  the 
former  Resolutions.  If  that  parliament 
had  been  dissolved,  and  a  succeeding  par- 
liament called  upon  to  rescind  the  Kesola« 
tions  it  bad  passed,  he  would  allow,  that 
such  a  course  might  be  liable  to  the  ob* 
jection  which  had  been  urged.  He  would 
admit,  that  it  was  allowable  to  look  back 
to  former  proceedings,  in  order  to  constmey 
by  referring  to  the  opinions  then  delivered, 
what  was  the  intention  of  the  House.  The 
Resolution  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite, 
(Mr.  Bathurst)  he  looked  upon  as  the  most 
severe  of  all ;  and  he  thought  it  a  con- 
siderable aberration  on  the  part  of  that 
right  hon«  gent,  (without  meaning  ofieuce), 
with  his  acute  and  practical  mind,  to  sup- 
pose that  such  a  Resolution  could  remain 
a  single  day  on  their  Journals  without  its 
producing  the  eflect  of  having  the  duke  of 
York  driven  in  disgrace  from  his  office. 
Yet  that  Resolution  had  been  rejected,  and 
the  right  hon.  gent,  himself  had  denied 
that  any  such  eflect  was  intended  by  him. 
Some  hon.  gentlemen,  from  the  manner  in 
which  they  bad  argued  thia  motion,  seemed 
to  think  themselves  at  liberty  to  go  into 
the  larger  question,  as  to  the  propriety  of 
appointing  a  prince  of  the  blood  to  any 
office  of  responsibility.  Ihe  question 
was  large,  but  he  would  not  consent  to 
decide  it  in  the  person  of  the  duke  of  York. 
He  bad  before  stated,  and  should  then  re- 
peat, that  a  deliberative  opinion  .of  the 
army  ought  not  to  be  considered  by  that 
House:  not  that  he  valued  the  opinion  of 
such  an  army  as  we  had  less  than  other 

gentlemen;  but  that  to  suffer  them  to  in- 
uence  the  deliberations  of  that  House 
would  be  to  endanger  the  constitution. 
He  should  oppose  the  motion  on  the 
grounds  that  the  duke  of  York  was  at 
eligible  to  the  office  of  Commander  in 
Chief  as  any  other  subject — that  he  was 
peculiarly  fitted  for  that  office — that  a 
vacancy  bad  occurred  previous  to  his  ap- 
pointment— that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
recorded  opinion  of  that  House  to  shew 
that  he  might  not  hold  that  office— and 
that  there  was  much  in  the  proceedings 
on  the  former  occasion  to  shew  that  it  had 
been  the  wish  of  the  House  to  guard 
against  such  a  construction.  He  should^ 
therefore,  oppose  the  motion. 
Mr.  Watdk  observed*  that  it  was  not  hie 
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intention  to  have  said  a  word  upon  this 
i|uestion,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  aliu- 
aions  which  had  been  made  to  transactions 
iubseqoent  to  the  iuTestigation,  and  in 
consequence  of  the  particular  and  personal 
call  wiiich  had  been  made  upon  him  by 
an  hon.  gent  opposite,  (Mr.  M.  Satton). 
A  right  hon.  member  had  alluded  to  cer- 
tain expressions  which  had  been  made 
use  of  by  the  chief  justice  of  the  King's 
Bench  in  one  of  the  trials  which  had  taken 
place  before  him*  He  admitted  that  the 
words  quoted  might  have  been  used  ;  but 
he  would  inform  that  right  hon.  gent.»  that 
the  Chief  Justice  had  held  opinions  in  the 
course  of  that  trial  which  he  afterwards 
abandoned.  The  learned  judge  would  at 
first  not  allow  any  allusions  to  what  had 
taken  place  in  that  House,  yet  subse* 
quently,  in  his  charge  to  the  jury,  had 
himself  alluded  to  what  he  supposed  to 
have  fallen  from  him  (Mr.  Wardle)  in 
that  House,  which  upon  a  reference  to  the 
evidence  would  J)e  found  not  to  have  been 
laid  by  him.  On  the  trial  of  Mr.  Cobbett 
afterwards,  that  learned  judge  would  not 
allow  of  any  allusion  to  be  made  to  what 
passed  in  that  House  ;  and  Mr.  Cobbett, 
when  making  it,  had  been  stopped  in  his 
defence.  Much  had  been  tata  with  re- 
gard to  a  witness  who  had  been  examined 
on  the  investigation,  as  to  her  having  been 
bribed  to  give  testimony  which  she  after- 
wards contradicted  on  her  oath:  but  at 
the  time  when  she  was  giving  such  contra- 
diction, she  was  a  rich  pensioner  of  400/. 
per  annum,  besides  havmff  also  received  a 
very  considerable  sum  of  money ;  and  it 
was  for  those  who  gave  her  that  pension, 
and  that  considerable  sum  of  money,  to 
ptate  for  what  services  they  had  bfeen  given 
to  her.  With  respect  to  another  witness 
who  had  given  testimony  on  the  trial, 
Daniel  Wright,  he  should  state  one  fact : 
that  he  brought  an  action  against  the  edi- 
*  tor  of  a  newspaper^  for  publishing  a  para- 
graph representing  him  as  a  perjured  wit- 
ness, and  laid  his  damages  at  1,000/.  To 
that  action  the  editor  entered  a  plea  of  jus- 
tification ;  and  the  consequence  was,  that 
Wright  had  withdrawn  his  action,  paying 
bis  own  costs.  A  paper  had  been  the 
day  preceding  put  into  his  hands,  re-as- 
aerting  the  charge  of  perjury.  As  to  the 
other  witness,  who  bad  been  attorney  to 
Mrs.  Clarke,  he  had  to  state,  that  Mr. 
Alley,'his  counsel,  had  asserted  at  a  public 
dinner  in  the  city,  that  that  person  bad 
stated  at  his  table  what  was  contrary  to 
what  he  swora  on  the  trial.      He  bad 
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thought  it  necessary  to  state  these  facts  to* 
the  House,  and  should  not  trouble  them 
with  any  farther  observations  at  that  hour. 
Lord  Milton  had  but  a  few  words  ta 
address  to  the  House.  An  hon.  member 
had  said,  that  he  was  rejoiced  that  thia 
motion  had  been  brought  forward,  as  it 
would  give  the  House  an  opportunity  to 
retrace  its  steps,  and  atone  for  its  former 
error.  He  was  glad  to  give  that  hon. 
gent,  this  satisfaction.  The  hon.  member 
had  asserted  too,  that  during  the  former 
proceedings  there  was  a  kind  of  fever  in 
the  public  mind,  a  puriiO'inama,  which,  by 
the  delusion  it  created,  led  to  the  errors 
which  he  wished  to  retract.  If  he  Mord 
Milton)  had  acted  on  that  occasion  tirom 
such  a  delusion,  he  would  be  ready,  with 
the  hon.  member,  to  retrace  his  steps;  but 
he  bad  formed  his  opinion  in  that  instance 
as  a  juror,  and  with  the  same  solemnity  as 
if  he  had  been  on  oath ;  but  it  was  be* 
cause  nothing  had  since  happened  to 
change  the  opinion  he  then  formed,  that 
he  came  forward  with  his  present  motion^ 
A  division  then  took  place-* 

For  the  motion 47 

Against  it * 296 

Majority —  240 

Liti  qf  At  Mtnority. 

Antonie,  L.  Lyttleton,  hon.  W.  ft. 

Babingtoo,  T«  Maddocks,  W. 

Baring,  sir  T.  Mildmay,  sir  H. 

Baring,  A.  Ossulston,  loni 

Brand,  hon.  T.  Ord,  W. 

Burdett,  sir  F.  Pierse,  H. 

Byng,  6-  Romilly,  sir  S. 

Calcraft,  J.  St.  AubjOf  sir  J. 

Coke,  T.  W.  Sharp,  R, 

Colborne,  N.  R.  Shiplej,  W. 

Combe,  H.C.  South,  John 

Creevej,  T.  Smith,  W. 

Dickenson,  W.  Thornton,  H. 
£Iliott,  right  hon.  W.     Tracey,  H. 

Folkestone,  lord  Tremaioe,  J.  H. 

Grenvilie,  lord  G.  Wardle,  G.  L. 

Hibbert,  G.  Western,  C.  C. 

Horner,  F.  Whitbread,  S. 

Kemp,  T.  Wilberforcc,  W. 

Lambtoo,  R.  J.  Wynn,  C.  W. 

Langton,  Gore  Wynn,  sir  W.  W. 
Latouche,  John  TSLLsas: 

Leferre,  C.  S.  Lord  Althorpe 

Lloyd,  sir  £.  Lord  Milton. 
LoogDiaOy  G. 
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Tileges  on  the  Berkeley  Peerage  sat  from 
ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  till  near  five. 
Some  witnesses  were  examined  on  the 
part  of  the  Claimant,  two  of  whom  grossly 
prevaricated ,  and  tbeir  evidence  was  or- 
dered to  be  reported  to  the  House,  and 
themselves  to  attend. 

Immediately  after  prayers,  the  House 
proceeded  to  take  into  consideration  the 
cases  of  the  two  witnesses  ordered  to  at* 
tend.  These  two  persons,  namely  £llis 
Taylor  Farren  and  Nicholas  Hicks,  ap- 
peared at  the  bar,  and  the  evidence  of  the 
former  having  been  read  by  Mr.  Gurney, 
Jan.  the  short  hand  writer,  and  also  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Griffiths,  solicitor,  of 
Gloucester,  through  which  the  prevarica- 
tion of  Farren  was  proved,  Farren  and 
Hicks  were  ordered  to  withdraw.  The 
Lord  Chancellor  moved  a  Resolution, 
That  Farren  had  grossly  prevaricated  in 
hit  evidence  before  the  Committee— which 
was  agreed  to  nem.  diss. ;  and  Farren  hav- 
ing been  called  in,  was  asked  if  he  wished 
to  say  any  thing  in  explanation  of  his  con- 
duct. After  hearing  what  he  had  to  state, 
he  was  ordered  to  withdraw,  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor  moved,  that  he  be  committed 
to  .the  custody  of  the  gentleman  usher  of 
the  black  rod,  and  that  a  warrant  be  issued 
for  sending  him  to  Newgale  ;  both  which 
motions  were  agreed  to  nem.  diss.— Hicks 
the  other  witness,  was  then  called  in,  and 
his  evidence  in  chief  and  on  the  cross- 
examination,  both  together  proving  the 
prevarication,  having  been  read  by  Mr. 
Gurney,  he  was  asked  if  he  bad  any  thing 
to  state  in  explanation.  After  hearing 
what  he  wished  to  say,  he  was  ordered  to 
withdraw,  and  earl  Grey  moved  resolu- 
tions precisely  similar  to  those  moved  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor  in  the  other  case ; 
which  were  also  agreed  to  nem.  diss. 

VoTB  OF  Thanks — Battlb  of  Al- 
BUEXA.]  The  Earl  of  Liverpool  rose,  and 
•aid,  that  whatever  difference  of  opinion 
might  sometimes  occur  in  questions  of 
this  nature,  he  could  anticipate  none  on 
the  present  occasion  The  highest  ho- 
nour that  could  be  paid  to  the  exertions  of 
our  army  and  navy,  were  to  be  found  in 
the  thanks  of  the  parliament,  and  the  ap- 
probation  of  the  soveregn,  which  was  so 
felt  by  them  to  whom  such  approbation 
was  given.  He  knew  also»  from  former 
experience,  that  it  was  a  tribute  to  de- 
parted merit  most  grateftil  to  the  surviving 
friends  and  relatives  of  those  who  fell  in 
their  country's  acrvice,  a  consolatioii  that 
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much  alleviated  their   regret.    An  atten- 
ti6n  10  this  natural  feeling  was  peculiarly 
applicable  in  the  present  instance,  con- 
sidering the  nature  of   the   conflict,  the 
magnitude  of  the  lose,  and  all  the  other 
circumstances  of  the  affair.     A   peculiar 
feature  in  this  action  likewise  called  for 
particular  attention.     Though  the  severity 
of  the  action  fell  principally  on  the  British 
troops,  yet  it  was  a  battle  in  which  not  only 
British,    but  PurtU){uese    and  Spaniard* 
shared  the  dangers  and  glories  of  the  day. 
Though  the  army  was  thus  composed  of 
three  nations,  yet  we.  had  seen  a   perfect 
cordiality  among  the  officers,  and  a  ai* 
milar  courage  and  perseverance  in  the 
troops.     The  enemy's  object  was  one  of 
great  importance ;  no  less  than  raising  the 
blockade  and  siege  of  Badajoz  ;  in  which 
attempt,  if  successful,  he  would  have  com- 
pel |rd   the  allies  to  retreat  behind  the 
Guadiana.     For  this  purpose  he  had  col- 
lected   all    his  disposable   force  in  the 
south  of    Spain,  and    advanced   against 
the    allied   army.      The  details    of  the 
business  were  before  their  lordships,  who 
had  seen,     that  early  in    the    day  the 
severity  of  the   atta<  k  fell  chiefly  on  the 
Spanish  forces  ;    whose  steady  valour,  if 
npt  crowned  with  success,  shewed  a  re- 
sistance which  was  a  proof  of  the  innate 
valour  of  that  gallant  nation,  and  an  ear- 
nest of  still  greater  exertions.     When  the 
height  was  gained  by  the  French,  the  ef* 
forts  of  our  troops  were  such  in  reeaioiog 
it   as   to  equal  the  greatest  examples  ever 
afforded  of'  martial  prowess.     Their  lord- 
ships had   lately  had  repeated  opportuni- 
ties of  observing  what  was  the  gallant 
conduct  of    British  troops  ;  but  from  all 
the  private  letters  which  had  reached  this 
country,  the  victory  then  under  consider* 
ation  exhibited  traiuof  individual  Aarac- 
ter  winch  were  proofs  of  complete  hero- 
ism.    The  corps  of  British  troops,  amount* 
ing  to  UfCKH)  men,  were  determined  not 
to  be  conquered.     The  general  himself, 
in  his  various  experience,  had  never  seen 
a    parallel  to  their  efforts.     It  must  be 
most  gratifying  to  contemplate  the  excel- 
lent conduct  of  our  allies.     Every  occa- 
sion tended  still  farther  to  shew  the  good 
effec  ts  of   that  discipline  which  general 
sir    W.   Beresfurd    had   introduced    and 
cariied  to  so  high  a  pitch  among  the  Por- 
tuguesi*.     After  the  battle  of   Busa^,  it 
was  natural  to  say,  that  although  in  that 
Htrong  position  the  Portuguese  did  their 
duty,  yet  %vhen  they  should  come  to  face 
an  enemy  iu  the  field,  they  might  not  stto^ 
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Gtedeqinl  to  the  expectaliona  that  many 
h«dii»riD«d  of  ihem.  In  this  case  they 
frenpecoiiarly  tried,  and  there  was  the 
aoliionty  of  the  general,  and  many  oi&  • 
ten,  for  saying  that  they  manoeuvred  in  the 
face  of  the  enemy's  fire  in  a  manner  eqaal 
to  the  British  troops.  Tliere  was  the 
nme  ground  of  jostiBcation  in  the  conduct 
•f  the  Spanish  troops.  If«  unfortunately^ 
there  was  any  former  ground  of  regret, 
the  occasion  had  now  occurred  when 
Spanish  and  British  troops  bad  united  with 
the  atmost  cordiality,  and  conquered. 
The  enemy  bad  (ailed  in  his  object ;  had 
been  repulsed,  and  compelled  to  retire 
with  severe  loss.  By  the  judicious  ar- 
rangements of  our  general  before  ihe  bat- 
lie  took  place,  the  enemy  was  prevented, 
in  any  event,  from  taking  possession  of 
o«r  artillery  and  stores.  By  the  result  of 
ibe  action  we  were  enabled  to  recom- 
mence our  operations.  Viewing  the  num- 
ber of  the  troops  employed,  we  had  cer- 
tainly suffered  a  severe  loss ;  a  loss  under 
neb  circumstances  seldom  surpassed  ; 
b«t  it  was  consolatory  to  know  they  were 
Hot  lost  in  a  wanton  conflict.  The  con- 
<loct  of  our  general  had  been  in  perfect 
conformity  to  the  iu^t ructions  be  had  re- 
ceived from  lord  Wellington.  While  he 
<l«plored  the  loss  feeling  as  he  did,  and 
|»rticnlarly  with  regard  to  some  who  had 
^ilen,  whom  lie  had  the  honour  of  know-* 
iagiind  particularly  general  Hoghton,  he 
Hart  still  thiak,  and  he  was  sure  their  lord 
•hips  would  think  that  it  was  most  ho- 
BMrable  to  the  arms  of  the  otlied  nations, 
iad  deserving  of  the  thanks  of  that  House. 
h  was  his  intention,  after  moving  Thanks 
to  general  Beresfbrd  and  the  Army  under 
bis  command,  to  move  a  similar  tribute 
te  the  Portuguese  and  Spanish  armies. 
The  noUe  secretary  concluded  with  mov- 
ug  Thanks  to  general  Beresford,  and  the 
^tish  troops  under  his  command. 

The  £arl  of  Aberdetn  seconded  the  mo- 
^  After  expressing  his  deep  sense  of 
the  merits  of  this  battle,  and  his  general 
Agreement  with  what  bad  fallen  from  the 
Boble  earl,  he  mentioned  some  degree  of 
Mrprise  that  no  similar  notice  had  been 
^eo  of  the  great  merits  of  lord  Welling- 
kn,  in  the  battle  of  Fuentes  de  Honor ; 
^  action,  which  his  lordship  conceived, 
fclly  entitled  him  to  a  vote  of  thanks  from 
^  Hoase,  which  was  distinguished  by  a 
*«t  masterly  manoeuvre,  and  which  tha 
^ksof  the  House  recently  voted  to  his 
Mabip  waa  no  reason,  ia  bis  miad^  for 
peveatiQg. 


The  Earl  of  lAocrpool  explained,  thai 
the  thanks  had  been  given  to  lord  Wei* 
lington  for  the  general  system  of  the  cam* 
paign.  There  would  be  no  doubt  of  the 
disposition  of  government  to  thank  lord 
Wellington  for  his  achievements;  of 
which  he  was  certain,  that  noble  com* 
mander  was  perfectly  acquainted.  No 
thanks  voted  to  Genera]  Beresford  could 
interfere  with  the  honour  so  justly  doe  to 
lord  Wellington. 

The  Earl  of  ilfonrn  expressed  his  sincera 
and  hearty  concurrence  in  the  testimony 
to  the  valour,  skill,  and  perseverance  dis- 
played by  general  sir  W.  Beresford  and 
his  army.  Their  thanks  he  should  have 
considered  most  worthily  earned,  had  the 
battle  been  merely  a  grand  assertion  of 
the  valour  and  dignity  4>f  the  British  namo 
and  character.  On  the  general  subject  of 
the  thanks  of  Parliament,  of  which  he 
thought  the  value  could  not  be  kept  up  too 
high,  beobserved,  that  it  had  of  late  come 
too  much  into  practice  to  exercise  too 
great  a  latitude.  There  was  a  danger  in 
this,  because  ministers  might  make  use  of 
them  to  gain  parliamentary  approbation 
of  expeditions  of  their  own,  which  were 
rash  and  improvident,  though  the  officers 
employed  displayed  all  those  merits, 
which,  as  far  as  they  were  concerned, 
desf  rved  a  grateful  return.  In  the  present 
instance,  however,  there  were  no  i^rounds 
of  this  nature  on  which  suspicion  could 
rest.  It  was  anoi  her  victory,  which  shewed 
to  the  world  that  the  gallaat  officers  and 
soldiers  of  our  army  were  the  worthy  com* 
rsdes  of  those  who,  on  every  sea,  had  pro- 
claimed our  naval  glories.  He  was  l^ppy 
to  see  that  cordiality  as  well  as  steady 
bravery,  in  the  Spaniards;  which  cordia* 
iity,  from  some  causes  or  other,  bad,  un* 
fortunately,  not  been-  displayed  on  any 
former  occasion.  He  trusted  it  would 
lead  to  farther  proofs  of  its  efficacy ;  and 
that  the  excellent  opportunities  it  must 
a£R>rd  would  not  be  lost,  now  that  the  war 
was,  in  fact,  beginning  daily  to  assume  a 
more  important  appearance.  It  was  with 
regret  he  alluded  to  our  not  having  taken 
more  effectual  steps  at  an  earlier  period,  to 
conciliate  the  Spanish  mind,  and  to  infuse 
into  it  a  greater  degree  of  confidence  in  us* 

Lord  Mulgrnve  agreed  with  the  noble 
earl  who  spoke  last,  that  great  and  extrae- 
ordinary  services,  when  frequently  re* 
peated,  became  less  striking.  There  waa 
nothing  however  in  the  present  proceeding 
that  could  possibly  have  aoch  an  efilict,  as 
that  alluded  to  with  respect  to  lord  W«l^ 
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lington  :  and  it  was  unnecessary  for  him 
to  say  that  he  most  cordially  supported  the 
motion  of  his  noble  firiend. 

The  Ear!  of  Aon/^said,  after  what  had 
been  so  ably  stated,  he  could  have  but 
little  to  add.  In  all  that  was  said  in  the 
way  of  unqualified  praise,  he  most  cordi- 
ally concurred.  But  there  was  one  point, 
more  especially,  upon  which  the  illustrious 
officer  in  question  deserved  the  applause 
of  the  country.  He  alluded  to  the  high 
degree  of  improvement  in  discipline  to 
which  tlie  Portuguese  troops  had  arrived 
under  his  auspices.  Of  this  part  of  the 
subject  he  bad  .some  knowledge,  from  his 
own  personal  experience.  lie  was  aware 
of  thedifiicuhies  he  had  to  enronnter,and 
he  knew  better  than  some  of  their  lord- 
ships the  state  in  which  general  Beresford 
must  have  found  the  troops  of  that  country. 
It  was  impossible  he  could  adequately  ex- 
press his  sense  of  that  officer's  merits  on 
this  head,  or  what  the  country  owed  to  him 
for  such  an  essential  service.  He  hailed 
this  striking  improvement  in  the  discipline 
and  conduct  of  the  Portuguese  troops  as  a 
most  auspicious  omen  for  the  Peninsula  at 
large,  and  for  the  common  cause.  He  felt 
it  must  operate  as  a  most  beneficial  ex- 
ample to  the  Spaniards.  ^He  could  not 
•peak  in  terms  of  sufficient  praise  of  the 
grtieral  conduct  of  the  action  at  Albuera^ 
either  with  respect  to  the  skill,  gallantry 
or  spirit,  displayed  by  every  individual 
engaged  on  the  occasion.  He  was  bold  to 
tay  that,  in  these  respects,  it  was  never 
transcended. 

The  Earl  of  Hanwoby  could  not  avoid 
laying  a  few  words  respecting  a  point 
which  more  than  once  had  been  alluded 
to  that  evening.  He  was  confident  the 
liberal  and  enlightened  min4  of  lord  Wel- 
lington felt  superior  to  ^  every  considera- 
tion of  the  kind.  His  renown  was  too  well 
established,  not  only  in  this  country,  but 
throughout  the  world,  tosotFer  him  to  bar* 
bour  such  a  sentiment ;  but  if  any  thing 
could  add  to  bis  satisfaction,  it  would  be 
to  reflect  that  his  great  example  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  commander  so  near  lo  him-** 
Ihat  he  bad  infused  into  British  generals 
the  noble  spirit  of  emulation.  He  acqui- 
esced, of  course,  ia  all  that  bad  been  said 
in  applause  of  the  glorious  action  un^er 
their  consideration. 

The  Earl  of  itoif/ynexplained,  and  highly 
panegyrised  the  military  character  of  lord 
WelliogtoDf  to  whom,  in  some  degree,  the 
success  ID  question  was  to  be  attributed,  in 
-tonse^oeiiot  of  bit  admirable  and.  Tory 


judicious  arrangements  for  the  condoct  of 
the  whole  campaign.  Indeed,  he  tboogbt 
it  impossible  for  any  man  of  common  sense 
to  say  that  the  vote  of  thanks  to  general 
Beresford  could  not  be  considered  also  as 
conveying  a  high  compliment  to  the  cha* 
racter  of  lord  Wellington. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the 
first  motion,  for  the  Thanks  of- the  House  to 
Lieutenant  General  sir  William  Carr 
Beresford,  K.  B.  &c.  which  was  instantly 
voted  nem.  du$. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  then  moved  the 
Thanks  of  the  House  in  the  usual  form,  to 
generals  Cole,  Stewart,  and  the  other  prin* 
cipal  officers  of  the  army  under  the  com* 
mand  of  Marshal  Beresford  ;  which  were 
voted  in  the  usual  manner.  Also  to  the 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 
serving  in  the  ditierent  corps,  and  that  the 
Lord  Chancellor  be  desired  to  commoot* 
cate  the  said  Thanks  in  the  customary 
manner  to  Marshal  Beretford.  His  lord'- 
ship  also  moved.  That  this  House  do 
highly  approve  of  and  acknowledge  the 
meritorious  conduct,  the  skill  and  vakrar 
displayed  by  the  Spanish  army  under  the 
command  of  general  Blake,  on  the  16th 
of  May  last,  in  the  glorious  battle  at  Al- 
buera. 

Lord  Holland  expressed  his  wish  to  be 
informed  by  the  noble  earl  what  prece- 
dents existed  of  a  proceeding  of  the  kind, 
especially  with  respect  to  the  mode  of 
conveying  the  sense  of  parliament  to  those 
officers  or  our  allies  who  were  the  objects 
of  the  vote  ?  As  the  matter  stood  at  pre- 
sent, it  must  be  through  the  medium  of 
the  British  commander.  He  seemed  to 
think,  by  ^  means  of  an  Address  to  the 
crown,  or  to  the  person  exercising  the 
royal  authority,  that  the  sense  entertained 
by  parliament  of  the  services  of  our  allies 
might  be  conveyed  :  he  bad  not  read  the 
precedents  with  respect  to  similar  cases ; 
be  had  the  highest  respect  for  the  honour 
conferred  by  such  a  vote  of  the  legisla- 
ture, but  thought  the  channel  or  mode  of 
conveying  the  expressions  of  such  sense 
should  be  in  the  manner  likely  to  prove 
the  most  agreeable  and  respectful  to  those 
who  were  the  objects  of  it. 

The  Earl  of  Lherpool  observed,  that  the 
noble  baron  could  not  be  more  solicitors 
upon  that  point  than  he  was  himself;  bet 
precedents  existed  of  proceedings  of  the 
kind,  particularly  in  the  seven  years'  war, 
in  the  case  of  the  thanks  voted  to  prince 
Ferdinand.  He  adverted  to  the  fireqaent 
Gonmanication  between  the  commander 
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in  cliief  and  the  goyemment  of  thai  co^un- 
try^  and  said  that  care  should  be  taken  so 
to  explain  the  matter  to  our  illustrious  al- 
liet»  as-  would  obviate  every  objection  on 
that  score. 

Lord  JfW/omit  expressed  himself  satisfied 
with  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  se- 
cretary of  state. — The  question  was  then 
pat>  and  the  motion  agreed  lo,  uem.  diss. 


BOUSE   OP    COMMONS. 

Friday,  June  7. 

Parish  Apprentices.]  Mr.  Wilbrakam 
BootU,  pursuant  to  notice^  moved.  That  a 
Committee  be  appointed  to  examine  and 
itate  the  Account  of  Parish  Apprentices 
bound  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  and 
report  the  same  to  the  House. 

6ir  Samuel  Rowdily  expressed  his  regret, 
that  a  Bill,  on  this  subject  had  not  been 
prepared  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  sea- 
•ion,  and  commented  wiih  much  feeling 
on  the  deplorable  state  of  many  of  those 
orphans,  and  the  abuses,  which  prevailed 
from  the  maladministration  of  the  exiit* 
ing  laws.  There  was  no  subject  which 
had  a  more  powerful  claim  on  the  inter- 
ference of  the  House,  nor  any  in  which 
that  interference  was  -Hkely  lo  be  pro- 
ductive of  more  good.  There  were  several 
•buses  which  it ,  was  in  his  power  to  euu- 
merate,  but  he  should  confine  himself  to  a 
few  of  the  most  promiuent  ones.  It  was 
the  practice  of  some  of  the  parishes  to 
bind  a  great  number  of  apprentices  at  the 
distance  of  2  or  3()0  miles  from  town, 
where  they  were  deprived  of  all  hope  of 
ever  seeing  their  parents  again,  or  if  they 
atteo^)ted  it,  were  in  danger  of  being 
taken  up  as  vagrants  in  some  of  the  pa- 
rishes through  which  they  might  travel. 
This  was  to  be  lamented,  for  every  thing 
good  in  human  character  arose  from  the 
cultivation  of  that  natural  aflection  which 
subsisted  between  parents  and  children, 
and  other  amicable  feelings  of  this  kind. 
The  consequences  resulting  from  binding 
such  a  number  of  apprentices  to  one  per- 
son, were  very  bad.  He  knew  a  recent  in- 
stance of  a  man  in  Manchester,  who  had 
become  a  bankrupt,  and  no  less  than  200 
parish  apprentices  bound  to  him,  were,  on 
bis  failure,  marched  off  in  a  body  to  the 
workhouse  ?  He  was  sorry  to  learn  that 
there  were  so  many  objections  urged 
against  the  Bill  in  contemplation,  and  he 
hoped  the  subject  would  be  fully  and 
maturely  discussed.  Among  other  evils 
Attendant  on  the  present  disposal  of  parish 


apprentiees,  the  .crime  of  murder  com- 
mitted by  the  masters  was  not  unfreqnent, 
and  he  was  in  poss^ion  of  some  in- 
stances, which  would  fill  the  House  with 
horror.  In  1787,  an  uufortunate  girl  had 
been  murdered  by  her  m<»stcr,  by  in- 
closing her  in  a  heated  oven :  and  several 
others,  which  he  felt  surprised  liad  never 
produced  the  legislative  interference  of 
the  House.  Those  poor  children  looked 
to  the  House  for  that  protection  which 
they  could  not  meet  elsewhere,  and 
though  it  was  too  late  in  the  present  ses- 
sion for  the  Committee  to  effect  any  thing, 
he  trusted  the  subject  would  be  iully  in- 
vestigated. 

Sir  J,  C  HippisUy  heartily  concurred 
with  his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  in  the 
necessity  which  existed  for  the  inter- 
ference of  the  House,  and  knew  of  several 
instances  similar  to  those  which  he  men- 
tioned. 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  that  this  subject  had 
engaged  much  of  his  attention  some  years 
ago,  and  he  had  introduced  some  mea- 
sures into  the  House  relative  to  it.  Tba 
abuses  complained  of  were  not  confined  to 
large  establishments,  as  stated  bj'  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman,  where,  on  the  con- 
trary, it  was  the  interest  of  the  masters  to 
derive  benefit  from  the  labour  of  the  ap- 
prentices, ralher  than  to  destroy  them,  as 
they  received  them  without  a  premium. 
Nor  could  he  agree  with  him  in  what  ha 
stated  about  the  evil  of  the  apprentices 
being  torn  from  their  parents,  for  in  fact, 
they  had  no  parents  who  owned  them, 
but  they  were  thrown  on  the  parish.  If 
the  number  of  apprentices  in  the  large 
manufactories  was  limited,  it  would  be 
productive  of  considerable  injury  to  in- 
dividuals, and  the  country  at  large. 

Mr.  Wortity  stated,  that  if  cotton  manu- 
facturers were  prevented  from  taking  a 
number  of  tlioiie  apprentices,  the  price  of 
labour  would  be  raised,  and  great  iuconve* 
nience  experienced. 

Mr.  Dauies  Giddy  said,  that  he  did  not 
differ  much  in  the  main  question  from  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend,  but  thought,  that 
a  system  of  too  minute  legislation  had 
gone  abroad  lately*  an^  denied  that  a  few 
instances  summed  up,  and  dwelt  upon, 
were  sufficient  to  prove  that  the  abuses 
complained  of  were  so « great  as  repre* 
sented  ;  for  his  part, '  in  his  experience  as 
a  magistrate,  he  knew  more  instances  of 
the  bad  conduct  of  apprentices  than  of 
masters,  who  were  urged  on  by  their  pro- 
fligate relatives^  whom  his  hon.  and  learn^ 
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friend  wished  they  should  see  more  fre- 
qaently. 

Mr.  M.-A.  Taylor  contended  for  the 
necessity  of  some  regulation  to  ameliorate 
their  condition.  In  hit  own  experience, 
as  a  magistrate,  he  bad  known  many  in- 
stances of  the  inconveniences  they  sufiered 
under  the  existing  regulations. 

Mr.  Wilbraham  Booite  said,  that  as  he 
had  been  given  to  understand  that  extra- 
ordinary opposition  would  be  given  to  the 
Bill  he  proposed  to  br'mg  in,  by  the  dif- 
ferent Vestries,  he  had  thought  it  better  to 
mo?e  for  a  Committee,  and  defer  the  Bill 
till  next  session,  instead  of  bringing  it 
forward  now,  when  it  might  be  thrown  out, 
and  a  second'  one  would  come  with  a  bad 
grace  afier  the  rejection  of  the  first. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

Vote  op  Thanks — Battle  op  Albueka.] 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  observed, 
that,  according  to  the  course  of  proceeding 
adopted  by  the  House  in  the  present 
session,  orders  of  the  day  were  to  have 
precedence  of  motions  On  this  day ;  still 
however,  he  felt  a  conviction,  that  the 
motion  which  -he  had  to  make,  a  motion 
recognising  the  merits  of  the  general,  the 
officers  and  the  gallant  army  engaged  in 
the  glorious  battle  of  Albuera,  would  be 
allowed  by  the  House  to  take  precedence 
.of  any  other  business.  (Hear,  hear.)  He 
collected  from  this  cheer  an  admission  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  and  should  there- 
fore proceed.  Now  again  he  felt  himself 
placed  in  the  situation,  in  which  he  had 
imposed  upon  him .  the  agreeable  duty, 
which  several  times  during  the  present 
session  he  had  had  to  perform,  of  presenting 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House  the 
eminent  services  of  the  British  and  allied 
armies — services  which  had  been  m>  fre- 
f]uently  crowned  with  the  most  signal  and 
brilliant  success.  He  had  again  to  bring 
under  the  notice,  and  recommend  to  the 
attention  and  approbation  of  thai  House, 
the  meritorious  conduct  of  the  officers  and 
men  of  that  army,  who  had  s«f  nobly  dis- 
tinguished themselves  in  the  glorious 
cause  in  which  tbey  were  engaged— the 
defence  of  the  oppressed  people  of  the 
Peninsula  agaihJtthd  most  grinding  system 
of  tyraimy  and  oppression  to  which  any 
nation  had  ever  been  exposed.  He  had 
oo  this  happy  occasion  to  enrol  upon  the 
illustrious  list  of  those  heroes  who  had 
signalized  their  valour  and  skill  in  their 
country's  service,  the  names  of  general 
Beresfordj  >\ho  so  ably  commanded  the 


allied  army  at  Albuera,  and  of  the  other 
officers,  whose  eminent  merits  contributed 
to  the  brilliant  victory  obtained  in  that 
part  of  the  Peninsula.  To  himself  it  wmf 
grateful,  as  he  was  convinced  it  would  be 
satisfactory  to  every  gentleman  who  heard 
him,  and  to  the  country,  that,  although 
they  might  feel  a  pride  in  contemplating 
the  accumulated  glories  and  honoura  ac« 
quired  by  particular  generals^  yet  the 
country  could  reflect  with  exultation  that 
it  was  not  to  one  or  two  generals  they 
could  look  with  confidence  for  signal 
talciits  and  heroic  achievements  in  the 
field,  but  that  the  country  had  ^numerous 
generals  competent  to  meet  any  general 
of  France,  with  an  army  nearly  tqual  in 
numbers,  not  only  with  glory  to  them*^ 
selves,  but  with  defeat  to  their  enemies. 
It  was  remarkable,  that,  in  the  short 
period  of  the  present\session,  this  was  the 
third  time  it  had  become  his  duty  to  bring 
the  eminent  services  of  the  army  under 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  as  intro* 
ductory  of  a  vote  of  its  thanks — the 
highest  honour  it  could  bestow.  And 
here,  he  trusted,  that  the  House  would 
do  his  Majesty's  ministers  the  justice 
to  allow,  that  they  had  not  studiously 
taken  advantage  of  gallant  exploits  of 
equivocal  character  or  interior  import* 
anco,  to  call  upon  the-House  fur  its  thanks, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  indirect 
attestation  of  their  own  merits  and  exer* 
tions  in  providing  the  means  of  accom- 
plishing such  successes.  The  House  woold, 
therefore,  (ie  was  fully  persuaded,  give 
them  credit  for  not  having  multiplied 
their  applications  to  parliament  for  the 
high  honour  of  their  thanks  to  reward 
eminent  military  services,  with  any  such 
paltry  view.  No,  it  was  a  duty  imposed 
upon  them  by  the  blessing  of  Provi- 
dence, which  enabled  his  Majesty's 
forces  to  achieve  in  the  short  period 
which  had  elapsed  of  the  preseint  cam- 
paign, more  signal  and  glorious  suc- 
cesses than  had  been  heretofore  oh* 
tained  in  almost  any  space  of  a  tedious 
and  protracted  war.  Sure  he  was,  that 
upon  this  point  the  House  would  be  more 
disposed  to  censure  the  conduct  of  minis- 
ters for  having  been  too  sparing  in  their 
applications — for  having  withheld  the 
thanks  of  that  Hoo^e  from  meritorious  ser- 
vices-J^thau  to  complain  of  their  having 
multiplied  the  instances  in  which  tbev 
called  upon  the  House  to  record  their  high 
approbation  of  the  gallantry  and  good 
conduct  of  their  brave  officers  and  troops. 
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He  need  not  here  ftllnde  to  tte  capture  of 
the  tslaod  of  Banda  io  a  roost  romaiitic 
and  chivalrous  stile  by  a  small  bat  heroic 
band — an  enterprise  entitled  to  rank  for 
decision  and  intrepidity  with  any  to  be 
found  in  the  annals  of  miltury  achieve* 
nients.     Neither  need  he  point  out  the 
masterly  and  grallant  manner  in  which 
the  conquest  of  the  iciands  of  Bourbon 
and   Mauritius  had  been  accomplished  ; 
an  object  of   so   much  importance,  not 
only  from  the  annoyance  which  they  ena- 
bled the  enemy  tu  give  to  British  com* 
merce,  but  from  tb«*  anxiety  which  every 
minister  of  this  couuTy  had  manifested  to 
obtain  possession  of  them.      The  House 
would   acquit  ministers  of  any  anxiety  to 
drag  before  their  view  services,  however 
important,  which  might  admit  uf  doubt  as 
to  their  claim  to  the  thanks  of  l^rliament. 
The  occasions  to  which  he  had  alluded 
particularly,  as  having  submitted  for  the 
approbation  of  that  House,  were  the  gal* 
lent  exploits  performed  in  the  peninsula  ; 
from  the  glorious  victory  of  Bosa90,  ob* 
tained  by  lord  Wellington  in  his  retreat 
to  his  lines,  to  what  surpassed   all — ^the 
important  victory  at  Almeida.     Under  all 
the  circumstanced  of  the  case,  it  would  be 
admitted   that  they  had  rather  abstained 
from  overloading  the  Journals  with  Votes 
of  llianks,  than  unnecessarily  squandered 
that  proud  distinction ;  and  if  any  gen- 
tleman were  to  criticise  their  conduct,  his 
animadversion  would  be  directed  to  their 
forbearance,  at  a  period  when  scarce  a 
day  passed  without  an  expectation  of  some 
victory ;  which  expectation  was  uniformly 
realised  by  the  naxt  accounts.     In  short, 
such  a  Ude  and  Hood  of  victory  flowed  in 
our  favour,  that  of  our  army  it  miffht  be 
said,  as  of  an  army  of  old,  "  Hosiis  nihil 
aliod  est  nisi  perpetoa  glorisB  materia  ves- 
trae.''    The  enem}*,  by  the  incessant  vic- 
tories gained  over  them,  seemed  to  serve 
only  as  a  fond  to  supply  materials  for  the 
accumulating  glories  of  the  British  army. 
He  had  only  to  refer  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  former  votes  had  been  received, 
to  shew  that  bus  had  not  been  lavish  in 
bringing  these  votes  forward. 

Having  suted  thus  much  as  to  the  ctr* 
cumstances  in  which  he  brought  forward 
the  motion  of  that  night,  be  should  pro- 
ceed next  to  state  the  circumstances  «)f 
the  action  to  which  his  motion  applied. 
It  appeared  by  the  dispatches,  that  gene- 
ral Beresford  was  engaged  in  the  siege, 
when  be  received  intelligence  that  mar- 
shal Soult,  having  collected  from  the  corps 


of  Victor,  Sebastiani,  and  from  the  interior 
of  Spain,  all  the  force  which  he  could  aa<» 
aemble,  bad  broken  np  on  the  10th  of 
May  from  Seville,  to  march  to  the  relief 
of  Badajoz.  Upon  receipt  of  this  inteiti* 
gence,  it  appeared  that  he  considered  how 
he  should  meet  the  attack ;  whether  he 
should  raise  the  siege  of  Badajoz  and 
await  the  attack  of  Soult,  or  provide  for 
both-objects.  He  determined  to  prepare 
for  the  attack,  lest  l\y  endeavouring  to  at- 
tend also  to  the  siege,  he  might  risk  the 
loss  of  both  objects.  He  then  took  up  a 
positioii  on  the  river  Albuera,  where  be 
"was  joined  in  the  evening  preceding  the 
action  by  the  allied  force  under  generals 
Blake  and  Castanoa,  in  porsuance  of  a 
previous  arrangement  with  those  officers ; 
and  it  was  not  till  the  morning  of  the  day 
on  which  the  battle  was  fought,  that  he 
was  joined  by  the  corps  under  general 
Cole,  which  had  been  leli  to  cover  the 
conveyance  of  the  heavy  ordnance  and 
stores  from  before  Badajoz,  to  Elvas.-^ 
The  right  hon.  gent,  then  proceeded  to 
detail  from  the  oflictal  dispatches,  the 
order  of  battle— the  Spaniards  on  the  hill 
on  the  right,  general  Stuart's  division  on 
the  left  of  them,  and  general  Hamilthn'a 
on  the  left  of  general  Stuart's.  The  ene« 
my  made  a  demonstration  on  the  left,  and 
taking  advantage  of  the  weather,  which 
masked  his  operations,  directed  the  main 
body  of  his  force  and  all  his  attention  to 
an  attack  upon  the  position  occupied 
by  the  Spaniards  on  the  right.  The 
Spanish  troops  resisted  this  concentrated 
attack  with  intrepidity  and  courage,  but 
were  at  length  obliged  to  give  way  to  so«t 
perior  forces,  and  were  driven  from  the 
hill.  To  the  immortal  honour,  however, 
of  these  gallant  troops,  they  rallied  at  the 
bottom  of  the  hill,  turned  upon  the  ene- 
my, and  kept  them  in  check  by  their  fire, 
till  the  brigade  of  lieut.  col.  Cot  bourne 
came  to  their  support.  The  brigade  of 
general  Cole  was  stationed  in  the  rear 
of  the  Spaniards.  The  brigade  of  co- 
lonel Colbourne,  not  being  hb\e  to  dis- 
lodge the  enemy  from  their  position  by 
their  fire,  proceeded  to  charge  them  with 
the  bayonet ;  and  it  was  in  this  charge 
that  that  brigade,  consisting  of  three  re- 
giments, suffered  so  severely  from  an  un* 
expected  charge  by  a  division  of  Polish 
cavalry.  A  small  regiment,  the  31st, 
kept  this  cavalry  in  check,  till  the  bri- 
gade of  geneml  Hoghton  came  op; 
when  that  brave  and  distinguished  officer 
fell,  cheering  his  men  to  the  charge.-^ 
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Whilst  stating  this  circomstance,  he  trust- 
ed tb9  House  would  agree  with  him  as'to 
the  propriety  of  marking  their  admiration 
of  the  glorious  circumstances  of  his  death, 
by  erecting  a  monument  to  the  hero  at 
the  public  ezpence ;  at  once  a  testimony 
to  piosterity  of  their  gratitude  and  his 
glory.  (Hear«  hear!)  In  the  course  of 
this  contest  it  would  be  observed  that 
every  man  did  his  duty.  But  it  was 
against  the  right  that  the  principal  efibrts 
of  the  enemy  were  directed.  In  this  point, 
the  brigade  of  general  Cole,  and  particu- 
larly the  fusileersy  took  the  French  on 
their  left  flank,  and  making  a  combined 
charge  with  the  other  troops,  drove  them 
from  the  eminence  which  commanded  the 
British  line,  and  which  was  the  great  ob- 
ject of  their  efiurts  to  acquire,  and  of  their 
ambition  to  retain.  It  was  upon  being 
driven  from  this  hill  that  the  French  were 
broken,  and  forced  with  great  slaughter 
down  the  hill.  Never  bad  there  fallen  in 
so  small  a  space  so  many  victims  to  the 
fury  of  war  as  on  the  acclivity  of  this  hill, 
after  the  enemy  had  been  driven  from  the 
summit  to  the  bottom. 

When  he  stated  that  the  whole  of  the 
battle  took  place  on  the  right,  he  did  not 
mean  to  be  understood  that  no  efforts  had 
been  made  in  any  other  part  of  the  line. 
The  enemy  had  directed  serious  attacks  in 
other  quarters,  and  if  no  other  action  had 
been  fought  but  what  had  taken  place  at 
the  bridge  of  Albuera,  that  alone  would  be 
enough  to  immortalise  the  glory  of  that 
day.  Such  had  been  the  circumstances 
of  this  glorious  battle ;  the  consequences 
of  which  were — the  flight  of  the  enemy 
from  the  scene  of  action — the  abandon- 
ment of  their  wounded  :  and  the  siiuation 
of  the  miserable  remnant  of  'the  French 
army  might  be  estimated  from  the  inter- 
cepted letter  of  general  Gazan  to  Marshal 
Soult,  which  represented  the  force  under 
him  of  woundea  to  amount  to  4,000  men. 
But  the  usual  consequences  of  this  glorious 
victory  would  prove  most  highly  beneficial 
to  the  cause  in  which  we  were  engaged. 
When  they  considered  the  effect  that 
most  necessarily  be  produced  by  the  sig- 
aal  disappointment  of  all  the  boasts  of  the 
enemy,  by  the  frustrating  of  all  their 
proud  pretensions  and  anticipated  triumphs, 
li  wu  impossible  to  dcicribe  that  effect  in 
stronger  terni^s  than  in  the  language  of  ge- 
neral Beresford,  who  alluded  to  the  impres- 
sion that  would  be  made  by  the  return  of 
Marshal  Soult,  after  all  bis  boasts,  to  Seville 
with  a  broken  army,  and  what  was  worse. 


a  diminished  reputation.  But  in  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  action  there  were  some 
particulars  which  mi^ht  afibrd  the  enenay 
a  pretext  to  claim  a  viciory.  In  the  charge 
wtiich  the  brigade  of  colonel  Colbonrne 
had  sustained  from -the  Polish  cavalry,  tbe 
three  regiments  of  which  it  was  composed 
undoubtedly  lost  their  colours,  'i'he  co- 
lours of  one  of  them  were  afterwards  reco- 
vered, one  standard  re-taken  from  the 
enemy,  and  the  other  preserved  for  hie 
corps  in  an  exemplary  manner  by  the  gal-' 
lant  officer  who  had  the  charge  of  it.  The 
colours  of  the  two  other  n^giments  undoubt* 
edlv  were  in  the- possession  of  the  enemy» 
and  would  in  all  probability  be  made  the 
ground  of  a  claim  of  triumph.  Whilst  iipoa 
this  topic,  he  trusted  the  House  would  ex- 
cuse him  for  adverting  to  tbe  very  gallant 
and  heroic  conduct  of  the  two  officers  who 
bore  tbe*  colours  of  tbe  Bufis,  which  had 
been  preserved.  One  of  them  was  sur- 
rounded by  the  enemy,  and  when  asked 
to  give  up  his  colours,  answered,  **  Not, 
but  with  my  life !''  and  his  life  was  the  in- 
stant forfeit  of  his  refusal,  (a  call  of  Name  I 
name !)  The  name  of  this  heroic  individual 
was  ensign,  Thomas.  Tbe  standard  thus 
taken  was  afterwards  recovered  from  the 
enemy.  The  manner  in  which  the  other 
standard  was  preserved,  was  marked  hy 
circumstances  equally  meritorious  and  ho* 
nourable  to  tbe  individual  who  preserved 
it,  and  equally  entitled  to  the  applause  and 
admiration  of  his  country.  Ensign  Walsh 
was  the  officer  he  alluded  to.  This  gal- 
lant individual,  having  the  staff  of  the  co- 
lours broken  by  a  cannon  ball,  which  also 
severely  wounded  himself,  fell  upon  the 
field  of  battle,  and  more  anxious  about  his 
precious pharge  than  for  himself,  contrived 
to  separate  the  flag  from  the  renmant  of 
the  staffs  (Mid  secured  it  in  his  bosom,  from 
which  he  afterwards  produced  it  when 
his  wounds  were  dressed  after  the  battle. 
(Hear !  hear.)  He  was  rejoiced  to  name 
these  heroic  individuals,  and  to  give  alt 
the  splendour  to  their  reputation,  which 
the  mention  of  their  deeds  in  that  House 
was  calculated  to  confen-^He  knew  not 
whether  it  might  be  permitted  him  here 
to  mention  also  the  case  of  General  Beres- 
ford himself.  After  the  charge  of  the 
Polish  cavalrVi  which  had  proved  so  dis- 
astrous to  tbe  brigade  of  colonel  Colbonrney 
one  horseman,  separated  from  his  corps, 
and  unsupported  b v  any  others,  approach- 
ed so  near  Marshal  Beresford,  either  from 
the  eflbcts  of  intoxication  or  the  phrensy 
of  military  enthusiasnif  as  to  aim  a  blow  ai 
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bin  life.  The  general,  anxious  only  to 
preserve  the  life  of  the  man,  evaded  hts 
blow  by  his  dexterity,  and,  availing  himself 
of  bis  saperior  strength,  pulled  him  to  the 
ground ;  but  no  sooner  was  be  perceived 
alill  meditating  a  blow  at  the  general, 
than  he  was  instantly  dispatched  by  one 
of  his  orderlies.  He  mentioned  this  only 
to  shew  that  this  unforeseen  accident 
might  have  deprived  the  country  of  the 
services  of  this  gallant  officer. 

He  begged  the  House  now  to  allow  him 
to  allude  to  the  moral  consequences  which 
must  result  from  this  victory — such  a  vic- 
tory occurring  at  such  a  time  and  under 
such  circumstances.  When  *they  consi- 
dered the  attempt  of  Massena  to  relieve 
Almeida,  and  the  almost  contemporaneous 
eifbrt  of  Soult  to  relieve  Badajoz,  they 
could  not  consider  both  in  any  other  light 
than  as  a  desperate  attempt,  undertaken 
in  pursuance  of  orders  from  their  goven- 
ment,  to  retrieve  the  character  and  the 
honour  of  the  French  arms  in  the  Penin- 
sula. He  had  also  to  acquaint  the  House, 
that  it  was  now  well  ascertained,  that 
Marshal  Soult,  on  leaving  Seville,  in  the 
confidence  of  anticipated  victory,  pub* 
lished  one  of  those  boasting  proclamations 
for  which  the  French  generals  were  so  re- 
markable ;  and  that  he  had  frequently  on 
his  march  addressed  his  troops  upon  the 
certainty  of  iheir  success.  The  utter  dis- 
appointment of  all  theve  confident  expec- 
tations of  victory  must  raise  the  hopes  and 
increase  the  confidence  of  the  Allies,  at 
the  same  time  that  it  mu<«t  lower  the  tone 
and  the  pretensions  of  the  enemy.  He 
could  not  but  consider  it  as  opening  new 
and  flattering  prospects  to  us  in  the  Pe- 
ninsula.— He  was  aware  that  some  gentle- 
men were  of  opinion,  that  there  was  no* 
limit  to  the  means  of  the  French  emperor, 
and  that  he  could  have  nodiificulty  in  send- 
ing three  or  four  hundred  thousand  men  into 
the  Peninsula.  For  himself,  he  should  say, 
that  he  did  not  think  it  so  easy  for  him  to 
send  any  large  force  thither ;  particularly 
when  there  was  a  prospect  that  he  might 
have  employment  for  so  many  of  bis  forces 
elsewhere.  But  even  if  he  liiould  be  able 
to  place  his  force  in  the  Peninsula  on  the 
same  footing  as  before,  he  would  find  the 
allies  better  prepared  to  meet  him :  he 
would  find  from  the  glorious  example  set 
b^  the  Spanish  troops  at  Alboera,  lar 
diflerent  enemies  to  contend  with.  When 
he  looked  to  the  grevioos  disappointment 
of  the  hopes  of  the  enemy,  be  could  not 
^jpk  he  entertained  any  exaggerated  con- 


fidence in  the  operations  of  war:  their 
iwue  WiiS  in  other  hands.  Whether  the 
pleasini;  hopes  he  entertained  were  well 
founded,  under  all  the  circumstances,  he 
should  leave  to  the  public  to  decide ;  but 
whatever  might  be  the  foundation  of  hii 
expectations,  he  prayed  that  God,  ia 
whose  disposal  the  issue  of  all  contests  was 
placed,  would  grant  that  they  should  be 
realised.  He  would  now  conclude  witb 
mo^ng,  "  That  the  Thanks  of  this  House 
be  given  to  lieutenant-general  sir  William 
Carr  Beresford,  knight  of  the  most  honour* 
able  order  of  the  Bath,  for  the  distinguish- 
ed ability  displaced  by  him  on  the  I6th  of 
May  last,  iu  the  glorious  Battle  at  Al« 
buera,  which  terminated  in  the  signal  df  • 
feat  of  the  enemy's  forces." 

Lord  CoitUreagh  rose  to  second  the  mo- 
tion. He  expressed  his  conviction,  that 
every  man  would  rejoice,  after  the  labo- 
rious etiorts  which  general  Beresford  had 
bestowed  on  the  creation  and  disciplining 
of  the  army,  to  find  that  he  was  rewarded 
by  an  opportunity  of  proving  his  valour 
in  the  field*  With  respect  to  the  actioii 
itself,  it  was  only  necessary  to  follow  the 
detail  of  the  gallant  ofiicer,  to  adriiire  it ; 
but  there  was  a  difiicult  military  question 
to  be  decided  before  the  battle,  for  which 
he  was  entitled  to  the  greatest  merit. 
Lord  Wellington  was  enabled  to  shew  % 
force  both  at  Badajoz  and  Ahneida  to  the* 
enemy,  and  it  was  for  general  Beresford  to 
decide  whether  he  would  %vait  for  the 
reinforcement  which  he  knew  to  be  com- 
ing, or  act  with  promptitude  upon  the  mo- 
ment, trusting  to  his  own  measures.  He 
took  the  manly  and  the  judicious  step. 
When  they  looked  to  tbe  battle  itself,  they 
would  perceive  that  the  chief  stress  waa 
on  the  right  wing ;  and  the  House  waa 
aware  in  what  a  narrow  space  the  conflict 
was  decided — no  less  than  7,000  indivi- 
duals lying  upon  the  ground.  The  extent 
of  that  struggle  might  perhaps  be  mea- 
sured by  the  numbers  which  u-tre  lost, 
numbers  only  equalled  by  ihose  at  the 
battle  of  Assay,  considering  those  engaged. 
But  if  they  wished  to  fi#rm  an  opinion 
upon  proper  grounds,  let  them  lock  to  the 
intercepted  letter  of  the  enemy ;  to  tbe 
circumstances  of  the  retreai,  to  the  fact  of 
the  British  army  beiii^  in  possession  of 
the  field,  and  general  Berctsford  being 
enabled  to  advance  a  corps  upon  the 
retreating  enemy.  He  complimented 
the  ability  by  which  the  siege  of  Badajos 
was  raised,  and  though  he  could  not  avoid 
regretting,  when  he  recollected  that  Bri- 
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tish  soldiers  bore  the  loss  of  such  a  num- 
ber, still,  ^f  war  must  be  carried  on, 
sacrifices  must  be  made,  and  losses  ex- 
pected ;  and  it  was  consolatory  to  re- 
flect, that  neybr  was  a  loss  sustained  under 
x:ircumstance8  more  honourable  to  the 
British  character.  The  way  to  decide  the 
advantage  of  this  battle,  was  to  weigh  it 
together  with  the  whole  campaign,  and 
he  would  say,  that  in  no  campaign  was 
the  sacrifice  of  human  life  so  small,  consr- 
dering  the  effects  produced  by  it.  Lord 
Wellington  had  proved  himself  to  be  as 
sparing  of  the  life  of  the  soldier  as  he  was 
careful  of  his  health ;  and,  checking  his 
propensity  to  seek  for  glory,  he  econo- 
mised the  existence  of  those  placed 
under  his  commnnd.  He  knew,  when 
he  wns  in  a  situation  to  be  better  in- 
formed upon  such  subjects,  that  the  pro- 
K onion  of  the  loss  of  the  two  armies 
ore  no  comparison.  He  was  sure  the 
House  would  feel  that  a  great  feature 
would  be  absent  from  the  present  contest, 
if,  after  the  expulsion  of  the  French  from 
Portugal,  a  trial  of  strength  had  not  been 
made  upon  both  frontiers.  He  considered 
the  two  contests  as  trials  of  strength,  under- 
taken by  the  enemy,  in  both  of  which  he 
was  unsuccessful. — In  adverting  to  the 
co-operation  of  the  Spaniards,  he  was 
happy  to  find  that  the  testimony  of  the 
gei\eral  represented  them  as  having  done 
heir  duty  in  that  day's  battle,  and  he  hoped 
the  example  would  lead  to  happy  results 
in  the  future.  Up  to  the  present  moment, 
France  had  made  but  little  impression 
upon  Spain ;  for  with  all  her  efforts,  she 
had  never  been  able  to  send  forth  a  single 
Spanish  regiment  to  assist  in  the  subjuga- 
tion of  the  country.  Whatever  defect?? 
might  exist  in  the  military  system,  and 
that  great  defects  did  exist  he  was  per- 
fectly conscious,  the  House  should  recol- 
lect that  Spain  wa?.  not  conquered,  that  she 
was  not  divided.  As  to  those  defects  in 
the  national  character  of  Spain,  which 
prevented  her  from  availing  herself  of  our 
more  eOicient  assistance  and  co-operation, 
from  putting  herself  in  that  condition 
i^rhich  would  enable  her  more  eflectoally 
Id  resist  oppression,  it  was  but  justice  to 
observe,  that  the  same  untractable  cha- 
racter that  made  her  to  unmanageable  in 
the  hands  of  her  friends,  made  her  more 
unmanageable  in  the  hands  of  her  enemies. 
No  nation  had  ever  proved  more  true  to 
benelf  than  Spain ;  but  if  she  allowed 
her  troops  to  be  disciplined  under  British 
officers  in  the  nme  manner  t|  tbt  troopa  of 


Portugal  were  disciplined  already,  her 
cause  would  be  much  advanced.  At  the 
same  time  it  was  to  be  remarked  that  she 
had  not  the  same  opportunity  that  was 
ofiered  to  Portugal.  We  had  never  aaid 
that  we  were  ready  to  pay  her  troopa,  as 
well  as  to  take  them  under  our  command; 
and  he  was  confident  it  contribnted 
greatly  to  the  success  of  Portugal,  that 
her  soldiers  were  now,  for  the  first  time, 
paid  weekly,  and  accounted  with  in  as  regu- 
lar a  manner  as  the  British  soldier.  He 
was  not  sure,  giving  all  the  merit  to  Portu- 
gal she  deserved,  that  the  national  cha- 
racter would  have  offered  the  satne  resis- 
tance to  France  as  that  of  Spain  had  done. 
But  he  did  not  wish  to  draw  any  invidioos 
comparisons — they  were  both  fighting  for 
their  liberties — they  had  both  displayed 
great  energies,  and  he  would  only  say^ 
as  had  been  already  said,  "  that  thb 
great  contest  must  be  seen  out,  and  that 
we  must  do  our  best  in  iL*'  No  one 
could  pronounce  upon  the  result,  bat 
thev  would  have  a  better  eye  to  posterity 
and  the  duty  which  they  owed  their  con- 
stituents by  doing  alt  they  could,  and 
leaving  the  rest  in  the  handsof  Providence. 
He  allowed  that  the  war  was  a  great  bur- 
den, but  he  knew  no  man  was  prepared  to 
say  that  he  saw  the  moment  when  it  ought 
to  be  abandoned.  He  was  sure  at  this 
moment,  that  nothing  remained  for  the 
country  to  do  but  to  follow  up  the  advan- 
tages it  had  so  happily  obtained. 

General  Tarkton  thought  that  the  cori- 
flict  at  Albuera  had  been  one  of  the  most 
severe  and  sanguinary  during  the  war;  and 
bore  testimony,  from  private  information 
he  had  received,  to  particular  instances  of 
gallantry  and  intrepidity  that  had  been 
therein  shown  by  our  troops.  Hecompli* 
mented  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
on  the  military  precision  with  which  he 
had  stated  the  details  of  the  battle.  He 
knew  no  occasion  on  which  the  British 
troops  had  -  shewn  greater  instances  of 
determined  courage. 

Sir  Henry  Momgomery  could  not  hope  to 
be  able  to  add  to  the  eloquent  statement  of 
the  right  hon.  gent,  and  the  noble  lord,  but 
still  could  not  forego  the  satisfaction  of 
offering  his  tribute  of  applause  to  the  gal- 
lant general  and  the  gallant  army  whose 
services  was  the  subject  now  under  consi- 
deration, nor  could  he  contemplate  without 
emotions  of  pride,  that  the  gallant  general, 
and  also  generals  Cole  and  Hamilton,  who 
bore  so  conspicuous  a  part  in  the  glory  of 
the  day,  were  his  coimtrymen«   He  hoped 
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'  ha  should  hear  no  more  in  this  House  ihai 
Ireland  was  a  burden  to  this  country.  The 
right  hoo.  gent*  had  on  a  former  occasion, 
as  well  as  the  present,  made  honourable 
mention  of  glorious  events  in  another 
quarter  of  the  world,  the  capture  of  Am- 
boyna,  and  Banda,  and  he  was  right,  for 
the  picture  of  more  gallant  exploits  was 
never  submitted  to  this  House,  and  he  re- 
quested the  Houiie  to  recollect  that  these 
services  were  achieved  in  conjunction  with 
the  navy,  by  a  part  of  that  army  which 
the  tyranny  and  oppression  of  sir  George 
Barlow  had  driven  into  a  state  of  mutiny  ; 
and  he  was  confident  when  that  subject 
came  before  the  House,  this  exploit,  with 
a  recollection  of  the  long  and  zealous 
•ervicfr  of  that  army,  would  ensure  to  it 
the  serious  attention  of  parliament. 

General  Maikew  hoped  that  be  should 
not  be  considered  as  digressing,  if  he 
stated  shortly  the  services  of  the  gallant 
general  who  was  the  object  of  the  present 
motion.  General  Beresford  bad  been  t||irty 
years  in  the  service  of  his  country.  He 
commenced  in  America,  was  at  Toulon, 
at  Corsica,  in  India,  at  Madeira,  in  Por* 
tugal,  and  in  Spain  with  sir  John  Moore. 
He  had  only  to  state  to  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ror  his  consi* 
deration,  that  the  gillant  general  had  lost 
almost  all  he  was  worth  in  the  world  bV 
the  failure  of  his  relative  in  Dublin,  m 
stated  this  merely  for  his  consideration,  in 

^  the  hope  tiiat  some  pecuniary  reward 
would  be  added  to  bis  honours.- 

The  Resolution  was  then  agreed  to  ncm. 
(OR.  As  were  also  the  following:  ''That 
the  Thanks  of  this^  House  be  given  to 
Major-Generals  the  honourable  Galbraith 
Lowry  Cole,  the  honourable  William 
Stewart,  John  Hamilton,  the  honourable 
William  Lomley,  Charles  Baron  Alten, 
Brigadier*General  Robert  Ballard  Long, 
and  the  seyeral  other  oflScers,  for  their  dis- 
tinguished  exertions  on  the  I6tb  ef  May 
last,  in  the  glorious  battle  at  Albutra;  and 
that  lieutenant-general  sir  William  Carr 
Beresford  do  signify  tlie  san^|A  the 
honourable  William  Stawart,  JohnHamil* 
ton,  the  honourable  William  Lomley, 
Charles  Baron  Altan,  Brigadier* General 
Ballard  Long,  and  the  several  other  ofi- 
cers.  That  this  House  both  highly  ap^ 
prove  of  and  acknowledge  the  distinguished 
▼aloor  and  discipline  so  conspicuously  dis- 
played  by  the  non-commissioned  officers 
and  private  soldiers  of  his  Majesty's  forces, 
aervmg  on  the  I6th  of  May  last,  under  the 
immediate  command  of  lientenant  general 
(VOL.  XX) 


sir  William  Carr  ^resford,. in  the  signal 
defeat  of  the  enemy  at  Albuera,  and  that 
the  same  be  »igniiied  to  them  by  the  com* 
manding  officers  of  the  several  cuips,  who 
are  desired  to  ihank  them  for  their  gallant 
and  exemplary  condpcU'^ 

"  That  this  House  doth  highly  acknow- 
ledge ihe  distinguished  valour  and  disci- 
pline displayed  by  the  officers,  non-com - 
missionea  officers  and  soldiers  of  that  part 
of  the  Portuguese  army  which  served  un- 
der the  immediate  command  of  lieutenant 
general  sir  William  Carr  Beresford,  on  the 
1 6th  of  May  last,  in  the  glorious  battle  at 
Albuera/'       ^ 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
though  he  believed  there  was  no  iostanca 
in  which  that  House  expressed  ita  thanks 
to  the  allies,  unless  when  they  acted  undef 
officers  of  our  own,  yet  the  nature  of  the 
present  contest  justified,  he  thought,  a 
deviation  from  that  rule :  and,  upoa 
this  ground  he  should  move,  "  That 
this  House  doth  highly  acknowledge  the 
distinguished  valour  and  intrepidity  dis* 
played  by  the  Spanish  army  under  the 
command  of  his  excellency  general  Blake» 
on  the  I6th  of  May  last,  in  the  glorioua 
battle  at  Albuera.'^ 

The  ChoMceUor  qf  ihe  Exchequer  next 
moved,   *'Tbat  an  humble  Address  ba 

Presented  to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
egenty  that  be  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  give  directions,  that  a  A^nument  bo 
erected  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Saint 
Paul,  London,  to  the  memory  of  major* 
general  Daniel  Hoshton,  who  fell  g]ori« 
ously  on  the  16th  of  Ma^  last  in  the  battle 
at  Albuera,  which  terminated  in  the  signa) 
defeat  of  the  enemy's  forces ;  and  to  as« 
sure  his  royal  highness,  that  this  Houi^ 
will  make  good  the  expense  attending  the 
same." 

Mr.  G.  S»  Bote  begged  leave  to  offer  m 
few  words  with  respect  to  the  conduct  of 
that  gallant  officer*  who  had  acquitted 
himself  worthily  In  all?sitoations,  both  as  e 
soldier  and  as  an  accomplished  gentleman* 
He  had  devoted  his  life  to  the  most  active 
services,  and  visited  every  climate  in  the 
pursuit  of  that  glory  which  his  profession 
held  op  to  his  Tiew.  He  had  commanded 
a  brigade  at  Martinique,  and  on  his  return 
from  that  country  exerted  himself  to  get 
employment  under  that  illustrious  general^ 
his  friend  lord  Wellington,  who«e  greau 
ness  he  had  foreboded  at  an  early  period* 
In  bis  last  conversation  with  him,  ne  had 
stated  it  as  his  distinct  opinion,  that  on  no 
account  should  England  relinquish  th^ 
(SM) 
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icene  of  warfare  apon  which  the  was  now 
acting  with  so  much  saccess.  It  was  his 
fortune  to  head  one  of  those  bands  of 
heroes,  who  restored  the  glory  of  the  day 
at  the  battle  of  ^Ibuera,  and  to  perish  in 
the  act  of  encouraging  his  men.  He 
frosted  he  should  be  forgiven  for  draw- 
hig  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
jftierits  of  the  distinguished  general,  whose 
iberoory  they  were  now  about  to  honour, 
and  adding  his  testimony  to  that  of  the 
country  at  large^  in  favour  of  his  virtues 
and  abilities. 

Mr.  Vitliers  adverted  to  the  memory  of 
the  lamented  general  Mackenzie.  The 
circumstances  of  his  death,  in  the  battle 
of  Talavera,  were  precisely  similar  to 
those  attendant  on  the  fall  of  general 
Hoghton.  He  thought  therefore  that  as 
iheir  rank  was  the  same,  and  that  their 
deaths  had  been  alike  glorious,  their 
names  should  live  in  the  equal  testimonies 
of  their  country's  gratitude. 

The  Chancellor  cfthe  Exchequer  admitted 
the  full  force  of  the  observation  just  made ; 
but  there  was  a  line  of  distinction  which 
regulated  the  grant  of  honourSs  indepen- 
dent of  the  equal  claim  upon  the  score  of 
merit  What  that  was,  as  applicable  to 
the  present  instance,  he  confessed  himself 
then  unable  to  state  accurately.  He 
should  take  care  to  make  himself  better 
acquainted  with  the  distinction*— and  till 
he  did,  he  should  suggest  to  his  right  hon. 
A'iend  the  propriety  of  waving  all  further 
discussion  on  the  claims  of  that  much-to- 
be-lamented  officer. 

Mr.  VilUeri  acquiesced  in  the  propriety 
of  this  suggestion.     *^"-^^  * 

Mr.  JViubnad  asked  iflt  was  not  pos^ 
•ible  that  there  might  be  some  expression 
of  the  feelings  of  the  House  upon  the  tran- 
acendant  merits  of  the  two  young  men 
who  had  behaved  so  heroically  in  the  de- 
fence of  their  colours. 

Mr.  Abtrcromby  was  glad  the  observa- 
tion had  been  thrown  oiit  by  his  hon. 
friend.  He  had  long  thought  that  there 
would  be  great  use  in  that  House  noticing 
aild  recording  every  splendid  instance  of 
individual  valour,  however  low  the  rank 
of  the  person. 

Mr.  Canning  spoke  to  the  same  eflfect. 
At  the  same  time  that  there  nmst  neces- 
aarily  be  some  general  limit  which,  what- 
ever mi|;ht  be  its  latitude,  might  yet  bear 
hard  in  its  exclusive  operation-^there  were 
instances  however,  that  might  well  be  ad- 
mitted   as  exceptions ;   of  which  there 

ittrely  cooid  aotlietMie  more  toacbingind 
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more  splendid,  than  that  ef  the  galhoit 
vouth  who,  as  he  fell,  was  only  annoqa  to 
lay  the  colours  of  his  country  to  a  coo- 
genial  heart  that  beat  high  for  her  praise^ 
and  whose  last  throb  was  for  the  glory  of 
her  arms. 
The  Resolution  was  agreed  to  newu  con^ 

Military  Policy  op  the  Couktet.] 
Mr. 'Hutchinson,  in  pursuance  of  his  notice,. 
rose,  and  addressed  the  House  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect :— Sir ;  the  wish  for  a  secare 
and  honourable  peace  must  be  general  ; 
but  no  one,  at  this  moment,  believes  in  the 
possibility  of  its  attainment;  nay,  all 
agree  in  the  necessity  of  continuing  tlie 
war.  Those  who,  till  lately,  shared  ia 
the  universal  panic  which  the  unrivalled 
success,  for  many  years,  of  the  French 
arms  on  the  continent  had  produced,  are 
now  considerably  shaken  in  their  first  im* 
pressions,  and  inclined  to  hope  where  they 
had  once  despaired.  Those  who,  with 
myself,  never  swerved  from  the  opinion^ 
that  this  nation  possessed  great  military 
power,  though  they  have  lamented,  and 
still  continue  to  lament,  the  too  frequent 
misapplication  of  that  power,  and  the  in- 
adequacy of  our  exertions,  cannot  but 
most  heartily  rejoice  in  any  event  which 
demonstrates  the  gallantry  and  efficiency 
of  our  troops,  however  they  may  consider 
such  events  as  indecisive  of  ultimate  suc- 
cess, and  only  as  positive  proofs  of  the 
capability  of  the  empire— -proofs,  however* 
not  requisite  to  establish,  though  they 
affi)rd  a  noble  confirmation  of  our  long- 
acknowledged  character  for  national  tn« 
trepidity. 

Yet,  Sir,  while  ministers  hold  this  lan- 
guage themselves,  and  cheer  these  senti- 
ments  in  others,  they  declare  that  we  are 
contending  for  our  very  existence  as  % 
state— that  the  great  cause  which  we  main- 
tain in  the  Peninsula,  is  not  so  much  that 
of  the  allies,  as  our  own— that  it  is  better 
to  decide  our  fate  there  with  the  enemy* 
than  to  have  to  contend  with  him  on  these 
shores.  We  have  been  triumphantly  con* 
gratulated  on  having  escaped  the  me  of 
all  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  on  our 
having  arrestee!  the  progress  of  the  enemy, 
by  our  glorious  achievements  in  the  Fen* 
inaala,  where  we  are  told,  that  wehsfe 
directed  the  "  impendiag  thiroderbolt'* 
harmless  to  the  earth.  We  have  indeei 
gained  that>  which  in  war  is  loesttmabln 
*— fiime  !  "We  have  obtained  thatpwhick 
If  in  Itself  a  tower  of  strength— coa-^ 
adiBco  !«^Whiti  lo  tho  taaats  of  wm 


•nemy,  become  iniolenl.  by  succeu^  we 
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bav^  replied  by  repeated  victories. 
But  airt  at  I  was  not  one  of  those  who 


mistook  hopes  for  certaiatiesj  or  construed 
the  retreat  of  an  enemy  into  the  consum* 
mation  of  a  campaign,  I  am' not  now  sar- 
prised  that  a  contest,  which  was  considered 
as  having  finally  terminated,  should  have 
but  just  commenced.  I  cannot  forget  that 
we  are  but  now  recovering,  in  consequence 
«f  the  enemy's  cession,  that  country,  of 
which  he  bad  but  recently  dispossessed 
us.  Assuredly  we  have  cause  to  rejoice, 
and  to  be  sincerely  ihankful— but  while 
▼ictory,  that  victory  which  is  to  decide 
between  the  two  countries,  is  still  doubt- 
ful, we  should  prepare  more  than  ever  for 
war— not  hang  up  our  arms,  nor  devote 
merely  to  eulogies  and  congratulations, 
Ihose  precious  moments,  which  should  be 
employed  in  exerting  every  nerve  to  afford 
lord  Wellington,  (who  has  spent  his  life 
in  the  "tented. field,''  and  who,  repeats 
edly  victorious,  has  never  yet  been  de- 
feated)* a  fair  opportunity  of  measuring 
swords  with  the  enemy,  when,  with  in- 
creased force  and  confidence,  he  shall 
^  rally  for  the  fight." 

Sir;  there  is  no  man  in  this  House,  or 
in  the  country,  less'  disposed  to  excite  a 
spirit  of  interminable  warfare  than  I  am ; 
but  however  most  desirable  a  secure  and 
honourable  peace  may  be,  as  well  for  the 
interests  of  humanity,  as  to  lighten  the 
severe  pressure  on  the  public,  I  cannot 
discover  in  either  government  any  pacific 
disposition ;  neither  will,  1  fear,  consent, 
without  first  obtaining  an  unfair  advantage 
over  the  other.  With  the  exception  of 
the  war  in  the  Peninsula,  Buonaparte's 
splendid  jmd  unequalled  success  has  been 
the  result  of  plans  wisely  conceived,  and 
ably  executed.  His  objecta  have  been 
wovtby  a  great  conqueror.  His  exertions 
and  means  employed  fully  equal  to  the 
attainment.  Look  to  him  in  1799,  when, 
for  the  first  time,  he  was  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  ipovernment  of  France,  collecting  at 
Dijoo  an  army  of  reserve  (ridiculed,  be« 
cause  iu  object  was  not  undentood)^  with 
which  he  secured  his  victory  at  Marengo 
in  the  following  year  (1800).  See  him  at 
Boalogne  with  his  army  of  Bngbuid, 
equally  ridiculed,  preparing  in  1803  for 
tbe  defeat  of  Austria  at  Austerliu  in  lfM)6. 
Behold  him  in  his  Confederation  of  tbe 
Bbint  (early  io  1806)  anticipating  by  its 
ageaey  the  enthraldom  of  Germany*  tbe 


suk^ogation.of  tbe 


monarchy « aad    and 


the  bttmblJDg  of  tbe  greet  Antocnl  of  the 


north.  View  him  on  the  Vistula  ia  1 80(l-7« 
(while  we  were  ridiculing  his  exertions* 
anticipating  his  destruction,  and  paralytic 
ed  into  a  stale  of  culpable  inactivity)  c6l* 
lecting  troops  from  Italy,  and  the  most 
western  extremities  of  Frtoce,  Flanderi^i 
and  Holland,  by  the  aid  of  which»  he  af« 
terwards  fought  and  conquered  on  tbe 
memorable  day  of  Friedland,  decisive  of 
so  much !— Wimess  similar  exertions  af^er 
th^  battle  of  Aspeme  (1809)  when  at  Wa-^' 
gram,  he  repaired  the  disasters  of  that 
day,  and  established  his  rekl  supremacy  in 
Europe,  by  a  masterly  and  rapid  junction 
of  scattered  and  distant  corps.  See  him 
at  this  moment  in  the  north-west  of  Eu« 
rope,  under  the  pretext  of  merely  egLclud* 
ing  British  commerce  from  the  Contineoit 
(one  of  his  objects  doubtless  one  too  oei* 
giually  ridiculed  as  visionary ;  but  whicl^ 
however,  unhappily  for  us,  has  been  bi4 
too  successful),  organiaing  a  force,  by 
which  he  has  already  nominated  to  tbe 
throne  of  Sweden,  and  is  now  enabled  to^ 
make  any  distribution  he  pleases  of  those 
of  Denmark  and  Prussia.  See  him  al 
Dantzic,  Custrine,  and  Stettin— behold,  oa 
the  north-east  of  Germany,  bis  long -de- 
layed, but  sure*working  plans  as  to  the  re- 
integration of  Poland*  whence*  as  from  a 
citadel,  he  will  be  enabled  to  hold  in  sub- 
jection the  whole  European  ContineaL 
View  him  in  bis  Illyrian  empire,  ahready 
directing  his  footsteps,  resolved  to  plaiit 
his  eagles  on  the  Byaaotine  throne  or  the 
Caesars.  And,  finally,  behold  him  calling 
out  the  conscripts  for  1811*  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing,  if  not  resisted  by  conn- 
ter-exertions  on  our  par^  the  conquest  of 
Spain  and  Portugal,  however  hitherto  de- 
ferred—and (not  unlikely)  for  ulterior  ob- 
jects too,  the  mere  mentioa  of  wbidi 
might  sub||eGt  one  perhaps  to  th.e  acorn 
and  derision  of  this  House,  and  to  the  re- 
probation of  an  "easily  deceived  public ; 
who,  feeble  when  they  think  themselves 
invincible,  are  firequently  most  confideat 
when  they  have  least  reason  for  being  so 
— and  who,  possessing  great  resources 
wherewith  to  become  strong,  are  often  ig- 
norant how  to  call  forth  such  power,  aisd 
still  mora  haw  to  employ  it  when  ar- 
rayed. 

From  these  examples.  Sir,  it  is  evideat 
that  Napoleon  has  left  nothing  to  accident 
or  chance*  but  that  (with  t&  exception 
already  mentioned)  he  has  invariably  acted 
on  plans  so|fested  by  tbe  wisest  policy* 


mto  efiect  witb  the  most  coa- 


iunmata  nililafy  taleat.     Wbet  htf  • 
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been  during  the  same  period,  oar  conti- 
neatal  exertions  }    In  1 800,  we  appeared 
off  Genoa  with  a  small  ctirps,  not  exceed- 
ing 4,000  men,  a  few  days  subsequent  to 
the  battle  of  Marengo.    The  junction  of 
a  considerable    military    force,  such   as 
might  easily  have  been  furnished  by  this 
country,  would  in  all  probability,  a  few 
days  prior   to  our  arriral,  have  secured 
the  victory  to  the  Austrians,  and  pos&ibly 
faa?e  prevented  the  forming  of  those  fet- 
ters, which    have   since    enchained    the 
powers  of  Europe.      The  attempt  at  least 
nvould  have  been  worthy  of  this  nation, 
and  so  great  a  cause.     Subsequent  to  this, 
in  the  same  year,  we  made  two  unsuccess- 
ful   attempts  against  Ferrol  and  Cadiz. 
In  1801,  with  about  H.OOO  effective  men, 
we  undertook  the  expulsion  of  26,000  of 
the  chosen  troops  of  France  from  Egypt— 
a  glorious  expedition,  and  the  only  one 
■accessful  during  that  whole  war.      In 
1805,  with  8,000  men,  we  formed  a  junc- 
tion  in  Italy  with  the  Neapolitan  *  and 
Russian  armies,  but  we  speedily  abandon- 
ed the  country,  and  landed  in  the  Decem- 
ber of  that  year,  with  S5,000men,  in  the 
North  of  Germany,  where  we  took  up  a 
position  on  the  Weser,  but  not  until  the 
battle  of  Austerlitz  had  been  lost,  and  an 
armistice  signed  preparatory  to  the  peace 
cf  Presburgh.      In  1806,  with  less  than 
d»000    men    against    a   greatly  superior 
force,  we    gained   the  battle  of  Maida, 
which,  though  highly  glorious  to  the  troops 
and  to  the  general,  (sir  John  Stuart)  as 
every  thing  connected  with  his  military 
life  has  been,  had  no  beneficial  result.    In 
the  same  year,  we   made  several  pira- 
tical descents  at  Buenos  Ayres.  where, 
after  having  increased  our  force  to  10,0(X) 
men^  we  were  ultimately  foiled  and  dis- 
graced.     In    1S07,  wtib  a  small  corps, 
we  made  an  unnecessary,  unjust,  and  in- 
glorious descent  on  the  coast  of  Egypt, 
from  whence,  in  a  few  months,  we  hastily 
retired.    And  in  the  same  year,  (after  per- 
mitting a  favourable  opportunity  to  es- 
cape us,  and  suffering  our  allies,  the  Rus- 
•laDs,  to  waste  themselves  in  a  most  un- 
equal contest,  which  they  maintained  with 
the  utmost  heroism)  we  appeared,  at  the 
▼ery  eve  of  the  peace  of  Tilsit,  with  a 
•mall  corps  of  7,000  men  at  Streisand, 
whence    we    speedily    retired,   without 
performing  any.  thing;    and   with    in- 
creased numbers,  amounting  to  25,000, 
we  shortly  after  succeeded  in  the  un- 
hallowed capture  of  Copenhagen.      In 
1808^  iJM  gallMit  aad  avw-to-be-lanent* 


ed  sir  John  Moore,  was  dispatcbe<l 
(with  what  rational  military  okjecft 
remains  still  to  be  explained)  to  Sweden^ 
with  a  chosen  corps  of  10,000  men^ 
which  his  good  sense  and  firmness  pro* 
bably  saved  from  destruction,  and  with 
which  he  shortly  returned  to  the  British 
coi^t,  without  having  fired  a  shot.  In  the 
same  year  commenced  our  campaigna 
in  Spain  and  Portugal,  under  the  most 
propitious  circumstances,  the  spirit  of  our 
people  and  that  of  the  allies  most  entbu* 
siastic — the  slate  of  Europe  favourable — 
the  cause  a  great  and  just  one  !  Yet  sir 
John  Moore,  though  at  the  head  of  a  no- 
minal corps  of  40,000  men,  was  at  no 
moment  in  a  situation  of  offering  battle  to 
the  enemy,  with  a  force  much  exceeding 
26,000  effective.  I  am  aware  that  the 
Downine*street  generals,  assisted  by*  their 
staff  and  official  documents,  proved  to 
their  own  satiafactionai  least,  that  he  had 
40,000 ;  but  sir  John  Moore,  though  in  the 
field  with  them,  never  could  discover 
more  than  26»000 ;  it  u  true,  indeed,  he 
had  recourse  but  to  the  old  exploded  me- 
thod of  counting  by  the  head.  Yet  is 
this  same  year  it  appears,  that  the  whole 
French  furce  collected  behind  the  Ebro, 
did  not  exceed  45  000  men— and  early  in 
this  year  we  might  have  had  70,OaO  in 
the  peninsula,  in  1809,  after  having  re* 
ceived  intelligence  of  the  loss  of  tlie  battle 
of  Wagram,  we  committed  an  army  of 
40,000  men  to  the  marshes  of  Walchirren. 
Our  bravest  sons,  eager  for  the  fight,  there 
died  the  death  of  cowards  and  of  como»on 
men!  Sunk  without  wounds,  and  fell 
without  renown  !  And  this  we  did  with 
such  an  admirable  choice  of  time  an^ 
place,  that  even  had  success  ensued,  we 
could  not  have  struck  an  effectual  blow 
against  the  power  of  Buonaparte. — Yet 
early  in  that  year,  by  uniting  only 
our  Walcheren,'  Spanish,  and  Sicilian 
armies,  we  might  nave  thrown  on  any^ 
part  of  the  continent  93,000  men,  a  force 
greatly  superior  in  number  to  that  with 
which  the  archduke  Charles  joined  the 
battle  of  iVspeme,  and  nearly  equal  to 
that  with  which  the  enemy  obtained  the 
decisive  victory  of  Wagram. 

What,  Sir,  would  Buonaparte  have  done 
with  our  means?  How  would  he  hare 
availed  himielf  of  such  opportunities  ?  On 
several  different  occasions,  the  French  ar- 
mies were  in  Austria,  at  the  moa  distant 
points  of  Prussia,  nay  at  the  eastern  ex- 
tremity of  Poland.  France,  stripped  of 
Iroeps^  cxpeaed  at  all  pointy  a  pq>alataoa 
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of  «l'*T€n  millions  in  the  Peninsotn,  ani«  i  heard  of  the  perfect  internal  security  af- 
mated  as  one  man  against  her,  a  hostile  {  forded  by  the  Local  Militia  and  other 
disposition  towards  her  in  various  parts  oft  corps— >this  security  should  be  something 


the  continent,  these  islands,  peopled  with 
a  hardy  gallant  peasantry,  trained  in  a 
oreat  degree  to  arms,  an  embodied  militia 
from  65  to  86|00<)  men,  a.  regular  army 
from  1 35 'to  235,000,  a  local  militia  to  any 
amount,  the  undisputed  empire  of  the  seas, 
tonnage  equal  to  convey  any  number  of 
men,  the  enemy's  shores  within  a  few 
boors  sail,  all  Europe  open  to  us.— What, 
I  ask,  with  these  opportunities,  and  such 
means^  wo  a  Id  not  Buonapari^  have  at* 
tempted  ?  What  would  he  not  have  ef- 
fected ? 

It  has  been  said,  that  had  we  to  select  a 
•pot  in  Europe,  most  favourable  to  our- 
selves,  and  most  di^tadvantageous  to  the 
enemy,  we  should  have  chosen 'that  on 
which  we  now  act  in  the  Peiiittsula.  We 
have  been  reminded  of  the  great  and 
appalling  difficulties  under  which  the 
enemy  has  brought  up  his  troops  and  sup- 
plies from  the  mo^  distant  points,  and  of 
the  great  comparative  fiscility  with  which 
we  have  effected  the  same  objects,  in  con- 
sequence of  our  maritim<^  advantages  and 
locality.  H'.>w  h-rive  we  availed  ourselves 
of  these  advantages  of  which  ministers 
boast  so  much }  The  strength  of  lord 
Wellintf ton's  army,  originally  S5,00o 
men,  has  not  in  the  course  of  two  jears 
been  increased  to  more  than  35,000  ef- 
fective British ;  that  strength  now  much 
diminished,  in  cAn^equence  of  our  severe 
recent  losses.  Yet  we  ajipear  to  be  pbs- 
sessed  of  a  force  amounting  to  2S5,060 
men,  from  which,  deducting  the  armies 
and  Karrisons  of  the  Peninsula,  Sicily, 
Gibraltar,  America,  the  C^pe,  the  two 
Indtas,  and  Ireland,  amoonttng  to  about 
134.000,  there  remains  a  force  unac- 
counted fur  (at  least,  not  employed  on  ac- 
tual service)  of  upwards  of  100,01)0,  al. 
lowing  loo  in  the  above  statement  (of 
135,000)  50,000  to  b«^  actually  employed 
in  the  Peninsula,  20,000  for  the  East  In- 
dies, and  as  many  for  Ireland,  both  of 
which  are  greatiy  overstated  at  this 
amount.  Do  these  100,000  men  really 
exist  ?  If  I  hey  do  not,  why  is  the  country 
burdened  with  ihe  enormous  expen&e  ne- 
cessary for  the  support  of  such  an  esta- 
blishment ?  If  they  are  forthcoming,  why 
are  ihey  not,  or  a  part  of  them,  employed 
in  th«  PeniUMula? 

I  stiall  not  be  told  that  it  is  necessary  to 
keep  umiii  our  own  shores,  a  dispoaable 
force  of  1^  i/XX)  men,  after  what  we  have 


more  than  nominal,  when  it  appears  that 
the  expence  to  the -country  of  the  em- 
bodied and  Local  Militia,  and  the  Volun- 
teer Corps,  exceeds  anually  three  mil- 
lions sterling,  while  their  vast  numbers 
render  any  other  species  of  troops  altoge- 
ther superfluous  for  home  defence.  Does 
lord  Wellington  not  require  reinforce- 
ments ?  Supposing  the  French  armies  now 
hovering  on  the  frontiers  of  Portugal  de- 
feated—nay, according  to  the  sanguine 
calculation  of  some  gentlemen,  destroyed 
—could  this  be  eBVcted  without  severe 
loss  on  our  side  ? — Can  we  expect,  when 
we  consider  the  enemy  we  have  to  deal 
with,  that  lord  Wellington  with  his  present 
British  force,  aided  but  by  the  inexperi- 
enced, however  patriotic  and  gallant  le- 
vies of  Portugal  and  Spain,  can  continue 
this  contest  with  any  prospect  of  ultimate 
success,  so  long  as  we  only  afford  scanty 
and  inadequate  supplies.  In  the  hour  of 
our  success,  we  calumniate  the  enemy. 
Are  we  ignorant  how  highly  the  ofiiceri 
who  led  the  van  of  the  British  army  ap» 
plaud  the  skill  and  valour  of  Marshal 
Ney»  and  those  troops  who  covered  the 
retreat  of  Massena  ?  Do  we  already  forget 
our  own  severe  losses  on  the  Duas  Casas« 
and  that  still  more  sanguinary,  though 
glorious  conflict  of  Albuera  ?  In  what  state 
have  the  exertions  of  the  enemy  left  our 
armies  at  this  moment  for  active  opera- 
tions in  the  Peninsula }  Would  not  a  small 
reinforcement  to  him  at  this  critical  in- 
stant compel  us  hastily  to  retire  to  our « 
lines } 

I  deny,  generally,  the  humble  degraded 
state 'of  the  enemy)  and  his  loss  of  mili- 
tary fame,  and  I  do  so,  not  with  a  view  of 
offending  or  irritating  those  who  differ  from 
me,  but  to  remove  an  impression,  which  if 
suffered  to  remain,  may  be  greatly  inju- 
rious, at  a  moment  when'our  exertions,  in- 
stead of  being  relaxed,  should  be  more  vi- 
gorous tlian  ever.  Between  October  and 
the  first  week  in  March,  lord  Wellington 
did  net  receive  more  than  6,000  additional 
men,  though  it  is  evident  he  felt  himself 
not  sufiiciently  strong  in  hia  lines,  for  in 
October  he  recalled  from  Eitremadura, 
marquis  Romana  and  his  corps,  who  at 
that  moment  threatened  Seville,  having 
recommenced  offensive  operations.  The 
absence  of  this  corps  from  /this  point  en* 
abled  Soult  and  Mortier  to  combine  their 
operationi  tgiiiial  Badajoi^  and  may  be 
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ftirly  ooosidered  as  having  greatly  acce> 
lerated  iho  fall  of  that  place.  His  lord- 
ship has  proved  to  minisiers  the  great 
value  of  a  reinforcement,  even  of  ^,000 
men,  for  on  the  arrival  of  a  force  to  that 
mmoant,  in  March  last,  he  was  enabled  to 
undertake  the  double  operations  to  the 
Agueda  and  the  Guadiana  :  he  has  also 
avowed,  that  had  he  received  these  men 
earlier,  he  would  have  attempted  the  relief 
of  Badajos.  Ministers  may  nqw^indeed 
chaunt  the  praises  of  lord  Wellington,  bat 
it  is  evident  they  did  not  aftbrd  him  eilec- 
laal  support,  at  a  most  important  moment, 
and  they  may  be  accused  of  having  even 
marred  his  plan.  We*  are  told,  that  we 
bave  secured  for  the  allies  an  additional 
year.  Let  us  not  be  too  sure  of  this :  but 
granting  it,  are  we  to  rest  satisfied  ?  Is  this 
the  utmost  of  our  expectations  ?  An  ad* 
ditional  year !  Is  this  the  nature  of  the 
warfare  which  we  wage  ?  Is  it  for  this  ad- 
ditional  year  only,  that,  in  all  the  "  waste 
of  blind  extravagance,"  we  are  squander* 
ing  our  treasures,  and  shedding  the  best 
blood  of  the  empire  ?  It  has  been  rumour ^ 
«d,  that  the  Spanish  Government  at  Cadiz 
does  not  enter  cordially  into  lord  Welling- 
ton's views.  I  know  not  how  true  this 
may  be;  but  of  this  I  am  confident,  that, 
however  the  short-sighted  politicians  of 
Britain  may  consider  a  mere  protracted 
contest  ben«fficial  to  these  islands,  the 
Spaniards  and  Portuguese  cannot  but  fe^ 
Ihat  war,  with  such  an  object,  must  end  in 
their  general  desalation— >and  could  it  but 
reach  them,  tliat  even  the  minister  had,  in 
argument,  seemed  to  limit  his  views  only 
to  this^-there  is  surely  no  inhabitant  of 
the  Peninsula  who  ought  not,  most  anx- 
iously, to  desire  the  speedy  removal  of  the 
British  army. 

But  the  folly  of  limiting  our  exertions 
lo  mere  self  defence  must  be  evident. 
Let  us  recollect  that  we  are  not  now  at  war 
to  restore  or  protect  any  particular 
dynasty— to  dictate  a  constitution  to  ano- 
ther people— nor  to  prevent  their  procur- 
ing ror  themselves  that  liberty,  and  those 
S privileges,  which  wa  never  should  have 
ergotten  our  ancestors  obtained  by  the 
aword.  Of  this  we  might  bave  been  ac- 
cosed  in  171>S.  We  have  since  lived  to 
aee  Europe  in  chains,  and  our  own  subju- 

fstion  threatened.  It  is  for  this  we  arm  I 
he  moment  is.tbeoone,not  suited  to  dila- 
toriness  or  irresolution.  We  must  bave  no 
half  measures.    Let  us  then  not  lose  so 

Sat  an  opportunity— let  us  rallv  mder 
impre ssioDi  so  eloquently  and  mcibly 


expressed  by  the  right  bon.  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  that  "  this  enthraldona 
of  Europe  is  not  intended  to  last  for  ever 
-—that  possibly,  in  so  just  and  great  a 
cause,  we  may  be  pointed  out,  and  intend- 
ed by  Providence,  as  the  bumble  instro- 
ments  of  deliverance!"  But  to  render 
ourselves  worthy  of  this  high  exaltation, 
we  must  not  slumber  on  our  posts !  Why 
have  all  our  victories  hitherto  been  so  na- 
availing  ?  Because  the  nation  has  never 
put  forth  its  strength.  What  was  the  re- 
suit  of  the  victories  of  Roleiaand  Vimiera  ? 
The  Convention  of  Cintra.  Why  ?  Tfao 
strength  of  the  enemy.  What  of  the 
victory  of  Corunna  ?  Embarkation.  What 
of  the  victory  of  Tatavera?  Betreat, 
and  from  apprehension  as  to  the  like 
strength.  What  of  Barrosa?  Ketreat 
also!  without  accomplising  the  object  of 
the  expedition,  the  British  not  being  in 
sufficient  force.  And  even  now,  when  we 
think  ourselves  so  successful,  will  lord 
Wellington  suffer  Massena  to  continue  in 
Salamanca  and  Leon,  er  the  other  French 
armies  in  Andalusia  ?  Supposing  them  to 
retire,  and  unite,  has  he  strength  prudently 
to  venture  into  the  heart  of  Spain*  and  to 
clear  that  country  of  an  enemy,  whom  we 
scofFat,  as  discomfited  and  disgraced  ?  Are 
all  our  rejoicings  to  end  in  this,  thai  Maa- 
sena  havingj^tempted  that  for  which  he 
appears  not  to  bave  had  sufficient  force, 
has  retired  from  a  bad  position  in  Portugal, 
to  his  resources  in  Spain,  until  it  shall  be 
his  convenience,  with  increased  numbers* 
and  at  a  morv  favourable  season,  to  return  ? 
Our  past  and  present  circumstauees  have 
been  compared  ;  that  is,  our  situation  aotv 
in  the  Peninsula,  to  what  it  was  in  180$. 
Where  are  the  Spanish  armies  of  that  year  ^ 
Are  they  not  defeated  and  dispersed  ?  In 
whose  bands  are  the  fortresses  then  occu- 
pied by  the  Spaniards?  Are  they  not 
principally  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ^ 
We  bave  reason  now  to  exuU,  but  at  what  ? 
That  the  enemy  has  not  hitherto  sticceeded 
in  expelling  us  from  Portugal  1  Our  ano* 
cess  *'  has  this  extent,  no  more !"  But 
from  our  present  rejoicings,  one  might  bo 
disposed  to  infer,  that  we  bad  expected 
annihilation.  Why,  .in  1800,  did  Boo* 
napart^  withdraw  mmseif  and  his  guarda 
from  Spain  ?  Was  it  not  to  defeat  Austria  i 
And  did  he  not  gloriously  accompl  ish  the  ob» 
jec^  ?  Why  has  the  war  so  long  liageiod 
in  the  Peninsula  ?  Because  be  has  bad  other 
views.  Is  he  not  now  prepared  to  enter 
into  another  continental  war,  and  in  am^ 
thar  t|ttaner  of  Earope^  ahooM  oircnni* 
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■tancei  remfer  it  necesMry  ?  I  MD^torry  to 
perceive  an  anxiety  in  this  coantry  for  tuch 
»  war.  We  teem  alike  ignorant  of  the 
•irengtb  and  situation  of  tbeenemy,  and  in- 
iHfitfreut  to  the  fate  of  other  nations,  en^er 
for  rerenge  we  cry  lor  blood,  reckless  of 
the  consequences !  It  has  often  been  our 
policy  to  excite  the  continent  to  war ; 
and  when  the  misfertones  of  oar  allies, 
possibly  our  neglect,  had  separated  ns,  we 
lia?e  immediately  bad  recourse  to  an  en« 
venomed  illiberal  abuse.—proYing  our- 
selves no  less  powerful  in  enmity,  than 
unserviceable  in  friendship.  How  cruelly 
have  not  the  Russians  been  aspersed, 
against  whom  the  pen  even  of  the  learned 
and  the  wise,  has,  with  little  justice  and 
less  charity,  been  directed  ;  whose  very 
virtues,  with  a  shameless  ingratitude,  have 
been  represented  as  vices }  Having  our- 
selves, in  I807«  been  mere  spectators  of 
the  scene,  we  have  since  dared  to  question 
that  merit,  which  even  our  common  enemy 
has  acknowledged  ;  1  sav  our  common 
enemy,  for  France  is  stilt  in  heart  the 
•nemy  of  Russia.  Should  the  emperor 
Alexander  be  so  ill  advised  as  to  break 
with  France  at  this  moment,  what  are 
likely  to  be  our  occupations  ?  If  we  do 
not  materially  change  our  system,  we  shall 
perhaps  advance  a  little  farther  into  the 
Peninsula,  still  with  an  in^^quate  force. 
We  shall  subsidize  Russia,  if  she  will 
dei^n  to  accept ;  and  provided  no  hitherto 
undiscovered  rock,  or  petty  island,  attracts 
our  notice,  we  may  send  to  some  point 
of  the  continent,  far  distant  from  the 
acene  of  action,  gnd  late  in  the  war,  a 
corps  unequal  to  effectual  impression,  but 
just  sufficient  to  encourage  the  deluded 
people,  (naturally  discontented  with  the 
tyranny  under  which  they  exist),  to  rise  in 
arms;  and,  having  elated  them  by  our 
pretence,  abandon  them  to  their  fate,  after 
mving  exhausted  their  country,  and  ex- 
poaed  tbem  to  the  chastisement  of  an  ir- 
fitated  master* 

How  have  you  been  hitherto  waging 
war  against  Boonaparti  I  9y  exhausting 
your  treasury  and  discouraging  even  your 
own  people,  by  repeated  continental 
fbilurei,  you  flatter  yourselves  yoU  are 
making  a  great  exertion,  because  incur- 
ving an  enormous  debt,  but  while,  doubt- 
leas,  you  are  succeeding  in  this,  do  you 
thereby  advanoe  one  inch  toward  limiting 
the  power  of  France,  which,  if  sufered  to 
acquire  Mrength  In  tbe  rapid  manner  it 
baa  done,  will  abaku  your  eoipire  to  ila 
tory  fouiidalioD  } 
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But  you  imagine  that  you  are  tafe  at 
home—- Are  you  so?  You  havo  indeed 
challenged  Buonaparte  to  your  coasta# 
and  with  little  justice  and  less  modesty^ 
have  pronounced  him  afraid  to  meet  you  I 
You  doubt  his  intentions  ttf  invade.  Look 
to  his  levie^ofseamenyand  his  other  novel 
preparations.  Hear  his  threats— But  yo* 
believe  the  thing  tq  be  impracticable.*^ 
Examine  his  means,  and  recollect  your 
own  history  I  Have  you  not  heard  from 
the  first  lord  of  the  Admiralty,  th«t  the 
labours  of  tbe  enemy  to  complete  hit 
navy  are  incessant,  that  b®  has  nearly 
ready  for  sea  sixty-four  sail  of  the  line-i« 
that  commanding  all  the  naval  resources 
and  most  of  the  ports  of  Europe,  it  would 
be  "  idle  to  question  his  capability  of  rett* 
dering  himself  formidable  as  a  naval 
power.''  You  have  frequently  experieno* 
ed  the  gallantry  of  the  seamen  of  Hol- 
land, France,  and  Spain,  to  whom  those  of 
Sweden  and  Denmark  do  not  yield — those 
of  Genoa  and  Venice  have  also  had  their 
day  ;  why  not  again  ?  Greece  and  her 
islands  have  hitherto  furnished  abundance 
of  seamen  to  the  fleets  of  Turkey  and 
Russia.  All,  or  the  greater  part  of  these 
countries,  are  under  the  absolute  control 
of  Buonaparte. 

We  have  been  lately  more  succesifid 
than  usual  on  the  continent,  because  we 
have  applied  more  of  our  physical  strength. 
The  enemy  has  been  less  so,  from  not 
having  been  able  to  direct  all  his  energieo 
to  one  point,  as  in  his  former  wars.  Our 
success,  then,  and  the  enemy's  retreat^ 
prove  the  truth  of  my  position,  which  is» 
not  that  numbers  will,  and  always  have 
been  victorious,  but  that  without  a  cer* 
tain  strength  it  is  impossible  to  succeed* 
Such  troops  as  gained  the  battles  of  Tal»» 
vera,  Barrosa,  and  those  of  Portugal,  can* 
not  be  too  confidently  relied  upon,  hot 
they  should  not  be  devoted  in  small  num- 
bers, where  their  heroism  only  can  be 
proved.  Buonaparte  has  hitherto  wagoi 
successful  wars  against  the  corrupt  and 
feeble  governments  of  Europe,  who 
mouldered  at  his  very  touch,  bntlie  never 
before  was  engaged  in  a  contest  with  n 
whole  people,  who  have  no  government  to 
sell  or  betray  them.  One  district  may  bo 
heM  in  subjection  by  the  presence  of  aa 
army,  meanwhile  the  neighbouring  pro» 
vince  rites.  This /species  of  warfiu*e  im 
other  ttmea  would  have  exhausted  any  m^ 
vading  nation.  Such  a  contest,  woHoh^ 
nfegeo,  may  yet  provo  too  niuch)efen  fcr 
BuonapMli. 
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Tb^re  never  vru  m  period  io  the  history 
of  this  country  when  the  onion  of  political 
and  military  knowledge  were  so  necessary, 
or  might  be  so  advantageously  exerted  in 
the  councils  of  the  naiion,  at  at  the  pre- 
lent  boor,  '*  this  important  hour/'  per- 
haps "  the  very  crisis  of  oor  fate/'  We 
have  reason  to  feel  somewhat  of  confi* 
dence,  which  we  have  not  had  for  some 
time,  not  so  much  owing  to  what  we 
/  have  ourselves  achieved.as  m  consequence 
of  the  serious  difficulties  in  which  the  ene- 
my hai  involved  himself,  but  we  must  not 
believe  those  who  say  he  will  abandon  his 
views  in  Spain.  Such,  under  bis  difficul- 
ties, might  be  the  conduct  of  a  Bourbon 
—a  legitimate  prince,  who  might,  with- 
out risk,  retire  within  his  hereditary  do- 
minions ;  but  he  who  has,  by  his  sword, 
possessed  himself  of  the  Empire  of  the 
West,  and  is  encircled  by  those  he  has  de- 
spoiled, cannot  venture  to  retrograde — he 
most  prove  himself  invincible,  or  relin-^ 
quish  every  thing. 

We  are  checked  in  all  our  sanguine  ex- 
pectations, by  the  apprehensions  of  the 
cautious,  and  the  financial  calculations  of 
the  economical,  and  every  suggestion  for 
opposing  an  effectual  resistance  to  the 
power  of  France,  is  met  by  a  reference  to 
the  already- protracted  length,  the  fre- 
quent failures,  and  burthensome  nature  of 
the  contest.  I  am  aware  of  this ;  but  I 
am  convinced,  that,  however  unwisely  we 
have  hitherto  conducted  the  war,  we  pos- 
sess the  means  to  act  otherwise — and  if  it 
be  admitted  that  we  cannot  make  peace 
with  safety,  the  w&r  should  be  carried  on 
with  energy,  unless  we  would  have  the 
power  of  Britain  crouch  to  that  of  France. 
It  is,  then,  incumbent  on  os  at  length 
to  put  forth  oor  strengtb^if  we  do  not, 
then  indeed  will  all  our  former  exertions 
have  been  rendered  wholly  unprofitable. 
I  admit  oor  expenditure  hitherto  to  have 
been  immense — in  many  instances,  profli- 
gate and  useless !  What  sums  have  there 
not  been  expended  since  17Q3,  on  coast 
and  insular  expeditions,  and  on  some 
most  wild  continental  ones,  many  of 
which  have  not  been  enumerated  !  How 
many  millions  in  subsidies,  some  of  them 
most  objectionable — in  foreign  levies*^ 
home  fortifications,  quite  unnecessary— 
barrackif  and  other  whims!— A  small 
part  of  these  sums  would  have  enabled  os 
to  have  acted  as  principals,  most  forroi« 
dable,  too,  on  the  continent.  We  have 
been  reminded  of  the  war  system  of  oor 
ancestors^that  we  should  adhere  t^  that. 


and  depend  on  oor  navy*  U  it  idle  to 
look  for  prtfoedents  in  timet  qoito  ditsi* 
milar  to  those  in  which  we  live.  .Our 
ancestors  knew  no  such  dangers  at  thciae 
to  which  we  are  exposed.  I  have  lament* 
ed  the  division  and  nusapplication  of  our 
force,  and  have  expressed  a  wish  for  con* 
centrated,  formidable  attacks — for  war  with 
energy,  not  as  we  have  waged  it — war 
with  no  partial  views,  but  comprehending 
the  interests  of  the  civilized  world — war, 
as  the  soldiers  of  a  great  empire,  not  at 
the  pirates  of  a  petty  state ! 

It  is  evident  from  a  retrospect  of  oar 
proceedings,  since  the  commenGement 
of  the  war,  that  we  have  never  been  in 
sufficient  force  on  the  continent,  and  on 
reference  to  the  Army  Estimates  of  each 
year,  it  appears,  that  we  have  not  em- 
ployed in  our  continental  expeditions,  any 
thing  like  the  quantum  offeree,  which  the 
military  establishments  of  the  coantry 
enabled  us  to  employ-^tbat  we*  have  never 
bsen  at  the  moment,  nor  at  any  point, 
where  supposing  success  to  have  attended 
our  arms,  we,  or  our  allies,  could  have 
essentially  benefited ;  that  we  have  never 
anticipated,  but  have  always  awaited  ia 
stupid  gaze  the  coming  of  events ;  that 
we  have  therefore  never  prepared  before 
hand;  that  we  have  seldom  had. a  fixed 
plan  of  our  own,  but  have  usually  looked 
to  the  enemy  for  our  motions  ;  that  of 
such  plans  as  we  had  devised,  and  attempt*> 
ed  tbe  execution,  most  of  them  were  con- 
ceived in  utter  ignorance ;  some  accom- 
plished, and  others  sought  to  k>e  accom- 
plished, in  violation  of  si^emn  treaties, 
and  the  most  sacred  principles  of  the  laws 
of  nations!  We  have  lost  the  finest  oppor- 
tunities !  We  have  exhausted  oonelves  ia 
a  vast  variety  of  insular,  and  some  purely 
buccanneering  expeditions,  which  have 
thrown  a  deceitful  colouring  of  glory  on 
our  arms,  and  which  appear  to  &ve  en* 
riched,  while,  in  fact,  they  have  impoverw 
ished  the  state,  and  deceived  the  people  witk 
an  appearance  of  security,  strength,  and 
prosperity,  entirely  fictitioos.  Bot  this  it 
not  the  moment  for  complaint,  the  patt  it 
irretrievable— the  future  is  vet  oor  own!  I 
cannot  conceal  from  the  noose  my  con* 
viction,  that  this  contest,  sustained  in  tbe 
manner  in  which  we  are  now  carrying  it 
oo«  cannot  fail  to  terminate  fauUy.  At 
this  moment  the  efficient  force  under  lord 
Wellington  is  over-rated  at  25/XX)mett. 
It  is  also  divided,  and  opposed  by  soperior 
French  armies — these  armies»  certain  soon 
to  obtain  considerable    reiaforoenie&ts. 
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WhftC  tr»  ear  Titwt  ?.  For  th^  moment  we 
ere  taking  np  strong  positions  on  the  fron- 
tiers,  wheroj  at  immense  loss,  we  have  re* 
pdsed  the  enemy*  but  the  intentioa,  tlw 
liTowed  plan,  is  to  faH  back  to  our  post* 
lion,  when  the  enemy  shall  have  strength 
le  advance  tai*lerce»  and  to  re*occttpy  our 
Imes  io  the  neighbourhood  of  Lisbon, 
which  require  70^000  men  to  defend.  But 
ahonM  our  leases  continue  in  the  propor- 
tion that  they  have  been  sinee  the  open^ 
ing  of  this  eampaignb  and  oar  supplies  be 
aa  slowly  and  sparingly  famished  as  they 
have  been  since  the  commencement  of 
the  penibselar  war,  the  resirit  cannot  be 
probiemalkai,  bat  failare  the  asoit  com* 
plete  ii^ilable.  One  cannot  hear  with 
patience,  after  all  oar  boasted  facilities 
and  maritime  advantages,  and  the  great 
dificolties  under  which  the  enemy  carries 
on  hit  operations  in  the  peninsula,  that 
at  this  BMMnent,  while  we  possess  a  n»- 
mcroas  useless  cavalry,  at  home,  which 
we  colild  (as  it  were  m  a  moment)  trans- 
port to  the  opposite  shores,  we  are  greatly 
oat»nambered  even  in  that  arm.  One 
cannot  silently  hear  the  merit  of  such  an 
enemy  decried,  after  his  having  overcome 
aU  these  obetaelei^  and  recently  perform- 
ed some  of  the  most  difficolt  and  gallant 
aBilttarr  achievements,  such  as  the  retreat 
Irom  aantarem,  the  evacuation  of  AK 
meida,  with  the  destruction  of  that  fortress 
and  the  preserration  of  its  garrison :  and 
the  undaunted  heroism  displayed  in  the 
late  sanauinary  bauie,  where  on  the 
lieights  of  Albuera,  the  troops  of  the  two 
most  warlike  nations  of  the  earth  neTcr 
more  distinguished  themselves,  though 
ticiory  declared  in  favour  of  Briuin. 
The  hon.  gentleman  conchided  with  mo¥* 
ing  the  following  Resolution : 

'*  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
to  assoro  his  royal  highness  of  the  nn- 
fcigned  attachment  of  this  House  to  his 
person  and  government,  and  their  undi* 
minished  confidence  in  his  wisdom,  Tigoiir 
and  perseverance ;  the  display  and  exer- 
cise of  which  qoalfties  in  the  adm1nistra> 
tioD  of  the  aiiairs  of  this  empire  can  alone, 
mnder  the  blessing  of  Providence,  bring 
•he  arduous  contest  in  which  they  are  en> 

asd,  to  an  happy  and  glorious  termi- 
on« 
'<  That,  called  apen  as  this  Hoaas  has 
beeoi  io  impose  many  and  grievous  bar* 
dens  on  a  loyal,  padent,  and  aflfedionate 
people,  they  shoold,  ncrertheless,  fail  in 
Aeir  duly  towasds  tbenoMlfesi  bia  roynl 
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highness,  and  their  country,  if  they  did 
not  declare  their  firm  conviction,  tnatii 
is  by  additional  sacrifices  alone,  and  su* 
peradded  vigoar^  they  can  ever  hope  te 
bring  this  war  te  a  safe  and  honourable 
conclusion,  a  war,  unexampled  in  its  ex* 
tent  and  duration;  in  which  they  contend 
not  for  glory,  empire,  and  dommion,  but 
for  existence. 

**  If  their  efforts  have  been  great,  they 
must  be  still  greater;  if  their  sacrifioea 
have  been  many,  they  most  be  still  more 
numerous.  They  cannot  but  recollect^ 
that  ^thev  arm  mr  the  independence  of 
man  ^against  embattled  Europe,  awed  by 
the  amumed  aotbority,  and  subdued  by 
the  power  of  one  relentless  mind,  whose 
policyr  whose  ambidon,  whose  hope,  ia 
the  destruction  of  this  country,  and  all  ica 
proud  establishmenta, 

'^  Thatf  anxious  as  they  are  te  obtain  n 
durable,  a  safe,  and  honourable  peac4, 
they  can  see  no  means  of  obtaining  this 
inestimable  good,  but  in  the  vigorom  pns- 
secntion  of  the  war,  in  a  strict  economy 
c»f  allthe  reasaining  resources,  in  an  in^ 
dissoluble  union,  by  one  common  nitcresly 
of  every  clam  of  bis  Majesty's  subjects^ 
and  in  military  eibrta  proportionate  te 
the  daheer,  and  HaHted  alone  by  the  tair 
tent  and  powers  of  esertioo,  which  are  te 
be  found  in  this  empire* 

*«  That,  in  common  with  all  his  Me* 
jesty's  iaithfiil  subjecu,  they  have  to  la- 
ment former  failores,  and  te  rejoice  at 
present  successes.. 

"  That,  in  this  protracted  warfare,  much 
hae  occarrod  to  instruct  igoorsnce,  and 
chastise  presooiption,  and  a  great  deal  to 
mspire  hope^  and  ftttare  confidence.  That 
if  aomethmg  has  been  done,  much  rew 
maina  to  be  periermed,  which  can  never 
be  accooqdished  without  the  most  sfdi- 
fast  regard  and  attention  to  those  fixed 
and  immotable  military  pinciples,  with- 
out which  exertion  mast  be  osetess,  and 
ceorage  itself  naavailhig.'' 

The  CkauxUar  pf  the  Bg^eqtur  said,  H 
was  not  his  intention  to  take  up  much  of 
the  time  of  the  Roose.  He  assured  the 
hon.  gent,  that  in  what  be  bad  for- 
merly stated  retpectine  the  views  enter* 
uined  by  bi»  Majestjni  government,  he 
bad  never  designed  to  undervalue  the 
force  and  the  power  of  the  enem^.  U 
had  never  been  in  his  contemplation  to 
represent  the  French  army  as  degraded,  bei 
upon  comparing  it  in  the  sute  to  which  it 
was  reduced  by  recent  eyents,  with  that 
degree  of  estioMioM  ift  wbidt  it  woa  bcfcie 
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net  sam  of  S50I.  or  tbereaboats ;  tnd  thtt, 
from  the  sitnation  of  affairs  in  Europe, 
whereby  th^  Commercial  intercoorse  with 
the  GODtinoBi  became  greatly  interrapt^d, 
the  Petitioner  has  been  preTenked  from 
executing  orders  which  he  receit ed  from 
the  continent  for  building  several  Life 
BoatSj  and  for  which  he  had  pro? ided  ibe 
pecassary  materials^  that' he  has  since  been 
obliged  to  confert  to  other  purposes,  at  a 
great  loss;  and  that  the  Petitioner,  having 
for  upwards  of  twenty  ytars  almost  ex- 
clusively employed  his  time  and  attention 
towards  improving  the  construction  and 
promoting  and  facilitating  the  use  of  the 
life  Boat,  his  former  trade  or  business  of 
ft  boat  buUderwas  necessarily  sacrificed  in 
the  ardent  pursuit  of  these  objects,  and  the 
building  or  life  Boats  having  now,  for 
some  time  past,  been  almost  suspended, 
the  Petitioner  finds  himself  deprived  of 
any  adequate  OMans  of  support;  and  that 
the  remuiieratioiji  which  the  Petitioner  has 
received  from  the  public,  and  the  profits 
which  he  has  received  fr^m  the  building 
of  Life  Boats,  after  deducting  bis  necessary 
expences,  and  making  a  reasonable  allow* 
anco  for  the  loss  of  his  trade,  have  not,  ac* 
cording  to  the  best  computation  which  the 
Petitioner    is    able    to   make,    hitherto 
yielded  to  the  Petitioner  any  clear  profit 
'  or  emolument,  or  if  any,  only  of  very  in- 
considerable  value  or  amount;  and  pray- 
ittg,  that  the  House  will  be  pleased,  in 
consideration  of  the  premises,  to  grant 
some  fqrther  remuneration  to  the  Peti- 
tioner.'' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 


"  BOUSE  OF  LOml»S« 

Tuady,Jme  IL 

DtSTfLLBiiis.lf  Earl  BmAttrU  moved 
the  second  reading  of  the  Irish  Duties  and 
Drawbacks  BiU. 

The  Earl  of  iMudardak  expressed  his 
ftstBoiahment  that  the  noble  earl  had  not 
given  some  explanation  on  the  subject  of 
iIms  Bill,  containing,  as  it  did,  a  clause 
ruinous  to  the  Distilleries  of  this  country. 

Earl  iWhMf n  contended,  that  the  noble 
earl's  objection  only  applying  to  a  parti- 
cular clause,  the  time  for  discussing  it  was 
m  the  Committee,  and  that  to  the  principle 
of  the  Bill  there  could  be  no  objection,  iu 
•hject  being  the  Minoal  continuation  of 
the  kish  Duties,  which  would  esspire  on 
ihotftlioCJuly. 


The  Earl  of  Ltuierdak  recurred  to  wha^ft 
he  bad  stated  on  a  former  day,  on  tb« 
clause  relative  to  the  Drawback  on  Spirits 
exported  from  Ireland  to  Great  Britaio^ 
and  observed  that  by  the  operation  of  thin 
clause,  the  Irish  distiller  would  be  nc* 
tuallv  enabled  to  land  hie  spiriu  m 
LondoD  at  an  expence  anHiunting  to  lOdL 
less  per  gallon  than  the  prieie  cost  of  « 
gallon  of  spirits  manufactured  here.  It 
was  evident,  therefore,  that  the  distillers  ia 
Great  Britain  would  be  thus  rendered 
wholly  unable  to  sell  their  spirits^  and 
must  suspend  the  working  of  their  dtsUW 
leriea.  He  was  aware  that  government, 
conscious  of  the  evil  which  would  thns  be 
inflicted,  had  preparedanolber  Bill,  which 
was  now  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
the  object  of  which  was  to  suspend  the 
drawbacks  in  England  and  Scotland  until 
the  next  session ;  but  this  also  would  be 
a  great  evilj  as  the  Dtstillera,  particularly 
in  Scotland,  had  not  capiul  enough  to  go 
on  under  such  circumstances.  His  object, 
therefore,  was  to  postpone  the  second  read* 
ing  of  this  Bill,  until  the  other  came  up 
from  the  Commons,  that  they  might  bnve 
both  Fills  before  them ;  and  with  that  view 
moved  to  postpone  the  second  reading  till 
this  day  se'nnight. 

Earl  Batkurst  observed,  that  if  the  clause 
now  objected  to  was  not  agreed  to,  the 
Irish  Distiller  would,  as  the  law  now  stood, 
be  entitled  to  a  greater  drawback  than  he 
would  under  this  clause,  and  the  evil  com- 
plained of  would  of  course  be  the  greater. 
He  thought  the  proper  time  for  discussing 
the  remMy  for  the  evil  would  bt  when  the 
other  BiU  came  up  from  the  Commons,  mnd 
therefore  objected  to  delaying  the  progress 
of  the  present  Bill. 

The  Earl  of  Rtmfyn  strenuously  recom- 
mended the  propriety  of  adjourning  the 
second  reading,  till  they  could  have  the 
whole  of  this  measure  before  them. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  considered  all  the 
objections  suggested  as  applicable  to  the 
provisions,  and  not  to  thej>rinciple  of  the 
Bill,  mid  therefore  theyWorded  nC  reason 
why  they  should  postpone  the  second 
reading. 

After  a  few  words  from  Earls  Spencer 
and  Lauderdale,  in  favour  of  the  postpone- 
ment,  the  question  was  pot,  that  the  Bill 
be  *'  now"  read,  and  the  House  divided-^ 
Contents,  2'i,  Proxies  S2  ;--54.  Not  Con- 
tents 21,  Proxies  20;«*>4l.  Mtijerity  IS. 
The  Bill  was  then  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  Lo  conuiutled  on  Tbundmy. 


501] 


rmh  Soad  ad  hridft  KU. 


JvnzU,  lin. 


[5»i 
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Tlcodoy,  June  11. 

Pbrth  Road  and  Bridge  Bill.]  Sir 
P.  Marray  moved  the  third  reading  of  the 
above  Bill. 

Mr.  Abefcrtmby  opposed  the  motion>  on 
die  ground  that  two  of  the  Standing  Orders 
oF  the  House,  as  they  respected  this  Bill^ 
had  not  been  complied  with.  One  of  these 
directed,  that,  when  a  Bill  of  this  descrip- 
tion was  brought  in,  it  should  be  aiccom* 
panied  with  a  list  of  subscriptions  to  effect 
the  object,  and  estimates  of  the  expencea  ; 
the  second  directed,  that  all  tliose  whose 
estates  were  likely  to  be  atfected  by  the 
Bill  should  be  supplied  with  maps,  pointing 
out  any  probable  alteration.  The  Bill  was 
inteiided  to  repeal  several  Turnpike  acts 
then  in  force  in  Perthshire,  and  to  give  to 
fli  number  of  new  trustees  the  control  of 
the  old  trusts.  It  would  also  authorise  thV 
forming  no  less  than  15  new  lines  of  road, 
where  at  present  no  turnpike  existed,  and 
would  also  ff rant  liberty  to  erect  eight  new 
bi-idges.  It  had  been  asserted,  that  there 
was  no  necessity  to  produce  plans  and  es- 
timates, as  they  were  only  proceeding 
on  the  foundation  of  the  old  trust,  and 
therefore  the  Standing  Orders  did  not 
apply.  But,  he  submitted  to  the  House, 
whether  plans,  estimates,^  and  subscrip- 
tions, were  not  particularly  desirable,  when 
the  extensive  powers  contained  in  the  Bill 
to  form  new  lines  of  road,  and  new  bridges, 
were  considered.  The  House,  he  thought, 
ought  to  give  some  opinion  as  to  the  ne- 
cessity, in  &uch  a  case,  of  complying  with 
the  Standing  Orders. 

Sir  P,  Murray  was  sorry  that  such  an 
objection  should  be  brought  forward  in 
that  stage  of  the  business.  The  Bill  was 
Sanctioned,  after  the  most  mature  consi- 
deration, by  the  great  body  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Perthshire,  one  of  the  most 
popular  counties  in  Scotland.'  The  very 
persons  who  now  petitioned  against  certain 
parts  of  the  Bill  hid  formerly  declared 
their  assent ;  nor  were  their  estates  likely 
to  be  at  all  injured  by  the  Bill,  which,  in 
fact,  would  be  a  great  public  benefit. 
Inhere  had  been  no  intention  whatever  to 
evada  the  Standing  Orders  of  the  House : 
if  that  char{;e  could  be  substantiated,  it 
would  be  sufficient,  of  itself,  to  defeat  the 
Bill.  In  fact,  no  such  intention  was  en- 
tertained, but  it  yvas  conceived  that  plans 
and  estimates  were  not  necessary,  when 
there  were  an  existing  trust,  and  existing 
roads.    However,  .an  engineer  had  been 
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employed  to  form  estimates  add'  plans  ot 
the  new  roads.  They  were  noW  ready, 
and«  he  hoped,  would  prove  satisfactory, 
though  not  produced  exactly  at  the  period 
prescribed  by  the  Standing  Order. 

General  Tarletmi  contended,  that  tba 
Standing  Orders  had  not  been  combliea 
with,  ne  denied  that  the  ||reat  body  of 
landholders,  in  the  county  of  Perth,  wcra 
in  favour  of  the  Bill.  The  earl  of  BreadaU 
bane  and  Mr.  Borrell,  who,  he  believed^ 
owned  two  of  the  largest  estates  in  tht 
county,  were  hostile  to  it. 

Sir  John  AnstnUher  said,  it  was  admitted 
that  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Perthshire 
contemplated  the  measure  as  one  of  great 
importance.  The  terms  in  which  tha 
Standing  Order  was  couched,  being  in 
some  degree  ambiguous,  a  variety  ot  con* 
structions  had  at  different  times  been  put 
on  it,  and  the  parties  having  now  procurea 
plans  and  estimate's,  which  were  then  4i 
facto  before  them,  he  hoped  the  Hooaa 
would  not  stop  the  further  proceeding  with 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  D.  GUify  expressed  a  wish  to  hav« 
the  Speaker's  opinion  on  the  subject. 

ThoJ$)(aJbrobserved,. that  the  objection! 
against  0ie  Bill  were  twofold ;  first,  as  i( 
weni  to  alter  a  turnpike,  wiii>out  estimates. 
Ice.  being  produced,  which.  If  noticed  aC 
an  earlier  p^iod,  would  have  been  fatal  ^ 
and,  2dly,  tlyit  it  gave  a  right  of  formine 
15  new  linea  of  road,  and  altering  and 
varying  them.  With  respect  to  the  first 
point,  as  it  appeared  evidently  to  have  ori« 
ginated  in  mistalce,  as  the  plans  ^hd  esti- 
mates had  been  u^imately  produced^  and 
as  the  objection  was  made  at  so  late  a  pe- 
riod, perhaps  the  House  would  not  tliiui^ 
that  sufficient  to  prevent  the  third  readings 
But  the  great  point  for  the  considemtioo 
of  the  House  was,  whether  they  would 
agree  to  the  passmg  of  a  Bill,  granting 
leave  to  open  15  oisw  lines  of  road,  without 
the  parties  interested  being  apprised  of 
their  intended  course.  For  this  the  Stand* 
ing  Order  of  1 807  expressly  provided^  aa 
itdirected  that  thepartiesconcerntd  should 
be  informed,  by  a  map,  of  the  direction  of 
any  intended  road.  If  the  Bill  were  agreed 
to,  it  would  give  to  the  parties,  fo/2}  years^ 
a  right  of  infringing  on  the  estates  of 
many  persons  in  Perthshire,  without  aft 
fording  them  the  necessary  information. 

Sir  P.  Murray  observed,  that  the  powers 
of  alteration  were  similar  to  those  containedi 
in  every  7*arnpike  Bill,  and  extended  only 
300  yards  from  thfe  level  road.  The  turn* 
pike  road  act»  at  present  existing  in  Perth* 

(2  0) 


S6S]    HOUSB  OF  COMMONS,        parliamentary  Rrfarm^Kmi 


[564: 


•hire,  would  expire  on  the  last  day  of  this 
•ession  ;  and  if  the  present  measure  were 
tiQt  agreed  to,  much  inconvenience  would 
be  the  result. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  perhaps  the  inroad 
bf  300  yards  ^ade  on  a  gentleman's  es* 
tate,  might  include  that  very  part  of  it 
which  he  prized  most.  The  old  act  could 
not  lie  renewed  for  a  year,  which  would 
enable  the  parties  to  bring  forward  a  proper 
Bill. 

Mr.  Adam  thought  the  roost  advisable 
nvay  would  be  to  adjourn  the  debate  till 
Thursday  next.  ,  In  the  interim,  the  objec- 
tionable parts  of  the  Bill  could  be  ex- 
pungedj  and  those  which  were  not  opposed, 
might  be  sufi'ered  to  remain. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Huskission, 
Mr.  Abercromby,  and  sir  John  Anstruther, 
the  debate  was  adjourned,  tn  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Speaker,  until  ko-morrow«  to 
give  the  parties  time  to  confer  together. 

Paeliamentary  Reform— Kent  Peti- 
tion.] Mr.  Whiibread  said,  he  understood 
the  right  honourable  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls  had,  during  his  absence  from  the 
House,  on  Saturday,  contradicted  a  report 
which  he  had  noticed  in  bis  speech  on  the 
preceding  evening.  Perhaps  he  ought 
lo  apologise  for  having  brought  forward 
the  question,  which  was  agitated  on  that 
evening,  during  the  absence  of  his  ho* 
4)oor ;  but,  as  he  was  present  in  the  tarly 
part  of  the  afternoon,  and  as  it  was  gene* 
berally  understood  that  the  question 
would  come  on,  he  trusted  he  would  be 
absolved  from  any  blame  in  that  respect. 
He  was  not  aware  of  the  extent  of  the 
contradiction  ;  if  it.  went  to  deny  the  ex- 
istence of  any  difiference  of  opinion  in  h^r 
Majesty's  council,  he  shonld  be  extremely 
glad  to  hear  it,  as  it  was  of  very  great  im- 
portance to  the  public.  He  would  not 
trouble  the  House  with  any  further  ob- 

Jervations  on  this  subject,  but  would  beg 
eave  to  present  a  Petition  from  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  county  of  Kent,  on  the  ques- 
tion of  Parliamentary  Reform.  (A  laugh.) 
/The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  expressed 
4&mt  surprise  at  the  two  very  dissimilar 
•ubjectSy  which  the  hon.  gent,  had  in 
9ome  degree  blended  together.  With  re- 
aped to  the  observation  he  had  made,  as 
to  tbe  contradiction  given  by  his  learned 
friend,  he  could,  from  his  recollection  of 
the  circumstance,  say,  that  that  contradic- 
tion was  as  full  and  complete  as  it  possi- 
bly could  be — ^not  only  with  respect  to  a 
iivision  of  voices^  on  a  particular  fact*  that 


of  his  Majesty's  resumption  of  the  royal 
functions,  but  in  relation  to  any  divisioo 
on  any  subject  whatever.  Points  ua* 
doubtedly  might  have  been  discussed,  but 
no  dissention  had  prevailed. 

Mr.  Whiibread  said,  he  was  pleased  to 
hear  that  there  was  txq  foundation  for  the 
report  which  had  reached  him,  under  such 
circumstances  as  induced  him  to  give  it  a 
degree  of  credit. 

'the  Petition,  purporting  to  be  a  Peti- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Kent,  in  fall  county  meeting  assembled, 
was  then  presented  and  read;  setting 
forth, 

"  That  the  Petitioners,  conscioos  of 
the  .rights  they  possess  of  addressing 
and  petitioning  the  House  upoa  all 
public  affairs,  and  impelled  by  a  hi^b 
Sense  of  the  duty  they  owe  to  themselves 
and  to  their  country,  beg  leave  to  lay  be- 
fore the  House  their  opinions  and  senti* 
ments  on  the  present  defective  state  of  the 
Representation  of  thb  People;  that  to  th« 
wisdom  and  justice  of  the  original  desi^ 
of  convening  in  parliament  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  to  deliberate  and  co> 
operate  with  the  sovereign  and  the  peers 
upon  every  question  of  national  concern, 
the  Petitioners  give  their  unqualified  ap- 
probation ;  but,  when  they  take  into  their 
consideration  the  decay  of  some  boroughs, 
once  prosperous  and  well  peopled,  the 
rise  and  flourinhing  condition  of  others 
formerly  of  little  note ;  when  they  reflect 
upon  the  effects  of  the  heavy  and  insup- 
portable  expence  of  elections,  which  closes 
the  doors  of  the  Hotise  to  many  of  the  best 
friends  of  their  country,  and  ruba  it  of 
their  faithful  service ;  when  the  Petitioners 
think  of  these  things,  they  are  of  opinion 
that  the  House  is  at  this  time  by  no  means 
a  fair  representation  of  the  people  ;  and, 
from  the  manner  in  which  a  large  portion 
of  the  individual  members  obtain  and  ae« 
cure  their  seats  in  the  House,  they  cannot 
but  infer  that  that  high  and  sacred  office^ 
intended  for  the  public  service,  is  fre-^ 
quently  sought  for  and  procured  by  uo* 
constitutional  means,  and  is  too  often  per- 
verted from  its  original  design,  and  ren- 
dered subservient  to  prorate  ends;  to  this 
cause  the  Petitioners  ascribe  the  greatest 
part  of  the  national  calamities  they  now 
have  to  deplore,  the  mean  principles  and 
narrow  views  which  have  too  long  go- 
verned the  councils  of  the  cabinet,  the 
false  ambition  and  little  intrigues  of  its 
members,  the  continuance  of  a  system  of 
expenditure  lavish  beyond  example,  the 
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many  disgraceful  expeditions  in  which 
the  blood  and  treasure  of  the  cnantry 
have  been  too  prodigally  wasted,  the  de- 
cisions of  the  House  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  general  sentimenis  of  the  nation,  tlie 
unwillingness  hitherto  evinced  by  the 
House  to  promote  enquiry  into  or  correct 
the  abuses  in  the  representation,  an  un- 
willingness which  cannot  fail'to  excite 
their  distrust,  and  to  diminish  the  respect 
the  Petitioners  owe  to  the  name  and  func- 
tions of  the  House,  and  they  deplore  parii- 
cotarly  one  instance  of  this  unwillingness 
of  which  they  complain,  in  the  rejection 
of  a  motion  made  in  ihe  last  session  of 
parliament  by  one  of  the  members  of  the 
county  of  Herts,  as  that  motion,  bad  it 
been  adopted,  must  necessarily  have 
brought  before  a  Committee  a  full  enqairy 
into  the  present  defective  state  of  the  re- 
presentation of  the  people,  and  thereby 
have  led  to  a  substantial  reform  in  the 
Commons  House  of  Parliament,  so  essen- 
tial to  the  salvation  of  the  state,  by  re- 
storing the  blessings  of  a  free  constitution, 
thibt  inestimable  inheritance  transmitted 
to  OS  by  the  wisdom  and  intrepidity  of  our 
ancestors;  and  that  the  times  demand 
this  open  avowal  of  the  sentiments  of  the 
Petitioners,  and,  in  the  language  employed 
to  convey  tbem,  they  intend  no  disrespect, 
though  they  are  persuaded  that  no  wurds 
can  be  too  strong  to  express  their  feelings 
on  this  occasion ;  therefore  they  most 
earnestly  intreat  the  House  to  unaertake, 
before  it  is  too  late,  in  a  true  and  cordial 
apirit,  the  measure  of  .Reform^  upon  prin- 
ciples whichy  by  conciliating  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people,  and  restoring  to  the 
House  its  due  weight  and  character,  may 
rescue  the  country  from  domestic  discord, 
and  secure  it  from  the  foreign  foe,  give 
stability  to  the  throne,  and  perpetuate  the 
constitution/' 

Mr.  WhMrtad  moved  that  the  Petition 
do  lie  on  the  table,  and  stated,  that  he 
heartily  concurred  in  the  object  of  the 
prayer,  and  that  his  opinion  was  as  strong 
as  it  had  ever  been,  confirmed,  not  weak- 
ened by  reflection  and  experience,  that 
there  was  nq  chance  of  salvation  to  the 
political  interests  of  the  country,  except 
throng h  a  Reform  in  Parliament. 

Sir  K  KnaiehbuU  did  not  mean  to  op* 
pose  the  petition  being  received,  although 
he  had  some  doubts  in  his  own  mind  as  to 
the  legality  of  the  meeting  at  which  it 
had  been  agreed  to.  The  high  sheriff 
bad  convened  a  meeting  of  tne  inha- 
bitants of  Keat  only-*by  which  meaoi  a 
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number  of  persons  who  were  freeholders^ 
though  not  inhabitants,  were  prevented 
from«attending  at  Maidstone,  where  the 
meeting  was  held.  Therefore,  he  con* 
ceiv^d,  that  this  petition  did  not  speak 
the  sense  of  the  great  body  of « Kentish 
freeholders.  He  certainly  had  been  at 
that  meeting— >but  hishon.  colleague  (Mr. 
Hony wood}  was  debarred,  by  illness,  rrooi 
attending.  His  son,  however,  had,  on  be- 
half of  his  father,  expressed  his  willing- 
ness to  present  the  Petition.  He  need  not 
state,  particularly,  what  had  occurred  at 
that  meeting,  as  the  newspapers  gave  a 
full  and  accurate  account.  lie  again  ob- 
served, that  although  he  did  not  mean  to 
object  to  the  Petition,  9til)  he  denied  that 
it  contained  the  sentiments  of  the  majo- 
rity of  the  Kentish  freeholders. 

Mr.  Cakrqft  observed,  that  the  meeting 
was  one  of  the  inhabitants,  not  the  free- 
holders exclusively  of  the  county  of  Kent ; 
and  on  this  account  he  had  himself  felt 
some  scruple  at  attending,  in  consequence 
of  his  not  being  a  resident  in  the  county. 
He  had  read  the  report  of  the  proceediiig.% 
and  in  it  be  conceived  there  were  some 
excellent  speeches  in  favour  of  reform, 
and  others,  as  he  conceived,  not  so  ex- 
cellent, against  it.  In  looking  at  the 
signatures  to  the  Petition,  he  saw  also 
the  names  of  many,  to  bis  own  know* 
ledge,  most  respectable  persons,  and 
was  satisfied  that  the  prevailing  senti- 
ment in  the  coonty  accorded  with  his 
own.  that  a  reform  was  essential  to  thf 
best  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Brand  declared  himself  happy  to 
see  this  Petition  presented  to  the  House» 
because  it  sought  for  a  constitutional  object 
in  a  constitutional  mauner,*and  was  drawn 
up  in  the  most  proper  and  decorous  Ian-' 
guage.  These  were  the  true  means  of  re-' 
covering  for  the  people  their  undoubted 
rights.  Much  difference  of  opinion  had 
unquestionably  prevailed  among  thoso 
who  were  the  most  anxious  for  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  great  end  ;  but  he 
could  .say,  that  any  difference  which 
might  have  occurred  between  himself  and 
others  on  this  subject  arose  from  bis  hav- 
ing modelled  his  ideas  by  the  standard  of 
the  constitution,  rather  than  by  any  theo- 
retical doctrines  of  original  or  primitive 
rights.  If,  however,  the  sense  of  tho 
counties  and  the;  opinions  of  the  inha-' 
bitantsof  the  kingdom  at  large,  vwas  not 
so  deciaive  and  unequivocal  us  he  believ- 
ed it  to  be  in  favour  of  parliamentary  re- 
forai«  still   he  conceived  it  to   b«  tbo 
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•toine^  aad  toon  after  to  tuffiir  a  velapse, 
befors  Ifae  parlianenl  alMNild  again  astern* 
hie,  the  Begcocy  Bill  wooid  be  extioct^ 
and  ererf  thing  muti  be  then  repeated, 
and  the  fM  aet  of  difficuliies  would  again 
occor.  Was  thti  a  state,  be  would  ask, 
ia  wbidi  it  was  the  duty  of  parltareent  to 
leave  the  country !  So  strongly  had  this 
consideration  impressed  itsell*  on  bis  Blind, 
that  he  had  deieroMned  to  call  the  atten* 
iMm  of  the  House  to  it,  and  would  there- 
fore moTe,  That  on  Thursday  next  it 
should  resoWe  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  to  consider  the  state  of 
the  Nation. 

«  The  Clumcdhr  ff  ike  Eatcksqiur  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  that  if  the  honour* 
able   gentleman  meant  to  propose  per- 
manent  means   for    supplying  any  oc- 
casional incapacity  in  the  executive  in 
future,  nothing  was  more   inexpedient, 
nothing  more  improper.    If  any  period 
was  proper  for  this,  it  was  net  surely  that 
in  which  the  crown  was  incapacitated. 
He  would,  indeed,  go  farther,  and  say,  that 
-it  was  improper,  prospectively,  at  any 
tjme  to  lay  down  rules  for  every  future 
recurrence,  and  that  it  was  better  that 
parliument  should  leave    the  considera* 
lion  of  the  qiMstion  to  the  government, 
that  it  might  establish  a  remedy  itself. 
The  farthest  that  be  should  be  inclined  to 
go,  would  be  a  provision  (os  parliament 
to  meet  within  a  given  tiase  amr  the  re- 
currence.   This,  in  his  opinion,  was  the 
utmost  extent  to  which  it  was  proper  to 
go.     But   if  it   was  thought   that  the 
provisions  to  be    adopted,  might   vary 
Infinitely  accordinc  to  the  esMtin^  cir- 
cumstances, it  would  be  vain  to  thmk  of 
anticipating    alt   those  circumstances  so 
aa  prospectively  to  establish  a  goveni- 
ment  fitted  to  each  -particular  case.    He 
thought  that  the  country  had  had  enough 
of  experience  already,  and  that  whatever 
regulation    future    circumstanoee   might 
make  it  necessary  to.  adept,  might  be  ef- 
CMted  with  very  slight  variations  from  the 
plans  already  acted  upon.    All  the  details, 
Dowever,  could  not  be  (breseen.    With 
this  view  of  the  eubject  he  shouhl  think 
that  parliament  could  not  entertain  the 
prasent  motion.    If  any  such  reffulations 
as  regarded  the  filure,  and  intended  to  be 
permanent,  wer^  even  to  be  made,  surely 
It  was  not  a  time  when  the  crown  was  in- 
capacitated that  they  were  to  be  made. 
It  was  necessary  to  have  the  superinten- 
dence of  the  crown  to  watch  over  its  own 
interestai^-The  Ho^ie  weuU  expeol  tbm 
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be  should  take  same  notica  of  the  report 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  |ent.  relative  to 
the  division  of  opinions  in  her  M ajesty*a 
council  on  the  subject  of  bis  Majesty's  re« 
covery.    He  did  not|know  that  such  divi* 
ciens  had  never  occurred.    They  might 
have  happened.    But  he  had  never  heard 
that  any  member  of  tlie  council  had  ever 
thought  his  Majesty  in  a  situation  to  re- 
sume the  government.    Upon  that  sub* 
ject,  however,  he  must  say,  that  he  had 
not  the  means  of  stating  precisely  the  opi» 
nions  of  the  members  of  the  council  oa 
the  subject,  except  in  so  far  as  they  had 
been  staled  in  conversation  from  time  to 
time;   but  be  could  say  he  had  never 
been  able  to  learn  from  them  that  anjr 
diversity  of  opinion  had  ever  prevailed  oa 
thia  subject.     No  doubt  some  of  then 
might  entertain  more  sanguine  expecta* 
taons  than  otKers  of  bis  Majesty's  speedy 
recovery ;  but  that  any  one  held  that  that 
complete  recovery  had  arrivedi  he  had 
never  yet  heard.**But  to  return  to  tho 
subject  before  them:  if  parliament  wae 
required  to  meet  within  a  certain  timo 
after  the  recurrence,  that  provision  was  o 
sufiicient  security.     The  hon.  gent,  had 
said,  that  parliament4pos8eased  no  secortt]^ 
against   their    being    prorogued.      Un« 
doubtedly  they  did  not  possess  any.    Ho 
thought  it  rather  extravagant*  however,  to 
suppose  that  any  one  should  presume  to  to* 
tereept  the  royal  authority  before    tho 
meeting   of  parliament.     If  parliament 
were  to  meet,  then,  no  doub^  difieront 
opinions  might  be  entertained  as  to  tho 
length  of  its  duratidn.    He  had  been  sup* 
posed  a  minister  potessed  of  a  degree  of 
oardihood  which  no  minister  befora  hiaa 
ever  possessed:  but  this  interception  waf 
supposing  a  degree  of  hardihood  which  no 
minister  would  presume  to  take  upon  hiou 
-«Witb  respect  to  the  supposed  diflcukieo 
which  would  arise  from  the  want  of  thia 
permanent  provision,  as  the  former  diaej»» 
sions  bad  ripened  into  an  act  of  porlia* 
ment»  there  might  be  some  difficult  as  to 
the  period  when  it  might  be  necessary  to 
act,  whether  it  should  be  sooner  or  Inter  | 
but  he  thought  there  could  be  little  dWei^ 
ence  of  opinion,  in  future,  as  to  tho  own* 
ner  of  proceeding.    He  thought,  thero« 
fore,  that  any  furtner  provision  than  that 
of  securing  the  meeting  of  parKaaMul  wilh* 
in  a  given  tiose  after  tho  recurrence,  erM 
supeduous  and  improper.    With  reenect 
to  the  question  respecting  the  poesibilttj 
of  the  erown  foiling  into  the  hande  of  a« 
infantt  if  there  wee  «o  poteen  btiiiostt  thai 
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itiliint  and  the  present  lOTeretgn,  it  would 
be  wise  to  do  what  had  been  already  done 
in  similar  cases;  but  in  forcner  times  the 
crown  had  itself  superintended  the  mak- 
ing of  such  provisions.  So  long,  there* 
loK,  as  two  lives  were  between  that  ififiint 
and  the  throne,  he  thought  it  would  be 
improper  to  call  for  the  consideration  of 
this  qoestion. 

Mr.  Baihur$i  observed,  that  the  asiem- 
bling  of  parliament,  in  the  event  of  the 
recurrence  of  his  Majeiity's  indisposition, 
was  provided  for  by  the  existing  act.  On 
that  groond,  and  on  that  ground  atone,  it 
appeared  to  him  not  necessary  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  to  take  any  steps  on  the 
aubject.  At  the  same  time  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  on  a  future  occasion  means 
sliould  be  taken  to  secure  the  assembling 
of  parliament  as  soon  as  possible  after  such 
an  event.  It  was  quite  impossible,  how- 
ever, that  parliament  should  lay  down 
before-hand,  all  which  it  might  be  proper 
4o  do  under  every  variety  of  circum- 
itancea. 

Mr.  GoiMMg  did  not  conceive  It  possible 
that  parliament  should  now  enact,  that 
parliaaMmt  should  not  be  at  any  time  pro- 
rogued. This  vras  one  of  the  functions  of 
ministers  for  which  they  were  responsible, 
nnd  for  all  abuses  of  this  sort,  ministers 
were  particularly  responsible.  But  to  enact 
BOW  thai  on  any  occasion,  parliament 
ahoutd  not  be  prorogued  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  crown,  was  to  change  one  of  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  the  constitntion»-tt 
was  en^ting  a  principle  which  might  be 
carried  hereafter>^  it  had  been  formerly 
carried,  to  a  most  dangerous  extent. 
When  a  case  occurred,  or  on  the  case  of 
recovery,    parliament   assembled,  would 

Erovide  for  the  recurrence.  His  right 
on.  friend  had  thought  it  enough  to  pro* 
vide  means  at  present  for  the  re*assem* 
bling  of  parliament;  but  he  wished  to 
add,  that  in  his  opinion,  parliament  ought 
to  provide;  what  had  hitherto  been  ano- 
malous ought  to  be  regular  in  future,  and 
the  settled  course  of  the  conntitolion.  He 
thought,  however,  that  the  diflerence  which 
existed  as  to  the  mode  of  supplying  the 
deBciency  of  the  executive  power,  should 
be  submitted  to  them  at  a  time  when  the 
executive  government  was  in  full  fiwce— 
when  the  consideration  of  the  question 
could  not  involve  the  nation  In  anarchy 
or  oonfusion— when  it  could  be  considered 
with  perfect  coolness,  and  not  with  the  heat 
of  party— and  when  it  could  bo  considered 
m  as  abstract  qnestieo«  compared  with. 


the  priomples  of  the  constitution,  and  witl| 
the  recent  practice.  They  shoold  then 
provide  that  parliament  shoold  meet  with** 
in  the  shortest  time  after  the  recnrrenoe» 
and  should  lose  no  time,  as  formerly.  The 
mode  was  of  little  importance  compared 
with  the  ascertaining  of  that  mode.  The 
discussion  which  took  place  about  the 
time  when  parliament  should  meet,  and 
the  mode  of  proceeding,  occupied  the 
greatest  part  of  the  time  of  parliament 
formerly.  If  this  was  settled,  all  that 
would  in  future  be  necessary  to  do  srould 
be  soon  accomplished.  He  thought  it  was 
impossible  to  take  a  view  beforehand  of 
all  possible  cases.  The  hon.  gentleman 
had  put  the  case  of  a  minor  with  the  duke 
of  York  at  the  head  of  the  army.  It  would 
he  quite  madness  in  the  House  of  Commona' 
to^ay  that  in  the  case  of  a  minor  the  duke 
of  York  shoold  have  'no  power  in  tho 
regency.  It  was  possible  to  discuss,  m 
case  in  which  all  hurry  might  be  against 
you,  and  yet  all  prudence  with  you.  Thia 
question  not  only  involved  all  the  princi* 
pies  of  our  government,  but  our  tempo- 
rary policy.  Again,  he  vras  not  prepared 
to  say,  that  in  case  of  the  discussion  anew 
of  the  question  of  regency  on  a  relapse, 
that  precisely  the  same  restrictions  should 
be  enacted,  and  yet  if  the  House  were  to 
go  into  a  Committee  that  qoestion  could 
not  be  avoided,  so  that  they  would  have  to 
fight  all  the  battles  of  thb  year  over  again, 
and  to  fight  them  over  again  hypothett* 
cally.  They  had  already'smarted  under  tho 
late  nights  and  long  debates  on  this  subject. 
In  the  legislature  parliament  could  not 
rej^ularly  take  cognisance  of  the  feelings 
oAhe  sovereign ;  the  crown  was  supposed 
to  bo  impassive  and  unfeeling ;  but  in  the 
present  case,  they  had  the  recorded  feel- 
ings of  the  Prince  Regent  on  this  subject; 
and. the  consequence  of  their  present  de* 
liberations  would  be  either  unnecessarily 
to  wound  the  feelings  of  his  royal  high- 
ness, or  to  come  to  a  Resolution  directly 
the  contrary  of  what  they  had  adopted  in 
the  very  same  session.  The  only  dUo 
that  could  justify  their  interference  in  thia 
respect,  wouhl  be,  that  his  Majesty  mtglit 
recover,  and  that,  during  that  recovery, 
the  duration  would  be  so  short  as  not  to 
adroit  of  reconsidering  the  qoestion. 

Mr.  IFkubreadt  m  reply,  thonght  the  do- 
claraiion  of  ministers  the  moat  miserable 
farce  ever  played  off  to  the  coontrTt  when 
not  sanciiuned  by  an  act  of  parliamenti 
He  thooght  the  right  hon.  gentleman  per* 
fiscUy  capaUe  of  frorogning  iastantly,  if 
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he  shoald  think  proper.    It  had  been  said 
that   there   woald  then  exist   justifiable 

f  rounds  for  arraigning  his  conduct,  but  he 
ad  always  found,    whatever   justifiable 
grounds  there  might  be  for  arraigning  the 
conduct  of  ministers,  these  grounds  never 
appeared  to  them  justifiable.      He  had 
fii»und  them  even  voting  on  such  arraigning 
•f  their  conduct,  in  favour  of  themselves, 
and  to  hoist  their  own  flags  when  con- 
scious that  if  their  own  votes  were  with* 
drawn  they  would  obtain  a  very  small 
Bftajority.      A  recent  case  had  shewn  him 
what  a  distinction  men  were  apt  to  make 
between  their  own  case  and  the  case  of 
others.     A  colonel  of  militia- lately  in  this 
House  was  in  a  minority  of  one,  voting  for 
an    investigation   into  his  own  conduct, 
mnd  this  mode  of  proceeding  was  received 
with,  acclamation  by  those  persons  who 
had  themaelves  behaved  so  very  difierent* 
ly.     What  aecurity  bad  the  country  in  the 
responsibility  of  ministers  }    They  might 
-  ^e    arraigned    and    arraigned,  but  they 
would  always  vote  that   there  were  no 
grounds  for  arraignment,  and  so  put  an  end 
10  the  proceedings.    With  xespect  to  the 
King's  feelings,  he  could  not  conceive  how 
a    mind    approaching  to   convalescence 
could  be  affected  with  knowing  that  in 
case  of  any  accident  parliament  should 
immediately  meet.     He  thought  the  pi*e- 
aent  time  peculiarly  favourable  to  the  con? 
aideration  of  this   subject,  when  men's 
minds  were  alive  to  it.    With  respect  to  the 
divisions  in  the  council,  he  had  certainly 
had  no  private  confidential  communication 
on  the  subject ;  but  he  had  obtained  the 
information  in  a  wav  that  he  could  not  dis- 
believe it*  especially  as  he  had  heard  the 
names  and  numbers  of  the  diviiion^and  he 
must  therefore  believe  it  to  be  true..   AU 
though  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  dumb 
as  to  the  subject  of  his.  Majesty's  health, 
and  dumb  as  to  the  reports  of  the  physi- 
cians-*at  least  if  he  said  any  thing  it  es^ 
eaped  him— ^e  did  not  roeian  to  say  that 
recovery  was  impossible.     Undoubtedly 
little  expectation  of  that  recovery  could 
now  be  entertained  by  any  rational  man 
vyho  was  not  sanguine  from  interesL    Sup^ 
posing,  however,  his  Majesty  should  re- 
cover, on  the  24th  of  July,  and  have  a  ra- 
Upse  on  the  24th  of  August,  there  was  no 
provision  in  the  act  of  parliament  relative 
to  that  recovery  and  relapse;  and  although 
in  the  hands  of  the  present  ministers  there, 
wi^  no  danger,  in  the  hands  of  future  mi- 
nisters much  mischief  might  happen.    One 


Committee  would  be  the  grounds  on  which 
the  physicians'  opinions  wefe  founded; 
for  the  country  was  informed  by  thecoan« 
cil,  on  the  authority  of  the  physicians, 
that  his  Majesty  had  made  a  material  pro* 
gress-  in  his  recovery  ;  till  at  last,  from 
progress  to  progress,  he  was  at  last  cast  a 
great  way  back.  If  they  were  not  a  na* 
tion  of  fool«,  the  physicians  ought  to  be 
obliged  to  state  the  grounds  for  their  epi* 
nion. 

Mr,  Pole  Cartio  supported  the  motion. 

The  House  then  divided—  * 

For  the  motion  •...•«..... ..22 

Against  it ,.i^4 

Major Ky  against  the  motion... «-72 

Petition  of  tue  Royal  Canal,  Com-^ 
PANY  IN  Ireland  For  relief.]     Mr.  IVcU 
Icsley  PoU  rose  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  Petition  of  the  Royal  Canal 
Company  in   Ireland.   [See  p.  278.]    He 
said  he  thought  it  necessary  to  make  the 
House  acquainted  with  their  affairs,  and 
accordingly  entered  into  a  history  of  their 
proceedings   since   its   establishment    in 
I7^P.'  From  the  advantages  likely  to  be 
derived  from  the  plan,  he  had  on  a  former 
application   been   in  favour  of  assisting 
them  in  the . prosecution  of  their  design 
with  a  grant  of  70,000/.     This  sum,  how* 
ever,  was  not  advanced,  in  consequence  oC 
the  representations  made  by  the  "  Grand 
Canal  Company."     It  was  not  till  their 
last  application  that  the  Irish  gevernment 
had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  state. 
of  their  affairs.     On  that  occasion,  the 
answer  given  by  the  lord  Keutenant  was, 
that  no  relief  could  be'  afforded,  till  the 
circumstances  of  the  concern,  from  be* 
ginning  to  end,  were  laid  before  the/  Di* 
rectors-general,  that  they  might  form  an 
opinion  on    the  subject.     On   this,  the 
whole  underwent  an  investigation  by  that 
Board,  in  consequence  of  which,  the  Peti- 
tion came  to  the  House,  which  be   now 
wished  to  have  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee.    It  appeared  that  the  Company 
had   been   allowed   by   their  charter   to 
create  a  stock,  to  the  amount  of  S00,000/. 
to  raise  loans  to  the  amount  of  what  they 
expended  of  their  capital,  but  not  to  raise 
by  loan  a  sum  exceeding  such  expendi- 
ture! and  they  were  prohibited  making  m 
dividend  but  on  their  dear  profits.    The 
sum  expended  of  their  capital  did  notei 
most    exceed,    172,000/.    but    they    had. 
borrowed  842,000/.    Their  income   vtas 
15,000/.  annually,  and  their  yearly  ex- 


of  thie  objects  to  be  ia(|uijr«d  into  in  tbe    penceswere  11,000/.    Thus  it  woiddbe. 
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ieen  the  mnoiial  surplus  of  their  fetrcnue ' 
wit  4,0001.  and  as  the  interest  of  tiieir 
debtonde  an  annual  charge  of  49>000/. 
the  returns  of  the  undertaking  were 
45,000/*  worse  than  nothing.  The  de- 
Kentores,  of  the  loan  borrowed  of  the 
beneiiers,  which  were  lOOf*  were  now 
telling  in  the  market  at  92/.  each,  and  if 
the  undertaking  were  carried  to  the  estent 
propoted,  those  most  saneuine  did  not 
think  that  in  18  yearti  and  after  expend- 
ing SOO^OOO/.  the  returns  would  exceed 
SOfiOOL  annually,  in  addition  to  the  pre- 
tent  rerenue.  His  principal  reason  for 
wishing  the  subject  referred  to  a  Com* 
toittee  was,  that  the  failure  of  the  under- 
taking would  greatly  distress  many  of  the 
share  holdert,  who  were  for  the  greater  part 
widotra,  or  persons  in  low  circumstances. 
He  ooncluaed  by  moving,  *'  That  the 
Petition  of  the  Royal  Canal  Company  of 
Ireland,  together  with  the  Report  of  the 
Director- general  on  the  subject  to  the  Lord 
lieatenant  of  Ireland,  be  referred  to  the 
censidcration  of  a  Committee  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  same,  and  report 
Ibeir  obtenrattons  thereon  to  the  House." 
The  motion  was  agieed  to« 
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Saturday,  June  8. 

State,  or  tbx  King's  Health.]  Im- 
aedtately  after  the  Speaker  had  taken  the 
chair. 

The  Mtuitr  qf  ihff  Rolls  rt)se,  and  ob- 
serred,  that  he  regretted  much  he  had  not 
been  in  the  House  last  night,'  when,  he 
was  given  to  understand,  an  hon.  member 
(Mr.  Whitbread)  bad  stated  that  there 
wasa  diTiston  in  the  Qoeeir'^  Council  with 
regard  to  the  state  of  his  Majesty^s  health ; 
some  of  the  members  being  of  opinion 
that  be  waain  a  state  to  resume  the  royal 
fttnctioos,  otliers  that  he  was  not.  As  he, 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  had  never  con- 
ceJTed  it  possible  that  such  a  report  could 
be  tn  circulation,  knowing  that  it  had 
no  existence  in  Bict,  he  could  not  suppose 
it  likely,  that  it  could  find  its  way  into  the 
koD.  member's  speech,  otherwise  he  should 
kavefielt  it  his  duty  to  be  in  his  place,  to 
gife  the  statement  of  the  hon.  member 
an  abtolate  cbntradictioo.  He  had  only 
now  to  declare,  that  no  division  in  the 
(beeo's  Council  had  ever  taken  place, 
cither  on  the  supposed  •'question  of  dtf- 
fefCBce  allud«>d  to  by  the  hon.  gentleman^ 
«r  on  any  other  whatever. 
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diond^iQf,  June  10. 

PsTiTioN  OP  Mr.  Greatiibad  aespECT^ 
iNG  His  LiPE  Boat.]  A  Petition  of  Hedry 
Greathead,  of  South  Shields  in  the  countr 
of  Durham,  Boat  Builder,  was  presented, 
and  read  ;  setting  forth,  "  That,  in  thf 
year  1789,  the  Petitioner  built  at  South 
Shields  a  boat  upon  a  new  construction, 
for  the  purpose  of  saving  seamen  from 
shipwreck,  and  affording  assistance  ta 
ships  in  distress  In  making  the  harbour, 
which  boat  being  found  by  experience  tn 
hav^  attained  those  important  objects,  ob^ 
tained  by  general  consent  the  name  of  th^ 
Life  Boat;,  and  that  the  Petitioner,  noi 
having  secured  to  himself  any  pecuniary 
advantage  by  the  exclusive  right  of  making 
and  vending  such  boats,  the  House,  after  i( 
minute  examination  of  evidence  as  to  th¥ 
utility  of  the  Life  Boat,  the  originality  of 
the  invention  claimed  by  the  Petitioner^ 
and  the  remuneration  he  had  received, 
did,  on  the  9th  day  of  June  1802,  resolve 
'that  a  sum,  not  exceeding  1,200/.,  be 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  to  be  paid  to  the 
Petitioner,  as  a  reward  for  his  invention  of 
the  Life  Boat,  whereby  many  lives  had 
already  been  saved,  and  great  security 
was  afforded  to  seamen  and  property  in 
cases  of  shipwreck,  for  which  distinguished 
reward  the  Petitioner  will  ever  entertain 
a  deep  sense  of  gratitude ;  and  thait  th^ 
great  utility  of  the  Life  Boat  has  been  con« 
firmed  and  establisbfd  by  continaed  ex* 
perience  since  the  year  1 802,  many  HvM 
and  frequently  ships  having  In  each  suc- 
ceeding year  been  saved  from  destruction 
by  means  of  the  Life  Boats  .at  South 
Shields  and  most  of  the  places  where  they 
have  been  stationed ;  and  that,  since  the 
year  1 802,  the  Petitioner  has  built  boats 
for  the  following  places,  viz.  Gnernaiey, 
Newhaven,  Plymouth,  Arbroath,  Pillait, 
Exmouth,  Constradr,  Ryei,  Pensan^, 
Whitehaven,  Stettin,  Riga,  Dantiic,  Cro-» 
mer,  Leith,  Bridlington,  Charleston  in 
America,  Frasenborgh,  Gottenborgh,  Saa 
Lucar  in  Spain,  Montrose,  Dunbar,  Blyth, 
Spurn,  and  Heligoland  ;  and  also,  by  the 
directions  of  the  Lords  Commitaioners  of 
the' Admiralty,  five  other  Boats  of  a  smaller 
construction ;  and  that  the  fees  and  ex^ 
pences  attendant  upon  the  proceedings  la 
parliament  during  the  investigation  above^ 
mentioned,  together  with  the  charges  and 
deductions  to  which  the  receipt  of  the 
money  was  subject,  reduced  the  said'tani 
of  1,200/.  voted  to  the  Petitioner  to  tfa» 
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net  som  of  S50/.  or  thereabouts ;  and  that« 
from  the  sitoation  of  affairs  in  Europe, 
whereby  the  commercial  intercourse  with 
the  GontineDt  became  greatly  inlerrupted^ 
the  Petitioner  has  been  prereBted  from 
tsecuting  orders  which  he  received  from 
the  continent  for  boildina  several  Life 
BoatSj  and  for  which  he  had  provided  the  ' 
oecessary  materials^  that'  he  has  ^ince  been  ' 
obliged  to  convert  to  other  purposes,  at  a 
great  loss;  and  that  the  Petitioner,  having 
RMT  upwards  of  twenty  years  almost  ex- 
dusively  employed  his  time  and  attention 
towards  improving  the  construction  and 
promoting  and  facilitating  the  use  of  the 
life  Boat,  his  former  trade  or  business  of 
a  boat  buUderwas  necessarily  sacrificed  in 
the  ardent  oursuit  of  these  objects,  and  the 
boilding  or  Life  Boala  having  now,  for 
ipme  time  past,  been  almost  suspended, 
tho  Petitioner  finds  himself  deprived  of 
any  adequate  means  of  support;  and  that 
the  rtmuneratiop  which  the  Petitioner  has 
received  from  the  public,  and  the  profile 
which  he  has  received  frpm  the  boilding 
of  Life  Boats,  after  deducting  his  necessary 
expences,  and  making  a  reasonable  allow* 
ance  for  the  loss  of  his  trade,  have  not,  ac» 
cordiog^to  the  best  computation  which  the 
Petitioner    is    able    to   make,   hitherto 
yielded  to  the  Petitioner  any  clear  profit 
'  or  emolument,  or  if  any,  only  of  very  in- 
considerable value  or  amount;  and  pray- 
ing, that  the  House  will  be  pleased,  in 
consideration  of  the  premises,  to  grant 
some  fqrther  remuneration  to  the  Peti* 
tsooer.** 
Ocdered  to  lie  npon  the  table. 
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TWsdfiy,  June  I L 

DfSTiLLBitiB8.1  Earl  Badmnt  moved 
the  second  reading  of  the  Irish  Duties  and 
Drawbacks  BiU. 

The  Earl  of  Lmiariak  expressed  his 
astooisbment  that  the  noble  earl  had  not 
given  some  explanation  on  the  subject  of 
this  BiU,  containing,  as  it  did,  a  clause 
ruinoas  to  the  Distilleties  of  this  country. 

Earl  BocAnrsf  contended,  that  the  noble 
•arl's  objection  only  applying  to  a  parti* 
cnlav  chase,  the  time  for  discassing  it  was 
in  the  Committee,  and  that  to  the  principle 
of  the  Bill  there  coold  be  no  objection,  its 
nhiect  being  the  annual  continuation  of 
the  Iffish  Dnt$es»  which  would  espire  on 
thaAthofJnIy. 


The  Earl  of  Ltuderdak  recurred  to  wb^ 
be  bad  stated  on  a  former  day,  on  the 
clause  relative  to  the  Drawback  on  Spirita 
exported  from  Ireland  to  Great  Britain, 
and  observed  that  by  the  operation  of  this 
clause,  the  Irish  distiller  would  be  i^c* 
tuallv  enabled  to  land  hie  spirits  to 
London  at  an  expence  amounting  to  10^ 
less  per  gallon  than  the  pritie  cost  of  a 
gallon  of  spirits  manufactured  here.  It 
was  evident,  therefore,  that  the  distillers  in 
Great  Britain  would  be  thus  rendered 
wholly  unable  to  sell  their  Hpirita,  and 
most  suspend  the  working  of  their  distil 
leriea.  He  was  aware  tiMt  government, 
conscious  of  the  evil  which  would  thus  be 
inflicted,  had  prepared  another  Bill,  which 
was  now  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
the  object  of  which  was  to  suspend  the 
drawbacks  in  England  and  Scotland  until 
the  next  session  ;  but  this  also  would  be 
a  great  evil,  as  the  Distillers,  particularly 
in  Scotland,  had  not  capiul  enough  to  go 
on  under  such  circumstances.  His  object, 
therefore,  was  to  postpone  the  second  read* 
ing  of  this  Bill,  until  the  other  came  up 
from  the  Commons,  that  they  might  have 
both  Fills  before  them ;  and  with  that  view 
moved  to  postpone  the  second  reading  till 
this  day  se'nnight. 

Earl  Baiktnt  observed,  that  if  the  elapse 
now  objected  to  was  not  agreed  to,  the 
Irish  Distiller  would,  as  the  law  now  stood, 
be  entitled  to  a  greater  drawback  than  he 
would  under  this  clause,  and  the  evil  cont^ 

Elained  of  would  of  course  be  tbe  greater. 
le  thought  the  proper  time  for  discussing 
the  remedy  for  the  evil  wooM  be  when  the 
other  Bill  came  up  from  the  Commons,  and 
therefore  objected  to  delaying  the  progress 
of  the  present  Bill. 

The  Earl  of  Hon^  strenuoosly  recom- 
mended the  propriety  of  adjourning  the 
second  reading,  till  they  could  have  the 
whole  of  this  measure  before  them. 

The  EsrI  of  Lwerpool  considered  all  the 
objections  suggested  as  applicable  to  the 
provisions,  and  not  to  the  principle  of  the 
Bill,  and  therefore  theyVffbrded  nC  reason 
why  they  should  postpone  the  second 
reading. 

After  a  few  words  from  Earls  Spencer 
and  Lauderdale,  in  favour  of  the  postpone- 
ment, the  question  was  pot,  that  the  Bill 
be  "  now"  read,  and  the  House  divided-— 
Contents,  Stf,  Proxies  32 ;— >54.  Not  Con- 
tents 21,  Proxies  20^— >4I.  Mujoritjr  IS. 
The  Bill  was  thpn  read  tbe  second  time, 
and  ocdered  to  Le  commicted  on  Tburaday. 


Theaday,  June  t  T. 

Pbetr  Road  and  Bridge  Bill.]  Sir 
P.  Marray  moved  the  third  reading  of  the 
above  Bill. 

Mr.  Ahcfcromhy  opposed  the  motion,  on 
Ae  ground  that  two  of  the  Standing  Orders 
oF  the  House,  as  they  respected  this  Bill, 
had  not  been  complied  with.  One  of  these 
directed,  thai,  when  a  Bill  of  this  descrip- 
tion wsis  brought  in,  it  should  be  acconi* 
Sanied^  with  a  list  of  subscriptions  to  effect 
le  object,  and  estimates  of  the  expences ; 
the  second  directed,  that  all  those  whose 
estates  were  likely  to  be  atfected  by  the 
Bill  should  be  supplied  with  maps,  pointing 
out  any  probable  alteration.  The  Bill  was 
intetided  to  repeal  several  Turnpike  acts 
then  in  force  in  Perthshire,  and  to  give  to 
a'  number  of  new  trustees  the  control  of 
th^  old  trusts.  It  would  also  authorise  tbV 
forming  no  less  than  15  new  lines  of  road. 
#here  at  present  no  turnpike  existed,  and 
would  also  grant  liberty  to  erect  eight  new 
bi-idges.  It  had  been  asserted,  that  there 
was  no  necessity  to  produce  plans  and  es- 
timates, as  they  were  only  proceeding 
on  the  foundation  of  the  old  trust,  and 
Uierefore  the  Standing  Orders  did  not 
^ply.  But,  he  submitted  to  the  House, 
whether  plans,  estimates,  and  subscrip- 
tions.were  not  particularly  desirable,  when 
the  extensive  powers  contained  in  the  Bill 
to  form  new  lines  of  road,  and  new  bridges, 
were  considered.  The  House,  he  thought, 
^ttght  to  give  some  opinion  as  to  the  ne- 
cessity, in  such  a  case,  of  complying  with 
the  Standing  Orders. 

Sir  P,  Murray  was  sorry  that  such  an 
objection  should  be  brought  forward  in 
that  stage  of  the  business.  The  Bill  was 
Anctioned,  after  the  most  mature  consi- 
deration, by  the  great  body  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Perthshire,  one  of  the  most 
popular  counties  in  Scotland.'  The  very 
persons  who  now  petitioned  against  certain 
parts  of  the  Bill  hid  formerly  declared 
their  assent;  nor  were  their  estates  likely 
to  be  at  all  injured  by  the  Bill,  which,  in 
fact,  would  be  a  great  public  benefit. 
There  had  been  no  intention  whatever  to 
evade  the  Standing  Orders  of  the  House  : 
if  that  charge  could  be  substantiated,  it 
would  be  sufficient,  of  itself,  to  defeat  the 
Bill.  In  fact,  no  such  intention  was  en- 
tertained, but  it  was  conceived  that  plans 
and  estimates  were  not  necessary,  when 
there  were  an  existing  trust,  and  existing 
roads.  However,  an  engineer  had  been 
(VOL.XX.) 
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«^«t««  ^.  .^«.«.^...  employed  to  form  estimates  aild*  plans  ot 

the  new  roads.  They  were  now  ready* 
and,  he  hoped,  would  prove  satisfactory, 
though  not  produced  exactly  at  the  period 
prescribed  by  the  Standing  Order, 

General  Tarletmi  contended,  that  tba 
Standing  Orders  had  not  been  complieo 
with.  He  denied  that  the  |^reat  body  of 
landholders,  in  the  county  of  Perth,  wera 
in  favour  of  the  Bill.  The  earl  of  BreadaU 
bane  and  Mr.  Borrell,  who,  he  believedj. 
owned  two  of  the  largest  estates  in  tht 
coiinty,  were  hostile  to  it. 

Sir  John  Anstruther  said,  it  was  admitted 
that  many  o(  the  inhabitants  of  Perthshire 
contemplated  the  measure  as  one  of  great 
importance,  llie  terms  in  which  tha 
Standing  Order  was  couched,  being  in 
some  degree  ambisuous,  a  variety  of^  con* 
structions  had  at  different  times  been  put 
on  it,  and  the  parties  Having  now  procurea 
,  plans  and  estimates,  which  were  then  4$ 
/ado  before  them,  he  hoped  the  House 
ffould  not  slop  the  further  proceeding  with 
tha  Bill. 

Mr.  D.  Giiify  expressed  a  wish'  to  have 
tha  Speaker's  opinion  on  ^ha  subject. 

Tho.S^ra£ierobserved>thatthe  objections 
against  0ie  Bill  were  twolpld ;  first,  as  i^ 
went  to  alter  a  turnpike,  without  estimates. 
&c.  being  produced,  which,  if  noticed  aC 
an  earlier  period,  would  have  been  fatal : 
and,  2d]y,  tl^at  it  gave  a  rleht  of  forming 
15  new  lines  of  road,  and  altering  and 
varying  them.  With  respect  to  the  first 
point,  as  it  appeared  evidently  ta  have  ori* 
ginated  in  mistake,  as  the  plans  ^nd  esti- 
mates had  been  ult^imately  producedi  and 
as  the  objection  was  made  at  so  late  a  pe- 
riod, perhaps  the  House  would  not  thinly 
that  sufficient  to  prevent  the  third  reajing^ 
But  the  great  point  for  the  considoKition 
of  the  House  was,  whether  they  woula 
agree  to  the  passhig  of  a  Bill,  granting 
leave  to  open  1 5  neyf  lines  of  road,  without 
the  parties  interested  being  apprised  of 
their  intended  course.  For  this  the  Stand* 
in?  Order  of  1807  expressly  provided^  aa 
itdirected  that  the  parties  concerned  should 
be  informed,  by  a  map,  of  the  direction  of 
any  intended  road.  If  the  Bill  were  agreed 
to,  it  would  give  to  the  parties,  fo/2)  years^ 
a  right  of  infringing  on  the  estates  of 
many  persons  in  Perthshire,  without  af« 
fording  them  the  necessary  information. 

Sir  P,  Murray  observed,  that  the  powers 
of  alteration  were  similar  to  those  contained! 
in  every '^urnpike  Bill,  and  extended  only 
300  yards  from  the  level  road.  The  turn* 
pike  road  act,  at  pftsent  existing  in  Pertba 

(2  0) 


S6S]    HOUSB  OF  COMMONS.        farliamcmary  Rtftfrm^Kent  Petitum. 
•hire,  would  expire  on  the  last  day  of  this 


[564 


•ession  ;  and  if  the  present  measure  were 
hot  agreed  to,  much  inconvenience  would 
be  the  result. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  perhaps  the  inroad 
bf  300  yards  imade  on  a  gentleman's  es* 
tate, 'might  include  that  very  part  of  it 
which  he  prized  most.  The  old  act  could 
not  be  renewed  for  a  year,  which  would 
enable  the  parlies  to  bring  forward  a  proper 
Bill. 

Mr.  Adam  thought  the  most  advisable 
^ay  would  be  to  adjourn  the  debate  till 
Thursday  next.  In  the  interim,  the  objec- 
tionable parts  of  the  Bill  could  be  ex- 
punged, and  those  which  were  not  opposed, 
might  be  suffered  to  remain. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Huskission, 
Mr.  Abercromby,  and  sir  John  Anstruther, 
the  debate  was  adjourned,  6n  Ihe  sugges- 
tion of  the  Speaker,  until  io- morrow,  to 
give  the  parties  time  to  cobfer  together. 

Paruamkntary  REPoaM— Kbnt  Peti- 
tion.] Mr.  WkUhread  said,  he  understood 
the  right  honourable  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls  bad,  during  his  absence  from  the 
House,  on  Saturday,  contradicted  a  report 
which  he  had  noticed  in  bis  speech  nn  the 
preceding  evening.  Perhaps  he  ought 
to  apologise  for  having  brought  forward 
the  question,  which  was  agitated  on  that 
evening,  during  the  absence  of  bis  ho- 
.DOur ;  but,  as  he  was  present  ib  the  #arly 

Sart  of  the  afternoon,  and  as  it  was  gene- 
eraily  understood  that  the  question 
would  come  on,  be  trusted  he  would  be 
absolved  from  any  blame  in  that  respect. 
He  was  not  aware  of  the  extent  of  the 
contradiction  ;  if  it.  went  to  deny  the  ex- 
istence of  any  diffinrence  of  opinion  in  her 
Majesty's  council,  he  should  be  extremely 
glad  to  hear  it,  as  it  was  of  very  great  im- 
portance to  the  public.  He  would  not 
trouble  the  House  with  any  further  ob- 
servations on  this  subject,  but  would  beg 
leave  to  present  a  Petition  from  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  county  of  Kent,  on  the  ques- 
tion of  Parliamentary  Reform.  (A  laugh.) 
^Tbe  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer expreBsed 
^6me  surprise  at  the  two  very  dissimilar 
aubjectf,  which  the  bom.  gent,  had  in 
9ome  degree  blended  together.  With  re- 
tpe^  to  the  observation  he  had  made,  as 
to  t6e  contradiction  given  by  his  learned 
friend,  he  could,  from  his  recollection  of 
the  circumstance,  say,  that  that  contradic- 
tion was  as  full  and  complete  as  it  possi- 
bly could  be*-not  only  with  respect  to  a 
division  bf  voices,  on  a  particular  fact»  that 


of  his  Majesty's  resumption  of  the  royal 
functions,  but  in  relation  to  any  divisioa 
on  any  subject  whatever.  Points  un- 
doubtedly might  have  been  discussed,  but 
no  dissention  had  prevailed. 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  he  was  pleased  to 
hear  that  there  was  no  foundation  for  the 
report  which  had  reached  him,  under  such 
circumstances  as  induced  him  to  give  it  m 
degree  of  credit. 

The  Petition,  purporting  to  be  a  Peti- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Kent,  in  full  county  meeting  assembled, 
was  then  presented  and  read;  setting 
forth, 

**  That  the  Petitioners,  conscious  of 
the  .rights  they  possess  of  addressing 
and  petitioning  the  House  upon  all 
public  affairs,  and  impelled  by  a  high 
tense  of  the  duty  they  owe  to  themselves 
and  to  their  country,  beg  leave  to  lay  be- 
fore the  House  their  opinions  and  senti- 
ments on  the  present  defective  8tate  of  the 
Representation  of  th^  People ;  that  to  the 
wisdom  and  justice  of  the  original  design 
of  convening  in  parliament  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  to  deliberate  and  co- 
operate with  the  sovereign  and  the  peerf 
upon  every  question  of  national  concern, 
the  Petitioners  give  their  unqualified  ap- 
probation ;  but,  when  they  take  into  their 
consideration  the  decay  of  some  boroughs, 
once  prosperous  and  well  peopled,  the 
rise  and  flourishing  condition  of  others 
formerly  of  little  note ;  when  they  reflect 
upon  the  effects  of  the  heavy  and  insup- 
portable expence  ofelections,  which  closet 
the  doors  of  the  House  to  many  of  the  best 
friends  of  their  country,  and  rubs  it  of 
their  faithful  service ;  when  the  Petitioners 
think  of  these  thin£i;s,  they  are  of  opinion 
that  the  House  is  at  this  time  by  no  meant 
a  fair  representation  of  the  people ;  and« 
from  the  manner  in  which  a  Urge  portion 
of  the  individual  members  obtain  and  se- 
cure their  seats  in  the  House,  they  cannot 
but  infer  that  that  high  and  sacred  office, 
intended  for  the  public  service,  is  fre- 
quently sought  for  and  procured  by  un- 
constitutional means,  and  is  too  often  per- 
verted from  its  original  design,  and  ren- 
dered subservient  to  pr^ate  ends ;  to  thit 
cause  the  Petitioners  ascribe  the  greatest 
part  of  the  national  calamities  they  now 
have  to  deplore,  the  mean  principles  and 
narrow  views  which  have  too  long  go- 
verned the  councils  of  the  cabinet,  tht 
false  ambition  and  little  intrigues  of  ita 
members,  the  continuance  of  a  system  of 
expenditure  lavish  beyond  example,  tht 
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many  disgraceful  expeditions  in  which 
the  blond  and  treasure  of  the  country 
have  been  too  prodigally  wasted,  the  de- 
cisions of  the  House  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  general  sentiments  of  the  nation,  the 
unwillingness  hitherto  evinced  by  the 
House  to  promote  enquiry  into  or  correct 
the  abuses  in  the  representation,  an  un- 
willingness which  cannot  fail  to  excite 
their  distrust,  and  to  diminish  the  respect 
the  Petitioners  owe  to  the  name  and  func- 
tions of  the  House,  and  they  deplore  parti- 
cularly one  instance  of  this  unwillingness 
of  which  they  complain,  in  the  rejection 
of  a  motion  made  in  the  last  session  of 
parliament  by  one  of  the  members  of  the 
county  of  Herts,  as  that  motion,  had  it 
been  adopted,  must  necessarily  have 
brought  before  a  Committee  a  full  enquiry 
into  the  present  defective  state  of  the  re- 
presentation of  the  people,  and  thereby 
have  led  to  a  substantial  reform  in  the 
Commons  House  of  Parliament,  so  essen- 
tial to  the  salvation  of  the  state,  by  re- 
storing the  blessings  of  a  free  constitution, 
thbt  inestimable  inheritance  transmitted 
to  tts  by  the  wisdom  and  intrepidity  of  our 
ancestors;  and  that  the  times  demand 
this  open  avowal  of  the  sentimenU  of  the 
Petitioners,  and,  in  the  language  employed 
to  convey  them,  they  intend  no  disrespect, 
though  they  are  persuaded  that  no  wurds 
can  be  too  strong  to  express  their  feelings 
on  this  occasion ;  therefore  they  roost 
earnestly  intreat  the  House  to  undfertake, 
before  it  is  too  late,  in  a  trae  and  cordial 
spirit,  the  measure  of  Reform,  upon  prin- 
ciples whichj  by  conciliating  the  affec- 
tions of  the  peeple,  and  restoring  to  the 
House  its  due  weight  and  character,  may 
rescue  the  country  firom  domestic  discord, 
and  secure  it  from  the  foreign  foe,  give 
stability  to  the  throne,  and  perpetuate  the 
constitution/' 

Mr.  Whiihrcad  moved  that  the  Petition 
do  lie  on  the  table,  and  stated,  that  he 
heartily  concurred  in  the  object  of  the 
prayer,  and  that  his  opinion  was  as  strong 
as  it  had  ever  been,  confirmed,  not  weak- 
ened by  reflection  and  experience,  that 
shore  was  nq  chance  of  salvation  to  the 
political  interests  of  the  country,  except 
through  a  Reform  in  Parliament. 

Sir  E*  KnatehbuU  did  not  mean  to  op* 
pose  the  petition  being  received,  although 
be  had  some  doubts  in  his  own  mind  as  to 
the  legality  of  the  meeting  at  which  it 
had  been  agreed  to.  The  high  sheriff 
had  convened  a  meeting  of  the  inha- 
hitants  of  Kent  only— by  which  means  a 


number  of  persons  who  were  freeholders^ 
though  not  inhabitants,  were  prevented. 
from,attending  at  Maidstone,  where  the 
meeting  was  held.  Therefore,  he  con- 
ceived, that  this  petition  did  not  speak 
the  sense  of  the  great  body  of « Kentish 
freeholders.  He  certainly  had  been  at 
that  meeting— but  his  hon.  colleague  (Mr, 
Honywood^  was  debarred,  by  illness,  from 
attending.  His  son,  however,  had,  on  be- 
half of  his  father,  expressed  his  willing- 
ness to  present  the  Petition.  He  need  not 
state,  particularly,  what  had  occurred  at 
that  meeting,  as  the  newspapers  gave  a 
full  and  accurate  account.  He  again  ob- 
served, that  although  be  did  not  mean  to 
object  to  the  Petition,  stil]  he  denied  that 
it  contained  the  sentiments  of  the  majo- 
rity of  the  Kentish  freeholders. 

Mr.  Cakrqft  observed,  that  the  meeting 
was  one  of  the  inhabitants,  not  the  free- 
holders exclusively  of  the  county  of  Kent ; 
and  on  this  account  he  had  himself  felt 
some  scruple  at  attending,  in  consequence 
of  his  not  being  a  resident  in  the  county. 
He  had  read  the  report  of  the  proceedings^ 
and  in  it  be  conceived  there  were  some 
excellent  speeches  in  favour  of  reform, 
and  others,  as  he  conceired,  not  so  ex- 
cellent, against  it.  In  looking  at  the 
signatures  to  the  Petition,  he  saw  also 
the  names  of  many,  to  bis  own  know* 
ledge,  most  respectable  persons,  and 
was  satisfied  that  the  prevailing  senti- 
ment in  the  coonty  accorded  with  his 
ownt  that  a  reform  was  essential  to  thf 
best  interests  of  the  ^country. 

Mr.  Brand  declared  himself  happy  to 
see  this  Petition  presented  to  the  Hottse» 
because  it  sought  for  a  constitutional  object 
in  a  constitutional  mauner,*and  was  drawn' 
up  in  the  most  proper  and  decorous  Ian-' 
guage.  These  were  the  true  means  of  re- 
covering for  the  people  their  undoubted 
rightSb  Much  difference  of  opinion  had 
unquestionably  prevailed  among  those 
who  were  tlie  most  anxious  for  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  great  end  ;  but  he 
could  -say,  that  any  difference  which 
might  have  occurred  between  himself  and 
others  on  this  subject  arose  from  bis  hav- 
ing modelled  his  ideas  by  the  standard  of 
the  constitution,  rather  than  by  any  theo- 
retical doctrines  of  original  or  primitive 
rights.  If,  'however,  the  sense  of  the 
counties  and  th^  opinions  of  the  inba-' 
bitantsof  the  kin^om  at  large,  \was  not 
so  decisive  and  unequivocal  ns  he  believ- 
ed it  to  be  in  favour  of  parliaoientary  re- 
form, still   he  conceived  it-  to   bt  tho 
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fevil  was  pointed  out,  the  exiitence  of 
Which  was  not  to  be  disputed,  the  exist- 
ence of  which  was  not  to  be  disputed,  to 
take  measures  for  its  removal.  It  was 
their  d«ty,  whether  petitioned  or  not  by 
the  people,  to  do  what  was  no  less  neces- 
sary to  their  own  honour  than  the  people's 
rignts.  He  was  filled  with  a  conviction 
that  a  reform  was  indispensible,  and  that 
the  future  prosperity  of  the  empire  was 
deeply  involved  in  its  adoption.  He  had 
risen,  however,  principally  for  the  purpose 
of  mentioning  tne  circumstances  that  had 
induced  him  to  decline  pressing  the  mo- 
tion of  which  he  had  given  notice,  this 
session  already  approaching  to  a  close. 
He  was  aware  that  it  w^as  o&n  and  justly 
•aid,  that  the  <)uty  of  i^  member  of  parlia- 
ment was  paramount  to  every  other ;  but 
H  duty  be  conceived  likewise  to  be  of  a 
very  imperious  nature,  had  compelled 
him  to  be  recently  absent  for  a  considera- 
ble time.  At  a  period  when,  by  the  mi- 
litasy  regulations  and  institutions  of  par- 
liament (and  he  begged  to  be  understood 
flks  not  censuring  them),  the  whole  popula- 
tion of  the  country  must  in  twelve  years 
{>ass  under  military  law,  it  appeared  to  be 
ncumbent  on  all  country  gentlemen  to 
direct  their  attention  to  this  subject,  so  far 
as  it  lay  within  the  sphere  of  their  in- 
fluence. This  it  was  which  had  lately 
called  him  from  his  parliamentary  duties. 
It  was  now  evidently  too  late  in  the  session 
to  do  justice  either  to  the  subject  or  to  the 
House,  in  bringing  forward  his  motion,  but 
early  in  the  nest  it  was  his  intention  so 
to  da. 

IJdr.  W.  Smith  said,  as  be  had  taken  so 
many  opportunities  to  notify  his  intention 
ofpersisung  in  giving  his  supgprt  to  every 
emrt  for  obtaining  parliamentary  reform, 
and  as  the  necessity  for  it  increased  every 
day,  he  would  not  then  enter  into  a  dis- 
cussion on  the  subject.  He  was  sorry  the 
bon.  gentleman  would  not  bring  forward 
bis  motion  in  the  present  session,  al- 
though he  had  assigned  a  very  good 
reason^or  the  conduct  he  had  pursued. 
The  hon.  baronet  seemed  to  assume,  that 
the  petition  did  not  contain  the  sense  of 
the  majority  of  those  possessing  properly 
in  Kent,  because  the  meeting  had  only 
been  attended  by  the  inhabkants  of  the 
county.  But  this  was  far  firom  being 
conclusive,  for  it  was  more  than  probable 
that  the  meetfig  had  been  attended  by  a 
very  srcat  proportion  of  freeholders ;  and 
ha  did  not  think  that  there  was  aoy  re«» 


speak  the  sense  of  the  non-resident  free< 
holders,  as  well  as  of  the  ioh^abitantf. 
The  freeholders  necessarily  having  a  sfaarf 
in  the  representation,  which  many  of  thf 
inhabitants  had  not,  he  thought  a  very 
strong  reason  for  calling  the  latter  together. 
He  looked  upon  the  statement  of  the  hop. 
baronet  to  be  an  assumption  not  borne  ou^ 
by  any  proof. 

Sir  E,  KnaichhuU  observed,  be  merely 
meant  to  state,  that  the  sentiments  con- 
tained in  the  petition  were  not  those  of 
the  county  at  large. 

The  Marquis  of  Tamiock  professed  hif 
hearty  concurrence  in  the  pre?alent  de- 
sire for  a  Reform  of  the  Representation. 
He  believed  that  what  dissatisfaction  e%* 
isted  in  the  minds  of  the  people  waf  to  be 
attributed  ^  the  want  of  that  reform.  He 
rose,  however,  now  to  give  notice,  that 
e^rly  in  the  next  session,  he  intended  to 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  (sill  to  pre- 
vent the  enormous  expences  of  contested 
elections.  (Hear!)  If  he  should  bfe  so 
happy  as  to  succeed  in  this  object,  he 
should  then  move  for  a  repeal  of  the  Sep* 
tennial  Act. 

Mr.  WonUy  did  not  believe,  as  had  beeq 
stated,  that  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
England  were  in  favour  of  parliaipentary 
reform.  At  particular  periods  the  peopl^ 
appeared  to  be  intent  on  the  measure  | 
but,  when  they  saw  into  whose  haods  it 
had  got,  they  recovered  their  usual  good 
fense. 

Sir  John  Ncwpori  observed,  it  w^M  most 
falFacious  to  assert,  that  the  people  rctom- 
ed  with  pleasure  \o  their  imper^ct  f  tate  of 
representation,  when  they  beheld  in  whoff 
hands  the  question  of  parliamentary  re« 
form  was  placed.  He  would  call  the  f^ 
tention  of  the  bon.  gent,  who  bad  ma4l 
the  assertion,  and  of  the  Honse^  to  tbpit 
great  men  who  had  sappor^d  the  meas^r^ 
*the  late  Mr.  Pitt,  sir  6.  Saville,  fod  th^l 
right  honourable  personage  on  ffbos^ 
model  the  gentlemen  opposite  professed  to 
ground  themselves.  Could  these  be  con« 
sidered  as  men  ivhpse  re99mmendatiQi| 
would  have  the  effisct  stated  by  the  hoQ« 
gent  ?  If  the  people  were  at  oQe  tioM 
more  ardent  in  the  cause  than  at  anothcf,' 
he  could  only  account  for  it  by  referring 
to  discoveries  being  made  at  particular 
periods,  of  such  a  nature,  as  to  poipi  epi 
the  Mramount  necessity  of  Reform:  U 
was  his  firm  conviction,  that  nothing  short 
of  Bcform,  and  the  exercise  of  a  principl* 
of  rciMffaUm  9n  the  part  9t  th«  Uomi 
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foald  reconcile  the  people  to  ihe  grQW>9g 
burdens  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Jjuhingian  expressed  his  opinion 
that  the  seniiinents  ot  the  people  were  not 
«o  generaJly  in  favour  of  Reform  as  had 
been  represented. 

Mr.  ffhttknod  said  he  knew  the  Peti* 
tion  to  have  been  subscribed  by  numerous 
and  most  respectable  signatures.  An  hon. 
baronet  had  said  that  the  meeting  bad  not 
been  legally  cenvened.  The  meeting  had 
been  convened  by  the  Sheriff,  and  was  of 
coarse  legal.  The  hon.  barxHi^t  had 
9poken  of  the  news-paper  report,  and  al- 
lowed it  to  have  been  fall,  fair  and  perfectly 
correct.  Now»  there  was  a  part  of  that 
report,  which  he  (Mr.  Whitbread)  h^ 
conceived  to  have  been  an  error,  until  he 
nad  heard  the  very  candid  acknowledgment 
of  the  hon.  baronet.  The  part  he  al- 
loded  pa,  was,  wliere  the  hon.  baronet 
was  represented  as  declaring  in  answer 
to  a  question  of  how  he  vot.ed«  th%t  he 
did  not  recollect  whether  he  had  been  in 
the  House  or  not  upon  that  occasion 
(a  laugh).  An  hon.  ^ent.  had  said, 
that  there  were  periodical  fits  of  Be- 
form.  All  he  could  s^y  vas^  that  his  fit 
had  been  of  tolerable  long  continuance,  it 
had  lasted  thirty  years ;  and  he  believed 
that  the  fits  of  many  other  gentlemen 
would  be  found  to  have  been  equally  ob- 
stinate* It  h^d  been  also  said,  that  the 
people  of  this  country  grew  indifferent  to 
the*  cause  of  Reforni,  from  seeing  into 
what  bands  it  had  fallen.  He  could  not 
le^  what  grounds  there  were^  either  for 
presuming  that  indifference  on  the  part  of 
the  people,  or  if  it  did  exist,  imputing  it  to 
fucb  ^  cause.  In  many  of  his  friends  who 
were  active  e^d  consistent  supporters  of 
Reform,  he  saw  no  ground  for  any  such 
apprehension.  He  could  not  see  in  the 
cb^r^ter  or  conduct  of  the  hon.  member 
Bar  Hertfordshire^  rooted  as  that  hon* 
neoiber  was  in  the  esteem  and  respect  of 
mil  good  men,  any  reasons  to  warrant  such 
f  conclusion.  He  saw  no  reason  why  a 
<paase  should  be  injured  by  the  support  of 
foch  men  as  the  noble  descendant  of  the 
House  of  Russell,  and  mao^  other  persod- 
fges  who  had  the  greatest  interests  in  the 
safety  wail  happiness  of  the  country.  As 
lo  what  the  hon.  baronet  had  said  respect- 

Bl  the  persons  of  w.hom  the  meeting  at 
eidslone  was  coqiposed,  the  Petition 
elated  expressly  that  it  was  (r^m  the  iji^hap 
bitants,  and  not  the  freeholders  merely, 
therefore  ifrdid  not  require  the  interference 
9f  Ihn  ho9»  baronel  to  put  the  Qeme  io 


possession  of  whftt  they  alreedy  knew. 
He  concluded  by  repeating  it  as  his  conr 
viction»  that  unless  there  we#  p>  Reform 
there  was  no  salvation  for  the  empire. 

Sir  £.  Knatchbuil  said,  that  i^henever 
there  was  a  Petition  before  the  House,  Imi 
should,  whenever  he  thought  necessary, 
interfere  to  o^r  his  sentiments  without 
asking  the  leave  of  the  hon*  gentleman. 

The  Petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

SiBRRA  LsoNB.]  Mr.  W.  Smiik  had,  on  a 
former  evening,  moved  to  rescind  an  Adr 
dress  to  the  Prince  Regent  for  certain 
papers  relative  to  Sierra  Leone.  It  had. 
however,  upon  that  occasion  been  suggest- 
ed to  him,  that  as  an  hon.  gent,  who  had 
moved  that  Address  was  not  then  in  the 
House*  and  as  it  could  not  be  ascer- 
tained whether  or  not  the  Address  had 
been  actually  presented,  that  it  might 
be  advisable  to  postpone  his  motion  for 
rescinding  that  Address.  He  had  since 
that  period  learned  that  the  Addresf 
bed  pot  been  presented ;  and  the  hon. 
mover  being  now  in  the  House,  be  should 
move  that  the  order  for  the  Address  be 
rescinded,  which  passed  in  the  aQrmative. 

RaikAL  OP  TBB  Irish  Contentioh 
Act.]  Mr.  ifuichimm  stated,  that  hie 
anxiety  for  the  repeal  of  the  above  act 
had  arisen  from  a  wish  to  prevent  the  go- 
vernment of  Ireland  making  use  of  it  as 
a  means  of  interfering  with  the  constiUi- 
tional  right  of  the  subject  to  petition. 
When  he  originally  gave  bis  notice  on  thif 
subject,  it  would  be  recollected,  that  lher# 
was  a  very  thin  attendance  of  gentlemeo 
from  Ireland,  and  since  that  time  he  bad 
been  obliged  to  postpone  it,  owing  to  n 
variety  of  causes,  to  i\m  present  lale  period 
of  the  session.  With  pleasure  he  saw  thai 
the  government  of  Ireland  had  not  acted 
on  the  right  hon*  gentleman's  (Mr.  W. 
Pole)  circular  letter ;  and  that  the  right  to 
assemble  for  the  purpose  of  petitioniag* 
was  frei^ly  permitted  to  the  people.  Thf 
Convention  Act  had  been  sufieced  to  ra^ 
main,  as  it  should  do,  a  flead  inoperative 
letter  on  the  statute  book*  He  bad  bee^ 
again  induced  to  put  off  hip  motion  Oii  aci* 
count  of  the  absence  of  many  of  the  repre* 
sentatives  of  Ireland,  and  also  in  coneo* 

2oence  of  the  important  motion  of  his  hon. 
lend  (Mr.  Parnell)  which  stood  for  this 
evening.  He  shouldr  not,  tiisrefore,  psesi* 
the  measure  on  the  House  during  the 
present  nsssion^  but  early  in  the  nest»  hi 
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•bould  feel  it  his  doty  to  bring  forward  t 
motion  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  WtlUiley  Me  assured  the  hoo.  gen- 
tleman, that  the  Irish  government  bad  not 
altered  their  line  of  conduct  inconsequence 
of  any  measures  taken  as  to  the  issuing 
the  letter  alluded  to,  nor  bad  they  altered, 
in  any  degree,  the  construction  they  had 
given  at  that  moment  to  the  Convention 
Act.  He  conceived  it  to  be  an  act  essen- 
tial to  the  peace  of  Irehnd,  and  it  bad  been 
approved  of  at  the  time  of  its  passing  by 
some  of  the  most  constitutional  lawyers. 
It  was  merely  a  declaratory  act,  and  it 
was  thought  most  proper  to  make  it  per- 

Setual,  and  not  limited  in  point  of  time, 
le  could  not  help  trusting,  that  if  at  any 
future  period  any  part  of  the  measures  of 
the  Irish^overnment  for  the  peace  of  that 
country  met  the  notice  of  that  House, 
they  would  pause  before  they  gave  encou- 
ragement to  any  motion  concerning  it,  in 
order  to  have  an  opportunity  for  previous 
investigation.  He  could  assure  the  hon. 
gentleman  and  the  House,  that  the  general 
tenor  of  the  duke  of  Richmond's  adminis- 
tration had  been  one  of  conciliation ;  and 
it  was  satisfactory  to  him  to  find,  that  the 
House  had  already  justified  tbeir  conduct 
iu  the  strongest  manner  possible ;  and  that, 
upon  the  late  discussion  of  the  Catholic 
question,  n«  one  thought  proper  to  make 
any  observations  upon  tbeir  behaviour  to 
that  body,  nor  to  any  other  body  of  bis 
Majesty's  subjects.  They  had  always 
left  to  the  Catholics  tbe  full,  free,  and  un« 
doubted  right  to  petition  the  legislature, 
provided  there  were  nothing  in  their  pro- 
ceedings to  endanger  the  peace  of  the 
country. 

Sir  John  Netoporl  was  still  of  opinion, 
notwithstanding  all  the  explanation  that 
bad  been  given,  that  the  exercise  of  that 
power  given  under  the  Convention  Act, 
was  very  blameable  in  the  government  of 
Ireland.  He  disapproved  of  the  warning 
thrown  out  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  as  to 
calling  their  eondoct  in  question.  Was  it 
proper  to  say,  that  the  power^  of  that 
•Hoase  waa  to  remain,  as  it  were,  in  abey* 
mnce,  till  tbe  Irish  government  thought 
proper  to  inform  them  that  they  bad  done 
•o  and  so,  and  propose  that  inquiry  should 
be  made  into  it  ?  He  begged  to  enter  his 
caveat  against  aacb  a  proposition,  and, 
also,  that  becauie  no  member  had  parti- 
cularly adverted  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Irish  government  upon  tbe  Catholic  ques- 
tion, jthty  consequently  approved  of  it. 
Although  the  Coaventioa  Act  Vat  in  force 
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in  1798,  that  was  no  reason  for  its  re- 
maining in  force  now,  when  the  state  of 
that  country  was  so  much  altered.  He 
hoped,  tliat  in  the  next  session,  his  hon. 
friend  would  again  bring  forward  the 
question  of  its  repeal,  for  he  thought  it 
could  not  be  denominated  a  mere  de- 
claratory law,  but  an  enactitig  law,  carrying 
matters  much  further  than  was  necessary. 

Mr.  Hutchinson,  in  explanation,  fitated, 
that  he  did  not,  by  withdrawing  his  motion 
for  the  present,  in  any  degree  change  his 
opinion  as  to  the  Convention  Act;  but  he 
did  not  see  the  necessity  of  bringing  for- 
ward tbe  repeal  of  it,  having  foreseen  that 
the  Irish  government  would  not  again  ven- 
ture to  execute  the  act  to  oppress  tbe  sub- 
ject, but  suffer  it  to  remain  a  dead  letter 
upon  the  statute  book. 

The  Chancelior  qf  ihc  Exchequer  said, 
he  could  not  approve  of  what  bad  been 
stated  as  to  there  beingany  understanding 
of  the  kind  alluded  to,  namely;  that  the 
Irish  government  would  not  carry  into 
execution  the  Convention  Act.  Having 
heard  such  a  statement  made,  he  con- 
ceived  it  to  be  the  duty  of  some  one  of 
the  administration  who  heard  such  a  state- 
ment, to  rise  up  and  contradict  it. 

Irish  Tythes.]  Mr.  Pamell  rose,  and 
spoke  as  follows  :— 6ir ;  whatever  objec- 
tions may  be  made  to  the  motion  which  I 
am  about  to  submit  to  the  House,  I  feel 
confident  that  no  complaint  will  be  urged 
against  me  for  having  brought  this  sut>- 
ject  forward  at  so  late  a  period  of  the 
session.  I  was  prepared  to  make  the 
motion,  of  which  I  had  given  notice,  on 
the  9th  of  May,  but  at  the  request  of  a 
right  hon.  gent  (Mr.  Pole)  I  consented  to 
postpone  it,  and  th«*  other  business' of  the 
House  has  prevented  me  from  having  any 
earlier  opportunity  to  urge  it.  This  cir- 
cumstance has  induced  ine  to  adopt  a  dif* 
ferent  motion  from  that  which  I  had  at 
first  proposed  to  make.  It  Is  certainly 
now  too  late  to  desire  the  appointment  of 
a  Select  Committee.  I  shall,  therefore, 
merely  move,  that  the  House  will  early  in 
tbe  next  session  take  into  its  consi<lera- 
tion  the  collection  of  Tythes  in  Ireland. 
For  this  reason,  I  shall  not  feel  it  incum* 
bent  on  me  to  enter  into  the  general  sub* 
ject  at  much  len^b.  I  shall  only  submit 
to  tbe  House  'soch  general  grounds  for 
adopting  my  motion,  as  will  be  sufficient 
to  shew  to  tbe  Hoos^,  that  inquiry  is  es- 
sential, and  I  shall  wait  till  next  session  to 
advaoco  thoio  argam«nta  which  in  -my 
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QpinioD  may  be  urged  to  prove  the  ex- 
pediency of  a  commutaiion. 

In  the  first  place,  I  beg  leave  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  of  Ireland,  as  they 
have  already  been  declared  by  petitions 
and  resolutions  of  public  meetings  and 
grand  juries.  The  county  of  Tipperary 
hare  resolved,  '*  That  from  our  local 
knowledge  of  the  very  heavy  burdens  im- 
posed on  the  lower  orders  of  the  people 
by  the  present  system  of  tythes,  we  are 
confident  that  the  abolition  of  tythes,  and 
the  substitution  of  some  less  exceptionable 
provision  for  the  clergy,  would  princi- 
pally tend  to  promote  tranquillity,  extend 
industry,  and  effect  a  co-operation  of  all 
classes  against  the  common  enemy*" 
The  county  of  Clare  have  resoWed,  "  That 
the  grievances  resulting  from  the  present 
•VKtem  of  tythes  in  Ireland,  are  so  mani- 
fest, and  the  burthens  by  them  imposed 
«pon  the  labouring  classes  of  the  commu- 
Oity  so  oppressive,  that  it  becomes  our 
duty  to  declare  the  hecesMty  of  a  petition 
being,  submitted  to  Parliament,  humbly 
praying  the  substitution  of  some  equiva- 
lent, but  less  onerous  provision  for  the 
ministers  of  the  Established  Church.  It 
being  also  our  decided  conviction,  that 
there  is  no  act  to  which  the  legislature 
can  recur,  which  will  so  es<(entially  contri- 
bute to  promote  the  industry  and  to  pre- 
serve the  peace  of  this  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom;  none  which  can  so  strongly 
deserve  the  gratitude  and  conciliate  the 
affections  of  the  people/'  The  county  of 
Kerry  have  stated  in  their  petition  to  this 
House,  '*  That  impressed  with  a  strong 
sense  of  the  evils  resulting  from  the  mode 
*»f  levying  tyibes,  which,  whilst  they  im- 
pede apiculture  and  improvement,  afford 
the  clergyman  and  lay  impropriator  a 
provision  the  most  unsatisfactory  in  its 
pature,  from  the  odium  attendant  upon  it, 
they  snbmit  to  the  House  the  expediency 
of  providing  for  them  an  equivalent^ 
which  shall  be  more  consistent  with  the 
wishes  of  the  nation,  and  the  interests  of 
the  Church."  The  Queen's  county,  in 
their  petition,  say,  "  That  the  impolicy 
and  grievance  of  the  present  system  of 
tythes  are  universally  known  and  acknow- 
Itdged.  That  we  We  of  opinion  that  the 
legislature  can  adopt  no  measure  so  well 
calculated  to  secure  the  good  order  and 
quiet  which  now  prevail  throughout  Ire- 
land, and  to  defeat  any  attempt  of  inva- 
sion, as  a  commutation  of  tythe?."  The 
grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Wicklow  have 


resolved,  "  That  when  a  legislative  union 
was  proposed  between  this  country  and 
Great  Britain,  it  was  publicly  held,  out  ia 
Parliament  by  the  minister  of  England^ 
that  some  mode  would  be  adopted  tor  re- 
lieving the  lower  orders  in  this  country 
from  the  pressure  of  tythes,  which,  ac* 
cording  to  his  expression,  operate  in  many 
instances  as  a  great  practical  evil.''  T\m 
grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Armagh  hav« 
declared  "  We  see,  with  much  concern^ 
the  exorbitant  demands  made  by  some  ef 
the  clergy  and  their  proctors  in  certain 
parishes  in  this  county,  in  collectin^ff 
tythes,  to  the  very  great  oppression  of 
their  parishioners,  and  tending,  at  thhi 
time  in  particular,  to  detach  the  minds  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects  from  their  loyalty 
and  attachment  to  the  happy  constitution 
of  this  country .''  And  the  grand  jury  of 
the  King'9  county,  at  the  last  assizes,  hai^ 
made  this  declaration :  '<  We  think  it  ex- 
pedient to  express  our  unanimous  convic* 
tion»  that  the  interference  of  the  legisla» 
ture  upon  the  subject  of  tythes,  is  absc^ 
lutely  essential  to  the  tranquillity  and 
prosperity  of  Ireland." 

I  cannot  conceive.  Sir,  that  a  more  suf- 
ficient ground  could  exist  to  induce  tha 
House  to  examine  this  subject  than  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  these  seven  very 
extensive  counties  declaring  tythes  to  be 
a  great  grievance,  and  that  the  interfer- 
ence of  the  legislature  was  absolutely  ne« 
cessary.  But  these  counties  speak  the 
opinion  of  all  Ireland.  If  the  other  coun- 
ties had  thought  proper  to  come  forward 
with  the  same  zeal  for  the  public  good« 
and  with  the  same  energy  in  protecting 
their  own  most  important  interests  and 
rights,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  every 
one  of  them  wduld  have  spoken  the  same 
language*  I  say  this  in  the  hearing  of 
those  who  are  able  to  set  me  right  if  I  am 
incorrect  in  what  I  say,  but  Iventure  to 
foretell,  that  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
no  Irish  member  will  rise  in  his  place  and 
deny  the  accuracy  of  myeo-^strtion. 

But  besides  the  unanimous  conviction 
that  prevails  in  Ireland  that  the  legislature 
ought  to  interfere,  ministers  themselves 
have  afforded  a  very  good  ground  to  jus- 
tify me  in  making  the  motion  I  am  about 
to  make.^  In  the  session  in  which  the 
first  petitions  on  this  subject  were  pre* 
scnted  to  the  House,  1  was  induced  to 
postpone  calling  its  attention  to  them,  in 
consequenee  of  an  assurance  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  bt 
would  brjpg  forward  i  measure  of  retfres^ 
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in  iht  following  session.  But  when  that 
^sston  arriTed  nothing  more  was  done 
than  a  renewal  made  of  that  promise  by 
the  noble  lord  who  was  then  secretary  for 
Ireland.  In  the  next  session  there  Was 
itiil  no  measure,  but  a  new  promise  made 
by  the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Pole). 
Und«r  thesie  circumstances,  therefore,  I 
feel  that  I  have  a  good  claim  upon  the 
House  to  take  the  business  into  their  own 
hands,  and  to  giye  that  remedy  which  it 
sSeenis  ministers  are  either  unwilling  or 
unable  to  afferd. 

Though  it  18  not  by  any  means  my  in- 
tention at  this  time  to  enter  into  the  details 
ofthitf  most  important  question,  I  wish  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  endeayouring  to 
iirpose  the  inaccuracy  of  the  statements  of 
sbih^  facts  which  bear  upon  it.  It  is  of  thti 
Atst  importance  thai  the  House  should 
rightly  undetstitnd  the  probable  ihimbers  of 
the  people  of  Ireland,  and  of  them^  what 
proportion  belong  to  the  established  church. 
A  rit^ht  hon.  doctor  (Buigienan)  said  rery 
lately  in* his  place,  that  the  people  of  Irie- 
Iknd  did  not  e^ccfed  three  millions  and 
a  half,  and  that  of  these,  two  millions  only 
were  Catholics.  He  gr^onnded  his  state- 
ihent  on  the  essay  of  Mr.  Bushe.  I  have 
examined  that  essay,  and  feel  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  that  if  ever  a  statement  was 
made  in  this  House  more  unfounded  than 
another,  it  is  this  statement  of  the  learned 
doctor ;  fb^  so  far  from  Mr.  Bothe  baring 
said  tfny  thinj^'  io  his  ^ssay,  from  which  it 
wai  to  be  itifert-ed  that  at  this  time  the 
people  of  Ireland  amounted  only  to  three 
nnll ions  and  a  half,  be  has  proved  that  in 
the  year  179 1 ,  tbeV  atnounted  to4,200,000. 
Mr.  Chalmers,  w6ofle  authority  with  gen- 
tlemen on  the  opposite  side  stands  yery 
Ul^H  as  a  fietson  of  greftt  practical  ezpe- 
rlcfn^,  basex)amined  thit  etea^  of  Mr. 
fiusb^  ;  atid  hcT  di^ws  the  saihe  mfereiice. 
The  tfiann^r  in  which  tbii  calculation  was 
made,  whatever  may  bti  its  defects,  has 
thU  advantage ;  that  it  was  quite  condu- 
sive  as  to  the  nambers  beibfif  as  gfeat  as 
Uate  beeti  stftted,  because  the  actual  ex- 
tMhtfS  of  a  certain  ntitftber  of  boosts  Was 
Alfy  ascertained  by  the  collectors  of  the 
hearth-tat,  and  the*  average  number  of 
persons  in  ^ch  boost  by  the  actbal  eim- 
dfefatioh  of  those  living  in  so  lirge  a  num- 
i^  of  them,  as  to  afibrd  good  grounds  for 
tHkiUf  the  ayblvge  whien  was  adopted. 
Ihe  defect  of  the  plan  wtw,  that  it  wisis  not 
the  wiiy  of  ucenaining  thb  whole  of  the 
population;  f6t  Mr.  Bvibe  says,  that  al- 
thou|li  sworn  officers  were  appointed  to 
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collect  the  duty,  and  after  the  frauds 
of  several  of  them  had  been  detect- 
ed  and  punished,  there  were  a  con- 
siderable number  of  houses  suppressed 
by  them.  The  general  inference  to  be 
drawn  from  Mr.  Busbe's  estimate  is  this, 
that  the  population  of  Ireland  in  1791,  was 
at  the  least  4,200,000,  and  that  in  the  course 
of  the  last  20  years,  between  the  numbers 
omitted  to  be  taken  into  the  account,  and 
the  probable  increase  of  the  people,  it  is 
a  very  moderate  calculation  to  make  the 
actual  population  of  Irelabd  at  this  mo- 
ment at  5,000,000. 

As  to  the  proportion  which  the  dissenters 
,  from  the  established  church  bear  to  them 
who  belong  to  it,  there  is  go6d  authority 
for  sayibg,  nin^-tenths  are  dissenters. 
This  fact  fornis  a  leading  feature  in  the 
grievitnces  of  Tythes.  H  was  certainly  a 
great  hardship  that  u  people  should  be 
obliged  to  ]iay  the  clefgy  of  a  chiifch 
Whose  tehcJts  they  did  not  follow,  besides 
paying  the  clergy  of  their  own  church.  I 
feel^Sir,  when  I  make  thU  observation,  that 
it  is  neciessary  for  me  to  giiiird  it,  by  saying 
that  thdse  who  dissent  froni  the  established 
church  do  not  seek  for  the  abolition  of 
lytbe'st  they  by  no  means  carry  their 
complaints  so  far  as  to  warrant  ariy  such 
infertenbe.  All  they  esk  for  is  relief  from 
the  oppresftiye  and  vexatious  manner  in 
which  they  are  made  to  pay  them ;  and 
surely,  if' they  ere  contetited  to  support 
the  Establishment,  and  to  pay  what  the' 
(hurdi  demands,  it  is  but  just  that,  under' 
these  circumstance$,  the  legislatufe  should 
take  tdT^  they  were  protected'  from  the 
extorttoti  and  tyranny  of  those  employed 
in  the  dollection  of  them. 

It  may,  I  know,  bc^  s^id,  that  if  the  con- 
cession which  is  now  soOgbt  for  is«  given, 
the  pcoplcf  will  not  rest  satisfied,  but  go 
still  further  and  further,  till  they  haye  de- 
stroyed the  established  church.  But  if 
this  argument  shall  be  made  use  of  on  this 
oc9asion,  at  I  think  I  haye  reason  to  expect 
it  will,  as  It  a|>plieB  as  well  to  this  occa- 
sion as  to  that  of  the  Catholic  claims,  I 
should  be  inclined  to  reply,  that  the  Pro- 
testant church  of  Ireland  is  fully  secured 
from  all  such  attemptsby  the  act  of 'Union; 
not  merely  by  the  letter  of  it,  which  de- 
clares it  to  be  one  and  the  ssime  as  the 
church  of  England,  but  by  the  yery  na- 
ture and  essence  of  it  This  measure  was 
proposed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  for  the  avowed  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  two  great  objects  ;  the 
ffrst,  the*  advancement  of  the  power  and 
■ecuri^  of  Great  Britaio,  by  an  naioii  of 
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the  two  legislatures;  the  second,  the  re« 
medy  of  the  defects  of  the  interna) 
system  of  Ireland.  These  defects  were, 
on  the  one  hand,  ai»  establishment  of 
church  and  state,  for  the  exclusive  benefit 
of  one*tenth  of  the  people  ;  and,  on  the 
other,  a  people  deprived  of  their  constitu* 
tiona^  rishts,  through  fear  of  the  conces* 
sion  of  them  being  detrimental  t^  the  es- 
tablishment. To  remedy  these  defects, 
Mr.  Pitt  proposed  the  Union,  by  which 
the  establishment  was  to  derive  the  se* 
curity  by  consoli(iati(m  with  the  Protestant 
establishment  of  England  ;  and  the  peo« 
pie  were  to  be  placed  in  a  condition  wkicb 
would  enable  the  legislature  to  concede 
to  them  their  constitutional  rights^  and 
redress  of  the  grievance  of  Ty  thes.  K  then 
the  concession  were  made,  even  now,  the 
people  would  feel  they  were  bound  to  sub- 
mit cheerfully  to  the  support  and  pro- 
tection of  the  established  religion.  But 
had,  fortunately,  the  time  of  making  it 
been  the  time  at  which  the  act  of  union 
passed,  I  think  every  one  who  knows  any 
thing  of  Ireland  will  say,  that  no  circum- 
stance could  have  happened  which  wouhl 
have  placed  the  established  church  on  so 
secure  and  permanent  a  basis  ;  for  that 
basis  would  have  been  the  admission  of  the 
people  for  the  first  time  into  a  full  enjoy- 
ment of  liberty,  and  relief  from  llie  great- 
est of  all  grievances— «iheTy  the  system. 

I  wish.  Sir,  to  take  some  notice  of  an  as- 
sertion of  the  advocates  of  tythes,  that  the 
people  of  Ireland  are  not  oppressed  by 
them,  but  by  their  landlords.  '  It  is  stiJ 
that  their  landlonls  exact  more  rent  fur 
their  land  th.m  the  lanfl  is  worth.  To  me 
this  seems  to  be  nn  a<!sertion  on  the  face 
of  it  the  roost  absurd.  By  what  con* 
Irivance  land  is  m^de  to  difler  from  all 
other  commodities  in  re«pect  to  its  value, 
I  cannot  posnibly  comprehend.  I  should 
imagine  that  land,  like  other  things,  would 
only  bring  that  price  which,  accord* 
ing  to  thitse  principles  which  govern 
prices,  is  the  fair  and  proper  price.  If  it 
were  otherwise,  and  the  poor  tenantry  of 
Ireland  did  really  undertake  to  pay  loore 
for  land  than  tke'land  was  worth,  as  they 
would  begin  to  cultivate  it  in  total  pover- 
ty, and  as  its  produce  would  not  enable 
them  so  to  pay  the  rent  agreed  for,  it  is  so 
plain  that  great  loas  to  the  landlord  mast 
he  the  resiik,  that  I  never  can  betieve  that 
landlords  can  have  ever  attempted,  much 
lesa  established  so  ruinous  a  sysfeein. 
That  there  are  landlonk  in  Iretaodt  fltnd 
absent  proprietors  of  l^ad  thtre,  wbn 
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sometlAies  mismanage  tbeir  estates  when 
out  of  lease,  I  know  to  be  the  case.  I 
mean  those  landlords  who  make  it  a  prac- 
tice never  to  grant  leases  to  the  poorer 
descriptioo  of  persons  resident  on  their 
farms  afler  the  expiration  of  an  old  lease; 
but  to  select  some  opulent  individual  to 
take  the  whole  land  that  is  to  be  dispesed 
of  in  one  lease*  On  the  one  hand  there  is 
no  practice  so  completely  proved  by  ex- 
perience to  be  beneficial  to  both  landlord 
and  tenant,  as  that  of  giving  leases  to  the 
under-tenants  that  hold  the  land  on  the 
expiration  of  an  old  lease.  It  gives  every 
encouragement  to  that  great  class  of  peo* 
pie  to  be  industrious  and  orderly  in  tbeir 
conduct,  upon  whose  industry  and  good  con« 
duct  the  prosperity  and  tranquillity  of  Ire* 
land  almost  entirely  depend.  I  have  never 
known  an  instance  in  which  it  has  failed 
to  produce  the  moat  beneficial  cCFects. 
The  tenant  uniformly  repays  the  landlord 
for  the  confidence  placed  in  him,  not  only 
by  great  punctuality  in  respect  to  his  rent, 
but  by  makinp:  great  improvements  in  the 
cultivation  of  bis  farm,  and  by  following  a 
peaceable  course  of  life.  On  the  other  hand, 
when  landlords^  mistaking  their  own  inte- 
,rests,  adopt  the  practice  of  selecting  one 
opulent  individual  as  their  tenant  of  enrli 
large  tract  of  land  they  hat^e  to  let,  with- 
out any  regard  to  the  nuiiierous  families 
that  may  be  residont'on  it,  they  greatly 
diminish  their  own  income,  and  placa 
these  families  in  the  mo.'tt  miserable  corft» 
dition,  by  exposing  them  either  to  the 
exorbitant  exactions  of  the  immediate 
tinnnt,  or  to  the  still  greater  oppression  of 
expitlsion  from  the  land  on  which  they 
have  been  accustomed  to  live.  I  feel. 
Sir,  very  anxious  to  impress  upon  the 
Mouse  a  conviction  of  the  truth  of  these 
doctrines  ;  because  I- know*  of  no  circuow 
stance  belonging  to  the  internal  econoniy 
of  Ireland,  so  well  calculated  to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  lower  orders  of  the 
people,  and  to  render  them  industrious, 
comfortable  and  happy,  as  the  adopting 
as  a  general  rule  by  landlords  of  the  pra^ 
tice  of  giving  their  lands  when  out  of 
lease  to  those  whom  they  may  find  es« 
tablished  upon  them.  I  have  seen  whole 
tracts  of  country,  and  great  tribes  of  peo» 
pie  brought  froiki  a  stale  of  wa^te  and  po* 
verty  into  one  of  great  improvement  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years  by  this  simple 
expedient,  and  I  feel  ooiie  sure  that  if  all 
the  landlords  of  Ireian«  were  to  select  for 
their  tenants  those  who  have  become  fixed 
on  their  property  as  tenants  to  their  ini* 
(2P) 
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mediate  tenants,  whenever  oppoftonilies 
present  tbenif«Wes,  the  most  general  and 
most  valuable  improvements  would  soon 
•fhew  itself  in  the  better  cultivation  of  the 
■country,  and  in  the  ameliorated  con- 
dition of  the  loviper  orders  of  the  people. 

In  a  former  debate  on  this  question,  I, 
and  those  who  thought  and  acted  with 
me,  were  accused  of  spreading  a  flame  of 
expectation  that  never  could  be  realized. 
And  that  would  produce  incalculable  mis- 
chief. There  is  no  charge  so  easy  to  be 
refuted  as  this— because  I  have  not  been 
the  first  to  Complain  of  the  grievance  of 
Tythcs.  In  the  year  1787,  several  peti- 
tions were  presented  to  the  Irish  House 
of  Commons,  praying  for  a  commutation. 
In  that  and  the  tno  following  years  the 
right  hon.  gent,  the  member  for  Dublin 

IMr.  Grattan)  called  upon  the  House  to 
isten  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition.  He 
prefaced  his  motion  with  speeches  of  such 
force  in  argument,  and  such  power  in  eto- 
qoence,  that  so  long  as  they  exist,  Tythes 
must  be  considered  a  grievance,  and 
the  plan  for  redressing  it  simple  and  prac- 
ticable. In  the  year  1799,  Mr.  Pitt,  of 
tifhose  principles  the  right  hon.  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  profe&ses  himself 
to  be^  the  strenuous  advocate,  when  he 
wishes  to  give  to  his  administrationiho  aid 
^of  Mr.  Pitt's  authority,  said  in  his  speech 
€n  the  Union,  that  Tv thes  in  Ireland  were  a 
great  practical  evil.  The  admiuisi  ration  that 
preceded  tbe  present  implicitly  avowed 
themselves  to  be  friends  of  an  alieraiion  of 
the  Ty thes  in  Ireland;  and  the  right  hon. 

Sent,  himself  has  contributed  very  ma- 
srially  to  raise  the  expectation  of  the 
people  by  the  piromise  which  he  made* 
when  tbe  Petitions  were  presented  to  the 
House  three  years  ago.  So  that  in  point 
ot  fact,  there  is  no  ground  whatever  of  im- 
puting to  uie,  or  those  who  act  with  me, 
tbe  charge  which  had  been  made. 

Let  tbe  fate,  Sir,  of  my  motion  be  whtft 
it  roa^,  I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
assunng  the  House  that  I  will  ver^  early 
io  the  next  session  bring  this  subject  be- 
fore  tbe  House.  1  trust  that  the  people  of 
Ireland  will  take  the  opportunity  the  re- 
cess  will  afTord  them  of  making  toeir  sen* 
timents  more  fully  ktiown.  If  they  do — 
if  all  the  Irish  counties  come  forward  and 
give  to  their  friends  in  parliament  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  public  declaration  of  their 
opinioDp  I,  for  my  own  part,  can  feel  no 
doubt  of  their  efforts  being  completely 
successful.  I  beg  leave  to  move,  *'  That 
ihis  House  will«  early  ia  the  next  aeaiioD 
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of  parliament,  take  into  its  consideration 
the  Collection  of  Tythes  in  Ireland." 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  that  having  long  con* 
sidered  this  question  as  one  most  impor- 
tant to  the  tranquillity  of  Ireland,  and  one 
that  was  called  for  by  tbe  general  policy 
and  expediency  of  the  country,  he  there- 
fore rose  merely  to  second  the  motion. 

Mr.  IVtlUsley  Pole  said,  that  from  the 
manner  in  whicli  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
brought  forward  this  motion,  he  should 
have  been  extremely  happy  had  he  been 
able  to  give  it  his  support.  He  had, 
during  the  recess  of  parliament,  inquired 
into  the  subject ;  but  the  more  he  had 
investigated  it,  the  more  he  was  con- 
vinced of  the  impossibility  of  adopting 
any  measure  to  remedy  the  evil  com- 
plained of.  Both  he  and  his  right  hon. 
friend  near  him  had  been  anxious  to  sug- 
gest some  feasible  plan  for  that  purpose 
the  moment  he  came  into  office.  It  had 
been  a  subject  which  had  been  frequently 
agitated  by  some  of  the  most  enlightened 
statesmen,  and  amtuigst  others  by  Mr. 
Grattan,  and  yet  none  of  them  had  ever 
been  able  to  surest  a  plan  that  could 
have  the  desired  eliect.  Knowing  the 
great  weight  which  that  right  hon«.  gent, 
possessed  in  Ireland,  it  was  certainly  ex- 
traordinary that  he  could  not  so  much  as 
induce  tho  Irish  parliament  even  to  dis- 
cuss the  Bill  he  proposed  upon  this  very 
subject.  Even  the  lion,  gf  nt.  who  now  made 
this  motion,  although  he  had  read  all  the 
books  and  pamphlets  that  had  been  pub- 
lished upon  the  subject,  had  not  been  able 
to  suggest  a  plan.  He  himself  did  not,  at 
first,  perceive  the  difficulty  that  existed  ; 
but  he  had  now  formed  the  opinion,  that 
there  was  no  plan  that  could  be  adopted 
that  would  not  place  the  people  of  Ire- 
land in  a  worse  situation,  in  regard 
to  tythes,  than  they  at  present  were. 
It  was  easy  to  talk  of  theories,  but  he 
might  here  observe,  that  tythes,  ao  far 
front  being  an  additional  tax  upon  the 
landholders,  were  of  tbe  nature  of  an 
original  charge  upon  all  property,  sup* 
posing  that  all  property  emanated  front 
the  crown.  When  a  person  took  a  lease, 
be  took  it  under  the  burden  of  tythes. 
which  were  a  tenth  of  the  produce  of  the 
land,  one  third  of  which  belonged  to  tho 
lay  impropriators,  and  the  other  two  thirds 
went  to  the  clergy  in  various  ways.  Tbe 
persons  paying  Tythes  to  the  lay  inpro* 
priators,  generally  Speaking,  were  mora 
oppressed  than  those  paying  to  the  clergy. 
It  there  were  any  opprewion  at  all,  it 
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occasioned  by  th«  Tythe  farmer,  and  not 
the  Tytlie  proctor.      Tbe   Tythe  farmer 
was  one  who  look  a  lease  of  the  Tythes 
and  collected  ihcm.     One  of  the  great 
causes  of  the  op|ire8sioQ,  was  the  payment 
of  Tythes  from  year  to  year,  without  any 
certainty  of  the  amount,  tor  without  a  cer- 
tainty of  what  a  man  was  to  pay,  he  na* 
turally  conceived  that  the  more  industrious 
he  was,  the  more  lie  was  taxed  at  the  end 
bf  the  year.     Tiie  remedy  that  occurred 
was,  to  give  to  the  clergy  the  power  of 
granting  certain    potist^sston  lor  fuurteen 
years,  ai  a  certain  spi'ciBc  rate,  hut  it  was 
Ibund  that  the  lay  impropriators  had  al- 
ready let  one- third  of  the  whole  Tythes 
of  that  kingdom.     If  this  were  correct,  it 
woul^  not  be  proper  to  enable  the  clergy 
to  grant  leases  lu^yond  their  incumbencies, 
but  even  that  measure  would  not  tend  to 
remedy  the  evil  complained  of.     The  Bill 
for   raising    the   Tythes  in  Ireland  was 
framed  by  lord  Rede^^dalr,  and  afterwards 
coiuidered    by    the  Lord   Chancellor  of 
England.  «od  it  was  found  impossible  to 
frame  it  in  any  other  way.     If  they  were 
grant  a  gcueral  power  of  leasing,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  give  relief  to  the  parties. 
In  the  parish  to  vihich  he  himself  belonged 
there  were  already  nearly  2,000  persons 
who  paid  Tythes.     He  was  the  first  person 
who  had  ret  his  face   u gainst  those  who 
were  called  middle  men  in  that  country, 
because  he  had  always  endeavoured  to  let 
his  land  to  the  persons  who  were  residing 
upon  it,  but  it  was  necessary  to  understand 
the   people  of  ireland,  in  order  to  under- 
stand this  quei^tion.     The  very  moment 
any  gentleman  advertised  his  estate,  con- 
taining about  20,  30,  or  M)  tenants,  all  of 
whom,  with  their  families,  having  resided 
upon  it  during  their  lives,  and  although 
they  were  mo»t  anxious  to  remain  upon  it, 
yet  it  was  with  difficulty  tbey  could  be 
got  to  make  an  otier.   This  being  the  case, 
the  lands  were  necessarily  let  to  another, 
who  re-let  them  to  the  original  tenants  at 
a  still  higher  price  than  what  they  could 
have  originally  got  them  au     He  wished 
tbe  landlords  to  set   their  faces  against 
these  middle  men,  and  much  of  the  com- 
plaints would  be  done  away.    Many  things 
lythed  in  England  were  uottythed  in  Ire- 
land.   There  were,  for  instance,  no  Tythes 
io  Ireland  for  calves,  milk,  and  hay,  and  in 
many  parts  no  Tythe  Has  taken  for  pota- 
toeiw  and  in  other  paru,  only  six-pence  per 
acre.     In  some  parU,  there  was  only  one 
shilling  uken  for  the  whole  flax  upon  the 
kods^aod  in  other  pans  only  six-pence  per 
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acre.    It  was  therefore,  evideot,  that  th« 
Irish,  in  regard  to  Tythes,  were  used  with 
the  greatest   lenity,  in  comparison  with 
England.      He    did   not   know    whether 
the    hon.    gent,    meant   to    include   the 
la}'  impropriators  as  well  as  ihc  clergy 
in  his  proposed  regulation  ;  but  he  should 
conceive,  that  ii  was  Hardly  possible  to  re- 
gulate the    one    without  regulating    the 
other*     It  had    been   originally  propost^d 
to  appoint  commissioners,  to  ascertain  tho 
value  of  those  Tythes,  but  he  could  not 
conceive  how  the  commissioners  were  to 
act.     They  had  before  them  the  common 
law  of  the  land  to  regulate,  their  conduct, 
and  if  they  found  thai  a  clergyman  had  a 
right  to  Tythes  upon  flax,  but  only  charged 
one  shilling  per  acre,  hqw  could  ihey  taka 
an  oath  that  that  was  ail  they  had  a  righl 
to  ?  The  same  observation  might  be  mada 
as  to  potatoes,  which,  in  some  places,  only 
paid  sixpence  per  acre.     He  should  aver 
that  such  apian  of  regulation  could  not  bi| 
practicable.— Mr.  Pole  then  proceeded  to 
animadvert  upon  the  plan  formerly  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Grattan,  and  endeavoured 
to  show  the    fallacy  of  the  instructions 
therein  proposed,  to  be  given  to  the  com- 
mis^ioiicis.      He.  contended    that  the  un- 
fortunate  cultivator  of  land  would  not  be 
relieved  from  the  supposed  grievance  of 
Tythes.     For  supposing  that  there  was  a 
rate,  per  acre,  in  lieu  of  Tythe,  the  con^ 
sequence  would  be  that  the  landlord  would 
charge^  not  nine-tenths  of  the  produce  of 
the  land,  but  the  whole  of  the   produce 
upon  the  tenant.     It  would  be  no.  longer 
competent  to  say,  when  bargaining  for 
rent,  '*  You  must  take  into  yourconsidera- 
tion  the  tenth,   which  must  be  |iaid  in 
Tytbe.''    Thus«  while  the  amount  of  the 
Tythe  would  be  laid  on  by  an  acreable 
rate,  the  whole  of  the  produce  would  be 
estimated  by  the  landlord,  in  thr  charge  of 
his  rent.     Was  it  not  universally  admitted 
that  where  land  was  Tythe  free,  the  rent 
was  considerably    greater  ?    The  reason 
why  it  was  not  accounted  a  grievance, 
when  paid  in  rent,  was,  that  tbe  land- 
lord and  tenant,  at  the  time  of  their  con* 
tract  for  the  farm,  took  all  this  into  their 
consideration,  and  tbe  tenant,  being  led 
to  understand  at  the  time,  the  condition 
he  would  be  subjected  to,  became  satis- 
fied.    It  was  therefore  clear,  if  we  could 
make  the  tenant  understand  his  case  in 
respect  to  tytbe^t  the  time  of  his  tak- 
ing  the  farm,  ,he   would  not  feel  moxe 
dissatisfied  in  this  situation,  than  he  would  . 
do  if  he  paid  ao  much  more  rent.    lhea» 
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were  the  reasons,  in  bis  opinion,  why  one 
mode  of  payment  was  not,  and  the  other 
was,  accounted  a  grieTance.  There  would 
be  coitsiderable  difficuUy  in  laying  on 
this  rate  by  acre^  and  when  it  should  be 
charged  upon  the  produce  of  each  acre, 
by  calculating  so  mtl<:h  for  an  itcre  of 
wheat,  80  moch  for  an  acre  of  barley.  &c. 
the  calcaUtion  through  a  parish  might  be 
so  made  as  to  bear  very  hard  and  very 
unjustly  upon  t-he  owners  of  farms,  with- 
out any  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  soil. 
Originallj'  he  had  approved  of  the  mode 
proposed,  that  the  clergy  should  have  land 
in  lieu  of  tythe ;  but  opon  closer  examiiia- 
ttoti  be  found  that  even  that  mode  would 
be  attended  with  so  many  drfliculties,  as 
would  render  tbe  justice  of'  it  impractica- 
ble. It  would  be  fuQnd  impossible  in  sell- 
ing the  tythes,  and  purchasing  land  in 
lien  of  (hem,  that  the  church  could  pre- 
serve the'amount  of  their  property ;  they 
WouW  lose  nearly  one- fourth.  He  thought 
diffcretitly  from  others  respecting  the  con- 
duct of  the  clergy,  and  recollected  several 
instances  of  their  shelving  great  modera- 
tion. In  Irclandt  the  tythe  of  agistment 
had  been  removed  by  act  of  parliament, 
ami  the  bishops  entered  a  protest  memora- 
ble fur  its  moderation  and  liberality.  In 
the  province  of  Ulster,  though  the  tythe 
of  milk  had  been  petitioned  against,  and 
the  legislature  considered  the  charge  of 
the  clergy  proper,  yet  it  was  <liscon- 
tinued,  and  no  such  thing  was  taken  at 
this  day.  It  was  a  fallacious  conception, 
ihat  tythes  were  more  oppressive  in  Ire- 
land than  th'ey  were  in  this  country.  This 
mode  of  amelioraiing  the  payment  of 
tythes  would  be  foond  totally  iiiapplicabie 
in  Ireland,  as  it  could  not  suit  itself  to 
the  varioos  customs  of  different  parishes. 
It  would  be  much  belter  to  devise  a  svs- 
tem  whereby  the  clergy  might  be  led  to 
do  their  duty^  to  go  about  and  attend  to 
the  wants  and  necessities  of  the  people, 
ivliich  would  produce  such  an  understand- 
ing between  the  pastor  and  his  flock,  as 
would  put  ^n  end  to  all  compUinis  of 
grievance.  The  evil  was  not  what  it  was 
supposed  lo  be,  tf  the  tiulU  was  clearly 
understood.  He  believe.!  ivme  pai«l  tythes 
more  cheerfully  than  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic9  of  Ireland;  and  he  h?.d  no  dool>t  but 
ihey  considered  the  right  as  emnniting 
from  the  original  grant  of  landis  from  >h«> 
crowfi.  The  disturbaiKCH  winch  hnj)- 
pencd  last  year,  in  the  coimiies  of  K.il* 
kenny,  TIpperary,  and  Walerford,  weie 
ttoi  eoimected  with  ifae  coflipiafMi  agaiost 
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tythes.  If  it  would  be  any  satisfadion  to 
the  hon.  gentSeman  op()osite  to  know  that 
ministers  were  disliked^  he  had  no  hesita^^ 
tion  in '  saying  they  were  much  disliked 
in  those  counties.  That  dislike  arose 
from  their  conduct  in  regard  to  the  Insur- 
rection a^t,  and  none  ivceived  deeper  and 
louder  curses  than  he  did  upon  thai  occa* 
sion.  Bet  in  only  one  of  these  counties, 
and  in  one  instance  only,  was  there  any 
mention  of  the  grievance  of  tythes.— The 
right  hon.  member  next  proceeded  to  state 
the  opinion  of  the  iSolicitor  General  of 
Ireland,  which  stared  the  ruinous  conse- 
quences that  must  result  from  the  princi- 
ples entertained  by  the  common  people  of 
that  country.  He  concluded  by  conjuring 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  withdraw  his 
motion,  and  before  next  session-  ihere 
would  be  an  opportunity  fur  him  to  look 
round  ami  view  the  state  of  Ireland,  to 
estimate  ihe  correctness  of  the  remarks 
which  he  had  made  this  night.  If  the 
hon.  gentleman  should  then  think  some 
measure  of  this  dcscripii^'n  were  neces- 
sary, and  he  could  bring  him  to  concur 
with  him  as  to  its  necessity,  and  could 
convince  him  of  its  propriety,  he  woutd 
be  ihe  first  to  prr)mote  any  plan  which 
could  benefit  the  people  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  French  ex;;re3i.sed  his  pleasure  in 
liaving  heard  the  speech  of  the  right  h«»n. 
gentleman ;  but  he  could  not  agree  with 
the  greater  part  of  his  obs#»rvations.  He 
did  not  see  thedifficuhy  of  makii'.g  a  rate 
per  acre,  and  thought  it  might  easily  be 
ap|)ortioned,  according  to  the  average 
amount  of  the  different  articles,  and  a  cat* 
culation  of  a  number  of  years.  He  was 
ready  to  allow  that  tythes  had  no  share  in 
the  disturbances  of  Ireland  ;  but  he  sup- 
ported the  mode  now  recommended,  as 
one  likely  to  produce  satisfaction.  He 
foresaw  no  dinficuUy,  and  although  a  few 
gentlemen  might  pronounce  it  imprac- 
ticable, that  was  no  argument  against 
making  the  trial.  In  the  parliament  of 
Ireland,  panicoiariy,  he  had  known  in* 
stances  where  plans  had  by  a  few  been 
pronounced  totally  Impracticable,  and  yet 
those  plant  were  afterwards  adopted  and 
found  to  be  beneficial.  He, was  a  friend 
to  this  measure  of  ameliorating  the  tythes, 
because  he  thought  ii  would  create  consi- 
derable satisfaction  in  the  minds  of  ike 
people  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  Htrheii  thought  a  mode  mrighi  ke 
deviled,  whrcb  wouki  secure  the  rights  of 
the  clergj^  and  tranquil  Use  the  minds  of 
the  people.    He  aaribftttd  nost  of  tba 
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culamities  of  Ireland  to  ibe  eintom  of  di- 
viding rarm$  amongst  a  nnmtroui  family, 
and  thereby  causing  a  superabundance  of 
occupants,  and  hence  tbey  were  not  able 
to  support  themselves.  I'he  same  custom 
in  France  led  to  great  misery.  He  was 
lavonrable  to  the  motion,  but  he  did  not 
consider  tythes  as, the  only  grievanco  of 
that  country,  but  they  were  an  aggrava- 
tion of  all  the  evils  he  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  Tij^e  was  happy  to  hear  that  gen- 
tlemen on  all  sides  agreed,  that  in  the  sys- 
tem of  tythes  there  were  many  evils  which 
required  redress.  £ven  the  Irish  Secretary 
of  State  agreed  in  this  opinion ;  there 
were  papers  on  the  table  which  shewed  it 
to  be  the  decided  declaration  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland,  that  any  modification  of  the 
Tythes  would 'be  better  than  the  present 
aystem  observed  in  Ireland ;  and  the  ques- 
tion seemed  to  be,  whether  the  House 
ahould  proceed  to  a  modification  of  this 
aystem,  or  whether  they  ought  to  rest 
aatisfied  with  the  mere  ^pse  dixit  of  the 
Secretary  for  Ireland  on  this  subject?  He, 
believed,  that  in  a  true  system  of  politics, 
'Vio  grievance  ever  existed  for  which  a 
remedy  was  not  to  be  found.  The  griev- 
ance .  here  complained  of,  was  that  of  the 
union  of  an  Anglican  church  to  an  Irish 
atate.  The  question  now  to  be  considered 
was,  whether  at  any  fixture  period,  the  evils 
thence  complained  ofmight.be  remedied  ? 
—The  only  alleviations  proposed  by  the 
right  hon.  Secretary,  were  resident  cfergy, 
who  would  have  no  doty  to  do ;  and  glebe 
houses,  which  must  be  useless,  unless  where 
there  were  families  to  put  into  them.  The 
right  of  Tythes  rested  on  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  there  was  no  reason  wby  it  should 
not  be  changed,  as  well  as  the  acts  regard- 
ing Grown  renu  and  quit  rents,  which  had 
undergone  alterations* 

Dr.  Duigamn  said  the  clergy  only  got 
according  to  the  goodness  of  the  crop, 
which  was  a  more  equitable  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding than  that  of  the  landlord^  who  in- 
sisted on  having  his  rent  whether  the  crop 
succeeded  or  not.  The  conspirators,  along 
with  O'Connor  and  Efaimett,  had  been 
known  to  declare,  that  th%  people  would 
not  be  at  all  relieved  kf  the  ab<^ition 
of  Tythea,  which  would  only  go  to  in- 
crease the  rents  of  the  lanidloni.  He 
denied  that  the  proportion  t>f  Proteatama 
and  Meviaa  Catholics  was  at  all  as  had 
«b^eiB  rapveaeoicd.  Instead  of  the  tloman 
Catholtca  aaiOQOting  to  five  millions^  be 
contended  tiiai  they  did  nol  anotmi  te 
«bova  Mf  lhalMflibtr. 
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Oeneral  Maihew  declared,  that  be  never 
had  any  idea  of  dispossessing  the  present 
proprietors  of  Tythes,  without  seeing  that 
they  received  a  perfect  and  complete 
equivalent.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
doctor  had  been  pleased  greatly  to  under- 
rate the  population  of  Ireland  ;  but  he 
would  venture  to  assert^  that  the  next  cen- 
sus would  exceed  five  millions  of  people. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  too,  had  asserted 
what  would  almost  indace  him  to  say  he 
knew  nothing  of  the  country,  at  least 
greatly  to  iloubt  that  he  was  acquainted 
with  the  wishes  either  of  the  people  or  of 
the  clergy. — ^Tlie  plan  which  he  would 
propose,  and  which,  he  was  satisfied, 
would  be  agreeable  not  only  to  the  Irish 
clergy,  but  to  the  Irish  people,  would  be, 
that  the  clergy  should  be  paid  from  the  ' 
treasury,  by  the  sale  of  the  clerical  lands, 
and  if  any  thing  in  addition  was  required, 
then,  be  submitted,  that  there  could  be 
nothing  so  simple  as  to  raise  the  femaimler 
by  an  acrcable  tax  on  ihe'  lands  over 
which  there  was  at  present  a  right  of 
Tythe.  The  sum  thus  allowed,  he  should 
propose,  should  average  the  Tythe  for  the 
last  three  year«,  and.  that  there  might  ba 
no  complaints,  that  the  valuation  should  ))e 
revised  every  21  years.  If  such  a  system 
a  ere  adopted,  then  would  the  bone  ef 
contention,  which  at  present  existed  in 
Ireland,  be  withdrawn,  axfd  Ireland  would 
become  a  mine  of  wealth  to  England,  in« 
stead  of  beins  a  burden  upon  her,  as  sh% 
had  been  said  to  be  by  the  hon.  member 
for  Corfe  castle  (Mr.  Bankes) ;  that  hon. 
member,  who  hiKl  m»de  it  his  study  on  aH' 
occasions  to  speeic  most  contemptuously  of 
Ireland,  had,  however,  only  shewn  hia 
ignorance  on  this  occasion. 

The  Speaker  here  called  the  hon  general 
to  order. 

€reneral  Maihew  was  happy,  however, 
that  the  hon.  member  had  met  with  a  jusa 
rebuke,  not  only  from  tlie  Irish  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  but  from  the  English 
Obancellor  of  the  Exchequer  also. 

The  Spetiker  again  interfered,  begging 
of  the  hen.  general  to  spare  such  remarlta 
as  by  the  rules  of  the  House  were  to- 
bidden. 

General  Maihew  again  expressed  hia 
pleasure  at  the  check  the  honourable  ai»nb> 
ber  bad  received. 

The  iSpeofterasked  if  it  was  the  plearara 
of  the  Houee  that  the  orders  ahoald  ba 
acted  ap  to?  This  bainff  answered  by 
calls  of  Chair!  chair!  from  every  pait 
of  the  Sb^m,  the  S|peaker  than  lofomml 
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the  bon*  general,  t&at  by  the  usage  of  ihe 
House,  such  reflections  as  he  had  made 
were  forbidden ;  on  which  ihe  hon.  mem- 
ber sat  down.  , 

Mr.  bankcM  declared  it  had  never  been 
his  practice  or  his  inclination  to  talk  dis- 
respectfully of  an  iudividuaj,  siiit  more 
of  a  whole  nation.  He  had  looked  into 
the  financial  situation  nf  Ireland  ;  and  it 
was  a  thorough  conviction  of  the  dilapi- 
dated state  of  its  finances  which  had  in- 
duced him  to  make  the  observations  which 
bad  given  oilence  to  the  hon.  general. 
His  experience  since  that  time,  however, 
bad  confirmed  rather  than  removed  the 
impressions  he  then  felt.  As  to  the  hon. 
member,  he  bad  always  felt  and  expressed 
himself  towards  him  with  respect.  With 
regard  to  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  it  would  be 
to  the  advantage  of  that  country,  if  other 
gentlemen  belonging  to  England  had  at- 
tended to  them  as  he  (Mr.  B.)  bad  done. 

General  Mathew  declared  himself  satis- 
fied with  the  explanation. 

The  Speaker  said,   it  was  for  the  hon. 
general  to  have  explained. 

General  Maihtw  thought  he  had  al- 
ready done  so. 

Sir  John  Newpori  observed,  that  he  was 
'  much  obliged  to  the  hon.  gent,  for  having 
brought  the  question  before  the  House. 
He  could  not  agree  with  the  learned  doctor, 
that  tytbes  were  as  much  the  property  of 
the  clergy,  as  the  land  was  to  the  land- 
holder. He  knew  of  forty  acres  of  potatoe 
ground,  in  the  diocese  of  Cashel,  where 
the  landholder  had  to  pay  five  pound  an 
acre  tytbes.    Would   it  be  said  that  this 
was  not  a  great  evil;  and  why,  then, should 
not  the  House  pledge  themselves  to  in- 
Testigate  the  subject  in  the  next  session  ? 
It  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  old  story ; 
for  whether  it  was  the  case  of  reform,  Ca- 
tholic emancipation,  or  tytbes,  he  never 
knew  the  administration  acknowledge  that 
they  ought  to  be  relieved^  and  that  the 
Petitions  presented  to  them  merely  arose 
from  the  turbulent  spirit  of  the  people. 
Would  any  rational  set  of  men  l>elieve 
this  to  be  the  fact,  when  the  very  accused 
were,  the  Mipporters  of  the  constitution  ? 
If  the  people  of  Ireland  had  the  same 
foresight  before  the  Union  as  they  had 
now,  they  would   have  got  what  they 
were  now  seeking  for.     His  right  hon* 
friend  (Mr.  Grattan)  had  often  brought 
forward  similar  measures  in  ihe  Irish  par- 
liament   Although  they  bad  been  lost, 
he  had  the  satisfection  of  knowing  they 
were  approved  of  by  the  people.     AJ- 
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though  not  in  parliament  at  the  time  of 
the  Union>  he  was  one  of  those  who  w;u& 
led  astray,  for  he  thought  iu  b^^Sis  wm 
^atholic  emancipation,  and  the  regula- 
tion of  tytbes.  Ihe  abuses  in  pfocioiage, 
and  the  evils  arising  from  ihc  varit^ty  of 
tyihes,  as  stated  by  the  right  boo*  Secre- 
tary, appeared  to  him  to  be  sprung  rea- 
sons for  going  into  ihe  inquiry,  ratb<*r 
than  reasons  against  it.  But  whatever  de- 
cision the  House  now  came  to,  the  appli- 
cation he  hoped  would  be  repeated,  till  a 
remedy  was  found  fur  so  great  an  evil. 

Mr.  Abcrcromb^  supported  the  motion, 
on  the  ground  that,  as  the  existence  of  a 
great  evil  was  admitted  on  all  hands,  the 
House  ought  not  to  rest  satiiified  without 
inquiry. 

Mr.  fF.  S/^iz/i  followed  offHhesame  sije, 
and  contended  that  the  whole  ty thing 
system  ought  to  be  revised. 

Mr.  Feter  j\Joort  spoke  in  favour  u(  the 
mo:ion,  and  expressed  his  astoniiihtnent 
that  investigation  into  the  state  of  Irelaud 
should  be  refused,  when  their  ignorance 
about  that  country  was  so  great,  that  the 
two  sides  could  not  agree  within  a  milliott 
and  a  half,  as  to  its  ix>pulatioii. 

The  House  then  divided,  when  the  num- 
bers were  :  For  the  motion  S^9 ;  Against 
it  54>;  Majority  againil  the  motion  2i. 

List  qf  the  Minoriiy, 

A^ercrombv,  J.  JVIatheiv,  General  M. 

Adams,  C. "  Aloore,  P. 

Babingtun,  T.  Newport,  sir  J. 

Barham,  J.  F.  Palmer,  C. 
Barnard,  T.               >      Sberidan,  R.  B. 

Brougham,  H.  Smith,  W. 

Bur dett,  sir  F.  Tal  bot,  R.  W. 

French,  A.  Ti«he»  W. 

Grant,  G.  Wurreiider,  »ir  G. 

Herberi,  H.  Western,  C.  C. 

Hutchinson,  C.  Wilberforcc,  W. 

Kemp,  T.  R.  Wroj teste v,  If. 

KniKW,  R.  Whitbread,  S. 
LatoQche,  R.  tellies. 

Latouche,  T.  Llovd,  H. 

Martin,  H.  Parbell,  if. 
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Wednuday,  June  1 2. 

Bbrkelsy  PfiSRAGB.]  The  Committee 
of  privileges  on  the  Berkeley  Peerage  %%%. 
from  halt  past  one  till  nearly  halUpast 
eight.  The  evidence  on  the  part  of  tlie 
claimant  was  closed,  with  the  exception  of 
Mrs.  Turner,  sister  to  tbe  counfeess  of 
Berkeley,  whom  Mr.  Serjeant  Beat  tuted 
to  be  in  America,  and  reiiuested  that  ibe 
further  consideration  of  Ui«  claimt  might 
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men  therein,  and  the  effects  thereof  on 


be  postponed  till  the  next  firs&ion,  upon  an 
engagement  on  the  part  of  the  claimant, 
then  to  prodoce  her  as  a  witness.  Thi.i 
%ras  objected  l«  hy  the  Solicitor  General, 
but  the  'consideration  of  the  <pie»tion  was 
not  entered  into  by  the  Committee,  it  be- 
ir.g  agreed '  that  the  Solicitor  General 
fthoiil(J  call  the  further  witnesses  who  were 
in  attendance  on  the  part  of  the  youngest 
flon.  These  witnesses  were  iherr/ore  ex- 
amined ;  and  some  letters  from  the  earl 
of  Berkeley  were  given  in  evidence.  The 
further  proceeding  of  the*  Coinmittee  was 
appointed  for  to-morrow  at  half-past  one 
o'clock.  It  Was,  suggested  by  lord  Re- 
desdale,  that  it  was  material  their  lord- 
ships should  be  in  possession  of  the  evi- 
dence  of  a  certain  noble  lord,  a  mctnber 
of  the  House. 


ROUSE  OF  COMMONS* 

Wednesday,  June  1 2. 

JouitNEYMBN  Tailors.*]  Mr.  LockhoTt 
fose,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  some  regulation 
pn  the  subject  of  the  Tailors'  trade  in  the 
city  of  London.  Combinations  among 
this  body  were  of  very  old  standing,  and 
called,  even  in  ancient  times,  for  penal 
acts.  The  oldest  which  be  could  find  on 
the  subject  was  in  the  reign  of  Edward 
l>;  the  next  was  enacted  in  the  neign  of 
George  the  first;  and  another  still  more 
severe  in  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty. 
It  was  found,  notwithstanding,  that  those 
combinations  had  not  on!y  increased,  but 
thai  they  were  conducted  on  a  scale  of 
great  magnitude,  and  with  such  peculiar 
sagacity  as  to  defeat  the  object  of  every 

Cenal  statute.  There  were»  within  the 
ills  of  mortality,  about  24,000  tailors, 
and  of  these  4,000  had  been  proved  to  be 
in  a  regular  combination,  provided  not 
only  with  counsel,  but  with  a  fund  of 
money.  They  were  not  content  with  aid- 
ing their  own  combinations,  but  even 
the  combinations  of  other  trades,  particu- 
larly of  the  Calico  Weavers.  It  was  un- 
necessary for  him  to  enlarge  upon  the 
danger  of  such  combinations,  or  the  pro- 
bability of  their  taking  a  much  more  ex- 
tended and  diflerent  compass,  unless  speedi- 
ly removed.  He  concluded  with  moving, 
'•  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  take  into  consideration  the  Laws  regu- 
lating the  Wages  of  Journeymen  in  the 
Tailors'  trade  within  the  bills  of  mortality, 
the  state  of  the  said  trada  generally,  the 
combinations  entered  into  by  Journey^ 


other  branches  of  industry.' 

Sir  Thomas  Turion  did  not  approve  of  the 
existing  laws,  but  thought  that  no  addi- 
tional restrictive  statutes  should  be  enact- 
ed against  the  Journeymen  Tailors. — ^The 
motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

FiiENCH  Prisoners.]  Mr.  Raw  rooved^ 
that  there  be  laid  before  this  House  an 
Account  of  the  number  of  French  Prison* 
ers  of  War  in  England,  distinguishing  the 
prisons  in  which  they  were  confined  in  the 
month  of  April  1810,  and  according  to  the 
latest  returns;  di<«tinguishing  those  ia 
health  from  the  sick  and  convalescents. 

Mr.  Whithread  suggested,  that  soma 
measures  should  be  taken  to  improve  the 
prisons,  especially  by  paving  the  yards.' 
He  did  not  mean  to  insinuate  that  govern- 
ment had  been  guilty  of  any  neglect  with 
regard  to  the  accommodation  of  the  pri- 
soners ;  to  whom,  on  tJie  contrary,  he  be- 
lieved the  utmost  attention  was  paid. 

Mr.  Yorke  bore  testimony  to  the  goorl 
treatment  of  the  prisoners.— The  ihotion 
was  then  agreed  to. 

Payment  of  Na^al  Officbks  serving 
ABROAD.]  Captain  Bmnet  said,  that  though 
the  nation  was  indebted  to  the  late  lord 
Melville  for  the  act  which  enabled  the 
Navy  officer  serving  on  a  foreign  station, 
to  draw  his  personal  pay  at  the  end  of 
every  three  months,  there  was  still  a  great 
hardship  from  which  they  were  not  re- 
lieved, and  It  was  to  remove  that  hardship 
he  brought  forward  his  present  motion* 
What  he  complained  of  was,  that  the  offi- 
cers on  for<;ign  stations  incurred  a  loss  or 
from  35  to  40  per  cent,  in  consequence 
of  the  rate  of  exchange;  and  what  be 
wished  was,  that  they  should  be  put  on 
the  same  footing  with  the.  army  in  this 
respect.  Many  memorials  had  been  trans- 
mitted on  the  subject  to  the  Admiralty, 
but  without  producing  any  efiTect.  Upon 
the  Scheldt  expedition  they  were  ordered 
to  be  put  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
army,  that  the  best  understanding  possible 
might  exist  between  the  two  services ;  and 
if  such  a  measare  was  necessary  upon  that 
occasion,  he  did  not  see  why  it  should  not  be 
beneficial  as  a  permanent  regulation.  Ha 
then  moved,  "  That  the  Act  35  Ge<K  3,  c; 
28,  to  enable  petty  officers  in  the  Navy, 
and  seamen,  non-commissioned  officers  of 
marines  and  marines,  serving  in  bis  Ma- 
jesty's navy,  to  allot  part  of  their  pay  for 
the  maintenance  of  their  wives  and  fami- 
lies, might   be  read:''    And  the  same 
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being  read ;  be  further  moved,  "  That  this 
House  will  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House,  to  consider  of  so  much 
of  the  uid  act  as  rtiatesto  the  payment  of 
Naval  Officers  serving  abroad.-' 

General  Tarltian .  seconded  the  motion, 
and  maintained,  that  whenever  the  rate  of 
exchange  interfered  niih  the  pay  of  the 
officer,  it  ought  to  be  made  op  to  hini. 

Mr.  Ytjrkc  said,  that  as  the  House  had 
already  refused  this  motion  in  the  course 
of  the  present  session,  and  as  the  gallant 
officer  had  not  produced  any  argument  or 
fact  in  addition  to  those  which  had  already 
failed,  he  could  see  no  reason  for  altering 
his  opinion.     He  allowed  that  the  gallant 
officer  was  actuated  by  the  best  motives, 
but  it  was  in  general  desirable  that  mo- 
tions of   this  description  should  proceed 
from  the  executive  government.      As  to 
the  memorials  alluded  to,  he  knew  but  of 
one,  which  was  from  the  officers  stationed 
at  Lisbon,  at  wtiich  place  the  inconveni- 
lence  was  in  a  great  measure  done  away,  j 
nine  out  of  the  eleven  ships  havinj*  been  • 
*  9ince  recalled;  there  were  also  seven  or  | 
eight  removed  fr6m  the  Jilediterranean; 
imd  steps  would  he  taken  in  future  to  pre- 
vent their  remaining  on  their  stations  so 
long.    It  was  also  deserving  of  remark, 
that  so  far  from  objecting  to  the  service  in 
the  Mediterranean,  they  made  it  a  matter 
of  canvass  and  solicitation  to  be  sent  to 
that  quarter, 

Mr.  I^alekm  s^id,  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  not  given  a  sufficient  rea** 
son  for  not  going  at  least  into  some  in- 
quiry. He  feared  that  the  ezpedieot  of 
changing  situations  woald  not  answer,  and 
thought  the  House  and  the  justice  of  the 
country  were  concerned  in  making  up  the 
pay  of  the  officers  who  lost  so  much  by 
4bB  exchange.  It  was  a  question  of  strict 
and  absolute  justice.  The  expenc^s  of 
captains  of  frigates  were  great,  and  this 
lew  most  be  severely  felt  by  them. 

Mr.  IVhtibnod  said,  bia  hon*  friend  was, 
in  his  opinion, 'ftridly  regular  in  bringing 
forward  this  motion,  and  tbat,  notwith* 
•landing  what  .bad  been  alleged  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  no  deciaioa  of  the 
onettion  had  yet  taken  i^lace.  The  qoea» 
Uen  now  to  be  eoosidored  was  generally 
lbis«  tbat  the  House  shoukl  go  ioto  a  Com* 
jnittee,  to  take  the  subject  into  eonsidenf 
tf  on.  The  right  hon.  gtMlleman,  however, 
ol:tK^ted  agaiott  dispensUig  with  old  roles 
nnd  cuaMMb  because  bo  says  there*  ia  no 
Ipsowing  wbore  tbey  will  atop;  and  would 
nifcer  eubjeci  officers  in  the  nnry  to  be 


the  suffisrers  they  now  were,  than  alter  old 
rules,  however  i injurious  to  the  service. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  said,  would  you 
alter  the  pay  of  the  officers  serving  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope }  but  this  did  not 
apply  to  the  present  question,  for  there 
was  not  a  tenth  part  so  many  of  o\ir  ships 
on  that  station  as  in  the  Mediterranean. 
He  should  'be  glad  to  know  why  the  offi- 
cers engaged  in  that  honourable  expedi- 
tion to  the  Scheldt,  which  had  abo  been 
approved  by  this  House,  had  been  excus- 
ed from  this  hardship,  and  those  serving  in 
the  Mediterranean  should  be  doomed  to 
endure  it?  The  hon.  officer  who  made 
this  motion  had  long  served  on  that  sia* 
tion,  and  having  heard  the  complaints  of 
the  officers,  a»  well  aa  knowing  from  ex« 
perience  with  what  truth  and  justice  they 
were  made,  had  therefore  brought  it  for- 
ward, lie  did  not  ask  for  any  specific 
measure,  but  only  that  the  question  should 
be  coiif^ideied,  and  this  the  House  ought 
to  comply  with. 

Mr.  Riae  said, it  was  hardly  posnblefor 
an  individual  to  be  placfd  in  a  more  die- 
agreeable  situation  than  this  he  stood  in, 
compelled  as  he  was  to  give  a  nep;a(ive  to 
this  motion.  Very  soon  after  he  came 
into  the  office  of  Treasurer  of  the  Navy, 
this  question  came  under  consideration. 
He  consulted  with  several  officers  on  the 
subject,  and  found  the  difficulties  numerous 
and  nearly  insunnountable.  If  the  mea- 
sure were  to  be  adopted,  it  must  be  general 
thixiugh  every  station  ;  and  in  that  cate 
great  part  of  the  navy  would  be  losers. 
Those  officers  who  were  on  the  West  India 
and  other  stations  had  an  advanuge  in 
drawing ;  and  he  was,  from  the  result  of 
all  his  enquiries,  perfectly  convinced,  that 
on  the  whole  the  public  would  lose  infi- 
nitely more  thantheofficerscould  pos^bly 
gain;  for  be  did  not  believe  they  would 
gain  one  shilling.  He  should  be  sorry  it 
should  go  abroad,  or  he  understood  out  of 
the  Houae,  that 'this  motion  waa  resisted 
merely  from  a  principle  of  e«x»nomy ;  for 
when  the  real  benebt  of  the  service  waa 
in  question,  economy,  merely  aa  such, 
would  not  operate  on  his  mind;  and  tbis 
he  had  evinced  by  an  immediate  support 
of  the  application  for  the  officers  to  have 
their  wine  duty  .free. 

Mr.  Kflsiardsaid  he  thought  theofficera  of 
the  navy  should  oot  be  thus  unjustly  taxed, 
and  be  woold  therefore  Tote  for  the  motion. 

LarddocftroK  conld  notaee  any  grantor 
diffionlty  in  peying  tbe  officers  of  iho 
navy  abroad,  than  in  paying  the  army. 


With  respect tothediflkalty of  fticertailiiDg 
the  rale  of  exchange  aietery  place  where 
officers  could  draw,  there  were  Consuls^ 
or  other  persons  of  the  same  description, 
who  coQid  certify  what  the  exchange 
really  was.  The  officers  on  the  Oihralur 
■tation  were  25  per  cent,  out  of  pocket. 
It  freqaently  happened  that  an  officer  was 
unable,  from  this  loss,  to  bay  sufficient 
quantity  of  necessaries  to  last  the  proper 
time. 

Sir  C  Pok  stated,  that  not  being  in  the 
House  when  this  subject  was  discussed  on 
a  former  nighi,  he  was  not  able  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  arguments  used  on  that  oc- 
casion, but  from  all  that  had  been  adtan- 
ced  new  either  by  the  hon.  mover  of  this 
onestion  or  by  the  right  hon.  gent  oppo* 
Mte,  he  was  more  and  more  grounded  in  his 
opinion,  of  (which  he  had  often  presumed 
to  express  to  the  House)  the  urgent  neces- 
sity of  an  immediate  inquiry  into  the  state 
of  the  navy,  with  the  hope  that  if  it  did 
not  produce  an  immediate  increase  of  the 
pay  and  amelioration  of  the  situation  of 
the  officers^  it  would  at  least  impress  on 
the  minds  of  the  House  and  particularly 
on  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the 
necessity  of  doe  economy  in  all  branches 
of  GoTemment,  to  enable  them  to  do  jus* 
tice  to  the  officers  serving  by  land  and  sea. 
He  was  the  less  inclined  to  enter  into  a  par- 
tial and  limited  inquiry,  as  it  appeared 
to  him  that  much  evil  ariied  to  the  service, 
iirom  the  frequent  recurrence  to  temporary 
measures  or  expedients  called  for  at  partw 
eular  moments.  He  confessed  he  was  not 
one  of  those  who  were  disposed  to  pay 
every  trtlMite  of  applaote  to  the  act  of  the 
S5th,  commonly  called  the  Allotment  act. 
He  believed  it  to  be  an  act  pregnant  with 
mischief,  he  believed  it  to  encourage  de- 
sertion, and  still  further,  he  believed  it 
would  hereafter  occasion  much  discontent 
to  the  seamen,  or  the  alternative  of  creat- 
ing great  expence  to  the  country.  He  dis- 
approved of  this  act,  in  as  much  as  it  was 
at  Tariance  with  the  princii^and  salutary 
regulations  of  the  act  of  tne  38th  of  Geo. 
8.^>*Having  long  taken  this  view  of  the 
act  of  the  S5th  of  hh  present  Majesty, 
which  was  now  proposed  to  be  strengthen- 
ed and  enforced,  it  would  not  be  deemed 
etxtraorttnary,  that  he  should  propose  an 
aasendnietttwhich  might  have  the  efect  of 
calling  on  tbe  House  to  go  into  a  Commit- 
tee on  the  state  of  pay  generally ;  it  might 
be  asked,  if  he  had  long  entertained  this 
opinion,  why  he  had  not  4onng  the.  ses« 
sion  proposed  aome  quMion  to  &e  H 
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to  which  he  could  honestly  reply,  that 
his  confidence  in  the  right  bon.  gent,  who 
presided  at  the  Admiralty,  had  induced 
him  to  belicTe  that  he  would  do  all  in  his 
power  as  first  lord  to  obtain  justice  for  the 
officers  of  the  navy,  which  had  prevented 
his  volunteering  to  trouble  the  House. 
But  being  now  called  on  to  give  his  vote,  ho 
had  no  difficulty  in  stating  his  sentiments, 
that  the  most  proper  measure  to  adopt,  was 
to  enquire  generally  into  the  important 
sabject  of  the  pay  of  the  officera  of  thsK 
navy,  and  not  to  confine  their  enquiries 
inip  so  limited  a  portion  as  that  of  th^ 
olncers  serving  abroad. 

Admiral  Hatvty  seconded  the  amend* 
ment. 

Lord  Cochrane  said  an  increase  of  pay 
to  the  seamen  in  the  navy  would  •  be  of 
little  advantage  to  them,  so  long  as  the- 
present  system  continued.  He  had  in 
nis  hands  a  list  of  ships  of  war  in  the  Bast 
Indies.  The  Centurion  had  been  there  1 1 
years^tbe  Battlesnake,  14  years,  came' 
borne  the  other  day,  with  only  one  man  of 
the  firtt  crew«->the  Fox  frigate,  under  the 
command  of  his  brother,  bad  been  there 
15  years— the  Sceptre  8  years— the  Alba« 
tross  12,  &c.  Not  one  farthing  of  pay 
had  been  given  all  that  peribd  to  all  thoso 
men.  He  had  made  a  calculation  on  the 
Fox  frigate,  and  supposing  only  100  of 
the  men  returned,  there  would  bo  duo 
25,000/.  to  tbe  crew,  not  including  tho 
officers.  What  became  of  these  sums  alt 
the  while  ?  The  Interest  ought  to  t>e  ac- 
counted for  to  Government  or  to  the  sea* 
men  themselves.  The  Wilhelmina  had 
been  to  years,  the  Russel  7  years,  tho 
Drake  0  years,  of  which  the  men  would  bo 
exiles  from  England  for  ever,  and  another 
vessel  4  years.  Nothing  would  be  of 
greater  service  than  the  frequently  chang- 
ing the  stations  of  ships,  wbidi  might  be 
done  without  any  inconvenience,  and 
even  with  much  advantage  to  iheEsst 
India  Company's  ships.  The  seamen,  ho 
said,  firom  the  want  of  their  pay,  had  no 
means  of  getting  many  necessaries  of  the 
utmost  consequence  to  their  health  and 
comfort.  Tbe  seaman  drew  less  prize- 
money  under  the  existing  acts  than  for- 
merly. He  instanced  a  vessel,  tho  pro* 
ceeds  of  which  came  to  ^S5i. ;  by  tho 
present  mode  of  disinbotion,  the  seaman 
would  receive  1  St.  ^\d, ;  by  the  old  mode 
he  wooM  have  received  I5#.  \\d.  From 
tho  officers'  share  there  was  deducted  in 
all  75  per  cent,  allowing  only  10  per  cent, 
for  the  prbe  couru.    The  mtmster  ha4 
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part  of  ihe  navai  fofce  oa  that  sUtioa  had 
bean  akraadv  racallad. 
CafHain  JHerHfiird  said,  that  Ihe  Bobh 


cizakin^y  asked,  what  waa  bacona  of  the 
oommerce  of  France  ?  But  he  woold  un- 
dertake to  shew  him,  before  he  was  48 
hoora  on  the  coast  of  France,  as  least  200 
sail  of  the  enemy's  vessels.  If  they  were 
to  pay  more  liberally  the  Judges  of  the 
Admiralty  Courts,  and  operate  a  proper 
raformaiion  in  them,  he  would  undertake 
to  say  that  they  might  score  off  at  least  one- 
third  of  the  present  ships  of  the  navy. 
Ministers  said  there  were  no  f  essels  on 
the  ceaatof  France;  but  he  said  there 
were ;  and  if  they  would  go  with  him,  he 
would  shew  then  bow  they  could  be  fpi 
at. — He  rather  thought  thai  the  inattention 
of  the  goyemment  to  the  profligate  waste 
of  the  public  money,  arose  from  their  un« 
willingness  to  belieye  any  thing  contrary 
'Id  their  own  erode  notions  on  these  sub- 
jects. He  Slated,  and  be  begged  the 
House  to  attend  to  it,  for  it  was  as  impor- 
IWI  as  the  subject  of  Mrs.  Clarke,  ^kai  in 
the  reign  of  James  the  2d  the  pay  of  a 
4iBptain  of  a  first  rate  was  80/.  more  than 
at  present.  King  William,  when  he  came 
over  with  his  Dutch  troops,  whom  he  was 
asocb  more  anxious  to  attend  to  than  he 
Uras  to  attend  to  his  subjects  here,  took  up 
his  pen  and  cut  off  one  half  of  the  pay. 
So  ranch  for  foreign  troops— but  still  taking 
the  advance  of  prices  into  view,  king 
William  left  it  far  better  than  it  was 
BOW.— His  lordship  then  again  called  the 
attanlion  of  the  House  to  the  extent  to 
.which  the  French  ooastiog  trade  was  car- 
ried on,  and  observed,  that  it  could  not  be 
checked,  unless  greater  encouragement 
was  ffiven  to  the  captains*  If  he  com* 
manded  a  skip  on  the  coast  of  France,  by 
keeping  at  a  good  distance  he  might  go  lo 
sleep,  but  ia  order  to  inVsroept  those  coast* 
ing  yessels  the  captain  must  be  on  deck 
watching  all  night.  But  it  was  impossible 
they  could  do  this,  merely  to  put  money 
in  the  pockets  of  those  wno  practised  in 
ihe  Admiralty  court.  They  were  certainly 
not  worse  than  other  men,  there  were  many 
valuable  officers  stationed  on  the  coast  of 
France,  but  they  were  men,  and  would  be 
^qloated  by  the  feelings  of  men. 

'Mr.  Yarke  said,  that  at  this  late  permd 
^  the  session  it  would  be  impossible  to 
^nter  upon  a  subject  of  such  detail  as  that 
which  was  now  brought  before  the  House. 
As  to  ships  being  detained  so  long  upon 
foreign  and  distant  stations,  it  wu  much 
to  be  regretted,  but  it  was  often  nnaroida* 
ble.  lie  was  happy,  howerer,  to  state, 
^at  in  consequence  of  the  snecess  of  his 
Migesiy's  ann»  in  Indii»  n  considerable 


lord  (Coekiane)  who  had  latterly  been 
leungkig  ever  the  world  in  quest  of  griev* 
ances,  did  not  appear  to  have  duly  ap* 
predated  the  exertions  of  the  offioers  em« 
ployed  off  Ihe  coast  of  France :  although, 
they  were  not  always  running  vessels 
under  batteries  to  get  bold  of  a  few  crazy 
boats  that  were  worth  nothing,  they  want* 
ed  no  stimulus  te  do  tbeir  duty.  The  foct 
was,  that  the  uoble  lord  was  too  muoh  on 
the  watch ;  his  own  brother  had  desired 
him  (captain  B.)  to  put  him  to  bed ;  and 
be  had  so  done  when  he  was  in  Basque 
BoadSk  or  the  noble  lord  would  have  beea 
overcome  by  the  extreme  fatigue,  which 
he  went  through  previous  to  that  gallant 
expbil. 

Locd  Coikrwm,  in  explanation,  said  that 
he  had  not  charged  those  officers  with  any 
want  of  exertion ;  but  merely  staled  thai 
a  proper  stamnlns  was  not  held  out. 

Captain  Bewiel,  in  reply,  stated,  that  bet 
had  had  seyeral  conferences  with  the  Ad*» 
miral^  on  this  subject,  and  had  wished 
yery  much  that  the  business  should  hav# 
originated  wi  A  Ihein.  He  therefore  could 
not  be  Ghai|^  with  bringing  forward  thia 
measure  foom  any  desire  of  popularity  in 
the  navy*  In  the  course  of  the  last  war« 
the  marinea  at  Malta  received  the  dollar 
at  6s.  lOd.  while  the  army  took  it  at  4s. 
&bL  In  the  expedition  to  Walcbei«n,  the 
army  and  nary  were  put  on  an  equality  an 
this  respect,  and  he  did  not  see  why  toaj 
should  not  in  other  instances. 

Mr.  Rne  said,  that  the  inconvenienen 
to  the  poblic  would  be;^great^r  in  this  ar» 
rangement  than  the  advantage  to  the 
navy.  A  noble  tord  had  stated  that  5 
millions  annnally  might  be  saved  lo  th^ 
public  with  respect  to  prises.  He  woold 
assert,  that  one  thousand  pounds  could  not 
be  saved ;  and  he  would  defy  the  noble 
lord  to  put  his  statement  on  paper  in  sock 
a  manner  as  would  congjjnce  one  hnmao 
being. 

The  House  then  divided,— For  themo* 
tion  14.  Against  it  54.  Minority  againil 
it  40. 

IifroaifaTioMs  poxLibxlpiud  bxovpi* 
CIO  AGAINST  DaAXAan  am)  CoLLTxa.]  Laid 
Fottnasliiif  rose  to  make  his  premised  bmk 
tion  for  the  predoctioo  of  the  criminal  mh 
foranations  egniost  Mr.  John  Drakatd  and 
Mr.  John  Coll  jer  for  libels,  and  Isa  vraia 
happy  thnt  nt  length  Im  wts  enebied  la 
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#»  to  wWk  the  Atloraey-Oioenil  wis  in 
hit  pitet.  Th«  aeoteiiG*  that  hid  been 
pamrd  upon  those  penons  appeared  to  him 
to  be  of  a  most  croel  and  seTere  kiod  ;  and 
he  woild  shortly  state  the  circQlBstaBcet 
•f  the  prosecutiens  to  the  House,  which 
he  thought  woold  abandantly  pro^e  that 
he  was  correct  in  his  desicnatien  of  the 

Kmshment.  The  libel  for  which  Mr. 
akard  had  been  prosecated  appeared 
first  in  his  own  paper,  Theikamibrd  News> 
from  which  it  had  been  copied  into  a  Lon* 
don  newspaper,  the  Examiner.  Against 
the  editor  of  this  latter  paper  a  criminal 
information  had  ^een  filed,  bj  the  At* 
tomejr-General.  The  matter  came  on 
for  trial  at  Westminster  Hall,  and  the  ac- 
cnsed  had  been  acquitted  by  the  jury.  It 
was  not  his  intention  to  go  mu>  the  details 
of  the  prosecution  against  Mr.  Drakard  at 
the  present  time;  but  from  the  complaints 
that  had  been* made,  that  there  were  per* 
iOtts  who  wished  to  overtarn  all  establish- 
ments, and  especially  the  judicial  establish* 
ment,  he  should  hare  thought  it  politic 
not  to  try  a  man  for  such  an  undefined  of* 
lence  aa  that  of  libel,  when  another  who 
had  published  the  same  libel  had  been  ac- 
quitted. TbesOf  however,  it  appeared, 
were  motives  which  did  not  actuate  the 
law  officers  of  the  crown,  and  Mr.  Drakard 
was  tried  at  the  asstaes  and  found  guilty. 
At  the  trial  he  had  been  charged  not  only 
hy  the  lawyers  against  him,  but  by  the 
Judge  oo  the  bench,  with  partiality  to 
France,  and  a  desire  of  exalting  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  government  of  that  coun- 
vtj,  in  comparison  with  thai  of  England. 
When  Mr.  Drakard  was  breugbt  up  for 
judgment,  therelbre  he  produced  an  affi- 
davit, containing  various  extracts  from  his 
paper,  disproving  in  the  most  convincing 
jnanner  this  charge ;  and  shewing,  that  so 
for  from  being  actuated  by  any  mvour  to 
Ihe  government  of  France,  he  had  on 
many  occasions  written  with  the  utmost 
earnestness  against  the  mode  of  govern- 
ment wliich  prevailed  in  that  country. 
It  was  most  extraordinary  however,  that 
these  extracts,  which  were  a  complete  an- 
swer to  charges  alledged  at  the  trial  as  an 
aggravation  of  the  libel,  should  at  the  time 
of  pronouncing  sentence  be  held  out  as  an 
affgravation — and  that  all  the  advantage 
Mr.  Drakard  derived  from  having  refuted 
the  charge  of  partiality  to  France  was,  to 
he  told  mat  it  was  no  excuse  for  a  libel 
agmnst  the  government  of  thu  country, 
IT  have  libelled  that  of  France.  The 
eentence  of  Mr.  Drakard  mm^  tfat  he 


should  be  ftipmsoned  18  monthst  fined 
200/.  and  give  security  for  bis  aood  be- 
haviour for  three  years.  He  would  not  at 
praeent  cooeider  the  nature  of  the  libel» 
or  whether  the  punishment  was  at  all  pro* 
portioned  to  the  ofibnce ;  but  he  would 
take  in  this  light—was  it  fteting  tp  subfect 
one  man  to  so  very  severe  a  punishment 
for  an  ofience  of  which  another,  who  had 
published  the  same  libel,  had  been  ac- 
quitted by  a  jury  of  hisooontrymeo  ?  The 
criminality  of  a  libel,  it  waa  said,  consists 
ed  in  iu  tendency  to  prodnee  a  breach  of 
the  peace.  One  jury  had  pronoenced 
that  the  publication  in  question  had  no 
such  tendency,— HMSother  jury  had  decided 
that  it  had ;  but  when  opinions  were  so 
nearly  balanced,  it  was  too  much*  he 
thought,  to  inflict  a  punishment  which 
would  have  almost  been  excemive,  if  ail 
mankind  had  been  agreed  that  the  pub* 
lication  was  really  criminal*  It  was  on 
this  ffroond  that  he  called  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Drakard. 

The  other  case  was,  in  his  opinion,  a 
much  more  grievous  one.  It  was  that  of 
Mr.  Collyer,  a  dyer,  at  Manchester,  who 
had  been  surcharged  for  the  Income  tax» 
He  appealed  against  this  surcharge,  and 
being  put  to  his  oath  before  the  Commis- 
sioners, swore  that  his  income  was  no 
more  than  lOOt  whereas  the  charge  was 
for  soot  This,  however,  had  only  been 
reduced  to  25(M.  which  Mr.  Collyer,  coi^ 
ceiving  to  be  unjust,  refused  to  pay.  His 
goods  had,  in  consequence,  been  distrain- 
ed, and  a  horse  and  cart  had  been  sold. 
Mr.  Collyer  found  himself  injured  by  this 
proceeding  in  two  ways.  In  the  first 
place,  many  of  his  neighbours  began  to 
consider  him  as  a  man  in  bad  ciroum^i 
stancei^  and  by  this  means  his  credit  in 
trade  had  materially  sufienid:  others, 
again,  put  a  very  injuriooa  construction 
on  the  matter,  and  were  disposed  to  con^ 
sider  him  as  a  perjured  man,  the  Cora* 
mimioners  having  refused  to  t>elieve  him 
on  oath.  He  therefore  resolved  to  pttt>* 
lish  a  vindication  of  his  own  conduct) 
but,  being  an  illitemte  man,  he  did  net 
know  how  to  draw  it  up,  and  applied  to 
the  editor  of  one  of  the  Manchester  pn» 
pers,  Mr.  Cowdroy,  stating  the  circomF> 
stances,  and  desiring  him  lo  make  op  a 
a  statement  and  publish  it  in  his  paper. 
This  was  to  be  paid  for  as  an  advertise* 
ment :  but  Mr.  Collyer  particularly  caa« 
tioned  Mr.  Cowdroy  to  avoid  all  lioellona 
matter,  or  any  thing  that  might  bring  him 
into  difficulty.    The  editor  promised  ta 
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do  this  ;  and  the  paper  being  drawn  op, 
Collyer,  not  being  very  capable  of  judging 
whether  it  contained  improper  matter  or 
not«  signed  his  name  to  it>  paid  the  money, 
and  it  was  inserted.  Some  alterations 
were  made  in  it  afterwards,  and  it  was 
then  carried  by  Mr.  Coliyer  to  the  editor 
of  another  paper  in  Manchester,  who  also 
inserted  it.  From  this  it  foand  its  way 
Into  a  London  evening  paper,  the  States- 
man! for  which  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Lovel, 
was  now  su0ering  imprisonment  for  twelve 
months.  An  information  wai  filed  against 
Mr.  Coliyer  for  this  ofifence — he  was  con* 
▼icted,  and  sentenced  to  twelve  months 
imprisonment.  The  whole  of  the  circum- 
stances which  he  had  stated,  appeared  in 
court  as  he  had  taken  them  from  an  affi- 
davit which  must  have  been  read  there. 
Suppose  the  defence  of  this  man  had  con- 
tained ofiensive  matter— still  it  might 
have  been  a  qo'estion,  whether  he  ought 
to  be  prosecuted,  when  it  was  considered 
that  hb  only  reason  was  to  do  away  the 
injurious  impressions  among  his  neigh- 
boars,  that  he  was  a  man  in  low  circum* 
stances,  orlhat  he  had  been  guiltyof  per- 
jury—but  when  it  was  found  that  he  was 
really  not  the  author  of  the  libel ;  that  he 
had  even  strictly  cautioned  the  person 
who  drew  it  up  not  to  insert  any  libellous 
matter,  nor  do  any  thing  against  law ;  it 
was  surely  an  extreme  measure  of  justice 
to  punish  him  with  imprisonment  for  twelve 
months.  He  had  on  a  former  occasion 
stated,  that  at  the  Old  Bailev*  persons  con- 
Ticted  of  felonies,  for  whicL  by  law  their 
lives  were  forfeited,  were  sentenced  to 
imprisonment  for  one,  two,  or  three  months, 
•and  yet  this  man,  under  such  circum- 
^atances,  had  been  condemned  to  a  year*s 
imprisonment ! 

He  would  now,  with  the  leave  of  the 
House,  read  this  terrible  libel,  which  had 
galled  down  so  heavy  a  punishment. 
(His  lordship  here  read  the  whole  of  the 
letter  so  pronovnced  a  libel,  of  which  he  con- 
ceived the  only  passage  that  could  be  con- 
sidered approaching  toa  libel  was,when  talk- 
ing of  the  hardship  the  of  income-tax  itself, 
jt  added,  '*  How  doubly  oppressive  must  it 
be  in  the  hands  of  commissioners  who 
weem  to  take  a  pleasure  in  uking  from  the 
burdened  and  almost  broken  down  manu- 
facturer, more  than  he  could  spare.]'' — It 
appeared,  then,  that  this  offence  was  really 
of  so  slight  and  trifling  a  nature,  that  it  was 
hardly  possible  even  to  be  angry  at  it. 
The  Commissioners  themselves  felt  no 
resentment  for  it;  and  so  little  was  it 


thought  of,  that  one  of  the  persons  wb» 
inserted  it  wss  a  friend  of  the  .comoiis* 
sinners.  They  themselves  told  this  DMua 
that  they  had  no  enmity  towards  him,  tbafc 
they  would  do  every  thing  in  their  power 
to  get  him  out  of  the  serape,  but  that  thm 
thing  was  in  the  hands  of  his  Majesty'n 
government ;  and  yet  the  Attorney-Gene-: 
ral,  knowing  all  these  circumstances,  on  a 
former  occasion  told  htm  (lord  Folkestone) 
that  he  had  the  satisfaction  to  have  prose* 
cuted  this  man  to  conviction !  He  hoped 
one  of  the  privy  council  or  some  persoa 
about  his  royaJ  highness  the  Regent, 
would  represent  this  case  to  him,  when  he 
had  no  doubt,  from  the  generosity  of  his 
mind,  that  he  would  do  in  it  what  was 
proper.  When  he  and  others,  thinking 
the  press  hardly  used,  and  that  there  was 
even  a  systematic  efibrt  to  subdue  it,  had 
on  a  former  occasion  thought  it  right  tot 
bring  the  subject  of  informations  for  iibel 
before  the  House,  he  had  employed  a  soli- 
citor to  procope  him  copies  of  the  infer* 
mations.  The  solicitor  found  it  more  con* 
venient  to  apply  to  those  who  were  em* 
ployed  for  the  several  parties,  thsn  to  get 
them  from  the  office.  He  got  them  alU 
except  the  case  of  this  man;  for,  findine 
that  the  copy  was  wanted  for  lord 
Folkestone,  the  attorney  for  the  party  ex* 
prsssed  his  fears,  lest  if  the  matter  cama  to 
the  Attorney  General's  ears,  the  punish* 
ment  would  be  more  severe.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  there  was  any  foundation 
for  this  fear ;  but  this  shewed  the  state  of 
intimidation  in  which  the  press  was  placed* 
By  the  negligence  of  the  solicitors,  the 
instructions  had  not  been  delivered  to  the 
counsel  till  a  few  minutes  before  Coliyer 
was  brought  up  for  judgment.  The  coun« 
tel  therefore  applied  to  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral to  have  the  matter  put  off,  when  the 
Attorney  General  asked  them  whether 
they  would  answer  that  lord  Folkestone 
would  not  accuse  him  of  not  having  prose* 
cuted 'their  client?  He  would  ask  the 
Attorney-General  whether  this. was  not 
correct?  Did  the  Attorney-General  act 
diflerently  from  what  he  otherwise  would 
have  done,  on  account  of  any  thing  that 
he  (lord  Folkestone)  might  say  ?  The  bet« 
ter  way  would  be  to  act  even  upon  his 
own  notions  of  what  was  right,  but  he 
denied  that  he  had  ever  blamed  the  At- 
torney-General for  not  prosecuting.  He 
had  only  blamed  him  for  his  partiality  in 
having  prosecuted  those  who  opposed  the 
politicsof  government  for  smaller  otiencas, 
while  be  suffered  those  who  sopported  the 
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politict  of  mveranMDt  to  publish   the  t  nertl)  ought  to  hare  boon  coDttnted»  and 
groneat  libeli  with   impiinity.     It  had    thoold  have  thought  the  cause  of  justice 
been  ruled  by  the  court,  that  even  putting 
m  letter  in  the  post-office  containing  libel- 
lous matter  was  a  publication.   What  oian> 
then,  would  dare  to  complain  of  the  con* 
dact  of  men  in  office  even  in  this  way,  if  a 
punishment  so  severe  as  a  year's  imprison- 
ment were  to  be  inflicted  for  oflfences  so 
slight  as  thatof  CoUyer  ?  Was  he  not  justi- 
fied, then*  in  calling  it  a  most  severe  and 
cruel  punishment  ?   The  noble  lord  con- 
cluded by  moving  for  copies  of  the  infor- 
mations for  libel  filed  ex  officio  by  the 
Attorney  General  against  John  Drakard 
and  John  Collyer,  with  copies  of  the 
record  of  the  conviction  and  sentence. 
*  The  Aitante^' General  hoped,  when  his 
conduct  was  called  in  question,  that- the 
House  would  indulge  him  while  he  gave 
an  account  what  that  conduct  had  been. 
He  begged  the  noble  lord  not  to  believe 
that  he  could  have  talked  disrespectfully 
in  another  place  of  any  motion  made  by 
the  noble  lord  in  that  House.    He  might, 
BO  doubt,  have  expressed  himself  in  the 
terms  retailed  to  the   noble  lord,  and, 
when  an  application  for  delay  was  moved, 
might,  tummff  to  those  near  him,  have 
said  in  an  onoer  tone,  "  what  will  such  a 
person  say,  if  I  consent  to  any  postpone- 
ment/'    He  verily  believes  he  had  said 
so,  and  that,  too,  just  in  the  way  in  which 
he  had  described  it,  and  that  sonie  busy 
person  had  thought  it  worth  his  while  to 
retail  it  to  the  noble  lord.     He  was  satis- 
fied, however,  that  the  noble  lord  was  inca- 
pable of  supposing  that  he  could  have 
been  actuated  in  any  thing  he  did  by  the 
conduct  of  the  noble  lord  in  bringtnff  the 
subject  under  the   consideration  of  the 
House,  or  that  he  could  ever  have  allowed 
such  a  circumstance  to  act  on  him  in  such 
a  way  as  to  cause  him  to  deviate  from  the 
line  of  his  duly,  which,  he  was  conscious, 
he  had  never  transgressed  on  any  occa&ion. 
If  the  noble  lord  could  suppose  him  ca- 
pable of  visiting  the  oflTence  of  any  man 
ijrith  greater  bitterness  because   he  had 
communicated  with  the  noble  lord,  he 
did  him  great  injustice.    He  should  feel 
mortified  could  he  believe  that  the  noble 
lord  supposed  him  capable  of  such  a  vio- 
lation of  duty. — He  then   proceeded   to 
consider  the  two  cases  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  House  by  the  noble  lord. 
Tirat,  as  to  the  case  of  Drakard,  the  noble 
lord  seemed  to  conceive  that  after  the 
Huntt,  the  Proprietors  of  the  Examiner, 
had  been  acquitted^  he  (the  Attorney-Ge- 


Though  there  were  many  unex* 
ceptionable  answers  which  might  be  given 
to  this  observation,  there  was  one  short 
one,  which  he  thought  was  sufficient,  and 
that  was,  that  the  noble  lord  must  hava> 
been  misinformed,  for  the  two  publica-' 
tions  were  not  alike :  Hunt's  was  not  an 
exact  copy  of  Drakard's,  but  there  were 
many  gmsly  offensive  passages  in  Dra- 
kard s  libel  which  had  not  found  their  way 
into  Hunt's  publication.    He  did  not  agree^  • 
howeveri  that  the  acquittal  of  Hunt  was  a 
sufficient  reason  for  staying  the  proceed- 
ings against  Drakard,  even  had  the  public- 
cations  been  exactly  the  same.    One  would  • 
suppose,  however,  from  the  statement  of 
the  noble  lord,  *that  he  (the  Attorney-Ge- 
neral) hunted  down  these  persons  from  a 
pleasure  which  he  took  in  oppressing  them. 
If  he  did  use  the  word  '  pleasure'  when 
he  communicated  to  the  noble  lord  the 
fact  of  Collyer's  having  been  convicted* 
his  using  that  expression  did  not  proceed* 
from  any  pleasure  he  felt  at  the  circum- 
stance Itself,  but,  simply,  from  finding  that 
he  was  correct  in  what  he  had  stated  on  a 
former    night,    merely  on    recollection. 
With  the  sentence  imposed  on  Drakard  he 
had  no  concern.    For  that  he  could  not 
answer ;   but  at  the  same  time  he  must 
say,  that  it  could  not  at  all  be  affected  by 
the  acquittal  of  Hunt.    The  court  of  King'a 
Bench  had  to  look  to  all  the  circomstancea 
of  the  libel  itselft  and  to  apportion  the  pu* 
nishment  to  the  enormity  of  it,  without  re- 
gard to    any  extraneous  circumstances. 
They  were  to  say,  what  was  a  just  punish- * 
ment  for  the  libel  as  it  appeared  before 
them.    This  they  had  done,  and  the  noble 
lord  had  not  thought  proper  to  enter  into' 
an  investigation  of  the  libeU  for  the  pur- 
pose of  shewing  that  the  punishment  was 
disproportionate  to  the  offence.    He  now 
came  to  the  case  of  Colly er ;  and  here  the 
House  would  please  to  consider  who  the 
persons  were,  against  whom  the  libel  waa 
published.    They   were   gentlemen  who 
undertook  a  laborious  and  invidious  office 
for  the  sake  of  the  public,  and  if  they  were 
not  to  be  protected  against  calumny  in  the^ 
exercise  of  their  duty,  the  office  must  re- 
main unexecuted .    He  d  id  assure  the  noble 
lord,  that  never  in  any  case  had  more 
pains  been  taken  to  ascertain  what  were 
its  real  merits,  than  he  had  taken  in  thia 
very  case.     He  bad  not  confined  his  in« 
quiries  to  the  consideration  of  the  libel» 
but  he  had  also  exerted  himself  to  asoer* 
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Uin  if  CoUver  had  gay  real  gronnd  •fcoan 
pltiiit  Though  that  would  noi  hare  ope* 
rated  ai  an  excose*  siiU  be  had  satuned 
Ittflwelf  on  this  bead  before  he  filed  an  in^ 
ilftrmauon  against  him.  The  libel  did  iiot» 
in  &ct«  apply  to  an  appeieil  on  oaih  made 
by  GoUyer  at  the  time*  but  he  had  gone  on 
withholding  part  of  his  income  for  five 
years.  So  far,  too,  from  the  Commis- 
sioners being  satisfied  without  prosecating 
Collyer,  it  was  only  on  a  complaint  from 
them  that  they  could  not  go  on  in  their 
office,  if  the  matter  was  allowed  to  pau, 
that  he  waa  prosecuted.  The  two  printers 
were  first  prosecuted,  and  the  Commis* 
sioners  agreed  to  wave  tbe  prosecution 
against  them,  if  the  author  was  given  up. 
This  he  (the  Attorney-General)  disap* 
proved  of,  thinking  the  printer  or  publisher 
often  as  mischievous  a  character  as  the 
author ;  but  he  did  not  think  himself  war- 
ranted in  refusing  to  accede  after  such  an 
agreement  bad  been  made.  So  far,  there- 
fore, from  originating  with  him,  the  pro- 
secution against  Collyer  had  been  under* 
taken  at  the  express  desire  of  the  Commis- 
sioners themselves.  It  was  to  be  observed, . 
however,  that  after  tbe  libel  in  question 
had  been  printed  by  Cowdroy,  Collyer 
himself  took  it,  and  paid  15«.  for  giving  it 
still  farther  publicity.  That  these  circum- 
stances must  have  had  some  efiect  with  the 
court,  no  man  could  deny.  It  was  impose 
sible  fi>r  any  dispassionate  man  to  look  at 
the  publication,  and  not  to  see  that  it  im- 
puted to  the  Commissioners,  that  they 
acted  from  corrupt  motives,  or  from  the 
very  worst  of  passions.  These  being  the 
cifcumHances  of  the  two  cases,  alluded  to 
by  the  noble  lord,  he  submitted  to  the 
House,  that  there  could  be  no  ground  for 
imputing  any  thing  improper  to  him; 
certainly  there  was  nothing  improper  in 
the  court  who  bad  pronounced  tbe  sen- 
Iciiees  in  question* 

Mr.  Whiihread  begged  to  wf  a  few 
words,  not  respecting  any  thing  improper 
on  the  part  of  the  bon.  and  learned  gent, 
who,  he  had  no  donbt,  had  acted  most 
fairly  and  constitotionally,  but  simply  to 
make  a  general  observation,  that  he  had 
remarked  for  some  time,  that  the  punish- 
ments inflicted  on  ofteoces  of  this  kind 
were  most  exceedingly  severe.  He  had 
occasion  some  considerable  tine  affo  to 
present  a  Petition  on  the  part  of  White 
and  Hart,  whose  period  of  imprisonment 
was  now  nearly  expired.  There  the  im- 
priASnment  was  for  three  years ;  a  punish- 
inAniteiy  beyond  what  caold  be  sup- 


posed adequate  to  any  efience  of  the  kind* 
He  had  since  heavd  of  another  charge  of 
a  similar  kind,  againtt  White,  for  a  libel 
inserted  in  hiu'  paper  at  a  tioM  when  li« 
could  have  no  inspection  of  k ;  b«t  he 
hoped,  after  so  long  an  imprisonment,  it 
would  not  be  persevered  in«— As  w  xht 
esse  of  Brakard,  he  could  not  judge,  not 
having  read  the  publication,  but  af^r  one 
person  had  been  acquitted  for  a  similar 
publication,  he  could  not  but  think  the 
punishment  allotted  to  it  was  Nvere  in- 
deed.-—As  to  Collver,  it  was  admitted 
that  he  was  an  illiterate  man,  and  thai 
supposing  himself  injured,  he,  in  a  state 
of  irritation,  employed  another  person  te 
write  out  a  statement  of  his  case,  desiring* 
him  at  the  same  time  to  guard  against 
every  thing  libellous.  He  as<reed  with  the- 
Attorney  General  in  thinking  that  the 
person  who  composed  the  Itbei  was  the 
more  proper  object  of  punishment  He 
thought  that  the  commissioners  might  have 
been  satisfied  with  conviotion  aaerely, 
without  sentence ;  but  if  sentence  was  ne- 
cessary, he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
twelve  months  imprisonment  for  an  of- 
fence of  the  kind  was  such  an  excess  of 
punishment,  that  it  ought  to  be  mitigated 
in  that  quarter  alone  from  whence  mercy 
could  now  flow :— an  exercise  of  tbe  pre- 
rogative which,  he  was  convinced,  would 
give  satisfiiction  to  the  public,  and  to  Che 
Attorney-General  himself. 

The  dumceUor  qf  the  Exekequer  said,  if 
in  the  case  of  the  libel  published  by 
Drakard,  one  jury  had  acquitted  and  an- 
other bad  convicted,  it  was  for  the  judges, 
when  called  on  to  pronounce  sentence  on 
the  person  convictsn,  to  satisfy  their  own 
minds  which  of  the  two  verdicts  had  been 
fininded  on  mistake,  and  to  pass  a  mild  or 
severe  sentence  accordingly.  If  the  noble 
lofd  contended  that  the  court  had  erred 
in  their  judgment  on  this  point,  why 
had  he  not  given  the  publication  to  the 
House*  The  fact  however  was,  that  the 
publication  for  which  a  verdict  of  ac- 
quittal had  been  obtained,  was  not  a  copy 
of  the  whole  of  the  publication  which  an- 
other jory  had  declared  to  be  a  libel. 
As  to  any  application  at  the  fountain  of 
mercy,  in  the  case  of  Collyer,  he  begged 
the  House  to  consider  what  was  the  natere 
of  that  case.  It  did  not  depend  on  the 
particular  words  of  the  publication,  but  on 
the  mischief  likely  to  be  produced  by  it, 
and  the  efiect  it  was  calculated  to  produce 
on  the  minds  of  those  against  whom  it  was 
addreeeed.    ll  waa  to  be  eonsiderfd  thst 
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ikey  were  peraooi  wko  served  witboal 
reward,  aoi)  ibaV  tbcy  lived  in  a  populous 
neighbourhood,  whose  iDdigoation  agaiasi 
them  such  a  pubiicaticMi  at  the  preaent 
was  peettliariy  calculated  to  excite*  thev 
being  here  held  up  at  persona  who  felt 
delight  in  oppression.  The  court  could 
not  but  have  had  these  circumstancea  in 
view,  and  influenced  by  all  the  merciful 
considerations  which  ought  to  govern  their 
minds,  corrected,  however,  by  a  regard  to 
what  the  public  service  required,  they  had 
passed  the  sentence  now  complained  of. 
He  must  therefore  oppose  the  motion. 

Mr.  JV.  Smuh,  though  he  did  not  think 
that  the  question  was  withont  its  difficul- 
ties, yet  was  of  opinion  that  sufficient 
ground  bad  been  laid  for  the  production 
of  the  required  informations.  He  ad- 
mitted  that  it  was  necessary  support  those 
who  undertook  the  doty  gratnitously  dis« 
charged  by  the  commissioners,  and  that  if 
any  man  libelled  those  commistioBera,  he 
onghi  to  be  brought  to  justice :  but  be 
contended  against  carrying  this  principle 
to  such  a  violent  extent  at  that  to  whieh  it 
teemed  to  have  been  carried  in  the  cate 
vnder  contideration.  To  content  to  tiM 
motion  would  certainly  be  to  imply  that 
the  Houte  of  Comment  thought  there  had 
been  tome  harshness  in  the  adminittration 
pf  justice  ;  but  as  he  did  not  conceive 
that  such  an  implication  v^oold  be  as  de« 
trimenial  to  the  public  interests,  at  a 
refusal  to  inquire  into  the  aubjectt  be 
thould  tupport  the  noble  lord't  motion. 

Mr.  Lockhart  wat  turprised  that  the 
premises  of  the  hon.  gentleman  thouU 
have  led  htm  to  such  a  conclusioB.  The 
bon.  gr*ntleman  allowed  that  such  public 
officers  as  the  commissioners  alluded  to, 
ought  to  be  protected  in  the  disehai^e  of 
their  duty.  Now,  it  wat  impossible  that 
Mr.  CoUyer  could  have  made  a  worse 
charge  against  the  commissionert  than 
that  which  he  had  done,  except  indeed 
he  had  accused  them  of  corruption^  He 
had  charged  them  with  taking  a  malig- 
nant pleasure  in  oppressing  the  manufac- 
turers, already  half  borne  down  by  the 
vartons  evilt  which  they  were  enduring. 
He  ooold  not  conceive  a  more  teriout  im- 

Siutation  than  thit ;  nor  one  which  more 
ittincUy  required  the  ioterpotition  of  the 
law.  Tne  hon.  gentleman  allowed  that 
if  the  motion  were  carried,  it  would  imply 
an  imputation  on  the  court  of  King  t 
Bench.  Unquettionably  it  wonU  do  to, 
more  etpecially  when  coupled  wtth.iome 
of  the  obtenfttftioBa  whkli  tad.  bean- made 
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in  the  course  of  the  debate ;  and  he  thould 
therefore  oppose  it.  He  never  had  been 
a  friend  to  severe  punishments;  but  ha 
coofiis^d  that  having  attentively  consi- 
dered the  various  punishments  for  Ubelp 
which  had  been  inflicted  by  the  Court  d 
King's  bench  during  the  last  twenty  or 
thirty  years,  he  did  not  see  that  thay 
had  departed  in  the  catet  before  the 
Houte,  from  the  tound  ditcretion  which 
they  appeared  uniformly  to  exercise  in 
such  cases.  If  Mr.  Collyer  were  entitled 
to  lenity,  that  was  a  cousideration  which 
ought  to  arise  elsewhere.  It  ought  not  to 
originate  in  that  Houte,  as  it  would  tbrow 
a  slur  on  the  administration  of  justica» 
which,  he  believed,  wat  perfectly  im* 
proper. 

After  a  short  reply  from  lord  Folkettone^ 
the  motion  was  negatived  without  a  di# 
vision* 


nOtTSB  OP    LORDS. 


Thunday,  JunelS, 

Some  convenation  took  place  on  a  no* 
tice  given  by  the  earl  of  Radnor,  of  a 
motion  for  tome  proceeding  to  be  adopted 
b^  the  Hoiiae,  in  consequence  of  an  in- 
dictment against  a  noble  peer  for  a  capital 
charge.  Lord  Ellenboroogh  observed 
upon  the  difficulty  in  thit  cate,  a  peer  and 
another  individual  being  included  in  tha 
tame  indictment;  if,  therefore,  the  indict- 
ment wat  removed  into^  that  Houte  bjr 
cerrlorart,  be  did  not  tee  bow  the  inferior 
court  ooald  then  try  the  other  individual. 
The  earl  of  Radnor  taid  he  had  framed 
hit  motion  for  the  purpose  of  brii^ging 
into  the  House  a  copy  of  the  indictment* 
Lord  Ellenborough  thought  there  wat  no 
preoedeat  for  this.  After  some  further 
conversation  it  was  affreed  that  the  earl  of 
Radnor's  notice  thould  ttand  for  Tuetdayi 

Insolvbnt  DuToas'  Bill.]  Their  leiir 
ships  having  prooBoded  to  the  contideim* 
tion  of  the  report  of  thit  Bill, 

Lord  jEte^oroagA  expressed  hit  decided 
ditapprobation  of  the  oill,  at  then  befom 
the  Houte*  He  had  uniformly  nndertlood 
the  Bill  to  be  bn>qght  in  at  a  temporaiy 
intolveot  act,  on  the  withdrawing  of  hit 
noble  friend't  general  and  comprehentiva 
bill,  and  that  it  wat  to  have  been  ezadijf 
timilar  to  the  act  of  latt  year.  Thit  jb# 
Seared  waanotthoeaie.  There  were^oonti- 
deiable  variatieaQ  and  the  torn  mm  ^end* 
ed  from  3,000^  to  which  it  wat  limited  in 
the  hat  net,  to  the  immooae  turn  of  5/X)0(» 


Vnr]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  Ret^rtmOePeiiiimu^diatremcdMamtfaciurerM.  {(BOB 


Tbis  b«  did  not  expect.  He  disapproved 
of  frequent  recurrences  to  bills  of  insoU 
tency,  which  not  a  little  encouraged  im- 
provident expenditure,  led  to  fraudulent 
practices,  and  too  frequently  were  produc- 
tive of  injurious  consequences  to  tbe  honest 
and  unsuspecting  creditor.  He  was  aware, 
from  the  nature  of  the  business  which  came 
judicially  before  him  in  another  place,  that 
measures  of  the  kind  led  to  many  and 
extensive  fraudulent  practices.  The  num- 
ber of  cases  respecting  promissory  notes, 
bills  of- exchange,  and  negoci able  securi* 
ties,  was  almost  incredible ;  and  many  of 
those  had  their  rise  from  the  frequency 
of  such  measures.  Alive  as  he  was  to  tbe 
caUs  of  true  humanity,  he  could  not  avoid 
saying,  that  for  one  unfeeling  or  vexatious 
creditor  there  were  ten  unworthy  debtors. 
He  did  not  expect  to  see  the  Bill,  after 
what  had  passed,  so  different  from  that  of 
last  year;  and  he  understood  the  noble 
•  ar  to  have  reduced  the  sum  to  3,000/. 

The  Earl  of  Maura  could  not  answer 
exactly  for  what  the  noble  lord  had  un- 
derstood upon  the  point;  but  on  that 
bead  he  had  more  than  once  pointedly 
declared  his  intention.  He  should  not 
support  a  temporary  insolvent  bill,  ex* 
cept  it  were  on  an  ampler  scale  than  the 
last  one.  *  He  was  adverse  to  the  principle 
of  these  temporary  and  palliative  mea- 
sures. He  differed  from  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  as  to  the  principles  he  seemed 
lo  entertain  respecting  imprisonment  for 
debt,  and  there  were  provisions  in  the 
Bill  of  last  year  which  he  never  could 
agree  to.  The  grounds  on  which  she  al- 
ways advocated  the  cause  of  debtors,  and 
strove  for  the  melioration  of  the  laws  with 
respect  to  them,  vi;ere,  abstracted  from 
/eelings  and  considerations  of  humanity, 
consonant  to  the  clear  and  incontroverti- 
ble principles  of  justice. 

Lord  EUenborougk  contended,  that  the 
•nds  of  justice  would  be  best  consulted  by 
adhering  to  the  law  as  it  now  stood.  His 
experience  and  observation  enabled  him 
to  state,  that  there  were  twenty  fraudulent 
debtors  where  there  was  one  vexatious  and 
unmerciful  creditor ;  and  every  attention 
should  be  paid  to  the  claims  of  the  cre- 
ditor, who  had  generally  run  great  risks, 
•ad^who  might  be  wholly  ruined,  if  all 
hold  on  Uie  debtor  were  to  be  taken  from 
kim. 

The  Lord  Chanceltar  declared  thtt  be 
|iad  given  the  utmost  attention  to  bills  of 
this  nature ;  and  though  he  was  ready  to 
ednit  thai  a  gieel  mass  of  e?il  existed  In 


this  respect,  yet  he  did  not  belicTe  that  it 
would  in  the  least  be  alleviated  by  bills  off 
the  present  description. 

The  House  then  divided  on  the  clause, 
whether  the  sum  should  be  S,000f.  or 
5000/.  when  the  numbers  were  in  favour 
of  the  latter.  Contents  6 ;  Non  Contents 
4 ;  majority  2.  After  some  further  dis- 
cussion the  other  clauses  of  the  Bill  wef« 
agreed  to. 
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Thwidtty,  June  13. 
Report  on  the  Petitions  from  rni 

DISTRESSED      MANUFACTURERS     OF     MaN* 

CHESTER  AND  BoLTON.]  Mr.  Stanley  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  to  whom  the 
Petition  of  several  thousand  manufac- 
turers and  artizans  in  the  town  of  Man- 
chester and  neighbourhood  ;  and  alto  the 
Petition  of  several  weavers  and  spinners 
of  cotton,  handicrafts  artists  and  labourers, 
resident  in  the  town  of  Bolton,  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster,  or  its  vicinity,  were 
referred  :  to  examine  tbe  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  observa- 
tions thereupon,  to  the  House:  and  to 
whom  the  petitions  of  persons  residing  in 
the  town  of  Paisley  and  suburbs  thereof; 
and  of  heritors,  manufacturers,  merchants, 
mechanics,  and  labourers  of  all  denomina* 
tions,  residing  in  Lanark,  Ayr,  and  Ren- 
frew shires,  and  the  manufacturing  places 
adjacent,  were  referred  ;  that  they  bad 
examined  the  matters  of  the  said  petitions^ 
and  had  directed  him  to  make  a  report 
thereof  to  the  House ;  and  the  report  was 
read,  and  is  as  follows : 

REPORT 

On  Petition  of  Several  Weavers,  &c» 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition  of 
several  thousand  manufacturers  and 
artizans  in  the  town  of  Manchester 
and  neighbourhood;  and  also,  the 
Petition  of  several  weavers  and  spin- 
ners of  cotton,  handicrafts,  artists  and 
labourers,  resident  in  the  town  of 
Bolton,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
or  its  vicinity,  were  refnred,  to  ex- 
amine the  mattter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  observations 
thereupon,  to  the  House;— and  to 
whom  the  Petitions  of  persons,  re* 
sidinff  in  the  town  of  Paisley  and 
soburbs  thereof;  and  of  heritors, 
manufacturers,  merchanu,  mecfaa* 
nics,  and  labourers  of  all  denomina* 
lioDS»  lesidiag  io  LancaMer^  Ayr,  and 
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Reirfriw.  ahiras,  and  the  inannfac- 
tariuff    places  adjacen^^were    re- 
ferred;-* 
Hare  carefully  and  maturely  examined 
the  varioof  fuggestiona  submitted  to  their 
^nsideration ;    all  of  which   appear   to 
yoar  Committee*  to  be  exposed  to  insa- 
perable  objections ;  some,  as  being  of  a 
nature  too  important  and  too  extensive  to 
&11  within  the  limits  fof  enquiry,  which 
the  Committee  thought  it  their  duty  to 

{prescribe  to  themseWes ;  others,  as  caico* 
ated  either  to  restrict  the  number  of 
bands  when  manufactures  are  flourishing; 
to  confine  workmen  to  a  trade  in  which, 
by  a  change  of  circumstances  they  may 
be  no  longer  able  to  find  employ ;  to  ar- 
rest the  progress  of  impro?ement,  and  of 
facilities  for  abridging  labour,  on  grounds 
which,  at  former  periods,  must  have  been 
equally  strong  against  the  introduction  of 
the  loom  itself;  and  to  infringe  on  per* 
■onal  liberty,  in  that  most  esiential  point, 
the  free  exercise  of  industry,  of  skill,  and 
of  talent :— and  have  especially  consi* 
dered  the  expedient  suggested  to  them, 
of  administering  pecuniary  aid  out  of  the 
public  revenue. 

^  While  your  Committee  fully  acknow* 
ledge,  and  most  deeply  lament  the  great 
distress  of  numbers  of  persons  engaged  in 
the  cotton  manufacture,  in  various  trades 
connected  with  it,  arising  from  circum- 
stances which  hare  caused  the  sale  of 
cotton  goods  to  decline,  and  consequently 
the  demand  for  labour  in  these  trades,  and 
in  that  manufacture,  to  be  reduced ; — they 
are  of  opinion,  that  no  interference  of  the 
legislature  with  the  freedom  of  trade,  or 
with  the  perfect  liberty  of  every  indivi- 
dual to  dispose  of  his  time  and  of  his  lap 
bour,  in  the  way  and  on  the  terms  which 
he  may  judge  most  conducive  t^his  own 
interest,  can  take  place,  without  violating 
general  principles  of  the  first  importance 
lo  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the 
community ;  without  establishing  the 
most  pernicious  precedent,  or  even  with- 
out aggravating,  after  a  very  short  time, 
the  pressure  of  the  general  distress,  and 
imposing  ohsucles  against  that  distress  be- 
ing ever  removed:  or,  if  the  interference 
vvere  extended  to  all  trades  and  occupa- 
tions, as  it  manifestly  must  be,  when  the 
system  has  been  acted  on  in  any,  without 
producing  great  public  mischief,  and  be- 
ing destructive  of  the  happiness  and  com- 
fort of  individuals. 

"  But  above  all,  your  Committee  are 

jBOst  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  grants  of 
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pecuniary  aid,  to  any  particular  class  of 
persons  suffering,  under  temporary  dis- 
trcM,  would  be  utterly  ioctficadous  as  to 
every  good  purpose,  and  most  objectiona- 
ble in  all  points  of  view  ;  particularly  aa 
ihey  could  not  fail  of  exciting  expecta- 
tions unbosinded  in  extent,  incapable  of 
being  realized,  and  most  likely  to  destroy 
the  equilibrium  of  labour  and  of  employ- 
ment, in  the  various  branches  of  manuCac- 
ture,  of  commerce,  and  of  agriculiure/' 

■ 

AnmNisTaATiON  or  Justicx  in  Tai« 
NiDAD.l  Mr.  Martyaii  rose  to  bring  for- 
ward  his  motion  respecting  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  British  Constitution,  and  of  Bri* 
tish  laws  into  the  Island  of  Trinidad.  The 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  trusted,  that, 
he  was  actuated  by  no  other  principle- 
than  that  of  public  duty  in  appealing  to  a 
British  House  of  Commons  on  behalf  of 
the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  residing  ia 
Trinidad.  He  conceived  it  to  be  highly 
necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  subject,  as  the  noble  lord  at  the  head 
of  the  coionial>  department  had  stated  it  to 
be  the  intention  of  his  Majesty's  ministers 
to  continue  the  same  form  of  despotic  go* 
vernment  which  had  so  long  disgraced  the 
is^nd.  The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
then  went  into  a  history  of  the  island  from 
the  year  1780«  down  to  1797,  when  it  was 
captured  by  the  expedition  sent  out  froni 
this  country,  under  the  command  of  sir 
Ralph  Abercromby,  who,  in  taking  pos- 
session of  it  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf 
of  his  Majesty,  secured  to  the  Spanish  in- 
habitants their  property  and  lives,  bat 
made  no  alteration  in  respect  to  the  lawa 
of  the  island.  Thus  things  continued  till 
governor  Picton  was  appointed,  who,  to 
obviate  the  tediousness  of  some  of  their, 
processes,  which  lasted  as  long  as  our 
Chancery  suits,  issued  ordinances  which 
provided  for  the  decision  of  cases  relating 
to  property  in  a  summary  way.  In  1 802. 
the  island  was  ceded  to  Great  Britain,  and 
the  influx  of  British  subjects  was  unusually 
great.  The  intercourse  between  the  inha- 
bitants  and  British  merchants  of  course 
increased.  At  that  time  many  discussions 
arose  between  governor  Picton  and  co- 
lonel Fullarton,  one  of  the  council,  which 
ended  in  their  being  recalled,  and  general 
Hislop  was  appointed  to  fill  the  office  of  ^ 
governor.  Some  alterations  were  made 
by  him  to  remedy  the  complaints  on  thd 
subject  of  law  proceedings,  which  wete 
not  satisfactory  to  some  of  the  law  officers: 
and  it  was  in  \H0^  that  ttiniitera  judged  it 
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necessary  to  send  out  Mr.  Creoree  Smith,  a 
barrister,  to  hold  the  offices  of  Cotridor, 
Alcalde,   £c.     Commissioners  had  been 
|>re¥ioasly  sent  out,  smd  the  mhabitanta 
petitioned  for  British  laws,  which  was  fol- 
lowed up  last  year  by  petitions  from  ail 
the  commercial  towns  in  thia  kingdom  in 
their  farour.    Mr.  Smith  waajaccordin^ly 
sent  out  to  fill  all  the  judicial  situations  be 
had  enumerated,  for  which  he  was  fitted 
by  being  taken  into  the  office  of  the  noble 
colonial  secretary,  who,  with  a  touch  of 
his  magical  wand,  like  the  metamorphosis 
of  Ovid,  transibrnied  the  barrister  into  a 
Corridor,  an  Alcalde,  and  a  Mipreme  judge 
of  the  Aadiencia.     By  the  laws  of  the 
country,  a  disqualification  is  imposed  upon 
any   man  accepting  the  office  of  judge, 
who  had  not  studied  the  laws  for  ten  years; 
and  by  the  Spanish  laws,  if  he  shall  hold 
more  than  one  judicial  office,  he  shall  also 
be  disqualified,  and  pay  a  fine  of  10,00() 
maraTedas.      Notwithstanding   this,  Mr. 
Smith  decided  in  the  lower  courts,  then 
went  and  sat  ia  the  higher  court  of  Au- 
diencia,  dressed  not  as   in  the   inferior 
cHHirts,  in  a  plain  dress,  but  in  a  superb 
Sipanifth  dress.    Therefore  all  the  salutary 
checks  which  the  laws  imposed  were  done 
arway,  the  offices  being  united  in  the  par* 
•on   of  Mr.  Smith.      One  of  the  great 
•ources  of  discontent  was  the  docket  fees 
paid  to  Mr.  Smith  in  the  lower  courts, 
which  Mr.  Smith  had  to  decide  in  the 
Appeal  court,  #nd  he  took  care  to  decide 
in  his  own  favour,  decreeing,  that  for  every 
witness  examined,  a  fee  of  22  dollars,  or 
fli.    lOv.    sterling,   should  be  paid.      At 
length  Mr.  Smith,  finding  the  bmHeis  of 
the  coarta  too  much  for  him,  sent  down  to 
the  Carraccas  for  advice,  and  the  conse- 
cjuence  was,  that  two  Spanish  advocates 
were  sent  over  to  assist  him ;  and  at  pre- 
sent three  persons  were  paid  for  doing 
what  more  properly   belonged  to  one. 
Among  the  numerous  causes  for  complaint, 
was  that  relative  to  the  imprisonment  of 
the  printer  of  a  newspaper,  for  inserting 
an  advertisement  without  the  authority  of 
the  judges,  there  being  no  such  thing  in 
the  laws  of  Spain  as  Liberty  of  the  Press. 
The  printer  was  immured  in  a  loathsome 
dungeon  for  two  months,  and  at  length 
liberated  upon  the  interference  of  the  go- 
vernor.   While  offences  of  this  description 
were  punished,  the  most  notorious  male** 
factors  escaped;  because  by  the  lawi  of 
Spain,  no  man  convicted  of  a  crime  pu- 
fiishable  with  death  can  be  executed,  on- 
^lesa  he  coofeis  bil  crime,  and  the  torture 


not  being  in  use,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  a 
man  would  hang  himself,     dkjch  was  the 
state  of  the  criminal  laws;   and  even  a 
person  charged  with  a  murder,  who  had 
fled  to  this  country,  and  was  aent  back 
by  government,  remained  untried.     Th# 
laws  of  Spain  were  particularly  objection- 
able to  British  subjects,  for  by  those  laws 
tile  evidence  of  a  negro  or  man  of  colour 
could  not  be  received  against  a  white  per- 
son.   Not  so  in  England :    all  were  alike 
subject  to  the  laws.    Some  of  these  laws 
were  singularly  hard.   If  a  negro,  or  man 
of  colour,  was  found  cohabiting  with  an  In- 
dian woman,  he  was  subject  to  receive  the 
punishment  of  100  lashes.     If  he  lifted  hia 
band  against  a  white  man,  that  hand  was 
cut  oiF.    The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
then  made  several  references  to  the  laws, 
and  stated  that  he  could  prove  the  hard- 
ships tinder  which  the  inhabitants  laboured 
from  theii;  operation.    In  one  case  a  French 
surgeon,  who  was  also  a   planter,  was- 
charged   with  the  murder  of  his  ntgro 
slave.    It  seemed  the  slave  had  absconded- 
By  the  Spanish  laws,  if  a  slave  absent  him- 
self from  his  master's  service  for  more  than 
four  days,  he  subjects  himself  to  the  pU'- 
nishment  of  60  lashes ;  so  on  in  gradation 
to  200  lashes,  for  two  months  absence; 
but  if  he  be  absent  upwards  of  six  months, 
then  the  crime  was  commuted  to  the  pu- 
nishment of  death.    This  French  doctor's 
silave  was  absent  two  months.    At  length 
he  was  caught,  and  his  master  had  him 
tied  up  to  the  stake  and  flogged.     When 
he  had  received  the  200  lashes,  the  French 
doctor  went  to  his  breakfast,  leaving  him 
tied  op.     On  his  return  from  breakfast  the 
man  was  dead  at  the  stake  !  For  this  mur- 
der he  was  tried.     On  the  trial  it  was  con* 
tended  by  the  Attorney  General,  that  the 
prisoner  was  subject  to  British  laws.    The 
counsel  for  the  prisoner  contended  on  the 
contrary,  and  be  vras  acquitted.     There 
was  sfnother  case  of  wanton  cmelty.  Some 
officers  of  the  militia  having  been  out  to 
dinner,  and  heated  with  wine,  on  returning 
passed  an  Indian  hot,  when  they  heard  the 
voice  of  mirth ;  upon  going  in  they  found 
some  negroes  visiting:  this  was  after  sun^ 
set  and   against  the  Spanish  hiws:    the 
officers  immediately  drew  their  aabres  and 
swords  and  began  te  cut  and  hack  the 
poor  mftoffending  creatures.    One  ef  the 
men's  hands  was  cut  ofl;  and  some  women 
and  children  materially  hurt.    The  offi- 
cers were  afterwards  tried)  and  Mr.  Smith* 
the  judge,  decided  that  as  the  negroes 
were  oS  their  master's  estate  after  sun*se9 
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ibe  priionerj  coild  not  be  fosnd  guilly 
under  the  Spanisb^  laws.  They  were  ac- 
eerdtfigly  acquitted.  «*  The  hon.  and 
learned  geotleman  then  noticed  the  great 
delay  in  the  citiI  covru,  and  said,  that  he 
understood  the  Attorney  and  the  Soli- 
citor genera]  proposed  some  alteration  in 
the  debtor  and  creditor  laws  of  the  island, 
in  order  to  do  away  the  hardship.  He 
instanced  a  case,  Dawson  and  Taddy,  the 
former  a  resident  of  Liverpool*  and  the 
latter  an  islsnder,  in  which  the  process 
had  been  carried  on  for  18  years.  The 
papers  relating  to  them  were  more  than 
Ibe  largest  cart  could  carry.  At  length 
the  firoj  wbich  had  nearly  consumed  the 
4sland,  barnt  those  ▼oluminoos  papers,  and 
Mr.  Dawson  having  had  cnon^h  of  law* 
yen'  bills  did  not  chuse  to  carry  on  the 
enite  any  longer,  and  gaTe  up  bis  claim. 
«*-He  then  referred  to  the  letter  of  the 
sioble  Secretary  of  State,  upon  which  be 
commented  at  some  length;  contending 
that  as  all  the  other  islands  belonging  to 
She  cluster,  of  which  Trinidad  was  one, 
enjoyed  British  laws,  he  thoaght  it  a  mea- 
sure of  injustice  in  the  goremroent  to 
deny  that  island  the  benefits  arising  there- 
from. The  denial  would  have  the  effect 
of  exciting  jealousies,  and  might  be  pro- 
ductive  of  injurious  consequences.  He 
pointed  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
serious  evils  which  hud  occurred  at  Botany 
Bay,  from  a  despotic  form  of  government, 
and  alluded  to  Jamaica,  which  originally, 
when  it  came  into  the  possession  of  the 
crown  of  £ng1and,  was  subject  to  the  same 
laws  as  Trinidad :  governor  after  gover- 
nor was  sent  out,  but  without  any  effect. 
The  inhabitants  smarted  under  the  laws 
of  Spain;  and  it  was  not  until  they  re- 
ceived the  British  lawi  and  the  British 
constitution,  that  they  were  quieted.— 
After  a  variety  of  observations  to  shew  the 
advantages  which  would  result  to  the 
island  of  Trinidad  from  the  introduction 
of  British  laws,  the  bon.  and  learned  gent, 
moved  the  following  Resohition  x  ''That 
it  is  expedient,  for  the  better  security  of 
she  liberty  and  property  of  his  Majesty's 
•ubjecu  in  the  island  of  Trinidad,  that  the 
administration  of  justice  according  to  the 
laws  of  Spain  be  discontinued  in  that 
colony;  and  that  British  courts  of  judica^ 
sure,  for  the  administration  of  justice  ac- 
cofding  to  the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  be 
•stablisbed  therein.'' 
•  Mr.  Brvt^kam  said,  that  when  he  heard 
the  reasons  assigned  for  this  motion,  that 
abe  British  constitntion  and  laifp  were 


established  in  iother  West  India  colonies, 
that  Ceylon  was  a  conquered  but  not  a 
ceded  island ;  that  a  free  person  of  colour 
by  the  English  law  was  a  competent  wit- 
ness ;  had  no  hesitation  in  declaring  that 
it  ought  to  be  rejected,  even  without  hear- 
ing the  opinions  of  others  of  more  know- 
ledge, which  he  should  have  oiherwise 
been  inclined  to  have  heard  ill  the  iirat 
place.  Without  presuming  to  follow  his 
non.  and  learned  friend  through  every 
part  of  his  speech^  he  would  offer  a  few 
remarks  to  shew  the  little  foundation  there 
was  for  the  clamour  that  bad  been  raised 
for  the  British  laws  and  constitution. 

His  hon.  and  learned  friend  had  first  re- < 
marked  upon  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Smith,  ana  upon  the  singular  process  in 
Downing  *street,  for  converting  any  law- 
yer caught  up  in  Westminster-hall  into  a 
gentleman  learned  in  the  laws  of  Spain, 
though  be  knew  nothing  of  the  law  nor 
the  language.  But  it  was  at  least  as  inge* 
niouB  a  process  by  which  his  hon.  and  learn* 
ed  friend  himself  had,  all  at  once,  become  so 
eminent  a  Spanish  lawyer,  as  to  speak  of 
the  most  intricate  points  of%he  law  with  aa 
much  decision  as  if  he  had  been  an  expe* 
rienced  Spanish  alcalde.  That  one  person 
should  be  the  original  judge,  and  also  the 
judge  of  appeal,  was,  when  boldly  stated, 
inconsistent.  But  how  stood  the  fact? 
No  criminal  sentence  by  the  Spanish  law 
was  valid  till  confirmed  by  the  Audiencia 
of  the  Carraccas*  This  bad  become  im- 
possible to  be  got  at,  and  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  supply  the  defect ;  and  for 
this  purpose  these  appointments  had  been 
united  in  Mr.  Smith.  To  one  of  the  sitna* 
tioos,  however,  he  had  appointed  a  deputy^ 
so  that  there  was  none  of  that  incon* 
sistency  upon  which  his  bon.  and  learned 
friend  had  dwelt.  Bot,  admitting  that  ha 
actually  exercised  the  functions  of  an  ori« 
giaal  judge,  and  of  a  judge  of  appeal,  whaS 
was  that  more  than  a  revision  or  re- hear* 
ing— a  thing  to  which  they  were  accus* 
tomed  every  day  in  this  country.  In  the 
county  palatine  of  Lancaster  he  himself 
had  witnessed,  not  more  than  six  weeka 
ago,  an  application  to  a  judge  at  twelvn 
o'clock  for  a  new  trial,  upon  the  ground 
ef  a  misdirection  of  his  own  to  the  jury, 
not  two  hours  before.  After  a  trial  at  bar 
the  application  for  a  new  trial  was  to  the 
same  judges,  and  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  could  not  but  be  aware  that  the 
appeals  from  Chancery  to  the  House  of 
Lords  were  decided  by  the  lord  chancel* 
lor,  the  same  judge  wfao  decided  the  cansca 
originally. 
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,  The  hon.  and  Icaraed  genUemen  next 
defended  tbe  conduct  of  Mr.  Smith,  who 
was  a  man  of  great  talents  and  humanity, 
towards  those  persons  asrainst  whom  this 
motion  was  directed.  Mr.  Smith's  con- 
duct had  been  impeached^  but  the  only 
iiMttances  in  whtrh  it  had  been  blamed 
consisted  iu  tbe  execnlion  of  those  very 
]aws  which  he  had  been  appointed  strictly 
to  admminter. — He  next  argaed  that  the 
ordinance  of  1739  was  ufi^estionably  a 
part  of  the  Spanish  law.  It  was  an  order 
of  the  King,  conceived  in  the  most  dis- 
tinct terms,  and  commanding  the  very 
council  by  which  it.  was  said  it  ought 
to  be  confirmed,  to  consider  it  as  law, 
and  administer  it  accordingly.  It  had 
been  called  by  Mr.  Smith  an  almost  di* 
vine  ordinance,  and,  comparatively  speak- 
ing, it.  was  Bo,  for  it  afforded  much  greater 
protection  to  the  slaves  than  any  law  of 
oars.  The  master  and  steward  only  were 
permitted  to  inflict  a  few  lashes,  not  the 
driver ;  and  they  were  inflicted  too  only 
by  way  of  punishment,  and  not  to  quicken 
the  negroes  hands  by  the  efiusion  of  his 
blood,  as  in  our  other  West  India  colonies, 
where  the  Briiish  constitution  and  laws 
were  not  established  as  in  this  country. 

Another  regulation  in  this  ordinance, 
was,  that  no  one  but  the  master  or  his 
steward  should  be  entitled  to  execute  the 
aentence.  Not  even  in  tbe  presence  of 
the  master  could  any  beyond  a  certain 
number  of  lashes  be  imposed  ;»and  even 
the  degree  of  Ibrce  was  limited.  No  con- 
tusion or  effusion  of  blood  was  tolerated  ; 
if  any  such  took  place,  that  was  esteemed 
a  misdemeanour;  and  if  repeated,  the 
alave  was  taken  from  under  the  controul 
and  protection  of  his  master.  .  Sucb  was 
the  ordinance  to  which  Mr.  Smith  applied 
the  epithet  of  an  almost  divine  code.  He 
(Mr.  Brougham)  had  only  one  objection 
to  it,  it  was  too  raild-^too  near  perfection 
^le  was  afraid  it  was  scarcely  human— 
and  he  doubled  if  it  was  in  human  nature 
always  to  stop  short  in  punishment,  so  as 
to  avoid  evtn  a  contusion.  It  was  enough 
for  his  argument,  however,  and  it  went-  to 
tear  up  by  the  roots  the*  arg oment  of  his 
bon.  and  learned  friend.  'Ibis  being  the 
State  of  the  law  in  the  Spanish  colonies,  it 
was  now  proposed  to. change  this  law,  and 
to  introduce  a  diiTerent  system,  by  which  a 
brother  slave  was  to  scourge  his  fellow, 
and  to  give  him  any  number  of  lashes  not 
exceeding  t\»o  hundred.  There  was  one 
case  mentioned  in  the  papers  before  the 
|Igase«  at  the  very  idea  of  which  every 


person  mubt  recoil,  and  must  shudder  to 
think  that  he  belonged  to  the  same  race 
with  the  bein^  who  inflicted  the  punish* 
meut;  not  only  was  he  not  the  master  or 
the  driver,  but  he  was  the  brother  to  ihm 
unfortunate  victim  !  Was  it  for  thiathat 
the  House  were  called  on  to  give  up  tbe 
Schedula which  Mr.  Smith  admired  ?  Were 
they  to  depart  from  this  model  of  perfec- 
tion, and  in  its  place  to  adopt  that  under 
which  Mr.  Hoggins  scourged  to  death  tbia 
miserable  being,  and  was  acquitted  oil 
evidence  which  could  not  have  proved  sa- 
tisfactory to  any  but  to  the  twelve  slave 
drivers  by  whom  he  was  tried  and  was  ac- 
quitted. When  we  talked  of  Engliah 
law,  we  talked  of  it  by  reference  to  English 
judges,  to  English  juries,  and  to  English 
feelmg  and  principles.  He  could  not 
albw  this  man  who  could  inflict  such  e 
punishment  to  be  an  Englishman.  It  was 
a  mockery  to  talk  of  transplanting  the 
English  law  to  the  West  Indies  when  only 
the  name  was  carried  thither,  and  all  tiie- 
true  English  feeling  was  left  behind.  Then 
the  law  of  England  served  only  as  the  en- 

Sine  of  fraud  and  oppression,  rendered 
oubly  disgraceful,  because  carried  on 
under  tbe  pretence  of  law  and  justice. 
This  was  under  the  pretence  of  justice  to 
the  whites,  *to  load  the  other  miserable 
wretches  with  oppression  unbounded.  His 
hon.  and  learned  friend  talked  as  if  men  of 
colour  were  allowed  to  be  witnesses  in  our 
West  India  colonies.  His  hon;  and  learned 
friend  might  by  some  of  those  magical 
changes  of  which  he  himself  talked,  have 
become  a  Spanish  lawyer,  but  be  could 
tell  him  he  was  mistaken  as  to  the  law  of 
evidence  in  the  British  colonies.  If  the 
law  in  this  respect  were  to  be  judged  of 
from  the  way  in  which  it  existed  in 
Jamaica,  in  Barbadoes,  &c.  be  could  tell 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  that  there  men 
of  colour  were  not  admitted  as  witnesses* 
The  proposition  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  went  really  to  this — to  substitute 
^pression  and  injustice  for  benevolence. 
The  British  constit|ition  was  to  be  found 
in  no  other  part  of  the  world  .but  in  thia 
country-  His  hon.  and  learned  friend 
seemed  to  think  that  it  was  to  be  found  in 
greater  perfection  in  the  island  of  Jamaica 
because  the  House  of  Assembly  had  no 
need  of  reftbrm.  It  might,  indeed,  be 
better  for  the  purposes  of  individuals,  and 
let  those  who  preferred  such  a  syetem 
ei^joy  it.  For  his  part,  he  could  not  con- 
ceive that  to  be  tbe  beat  system  by  which 
privilegea  were  lecimd  to  a  few  who  were 
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allowed  to  lord  it  over  all  the  others. 
His  hon.  and  learned  friend  said  that  there 
were  scarcely  my  free  people  of  colour  in 
Trinidad.  In  I  %05,  however,  it  appeared 
that  there  were  of  this  description  5,275, 
being  in  a  proportion  of  five  to  two  of  the^ 
white  popolation ;  and  in  1 808,  they  had 
increased  to  6,478.  He  proceeded  to  notice 
the  Memorial  presented  lo  the  governor  of 
Trinidad  by  this  description  of  the  inha- 
bitants, which  was  peculiarly  touching, 
from  the  bumble,  gentle,  and  subdued  ua« 
tore  of  the  language  in  which  it  was  con- 
ceived, so  diilerent  from  the  style  of  other 
persons  of  a  similiar  description  in  other 
colonies.  Those  were  the  persons,  how- 
ever, whom  it  was  sought,  ander  pretence 
of  giving  them  British  laws,  to  deprive  of 
those  privileges  and  that  constitution 
which  they  now  enjoyed.  One  word  as 
to  ihe  nature  of  the  tri^  which  bis  hon. 
and  learned  friend  wished  to  give  to  the 
unfortunate  negroes  in  this  settlement. 
The  jury,  as  he  proposed  it,  most  consist 
of  tweWe  white  plaoierfl>  interested  in  the 
slave  trade.  This  was  a  tribunal  similar 
to  that  which  acquitted  Huggins,  and  be- 
fore which  his  honourable  and  learned 
liriend  wished  the  House  to  send  every 
other  person  who  was  to  be  tried  for  any 
cITence,  real  or  snpposed.  To  call  this  a 
Hriai  by  jury,  was  neither  more  nor  less 
than  a  mockery.— -The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  proceeded  to  shew  the  absurdity 
of  that  House,  under  the  assumption  that 
such  and  such  was  the  law  of  Spain,  and 
without  any  possibility  of  knowing  whe- 
ther such  was  tlie  law  of  Spain  or  not 
'taking  on  themselves  at  once  to  repeal  it, 
and  to  substitute  in  its  place  what  might 
be  utterly  inapplicable,  and  infinitely 
worse  than  the  law  which  they  repealed. 
That  the  law  of  Spam  was  not  known  in 
this  country,  the  court  of  King's  bench 
had  fully  shewn,  by  referring  for  farther 
ui<)uiry,the  simple  point,  whether  the  law 
of  old  Spain  recognised  torture.  Surely 
then,  that  House  could  not  be  supposed  to 
be  better  informed  on  such  a  subject  than 
the  Judees  of  the  court  of  king's  bench. — 
This  led  him,  in  the  last  place,  to  remark 
that  this  Tery  ancertainty  afforded  the 
itrongest  reason  why  the  House  should  not 
proceed  rashly,  or  without  due  considera* 
iion  and  deliberation.  He  hoped  before 
many  months  elapsed,  that  the  subject 
would  be  considered  in  its  proper  place ; 
and  it  could  not,  to  his  mind,  be  taken  up 
HI  a  more  proper  manner  than  in  the  spirit 
which  marked  the  greater  part  of  lord  Li- 


Terpool'a  letter.  Let  that  spirit,  and  aol 
the  letter  of  English  jorisprudence,  be  ia*^ 
the  minds  of  teiiuisters  when  they  went  lo 
the  consideration  of  this  subject,  and  let 
them  act  accordingly.  He  gaTe  theoi* 
credit  for  what  they  had  already  done; 
and  had  no  hesiution  m  opposing  the  pre* 
sent  motion.  .  *  * 

Mr.  Stephen,  notwithstanding  ihe  satis* 
factory  answer  which  the  proposition  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  mover  had  received- 
from  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  who  had 
just  sat  down,  found  it  necessary  to  go* 
somewhat  into  the  question.  He  objected 
to  the  time  and  manner  in  which  the  qoes* 
tion  was  brought  forward.  Not  a  single 
complaint  had  been  made,  but  t^e  system 
had  been  act«d  on  by  all  concerned ;  and 
though  the  hon.  and  learned  mover,  who. 
was  the  agent  for  the  colony,  had  been  in 
possession  of  the  circumstances  now  stated 
by  him  for  months,  he  now  brought 
them  forward  when  probably  Uiere 
was  not  another  business  day  remaining 
of  the  session.  The  hon.  morer  desired 
of  the  House  to  take  all  upon  teutt.  He 
did  not  even  tell  them  to  what  extent  oe 
under  what  limitations  he  wished  his  pro- 
position  to  be  adopted.  In  the  colonies 
there  were  infinite  and  important  varietiet 
in  the  legal  proceedings.  He  did  not  tell 
them  whether  he  wished  for  the  British 
constitution  as  in  force  in  Jamaica,  in  St. 
Kitts,  or  in  Barbadoes.  He  first  wished 
to  disarm  the  goremment  of  all  powera. 
in  relation  to  the.roanagementof  theisland^' 
and  then  to  leave  it  to  the  Regent  to  ex- 
ercise his  discretion.«~He  had  for  twenty* 
five  years  been  acquainted  with  the  West* 
Indies,  but  be  had  heard  things  to  nigbl 
concerning  evidence  received  in  those 
Islands,  of  which,  till  now,  he  had  been 
ignorant.  The  hon.  mover  had  satd/tbal 
ministers  were  determined  to  govern  thia 
island  by  an  arbitrary  system.  This  he 
denied.  They  had  not,  indeed,  determin* 
ed  that  it  should  be  governed  on  the  same 
system  with  the  other  West  India  islands, 
but  that  any  alterations- in  its  existing  law 
should  t>e  made  gradually,  and  that  they 
should  be  such  as  the  colony  was  capable 
of  receiving.  What  his  hon.  friend,  on  the 
other  hand,  proposed,  was,  that  the  House 
shotild  accede  to  the  wishes  of  517  white 
inhabitants  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of 
a  population  of  22,000.  There  ceruioly 
was  no  application  before  the  House  oa 
the  part  of  the  people  of  colour ;  but  how 
did  this  happen  ?  Finding  that  a  canv 
was  going  oa  among  the 
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at  to  the  Datore  of  the  constitotton  for 
which  they  should  petition,  the  people  of 
colour  presented  a  memorial  to  goTernor 
Hislop,  who  was  the  head  of  the  faction 
on  behalf  of  whom  his  hon.  friend  now 
applied,  praying  that  they,  too,  might  have 
liberty  to  approach  his  majesty,  and  to  in* 
form  him  that  he  had  other  subjects  in  the 
island  of  Trinidad  besides  the  white  inha- 
bitants. This  right,  however,  though  re- 
quested in  the  most  submissive  terms, 
the  governor  dared  to  reiuse  to  the  people 
•f  colour,  and  such  was  the  awe  in  which 
they  stood  of  the  formidable  oligarchy 
of  the  island,  that  they  did  not  presume 
farther  to  complain.— To  prove  the  hard- 
■hlps  under  wliich  the  people  of  colour 
laboured,  and  that  sound  policy  called  for 
an  alteration  of  the  system,  which  was  less 
oppressive  in  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese 
islands  than  in  any  other,  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  proceeded  to  read  ex- 
tracts from  several  authors  on  the  subject. 
The  Spanish  law  was  the  law  of  the  island 
at  the  time  of  the  capture,  and  its  con** 
tinuance  was  guaranteed  to  the  inha- 
bitants. The  present  was  an  attempt  to 
take  the  management  of  the  island  from 
under  the  observation  of  the  legislature  of 
this  country,  that  the  planters  might  be 
enabled  to  carry  on  the  slave  trade  with 
impunity.  This  was  what  the  House 
would  not  countenance,  notwithstanding 
the  statement  of  his  hon.  friend* — He  pro- 
ceeded to  state  that  the  printer  alluded  to, 
and  who  was  said  to  have  been  sent  to  a 
dungeon,  had  been  guilty  of  exciting  mu- 
tiny ;  and  that  the  faction  of  whom  he 
bad  already  spoken,  finding  that  they 
could  not  overcome  the  constancy  of  the 
chief  judge  in  his  resolution  to  do  his  doty, 
look  on  themselves  to  seiae  on  the  so- 
vereign authority,  and  to  abrogate  the 
judge's  office,  in  consequence  of  vihich 
he  was  now  on  his  way  to  this  country, 
where  he  hoped  he  would  soon  have  an 
opportunity  of  meeting  his  enemies  in. a 
court  of  justice.  The  Spanish  Schedule, 
to  which  reference  had  been  made,  he  had 
no  hesitation  in  declaring,  had  received 
the  sanction  of  the  Audiencia  of  the  Ca* 
racca^,  a  copy  of  it  having  been  trans* 
mitted  from  the  Caraccas  to  Mr.  Smith, 
and  he  himself  (Mr.  Stephen),  havinealso 
obtained  a  copy  from  Porto  Rico.  It  was 
to  be  observed,  that  the  persons  on  whose 
account  the  present  proposition  was  made, 
were  careful  to  provide,  that,  so  far  as  pro* 
party  was  concerned,  the  Spanish  laws 
were  still  to  prevail,  the  measure  io  this 


respect  being  wished  only  to  be  pro- 
spective. Highly  as  these  gentlemen  va- 
lued the  beauty  of  the  English  constitu- 
tion, and  much  as  they  wished  it  to  be  in- 
troduced into  the  island  of  Trinidad,  they 
-deemed  to  agree  that  those  blessinga 
would  be  too  dearly  purchased  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  their  being  compelled  to  pay 
their  debts. 

Lord  Castlereagk  entered  into  a  history 
of  the  proceedings  of  ffovernment  on  the 
cession  of  the  island  of  Trinidad,  and  ex- 
plained and  defended  the  policy  of  the 
arrangements  then  made.  He  spoke  in 
teons  of  the  highest  praise  of  the  character 
of  Mr.  Smith,  who  had  been  sent  out  to 
administer  the  Spanish  law  in  the  spirit 
of  English  justice  and  mercy.  He  ap- 
proved of  the  course  which  had  been  pur- 
sued by  his  Majesty's  present  ministers 
with  respect  to  Trinidad,  and  thought  it 
would  be  improper  to  give  power  to  per- 
sons who  would  be  likely  to  wield  it 
against  each  other.  Though  he  hoped 
scenes  like  those  which  had  been  witness- 
ed would  never  return,  yet  in  his  opinion 
it  would  ba  rash  to  suppose  the  embers  of 
passion  were  wholly  extinguished,  and 
that  every  feeling  of  jealousy  was  al- 
ready no  more. 

Mr.  Baring  was  in  favour  of  the  motion. 
He  thought  the  great  desideratum  was, 
that  there  should  be  a  settled  system  of 
laws  for  the  island,  and  that  it  was  not  so 
material  a  question  whether  those  laws 
were  Spanish  or  British.  He  thought  that 
the  hon.  gent,  who  had  brought  Torward 
the  motion  was  entitled  to  the  thanks  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  Barham,  though  be  by  no  means  ap- 
proved of  all  the  arguments  advanced  by 
gentlemen  opposite,  was  against  the  mo- 
tion. He  thought  the  measure  proposed 
would  be  productive  of  evils  of  considera- 
ble magnitude,  while  that  benefits  of 
equal  importance  would  result  from  it,  was 
by  no  means  clear.  With  respect  to  the 
treatment-of  slaves  in  the  Englisli  colonies, 
as  compared  with  what  they  experienced 
in  the  colonies  of  Spain,  He  would  state 
one  ^t  which  he  knew  to  be  true  ;  and 
which  he  would  challenge  any  gentleman 
to  contradict.  In  Jamaica,  it  was  const* 
dared  the  greatest  punishment  short  of 
death  that  could  be  inflicted  for  a  crima 
on  a  slave,  to  take  him  from  our  severity, 
and  send  him  to  the  comparatively  mild 
state  of  slavery  which  it  had  been  stated 
existed  in  the  Spanish  colonies. 

Mr.  Ommg  was  dciiroiuof  vafraiaiiif 
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from  tny  expression  of  his  opinion  on  this 
occasion^  from  a  cttise  that  was  generallv 
understood  ;  bat,  at  the  same  time,  he  felt 
it  to  be  of  so  much  importance  that  this 
onestion  should  be  set  at  rest  in  THnidad, 
Miat,  he  trusted,  he  shonld  be  excused  for 
snaking  a  few  obserrations.  When  the 
hon.  gentleman  said  that  the  inhabitants  of 
that  island  were  earnestly  desirous  of  the 
whole  of  the  British  constitution,  but  that 
they  would  be  content  with  a  part,  and 
would  also  willingly  relinquish  their  claim 
of  an  assembly,  provided  they  were  per- 
mitted to  have  a  council,  he  could  not  per- 
eeive  with  what  part  of  the  British  constitu- 
tion they  were  enamoured .  When  theyde- 
clared  their  wishes  for  a  council,  consist* 
ing  of  persons  nominated  and  removable 
by  the  crown,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
Iheir  only  object  was  to  prevent  the 
legislature  at  home  from  exercising  any 
contronl  over,  or  interference  with,  their 
proceedings/  This  was  evidently  the 
express  purpose  they  had  in  contem- 
plation, and  on  this  express  ground  it  was 
that  he  wonid  resist  the  application.  He 
wished  to  see  at  least  one  colony  depen- 
dant on  the  legislation  of  the  empire. 
In  support  of  the  application,  no  implied 
hope  or  engagement  could  be  adduced. 
It  seemed  to  have  been  the  original  de- 
sign and  purpose  of  the  British  govern- 
ment to  make  a  new  experiment  in  the 
island  of  Trinidad,  and  to  enquire,  pre- 
vious to  the  happy  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade,  into  the  practicability  of  pre- 
serving it  free  from  that  pollution,  in  order 
to  furnish  the  means  of  a  practical  exa- 
mination of  the  advantages  of  the  plan. 
The  colony  was  therefore  an  exception  to 
all  the  principles  on  which  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  other  islands  was  founded.  The 
hon.  gentleman  had  ingeniously  said,  will 
you,  when  you  have  admitted  every  other 
member  of  the  colonial  family  into  a  par- 
ticipation of  your  constitution,  reject  and 
banish  Trinidad  alone  ?  Is  Trinidad  alone 
to  be  treated  as  an  illegitimate  and  abor^ 
tive  offspring  ?  But  he  must  remark,  that 
Trinidad,  when  received  into  this  family, 
was  admitted  upon  a  clear  understanding, 
and  was  perfectly  apprised  of  the  condi- 
tions of  that  reception.  So  little  ac- 
quainted with  Spanish  laws  as  the  House 
appeared  to  be,  he  thought  it  would  be  a 
most  precipitate  conduct  if  they  were  at 
once  to  abrogate  them  in  a  society  like 
that  of  which  a  West  India  island  was 
composed.  There  was  one  law  in  that 
code  which  for  humanity  tovrard  the  shres, 
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and  feeling  for  their  security  at  well  as 
instmctton,  it  was  well  knovm  was  qoite 
unimttated  by  any  provisions  of  our  own 
colonial  legislatorea.  It  would  not  how« 
ever,  be  by  any  means  impossible  or  diffi* 
colt  to  appoint  a  committee  to  revise  tka 
Spanish  laws,  and  expunge  §och  partica» 
lars  as  might  seem  flagrantly  hrreconoilabla 
with  the  universal  principles  of  Bri* 
tish  legislation.  This  he  confessed  wae 
the  whole  extent  to  which  he  could  per* 
mit  himself  to  go.  Upon  the  fullest  eon* 
sideratidn  which  ho  hsKi  been  able  to  pay 
to  the  question,  he  felt  in  the  highest  do* 
gree  averse  to  add  Trinidad  to  the  number 
of  those  islands  where  the  introduction  of 
every  plan  fur  ameliorating  the  condition 
of  tne  slaves  was  uniformly  opposed. 

Mr.  Manning  said  a  few  words  m  wp* 
port  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  WUbetfirce  enforced  many  of  th# 
arguments  of  the  preceding  speakers,  and 
dwelt  strongly  on  the  advantaies  of  re* 
ligious  instruction  on  the  minds  of  tkm 
slave  popnlation  in  the  West  India  islanda. 
He  complained  of  the  assembly  of  Ja- 
maica, who,  he  stated,  interdicted  and  po* 
nished  the  Methodist  missionaries,  and 
concluded  by  praising  the  talents  and  ez« 
ertions  of  Mr.  Smith,  and  commending  th# 
9tB\  and  attention  of  ministers  to  tho 
aboliiion  of  the  slave  trade. 

Mr.  IV.  Smith  observed,  thait  Great  BrS* 
tain,  thooch  unwilling  to  deprive  borongha 
of  their  charters,  sometimes  found  it  ne* 
cessary  to  resoit  to  that  measure.  Why 
should  not  the  island  of  Nevis,  for  instance, 
not  be  deprived  of  its  charter  as  well  as  a 
borough  in  the  county  of  Sussex. 

Mr.  Marrynii,  in  reply,  defended  thf 
condoctof  West  Indian  juries.  In  the  island 
in  which  he  had  resided  ten  years,  he  had 
been  concerned  only  in  three  actions,  and 
two  of  those  actions  were  brought  by  him* 
self,  one  against  the  governor,  and  the  other 
against  the  chief  justice  of  the  island,  and 
to  the  honour  of  West  Indian  juries  ha 
had  obtained,  in  both  cases,  verdicts  in  hia 
favour.  At  present  in  Trinidad,  small 
causes  were  decided  speedily  enough ;  but 
of  ]  ,200  causes  of  importance  not  SO  had 
been  tried  by  judge  Smith.  The  sums  at 
issue  were  placed  ih  the  hands  of  a  de* 
pository,  and  could  never  be  got  out  agatiu 
Of  one  cause  in  particular  out  of  so  larga 
a  sum  at  200,000/.  not  %bove  4,O0OL  coind 
be  recovered. 

The  question  was  then  pat,  and  negittf^ 
ed  without  a  divbion. 
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Mr*  Brand  roae  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  negociation  which  was  car- 
ried  on  during  the  coarse  of  the  last 
fammer,  relative  lo  the  Exchange  of  Pri- 
loners  between  this  country  and  France. 
This  negotiation  was  unsuccessful;   but 
the  cause  was  never  explained  by  ministers 
to  the  country.    As  far  as  he  had  been 
mble  to  inform  himself,  however,  the  pro- 
posals of  this  country  were  just,  fair,  and 
nonourable.    The  French  had  circulated 
statements,  accusing  t]|i  British  Govern- 
ment of  insincerity;  and  when  the  cha- 
racter of  the  country  was  at  stake,  how- 
ever much  he  might  differ  on  some  points 
with  the  ministry,  no  man  could  be  more 
mnxious  than  himself  to  juitify  the  conduct 
of  the  country  compared  with  that  of  ex- 
ternal powers.    In  his  opinion  the  pro- 
posals of  France  were  as  unfair  as  the  pro- 
posals of  this  country  were  the  reverse. 
ke  was  willing  to  allow  that  the  British 
should  be  exchanged  against  the  French, 
and  that  the  supernumerary  French  should 
be  exchanged  for  the  Portueuese  and  Spa- 
niards as  far  as  they  would  go,  but  he 
could  not  see  the  fairness  of  three  French- 
men being  exchanged  for  one  Englishman 
ind  two  of  our  allies.    He  alluded  to  the 
calumnies  circulated  against  us  by  the 
French ;  but  the  injustice  of  the  French 
proposal  was  virtually  admitted   by  the 
French  themselves,  in  the  letter  of  the  22d 
of  Jafy,  when  it  is  only  justified  on  the 
principle  that  they  had  no  security  that 
even  the  French  and  English  should  first 
be  exchanged  against  one  another,  that 
we  could  continue  to  fulfil  an  engagement 
by  giving  up  the  remaining  French  for  our 
allies.    Findinff  this   ground  slip  under 
him,  the  French  negociator  complained  of 
the  ill-treatment  of  the   prisoners  here. 
He  had  inquired  into  this  subject,  and  of 
all  the  prisons,  Dartmoor  was  the  most  fa- 
vourable for  the  French  statement.    In 
thai  prison  the  number  of  prisoners  was 
Sfi'35,  the  number  in  the  hospital  was  82, 
end  the  deaths  in  4  months  amounted  in  all 
lo  2i.    Supposing  the  age  of  the  prisoners 
between  SO  and  40,  there  was  here  even  a 
•mailer  mortality,  than  according  to  the 
Stockholm   ubie   in    Dr.  Price's    work. 
This  ought  more  fully  tojbe  inquired  into. 
This  system  of  misrepresentation  had  been 
uniformly  practised  by  the  French  ;  they 
had  done  the  same  thing  in  1795;  but  by 
^  investi«ktion  of  a  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  no  doubt  was  left  of 
the  falsity  of  their  accusation.    He  ob- 
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Jected  to  the  principle  of  exchanging  gen- 
tlemen confined  In  France,  not  possessed 
of  military  rank,  a^inst  French  prisoners 
of  rank — this  was  unjust  while  one  of  the 
brave  defenders  of  our  country,  even  the 
meanest  cabin  ^boy,  should  remain  \% 
France.  He  thouKht  if^it  were  wished  ta 
conciliate  France,  Mr.  Mackenzie  was  not, 
perhaps,  the  proper  person  to  send,  as  hia 
former  dexterity  against  the  French  Go* 
vemment  might  have  rendered  him  ob- 
noxious to  the  autocrat  of  France.  He 
concluded  with  moving.  That  an  Address 
be  presented  to  the  Prince  Regent,  for 
Copies  or  Extracts  of  the  Correspondence 
which  passed  in  1810,  between  the  French 
and  English  governments  relative  to  the 
Exchange  of  Prisoners  of  War.  • 

Mr.  Yorke  seconded  the  Address.  He 
was  glad  of  that  opportunity  of  allowing 
the  English  government  to  justify  itself; 
but  he  would  not  until  the  papers  were  be- 
fore the  House,  enter  upon  the  subject.. 
He  thought  when  the  fate  of  the  unhappy 
men,  who  had  been  so  long  detained  from 
their  families,  was  considered,  and  that  we 
had  so  great  a  superiority  of  prisoners  over 
the  enemy,  however  unjust  the  principle 
might  be,  it  would  be  advisable  to  procure 
their  exchange ;  but  this  could  not  be  done 
till  all  our  military  were  previously  ex* 
changed.  The  objection  against  Mr. 
Mackenzie  had  never  been  started  by  the 
enemy,  who,  on  the  contrary  received  him 
well.  The  French  account  of  the  nego- 
ciation was  in  many  respects  garbled. 
The  number  of  French  prisoners  in  thia 
country  exceeded  5()>000;  the  number  of 
British  prisoners  in  France  exceeded 
10,000;  the  Portuguese  amounted  to  about 
12,000,  and  the  Spaniards  were  nearly 
equal  to  the  French  in  England. 

The  Motion  was  then  put  and  agreed  to. 
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Friday  t  June  14. 

Roman  Catholic  Petitions.]  Earl 
Grey  expressed  his  regret,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  illness  his  noble  friend  (the  earl 
of  Donoughmore)  was  rendered  unable  to 
attend  the  House,  to  bring  forward  hia 
motion  on  the  Roman  Catholic  Petitions. 
He  could  take  upon  him  to  assure  their 
lordships,  that  notning  but  the  ioebility  on 
the  part  of  his  noble  friend,  not  only  to 
make  any  exertion,  but  even  to  attend  the 
House,  would  have  prevented  him  frou^ 
bringing  forward  his  motion.  It  would  be 
desirable  at  this  late  period  of  the  session^ 
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to  appoint  ai  early  a  day  as  possible,  and 
therefore  he  moved  to  discharge  the  order 
for  summoning  their  lordships  for  this  day, 
and  to  renew  it  for  Tuesday,  having  every 
reason  to  believe  that  his  noble  friend 
would  on  that  day  be  able  to  attend. 

The  £arl  of  lAverpool  did  not  rise  to  op- 
pose  the  motion,  but  merely  to  express  a 
hope  that  the  discussion  would  not  be  de- 
ferred beyond  Tuesday,  if  it  was  meant  to 
bring  it  on  at  all  this  session,  although  he 
thought  it  might  be  postponed  till  the  next 
session  without  the  least  prejudice  to  the 
question.  He  also  wished  to  observe,  that 
the  Committee  on  the  Militia  Interchange 
Bill,  which  had  been  postponed  till  Mon- 
day, could  not  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session  be  longer  deferred,  without  great 
inconvenience. 

Earl  Orof  said,  there  was  every  reason 
to  believe  that  his  noble  friend  would  be 
able  to  attend  on  Tuesday,  and  would  in 
that  case  certainly  bring  on  the  question. 
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Friday  t  June  li. 

AdDRBSS  RBSPECTIN6  CaPTAIN  MaNBT's 

LiPB  Pbbsbrvbr.]  Mr.  Wilbeffprce,  pur« 
suant  to  notice,  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  captain  Manby's  invention  for 
preserving  seamen's  lives.  Captain  Manby 
had  already  received  a  public  reward  for 
it;  and  animated  by  this,  he  had  made 
various  improvements  in  it.  The  whole 
bad  been  tried  and  approved  by  a  Com« 
mittee  of  general  officers.  The  invention 
added  greatly  to  the  utility  of  Mr.  Greatr 
bead's  life  boat.  Upon  the  whole,  he 
thought  it  highly  desireable  that  the  ap- 
paratus should  be  established  on  different 
parts  of  the  coast.  The  arrangemenU  had 
better  be  left  to  the  executive  govern- 
ment, who,  he  hoped,  would  grant  re- 
wards to  those  who  exerted  themselves  in 
preserving  the  lives  of  seamen.  He  him- 
self had  in  vain  attempted  to  procure  a 
reward  for  some  persons  who  had,  at  the 
risk  of  their  lives,  preserved  several  from 
wreck,  and  these  very  men  afterwards  re- 
fused to  go  out  in  a  case  of  distress,  be- 
cause they  said  they  had  families  of  their 
own,  and  could  not  expose  their  lives  to 
immipent  hazard  without  the  conviction 
that,  in  case  of  the  worst,  their  families 
should  be  provided  for.  The  expence  of 
this  would  be  trifling  and  the  benefit 
would  be  great.  He  concluded  by  mov- 
ing, "  That  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  his  royal  highnea  the  Prince 
(VOL.  XX,) 


Regent,  that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  give  directions,  that  such  measures,  as 
may  appear  expedient  to  his  Majesty's 
government,  may  be  adopted  without 
delay  for  carrying  into  executien,  on  suit- 
able parts  of  the  sea  coast  of  Great  Britain^ 
captain  Manby's  Plans  for  saving  thft 
Lives  of  Shipwrecked  Mariners ;  and  that 
this  House  will  make  good  the  expenses 
attending  the  same." 

Mr.  iSosc  seconded  the  motion ;  remark- 
ing particularly  on  the  utility  of  the  in- 
vention, as  it  enabled  the  life-boat  to  reach 
vessels  in  distress  on  many  occasions  when 
otherwise  a  boat  could  not  possibly  b* 
launched. 

Mr.  Boitard,  although  he  highly  ap- 
proved of  the  invention,  yet  cautioned 
the  House,  after  the  experience  which 
they  bad  already  had  during  the  present 
session,  as  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Palmer* 
against  addresses  stating  their  disposition 
to  make  good  any  payments  of  money. 

Mr.  Wilberfcrce  observed,  that  the  ex« 
pences  in  the  present  instance  would  be 
very  small. 

Sir  7.  Dtrtm  said,  that  the  remark  of 
his  hon.  friend  related  not  to  the  amount* 
but  to  the  motion  iuelf.  There  was  this 
difference,  however,  between  the  case  to 
which  his  hon.. friend  alluded  and  that  at 
present  under  consideration,  namely,  thaS 
m  the  former  instance,  the  vote  of  th# 
House  was  against  the  opinion  of  minis- 
ters, but  that  in  the  latter  it  received  their 
sanction. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

DisTiLLBBiBs.]  The  House  went  into 
the  further  consideration  of  the  report  ot 
the  Spirits  Suspension  Duties  Bill. 

The  ChanceUor  qf  the  Exchequer  stated* 
that  it  was  his  intention  to  obviate  some 
of  the  objections  which  had  been  made 
to  the  Bill,  by  introducing  a  clause  on  the 
report,  putting  the  Irish  Distillers  on  the 
same  footing  in  exporting  as  the  English 
distillers,  and  containing  several  other 
amendments. 

Mr.  fV.  Smith  lamented  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  not  expressed  his 
intention  at  a  more  early  period,  as  the 
counsel  who  were  about  to  be '  called 
in  could  scarcely  be  expected  to  accom-* 
modate  the  argument  which  they  had  pre- 
pared, to  so  sudden  an  alteration.  Still* 
however,  he  bespoke  the  earnest  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  subject,  which  waa 
one  of  vital  importance  both  to  the  Briv 
tish  distiller  anirto  the  general  revenue* 
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Mr.  Dauncey  and  Mr.  Warren  were 
then  called  to  the  bar>  and  beard  at  consi- 
derable length ;  the  former  as  counsel  for 
the  English  distillers,  the  latter  as  conn- 
sel  for  the  Scotch  distillers. 

The  counsel  having  concluded  and  with- 
drawn, the  amendments  in  the  Report 
were  agreed  to. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer   then 
said,  that  he  had  some  clauses  to  propose 
which  he  presumed  to  think  would  meet 
the  whole  of  the  objections  to  the  Bill. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  the  great  danger  of 
frauds  being  committed  in  consequence  of 
the  intercourse,  must  arise  in  Ireland,  where 
a  duty  being  imposed  on  100  gallons  of 
spirits,   witfiout   regard   to    its  strength, 
those  100  gallons  might  be  converted  into 
ISO  gallons,  and  the  100  gallons  being 
exported  to  England,  the  SO  gallons  would 
become  a  clear  bonus  to  the  exporter. 
When  the  English  distillers,  however,  said 
that  they  would  go  on  without  any  regu- 
lation rather  than  have  the  Bill  now  before 
the  House,  that  he  was  aware,  could  only 
V  be  regarded  as  an  expression  of  anger, 
which  was  not  to  be  attended  to.    This 
was  a  diminished  evil,  and  it  roust  be 
better  to   have  it   than  an  aggravated 
weight.     He  must  say,  in  praise  of  the 
British  distillers,    that  greater  candour, 
greater  liberality,  or  a  greater  desire  to 
affbfd  information,  he  bad  never  found  in 
any  l)odv  of  men.    They,  surely,  how- 
€ver,  had  a  gT^t  interest  in  suspending,  as 
long  as  possible,  the  intercourse  between 
the  countries,  and  in  driving  parliament 
for  some  time  longer  to  continue  the  pro- 
.bibition.    Till  the  introduction  of  these 
danstt,  which  he  had  now  to  propose,  be 
agreed  the  Bill  was  open  to  objeclion,  as 
it  allowed  the  distiller  of  IreliuDd  to  ex- 
port spirits  without  payment  of  any  excise 
duty,  or  subject  to  any  drawback  except 
what  might  be  soppoaed  to  be  produced 
by  the  duty  on  malt.    This,  too,  it  was  to 
be  observed,  was  only  ao  experiment,  and 
if  it  ahoold  not  be  foood  to  answer,  it 
would  not  be  carried  farther,  the  duration 
of  the  present  Bill  being  only  for  such  a 
period  afWr  the  commencement  of  the 
next  session  of  parliament,  as  woold  allow 
time  for  reconsidering  the  measure.    To 
prevent    any   interference    between  the 
English,  Scotch,  and  Irish  distillers,  which 
might  lead  to  frauds  or  to  unjust  ad?an- 
tages  on  either  side,  he  should  propose 
that  no  spirits  be  exported  from  either  of 
*the  countries  but  through  warehooses  to 
be  established  in  each.    This  was  no  new 


machinery  which  he  wishe4  to  create. 
He  found  it  in  existence,  and  wished  to 
apply  it  to  the  particular  case  under  con- 
sideration. He  agreed  that  it  was  wrong 
that  the  trade  in  Ireland  should  go  on  for 
home  consumption,  and  for  warehousing 
for  exportation  at  the  same  time.  This, 
he  was  aware,  could  not  long  be  suffered. 
The  permit  he  should  propose  should 
specify  not  only  ihe  quantity,  but  the 
strength  of  the  spirit,  and  if  any  fraud 
aliould  be  committed  in  mixing  any  such 
spirits,  that  then  it  should  be  forfeited* 
He  then  moved  three  several  clauses,  de« 
daring,  first,  that  no  spirits  should  bo 
warehoused  in  Ireland  for  exportation, 
unless  where  the  strength  was  specified  ; 
second,  that  no  sph'its  should  be  delivered 
for  exportation,  unless  where  the  strength 
was  specified  :  and  thirdly,  that  distillera 
of  spirits  in  England  for  exportation  to 
Ireland,  do  distil  their  spirits  under  tha 
same  regulations  as  are  provided  by  tha 
acts  of  the  2ath  and  45th  of  the  King. 

The  two  first  clauses  were  brought  up 
and  agreed  to.  On  the  third  clause  being 
put, 

Mr.  W.  Smith  could  not  conceive  on 
what  principle  the  House  were  to  agree  to 
such  a  clause  as  the  present.  He  conld 
not  attribute  it  to  any  wish  on  the  part  of 
the  right  hon.  gent  to  encourage  injustice, 
but  must  lay  it  to  the  account  merely  of 
inadvertency.  The  right  hon.  gent  he 
had  no  doubt  had  adopted  it  as  a  shadow 
of  reciprocity  6f  rights  between  this  coun« 
try  and  Ireland,  founded  on  the  act  of  tha 
4>5th  of  the  king,  chap.  100.  He  wished 
the  House  only  to  attend  to  this  one  fact. 
The  Bill  in  question  was  to  expire  three 
months  afler  the  meeting  of  the  next  set* 
sion  of  parliament,  and,  by  the  way  in 
which  the  clanie  in  question  was  framed 
the  English  distiller  conld  not  avail  him* 
self  of  the  privilege  allowed  him  till  Octo- 
ber in  the  next  year  afWr  the  passing  of 
the  act,  and  by  which  time*  of  course,  the 
act  must  have  expired.  By~  what  name 
waa  he  to  call  thisf  Was  it  a  nullity? 
Was  it  an  insult?  Or  was  it  meraly  an 
inadterteocy  on  the  part  of  the  right  hon. 
I^ent.  ?  If  nt  did  not  agree  that  it  waa  an 
inadvertoncy,  then  could  it  be  nothing  but 
an  insult.  The  clear  import  of  the  clause 
was  this,  dther  that  the  party  intending 
to  avail  himself  of  the  benefit  of  the  clauie 
most  erect  new  warehouses  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  spirits  to  be  exported,  or  ha 
could  not  commence  warehousing  in  hit 
present  prenitea  for  twelTo  monlhi.    A 
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daoM  bad  been  propoied  to  the  right  hon. 
gent,  which  woald  have  removed  great 
f>art  of  the  objection,  namely,  to  prevent 
the  distillers  of  Ireland  from  working  for 
the  home  trade  of  Ireland,  while  tber 
worked  for  the  foreign  market,  which  it 
was  impossible  they  coold  do  fairly  at  the 
same  time.  In  this  way  it  would  have 
been  incambent  on  the  Irish  distiller,  if 
he  were  on  a  Tuesday  working  for  home 
consumption,  then  to  stop,  and  to  give  no- 
tice that  on  the  second  day  after  he  should 
commence  working  for  exportation.  This 
was  at  present  the  law  in  Scotland,  and 
why  not  so  in  Ireland,  where  frauds  were 
more  likely  to  be  committed  ?  That  the 
greatest  frauds  were  at  present  committed 
in  thedistilleries  of  Ireland,  appeared  from 
the  statement  of  the  Irish  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  himself.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  has  been  pleased  to  talk  highly  of 
the  candour  and  liberality  of  the  English 
distillers.  They  would  rather,  he  could 
assure  his  right  hon.  friend,  have  a  little 
solid  podding  than  so  much  empty  praise. 
The  clause  proposed  was  an  absolute 
nullity,  as  far  as  concerned  the  Bill. 

The  Chmietlhr  qf  the  Exduquer  said,  if 
the  meaning  of  the  clause  was  as  it  had 
appeared  to  his  hon.  friend,  the  claasejwas 
defectively  worded.  He  surely  meant 
that  the  same  premises  used  by  a  distil ler 
at  the  time  of  paseing  the  act,  might  be 
used  for  the  purposes  of  this  clause.  He 
believed  the  measure  would  be  found  more 
advantageous  for  all  parties  than  when 
there  was  no  intercourse.    Could  it  be  ez- 

S acted,  then,  that  Ireland  would  give  up  her 
ome  market  for  the  chance oC exporting? 
And  if  the  House  had  no  absolute  right  to 
prevent  thi9,  wooM  not  the  introduction 
of  such  a  clause  be  an  indirect  mode  of 
preventing  that  which  openly  and  directly 
thev  had  bo  right  to  prevent? 

Mr.  P,  Moofe  alluded  to  the  boons  which 
had  lately  been  conferred  on  Scotland,  in 
grants  for  her  roads,  bridges,  and  canals ; 
and  to  the  grants  to  our  colonies  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  &c. ;  and  argued,  that  as 
the  distillery  wsm  the  only  branch  in 
which  it  was  alledged  that  Ireland  had  at 
all  been  favoured  at  the  Union,  it  would 
be  nnjnst  and  ungenerous  totally  to  deprive 
her  of  that  the  only  boon  she  had  received. 
Mr.  MarryoM  contended  that  the  Union 
was  founded  on  principles  of  reciprocity, 
and  that  whatever  was  .unprovided  for 
in  this  rexpect,  ought  to  be  done  away 
with.  What  was  this  measure,  but  that 
the  Irish  diatiUen  should  pay  no  dotiea  and  I 
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no  drawbacks  }  The  right  hon.  gent,  had 
aaid,  that  he  would  not  recommend  this  asn 
permanent  measure.  He  would  ask,  how* 
ever,  why  it  ought  not  to  be  kept  as  perfect* 
as  if  it  were  a  permanent  measure  ?  Two 
years  ago  the  right  boo.  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  for  Ireland  had  tested  to  a 
great  increase  in  the  revenue  from  the 
consumption  of  spirits ;  but  in  this  he  had 
ihiled.  Then  the  doty  was  again  lowered* 
that  the  consumption  might  be  increased. 
What  the  country  had  gained,  however* 
in  revenue,  she  had  lost  in  morals,  as  the 
hospitals  of  Dublin  could  tell.  Morale 
ancf  industry  were  the  strength  and  riches 
of  the  country ;  and,  as  going  to  under* 
mine  both,  the  present  seemed  to  him  one 
of  the  worst  measures  that  could  be  adopt* 
ed.  Rather  than  agree  to  such  a  Bill  he 
would  have  the  intercoaive  suspended  tiU 
next  session. 

The  clause  was  then  put  and  agreed  Uh 
and  ordered  to  stand  part  of  the  Bill.  On 
the  question  that  the  Bill  be  engroased» 

Mr.  W.  Smith  again  protested  against 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  and  also  against 
iu  details.  He  did  not  wish  to  rsquim 
that  the  Irish  distiller  shonld  have  two 
places  for  carrying  on  his  bastness,  but 
onlr  that  he  should  gife  two  days  notice 
before  proceeding  to  convert  his  operations 
from  oistilling  for  home  consumption  to 
distillation  for  exportation,  and  that  in  the 
mean  rime  his  work  shoold  be  suspended. 
What  he  complained  of  was  that  every 
thing  in  those  regulatioils  was  given  to 
Ireland.  Gentlemen  said  that  suspending 
the  intercourse  was  infringing  the  Union* 
Would  they  say,  howerer,  that  the  impos«> 
mg  of  drawbacks  dkl  not  infringe  the 
Union  ?  If  this  was  not  so,  then  waa  his 
arffument  gone.  If  it  was,  then  was  there 
a  fallacy  in  saying  that  he  was  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  the  Union  who  recommended 
that  ont  of  which  a  solid  and  substantial 
benefit  arose,  and  that  he  was  not  guilty  of 
such  breach  who  was  for  giving  an  umair 
and  undue  advantage.  The  right  hon. 
gent.  Said  that  the  distillers  in  Scotland 
would  be  able  lo  avail  themselves  of  the 
privilege  'of  warehousing  which  h^  pro* 
posed.  There  were  only  two  persons  in 
Scotland,  however,  who  would  be  able  to 
do  so ;  and  for  that  reciprooity  all  Ireland 
was  to  be  enabled  to  send  spirits  int6  Eng- 
land. He  had  heard  of  Irish  reciprocity  ; 
if  ihis  was  not  it,  he  could  not  conceive  in 
what  it  consisted.  The  English  distiUers 
had  gone  on,  trusting  to  the  assurances  of 
the  right  lion,  genu  that  things  should  con- 
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tiiuie  as  formerly,  and  one  of  those  ander- 
Btood  agreements  was,  that  the  non -inter* 
course  with  Ireland  should  continue  for « 
three  months  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
iession  of  Parliament.  The  question  was, 
whether  parties  who  complained  were  not 
the  hest  judges  of  the  grievances  they 
suffered  ?  They  said  to  the  right  hon.  gent. 
''If  we.  cannot  have  things  as  we  wish 
them  to  be.  let  them  stand  as  they  are. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  said,  "  No ;  you  must 
have  what  we  are  willing  to  give  you.'' 
This  was  uo(  what  tite  English  distillers 
had  a  right  to  expect  from  him.  The 
rights  of  the  country  were  thus  sacrificed ; 
and  if  the  corn  distillery  of  England  was 
to  be  stripped  for  the  convenience  of  Ire- 
land, then  had  the'landed  interest  of  Eng- 
land more  reason  to  complain  than  they 
%vould  have  had  in  the  case  of  the  dislilla* 
tion  from  sugar.  In  the  one  only  a  fair 
advantage  was  given  to  the  importers  of 
sugar  ;  in  the  other,  an  unfair  advantage 
y^Zi  given  to  the  corn  grower  of  Ireland. 
AH  that  the  English  distillers  asked  was, 
that  in  the  article  of  notice  previous  to  pro- 
ceeding to  the  distilling  for  exportation, 
the  three  countries  should  be  put  on  a 
footing.  The  right  hon.  gent.,  on  the 
other  hand,  dia  not  make  this  reciprocal, 
but  imposed  oln  Ireland  only  as  much  of 
the  burden  as  he  thought  proper.  What 
the  English  distillers  here  demanded  was 
only  suspension  of  intercourse,  or  justice, 
BO  more. 

'  Mr.  Hutchinson  argued  in  support  of  the 
Bill.  The  countervailing  duties  imposed 
by  the  act  of  the  Union,  were  equal  to  the 
internal  duties  on  the  imports  of  spirits  from 
Great  Britain  into  Ireland,  and  from  Ire- 
land into  Great  Britain— ^imposing,  how- 
ever, a  drawback,  on  the  export  equal  to 
the  countervailing  duty.  At  the  Union, 
the  countervailing  duty  in  Ireland  was 
fixed  at  3s.  7d.  per  quarter — the  drawback 
IV as,  of  course,  the  same.  By  the  48th  of 
the  king,  the  duty  was  raised  to  5s.  8d. 
and  the  countervailing  duty  was  declared 
to  be  also  5s.  Sd.  The  50th  of  the  king 
repealed  the  iStb,  and  lowered  the  duty 
to  3f«  4d.  without  imposing  any  counter- 
vailing duty.  The  intercourse  yeing  now 
opcn»  the  drawback  was  3s.  Td.  and  of 
course  excessive,  the  duty  being  only 
Ss.  4^.  A  countervailing  duty  of  3s.  4^. 
Vfas  then  introduced.  But  this  drawback, 
thus  reduced  to  3s.  4<i,  the  British  distiller 
contended  to  be  still  excessive,  and  de- 
maoded  a  suspension  of  the  spirit  trade 
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deprive  the  Jrish  distiller  ef  his  undoubted 
right  of  coming  into  the  British  market, 
upon  his  paying  the  countervail  in  gMuty 
as  existing  in  Great  Britain ;  and  this  too, 
while  the  British  distiller  affected  to  com* 
plain  of  his  being  shut  out  of  a  market,  not 
only  open  to  him  on  fair  terms,  but  which 
he  bad  never  been  disposed  to  resort  to. 
The  Irish  distiller  had,  indeed,  a  strong 
ground  of  complaint  against  the  Scots  dis- 
tiller, who  went  into  the  Irish  market, 
receiving  as  a  drawback  the  British  and 
not  the  Scots  duty,  two  shillings  more 
than  he  paid,  while  the  Irish  spirits  came 
into  the  Scots  market  paying  the  British 
instead  of  the  Scots  duty.  When  in  1804, 
the  British  distiller  complained  of  certain 
internal  advantages  under  which  the  Irish 
distiller  came  into  the  British  market,  the 
Irish  distiller  was  quickly  dispossessed  of 
what  it  was  scarce  worth  the  trouble 
to  deprive  him,  by  the  warehousing  Bill. 
This  alarm  attempted  to  be  excited  against 
the  Irish  distiller  was  quite  in  conformity 
with  the  old  spirit  of  monopoly  which  had 
so  strongly  characterised  Great  Britain  in 
her  commercial  dealings  with  all  the  world, 
to  which  Ireland  had  been  for  centuries 
exposed,  and  under  which  she  had  suf* 
fered  the  most  cruel  persecution.  The 
smallest  extension  of  trade  was  at  all  periods 
with  the  utmost  difficulty,  and  after  the 
severest  struggles,  obtained  for  Ireland. 
Her  internal  manufactures  were  studiously 
discouraged,  a  direct  trade  to  any  of  the 
colonies  or  the  rest  of  the  world  inter- 
dicted under  the  heaviest  penalties.  It  was 
about  1 13  years  since  king  William  de- 
clared to  the  English  House  of  Commons 
"  I  shall  do  all  that  lies  in  me  to  discou- 
rage the  woollen  manufacturesof  Ireland." 
Nay,  so  late  as  1778  the  table  of  the  House 
of  Commons  was  covered  with  petitions 
against  a  miserabe  indulgence  to  Ireland 
of  a  direct  trade  in  glass  and  hardware 
with  the  coast  of  Africa;  and  at  this 
period,  the  cities  of  Glasgow,  Liverpool 
and  Manchester  carried  their  magnanimity 
and  patriotism  to  such  a  length,  as  even  to 
threaten  rebellion  shouidiheke  imlul^encea 
be  allowed  to  Ireland.  Even  i'  'W  Great 
Britain  would  thankfully  receiv*^  m  her 
necessity  the  raw  material,  the  ( '•ru  from 
Ireland — while  she  would  illiberj  «y  atr 
tempt  to  exclude  spirit,  the  manufacture 
from  that  raw  material !  A  free  trade^ 
upon  no  duties,  or  equal  duties,  was  the 
principle  of  the  Union.  This  principle 
bad  been  effected  with  a  vengeance  a« 
^gaioit  Irelaud  i   but  when  she  reijuire4 
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tke  Mine  principle  to  be  acted  upon  as 
ftgaioftt  Scotland,  her  trade  was  interdicted, 
and  Qie  Union  violated.  Admtttingj  how- 
•ver«  thai  tlie  Irish  distiller  did  reap  some 
advantages  Irom  the  spirit  trade  of  Ireland 
with  this  country «  was  he  therefore  to  be 
deprived  of  the  trade  itself?  If  so,  would 
they  restore  lo  bis  country  all  thai  she  had 
lost  by  the  degrading  and  abominable 
measure  of  Union?  [Here  the  hon.  gent 
was  interrupted  by  cries  of— Order,  order! 
Chair,  chair  1) 

The  Sptakcr,  The  hon.  member  will  do 
well  10  recoilect,  that  such  is  not  the  Ian- 
goage  which  it  becomes  this  House  to 
bear,  or  him  to  use,  in  speaking  of  a  grave 
and  solemn  act  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Huichinaon,  Sir,  I  trust  I  am  inca- 
pable of  using  language  unworthy  this 
place  or  myself.  In  saying  what  1  have 
saiJ,  I  have  obeyed  the  dictate  of  feelings 
of  which  1  am  not  ashamed;  and  while  I 
know  them  to  be  just,  I  know  not  why  I 
am  to  sufier  the  expression  of  them  to  be 
dicuted  to  me.  (Here  the  cries  of — 
Order,  order !  Chair,  chair !  became 
louder  and  more  general.] 

The  Speaker,  The  hon.  member  will 
be  pleased  to  see  the  necessity  of  conform- 
ing to  the  usages  of  this  House,  in  the 
expression  of  his  opinions. 

Air.  Hutchinson,  To  conform  to  the 
osaget  of  this  House  I  am  in  eyery  way 
disposed  ;  but  my  first  right  as  a  member 
of  il  is,  what  I  shall  never  willingly  re- 
•ign — (Order,  order  !) — If  privilege  of 
speech  be  not  the  right  of  every  member 
of  this  House,  1  know  not  what  is— I  have 
always  thought  it  tu  be  the  right  of  every 
member  of  this  House,  what  he  feels  ho* 
nesUy,  to  declare  boldly->my  feelings 
with  respect  to  that  measure  of  Union, 
bave  been  strong  and  uniform.  When  it 
was  first  proposed,  I  foresaw  in  it  danger 
lo  this  country,  in  the  danger,  the  degra- 
dation, and  the  ruin  of  my  own— aild  as  a 
common  friend  to  both,  I  resisted  it  by 
every  means  within  my  power;  and  am 
I  now  to  be  denied  the  melancholy  privi- 
lege of  deploring  the  humiliating  state  to 
which  that  measure  has  reduced  my  coun- 
try,  by  making  her  a  party  in  eifecting 
ber  national  extinction  ?  Am  I  to  be  de- 
nied the  right  of  complaining  that  she  has 
been  tricked  out  of  her  independence  by 
promises  which  have  been  all  violated, 
and  hope*  which  have  been  all  blasted  ? 
If,  bowrver.  after  all  this  it  be  the  secret 
determinauou  to  rob  her  gradually  of  the 
?iry  few  adTaotages,  and  those  too  of  par- 
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tia)  operation,  to  which  under  even  such 
an  act  she  may  be  entitled,  why  then  let 
but  gentlemen  avow  this,  and  let,  the 
Union  be  dissolved. 

The  House  then  divided : 

Ayes.\... 60 

Noes 19 

Majority ^47 

French  Pkisoners  of  War.]  An  Ac- 
count of  the  number  of  French  Prisoners 
of  War  in  England  being  presented  to  the 
House, 

Mr.  Rose  took  occasion  to  observe,  that 
it  would  appear  from  the^e  documents 
that  the  total  number  of  French  Prisoners 
remaining  in  England  amounted  to  43,939, 
and  that  the  returns  of  the  sick  were  321. 
The  number  on  parole  were  2,710,  and  the 
sick  Idi.  This  statement  he  conceived 
would  be  a  suHTicient  answer  to  the  impu- 
tations of  negligence  upon  the  part  of  this 
government  which  had  been  thrown  out 
by  a  nohle  lord. 

Lord  Cochrane  rose  and  said  :  Sir  ;  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  is  perfectly  regular 
to  make  any  observations  on  the  pruduc* 
tion  of  these  papers ;  but  reproached  as 
I  am  at  this  moment  by  the  pointed  ad* 
dress  of  the  right  hon.  gent.,  and  goaded 
as  I  bave  been  by  his  repeated  assertions, 
that  I  am  unable  to  prove  facts  which  I 
have  stated  to  ttiis  House,  it  is  incumbent 
upon  me  to  justify  my  conduct,  in  having 
given  notice  of  a  motion  relative  to  the 
prison  in  Dartmoor,  but  in  which  I  did 
not  persevere,  for  reasons  very  different 
from  those  assigned  by  the  right  hon. 
gent.,  namely,  "  an  inability  to  prove 
facts."  S;r,  if  facilities  are  afforded  to 
investigate  truth,  thit  right  hon.  gent,  will 
find,  that  neither  wiihtn  or  out  of  this 
House  have  I  ever  asserted  that  which  I 
am  unable  to  establish.  The  time  that 
has  elapsed  will  sufficiently  evidence  my 
reluctance  to  bring  this  matter  to  (he 
knowledge  of  the  public,  fearing  that  a 
disclosure  might  add  to  the  misfortunes  of 
our  countrymen  in  France.  However,  the 
defence  of  my  character  now  compels  me 
to  say  a  few^  words  in  relation  to  it,  and 
the  right  hon.  gent,  and  his  colleagues 
have  themselves  alone  to  blame. 

Having  received  many  letters,  slating 
the  condition  of  the  Prisoners  of  War  at 
Dart- moor  to  be  truly  deplorable,  I  deter- 
mined to  investigate  the  subject ;  and  hav* 
ing  had  occasion  to  go  to  Exeter,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  Launceston,  and  other  depots, 
whence  I  obtained  the  intelligence,  and 
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being  satisfied  that  the  complaints  had 
some  foandation,  I  went  to  Dart-moor^  not 
doubting  but  that  every  facility  would 
have  been  afforded  to  disprove  the  com- 
plaints, and  invalidate  the  heavy  charges 
made ;  but*  to  my  great  astonishment,  I 
was  refused  admittance,  even  in  my  ca- 
pacity as  a  member  of  Parliament.  [A 
great  laugh.]  Yes !  I  say  in  my  capacity 
as  a  member  of  Parliament !  which,  what- 
ever respect  or  consideration  it  merits  in 
the  opinion  of  the  hon.  gentlemen  who  in- 
dulge themselves  in  laughing,  it  ought  to 
Entitle  the  members  of  this  House  to  ad- 
mission there,  or  into  any  prison  in  the 
kingdom. 

Having  contributed  to  place  many  in- 
dividuals into  this  depot,  I  applied  also  for 
permission  to  see  the  interior,  as  a  cap- 
tain of  the  navy,  but  I  was  refused  leave, 
except  to  look  through  a  grating  into  the 
outer  court-yard.  This  caution,  I  con- 
fess, produced  a  conviction  in  my  mind 
thit  there  existed  some  hidden  motive  for 
unusual  secrecy.  I  asked  for  the  autho- 
rity which  prevented  my  informing  my- 
self of  the  state  of  the  prisoners,  and  I 
was  shewn  an  Order  from  the  Transport- 
board,  which  increased  my  desire  the 
more,  as  I  found  the  climate  of  the  prison 
accurately  and  faithfully  described  in  the 
complaints  which  had  been  made  to  me« 
It  is  exposed  on  the  summit  of  the  highest 
and  most  bleak  range  of  mountains  in 
Devonshire,  where  the  winter  winds  pierce 
with  all  the  keenness  possible,  increased 
by  constant  fogs  and  sleet,  and  rain ;  it 
is  situated  in  the  midst  of  a  barren  moor, 
9n  which  no  vegetable  grows.  I  was  told 
that  the  prison  wall  had  only  been  seen 
nine  times  from  the  Agent's  house  during 
the  whole  winter,  although  it  is  as  near 
to  it  as  from  your  chair.  Sir,  to  that  door, 
and  in  such  a  state  of  obscurity  was  Dart- 
moor invoUed,  by  fog  and  rain,  that  when 
.  I  was  there  I  had  a  guide  each  time  to 
conduct  me. 

Anxious  to  learn  the  reason  for  building 
m  depot  in  so  barren,  elevated  and  extra- 
ordinary a  situation,  I  inquired  the  cause 
of  various  persons,  and  I  was  uniformly 
answered,  that  it  was  with  a  view  to  attract 
inhabitants  to  the  Moor.  A  Moor,  Sir, 
on  which  English  men  since  the  creation 
never-  lived.  A  Moor  on  which  Scotch- 
men reftised  to  live.  Saunders  invited  to 
take  possession  of  it,  some  years  aso, 
naturally  inquired  why  English  folk  did 
not  live  there  ?  And  judging  the  answer, 
that  it  was  high  land,  to  b«  unsatisfiictory, 
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he  asked  if  broom,  whins,  heath,  briers,  or 
thistles  grew  on  the  highly  recommended 
spot?  And  being  answered  in  the  ne- 
^a(tive  he  said  **  keep  it  to  yoorsel'  man, 
it  wonna  do  for  me  at  a'."— I  was  certain. 
Sir,  that  attracting  inhabitants  to  this 
desert  could  not  be  the  real  motive.  So, 
unable  to  get  satisfactory  answers  at  Dart- 
moor, I  proceeded  to  Plymouth,  where  I 
obtained  a  plan  of  the  Prison,  folly  cor- 
roborating one  complaint,  that  the,  health 
of  the  prisoners  had  suffered  by  exposure 
to  heavy  rains,>vhil8t  standing  in  an  open 
space  for  several  hours,  receiving  provi* 
sions  issued  at  a  single  door ;  the  cooking 
room  beinfc  several  hundred  feet  distant 
from  the  Prisons,  which  then  contained 
six  thousand  prisoners,  divided  into  messes 
of  six  ;  consequently  one  thousand  were 
soaked  through  in  the  morning  attending 
for  their  breakfast,  and  one  thoosand 
more  at  dinner.  Thus  a  third  were  con- 
stantly wet,  many,  without  a  shifk  of 
clothes.  I  was  told,  however,  that  they 
gambled  or  sold  them. 

This  being  the  state  of  things,  I  felt  it 
a  duty  to  proceed  farther,  and  investigate, 
as  well  with  a  view  to  relieve  those  who 
had  conveyed  their  complaints  to  me,  as 
for,  the  sake  of  our  prisoners  in  Prance, 
and  the  honour  of  our  country.  At  Ply- 
mouth I  saw  a  return  of  sick  and  of  deaths 
«i^l  concluded  that  the  fever  arose  from 
the  cause  which  I  have  assigned,  wet 
clothes  in  close  prisons.  Whether  the 
return  was  made  up  daily  or  weekly,  I 
do  not  remember — I  cannot  charge  my 
memory  at  this  distance  of  time.  I  think 
the  number  of  deaths  were  49  [A  great 
laugh.]  Sir.  my  want  of  recollection  can- 
not alter  facts,  which  are  or  ought  to  be 
on  record,  and  perhaps  are  contained  in 
the  very  paper  now  presented  by  the 
right  hon.  gent,  if  that  paper  is  correct. 

Here  give  me  leave  to  observe,  that  the 
transport  board,  sick  and  hurt  board,  and 
the  superiniendance  of  prisoners  of  war, 
are  all  preposterously  ana  absurdly  united, 
by  which  means  material  duties  are  con- 
fided to  and  conducted  by  clerks;  this  is 
one  of  our  new  savings.  The  country, 
however,  would  have  no  reason  to  regret 
the  expence  of  a  few  thousands  a  year,  to 
responsible  persons,  in  order  that  those 
distinct  duties  might  be  properly  execnted. 
Is  it  rational  that  letters  written  about  ttie 
hire  of  transports,  should  be  referred  to 
medical  men-^or  the  allowance  of  medi- 
cines depend  on  the  judgments  of  those 
wiiDse  babiti  enable  them  to  ptrform  the 
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office  of  fthip  brokers }  If  this  »  not  the 
case*  why  unite  them  ?  I  remember  once  ^ 
getting  an  answer  from  this  board,  that  i 
although  our  medicines  were  expended,  I 
we  could  get  no  more  until  the  twelve* 
month  expired.  { 

But,  Sir«  to  return  to  the  subject.  On  1 
my  second  ▼isti  to  Dart-moor,  being  again' 
refttsed  admittance,  I  began  to  explore 
the  exterior,  in  the  prosecution  of  which 
it  occurred  to  me,  that  the  manure  of  the 
prison,  in  a  situation  so  distant  from  any 
town,  might  be  an  object  to  some  one. 
On  inquiry  what  became  of  it?  the 
answer  was.  It  was  carried  away  by  a 
common  sewer.  I  asked,  if  it  ran  streight 
dowii  the  hiJl  from  the  prison  ?  And  bemg 
answered  in  the  negative,  I  thought  it 
might  lead  to  a  discovery,  if  I  followed 
the  stercoraceous  duct,  which  I  found 
led  diagonally  nearly  on  a  water  level, 
meandering  along  the  sides  of  the  hills. 
Mark,  Sir,  I  do  not  ascril>e  any  motives, 
but  it  is  m  strange  coincidence  of  facts, 
that  this  prison  should,  by  accident,  have 
been  placed  on  the  only  spot  in  Devon, 
whence  the  stercoraceous  matter  of  the 
depot  could,  by  the  power  of  gravity 
alone,  descend  on  a  neighbouring  and 
elevated  estate  belonging  to  the  Secretary 
of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent 
(Mr.  Tyrwhitt).  It  is  a  very  extraordinary 
circumstance,  and  one.  Sir,  if  it  bad  hap- 
pened in  the  island  of  Walcheren,  to  an 
estate  of  the  Secretary  of  Loois  Napoleon, 
we  should  have  been  surprized  at. 

The  prison  of  Darl-moor  stands  in  the 
most  inclement  part  of  all  England  (a 
laugh.]  Yes  ;  in  the  most  inclement  part, 
I  speak  not  of  the  feelings  of  eonsumptive 
individuals  protected  by  good  houses,  and 
comfortable  warm  cloathing.  Bot  I  speak 
of  men  ill  cloathed,  exposed  as  the  French 
prisoners  were,  on  the  top  of  the  highest 
nonntain  in  Devonshire,  involved  in  per* 
petoal  rains  and  eternal  fog.  Thst  the 
prison  was  not  built  there  on  a  principle  of 
economy,  may  be  seen,  by  inspecting  the 
contracts  for  provisions,  coals  and  neces- 
series^  furnished  at  Dart*moor  and  at  Ply- 
mouth, I  think  1  calculated  the  di&rence 
at  more  than  seven  thousand  poundt  a 
year,  on  the  provisions  akme.  It  may  be 
¥ery  proper,  that  prisoners  should  not  be 
collected  in  great  numbers  at  Plymouth, 
bot  I  assert,  without  fear  of  disinterested 
contradiction,  and  withonl  the  pessibility 
of  the  fact  being  disproved,  that  Dart- 
moor depot  ought  not  to  have  been  placed 
on  the  top  of  (dhe  highest  and  most  barren 


range  of  mountains  in  Devonshire,  whero 
it  is  involved  in  constant  fog,  and  deluged 
with  perpetual  rain. 

if  the  right  hon.  gent,  thinks  proper  it 
£o  more  at  large  into  this  subject  at  a 
future  ^icriod,  and  to  add  to  the  papers 
which  he  has  just  placed  on  the  table  the 
Reports  of  medical  men  and  others,  re* 
lative  to  tbe  state  of  the  prison  at  the  * 
period  alluded  to,  and  the  situation  in 
which  it  is  built,  I  am  prepared  to  meet 
him  even  upon  that  point,  which  he  haa 
imprudently  pitched  upon  as  a  feature  of 
fhy  inconsistency ;  although  it  will  be  ia 
the  recollection  of  the  House,  that  the 
notice  I  gave  was  solely,  that  I  should 
move  for  papers. 

I  may  add  to  my  other  reatons  for  re- 
linquishing my  intention,  that  I  received 
assurances  that  the  situation  of  the  pri- 
soners would  be  immediately  attended  to. 
I  shall  abstain  from  remarking  on  the 
manner  in  which  the  rjght  hon.  gent,  haa 
taken  me  by  suprise,  and  wrested  from 
me  these  facts  in  my  own  defence.  Had 
I  brought  this  matter  forward  voluntarily^ 
I  do  assure  the  House  that  it  was  my  in** 
tention  to  have  cleared  the  Gallery,  to  pre- 
vent publicity. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  observed^ 
that  by  the  noble  lord's  own  statement* 
the  circumstances  of  the  prison  were  aW 
tered.  There  had  been  a  mortality  among 
the  prisoners  in  the  spring  of  1810,  from 
the  arrival  of  some  French  from  the  Wesi 
Indies,  in  a  very  dirty  state*  Those  men 
brought  fever  into  the  prison,  bot  it  waa 
soon  got  under.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  then  succinctly  answered  tho 
other  statements,  and  concluded  by  ea> 
pressing  his  surprise  that  if  the  noble  lord 
had  known  of  all  those  charges,  he  had 
never  brooght  them  forward  befove.  The 
prisoners  were  at  this  moment  in  a  state  of 
comfort  unequalled  in  any  military  prison^ 
and  in  a  state  of  health  which  was  not  ex- 
ceeded by  that  of  the  bealthiesi  distriot  of 
England. 

Mr.  Wkkkrtad  felt  bimsell  obliged  fa 
make  some  observations  on  what  bad 
fallen  from  the  noble  lord.  He  liad  taken 
the  pains  of  making  many  eoqoiriet  into 
the  state  of  the  prisoners,  and  he  must 
aay,  that  all  his  enquiries  were  »titfiMto- 
riiy  answered.  There  had  been  a  finer  in 
the  prison,  from  infeotion ;  that  was  got 
over.  As  to  the  assertions,  that  there  waa 
a  difficulty  of  corresponding  with  thn 
Transport  Board*  he  had  happened  to 
have  a  good  deal  of  correspondeooo  irilb 
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the  Board  on  the  subject  of  those  very 
French  prisoners,  and  he  would  say,  that 
he  was  surprised,  not  merely  at  the 
quickness  of  their  returnrng  an  answer, 
but  at  the  minute  information  which  they 
gsve  of  every  prisoner.  He  had  observed, 
in  one  of  his  visiis,  that  there  was  a  want 
of  clothing  among  the  prisoners*  but  the 
reply  was  nearly  satkifactory.  Some  of 
those  prisoners  possihiy  had  reason  to 
complain,  that  enough  clothes  had  not 
been  furnished  to  them  lately  ;  but  of 
others,  it  was  known,  that  if  they  had 
three  rags,  they  would  gamble  away  two 
of  them.  The  situation  of  the  prisoners 
at  Dartmoor  seemed  as  comfortable  as  the 
situation  of  a  prisoner  could  be. 

Mr.  Rose  said  the  malignant  fever  was 
in  January,  and  that  in  April,  out  of  3,000 
prisoners,  there  were  but  60  sick. 

Mr.  Oripps  said  that  to  his  certain  know- 
ledge the  water  at  Dartmoor  was  excel- 
lent. 

Mr.  Stephen  reprobated  tbe  injndicioas 
and  careless  spirit  in  which  many  of  the  ob- 
servations on  the  subject  had  been  hazard- 
ed by  the  noble  lord. 

The  Papers  were  then  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

L^teden's  Divorce  Bill.]  On  the 
third  reading  of  Loveden's  Divorce  Bill. 

Mr.  Loekharti  after  a  few  observations 
en  tbe  legal  nature  of  divorce,  moved  that 
tome  provision  for  Mrs.  Loveden  might 
be  allotted  ouWof  her  own  portion.  He 
conceived  th^he  should  not  exceed  mo- 
derate bounds,  by  naming  300/.  a  year. 
(A  cry  from  all  parts  of  tbe  House  of 
— ^Name  4O0/.) 

Mr.  ijtiddif  stated,  that  be  had  learned 
from  the  counsel  in  this  case  that  Mr. 
Lovedea  objected  to  her  having  any  an- 
nuity, as  she  had  a  jointure  of  800/  a  year, 
•which  she  might  sell.     (A  cry  of  no,  no.) 

Sir  J.  Graham  thought  400/.  a  year  ex- 
tremely moderate,  when  it  was  consi- 
dered that  the  party  was  a  young  woman. 
■If  no  pi-ovision  were  given,  it  would  be 
an  inducement  for  old  honourable  mem- 
bers of  that  House  to  marry  young  wives. 
(A  langh,  and  Order) 
'  Mr.  fFt/son  hoped  for  the  credit  of  the 
House,  that  they  would  not,  with  their 
•yes  open,  drive  a  young  and  very  unfor- 
tunate woman  into  courses,  if  possible 
more  vicious  than  those  which  had  ruined 
her  character  already. 

Mr.  W.  S/nith,  in  allusion  to  sir  J.  Gra- 
ban's  cxpreisioDs,  wished  it  not  to  be  an- 
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derstood  as  the  idea  of  that  House,  that  a 
young  woman  lAarried  to  an  older  maa 
was  not  as  much  bound  to  give  him  her 
whole  attachment,  as  if  their  ages  were 
equal.  It  was  lord  Thurlow's  opiniorr, 
that  a  wife's  bringing  a  large  fortunej 
was  no  reason  that  an  adultress  should  de- 
mand back  a  large  provision.  Two  huir- 
dred  pounds  would  probably  have  been 
the  portion^al lotted  by  lord  Thurlow. 

Mr.  Whitbrcad  said,  if  200/.  was  enough 
in  lord  Thurlow's  time,  400/.  was  not  more 
than  enough  now. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  coiice\ved 
the  question  an  extremely  serious  one. 
He  wished  to  have  time  to  consider  it. 
It  was  only  mercy  to  the  sex, "to  avoid 
making  the  road  easy  and  profitable  to  a 
crime,  most  injurious  to  society,  and 
ruinous  to  the  character  of  females.  He 
did  not  know  yet,  whether  the  House 
ought  to  sanction  the  giving  so  large  a 
share  of  the  interest  of  her  portion  to  thra 
unfortunate  woman.  It  might  be,  too, 
that  passing  a  clause  to  that  effect  might 
be  introducing  a  precedent  and  interfering 
with  proceedings  already  instituted  by 
the  other  House.  He  wished  to  hear  the 
opinions  of  legal  men  on  that  point. 

Mr.  Simeon  said,  that  he  had  known  an 
instance  of  a  clause  of  the  nature  of  tbe 
present  one   inserted  by  the   Commons 
and  that  it  was  not  rejected  by  the  Lords. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee,  and 
the  clause  was  brought  up,  and  read  a 
first  and  a  second  time. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  answered,  that  Mrs . 
Loveden's  portion  was  12,000/.  and  (as  far 
as  we  could  understand)  that  the  liberality 
of  >her  family  made  it  equal  to  1,000  a 
year. 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  the  cluose 
was  not  without  example.  In  179S,  a 
clause  bad  been  introduced  into  a  bill 
from'  the  Lords,  and  it  was  not  thrown  out 
by  them  on  its  return.  The  sutn  named 
was,  however  only  50/.  But  daring  the 
ten  years  in  which  he  had  been  Speaker, 
no  such  measure  had  been  brought  for- 
ward ;  and  when  he  saw  the  bill  coming 
from  the  Lords  without  such  a  clause,  and 
when  the  motion  was  made  at  so  late 
a  period  of  the  session,  he  must  recom- 
mend the  House  to  take  farther  time  ta 
consider  what  they  were  doing. 

After  a  few  words  from  sir  J.  Grahaoi^ 
the  Speaker  moved  that  the  Committee 
report  progress,  and  ask  leave  lo  sit  egMo 
which  was  agreed  to* 
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Me.  Maksill  Philipps.]  The  order 
for  the  altendance  of  Mr.  Mansell  Philipps 
being  read, 

Mr.  Lockhari  laid,  that  Mr.  Philipps 
had  called  upon  him  at  about  10  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  and  told  him,  that  though  he 
had  not  been  served  with  an  order»  he 
understood  the  House  required  his  attend- 
ance, and  therefore  he  would  come  either 
that  day,  or  the  following.  He  requested 
to  know  the  nature  and  prayer  of  the  pe- 
tition, and  being  told  that  it  was  to  coppel 
his  appearance  to  an  indictment  in  the 
county/of  Surrey,  he  asked.  What  he  should 
do  ?  To  this  ne  (Mr.  Lockhart]  replied, 
that  he  should  go  to  a  clerk  of  the  peace, 
and  gife  bail  for  his  appearance ;  and  also 
before  a  judge  in  his  chambers,  and  bind 
himself  to  attend  at  the  session.  Mr. 
Philipps's  answer  was,  that  he  was  always 
willing  to  do  so,  but  being  misinformed  by 
his  attorney,  and  told  that  his  appearence 
waa  not  necessary,  he  had  neglected  it. 
In  consequence  of  this  communication,  he 
had  to  state,  that  Mr.  Philipps  had  since  ap* 
peared  before  a  clerk  of  the  peace,  and 
Drought  froQX  him  a  certificate  to  that  effect ', 
and  also  that  he  had  promised  on  his  ho- 
nour to  attend  at  the  judge's  chambers. 
Having  succeeded  so  far,  he  trusted  the 
House  would  consider  he  had  discharged 
his  duty  :  he  therefore  moved  that  the 
order  for  Mr.  Philipps's  appearance  might 
be  discharged. 

The  Speaker  said  that  as  no  complaint 
was  now  made,  the  order  fell  to  the  ground 
of  course. — Ti^e  order  wag  accordingly  dis* 
charged. 

RQUSE   OP    COMMOaS. 

Saturday^  June  15. 

Answbe  op  Loan  Wellington  to  the 
Vote   op  Thanks.]     The    Speaker    ac- 

Jioainted  the  House,  that  he  had  received 
rom  lieutenant  general  lord  viscount  Wel- 
lington, the  following  Letter,  in  return  to 
the  Thanks  of  this  House,  signified  to  him 
in  obedience  to  their  commands  of  the 
30th  of  April  last. 

"  Sir ;  Ettas,  Moy  ^5th,  1811. 

''  1  have  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your 
letter  of  the  26ih  of  April,  in  which  you 
have  inclosed  the  Resolutions  of  the  House 
of  Commons  of  that  day,  con\  eying  the 
approbation  of  the  House  of  the  conduct 
of  the  army  under  my  command  in  Por- 
tugal during  the  late  campaign,  which  I 
have  communicated  to  tb^  allied  British 
and  Portuguese  army. 

(VOL.XX0 


''  I  attribute  the  result  of  the  operations 
of  which  the  House  have  been  pleased  to 
approve  (under  Providence)  to^the  sup- 
port and  assistance  which  I  have  inva* 
riably  received  from  the  general  an4 
other  ofiicers,  and  to  the  good  conduct,  tho 
discipline,  and  bravery  of  the  iroops  ;  and 
it  must  be  highly  gratifying  to  them,  to 
find  that  their  services  have  been  deemed 
worthy  of  that  distinction,  of  which  alj 
are  ambitious,  the  approbation  of  th^ 
House  of  Commons. 

''  The  favour  with  which  the  House  of 
Commons  havp  viewed  my  services,  and 
the  hononr  by  which  they  have  been  pleas« 
ed  to  distinguish  them,  have  made  an  ini- 
delible  impression  upon  me  ;  and  I  hope* 
by  the  continuance  of  my  zealous  eodea-r 
vours  to  serve  his  Majesty,  according  to 
the  best  of  my  judgment,  to  piove  my  gra* 
titude  to  the  House  for  their  favours. 

"  I  beg  that  you,  Sir,  will  accept  m^ 
ac  knowledgments  for  the  handsome  terms 
in  which  you  have  again  conveyed  to  m« 
the  sense  of  the  House  of  Commons :  and 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  utmost 
respect,  your  most  obedient  and  mosl^ 
faithful  humble  servant,    Welungton. 

"  The  right  hon.  Charles  Abbot, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons^ 
&c.  &c.  &c.'' 


HOUSE  OP  LOEDS. 


Monday,  Jvne  17. 

Prisoners  op  War.]  honinollend  roi^ 
to  move  that  duplicates  of  the  correspond- 
ence which  had  passed  between  the 
British  and  the  Fre^ich  govcrnmeuis,  re- 
lative to  the  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  and 
which  correspondence  had  been  already 
laid  before  the  other  House  of  Parliament, 
be  also  laid  on  their  lordships'  table.  It 
was  painful  to  consider  to  what  hardships 
and  privations  such  a  large  number  of  per- 
sons had,  in  both  countries,  t>een  doomed  for 
such  a  length  of  time,  especially  if  no  se- 
rious measure  hud  been  adopted  to  relieva 
them  from  so  distressing  a  situation.  It 
was  proper  that  their  lordships  should  in- 
quire, and  that  the  country  should  know 
to  which  of  the  two  governments  was  to 
be  imputed  the  failure  of  the  attempt  to 
settle  some  plan  for  the  excliance  of  pri- 
soners of  war.  It  was  proper  it  should  be 
known  that  nothing  in  fairness  and  iti 
justice  had  been  omitted  on  the  paitof  tha 
British  government  to  effect  that  exchange, 
and  that  if  it  failed,  it  had  not  failed, 
through  any  want  of  sincerity  and  anxiety 
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on  our  part,  to  accomplish  aa  object  which, 
from  every  motive  or  humanity*  it  was  xo 
desirous  to  attain.  It  afFordedf  him  much 
aatisfaction  to  observe,  that  no  blame  on 
this  head  was  imputable  to  this  country, 
and  that  the  British  government  had  gone 
every  length  which  they  were  warranted 
in  ^oing,  in  order  to  bring  about  that  much 
()esired  exchange. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  was  as  desirous  as 
any  noble  lord  could  be,  that  the  conduct 
of  government,  in  this  respect,  should  be  as 
generally  and  as  publicly  known  as  possible. 
Indeed  government  had  evinced  a  most  sin- 
cere anxiety  to  obtain  this  object  by  the  sa- 
crifices they  were  ready  to  make,  in  order 
to  attain  it ;  for  every  proposition  that  was 
just,  fair,  and  equitable,  had  been  made  to 
the  enemy  for  that  purpose,  but  they  were 
not  met  by  a  similar  oisposition,  and  had 
been  frustrated  only  by  the  exorbitant, 
and  wholly  inadmissible  demands  on  the 
part  of  the  French  government. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

BamsH  AND  Irish  Militias  Inter- 
change Bill.]  The  House  went  into  a 
Committeeon  this  Bill,  and  agreed  to  seve- 
ral clauses.  On  that  clause  which  provides 
ibr  the  privileges  enjoyed  under  the  respec- 
tive acts  by  the  different  militia  forces. 

Earl  Sianhope  moved  the  insertion  of 
the  words  he  had  moved  to  insert  into  the 
Mutiny  Bill,  and  wkich  provided  that  no 
officershould  have  the  power  of  compelling 
any  soldier  not  of  the  Church  of  England 
to  attend  its  service,  and  gave  htm  the 
right  of  attending  those  places  of  worship 
to  which  he  was  attached^  according  to 
the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience,  such 
mttendance  not  interfering  with  his  civil  or 
military  duties.  He  wished  not  to  leave 
this  matter  to  the  discretion  of  this  or  that 
Commander  in  Chief,  but  to  make  it  clear 
and  undoubted  by  a  parliamentary  enact- 
ment. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  thought  the 
amendment  unnecessary;  as  care  would 
be  taken,  on  the  adoption  of  this  measure, 
to  have  a  general  order  issued  here,  similar 
to  that  in  Ireland.  He  believed  the  Ca- 
tholics, whom  he  admitted  to  be  as  re- 
spectable and  loyal  as  any  other  descrip- 
tion of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  were  quite 
aatisfied  on  this  point,  and  that  the  regi- 
ments from  counties  chiefly  Catholic  were 
among  those  who  would  be  first  in  volun- 
teering their  services  in  England. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  contended  for  the 
clause  proposed.     He  thought  nothing 


could  be  more  simple  and  just,  than  to  set 
the  whole  matter  in  a  clear  and  legal  point 
of  view,  and  so  do  away  all  grounds  o( 
misunderstanding.  He  believed  that  no- 
thing unfair  was  meant,  and  if  bis  feeble 
voice  could  reach  the  ears  of  his  country- 
men, he  would  tell  them  that  they  might 
rely  on  fair  treatment;  but  it  was  still 
better  to  settle  all  reasons  of  doubt. 

Lord  Holland  argued  in  support  of  the 
clause.  The  question  ought  not  to  stand 
on  the  disposition  of  a  Secretary  of  State* 
or  a  Commander-in-Chief,  whoever  they 
might  be :  it  was  one  which  it  became 
parliament  to  fix  beyond  misapprehension. 
A  proof  that  the  original  clause  was  not 
sufficient,  was  shewn  in  the  necessity  of 
promising  a  general  order  from  the  Com* 
mander-in-Chief  here. 

The  Earl  of  Buckiaghamthire  wished  to. 
have  the  doubts  removed.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  amendment,  except  his  de* 
cided  conviction,  that  government  would 
act  with  perfect  fairness.  He  also  thought 
that  some  difficalties  might  arise  from 
adopting  the  Amendment  now,  after  re* 
fusing  it  in  passing  the  Motiny  Bill. 

Earl  Stanhope  in  reply,  strenuously  de- 
fended the  principle  of  his  amendment,  as 
founded  on  the  sacred,  inherent,  and  inali- 
enable right  of  every  man  to  worship  his 
Creator  in  his  own  way,  when  it  din  not 
infi'ioge  on  the  civil  and  military  duties  h* 
owed  the  state.  Why  should  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  refuse  his  amendment,  which 
went  to  do  that  in  a  straight  forward  wav 
which  he  wanted  to  do  circuitoosly ;  which 
went  to  pot  that  on  a  ground  of  right, 
which  others  seemed  to  put  on  a  ground 
of  fiivour  ?  He  appealed  to  the  resolutioni 
passed  in  May,  in  Dublin,  to  prove  that 
the  Catholics  were  not  satisfied  on  this  sub- 
ject Indeed,  they  could  not  be  satisfied^ 
The  Secretary  of  State  had  a  vast  deal  of 
faith,  and  the  proof  of  his  excessive  faith 
was  to  be  found  in  his  belief  in  impossibi'* 
lities  1  If  the  Catholics  were  dissatisfiecU 
they  would  not  come.  Then  the  nobU 
Secretary  of  State  would  be  another  Ma* 
hornet.  The  mountain  would  not  come 
to  him,  and  Mahomet  must  go  to  the 
mountain.  He  had  proposed  his  amend*, 
ment,  in  order  to  state  his  clear  and  con* 
scientious  opinioni  and  wondered  how  any 
man  of  principle  could  dispute  it.  But  he 
should  not  then  divide  the  House. — ^The 
Amendment  was  accordingly  negatived. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  proposed  a  clause* 
which  went  to  limit  the  interchange  to  the 
casei  of  inTWoa  or  rebellion. 
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The  Earl  of  Laerpool  objected  to  the 
claose  as  hostile  to  the  principle  of  tl\e  Bill ; 
the  professed  object  of  which  was  to  pro* 
mote  the  intercourse,  not  only  on  extra- 
ordinary bat  on  ordinary  occasions,  and 
thus  more  closely  cement  the  connection 
between  the  two  countries. 

Lord  Holland  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
Bill  as  it  stood  really  went  to  Consolidate 
the  efforts  of  the  Empire ;  and  therefore 
4hough  it  considerably  trenched  upon  the 
old  principles  of  the  militia  acts,  yet  the 
former  advantage  so  much  outweighed 
amy  I  inconvenience  from  the  latter,  that 
the  Bill  should  have  his  support. 

The  clause  was  negatived ;  and  the 
third  reading  of  the  Bill  was  fixed  for 
Friday. 


HOUSE  or  LORDS. 

Tkusday,June  18. 

Roman  Catholic  Pstitiovs.J  The 
order  of  the  day  having  been  read,  for 
taking  into  consideration  the  Petitions  of 
the  Iu>man  Catholics  of  Ireland,  the  said 
Petitions  were  read  by  the  clerk  at  the 
table. 

The  Earl  of  Donaif^more  then'  rose. 
He  said,  that  the  subject  on  which  he  was 
mboot  to  address  himself  to  their  lordships 
was  not  to  be  considered  as  the  com- 
mencement of  a  treaty  between  two  inde- 
pendent communities,  at  the  outset  of 
which  it  might  be  necessary,  as  it  had 
been  the  usage,  to  lay  down  certain  prin- 
ciples* respecting  which  both  parties  were 
agreed,  as  a  ground  and  basis  of  negotia* 
iioD,  on  which  they  were  to  proceed  to 
ttkt  discussion  of  their  respective  interests. 
It  was  a  firm  but  legitimate  appeal  for  the 
redress  of  grievances  to  that  branch  of  the 
anpreme  power  of  the  state,  on  the  part  of 
a  large  portion  of  its  constituent  body. 
There  could  exist,  under  such  circum- 
stances, no  relations  of  equality;  and 
ihcfefore  no  previous  stipulations  could  be 
admitted  aa  preliminaries  either  on  the 
one  side  or  on  the  other.  It  was  equally 
competent  to  the  supreme  power  to  give 
or  to  withhold ;  so  did  it  depend  exclusive* 
ly  on  its  discretion  in  what  Hianner,  and 
accompanied  by  what  other  measures,  if 
any  may  be  deemed  necessary,  it  shall 
think  fit  to  restore  to  the  Petitioners  those 
oonstitational  privileges,  of  which  they 
oomplaioed  that  they  had  been  deprived. 

The.  object  of  the  motion  with  which 
^e  shoaki  conclodi^  was  not  to  press  that 
M  once  for  any  fresh  concessions  to 
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those  whose  cause  be  had  undertaken  to 
plead— and  therefore  he  should  exclude 
from  the  consideration  of  the  present  ques- 
tion, because  they  would  be  premature,  all 
those  learned  disquisitions  of  which  they 
had  heard  so  much,  respecting  the  Veto 
proposed  to  be  given  to  the  crown  in  the 
appointment  of  iheir  Bishops,  or  the  Do- 
mestic Arrangement,  which  had  been  sug- 
gested in  its  stead.  He  would  not  turn 
aside,  to  compare  the  Resolutions  of  ihe 
Catholic  Prelates  in  1799,  (framed  as  an 
answer  to  a  direct  proposal  from  a  friendly 
government,  and  in  the  expressed  confi- 
dence of  approval  by  the  sovereign  pon- 
tifi*,)  with  the  Resolutions  and  Address  of 
the  same  persons  in  September  1808  and 
February  1810,  when  the  violence  of  the 
common  enemy  had  deprived  them  of 
every  means  of  communication  with  the 
spiritual  head  of  their  church— whose 
sanction  they  had  declared  at  all  times  to 
be  an  indispensible  requisite  to  any  ar- 
ranffement  on  their  part,  and  when  they 
could  have  had  no  possible  inducement  to 
suggest  facilities  to  a  decidedly  hostile 
administration. 

He  did  not  feel  it  to  be  any  part  of  hia 
present  duty  to  examine,  for  the  purpose 
of  endeavouring  to  reconcile  them,  those 
misapprehensions,  which  had  unh;«ppily 
prevailed  between  their  avowed  agent,  of 
whom  he  could  never  speak  but  witn  much 
respect,  and  some  of  their  most  conspicuous 
parliamentary  friends.  Those  differencea 
of  opinion,  however  greatly  to  be  lamented* 
had  not  deprived  the  Catholic  cause  of  any 
one  of  its  former  supporters,  in  either 
House  of  Parliament;  and,  whatever  their 
ultimate  amount  and  value  should  be  found 
to  be,  they  could  not,  on  any  just  principle 
of  reasoning,  be  erected  into  an  insure 
mountable  obstacle,  in  lumne,  to  any  con- 
sideration  of  the  Petitioners'  case. 

Many  and  weighty  objects  would,  of 
course,  press  themselves  upon  their  lord« 
ships'  attention,  when  they  should  have 
once  engaged  in  the  good  work  of  national 
conciliation  to  which  they  were  then  in» 
vited.  W henever  that  moment,  so  devout- 
ly  to  be  wished  for,  should  arrive,  the  ad« 
vocates  for  Catholic  privilege,  the  enemiea 
of  the  still  existing  system  of  proscription^ 
would  be  prepared  to  enter  into  all  the 
necessary  details— they  would  be  prepar* 
ed  to  shew,  that  they  sought  nothing  for 
the  petitioners  which  was  not  consistent 
with  the  perfect  security  of  the  Protestant 
state.  That  the  testa,  by  which  the  peti« 
tionera  were  already  bound,  affi>nl  asatt* 
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ranees  the  most  complete  for  the  protec* 
lion  of  all  oar  establishments,  civil  and 
religious.  That  with  respect  to  those  al- 
leged dangers  which  had  been  so  much 
rdied  upon,  from  the  possibility  of  foreign 
appointments  to  the  prehicy  of  the  Ca- 
tholic church,  they  entertained  the  best 
founded  confidence  in  the  declared  and 
cordial  disposition  of  that  community  Jay, 
as  well  as  ecclesiastical,  efiectually  to  re- 
move all  just  grounds  of  apprehension : 
If,  indeed  their  own  experience  of  the  past 
should  not  be  considered  as  in  itself  suffi- 
cient security  for  the  continuance  of  the 
same  course  of  chaste  and  uninfluenced 
•election  for  the  time  to  come. 

On  behalf  of  the*  Petitioners,  he  only 
claimed  the  justice  of  being  permitted  to 
prove  the  merits  of  their  case  :  The  op- 
portunity of  rebutting  those  false  and  cruel 
aspersions,  by  which  their  holy  religion, 
and  they,  as  the  professors  of  it,  had  been 
unceasingly  assailed;  the  opportunity  of 
challenging  their  calumniators  to  come 
forth  and  shew  in  what  manner  they  had 
sinrted  against  their  common  country,  by 
what  transgressions  of  theirs  they  had  de- 
served that  condition  of  restraint  and  de- 
gradation, under  which  they  still  continued 
to  suffer  consistently  with  the  unity  of  the 
Catholic  church,  pnder  one  and  the  same 
8{)iritual  head,  its  great  land-mark  and 
distinguishing  characteristic,  and^  which 
they  could  never  cease  to  uphold  until 
they  should  have  renounced  the  religion 
of  their  forefathers:  there  was  no  sacrifice 
which  they  were  not  prepared  to  make,  to 
conciliate  the  esteem  and  the  affections  of 
Iheir  Protestant  fellow  subjects. 

The  sum  and  substance  of  hit  hamble 
but  earnest  solicitation  to  their  lordships, 
on  behalf  of  his  petitioning  and  aggrieved 
countrymen,  was  only  this;  that  they 
would  not  pronounce  against  them  the  hard 
sentence  of  perpetual  exclusion  from  a 
just  and  equal  participation  in  tU  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  constitution,  as 
disaffected  members  of  the  state,  without 
the  decent  formality  of  some  previous  in- 
l^estigation-^that  they  would  not  dismiss 
them  from  their  bar  discredited — and  con- 
demned unheard. 

There  was  one  prominent  feature  by 
which  that  question  stood  distinguished 
from  any  other,  which  perhaps  had  never 
engaged  the  attention  of  any  legislative  as- 
aemfaly-^a  peculiar  anomaly,  which  has 
not  had  its  parallel  in  the  situation  of  any 
country  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  either  of 
ancient  or  of  modern  times.    The  religion 
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of  a  very  small  minority^  of  the  peopk  is 
the  religion  of  the  state,  as  established  by 
law;  nine-tenths  of  the  population  pro- 
fessing religious  opinions,  essentially  d]f> 
fering  from  those  of  the  establishment ;  to 
the  support  and  splendour  of  which  all 
were,  however,  alike  bound  to  contribute 
in  equal  proportions.  What  was  the  case 
with  respect  to  the  other  members  of  the 
United  kingdom?  Directly  the  reverse. 
Presbytery  established  in  Scotland— and 
here,  the  Reformed  Episcopal  Church.  In 
both  cases,  the  establishment  of  the  State 
Religion,  controuled  and  governed  by  the 
religious  opinions  of  the  majority  of  the 
people. 

When  an  attempt  was  made  to  force 
upon  Scotland  the  establishment  of  -Epis* 
copacy,  what  a  determined  and  diseracefui 
spirit  of  violence  and  outrage  marked  the 
resistance  of  the  furious  zealots  of  that 
day !  That  resistance,  however,  was  not 
unsuccessful;  and  in  conformity  to  the 
feelings  of  the  majority  of  the  nation, 
£piscopacy  was  accordingly  abolished, 
after  a  severe  struggle,  and  Presbytery 
established,  by  king  William  himself*  in 
1689. 

Very  diflereiit,  indeed,  were  the  effects 
of  the  Revolution  with  respect  to  his  un« 
happy  country—the  weak  and  wicked  po« 
I  icy  of  the  law ;  the  whole  weight  of  the 
government,  applied  to  extinguish  the 
religion  of  the  people,  and  which  woold 
have  been  on  -that  account,  under  any 
other  political  dispensations  but  their  own, 
the  religion  of  the  State,  and  to  crush  its 
professors  to  the  earth  by  a  system  of  ty« 
ranny  and  persecution,  unequalled  in  the 
history  of  civilized  communities ;  and  this 
in  the  very  teeth  of  a  solemn  treaty  which 
guaranteed  to  the  Catholics,  in  terms  the 
most  explicit,  the  free  exercise  of  their  re» 
ligion. 

Fortified  as  it  was  by  the  exclusive  poe- 
session  of  ecclesiastical  power,  dignities, 
and  emoluments  for  more  than  a  centory ; 
was  it  possible  for  them  to  consider  that 
the  continuance  of  the  penal  code  coold 
still  be  necessary  to  uphold  the  strong  and 
consolidated  fabrick  of  the  national 
church  ?  and  coold  they  for^t,  that  by 
the  remedial  statute  of  1793,  its  perpetual 
maintenance  was  made  an  inseparable  con* 
comitant  of  every  right  and  privilege 
which  had  been  restored  to  the  petitioner^ 
by  that  act,  and  that  to  the  support  of  the 
Protestant  establishments,  the  Catholic  was 
himself  bound  under  the  solemn  obligatioa 
of  an  oath  ^ 
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He  trustee)  that  the  period  had  at  length 
arrived  for  making  just  restitution  to  his 
oppressed  countrymen— assuredly  no  man 
who  did  not  wish  to  conjar  op  as  argo- 
ments  in  debate^  apprehensions  which  he 
*  could  not  fee),  could  entertain  a  doubt  that 
those  establishmanti  were  already  placed 
beyond  the  reach  of  any  possible  danger, 
unless  their  lordships  should  unhappily 
tocceed  in  convincing  the  Catholic,  by 
the  force  of  their  own  fata!  arguments,  that 
his  interests  are  in  direct  hostility  to  those 
of  the  national  church,  the  subversion  of 
which  would  be  in  such  a  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, the  only  road  by  which  he  could  hope 
to  arrive  at  the  possessiim  of  political  con* 
fidence  and  political  power,  the  arowed 
and  legitimate  object  of  his  most  strenuous 
pursuit. 

In  what  he  bad  said,  he  desired  that  he 
might  not  be  misunderstood ;  in  that  House 
he  was  not  afraid  of  being  misrepresented. 
Oa  the  part  of  the  Catholics,  he  did  not 
urge  it  as  a  grierance  from  which  they 
were  weak  or  wicked  enough  to  seek  to  be 
relieved,  that  the  Protestant  church  was 
the  established  reli^on  of  the  State.  He 
claimed  not  on  their  part,  and  as  their  ad- 
vocate, what  they  had  themselves  solemly 
renounced  upon  oath,  a  share  in  the  ho* 
nours  or  advantages  of  the  established 
church.  He  did  not  mean  to  recommend 
to  the  imitation  of  the  petitioners,  that 
system  of  violence  in  the  pursuit  of  their 
object,  which  however  successful  in  the 
case  of  Scotland,  he  had  unequivocally 
condemned,  and  from  the  excessesof  which 
humanity  itself  recoils  with  disgust.  In 
making  that  statement,  and  in  the  parallel 
which  he  had  drawn,  his  intention  had 
been  only  this — to  endeavour  to  awake  the 
slumbering  feelings  of  their  lordships  to  a 
jnore  kind  and  favourable  consideration  of 
the  petitioner's  case,  from  a  just  recollec« 
tion  of  the  peculiar  grievances  by  which 
they  had  been  oppressed;  and  of  those 
circumstances  of  unexampled  severity, 
ander  which  it  had  been  their  >misfbrtune 
to  have  suffered  so  long. 

And  here  he  must  be  permitted  to  ex- 
press the  particular  satisfaction  with  which 
he  had  received  the  printed  reports  of 
their  lordship's  late  proceedings  dn  the 
Petition  of  the  Protestant  Dissenters; 
having  been  necessarily  detained  in  the 
country  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  he 
was  reluctantly  prevented  from  being  per- 
sonally present.  No  man,  however,  more 
cordially  approved  the  decision  of  the 
Hooaa  on  that  very  important  discossion. 
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and  the  respectfhl  deference  to  the  con* 
scientious  scruples  of  other  men,  howevet 
essentially  differing  from  the  doctrines  audi 
discipline  of  the  Established  Church,  which 
marked  the  whole  course  of  that  interesting 
debate. 

No  voice  was  raised  against  these  peti* 
tioners,  as  avowed  and  formidable  oppo- 
nents to  the  principles  and  practice  of  ou^ 
ecclesiastical  establishments — no  attempt 
was  made  to  misrepresent  their  motives  or 
themselves ;  when  500  petitions  upon  the 
same  subject  were  heaped  upon  their  lord« 
ship's  table  almost  at  the  same  moment^ 
noble  lords  abstained  from  that  line  of  ar- 
gument which  he  had  known  resorted  to 
on  other  similar  occasions,  when  the  num* 
hers  of  the  Catholic  petitioners  had  been 
represented  by  their  parliamentary  advo* 
cates,  as  furnishing  additional  ground,  at 
least,  for  due  and  respectful  inquiry  into 
the  claims  of  so  important  a  class  of  their 
fellow  subjects. 

He  might  then  venture  to  remind  that 
House,  without  the  fear  of  being  charged 
with  an  attempt  at  intimidation,  that  ho 
stood  before  their  lordships  the  unequal 
advocate  of  four  millions  of  his  country- 
men, and  their  fellow  subjects — armed  in 
support  of  the  same  establishments— -in 
defencu  of  the  same  gracious  King— the 
joint  inheritors  with  themselves  of  all  the 
privileges  and  immimities  of  the  British 
Constitution. 

A  salutary  caution  had  suggested  itself 
to  him  from  this  part  of  the  argument. 
He  addressed  it  to  those,  if  any  such  were 
still  to  be  found  in  that  House,  whose  per- 
severing hostility  to  the  petition  had  not 
been  satisfied  by  the  perpetual  rejection  of 
every  measure  of  kindness  and  conciliation 
which  had  )>een  offered  on  their  behalf; 
who  appeared  to  have  considered  them- 
selves bound,  as  it  were,  by  a  due  regard 
to  their  own  consistency,  to  a  state  of 
eternal  warfare  with  his  Majesty's  Catholic 
subjects,  and  who  had  been  unable,  in 
their  mode  of  considering  this  question,  to 
distinguish  and  separate  its  intrinsic  na- 
ture and  constitutional  bearings  from  their 
own  rooted  prejudices,  and  those  justly  re» 
probated  doctrines,  which,  however  dis- 
claimed again  and  again,  under  the  most 
solemn  sanction*,  they  are  determined  still 
to  impute,  with  iiyustice  the  roost  relent- 
less and  persevering,  to  the  religion  of  tha 
great  mass  of  the  Christian  world. 

If  there  should  happen  to  be  in  that 
House  any  noble  lords  whose  rare  good  for* 
tone  it  bad  beett»  in  administering  the 
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Irish  government,  to  have  wanted  the 
firmness  of  political  constancy  in  what 
they  have  refused  to  the  Catholics,  and  in 
what  they  have  conceded  to  them»  the  dig- 
nity  and  the  grace  of  voluntary  concilia- 
tion^f  there  should  happen  to  he  found 
amonsst  them  any  noble  lords  who  had 
ever  descended  from  the  high  stations  in 
which  they  may  have  been  placed,  to  vo- 
Aioteer  an  unfounded  testimony  against 
the  Catholic  inhabitants  of  that  country, 
to  every  individual  of  Which,  irom  former 
official  habits  and  situation,  such  noble 
lords  were  callf-.d  upon  in  an  especial 
manner  to  render  impartial  justice,  and  to 
afford  equal  protection.— If,  he  said,  there 
were  any  noble  lords  to  be  found  in  that 
House,  such  as  he  had  described,  he  would 
only  wish  to  recall  to  their  recollection 
that  decent  forbearance  and  respect  for 
the  reljgious  opinions  of  others,  which 
distinguished  their  proceedings  on  the 
late  occasion,  as  the'rule  by  which  to  regu- 
late their  present  conduct,  in  considering 
the  alledged  grievances  of  that  great 
community  of  dissenters  from  the  State 
Beligion,  whose  Petitions  were  then  upon 
their  lordship's  table. 

Having  alluded  already  to  that  memo- 
rable treaty  concluded  at  Limerick  with 
the  Irish  army  in  October  1691,  and  rati- 
fied under  the  great  seal  in  April  1692, 
which  gave  to  the  British  sovereign  peace, 
and  a  second  kingdom,  and  to  the  other 
contracting  party  the  fruitful  source  of 
bitter  disappointment  and  unheeded  com- 
plaint for  violated  faith,  he  presented  him- 
self before  their  brdships,  armed  with  this 
important  instrument,  to  claim  for  the  Pe- 
titioners at  their  hands,  a  just  though  tardy 
reparation. 

In  proceeding  to  prove  their  caae,  he 
thoqld  then  call  the  attention  of  that 
House  to  another  document,  not  of  equal 
antiquity,  nor  sanctioned  by  the  same  of- 
ficial symbol  of  J  authority,  but,  if  the  most 
explicit  declarations  of  the  ministers  in 
both  countries,  during  the  progreas  of  the 
important  discussions  on  the  measure  of 
Legislative  Union,  were  to  avail  aught,  as 
proofs  of  their  own  views,  respecting  the 
nature  of  those  public  objects,  to  wbicn  the 
accomplishment  of  that  measure  was  ex- 
pected to  lead,  was  not  the  Irish  Catholic 
taught  to  look  forward,  with  the  greatest 
confidence,  to  a  prompt  and  just  consider- 
ation of  his  oiyn  question,  as  the  certain 
and  immediate  consequence  of  an  United 
parliament  ?  And,  when  he  bad  been  thus 
prevailed  opon,  from  tocb  proapecta  as 
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these,  to  become  a  party  to  the  surrender 
of  his  own  legislature,  which  confessedly 
could  never  have  been  accomplished  with- 
out his  aid,  is  it  not  too  late  to  tell  him, 
that  with  that  legislature  were  extinguished 
all  those  flattering  prospects,  and  that  he 
bad  closed  the  door  against  himself  for 
ever  ? 

Sanctioned  thus,  as  much  by  the  ac- 
knowledged and  avowed  spirit  of  one  im- 
portant treaty,  as  by  the  express  letter  of 
another,  he  had  still  to  produce  to  their 
lordships  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners, 
further  title$-~on  each  of  which,  taken  by 
itself,  he  could  almost  venture  to  rest  their 
cause.  First,  the  solemn  disclaimer  by 
the  six  Catholic  Universities,  in  1789,  of 
all  those  unchristian  and  abominable  doc- 
trines, the  existence  of  which,  as  princi- 
ples of  his  religion,  could  alone  justify  the 
exclusion  of  the  Catholic  from  any  one 
civil  or  political  privilege.  Secondly,  the 
formal  protest,  by  command  of  th«*sove- 
reign  Pontiff  himself,  in  1791,  against  those 
imputed  doctrines,  when,  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  British  government,  the  ex- 
ceptionable words  were  omitted  in  the 
consecration  oath  of  the  Irish  Catholic 
Bishops.  Thirdly,  the  testimony  borne 
by  eur  own  Statute-book,  in  the  preamble 
of  the  Act  of  1778,  to  the  character  and 
conduct  of  his  Catholic  countrymen* 
Fourthly,  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  the 
king  and  fidelity  to  the  constitution,  pre- 
scribed by  the  statutes  of  1774' and  1 793, 
and  universally  taken  by  all  the  Irish  Ca- 
tholics. And  lastly,  the  strong  and  in- 
controvertible evidence,  which  every  suc- 
cessive relaxation  of  the  penal  code  has 
continued  to  furnish,  of  the  conviction  of 
the  legislature,  encreasiug  and  confirmed, 
respecting  the  assured  loyalty  and  perfect 
trustworthiness  of  the  king's  Irish  Catholic 
subjects,  as  members  of  the  Protestant 
state. 

To  the  claims  of  the  Petitioners,  found- 
ed on  such  titles  as  these,  to  a  full  partis 
ciation  with  themselves  in  every  constitu- 
tional privilege  and  capacity,  what  were 
the  objections  which  he  was  to  anticipate  ? 
If  arguments  were  to  be  counted,  and  not 
weighed,  the  cause  of  the  Catholics  would 
indeed  be  hopeless;  nothing  had  beea  left 
unsaid  against  them,  which  human  inge- 
nuity could  suggest,  or  credulity  itself 
affect  to  b^ieve«-imputations  the  roost 
unfounded— charges,  the  most  contradic- 
tory— idle  doubts,  and  causeless  apprehen- 
sions, have  continued  lo  mark  the  linger- 
ing retreat  of  pr^udioe  and  bigotry,  and 


659]  Roman  Catholic  PeiUioni. 

the  slow  and  impeded  march  of  truth,  wis- 
dom j  and  philosophy. 

Was  it  fitting  that  he  shoald  exhaust 
their  lordships'  patience  by  a  repetition  of 
all  those  calumnies'^  which  haye  issued 
forth,  at  the  appointed  seasons  in  the  shape 
of  arguments,  in  stronp^  array,  against  the 
Petitioners?  and  which,  though  beaten 
down  by  evidence  the  most  convincing 
and  conclusive,  they  had  seen  return  to 
the  charge  again  and  again. 

Must  he  be  prepared  to  demonstrate,  by 
a  regular  chain  of  proofs,  that  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Roman  Catholic  Chdrch  do 
not  enjoin  or  justify,  in  any  possible  case, 
the  breach  of  that  sacred  obligation  which 
binds  man  to  man,  and  is  the  strongest 
cement  of  human  society — that  Catholics 
are  not,  of  necessity,  and  from  the  very 
nature  of  the  religious  opinions  which 
they  profess,  faithless  members  in  every 
Protestant  community — that  they  are  not 
bound  to  the  subversion  of  that  property, 
the  present  arrangement  of  which  they 
feel  to  be  their  own  best  title  and  security; 
nor  to  the  overthrow  of  those  establish- 
ments which  they  bad  so  solemnly  sworn 
that  they  would  never  assail  ? 

Could  it  be  necessary  that  he  should 
consume  the  time  of  the  House,  by  press- 
ing again  upon  their  attention,  those  argu- 
ments by  whioh  he  endeavoured  to  shew, 
and  he  trusted  not  without  some  effect, 
when  he  had  before  the  honour  of  address- 
ing their  lordships  on  behalf  of  the  Peti- 
tioners, that  the  so  much  relied  upon  Cor^ 
poration  and  Test  Acts  which  they  had 
already  repealed  and  modified,  from  time 
to  time,  in  favour  of  Dissenters  from  the 
state  religion,  of  every  description,  are  not 
to  beset  up,  at  this  day,  as  insurmountable 
obstacles  against  a  continuance  in  the 
same  course  of  legitimate  concession? 

And  lastly,  was  he  to  expect  to  hear  it 
still  resounded  in  his  ears,  in  the  same  fo- 
lemn  tones,  that,  because  the  settlement  of 
]688  established  the  principle  of  a  protes* 
lant  king,  the  principle  of  an  exclusively 
Protestant  parliament  must,  of  necessity, 
be  inferred  as  an  inseparable  consequence, 
when  they  had  already  recalled  the  Irish 
Catholic  to  his  just  share  in  the  choice  of 
that  representative  body,  by  giving  him 
back  the  elective  franchise;  and  whilst 
his  constitutional  capacity  to  hold  every 
civil  and  military  situation  had  been  re- 
stored and  recognised  by  the  general  re- 
peal of  all  existing  disabilities  in  1793, 
what  species  of  reasoning  was  it,  which 
would  give  to  the  exceptions,  created  by 
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that  act,  the  quality  and  character  of 
fundamental  exclusions,  unchangeable  and 
eternal ? 

But  what,  he  would  ask,  were  those  ap- 
prehended dangers  against  which  the 
penal  code  was  to  have  aflTorded  us  its  pro- 
tection ?  If  they  were  to  be  searched  for 
in  the  fears  of  a  disputed  succession,  and 
the  claims  of  an  exiled  family,  had  they 
not  long  since  entirely  ceased  to  exist? 
The  claimants  and  their  titles  sleep  to* 
gether  in  the  peaceful  grave^-extingoi'sh* 
ed  and  forgotten.  How  long  was  that  in- 
jurious system  of  restriction  to  survive 
those  very  dancers  which  it  was  devised 
to  meet  and  obriat^? 

He  was  now  arrived  at  the  last  and  only 
remaining  objection-r-the  doctrine  of  the 
Pope's  supremacy  as  head  of  the  Ca* 
tholic  Church :  and  if  on  any  just  constitu* 
tional  principles  the  direct  and  unquali- 
fied denial  of  that  position  was  of  necessity 
to  be  an  indispensible  preliminary  to  the 
full  admission  of  the  Petitioners  into  all  the 
powers  and  privileges  of  the  state,  he  most 
be  content  to  leave  them  for  ever,  as  they 
are  excluded  and  shot  out,  for  ceasing 
to  maintain  the  unity  of  their  Church; 
under  the  same  spiritual  head,  they 
would  desert  an  essential  doctrine  and 
distinguishing  characteristic  of  the  Catho- 
lie  faith. 

Let,  however,  this  formidable  ground  of 
objection  be  examined,  and  let  it  be  seen 
in  what  it  consisted.  To  give  it  weight, 
it  must  consist  either  in  the  refusal  to  the 
supreme  magistrate  of.  our  own  state,  of 
something  that  is  necessary  to  his  owa* 
power,  or  that  it  is  requisite  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  public,  that  he  should  possess,' 
or  it  must  consist  in  giving  to  the  head  of 
a  foreign  state  some  quality,  power  or  prt-t 
eminence,  the  exercise  of  which  may  be 
dangerous  to  our  own.  It  had  been  urged 
by  some  persons,  that  be  who  denied  the 
supremacy  of  the  King  as  head  of  the 
church,  vvas  a  traitor,  but  he  could  not 
discover  where  it  was  to  be  found  that  thia 
supremacy  was  conferred,  neither  was  thii^ 
supremacy  acknowledged  by  the  Protes- 
tants  themselves.  In  refusing,  therefore,, 
to  affirm  this  supremacy,  in  a  Protestant 
king,  the  Catholics  did  no  more  than  the 
Protestant,  and  refused  nothing  which  the 
Protestant  affirmed.  By  what  act  was  the 
Protestant  called  upon  to  acknowledge  ta 
the  King  any  ecclesiastical  supremacy,  or 
what  single  act  was  the  king  capable  of 
doing  in  affirmance  of  such  supremacy  ? 
What  orders  could  he  give  in  ecdttiair 
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tical  mattere?  Could  he  alter  the  liturgy 
of  the  churchy  or  the  form  of  prayer  as 
established  by  law  ?  The  King  might,  it 
was  true«  order  a  last,  or  a  form  of  prayer 
vpoA  such  an  occasion,  but  could  he  add 
to,  or  exclude,  a  single  letter  in  the  canons 
or  articles  of  the  church  ?  In  ecclesiasti- 
cal appointments,  undoubtedly,  the  King 
enjoyed  a  power,  but  only  in  common  with 
other  lay  patrons,  by  whom  ecclesiastical 
persons  were  presented  to  benefices ;  and 
eren  the  high  rank  of  bishop  was,  it  was 
well  known,  disposable  by  the  authority 
tif  a  layman.  What  then  of  value,  either 
to  the  splendour  of  the  crown,  or  the  good 
goyernment  of  his  people,  did  those  take 
firom  the  King  who  refused  to  assist  his  | 
•piritual  supremacy  ?  The  difference  be- 
tween appointment  and  ecclesiastical  in* 
▼estitures,  was  well  known  to  every  one. 
It  was  well  known  that  the  appointment 
or  presentation  to  a  benefice  by  a  lay  pa- 
tron, was  not  complete  without  the  insti- 
tution of  the  ordinary  or  bishop  of  the  dio- 
cese, and  no  lay  patron  considered  his 
rights  infringed  upon,  or  rendered  less 
valuable  from  the  necessity  of  having  such 
a  confirmation  from  the  spiritual  power. 
In  refusing,  therefore,  to  affirm  spiritual 
supremacy  in  the  Hinc  of  the  Protestant 
state,  the  Catholic  took  from  him  nothing 
of  value.  In  the  Catholic  church  the 
power  of  ecclesiastical  institution  or  inves- 
titure, undoubtedly  rested  with  the  Pope, 
or  the  person  representing  the  unity, 
which,  was  essential  to  that  church,  but  in 
acknowledging  this,  what  of  value  was 
given  to  a  foreign  *  power  ?  The  institu- 
tion or  investiture,  it  was  well  known, 
could  not  be  refused  except  for  good  ca- 
nonical reasons.  The  power  of  appoint- 
ment was  undoubtedly  not  Riven,  nor  waa 
this  power  ever  acknowledged  to  belong 
to  the  sovereign  pontiff  as  an  avowed  part 
of  his  spiritual  power.  It  was  indeed 
scarcely  now  clahned.  It  had,  he  acknow- 
ledged, been  formerly  repeatedly  claimed 
with  great  warmth  and  vehemence,  but 
the  claim  had  been  resisted  with  equal 
pertinacity,  and  with  success.  To  prove 
this,  they  need  only  look  at  the  well- 
known  liberties  of  the  Galiican  church, 
and  the  decision  of  the  council  of  Trent, 
which  completely  set  the  question  at  rest. 
In  that  council  it  was  remarkable,  that 
while  the  Italian  bishops,  those  whose  sees 
were  adjacent  to  the  territories  of  the  see 
of  Rome,  supported  this  claim  of  the  sove- 
reign pontiff*,  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese 
bishops,  who  were  considered  ai  the  most 
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bigotted  of  the  Catholic  church,  eSectnally 
resisted,  and  by  the  decision  of  the  majo- 
rity of  that  council  the  question  was  fi- 
nally decided.  The  acknowledgment, 
therefore,  of  the  supremacy  of  the  sove* 
reign  pontiff,  or  the- person  who  repre- 
sented the  unity  of  the  Catholic  church,, 
did  not  jp^ive  him  the  power  of  appoint- 
ment. With  respect  to  the  Catholic  Pre- 
lates of  Ireland,  they  had  hitherto  been 
appointed  upon  a  principle  of  election,  or 
rather  of  selection,  and  these  appointments 
bad  for  a  long  series  of  years  been  strictly 
domestic.  No  body  of  men  had  ever 
acted  with  more  propriety  than  the  Ca- 
tholic Prelates  of  Ireland ;  and  he  could 
confidently  appeal  on  this  head  to  thosa 
noble  lords  who  had  administered  the  go- 
vernment of  Ireland,  and  who  had  always  ^ 
found  the  assistance  and  influence  of  thosa 
Prelates  a  most  valuable  resource.  He 
had  no  doubt,  and  upon  this  point,  he> 
could  not  hesitate  to  give  a  solemn  pledga 
to  the  House,  that  if  the  Irish  Catholic 
bishops  were  called  upon  by  a  proper  au- 
thority for  that  purpose,  they  would  haw 
no  difficulty  in  proposing  an  arrangement 
to  obviate  any  objection  to  the  interposi- 
tion of  a  foreign  power*  They  had  not, 
on  a  late  occasion,  thought  it  right  to  \^« 
lunteer  any  proposal  tor  an  arrangement 
of  this  nature ;  but  if  now.  or  at  a  future 
period,  their  lordshipa should  happily  agree 
to  enter  into  the  consideration  of  the  Ca- 
tholic Petition,  whenever  the  happy  mo* 
ment  should  arrive,  that  the  prejudices 
against  the  Catholics  should  give  way  to 
the  justice  of  their  claims,  then  the  Pre- 
lates, when  called  upon  from  authority* 
would  be  ready  to  propose  an  arrange- 
ment under  which  the  appointments  of 
the  Catholic  bishops  should  be  effectually 
domestic,  remaining  of  course  for  the  spi- 
ritual investiture  of  the  supreme  head  of 
the  Catholic  church.  Such  an  arrange- 
ment would  obviate  all  objections,  and  he 
was  convinced  that  if  the  legislature  were 
disposed  to  concede  the  claims  of  the  Ca« 
tholic,  there  would  be  found  in  return,  oa 
the  part  of  the  Catholic  bishops,  every 
disposition  in  conciliation. 

His  lordship  then  alluded  to  the  Militia 
Interchange  Bill,  in  progress  in  the  House, 
and  observed,  with  regret,  that  the  Catho- 
lic soldiers  of  the  Irish  militia  had  been 
refused  an  enactment  for  the  free  exercisa 
of  their  religion.  He  was  aware  that  an 
order  was  to  be  issued  by  the  Commanded 
in  Chief  for  that  purpose  ;  but  a  atmilar 
order  had  long  existed  iu  Ireland,  and  jd^ 
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iK»lwithiUndlii|^   that  order,  a  Catholic 
iK)ldter,  in  the  artftlery,  had  been  confined 
lor  refbsiog  to  attend  the  terricc  of  the 
Frotestant  church.     Another  order  was 
then  iMued,  hot  it  was  of  little  use  issuing 
orders  if  they  were  not  obeyed.    A  legis- 
latire  enactment  would  haTe  prerented 
the  recurrence  of  any  act  of  a  similar  na- 
ture. ^  He  did  not  mean  to  object  to  the 
Bill,  it  was  a  measure  of  strength,  and  he 
was  disposed  to  support  those  measures, 
which  ga?e  strength  to  the  ^orernment, 
but  the  refusal  to  make  any  legislative 
provision  in  it  for  the  free  exercise  of  their 
religious  worship  by  the  Catholic  soldiers 
of  the  Irish  militia,  formed  in  his  mind  a 
strong  objection  to  it.     It  was  stated,  that 
they  were  to  enjoy  the  same  privileges 
that  they  now  did,  but jv hat  provision  was 
there  made   for  that  enjoyment?      The 
means  were  easy,  if  the  government  would 
use  them,  let  them  appoint  Catholic  chap- 
lains, in  order  that  the  soldiers  of  that  per- 
suasion might  have  in  truth  the  means  of 
the  free  exercise  of  their  religion.— The 
noble  earl,  after  apologizing  for  taking  up 
so  much  of  their  lordships  time,  concluded 
by  moving  to  refer  the  said  Petitions  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

l*he  Earl  of  Lon^ard  was  of  opinion 
that  it  would  be  'better  to  postpone  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  to  another 
opportunity,  when  it  would  be  less  likely 
to  create  agitation  and  alarm  amongst  the 
majority  of  the  people  of   the    United 
Kingdom  than  at  present.    He  was  ready 
to  acknowledge  the  respectability  of  many 
of  the  Irish  Catholic  bishops,  but  he  could 
not  consider  the  arrangement  mentioned 
by  the  noble  earl  u  at  all  adequate  to  the 
purpoM  for  which  it  was  proposed,  as,  if 
4he  Catholic  bishops  were  to  be  placed 
within  the  patronage  of  government,  their 
situations  would  become    the    object  of 
ambitious  contest,    which    would  by  no 
means  tend  to  that  harmony  to  which  it 
was  supposed    the    arrangement   would 
lead.     Great  jealousy  existed  with  regard 
to  these  claims.    The  noble  lord  said  he 
did  not  wish  to  suppress  the  Catholic  re- 
ligion ;  but  he  wished  to  support  the  con- 
stitution.    His  lordship  strongly  objected 
to  the   proceeding  at  a  Catholic  meeting 
of  addressing  the  Prince  Kegent  to  re- 
move the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  who 
was  not  the  lord  lieutenant  of  the  Catho- 
lics, but  of  the  country— and  a  country 
in  which,  thouijh  the  majority  of  the  popu- 
lation were  Catholics,  the  greater  part  of 
the  property  and  influence  wu  ia  the 
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hands  of  Protestants.  An  objection  to  ths 
mode  of  proceeding  now  sought  to  bt 
adopted,  which  ia  his  mind  had  consider* 
able  weight,  was,  that  the  powers  of  th« 
constitution  were  not  complete.  Undoubt* 
edly  they  were  nearly  so,  but  still  a  mea^ 
sure  of  such  great  importance  ought  not 
to  be  proceeded  in,  until  the  powers  of 
the  constitution  were  complete  and  in  full 
activity.  The  noble  lord  concluded  by 
declaring  hie>  dissent  to  the  motion. 

The  marquis  of  DoumiAtre  rose  and  said; 
My  Lords ;  agreeirrg,  as  I  do  most  decid- 
edly, with  every  part  of  my  noble  friend^ 
most  luminous  and  able  speech,  there  re* 
m^ns  little  for  me  to  say  that  can  add  ta 
the  great  body  of  information  your  lord* 
ships   have   gained    on.  this  subject  this 
night.      My  anxiety,  however,    for  the 
success  of  tne  cause,  and  the  strong  de«> 
sire  I  feel  to  appear,  as  I  hope  I  really 
am,  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  rights  of 
my  countrymen,  will,  I  hope,  plead  my 
excuse  for  begging  your  lordships'  indul- 
gence for  a  short  time.    There  cannot,  I 
think,  be  adduced  a  stronger  reason  in  fa* 
vour  of  my  noble  friend's  motion  than  the 
present  contest  on  the  peninsula ;  and  ai^ 
that  contest  is  not  likely  soon  to  terminate;^ 
is  it  not  an  additional  reason  for  conciliat- 
ing and  satisfying  the  minds  of  the  people 
of  a  country,  out  of  whose  very  vitals,  I 
may  say,  are  derived  the  means  of  carry* 
ing  on  the  war.     For,  my  Lords,  a  very 
larse  preportion  of  the  army  is  composed 
of  Irish  Roman  Catholic  soldiers.    These 
are  the  men  whose  bravery  and  noble 
conduct  your  lordships*  have  already  not 
long  since  extolled,  and  yet  they  are  to 
be  refused  a  participation  in  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  their  country.     Our  gra- 
titude demands  of  us  to  grant  their  re- 
quest ;  and  I  am  convinced,  from  my  re- 
sidence in  Ireland,  and  the  knowledge  I 
have  of  the  irish  as  a  people,  that  they 
are  more  susceptible  of  any  kindness  and 
attention  than  any  other  nation;  and  if 
they  are  so,  as  I  can  most  truly  say  I  have 
always  found  them  in  private  transactions, 
what  must  they  not  feel  towards  thin  coun^ 
try,   in  return  for  their    requests    being 
granted,  and  their  just  rights  being  ac- 
knowledged ?    For  these  reasons,  and  for 
many  others  which  I  will  not  at  present 
trouble  your  lordships  with,  I  feel  it  my 
duty,  as  a  peer  of  these  kingdoms,  to  give 
myjote  for  my  noble  friend's  motion. 

The  Marquis  of  Lamdowne  obnerved^ 
that  after  the  speech  of  the  noble  lord  on 
the  other  side,  who  spoke  last  but  OAe^  he 
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could  not  give  a  sUent  vote  on  the  prMent 
•ccasion*  especially  as  he  had  not  deliver- 
ed his  sentiments  when  this  lyiestion  was 
last  before  their  lordships.  He  differed 
widely  from  that  noble  lord  when  he 
stated  the  jealousy  that  existed  with  re* 
spect  to  these  claims,  as  a  reason  why 
Itiey  should  not  be  discussed.  On  the 
contrary,  it  was  because  there  did  exist 
iittch  a  jealousy— because  the  question  had 
been  made  a  repeated  foundation  of 
alarm,  for  which  there  was  no  real  ground, 
ihat  he  was  most  anxious  it  should  be  dis* 
cussed ;  for  he  was  convinced  that  the 
more  it  was  canvassed,  and  the  better  it 
was  understood,  the  sooner  would  that 
alarm  be  extinsuished,  which  on  some 
occasions,  from  tne  best  motives,  on  others 
from  the  worse,  had  frequently  been  ex- 
cited. The  noble  lord  had  said^  that  be 
did  not  wish  to  suppress  the  Catholic  re- 
ligion, but  to  support  the  constitution. 
Catholic  disabilities,  however,  formed  no 
part  of  the'  constitution — the  constitution 
did  not  rest  upon  a  system  of  exclusion. 
It  was  true,  that  on  grounds  of  expe- 
diency, the  propriety  of  which  he  would 
not  then  discuss,  the  benefit  of  the  con- 
stitution had  been  suspended  as  far  as  re- 
spected particular  classes.  But  the  spirit 
of  the  constitution  required  an  equal  en- 
joyment of  all  rights  and  privileges,  pro- 
vided the  state  was  not  endangered  there- 
by. He  considered  it  as  immaterial  whe- 
ther those  claims  were  put  upon  the  foun- 
dation of  right  or  expediency — for  there 
could  be  no  right,  if  the  state  should  be 
endangered  by  acceding  to  them;  if  not, 
the  right  manifestly  existed ;  but^  (heir 
lordships  and  the-  other  branches  of  the 
legislature  were  the  judges  whether  there 
really  was  any  ground  of  apprehension. 
They  were  to  consider  where  the  danger 
was  now  to  be  found.  He  coild  not  agree 
with  the  noble  lord  in  considering  the 
powers  of  the  constitution  a«  incomplete, 
when  they  had  been  established  by  an  act 
of  parliament ;  but,  at  any  rate,  there  was 
nothing  in  the  present  circuai&tances  that 
rendered  it  improper  to  liiscuM  this  sub- 
ject. Their  lordships  had  now  to  con- 
sider whether,  %vben  the  reasons  which 
had  given  rise  to  these  disabilities  no 
longer  existed,  they  were  in  these  times 
not  onlj^  to  shot  out  the  Catholics  from 
their  fair  share  of  the  privileges  of  the 
constitution,  but  to  deprive  themselves  of 
the  services  of  the  most  numerous  class  in 
a  part  of  their  dominions  which  produced 
as  much  genius  and  talents  as  ever  dis« 
linguisbcd  any  portion  cf  the  globCi 
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With  regard  to  the  dao^pars  of  mnttog 
these  claims  of  the  Catholics,  he  knew  no 
way  of  judging,  except  by  a  reference  to 
their  opinions  and  conduct.    As  4o  the 

Srincipies  and  opinions  of  the  Catholic^ 
e  conjured  his  noble  friend  not  to  take 
them  from  any  other  mouths  than  their 
own;  for  he  was  aware  that  a  meaning 
had  been  ascribed  to  certain  Catholic 
tenets,  which  they  themselves  denied^ 
and  consequences  were  drawn  from  them 
which  they  abhorced.  They  had  a^right  to 
be  judged  by  the  principles  which  thev 
professed  i  and  professea  not  merely  witn 
a  view  to  the  present  question— not  for  the 
purpose  of  conciliating  their  lordships-^^ 
but  profess'ed  on  all  occasions,  and  in  all 
countries  for  the  last  hundred  years.  Thft 
alarm  arising  from  the  sense  which  might 
have  been  affixed  to  some  bulls  of  pope% 
and  decreet  of  councilsr  had  not  been  con- 
fined to  pFotestant  countries  only.  Even 
in  Catholic  countries  an  explanation  and 
disavowal  had  been  called  for.  In  France^ 
about  130  years  ago,  a  disavowal  had  becii 
made  of  those  obnoxious  doctrines  which 
were  now  imputed  to  the  Catholics.  No 
pope,  for  the  last  1 30  years  had  upheld 
them,  and  they  had  been  disavowed  by 
others,  in  every  instance  in  which  they 
caine  under  consideration.  Where,  theo^ 
was  the  justice  of  going  back  to  councila 
and  remote  times  to  impute  to  the  Catbo* 
lies  the  holding  of  tenets,  which  they  no 
longer  entertained,  especially  when  their 
actions  were  in  dirept  contradiction  to 
such  as  would  naturally  result  from  such 
tenets  ?  Why  should  such  means  be  re« 
sorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  % 
suspicion  that  the  conduct  of  the  Catho- 
lics would  be  different  from  what  was  their 
actual  practice  ? 

Adverting  to  the  alleged  influence  of 
the  pope,  the  noble  marquis  observed  thai 
the  Catholics  considered  that  influence 
confined  solelv  to  spiritual  matters.  This 
they  professed ;  ana  if  their  conduct  had 
been  of  late  in  opposition  to  such  profes- 
sions, then  the  truth  of  thetn  might  be 
doubted.  But,  in  the  history  of  modern 
times,  notwithstanding  the  pains  that  had 
been  taken,  the  research  that  had  been 
employed  for  the  purposes  of  this  ques- 
tion, had  there  been  found  a  single  Instance 
of  the  production  of  a  great  political  efiecl 
that  could  be  ascribed  entirely  to  this  in- 
fluence? In  the  great  political  changes^ 
in  the  radical  revolutions  which  had  oc- 
curred in  the  last  century,  where  was  the 
mighty  effect  of  the  power  of  popes  aod 
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6f  coondlt*  Hmd  it  prevented  the  disso- 
luttoo  of  the  Germanic  body  ?  Had  it  pre- 
Tented  the  French  Revolutioni  where  the 
interetts  of  the  pope  were  to  much  con- 
cerned ?  Or  had  this  dreaded  power  been 
inactive,  and  dead  through  all  the  storms 
which  agitated  the  continent,  to  be  re- 
Tired  and  called  into  exertion  in  a  re- 
mote corner  of  the  world  to  aiiect  the  in- 
terests of  England  ?  The  inefiicaey  of  that 
power  as  to  political  matters  did  not,  then, 
rest  merely  on  the  professions  of  the  Ca- 
tholics^t  was  proved  by  their  own  con- 
duct, by  indisputable  facts.  With  every 
desire  for  the  permanent  security  of  the 
state  and  the  church,  connected  as  they 
were,  he  felt  no  dread  of  a  power  the  er- 
fects'of  which  were  no  where  to  be  found. 
But  it  would  be  injustice  to  the  Irish 
Catholics  to  say,  that  their  conduct  had 
been  of  a  negative  description.  He 
beffged  their  lordships  to  consider  what 
it  had  been  during  these  last  ten  years, 
while  this  question  had  been  in  agitation. 
And  here  he  must  observe,  that,  though  it 
had  been  said' that  this  was  the  same  ques- 
tion brought  under  discussion  from  year 
to  year,  it  had  been,  in  reality,  a  new 
question  every  year,  for  it  always  had 
come  supported  by  fresh  proofs  of  the 
loyalty  of  the  Catholics,  always  by  fresh 
flerrices  of  a  kind  qot  only  useful  to  the 
country  but  almost  essential  to  its  exist- 
ence. Ten  years  ago  a  distinguished 
political  character,  the  late  Mr.  Pitt,  had 
retired  from  office  because  unable  to  do 
justice  to  the  Catholics.  Then  followed 
the  war  attended  with  the  dread  of  inva- 
sion ;  and  that  war  was  still  raging.  By 
whom  ^as  it  to  be  carried  on  ?  Upon 
what  foundation  did  the  contest  rest  but 
on  the  exertions  of  a  large  proportion  of 
the  Catholics  ?  And  if  it  was  important  to 
defend  the  state  and  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, it  would  be  well  to  recollect  by  what 
Aims  they  were  defended.  Their  lord- 
ships would  look  at  the  peninsula,  where, 
it  was  said,  the  contest  was  carried  on  for 
the  salvation  of  the  country,  and  mark 
how  much  was  owing  to  the  exertions  of 
the  Irish  Catholics.  Was  it  just  or  fair  to 
be  so  suspicious  of  the  loyalty  and  allegi- 
mnce  of  the  Catholics,  or  to  doubt  of  their 
attachment  to  that  country  in  defence  of 
which  they  were  shedding  their  best 
blood  ?  Those  who  ,had  perished  in  the 
Cttuse  had  at  least  done  this  good,  even  if 
their  merits  had* not  been  so  conspicuous 
en  other  grounds,  that  they  had  increased 
tho  feeling  of  confidence  vrith  which 
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their  anrvivtng  brethren  ought  to  be  re* 
garded. 

Their  lordships  had  full  security  that 
the  oaths  of  the  Catholics  were  held  by 
themselves  lo  be  binding:.     In  1793  the 
Catholics  had  been  admitted  to  various 
privileges  upon  the  eecurity  of  their  oaths. 
Where  was  the  mischief  here  fipou  ihe  in- 
fluence of  the  pope  ?    To  deny  that  the 
Catholics  were  to  be  credited  oa  oath, 
was  to  imitate  the  example  of  the  meta«   . 
physicians  who  required  as  the  ground 
of  their  reasoning,  that  their  antagonists 
should  disbelieve  the  evidence  of  their 
own  senses.     They  had  only  to  judge  of 
the  professions  of  the  Catholics  by  their 
conauct.    The  noble  lord  had  alluded  to 
the  difficulties  that  occurred  with  regard 
to  the  securities  necessary  for  the   pre- 
servation of  the  established  church.     For 
sufficient    securities    on    that    head,    he 
should  be  as  much  disposed  to  contend  as 
any  noble  lord  present ;   but  it  was  not 
surprising  that  there  should  be  some  jea- 
lousy as  to  the  particular  plan.     The  Ca« 
tholics  had,  perhaps,  seen  Lord  Lieutenants 
and  other  officers  of  government  in  Ire- 
land, rendering  even  the  Protestant  church, 
the  vehicle  of  political  influence;  and  it 
was  natural  for  them  to  imagine  that  the 
Catholic  church  would  not  be  used  lor 
any  better  purpose.     But  their  apprehen* 
sions,  he  was  convinced,  were  confined  to , 
the  undue  exercise  of  political  influence 
in  their  own  church.     The  great  body  of 
the  Catholics  of   property — he   did  not 
allude  to  any  particular  meeting  of  Ca- 
tholics—but  the  great  body  he  was  con« 
vinced,  felt  as  strongly  inclined  to  oppose 
foreign  influence  in  the  nomiaations  to 
their  churches  as  their  lordships.      But 
the  plan  would  be  the  subject  of  discus* 
sion  in  the  Committee.    There  they  might 
consider  what  securities  were  necessary  | , 
and  without  such  securities,  their  lordships 
would  certainly  not  ffrant  this  great  boon. 
But  that  somethiaa  should  be  done  to  re- 
store to  the  Catholics  the  privileges  of  the 
constitution,  there  could   be   no  doubt. 
Their  honourable  ambition  to  serve  their 
country  jn  the  highest  situations  ought 
unquestionably  to  be  gratified.    This  was 
essential  to  the  completion  of  the  mea- 
sure of  the  Union.     He  had  the  authority 
of  a  distinguished  statesman  concerned  io 
bringing  about  that  Union,  that  its  good 
eflects  depended  upon  the  admission  of  the 
Catholics  to  all  the  benefits  of  the  consti- 
tution ;  and  he  had  illustrated  that  sentimeiit 
by  the  emphatic  ^oetatioa  from  Virgil ; 
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Nod  ego,  n«e  Teucrit  Itslos  parere  JQB)ebo» 
IJec  DOTS  regoa  pato ;  paribus  se  legibos  adubs 
Invicts  gentes  Sterna  io  foodera  mtttant.  * 

II  was  essential  to  the  peace  and  secority 
of  all  that  the  uniQ(i  should  be  thus  com- 
pleted. It  was  essential  even  for  the  secu- 
rity of  the  established  chnrch  as  well  as  the 
state,  which  depended  in  a  great  measure 
on  the  exertions  of  those  who  were  the  ob- 
jecta  of  this  petition.  When  all  their  just 
claims  were  acceded  to,  they  would  be 
'bound  to  the  interests  of  the  whole  country 

■  ■ Ill       ■     I  <  M      ■    III       I   !■■     ■   I    ■■  I.    I  11 

^The  following  is  the  passage  in  Mr, 
Pitt's  speech  of  the  51st  of  January  1799, 
to  Which  the  noble  marquis  alluded  : 

*'  But,  Sir,  if,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
should  happen  that  there  be  a  country 
which,  against  the  greatest  of  all  dangers 
that  threaten  its  peace  and  security,  has  not 
adequate  means  of  protecting  itself  without 
the  aid  of  another  nation ;  ifthatotherbea 
neighbouring  and  kindred  nation,  speak- 
ing the  same  language,  who^e  laws,  whose 
customs  and  habits  are  the  same  in  princi- 
ple, but  carried  to  a  greater  degree  of 
perfection,  with  a  more  extensive  com- 
merce, and  more  abundant  means  of  ac- 
quiring and  difTusing  national  wealth ;  the 
stability  of  whose  government — the  ex- 
cellence of  whose  constitution— is  more 
than  ever  the  admiration  and  envy  of  Eu- 
rope, and  of  which  the  very  country  of 
which  we  are  speaking  can  only  boast  an 
inadequate  and  imperfect  resemblance; 
—-under  such  circumstances,  I  would  ask, 
what  conduct  would  be  prescribed  by 
every  rational  principle  of  dignity,  of  ho- 
nour, or  of  interest  ?  I  woulo  ask,  whe- 
ther this  is  not  a  faithful  description  of  the 
circumstances  which  ought  to  dispose 
Ireland  to  ft. Union.  Whether  Great  Bri- 
tain fa  not  precisely  the  nation  with  which^ 
on  these  principles,  a  country,  situated 
as  Jt^land  is,  would  desire  to  unite  ?  Does 
a  Union,  under  such  circumstances,  by 
fre^  consent,  and  on  just  at\d  equal  terms, 
\y  deserve  to  be  branded  as  a  proposal  for 
tubjecting  Ireland  to  a  foreign  ybke.  Is 
it  not  rat£er  the  free  and  voluntary  asso- 
ciation of  two  great  countries,  which  join, 
for  their  common  benefit,  in  one  empire, 
where  each  will  retain  its  proportional 
weight  and  importance,  under  the  security 
cf  equal  laws,  reciprocal  affection,  and  in- 
seperable  interests,  and  which  want  no- 
thing but  that  indissoluble  eonnection  to 
^tnder  both  invincible  ? 

^90  igoiMC  Teocris,  lie* 
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by  gratitude  for  the  past,  and  conidence  m 
to  the  future. 

Lord  RedaddU  adverted  to  an  aecosa* 
tion  which  had  been  thrown  out  againal 
him  of  partiality  in  the  administration  of 
justice  while  in  office  in  Ireland ;  an  ac- 
cusation which  he  said  was  most  unfound- 
ed and  unjust.  He  maintained  that  no 
man  had  ever  administered  justice  mor« 
impartially,  whether  the  parties  were  Ca* 
tholics  or  ProtestanU,  than  himself.  ^  With 
regard  to  the  general  question,  it  had 
b^en  brought  forward  merely  for  poli* 
ttcal  purposes ;  and  he  was  persuaded  that 
the  great  body  of  the  Catholics  were  not 
disposed  to  agitate  a  question  where  they 
could  not  hope  to  succed.  The  noble  lord 
who  opened  the  debate  had  averted  to  the 
treaty  of  Limerick.  That  treaty  was  made 
subject  to  the  confirmation  of  pariiament^ 
which  had  confirmed  it  merely  as  far 
as  it  had  thought  proper.  But  it  had  been 
infringed  by  the  other  side  ;  for  one  great 
object  was  to  keep  the  army  in  ihe  country^ 
and  yet  it  went,  abroad  and  served  the 
enemy.  He  denied  that  the  minister 
could  have  given  any  pledge  to  the  Ca- 
tholics that  these  claims  should  be  granted. 
No  minister  could  pledge  himdeli  to  pro- 
cure the  sanction  of  parliament,  indeed 
he  heard  that  the  very  reverse  had  beea 
stated  ;  that  a  reverend  gentleman  bad 
put  the  question  while  the  measure  of  the 
TJnion  was  in  agitation.  Whether  it  was 
intended  to  remove  thedisabiiitiesof  the  Ca- 
tholics ?  and  that  the  answer  was.  That  there 
was  no  such  intention  ;  that  lord  Farnham 
had  made  a  speech  in  the  House  of  Lords 
in  Ireland  against  the  Union,  arguing 
that  if  it  was  agreed  to,  the  disabilities 
never  would  be  removed,  as  the  English 
would  never  accede  to  such  a  measure,  and 
that  the  noble  lord  himself  published  this 
speech  and  circulated  it  all  over  Ireland* 
The  great  statesman  who  retired  in  1801, 
did  not  assign  to  him  (lord  Redesdale)  as 
the  reason  lor  that  proceeding,  the  impof- 
sibility  of  fulfilling  a  pledge  to  the  CatiK>- 
I  lies  ;  and  as  to  the  plan  of  security,  he 
had  only  to  state  that  the  person  to  whom 
he  alluded  had  declared  to  hioB^  a  few 
months  before  his  death,  that  he  had  ne 
plan,  and  that  he  could  conceive  no  plan 
whatever,  by  which  a  sufficient  iecority 
could  be  provided  for  the  established 
chnrch,  in  the  event  of  the  Catholic  clainii 
being  granted.  The  constitution  was  et« 
sentially  Protestant ;  it  could  not  bear* 
Catholic  sovereign,  and  how  much  lesae 
Catholic  mioiiter  i  He  would  aol  Uf  tht^ 
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the  ijbfmAm  doctrines  were  now  held  by 
the  Catholics ;  but  thet  thej  were  once 
the  teneu  of  the  Catholic  churchy  was 
prored  by  the  evidence  of  all  history. 
JLet  them  give  up  the  doctrine  that  'no 
onecoold  b#saveo  oat  of  the  pale  of  ibeir 
own  chorch*  and  then,  .  perhaps,  they 
might  have  a  chance  of  success  ;  but  till 
they  did  this,  they  could  not  safely  be 
trusled  with  political  power. 

The  Ltrd  Chancelhr  bore  testimony  to 
the  merits  of  the  noble  lord  who  spoke 
last,  but  he  thooght  ii  but  just  to  say,  that 
thai  noUe  lord  had  misunderstood  what 
had  been  said  by  the  noble  earl  to  whom 
be  alluded. 

The  Bishop  of  Norwch  (Dr.  Henry 
Batburst),  rose  and  said ;  My  Lords,  if  the 
noblo  and  learned  lord  who  spoke  last 
bad  been  content  4o  state  his  own  opinion, 
without  asserting  that  the  Catholic  Pe- 
tition was  brought  forward  merely  as  a 
parly  qoestionp  and  consequently,  that 
those  who  support  it»  are  actuated  solely 
by  party  motives ;  I  should  very  gladly 
have  remained  silent:  Became,  the  ex- 
pediency, the  policy,  the  justice,—!  had 
almost  said  the  necessity— of  conciliating 
the  minds  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland; 
of  gratifying  their  reasonable  expectii* 
tiom  ;  of  acceding  to  their  jnst  demands, 
■pon  prudent  and  equitable  condiitons 
for  the  security  of  the  CiVil  and  Kcdesi- 
astical  Establishment,  have  been  already 
repeatedly  discussed  in  this  House,  and 
have  also  been,  as  it  appears  to  me,  nn- 
answerably  proved,  by  noble  lords,  far 
better  qualified  than  I  am  to  da  justice  to 
to  important  a  subject:— and  especially 
by  the  noble  earl  who  opened  this  di^bate, 
in  so  copious,  so  clear,  and  so  conrlusiv** 
p  manner,  that  it  would  be  presumption  in 
me  to  attempt  to  add  any  thing  to  what 
be  has  advanced. 

But,  my  Lords,  as  it  has  been  very  much 
the  fashion  of  late  to  represent  the  ad- 
vocates of  the  cause  of  the  Catholics  as 
men  who  are  not  only  actuated,  prin- 
cipally, by  party  motives,  but  also,  as 
men  who  either  do  not  understand  or  do 
not  value  the  interest  of  the  established 
Church ;— 4s  a  minister  of  that  Church, 
not  less  anxious  for  iu  real  interest  than 
those  who  make  the  loudest  professions  of 
their  aeal,  I  feel  myself^  called  upon  to 
aay  a  few  words,  in  reply  to  so  ill-loondcd. 
ao  injoriions  a  charge : — a  charge,  however, 
to  which  I  shall  always  very  willingly 
expose  myself,  whenever  a  proper  op- 
pcrtnnitf  ucanra  of  expnessiog  my  •enti'* 
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ments  in  fnvoi*  of  the  daims,  of  so  aumer^ 
oos,  and  so  respeetabit  a  body  of  men,  aa 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  :  claims,  wbich^ 
if  granted  would,  I  conceive,  give  8<M^  't 
tional  energy  to  the  state,  and^ :  to  ^the- 
Established  Church,  add itioni|l.  safety >  ahd- 
duration :  claims^  which  in  tnany  other 
countries,  I  might  say,  in  most  countriea, 
would  be  readily  admitted,  without  any 
of  that  narrow  bigotry,  that  unreasonable 
distrust  and  jealousy,  which  thc^  hav« 
excited  in  this  united  kingdom.  I  should 
be  sorry,  my  lords,  to  have  it  thought  that 
I  am  hardy  enough  to  make  an  assertion 
like  this,  in  such  an  assembly,  withoue  ' 
having,  what  appears  to  me,  at  leaH,  suf* 
licient  authority  for  so  doing.  1  cuuld 
wish  that  those  who  entertain  a  contrary 
opinion,  would  turn  their  eyes  towards 
the  continent  of  America :  I  could  wi«{i 
ihero  to  rerollect,  that  marshal  Saxe  was 
a  Protestant,  an<l  t^at  Neckar  was  a  Pro-' 
test  ant :  I  rould  wish  them  to  call  to 
mind,  that  the  Austrian  general,  Alvinai 
was  a  Protestant,  and  that  general  Wm-m- 
ser  wan  a  Protestant:  and  it  is  not  htng 
since  I  read  wnh  great  satisfaction,  in  a 
valuable  compilation  of  documents  by  an 
(ion.  baronet,  a  member  of  the  other  Houms 
[Sir  J.  C.  Hippeslfy]  to  whom  I  am 
greatly  indebted  fur  information  on  the 
present  subject,  an  edict  promulgated  by 
the  lafe  emperor  of  Germany,  Joseph  the 
second;  in  which  it  is  laid  down  as  a 
maxim  never  to  be  departed  from,  that 
talents  for  the  due  dts.  ii  r^i*  of  the  various 
duties  of  civil  and  military  appointmenti^ 
are  the  only  qualtficatictna  tor  such  ap* 
pcintments;  and  not  tht*  peculiar  religious 
opini«ins  of  any  sect  of  Chriittisns  what- 
soever. When  I  read  an  English  act  of 
parliament,  which  breathes  a  portion  of 
the  sai^e  spirit,  1  shall  be  happy  to  retract 
my  assertion. 

But,  my  Lords,  what  is  our  conduct  to« 
wards  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  ?  Not  con« 
tent  with  ^turning  a  deaf  ear,  year  after 
year,  to  the  reasonable  prayer  of  the  Pe^ 
titioners ;  there  are  many  who  censure 
them,  and  severely  toO|  for  expressing 
those  feelings  of  disappointment  and  re« 
sentmvnt,  which  they  cannot  but  have,  in 
a  language,  (as  it  is  said,)  not  sufiiciently 
temperate ;  and  they  have  been  pani« 
cularly  blamed,  for  applying  the  terms 
« Intolerant,'  and  '  Penal'  to  those  re« 
stiictive  statutes,  which  still  continue  hi 
force  agaimn  them,  and  of  which  they 
have,  in  my  opinion,  just  causa  to  com** 
plaki  ea  harsh,  qpprearive,  uooeceasaty» 
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aDdmimerited.    I  do  not,  howeTer,  wish 
to  aggravate  their  wrongs,  by  a  iragoe  and 
•ngrv  declamation  against  intolerance: 
sdD'ieis  do  I  wish  to  weary  your  lordship's 
attention,  by  a  tedious  common  place  dis- 
quisition, upon  so  trite,  and  so  revolting 
*  sobject.     With   respect  to  the   term 
'  petel',  it  appears  to  me  a  mere  mockery, 
a  downright  qaibble,  an  insult  to  the  com- 
mon sense  and  feelings  of  a  man,  to  tell 
him  that  it.  is  no  penalty  to  be  debarred 
from    the    privileges  of   sitting   in   this 
House,  and  from  many  other  objects  of  a 
frir  and  honourable  ambition,  v<  hich  men 
of  ardent  minds,  and  great  abilities,  na- 
turally aspire  to  in  every  state  ;   and  to 
which,  in  every  free  state,  they  have,  I  con- 
ceive, a  right  to  aspire,  (whatever  denomi- 
nation of  Christians  they  may  belong  to) 
provided,  I  mean,  that  they  give  to  the  go- 
vernment under  which  they  live,  an  ade- 
quate security  for  their  conduct  as  subjects. 
Having  said  thus  much,  1  request  leave 
of  your  lordships  to  advert,  for  a  few  mi- 
nutes, to  two  or  three  topics,  which  though, 
in  some  respects,  of  a  personal  nature,  are, 
notwithstanding,  very  intimately  connect- 
ed with  the  subject  now  under  considera- 
lion.     It  has  been  repeatedly  and  pub- 
licly objected  to  me,  and  sometimes  with 
a  degree  of  coarseness  and  asperity  en- 
tirely unprovoked  on  my  part,  that  I  have 
inconsiderately  and  rashly  ventured  to  dif- 
fer in  opinion  not  only  from   those  with 
whom  I  have  the  honour  of  sitting  upon 
the  same  bench,  but  also  from  the  two 
Universities,  and  the  great  body  of  the 
established  clergy.     Thai  I   difier  from 
those  immediately  around  me,  is  certainly 
true ;  and  it  is  equally  true,  that  1  do  so 
with  sincere  regret.      No  afiectation  of 
singularity,  no  love  of  contradiction,  can 
induce  any  man  of  common  sense  to  dis- 
aent  willingly  from  wise  .and  ^ood  men 
of  his  own  profession.     There  is  neither 
pleasure  nor  profit  attached  to  such  a  line 
of  conduct;    conviction  therefore,   can 
alone  account  for  it.     It  is  however  some 
consolation  to  me,  that  if  I  dissent  from 
them,  1  agree  with  many  of  those  exalted 
characters  and  eminent  writers,  to  whom 
thev,  as  well  as  myself,  are  in  the  habit  of 
looking  up  with  respect,  and  with  vene- 
ration, and  under  whose  authority  1  shall 
be  happy  to  shelter  myself,  if  your  lord- 
ships will  pardon  the  apparent  pedaniry 
into  which  I  may  be  led  by  so  doing.    I 
lay,  my  Lords,    no  claim  whatever    to 
originality ;  no^an  argument  have  I  ever 
nrgedf  either  in  writing  or  in  speiyking ; 


Soman  QuhMe  AfMoiif.  {ISGB^ 

hardly  an  expression  have  I  made  use  of, 
whicn  is  not  tOtbe  met  with  in  the  writings 
of  Hoadly  and  of  Locke :  in  The  Liberty 
of  Prophesying,  by  Jeremy  Taylor;  in 
the  "  Irenicum''   of  Stillingfleet,  and  in 
almost  every  page  of  that  mat  map  Gro- 
tius,  particularly  in  his  Votum  pro  Pace 
Ecclesiastici ;    and    in   a  more   striking 
manner  perhaps  than  any  where,  in  a  very 
curious    and  interesting  correspondenca*' 
whkh    took  place  between  a  pious  and 
learned  prelate  of  the  Church  of  £ngland,' 
and  the  ecclesiastical   historian  Do  Pin» 
respecting  a  projected  Union  of  the  GaU 
lican  Church  with  the  Church  of  England.. 
The  prelate,  t6  whom  I  allude,  is  arch- 
bishop Wake,  whose  attachment  to  the 
Church  of  England  was  never  called  -in 
question  ;  and  yet,  in  his  last  letter  to  his 
celebrated  correspondent,  speaking  of  the 
religious  tenets,  of  the  Catholics,  he  has 
the   following  ' remarkable    expressions; 
which,  with  your  lordships  permission,  I 
will  give  you  in  bis  own  words :  **  In  Bog* 
matibus"  (says  this  able  friend  to  our  ec- 
clesiastical establishnieat)^  ^  prout  i  ta 
"  candid^  proponuntur  non  admodum  dis* 
"sentimos;    in    regimine    Ecclesiastidi, 
"  minus ;    in  fundamentalibus  sive   doc* ' 
"  trinam,  sive   diiciplinam  spectte,    vix 
"  omnino.'^     This  is,  perhaps,  going   a 
great  way,  but  be  that  as  it  may,  your 
lordships  will,  I  am  confident,  agree  with 
me  in  thinking  that  the  candour,  the  mo* 
deration,     the     conciliatory    disposition, 
shewn  by  this  venr  eminent  Prelate,  are 
widely  difierent  from  those  acrimonious 
invectives  of  which  we  hear  a  great  deal 
too  much  in  our  days  from  heated  advo- 
cates on  both  sides,-— but  that  they  are 
also  far  better  calculated,  if  not  to  make 
proselytes,  at  least  to  promote  mutual  for* 
bearance,  love,  and  esteem;  which, are, 
on  all  hands,  allowed  to  be  objects  of 
primary  importance,  as  they  most  unques- 
tionably are  virtues  peculiarly  Christian. 
Still,  however,  it  may  be  argued,  and 
to  a  certain  degree  fairly  argued,  that 
whatever  may  ha?e  been  the  opinion  of 
archbishop  Wake,  or  of  any  other  divine 
so  many  years   since,   the  two  Univer- 
sities, and  the  present  clergy  of  the  esta- 
blished Church,  are  decidedly  hostile  to 
the  Petition    on    your    lordships    table. 
That  some  very  respectable  miembers  of 
our  two   Universities,,  and  seme  equally 
respectable  among  the  Parochial  Clergy, 
come  under  this  description,  is  unques- 
tionably true ;  but  is  it  not  also  true,  that 
there  are  many,  very  many  exceptions  to. 
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th«  tnith  of  this  usertion }  B^  the  u* 
MrtioQ,  howoTer,  admitted*  for  the  sake  of 
argubenty  and  admitted  in  its  foUest  ex- 
tentt  stilly  if  it  be  brought  forward  as  a 
reason  against  the  claims  of  the  Catholics^ 
jt  appears  to  me  by  no  means  entitled  to 
the  stress  that  has  been  laid  upon  it ;  con- 
sidering the  natare  of  the  question^  ^nd 
how  very  little  competent,  generally 
speaking  men»  of  studioos,  recluse  habits 
are  to  form  a  right  judgment  of  great, 
complicate  and  comprehensive  political 
topics :  I  say  political  topics,  my  Lords, 
because  the  question  now  before  your 
lordships  is  not  a  point  of  theology ;  not  a 
difficult  passage  in  either  of  the  learned 
languages,  but  a  great  question  of  state :  a 

Soestion  therefore,  not  to  be  settled  by 
ivines,  or  by  theorists  in  their  studies ; 
however  pious,  or  learned,  or  well  inten- 
tioned;     but    by  enlightened,   practical 
statesmen,  such  as  many  are  whom  I  see 
'  on  both  sides  of  this  House. 

But,  that  I  may  not  be  thought  to  flatter 
jtbe  living,  I  appeal  to  the  dead ;  and  I 
Will  venture  to  say,  without  fear  of  con- 
tradiction, that  the  judgment  of  four  such 
men  as  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Piii,  Mr.  Fox, 
and  Mr.  Windham  carries  far  more  weight 
with  it,  upon  a  question  like  this,  than 
the  judgment  of  both  the  Universities, 
and  indeed  of  all  the  divines  -who  ever 
•at  in  convocation,  under  the  dome  of  St. 
Pauls,  or  in  the,  Jerusalem  Chamber,  from 
the  Reformation'  to  the  present  hour. 

There  is,  my  Lords,  no  man  breathing, 
who  loves  and  respects  his  clerical  bre- 
thren more  than  I  do;  nor  is  there  a 
single  bishop  on  the  bench  who  has  cuU 
tivated  a  more  general  acquaintance,  or 
closer  intimacies  with  men  of  his  own 
profession ;  indeed,  the  far  greater  part 
of  my  life  has  been  passed  among  thera, 
smdjiappily  passed ;  but  with  all  my  par- 
tiality for  them,  I  never  for  a  moment  con- 
ceived, either  myself,  or  them,  to  be  states- 
men, or  politicians,  nor  do  Ibelieve  that  the 
wiser  part  of  this  very  valuable  body,  will 
be  displeased  with  me  for  denying  their 
claim  to  a  character  which  does  not  be- 
lamg^  us;  a  character,  with  which  we 
cannot  possibly  have  too  little  to  do. 
Opiirions  like  these  I  shall  perhaps  be 
told,  (indeed  1  have  been  toM,  by  a  few 
overheated  or  ill-informed  zealots,)  that 
Opinions  like  these,  evince,  both  in  myself 
and  in  others  of  far  more  consequence,  a 
want  of  cordial  attachment  to  the  esta- 
l>|ished  Church  and  to  its  ministers.  Upon 
abia  point»  therefore,  I  wish,  my  Lords,  to 
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be  particularly  explicit,  and  in  my  situa^ 
tion,  it  is  highly  incumbent  upon  me  to, 
be  so.  If  by  attachment  to  the  established 
Church  and  to  its  ministers,  be  meant  a 
firm,  deep  rooted  conviction,  that  tha 
Church  of  England,  both  in  faith  and  ia 
worship,  in  doctrine. and  in  disciplinOt 
is  the  most  pure,  and  truly  apostolical 
Church,  in  the  Christian  world ;  and  that 
its  ministers  are,  with  very  feir  exceptiona. 
as  intelligent  and  as  irreproachable  a  bod^ 
of  men,  as  any  in  the  kingdom ;  thera  la 
no  man  living  who  is  more  cordially  at* 
tached,  than  I  am,  to  the  established 
Church,  and  to  its  ministers.  But,  if  not 
satisfied  with  this  d'eclaration,  if  I  should 
be  called  upon  by  any  one,  to  declare  fur« 
ther,  without  qualification  or  reserve,  that 
those  who  dissent  from  us  are  grossly  ig- 
norant, or  wilfully  perverse ;  that  they  are 
not  fit  to  be  trusted,  either  in  eiril  or  in  mi* 
litary  situations  of  high  responsibility; 
nor  even  to  be  believed  upon  their  oaths;; 
if  I  should  be  called  upon  to  declare,  that 
nearly  two  thirds  of  civilized  Europe* 
have  adopted  a  creed,  which  is  little  better 
than  a  tissue  of  absurdity  and  idolatry; 
if  I  should  be  called  upon  to  declare,  that 
a  Fenelon,  and  a  Pascal,  men  as  remark* 
able  for  their  power  of  reasoning  as  for 
their  genuine  piety,  professed  their  belief 
in  religious  tenets  which  have  no  foun- 
dation whatever  eith(*r  in  reason  or  ia 
scripture;  if,  in  short,  I  should  be  called 
upon  to  declare,  that  many  persons  now 
living  as  sincere  and  as  pious  Christians, 
as  loyal  and  as  good  subjects  as  the  best 
of  those  who  hear  n)e,have  also  subscribed 
to  tenets  of  such  ti  description ;  and  not 
only  so,  but  have  anxiously  endeavoured  to 
impress  these  tenetg  upon  the  minds  of 
their  nearest  and  dearest  relatives,  as  tha 
best  guides  of  life  and  the  surest  consolav 
tion  in  the  hour  of  death ;  if  I  say,  I 
should  be  called  upon  ta  make  declara* 
tions  of  this  kind  as  the  only  way  of  prov- 
ing my  attachment  to  the  established 
Church,  and  to  its  ministers,  I  very 
frankly  own  that  1  disclaim  so  exclusive^ 
so  uncharitable  an  attachment;  I  never 
professed  it,  I  do  not  fetl  it,  nor,  to 
speak  plainly,  do  I  greatly  envy  thosa 
who  do. 

i  beg  your  lordships  pardon  for  having 
talked  so  much  of  myself,  and  for  having 
presumed  to  lay  before  you  the  leading 
articles  of  a  creed,  which  I  am  now  much 
too  old  to  change,  nor  in  truth,  if  I  wera 
given  to  change,  do  I  know  where  to  go 
for  a  better  -*tbr  ope,  I  mean,  better  c^- 


eri]        H0U2IE  OF  LORDS, 

ctlated  to  promote  indWidujtl  happinett^ 
mnd  at  the  tame  time,  that  pabltc  uaion 
of  heart  and  hand,  if  not  of  opinion, 
which  if  so  loudly  called  for,  and  at  the 
present  very  serious  crisis,  so  much  wanted : 
that  real  atfectionate  union,  I  mean, 
n^ich  is  the  **  very  bond  of  peace,  of  per- 
fjfttness,"  and  an  unassailable  bulwark  of 
a^curity,  prosperity,  and  permanency  to, 
J(  verily  believe,  the  purest  ecclesiastical 
establishment,  and  the  best  form  of  civil 
^vernment,  in  the  universe. 

The  Earl  of  Buckingkamthke  said,  he  did 
not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  answering  the 
.speech  of  the  right  reverend  Prelate,  but 
to  state  the  ground  upon  which  he  should 
risist  the  motion  for  going  into  the  Com- 
Aiittee.  He  must  always  be  of  opinion, 
that  so  long  as  the  Catholics  acknowledged 
a  foreiffn  sopr^mac^r  in  spiritual  matters, 
it! would  not  be  possible  to  allow  them  to 
aiake  laws  for  the  people,  or  to  have  a 
ab^e  in  administering  the  government  of 
this  country  ;  nor  could  he  agree  with  the 
B0ble  marquis  (Lansdowne)  who  had 
sp(iken  with  his  usual  ability,  that  by  the 
qiliet  submission  of  the  Catholics  for  the 
last  ten  years  under  the  rejection  of  their 
claims,  ihey  had  substantially  removed 
any  of  the  objections,  or  established  addi> 
tional  argument  for  the  accompUshment  of 
theobject  of  their  Petition.  It  mishtas  well 
be  urged,  that  the  advocates  for  the  wildest 
.  notions  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  uni- 
versal representation  for  instance,  should 
ultimately  prevail,  provided  the  occasional 
latlureof  their  efforts  to  carry  it  in  parlia- 
pient  shoald  not  be  followed  by  the  disturb- 
ance of  the  public  tranquillity.  His  lordship 
then  proceeded  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  doctrines  and  principles 
which  had  recently  been  promulgated 
upon  the  subject  of  religious  liberty,  and 
Catholic  rights,  which  he  described  as  of 
an  alarming  and  dangerous  tendency. 
Without  entering  further  into  that  subject 
his  lordship  said  he  would  observe,  that  if 
the  rights  asserted,  existed  now,  they  must 
always  have  existed,  and  every  man  who 
had  forfeited  his  property  on  account  of 
his  religi^oos  teijeis,  had  in  that  case  been 
onjascly  dispossessed ;  that  even  th^  right 
of  the  House  of  Brunswick  to  the  throne 
would  be  shaken  to  its  foundation  by  such 
a  doctrine,  for  that  right  rested  upon  a 
principle  in  contradiction  to  this  assumed 
religioas  right,  and  was  incompatible  with 
it.*^LordBQckiDghamshirecottld  not,  with 
the  right  reTcrena  prelate,  look  at  the  con- 
4tM(^  ftffvtga  fofenuaeBta  m  ilE»idbg 
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an  esample  for  chit  cooatry  to  Mlow; 
He  eould  tee  nothing  In  the  proceeding 
of  any  of  them  which  ealled  for  our  imita* 
tion.     Whilst  they  had  tuecesaiTely  (alleo 
-under  the  power  of  France,  we  hacl  mala* 
tained  our  honour  and  our  independeoce* 
The  storms  that  had  ruined  other  nations 
we  had  weathered.      Whilst  they  were 
sinking,  overwhelmed  by  the  torrent  which 
had  poured  down  upon  them,  we  had 
resisted  its  force,  and  were  enjoyhig  a 
degjree  of  happiness  and  prosperity  almost 
unexampled.     Such  was  our  situation, 
and  to  no  circumstance  was  it  more  de* 
cidedly  to  be  attributed,  than  to  our  having 
steadily  determined  to  preserve  the  con* 
stitution  firom  the  daring  hand  of  innova^ 
tion,  and  especially  to  oppose  any  attempt 
to   violate  those  principles  which  were 
wisely  established  at  the  Revolution.    He 
trusted,  their  lordships  would  not  relax  from 
the  firmness  they  had  manifested,  and  from 
which  they  had  derived  advantages  that 
were  inestimable.     Lord  Buckinghamshire 
said  he  could  not  sit  down  without  advert* 
ing  to  a  topic  which  had  been  introduced 
into  the  speech  of  the  noble  lord  (Long* 
ford)  who  spoke  second  in  the  debate. 
He  alluded  to  the  address  of  the  Catholics 
to  the  Prince  Regent  for  the  removal  of  the 
King's  representative,  on  account  of  an 
alleged  interference  with  the    right    of 
petitioningtheirlordship's  House,  although 
It  was  perfectly  known  at  the  time,  that 
no  such  interference  was  intended.     Lord 
Buckinghamshire  did  not  mean  to  question 
the  right  of  any  part  of  his  Majesty's  sub* 
jects  to  address  the  executive  government 
upon  proper  occasions;    but  there  was 
something  in  this  proceeding  extremely 
questionable,  and  when  he  observed  the 
Catholics  just  at  the  dawn,  as  they  sup* 
posed,  of  arriving  at  the  attainment  of 
their  professed  /objects,  pursuing  a  course 
so  calculated  to  excite  alarm,  he  must  say 
that  all  the  apprehensions  he  had  ever 
entertained  of  what  their  conduct  would  be, 
if  sufficient  power  was  placed  in  their  hands, 
had  been  confirmed  and  strengthened. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  would  confidently 
appeal  to  the  House,  whether  the  present 
situation  of  the  country  was  such  as  UK 
render  it  proper  to  accede  to  the  present 
application.  To  that  part  of  the  noble 
marquis's  (Lansdowne)  speech,  he  could 
not  but  differ,  agreeing  as  he  did  most 
cordially  in  most  of  the  sentiments  that 
night  delivered  bv  him.  Although  he 
thoolfl  feel  himself  bound  to  vole  against 
tbe  uiotkm  on  the  pratent  oc€aiioO|  ht 
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ihfit  a  tine  would  come 
when  the  Catholics  wouki  ultimately  sqc« 
ceed.  He  could  uot  bat  lament,  however, 
that  the  Irish  Catholics  had  not  imitated 
the  eamnple  of  their  Eo^lish  brethren  in 
their  exemplary  and  meritorious  conduct, 
who  possessing,  many  of  them,  rank  and 
wealth,  and  with  every  claim  to  the  favour 
of  the  House,  had  yet  abstained  from  press- 
ing any  petition  similar  to  that  at  present 
on  their  lordships'  table.  If  this  question 
were  of  material  importance  to  the  present 
aafety  of  Ireland,  their  lordships  would  not 
be  justified  in  any  delay  ;  but  it  would  not 
be  believed,  he  maintained,  by  the  most 
saDgukie  advocates  for  the  Catholics,  that 
the  immediate  effect  of  the  present  mea* 
iufe,  if  acceded  to,  would  be  important  to 
that  country-  The  noble  earl  who  opened 
the  debate  had  detailed  the  services  of  the 
Catholics,  and  the  readiness  with  which 
they  would  make  every  requisite  sacrifice 
that  m\^h%  be  demanded  from  them.  He 
bad  no  mtention  to  depreciate  the  services 
of  the  Catholic  body,  nut  he  roust  observe, 
that  there  was  much  to  reprehend  in  their 
conduct ;  that  they  Imd  shewn  a  want  of 
unity  and  a  spirit  of  dissension  among 
tiiemflelves ;  and  that  by  their  obstinacy, 
nnd  their  desertion  of  former  pledges,  their 
•ondoct  was  but  little  calculated  to  conci- 
liate those  who  might  be  disposed  to  look 
with  a  jealous  eye  towards  them. 

Earl  iS|Miioer  expressed  his  satisfaction, 
chat  the  noble  earl  who  had  just  sat  down 
bad  shewn  himself  a  warm  and  anxious 
Mend  to  the  sentiments  expressed  in  the 
petition  on  their  table,  though  he  might 
differ  as  u»  the  propriety  of  the  present 
opplicatiom  He  was  bappy  to  find  that 
the  noble  earl's  view  differed  entirely 
limn  that  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
(ReduMiale)  who  delivered  his  sentiments 
^rly  in.  the  debate.  That  noble  and 
learned  lord  had  stated  a  circumstance 
which  made  it  necessary  Ibr  him  to  trouble 
(he  House  at  present.  He  had  told  their 
lordships  that  ti  great  (statesman,  now  no 
more,  had  not  quitted  his  sito^ition  on  the 

Gmnds  upon  which  the  public  generally 
iev«d  he  bad  quitted  it,  and  which  he 
most  take  the  liberty  to  say,  were  not  only 
believed  by  the  public,  but  by  those  with 
vrilora  that  great  man  had  been  several 
yeora  in  office,  of  whom  he  unworthily 
was  one.  He  had  been  six  years  con- 
nected with  that  person,  and  whatever 
•ehaee  ef  his  confidence  might  be  enjoyed 
.by  the  noble  and  learned  lord,  he  thought 
St'  would  not  be  premmption  in  himself 
(VOL  XX.) 


to-iliate,  that  he  was  in  a  situation  to  have 
so  much  of  his  confidence  as  to  be  able 
distinctly  to  declare,  that  this  was  not  only 
the  opinion  of  the  public,  but  the  opi- 
nion of  his  colleagues.  He  bad  also  the 
strongest  reason  to  believe  that  the  grounda 
assigned  for  his  leaving  ofiice  were  the 
only  grounds  for  his  doing  so;  and  it  was 
on  these  grounds  that  he  had  thougllt. 
proper  to  join  with  him  at  that  time.  It 
was  of  little  consequence,  indeed,  what 
were  the  motives  and  what  the  conduct  of 
himself  at  that  period  ;  bat  he  could  not 
help  feeling  a  regard  for  the  memory  of 
that  illustrious  statesman,  with  whomi 
though  he  had  atsome  timesdiffereddnsomo 
material  points,,  it  was  the  greatest  honour 
of  his  life  to  have  been  connected.  Tbit 
was  the  true  ground  of  the  resignation  oS 
that  great  statesman ;  and  he  could  not' 
help  thinking  that,  except  for  a  cause  oS 
such  importance,  he  would  not  have  besU 
justified  in  leaving  his  M^esty's  servicef 
at  that  critical  moment. — ^He  thought  ho 
should  not  have  done  his  duty  if  he  had  not 
noticed  the  statement  of  die.  noble  and 
learned  lord,  which  differed  entirely  from 
what  was  his  own  understanding  of  tbo 
matter.  He  would  appeal  to  a  noble  earl 
who  had  come  in  since  the  declaratioA 
alluded  to,  (earl  Camden,}  whether  tho 
grounds  wBich  he  had  stated  as  those  by 
which  Mr.  Pitt  was  actuated  at  the  period 
of  his  resignation  were  not  the  real  grounda 
of  that  resignation. — He  did  not  wish  to 
enter  into  the  consideration  of  the  Catholic 
question,  to  which  he  felt  himself  unablo 
to  do  justice  ;  but  as  a  reference  had  been 
frequently  made,  in  the  course  of  this  and 
former  debates,  to  the  -measure  of  the 
Union,  and  to  the  pledges  then  supposed 
to  be  given  to  the  Catholics,  he  would  say 
that  undoubtedly  those  who  were  conccmea 
in  that  measure,  did  contemplate  a  greater 
facility  in  the  Union  of  the  two  countries 
for  the  admission  of  the  Catholic  claims, 
than  while  they  remained  separate.  Ho 
did  not  say  that  any  distinct  pledge  had 
been  given  to  the  Catholics  ;  but  that  was 
the  conviction  which  be,  for  one,  enter* 
tained  at  the  time,  and  entert^ning  such  A 
conviction,  he  was  bound  to  profess  it.  On 
this  subject  difierences  did  indeed  exist  in 
his  Majesty's  councils;  but  all  along  it 
had  been  his  opinion,  that  the  difficufti^ 
in  the  way  of  the  Irish  Catholics  would  bo 
greater  when  not  united  with  this  country* 
and  that  the  great  measure  in  their  favour 
would  be  much  easier  carried  throngh  in  o 
united  than  in  separate  parliauMBtib  * 
(2X) 
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Lord  RedadnU  explained  what  he  had 
said  rrapectiog  Mr.  Pitt's  opinions,  and 
■lentioned  that  Mr.  Pitt,  in  conversation  on 
tils  subject,  admitted  the  difficulties  to  be 
to  nttoieroas,  that  he  did  not  see  how  to 
provide  the  means  of  accomplishing  his 
object. 

ISarl  Cdmdm  corroborated  the  statement 
of  ear}  Spencer  respecting  the  reasons  as- 
signed by  Mn  Pitt  for  his  resignation.  He 
also  stated,  that  no  specific  pledge  had 
been  given  at  the  L^nion. 

Lord  GrenvUle  rose,  and  with  consider- 
able animation  laid,  thathe  felt  the  call  on 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Pitt  in  that  House  ir- 
resistible. The  substance  of  what  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  had  said  was^  that 
lie  was  satisfied  that  other  causes  than  those 
If  hich  Mr.  Pitt  had  himself  assigned  pub* 
licly  produced  his  resignation.  Now,  he 
would  appeal  to  all,  not  only  to  those  who 
like  himself  were  attached  to  that  person 
by  the  ties  of  friendship  and  of  blood ;  to 
those  who  were  attached  to  him  by  long 
official  connection,  and  friendly  inter- 
course ;  but  also  to  those  present  who  dif- 
fered with  him  through  almost  all  his  po- 
litical life,  whether  he  had  left  that  cna- 
racter  behind  him,  which  could  give 
credit  to  an  imputation,  that  in  that 
awful  moment  of  our  public  affairs  he  de- 
serted his  duty  to  his  king,  to  his  country, 
and  to  the  whole  civilixed  world,  on  mo- 
tives different  from  those  of  which  he  had 
distinctly  made  the  public  avowal  ?  That 
Illustrious  character  was  now  dead,  and  in- 
capable of  repelling  the  charge,  lite 
noble  lord,  though  he  felt  himself  inade- 
quate to  do  it  as  he  wished,  yet  conceived 
it  his  doty  to  attempt  ^it.  He  left  it  to 
any  man,  particularly  to  the  friends  of 
that  great  statesman,  to  say,  what  other 
reason  they  had  ever  heard  him  assign. 
The  mind  of  his  departed  friend  was  pe- 
culiarly undis^ised ;  he  had  lived  with 
him  not  only  in  daily  intercourse  of  bu- 
ainess,  but  in  exchange  of  private  firiend- 
•hip ;  and  he  could  have  no  possible  sus- 
picion of  any  other  grounds  of  retirement 
Chan  thoac  agreed  on  between  Mr.  Pitt  and 
bimself,  and  which  they  had  so  stated  to 
Ihe  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  namely 
that  they  found  themselves  unable  to  pro- 
pose to  parliament,  with  the  sanction  of 
government,  a  measure  of  great  benefit, 
and  indispensable  duty ;  more  particularly 
so  at  that  importont  period.  It  was  not 
merely  the  general  question  that  they 
frere  then  to  brinff  forward,  but  the  great 
#1^00^  was*  the  tt&ing  the  time  in  all  ro- 
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spects  the  most  favourable  for  carrying 
the  measure  into  execution.  The  great 
opportunity  was  lost  by  the  misgoid* 
ed  counsels,  and  the  wicked  misconcep* 
tions  imposed  on  the  mind  of  the  so- 
vereign. An  opportunity  was  tlnis  lost 
that  would  never  be  restored.  He  did  nol» 
however,  despond  ;  he  believed  the  pe« 
riod  of  success  to  be  fast  approaching, 
as  the  nature  of  the  question  was  mose 
more  understood;  but  when  accomplished, 
it  could  not  be  expected  to  produca 
one  half  of  the  advantages  that  it  most 
have  producedi  bad  the  councils  of  Mr. 
Pitt  on  that  subject  been  followed  ,at 
that  auspicious  moment.  His  own  sen- 
timents were  so  well  known  on  this 
question,  that  when  he  came  into  tha 
House,  he  little  thought  he  should  find  is 
necessary  to  do  more  than  to  express  his 
opinions  by  his  vote :  hut  what  he  had 
lieard  from  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
compelled  him  to  rise,  and  repel  a  black« 
ening  charge  against  the  memory  of  his 
departed  friend  utterly  groundless.  Ha 
should  sincerely  vote  for  the  present  motion. 
The  Lord  ChaticeUor  said,  that  he  had 
always  entertained  so  sincere  and  rooted 
an  opinion  upon  this  subject,  that  thoogh 
he  might  expose  himself  to  be  called  a 
bigot,  he  would  never  suffer  the  motion 
for  going  into  a  Committee  upon  it  to  pass, 
without  declaring  his  sentiments.  He  was 
grieved  exceedingly  at  much  of  what  had 
already  taken  place  during  this  debate. 
He  rose  merely  to  re-state  his  former 
opinions.  The  noble  lord  who  spoke  last 
had  lamented  that  this  measure  had  not 
been  carried  after  the  Union,  and  had 
spoken  of  the  opinions  of  the  late  Mr.  Pitt- 
He  had  not,  at  that  time,  the  confidenca 
of  that  great  man,  to  whose  name  and 
memory  he  believed  he  had  shewn  as 
much  attachment  as  that  noble  lord  or 
any  other;  but  some  time  afterwards,  for 
several  years,  he  had  enjoyed  that  confi* 
dence,  and  he  could  say,  that  in  many, 
many  conversations  with  him  on  this  par^ 
ticolar  subject,  he  had  taken  the  opportu- 
nity of  trying  to  learn  from  him  what 
was  the  nature  of  the  securities  and  safe- 
guards  which  he  had  to  provide  in  casa 
of  granting  such  claims,  and  of  telling 
him  that  he  could  not  *  shift  his  foot 
from  the  solid  ground  of  the  constitu- 
tion, till  he  told  him  in  what  they  con* 
sisted.  He  would  aver  upon  his  honour^ 
with  all  due  respect  for  that  great  man, 
that  he  never  could  tell  him,  what  were, 
in  his  own  opinion,  those  securities  and 
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mifcgaftrdt  which  he  ment  to  provide  for 
the  Protestant  estaUisbnieiit.  (A  laugh). 
Nobie  lords  might  laagh  if  they  pteued* 
but  such  was  the  fact.  The  objection  he 
took  was  strengthened  by  a  publication 
of  the  noble  lord  who  spoke  last  (lord 
Gren? ille's  Letters)  in  which  there  was 
much  about  the  subject  of  safeguards :  but 
he  had  never  beard  of  any  but  one,  and 
that  was  the  Veto,  without  which  it  ap« 
peared  the  noble  lord  would  not  agree  to 
the  claims^  and  which  the  Catholics  would 
not  consent  to  mnt.  He  had  heard  of 
no  other.  God  forbid  he  should  refuse  to 
any  class  of  his  Majesty  ^s  subjects  pri- 
▼iieges  which  it  would  be  safe  to  concisde 
to  them.  But  it  was  quite  difierent  to 
discuss  specific  propositions^  and.  after  such 
a  debate  as  that,  to  go  into  a  Committee 
upon  general  grounds,  when  they  might 
only  raise  unfounded  hopesj  ana  excite 
groundless  fears.  He  anxiously  asked  to 
know,  what  the  safeguards  consisted  in; 
then  he  should  undersund  the  matter 
better.  When  he  looked  into  the  law 
books,  civil,  canon,  or  otherwise,  or  into 
the  common  praver-book,  though  on  such 
a  ^object  it  might  be  sufficient  for  a  re- 
verend prelate,  be,  for  his  part,  as  a  law- 
yer, could  not  take  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Fox,  for  whose  name  he  had  much  respect, 
or  of  Mr.  Pitt,  or  of  Mr.  Burke,  or  of  Mr. 
Windham,  as  conclusive  on  the  sul:yect. 
The  Revolution  of  1688  was  founded  on 
a  belief  that  certain  teneu  existed  which 
precluded  persons  holding  them  from 
power,  and  the  existence  of  those  teneu 
was  now  denied.  We  had  therefore  been 
guarding  the  constitution  by  various  laws, 
and  now  we  were  told  that  supremacy 
meant  nothing.  He  hardly  could  tell 
where  he  was ;  be  could  not  think  himself 
in  a  British  House  of  Lords,  when  he  heard 
some  things  uttered  that  night  He  had 
read  something  of  archbishop  Wake,  hav- 
ing himself  been,  in  early  life,  intended 
for  the  church,  and  he  could  quote  him 

£age  by  page  with  other  noble  lords. 
ie  could  also  quote  Feneion  on  some  of 
these  subjects.  He  could  hear  of  nothing 
as  a  security  but  the  rejected  Veto.  Was  he 
too  rash,  in  standing  upon  the  constitution 
of  England,  and  the  principles  of  the  Re* 
volution,  which  united  and  knitted  toge- 
ther a  Protestant  State  and  Constitution, 
and  a  Protestant  church  establishment, 
for  the  express  purpose  of  handing  them 
down  together,  with  all  their  benefiu,  to 
our  remotest  posterity  ?  Would  their 
lordships  consent  to  alter  the  establishment 
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at  the  Revolution,  by  consenting  to  a  mo- 
tion, which  could  only  create  oneasinesa 
and  disappointments?  He  might  be  called 
a  bigot,  and  very  likely  a  monk :  but 
he  had  only  in  answer  to  this,  to  say, 
"  give  me  your  distinct  propositions,  ex- 
plain to  me  your  safeguards  and  your 
securities,  and  then  I  will  most  anxiously 
consider  and  examine  them,  on  their  owa 

F rounds,  and  see  what  can  be  done ;   but 
will  not  consent  to  go  into  a  Committee, 
on  any  general  statement  of  a  petition.'' 

Lord  Holland  folly  concurred  in  the  de- 
finition of  the  noble  and  learned  lord  00 
the  nature  of   civil  and  religious  rights. 
They  belonged  naturally  to  all  classes, 
and  when  withheM,  the  <mm$  probauU  \^y 
not  on  those  to  whom  they  were  denied 
but  on  those  by  whom  they  were  refused* 
Upon    this    principle,  then,  all   parties 
were  agreed ;  and  be  was  happy  at  it,  be- 
cause it  was  one  on  which  be  bad  oftea 
been    misunderstood.     And,  indeed,  al- 
though he  ceruinly  thought  that  the  dis- 
cussion of  abstract  rights  was  generally  tm 
be  avoided,  yet  there  were  occasions,  and 
this  was  one  of  them,  when  an  under- 
standing and  concurrence  in  fundamental 
principles   was  indi»pensibly   necessary. 
The  noble  and  learned  lord  had  founded 
himself  upon  the  Revolution ;  he  believed 
that  if  his  education  had  not  been  of  that 
nature,  as  to  enable  him  to  cope  with  that 
noble  and  learned  lord  in  all  the  deptha 
of  legal  knowledge  and  research,  it  had 
at  least  disposed  him  to  regard  with  an 
admiration  surpassed  by  none,  that  great 
and  glorious  event.    The  noble  and  Jeam- 
ed  lord  had,  in  his  observations,  iibelled 
the  character  of  the  Revolution^  and  en- 
tirely misrepresented  the  causes  that  pro- 
duced it.     What !  was  it  to  be  said  that 
it  originated  in  a  dispute  between  con- 
tending secu !  Was  it,  indeed,  to  be  traced 
even  to  the  question  of  a  Catholic  or  a 
Protestant  king?    No,  very  far  from  it. 
it  was  a  great  struggle  between  tyranny 
on  the  one  hand,  and  freedom  on  the 
other ;  it  was  a  contest  between  king  and 
people.  Let  the  issue  be  searched  for  in  the . 
Bill  of   Rights,  whfeh   gave   the  death 
blow  to  that  famous  doctrine,  that  the  in- 
terests of  the  governed  were  secondary 
and  subordinate  to  the  interests  of  the  go- 
vernors.     The  noble  and  learned  lord 
(Redesdale)  however,  whose  legal  habits 
might  have  rendered  his  conclusions  mora 
correct,  had  ventured  to  assert,  that  the 
repeal  of  the  Test  Act  would  overturn  the 
Bill  of  Rights.     He  challenged  the  oobto 


and  learned  lord  to  shew  it.  Did  he  re* 
nember,  that  at  the  time  of  the  pasmg 
that  a<:t,  a  motion  was  made  to  prohibit 
any  fattire  alterations  in  its  pro?isioiM»  and 
that  this  motion  was  lost  by  a  large  ma- 
jority ?  or  had  he  forgotten*  that  when 
the  Union  itself  was  under  discussion,  a 
proposal  to  make  the  Test  Act  a  part  of 
the  Union,  was  likewise  rejected  ?  The 
noble  and  learned  lord  had  said»  that 
all  the  essential  parts  of  our  constitution 
were  Protestant,  and  that  it  had  been  se« 
cored  by  the  Test  Act.  During  the  long 
fltruffgle>  therefore,  which  had  taken  place 
in  this  country  between  Catholic  and  Pro- 
testant, it  was  not  tilt  the  passing  the  Test 
Act  that  the  country  had  a  constitution. 
The  reasons  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
against  the  motion  for  a  Committee,  ap* 
)»eared  to  him  to  be  the  best  arguments 
for  it,  and  nothing  could  be  more  unrea- 
sonable than  to  require  all  the  details 
which  might  be  there  entered  into,  to  be 
laid  before  them  as  a  preliminary  to  the 
appointment  of  the  Committee.  The  no- 
IJe  lord  who  spoke  second  in  the  debate, 
objected  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  by 
Petition.  Was  not  this  proceeding  then 
the  unalienable  right  of  the  subjects  of 
the  empire  ?  The  noble  lord  said  also,  that 
the  present  was  an  improper  time,  and 
that  at  another  period  hi)i  objections  might 
be  removed.  He  (lord  Holland)  was  ap- 
prehensive, however,  that  in  thus  wishing 
for  more  time,  the  noble  lord  was  antici- 
pating an  opportunity  of  finding  out  some 
better  arguments  on  the  same  side,  than 
those  which  he  had  urged  that  night.  The 
noble  and  learned  lord  (Redeidale)  al- 
though he  had  carried  his  warmth  to  an 
excess,  had  evidently  misundersUyNl  the 
noble  mover,  who  bad  never  intended  to 
accuse  him  of  partiality  in  his  judicial 
duties.  In  that  noble  lord's  remarks  on 
the  treaty  of  Limerick,  he  must  say,  that 
however  warm  a  foe  he  might  be  to  his 
holiness  the  Pope,  he  doubted  if  that 
Pontiff  had  ever  proted  himself  a  greater 
enemy  to  oatbs  and  treaties  than  the  noble 
lord  himself.  What  did  the  history  and 
result  of  that  treaty  prove,  but  that  the 
Irish  Catholics,  after  surrendering  their 
last  hope,  had  been  wronged  of  the  con- 
ditions in  their  favour,  upon  the  flimsy 
pretence,  that  the  sanction  of  parliament 
was  wanting  to  them  ?  Without  referring 
to  the  supposed  declarations  of  individuals, 
or  to  any  implied  pledge,  he  fell  himself 
justified  by  an  appeal  to  the  letter  of  the 
atatnu  of  th^  Union.     HeAa4  been  tlie 
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first  to  press  the  datm  of  the  Gathoiica  tn 
tl^e  attention  of  the  Hovae  after  that  event, 
end  wae  then  told  by  several  noble  lords» 
that  he  had  produced  no  petitions  to  shew 
that  it  was  the  desire  of  the  people  at 
large.  The  noble  and  learned  lord  had 
said,  that  he  never  could  extract  from  Mr. 
Pitt  his  opinions  as  to  the  securities  re« 
quired.  But  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
would  sorely  not  consider  the  silence  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  to  his  enquiries,  as  evidence 
against  his  declarations  and  avowed  opt-^ 
nions  at  difierent  periods.  As  to  safe* 
guards,  it  would  be  most  absurd  to  go  ia 
search  of  questions  for  controversy  even 
before  the  House  had  signified  or  expressed 
any  disposition  to  concession.  The  noble 
and  learned  lord  would  have  done  better  in 
proving  this  to  be  a  question  of  theology, 
than  in  sneering  at  the  right  reverend 
prelate  for  stating  that  he  considered  it 
merely  a  political  one.  The  noble  and 
learned  lord  was  astonished  that  the  king'* 
supremacy  should  hate  been  said  to  be 
not  universally  acknowledged  in  thie 
country.  Did  he  forget  or  overlook  the 
Kirk  of  Scotland,  in  which  it  was  a  fundft^ 
mental  doctrine  to  deny  that  supremacy  ? 
He  was  happy  to  fiud  that  noble  mid 
learned  lord  eo  well  versed  in  the 
Prayer-book,  and  as  he  said  he  looked 
for  Catholic  tenets  in  the  decrees  of  Ca« 
tholic  councils,  he  begged  to  aak  him. 
whether  he  had  never  /discovered  any 
thing  in  the  Prayer-book  hoetile  to  thie 
Bill  of  Rights  ?  He  believed  that  it  woold 
be  impossible  to  discover  any  thing  more 
destructive  of  political  liberty  than  the 
Homilies  in  the  Bishops'  Book,  in  wbich» 
amonff  many  other  siijiilar  sentiments,  it 
is  declared  that  the  king  is  the  vicegerent 
of  God  on  earth.  A  decree  of  the  Univofw 
sity  of  Oxford  might  be  qnoted.  in  whidi 
it  is  promulgated*  that  whoever  ahoold 
deny  this,  should  be  guilty  of  blasphemy. 
Why,  then,  search  musty  records  for  the 
decress  of  ancient  councils,  and  apply 
them  to  modern  circumstances  ?-*^lt  was 
curious  to  note  the  difierent  expedicnie 
employed  at  difierent  periods  to  put  down 
Popery.  In  Henry  e's  time,  it  was  by 
burning,  a  practice  which  prevailed  some 
time,  and  at  length,  in  Charlea  2's  reign* 
exclusion  was  resorted  to.  A  Protest 
signed  by  lord  Shaftesbury  and  many 
others,  was  entered  against  the  Ttsi  Act. 
which  pretest  ntated,  that  a  seat  in  that 
House  waaso  "  sacrosanct  a  right,"  that  no 
government  could  interfere  to  take  it  away. 
The  debates  ki  the  Larda^on  this  futiiecl 
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were  oondiieted  with  ditgracefol  heel  and 
acrimony,  and  the  Commons  eTen  pro- 
ceeded to  blows.  The  grossest  absardi- 
tiee  were  there  ottered,  and  cheered  as  the 
groundwork  of  a  superatrocture  worthy  of 
it«  Bat  it  was  now  said  the  object  of  contino- 
ing  this  law  was  to  guard  as  from  a  foreign 
power.  Even  here,  however,  there  were 
more  cats  than  coaki  catch  mice,  for  the 
test  imposed  required  a  disaTowal  of  any 
belief  in  transubstantiation.  He  should  ft>e 
glad  to  know  if  any  of  the  noble  lords,  the 
ohampions  of  the  Church,  would  have  Ten- 
tared  to  propose  this  test  to  Henry  H.  The 
whole  history  of  the  test  laws  reminded 
him  of  a  farce,  in  which  a  physician  is  ap- 
plied to,  to  prescribe  for  an  ostler»  and  in- 
quiring what  bad  been  done  yesterday,  is 
told  that  the  horses  on  the  left  had  been 
bled,  and  those  on  the  right  had  been 
porged.  *  Oh !  then,'  said  he,  '  bleed 
those  on  the  right,  and  purge  those  on  the 
left.'*— He  must  now  beg  leave  to  say  a  few 
words  with  respect  to  the  time,  and  in  sup- 
port of  his  own  opinion  that  the  present 
was  most  proper,  was  most  advisable.  For 
twelve  years  many  who'  had  professed 
themselves  friends  to  the  Catholic  claims, 
bad  as  uniformly  opposed  them  on  the 
ground  of  the  unfitness  of  the  time  when- 
ever they  were  advanced.  He  knew  this 
was  a  subject  of  delicacy,  but  the  period 
might  come  when  it  would  be  roughly 
handled  if  too  long  deferred.  Greatly  did 
he  rejoice  at  our  victories  in  Portugal ; 
but  if»  instead  of  his  brilliant  achieve* 
menta,  lord  Wellington  had  been  under 
the  necessity  of  re-embarking  his  army, 
what  might  have  been  now  onr  sitaation, 
the  French  havmg  possession  of  Cadiz,  of 
Lisbon,  of  Ferrol  ?  and  with  how  much 
less  grace  and  dignity  might  we  have 
found  it  necessary  to  concede  the  claims 
of  the  Catholics,  than  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, when  no  misconstruction  could  be 
put  upon  the  boon  ?  If  there  was  one  cri- 
terion more  certain  than  another  of  the 
troth  of  human  judgments,  it  was  to  be 
found  by  placing  ourselves  in  other  cir* 
comsunces  and  in  other  times.  What^  he 
woold  ask,  were  the  sentiments  of  ministers 
on  learning  tlmt,  by  a  Jafge  majority,  the 
Cortes  had  refused  to  appoint  a  witish 
<^cer  with  a  command  over  Estremadura, 
and  adjoining  provinces?  Did  they  not 
exclaim,  what  strange  and  extravagant 
notions?    Did  they  not  vent  their  sar- 

grise,  that  any  set  of  men,  at  a  crisis  so 
ig  with  their  fate,  should  be  so  stupidly 
bl>gotied  as  to  apprehend  any  danger  to 
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their  TeKgien-from  the  appointmetat  of  ler<l 
WelKngten?-—' Mutate  nomine  de  tn 
fabala  narrator.'  Doubtless  the  ministara 
had  condemned  the  anfbonded  and  ridiciK 
lous  alarms  of  the  Spaniards  in  Sootb^ 
America,  and  had  said  in  their  hearts,  that 
all  this  might  have  been  well  is  the  reign 
of  Philip  2,  hot  was  most  extravagant  and 
absurd  in  the  circumstances  of  the  present 
period.  Let  the  House  then  take  this 
vital  question  into  calm  and  dispassionate 
consideration ;  let  them  remember  the  re* 
corded  sentiment  of  Mr.  Burke,  that  *■  no 
free  constitution  could  ever  be  supported 
by  exclusions ;  sooner  or  later  the  govern* 
ment  must  destroy  them,  or  they  will  de« 
stroy  the  government.''  For  his  own 
part,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  avow,  that  if 
be  did  not  enjoy  in  as  large  a  degree  as 
his  fellow-subjects  all  the  privileges  of  the 
censtitatlon,  althoogh  he  should  certainly 
feel  it  his  duty  to  give  it  his  support,  it 
would  be  wittk  less  attachment,  and  with* 
very  different  feelings  from  those  which 
now  actuated  him. 

The  Earl  of  tVatmarelandnid,  that  until' 
a  distinct  plan  was  previously  laid  before 
their  lordships,  stating  the  securities  by 
which  the  integrity  of  the  Established 
Church  was  to  be  maintained,  he  thought 
it  premature  to  ask  their  lonlships  to  go 
into  a  committee. 

The  Earl  of  Moira,  in  a  short  speech, 
supported  the  motion :  be  said  that  in  all 
that  had  been  urged  that  ntght  by  the 
noble  lords  who  opposed  it,  he  had  not 
heard  one  new  objection  started,  and  in 
the  old  ones  that  had  been  repeated,  hot 
one  argument.  It  had  been  said  by  one 
noble  lord  that  the  Irish  Catholics  were 
not  generally  anxious  for  the  object  new 
claimed  is  their  behalf.  He  knew  not 
why  their  ew«  Petitions  should  not  be  ad- 
mitted as  evidence  of  their  sincere  and 
constant  wish  open  that  subject  ?  but,  in* 
dependent  of  that  evidence,  was  it  to  be 
pretended  thnt  it  was  in  human  nature  to 
be  indtflarent  V^  persecution,  unless,  in- 
deed, noble  lonh  would  argue  as  did  a 
fex-honter,  in  whose  compsny  he  once 
heard  an  amment  against  the  cruelty  of 
hunting.  Tm  lbx»hanter  admitted  that 
the  hunting  of  hare  or  deer  wai  cruel,  but 
that  of  foxaa  was  not  ao,  becauscj  in  his 
jud^ent,  the  fox  liked  to  be  banted.  He 
denied  the  necessity  of  that  praviona  stipu- 
lation on  the  part  of  the  Catholics  which 
had  been  contended  lor;  the  CathoUcr 
came  before  their  lorAbips,  not  as  Catbo* 
lica  bat «»  British  Mfajectib  t^  dainf their* 


to33       HOtSB  OF  L6RD^, 

^bare  in  British  rights*  and  the  burden  of 
proving  them  unfit  for  such  share  lay  on 
those  who  opposed  their  claim  to  it.  The 
Act  of  Toleration  had  been  relied  upon  ; 
^ut  what  was  that  act  but  a  recognition  of 
right.  Another  objection  had  been  made 
to  the  time.  He  thought  that  the  wori(  of 
conciliation  could  not  be  entered  upon  too 
early.  It  was  too  of  all  things  desirable* 
if  the  claims  of  the  Catholics  were  to  be 
acceded  to«  that  they  should  be  granted  as 
the  gift  of  our  justice  rather  than  as  ex- 
torted from  our  necessities.  As  to  any 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  those  con- 
cessions to  the  Established  Church*  he 
thought  that  such  an  apprehension  was*  of 
all  others,  the  most  idle.  He  looked  upon 
the  Established  Church  as  holding  forth 
the  best  standard  of  religious  freedom ; 
and  he*  as  a  sincere  admirer  of  that  estab- 
lishment* would  be  the  last  man  to  support 
what  he  conceived  to  be  likely*  in  its  re- 
motest consequence*  to  injure*  much  less 
endanger  it.  The  motion  of  his  noble 
friend  should  therefore  have  his  most  cor- 
<lial  support. 

Earl  Grey  said  that  he  was  confident 
their  lordships  would  acquit  him  of  any 
intention  at  that  late  hour,  and  after  such 
a  debate  as  they  had  heard*  of  rising  to 
add  any  thing  to  the  reasoning  or  obser- 
vations which  had  been  urged  in  support 
of  the  present  motion.  He  rose  for  no 
such  purpose.  All  that  he  might  have 
originally  intended  to  have  urged  that 
night  had  been  so  completely  forestalled 
by  the  most  convincing  and  eloquent 
speech  of  his  noble  friend  who  had  opened 
the  debate*  and  by  those  noble  lord:i  who 
followed  on  the  same  side*  that  there  was 
nothing  new  left  to  him*  but  to  re*assert 
his  entire  concurrence  in  their  sentiments. 
He  differed  from  the  observations  of  the 
uoble  lord  on  the  woolsack*  respecting  the 
Revolution.  He  denied  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  that  glorious  event  was  one  of 
mere  exclusion*  on  the  ground  of  religious 
jealousies,  or  establishing  upon  any  such 
narrow  ground  the  connection  between 
church  and  state;  the  grand  principle  was 
equal  rights  and  privileges  to  all  their  fel- 
low subjects.  Mr.  Pitt's  name  and  au- 
thority had  been  resorted  to  frequently  in 
the  course  of  the  debate ;  he  thought  that 
aome  of  the  noble  lords  who  had  appeared 
jaiost  anxious  to  support  the  memory  of 
their  deceased  friend*  had  not  been  very 
Jiappy  in  their  manner  of  doing  so.  One 
uoble  lord  bad  stated,  that  the  public 
moUv%  generally  assigned  for^r.  Pitt's 
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retirement  from  office  in  1801*  was  not 
the  private  motive  wjiich  had  really  ac- 
tuated him  ;  while  another  noble  lord  had 
declared  that  he  never  could  learn  from 
Mr.  Pitt  what  were  the  grounds  and  se- 
curities which  he  had  proposed  to  himself 
as  the  best  means  for  preserving  the  esta- 
blished Church  from  all  danger.  What 
inference  did  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
draw  from  this?-— With  respect  to  that 
part  of  the  question  respecting  the  Veto* 
he  should  only  say  that  that  question  mighr 
be  in  itself  a  sufficient  warning  to  others, 
not  to  be  too  ready  to  submit  plans  upon 
the  subject  before  they  had  gone  into  the 
Committee ;  as  to  what  haid  been  paid, 
with  regard  to  the  claims  of  the  English 
Catholics  not  having  been  repeated  this 
year*  he  had  to  acquaint  the  House*  that 
It  had  been  left  by  that  respected  body- 
to  his  discretion*  to  determine  whether 
their  Petition  should  be  presented  that 
session  ;  but  of  this  he  could  assure  their 
lordships*  that  the  English  Catholics  felt 
common  cause  with  the  Irish  Catholics* 
and  were  most  cordial  well-wishers  to  the 
success  of  the  present  Petition. — But  he 
now  came  to  that  which  he  confessed  was 
the  chief,  if  not  the  sole  cause  of  his  having 
then  risen  to  trespass  upon  their  lordships. 
He  had  listened  to  certain  observations 
in  the  speech  of  a  noble  and  learned  lord 
(Redtsdale)  with  the  greatest  pain.  He 
assured  the  noble  and  learned  lord  he  had 
acted  under  a  great  misconception.  He 
had  listened  with  every  possible  attention 
to  the  speech  of  his  noble  friend  the 
mover ;  it  was  indeed  a  speech  that  com- 
manded attention;  and  he  would  venture 
to  declare*  that,  throughout  it,  there  waa 
not  a  word  to  warrant  the  misapprehen- 
sion of  the  uoble  and  learned  lord.  He 
trusted  that  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
would  giadly  seize  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
plain expressions*  that  could  have  dropped 
from  him  only  under  the  mistaken  appre- 
hension of  a  very  heavy  charge. 

Lord  Kedadale  thanked  the  noble  earl 
for  the  handsome  manner  of  his  interposi- 
tion. He  had  certainly  imagined  that  the 
noble  earl  who  opened  the  debate  had 
made  a  strong  allusion  to  the  discharge  of 
his  judicial  duties*  when  in  a  judicial 
station  in  Ireland ;  but  when*  in  answering 
that  supposed  charge,  he  had  said  that 
many  of  the  Irish  Catholics  themselves 
could  prove  it  to  be  false  and  unjust*  no- 
thing was  more  distant  from  his  inten- 
tion than  to  impute  to  the  noble  earl  any 
design  of  knowingly  preferring  against 
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bim  a  charge  which  be  at  the  same  time 
aotpected  to  be  groundless*  This  he  had 
never  intended  to  say ;  and  if  tbe  words 
he  bad  used  had  given  rise  to  such  a  con- 
atractiony  he  apologised  for  having  used 
them. 

Earl  Gny  congratulated  himself  and 
the  House  upon  the  promptand  ingenuous 
explanation  of  the  noble  and  learned 
lord.  He  had  no  doubt  that  his  noble 
friend  in  his  reply  would  meet  it  with 
corresponding  good  will.—- Tbe  cry  for 
question  then  becoming  general, 

Tbe  Earl  of  Donoughmort  said,  that  as 
every  argument  which  he  bad  already 
oflered  remained  unanswered,  and  as  they 
had  been  so  well  and  ably  confirmed  by 
the  reasoning  of  his  noble  friends  who 
followed,  be  felt  it  unnecessary  to  trouble 
their  lordships  with  any  reply.  With 
respect  to  a  matter  that*  bad  occurred  in 
the  course  of  the  debate,  aud  which  per^ 
sonally  alluded  to  himself,  he  hoped  he 
knew  too  well  wbat  be  owed  to  those  who 
had  honoured  him  with  the  hi  eh  trust  re* 
posed  in  him,  to  have  su0ered  any  feel- 
ings of  a  private  nature  to  have  mixed 
with  and  disturbed  tbe  discbarge  of  a 
great  public  duty.  Nor  should  he  now 
have  at  all  alluded  to  tbe  circumstance 
itself  in  that  place,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
full  and  candid  explanation  just  made 
by  tlie  noble  and  learned  lord*  Indeed, 
when  the  noble  and  learned  lord  was  ad* 
verting  to  what  had  fallen  from  him,  he 
was  on  the  point  of  correcting  the  mis* 
conception,  when  a  term  fell  from  tbe 
noble  and  learned  lord  which  he  thought 
necessarily  plosed  his  mouth.  He  had 
oeruinly  alluded  to  the  judicial  capacity 
of  the  noble  and  learned  lord,  but  not  for 
Ihe  purpose  of  charging  him  with  a  cor- 
rupt  administration  of  It,  but  merely  to 
designate  him  when  that  noble  and  learned 
lord  was  in  Ireland.  He  had  materially 
difiered  from  that  noble  and  learned  lord, 
in  many  of  his  political  principles,  but  he 
never  questioned  the  purity  of  his  admi- 
nistration of  justice*  He  expressed  him* 
•elf  satisfied  with  what  had  just  fallen 
from  the  noble  and  learned  lord,  and  re- 
turned his  acknowledgments  to  their  lord- 
ahips  for  the  patient  attention  with  which 
they  bad  honoured  him. 

The  House  then  divided, 
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Lord  Folkestone  ppcbented  a  Petition  from 
Mr.  John  Drakard, setting  forth: 

"  That  tbe  petitioner  is  proprietor, 
printer,  and  pubiiiber  of  a  newspaper 
called '  Drakard'a  Stamford  News,  which 
is  published  in  th«s  town  of  Stamford,  in 
the  county  of  Lincoln  ;  aud  that  he  has 
recently  been  prosecuted  bv  tbe  King's 
Attorney  General  on  an  information,  e» 
qgkh,  for  publishing  in  the  said  news- 
paper an  article  on  Military  Punishment; 
and  tbe  petitioner  further  states^  that  he 
wbs  found  guilty,  at  the  last  assizes  for  the 
county  of  Lincoln,  of  tbe  charges  laid  in 
the  information  against  bim ;  and  that,  in 
consequence  of  his  conviction,  he  has 
been  sentenced  to  eighteen  months  impri* 
sonmentin  the  gaol  for  ihe  said  county,  lo 
pay  a  fine  of  200/.  to  the  Kin^  and  to  give 
security  for  his  good  behaviour  for  three 
^ears,  himself  in  400/.,  and  two  sureties 
m  200/.  each;  and  that  the  petitionep, 
deeming  himself  and  in  bis  person  tbe  prin* 
espies  of  the  constitution  and  the  secoritjr 
of  the  subject  injured  by  the  proceedings 
of  the  law  officers  against  him.  brings  his 
complaint  and  prayer  for  redress  befom 
tbe  House,  humbly  conceiving  that  hm 
thereby  acts  in  perfect  conformity  witk 
the  spirit  of  British  law,  according  to  which, 
the  House,  elected  by  and  representing  tbe 
people,  is  to  be  considered  as  tbe  people's 
peculiar  guardian  and  defence  againtt 
abuse,  from  whatever  quarter  it  may  pro» 
ceed  ;  and  the  petitioner,  in  justification 
of  the  step  he  has  taken,  and  prompted  by 
a  feeling  of  gratitude,  recalls  to  the  recol- 
lection of  the  House  the  many  former  in- 
stances in  which  the  Commons  of  England, 
assembled  in  parliament,  have  interfered 
with  e£fect  in  behalf  of  the  liberties'of  the 
subject  when  endangered  by  proceedinga 
in  the  courts  of  law ;  of  which  liberties  it 
is  highly  probable  not  a  vestise  would  at 
this  day  remain,  had  it  been  adopted  as  a 
principle  that  the  decisions  of  these  courts 
should  ever  be  permitted  to  rest  undis« 
turbed ;  nevertheless,  the  petitioner  begs 
to  disavow  an  intention  to  cast  any  imputa- 
tion on  the  jury  by  whom  he  was  tried  ; 
he  too  highly  venerates  tbe  right  of  trial 
by  jury  to  question  the  integrity  of  jury- 
men ;  but  the  petitioner  submits  to  the 
House,  that,  in  cases  of  prosecution  by  his 
f'n  Attorney  General,  on  informa- 
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lion  ex  (fido,  the  pecaliar  disadTantageB 
under  which  the  defendant  labours^  which 
which  arise  from  thepracftce  of  the  couru, 
mtt  td  many  and  jnpftrtant,  ihat  innocence 
has  but  small  cbaiiee  of  clei|pig  ttseH'; 
jwhicb  ci9Cttinttaoce,tbo  petitioner  boad>lj 
submits,  remler,  it  ?ery  ■tcesswy  tbat  tbe 
HoQse  should  exercise  a  vigiknce  aad  con- 
trool  gver  the  proceedings  in  sncb  cases» 
Ibr  otberwise  tbe  judges,  who  will  allow 
SKx  one  to  qoesttoo  or  gainsay  the  practice 
of  tbeir  coorts,  might,  under  coTer  of 
•regulations,  violaie  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  law ;  and  tbat  the  peiittoneT, 
therefore,  without  impeaching  tbe  verdict 
of  tbe  juiiy  thae  tried  him,  groonda  a  conir- 
plai nt  lo  the  House  on  the  following  circom- 
stances,  connected  with  his  prosecution  by 
the  King's  Attorney  General,  beliertng 
them  to  evinco  a  determined  hostility,  on 
tbe  past  of  certain  persons  now  in  power,  to 
the  right  of  freely  ditcussing  the  measures 
lof  goeernaient,  which  by  law  belongs  to 
-esiory  British  subject ;  and  tbe  petitioner 
prays  for  such  reJdress  as  the  House  may, 
«i  its  wisdom^  think  proper  to  grant,  and 
offsrs  to  prove  the  tratbof  his  seyeral  alle^ 
•gations  whenever  the  House  may  be 
pleased  to  call  upon  him  so  to  do;  and 
•that  the  petitioner  sobasits  to  the  House, 
•Sbat  tbe  article,  for  publishing  which  be 
fans  been  convicted  and  ponisbedj  was, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  sentences  tbat 
In  no  way  alter  the  general  import  of  the 
.whole*  copied  into  another  newspaper,  (he 
proprietors  of  which  have  also  been  proso- 
«uted  for  such  publication  by  the  King's 
Attorney  General,  bat  have  been,  by  a 
5ury  of  their  country,  fully  acquitted  of 
crimiaality;  and  tbe  petitioner  declares 
tbat,  after  a  jury  bad' thus  pronounced  the 
article  in  hit  newepaper,  for  publishing 
'Whidi  he  is  now  in  prison,  to  be,  in  all  its 
importuitpartS)  perfectly  innocent,  it  was 
signin  put  on  its  trial  before  another  jury, 
*wbo  have  pronounced  it  criminal;  the 
ffutitioner  submits  to  tbe  House  tbe  impro- 
priety and  indecency  of  such  a  proceed-* 
ing,  tondtng»  as  it  evidently  does,  to  shake 
the  confidence  of  the  public  on  trial  by 
jury,  by  opposing  two  juries  tbe  one  against 
the  other,  and  leading  of  necessity  to  the 
•conclusion  tbat  an  act  of  injustice  has  been 
Hi  one  case  committed ;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioner  duntes  to  the  House  what  was 
mlledged  against  him  oii  his  trial,  namely, 
tbnt  the  strongest  passages  in  his  publica- 
tion were  omitted  by  the  parties  who 
copied  tbe  greater  part  of  it,  and,  as  a 
proof  of  tbe  follocy  of  svfli  a  plea,  sub- 


mits that  the  extracts  were  prosecuted  by 
tbe  King^s  AttornoyCreneral,  as  well  as  tbe 
original,  which  extracts,  however,  werm 
by  a  jury  acquitted  of  the  guilt  which  ih# 
Attorney  General  imputed  to  tbem  ;  ao4 
the  petitioner  forther  submits  to  the  Houso^ 
tbat  the  information  filed  by  the  Actoraey 
General  against  bim,  did  contain,  in  aevo> 
ral  separate  counts,  the  respective  passages 
in  the  article  prosecuted  wbieh  were 
deemed  chiefly  to  evince  tbe  crininal 
intention' of  the  publisher;  and  tbat  all 
these  passages,  so  deemed  highly  eriminaU 
were  extracted  and  published  by  the  par^ 
ties  who  were  acquitted ;  and  that  no  one 
passage  which  these  parties  omitted  to  ex* 
tract  and  pobiisb  was  iaeluded  in  a  sopa^ 
rate  count  of  tbe  information  filed  agninst 
the  petitioner;  the  petitioner sobmita  that 
this  circumstance  clearly  proTca  that,  io 
tbe  estimation  of  the  Attorney  Gencrsd 
himself  the  article  convicted  at  Lincoln 
conuined  nothing  of  a  more  dangeroas 
nature  than  that  which  was  acquitted  by 
a  jury  in  the  court  of  King's-beiich  at 
Westminster ;  and  the  petitionee  foeb  eem- 
fident  tbat  the  House  will  learn,  with  great 
concern,  tbat  the  publication'pnanoonoed 
innocent  by  one  jury,  but  for  which  the 
petitioner  is  fined  and  imprisoned,  was  in* 
tended  to  inculcate  tbe  propriety  of  eflect. 
ing  that  alteration  in  the  military  law  of 
the  land  which  tbe  House  has  since  in  ita 
wisdom  effected ;  and  it  will  no  doubt  ex* 
cite  the  just  jealousy  of  the  House,  which 
represents  the  Commons  of  the  country,  to 
find  the  King's  Attomy  General  pursuing 
a  severe  punishment  tbe  publisher  of  an 
argument  intended  to  pave  the  way  fbr» 
and  to  recommend  to  tbe  public*  a  meaavra 
since  adopted  by  pariiament;  and  the 
petitioner  submits  to  tbe  House,  that  no 
such  thing  as  free  discussion  can  cnrim  if 
the  law  officers  are  to  uke  advantage  ef 
the  zealous  manner  in  which  a  dise«ssioa 
may  be  conducted,  the  principle  of  widoh 
is  to  attack  and  expose  a  long-staodiog 
but  generally-acknowledged  alNue;  aad 
forther,  that  whatever  blame  may  attach 
to  such  discussion  ought  chiefly  te  fall  ea 
those  persons  concerned  in  the  executire; 
who,  by  continuing  tbe  abase,  have  pro^ 
iM>ked  the  warmth  of  the  attack ;  and  the 
House  will  no  doubt  be  sensible  that,  io 
proportion  as  such  attack  is  likely  to  be 
efiectual,  it  -will  occasion  an  irritation  anA 
desire  of  revenue  in  the  breasHof  theifc 
concerned  in  the  abuse;  who*  ^en  if 
compelled  to  abandon  it,  will  yet  exert 
themselves  to  punish  those  by  whom  they 
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have  been  driven  to  so  disagreeable  an 
expedient;  and  the  petitioner furtlier sub- 
mits, that  the  uncertainties  and  contradic- 
tions of  the  law  of  libel,  with  the  numerous 
advantages  given,  by  the  practice  of  the 
courts,  to  the  king's  Attorney  General  in 
caMcs  of  information  ^x  officio^  furnish  ample 
tiieans  to  gratify  the  displeasure  so  enter- 
tained by  person^;  m  power^  to  the  great 
injury  of  the  subjects  right  of  free  discus- 
sion, which  the  House  is  in  a  peculiar 
manner  called  upon  to  protect;  and  the 
petitioner  states  to  the  House,  that,  by  se- 
verely censuring  the  frequent  infliction  of 
the  disgraceful  and  savAge  puriishment  of 
flogging,  as  used  in  the-  army  before 
the  late  alteration  in  tlie  law,  he  has  but 
imitated  the, example  of  the  first  officers  in 
tbeservicp,  who  have,  in  publications  given 
by  them  to  the  worlds  described  such 
punishment  in  glowing  laiiguage,  as  de« 
structiveof  our  military  strenjgth,  and  inju- 
rious to  our  national  character:  These 
ofiicers  have  deemed  it  their  duty  to  en- 
large nn  the  horrible  and  disuru«»ing  cir- 
cumstances attending  military  flogging, 
in  order  to  raise  public  indignation  against 
its  continuance :  they  have  specified  parti* 
cular  regiments  as  the  worst  in  the  service, 
and  have  attributed  their  inferiority  to 
flogging:  they  have  alluded  to  others  as 
the  best,  and  have  traced  their  pre-emi- 
nence to  exemption  from  flogging:  In 
short,  they  have  done  all  that  the  petitioner 
has  done,  but  they  have  not  been  fined 
and  imprisoned,  they  have,  on  the  con- 
trary, been  raised  to  the  highest  honours 
of  their  profession ;  and  the  petitioner  ap- 
peals to  the  House  whether  it  be  consis- 
tent with  the  principles  of  the  British  con- 
stitution, that  what  is  deemed  laudable  in 
persons  of  high  rank  shall  be  held  criminal 
in  one  of  inferior  station :  It  was  stated  by 
t^e  king^s  Attorney  General  to  be  truly 
laughable  for  the  printers  of  newspapeni 
to  expect  that  the  same  credit  should  be 
given  to  their  motives  whivh  was  justly  due 
to  the  intentions  of  general  officers ;  but 
the  House  deriving  its  existence  from  the 
people,  and  of  whom  it  has  been  said  by  a 
respected  statesman,  *'  the  virtue,  spirit, 
ana  essence  of  which,  consists  in  its  being 
the  express  image  of  the  feelings  of  the 
nation,"  will  deem  itself  called  upon  to 
protect  the  people  from  the  effects  of  so 
unconstitutional  a  maxim  ;  and  the  House 
will  doubtless  learn  with  grea(  concern, 
that  the  judge  who  presided  at  the  trial  of 
ihe  petitioner  countenanced  and  supported 
this  principle,  so  utterly  repugnant  to  the 
(V0L.5CX.) 
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spirit  of  freedom ;  and  farther,  laid  it 
down  to  the  jury  that  the  measures  of  the 
government  were  not  to  be  censured  oi^t 
of  parliament;  and  that  the  petitioner,  as 
the  citizen  of  a  free  state,  protests  against 
this  doctrine,  as  subversive  of  his  legal 
rights,  which  he  is  determined  to  uphold 
at  all  hazards,  in  humble  imitation  of  the 
patriots  of  former  times,  who  in  defiance' 
of  prosecutions  and  punishments,  main- 
tained those  immunities  which  by  law 
belong  to  the  subject,  but  which  by  law- 
yers have  been  frequently  questioned  and 
endangered ;  and  the  petitioner  recalls  to 
the  recollection  of  the  House  that  those 
blessings  which  afford  persons  in  power 
a  subject  for  panegyric,  have  only  been 
attained  after  a  hard  struggle  with  the 
existing  authorities,  and'  that  the  indi- 
viduals most  inslrunieutal  in  attaining 
them  have  generally  incurred  the  fate  of 
the  petitioner,  by  the  voice  of  the  judges; 
and  the  petitioner  farther  submits  to 
the  House  that  it  was  falsely  represented 
to  his  jury  for  the  purpose  of  prejudicing 
their  minds  against  him,  that  he  had  mam* 
fested  an  attachment  to  the  cause  and  per- 
son of  the  enemy  of  his  country,  Napoleoa 
Buonaparte ;  the  petitioner  did,  in  conse- 
quence, bring  forward,  in  an  affidavit 
made  by  him  in  mitigation  of  punishment^ 
numerous  and  convincing  proofs  to  the 
contrary;  and  tbai  the  said  Napoleoa 
Bnonapart6  had  ever  been  held  out  to 
abhorrence  in  the  petitioner's  newspaper, 
as  the  foe  of  liberty  and  of  human  happi- 
ness; and  in  consequence  of  eertain  other 
charges  falsely  brought  against  the  peti- 
tioner, he  further  proved  in  his  afE davit, 
by  extracts  from  his  newspaper,  that  ha 
was  warmly  attached  to,  and  had  ever  in- 
cuf^ated  a  high  respect  for  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  government,  including  the 
kingly  office  as  one  of  its  moat  essential 
parts;  and  in  contradiction  to  other 
calumnies  urged  against  the  petitioner  to 
his  jury,  and  which  no  doubt,  had  the 
effect  of  unduly  prejudicing  their  minds 
against  him,  his  counsel  being  by  the  prac- 
tice of  courts  denied  leave  to  refute  them 
at  the  time,  the  petitioner  further  proved  in 
bisaffidavit  by  extracts  from  his  newspaper 
that  he  was  no  common  libeller,  that  the 
liberty  of  the  press  had  never  been  disho- 
noured in  his  hands,  but  that  the  discussion 
in  hit  newspaper  bad  ever  been  conducted 
in  ahlim partial  manner,  according  to  the  pe- 
titioner's sincere  conviction,  with  regard  to 
pecuniary  profit ;  and  the  House  will  leant 
with  serprise  that  thii  affidavit,  containinff 
(2Y) 
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passages  in  reprobation  of  the  relentless 
despotism  which  now  oppresses  Barope, 
iikdoced  the  judges  of  the  court  of  King's 
Bench,  when  parsing  sentence  on  the  pe- 
tit ioner^  to  accose  him  of  a  new  and  on- 
heard  of  offence,  the  offence  of  hariog 
published  libels  against  an  alien  power, 
with  whom  this  country  is  now  at  war  ; 
and  that  the  House  must  be  sensible  that 
this  charge  cannot  be  warranted  by  law,  and 
the  petitioner  appeals  against  the  injustice 
of  accusing  him  when  on  bis  trial  of  being 
a  friend  to  Buonaparte,  and  in  consequence 
of  his  refuting  the  calumny,  charging  him 
when  brought  op  to  be  sentenced,  with 
libelling  that  person  :  and  that  the  House 
will  perceive  that  the  judges  of  the  court 
of  King's  Bench,  by  accusing  the  peti- 
tioner of  having  libelled  the  enemy,  in- 
asmuch as  he  has  disapproTed,  in  strong 
language,  of  the  despotic  principles  prac- 
tised by  the  government  of  France,  have 
declared  their  opinion  as  to  what  consti- 
tutes the  crime  of  libelling,  which  opinion 
doubtless  regulates  the  charges  given 
by  them  to  juries  when  questions  of 
libel  came  before  them;  and  the  peti- 
tioner submits  that  this  declaration  con- 
tains a  sentence  of  death  against  free  dis- 
cussion, for  if  it  be  libelling  to  censure  so 
gross  a  tyranny  as  that  exercised  by  Buo- 
kiaparte,  what  hope  is  left  that  we  shall 
be  permitted  to  expose  the  faults  of  our 
own  government;  and  if  we  have  no  such 
permission,  how  can  we  be  said  to  pos- 
sess the  right  of  free  discussion  ;  and  the 
petitioner  further  submits  to  the  tio^se, 
that  the  opinions  of  the  judges  are  con- 
veyed to  juries  in  verv  strong,  and  fre- 
quently in  passionate  language,  which  is 
calculated  to  overawe  the  minds  of  those 
to  whom  it  is  addressed,  and  that  if  juries 
shall  by  any  meao^i  be  induduced  to  con- 
form their  verdicts  to  the  sentiment  con- 
veyed from  the  bench,  when  the  petitioner 
was  sentenced  ;  namely,  that  it  is  libellous 
to  censure  tyranny,  even  in  an  enemy  ; 
it  is  very  possible  thai  a  person  >n  ^^e  pe- 
titioner's situation  shall  be  severely  pu- 
nished for  rendering  an  essential  service  to 
his  country,  and  to  the  cause  of  truth  and 
virtue  ;  and  that  the  House  will  regard 
this  possibility  with  extreme  concern,  for 
what  effect  must  it  have  on  the  public 
mindi  to  know  that  individuals  are  liable 
to  hea?y  fine  and  imprisonment  for  doing 
that  which  common  sense,  religion,  and 
morality  will  justify  ?  Yet,  while  the  pre- 
sent interpretations  of  the  law  of  libel  are 
persisted  in^  it  cannot  be  pretendedj  that 
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to  pnblish  what  is  called  a  libel  if ^  ia  ever^ 
case,  a  moral  crime  ;  and  that  the  peti* 
tioner  doth  instance  to  the  House,  as  % 
proof  of  what  he  avers,  the  case  of  a  per* 
son  recently  prosecuted  by  the  Attorney 
General,  on  an  information  Er  Officio^  for 
libel ;  This  person  was  told  by  the  present 
lord  chief  justice  of  the  court  of  King's 
Bench,  that  his  poblic:ation  was  not  less 
calumnioQs,  and  consequently  not  less 
guilty,  because  it  might  be  true :  Bu|, 
when  brought  up  to  receive  the  sentence 
of  the  court,  it  was  declared  from  the 
bench,  that,  if  the  libel  of  which  he  stood 
convicted  were  true,  it  would  prove  the 
individual  libelled,  who  was  at  that  time  m 
member  of  the  administration,  to  be  unfit 
to  enter  the  presence  of  his  sovereign, 
and  indeed  unworthy  of  honourable  sq« 
ciety  ;  and  that  the  petitioner  need  not 
point  out  to  the  House  the  extreme  bard- 
ship  of  refusing  an  accused  individual 
permission  to  prove  the  truth  of  his  pnb* 
Iication#  while  the  absence  of  proof  to  that 
effect  is  urged  against  him  to  justify  the 
severity  of  his  punishment :  Neither  will 
the  petitioner  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  by -dwelling  upon  that  perversion 
of  languaffe,  and  violation  of  moral  feel« 
ing,  included  in  pronouncing  an  indivi* 
dual  guilty  of  crime,  who  has  exposed  in 
his  proper  character  an  unworthy  servant 
of  bis  sovereigi),  whose  counsels  are  mis* 
chief,  and  whose  presence  is  pollution; 
and  the  petitioner  further  states,  that  he  is 
extremely  desirous  to  conform  to  the  law« 
as  well  in  the  management  of  his  news* 
paper  as  in  every  other  part  of  his  eon- 
duct  ;  but  that  the  uncertainties,  contra- 
dictions, and  absurdities  of  the  \%m  of 
libel,  as  explained  by  the  judges,  leave 
him  in  utter  ignorance  of  what  may  or 
may  not  be  safely  published :  Mot  only 
have  different  judges  given  different  and 
conseouently  false  i*nterpretations  of  the 
>aw  or  libel,  but  even  the  same  jud^e  has 
differed  from  himself  at  different  times; 
By  the  present  lord  chief  justice  of  the 
court  of  King's  Bench,  it  has  been  laid 
down  ^  law,  that  there  is  no  impunity  to 
any  one  who  shall  violate  individual  Feel* 
ings,  or  render  the  person  or  abilities  of 
another  ridiculous ;  a  definition  as  intel- 
ligible as  it  is  sweeping,  and  which  at 
once  reduces  the  right  of  discussion  to  a 
oon* entity,  but  which  cannot,  by  the  im* 
perfect  understanding  of  the  petitioner,  be 
reconciled  with  the  principle  of  another 
maxim  declared  by  the  same  learned  and 
noble  judge  to  a  jury  ;  namely,  thstacer- 
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tain  class  of  peraoni  ctlled  author)  inay 
Yery  safely  and  properly  be  held  up  to 
JQst  ridicule  ;  and  that  it  is  for  the  inte- 
rests of  society  and  go?ernmeiit  that  their 
works  should  be  fairly  examined,  and 
praise,  censure,  or  sarcasm,  applied  ac- 
cording to  their  merits :   The  petitioner 
claims  the  benefit  of  this  liberal  principle 
on  behalf  of  such  discussion  as  applies  to 
rulers  and  to  covernments ;  and  he  com- 
plains to  the  House  that  he  has  been  tried 
and  punished  by  a  law  which,  instead  of 
being  plain  to  the  meanest  capacity,  is 
involved  in  inconsistency  and  aosurdfity ) 
and  that  the  petitioner,  by  brineinff  these 
lacts  under  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
conceives  that  he  has  acquitted  himself  of 
<  duly  ;  be  entertains  no  feeling  of  impa- 
tience under  his  fate,  being  more  than 
compensated  for  iu  hardships  by  the  be- 
lief tuat  his  exertions  have  done  much  to- 
wards abolishing  a  horrible    Species    of 
punishment,  which  disgusts  the  Hatidn^l 
feelings,  while  it  disgraces  the  national 
character,  which  debases  ihii  ai'my  whith 
it  is  intended  to  reform,  which  places  mail 
on  a  footing  with  the  bea)H  th^C  periifheth, 
And  converts  a  land  of  superior  freedom 
and  humanity  Into  the  last  asyluih  for  the 
system  of  torture,  which  has  been  banish- 
ed from  continental  Europe ;   and  that, 
while  day   by  day  facts  ^re*  transpiring 
which  place  beyond  a  doubt  the  injurious 
effects  of  the  savage   punishment  which 
the  petitioner  has  condemned,  while  the 
most  distinguished  officers  in  th^  service 
are  raising  their  voices  a^inst  it,  while 
lihe  legislature  is  interfermg  to  do  away 
with  It  by  degrees,  the  petitioner  aa- 
dresses  the  House  from  the  prison  to  which 
tie  has  been  sent  for  engaging  in  the  good 
work ;  he  has  been  sentenced  to  undergo 
a  heavy  punistiment^or  publishing  an  ar- 
ticle^  which,  in  all  its  essential  parts,  has 
been  acquitted   by  a  jury ;  he  has  beeii 
convicted  under  a  charge  of  being  the 
friend  and  advocate  of  the  enemy,  and  he 
has  been  punished  under  a  charge  of  li- 
belling the  enemy  ;  in  fine,  he  has  been 
convicted  of  libelling,  an  act  which  may 
'^merit  praise  instead  of  punishment,  and 
he  has  been  tried  under  a  law  which  as- 
sumes new  shapes  for  every  case,  and  con* 
cerning  which  nothing  is  certain  but  its 
uncertainty  ;  fidiid  that  these  circumstances 
form  the  ground  of  the  petition  and  com- 
plaint which  the  petitioner  humbly  pre- 
fers ;  and  the  petitioner  humbly  entreats 
the  House  to  take  the  prcihises  mto  their 
aerious  and  favourable  conrideration,  and 
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gritii  hiih  such  irediess  as  his  case  may 
admit  6f/' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petition  op  Mr.  Ouvka  against  thb 
Directors  o^  the  East  India  Company.] 
Mr.  Peter  Moore  presented  a  Petition 
from  James  Oliver,  esq.  late  a  colonel  in 
the  service  of  the  East  India  Company* 
under  the  presidehcy  of  Fort  Si.  George^ 
setting  forUi: 

"  That  (He  petitioner  entered  into  the 
service  of  the  East  India  Company  in  the 
year  176d,  slnd  6ontiiiued  in  the  Madras 
army  until  the  year  18()C,  at  which  last- 
mentioiled  d^te  he  gi-aaually  obtained  the 
ratik  of  colonel ;  that,  during  the  long 
period  of  his  service,  an  interval  of  thirty- 
»\±  years,  he  had  been  in  constant  em- 
ploy lAent,  and  had  been  engaged  in  four- 
teen general  actions,  thirty  cannonades, 
and  was  at  the  reduction  of  twenty-six 
forts,  inan^  6f  which  were  taken  by  as- 
sault^ and  that  he  was  appointed  to  and 
employed  from  January  1  d02  to  July  1803 
ih  the  civil  knd  tnilitary  government  of 
thl^  Molucca  Islands  in  the  eastern  seas 
Captured  from  the  Dutch ;  and  in  the  year 
IS05,  he  returned  to  England  for  the  be- 
nefit of  his  health ;  and  that  complaints 
againsvhim  were  put  forth,  in  a  letter 
from  the  court  of  directors  to  the  Madras 
government,  bearing  date  the  13th  of 
February  1804,  charging  principally,  that, 
while  in  the  civil  government  au J  military 
command  of  the  Moluccas,  the  pelitiooer 
bad  been  concerned  in  the  purchase  of  a 
certain  quantity  of  spices  with  an  £uro- 

Kean  inhabitant  of  the  island  ;  next,  that 
e  had  an  interest  in  a  cargo  of  European 
goods  sent  there  for  sale,  which  had  given 
rise  to  an  alledged  arbitrary  act,  on  hi« 
part,  preventive  of  the  fair  sale  of  other 
European  articles  composing  the  invest- 
ment of  the  officers  belonging  to  two  of 
the  Company's  ships,  and  consequently 
prejudicial  to  those  officers';  and,  lastly, 
that  he  had  prematurely  delivered  up  to 
the  Dutch  the  islands  entrusted  to  bis 
government  i  and  that  a  Committee  be*  ^ 
ing  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  investi- 
gating these  matters,  the  said  Committee 
assembled  on  the  Uh  day  of  August  ISO^, 
and  proceeded  to  examine  witnesses  io 
support  of  the  matters  submitted  to  them^ 
and  continued  their  sittings  for  the  space 
of  a  month  and  upwards,  when  at  thia 
latter  period,  and  under  circumstances  to 
which  considerable  suspicion  attaches,  and 
notwithstanding   the    instruction    under 
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wnich  they  were  bound  to  act,  that  the 
accused  should   be  acquainted,  tn  limine, 
with  the  nature  and  full  extent  of  the  ex- 
ceptions taken  at  his  conduct  in  the  pre. 
mises,  the  j^overnmeiit  of  Fort  St.  George 
sent  fresh  articles  of  accusation  against  the 
petitioner,  and  required  the  Committee  to 
proceed  thereon;  and   that  the  new  cri- 
minatory matters  depended  solely  on  the 
assertion  of  an  individual  of  the  name  of 
William  Bett\s  and  were  sunmitted  in  the 
form  of  a  letter  forwarded  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Fort  St.  George  after  the  writer  of 
the  said  letter  had  been  dismissed   from 
the  Company's  service  by  the  sentence  of 
a  court  mariial,  and  after  he  had   already 
embarked  and  was  on  hi»  passage;  and 
that  the  Committee  was  detained  for  seve- 
ral weeks  until  the  18th  day  of  February 
1805,  when  the  petitioner  was  allowed  to 
urge  certain  matters  in  his  own  behalf; 
dnd  about  the  end  of  the  same  month, 
the  Committee   made  their  Report  to  the 
gOTernment  of  Fort  St.  George ;  and  that 
the  petitioner  not  being  suspended  at  the 
time  of  making  such  report,  or  being  made 
acquainted    with    any    proceedings    in- 
tended to  be  instituted  against  him  there- 
upon, although  he  had  reason  to  appre- 
hend that,  from  the  direction  of  the  court 
of  directors  in  the  event  of  such  report 
being   unfavourable^  he  should    be  sus- 
pended the  service  ;  he  had  consequently 
erery  reason  to  conclude  the  report  was 
not  unfavourable  in  its  general  tendency ; 
and  that  a  copy  of  the  said  report  was 
respectfully,  but  in  vain,  requested  by  the 
petitioner  within  a  reasonable  time,  and  he 
Deing  then  in  a  state  of  great  debility, 
obtained  permission  (after  being  obligad 
to  execute  certain  securities),  to  embark 
for    England;     and   that    having  arrived 
here  early  in  September  1806,  he  reported 
hit  arrival  to  the  court  of  directors ;  and 
having  on  the   1st  of  October  following, 
received  a  notice  that  the  said  court  was 
about  to   proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
his  case,  the  petitioner,  the  )>etter  to  ena- 
ble himself  to  make  his  defence,  made  re- 
peated applications    for   a  copy  of  the 
aforesaid   report,  but  without  efiect;  and, 
on  the  27th  of  November  following,  the 
said  court  of  directors  made  communica- 
tion in  form  to  the  petitioner,  that  (hey 
htfd  dismissed  him  their  military  service ; 
and  that  the  determination  of  the  court  of 
directors  has  been  since  published  to  the 
King's   and   their  own    army  in    India, 
•iatiog  that  the  petitioner  was  dismissed 
from  the  service  of  the  Company  for  grow 


FMum  qfMr.  Oliver. 


[690 


violation  of  trust  reposed  in  him  whilst 
commanding    officer    of    the     Molucca. 
Islands  :  and  that  such  dismissal  does  not 
appear  to  have  originated  from  any  breach 
of  military  duty,  but  for  an   oflence  aU. 
ledged  to  have  been  committed  by  the 
petitioner  in  a  civil  capacity,  as  a  minis- 
terial   officer  of  th«*  Company,  in  which 
capacity  the  petitioner  can<clear]y  prove, 
that  he  made  a  saving  to  his  honouurable. 
employers  of  303,404-/.   sterling,  tn  the 
short  space  of  eighteen  months ;  and  the 
measure  was  not  sanctioned  by  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  court  martial :  this  power  is. 
submitted  to  the  House  as  usurped  by  the 
East  India  Company,  not  only  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  articles  of  war.  but  also 
to  the  subsequent  statute,  expressly    re- 
serving to  the  King  the  right  of  making 
rules   for  the    government    of  the  East 
India  Company's  armies ;    and  that  the 
petitioner,  having  been  denied  all  accesa 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  o£ 
Enquiry  at  Madras,  and  to  their  ultimate 
report,  and  6nding,  from  the  best  legal 
information  he  could  obtain,  that  there 
was  no  process  to  compel  the  said  court 
of  directors  to  deliver  to  him  the  copies 
of  the  said  proceedings,  or  the  report  upon 
which  they   had   been   founded,  he   ad- 
dressed a  memorial  to  the  commissioners 
for  the  affairs  of  India,  commonly  denomi- 
nated the  Board  of  Controul,  but  was  in- 
formed, throush   the  secretary    of   tliat 
Board,  that   the  commissioners  had  not 
any  controul  over  th«^  subject  matter  of 
his  memorial ;    and   that  the    petitioner 
therefore  humbly  re-asserts  that  the  court 
of  directors  of  the  East  India  Company, 
of  the  year  1806-7,  have  acted  in  contra- 
vention to  the  act  of  parliament  made  and 
provided  for  the  better  government  of  the 
Company's  army  in  l;idia,  by  dismis<iing 
him  thtrrefrom  without  a  legal  trrtl  by  a 
competent  court ;    and   that  they    have 
hereby  assumed  inordinate  power,  and  de- 
prived him  of  the  honours  and  comforts 
to  which  he  was  justly  entitled,  from  hia 
many  and  great  exertions;   and  praying 
the  House  to  .take  his  case  into  considera- 
tion, and  to  grant  such  further  relief  in. 
the  premises  as  to  them  shall  seem  fit. 

Mr.  Wallace  said  the  court  of  directors 
had  certainly  a  right  lo  dismiss  their  ser- 
vants; this  gentleman  was  charged  with 
having  been  engaged  in  commercial  trans- 
actions while  he  was  governor  of  the  Mo- 
lucca Islands,  contrary  to  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  Company.  He  had  also 
before  been  dismissed  for  lending  money 
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to  the  nalive  .princes  at  the  usurious  in- 
terest of  56  per  cent. 

Mr.  Asleli  said  the  petitioner  had  been 
repeatedly  accused  and  convicted  of  of- 
fences against  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
the  Company. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  said  he  understood  that 
during  the  I4>  months  the  petitioner  was 
governor  of  the  Moluccas,  he  had  reduced 
the  Company's  expences  1,140,000  dol- 
lars, and  he  was  now  in  a  starving  state.— 
The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

French  Prisoners  of  War.]  Mr. 
Christie^  from  the  Transport  Board,  pre- 
sented at  the  bar  several  papers  relative  to 
the  prisoners  in  Dartmoor  Prison. 

Mr.  Rose  said  these  papers  were  pre- 
sented in  consequence  of  a  noble  lord 
(Cochrane)  who  he  was  sorry  not  to  see 
then  in  his  place,  having  asserted,  that  the 
prisoners  confined  inr  that  prison,  bad  died 
flirty  and  forty  in  a  week.  The  fact  was 
quite  otherwise,  for  at  no  time  hot  one, 
which  wfas  about  two  years  ago,  had  there 
been  any  extraordinary  mortality  among 
the  prisoners.  That  one  time  was  in  con- 
sequence of  some  French  prisoners  being 
sent  there,  who  had  been  landed  from  the 
West  Indies,  and  who  brought  over  with 
them  an  infectious  disorder,  which  was 
however  by  skilful  medical  practice  sub- 
dued in  about  a  fortnight,  and  the  pri- 
soners had  ever  since  been  remarkably 
healthy.  It  had  been  also  asserted  that 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  filth  and  dirt  in 
the  prison,  but  the  reverse  was  the  case ; 
and  there  was  a  stream  ran  through  the 
prison  of  aa  pure  water  as  any  in  ^gland. 

Mr.  T^rwhiti  explained  some  misconcep- 
tions with  regard  to  himself  that  seemed  to 
have  gone  abroad.  He  sUted  that  the 
soil  from  the  prison  in  question  was  carried 
off  through  his  lands  at  his  own  expence. 

Sir  C  FolCt  as  the  subject  had  been  men- 
tioned, hoped  the  House  would  come  to 
some  resolution  expressive  of  their  appro* 
bation  of  the  conduct  of  the  managers  of 
that  prison  towards  the  French  prisoners 
in  custody  there.  Of  20,000  prisoners  there 
were  at  this  moment  only  300  sick-^a 
circumstance  which  merited  attention  and 
public  thanks. 

Mr.  Rote  was  afraid  it  might  be  irrego* 
lar  to  do  any  thing  at  present  more  than  to 
order  the  return  to  be  laid  on  the  table, 
and  to  be  printed. ' 

Sir  P,  Burden  could  not  believe  that  his 
noble  friend,  who  was  not  now  present, 
would  haTe  said  what  be  did  without  aome 
ground. 
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Mr.  Whiibread  bore  testimony  both  to 
the  disinterested  conduct  of  his  hoo.«friend» 
the  member  for  Plymouth,  and  also  to  the 
precautions  used  by  the  managers  of  the 
prison  to  get  rid  of  the  infectioii,  declaring 
it  to  be  his  decided  opinion  that  there  was 
no  blaifie  attached  to  any  person  connecte4 
with  the  prison. 

The  Papers  were  then  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Flogging  in  the  Army.]  Sir  F.  Bur* 
deu  rose  to  make  the  motion  of  which  he 
had  given  notice,  respecting  corporal  pu- 
nishments in  the  army.  He^aid,  the  sub^ 
ject  had  for  several  years  weighed  and 
pressed  upon  his  mind,  an4  he  at  length 
had  determined  to  bring  it  before  the  at^ 
tention  of  the  House ;  but  having,  from 
time  to  time,  heard  from  several  gentle^ 
men,  high  in  the  army,  that  govern mea| 
had  an  intention  to  abolish  the  infamous 
practice  of  Flogging,  be  had  been  induce4 
to  withhold  ^om  making  any  niotioi^ 
wishing  rather  that  the  measure  should 
voluntarily  flow  from  them,  than  that  it 
should  be  adopted  in  consequence  of  the 
interference  of  that  House.  It  had  been 
said  at  the  time  of  parsing  the  Mutiny 
act,  that  a  clause  would  be  introduced^ 
which  would  have  the  effect  of  abolishing 
this  scandalous  punishment  by  degrees; 
but  having  found  from  the  clause  in  the 
Local  Militia  act  that  that  was  not  the 
case,  he  thought  it  his  duly  not  to  lose  a 
moment  in  coming  down  to  the  House,  tQ 
give  a  notice  on  the  subject;  and  he  had 
only  brought  forward  the  case  of  Taylof 
aa  an  instance  that  something  was  naeest 
sarytobe  done.  Finding,  however,  that 
the  case  of  a  Local  Militia-man  did  not 
perhaps  sufficiently  apply  to  the  case  of 
the  general  adoption  of  the  punishment  of 
Flogging  throughout  the  main  body  of  the 
army,  he  had  given  up  that  case;  an4 
thought  it  best  to  proceed  on  the  motion 
which  he  should  have  the  honour,  befocA 
he  sat  down,  to  submit  to  ihe.  Houses 
There  were  other  reasons  which  urged 
him  much  to  come  forward  with  it  The 
press  had  been  treated  with  uncommoa 
severity  on  account  of  mention uig  the  dis* 

Graceful  'punishment  of  flog^i^ing  our  soU 
iers.  Very  severe  sentences  bad  been 
passed  on  two  public  wi  iters  for  haviog 
said  that  these  degrading  punishments  ia 
our  army  had 

Sir  M.  Wood  spoke  to  order,  and  wa» 
proceeding  to  comment  on  the  speech  o(* 
sir  Francii  Burdett,  when  » 
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Mr.  Brougham  spoke  to  6rder>  and  said, 
that  if  the  hon.  baronet  who  spoke  last  was 
allowed  to  proceed  in  that  way,  he  would 
move  that  the  debate  be  adjourned. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  sir  M.  Wood  had 
not  shewn  that  the  hon.  baronet  whom  he 
bad  interrupted,  was  out  of  order ;  be 
raustdothat,  and  not  comment  on  the  hon. 
baronet's  speech. 

Sir  M.  IVoodihen  moved  that  the  gallery 
be  cleared. 

Mr.  Brougham  then  gave  notice  that  he 
Would  constantly  move  an  adjournment  so 
long  as  sirM.  Wood  persisted  in  excluding 
itrangers. 

[The  gallery  was  then  ordered  to  be 
(cleared ;  but  when  most  of  the  strangers 
had  withdrawn  they  were  re-admitted.] 

Sir  F.  Murdett  (on  our  re-admission  intd 
the  gallery)  was  speaking.  In  the  view  that 
be  took  of  this  subject  he  was  sanctioned 
by  the  opinions  of  many  general  officers, 
4nd  persons  who  had  eminently  distin- 
guished themselves  in  the  service  of  their 
country.  Many  of  those  officers  not 
only  agreed  with  him  in  theory,  but  had 
proved  in  practice,  and^  in  the  disci- 
pline of  their  own  corps)  that  the  sys- 
tem of  flogging  was  not  essential  to  the 
discipline  of  the  English  army,  and  that  it 
Was  as  unnecessary  as  it  was  cruel  and  dis- 
graceful. Among  the  many  bright  ex- 
Simples  of  officers  who  knew  how  to  main- 
tain proper  discipline  in  their  regiments 
without  flogging,  he  thought  it  would  be 
injustice  not  to  mention  the  illustrious 
name  of  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of 
Gloucester,  who  for  the  last  three  years 
had  kept  his  regiment  in  a  high  state  of 
discipline  without  having  recourse  to  flog- 
ging ;  and  It  appeared  to  him  that  his  con- 
Suet  in  this  respect  did  equal  credit  to  his 
tibilities  as  an  officer,  as  it  did  to  the 
amiabfe  qualities  of  his  heart.  He  was 
sorry  to  be  obliged  to  state  another  most 
remarkable  instance  of  the  inefficacy  of 
pursuing  an  opposite  line  of  conduct.  He 
must  say  that  tbe  i5th  regiment  of  dra- 
goons was  a  regiment  long  distinguished 
for  its  efficiency  in  the  field,  and  for  its 
peaceable,  modest,  and  proper  demeanour 
in  every  respect,  before  his  royal  highness 
tbe  duke  of  Cumberland  got  the  cotnmand 
of  it.  Until  that  time,  punishments  of 
this  nature  had  seldom  bten  known  in  it ; 
and  it  was  a  melancholy  fact  to  state, 
that  more  cruel  pui^isbinents  had  taken 
place  within  a  very  few  months  after  the 
duke  of  Cumberland  was  appointed  to  the 
conunaiid,  thaa  had  takaa  ptate  id  tbit  re- 
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giment  ever  since  the  period  of  the  seven 
years'  war,  down  to  the  time  iri  which  he 
had  got  the  command  of  it.  The  excel* 
lent  pamphlet  of  sir  Robert  Wilson  upon 
this  subject,  was,  as  he  supposed,  in  the 
hands  of  every  member ;  and  therefore 
he  should  content  himself  with  stating,  ge- 
nerally, that  that  gallant  and  distinguished 
officer  most  decidedly  reprobated  tbe  sys* 
tern  of  flogging.  He  uncierstood,  also, 
that  the  present  Commander  in  Chief 
wished,  as  far  was  in  his  power,  to  get  rid  of 
this  ignominious  and  cruel  mode  of  punish* 
ment;  and  he  must  do  him  the  justice  to 
say,  that  be  understood  that  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  own  regiment  a  very  mild  sys- 
tem of  discipline  had  always  been  pur* 
sued.  He  thought  it  would  be  also  doing 
injustice  to  the  known  humanity  and  be* 
nevolent  nature  of  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent,  not  to  suppose  that  be  also 
felt  alive  to  the  sufferings  of  our  brave  sol* 
diers,  and  that  he  also  would  be  anxious 
to  free  them  from  the  degrading  and 
cruel  punishments  to  which  they  were  now 
exposed.  He  therefore  by  no  means 
thought  the  improbability  of  succeeding 
in  this  object  so  great  as  it  appeared  to 
many.— He  would  mention,  also,  a  militia 
regiment  which  had  been  commanded  by 
lord  Euston,  the  present  duke  of  Grafton. 
This  regiment  had  long  been  considered  as 
a  pattern  regiment,  and  many  other  of- 
ficers endeavoured  in  vain,  by  the  seterity 
of  punishments,  to  make  their  regiments 
equal  to  it ;  and  yet  lord  Euston  broughi 
his  regiment  to  this  pef-fection  without 
having  recourse  to  flogging.  The  instrui- 
Dtient  called  a  cat-o'nine-tails  was  not 
known  by  the  drummers  of  that  regiment. 
When  persons  of  such  rank  and  acknow- 
ledged merit  as  he  had  mentioned,  had 
proved  by  practice  that  the  best  disciplimi 
could  be  kept  op  in  the  army  withoot 
floggiag,  he  conceived  himself  entitled  to 
state,  thai  it  would  be  well  for  the  firtlisM 
army,  in  every  point  of  view,  if  the  ex- 
ample and  authority  of  such  men  were  ge- 
nerally followed.  With  regard  to  tbe  cases 
that  he  should  think  it  necessary  to  state 
to  the  House,  he  had  derived  his  informa- 
tion from  persons  who  were  in  situations 
that  gave  them  the  means  of  knowing,  and 
of  whose  veracity  he  had  no  doubt  He 
did  not  thmk  it  proper  to  name  his  autho- 
rities in  the  first  instance,  although  many 
of  them  had  given  him  permission  so  to 
do.  He  considered  that  naming  them  now 
might  possibly  do  injury  to  those  indivi- 
duals wiihoat  being  of  any  poblic  advaii- 
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obtain  promotion.  As  to  the  era«lty  wiili 
Which  English  ^soldiers  were  treated,  he 
insisted  that  it^as  greater  than  the  coffl* 
Bion  feeling  of  mankind  could  bear  to  wit* 
nets,  if  exercised  on  a  beast.  If  any  man' 
was  to  use  a  horse,  or  any  other  animal, 
with  sucll  cruelty  in  a  public  place,  his 
brtins  would  probibly  be  knocked  out  by 
the  populace.  After  a  yariety  of  obser- 
vations on  the  cruelty  and  inefficacy  of 
the  system  of  Flogging,  the  hon.  baronet 
toncladed  by  stating  that,  considering 
the  adyancea  period  of  the  session,  and 
the  itnj^ssibility  of  now  goiirg  into  the 
enquiry,  he  thoucrfat  It  the  best  way  to 
toove  for  an  Address  to  the  Prince  Re- 
|{ent,  which  he  did  to  the  following  effect : 
'*  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
That  his  royal  highness  will  be  graciously 
|)leased  to  take  into  his  consideration  the 
practice  of  flogging  Sbtdiers,  and  that  his 
royal  highness  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  iisue  such  orders  to  officers  command- 
ing regiments  and  corps  of  regiments  as 
Ahall  to  his  royal  higbness's  wisdom  ap- 
f>ear  best  calculated  to  restrain,  and  fi- 
nally to  abolish,  that  cruel,  unnecessary, 
knd  ignominious  mode  of  punishmi^nt.'' 

Mr.  Marineri  Sutton  admitted  the  ffn- 
portance  of  the  subject,  but  must  think 
the  statements  of  the  hon.  baronet  much 
exaggerated.  The  rery  object  proposed 
was  already  attended  to,  so  far  as  was 
consistent  with  the  military  policy  of  the 
Country,  and  could  be  madfe  useful  or  ma- 
nageable. It  was  unfair  to  speak  of  the 
effect  of  the  law,  until  it  had  been  tried  ; 
from  the  lateness'  of  its  enactment,  it  had 
not  been  fairly  tried.  Even  now,  frequent 
applications  had  been  made  to  him  to 
know  how  far  the  usual  punishment  miehl 
hot  be  commuted  fbr  imprismiment.  in- 
stances of  cruelty  bad  been  spoken  of. 
If  those  instances  were  brought  forward 
'distinpHy,  they  would  meet  investigation, 
iod  receive  punishment.  It  was  to  be 
i>baerved,  that  the  object  of  Che  former 
jnotioni  the  Local  MiliMa-man,  was  omit- 
ted.' From  the  mode  in  which  the  state- 
Bent  of  that  case  was  originally  made, 
some  enquiry  had  been  necessary,  and 
the  result  was  the  following  statement. 
The  recruits  had  been  assembled  some 
days  before  the  main  body  of  the  regi- 
ment, and  there  was  a  natural  tendency 
to  disortler.  There  were  some  reports 
tbat  the  m«>n's  bread  was  bad,  and  the 
colonel  sent  for  the  contractor'  to  direct 
Urn  to  give  better.    The  contractor  as- 
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lerttfd  ths^t  the  bread  was  good,  and  it  was 
sent  to  the  mess-table  to  be  tried.  The 
officers  were  all  of  opinion  tbat  it  was  of 
the  proper  quality;  but  the  colonel  not 
leaving  it  even  to  this,  sent  some  to  th6 
inspecting  general',  who  pronounced  it 
good.  The  regiment  arrived  in  small 
darties,  and  some  of  those  at  night  rather 
intoxicated.  The  clamour  against  the 
bread  was  kept  up  by  these  people ;  and 
loaves  were  fonnd  kicked  about  the  streeti^ 
a  proof  that  there  was  no  attempt  to  tr^< 
the  bread.  Aftf'r  this,  (be  words,  "  sour 
bread,'^  and  other  insulting  expressions^ 
were  chalked  upon  the  walls— placards 
were  hung  up— ^the  officers  were  hissed 
down  the  parade— -and  still  the  ringleader 
could  not  be  found.  The  officers,  how* 
ever,  were  afixious  that  something  should 
be  done  ;  the  spirit  was  too  dangerous  to 
be  passed  over,  and  it  was  important  to 
ftna  out  who  was  the  exciter  of  the  spirit. 
Taylor  wrote  the  sons  of  which  so  much 
had  been  said,  and  exnibited  himself  as  a 
prominent  person.  He  was  punished; 
not  for  the  song,  as  was  absurdly  said,  but 
for  the  part  which  he  had  taken.  His 
punishment  was  partially  inflicted,  and  ha 
acknowledged  its  leniency  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  surgeon.  Some  of  Tayior'a 
comrades  bad  come  into  the  room  and 
were  reproaching  him  with  faint  hearted- 
ness.  Taylor  told  them,  and  repeated  it 
to  the  surgeon,  that  he  now  was  satisfied 
that  without  discipline,  subordination  could 
not  exist ;  that  the  sentence  was  merciful 
and  his'  punishment  lenient.  So  much  / 
with  regard  lo  the  cruelty.  As  to  the 
other  statements  of  the  hon.  baronet,  he 
hoped  they  were  exaggerated.  Some  of 
those  cases  arose  from  regimental  courts 
martial,  which  of  course  could  not  come 
within  bis  cognizance;  bqt  they  might 
be  examined  into.  A  few  days  ago,  the 
Duke  of  York  directed,  that  a  regular  re- 
turn should  be  made  of  the  sentences  of 
regimental  courts- martial.  Thestatement 
of  the  desertions  was  exaggerated.  The 
hon.  baronet  had  apparently  concluded, 
that  the  whole  number  of  879  desertions 
implied  so  many  individuals.  This  was^a 
mistake,  for  the  same  individual  some- 
times deserted  five  or  six  times  before  be 
could  be  finally  prevented.  There  were 
some  parts  of  the  hon.  baronet's  statement 
which  he  had  heard  with  great  regre^ 
Such  were  those  expressions,  that  the 
state  of  the  British  soldier  was  looked 
upon  with  horror  by  other  troops.  It 
was  the  first  time  sucn  an  ide4  had  been 
(SZ) 
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most  impious, profanation  of  the  healing 
{irt,  was  exercised  principnlly  for  the 
purpose  of  renewing  the  faculty  to  bear 
fresh  tortures.  He  really  did  not  believe 
(hat  in  the  description  the  poets  gave  of 
licli,  there  were  any  tortures  e<jual  to 
what  was  called  a  military  puni^iinient. 
He  believed  the  principal  part  of  the  com- 
plaints of  the  soldiers,  and  of  the  reasons 
for  which  they  were  flogged,  was,  that 
they  were  often  dissatisfied  with  ihe  man- 
ner in  which  their  pay  and  what,  was  call* 
ed  necessaries  were  furnished.  [The  hon. 
baronet  here  read  an  extract  front  a  vi')rk 
of  Major  James,  intitled  the  "  Regiutental 
Companion/'  in  support  of  his  opinion, 
tpat  such  was  the  general  cause  of  discon- 
tents in  the  arAiy,  and  military  punish- 
tnents.l  He  had  often  thought,  that  Jf 
insteacf  of  nothing  but  punishment  for  of- 
fences however  slight,  soldiers  could 
stand  before  a  court-martial  to  determine 
what  rewards,  what  honours  or  what  in- 
crease of  pay  they  were  entitled  to  for 
gallant  services,  the  army  would  get  on 
|nuch  better.  At  present,  the  system 
pursued  was  degrading  to  the  whole  army, 

Sthe  officers  who  ordered  and  witnessed 
^  e  punishment,  as  well  as  to  those  who 
were  condemned  to  endure  it.  The  gen- 
tlemen of  this  country  were  thus  exposed 
Jto  witness  what  no  other  gentlemen  in 
^urope  were  obliged  to  see.  These  se- 
vere punishments  were  not  inflicted  for 
serious  otlences  *  only,  but  on  the  most 
tr\fling  matters  of  regulation  in  the  regi- 
ment. There  was  nothing  so  trivial, 
either  in  dress  or  equipment,  for  which  a 
soldier  might  not  be  flogged.  When  the 
fiumber  of  desertions  which  took  place 
every  year  was  considered,  and  the  pu.* 
^jshments  which  might  be  inflicted  for 
such  desertions,  he  calculated  that  five 
inillions  of  lashe;}  niight  be  annually  in^ 
Hicted  on  tbi^  account;  for  he  must  al- 
ways calculate  every  lash  given  with  a 
cat-o'-nine-tails  as  nine  lashes.  We  often 
beafd  of  how  many  strokes  a  minute  was 
given  by  a  steam-engine,  but  the  flogging 
system,  would  far  exceed,  in  this  respect, 
any  powers  of  the  steam-engine.  It  was 
ike  opinion  of  almost  every  experienced 
officer,  that  no  regiment^  or  no  soldier, 
was  ever  corrected  by  those* military  pu- 
ijishments.     The  men  who  suffered  the 

f'mnishm^nts  were,  in  a  manner,  driven 
irpm  their  rank  in  existence,  and  after- 
wards speared  heart-broken,  and  asham- 
ed to  look  their  comrailes  in  the  face. 
The' House  had  lately  expressed  iu  sym- 
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pathy  for  the  sufferings  of  West  India 
slaves,  but  there  was  nothing  in  the  West 
Indies  which  could  be  at  all  compared 
for  cruelty,  with  the  manner  in  which 
English  soldiers  were  flogged.  How  pain- 
ful it  muHt  be  to  their  feelings  when  they 
marched  against  an  enemy  wifom  they 
knew  was  never  flogged,  to  think  of  their 
own  discoloured  shoulders,  and  disho* 
noured  carcases?  It  was  melancholy  for 
them  to  recollect,  that  if  their  bodies  ' 
should  be  found  upon  the  field  of  honour, 
although  their  breasts  might  be  pierced 
with  glorious  wounds,  their  backs  would 
exhibit  the  cruel  marks  of  disgrace.  It 
was  no  honour  for  any  man  to  command 
persons  liable  to  be  flogged,  as  it  was  no  ho^ 
nour  to  command  galley  slaves.  The 
hon.  baronet  here  read  a  letter  from  sir 
Robert  Wilson,  wherein  he  stated,  "  that 
he  had  the  mortificatioi\  to  hear  a  Russian 
minister  tell  the  emperor,  that  nothing  was 
finer  than  to  see  an  English  regiment  oq 
parade,  but  that  nothing  was  more  dts* 
gusting  than  to  see  their  camp  in  the 
morning,  and  witness  the  cruel  and  in- 
human punishments  that  were  constantly 
inflicted  there.''  Mr.  Drakard,  who  waj 
now  suflering  in  Lincoln  jail,  had,  in  fact, 
very  much  libelled  the  Russian  nation, 
when  he  stated  that  they  had  copied  the 
barbarity  of  our  military  punishments. 
British  officers,  however,  found  that  they 
could  discipline  the  people  of  other  coun- 
tries without  resorting  to  the  cat-o'-nine- 
tails. The  Portuguese  were  allowed  to 
have  arrived  at  great  proficiency  in  din- 
clpline,  but  they  were  never  flogged  as 
our  soldiers  were.  The  great  Frederick 
of  Prussia  once  governed  his  army,  in  a 
great  measure,  by  the  stick  of  the  corpo- 
ral ;  he,  however,  soon  found  the  error  of 
his  system  from  the  number  of  desertions, 
and  latterly  adopted  a  very  mild  system. 
In  this  country,  the  system  of  cruelty  and 
torture  bad  been  introduced,  principally 
with  the  view  of  Germanizing  our  sol- 
diers ;  but  the  German  soldiers  in  our 
pay  were  quite  astonished  at  this  mode  of 
di^^cipline,  as  nothing  like  it  bad  been 
practised  in  Germany  during  their  recol- 
lection. If  British  oflicers  could  make 
good  soldiers  of  Germans,  Portuguese,  and 
every  other  nation  witlrout  flogging,  what 
a  scandal  it  was  to  this  country  to  say 
that  it  was  necessary  with  the  English 
alone  ?  In  the  army  of  our  enemy,  it  must 
always  be  recollected,  that  there  were  re- 
wards as  well  as  punishments,  and  parlia- 
mentary influence  was  not  necessary  to 
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Obtsdn  promotion.  As  to  the  vraeltjr  mUU 
Which  English  ^soldiers  were  treated,  htt 
insisted  that  il^Was  greater  than  the  cons- 
Bson  feeling  of  mankind  conld  bear  to  wit* 
nets,  if  exercised  on  a  beast.  If  any  man' 
fraa  to  use  a  horse,  or  any  other  animal, 
with  socT)  crnelty  in  a  public  place,  his 
brains  would  probably  be  knocked  out  by 
the  populace.  After  a  rariety  of  obser- 
vations on  the  cruelty  and  inefficacy  of 
the  system  of  Ffoggtng,  the  hon.  baronet 
l^oncladed  by  stating  that,  considering 
Che  advancecf  period  of  the  session,  and 
the  itnj^ssibillty  of  now  ^irrg  into  the 
enquiry,  he  thoufffat  It  the  best  way  to 
taove  for  an  Address  to  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, which  he  did  to  the  following- effect : 
"  That  an  humble  Address  be  prenented 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
That  his  royal  highness  will  be  graciously 
{^leased  to  take  into  his  consideration  the 
practice  of  flogging  Soldiers,  and  that  his 
royal  highness  will  be  graciously  pleased 
Id  iasue  tuch  orders  to  officers  command- 
ing regiments  and  corps  of  regiments  as 
ihall  to  his  royal  highnesses  wisdom  ap- 
t>ear  best  calculated  to  restrain,  and  fi- 
nally to  abolish,  that  cruel,  unnece^ary, 
iuid  ignominious  mode  of  punishment/' 

Mr.  Matmeri  Sutton  admitted  the  ttn- 
portance  of  the  subject,  but  must  think 
the  statements  of  the  hon.  baronet  itiuch 
^^raggerated.  The  very  object  proposed 
Was  already  attended  to,  so  far  as  was 
consistent  with  the  military  policy  of  the 
fcoontry,  and  could  be  made  useful  or  ma- 
nageable. It  was  unfair  to  speak  of  the 
efftct  of  the  law,  until  it  had  been  tried  ; 
from  the  lateness-  of  its  enactment,  it  had 
not  been  fairly  tried.  Even  now,  frequent 
applications  had  been  made  to  him  to 
know  how  far  the  usual  punishment  might 
hot  be  commuted  fbr  imprisonment.  In- 
stances of  cruelty  bad  been  spoken  of. 
If  those  instances  were  brought  forward 
distini^ny,  they  would  meet  investigation, 
^nd  receive  punishment.  It  was  to  be 
observed,  that  the  object  of  Che  former 
motioni  the  Local  Militia-man,  was  omit- 
ted.' From  the  mode  in  which  the  state- 
ment of  that  case  was  originally  made, 
some  enquiry  had  been  necessary,  and 
the  result  was  the  following  statement. 
The  recruits  had  been  assembled  some 
days  before  the  main  body  of  the  regi- 
ment, and  there  was  a  natural  tendency 
to  disorder.  There  were  some  reports 
that  the  m^n's  bread  wa^  bad,  and  the 
colonel  sent  for  the  contractor'  to  direct 
Wm  to  give  better.    The  contractor  as- 
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ftert^d  that  the  tjf-eiid  was  good,  and  it  was 
sent  to  the  mess-table  to  be  tried.  The 
officers  were  all  of  opinion  that  it  was  of 
the  proper  quality;  but  the  colonel  not 
leaving  It  even  to  this,  sent  some  to  th6 
inspecting  general',  who  pronounced  it 
good.      The  regiment  arrived   id   small 

(Parties,  and  some  of  those  at  night  rather 
ntozicated.  The  clamour  against  the 
bread  was  kept  up  by  these  people ;  and 
loaves  were  foand  kicked  about  the  street^ 
a  proof  that  there  was  no  attempt  to  try 
the  bread.  AAf»r  this,  (he  words,  "  sour 
bread,'^  and  other  insulting  expressions, 
were  chalked  apon  the  walls— placard^ 
were  hung  up— the  officers  were  hissed 
down  the  parade— and  still  the  rlngleadet 
could  not  be  found.  The  officers,  how- 
ever, were  afixious  that  something  should 
be  done  ^  the  spirit  was  too  dangerous  to 
be  passed  over,  and  it  was  important  to 
ffna  out  who  was  the  exciter  of  the  spirit. 
Taylor  wrote  the  song  of  which  so  much 
bad  been  said,  and  exnibited  himself  as  a 
prominent  person.  Me  was  punished; 
not  for  the  song,  as  was  absurdly  said,  but 
for  the  part  which  he  had  taken.  His 
punishment  was  partially  inflicted,  and  h« 
acknowledged  its  leniency  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  surgeon.  Some  of  Taylor'a 
comrades  had  come  into  the  room  and 
were  reproaching  him  with  faint  hearted- 
ness.  Taylor  told  them,  and  repeated  it 
to  the  surgeon,  that  he  now  was  satisfied 
that  without  discipline,  subordination  could 
not  exist ;  that  the  sentence  was  merciful^ 
and  his*  punishment  lenient.  So  much  / 
with  regard  lo  the  cruelty.  As  to  the 
other  statements  of  the  hon.  baronet,  he 
hoped  they  were  exaggerated.  Some  of 
those  cases  arose  from  regimental  courts 
martial,  which  of  course  could  not  come 
within  bis  cognizance;  but  they  might 
be  examined  into.  A  few  days  ago,  the 
Duke  of  York  directed,  that  a  regular  re- 
turn should  be  made  of  the  sentences  of 
regimental  courts-  martial.  The  statement 
of  the  desertions  was  exaggerated.  The 
hon.  baronet  bad  apparently  concluded, 
that  the  whole  number  of  879  desertions 
implied  so  many  individuals.  This  was^a 
mistake,  for  the  same  individual  some- 
times deserted  five  or  six  times  before  he 
could  be  finally  preven»ed.  There  were 
some  parts  of  the  hon.  baronet's  statement 
which  he  had  heard  with  great  regre^. 
Such  were  those  expressions,  that  the 
state  of  the  British  soldier  was  looked 
upon  with  horror  by  other  troops.  It 
was  the  first  time  such  an  ide4  had  beeu 
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«tarked.  The  practice  which  had  be«i 
lately  adopted^  of  bringing  military  sab- 
jects  before  the  Hooie  in  all  caaes, 
was  miscbieyotts.  Much  mischief  mast 
be  done  by  its  growing  into  a  custom.  If 
parliament  made  itself  a  court  of  military 
appeal,  it  woald\3oon  find  that  it  had 
taken  upon  it  an  excesslTc  burthen.  It 
was  unfounded  to  attribute  the  perfection 
of  our  discipline  to  any  thing  but  the 
mutual  respect  of  officer  and  soldier. 
This  was  not  meant  to  cut  off*  the  appeal 
to  the  authority  of  the  House  in  matters 
of  extensive  military  policy,  but  to  make 
that  application  customary  would  unhinge 
the  whole  frame  of  discipline.  The  source 
of  the  late  glorious  successes  of  our  sol- 
*  diers  was  not  numbers,  they  were  always 
inferior ;  nor  exclusive  courage,  for  it 
would  be  a  calumny  to  suppose  all  other 
nations  cowards.  Ihe  system  would  be 
broken  down  by  this  habit  of  appeals  to 
parliament.  If  the  army  were  accustomed 
to  make  those  appeals,  some  trifling  abuses 
might  be  corrected,  but  the  army  would 
be  gone.  Where  was  the  sobstitute  for 
the  present  system;  Imprisonment  was 
now  part  of  it  Capital  punishment  might 
be  used ;  but  was  it  to  be  said  that  there 
was  to  be  no  punishment,  except  capital, 
for  the  higher  offences  ? 

Mr.  Brougham  regretted  that  the  actual 
statement  of  the  hon.  baronet  seemed  to 
have  totally  escaped  the  hon.  member, 
whose  speech  was  much  more  like  a  pre- 
pared anticipation  of  a  speech  expected, 
than  an  answer  to  one  made.  The  cases 
which  his  hon.  friend  had  adduced  had 
been  objected  to,  but  he  would  not  troa- 
ble  himself  about  those  cases.  He  was 
satisfied  with  shewing  from  the  principle 
of  reason  and  law,  that  the  system  of 
flogging  was  unwise.  This  was  the  ob« 
jectof  the  motion,  and  nothing  relating  to 
any  particular  case :  he  was  only  anxioos 
to  bring  the  House  to  a  pledge  that  it 
would  proceed  on  the  subject  next  ses- 
sion. The  judge  ^vocate  had  spoken  of 
his  amendments  to  the  Mutiny  act,  and 
the  effects  he  expected  from  them.  But 
what  was  the  change  ?  The  Mutiny  act 
had,  since  the  Revolution,  allowed  of  a 
latitude  of  punishment  for  higher  offences^ 
and  a  court-martial  might  sentence  to  im- 
prisonment or  flogging.  By  the  22d  sec- 
tion of  the  act  a  court-martial  could  go  to 
any  extent  of  punishment  that  did  not  in- 
jure life  or  limb.  There,  was,  of  course, 
so  change  in  the  law.  If  it  was  still  to 
be  insisted  that  there  was  a  change^  it 
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most  reduce  itself  lo  a  hint  to  courts-mar* 
tial,  that  they  might  look  rather  more  to 
imprisonment  than  theyAad  done.    Bat 
all  this  was  feeble.     Flogging  for  m^itiny, 
&c.  would  continue  to  the  amount  of  eight 
or  ten  hundred  lashes,  and  tha  change 
piroduced  by  the  amendment  would  Be 
nothing.    Why  was  not  the  amendment 
introduced  into  the  first  section,  and  made 
adeouate  to  supersede  capital  punishment* 
as  the  only  thing  that  could  be  super* 
seded  by  tne  amendment  ?    The  courU 
martial  having  already  had  power  of  im« 
prisonment  for  inferior  offences,    would 
find  their  powers  neither  increased  nor 
diminished  by  this  alteration.    Taylor's 
I  case  was  of  small  interest  compared  with 
the  general  ouestion.    He  had  lately  ex^ 
pressed  himself  strongly  in  abhorrence  of 
the  flogging  of  negroes^  a  race  less  con- 
nected with  us  than  the  objects  of  the 
motion,  and  the  House  were  loud  in  their 
detestation  of  the   cruelty.      Why  not« 
when  it  came  nearer  home,  and  among  a 
gallant  and  manly  race  of  beings  ?    The 
spectacle  of  a  military  flogging  was  one 
of  the  most  horrid ;  and,  that  not  on  the 
testimony  of  persons  of  peaceful  habitsb 
baton  the  autnority  of  officers  educated  in 
the  view  of  them.    But  those  were  the 
wdty  men  who  talked  of  them  in  the  most 
powerful  language.    The  representationa 
of  those  officers  would  have  been  ac* 
swered,  if  they  were  capable  of  being  ab* 
swered ;    but  they  were  not.    They  had 
given  their  names  in  the  face  of  the  whole 
army.    If  any  thing  could  have  been  said 
there  were  ven&l  pens  enough  to  vindicate 
the  cruelty.    That  the  punishment  wat 
ignominious  was  proved  on  the  testimony 
of  officers  of  no   common  dntinctioo; 
general  Stewart,  sir  Robert  Wilson,  and 
general  Cockbume.    Flogging  turned  the 
indignation  at  the  crime  against  the  po- 
nisher.    Why  was  not  torture  a  regular 
punishment?  except  a  dictum,  and  a  soli- 
tary passage  in  the  Bill  of  Rights,  there 
was  nothing  about  the  abolition  of  torture* 
because  it  never  was  the  law  of  England. 
On  the  trial  of  Fenton  for  the  moraer  of 
the  duke  of  Buckingham,  there  was  an  at- 
tempt at  examining  by  torture,  but  the 
judges  declared  that  it  could  not  be  ad- 
ministered by  the  law  of  England.    Thai 
law    prohibited  any  anusual   and  croel 
punishment.     The  punishment  wu  not 
merely  obnoxious  as  'not  reclaiming  the 
culprit,  but  as  an  ofience  to  public  de* 
cency.    His  hon.  friend  had  been  called 
on  to  point  out  a  substitute  for  flogging. 
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TIra  lair  bad  done  it  already*  by  pointing  I 
out  imprisonment.  There  were  other 
modes  of  making  discipline 'secore,  such 
as  deprivation  of  pay  and  restraint  of 
food.  But  now  we  took  the  wretched 
Tictim  down  from  the  triangles,  an  object 
for  the  dissecting  room,  or  for  the  hospital, 
to  be  hung  op  again,  and  receive  another 
auch  punishment ;  the  Puke  of  Gloucester 
thanked  his  lieutenant-colonel  for  not  hay- 
ing had  a  single  flogging  in  his  regiment  I 
in  two  years  and  a  halK  Was  there  any 
decay  of  discipline  on  that  account?  The 
practice  was  ruinous  to  the  soldier :  He 
thereby  lost  his  spirit,  feelinff,  and  cha> 
racter.  The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
concluded,  by  saying  that  the  motion 
should  hate  his  cordial  support. 

Lord  Pabnentim  spoke  against  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  WkUbrtad  reprobated  the  system  of 
punishment  which  had  been  adiopted  iii 
our  army,  and  highly  panegyrised  the 
dukes  of  Gloucester  and  Grafton  for  their 
discountenancing  it  in  their  respective 
regiments.  Save  this  one  black  spot,  he 
knew  of  no  taint  upon  the  honour  of  our 
army. 

Mr.  Yorke  opposed  the  motion,  and  was 
inclined  to  think,  that  during  the  hon. 
baronet's  stay  in  the  Tower,  he  had  been 
|)icklng  up  stories  from  the  old  soldiers, 
and  they  really  had  played  the  old  soldier 
on  him. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
inottpn. 

The  Ckaneelhr  qf  the  Ex^qtur  thought 
the  House  ought  not  to  put  any  faith  in 
the  statement  of  the  hon.  baronet,  who  bad 
gone  about  collecting  old  stories,  which, 
the  moment  they  were  stated,  were  falKfied . 
The  hon.  baronet  came  forward  with  an 
abstract  catalogue  of  complaints,  which 
were  uncontradicted  and  uncontradictable, 
because  anonymous.  He  reprobated  iir 
strong  terms  the  degrading  light  in  which 
ihe  hon.  baronet  bad  attempted  to  place 
the  British  soldier.  God  knows  where 
be  had    got  the    notions  which    he  had 

Eromulgated  that  night,  but  whether  he 
ad  derived  th<;m  from  some  periodi- 
cal work  which  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
readings  or  from  the  company  which  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  keeping,  he  trusted 
that  he  would  not  find  in  that  House  a 
stnffle  teller  to  support  him. 

Mr.  Adams  and  Sir  H.  Montgomery 
spoke  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  MuiciAmm  supported  the  motion, 
and  vindicated  the  diacipUne  of  the  French 
•nd  Rnsiiaii  armies* 
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After  a  short  reply  from  Sh-  T.  Burdett* 
the  Hoose  divided,  Ayes  TO,  Noes  94. 

Lin  ^  the  Minonty. 

Baihan,  J.  F.  Smith,  W. 

Creev^y,  T.  Talbot,  R.  W. 

Feikestone,  Viscount  Whitbread,f8. 
Hutcbinson,  C.  H.  TSLUias. 

OssuUton,  VisoeuBt  Burdett,  Sir  F. 

Parnell,  H.  Biougbam,  H. 
Sharp,  R. 


■ovsB  09  Loaos; 


BisTiLLEKiss.}  On  the  second  reading 
of  the  Spirit  Drawback  Suspension  Bill* 
counsel  were  called  in,  and. Mr.  Dauncey« 
on  the  part  of  the  Distillers  in  and  round 
London,  and  Mr.  Warren,  for  cerUin  Dis- 
tillers in  Scotland,  were  heard  against  the 

Bill. 

Earl  Bathurtt  stated,  that  the  object  in 
framibg  the  Bill  had  been  to  give  every 
security  to  the  English  and  Scots  di8tiller» 
and  that  therefore  it  was  directed  that  the 
Irish  distiller  should  warehouse  his  spirits 
intended  for  exportation,  the  quantity  and 
strength  being  first  ascertained :   and  the 
Quantit;^  and  strength  on  exportation,  and 
being  imported  into  this  country,  being 
also  ascertained,  in  order  to  prevent  fraud. 
He  was  aware  that  from  these  warehouses 
a  part  of  the  spirit  might  be  withdrawn  for 
home  consumption,  and  replaced  by  other 
spirit ;  but  to  prevent  this  was  impossible, 
without  indirectly  prohibiting  the  inter- 
course altogether.    It  was  suggested  that 
the  Irish  distillers  should  have  distilleries 
appropriated  only  for  exportation,  but  as 
this  Bill  was  only  a  temporary*measure,  it 
could  not  be  expected   that  they  would 
incur  the  expence  of  having  distilleries  ap- 
propriated only  for  that   purpose,    and 
therefore  to  make  such  a  provision,  would 
in  fact  amount  to  a  prohibition  of  the  in- 
tercourse. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  contended  that 
the  Bill  would,  in  its  operation,  be  ruinous 
to  the  English  and  Scots  distiller,  by 
giving  a  decided  preference  in  the  market 
to  the  Irish  distiller.  He  wanted  nothing 
but  a  fair  intercourse,  that  neither  might 
have  the  advantage  of  the  other;  but 
under  the  present  Bill  the  Irish  distiller 
would  have  the  means  of  bearing  down  all 
competition  in  the  English  market,  by  the 
undue  advantage  given  to  him  in  import- 
ing hither  his  spirit.^  Either  under  these 
circumstances,  the  intercourse  oueht  to  be 
altogether  prohibited,  or  else  the  Irith  dift« 


71Q      HOVSB  OF  UODS, 

tUkr  oagi^  not  to  be  oUowed  to  oaqpprt 
without  oavin^  diatilleriet  gj>propriated 
solely  for  the  manufacture  of  spirit  for  ex- 
portation, it  being  perfectly  evident  that 
unless  this  regulation  was  estabHshed«  nu* 
inerous  frauds  would  be  coronnitled  in 
withdrawing  spirits  for  home  eonsnmption 
firom  the  warehouses  entered  ibr  exporta- 
tion, which  would  render  the  warehpusing 
system  t>f  little  or  no  use. 

Earl  Bathurst  could  not  consent  to  the 
introduction  of  any  provision  into  the  Bill 
for  not  allowing  the  Irish  distillers  to  ex- 
port without  appropriating  distilleries 
solely  for  that  purpose,  as  that  would, 
ouder  the  circuipstances  he  had  already 
mentioned,  amount  to  a  prohibition  of  the 
intercourse. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time  and 
committed  for  Monday. 


Army  Prize  Money  Regulation  Biu.] 
The  Earl  of  Suffolk  addressed  their  lord* 
ships  at  considerable  length  on  a  variety 
of  topics  which  he  conceived  more  or  less 
connected  with  the  subject  of  this  Bill. 
He  considered  the  measure  as  one  of  great 
importance,  and  that  those  who  brought  it 
forward  had  acted  very  laudably ;  but  he 
conceived  some  explanation  respecting 
the  measure  was  still  necessary.  He  un- 
derstood that  an  immense  sum,  not  less 
than  250,000/.  of  Army  Prize-money,  still 
remained  in  the  agents  hands.  Some  of 
it  so  long  as  nearly  20  years.  But  with 
respect  to  the  interest  accruing  on  that 
money,  he  wished  to  be  informed.  A 
good  deal  of  Prize-money  had*  from  time 
to  time,  become  due  to  those  gallant 
troops  who  participated  with  the  navy  in 
their  glorious  exploits  against  the  enemy. 
At  Buenos  Aytes*  a  few  y^ars  since*  the 
captors  wero  entitled  to  a  gr^t  deal ;  and 
here  he  wi^heJ  to  remark  the  case  of  that 
gallant  and  meritorious  officer,  sir  W.  Be- 
resford,  to  whom  the  country  of  our  allies 
in  the  peninsula  owed  so  much:  The 
noney  he  became  entitled  to  on  that  oc- 
casion, was,  he  understood,  about  27,000/. 
the  whole  of  which  he  lodged  in  the 
banking-house  of  a  relative  who  had  late- 
ly failed.  He  thought  his  Majesty's  mi* 
nisters  should  take  the  case  of  this  gallant 
officer  into  consideration,  and  reimburse 
hin  for  his  loss;  and  he  trusted  it  would 
be  done.  He  thought  it  would  be  highly 
mdvantageous,  if,  as  recommended  in  one 
^of  the  Reports  from  the  naval  coromis* 
tioners,  a  board  of  agency  were  tq  be  es- 
tablished, and  the  present  ayatem  of  prize 


agentf  luperseded.  What  was  dfioj  and 
long  retained  from  officers  of  the  wwjg  m 
consequence '  of  the  existing  systeiA,  wae 
almost  incredible.  The  exertioaa  of  tbtt 
present  treasurer  of  the  navy  'to  amelio* 
rate  and  reform  this  system,  and  to  pro* 
cure  a  more  expeditious  liquidation  of  th« 
rightful  demands  of  our  gallant  seameOf 
was  greatly  to.  hia  honour.  Hia  lordahip 
then  animadverted  on  the  present  syateoi 
which  obtained  in  the  Admiralty  court% 
where,  from  tbe  multitude  of  caiiKei^  and 
the  paucity  of  proctors,  or  officers  of  tbal 
description,  the  most  injurious  coiiao* 
queoces,  particularly  from  vezatioua  pro* 
crastinatmns  anc)  delays,  resulted  to  th« 
suitors  in  the,  courts.  One  of  these,  called 
the  Kius's  proctor,  was  said  to  have  ro 
fewer  than  500  causes  on  hia  han<to  at 
once,  so  that  it  was  impossible  justic* 
could  be  done.  There  were  a  aomber  of 
counsel :  Why  not  enlarge  the  ooabes  of 
the  proctors?  The  delay  of  justice  waa» 
as  far  as  it  wenti  an  abuse  of  justice.  A 
similar  system  prevailed  in  many  of  the 
Admiralty  courts  abroad,  where  ihesuiiora 
had  much  to  con^plain  of.  The  noble 
earl  related  the  mode  in  which  he  obtain* 
ed  much  information  on  this  bead  from 
lord  Cochrane,  who  had  pot  into  hia 
hands  a  proctor's  bill  in  one  of  the  Vice-* 
Admiralty  courts.  It  waa  of  enormous 
and  unprecedented  length,  and  which  he 
would  shew  their  lordships.  The  noble 
eail  then  opened  and  laid  tbe  bill  along 
the  fioor,  to  a  length  of  apparently  20 
feet.  He  contijsaed  tp  expatiate  on  what 
he  censored  aa  tbe  injuriooa  delaya  and 
procraatinationa  of  tbe  Admiralty  coortiii 
more  especially  with  reapect  to  Prise 
causes.  He  also  glanced  at  the  courta  of 
Appeal,  and  lastly  touched  upon  the  ac- 
cumulation of  appeals  in  their  lordsbipa' 
House,  and  the  delays  which  he  observed 
took  place  in  the  transaction  of  their  jodi« 
cial  buaineaa.  This,  he  thought,  mioia* 
tera  had  pledged  themsclvea.to  bring  for* 
ward  aome  remedy  for  this  session ;  but 
nothing  effectual  had  been  done.  The 
plan  had  been  given  up,  and  nothing  waa 
to  be  done,  at  least  for  the  present  acaaion. 
The  Lord  (UUtnceHor  dbaarved.  that  be 
should  deem  it  an  inexcusable  waait  oC 
their  lordahips'  time,  if -he  were  to  occupy 
any  of  it  in  answeriuff  what  very  little  foil 
from  the  noble  earl,  tuat  had  the  least  le^ 
fereoce  to  the  measure  under  considera- 
tion. But  not  a  little  of  what  fell  fson^ 
h^m  (though  totally  irrevalent  to  the  Bill) 
was  of  <uch  a  character  and  tendencyi  ai 
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4toi  be  coold  iiol»  coanMntly  eiUier  wkfa 
his  feelings  or  bis  duty,  pMs  k  ever  in  li- 
lence*  He  weold  fNrincipeUy  notice  two 
poinis  whicb  were  tbe  suiuect  of  the  noble 
eerl's  obtcrvetions.  And*  firtt,  he  wouM 
observe,  (hel  witk  reipsct  lo  tboN  poinu 
end  sflMrtioos  whicb  be  bad  been  iesirect- 
ed  to  advance*  and  lo  aefce  in  (bat 
House*  rcspecUof  Ihe  conduct  of  the  Ad*- 
miralt]^  and  Vice-Admifally  Coarts.  and 
those  judiciel  eatablisbtnenu  connected 
with  them»  they  were  unfounded  in  truth 
or  JHsticsu  Tbey  were  Mifasjecta  of  which 
the  noble  earl  could  know  little  or  no- 
thing himself;  and  he  ought  to  have  been 
certain  that  his  accusations  or  insinuations 
were  founded  in  fact*  before  he  cane  down 
to  that  House  and  i^ipersed  the  characters 
of  some  of  tho  most  respectable*  judicial* 
and  profesMotoal  persons  in  the  empire- 
he  meant  the  jodgea  and  principal  officers 
of  the  couf  la  alluded  to*  either  at  home  er 
abroad.  Whenever  charges  were  made 
against  them  in  the  proper  shape  and 
place*  tbose  worthy  and  respeclable  per- 
sons would  be  ready  to  meet  those  charges 
in  a  proper  manner.  They  never  yet 
ebrunk  from  in<|uiry  either  in  thiacounuy* 
or  in  any  of  its  dependencies.  Those  indi- 
viduals who  were  then  made  the  sul^ect 
of  obloouv  and  unmerited  accusation  were, 
some  of  them*  he  knew*  as  pure  and  irre* 
preaohablo  characters*  and  of  as  high  and 
untainted  honour  as  the  noble  earl  binB* 
self*  or  any  of  those  he  was  oonneded 
with.  He  must  remt.  therefore*  that  a 
Bsember.  of  that  high  assembly*  should  so 
conduct  hiesself ,  in  introducing  even  a 
species  of  mummery  never  bdfore  wit* 
passed  in  these  walls*  and  altogether  un- 
becoming  the  dignity  and  gravity  of  that 
branch  of  the  legislature.  The  noble  and 
learned  lord  then  proceeded  to  nolice 
what  had  fftUen  fipom  the  noble  earl  ve« 

r;ting  the  accomulation  of  Appeals*  and 
delays  in  transacting  the  judiotal  bu- 
sinem  of  the  House.  What  the  noble  earl 
had  said  on  this  head,  waa  equally  mi- 
Ibundad.  The  inconvenience  referred  lo 
bad  been  long  fek*  and  measures  were 
adopted  at  the  instance  of  those  with 
whom  be  had  the  honour  to  act,  in  order 
to  remedy  the  grievance.  A  Committee 
had  been  appointed  from  asaong  their 
lovdahips^  who  duly  proceeded  to  invee- 
Sigate  the  imporuut  subject  committed  to 
Ibeir  charge.  Before  that  Committee  he 
had  given  his  deliberate  and  solemn  opi- 
nion at  to  the  causes  which  led  to  the  io- 
MSfdUMMct  c4MBplained  e&  and  as  lo 


the mcsteCcaeieus remedy,  hr wia pM^ 
ful  to  him*  nor  eeukl  he  be  especoid,  on  n 
point  which  rel'erred  so  iMich  to  himselft 
to  dwell  upon  the  subject.  He  hnt^s|ient 
the  far  greater, part  of  his  life  in  pralhii) 
\iional  habits*  or  judicial  situations,  and  in 
the  high  office  of  presiding  in  their  lord- 
ships' House*  and  he  could  truly  and  con« 
scivntiously  state  his  coitviclion*  that  littla 
good  could  be  effected  with  rcspeel'to 
what  their  lordships  complained  of*  «s^* 
cept  he  who  so  presided  weie  mnterially 
asMsted  in  his  business  in  aaother  coortt 
The  sincere  opinion*  and  advice  he  had 
given*  was  not  so  likely  to  afiect  hhnmif 
as  those  who  were  to  come  after  him* 
The  EUrl  of  Stifoik  shortly  spoke  m  m* 

elanation.  What  fell  from  the  noble  and 
araed  lord  wat  far  from  satisfying  hie 
mind  as  to  the  subject  he  chiefly  adverted 
to;  and*  as  to  the  bill  produceil*  their 
lordships-  must  think  it  eztravagantlt 
long,  when  they  heard  that  the  proceeA 
of  .the  prise  to  which  it  refirrred  were 
8.000  crowns*  and  the  proctor's  bill  on 
the  occasioa  amounted  to  6*600. 

The  Earl  of  iivrrpoej  sharUy  alluded  to 
the  total  irrelevancy  of  ahnosi  all  that  foH 
from  the  noble  earl*  to  a  Bill  which  solely 
related  to  the  better  regulation  of  army 
prtee- money. 

Lord  Reaudak  followed  up  Uieobttrva* 
tions  of  his  noble  friend  on  the  woolsacbJ 
He  was  confident*  he  said*  there  existed 
in  the  country  a  settled  scheme*  whicis 
was  actively  persevered  in*  lo  bring  thff 
administration  of  justice  inter  disrepute; 
and  as  te  the  delay,  or  temporary  failure 
of  the  remedial  measure*  it.  waa  by  no 
means  attributable  to  that  House*  still  lesa 
to  his  Majesty's  government;  but  it  waa 
attributable  to  the  friends  of  the  noble  earl 
himself.  Hia  lordship  then  entered  mio  aii 
exposition  of  the  planspropoaad,and  whicb# 
he  believed,  the  noble  oarl  must  he  nnac* 
quainied  with:,  and  into  a  detailed  discua^ 
sion  of  the  causes  of  those  unavoidable 
delays  in  the  tranasSctions  of  the  judicial 
business  of  the  country*  but. par ticubrlw 
in  the  court  of  chancery*  and  in  their  lord* 
ship's  House,  and  which  were  by  nenseans 
the  fault  of  those  who  were  entreated  wstb 
the  administration  of  justice*  but  aolely 
to  be  attributed  to  the  machinery  em^ 
pk>yed  not  being  rendered  auficieasiy 
strong  or  extensive  to  meet  the  increaaud 
weight  and  extent  of  the  boainem  to  b» 
disposed  o£ 

Earl  CmadfU  vindieated  the  eondaeu 
of  the  Appeal  Conrts;  the  hnaiaem  of 
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which  he  would  ventore  ta  say  was  ai  wall 
attended  to  u  that  of  any  courts  in  the 
kingdom,  without  exception. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 


BApir<e  with  Amerka* 
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BtfoaT  ON  THK  Weavers'  Petition.] 
The  OionceUar  pf  the  Exchequer,  adrert* 
ing  to  the  dropped  order  for  taking  into 
consideration  the  Report  of  the  Commit* 
tee  on  the  Wea?ers'  Petition,  observed, 
that  however  the  House  might  despair  of 
rendering  any  benefit  to  the  petitioners,  it 
wouki  not  be  treating  them  with  due  at* 
tention  to  take  the  subject  up  at  present, 
when,  perhaps,  there  were  members  absent 
who  were  desirous  of  delivering  their  senti- 
ments upon  it.  He  proposed,  therefore, 
That  the  report  should  be  taken  into  consi- 
deration on  Monday  next. 

Colonel  Stanley  acquiesced  in  this  pro- 
posal. 

Mr.  Whitbread  remarked,  that  although 
it  was  a  dropped  order,  yet  at  the  present 
period  of  the  session,  it  might  be  advisable 
to  proceed  with  it. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  repeated 
the  reasons  which  he  had  stated  to  induce 
the  House  to  postpone  the  consideration  of 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Whithread  expressed  his  regret 
that  he  should  not  have  it  in  his  power  to 
be  present  on  Monday.  He  still  thought 
that  the  question,  for  the  discussion  of 
which  he  had  prepared  himself,  might  im- 
mediately be  proceeded  with,  the  more 
especially,  as  it  was  evident  that  no  mea- 
sure of  relief  could  be  afibrded.  He  was 
about  to  proceed  with  some  remarks,  on  a 
iobject  which  he  stated  to  be  intimately 
connected  with  the  present,  wheq 

The  Weaker  interposed,  and  said,  that 
the  question  before  the  House  must  first 
l!|e  flisposed  of. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  Report 
was  then  fixed  for  Monday. 

4 

DispuTB  WITH  America.]  Mr.  Whii^ 
hrtad  resumed  his  observations,  with  res- 
pect to  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Weavers'  Petitkn.  He  was  quite 
convinced  that  that  Report  was  a  proper 
one,  and  that  no  measure,  particularly  one 
of  pecuniary  aid,  could  be  adopted  for  the 
relief  of  the  sufiierers.  To  attempt  such  a 
mode  of  assistance  would  be  to  throw 
water  on  m  furnace,  the  necessary  coose- 


Suence  of  which  would  be,  to  increase  the 
erceness  of  the  flame.  Nevertheless, 
feeling  that  the  question  was  not  one  iis 
which  the  weavers  alone  were  concerned, 
but  that  it  involved  the  whole  commercial 
community — feeling  that  the  weavers  were 
bat  the  heralds  of  the  manufacturers,  and 
that  the  manufactui*ers  would  be  but  the 
heralds  of  the  merchants— knowing  that 
the  whole  trading  interest  of  the  country 
was  in  the  utmost  dismay — having  heara 
that  the  strongest  representations  on  the 
subject  had  recently  been  made  to  the 
right  bon.  gent,  opposite,  by  the  merchants 
of  Liverpool,  by  the  merchants  of  London, 
by  the  West  India  merchants,  and  by  all 
connected  with  those  various  branches  of 
commerce— knowing  the  very  unfavoura* 
hie  state  of  the  exchange  with  foreign 
countries  —  having  observed  the  avidity 
with  which  the  public,  catching  ai  a 
straw,  interpreted  an  accidental  remark  in 
a  late  speech  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  op- 
posite into  an  expectation  of  an  approach- 
mg  accommodation  with  Russia,  and  of  a 
consequent  vent  for  British  manufactures 
and  produce  in  that  country— -  knowing 
that  the  expedient  resorted  to  of  issuing 
Exchequer- bills,  as  a  loan,  for  the  relief 
of  commerce,  had  failed,  none  of  those 
bills  having  reached  their  destined  ob- 
jects, the  operative  manufacturers,— he 
could  not  conceive  it  possible ,  that  the 
House  could  be  blind  to  the  diflScolties  of 
the  situation  in  which  the  country  was 
placed.  The  Report  of  the  Committee, 
although  it  deprecated  any  pecuniary  aid 
(in  which  deprecation  he  completely  con« 
curred),  fully  acknowledged  the  extreme 
distress  of  the  petitioners.  Persuaded^  aa 
he  was,  that  all  this  distress  was  the  effi^ct 
of  the  ruinous  commercial  policy  which 
had  been  pursued  by  ministers,  it  would 
have  been  impossible  for  him,  had  it 
been  in  his  power  to  attend  on  Monday 
next,  not  to  enter  largely  into  the  const- 
deration  of  the  subject.  It  was  impossible 
for  the  House  to  conceal  from  itself  that 
there  was  a  growing  disposition  in  the 
country— a  disposition  which,  he  con- 
fessed his  regret,  that  any  administration 
should  be  exposed  to— to  make  that 
compulsory  on  government  which  ought 
to  be  optional.  Still,  however,  knowing 
that  all  the  markets  for  English  commo* 
dities  were  closed  against  them — having 
observed  the  final  adjudication  of  the  case 
of  the  Fox,  by  which  adjudication  *tbe 
scabbard  was  thrown  away  by  this  country 
with  reference  to  America-Hremarkini^tbe 
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mtiiner  in  whkh  the  commercial  relations 
between  Great  Britain  and  America  bad 
been  treated  by  minister* — having  in  his 
hand  the  document  ministers  had  refuted 
to  produce,  and  which  had  since  been  pub- 
lished in  America,  comprising  the  diplo- 
matic correspondence  between  the  two 
countries— and  seeing  in  that  correspon- 
dence the  most  gross  and  wanton  neglect 
of  the  true  intereaiof  England,  he  declared 
it  to  be  bis  intention  before  be  sat  down, 
to  move  for  the  production  of  all  the  pa- 
pers in  qeestion*  On  the  production  of 
those  papers,  he  was  convinced  it  would 
appear  to  the  House  that  America,  a  coun- 
try deserving  the  highest  consideration 
and  respect,  had  been  treated  by  Great 
Britain  more  as  an  humble  dependant  on 
an  illiberal  protector,  than  as  an  ecjual 
•tate.  Indeed,  the  whole  of  our  political 
relations  with  America  had  been  carried 
on  as  if  war  were  the  ultimate  expectation. 
How  far  the  probability  of  such  an  event 
was  increasing,  the  recent  intelligence 
from  America  might  enable  the  House  to 
judge ;  although  be  allowed  it  to  be  pos- 
sible that  the  occurrence  to  which  he  al- 
luded might  have  originated  in  accident* 
!|Jhe  weavers,  complaining  of  deep  distress, 
proposed  desperate  remedies.  A  Com- 
mittee of  that  House  declared  it  as  their 
opinion— an  opinion  in  which  he  coin- 
cided—that nothing  could  be  done  for 
them.  But  let,  the  House  recollect  some 
prior  circumstances.  Let  them  recollect 
that  but  a  few  days  before  the  presentation 
of  these  Petitions  from  io  numerous  a  class 
of  the  community,  complaining  of  such 
unexampled  calamity,  the  right  honour- 
able the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
amused  the  House  by  extolling  the  finan- 
cial state  of  the  country,  by  expatiating 
on  the  increase  of  thejCustomsand  Excise ; 
and,  as  if  in  sport,  by  attempting  to  impose 
a  tax  on  that  very  raw  material  which  was' 
the  foundation  of  the  manufactures  in 
which  the  Petitioners  were  engaged !  It 
was  true  that  the  right  hon.  eentleman 
subsequently  abandoned  his  intention; 
but  even  this  he  did  in  a  boastful  manner, 
assertins  that  the  revenue  of  the  country 
was  so  flourishing,  as  to  allow  him  to  wave 
the  imposition  of  the  proposed  duty.  What 
did  the  House  suppose  the  distressed  ma- 
nufacturers must  think  of  this  empty  vaunt  ? 
Would  it  be  easy  to  persuade  them  that 
general  prosperity  and  such  individual 
suffering  could  be  co-existent  ?  He  hoped 
the  House  would  do  him  the  honour  to 
listen  to  extracts  from  the  correspondence 
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for  which  ho  was  about  to  move,  in  order 
that  they  might 'see  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing the  whole'  on  the  table;  not  wijth  a 
view  to  found  any  proceeding  upon  tht^ 
documents  this  session,  not  with  the  ex« 
pectation  of  rousing  the  apathy  of  parlia- 
ment on  the  subject,  but  from  the  convic- 
tion that  America  would  soon  force  it  on 
the  attention  of  this  country,  and  the  wish 
tl)at  he,  and  those  who  thought  with  blot 
might  not  be  found  so  neglectful  of  their 
doty  as  to  have  omitted  an  attempt  to  lay 
on  the  table  of  the  House  such  papers,  ee 
might  enable  the  nation  to  understand  the 
subject,  and  might  prepare  parliament  to 
come  to  some  decision  upon  it  in  the  course 
of  the  next  session.  It  would  appear  in 
the  correspondence,  that  on  Jan.  2,  1810« 
Mr.  Pinkney  wrote  a  letter  to  lord  WeU 
lesley  on  the  subject  of  the  recal  of  Mr.' 
Jackson.  To  this  letter  no  answer  was 
returned  until  March  14.  On  this  tardi*- 
ness  the  American  minister  observed^ 
"  although  I  was  aware  that  an  answer 
would  not  be  hastily  given,!  certainly  did 
not  expect  such  a  delay."  Unquestion« 
ably  it  was  a  delay  which  ought  to  be  ac* 
counted  ^r.  On  Febfuary  15,  Mr.  Pink- 
ney wrote  a  letter  to  lord  Wellesley  on  the 
subject  of  the  blockade,  which  letter  wae 
not  answered  until  March  2.  On  April 
$•,  Mr.  Pinkney  wrote  a  letter  on  the 
subject  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees^ 
to  which  he  received  no  answer.  Oo 
May  I4i,  he  wrote  a  letter  complaining  of 
the  countenance  given  to  the  for^ins  of 
American  papers,  to  which  he  received  no 
answer.  On  June  23,  Mr.  Pinkney  wrote 
a  letter  to  lord  Wellesley,  referring  to  hie 
letter  of  April  SO,  and  requesting  a  reply 
to  it.  Te  this  second  letter  on  the  samA 
subject,  he  received  no  answer.  On  Jaly 
7,  be  wrote  a  letter  complaining  of  tbi 
delay  in  the  nomination  of  a  British  minis^ 
ter  to  America.  To  this  letter  a  verbal 
assurtoce  of  an  immediate  appoinlneni 
was  the  only  return.  On  August  the  1 8tb, 
he  wrote  another  letter,  referring  to  his 
former  letters  of  April  the  SOtb,  and  June 
25d,  respectin|^  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de« 
crees.  To  this  third  application  on  this 
subject,  Mr.  Pinkney  received  no  answer. 
On  August  21,  he  addressed  lord  Welles* 
ley  again  on  the  subject  of  blockade,  hot 
received  no  answer.  On  Aogost  25,  Mr* 
Pinkney  annoonoed  to  lord  Wellesley  the 
revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees, 
and  demanded  the  abolition  of  the  Brttisk 
Orders  in  Council.  This  letter  was  net  an* 
swered  until  the  9Ut.    On  September  15, 
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Mr.  Pinkaey  wrote*  to  lord  Wellealey  on 
the  three  several  suhjecu  of  (he  mission  of 
sh-  James  Saomarez  to  blockade  Elsinedr, 
the  condemnation  of  an  American  vessel, 
and  the  impressment  of  some  American 
sailors.  This  letter  was  not  answered 
until  Sept.  26,  and  then  only  as  it  regarded 
the  blockade  of  Ehineur;  the  matter  of 
the  American  vessel  was  referred  to  sir 
William  Scott,  by  whom  it  Was  sabse- 
quently  restored ;  and  no  mention  what- 
ever was  made  of  the  impressed  seamen, 
although  they  were  afterwards  released. 
by  an  order  Yrom  the  Admiralty.  This 
last  circnmstance  was  a  most  gross  neg- 
teci.  A  minister  from  a  foreign  state 
Blade  a  representation  to  government; 
of  the  justice  of  which  their  ultimate  con- 
duct was  an  acknowledgment;  and  yet 
they  did  not  condescend  to  notice  the  re- 
presentation itself !  How  would  such  con- 
duct   be  characterised  in   private  life? 

^  would  it  not  be  termed  most  insulting  and 
degradiiig  to  the  party  toWards  whom  it 
Was  manifested  ?  On  Sept  .21,  Mr  Pink- 

V,  iiey  again  addressed  lord  Wellesley  on  the 
fubject  of  the  blockade,  referring  to  his 
former  applications,  and  urging  a\eply  to 
them.  On  December  8,  he  wrote  on  the 
•ahject  of  the  Fox.  To  this  letter  no  an- 
swer was  returned,  although  the  proceed- 
ings were  suspended  until  af^er  Mr.  Pink- 
sey  quitted  the  country,  when  the  adjo- 
<Ucation  took  -place.  The  last  of  Mr. 
Pinkney's  letters  was  dated  on  December 
10,  to  which  not  obtaining  what  he  con- 
ceived a  satisfactory  reply,  he  desired  his 
andienoe  of  leave.  The  hon.  gentleman 
Mid  he  thought  that  after  havmg  heard 
these  memoranda,  the  House  would  see 
the  expediency  of  procuring  the  doca- 
■Mats  in  an  official  form.  IBkit  whatever 
flugbt  be  the  sentiments  of  the  House  on 
the  iBbfeet,  knowing,  ae  he  did,  the  se- 
tioiii  evHs  which  existed — foreseeing  the 
Areadfol  events  which  might  possibly  take 
plaee  in  ikm  coirse  of  the  summer  among 
tbose  who  were  enduring  such  evils— being 
awmve  that  hunger  wae  a  sharp  task-master, 
and  Blight  Mve  to  acts  which  he  prayed 
Ck>d  to  avoft,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
flwve,  *«  That  an  humMe  Address  be  pre* 
saatid  to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
*  Regent,  praying  that  he  would  be  gra- 
ctoBsiy  pleased  to  direct  that  there  be  laid 
WfofB  the  House,  copies  of  all  correspond- 
cMoe  betweeti  the  Secretair  of  Stale  for 
IMgB  affy»%  and  the  imnieter  ef  the 
VMiiad  SiBtee  of  America,  dhning  the  year 


'jMtpUtC  Wiih  ifVllffICA* 


preo 


The  Outnceliar  qf  the  Erehequer  trusted 
the  Hoiise  would  not  be  disposed  to  enter- 
tain such  a  motion  as  that  made  by  the 
hon.  gent.,  without  any  previous  notice 
baring  been  giv^n,  and  more  especially 
when  the  hon.  gent,  himself  stated,  that 
he  'did  not  conceive  his  motion  could  be 
followed  by  any  thing  in  the  present  sea-« 
sion,  but  merely  the  production  of  the 
papers.    If  erer  there  wan  a  case  in  which 
a  notice  of  motion  was  pecaltarly  reqoi^' 
site,  it  must  be  when  no  other  proposition 
was  speedily  to  follow.    If  it  were  necea^ 
sary  to  do  any  thing  inimediately,  that  ne* 
cessity  might  be  reasonably  urged  to  ie* 
duce  the  House  to  entertain  a  motion  with^ 
out  notice.    Here,  however,  there  was  no 
such  necessity,  and  he  was  persuaded  thai 
the  House  felt  too  strongly  the  benefit  to 
public  holiness,  which  was  derived  froni 
the  practice  of  giving  notices  of  motions, 
to  depart  from  their  usual  course  on  the 
present  occasion.    The  hon«  gent.  conM 
have  had  but  two  motives  in  bringing  for- 
ward this  subject.    The  one  was  to  make 
a  speech,  the  other  to  obtain  the  prodoc* 
tion  of  the  papers  in  question.     In  the 
first  part  of  these  objects  the  hon.  gent 
had  succeeded ;  and  with  respect  to  the 
second,  as  he  himself  declared,  that  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  found  any  motion  upon 
the  papers  during  the  present  session,  h 
appeared  unnecessary  to  produce  fhem 
until  the  next  session.    Such  would  have 
been  his  argument  at  any  period,  bat  if 
there  ever  was  a  time  at  which  it  was  pe- 
culiarly incumt>ent  upon  the  House  to  re* 
sist  ^  motion  of  this  nature,  it  was  the  pre- 
sent period,  when  no  opportunity  had  been 
afforded  for  judging  of  the  effect  which 
might  be  produced  by  Mr.  Foster's  mission 
to  America.    Yet,  at  soch  a  moment  did 
the  hon.  gent,  come    forward  with  his 
tirtde.    At  soch  a  moment  did  he  tell  the 
American  government  not  only  that  their 
interests^  but  that  their  honour,  had  been 
injured  by  Great  Britain.    At  such  a  mo- 
ment did  he  attempt  to  give  an  impression 
of  the  negoetation  which  had  taken  place, 
of  such  a  nature  as  might  be  fatal  to  the 
neffociation  which  was  stilt  carrying  on. 
With  respect  to  the  hon.  gentleman's  ob- 
servations on  the  different  parts  of  the  cor- 
respondence, the  present  Was  not  the  pe* 
riod  for  commenting  upon  them.    When 
the  negociation  should  be  terminated,  that 
would  be  the  tinie  for  discussing  its  merits, 
and  not  while  it  was  pending.     Indeed* 
those  observations  might  well  have  been 
spared.    Thinking,  as  he  did«  that  the 
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whole  of  the  existing  eriU  of  the  coontry 
ftrose  oat  of  the  commercia]  policy  of  the 
British  government^  the  hon.  gent,  had  a 
right  to  avow  that  opinion ;  but  at  the 
present  critical  juncture,  when  the  hoo. 
genu  himself  had  admitted  that  no  parlia- 
asentary  proceeding   could   immediately 
follow  his  motion,  he  was  not  justified  in 
making  remarks,  the  tendency  of  which 
coold  at  least  not  be  beneficial.     Wiih  re- 
•pect  to  that  portion  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man's speech,  in  which  he  declared  his 
opinion,  that  the  existing  evils  grew  out 
of  the  commercial  policy  of  the  British 
government,  did  the  hon.  gent.. consider 
that  there  was  at  least  considerable  ^oubt, 
vrhether,  had  this  country  not  pursued  the 
system  which  had  been  adopted,  her  trade 
would  not  have  sufiered  as  complete  an 
exclusion  from  the  continent  as'at  present  ? 
In  that  case,  the  same  pressure  would  have 
been  endured  by  this  country,  as  she  sus- 
tained under  the  existing  circumstances, 
with  this  aggravating  consideration,  that 
the  enemy  was  suffering  no  inconvenience 
whatever,  but  that  from  the  advantage  of 
neutral  carriage  he  was  relieved  from  the 
pressure  which  he  endured  at  the  present 
moment,  a  pressure  which  he  contended, 
was  infinitely  greater  than  that  sustained 
by  Great  Britain,  and  which  he  was  sa- 
tisfied could  not  much  longer  be  endured 
by  the  enemy.    He  urged  this  the  more 
strongly,  because  he  did  not  wish  those 
unfortunate  individuals  who  were  suffering 
in  this  country  from  the  suspension  of  com- 
merce, to  be  impressed  by  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman's speech  with  the  notion  that  their 
evils  were  attributable  to  their  own  go- 
Ternment  alone;  that  there  was  nothing 
in  the  conduct  of  France  which  had  a  ten- 
dency to  occasion  those  evils;  but  that 
their  own  government  were  the  real  and 
aole  enemies  of  their  interests.     Did  the 
hon.  gent,  consider  the  effects  of  such  a 
representation  on  the  minds  of  the  suf- 
ferers ?  The  hon.  gent  had  alluded  to  a 
misrepresentation  of  what  he  (the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer)  had  said  on  a 
former  night,  and  had  dwelt  on  the  alacrity 
with  which  the  observation  had  been  in- 
terpreted, as  holding  out  the  prospect  of 
mn  accom  modal  ion  between  Great  Britain 
and  Russia.     Certainly  he  had  held  out  no 
SQch  expectation.     What  he   bad  stated 
was  simply,  that,  in  the  present  aspect  of 
affairs  in  the  north  of  Europe,  it  would  be 
impossible  for  Buonapart6  to  make  those 
exertions  in  Spain  and  Portugal  to  which 
he  might  otherwise  be  equal#  aa  it  might 
(VOLXX.) 
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be  d^geroos  for  him  to  send  all  hts  force 
thither,  leaving  the  other  quarter  without 
an  adequate  guard.  This  was  the  extent 
of  his  statement.  The  hon.  gent,  re- 
proached him  for  the  favourable  descrip* 
tion,  which,  on  a  former  occasion,  he  had 
been  enabled  to  give  of  the  finances  of  the 
country.  How  was  this  reproach  founded  ? 
Would  he  have  been  justified,  because 
there  existed  considerable  distress  among 
the  manufacturers,  in  stating  the  receipts 
of  the  Exchequer  at  an  amount  less  than 
that  to  which  they  had  reached  ?  His  duty 
was  to  lay  before  the  House  the  actual  si« 
tnation  of  the  finances  of  the  country,  and 
not  to  misrepresent  that  situation.  The 
hon.  gent,  reprobated  the  duty  which  had 
been  proposed  on  cotton  wool,  although 
that  proposition  was  afterwards  with- 
drawn, not  from  the  slightest  conviction 
that  the  manufacturers  would  have  sustained 
any  injury  from  it  (for  he  was  persuaded 
that  it  would  not  have  diminished,  by  a 
single  pound,  the  consumption  of  the  raw 
material),  but  because  a  disposition  to 
think  that  it  would  be  injurious  to  their  in- 
terest, had  grown  up  among  the  manufac- 
turers themselves,  and  had  been  encou- 
raged by  those  to  whom  they  looked  up 
for  advice  and  support  He  should  cer- 
tainly oppose  the  production  of  the  papers 
at  present,  although  the  motion  was  one 
which  might  perhaps  be  repeated,  with 
great  propriety,  in  the  next  session  of  par- 
liament. 

Mr.  Ifhiibrcad  stated  in  explanation* 
that  he  had  not  given  notice  of  his  present 
motion,  because  he  had  become  possessed 
of  the  correspondence  as  published  in 
America,  only  within  the  last  forty  eight 
hours.  When  the  right  hon.  gent,  op- 
posite (Mr.  Canning)  had  the  seals  of  the 
foreign  department,  although  as  much  in- 
disposed to  grant  papers  as  any  roan,  he 
never  refused  his  assent  to  their  prodoc* 
tion  on  the  assertion  that  they  had  already 
been  published  in  another  form.  He 
I  denied  the  possibility  of  his  remarks  pro- 
ducing any  ill  effect  on  the  negociation 
with  America.  The  object  of  his  motion 
was  to  prevent  the  rjght  hon.  gent,  froia 
putting  into  the  mouth  of  the  Regent  at 
the  opening  of  the  next  session  such  as- 
sertions as  he  had  put  into  his  mouth  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  session. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  taunted  him  with 
hostility  to  his  own  government.  If  he 
had  sworn  allegiance  to  ministers,  the  ac* 
cusation  might  have  been  well  founded  ; 
but  his  allegiance  was  due  to  the  throne; 

•(«A). 
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he  would  not  call  ministers  the  govern- 
ment ;  nor  did  be  see  when  by  their  com- 
mercial folly  they  had  brought  the  countrv 
to  the  state  in  which  it  at  present  stood, 
why  he  was  called  upon  to  palliate  their 
conduct^  and  to  represent  things  otherwise 
than  as  they  appeared  to  him.  To  minis- 
ters he  would  say^  that  the  distresses  of 
the  merchants  and  manuflicturers  ori- 
ginated in  their  conduct,  and  then  turning 
round  to  the  merchants  and  manufacturers 
he  would  say,  that  they  had  contributed  to 
bring  those  distresses  on.  They  had  cheered 
9il  the  Royal  Exchange  when  the  nego- 
ciation  for  peace  was  broken  off.  To 
themselves  a  considerable  portion  of  their 
misfortunes  was  ascribahje.  He  never 
extolled  the  conduct  of  the  enemy.  What 
he  contended  was,  that  while  that  conduct 
was  unjustifiable,  the  consequent  proceed- 
ings of  ministers  were  unwise.  Affecting 
to  tread  in  the  steps  of  Mr.  Pitt,  ministers 
had  fi|ljen  into  the  trap  which  be  had  cau- 
tiously avoided.  Unless  the  country  could 
retrace  its  ste[Ss,  it  was  undone  as  a  com- 
mercial, and  wonid'  be  undone  as  a  war- 
like people.  He  declared  that  he  would 
not  withdraw  his  motion,  alth6ugh  he 
should  not  give  the  House  the  trouble  of 
dividing  upon  it. 

Mr.  Rose  observed  that  it  was  unfair  to 
tell  the  suffering  manufacturers  that  £ng« 
lish  Commerce  was  excluded  fron  the  con- 
tinent because  ministers  would  not  rescind 
their  Orders  in  council,  when  the  hon. 
gent,  well  knew  that  the  rcTocation  not 
only  of  the  orders  in  council  issued  under 
the  present  administration,  but  of  those 
issued,  and  wisely  issued,  under  the  last 
administration,  was  demanded,  as  well  as 
those  national  rights  with  respect  to  block- 
ade,  &c.  which  Great  Britain  had  so  long 
and  so  indisputably  possessed. 

Sir  C.  I*nce  declared,  that  most  of  the 
principal  merchants  with  whom  he  had 
the  honour  of  being  acquainted,  were  of 
opinion  that  the  ofders  in  council  had 
been  most  wise  and  salutary. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  negatived 
without  a  division. 

PtTiTioN  or  Mr.Finnerty  complaining 
4>p  ins  Treatmlnt  in  Lincoln  Castle,  j 
Mr.  IVkUlncad  snid,  he  had  a  Petition  in 
his  hand  from  a  person  confined  in  the 
Castle  of  Lincoln,  cimiptaining  of  the 
Ireatnient  he  there  met  with,  a^  not  war- 
ranted by  the  judgment  of  the  court  which 
had  sent  him  there.  It  was  from  a  gea- 
tUman  pretty  well  known  to  that  Haase> 


Mr.  Finnerty,  who  had  been  found  guilty 
of  a  libel.  He  bad  read  the  Petition 
through,  and  as  he  perceived  nothing  im- 
proper in  it,  and  as  it  was  accompanied 
by  certificates  of  ill  hctalth,  and  the  opi- 
nions of  his  medical  advisers  that  a  less 
rigorous  mode  of  confinement  was  essen- 
tial to  his  recoverVf  he  could  feel  no  hesi* 
tation  in  presentmg  it.  He  had  in  the 
first  instance  recommended  to  Mr,  Fin- 
nerty to  petition  the  Prince  Regent, 
through  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  home 
department.  He  had  accordingly  done 
so,  and  the  right  hon.  gent,  had  written  to 
the  high  sheriff  of  the  county  to  procura 
information;  but  within  these  few  hour* 
no  answer  had  been  received.  Under 
these  circumstances  he  had  approved  of 
submitting  the  Petition  to  the  House,  and 
it  was  precisely  the  same  as  that  intended 
to  be  laid  before  the  Prince. 

The  Petition  was  then  brought  up,  and 
read,  as  follows : 

To  the  Hon.  the  House  of  Commons  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parlia- 
ment assembled,  the  Petition  of  Peter 
Finnerty  iheweth— 

**  That  in  consequence  of  a  letter  pub- 
lished in  the  Morning  Chronicle,  com- 
plaining of  grievous  injury  sustained  by 
Petitioner  and  by  hift  countrymen  in  Ire- 
land, Petitioner  was  indicted  for  a  libel  at 
the  prosecution  of  lord  viscount  Castle- 
reash.  That  upon  receiving  notice  of 
trial  for  the  said  libel.  Petitioner  found 
that  the  witnesses  most  material  to  his  de- 
fence were  absent  from  England,  and 
therefore  he  had  a  motion  made  in  the 
court  of  King's  bench,  for  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  said  trial,  which  motion  was 
rejected ;  contrary,  as  he  understands,  to 
the  usual  practice  of  that  court.  Peti* 
tioner  being  unable  to  establish  any  de- 
fence in  the  absence  of  his  witnesses, 
thought  it  expedient  to  let  judgment  go 
by  default,  without,  however,  any  con- 
sciousness of  guilt,  being,  as  he  offered, 
when  brought  up  for  judgment,  ready  to 
prove  by  the  most  irrefragable  testimony, 
the  truth  of  his  allegations ;  particularly 
with  respect  to  the  infliction  of  torture 
in  Ireland  in  the  months  of  May  and  June, 
1 798.  That  Petitioner  was,  notwithstand- 
ing, sentenced  to  18  months  imprison- 
ment in  Lincoln  Castle,  where  he  has  ex- 
perienced, and  continues  to  experience,  a 
degree  of  rigour  unprecedented  in  modern 
times— unauthorised  by  the  terms  of  his 
sentence — and-  in  direct  hostility  to  tbt 
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mild  and  merciful  cbiracterof  the  British 
constitution. 

.  "  That  upon  (he  night  of  his  arrital  at 
this  castle  in  the  month  of  February,  pe- 
titioner, although  evidently  in  a  bad  state 
of  health,  was  committed  to  a  felons' 
apartment,  where  he  is  still  compelled  to 
remain.  That  finding  his  appeal  to.  the 
jailor's  consideration  quite  ineffectual,  pe- 
titioner had  a  remonstrance  presented  to 
the  visiting  magistrates  of  the  prison,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  abstract : 

'"  I  am  confined  upon  a  ground  floor,  in 
a  cold  gloomy  iipartment,  the  door  of 
which  is  nearly  opposite  to  my  bed,  and 
opens  into  a  yard  about  twenty-fivo  feet 
square,  enclosed  by  a  wall  about  thirty 
feet  high — so  high,  indeed,  as  to  exclude 
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the  free  corrent  of  air.    In  the  centre  of    order  Petitioner  again  remonstrated  ;  but 


this  yard  is  a  grate,  from  whence  issues  the 
most  offensive  smell,  owing,  as  I  under- 
stand, to  the  common-sewer  of  the  debtor's 
prison,  which  runs  underneath,  and  which 
smell  annoys  me  even  in  my  cell.  By 
this  smell  I  am  prevented  taking  any  ex- 
ercise in  that  yard,  while  I  am  denied  the 
opportunity  of  enjoying  air  and  exercise 
in  the  area  which  sorroonds  the  prison,  and 
to  which  all  the  other  prisoners  are  ad- 
mitted throughout  the  day,  excepting 
only  the  common  felons  and  myself.  Of 
this  privation  I  have  the  more  reason  to 
complain,  because  from  the  state  of  my 
health,  being  subject  to  indigestion  and 
violent  spasmodio>  aflections  in  the  sto- 
mach, I  have  been  uniformly  advised  by 
all  medical  men,  whom  I  have  had  occa- 
sion to  consult,  to  seek  the  enjoyment  of 
fresh  air,  and  to  take  as  much  exercise  as 
I  could  bear.  Such  has  been  the  opinions 
of  Doctors  Lipscomb,  Wright,  and  Stanton, 
whom  I  have  consulted  in  London ;  and 
such  also  is  the  opinion  of  the  physicians 
to  whom  I  have  had  occasion  to  resort 
since  my  arrival  here,  and  whose  certifi- 
cate is  annexed.  Such  treatment  as  I  com- 
plain of  is,  I  am  persuaded,  as  contrary 
to  the  intention  of  the  Judges  by  whom  I 
have  been  sent  here,  as  it  is,  I  submit,  in- 
consistent with  that  to  which  any  man 
committed  for  a  misdemeanor,  ought  to  be 
subjected.' 

*'  That  about  a  week  af^er  the  petitioner's 
arrival  here,  he  was,  in  consequence  of  this 
remonstrance,  vbited  by  the  magistrates, 
one  of  whom,  in  the  course  of  conversa- 
tion, observed,  that  they  (the  magistrates) 
coold  not  compel  the  jailor  to  accommo- 
date petitioner  with  rooms  in  the  front  of 
the  prison ;   adding*  that  be  uodentood 
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another  person  confined  for  a  libel  (whom 
he  named)  paid  three  guineas  a-wtek  for 
his  accommodation  in  another  prison.  To 
this  observation  petitioner  said,  that  he 
could  not  afford  to  pay  »o  much ;  upon 
which  another  of  the  magistrates  observed, 
that  his  (Petitioner's)  subscriptions  "  were 
likely  to  be  considerable."  In  a  few  days 
after  this  visit,  peiitioner  was  allowed  to 
take  exercise  for  three  hours  each  day, 
which  according  to  his  reqdest,  was  fixed 
at  from  eight  to  nine  in  the  morning,  from 
one  till  two  in  the  aflernoon,  and  from 
five  till  six  in  the  evening.  Bui  this  ar- 
rangement was  soon  after  altered,  and  an 
order  issued,thatsuch4)etitioner  should  take 
exercise  for  3  hours  in  succession,  namely, 
from  eleven  till  two  o'clock.     Against  this 


the  orders  respecting  the  treatment  of 
Petitioner  have  throughout  varied  in  such 
a  manner,  as  to  justify  Petitioner  in  stating 
that  they  are  dictated  by  a  spirit  of  op- 
pression. 

"  That,  for  a  period  of  nearly  five  weeks, 
petitioner  was  not  allowed  to  go  into  the 
area  for  the  enjoyment  of  air  and  exercise 
at  all,  in* consequence  of  which  his  health 
suffered  so  severely,  that  the  medical  gen- 
tleman who  usually  attend<^d  him,  thought 
it  necessary  to  call  in  another  physician  ; 
and  Petitioner  despairing  of  aiiy  redress 
from  the  magistrates,  had  the  certificates 
of  these  two  gentlemen  transqjitted  to  the 
sheriff,  copies  of  which  certificates  are 
hereunto  annexed.  The  sheriff  in  reply, 
as  petitioner  understands,  communicated 
his  opinion  to  the  magistrates,  that  pe- 
titioner should  be  allowed  the  air  and  ex- 
ercise recommended  by  the  physician,  but 
still  petitioner  has  been  allowed  only  one 
hour  each  day,  namely,  from  one  until 
two  o'clock;  and  if  it  rain  at  that  period 
he  is  not  permitted  to  go  out  at  any  other 
hour,  his  application  to  that  effect  having 
been  peremptorily  refused.  Upon  one 
occasion,  indeed.  Petitioner  being  severely 
afflicted  by  a  head-ache,  to  which  he  hw 
been  subject  for  some  time  back,  sent  m 
request  to  the  gaoler  that  he  might,  in 
consequence  of  his  illness,  be  allowed  to 
go  into  the  air  of  the  Castle-yard,  even  for 
half  an  hour,  in  lien  of  the  hour  from  one 
till  two  o'clock— but  this  request  was  re- 
jected. That  this  allowance  of  air  and 
exercise  granted  to  him,  petitioner  most 
sensibly  (eels,  and  his  medical  attendant 
has  io  represented  it,  but  in  vain. 

"  That  there  are  various  other  instances 
of  oppression  and  injuttice,  of  which  pe* 


727]    HOUSE  OF  COl^MONS,         pHiiion  i^Mr.  Ftmuny  eon^kdnmg         [72& 


titioner  has  to  complain,  bat  by  the  re- 
petition oF  which  be  does  not  think  it 
right  to  trespass  upon  the  patience  of  your 
honourable  House.  Your  Petitioner,  how- 
ever, cannot  overlook  this  circumstance, 
that  about  a  fortnight  after  his  arrival  here, 
a  person  who  came  from  London  to  at- 
tend him  in  his  illness  was  excluded  from 
the  prison,  and  a  prisoner  appointed  to  at- 
tend him  whose  integrity  he  has  cause  to 
suspect;  but  whom,  nevertheless,  he 
cannot  dismiss,  because  no  other  person 
will  be  admitted,  even  the  person  who 
dresses  his  victuals  being  refused  ad- 
mittance. That  under  such  circumstances 
petitioner  appeals  to  your  honourable 
.  House  for  relief,  trusting  that  you  will  not 
sanction  such  severity  as  cannot  be  jus- 
tified by  the  sentence  passed  upon  him, 
•uch  as  be  presumes  to  assert  was  not  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  judges  by  whom 
that  sentence  was  passed,  such  as  was  wholly 
unusual  in  this  country.  Petitioner  par- 
ticularly and  earnestly  requests  that  your 
honourable  House,  in  consideration  of  the 
very  weak  state  of  his  health,  and  the  ag- 
gravation of  his  complaints,  by  the  mode 
in  which  he  has  been  hitherto  treated,  and 
which,  if  continued  must  terminate  in  in- 
curable disease,  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  take  such  steps  that  Petitioner  may  be 
forthwith  removed  into  an  airy  apartment, 
and  allowed  the  air  and  exercise  neces- 
sary for  the  re* establishment  and  preser- 
vation of  his  health — that  s^ch  apartment 
may  be  easily  afforded  him,  as  there  is 
room  amply  sufficient  in  the  front  of  the 
jail,  the  jailor  having  set  apart  13  rooms 
for  his  own  use,  while  bis  family  consists 
'of  only  three  persons. 

"  Petitioner  begs  leave  to  represent  to 
your  honourable  House,  that  on  or  about 
the  27th  of  May  last,  a  petition,  couched 
in  terms  such  as  petitioner  hopes  were  re- 
spectful, and  signed  by  your  petitioner, 
was  transmitted  through  the  Secretary  X>f 
State  to  his  royal  highness  the  Pnnce 
Regent,  representing  the  situation  of  peti- 
tioner. 

"  That  petitioner  has  waited  in  the 
I  humble  hope  of  meeting  redress,  through 
the  clemency  of  his  Royal  Highness ;  but 
having  this  day  heard  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  home  department,  owing  to 
aome  delay,  which  to  your  petitioner, 
suffering  under  feuch  privations,  appears 
extraordinary,  has  not  yet  been  able  to 
obtain  the  information  which  be  professed 
it  his  duty  to  seek,  previously  to  his  offer- 
ing his  advice  to  the  Regent  upon  the  pe- 


tition presented.  Petitioner  therefor* 
fearing  the  speedy  prorogation  of  parlta^ 
ment,  has  submitted  his  case  to  the  canaU 
deration  of  your  honourable  House,  not 
from  any  doubt  of  the  justice  or  clemency 
of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince,  upon 
whose  liberality  he  has  the  utmost  confi- 
dence ;  but  from  the  impatience  of  a  man 
unjustly  oppressed,  and  suffering  under 
the  pains  of  disease,  brought  on  by  the 
treatment  he  has  received. 

"  All  that  petitioner  requires,  is  an  airy- 
apartment,  with  the  opportunity  for  air 
and  exercise,  which  the  prison  yard 
affbrds,-»And  petitioner  will  ever  pray, 

«  Peter  FiNHEaxY.'* 
"  Lincoln  Castle,  June  16,  181 1." 

A  Cepy  of  Dr.  Charlesworth's  first  Testi- 
mony to  the  magistrates  of  the  County 
of  Lincoln. 
"  Being  professionally  consulted  by3ilr. 
Finnerty,  I  am  called  upon  to  state  my 
opinion,   that  his  health,  already   mach 
impaired,    must    materially  suffer    from 
the  confinement  to  which  he  is  now  sub- 
jected, and  from  the  alleged  coldness  of 
his  room ;     and  that  a  warm  room  and 
every  possible  advantage  of  fresh  air  and 
exercise  are  indispensibly  necessary,  not 
only  for  the  chance  of  his  recovery,  bat 
even  for  the  preservation  of  his  present 
state  of  health.     1  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant. 
(Signed)     £.  P.  CHABLESwoaTH,  M.  D. 
"March  1,  1811." 

Copy  of  Dr.  Faussett's  Testimony. 

"  Being  called  upon,  in  my  professional 
capacity,  to  visit  Mr.  Peter  Finnerty,  in 
the  castle  of  Lincoln,  I  found  him  affected 
with  many  severe  complaints,  arising  from 
disease  of  the  digestive  organs,  with  which* 
from  his  own  testimony,  he  has  at  different 
times  before,  when  deprived  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  air  and  exercise,  been  in  a 
slighter  degree  affected.  From  the  testi- 
mony, also,  of  Dr.  Charleswortb,  who  has 
attended  Mr.  Finnerty  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  he  has  been  here,  those 
complaints  existed  to  a  considerable  degree 
of  severity  in  his  first  coming,  bat  almoet 
entirely  went  off,  on  his  being  allowed  a 
freer  air,  and  more  extended  place  of 
exercise. 

"  Within  the  last  three  weeks,  since  h% 
has  been  again  more  closely  confined, 
they  have  returned  in  a  much  aggravated 
form. 

"  It  is  my  opinion  that  there  it  little  or 
no  chance  of  bis  health  being  restored. 
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without  a  freer  allowuice  of  air  and  ezer-^^ 
cisetban  the  confined  coari  to  which  he  is 
at  present  restricted,  will  admit  of,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  every  prospect  of  bis  com* 
plaints  going  on  increasing. 

(Signed)    *•  John  Faussbtt,  M.D. 
"Lincoln,  April  29,   1811.'' 

A  Copy  of  Dr.   Cbarlesworth's  second 

Testimony. 

*'  After  presenting,  as  addressed,  the 
•nbjoined  testimony,  Mr.  Finnerty  was 
permitted  to  walk  three  huurs  a  day  in  the 
area  surrounding  his  prison;  and  in  a 
week  or  ten  days  ader  that  time,  was  so 
far  recovered  from  his  complainta  as  to 
render  a  continuance  of  my  visits  unne- 
cessary. 

"  Immodiately  upon  bis  return  to  close 
confinement,  my  professional  assistance 
was  again  required,  and  in  the  course  of 
three  weeks,  I  find  all  his  former  symptoms 
not  only  returned,  but  greatly  aggravated. 

"  Under  thes^  circumstances,  it  is  my 
opinion  that  the  same  or  a  stronger  neces- 
sity of  fresh  air  and  exercise  exists  than 
did  at  the  time  of  my  former  application, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  copy. 
(Signed)  «'  E.  P.  Charlxsworth^M.D." 

"  Lincoln,  April  2<J,  1811.'' 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  stated,  that  he  had 
that  day  received  a  letter  from  the  high 
Sheriff/the  delay  of  which  was  owing  to 
bis  having  been  in  town,  and  having  left 
directions  behind  him,  under  the  expecta- 
tion of  an  immediate  return,  that  bis  letters 
•hould*  not  be  sent  after  him.  It  informed 
him,  that  Mr.  Finnerty  had  at  first  en- 
joyed only  one  hour  of  exercise  in  the 
open  air,  which  period  was  afterwards  ex- 
tended to  three.  This  indulgence,  how- 
ever, it  was  found  necessary  to  withhold, 
in  consequence  of  the  extreme  irregularity 
and  impropriety  of  his  conduct,  and  which 
was  stated  to  be  of  a  description  not  more 
inconsistent  with  decorum  than  with  the 
rules  and  discipline  of  the  prison.  He  was 
in  possession  also  of  certificates  contrary 
to  those  mentioned  by  the  hon.  gent.  He 
had,  however,  no  objection  to  make  every 
further  inquiry  necessary  to  prove  whether 
it  was  possible  to  relieve  the  inconveni- 
ence complained  of.  His  noble  friend 
(lord  Castlereagh)  had,  it  was  but  justice 
to  say,  manifested  every  desire  to  render 
the  confinement  of  Mr.  Finnerty  as  mild  as 
was  compatible  with  the  sentence. 

Mr.  ^Aii^read  said,  he  knew  not  what 
Mr.  Finnerty's  conduct  might  have  been; 
bat  (be  charge  rested  entirely  on  the 


authority  of  the  letter  received  by  the 
right  hon.  gent.     But  even  if  this  was  the 
case,  he  could  not  see  why  he  should  be 
denied  airy  apartm*;nts.    The  certificates 
which  he  had  received  were  signed  by 
three  very  respectable    physicians,  and 
were  therefore  entitled  to  belief.    The- 
observations  of  the  magistrates,  as  recorded' 
in  the  petition,  were  uiHler  uny  circum- 
stances highly  improper,  nor  was  a  want  of 
money  a  just  reason  for  adding  to  the 
severity  of  the  punishment  of  any  ofiRsnce* 
The  conduct  of  the  sheriff  likewise  was 
very  indiscreet. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  did  not  know 
what  powers  were  vested  in  the  nla« 
gistrates'or  gaoler  to  convert  the  prison 
into  a  House  of  correction,  and  inflict  so* 
litary  confinement  at  their  discretion. 
This  appeared  to  have  been  done  in  this 
instance,  and  an  acquaintance  of  his  had 
informed  him,  that  in  passing  through 
Lincoln,  he  bad  wished  to  see  Mr.  Fin« 
nerty,  but  was  refuned  admittance.  It 
likewise  seemed  to  him  that  the  Secretary 
of  Slate  was  not  a  proper  'person  to  be 
appealed  to,  or  any  of  the  executive  mi- 
nisters of  the  crown.  Enough  had  cer- 
tainly been  said  to  induce  the  House  to 
take  the  Petition  into  full  consideration, 
and  extend  to  the  prisoner  all  the  relief 
and  accommodation  that  was  consistent 
with  the  nature  of  the  sentence. 

Mr.  Habini^ton  said  that  a  friend  of  his 
had  been  denied  access  to  Mr.  Finnerty. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  thought  that  the  allega« 
tions  contained  in  the  petiiion  were  of 
a  nature  that  required  an  answer  very  dif- 
ferent from  that  which  had  been  as  yet 
given,  -There  could  be  no  doubt  that  Mr. 
Finnerty  had  eirered  the  prison  in  which 
he  was  n<iw  confined  in  a  state  of  health 
much  impaired ;  a  circumstance  which  in 
itself  ou^ht  to  have  been  sufficient  to  have 
ensured  Mr.  Finnerty  every  possible  in« 
dulgence  con^Went  wiih  his  situation* 
Indee:!  he  thought,  that  this  niight  have 
been  rendered  without  any  very  extraor- 
dinary exercise  of  humanity.  But  in- 
stead of  this,  it  appeared  that  he  bad  been 
treated  with  downright  cruelty.-  It  was^ 
indeed,  a  statement  of  cruelty  so  exces- 
sive, that  in  his  opinion  it  would  be  to 
the  disgrace  of  the  House  if  they  suffered 
It  to  remain  on  their  table 'uncontradicted 
and  unremedied.  There  were  some  parts 
of  the  Petition  to  which  the  right  hon. 
secretaty  had  given  no  answer;  one  es- 
pecially, which  appeared  to  him  to  require 
the  fttllest  ezplanatioD^if  indeed  it  could 
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nerty  pass  the  limits  of  temperate  discai* 
sioOf  and  so  bring  down  upon  himself  the 
weighty  visitation  of  the  law.  To  this  of- 
fence Mr.  Finnerty  had  been  led  by  those 
sentiments  whi(^  in  periods  more  favour* 
able  to  the  cause  of  liberty^  have  distin- 
guished the  brightest  characters  in  the 
history  of  this  country.  He  had  been  ia 
that  instance,  as  well  as  in  a  subse* 
quent  one,  right  in  principle,  a  rooted  at- 
tachment to  the  cause  of  his  oppressed 
country  was  that  principle ;  and  it  was  a 
principle  from  which,  however  punishment 
might  remotely  flow, disgrace  never  could. 
In  this  country,  as  in  his  own,  the  same 
principle  had  led  him  into  the  commis- 
sion ot  a  similar  ofience.  He  had  in  both 
cases  told  the  truth  beyond  the  licence  of 
the  law,  and  in  this  case,  as  well  ms  in  the 
former,  he  suflered  in  the  cause  of  hii 
country,  which  was  the  cause  of  truth 
and  justice.  He  thought  it,  therefore^ 
extremely  harsh  that  a  man  so  suffering 
for  telling  the  truth,  unjustifiably  sboola 
be  classed  with  the  greatest  culprits  and 
felons  in  the  admeasurement  of  his  pu- 
nishment, at  the  insolent  discretion  of  a 
gaoler.  There  was  besides  a  circum- 
stance in  the  sentence  of  the  court  on  Mr. 
Finnerty,  which  must  have  operated  with 
peculiar  severity  in  his  case.  It  was  well 
known  that  Mr.  Finnerty  had  been  for 
many  years  employed  in  this  great  city 
in  a  way  most  flattering  to  his  literary  ta- 
lents, and,  he  beliered,  as  productive  in 
point  of  emolument  as  it  was  honourable. 
What,  then,  must  have  been  the  suiferiogs 
of  this  unfortunate  gentleihao,  not  only  to 
have  been  thrown  into  gaol  for  eighteen 
months,  but  to  be  banished  to  so  remote 
a  distance  as  Lincoln,  from  the  scene  of 
his  industry,  and  thus  cat  off  from  hia 
literary  connections,  and  perhaps  the 
means  of  cqmmon  subsistence  ?  Under  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  be  thought 
it  most  particularly  deserving  the  attention 
of  the  House.  He  concluded,  by  entreats 
ing  of  the  right  hon.  Secretary  to  take  the 
most  speedy  and  effectual  means  of  putting 
a  stop  to  the  system  of  oppression,  by 
yvbich  Mr.  Finnerty  appeared  to  have 
been  so  shamefully  persecuted. 

Lord  CasiUreaghmd,  that  his  right  hon, 
friend,  the  Secretary  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, had  done  him  but  justice  in 
giving  him  credit  for  his  wishes,  respecting 
the  mitigation  of  Mr.  Finnerty 's  sofferinga. 
When  he  had  first  heard  of  that  gentleman'a 
application  upon  that  subject,  he  did  not 
feel  hifflielf  probibiled  from  interpoaing 


admit  of  any  ;  and  that  was,  that  the 
gaoler,  with  but  three  i(i  family,  monopo- 
Hzed  to  himself  the  exclusive  use  of  thir- 
teen separate  rooms  ;  while  Mr.  Finnerty, 
at  the  manifest  risk  of  his  life,  was  to 
eonttnae  for  eighteen  months  confined  in 
a  damp  and  noisome  cell.  He  would  ask, 
was  this  to  be  endured  ?  Was  it  to  be  en- 
dured that  a  gaoler  was  thus  to  assume 
the  power  of  making  an  infinite  difference 
between  punishments  which  the  courts  of 
laworiginallymeanttobethe  same.  Upon 
what  ground  did  this  gaoler  take  it  upoo 
him  to  refuse  Mr.  Finnerty's  friends  ac- 
cess lb  him  ?  Was  this  a  part  of  his  sen- 
tence ?  and  were  they  tOr  leave  Mr.  Fin« 
nerty  in  such  a  precarious  state  of  health 
as  he  then  was,  to  the  discretion  of  a  man 
who  seemed  so  capriciously  and  cruelly 
to  have  abdsed  his  trust?  He  felt  himself 
bound  to  entreat,  firom  the  right  hon.  Se« 
cretary,  some  distinct  declaration  upon 
this  part  of  the  subject,  pledging  himself 
to  interpose  hii  autliority  in  the  remedy- 
ing what  appeared  to  be  a  system  of  op- 
pression. Another  circumstance,  not  very 
satisfactorily  explained,  vras  the  great 
lapse  of  time  that  had  intervened  between 
the  time  of  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
Btate  to  the  sheriff,  and  the  receipt  of  the 
sheriff's  answer ;  such  delay  might  have 
been  of  fatal  consequences  in  cases  where 
the  health  of  the  individual  aggrieved  hat 
more  rapidly  declined.— As  far  as  the 
present  question  personally  related  to  Mr. 
Finnerty,  he  confessed  that  he  was  one  of 
those  who  did  not  think  it  the  less  deserv- 
ing their  attention  on  that  account.  He 
did  not  stand  forward  to  defend  Mr.  Fin* 
nerty's  violation  of  the  laws  of  his  country, 
for  which  violation  he  was  now  making  so 
levere  an  expiation ;  but  however  culpa- 
ble Mr.  Finnerty  had  been,  he  could  not 
forget  that  gentleman's  past  life.  At  a 
very  early  age,  when  a  nlere  boy,  he 
began  the  world  by  turning  the  advantages 
of  a  good  education  into  the  means  of  ho- 
nourable flubiistence  for  himself  and  fa- 
mil}*  ;  it  was  bis  misfortune  while  yet  a 
boy,  to  live  in  times  when  it  was  criminal 
to  complain  of  oppression ;  times  which 
every  honest  and  uonourable  mind  must 
have  witnessed  with  iifdignant  regret ; 
times  in  which  such  a  system  of  oppres- 
sion and  persecution  ivas  pursued,  as  must, 
if  persisted  in  much  longer,  have  ended  in 
the  ruin  of  the  country —in  such  times,  and 
under  the  impulse  of  those  feelings  which 
they  were  but  too  well  calculated  to  ex- 
cite in  etery  ingenaoos  miadi  did  Mr.  Fin* 
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with  his  Majesty's  govtrnment^  for  ttie  im- 
mediate and  efifectaal  repression  of  any 
nndae  severities  which  might  have  been 
experienced  by  Mr.  Ftnnerty.  In  claim- 
ing every  exemption  from  such  oppres* 
•ion,  he  thought  that  the  petitioner  was 
asking  not  for  indulgence,  but  for  justice. 
Neither  could  any  proceedings  that 
might  be  taken  in  consequence  of  this 
Petition,  be  considered  as  a  nvark  of  indul- 
gence to  the  Petitioner,  it  would  be  in 
effect  but  remedying  a  wroi^g,  restoring 
Mr.  Finnerty  to  a  right*  In  saying  this 
much  of  th«  motive  of  the  present  applica- 
tion, which  appeared  to  him,  if  Mr.  Fin- 
nerty thought  himself  aggrieved,  to  be  a 
Tery  justifiable  appeal,  he  could  not  help 
alluding  so  far  to  the  remote  cause  of  the 
Petitioner's  present  situation.  He  had 
not,  he  trusted,  been  remarkable  for  fol- 
lowing up  with  any  vindictive  animadver- 
sions, attacks  of  a  certain  nature,  but  the 
one  made  by  Mr.  Finnerty,  was,  he  must 
say,  so  gross  a  libel,  not  merely  personally 
upon  him,  but  upon  the  administration  in 
general  of  Ireland  at  that  time,  that  he 
thought  his  passing  it  over  in  silence  might 
have  been  misinterpreted  as  a  tllme  ac- 
quiescence in  the  truth  of  charges  so  ex- 
tremely heinous.  He  had,  therefore,  no 
mltemative  left  him,  but  such  an  acqui- 
escence, or  the  discharge  ofapainful  public 
duty ;  in  the  discharge  of  it  he  had  been 
influenced  by  no  private  motive.  The 
House  would  do  him  the  justice  to  admit, 
that  in  attacks  of  that  kind,  merely  a£fect- 
ing  himself  personally^  he  had  not  proved 
himself  extremely  querulous;  but  in  the 
present  case,  had  he  passed  it  over,  he 
should  have  really  thought  himself  guilty 
of  a  great  breach  of  public  duty;  that 
duty,  however,  having  been  now  dis- 
'Charged,  he  should  have  great  pleasure  in 
forwarding  every  means  for  the  removal 
of  any  oppressive  usage,  which  the  Peti- 
tioner might  4)ave  experienced.  Nor,  in- 
deed, should  he  have  been  unwilling  to 
have  been  instrumental  in  applying  to  the 
fountain  of  mercy,  had  not  the  repetition 
of  Mr.  Finnerty's  assertion  of  the  truth  of 
his  statements  of  torture,  &c.  in  the  peti- 
tion now  upon  their  tabic,  tied  up  his 
hands  effectually  from  any  such  interposi- 
tion. It  did  not  bowevf  r  preclude  him 
from  joining  with  the  House  in  providing 
that  the  wrongs  of  which  the  Petitioner 
complained,  should  be  redressed.— Having 
•ai4  so  much  upon  the  question,  as  affect- 
ing Mr.  Finnerty  and  himself,  nothing 
that  had  GiUen  irom  the  hon.  gent,  who 


spoke  lastf  should  tempt  him  to  go  then 
into  the  disevssion  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Irish  government  during  the  times  so 
warmly  alluded  to ;  but  this  he  wooJd 
take  the  liberty  of  saying,  that  upon  that 
question^  when  brought  before  parliament 
in  a  way  likely  to  be  subservient  totho 
purposes  of  truth,  he  should  be  prt;pared  Id 
meet  ,that  hon.  gent  or  any  other,  and  to 
prove  to  the  satisfaction  ofthe  House  and 
of  the  country,  that  the  general  condaet 
of  the  Irish  Administration  (he  spoke  not 
of  individual  instances  of  cruelty,  which 
nothing  could  justify),  was  at  that  time 
fully  justifiable. 

Sir  Sornife/  Aoms^  said,  that  this  appear- 
ed to  him  to  be  a  case  of  the  very  last  im- 
portance ;  there  was  one  material  fiiet 
which  had  not  been  at  all  explained  by 
his  right  hon.  friend  the  Secretary  for  the 
Home  Department.  When  this  pereosi 
was  sent  to  the^  castle  of  Lincoln,  there  to 
be  confined  pursuant  to  his  sentence;  the 
gaoler  locked  him-up^in  a  solitary  cell  ap« 
propriated  to  felons-— opon  what  authority 
did  the  gaoler  venture  to  do  this  I  the  pri- 
soner was  not  sentenced  to  solitary  impri- 
sonment—«  punishmentconeemtng  which, 
however,  he  belieted,  there  were  no  small 
doubts,  as  to  whether  there  were  any  sana- 
tion of  it  to  be  found  inthe  lawa  of  Fingland 
—but  be  that  as  it  might,  if  there  was  snob 
a  distinction,  was  the  imposing  of  it  to  be 
left  in  the  hands  of  a  gaoler?  .This  would 
be  a  power  beyond  any  thing  exercised 
by  the  King's-banch.  That  conrt  sen- 
tenced one  man  to  twelve  months  i«pri« 
sonment — another  to  eighteen*»-another 
to  two  years — bat  what  was  the  difference 
of  a  lew  months  more  or  less  confinement* 
compared  with  that  of  solitary  confine- 
ment, in  a  felon's  cell,  shut  out  from  every 
intercourse,  and  even  the  meant  of  earn- 
ing subsistence  withheld^  and  was  this 
fearfol  discretion  to  be  left  to  the  whim  of 
a  gaoler  ?  This  was  not  the  case  of  a  pri- 
vate individual;  it  was  the  case  of  the  pub* 
lie;  this  was  putting  into  the  hands  of 
every  gaoler  the  severest  punishment 
.that  could  be  inflicted  on  a  British  snb- 
ject  short  of  death.  Another  considera- 
tion was  that  the  punishment  of  the  rieh 
man  would  be  essentially  different  from 
that  of  the  poor  man,  though  confined  for 
the  same  offence,  and  under  the  very  sane 
sentence :  from  gaolers  it  might  not  be  so 
wonderful ;  but  what  were  they  to  say  t<K 
magistrates  who  could  have  the  face  to  tell 
this  wretched  man,  that  for  three  guineas 
a  week  more  be  could  be  accommodated 
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with  a  better  apartment  ?  What !  was  i 
this  l^guage  for  magistrates,  who  offi- 
cially stood  between  the  prisoner  and  op- 
pression, to  make  use  of  in  answer  to  an 
.application  for  redress  ?  This  was  a  cir- 
J^utnstance  which  could  not  rest  there; 
ll.i^s  certainly  very  late  in  the  session, 
but  late  as  it  was,  he  thought  that  this  fact 
and  others,  particularly  .  the  power  so 
ahamefully  usurped  by  the  gaoler,  ought 
to  be  made  the  ground  of  a  parliamentary 
enquiry. 

Mr.  WiUiam  SmUh  declared  that  hishon. 
and  learned  friend  had  said  every  thing  he 
meant  to  have  said  upon  the  subject.     If 
the  gaoler  could  put  a  man  in  solitary  con- 
>finement,  how  was  that  man  to  get  redress? 
He  gave,  perhaps,  a  letter  to  the  turnkey 
to  put  in  the  post-office,  and  he  threw  it 
behind  the  6 re — how  then  was  it  to  be 
.known  ?    The  man  might  die>    and   the 
.gaoler  might  report  him  as  having  died  in 
mfit,  and  bring  in  all  his  turnkeys*  to  swear 
to  it.     He  wished  to  know,  who  was  an- 
swerable for  all  this  ?    which  of  the^ve 
parties  already   mentioned .  in  the  course 
of  the  debate  had  the  responsibility  ?  was 
.  it  the  Seocetary  for  the  home  department, 
.the  court  of  King's  bench,-  the    magis- 

-  trates,  the  sheriff,  or  the  gaoler  ? 

Mr.  D.  Giddy^9AsMX\i&^  that  the  con- 
.Tersation  alleged  to  have  been  held  with 

the  prisoner  by  the  magistrates  was,  on 
'  their  part,  very  reprehensible,  but  there 

could  be  no  doubt,  that  even  in  saying 

•  jwhat  they  did,  their  motive  could  not 
have  been  of  any  base  or  unworthy  de« 
acription.  •  <   • 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder,  in  explanation, 
.  atated,  that  the  one  hour's  air  and  exercise 
)iad  been  at  first  enlarged  to  three  hours 
at  different  times,  one  hour  each  tin^e,  and 
that  on  certain  gross  and  indecent  impro- 
prieties having  been  committed  by, the 
prisoner,  that  time  had  not  been  lessened ; 

•  out    it  wa^    thought    advisable  that  he 

-  should  take  the  three  hours  exercise  at 
once,  from  eleven  till  two,  every  day:  the 
cold  of  the  aparimeni  had  been  remedied 
by  a  baize  duor.     It  was  a  mistake  to  re- 

•  present  Mr.  Finnerty  as  under  solitary 
confinement.    He  was  under  no  such  thing. 

.  As  to  the  complaint  made  by  an  hon.  gen- 
tleman of  the  severity  of  banishing  the  pe« 

\  tioner  to  a  gaol  so  distant  from  the  metro- 
polis, it  was  in  compliance  with  the  ear* 
nest  applications  of  the  prisoner's  friends 
that  he  was  not  sent  to  a  prison  in  the  im* 
mediate  vicinity  of  London,  Out  tent  to  a 
cohntrj  gaol,  and  one  which,  was  con- 
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sidered  the  healthiest  in  England.  H« 
understood  that  the  offensive  smell  com- 
plained of  did  not  exist.  He  professed 
himaelf,  however,  ready  to  recommend  the 
adoption  of  every  measure  likely  to  pro- 
mote the  health  and  accommodation  of 
the  prisoner,  and  at  the  same  time  con- 
sistent with  the  precautions  necessary  to 
prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  same  indecent 
irreffularities  to  which  he  had  alloded. 

Mr.  Whubread  said  that  it  appeared 
from  various  statements  of  Mr.  Finnerty « 
that  the  gaoler  had  acted  towards  him  lO 
the  most  brutal  manner  possible,  answer- 
ing all  his  applications  for  redress  by  roes- 
sages  through  the  turnkey  conveyed  in 
terms  the  most  insolent  and  scandalous. 
He  hoped  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would 
engage  to  get  Mr.  Finnerty. one  of  the 
front  apartments  in  the  more  airy  part  of 
the  prison. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  coM  not  give  any 
other  than  the  general  pledge  he  bad 
given,  <|ualified  by  the  conditions  he  had 
annexed  to  it. 

Mr.  Charles  Adams  hoped,  now  that  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  promised  everf 
thing  Accessary  to  remedy  the  grievances 
complained  of  by  Mr.  Finnerty,  the  ob- 
ject of  the  petition  had  thus  been  gained  ; 
and  since  tnat  was  the  case,  he  trusted  the 
discussion  would  not  continue  the  whole 
night.  An  hon.  gentleman  had  favoured 
the  House  with  a  high  and  elaborate  eulo- 
^  gium  on  Mr.  Finnerty,  and  had  certainly 
*in  the  course  of  it  brought  certain  merits 
of  that  persoa^o  light  which  he  had  never 
befpre. beard  attributed  to  him.  He  hoped, 
however,  now  that  the  wishes  of  ^he  Hooae 
were  known  upon  the  subject,^that  there 
woulfl  be  no  necessity  for  any-  more  oolo- 
gies upon  the  great  services  and  great 
talents  of  Mr.  Finnerty. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  said,  in  explanatkHi, 
that  in  what  he  had  said  of  Mr.  Finnerty, 
he  did  not  aflect  to  pass  any  eulogy  upon 
him.  He  had  merely  stated  what  be  un- 
derstood to  be  facts;  and  if  those  facts 
were  of  a  nature  so  praise-worthy  as  lo 
amount  in  effect  to  an  eulogy,  he  did  not 
see  why  the  statement  of  them  should  have 
been  so  ofiensive  to  the  hon.  gentlenuin's 
delicacy.  He  might,  however,  call  it 
eulogy  if  he  pleased ;  but  while  it  waa 
true,  he  should  not  be^ashamed  of  it.  He 
did  not  think  it  ought  to  be  withheld  from 
Mr.  Finnerty  merely  because  he  happened 
to  be  at  that  time  an  unfortunate  prisoner 
pining  in  a  cell.  His  motive  in  saying 
what  he  had  of  Mr.  Finnerty  was  to  da 
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**  Foonhly^  That  ercry  oenon  hafiog 
Mch  credit^  to  entered  to  his  account,  in 
any  one  place,  as  aforeiaid,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  transfer  the  whole  of  such  som,  or 
any  part  thereof,  to  his  own  account,  or  to 
that  of  any  other  person,  at  any  place, 
where  any  such  bank  book  is  kept 

"Fifihly,  As,  under  proper  manage* 
ment  foch  entries  and  transfers  cannot 
cfver  be  forged ;  there  would  be  no  injos* 
ttce,  if  such  a  transfer  were,  by  law,  to  be 
made  a  legal  tender. 

''  The  rapidity  of  sooh  transfers  with- 
out any  danger  of  loss,  from  the  mail 
being  robbed,  or  from  insurrections,  or* 
other  consequences  of  an  invasion,  must  be 
felt  by  your  lordship  as  a  great  additional 
recommendation  of  this  plan.  I  hav^  the 
honour  to  be  with  great  respect,  my  lord, 
^c.  Stanbopb.'' 

The  Duke  of  NwfM  thought  that  the 
three  shilling  tokens  beinj^  so  near  in  value 
to  half  crowns  would  be  scarcely  distin- 
guishable from  them,  and  that  some  con- 
fusion would  thence  arise. 

Earl  BoMiirsi  stated,  that  these  tokens 
were  rendered  wholly  different  in  their 
appearance  from  half  crowns,  and  might 
be  easily  distinguished  from  them. 

Tb»  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 
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Mondojf,  June  24. 

Ma.  FiMMBRTY.]  Mr.  Chaplm  rose  to 
make  some  observations  respecting  the 
Petition  of  Mr.  Fijinevty,  which  bad  been 

S resented  to  the  Hoose  on  Friday.  The 
on.  gentleman  said  he  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  Tindicating  the  magistracy  of  the 
county  of  Lincoln  from  any  imputations 
which  the  allegations  contained  in  that 
Petition  might.,haTe  a  tendency  to  excite. 
He  spoke,  then,  generally  of  them  as  a 
body  of  gentlemen  every  wav  worthy  of 
the  trust  reposed  in  them.  He  next  ad- 
verted to  the  severe  and  cruel  treatment 
which  Mr.  Finnerty  complained  of  having 
received  from  the  gaoler.  He  affirmed, 
on  tike  ^ntrary,  that  the  treatment  had 
been  'most  kind-  and  indulgent,  till  the 
impropriety  of  Mr.  Finnerty's  conduct 
had  rendered  a  more  rigorous  sort  of  treat- 
ment absolutely  necessary.  As^to  the 
apartment  of  which  so^  much  had  been 
said,  he  had  been  in  it.  It  was  a.  room  iZ2 
feel  by  1 1,  and  16  feet  high. .  There  was 
one  window  of  4  feet^by  4|  feet;  and 
when  he  was  there,  he  aid  not  parceite 


any  ofieniiva  maell.  He  upon  that  occa- 
sion saw  Mr.  Finnerty  in  the  coort«yard  ; 
and  he  then  understood,  that  until  Mr. 
Finnerty  had  forfeited  all  title  to  any  in^ 
dulgence  by  the  impropriety  of  his  con- 
duct, he  not  only  had  free  access  to  the 
court-yard,  but  was  allowed  to  walk  in 
the  gaoler's  garden,  and  had  liberty  to 
read  in  the  gaoler's  green-house.  He  con* 
eluded  by  expressing  his  belief  that  the 
gaoler  was  not  a  man  disposed  to  treat  his 
prisoners  cruelly,  and  that  thejnagistiatei 
were  a  most  respectable  body  of  men.  * 

Mr.  Hcwarik  saki,  that  nothing  had 
fallen  from  the  hon.  gentleman  to  alter  at  \ 
all  in  his  mind  the  material  pointaof  this 
most  extraordinary  case.  He  was  not 
disposed  to  question  the  title  of'  the  ma- 
gistrates in  general  of  the  county  of  Lin* 
coin,  lo  the  character  given  of  them  by 
the  hon*  gentleman ;  but  of  this  he  was 
clear,  that  if  they,  or  any  of  them,  held 
with  Mr.  Finnerty  such  a  conversation  as 
he  charged <4hem  with  having,  held,  they 
were  no  longer  fit  to  hold  their  offices  at 
magistraces-*-and  if  the  conduct  of  the      ^ 

gaoler  was  such  as  had  been  rupresented, 
e.  thought  that*  that  person  should  no 
longer  be  suffered  to  abuse  a  trust  of 
which  he  must  in  such  case  have  proved 
himself  so  unworthy.  What  I  was  it  to 
be  endured  that  a  noler  -shouhl'  turn  the 
sufferings  of  his  unfortunate  prisoners,  into 
a  source  of  emolument?  Mr.  Finnerty 
was  suffering  .th»  sentence  of  the  law— but 
was  he  therefore  resnoved  out  of  the  pro* 
tection  of  the  law }  Was  this  gaoler  to 
be  allowed  to  play  the  part  of  his  brother 
in  the  Beggar's  Opera,  who  had  his  fetters 
of  all  prices,  and  was  loading  captain 
Macheath  with  an  enormous  pair,  until  the 
captain  bribed  him  to  afford  him  a  lighter? 
He  trusted  the  Hoose  would*  interfere  to 
prevent  such  unconstitutional  oppression. 

Mr.  Jifimgkttm  said  that  the  most  serious 
part  of  the  charge  against  the  gaoler,  that 
of  bis  having  aggravated  the  sentence  of 
the  court,  which  was  mere  deprivation  of 
liberty,  into  the  infinitely  more  grievous 
punishment  of  s61itary  confinemeni — ^that 
part  of  the  charge  had  not  been  touched 
upon  by  the  hon.  gentleman.  This  waa, 
perhaps,  the  most  important  part  of  the 
question^  whether  a  gaoler  being  entrust- 
ed with  the  charge  of  two  defendants,  both* 
sentenced  for  the  same  ofience  to  the  samo 
term  of  imprisonment,  could,  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  bis  own  caprice,  or  for  purposes 
of  his  own  emolument,  make  those  punisb* 
ments  essentially  different,  which  the  court 
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of  Kiag'b  Bench  had  ori^Nialiy  intendlcd 
|Q  ho  anbsiaoUBUy  the  aatne.  Solitary 
<Joii&ii»ineni  was  not  to  viiich  different 
firon>^  AS  oppoiite  to,  mere  ordinary  impri- 
attDfneai;  lehere  a  man  had  free  acceet  to 
his  friends^  and  eivery  accommodation  he 
would  hane  in  his  own  house^  with  the 
czctption  of  the  restraint  upon  his  liberty. 
As  to  the  noisoese  smell  in  Mr.  Finnerty's 
apartment,  he  had  been  among  the  first  to 
Tottch  for  the  troth  of  that  fact ;  at  least  as 
for  as  he  coaU  vonchlor  the  truth  of  any 
fact  which  he  bad  not  hnown  from  per- 
lonal  ohaervatioD.  An  bon.  and  learned 
irieiid  of  his  who  bad  been  in  the  cell  as- 
auretJ  him  that  the  common  sewer  passing 
vshdrp  ike  flooring  of  the  cell  emitted  a 
OHiat  loathsome  smell.  Were  there,  how- 
•lies,  no  othet  facts  than  those  respecting 
the  gaotler's  conduct  in  changing  Mr.  Fin* 
Hetty's,  sentence  into  solitary  confinement, 
artd  that  other  also  respecting  the  conver- 
sation held  by  the  magistrates  with  Mr. 
Finnerty— i-were  there  no  other  than  those 
Iwof  he  fully  concurred  with  his  learned 
and  hon.. friend  (sir  S.  Romilly)  in  think* 
ing  that  both  or  either  in  themselves,  not« 
withstanding  the  late  period  of  the  session, 
fitrnished  ample  grounds  fur  grave  parlia- 
mentary inquiry. 

Mr,  ChapUu  replied,  thai  the  coercions 
anhaequently  imposed  upon  Mr.  Finnerty 
■light  have  been  found  necessary  in  con- 
sequence of  his  attempts  to  seduce  the 
under  officer  of  the  prison  from  his  duty. 
So  far  from  hie  confinmneiA  having  been 
aolitary,  be  was  allowed  a  servant,  who 
was  in  constant  attendance  on  him. 

Imsolvent  DiBToas'  Bill.]  On  the 
notion  for  going  into  a  Committee  on  this 
Bill, 

Sir  5.  RamUly  said,  he  should  be  ex« 
tfcnely  sorry  that  a  question  of  snch  great 
publfc  importance  should  pass  over  like  a 
natter  of  course  without  any  observation^ 
Ahhough  the  passing  of  Insolvent  Bills, 
from  time  to  time,  became  necessary  from 
the  defect  of  our  laws,  the  very  necessity 
of  them  was  a  reproach  to  our  law.  He 
thought  that  it  would  be  infinitely  better, 
that  somo  general  act  should  be  passed  on 
••me  fixed  principle:  for  example,  that 
l^r  an  imprisonment  of  twelve,  or  six 
nonthsi  or  any.  other  fixed  time,  any 
debtor  ahould  be  intiiled  to  his  liberty  on 
his  giving  np  liis  property.  By  the  exist* 
ing  law  the  creditor  was  entitled  to  impri- 
■•n  his  debtor  for  life,  yet  the  legielature 
/bund  that  tlu»  was  a  syst«n  on  which  It 


waa  itnposaiUe  to  act  It  appeared  to 
bim»  that  it  would  be  mnch  better  to  ameod 
the  defect  of  (be  system  by  a  general  law; 
and  he  highly  approved  of  the  priacipfea 
of  a  Bill  brought  in  in  anether  place/ lord 
Redesdale's  Bill),  altbaogh  he  thought  it 
was  capable  of  improvement  in  some  of 
ita  clauses. 

Sir  r.  Thnoi  hoped,  that  by  the  next 
session  gentlen^en  would  be  disposed  to 
acknowledge  the  propriety  of  passing  some 
general  act  upon  tbtt  subject ;  as  the  in* 
solvent  acts  now  operated,  they  did  almost 
as  ipucb  evil  as  good,  as  they  certainly 
let  out  a  great  number  of  fraudulent 
debtors. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committeo 
on  the  Bill. 

RsroaT  on  the  Petitions  or  tbb 
Manufacturers  or  Manchester,  &c.J 
Colonel  Sianiey  was  extremely  sorry  that 
it  was-  not  in  his  power  to  propose  somo 
measure  for  the  relief  of  the  Petitiouers* 
He  was  glad,  however,  that  the  Petition 
had  been  referred  to  a  Committee,  as  the 
Petitioners  thenueWes  would  be  better 
satisfied,  when  they  fuond  that  althoogh 
the  House  oould  give  no  relief,  they  had 
bealowed  their  serious  attention  to  the 
case  which  bad  been  laid  before  tbeni« 
It  was  certainly  a  most  aiBicting  conai* 
deration,  that  in  the  town  of  Manchester 
and  its  vicinity  there  were  no  less  than 
25,400  persons,  who  had  in  some  shape  or 
'  another,  received  parish  relief  in  the  pre- 
sent year. 

The  Cha»eeihr  of  the  Esch€qmr  ob- 
served, that  the  Report  of  the  Commitleo 
being  now  before  the  House,  it  mnsl 
be  disposed  of  in  some  regular  niaoaer* 

The  ^ieahr  suggested,  that  it  was  tho 
usual  course  in  such  dasea  for  some  gei^ 
tleman  to  move  the  farther  consideration 
of  the  Report  at  some  day  beyond  tho 
probable  duration  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Doom  Gidtfy  rose  to  move  that  tho. 
Report  be  taken  into  farther  consideration 
that  day  month.  He  said  that  the  conduct 
of  the  Petitioners  throughout  was  highly 
praise- worthy,  and  such  as  must  excilo  tho 
greatest  sympathy  for  their  misfortunca. 
He,  however,  deprecated  the  idea  of  ro» 
viewiHg  the  general  policy  of  the  govern* 
ment  of  iht  country  in  an  ihvestigation  of 
t  his  nature.  If  any  gentleman  saw  any  thing 
wrong  in  the  general  poliey  of  the  govern- 
raent,«^it  should  be  brought  forward  aa  a 
sobatantive  measdre,  and  not  blended  with 
the  auMeriogs  of  any  particote  ohua  of 
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peopit.  This  wigbt  exoile  »U  iIm  bad 
pMMtnir,  and  tbote  moit  d«Bgeroui  tt>th«. 
«tatar.wJtboat  doing  tke  leasv  tervke* ,  If 
tey  fMirtkolar  ma^ttfofitore  fell  into  disoscv 
tbe  only  remedy  tbe  penons  employed 
ID  it  coold  have,  waa  either  to  work  at 
lower  prices,  or  to  employ  ibeir  labour  in 
•orae  other  manner.  He  thought  that 
many  of  our  menniactiurers  would  be 
obliged  to  turn  iheir  attention  to  agricul* 
lure,  which  would  make  this  country  iade* 
pendent  of  the  rest  ^f  the  world.  He 
thought  it  was  necenary  to  extinguish 
f  any  hope  of  their  meeting  relief  in  any 
othcf  manner. 

Mr.  Rose  and  Mr.  Blackburn  coincided 
in  the  sentiments  of  the  last  speaker,  and 
bore  testimony  to  the  exemplary  conduct 
of  the  manufacturers.  * 

Lord  A.  Hamilum  said,  that  should  the 
case  of  the  Petitioners  come  before  the 
House  next  session,  he  should  then  feel  it 
lo  be  his  duty  to  enquire  into  the  canaea 
that  led  to  their  distresses. 

Mr.  ffUkofcr^f  in  referrinx  to  the 
orders  in  conncily  did  lint  think  that  as  yet 
the  advantages  arising  from  them  were  so 
mat,  or  thh  dangers  to  bo  apprehended 
from  their  contmuahce  so  alarming,  as  to 
make  persons  quite  positive  as  to  their 
ultimate  result  either  way.  He  confessed, 
however,  that  even  from  what  they  had 
already  done,  if  he  was  not  very  san- 
guine, he  indulged  strong  hopes;  they 
had  revived  our  uradtf,'*and  almost  annihi- 
lated that  of  the  enemy.  He  apoke 
bighly  of  the  merits  of  the  petitioners. 

Mr.  W.  Smiik  gave  his  testimony  also 
to  the  temper  and  pactience  of  the  Peti- 
tioners. He  hoped  their  good  sense  would 
see  the  impossibility  of  that  House  inters 
fering  to. compel  the  masters  not  to  lower 
their  prices,  and  that  they  would  wait  with 
patience  till  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  would  ei&ct  their  relief;  apply- 
ing themselves  in  the  interim  to  the  other 
branches  of  the  trade  which  could  be 
tomed^o  any  accounts—The  motion  then 
paned  in  the  affirmative. 

MoxuMiirTs  F6a  GxaxaAts  MACXSKzit 
AKD  Li^MnwoftTH.]  The  CfumeeUat  iff  ihe 
BMdi^mr  rose  to  move  for  public  Mono- 
nMUts  to  the  memory  of  major«general 
Mackenzie  and  brigadier-general  Lang- 
worth,  who  kXi  at  the  battle  of  Tela- 
▼era.  He  was  extrenMly  concerned, 
that  he  was  so  raiscohceived  on  Fri- 
day as  lo  be  understood  to  mean  sir 
W.  Myers  im  hia  netieeb    Althoogh  he 
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was  as  sensible  ai  an^  asa»of  the  gallsn* 
try  of  sir  W.  Myem,  who  feU  al  the  glo» 
rioosibattlo  of  AttMiera,  yot  \k»  Uous« 
would  see  that  it  waa  necessary  tn  draw  a; 
line  somewhere,  aikl  that  a  parsoa  muse 
have  arrived  at  a  cestaia  military  rank 
before  such  an  honour  was  paid  to  his 
memory.  Major-general  Mackenie  and 
brigadier-general  Langworth  were  of  thai 
rank,  and  he  took  some  shame  to  hunself 
for  not  having  proposed  it  before.  Tho 
fact  was  that  when  he  moved  the  lote  ol 
thanks  on  the  former  occseimi,  it  waa 
the  first  time  he  had  ever  made  a  similar 
motion,  and  he  did  not  then  know  thial 
even  the  rank  of  nuyor^general  was  soft^ 
cient  to  have  such  a  public  honour  b*-* 
stowed  ;  but  upon  enquiry  he  found  thas 
it  was  usual.  AAer  touching  shortly  on 
the  merits  of  general  Mackensie,  whielt 
were  eminently  displayed  in  the  command 
of  the  advanced  goard  of  Tah^vera;  and 
also  after  bestowing  commendations  on 
brigadier-general  Langworth,  an  oAcer  iw 
the  German  Legion,  he  voncladed  by 
moving  **  That  an  humblif  Address  be 
presented  to  his  Royal  Highness  thn 
Prince  Regent,  that  ho  will  be  gracioasly 
pleased  to  give  directions  that  Monuments 
be  erected  in  the  cathedral  church  of  St. 
Paul,  London,  to  the  memory  of  majoii* 
general  Maokeoaie  and  brigadier-general 
Langworth,  who  fell  en  U^  2tfth  day  of 
July  ia09,  in  the  glorious  battle  at  TTala- 
vera  do  la  Reyiia;  and  to  assure  his  Royal 
Highness  thai  this  House  will  make  good 
the  expense  attending  tho8anie.''*-Agffeed 
to,  irm.eiNSb  ' 

MissioiVaaias.]  Mr.  PwMl0r;^afi  wished 
to  put  a  questfott  to  some  hon.  members, 
whom  he  then  saw  in  their  phices.  He 
read  from  a  newspaper,  the  proceedings  of' 
the  Missionary  Society,  at  a  pobiie  dinner. 
To  those  rejolutioos  were  swned  the  names 
of  Mr.  Wilberforce,  Mr.  Rabinglon,  Mr. 
Grant,  and  Mr^  H.  Thornton.  Hie  pari 
to  which  his  attention  was  particularly 
directed,  was  that  Resolnlioii  by  wbiea 
950/.  was  to  he  ^iven,  to  pay  pevsone  Mr 
reading  the  Scriptures  in  the  market 
places  of  the  populous  cities  in  Asia.  He 
wbhed  to  know,  whether  those  gentlemen 
avowed  such  a  reaolntion. 

The  CkanceU&r  ^  Ms  Eisner  spoke  lo 
order. 

The  Sjp§Mk§r  said,  thai  il  was  eenafastf 
qeite  new  in  the  proceedings  of  parliamsnr» 
mr  members  to  be  questioned  in  that  Houso 
abaM  what  passed  al  tnvoro  dimiaiBk 
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Mr.  Prehierg^  aatdi  that  this  paper 
woa  Id  go  to  India,  and  might  do  a  great 
deal  of  mischief  there.  It  appeared  to 
him  a  matter  of  socb  public  importance^ 
that  he  moat,  in  some  way  or  other,  bring 
it  before  parliament. 

PauPKiry    Tax.]      Sir  Thomas  Turion 
rose  in  parsoance  of  the  motion  of  which 
he  had  given  notice.    He  thought  it  was 
moat  evident,  that  the  Property-tax,  aa  it 
waa  called,  wa?  very  unequal  in  ita  opera* 
tion^  and  very  oppreaaive  on  many  claaaes 
of  aociety.     A   peraon  who  bad  200/.  per 
annum  by  way  of  annuity,  which  would 
expire  with  hia  life,  was  called  upon  to 
contribute  hia  20/.  as  well  as  the  man  who 
bad  hia  2(X)/.  per  annum  from  land  that 
would  sell  at  thirty  years'  purchase,  al- 
though the  one  man  would  have  property 
to  the  value  of  6,000/.  to  leave  to  hia  fa- 
mily, and  the  other  would  have  nothing. 
This  waa  in  the  higheat  degree  unequal 
and  unfair.    It  waa  very  hard  upon  poor 
excisemen,  whoae  aalariea  were  but  70/.  or 
SO/,  a  year,  that  they  ahould  be  obliged  to 
pay  income-tax. .  ii  waa  extremely  hard 
on   thoae    whose    incomes    are  not  60/. 
per  annum.    It  waa  alao  extremely  op- 
preaaive on  the  amall  atock-holder  whoae 
dividend  amounted    to  forty-abillinga   a 
year.     If  it  could  be  proved  that  the  tax 
waa  unequal  and  unjuat,  it  ought  to  be 
equaliaed  and  aet  right,  even  although  the 
revenue  might  loae  by  auch    alteration. 
AAer  aome  farther  obaervationa  the  hon. 
baronet  concluded  by  moving  "  That  tbia 
House  will,  early  in  the  next  aeaaion  of  par- 
liament, take  into  ita  conside ration ao  much 
of  ibe  Property  Tax  as  relates  to  the  Con- 
ifibutiona  and  Exemptiona.'^         ' 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  al- 
waya  averae  to  the  Houae  giving  such 
pledgea  unleaa  there  waa  aomething  very 
particular  in  the  nature  and  urgency  of 
the  meaaui^  propoaed,  as  without  auch  a 
pledge  it  waa  competent  to  any  member 
of  parliament  to  bring  the  subject  forward 
aa  early  aa  he  pleased  in  the  next  aeaaion ; 
and  the  giving  tbe  pledge,  while  it  did  not 
really  bind  the  Houae  to  adopt  any  parti- 
cular motioHj  would  yet  appear  to  the. 
public  like  pronouncing  an  opinion  upop 
tbe  aubject,  and  holding  out  aome  aort  of 
promiae,  that  an  alteration  waa  to  be  made. 
Now,  when  a  former  admipiatration 
thought  proper  to  raiae  the  income  tax  to  ten 
per  cent,  he  thought  they  had  acted  wiaely 
and  manfully;  andaltboughhedidnotagree 
with  thtm  m  tbe  argument,  tbti  it  would 
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be  pleasanter  to  pay  ten  per  cent,  at  once, 
yet  be  approved  of  the  increaae  of  thetas. 
If  he  thought  it  neceaaary  at  that  time,  tbe 
public  expenditure  was  certainly  not  di- 
minished since  that  time,  and  therefore  he 
must  oppose  a  material  diminution  of  tbe 
revenue.    Tbe  hon.  baronet  had  himself 
been  aware,  that  the  alterations  be  intend- 
ed to  propose  would  produce  a  material 
diminution  in    the  revenue,    and   there 
would  be  no  way  of  supplying  it  but  by 
laying  taxes  on  some  of  the  necesaartea  of 
lire,  which  would  press  as  strongly  upon 
the  poorer  clasiea,  aa  the  tax  from  which 
it  waa  propoaed  to  relieve  them.    Aa  for 
laying  a    higher  income-tax    upon  tbe 
richer  claaaes,  that  would  be  a  complete 
subversion  of  all  the  principles  of  justice, 
by  which  the  property  of  all  men  should 
be  equally  protected  by  tbe  law.    Aa  to 
what  the  hon.  baronet  had  aaid  of  the  war 
being  carried  on  from  a  aanguinary  mo- 
tive, he  could  not  agree  with  him ;  he  did 
not  think  the  peoplp  of  this  country  were 
actuated  by  any  auch  principle,  and  he 
waa  certain  the  war  bad  never  been  con- 
tinued by  miniatera  on  any  other  ground 
than  from  a  thorough  conviction  of  ita  ab* 
aolute  neceaaity. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  admitted  that  the  tax  aa 
it  atood  waa  free  from  many  of  the  objec- 
tiona  which  attached  to  it  in  its  original 
state.  It  had  been  matter  of  astonish ment 
to  hrm  that,  as  it  first  stnod,  any  minister 
should  have  ventured  to  propose  such  a 
tax  for  the  endurance  of  a  free  people,  or 
(hat  it  could  have  been  pressed  down  their 
throats  without  military  force,  llie  rigid 
inquisition  into  the  private  fortunes  of  in* 
dividuala  had  been  even  more  offensive 
than  its  inequality ;  now,  however,  it  was 
certainly  less  objectionable.  In  its  origi* 
nal  state  it  was  almost  exactly  the  tax, 
which  the  revolutionary  tribunal  proposed 
to  impose  in  London,  provided  they  con« 
quered  it,  as  had  been  shewn. in  one'of  the 
daily  prints  at  that  time.  But  even  to  the 
tax  as  it  existed  at  present,  he  thought  the 
hon.  baronet's  objections  well  founded* 
The  ri^ht  hon.  gentleman  bad- said,  that 
the  notion  of  a  tax  upon  capital  would 
lead  to  a  levelling  principle,  if  pushed  to 
an  extreme;  but  suppose  the  principle  of 
the  tax  on  income^  whiqfi  it  was  at  present^ 
were  pushed  to  an  extreme;  a  person 
having  60/.  a-year  was  liable  to  pay  a  1 0th 
part  of  it.  l^GW,  there  were  persons  with 
families  who  4^oold  not,  by  any  economy* 
live  OH  less  than  QOL  a  year,  and  conse* 
quently,  without  some  adventitious  aida.  if 
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the  tax  w«t  p«id  some  of  the  family  must 
•ianre.  Thit,  however,  he  acknowledged 
to  be  a  sabject  of  great  difficulty,  and  do- 
tbing  bat  an  approximation  to  eqaality 
cottld  be  expected.  Bot  the  principle 
ought  to  be  to  leave  with  persons  of  small 
income  the  means  of  decent  living  in  the 
first  place,  and  then  to  tax  incomes  be- 
yond this  in  nearly  an  equal  degree.  The 
war  might  yet  last  a  long  time,  and  though 
be  himself  mieht,  upon  the  plan  which  he 
•ttgg^tted,  be  liable  te  pay  more  than  he 
DOW  paicU  yet  if  the  poorer  classes  were 
in  some  measure  relieved,  by  removing 
the  burthen  to  the  higher  classes,  he  be-, 
lieved  the  country  would  be  better  natii- 
fied.  He  therefore  wished  that  a  pledge 
ahould  be  given  this  session  that  the  House 
would  recODsider^tbe  principle  of  this  tax, 
allowing,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  relieve  the  lower  classes  in  any 
way  that  would  not  produce  a  defalcation 
io  the  amount  of  this  particular  tax. 

Sir  T.  Turtm  shortly  replied.    He  never 
had  an  idea  of  taking^  the  whole  tax  off 
the  lower  classes,  and  placing  it  on 'the 
higher ;  but  he  thought  a  medium  of  ap- 
proximation might  be  hit  upon ;  and  it^ 
was  on  the  principle  of  cootributiM  ac-' 
cording  to  ability,  that  he  wished  to  ad- 
vocate the  measure.    If  ever  there  was  a 
period  in  which  there  was  necessity  for 
ministers  to  consider  how  far;  the  people 
could  contribute  from  inability,  the  pre- 
aent    was   unquestionably  .that    period. 
Every  thing  that  could  be  done  by  courage 
and  noble  exertion  he  was  confident  would 
be  eflected,but  the  struggle  he  wasconvinc- 
•d  would  be  long,  and  it  would  be  highly 
necessary  to  husband  our  means  of  carry-* 
ing  on  the  war.     It  was  impossible  we 
could  hold  out  otherwise  against  the  supe- 
rior   population  of  France,  became    for 
•very  5,000  men  we  lost,  they  could  afford 
to  lose  20,000.    This  niotion  bad  engaged 
his  serious  attention  for  a  great  length  of 
time,  and  he  thought  it  so  important,  that 
•veo  if  he  should  now  fail  in  it,  he  would 
certainly  bring  it  forward  in  the  course 
of  the  next  session. 

The  motion  was  then  negatived  without 
a  division. 


HOUSa  OP    COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  June  2^. 

PrriTioN  OF  ilifi,  St.  Johk  Mason.] 
Mr.  Skeridan  iaid,  the  case  of  Mr.  St. 
John  Mason,  which  he  was  now  bringing 
kefore  the  Houte^  was  one  of  t^e  most 


unexampled  grievance  which   had  ever 
occurred  in  the  annals  of  oppression  iit 
this  country.    From  his  former  experteno* 
it  was  his  wish  that  the  Irish  governident 
should  agree  to  take  Mr.  Mason's  cas« 
into  their  own  hands;  but  from  the  ab- 
sence of  the  right  hon.  gentleman*  lately 
principal  secretary,  and  now,  he  under* 
stood.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for 
Ireland,  he  was  obliged  to  relinquish  any 
hopes  he  might  have  formed  on  that  sub- 
ject.   It  was  some  time  since  Mr.  Maaon 
had  suffered  the  oppression  and  injustice 
of  which  he  complained ;  but  it  was  proper 
to  observe  that  Mr.  Mason  brought  no 
charge    against   lord    Hardiricke,  under 
whose  administration  that  oppression  took 
place.    What  Mr.  Mason  complained  of 
was,  that  on  false  information  he  had  been 
arrested  and  kept  in  imprisonment  for  two 
years  in  one  of  the  most  loathsome  and 
unclean  prisons  that  the  imagination  of 
man  could  conceive.    The  horrors  of  thu 
Irish  prisons  could  not  even  be  imagined 
by  those  who  had  not  attended  to  the  Re- 
port which  had  been  made  on  the  subjeclp 
Two-thirds  of  th^  ftaolsj  especially  of  thosk 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  metropolis,  whic^ 
were  the  principal  gaols  of  the  country^ 
were  declared  to  be  a  complete  nuisance. 
It  was  astonishing  that  these  abusevshooh) 
have  subsisted  so  long  under  the  cogni« 
zance  of  so  many  members  of  parliament 
of  that  country  in  this  House.    The  power 
of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  examioo 
into  the  prison  abuses  in  Ireland,  was  li- 
mited to  that  object  alone.    Some  of  those 
prisoners  who,  like  Mr.  Mason,  were  ar- 
rested and  put  into  confinement  without 
any  sufficient  cause,  during  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  Habeas  Corpus  act,  -tbooght 
themselves  entitled  to  compensation  for 
the  injury  which  they  had  sustained  Irom 
it:  but  litfr.  Mason  had  uniformly  perse- 
vered, with  an  anxiety  which  did  him  the 
highest  honour,  not  to  seek  for  compensa- 
tion for  the  losses  which  he  had  sustained 
in  being  dragged  from  an  honourable  pro- 
fession to  the  destruction  of  all  bis  future 
prospects  in  life,  but  to  have  his  character, 
which  had  suffered   in  the  eyes  of  the 
world    by    a    groundless    imprisonment, 
again  restored  to  him.    He  had  uniformly 
persisted  in  challenging  all  inquiry  into 
his  conduct,  ^nd  In  calling  upon  govern- 
meut  to  shew  anv  thing  to  the  contf ary  of 
his  statement.    iTbere  was  one  paragraph 
of  bis  Petition  particularly  deserving  of 
notice,  in  which  he  stated,  that  be  had' 
applied  to  the  Irish  government  ag9in  and 
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ag«iih  soliciting  an  examination  into  his 
conduct)  bat  that  all  applications  wbich 
lie  bad  bttberto  made  bad  been  unaYail- 
ing ;  end  he  therefore  concl|ided  that  the 
f  rish  govemment  were  nnder  an  absolute 
inability  to  state  any  just  cause  for  bis  ini* 
prisonment.  Mr.  Mason  charged  the  go- 
vernment .of  the  eari  pf  Hardwf^ice  with 
injustice  and  oppression  towards  him,  and 
with  an  abuse  of  )be  power  which  had 
been  granted  to  them  fbr  the  protection  of 
'  the  people;  and  no  a^jiwer  had  been  made 
.  to  bim  from  which  it  might  be  possible  to 
•ay  i^bethet  the  information  received  bv 
the  government  was  luch  as  to  justi^ 
tlieai..  if  tbe  information  upoA  which  a 
^nati'Ms  deprived  of  his  liberty  was  not 
f>roducible4  then  there  was  an  end  to  every 
thing  like  redress.  If  they  were  to  keep 
m  omn  in  custody  for  two  years,  and  then 
So  be  allowed  to  say,  It  is  true  we  have 
thought  ptroper  to  imprison  ypo  for  two 
years,  we  have  been  tbe  ruin  of  you  and 
'  your  family ;,  but  we  did  tt  upon  very 
sufficient  informationi  which  we  will  not 
produce— that  was  no  answef  to  the  Peti- 
tioner. What  possible  objection  could 
fovernment  have  to  oppose  to  his  claim? 
[e  wished  government  themselves  to  take 
up  this  examination,  that  they  might  see 
•that  they  had  |>roceeded  on  Dine  informa- 
tion. Was  it  not  tbe  wish  of  lord  Hard- 
wicke  himself  tbnt  this  examination  should 
be  ^entered  upon  ?  Here  he  stood  charged 
with  oppression  by  a  person  who  defied 
him  to  produce  any  thing  against  him. 
8urely,  then,  it  must  be  his  wish  to  exa- 
mine into  tbe  charges  on  which  Mr. 
Mason  was  imprisoned*  that  if  they  should 
turn  out  unfounded,  he  might  have  the 
satislkction  of  restoring  Mr.  Mason  to  bis 
former  character  in  society.  Under  such 
•n  impression,  be  had  no  idea  of  the  go- 
vernment's controverting  this  Petition. 
There  were  two  wa^'s  alone  by  which  the 
Pistttioner  could  obtain  redress.  One  of 
these  was  by  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee UD  stairs ;  but  at  this  late  period  of 
the  session,  as  it  would  be  necessary,  in 
order  to  give  the  necessary  information  to 
thai  Committee,  to  move  for  the  produc- 
•  tfon  of  a  number  of  papers  in  Ireland,  it 
vrts  impossible  to  anticipate  any  benefit 
fW>m  a  CfMttmittee.  What  he  had  to  pro- 
p<»e  was»  to  leave  the  matter  in  tbe  hands 
of  the  Irish  government  themselves,  in  tbe 
•ame  way  as  the  examination  of  the  prison 
Abuses  had  been  entrasted  to  them,  which 
ho  would  follow  as  a  pfeoedent;  and  he 
4iad  HQ  doabt  tliat  the  eonso^neace  of  wch 
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examination  would  be  the  r^toration  of 
character  to  Mr.  Mason.  He  Aould  theru« 
fore  move,  "  That  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  toiiisroval  highness  the  Prioc* 
Regent,  that  be  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  give  directions  to  tbe  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  tbe 
case  of  John  St.  John  Mason^esq.  who»  ia 
a  Petition  presented  to  this  House  on  tbe 
17th  of  May  last,  hath  dtrectiy  charged 
the  government  of  the  earl  of  Hardwic4ce, 
when  he  was  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
with  injustice  and  oppression  towards' bi«x 
the  said  John  St.  John  Mason.'' 

Mr.  Ycrke  seconded  the  motion.  As  fxr 
as  his  noble  relation  and  himself  were  con- 
cerned, they  wished  for  investigation ;  bot 
there  were  a  few  points  in  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  gent.»  upon  which  he  was 
desirous  to  make  some  observations.  Tbe 
right  hon.  gent,  had  said,  that  this  was  an 
instance  of , unexampled  oppression;  tbia 
unexampled  oppression,  however,  he  bed 
brought  forward  two  or  three  times  before, 
but  had  always  appointed  a  late  day  for 
the  discussion,  and  after  several  disappoint- 
ments, submitted  it  at  length  almost  on  tbe 
t  last  day  of  the  session.  Surely  if  the  caae 
did  amount  to  an  unexampled  oppression, 
tbe  richt  hoe.  gent,  would  not  have 
delayed  so  long.  But  tbe  right  hon.  sent, 
had  said,  what  the  petition  itself  did  not 
State,  that  the  gentleman  on  whose  behalf 
he  applied  to  the  House,  had  been  con- 
fined in  a  place  described  to  fare  loathsome 
and  abominable.  The  Report  of  the  com* 
missioners  said  the  contrary.  Tbe  right 
hon.  gent,  had  also  maintained,  that  if  the 

f  rounds  upon  which  any  person  was  con- 
ned were  not  stated,  individuals  would 
be^exposed  to  constant  oppression :  but  the 
gentleman  in  question  was  confined  under 
the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  act; 
and  the  argument,  if  good  for  any  thing, 
would  go  against  the  suspension  hf  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Act,  which  was  not  the- 
point  at  issue.  The  fact  was,  that  from 
the  Revolution  down,  the  Crown  had  con- 
stantly exercised  such  a  power,  for  the 
purpose  of  prevention  not  of  punishment. 
He  approved  of  the  wish  manifested  by 
the  petitioner  to  retrieve  his  character<{ 
it  was  honourable — and  as  it  was  proposed 
that  government  itself  should  give  bim 
the  opportunity,  he  should  feel  himself 
guilty  of  an  act  of  injustice  were  he  to 
refuse.  He  hoped  tfie  intelligence  tve  had 
received  might  prove  to  be  fidse.  Mr. 
'Mason  wat  fakim  up  at  the  time  when  tho 
detesmble  insorrectien  broke  out  in  UiO^ 
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aiid.  was  reteased  from  prison  before  the 
Habeas  Corpaa  saspengioo  adt  expired. 
As  far  as  his  noble  relation  was  concerned, 
he  .had  no  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Mason> 
and  thereforie  coald  not  be  suspected  of 
any  personal  resentment  towards  him,  or 
any  wiiih  to  injure  him  as  an  individual. 

Sir  Evan  Nepcaa  said  that  bis  right  hop. 
iirjend  who  brought  forward  the  motion 
was  not  acquainuid  with  the  time  in  which 
the  petitioner  was  imprisoned.  He  (sir 
Evan  Nepean)  was  not  in  Ireland  when 
Mr.  Mason  was  taken  into  custody,  but 
having  arrived  there  shortly  after,  he  had 
entered  minutely  into  an  investigation  of 
the  circumslances,  and  concluded  /rom 
Iheuce^  that  if  government  had  not  ar- 
rested him,  it  would  have  bf.en  guilty  of 
misconduct.  He  had  afterwards,  by  the 
order  of  lord  Hardwicke,  examined  into 
the  cases  of  ail  the  state  prisoners,  and  if 
there  were  any  favourable  circumstances 
in  that  of  Mr.  Mason  he  should  have  been 
glad  to  have  released  him.  He  had  also 
examined  the  place  of  his  confinement, 
and  found  it  to  be  clean  and  comfortable  ; 
and*  having  gone  at  periods  when  he  was 
not  expected*  found  every  thing  conducted 
%vith  an  attention  to  the  comfort}  of  the 
prisoners. 

Mr.  IV.  Smiih  wished  to  do  away  every 
unfavourable  impression  which  the  dis- 
tance of  time  might  make  on  the  mind  of 
the  House.  He  had  met  the  petitioner 
occasionally  at  the  house  of  a  common 
friend*  and  if  any  delay  had  taken  place 
in  bringing  his  case  forward,  he  could 
taJce  it  ^n  him  to  say,  that  it  was  not  at- 
tributable to  him*  though  other  gentlemen 
might  innocently  enough  be  the  cause  of 
it,  oecause  he  would  take  it  upon  him  to 
say  that  Mr.  Mason  was  incessantly  en- 
deavouring to  forward  his  petition.  If  Mr. 
Mason    had    not    good    and    sufficient 

f  rounds,  he  could  not  imagine  he  would 
e  so  anxious  to  procure  an  examination 
in  public,  in  private,  or  ia  any  other  way. 
He  acted  like  a  man  conscious  of  his  own 
innoeence.  It  might  very  well  happen 
that,  in  a  country  like  Ireland,  where  par- 
lies were  in  such  a  atate  of'  exaspera- 
tion, if  anonymous  information  were 
listened  to,  an  innocent  man  might  become 
the  victim  of  party. spleen  and  malice. 
The  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Yorke)  had 
said,  the  argument  extended  to  all  Hal^eas 
Corjpns  suspension  cases.  He  confessed 
he  was  more  anxious  for  the  general  tb#n 
the  individual  case.  The  public  safety 
might  demand.occasional  sospemions  of  the 
( VOL.  XX. ) 


Habeas  Corpus  act ;  but  what  was  that  but 
saying  that  the  public  safety  might  re« 
quire  aa  injury  to  an  individual,  holding 
him  u^-to  all  the  members  of  society  as  « 
suspected  person,  and  at  last  dismissing 
him  without  accusation?  Where  was 
the  remedy  for  this  oppression?  This 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  take  place  in  n 
free  country.  There  ought  to  be  soaia 
tribunal  appointed  where  an  injured  indi- 
vidual might  seek  redress ;  and  if  govern* 
ment  could  shew  no  grounds  for  the  depri- 
vation of  a  man's  liberiy,  then  he  ought 
to  be  declared  innocent  of  tho^e  crimes  fo| 
the  suspicion  of  which  he  was  arreffed.  Itk 
this  way  it  would  be  possible  to  reconcile 
the  justice  due  to  the  country  at  large  with 
the  justice  due  to  any  individual  who  mighl 
suffer  for  the  sake  of  the  country  at  large* 
He  wished  that  a  Committee  up  stairs  ha4 
been  appointed,  as  the  government  mighl 
very  naturally  wish  to  justify  themselves. 

The  ChanceHor  <^  the  Exchequer  said  b<t 
was  not  aware  of  any  difficulty  under 
which  Mr.  Mason  laboured,  as  to  the  possi* 
bility  of  bringing  forward  his  case.  Ha 
<lid  not  believe  that  any  act  of  indemnity 
followed  the  year  in  which  he  was  confined^ 
and  therefore  it  was  competent  to  him  to. 
bring  his  action.  He  was  sure  the  Housa. 
would  agree  that  persons  might  be  con* 
fined  upon  information  which  government 
could  not  disclose,  without  shutting  itself 
out  from  such  sources  of  information  ia 
future.-  If  the  question  was  brought  befor# 
a  jury,  if  it  was  evident  that  government 
was  not  actuated  by  any  malicious  feeling 
'towards  the  individual,  and  that  the 
Habeas  Corpus  act  was  not  unnecessarily 
suspended,  he  was  sure  that  no  judge  or 
jury  would  award  damages,  and  therefore 
Mr.  Mason  might  have  acted  properly  in 
not  appealing  to  the  law.  He  thought  his 
right  hon.  friend  was  right  in  recording 
the  motioir,  especially  as  the  House  would 
be  able  to  pursue  the  subject  in  a  com« 
mitteeof  its  own,  if  it  should  not  approve 
of  the  conduct  of  the  investigators  now  ap« 
pointed. 

Sir  F.  Burdeti  said,  the  doctrines  laid 
down  by  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  seemed  to  him  of  such 
a  nature,  that  if  they  were  true,  we  ap- 
peared to  have  no  security  for  personal 
liberty  in  this  country,  more  than  what 
was  possessed  by  men  in  other  countries* 
Jf  a  gentleman  was  to  be  kept  in  solitary 
confinement  for  two  years,  and  the  grounda 
upon  which  government  acted  were  n^t 
to  be  made  known  to  him»  it  was  impoH 
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agaiiH  soliciting  an  examinaiton  into  his 
cofMiuct>  bat  that  alt  applications  which 
lie  had  hitherto  made  had  been  unaTail- 
ing ;  end  he  therefore  concl|ided  that  the 
Irish  government  were  under  an  absolute 
inability  to  state  any  just  cause  for  his  im- 
prisonment. Mr.  Mason  charged  the  go- 
Ternment  .of  the  earl  pf  Hardwiidke  with 
injustice  and  oppression  towards  him>  and 
with  an  abase  of  ^e  power  which  hod 
b^en  granted  to  them  fbr  the  protection  of 

■  the  people;  and  no  ai^wer  had  been  made 
.  to  him  irom  which  it  might  be  possible  to 

say  ^hethet  the  information  received  by 
the  government  was  such  as  to  justify 
Iftkem,  If  the  information  upoft  which  a 
«nan'Ms  deprived  of  his  liberty  was  not 
producible,  then  there  was  an  end  to  every 
thing  like  redress.  If  they  w«re  to  keep 
m  man  In  custody  ibr  two  years,  and  then 
to  be  allowed  to  say,  It  is  true  we  have 
thought  proper  to  imprison,  you  for  two 
years,  we  have  been  the  roin  of  you  and 
'  your  iatnily ;,  but  we  did  it  upon  very 
aofiicfent  information,  which  we  will  not 
pradoce— that  was  no  answer  to  the  Peti- 
tioner. What  possible  objection  cou)d 
fovernment  have  to  oppose  to  his  claim? 
le  wished  government  themselves  to  take 
np  this  examination,  that  they  might  see 
*lhat  they  had  proceeded  on  false  informa- 
tion. Was  it  not  the  wish  of  lord  Hard- 
wicke  himself  that  this  ezikmtnation  should 
be  entered  upon  ?  Here  he  stood  charged 
with  oppressioh  by  bl  person  who  defied 
him  to  produce  sny  thing  acainst  him. 
Sorely,  then,  it  must  be  his  W49h  to  exa- 
mine into  the  charges  on  which  Mr. 
Mason  was  imprisoned,  that  if  they  should 
tarn  out  unfounded,  he  might  have -the 
satisfaction  of  restoring  Mr.  Mason  to  his 

■  tbrrtier  character  in  society.  Under  such 
an  impression,  he  had  no  idea  of  the  go- 
^pemment*s  controverting  this  Petition. 
There  were  two  wsgrs  alone  by  which  the 
yietttioner  could  obtein  redress.  One  of 
tbesb  was  by  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee up  stairs;  but  at  this  late  period  of 
the  aesdton,  as  it  would  be  necessary^  in 
order  to  give  the  necessary  information  to 
thai  Committee*  to  move  for  the  produc- 

'  lion  of  a  number  of  papers  in  Ireland,  it 
•vras  impossible  to  anticipate  any  benefit 
from  a  Committee.  What  he  had  to  pro- 
pane waSk  to  leave  the  matter  in  the  hands 
of  the  Irish  government  themselves,  in  the 
aame  way  as  the  examination  of  the  prbon 
abases  bad  been  enfrasted  to  them,  which 
tie  would  follow  as  a  precedent ;  and  he 
4iad  no  dottht  that  tha  eonso^uence  of  each 
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examinatkm  would  be  the  r^feration  of 
character  to  Mr.  Mason.  He  ^ould  th«r«« 
fore  move,  "  That  an  humble  Addres  be 
presented  to  his  royal  highness  the  Prioca 
Regent,  that  be  wilt  be  graciously  pleased 
to  give  directions  to  the  Lord  Lteutenani 
of  Ireland,  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  abe 
case  of  John  St.  John  Mason^esq.  who,  in 
a  Petition  presented  to  this  House  on  the 
17ih  of  May  last,  hath  directly  charged 
the  government  of  the  earl  of  Hardsricke, 
when  he  was  Lord  Iiieutenant  of  Iieland, 
with  iniuslBce  and  oppression  towards  bin 
she  said  John  St.  John  Mason.'' 

Mr.  Forfte  seconded  the  motion.  As  far 
as  his  noble  relatioB  and  himself  werecon* 
earned,  they  wished  for  investigation ;  bat 
there  were  a  few  points  in  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  gent.^  upon  which  he  was 
desirous  to  make  some  observations.  The 
right  hen.  gent,  had  said,  that  this  was  an 
instance  of ,  unexampled  bppressiofi ;  this 
onexamptU  oppression,  however,  he  had 
brought  forward  two  or  three  times  belbre» 
but  had  alwaya  appointed  a  late  day  for 
the  discussion,  and  after  several  disappoint- 
ments^ submitted  it  at  length  almost  on  tha 
last  day  of  the  session.  Surely  if  the  case 
did  amount  to  an  unexampled  oppression, 
the  right  boa.  gent,  would  not  have 
delayed  so  long.  But  the  right  hon.  gent, 
had  said,  what  the  petition  itself  did  not 
state,  that  the  gentleman  on  whose  behalf 
he  applied  to  the  House,  had  been  con- 
fined in  a  place  described  to  he  loathsonM 
and  abominable.  The  Report  of  the  coot- 
missioners  said  the  contrary.  The  right 
hon.  gent,  had  also  maintained,  that  if  the 

grounds  upon  which  any  person  was  con- 
ned were  not  stated,  individoab  would 
be.tipoUd  to  constant  oppression :  but  the 
gentleman  in  question  was  confinM  under 
the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  act; 
and  the  argument,  if  good  for  any  thing, 
would  go  against  the  suspension  hf  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Act,  which  was  not  the 
point  at  issue.  The  fact  was,  that  from 
the  Revolution  down,  the  Crown  had  oon« 
stantly  exercised  such  a  power,  for  the 
purpose  of  prevention  not  of  punisbmeat. 
He  approved  of  the  wish  manifested  by 
the  petitioner  to  retrieve  his  character^ 
it  was  honourable — and  as  it  was  proposed 
that  governmeni  itself  should  giro  him 
the  opportunity,  he  should  feel'  himself 
guilty  of  ati  act  of  injustice  were  he  to 
refuse.  He  hoped  the  intelligence  toe  had 
received  might  prore  to  be  false.  Mr. 
'Mason  was  taken  ap  at  the  time  when  the 
detestable  iosorractien  broke  out  in  l$Q$^ 
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aiid  wBi  reltftsed  from  prison  before  the 
Habeas  Corpos  sQspensioo  adt  expired. 
As  far  as  his  noble  relation  was  concerned, 
he  bad  no  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Mason^ 
and  therefore  could  not  be  suspected  of 
any  personal  resentment  towards  him,  or 
any  wi^h  4o  injure  him  as  an  individual. 

Sir  Evan  Ncpean  said  that  his  right  hop. 
Jriend  who  brought  forward  the  motion 
was  not  acquainuid  with  the  time  in  which 
the  petitioner  was  imprisoned.  He  (lur 
Evan  Nepean)  was  not  in  Ireland  when 
Mr.  Mason  was  taken  into  custody,  but 
JiaTing  arrived  there  shortly  after,  he  had 
entered  minutely  into  an  investigation  of 
the  circomstanceSy  and  concluded  /rom 
ibeuce,  that  if  government  bad  not  ar- 
rested him,  it  would  have  b(.en  guilty  of 
misconduct.  He  had  afterwards,  by  the 
order  of  lord  Hardwicke,  examined  into 
the  cases  of  all  the  state  prisoners,  and  if 
there  were  any  favourable  circumstances 
in  thai  of  Mr.  Mason  he  should  have  been 
glad  to  have  released  him.  He  had  also 
examined  the  place  of  his  confinement, 
and  found  it  to  be  clean  and  comfortable  ; 
aad,  jbaving  gone  at  periods  when  he  was 
not  expected,  found  every  thing  conducted 
%vith  an  attention  to  the  comfort|  of  the 
prisoners. 

Mr.  IV.  Smiih  wished  to  do  away  every 
unfavourable  impression  which  the  dis- 
tance of  time  might  make  on  the  mind  of 
the  House.  He  had  met  the  petitioner 
occasionally  at  the  house  of  a  common 
friendt  and  if  any  delay  had  taken  place 
in  bringing  his  case  forward,  he  could 
take  it  ta  him  to  say,  that  it  was  not  at- 
tributable to  him,  though  other  gentlemen 
might  innocently  enough  be  the  cause  of 
at,  oecause  he  would  lake  it  upon  him  to 
say  that  Mr.  Mason  was  incessantly  en- 
deavouring to  forward  his  petition.  If  Mr. 
Mason  had  not  good  and  ;iuffiqient 
grotmdsj  he  could  not  imie^ine  he  would 
be  so  anxious  to  proi;ttre  an  examination 
in  public,  in  private,  o)r  in  any  other  way. 
He  acted  like  a  liian  conscious  of  his  own 
innocence.  It  mi^ht  very  well  happen 
that,  in  a  country  like  Jrelandv  where  par- 
lies were  in  such  a  state  of*  exaspera- 
tJoDf  if  anonymous  information  were 
listeiied  to,  an  innocent  man  might  become 
tlie  victim  of  party. spleen  and  malice. 
I1)e  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Yorke)  had 
said«  the  argument  extended  to  all  Habeas 
Corpus  suspension  cases.  He  confessed 
be  was  more  anxious  for  the  general  tb#n 
the  individual  case.  The  public  safety 
Biigbtdemand  occasional  suspensions  of  the 
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Habeas  Corpus  act ;  but  what  was  that  but 
saying  that  the  public  safety  might  re* 
quire  an  injury  to  an  individual,  holding 
him  ujH;o  all  the  members  of  society  as  a 
suspecteu  person,  and  at  last  dismissing 
him  without  accusation  ?  Where  was 
the  remedy  for  this  oppression?  This 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  take  place  in  a 
free  country.  There  ought  to  be  soma 
tribunal  appointed  where  an  injured  indi* 
vidual  might  seek  redress ;  and  if  govern* 
inent  could  shew  no  grounds  for  Uie  depri« 
vation  of  a  man's  liberiy,  then  he  ouglii 
to  be  declared  innocent  of  tho^e  crimes  fuf 
the  suspicion  of  which  he  was  Arretted.  Is^ 
this  way  it  would  be  possible  to  reconcile 
the  justice  due  to  the  country  at  large  with 
the  justice  due  to  any  individual  who  miglil 
suffer  for  the  sake  of  the  country  at  large« 
He  wished  that  a  Committee  up  stairs  ha4 
been  appointed,  as  the  government  migbl 
very  naturally  wish  to  justify  themselves. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said  h^ 
was  not  aware  of  any  difficulty  under 
which  Mr.  Mason  laboured,  as  to  the  possi* 
bility  of  bringing  forward  his  case.  Ha 
did  not  believe  that  any  act  of  indemnity 
followed  the  year  in  which  he  was  coofineo« 
and  therefore  it  was  competent  to  him  to. 
bring  his  action.  He  was  sure  the  House, 
would  agree  that  persons  might  be  con* 
fined  upon  information  which  government 
could  not  disclose,  without  shutting  itself 
out  from  such  sources  of  information  in 
future.  If  the  question  was  brought  before 
^  jury,  if  it  was  evident  that  government 
was  not  actuated  by  any  malicious  feeling 
'towards  the  individual,  and  that  the 
Habeas  Corpus  act  was  not  unnecessarily 
suspended,  he  was  sure  that  no  judge  or 
jury  \vould  award  damages,  and  therefore 
Mr.  Mason  might  have  acted  properly  in 
not  appealing  to  the  law.  He  thought  his 
right  hon.  friend  was  right  in  recording 
the  motioir,  especially  as  the  House  would 
be  able  to  pursue  the. subject  in  a  com- 
mittee of  its  own,  if  it  should  not  approve 
of  the  conduct  of  the  investigators  now  ap- 
pointed. 

Sir  F.  Burdett  said,  the  doctrines  laid 
down  by  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  seemed  to  him  of  such 
a  nature,  that  if  they  were  true,  we  ap- 
peared to  have  no  security  for  personal 
liberty  in  this  country,  more  than  what 
was  possessed  by  men  in  other  countries* 
Jf  a  gentleman  was  to  be  kept  in  solitary 
confinement  for  two  years,  and  the  grounda 
upon  which  government  acted  were  n^t 
to  be  made  known  to  him»  it  was  imoo^m 
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•ibie  to  define  arbitrary  power  more  com- 
pletely.   Tbh  was  just  sach  a  doctrine 
MB  one  would  expect  to  hear  from  Buona- 
parte's  minister  of   police,  or  whoever 
else  should  fill  a  situation  corresponding 
to  that  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  over 
the  way.     The  suspension  of  the  Habeas 
Corptis  act  gave  ministers  no  right  to  im- 
prison persons  whom  they  were  not  au- 
thorised otherwise  to  imprison:   it  onl^ 
took  away  from  the  unfortunate  indivi* 
dual   the  right  of   forcing  on    his  triaf 
within  a  reasonable  time.     With  respect 
to  the  treatment  which  the  Petitioner  had 
received  from  Dr.  Trevor,  be  would  ask, 
what  colour  of  pretence  Dr.  Trevor  had  to 
alter    the    treatment    of    the    prisoners. 
There  seemed  to  be  lately  a  new  mode  of 
proceeding  adopted  with  regard  to  gaols, 
persons  interfering  in  the  management  of 
them. who  had  no  right  so  to  interfere. 
They  were  told  of  the  character  of  Dr. 
Trevor,  and  they  were  also  sure  'to  be 
told  of  the  character  of  the  unfortunate 
complainers.     And   he  heard  the  other 
day  of  the  improper  conduct  of  a  person 
under  conBnemeni  in  this  country.     What 
that  impropriety  was  he  could  not  con- 
ceive.    If  the  prisoner  had  endeavoured 
to  effect  his  escape,  then  the  gaoler  was 
bound  in  duty  to  take  measures  for  se- 
curing him  ;   but  he  was  not  at  liberty  to 
punish  this  individual  at  ^is  own  discre- 
tion.    He  should  wish  to  see  an  action 
brought  against  government  by  the  peti- 
tioner, and    he  thought  that  any  jury 
would   give  it    in    his    favour.     It    was 
always  the   case  with    governments    to 
possess  an  unwarrantable  jealousy  with 
regard  to  the  subject;  they  wished  always 
to  make  assurance  double  sure,  rather  than 
•How  persons  to  escape  from  whom  they 
'apprehended  danger. 

The  ChancelUfT  rf  the  Exchequer  in  ex- 
planation said,  that  he  onty  justified 
bills  of  indemnity  in  cases  where  rebel- 
lian  was  known  to-  exist,  and  where  its 
existence  was  recognized  by  parliament, 
and  not  in  the  general  way  attributed  to 
bim  by  the  hon.  baronet. 

Sir  C:  BuntU  said,  that  at  the  time  of 
the  suspension  of  that  act  in  Ireland,  a  re- 
bellion did  exist ;  and  it  was  necessary 
that  government  should  be  entrusted  with 
greater  powers  than  usual. 

Sir  H.  Mamgomerybote  testimony  to  the 
mild  government  of  lord  Hardwicke,  and 
expressed  his  confidence,  that  however 
this  investigation  might  turn  out,  that 
*  noble  lord  would  be  fbond  to  deserve  the 
thanks  of  tha  Huuse. 


Mr.  HutchuuoH  said,  he  sboold  be 
in  voting  for  the  present  motion*  if  siiiy 
one  should'  suppose  that  he  was  any  wiae 
reflecting  on  the  character  of  lord  Hard« 
wicke,  of  whose  administration  the  lead- 
ing features  were  lenity  and  conciliatioQ. 
At  the  time  when  Mr.  Mason  was  ar* 
rested  there  was  no  rebellion  in  Ireland^ 
but  merely  an  alarm  and  suspicion  ;  and 
there  was  every  appearance,  from  the 
anxiety  which  that  gentleman  displayed 
to  have  his  case  examined  into,  that  be 
was  innocent.  But  in  sending  this  invee* 
tigation  to  the  Irish  government,  there 
was  no  imputation  thrown  on  the  Iriah 
government,  becanae  it  was  perfectly 
possible  for  the  chief  governor,  however 
amiable,  to  have  been  misled,  and  for 
acts  of  the  greatest  outrage  to  have  been 
committed  under  his  auspices  under  the 
pretext  of  keeping  down  rebellion ;  smd 
though  he  was  not  for  charging  the  noble 
earl  with  countenancing  these  oppressive 
measures,  yet  he  would  say,  that  the 
greatest  outrages  which  were  committed 
in  T798,  were  not  committed  by  the 
rebels,  but  by  those  who  acted  nnder  the 
government.  To  his  knowledge  several 
innocent  individuals'  had  been  ruined  by 
the  measures  adopted  towards  them,'and 
then  let  loose  on  the  country  without  re* 
tribution  or  compensation. 

Mr.  Long  said,  that  such  was  the  lenitj 
of  lord  Hardwicke,  that  when  Secretary, 
he  had  been  desired  by  him  to  examina 
into  the  cases  of  the  several  prisoners,  and 
to  report  them  to  him,  with  the  anxioos 
desire  to  find  out  any  thing  in  their  fin* 
vour.  He  then  mentioned  the  treatmeal 
df  Mr.  Mason,  which,  he  was  satisfieiL 
would  be  found  to  have  been  perfecdy 
proper. 

Mr.  I^eridan  denied  that  any  charge 
was  meant  to  be  brought  against  lord 
Hardwicke.  All  that  was  alledged,  was 
that  lord  Hardwicke  had  ^>een  deceived. 
But  the  chief  point  to  which  he  was 
anxious  to  advert,  was,  the  view  which 
had  been  «taken  of  the  suspension  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  act.  Most  erroneous 
notions  were  entertained  even  by  lawyers 
on  this  subject.  Many  gentlemen  ap- 
peared to  think,  that  by  the  suspension  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  act,  government  might 
upon  the  slightest  suspicion'^  seise  any 
one,  and  confine  him  without  a  trial  u 
Jong  as  it  pleased.  The  suspension  gave 
no  such  power.  He  maintained  that  it 
never  bad  been  so  acted  upon  since  tha 
Revoltttiob  till  Mr.  Pitt^sAdministratiga* 
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The  extent  of  the  power  was  this,  that 
goTernment  having  committed  a  person 
upon  such  information,  as  would  at  any 
time  hare  justified  thatcommitmentj  might 
by  virtue  of  the  suspension,  put  off  the 
trial;  and  this  in  critical  times  might  be 
necessary,  as  a  premature  disclosure  of 
the  evidence  might  in  certain  circum- 
stances be  extremely  prejudicial.  But, 
under  Mr.  Pitt's  administration  they  did 
not  watt  for  ihis  information,  nor  was  it 
iipecified  in  their  warrants  that  any  such 
information  had  been  obtained.  They 
thought,  that  from  the  most  trifling  sus- 
picion hi  their  own  breast  they  might  im* 
prison  and  keep  the  object  of  their  sus- 
picion as  long  as  they  pleased.  They 
were  in  reality  guilty  of  a  serious  crime, 
and  the  gaolers,  too,  were  criminal  who 
consented  to  receive  prisoners  under  such 
warrants.  And,  what  was  the  remedy  for 
these  proceedings  ?  An  act  of  indemnity! 
He  knew  it  must  come  to  that,  for  they 
themselves  found  that  their  conduct  was 
illegal.  If  ministers  were  permitted  to 
act  thus,  and  to  be  indemnified  for  such 
conduct,  there  was  no  security  for  the 
liberty  of  the  subject.  Sham  plots,  or 
real  plots,  or  plots  of  any  description, 
would  afford  the  minister  a  pretence  for 
confining  persons  obnoxious  to  him.  The 
indemnity  to  which  he  alluded  passed 
under  the  administration  of  lord  Sidmouth, 
and  it  was  the  only  act  of  that  adminis- 
tration which  be  had  decidedly  repro- 
bated. As  to  Mr.  Mason's  having  re- 
course to  a  jury,  that  was  utterly  imprac- 
ticable. Mr.  Mason  had  applied  in  all 
quarters  for  trial  and  redress,  to  ertry 
new  lord  lieutenant,  to  every  new  chief 
itcretary,  and  being  himself  a  lawyer,  it 
would  hare  been  strange  if  he  had  orer- 
looked  a  trial  by  jury,  it  that  had  been  open 
to  him.  Mr.  Mason,  he  had  no  doubt, 
would  have  been  happy  to  have  appealed 
to  a  jury  of  his  countrymen;  but,  as  he 
stated  in  his  Petition^  he  could  not  get 
redress  by  the  ordinary  forms  of  law;  and 
he  was  persuaded,  tha%  on  imjuiry,  it 
would  be  found  that  he  could  not  have  re- 
ooane  to  a  jury.  As  to  the  conduct  of 
Dr.  Trcvor»  he  con^nded,  that  after  the 
documents  which  had  been  produced  by 
him'on  a  former  occasion,  and  the  affi- 
davits of  the  most  honoursible  persons,  it 
was  hardly  possible  to  doubt  but  Dr. 
Trevor  had  been  guilty  of  gross  oppres- 
sion. An  inquiry  was  had  in  consequence 
of  the  statement  which  he  had  made  to 
the  House,  and  lie  would  now  read  some 


3vm24,  181 1.  [758 

passages  from  the  Beport  of  the  commisv 
sioners. — He  accordingly  read  some  ex- 
tracts, from  which  it  appeared,  that  iS 
persons  had  been  confined  in  one  cell, 
18  feet  by  12,  and  the  reason  alledged  for 
this  was,  that  the  prisoners  would  by  this 
means  be  more  under  the  eye  of  the 
keeper.  It  bad  been  stated  that  Kil main- 
ham  gaol  was  a  very  clean  place,  but  the 
report  was,  that  though  it  had  once  been  a 
very  clean  place,  yet  for  five  years  past  it 
had  been  filthy  beyond  description.  He 
was  sure  that  the  chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land must  now  feel  very  happy  that  he 
had  agreed  to  the  examination  into  the 
state  of  the  prisons,  which  he  (Mr.  S.) 
had  formerly  proposed.  As  Mr.  Mason's 
case  was  at  last  to  be  investigated  by  the 
Irish  government,  he  had  only  to  express 
his  hope  that  he  would  be  fully  heard  in 
his  own  defence.  Certain  he  was,  that 
the  language  of  Mr.  Mason  was  not  that 
of  one>  conscious  of  guilt  or  afraid  of  trial. 
— ^The  motion  was  then  agreed  to» 

Finance  Committib.]  Mr.  Bankci 
presented  the  Tenth  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Expenditure,  which  was 
laid  on  the  table.  In  moving  that  the 
Report  be  printed,  he  begged  leave  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  it,  as  it  con- 
tained what  he  conceived  to  be  matter  of 
the  greatest  importance.  It  related  to  the 
speedy  audit  of  accounts,  which  would 
tend  more  than  any  thing  else  to  check  an 
improvident  waste  of  the  public  money. 
He  had  long  wished  to  bring  the  subject 
of  the  tardy  examination  of  military  and 
regimental  accounts  before  the  House,  but 
had  never  been  able  to  do  so  till  this  ses- 
sion. These  accounts  were  even  in  a  worse 
condition  than  the  civil  accounts.  Regu- 
lations were  proposed  to  remedy  the  evil ; 
and  though  much  yet  remained  to .  ba 
done,  be  trusted  that  a  most  useful  ibun» 
dation  was  laid.  The  execution  of  the  da- 
tails  he  left  to  his  right  hon.  friend  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  he  be* 
lieved  was  well  disposed  to  these  improve- 
ments.— ^The  Report  was  than  ordered  ta 
be  printed. 

Missionaries  to  the  EIst.]  Mr. 
Prendergoitp  after  stating  that  no  one  could 
be  more  desirous  than  he  was  to  extend 
the  light  of  Christianity  wherever  it  conid 
be  done  with  effect  and  advantage,  ob- 
served that  be  felt  himself  called  upon  tb 
bring  the  subject  of  Missions  to  the  £aal 
before  the  Uoaiaf  in  consequence  of  a  p«* 
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ragraph  which  he  had  seen,  porportinf^  to 
be  a  part  of  the  proceedings  of  a  society 
in  this  city  for  propagating  Christianity. 
The  paragraph  in  question  be  thought 
highly  exceptionable ;  for  if  the  proceed- 
ing which  it  recommended  were  adopted, 
the  etiect  %vou1d  be  to  scatter  disaffection 
'  among  40  or  50  millions  of  the  most  peace- 
able people  in  the  world,  and  those 
strongly  attached  to  the  British.  He  was 
«nre  the  member  for  Yorkshire  himself, 
if  he  had  sullicient  local  knowledge,  would 
«ee  the  impolicy  of  any  compulsory  means, 
of  whatever  description,  to  spread  Chris- 
tianity in  India.  He  hoped  that  some  ex- 
planation of  the  paragraph  in  question 
would  be  given,  end  if  that  should  be  sa- 
tisfactory, he  would  not  press  his  motion 
for  all-  the  documents  sent  to  India  since 
1807,  relative  to  the  missions  iti  that 
quarter,  otherwise  he  would. 

Mr.  Grant  said'  that  neither  he,  nor  bis 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Wilber force)  had  ever 
heard  of  the  measure  alluded  to  till  it  was 
read  at  a  meeting  of  the  society  for  propa- 
gating the  kpowledge  of  Christianity  in 
Africa  chiefly,  and  also  in  the  East.  But 
he  had  felt  no  alarm  at  the  passage  in 
question.  It  referred  merely  to  a  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  of  that  society 
in  the  East,  that  the  Scriptures  should  be 
read  in  public  to  the  people  in  their  native 
language.  The  Hindoo  and  Mahometan 
Scriptures  were  read  publicly  already,  and 
the  reading  of  the  Christian  Scriptures  in 
the  same  manner,  would  give  no  offence 
whatever.  But  even  this  coald  not  be  at- 
tempted without  the  sanction  of  the  go- 
Ternment ;  and  the  regulations  of  the  go- 
vernment on  this  subject,  if  at  all  erring, 
erred  rather  on  the  side  of  extreme  pru- 
dence and  caution.  He  trusted  he  need 
make  no  apology  for  the  Committee  in  this 
country.  There  was  no  intention  to  en- 
force this 'measure  by  any  authority  of 
government,  or  any  compulsory  means 
whatever.  It  was  only  proposed  to  leave 
the  matter  to  make  its  own  way. 

Mr.  Frendergast  said  he  was  satisfied  with 
the  explanation,  and  would  not  press  bis 
motion. 

Flogging  Soldiers/]  Sir  JP.  Burdett 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
case  of  a  soldier  who  had  been  lately  con- 
demned to  be  flogged  in  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
for  being  absent  at  night.  It  appeared 
from  this,  that  the  discretionary  power 
given  in  the  mutiny  act,  was  not  likely  to 
bt^tttended  with  much  efect  in  prevent-  . 
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ing  the  infliction  of  that  dtsgracefnl  pu- 
nishment. Rather  than  submit  to  it«  the 
man  actually  cut  his  throat ;  but-  it  wras 
sewed  up.  and  it  was  said  that  the  man 
only  deserved  additional  punlshmeni  for 
the  attempt.  He  belonged  to  the  royals, 
and  his  name  was  John  Evans.  He  con- 
cluded by  giving  notice,  that  he  woo  Id 
next  session  again  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  this  important  subject 

Mr.  Wellesley  Pole.]    Mr.  PameU^ 
in  requesting  the  Chancellor  of  the  £x* 
chequer  to  give  to  the  House  some  expla- 
nation of  the  motives  which  had  led  to  the 
arrangement  by  which  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  was  to  hold  the  office  of  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Irish  Exchequer,  did  not  in- 
tend to  express  an  opinion  against  it.     He 
should  wait  to  form  his  opinion  upon  the 
explanation   that  might   be    given.     He 
could  not  help,  however,  viewing  it  with 
some  suspicion,  because  it  seemrd  to  be 
altogether  inconsistent  with  that  principle, 
which  ought  to  govern  the  finances  of  Ire- 
land ;  the  principle  of  a  superintending 
control  of  a  board  of  treasury.     It  had 
been  an  object  for  many  years  in  the  Irish 
parliament  to  acquire  svch  a  control.     The 
Bill  which  established  it  was  termed  the 
Responsibility  Bill,  a  name  implying  that 
so  long  as  the  management  of  the  finances 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  lord  I  tea  ten  ant, 
there  was  no  adequate  responsibility.<»- 
Now,  this  proceeding  of  making  the  lord 
lieutenant's  secretary  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  looked  very  like  a  recorrence 
to  the  old  systeiii ;  and  as  if  it  was  intended 
to  put  aside  the  board  of  treasury.     If  this 
was  the  case,  it  would  be  as  well  to  say  so, 
and  then  the  public  might  be  laved  the 
expence  of  paying  salaries  to  a  number  of 
useless  lords    of    the  treasury..   As  the 
chief  secretary  for  Ireland  was  in  that  ca- 
pacity subordinate  to  the  lord  Heatenant« 
and  would  be  in  the  capacity  of  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  subordinate  to  the  right 
hon.  gent,  ^opposite,  (Mr.  Perceval)  from 
his  being  first  lord  of  the  Irish  treasury  ; 
the  question  to  which  he  more  immediately 
required  an  answer  was  this  ^  whether  the 
communications  that  would  hereafter  be 
made  to  the  several  boards  ef  Commis- 
sioners in  Ireland  employed  in  the  collec- 
tion of  the  Revenue,  woeld  be  made  in 
the  name  of  tlie  lord  ]ieutenant,*er  in  the 
name  of  the  treasury,  and  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  right  hon*  gent. }  The 
answer  to  this  question  would  decide  whe* 
ther  or  not  the  finances  of  Ireland,  were  to 
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be  under  the  constitutional  and  proper 
control  of  a  boardof  treaaary .  If  it  should 
torn  out  that  erery  thini^  was  to  be  done 
in  the  name  of  the  lord  lieutenant,  then  he 
should  say  that  the  arilmgeaient  was  in 
every  respect  one  that  ought  never  to  have 
been  made ;  because,  as  far  as  he  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  deficiency  of  the  Irish 
revenue,  and  could  form  an  opinion  as  to 
the  remedy  of  the  great  abuses  in  respect 
to  it,  ha  was  sure,  that  so  far  from  taking 
away  the  whole  control  of  the  treasury, 
the  measure  which  of  all  others  was  most 
wanting  was  the  rendering  of  that  cpn- 
trol  more  efiectoal,  and  more^predbminant. 
For  this  reason,  he  would  rather  have 
wished  the  office  of  Chancellor  of  the  Irish 
Exchequer,  if  to  be  joined  with  any  other, 
to  be  consolidated  with  that  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  of  England,  be- 
cause such  an  arrangement  would  take  the 
control  of  the  finances  of  Ireland  wholly 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  lord  lieutenant,  and 
contribute  very  essentially  to  deprive  him 
of  that  influence,  to  the  improper  exercise 
of  which  was  to  be  attributed  almost  all  the 
abuses  which  80>  generally  existed  in  Ire- 
land in  respect  to  the  collection  of  the  re- 
>Fenue. 

The  Chancdkr  qf  iht  Exchequer,  in  reply, 
said,  he  did  not  well  know  how  to  answer 
the  question  of  the  hon.  member.  He  did 
not  see  why  the  duties  of  the  respective 
offices  might  not  t>e  discharged  In  the  same 
manner  as  they  had  hitherto  been,  though 
held  by  one  person.  Whatever  business 
belonged  to  the  office  of  Chief  Secretary 
would  be  done  just  as  if  the  Chief  Secretary 
was  not  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
whatever  belonged  to  the  office  of  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  would  be  done  as 
if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
not  Chief  Secretary.  The  arrangement 
was  merely  an  experiment,  which  need 
not  be  persevered  in  if  it  was  not  found 
to  succeed.  For  his  own  part,  he  could 
not  understand  what  was  meant  by  a  con- 
trot  of  a  board  of  treasury  over  the  execu- 
tive government. 

Mr.  Fameil  was  glad  to  find  the  measure 
was  merely  an  experiment,  because  he  was 
aor^  after  what  had  fallen  from  the  right 
hon..  genu  that  it  was  an  impolitic  one, 
inasmuch' as  the  constitutional  control  of  a 
board  of  treasury  over  the  finances  of  Ire- 
land was  to  be  set  aside.  Such  a  control 
over  the  lord  lieutenant  was  absolutely 
necessary ;  because  it  was  the  influence 
and  patronage  which  the  lord  lieutenant 
ieriTed  from  the  revenue  department  lliat 


I  was  the  cause  of  all  the  abuses  which  pre* 
vailed  in  the  collection  of  the  Irish  re» 
venue. 
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Thursday,  June  21, 

Goto  Coin  and  Bank  Notb  Bilu] 
Earl  Stanhope,  pursuant  to  notice,  rose 
to  introduce  a  Bill  upon  the  subject 
which  he  had  mentioned,  and  on  which 
their  lordships  were  summoned  that 
day.  The  subject  to  which  bis  Bill 
referred  was  of  the  most  material  im- 
portance to  all  classes  and  descriptions 
of  people  in  the  country.  He  was  aware  of 
the  objection  which  would  lie  as  to  the 
late  period  of  the  session ;  but  that  was 
not  an  insuperable  one.  He  had  lost  no 
time  in  coming  forward.  He  saw  a  letter 
yesterday  the  contents  of  which  surprised 
him  not  a  little.  In  consequence  of  this> 
he  repaired  to  some  of  the  most  eminent 
bankers,  and  also  to  some  lawyers— two 
classes  of  men  whom  he  thought  the  most 
likely  to  advise  him  well  upon  the  subject. 
He  had  the  satisfaction  to  find,  that  those 
among  the  bankers  whom  be  had  consi!kltei|9 
were  of  opinion,  that  something  was  ne- 
cessary to  be  done  in  consequence;  and 
farther,  that  what  he  proposed  were  the 
most  proper  measures  to  be  adopted.  He 
then  came  down  to  this  Bouse,  in  order  to 
consult  with  some  members  upon  the  sub- 
ject. He  did  not  wish  to  mention  any 
names  in  what  he  was  about  to  refer  to,  as 
he  did  not  wish  to  make  a  charge  against 
any  person.  He  had  received  informa* 
tion,  the  substance  of  which  was,  that  a 
person  of  large  landed  property  in  the 
.  country,  from  some  motives  or  other,  had 
given  notice  to  certain  of  his  tenants  to 
pay  him  their  rents,  now  due,  at  Mid* 
summer,  in  gold ;  but  he  further  heard, 
that  this  person  had  either  insinuated  or 
expressed,  that  if  he  should  take  Bank 
notes  in  such  payment,  he  should  only 
take  them  at  the  rate  of  16  shillings  in  the 
pound  I  But  if  it  were  for  19  shiUings  and 
sixpence,  or  any  deterioration  or  deprecia* 
tion,  it  could  not  be  of  much  importance 
with  respect  to  the  principle.  What  might 
be  the  consequence  of  such  a  procedure  ? 
In  the  firit  place,  it  would  be  a  gross  in* 
justice  towards  the  tenants.  Suppose  one 
of  these  owed  him  400/.  sterling,  would  it 
be  just  to  call  on  him  to  pay,  500/.  in  the 
shape  of  Bank  notes  ?  For  such  might  be 
the  effect.  But  he  would  go  farther,  and 
ask,  if  such  landlord  received  notes  in  tbn 
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way,  what  was  he  to  do  with  them  ?  Sap- 
pose  he  owed  his  coachmaker  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  pounds,  would  he  pay  those 
notes  at  the  rate  of  sixteen  shilh'ngs  in  the 
pound,  and  so  put  100/.  in  the  coach- 
maker's  pocket?  Money  which  he  had 
just  taken  out  of  the  pocket  of  his  tenant! 
Suppose  the  example  of  the  person  to 
whom  he  alluded,  were  to  be  followed  to 
any  extent  during  the  recess  of  parliament, 
what  a  series  of  calamities  must  ensue ! 
And  this  at  a  period  when  the  legislature 
could  Jiot  interfere.  Evils  which  it  would 
be  beyond  its  power  subsequently  to  re- 
medy. Cases  like  those  of  the  French  as« 
aignats  might  occur;  evils,  he  repeated, 
might  ensue,  which  it  would  be  beyond 
the  power  of  parliament  to  relieve  or  rec* 
tify.  The  plan  which  he  submitted  on  a 
former  evening  would  have  obviated  all 
such  evils  as  he  contemplated,  and  by 
establishing  a  system  of  transfer,  the  prin* 
ciple  of  a  -  legal  tender  might  safely  be 
adopted.  But,  when  once  paper  was  de- 
preciated, it  would  be  impracticable  to 
restore  it  to  its  original  value.  Let  the 
great  cases  of  America  and  France  be 
looked  to  for  the  illustration.  The  na- 
tional paper  of  America  was  at  one  time 
at  a  loss  of  97  per  cent,  verifying  the  simile 
of  Tom  Paine,  who  said,  that  when  Con- 
gress first  issued  its  paper,  it  was  like  a 
very  large  snow-ball,  but  which  from  the 
Tery  warm  hands  it  passed  through,  re- 
turned to  them  no  bigger  than  a  nut.  But 
in  the  case  of  France,  the  hands  the  na- 
tional paper  went  through  were  much 
warmer,  as  their  paper,  at  one  time,  could 
be  purchased  at  the  rate  of  7s.  per  cent. ! 
We  should  look  with  care  and  caution  to 
our  own  national  paper.  To  speak  figu- 
ratively, he  regarded  theBank  of  England 
as  one  of  the  bottom  planks  of  the  ship  of 
England  ;  if  we  permitted  it  to  be  bored 
through,  we  risked  the  whole  yessel.  The 
Bill  he  was  about  to  propose,  would  guard 
against  such  an  evil.  He  hoped  when 
ministers  came  to  consider  his  measure, 
they  would  know  better  what  to  do  when 
it  should  come  to  a  second  reading.  He 
begged  leave  tp  observe,  that  when  a  per- 
son proposed  any  thing,  it  generally  be- 
came a  consideration,  whether  or  not  he 
bad  any  interest  in  what  he  recommended. 
With  respect  to  himself,  there  were  se- 
veral malicious  lies  afloat.  It  was  reported 
he  was  in  debt  100,000/.  and  that  if  what 
he  adverted  to  were  to  take  place^  it  would 
operate  to  his  injury.  Fortunately,  he 
owed  nothing  to  any  body.    It  was  also 


said  of  him,  that  he  intended  setting  off  to 
America,  and  meant  to  carry  away  eighty 
thousand  pounds  out  of  the  family  estates* 
But  these  were  infamous  falsehoods,  aiML 
uttered  by  the   last  person  in  the  coun- 
try    that     should    have    uttered    them. 
In     the    present    instance,     he    assured 
their    lordships,    he    was    actuated      by 
no  party  motives.     The  remedy  he  nowr 
proposed  was  as  simple  as  the  evil  vraa 
alarming.       To    obviate    it,    they     had 
nothing  to  do  but  what  the  Bill  proposed, 
namely.  To  render  it  illegal  for  any  man 
to  pay  a  larger  sum  than  2U.  for  a  guinea* 
To  render  it  illegal  for  any  person  to  re- 
ceive a  less  sum  in  the  case  of  a  Bank 
note,  than  the  value  therein  expressed  as 
payable  to  bearer ;  these  were  the  leading 
provisions,  and  the  beneficial  tendency,  or 
rather  the  saving  and  preserving  effects  of 
such  a  meaauPe,  were  incalculable.     The 
farmers  he  regarded  as  an  oppressed  set  of 
men.     It  was  a  most  incumbent  duty  of 
the   legislature  to    protect  them.      The 
evils  which  he  contemplated  would  more 
especially  aflect    that    meritorious  class. 
They  would    spread    like    a   contagion. 
Their    lordships    knew    the  flame    that 
spread  in  consequence  of  the  proposition 
of  the  noble  yiscount  then  absent  (lord 
Sidmouth)  respecting  the  Dissenters.  Aoy 
thing  which  would  so  essentially  aflect  the 
interest  of  the  farmers  would  in  like  man* 
ner  be  instantly  communicated  from  one 
end  of  the   country  to  the  other.      The 
noble  earl  then  presented  his  Bill,  which 
he   moved  should   be  read  a  first  time; 
which  was  accordingly  done.     It  was  in- 
tituled. An  Act  for  making  more  effectual 
provision  for  preventing  the  current  Gold 
Coin  of  the  realm  from  being  paid  or  ac- 
cepted for  a  greater  value  than  the  current 
ralue  of  such  coin  ;   for  preyenting  aby 
Note  or  Notes  of  the  Governor  and  Com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  England  from  being 
received  for  any  smaller  sum  than  the 
sum  therein  specified;    and   for  staying 
procaedings  upon  any  distress  by  tender 
of  such  notes. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  gave  the  noble 
mover  ample  credit  for  the  purity  and 
correctness  of  his  motives  in  coming  for- 
ward on  the  present  occasion.  He  agreed 
with  him  as  to  the  great  importance  of  the 
subject,  which  was  one  iifhich  merited 
the  serious  attention  of  the  legislature; 
and  the  arguments  of  the  noble  earl  cer- 
tainly carried  great  weight  with  then. 
At  the  very  late  period  of  the  session, 
however,  just  od  the  eta  of  iU  close^  and 
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under  all  the  circooittAnces  of  the  case,  he  |  read  a  tecond  time  on   that  day  three 


thought  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  pro- 
ceed any  further  with  the  measure  at  pre* 
■ent.  When  the  great  extent  aiid  magnitude 
of  the  siibject  were  considered,  he  thought 
their  lordships  must  gencfrally  be  of  his 
opinion.     He  was  ready  at  the  same  time 
to  admit  the  probable  efBcacy  of  the  re- 
medies proposed,  as  far  as  they   went. 
As  to  the  immediate  necessity  for  their 
adoption,  were  it  principally  rested  on 
what  was  said>  as  to  the  intended  act  of  a 
single  individual,  he  could  not  subscribe 
to  the  existence  of  that  necessity.     Under 
the  circumstances,  he  could  not  believe 
that  the  intention  would  be  persevered 
in,  or  if  it  were,  that  the  example  would 
be  followed  by  any  other  person.      For 
the  evils  contemplated  by  the  noble  earl, 
the  proposed  remedy^  as  far  as  he  con- 
sidered it,  would  be  thought  to  be  the 
roost  efficacioQs.     By  it,  one  great  and 
material  objection,  that  which    referred 
to  making  notes  a  legal  tender,  was  in  a 
great  measure  obviated.  Generally  speak- 
ing, the  subject  in  question  was  not  proper 
for  legislative  interference,  except  in  cases 
of  positive  necessity,  of  which,  as  yet, 
be  saw  no  proof.    It  would  be  preferable 
lo-rely  upon  the  general  principle  of  the 
matoal  confidence  and  good  sense  of  the 
people  at  large.     Here  he.  did  not  see  a 
sufficient  case  made  out  to  induce  a  de- 
parture from  that  principle.     The  period 
of  the  session,  when  most  of  the  members 
had  left  town,  and    when  such  an  im- 
portant proposition  could  not  be  adequate- 
ly discussed,  was  also  a  most  serious  ob- 
jection.   As  to  the  particular  case  alluded 
to  by  the  noble  earl,  he  understood  it  was 
liot  only  as  was  stated  by  htm,  but  that 
the  altemati^  of  receiving  the  Bank  paper 
pnl^at  a  depreciated  state,  was  made  a 
positive  condition !  That  the  rents  should 
be  paid  either  in  British  or  foreign  coin, 
oi*  in  depreciated  Bank  paper !    But  he 
ihoold   repeat  his  firm  belief,  that  such 
an  Intention,  eiren  if  acted  upon,  would 
induce  ao  other  person  so  to  act ;    the 
example   would   not    be   folowed.     He 
was  .aware  of  the    injustice   of^uch  a 
procedure  under  the  circumstances,  but 
he  had  no  apprehension  as  to  the  pre- 
ralence  of  such  an  example,  and  on  the 
grounds  he  had  already  stated,  no  neces* 
■ity  existing-— no  adequate  case  was  made 
•ot,    for.  such  an  important  act  of  le- 
gislative interposition.   He  felt  it  his  doty, 
should  the  noble  earl  move  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  tm  move.  That  it  be 


months. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdak  said  that,  with 
respect  to  the  case  of  the  noble  lord,  who, 
it  was  said,  insisted  upon  payment  of  his 
present  rents  in  specie,  he  would  call  to 
the  recollection  of  the  House,  that  some 
months  since  he  had  positively  stated  that 
such  a  practice  obtained  in  Ireland ;  and 
since  that  period  numerous  were  the 
anonymous  letters  he  had  received,  in* 
forming  him  that  various  instances  of  the 
kind  occurred  in  that  country.  .He  was 
not  decided  as  to  the  propriety  of  pressing 
such  a  Bill  at  this  period  of  the  session. 
It  should  be  printed,  and  an  opportunity 
of  general  coiftideration  afforded  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  remedy  proposed.  A 
mode  of  proceeding  which  the  noble  se* 
cretary  of  state  admitted  to  be  the  best, 
under  the  pifesent  circumstances.  He 
must  oppose  the  principle  that  it  was  pre- 
ferable to  rely  on  the  discretion  of  indi- 
viduals in  a  concern  of  such  vital  import* 
ance,  than  on  a  positive  law  of  the  land. 
It  was  not  to  the  conduct  of  individuals, 
but  to  the  protection  of  parliament  that 
the  people  should  look ;  and  it  was  in- 
cumbent on  the  legislature  to  take  the 
subject  into  its  most  serious  consideration, 
at  the  earliest  proper  opportunity. 

The  Earl  of  Limerick  observed,  that 
what  had  been  just  stated  by  the  noble 
lord  did  not  apply  to  the  South  of  Ireland, 
as  there  was  not  any  instance  in  that  part 
of  the  country  of  a  landlord  making  such 
a  demand. 

The  Earl  of  Laudtrdale  said,  he  bad  not 
alluded  to  the  South  but  to  the  North  of 
Ireland. 

The  Earl  of  CUmcarty  was  anxious  tp 
know  what  part  of  the  North  of  Ireland, 
as  in  the  province  of  Ulster  Bank  notes 
were  refused  to  be  taken  as  early  as  the 
passing  of  the  Bank  restriction  bill ;  and 
as  they  came  gradually  into  circulation, 
they  were  taken  in  payment  in  many  in« 
stances  at  a  discount,  but  that  practice 
was  rapidly  declining. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  was  aw^re  of  the 
practice  to  which  the  noble  lord  alluded, 
but  he  also  knew  an  instance,  which  he 
had  former) V  stated,  where  a  landlord 
called  upon  his  tenant:;  to  pay  in  gold, 
and  the  latter  having  represented  .tf>  the 
steward  the  impossibility  of  procurirg 
gold,  they  were  each  told  that  there  were 
100  guineas  at  a  chandler's  shop  in  the 
neighbourhood  which  might  be  purcnas- 
ed ;    and  it  was  a  fact,  that  with  those 
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iOO  guineas,  passing  from  one  to  anotlierf 
a  rent  of  7,000/.  was  actaally  paid. 

The  £arl  of  Clancariy  was  very  desirous 
of  knowing  who  the  party  was  to  whom 
this  circumstance  referred.  His  lordship 
then  observed  upon  the  black  malignity 
which  must  have  actuated  the  individual 
who  had  been  referred  to  in  the  early  part 
of  the  debate,  as  having  demanded  pay- 
ment of  his  rents  in  gold,  or  that  he  would 
only  take  Bank  notes  at  a  depreciated 
rate.    . 

The  ^pl  of  Lmiderdule  objected  strongly 
to  the  term  black  malignity^  contending 
that  the  noble  lord  alluded  to  might,  have 
been  actuated  by  the  purest  patriotism, 
in  determining  to  force  upon  the  govern- 
ment the  consideration  of  the  situation  of 
the  country,  to  which  bis  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters seemed  determined  to  shut  their 
«yes. 

Earl  Grosvenor  was  of  opinion  that  the 
•Bobject  merited  the  serious  attention  of 
the  House.  He  thought,  however,  in  the 
.proceedings  on  the  present  occasion,  they 
ought  to  be  guided  by  circumstances,  and 
not  come  to  any  hasty  decision  as  to 
the  Bill. 

The  Lard  Chancellor  was  not  prepared 
to  give  any  opinion  as  to  the  expediency 
of  adopting  the  measure  proposed  by  the 
noble  earl,  but  he  felt  called  upon  to  say, 
that  in  proposing  that  measure,  the  noble 
earl  could  be  actuated  only  by  a  ^ense  of 
the  public  good,  and  that  therefore,  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  he 
thought  the  noble  earl  entitled  to  the 
thanks  of  that  House;  and  of  every  well- 
wisher  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country 
for  having  thus  brought  the  subject  for- 
ward for  their  lordships'  conBideratioo. 
It  was  far  from  being  a  question  to  which 
he  would  very  readily  assent,,  to  make  a  bank 
note  a  legal  tender.  The  ordinary  ob- 
jections asainst  it  bad  much  weight  in  bis 
mind,  sucJi  as  that  they  were  liable  to'  be 
fictitious,  &c.  &c.  ;  but  in  other  respects 
be  did  not  conceive  that  such  a  case  as 
that  adduced  by  the  noble  earl  could  of 
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absolutely  called  for  it.  He  was  not  fond 
of  examining  into  the  motives  of  any 
man*s  conduct,  but  the  conduct  of  thy 
noble  individual  who  had  been  alluded  to, 
he  could  not  exactly  ascribe  with  a  noble 
lord  to  pure  patriotism.  If  be  ordered  a 
coach  from  his  coach«maker,  at  1 00/.  and 
afterwards  paid  him  that  100/.  in  Bank- 
notes,  surely  he  could  not  consider  it  as 
fair  and  liberal  to  require  that  the  same 
coach-maker,  when  he  had  100/.  to  pay 
him  for  rent,  should  bring  that  sum  in  gold, 
and  not  in  Bank-notes  ?  For*  surely  it 
could  not  be  considered  as  very  fair  in  any 
man,  that  he  should  pay  his  own  debts  m 
Bank-notes,  but  that  when  others  had 
debts  to  pay  him,  they  should  be  paid  in 
a  different  coin  from  Bank  notes,  or  that 
he  should  be  indemnified  for  the  difference 
that  might  appear  to  exist  between  paper 
and  gold  at  the  moment  of  paymenL 
At  best,  this  was  a  sort  of  pure  patriotism 
which  he  little  understood,  and  was  little 
disposed  to  imitate. 

The  Earl  o^ Lauderdale  complained  that 
he  bad  been  grossly  misrepresented  by 
the  noble  and  learned  lord.  When  be 
said  that  such  a  determination  might  have 
been  resorted  to  by  any  individual  from 
motives  of  pure  patriotism,  his  meaning 
was,  that  such  an  individual  might  run 
the  risk  of  incurring  o<|ium  and  unpopu- 
larity for  having  adopted  such  a  resolution* 
though  be  might  have  taken  it  up  merely 
with  a  view  tp  make  ministers  feel  the 
magnitude  of  the  evils,  which  by  a  false 
and  fatal  measure,  they  had  infiicted 
on  the  country  ;  which  eviU#  there  \va« 
every  reason  to  dread,  would  every  day 
become  more  aggravated.  In  this  new  of 
the  question,  whoever  acted  upon  snch 
motives  might  fairly  be  said  to  have  been 
influenced  by  pure  patriotism  in  ..taking 
ftuch  a  resolution,  and  it  was  in  that  view 
only  of  the  case,  in  which  he  conceived 
that  such  conduct  might  have  been  sag^ 
gested  by '  such  motives*  As  to  tbs 
case  of  the  coachmaker,  it  was'^pretty 
well  understood  that  tradesmen  now  acted 
itself  be  sufficient  to  authorise  such  an  ior  |  with  reference   to    the   present  circum* 


terference  of  the  legislature.  The  ^ase» 
however,  in  itself,  called  for  ^erysei^ious 
consideration,  though  he  bad,  in  the  good 
sense  and  patriotic  spirit  of  the  country, 
a  suflicient  guarantee  that  it  would  not  be 
followed  to  any  extent.  Besides,  as  the 
law  already  existed,  he  thought  that  the 
property  of  the  tenantry  was  sofficiently 
secured)  and  it  might  be  unwise  to  enact 
new  laws  on  that  head  until  circumstances 


stances  of  Bank  paper,  and  that  when 
ibey  gave  in  a  bill  they  would  keep  that 
circumstance  in  their  eye  ;  and  perhaps 
in  the  case  of  the  coach  maker,  the  bill 
would  have  been  120/.  instead  of  100/. 
adding  20/.  per  cent  to  his  bill,  in  coiwe- 
quence  of  the  present  supposed  depre* 
ciation  of  Bank  paper.  Why  then  was 
not  a  landlord  to  look  on  his  side  for  an 
indemnity  against  any  such  sopfiosed  Ms? 
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.  TiM  L»d  CktmaVor,  m  explai|AiiiNi« 
•a^poaed,  that  in  1801  he  bad  contracted 
vriih  his  coachouker  to  furnish  him  witli 
tt  cfiach  in  181  It  for  100/.  perhaps  in  I80U 
mM  was  to  be  had  tor  Si.  Iti«.  and  in  \Hi\ 
mm  price  waaraitad  to  4/.  1 6a.  The  coach- 
viaker  woolil,  lio  doubt,  have  adverted  to 
tfaia  circttinxtance,  and  jomly,  had  he  (ibe 
liord  CImnccllor)  reqoe»ted  gold  in  pay- 
ment for  rent  dee,  the  very  day  after  the 
c#ncha:iaker  had  been  •paid  his  bill  in 
Bank-notes,  This  he  observed,  to  ahew 
tlM  unfairness  and  injustice  of  requiring 
a  debt  due  to  a  landlord  to  be  paid  in  gold 
eoin,  while  the  landlord  would  pay  his 
own  debta,  perhaps  to  the  very  aame 
tradesman,  in  Bank* notes  only. 

Ear!  Siankope,  in  reply,  thanked  both 
aides  of  the  House  for  the  fair  interpreta- 
tion which  they  had  put  upon  his  motion, 
«nd  upMi  the  motives  which  had  imloced 
bias  to  bring  it  forward.  He  could  assure 
/them  thai  they  had  done  him  no  more 
than  josiicp.  His  onJy  wish  was,  to  give 
«n  opportunity  to  his"  Majesty *s  govern- 
ment of  providing  against  a  feeling,  the 
evil  consequences  nf  which  he  most  se- 
riously dreaded.  The  present  alarm  re- 
apecting  the  depreciation  of  Bank  paper 
aro^e,  like  inoflt  alarms,  from  false  fears 
and  ungrounded  prejudices.  There  might 
aoon,  perhaps,  be  no  gold  in  the  country ; 
and  he  would  s;^y,  so  much  the  better. 
All  tde  mischief  of  the  present  moment 
aroite  from  wisely  considering  gold  as  the 
proper  or  only  circulating  medium..  On 
Ibis  subject*  he  much  admired  fin  obser- 
vation of  sir  George  Saville*s,  an  observa- 
4ion  most  just  and  philosophical.  In  a 
conversation  on  the  subject  of  a  circulat- 
ing medium,  he  recollected  that  good  and 
wiN!  man  to  have*  observed^  that  the  cir- 
culating medium  was  the  measure  of  the 
relative  value  of  things.  For  example, 
thst  ten  pound  notes  would  purchase  to 
that  amount  a  certain  number  of  suineas, 
a  renatn  number  of  loavt>s,  or  of  Opera 
tickets,  or  the  travelling  a  certain  number 
of  miles;  and,  that  thus  the  price  of  every 
neceMary,  pr  enjoyment,  might  be  regu* 
lated  by  the  vahie  of  a  Bank  note.  If  the 
same  mte  did  not  exist  now,  it  was  from 
prej>idice  and  idle  fears;  and  he  would 
again  repeat  that  it  was  to  b?  wished 
there  were  nogoltl  in  the  country*  As 
to  the  oieasnre  he  had  the  honour  of  pro- 
posing, It  was  simple  and  intelligible,  and 
applicable  to  the  circum«tanres  of  the 
moment,  and  if  it  were  t/*!  adopted  fcy 
ministerH,  on  them  would  lie  the  respon- 
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•fbilily  for'  the  consequeacea.  Ha  woald 
content  bimself  with  niovingi  That  tb« 
Bill  be  now  received,  read,  and  that  it  be 
ivinted.  ' 

Some  ^onveraalien  here  aroae  between 
the  noble  mover  and  lord  Liverpool,  re* 
•pecting  the  day  to  be  appointed  for  tba 
aecoivl  reading  of  the  Bill*  Lord  Liveiw 
pool  wiahed  it  to  be  read  a  second  time 
to-morrow  ;  as  he  then  intended  aaoving» 
aa  an  Amendment^  That  the  Bill  be  retui 
a  second  tame  that  day  two  montha. 
Lords  Stanhope  and  Lauderdalc^bjectcd 
to  so  early  a  day,  and  proposed  Monday  ; 
for  which  day  tbe  second  reading  «wai  al* 
timately  fixed. 

BousB  OP  loana. 
Friday,  June  28. 

BaaKBLtT  PsBaAGi.]  The  Committen 
nf  Privileges  this  day  waa  most  nnma- 
roualy  attended,  and  about  a  quarter  paal 
two  o'clock,  . 

The  JLor^  Ckanedlor,  at  considerable 
length,  addressed  their  iordahipa  upon  the 
merits  of  the  present  claim.  He  profesaed 
to  feel  that  sentiroent  whicb  bad  geae* 
rally  actuated  the  consideration  of  tbe 
Committee.  From  tbe  bottom  of  bis  soof 
he  could  aay,  that  be  bad  from  the  first 
entertained  a  vriah  that  lady  Berkeley 
might  be  enabled  to  abew  the  right  of  the 
present  claimant.  But  ba  requested  thaT 
their  lordships  would  keep  the  subject  of 
this  title  abstractedly  considered,  and  ^pnt- 
ting  from  their  minds  other  feel rnga  and 
aentiments  wbicb  had  mixed  tbemselvea 
with  the  inquiry,  end  wiiich  bad  been 
pressed  upon  their  attention,  that  they 
would  look  to  tbe  title  itself  and  the  evi- 
dence that  bad  been  adduced  in  support 
of  that  title.  He  wisbc^d  them  to  consider 
most  attentively  the  Act'  of  Marriage,  •  tO 
Geo^  Q,  8.  S:i,  by  which  it  was  required 
that  the  marriage  should  take  place  after 
licence  obta'med,  or  bans  published,  and 
that  tbe  marriage  should,  after  the  usual 
solemnization,  be  duly  registered.  He 
had  no  doubt  their  lordships  would  agree 
with  him,  that,  if  licences  were  not  ob- 
tained, nor  bans  published,  according  to 
the  'lirection  of  that  act  of  Parliament* 
the  marriage  afterwards  would  be  null 
and  void.  God  forbid  he  ahould,  in  say- 
ing this,  be  understood  to  declare,  that  for 
want  of  a  precipe  compliance  with  that 
statute,  the  maiTiage  would  be  noil !  If„ 
from  the  conduct  of  the  parties  before  and 
af^rwards — if,  from  their  mode  of  living 
and  demeanofj  aa  btMband  awl  wife»  ibey 
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considered  themselves  to  be  married — if, 
from  the  general  repute  of  the  worldj  or 
the  neighbourhood  where  they  dwelt, 
they  were  believed  to  be  so — and  if  their 
children,  born  under  such  circumstances, 
were  accounted  legitin^ate,  it  was  his  opi- 
nion that  the  presumption  of  law  would 
supply  the  irregularities  of  a  marriage  ce- 
remony. For  instance,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances he  was  not  prepared  to  say, 
if  the  clergyman  had  not  published  the 
bans  in  an  audible  voice,  and  the  entry  of 
the  ma^iage-register  had  afterwards  been 
made  in  an  irregular  way,  that  marriage 
so  solemnised  would  be  declared  void. 
The  presumption  of  law  would  be  in  its 
favour.  But,  if  these  irregularities  took 
place  under  circumstances  totally  oppo- 
site, the  presumption  of  law  would  be 
against  the  marriage.— The  noble  and 
learned  lord  next  proceeded  to  comment 
upon  the  nature  of  the  Evidence,  and  ob- 
served, that  that  on  the  claimant's  side 
could  not  have  been  satisfactory  of  itself, 
independent  of  the  evidence  adduced  so 
strongly  against  the  claim  by  so  many 
witnesses,  and  from  such  indisputable  tes- 
timony. The  case  represented  by  lady 
Berkeley  herself  and  her  brother,  was 
surrounded  by  the  greatestMmprobabili* 
ties.  The  object  of  secrecy  was  ill-chosen 
by  selecting  Berkeley  as  the  parish  for 
publishing  the  bans  and  solemnizing  the 
marriage.  The  fact  of  their  publication 
was  not  satisfactorily  made  out  by  the 
claimant's  witnesses,  and  it  was  in  a  great 
degree  contradicted  by  the  evidence  of 
the  parish  clerk  at  Berkeley.  The  register 
of  the  marriage  also,  under  every  consi- 
deration, was  attended  with  glaring  im- 
probabilities. The  conduct  of  lord  Berke- 
ley in  leaving  his  wife  two  days  after  the 
ceremony,  and  not  seeing  her  again  till 
the  lapse  of  considerable  time,  was  also 
very  improbable.  The  excuse  alleged 
for  keeping  this  marriage  secret,  on  ac- 
count of  the  improper  conduct  of  lady 
Berkeley's  sister  Susannah,  was  open  to 
great  suspicion. — His  lordship  next  ani- 
madverted upon  the  directions  given  by 
the  earl  of  Berkeley  as  t6  the  register  of 
his  eldest  born  son  after  the  second  mar- 
riage. The  clerk  of  the  parish  where 
this  register  was  made  had  not  only  to 
produce  the  register  itself,  but  had  re- 
tained to  this  day  the  letter  giving  these 
directioFM,  written  in  lord  Berkeley's 
own  hand.  The  expressions  of  lady 
Berkeley,  when  circumstances  should 
have  moat  induced  her  to  speak  sincerely. 


Berkeley  P€en^4 


fTT« 


shewed  she  did  not  consider  herself  !«• 
gaily  married,  such  as  those  which  thm 
uttered    to  one  of  her  children:    *'  Yoa 
little  doff,  though  I'm  not  your  father^s 
wife,  rn  let  you  know  I  am  your  mo- 
ther."     The  marquis  of   Buckingham's 
evidence  was  most  materiah    The  learned 
B^eant  who  had   been  counsel  for    tfaa 
claimant,  and  who,  under  all  the   difl&- 
culties  he  had  to  encounter,  had     di«» 
charged  his  dulywell,  had  been  pleased 
to  represent  that  lord  Berkeley's  coodoct 
to  the  marquis  was  a  mere  joke.       Baft 
when  lord  Berkeley  chooses  to  cominis« 
sion  a  friend  to  inform  his  brother  that  be 
considers  his  own  children    illegitimate, 
and  proposes  to  unite  one  of  them  in  mar- 
riage with  his  brother's  eldest  Son,  that 
proceeding  would,  in  his  opinion,  not  per- 
mit the  interpretation  of  a  mere  joke.^- 
The  noble  and  learned  lord  stated   tha 
purport  of  the  evidence  of  the  most  ma- 
terial  witnesses ;  and  independent  of  the 

C resumption  of  law,  and  the  want  of  pro- 
ability  in  the  testimony  adduced  to  sup- 
port the  title  of  the  claimant,  there   was, 
in  his  opinion,  a  much  stronger  body  of 
evidence  tOt  shew  the    non-existence   of 
any  marriage  in  17 $5.    The  claimant  had 
undertaken  to  prove,  that,  in  which  their 
lordships  would  be  convinced  he  had  com- 
pletely failed.      His  lordship  concluded 
by  moving,  by  way  of  Resolution,  That 
the  Claimant  had  not  made  out  bis  claim 
to  the  title,  dignities,  and  honours  of  the 
earl  of  Berkeley,  viscount  Dursley,  kc. 

The  question  on  this  motion  having 
been  put  by  lord  Walsingham,  the  chair- 
man, It  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  aeai. 
dis.  and  the  Resolution  ordered  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  House.— >It  was  suggested 
by  the  earl  of  Liverpool,  that  as  it  would 
be  desirable  to  have  a  full  attendance  of 
their  lordships,  when  the  Resolution  was 
reported,  and  as  that  object  would  be  at- 
tained, if  the  Lords  then  present  would 
remain  till  the  House  met,  it  would  be  ad- 
visable to  take  the  Resolution  into  consi- 
deration in  the  House  this  day. — ^Thi^ 
however,  was  objected  to  by  the  earl  of 
Radnor  and  lord  Arden,  as  being  contrary 
to  the  usage  of  the  House,  and  the  earl  of 
Liverpool  gave  up  the  point,  suggesting 
Tuesday  for  the  consideration  of  the  Re- 
port.— ^The  Chairman  then  left  the  chair, 
and  the  House  went  to  prayers.  After 
'prayers  lord  Walsingham  reported  the  Re- 
solution of  privileges,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  taken  Mo  consideration  on  Tuesday, 
and  the  Lords  to  be  saiiuDiQaed. 
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Insoltbnt  Debtors  Biu..]  The 
Amend  menu  made  by  the  Commons  on 
^his  Bill  being  taken  into  consideration. 

Lord  kUdadaU  strongly  objected  to  the 
Amendment  which  went  to  extend    the 
operation  of  the  act  to  the  Isle  of  Man. 
That  country   was    particularly  circum- 
stanced»  and  subject  to  its  own  laws  in  those 
«espects»  which  were  regulated  by  its  ie- 
gialature,  the  House  of  Keys.    Besides,  he 
understood   the  principle  of   the  Cessio 
Booorum  prevailed  in  the  Isle  of  Man, 
nearly  under   the    same  regulations    as 
in  Scotland  ;  and  he  reminded  their  lord- 
ahips  that  the  Bill  he  had  the  honour  to 
name,  and  to  introduce,  including  such  a 
regalation,  was    not    ultimately  counte- 
nanced by  their  lordships.    The  Amend- 
ment, under  the  circumstances,  struck  him 
■MM  SO  objectionable,  that  he  must  beg  leave 
io  oppose  it. 

Lord  HoUand  argued  in  farour  of  the 
Amendment.  He  saw  no  reason  why  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Isle  of  Man  should  be 
excluded  from  the  legislative  benevolence 
of  the  empire :  and  why  the  onibrtunate 
f>ersons  confined  for  debt  in  that  island 
should  not  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the 
•Gl.  As  to  the  objection  that  it  was  not 
usual  for  parliament  to  legislate  for  that 
island,  he  begged  leave  to  recall  to  the 
noble  and  learned  lord's  recollection,  that 
there  were  numerous  acts,  in  which  that 
country  was  included ;  and  he  deprecated 
any  alterations,  whicli  Aow,  just  at  the 
close  of  the  session,  might  prove  fatal  to 
the  Bill. 

Lord  RedetdaU  explained,  that  the  acts 
alluded  to  by  the  noble  baron  did  not 
relate  to  the  internal  afiairs  of  the  Isle  of 
Man ;  they  only  went  to  legislate  exter- 
nally. He  also  observed,  that  the  present 
Bill  was  understood  to  be  only  a  tempo- 
rary  remedy,  and  to  be,  in  every  respect, 
like  the  act  of  the  last  year. 

A  message  was  afterwards  sent  to  the 
vCommons  desiring  a  Conference  with  that 
House,  on  the  subject  of  the  said  Amend- 
ment, in  the  Painted  Chamber.  Accord- 
ingly a  committee  was  appointed  to  manage 
the  conference  on  the  part  of  the  House. 
'.Their  Jordships  repaired  to  the  Painted 
Chamber,  and  after  an  interval  of  a  few  mi- 
nutes, they  returned;  when  earl  Graham  re- 
ported that  the  Conference  had  been  duly 
held  with  the  managers  from  the  Commons, 
iMid  that  the  Commons  did  not  insiil  upon 


their  Amendments  made  to  the  Insolyent 
Debtors  Bill. 

<3oLD  Coin  BitL.]  Earl  Stanhope  ex^ 
pressed  his  wish  to  postpone  his  motion  for 
the  ^cond  reading  of  his  Gold  Coin  Bill^ 
which  stood  for  this  day,  till  to-morrow, 
and  his  reason  for  doing  so,  he  would 
freely  state  to  their  lordships.  He  had 
stated  in  the  outset,  that  a  certain  great 
landholder  intended  to  require  the  rents 
recently  due  to  him  to  be  paid  in  gold. 
He  had  mentioned  no  names,  but  it  since 
turned  out  that  the  landholder  he  alluded 
to  was  a  member  of  that  House,. and  from 
whom  he  had  received  a  letter,  express- 
ing his  desire,  that  the  motion  might  be 
postponed  till  to-morrow ;  he  therefore 
thought  it  only  justice  to  do  so.  His  lord* 
ship  then  moved  to  renew  the  order  for 
summoning  their  lordships  on  th%  above 
motion  fo^  to*morrow,  which  was  ordered 
accordingly. 
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Ma.  Palmer's  Claims.]  Colonel  Pai^ 
mer  declared  it  to  be  his  intention,  in 
the  next  session,  once  more  to  bring  Mr. 
Palmer's  Claims  under  the  consideration 
of  parliament  in  the  shape  of  a  Bill,  whea 
he  trusted  that  this  subject  would  receivf 
its  final  discussion  and  decision. 

Petition  of  the  Keeper  !of  Lincolw 
Gaol  respecting  Mr.  Finnbrty.]  Mr. 
Chaplin,  after  some  prefatory  observations, 
in  which  he  said  that  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  the  under  sherift*  of  Lincoln, 
declaring  that  Mr.  Finnerty  had  oilered 
money  for  other  apartments ;  as  also  a 
statement  from  a  magistrate,  in  contradic* 
tion  of  what  had  been  advanced  by  Mr. 
Finnerty,  presented  a  Petition  from  Mr. 
Merry  weather,  the  gaoler  of  Lincoln 
Castle,  setting  forth 

"  That  a  Petition  having  been  presented 
to  this  House  by  Peter  Finnerty,  a  pri- 
soner in  the  said  castle  of  Lincoln,  con- 
taining gross  and  scandalous  misre presenta- 
tions of  the  misdemeanor  ward  of  the  said 
prison,  in  which  he  is  confined,  and  of  the 
cruelty  and  oppression  he  labours  under 
from  the  Petitioner  and  the  visiting  ma- 
gistrates of  the  prison  aforesaid,  most 
humbly  requests  the  House  will  make 
such  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Peti- 
tioner towards  the  said  Petrr  Finnerty  as 
to  their  wisdom  may  seem  meet ;  the  i'eiiv 
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tioner  not  having  acted  craelly  and  op* 
pressively  towards  the  said  Peter  Finnerty, 
who  was  enjoying  the  unrestrained  liberty 
of  air  and  exercise  in  a  part  of  the  court 
yard  and  private  garden  of  the  Petitioner^ 
4>f  above  three  acres  in  extent,  until  the 
Petitioner  discovered  that  the  indulgence 
so  granted  him  was  abused  by  an  attempt 
to  seduce  his  upper  turnkey  from  his  duty, 
by  offering  him  money  to  permit  him  to 
be  criminally  connected  with  a  female 
convict  in  the  said  prison,  and  also, 
while  taking  exercise  in  the  part  be- 
fore-mentiutied/ offering  money  to  three 
female  prisoners  employed  in  cleaning  the 
County*balI,  for  ibem  to  let  him  come  in 
at  the  window  for  the  above  improper  pur- 
pose, and  which  more  fully  appears  by 
the  depositions  of  the  parties/' 

Mr.  WhitbreAd  was  glad  that  this  Pe- 
tition of  the  gaoler  had  come  forward,  as 
it  contained  a  specification  of  ihe  charge 
against  Mr.  Pmnerty.  But,  supposing  it 
true,  it  was  not  therefore  proper  that  Mr. 
Finnerty  should  be  kept  fi?e  or  six  weeks 
from  air  and  exercise,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  gaoler.  He  had  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Finnerty,  however,  purporting  that  the 
turnkey  had  made  the  offer  to  htm  for  a 
bribe,  and  on  his  refusal  had  told  this 
ttory  in  order  to  be  before  hand  with  him. 
Then  there  was  no  answer  given  as  to  the 
stench  in  Mr.  Finnerty 's  cell.  The  hon. 
gent,  had  said,  there  was  no  stench  when 
he  was  there.  Tl^at  might  well  be,  for  ii 
often  happened  that  the  prevalence  of 
stench  in  any  particular  place  depended 
on  the  direction  of  the  wind.  He  hofied 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  would  be  com. 
|)lted  with  ;  but  it  was  clear  a  gaoler 
ought  not  to  have  the  power  of  increasing 
or  mitigating  a  sentence  of  a  court  of 
JQsttce  at  his  discretion. 

Mr.  Chaplin  defended  the  conduct  of 
the  gaoler,  who  had  given  Mr.  Finnerty 
the  liberty  of  walking  in  his  garden,  and 
shewed  a  disposition  to  grant  him  every 
indulgence  consistent  with  his  situation, 
till  his  own  improper  conduct  rendered  a 
closer  confinement  necessary.  As  a  proof 
that  no  political  motive  influenced  the 
gaoler,  he  had  only  to  advert  to  the  satis- 
faction expressed  by  Mr.  Drakard  at  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  been  treated. 

Mr.  Brokgham  said  that  no  answer  had 
been  given  to  the  charge  of  solitary  con- 
finement He  knew  that  Mr.  Drakard  had 
been  well  treated;  but  this  only  placed 
in  a  stronger  light  the  injustice  done  to 
Mr.  Finnerty.    The  geuioicet  were  the 


flame,  and  why  shoald  the  ^qniahnent  be 
different?  If  the  g^aoler  had  thirteea 
rooms  in  his  house,  Mr.  Pinoerty  oogkt 
not  to  be  confined  ia  a  felon's  cell. 

Mr.  Ckaplin  said,  it  was  not  a  feloo'i 
cell ;  but  designed  for  those  coaftoed  fcr 
misdemeanors. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  utterly  denied  tk 
charge  of  solitary  conftnetnent,  which  wit 
not  even  ailed ged  in    Mr.  Finnerty 's  pe- 
tition.    As  to  the  gaoler  having  tbtiteeii 
rooms  in  his  house,  they  took  that  f/na 
Mr.  Finnerty 's  petition.     Bat  rappofin^ 
it  to  be  so,  the  gaoler'^  hoaee  was  hisfm* 
hold,  and  he  was  not  bound  to  gift  sp 
any  part  of  it  to  the  prisoners.     It  oeght 
to  be  recollected  that   he   gave   a  hrm 
security  to  the  sheriir  for  the  safe  custody 
of  his  prisoners.     He   had    been  leakiiif 
all  the  inquiry  he  could>  and  the  lesslt 
was  a  ^conviction  that  for  aome  pamof 
the  complaint  of  Mr.  Finnerty  there  wm 
not  the  slightest  ground »    and  that  tie 
rest   had  been   excessively    exag^^erslerf. 
The  apartwient  assigned  to  kimi  was  22 
htt  by  f  I,  and    16  feet   high«  and  raiM^ 
above  a  yard  of  some   extent,  of  wfiici 
Mr.  Finnerty  had  alineet    the  esdativc 
use.     But  if  there   waa  a-  atencfh,  er  a»f 
other  real  grievance  in  the  caae,  steps  4isd 
been  taken  to  remove  them. 

Mr.  hrottgham  said*  that  facts  had  been 
stated  whit  h  amounted  to  aolitary  ces- 
finepient,  though  these  words  wtie.sot 
used. 

The  Petition  was  then  laid  on  the  taMe* 

Flogging  in  the  Armt.)  Mr.  Mt^ 
nera  Sutton,  adverting  to  a  case  mentioned 
by  an  hon.  baronet  (Sir  Francis  Burd^t) 
the  other  evening,  of  a*mae  of  the  name  of 
Evans,  who  had  cut  his 'throat  in  the  h^ 
of  Wight  to  avoid  being  flogged,  obfpw 
that  the  hon.  baionet  labptired  onder^^s* 
siderable  misap prehension  on  the  sut)]ect> 
On  inquiry  he  learnt  from  the  generaM 
the  district,  that  the  name  of  the  ^a^ 
alluded  to  by  the  hon.  baronet  was  not 
Evans,  but  Avery.  He  had  ceme  io  dis 
Isle  of  Wight  from  Yithary,  as  a  recrort 
of  a  suspicious  character.  As  sons  as  he 
had  received  the  final  paytnent  of  ♦«• 
bounty,  this  man  with  three  others  ^^ 
sorted  ;  but  being  sebteqaentty  t^hen  «« 

Cain  clothes  by  a  pres8*gang  at  Ry^* 
►  was  broiTght  back  to  the  depot,  an* 
tried  by  a  court  martial.  Before,  1t««^ 
ever,  theaentence  of  the  conn  martial  bt» 
been  promulgated,  this  mats  «ttemp<«dj« 
cat  Ml  thro&t.    Sach  wta  ftbe  ftatvm^* 
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of  the  real  hdt  »%itoc<xirred.  He  wst 
awmre  that  it  did  not  at  all  afiect  tbe 
general  question  of  the  expediency^  br 
inexpediency,  of  corpo|[eal  panishment; 
bot  it  was  certainly  desirable  that  these 
individual  cases  should  be  described  with 
accuracy »  ami  he  could  not  conceive  a 
more  aggravated  instance  of  military  de- 
linquency than  the  one  to  which  he  bad 
jost  called  the  attention  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Wkkhremd  admitted,  that  the  case 
of  this  individual  was  not  one  of  peculiar 
aeverity»  but  at  the  same  time  contended 
that  it  by  no  means  operated  against  the 
•foment  for  the  abolinon  of  Hogging. 
Since  tAie  last  discussion  en  this  subject, 
lie  had  tecerved  a  letter,  which  to  him 
•ppeared  practically  conclusive  upon  tt. 
it  was  from  a  person  having  the  chief 
command  of  the  recruiting  paities  in  a 
district  ^f  the  country  in  whieh  the  temp* 
tations  to  recrohs  to  act  in  a  msmner  merit- 
ing punishment  were  peculiarly  strong. 
This  officer^  however,  declared  in  his 
letter,  in  the  most  emphatic  language, 
lAiat  be  found  corporeal  puniehmetit  to  be 
completely  urnieccMary,  and  tliat  the 
trtangles,  if  there  were  any  in  hit  district, 
were  inouidering  away  in  a  garret. 

Mr.  6roiu;A/cm  stated,  that  the  motion 
of  which  his  hon.  friend,  who  was  not 
then  present,  had  given  notice  for  the 
next  session  of  parliament,  was  not  founded 
on  any  particular  instance  of  severity,  bot 
would  proceed  on  the  gi'ueral  question  of 
the  expediency  of  corporeal  punisbmrnts 
in  the  army.  ^ 

Sir  C.  Snrrell  expressed  his  firm  con- 
yiction  that  there  were  cases  \t\  which 
severe  corporeal  punishment  in  a  regiment 
was  tndispensaMe,  unless  mdeed  death  in 
such  cases  was  to  be  uniformly  resorted  to. 
As  to«oli*iary  imprisonment,' that  he  wi»s 
persuaded  was  in  few  instances  pr^icti- 
cable.  The  4icm.  haron^t  was  proceedrng 
to  explain  his  views  nf  the  sobject,  wh-n 

The  ^eoAer  interpoaed,  and  suggestt'd 
the  propriety  oif  abstaining  irom  any  ge- 
neral discussion,  there  being  no  question 
bc^fore  the  House. 

ItfcireitBfrr  to  AtSAsrsniATioN.J  Mr. 
WhUbrtad  observed,  that  a*  the  House 
was  unoccupied  at  that  moment,  he  hoped 
be  mvght  be  inHvlged  with  saying  a  few 
words,  which  it  was  otherwise  hts  intention 
1o  have  offered  to  ctieir  notice  on  tbe  ques- 
tion of  adjournment.  His  object  in  rising 
was  to  give  the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite, 
•rany  ether  of  hit  Majesty 't  minitterti  an 
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opportunity  of  mahiiig  an  av^wa)^  afattiier 
to  that  which  he  understood  had  been  made 
in  another  place  by  marquis  WelUsley.ea 
a  subject  intimately  involving  the  charea* 
ter  of  the  British  govemmenw  and  x\m 
welfare  and  safety  of  every  individoal  of  the 
royal  family.  The  House  would  be  awaie 
that  be  alluded  to  the  horrible  doctrioea 
which  had  recently  been  pronelgaaed  hf 
a  part  of  the  press  respecting  Asaastim* 
tion.  That  bad  been  preached  up  at  s 
duty  under  certain  circumstances^  whieh 
no  circumstances  could  justH'y.  Wese 
the  writers  to  whom  he  alluded 
that  they  led  to  the  perpetration  of 
on  the  innocent  and  meritorioos,  hy  ahn 
arguments  in  which  they  recommended 
the  perpetration  of  crime,  on  one'  'iceiv 
tainly  not  innocent^-certainly  net  eserir 
torioes — but  of  whom  they  weae  tiot  to 
set  themselves  up  as  the  judges  and  the 
puoishers.  When  these  persons  held  esU 
the  examples  of  antiquity  for  the  perpetn^ 
tion  of  such  crimes,  or  tuich  deeds,  at  lie 
presumed  they  would  call  thwn  »swhcn 
they  described  the  indivi<Uala  af  leroier 
ages,  by  whom  thoM;  examples  had  beta 
t4forded,  as  the  t)enetactors  ef  man- 
kind, and  as  having  ever  since  been 
so  estimatrd,  he  supposed  it  woMid  ht  in 
vain  ibr  him  to  suggest  to  them  the  gaent 
(4iangp  which  haU  tnlcen  place  in  morrir 
duty  by  the  Christian  B\si«m  et  religio«» 
It  would  be  in  vain,  iie  prenusDed,  l«»r  tiinl 
to  point  out  to  their  cons idera(i«in,  that  ^ 
the  mild  doctrines  of  that  religion  an  eye 
wa»  no  longer  demanded  for  an  eye,  or  a 
tooth  for  a  too:  h.  To  the  persons  to  whom 
he  alluded,  such  an  apfeaf  would,  in  all 
probability,  be  fniiMens.  fiut  he  would 
Call  on  the  advocates  of  assassination  eo 
show  a  single  in^itance  in  «»hich  tbe  crime 
had  been  successtui,  or  hrid  been  lollowed 
by  the  advantages  anticipaic^d  i>y  the  iihort 
sighted  perpetrators  <»f  it.  After  the  ai- 
sassi nation  of  Cse^ar  had  the  libertiee  of 
Rome  been  better  secured  than  be  tore? 
Had  the  kiiTe  of  the  assastin  been  alwajw 
pointed  at  the  proper  object  ?  Had  it  liel 
frequently  lieen  directed  against  the  breatt 
of  tbe  innoc-ent  and  meritorioes^  Againet 
tbe  breast  of  Henry  4,  and  ixiuit  15« 
of  France ;  of  the  great  Prince  of 
Orange  :  and  twice  in  our  own  daya,  tif 
the  existing  monarch  'of  this  country  9 
Htid  not  the  king  of  Sweden  been  asseasi* 
nated?  Hdd  not  tbe  emperors  Peter'aod 
Paul  of  Russia  b««n  atsassineted  *?  Antt 
was  it,  then,  prudent  to  preach  up  'the 
doctrine  that  any  indiTidaal  (wea  .com* 
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petent  to  judge  who  ought  to  be  u* 
•atsinated  and  who  ought  not?  Before 
those  persoDS  told  the  Spaniard  that  he 
had  a  right  to  assassinate  the  emperor 
of  France  because  he  invaded  Spain,  let 
them  recollect  how  recently  Great  Bri- 
tain  had  attacked  an  unoffending  nation, 
^ith  whom  she  was  not  at  war.  If  their 
doctrine  were  wholesome,  let  ihem  reflect 
on  the  right  which  a  Zealander  (in- 
flamed by  that  which  he  should  ever 
term  a  most  atrocious  violence)  would 
possess  to  arm  himself  on  their  principles 
with  the  poniard  of  vengeance.  Let  them 
reflect  on  the  progress  of  our  English 
empire  in  the  East.  Let  them  remember 
the  march  of  British  armies  over  the 
f;uiltleBS  countries  of  Asia,  for  the  purpose 
of  deposing  their  unoffending  sovereigns. 
Surely  those  sovereigns  had  in  their  courts 
individuals  personally  and  warmly  at- 
tached to  them ;  and  were  the  doctrines 
to  which  he  had  alluded  established^  the 
hand  of  a  subject  of  the  nabob  of  Oudeor 
Tippoo  Sultaun  might,  with  justice,  be  lifted 
in  secret  against  those  to  whom  his  un- 
fortunate sovereign  owed  his  misfortunes ! 
There  was  something,  however,  beyond 
this  consideration  of  the  subject.  The 
papers  in  which  these  doctrines  had  been 
asserted  were  published  in  this  country 
in  the  French  language,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  circulated  on  the  continent,  and 
supposed  to  be  so  circulated  under  the 
muspices  of  the  British  government,  for 
that  which  they  imagined  to  be  a  wise 
political  object.  These  papers  accord- 
ingly went  forth  to  the  world,  as  sanc- 
tioned by  this  government.  With  that 
feeling  they  would  be  read  by 'the  person 
whom  they  declared  it  would  be  not  only 
justifiable,  but  meritorious,  to  murder. 
Let  it  be  recollected,  that  this  person 
had  pre-conceived  the  opinion  that  the 
British  government  were  the  instiga- 
tors of  the  plot  for  his  destruction,  by 
means  of  the  infernal  machine.  Let  it  be 
recollected,  that  he  had  told  the  people 
of  France  that  the  British  government  had 
landed  assassins  on  the  French  coast  for 
the  purpose  >  of  secretly  destroying  him. 
What  a  confirmation  would  such  state- 
ments on  his  part  receive  from  the  circu- 
lation of  such  doctrines  as  those  recently 
promulgated  ?  What  must  be  the  neces- 
sary consequence,  but  that  if  this  person 
conceived  that  the  hand  of  the  British 
government  was  thus  raised  against  his 
person,  that  he  would  avail  himself  of 
arcry  opportunity  of  retaliation?     The 
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'  very  individuals  who  published  these  pa- 
pers declared,  that  a    person  of  the  name 
of  Haukwitzer  had  already  been  sent  from 
France,   for  the  express    porpose  of  at- 
tempting the  life  of  the  sovereign  ofOfe^i 
Britain.     At  the  very   moment  that  thej 
became  the  advocates     of    assassinatioo, 
they  expressed  their    belief  that  Buooa- 
parte  had  in  his  pay  a  band«  ripe  for  anj 
deed  of  blood.     Were   they  aware  of  liie 
vital  danger  to  which  they  thus  exposed  the 
persons  of  their  sovereign  and  his  familj? 
For  himself,  having  seen  the  doctrines  to 
which  he  had  alluded  maintained  in  tboM 
publications  which  were   generally  coou' 
dered  as  having  the  support  of  administra- 
tion, and  having  on  the  other  hand  sees 
the  manly  disavowal    of  those  doctnnfi 
by  a  noble  marquis  in  another  place,  fas 
had  felt  it  his  duty  not  to  allow  the  Horns 
of  Commons  to  separate   without  gifio^ 
the  right  hon.  gent,  oppv^ite  an  opportu- 
nity of  making  a  similar  declaration;  and 
with  respect  to  the  Individ uaf  who  was  the 
immediate  object  of  these  abomioab/e  doC'    I 
trines,  was  it  to  be  believed  that  Prori-    | 
dence,  who,  for  inscrutable  purposes,  lad    ■ 
raised  up  that  extraordinary  man,  had  led 
him  in  safety  through  dangers  of  evsrjr 
description,  who  had  preserved  him  in  ^ 
field  of  battle,  and  who  had  shielded  hia 
from  the  knife  of  the  assassin — wm  it  t^ 
be  believed  that  Providence  would  allow 
its  object  to  be  frustrated  by  the  puo/     i 
efibrts  of  such  short  sighted  beings,  wboie 
projects  would  be  as  fruitless  as  they  vvere 
criminal  ?     He  trusted  that  he  should  fiear 
a  distinct  disavowal  of  doctrines,  in  which 
was  involved  the  safety  of  every  crowned 
head  in  Europe. 
The  Chancellorqf  the  Exchequer  dtchrdt 

that  if  the  hon.  gent,  thought  it  aecessvj 
for  any  one  of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  by  s 
disavowal  of  the  publications  which  bad 
been  described,  to  clear  himself  from  tbe 
implication  of  the  criminality  attached  to 
them,  he  was  v^y  glad  that  an  opportuniif 
had  been  afforded  him  for  making  socb  s 
disavowal ;   but  he  did  trust  that  the  boo. 
gent,   had  shewn  more   than  necessary 
anxiety  on  the  subject.     He  had  no  beii- 
tation  m  stating  that  he  could  not  cooceif* 
the  existence  of  any  circumstances  whidt 
would  justify  the  promulgation  of  Bti^^ 
ments,  such  as  had  been  described.    Ht 
perfectly  agreed  with  the  hon.  ^ent,  tbst 
putting  out  of  the  question  the  divine  pro* 
hibition  of  murder,  those  who  were  dii* 
posed  to  have  recourse  to  such  mean*  w 
hostility,  would  find  th^m  injurious  ratbiT 
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than  beneficial  to  tbcir  oaoae.   Were  sach 
a  system  established,  it  woald  involve  the 
^orld  in  calamities  greater  than  any  by 
^vhich  it  had  yet  been  afflicted.     He  also 
perfectly  a^^reed  with  the  hon.  gent.,  that 
^rhen  Providence  distinctly  assumed  the 
direction  of    great  events,  for  ultimate 
purposes  unknown  and  incomprehensible, 
no  ahort-sighted  human  efibrt  could  retard 
their  progress ;   but  this  sentiment  ought 
^  to  be  well  gusrded,  and  ought  not  to  be 
permitted  in  its  operation  to  prevent  our 
resistance  to  immedinte  evil.     Even  if  it 
were  declared  by  Omniscience,  that  the 
plans  of  Buonaparte  would  be  and  must  be 
finally  executed,  yet  if  they  could  not  be 
carried  into  execution  without  a  violation 
of  rights  which  ought  to  be  defended,  it 
viras  our  duty  to  make  an  eflbrt  to  defend 
them,  however  hopeless.     Nothing  could 
be   more  dangerous  than  to  misapply  the 
truth,  that  all  events  were  under  the  direc- 
tion  of  Providence.     Ii  was  in  the  defence 
of  liberty  agamst  oppreasion,  that  human 
virtue  was  most  eminently  displayed  ;  and 
those  who  perished  in  such  a  sacred  cause, 
perished  gloriously,  and  not  without  re- 
ward.    Irresistible  as  the  course  of  Buona- 
parte had  hitherto  appeared  to  be,  if  we 
indeed  thought  that  Providence  superin- 
tended human  events,  we  must  be  con- 
vinced that  in  that  course  he  would  yet 
be  checked.     This  country  might  be  cho- 
sen  as  the   instrument  of   arresting  his 
mighty  progresA — of  deducing  good  nut  of 
the  evil  which  had  hitherto  existed.    What 
was  there,  he  would  ask,  in  the  march  of 
Buonaparte,  which  ought  to  induce  us  to 
suppose  that  his  ultimate  success  was  irre- 
sistibly decreed  by  Providence?    Let  this 
country  look  to  its  own  exertions,  and  say 
whether  the  success  of  those  exertions  had 
not  been  as  extraordinary  as  the  success  of 
the  exertions  of  the  enemy.     If  it  were 
declared  that  a  superintending  Providence 
bad  given  to  France  the  dominion  of  the 
land,  it  most  also   be  declared  that  the 
same  superintending  Providence  had  given 
to  Great  Britain  the  dominion  of  the  sea. 
The  future  presented  cheerful  as  well  as 
grave  subjects  for  contemplation.     What- 
ever might  be  the  resu  It,  however,  it  became 
ui,  under  every  variety  of  circumstances, 
to  choose  Che  noble   path  of  duty  and 
honour.     With  regard  to  the  particnlar 
subject  mentioned  by  the  hon.   gent.,  he 
bad  no  hesitation  in  repeating,  that  he 
disavowed  most  heartily,  and   from   the 
bottom  of  his  soul,  any  doctrines  which  led 
to  practices  so  unchristian-like    and  ao 
fort ign  to  a  wiit  and  manly  policy.  ' 


Mr.  Wkiibread  thanked  the  right  hoD, 
gentleman  for  his  frank  and  honourable 
disavowal.  He  would  not  quarrel  with 
him  because  he  had  added  to  that  diii^ 
vowal  incitements  to  national  <  exertion* 
He  trusted  that  no  expression  of  hia  would, 
be  construed  into  the  declaration  that  he 
was  a  fatalist,  or  that  he  thought  it  impot> 
sible  to  resist  the  power  of  France.  He 
must  be  a  fooU  indeed,  to  entertain  such 
an  opinion  at  a  moment  when  the  power  of 
France  was  resisted  more  eActually  than 
at  any  former  period  of  the  present  awfiil 
contest.  Whatever  he  might  think  of  the 
ultimate  fate  of  the  nations  of  Europe*- 
whatever  opinion  he  might  entertain  of 
the  intentions  of  providence  with  respect 
to  that  extraordinary  being  who  had  hi* 
therto  possessed  such  a  powerful  influence 
over  that  fate,  he  was  not  the  less  con* 
vinced  of  the  duty  of  resistance  to  his  de« 
signs — of  the  duty  of  defending  our  liber* 
ties,  even  should  extermination  be  the 
consequence.  But  it  was  not  for  an  indi- 
vidual to  step  forward,  and  with  a  criminal 
hand  attempt  to  accelerate  the  result* 
Such  attempts  were  ever  destructive  of 
their  object.  He  well  remembered  th« 
rejoicings  that  were  occasioned .  in  this 
country  by  the  news  of  the  assassination 
of  the  emperor  Paul.  It  was  then  said 
that  Russia  would  turn  against  France. 
She  did  so  turn.  A  most  absurd  coalition 
took  place  between  Great  Britain  and 
Russia — and  what  followed?  that  RuMia 
was  completely  subjugated,  and  that  the 
successor  of  the  assassinated  Paul  became 
one  of  the  firmest  friends  of  France. 
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Bbrkblby  Pbbbagb.]  Pursuant  to  fpe* 
cial  adjournment,  their  lordships  proceed* 
ed  to  take  the  Report  of  the  Committee  off 
Privileges,  upon  this  long  pending  case» 
into  consideration,  which  was,  *'  That  the 
claimant,  William  Fitzharding  Berkeley, 
had  not  made  good  bis  claim  to  the  titlea 
and  honours  of  earl  of  Berkeley,  viscount 
Dorsley>  Stc,"  and  upon  the  question 
being  put,  their  lordships  confirmed  the 
Report  of  the  Committee,  nem.  diss. 

The  Lord  Chancel  (or  then  made  some 
observations  upon  the  nature  of  the  pro* 
ceedings  and  evidence  adduced  before  the 
Committee  of  Privileges,  and  concluded 
by  moving.  That  the  Report  of  their  lord« 
ships'  Committee,  together  with  a  copy  of 
the  Evidence  given  in  the  saidcase^  be 
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laid  before  bis  royal  hrghness  the  Prince 
Kegent,  together  wi[h  an  Address,  reqoest- 
iag  bis  royal  highness  would  be  pleased 
to  adopt  such  proceedings  ihereopon  as 
he  might  deem  most  proper  and  expe- 
<Kent. 

Earl  Qrty  had  no  objection  to  the  pro* 
ceeding  recommended  by  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  generally  ;  but  was  averse  to 
the  ititrodnction  of  any  language  in  the 
OM>iiofi  which  would  appear  like  an  at- 
tempt to  dictate  or  point  out  any  particu- 
lar line  of  conduct  to  his  royal  highness, 
bat  to  l^are  such  result  solely  to  his  dis- 
cretion, as  to  what  proceeding  he  might 
think  proper  to  adopt,  if  any.  He  there- 
fere  suggested  the  propriety  of  omitting 
the  word  *'  request''  from  the  motion, 
which  would  then  go  in  efiisct  to  simply 
iayinf^  the  Report  and  the  Evidence  before 
Itta  royal  highness. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  agreed  in  the  pro- 
priety of  this  suggestion,  and  expressed 
liif  opiniony  that  his  noble  friend  on  the 
woolsack,  in  wording  his  motion,  had  no 
i^es  whatever  of  pointing  out  any  parti - 
ealar  line  to  his  royal  highness,  but  wish- 
ed merely  that  the  m^ter  should  be  left 
entirely  to  the  royal  discretion. 

The  Lord  Cktmcdlor  corroborated  what 
feH  from  his  noble  friend,  as  to  his  inten- 
tion with  respect  to  the  object  and  eflfect 
4^  the  motion  he  proposed. 

The  motion  was  then  amended  agree- 
ably lo  the  saggestioQ  of  iearl  Grey,  and 
«nanimoualy  agreed  to. 

DblaV*  in  jAptbal  Cavsbs.]  The 
Earl  of  Suffolk  rote  to  make  two  motions 
en  this  subject;  previous  to  which  he  ad- 
verted to  what  he  had  said  before  on  the 
ftubject,  and  defended  most  of  the  obser- 
yatkms  ba  then  made  respecting  Green- 
iricb  Hospital.  He  would  never  submit 
to  ba  charged  with  mockery  and  mum- 
OMry,  for  shewing  the  enormity  of  a 
Proctor*s  Bill.  He  had  been  told  that  it 
srat  Bot  the  clerk'a  bustneas  to  assist  him 
ia  oorolliog  that. loag  bill;  but  he  consi* 
derad  the  clerk  at  the  servant  of  their  lord- 
iiiipa  generally,  and  not  soiely  of  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  woolsack. 
•—The  aoble  carl  went  through  a  variety 
af  parttcalara  Kspocting  the  general  sub- 
ject»  and  appealed  to  a  memorial  sent 
eleven  yaan*  ago,  by  air  Alexander  Coch- 
rane, complaining  of  the  practice  of  em- 
ploying one  »ole  proctor  in  causet  and 
fre^nenUy.in  appeal*.  The  Appeats  in 
Iba^  Hanaa^  in  ISU>»  wtia  two  buairti 
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and  nine,  and  only  fonr  judgments  were 
given.  This  wan  contrary  to  ihoae  tras 
principles  of  the  constttatton  be  bad  lean* 
ed,  and  hoped  to  hand  down.  It  was  cuv 
trary  to  the  provisions  of  Magna  Charts. 
He  then  moved  for  aondry  aocounts  of 
Prise  Money  paid  and  doe  ;  and  another 
motion  for  the  number  of  Appeals  at  tbe 
beginning  of  tbe  present  seaaion,  with  tht 
number  of  jadgments  thereon*  and  the 
number  of  those  wiihdrawrn,  diatingmshisg 
such  as  come  from  EnglsAod.  Scotland,  u 
Ireland.  He  expressed  bis  intentioa  ^ 
following  up  those  motions,  if  agreed  to,ii 
the  course  of  the  next  aession. 

The  motions  were  then  pot,  and  carried 
nem^dis. 

Gold  Coin  and  BancNots  Bili^]  ^^ 
Stanhope  moved  the  order  of  tbe  nay  (ff 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.     Tbe  Rill   > 
being  read  by  the  clerk,  hta  lordship  Mftf> 
he  was  extremely  happy  to  see  arovni 
him  on  this  occasion  several   noble  lordi 
who  were  not  present    before  when  Ik 
brought  tbe  matter  forward,  as  it  afforded 
him  an  opportunity  of  explaining  the  ob- 
ject he   had  in  -view  by  tbi^  Bill.    ^ 
before  he  told  them  what  the  Bill  was,  be 
would  tell  them  what  it  was  not.    It«w 
not,  as  it  had  by  some  been  errooeoiniy 
supposed  to  be,  a  Bill  to  make  Bank-notf 
a  legal  tender ;  and  indeed  it  would  be 
highly  improper  that  such  a  Bill  tboa)<l 
pass;  because  the  person  who  migbt|e- 
fuse  a  Bank-note  on  the  ground  of  soppo^ 
ing  it  to«be  forged,  might  be  by  this  mrsfl* 
brought  into ' an  unpleasant  dilemma.  He 
would  now  state  what  the  Bill  was,  9»A 
his  reasons  for  proposing  it ;  and,  in  tbe 
first  place,  he  would  examine  if  bislouo- 
dation  was  good,  and   then  expiain  tbtf 
nature  of  the  superstructure  it  was  his  d^ 
sign  to  raise  upon  it.     His  Bill  weut  »i^ 
ply  to  this,  that  it  should  not  be  legal  to 
give  more  than  2U.  for  a  guinea,  or  |^ 
for  a  Bank-note  than  the  amount  (o€^^^<^ 
it  purported  to  be  payable.    The  idea  of 
offering  this  Bill  originated  to  him  on  w 
bringing  up  of  the  Bank  Token  Bill  fion 
the  other  House  ;  the  nature  of  whieh  m 
was  to  facilitate  the  introduction  oi  a  ^^^ 
circulating  medium.      On  that  occa««n 
he  had  pointed  out  to  their  lordsbifMi^^ 
necessity  of  establishing  some  legal  ^^'^^ 
throughout  tbe  country,  other  than  tb* 
which  it  was  now  impossible  to  p^p^^f^ 
To   illustrate  the  necessity  for  *^"J 
would  suppose  that  a  persop  ag'^ 
porcbasa  an  estate  tor  "one  hundred  Ibot* 
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sand  pounds*  that  the  title  was  good«  aod 
iliatt  no  object  stood  in  the  way  of  the 
completion  of  the  bargain.     But  suppose, 
^vhcii  the  price  stipulated  came  to  be  paid, 
that  the  seller  should  say,  "  I  expect  to  be 
paid    in  guineas,   and    will   not  transfer 
the  estate  unless  I  am  so  paid;''  would 
thkir  lordships  think  the  purchaser  fairly 
or.  justly  dealt  with  ?     Would  they  not 
rather  consider  it  to  be  wrong  to  require 
him  to  perform  a  physical  impossibility, 
by  procuring  so  many  guineas  ?     Yet  the 
law,  as  it  stood,  did  not  afford  him  any 
remedy  against  this  unreasonable  demand. 
This  was  precisely  the  state  of  the  case, 
and  be  would  now  state  the  principles  on 
which  he   maintained  that  the  plan  be 
r>roposed  ought  to  be  adopted.     It  had 
been  his  peculiar  good  fortune  in  life  to 
be  acquainted  w^th  many  great  and  emi* 
nent  men,  and  among  them  he  could  not 
name  one  whose  estimable  qualities  of  the 
heart  and  of  the  head  did  him  more  honour 
than  sir  George  Saville,  with  whom  he  had' 
the  supreme  pleasure  of  being  intimate. 
His  idea  on  this  subject  he  would  adopt  as 
his  own :  it  was  this  clear,  and  perspicuous, 
and  philosophical  definition  of  the  circu- 
lating medium,  "  that  it  was  and  could  be 
no  other  than  a  measure  or  scale  of  dif* 
ferenl  things."     Thus  ten  pound  was  the 
measure  or  a  certain  number  of  loaves  of 
bread,  of  a  certain  number  of  tickets  to 
the  Opera,  or  of  a  certain  number  of  miles 
travelling  in  a  hackney  coach.    The  ten 
pound  was  the  scale  by  which  the   rela- 
tive value  of  these  three  articles  was  mea- 
sured.    To  this  definition  he  would  add, 
in  pufAuance  of  the  same  idea,  that  this 
scale  was,  or  ought  to  be,  fixed  and  unal- 
terable.    As  illustrations  were  good  to 
explain  abstract  propositions,  he  would 
endeavour  to  apply  one  to   this  point. 
Suppose  they  wished  to  measure  any  thing 
of  length,  they  would  iake  a  yard,  consist- 
ing of  3  feet,  or  of  36  inches,  and  by  this 
me^ns  might  measure  a  piece  of  cloth  36 
yards  long ;  but  it  would  not  do  to  mea- 
sure $t)  yards  by  this  piece  of  cloth,  fur, 
being  elastic,  it  might  at  one  time  reach 
to  40  y aids.    A  third  fundamental  princi- 
ple was,  the  circulating  medium  ought  not 
to  lie  attainable  without  a  certain  labour 
or  value  given.     Gold  certainly  possessed 
this  quality,  but  so  also  Hid  other  things ; 
such,  for  insunce,  as  Hamburgh  Mark 
Banco  payments.     And  book  entries  in 
this  respect  enjoyed  a  very  great  superio- 
rity over  gold,  if  they  were  put  under 
pro|)er  regulations*     Appose  any  state 
(VOL  XX.) 


should  open  such  books  in  which  no  per- 
son could  obtain  an  entry  of  credit  with- 
out performing  an  adequate  public  ser- 
vice, was  it  not  evident  if  he  was  enabled 
at  some  tique  to  transfer  that  amount,  or 
any  part  of  it,  to  any  other  part  of  the 
country  from  diat  in  which  this  entry  was 
made,  that  it  would  be  better  than  if  it 
was  paid  to  him  in  money  ?  He  might 
lose  the  money,  or  might  be  interrupted- 
on  the  road,  which  accidents  could  not 
happen  to  the  book  entry.  Book  entries 
also  possessed  other  advantages  over  money 
in  rapidity,  and  in  not  being  liable  to  de* 
preciatioh  from  wear  and  tear ;  in  the  re* 
spect  of  annual  interest,  and  in  the  im« 
mense  qualification  of  being  invariable. 
It  was  on  these  principles  then,  that  he 
founded  his  proposition.  In  coming  to 
notice  his  plan,  he  had  to  observe,  that  ha 
laboured  under  considerable  difficulty* 
These  subjects  belonged  to  government, 
and  were  proper  for  ministers  to  take  up. 
No  other  person  who  proposed  any  violent 
change,  such  as  he  did,  being  no  less  than 
to  change  the  circulating  medium,  could 
expect  any  very  great  support.  A  wise 
man  would  therefore  try  to  accommodate 
his  views  to  existing  circumstances,  rather 
than  propose  a  radical  alteration  of  the 
system.  Not  to  be  ludicrous  on  so  grave 
a  subject,  he  would  try  to  illustrate  this 
part  also  by  a  simile.  He  had  found  the 
principle  established  by  law,  that  pay- 
ments  in  Bank  notes  cojyild  not  be  enferced 
as  legal.  A  Bank  note,  like  the  purchase 
of  a  check  for  admission  to  a  public  place, 
might  be  changed. for  something  else,  for 
another  note ;  but  still  that  was  not  the 
admission,  and  after  various  changes,  a 
man  mic^ht  be  as  far  from  his  purpose  as  at 
first.  He  bed  endeavoured  to  fit  his  plaa 
to  this  deformed  monster.  Like  the  tailor, 
who  made  a  coat  for  a  person  with  a  hunch 
back,  on  being  reproached  with  its  ill 
fashion,  be  might  retort ,  "  it  was  not  cut 
out  because  it  pleased  my  own  fancy,  or  for 
any  ^straight  well-shaped  man ;  but  how 
could  I  help  cutting  it  so,  as  it  was  to  fit  ft 
humpy  ?".i.This  must  be  his  apology  for 
the  shape  of  his  plan,  in  which  he  had 
endeavoured  to  apply  common  sense  to 
existing  circumstances*  He  now  came  to 
the  plan  itself,  which  he  had  laid  down, 
by  desire,  to  a  very  distinguished  noble 
and  learned  lord.  [Here  his  lordship  went 
into  an  explanation  of  his  letter  to  lord 
Eldon,  a  copy  of  which  will  be  seen  at 
p.  740.]  His  grand  object  was  to  esta* 
blish  a  mode  of  making  payneata  which 
(5E) 
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would  create  a  postibility  of  making  legal 
teodert.  Always  keeping  in  view  that 
the  Bank  was,  and  had  proved  itself  to  be, 
solvent,  and  limited  by  government  to 
some  extent,  he  proposed,  Ist,  That,  as 
in  Scotland,  it  should  establish  many 
branches  thr<^ughout  the  oountry :  2dly, 
Diat  in  all  these  branches  it  should  cause 
1>ook9  for  entries  to  be  opened :  Sdly,  That 
persons  possessing  Bank  notes  should  be 
entitled  to  have  a  credit  to  iheir  amount  in 
these  books :  4thly,  That  for  such  credit 
they  should  be  entitled  to  transfer  alt  or 
part  to  any  other  person's  account :  and, 
5th ly,  as  these  entries  could  not  be  forged, 
that  these  transfers  should  be  thade  a  legal 
tender.  Having  opened  the  scheme  of  his 
Bank  to  their  lordships,  he  had  afterwards 
received  information  that  a  noble  lord, 
possessing  great  landed  property,  because, 
no  doubt,  he  had  thought  it  right  so  to  do, 
and  that  it  could  not  be  injurious  to  the 
public,  had  given  notice  to  his  tenants, 
that  he  should  expect  them  to  pay  him 
iheir  several  rents  in  guineas,  or  in  Por* 
togal  gold,  or  in  Bank  notes  at  a  depre- 
ciated rate.  If  this  example  was  followed, 
it  most  do  incalculable  mischief,  and  to 
guard  against  this  was  the  object  of  his 
Bill.  Various  reasons  had  operated  on 
his  mind  in  favour  of  creating  a  new  cir- 
culating medium,  and  that  of  book-entries 
and  transfers.  In  doing  this,  he  had 
availed  himself  of  the  vehicleof  the  Bank 
of  England,  as  he  found  it  established. 
He  maintained  that  at  this  moment  a  pound 
sterling  and  a  Bank  note  of  1  /.  were  at  par. 
He  proved  they  were  of  equal  value  in  this 
way :  Suppose  he  were  to  go  to  a  banker's, 
anp  lay  down  21  one-pound  notes  on  one 
band,  and  20  guineas  on  the  other,  de- 
tiring  that  two  separate  accounts  might  be 
evened  in  his  books  for  these  two  sums : 
be  would  find  that  they  were  both  to  the 
tame  amount,  namely,  twenty-one  pounds. 
It  was  his  wish,  for  five  or  six  months  to 
come,  to  maintain  the  pound  note  and 
pound  sterling  on  this  equality,  which 
vfould  not4)e  the  case  were  the  example  of 
the  noble  lord  behind  him  (lord  King)  to 
be  followed,  and  no  legal  provision  made 
against  that  course.  fHere  lord  King,  as 
t»e  understood,  asked  if  they  were  now  at 
par  ?]  ^rl  Stanhope*  said,  he  had  no  ob- 
lection  to  be  catechised  by  the  noble 
lord,  provided  he  allowed  him,  in  his  turn, 
to  become  parson.  He  had  shewn  that 
ihey  were  at  par  sufficiently  U>  answer  his 
argument,  and  he  defied  the  noble  lord  to 
pvovv  Um  contrary^    H«  depiecated  per- 
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mitting  the  poesibitity  of  this  deprociatioii 
being  created,  as  it  must  fill  with  discon* 
tent  the  most  useful  classes  of  the  com* 
munity,  those  on  whom  their  lordships,  aa 
well  as  others,  depended  for  the  payments 
of  their  rents,  and  the  means  of  livingw 
They  must  be  cautions  not  to  ofiend  thn 
large  body,  and  that,  too,  in  a  way  accom* 
panied  by  gross  injustice.  It  was  on  that 
feeling  he  luid  acted  on  several  cases;  snch 
as  that,  for  instance,  of  the  Dissenters 
latelvi  or  any  class  who  felt  or  appre- 
hended abuse.  His  Bill  removed  dan- 
gerous temptations,  and  made  the  pound 
and  note  in  his  sense,  or  left  them,  on  m 
par.  This  Bill  had  been  commended 
greatly  by  those  who  seldom  approved  of 
any  motion  of  his.  He  Was  happy  at  this  ; 
but  they  went  even  farther,  and»said  it  was 
the  very  beat  remedy  they  had  heard,  but 
not  yet  necessary,  as  nobody  wonld  bs 
found  to  follow  the  example  of  his  nobis 
friend.  He  liked  rather  to  give  to  peopls 
the  protection  of  the  law,  than  any  under* 
standing  or  caprice  of  other  men,  which 
was  not  a  firm  foundation.  As  the  nobis 
Secretary  of  State  shewed  no  disinclina- 
tion,  if  any  necessity  appeared,  tlie  ques- 
tion turned  ^R^ly  on  the  probability  of 
the  example  set  being  followed.  He  had 
a  bundle  of  instances  of  this  sort,  and  hs 
only  wished  that  a  gpreat  many  more  would 
say  so  at  once,  and  then  they  would  pro- 
ceed to  prevent  the  evil.  Here  the  nobis 
earl  produced  a  number  of  letters,  front 
several  of  which  he  read  extracts^  One 
person  wrote  that  his  landlord  said,  **  What 
one  landlord  can  do,  all  can  do.  If  lord 
King  succeeds,  I  will  do  the  same  :*'  and 
then  proceeded,  without  a  fee,  to  ask  ths 
noble  earPs  opinion.  Another  letter  stated 
a  recent  transaction  in  Hampshire,  where  s 
man  bought  an  eAate  for  400/.  and  paid 
down  100/.  of  the  money,  and  afterwards 
fitted  up  a  house  and  other  buildings  at 
the  expence  of  several  hundred  pounds 
more.  Some  time  afterwards  cams  tbs 
time  of  payment,  when  the  vender  de- 
sired to  have  his  money  in  specie.  Ths 
buyer  could  not  get  guineas,  and  notes 
were  refused  by  the  vender,  who  would 
have  his  payment  in  guineas,  or  his  land 
back  aj^ln.  The  buyer  was  actually 
trying  to  raise  money  by  mortgage  on  his 
improvements.  The  only  consolation  left 
to  the  buyer  was  an  intimation  from  s 
friend  of  the  vender's  that  he  could  inform 
him  where  he  ni^ht  obtain  tbs  gniness 
he  wantsd,  by  paymg  twsuty  seven  shiW 
lings  a  piocs  ibr  tStml   (Henri  hssr4 
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fhHD  both  tides.)  Some  might  smile*  and 
some  shake  their  heads  at  this ;  the  whole 
coontry  might  well  shake  their  heads  at 
it.  His  lordship  read  another  letter  which 
stated  the  conduct*  not  of  a  landlord*  bat 
of  a  lady.  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
noble  lord  near  him  had  followed  the  lady 
or  the  lady  had  followed  the  lord ;  bat  the 
lady  had  refused  to  take  any  thing  but 
gold*  and  had  asked  a  person  interested* 
whether  he  was  acqaainted  with  the  dif- 
ference between  taking  Bank*notes  and 
Caldng  gold.  This  person*  in  writing  to 
him*  stated  an  apprehension  of  theseiaore 
^  goods*  and  a  readiness  to  come  and 
firoTe  the  statement  made  in  the  letter. 
Another  person*  a  professional  man*  had 
written  to  him*  saymg  that  hf  had  wit- 
SMSsed  mnch  of  the  traffic*  and  appre- 
hended from  it  most  serioos  consequences* 
He  stated*  that  he  had  been  long  in  the 
habit  of  paying  and  receifing  many  small 
•ami.  A  few  days  ago  a  gentleman  had 
come  to  him  from  another  part  of  the 
coontry*  and  paid  him  800f.  obserring  that 
he  had  brooght  with  him  SOO  guineas* 
with  which*  or  part  of  it*  the  other  wished 
him  to  oblige  him  in  the  payment ;  but 
he  would  not  part  with  any  of  them*  say* 
ing  that  he  knew  a  friend*  who  would  give 
him  six  or  seven  and  twenty  shillings 
each  for  his  guineas.  This  increasing 
-traffic*  added  the  writer*  occasioned  the 
great  stagnation  of  gold  circulation.  Be- 
aidea  other  accounts*  the  noble  earl  ad- 
verted to  what  he  bad  heard  respecting 
practices  in  Ireland*  which  had  already 
been  alluded  toby  a  noble  lord.  He  men- 
tioued  the  profitable  trick  of  a  land  holder's 
aleward,  in  contriving*  by  the  use  of  merely 
one  hundred  guineas*  to  procare  the  pay- 
ment of  a  large  rent*  by  compelling  the 
tenants  to  purchase  thena*  while  they  were 
moving  in  constant  rotation  from  the  shop, 
where  they  were  sold*  to  the  agent's  office 
where  they  were  received.  In  addition 
to  this*  he  could  mention*  that  no  less  a 
sum  than  thirty  eight  thousand  guineas 
were  landed  in  Dunkirk  lately*  from  this 
country*  out  of  one  cutter.  He  had  even 
heard  that  a  clergyman*  a  friend  of  a  noble 
lord  behind  him  (he  did  not  know  whe* 
Iher  the  noble  lord  intended  to  give  him  a 
living  or  not*)  had  said  that  every  land- 
lord in  England  ought  to  do  the  same  as 
thoae  whom  he  had  been  speaking  of. 
Ffom  these  statements  of  facts*  comma- 
■icairi  to  him  by  respectable  correspond- 
ents* and  read  from  a  mass  of  commonica- 
tMOib  he  thonght  that  the  olyection  taken 


to  his  Bill  by  the  noble  secretary  of  state 
on  the  ground  of  there  being  no  ezisiting 
neceuity  for  it*  could  not  be  supported. 
Those  who  objected*  merely  from  the  ne« 
cessity  not  being  apparent*  must  see  from  . 
these  communications*  that  the  necesKity 
might  very  speedily  arise,  and  that  too, 
when  parliament  would  not  be  sitting*  All 
those  who  agreed  with  him  in  the  general 
principle  of  his  reasoning*  and  the  ground 
work  of  bis  proposition*  ought  te  assent  to 
the  enactment  of  the  measure  he  pNiposed* 
He  was  confident*  that*  under  all  our  cir* 
cumstances*  the^  system  of  book  entries 
was  the  most  practicable  mode ;  and  it 
had  also  the  recommendation  of  the  Se« 
cretary  of  Sute  himself,  as  the  best  re« 
roedy  that  had  been  offered.  He  was 
sorry  for  having  troubled  their  lordshipa 
at  such  length*  but  the  importance  of  the 
sol]ject  mwe  him  feel  it  his  duty  to  do  so; 
and  the  more  so*  because  many  noble 
friends  were  present*  who  took  diflferent 
views  of  the  subject.  The  matter  was  for 
ministers  to  consider  in  good  time.  It  was 
their  particular  business  to  attend  to  it. 
He  should  only  say  one  word  more  to 
the  noble  Secretary  of  State.  Let  him 
take  care  not  to  imitate  the  laay  fireman* 
who  suffered  all  the  bouses  in  the  street  to 
be  burnt  down  through  his  dilatoriness; 
and  when  the  mischiefwas  done*  appeared 
in  the  street  with  his  engine.  The  noble 
earl  concluded  by  moving  the  second 
reading  of  his  Bill. 

Lord  King  rose  and  said  :* 

My  Lords;  entertaining  strong  and  de* 
cided  opinions  on  the  subject  of  paper 
currency*  which  I  have  never  lost  any  op* 
portunity  of  expressing*  both  in  my  place 
in  this  House*  and  by  every  other  means 
in  my  power*  I  have  always  been  ready  to 
discuss  the  subject  in  general,  and  naturally 
feel*  at  present,  most  anxious  tu  justify  my 
own  conduct,  in  consequence  of  ilie  cliarges 
which*  on  a  late  debate*  have*  iu  my  ab- 
sence* been  made  against  me. 

Under  these  circumstances*  I  must 
erave  your  lordships'  pardon*  if  I  feel 
compelled  to  speak  of  myself*  and  of  my 
private  concerns,  in  an  assembly  where 
such  topics  in  general  are  so  improper ; 
but  the  coarse  of  the  late  debate  renders 
that  detail  imperative  on  roe*  and*  indeed, 
the  question  has  assumed  that  shape  that 
it  cannot  be  treated  otherwise  than  by  di* 

*  From  the  original  edition,  printed  fer 
J.  Ridgway*  Piccadilly* 
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▼iding  it  into  two  principal  parts :  Ist^  My 
individual  conduct ;  and,  ^dly,  the  general 
subject  of  the  present  depreciated  cur- 
rency of  the  country,  and  the  alarming 
projects  held  out  of  destroying  the  ancient 
standard  of  value,  and  of  subverting  the 
basis,  and  denomination,  of  the  lawful 
money  of  the  realm. 

I  shall  therefore  proceed  to  state  plainly, 
and  explicitly,  my  reasons  for  refusing  at 
this  time  to  receive  Bank-notes  at  their 
nominal  value,  in  certain  cases,  and  to 
avail  myself  of  the  remedy  provided  by 
the  law. 

Since  the  late  decision  in  the  House  of 
Commons  it  appears  to  be  the  declared 
intention  of  the  government,  that  the  re- 
striction shall  continue  to  the  end  of  the 
war,  however  distant  that  period  may  be. 

The  subject  is  thus  brought  home  to  the 
individual  interest  of  every  man  whose 
property  is  yearly,  even  monthly,  de- 
teriorated in  consequence  of  the  unnatural 
state  of  the  currency  of  the  country. 
Under  these  circumstances,  therefore,  I 
have  thought  this  the  proper  time  to  make 
m  stand  in  defence  of  my  property,  and  to 
endeavour  to  protect  myself  from  further 
spoliation  and  injury. 
.  During  the  last  twelve  years,  we  have 
seen  the  depreciation  of  l^nk-notes  pro* 
gressively  advancing  in  the  most  alarming 
manner ;  and  evftry  hope  and  prospect  of 
amelioration  being  destroyed  by  the  re* 
cent  resolution  of  the  tlouse  of  Commons, 
there  appeared  to  remain  no  other  choice 
than  either  to  submit  with  tame  and  pa- 
tient resignation  to  receive  payment  in 
currency,  of  whatever  value  it  shall  please 
the  Bank  of  England,  in  their  foroearance 
and  moderation,  to  permit  henceforth  to 
belong  to  the  currency  of  the  country  ; 
or  to  have  recourse  to  the  remedy  which 
individuals  possess  by  law,  and  whichlshall 
hereafter  shew  has  been  purposely  al- 
lowed and  secured  to  them  by  the  law. 

There  is  also  another  reason,  which  1 
confess  has  had  some  influence  with  me  in 
this  determination.  It  was  asked,  insult- 
ingly, in  another  place,  whether  any  per- 
son had  ever  yet  ventured  to  refuse  Bank 
paper  in  payment  or  satisfaction  of  a  law- 
ful debt ;  and  on  that  foundation,  it  was 
attempted  to  be  argued,  that  in  point  of 
fact,  there  existed  (no  difference  in  value 
between  paper  and  gold,  and  no  actual 
depreciation.  By  bringing  this  question 
to  issue,  at  least  one  of  the  remaining 
wretched  supports  of  this  fatal  system 
will  be  •TerthrowQ* 
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In  this  state  of  things,  for  the  deicnc* 
of  my  property,  I  have  thought  it  adviaa- 
ble,  in  the  management  of  my  private 
concerns,  to  inform  my  tenants  holding 
lands  under  old  leases,  and  under  old 
leases  only,  that  I  can  no  longer  con- 
tinue to  receive  Bank-notes  at  their  no- 
minal value,  in  payment,  or  satisfac- 
tion, for  such  contracts ;  and  I  am  now 
prepared  to  assert,  not  the  bare  legality^ 
for  that  is  unquestionable,  but,  what  1  am 
.  much  more  anxious  to  prove,  the  justice 
and  equity  of  the  course  I  have  thought 
myself*  obliged  to  adopt.  The  plaia 
broad  principle  upon  which  1  have  acted 
is,  to  require  payment  in  a  currency  of 
the  same  intrinsic  value  which  the  cur- 
rency possessed  at  the  date  of  each  re- 
spective agreement,  and  in  order  to  aa-» 
certain  this  intrinsic  value,  I  calculate  the 
amount  of  gold  which  the  stipulated  rent 
was  able  to  purchase  at  the  date  of  the 
lease  or  agreement,  and  reqiiin'  the  same 
weight  of  gold,  or  a  sum  in  Bank  notes 
sufficient  to  purchase  that  quantity  uf  gold 
at  the  present  time.  i  otler  this  alterna- 
tive as  an  accommodation  to  the  tenant, 
in  case  he  makes  the  option  of  paying'  in 
paper  money,  instead  of  fu'iiiliiig  his 
agreement  by  payment  of  his  rent  in  the 
lawful  gold  coin  of  the  kingdom. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  Notice  : 

'  By  the  lease  dated  1807,  you  have 
contracted  to  pay  the  annual  rent  of 
lOOL  in  good  and  lawful  money  of  Great 
Britain.  In  consequence  of  the  late 
great  depreciation  of  paper  money  I  can 
no  longer  consent  to  receive  Bank-notes 
at  their  nominal  value,  in  payment  or 
satisfaction  of  an  old  contract*  i  must 
therefore  desire  you  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  your  rent  m  the  legal  gold 
coin  of  the  realm.  At  the  same  time, 
having  no  other  object  than  to  secure 
payment  of  the  real  intrinsic  value  of 
the  sum  stipulated  by  agreement,  and 
being  desirous  to  avoid  giving  you  any 
unnecessary  trouble,  I  shall  be  witling 
to  receive  payment  in  either  of  the 
modes  following,  according  t»  your  op- 
tion. 

'  First,  In  guineas. — Secondly,  If  guineas 
cannot  be  procured,  by  payment  of  Por- 
tugal gold  coin,  equal  in  weight  to  the 
number  of  guineas  requisite  to  discharge 
the  rent.— Qr,  thirdly.  By  the  payment 
in  Bank-notes  of  a  sum  sufficient  to  pvr- 
chue  the  weight  of  standard  gold  r^ 
quisite  to  dlKbarge  the  rem«-^f be  el- 
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*  ieraiion  of  the  Tilue  of  paper  money  is 
'  estimated  in  this  manner :  The  price  of 
'  gold  in  1 807,  the  year  of  your  agreement, 
'  was  44.  Us.  per  oonce ;  the  present 
'  market-price  is  4l,  14s.  arising  from  the 
'  further  depreciation  of  the  ralue  of 
'  paper  ;  in  that  proportion  an  addition  of 
'  14/.  12f.  %d,  per  cent,  in  paper  money 
*  will  be  required  as  the  equivalent  for  the 
'  payment  of  rent.' 

In  the  above  instance  there  is  a  differ- 
ence of  14/.  12«.  Sd,  per  cent,  in  the  cur- 
rency between  the  year  1807  and  the 
present  time.  In  the  case  of  an  agree- 
ment dated  1796,  when  the  market-price 
of  gold  did  not  exceed  the  Mint-price,  be- 
cause the  currency  was  then  in  a  pure 
mod  perfect  state,  the  difference  between 
the  payment  in  gold  or  in  paper  money 
amounts  to  the  whole  of  the  actual  depre- 
ciation of  the  currency  at  this  day ;  and 
if  the  market  price  of  gold  was  4/.  r4«,  on 
the  lOtb  of  May,  when  the  calculation 
was  made,  it  follows,  that  in  the  propor- 
tion of  $L  IBs.  the  Mint-price  of  gold,  to 
4/.  I4#.  the  present  market-price,  one 
hundred  pounds  will  give  one  hundred 
and  twenty  pounds  nine  shillings.  The 
principle  being  thus  clearly  stated,  the 
only  dispute  which  can  arise,  as  to  the 
equity  and  lair  dealing  of  the  transaction, 
must  proceed  from  a  doubt  as  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  data  on  which  the  calcula- 
tion is  founded.  The  prices  of  bullion 
at  the  different  periods  are  taken,  as  far  as 
they  can  be  collected;  from  the  returns 
made  by  the  Mint  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, as  far  as  they  reach  ;  and  smce  the 
5th  of  March  1811,  the  price  of  gold  is 
taken  from  Wettenhall's  prices-current, 
the  same  source  from  which  the  officers 
of  the  Mint  derive  their  information :  if 
there  is  any  error,  it  is  therefore  open  to 
correction.       ^ 

Where,  may  I  ask,  is  the  hardship  of 
this  demand  ?  The  price  of  the  produce 
of  land,  the  price  of  labour,  the  price  of 
^▼«ry  great  staple  commodity,  are  all  af- 
fected by  the  value  of  the  currency  which 
serves  to  circulate  the  wealth  and  indus- 
try of  the  country.  In  proportion  as  the 
currency  is  depreciated,  the  price  of 
wheat,  of  cattle,  of  all  the  produce  of  the 
land,  and  of  every  commodity,  is  aug- 
mented. Of  course  it  must  always  be 
understood,  that  in  all  cases  the  price  of 
•very  thing  whatever  is  regulated  by  the 
supply  and  the  demand,  and,  when  so  de- 
termined, is  afterwards  affected  by  every 
variitioo  ia  the  iotrtosic  value  of  the  car- 


rency  by  Which  they  are  circulated.  The 
covenants  of  a  lease  secure  the  payment 
of  rent  in  the  lawful  money  of  Great  Bri* 
tain,  (these  are  the  express  words  of  the 
contract) :  the  lawful  money  of  Great 
Britain  contains  a  certain  known  weight 
of  gold  of  a  certain  known  fineness  of 
standard  ;  and  if  Bank  notes,  from  any 
cause  whatever,  will  no  longer  purchase 
that  weight  of  gold  which,  according  to 
the  regulation  of  the  Mint,  ought  to  be 
contained  in  a  certain  given  sum  of  lawful 
money,  they  will  no  longer  fulfil  an  old 
contract  according  to  the  spirit  and  -ew* 
sence  of  the  agreement. 

In  the  case  of  a  contract  made  for  a 
fixed  sum  at  a  distant  period,  under  the 
uncertainty  and  irregularity  of  a  paper 
currency  not  convertible  into  gold  at  the 
will  t>f  the  holder,  the  only  equitable 
course  for  both  parties  to  adopt  appears 
to  be,  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  bullion 
which  a  pound  note  of  the  common  cur-- 
rency  was  able  to  command  at  the  date 
of  the  agreement,  and  for  every  pound  of 
rent,  or  interest^  or  principal  sum  due,  to 
require  the  same  quantity  of  bullion,  or 
the  amount  of  debased  currency  sufficient 
to  purchase  that  quantity  of  bullion.  This 
is  the  true  and  equiuble  payment  and  sa- 
tisfaction  of  such  contract. 

On  every  sound  principle  of  law  and 
equity,  the  landlord  is  entitled  to  receive 
the  real  intrinsic  value  of  the  stipulated 
sum,  in  good  and  lawful  money ;  or  at 
least  in  currency  equal  in  value  to  the 
currency  at  the  date  of  the  contract.  He 
is  strictly  in  law  entitled  to  the  legal  gold 
coin  of  the  realm,  if  such  is  the  .condition 
and  obligation  of  the  contract:  as  matter 
of  favoufand  concession,  he  may  con. 
sent  to  receive  his  payment  in  any  other 
shape,  for  the  convenience  or  relief  of  the 
party  bound  to  the  fulfilment  of  a  con- 
tract ;  but  a  payment  in  a  debased  paper 
currency,  is  a  payment  in  name  only, 
and  not  in  reality.  It  formed  no  part  of 
the  stipulation  of  the  bond.  There  is  no 
limitation  to  the  extent  to  which  a  loss, 
proceeding  from  that  cause,  may  be  car* 
ried.  To  put  an  extreme  case,  which  no 
man  can  assert  to  be  impossible,  because 
in  another  country  it  has  actually  been 
exceeded :  a  note  of  one  pound  may  not 
be  worth  or  pass  current  for  more  thaa 
one  shilling,  consequently  all  commodi- 
ties would  be  advanced  to  twenty  timea 
their  former  value.  In  a  case  so  palpa- 
ble, it  would  be  impossible  for  any  one 
to  imagine^  that  a  payment,  in  such  dc- 
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graded  corrency,  would  be  in  wny  tense 
s  satisfactiou  for  a  contract  concluded  be* 
fore  the  depreciation  of  the  currency  had 
taken  place.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
deny>  tnat,  by  such  a  payment,  the  land- 
lord would  be  defrauded  of  nineteen  parts 
out  of  twenty  of  his  Just  demand. 

In  order  to  prevent  any  misconception 
'•nd  false  statement  of  my  conduct,  1  take 
this  opportunity  of  openly  stating,  that  so 
far  from  taking  any  undue  advantage  by 
makings  in  this  year,  or  last  year,  or  at 
any  time,  an  agreement  for  land  at  a 
greatly  advanced  rent,  cajculated  on  the 
advanced  price  of  all  produce  in  conse- 
quence of  the  debased  state  of  the  paper 
currency,  and  then  taking  advantage  of 
the  law,  and  calling  on  a  tenant,  under 
anch  circumstances,  to  pay  in  gold,  or  the 
Talae  in  gold,  equal  in  fact  to  an  addition 
of  twenty  per  cent,  at  the  present  market 
price  of  gold;  I  am,  on  the  contrary, 
teady  to  reprobate  such  conduct,  as  most 
unfair  and  unjustifiable.  My  conduct  has 
been  totally  different;  I  have  strictly  ab- 
atained  from  making  any  such  demand,  or 
irom  reqoiring  a  compensation  for  any  al- 
teration in  the  value  of  the  currency  for 
two  or  near  three  years,  though  such  al- 
teration is  not  inconsiderable.  I  shall 
continue  to  receive  payment  in  Bank 
notes,  until,  by  a  further  depreciation, 
the  notes,  at  some  future  period,  shall  be- 
come visibly  and  sensibly  deteriorated 
below  their  actual  value,  at  the  date  of  the 
leases  in  question ;  I  shall  then  expect  to 
receive  that  difference,  if  any,  whatever  it 
may  be.  And  further,  I  am  prepared  to 
lay,  that  if,  by  the  unexpected  event  of 
the  restoration  of  the  currency  to  an  im- 
proved state,  I  shall  be  perfectly  satisfied 
to  receive  such  rents,  aiminished  in  pro- 
portion to  the  improvement  of  the  cur- 
rency at  any  future  period,  compared  with 
the  currency  at  the  date  of  such  leases. 
For  all  land  let  to  tenants  at  will,  I  shall 
continue  to  receive  Bank  notes,  conceiv- 
ing the  land  to  be  let  for  the  price  of  the 
times,  or  that  I  have  at  least  the  power  of 
obtaining,  if  I  please,  the  fair  price  of  the 
times. 

To  place  this  subject  in  a  clearer  light, 
and  to  remove  any  remaining  prejudice, 
respecting  the  oppression  or  hardship  of 
the  proceeding,  it  may  be  useful  to  ex- 
plain the  nature  of  rent.  Rent  is  gene- 
rallv  defined  to  be  the  value  of  that  part 
of  tne  gross  produce  of  a  farm  which  re- 
maini,  after  making  full  allowance  for  all 
tapeasaa,  taxti»  and  profi(.of  capital  eoi- 
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ployed  by  the  farmer  in  the  cultivation. 
The  gross  produce  is  generally  supposed 
to  be  divided  into  four  shares,  three  of 
which  are  allotted  for  the  above  purposes^ 
and  one  for  the  rent :  this  last  portion  i^ 
then  estimated  at  the  average  price  of 
produce  during  some  preceding  years, 
and  thus  converted  into  a  money  price 
for  the  mutual  convenience  of  both  land- 
lord and  tenant. 

But  the  effect  of  the  depreciation  of  the 
currency  is  to  augment  the  price  of  all 
the  four  shares  of  the  gross  produce  of  the 
farm,  of  those  which  are  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses, as  well  as  of  that  portion  from 
which  the  rent  is  supplied.  It  will  be 
found  that  the  tenant  sufifers  no  loss,  if  he 
is  required  to  make  only  an  equitable  com- 
pensation, equivalent  to  the  depreciation 
of  the  currency ;  he  has  already  deceived 
an  advance  in  the  sale  of  his  produce ;  he 
is  only  prevented  from  acquiring  an  ad- 
ditional profit,  to  which  he  can  have  no- 
just  claim.  To  any  increase  of  price,  in 
consequence  of  the  increasing  opulence 
and  prosperity  of  the  country,  t}»e  tenant 
is  in  every  sense  justly  entitled  :  the  two 
causes  of  increased  price  are  totally  die* 
tinct ;,  the  one  arises  from  the  fair  increas- 
ed demand  and  consumption  of  the  coun- 
try, which  may  well  have  entered  into 
the  calculation  of  the  amount  of  rent ;  the 
other  t>roceeds  from  an  anomaly  in  tha 
currency,  which  never  could  have  en- 
tered into  the  contemplation  of  the  parties. 

I  presume  it  will  not  be  denied,  that 
paper  currency  is  in  its  nature  liable  to 
depreciation,'  after  having  witnessed  the 
example  of  so  many  countries  on  the  con- 
tinent, of  the  Assign ats  in  France,  of  the 
paper*  money  of  Sweden,  of  Portugal,  and 
the  most  recent  instance  of  Austria.  The 
symptoms  of  depreciation  have  manifested 
themselves  unequivocally  in  this  country  ; 
they  are  apparent  in  the  advanced  price 
of  bullion  keeping  pace  with  the  excee* 
sive  issue  of  notes,  in  the  unfavourable 
exchange,,  and  in  the  general  rise  in  the 
price  of  all  commodities.  The  average 
price  of  wheat,  which,  from  the  year  1771 
to  1785,  was  forty-six  shillings;  and,  from 
l7s6to  1797,  was  fifty-two  shillings;  has 
since  that  period,  which  it  must  be  re- 
membered was  also  that  of  the  Bank  re« 
striction,  increased  in  a  Very  different 
ratio.  In  the  twelve  years,  from  1798 
to  1810  (omitting  1800  and  1801,  years 
of  dearth),  the  average  price  of  wheat  for 
England  and  Wales  has  amounted  to  ao» 
venty«one  abilliogii  the  quarter. 
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At  tha  price  of  fifty-two  shtllingB  the 
quarter,  it  required  eighteen  quarteri  of 
wheat  to  purchase  a  pound  weight  of  gold, 
which  by  the  mint  it  coined  into  forty- 
four  guineas  and  a  half.  It  appears,  that 
during  five  years,  beginning  in  the  year 
1802  and  ending  in  1806,  the  average 
price  of  wheat  was  seventy  shillings  ;  and 
as  in  the  same  years  the  mean  price  of 
gold  bullion  was*  nearly  4/.  2s,  per  ounce, 
or  ^9l'  4i.  per  pound,  it  required  fourteen 
quarters  or  half  a  bushel  of  wheat,  at 
seventy  shillings,  to  purchase  a  pound  of 
gold  at  that  market-price  of  bullion. 
Buring  the  last  five  years,  eighty-five 
shillings  a  quarter  may  be  stated  as  the 
average  price  of  wheat,  and  the  mean 
price  of  gold  has  been  nearly  4/.  7«.  per 
ounce,  or  52L  is*  per  lb.:  it  required 
therefore  only  twelve  quarters  and  two 
bushels  of  wheat,  at  the  price  of  eigbty- 
five  shillings,  to  purchase  a  pound  of  gold, 
even  at  the  advanced  rate  of  gold,  during 
these  five  years. 

It  may  be  inferred  from  the  highly  ad- 
▼anced  prices  of  wheat,  compared  with 
former  times,  and  particularly  its  rapid 
increase  since  1797,  that  the  paper  cur- 
rency has  suffered  a  material  alteration  of 
value*  But  from  this  examination  of  the 
relative  value  existing  between  corn  and 
gold  bullion,  after  making  great  allowance 
for  the  advance  in  the  price  of  wheat  in 
consequence  of  an  increased  demand,  it 
may  also  be  suspected  that  the  supply  of 
gold  itself  has  been  likewise  very  consider- 
ably increased  ;  or,  in  other  words,  that 
the  real  price  of  gold  has  been  most  sensi- 
bly diminished.  This  view  of  the  sub- 
ject has  convinced  me  of  the  propriety  of 
not  submitting  any  longer  to  the  loss 
which  arises  from  the  present  great  infe« 
riority  of  the  value  of  the  note  to  that  of  gold, 
•eeing  that  the  gold  itself,  compared  with 
the  beat  standard  of  yalue,  has  in  all  pro- 
bability become  really  much  cheaper  and 
more  abundant  than  at  any  former  time. 

It  must  be  kept  in  view,  that  payment 
in  gold  is  the  condition  of  the  obligation, 
and  that,  in  most  instances,  the  option 
proposed  is  much  to  the  advantage  of  the 
tenant,  and  intended  as  an  equitable  modi- 
ication  and  abatement  of  the  legal  de- 
mand. In  the  North  of  Ireland  it  is  not 
unasual  to  require  rents  to  be  paid  in 
specie*  and  the  effect  has  been  to  retain 
the  gold  coin  ftk  those  districts  where  that 
practice  continues. 

Haviujg  acted  on  principles,  such  as  I 
lave  described,  and  beins  satisfied  with 
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my  own  conduct,  I  shall  not  be  deterred 
by  clamour,  or  by  any  imputation  what* 
ever,  by  which  it  may  be  attempted  to 
prevent'  me  from  insisting,  at  the  same 
time,  with  firmness  and  moderation,  on  a 
just  and  legal  demand.  It  may  suit  the 
interest  of  some  persons,  by  such  unworthy 
means  to  attempt  to  put  down  that  which 
they  hesitate  and  fear  to  do,  by  legislative 
interference,  notwithstanding  thefacilitj 
with  which,  of  late  years,  acts  of  parlia^ 
ment  have  been  passed,  to  suit  the  conve* 
nience  or  inconvenience  of  the  moment. 
It  was  attempted  in  France  to  intimidate 
individuals,  who  preferred  the  good  me* 
tallic  money  to  worthless  assignats,  by 
branding  them  with  the  charge  of 
incivism,  or  incivic  practices,  in  the  rare* 
lutionary  phrase  ;  and,  to  judge  from  the 
language  of  his  Majeity's  servants,  whe 
are  endeavouring  to  inculcate  the  accept 
tance  of  paper  money  as  a  moral  and  poli- 
tical duty,  we  are  here  also  to  be  govern* 
ed  according  to  the  true  jacobin  doctrine^ 
which  required  individuals  to  regulate 
their  conduct  not  by  their  own  proper  in* 
terest  and  convenience,  but  according  to 
some  speculative  principles.  In  a  well* 
regulated  state,  the  proper  interest  of  in* 
dividuals  is  inseparable  from  that  of  the 
government,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  govern* 
ment  to  take  care  to  avoid  any  system  or 
state  of  things  in  which  individuals,  par* 
suing  their  own  interest,  and  acting  legally, 
shall  have  the  appearance  of  acting  at  va* 
riance  with  the  public  interest.  If  the 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  are  not  de- 
preciated in  value,  and  if,  in  fact,  there  ia 
no  difference  between  paper  and  gold,  the 
preference  given  to  the  latter  will  be  an 
idle  preference,  of  no  public  inconve* 
nience,  because  it  will  not  be  followed. 
If  the  value  of  the  Bank  paper  is  really  at 
par,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  indivi- 
dual to  alter  the  fact ;  and  any  attempt  to 
do  so  would  be  despised  as  it  deserved ; 
but  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  Bank-paper  is 
greatly  inferior  in  value  to  gold  coin  and 
bullion,  it  is  highly  meritorious  to  expose 
and  resist  a  system,  through  which  the 
whole  community  is  impoverished  and  de» 
fraud  ed. 

I  must  desire  to  be  informed  by  what 
new  rule,  by  what  new  order  of  things,  aoi 
individual  is  bound  to  account  in  parlia- 
ment for  his  conduct  in  the  management 
of  his  private  affairs:  if  he  has  claimed 
his  right  only,  it  is  his  by  law ;  and  if  he 
has  demanded  more  than  his  right,  the 
poorest  man  in  the  couAtry  may  have  re« 
dress  against  hiou 
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Having  now,  my  Lonls,  as  I  conceive, 
proved  the  justice  of  my  conduct,  by  a 
iftatemeitt  irresistible  in  a  court  of  equity, 
1  shall   proceed   to  the  other  part  of  the 
iubject,  and  I  shall,  in  the  first  place,  en- 
deavour to  show,  that  in  the  year  1 7S>7, 
the  law  respecting  legal   tender  was  by 
design  left  without  alteration.     The  legis- 
lature, contemplating  the  inconvenience  to 
which  individuals  were  exposed,  by  the 
Bank  restriction,  took  away  the  power  of 
arrest :  as  long  as  the  value  of  gold  and 
paper   money  was  equal,  there   was  no 
temptation  to  insist  on  gold  ;  but  if  gold 
was  demanded,  the  debtor  had  it  in  his 
'  power  to  buy  bullion,  and  take  it  to  be 
coined  at  the  mint,  the  law,  in  the  mean 
time,  protecting   him  from  arrest.    The 
legislature,  when  it  sanctioned  the  Bank 
restriction,  in  17U7,  most  assuredly  never 
contemplated  the  depreciation  of  the  cur- 
rency as  now  existing  to  so  great  an  ex- 
tent.    The  association  agreement,  to  re- 
ceive Bank-notes,  entered  into    by    the 
members  of  the   privy-council,  and  the 
gr^at  merchants  and  bankers  in  London* 
was  perfectly  voluntary :  it  was  entered 
into  on  the  presumption  that  the  currency 
was  then,  and  would  continue   to  remain 
at  the  full  standard  of  value.  >  At  that  time 
it  was  little  expected   that  the   Bank  of 
England  note  of  one  pound,  which  had 
always  been  able  to  command  a  certain 
weight  of  standard  bullion,* would  ever  be 
•o  redaced  in  value  as  to  contain  sixteen 
•hillings  and  seven-pence  only,  instead  of 
twenty  shillings,  its  former  intrinsic  value ; 
a  defalcation  of  three  shil lines  and  five 
pence  in  the  pound  on  all  fixed  income,  a 
privation  much  greater  than  the  income- 
tax,  the  heaviest  burden  ever  imposed  at 
once  on  any  country.*    That  at  least  is 

*  The  following  Table  will  show  the 
real  Value  of  a  One  Pound  Bank-note,  at 
the  Market  price  of  Gold. 
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paid  for  the^Miblic  service;  bu|  is  it  to  be 
endured,  that  a  Bank-tax  of  near  double 
(he  income-tax  shall  be  taken  from  the 
income  of  individuals,  not  for  the  public 
service,  but  for  the  sole  gain  and  benefit 
of  that  corporation  ?  I  am  almost  tempted 
to  say,  (if  the  Bank  is  so  accustomed  to  the 
vast  gains  it  has  acquired,  by  the  conti- 
nuance of  ihe  restriction,  that  it  will  not 
consent  to  forego  them),  that  the  govern- 
ment would  make  a  provident  bargain,  by 
paying  five  or  six  hundred  thousand 
pounds  annually  to  the  Bank,  stipulating, 
in  return,  that  the  Bank  should  reduce  the 
quantity  of  notes  in  circulation,  until  their 
intrinsic  value  was  restored. 

Some  step  must  be  taken  to  put  an 
end  to  all  the  manifest  injuries,  both 
public  and  private,  arising  from  the  de- 
preciation of  the  currency.  To  consider* 
it  in  one  point  of  view,  the  public  expen- 
diture this  year  of  ninety  millions  is  equi- 
valent to  seventy  four  millions  only  of 
currency  of  the  former  standard  ;  but 
as  the  interest  due  to  the  public  creditor 
is  a  fixed  sum,  the  extraordinary  expence 
incurred  in  this  single  year,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  state  of  the  currency,  has 
been  little  short  of  ten  millions  sterling. 
It  is  now  evident,  that  it  will  be  found 
impossible  to  avoid  augmenting  the  pay 
of  the  army,  of  the  navy;  of  all  the  ser* 
vanta  of  the  government,  unless  you 
speedily  interpose  and  take  effectual 
measures  to  restore  the  value  of  the  cur- 
rency. 

In  Portugal  and  Sicily,  the  loss  incurred 
by  government,  from  the  adverse  ex- 
change in  the  last  year,  is  not  less  than 
twenty  per  cent,  on  all  money  remitted 
to  those  countries  ;  and  it  is  in  vain  to  at- 
tempt to  conceal  the  fact,  that  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  government  at  home,  in  the 
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supplies  for  the  na?y«  and  for  the  ord- 
nance, are  all  equally  augmented.  The 
•only  advantages,  indeed,  which  the  go- 
vernment derire  from  the  continuance  of 
the  Bank  restriction,  are  some  certain  ac- 
commodations which  it  received  from  the 
Bank,  )n  discounting  exchequer  bills  and 
government  securities,  and  the  shameful 
profit  of  defrauding  the  public  creditor, 
by  compelling  him  to  receive  payment  in 
depreciated  paper  money.  It  has  some- 
times been  argued,  that  the  value  of  gold, 
by  some  unusual  circumstances,  has  of 
late  years  greatly  increased  ;  and  it  is 
contended,  that  gold,  which  is .  the  com- 
mon standard  and  measure  of  value  in 
all  parts  of  the  world,  is  not  in  this  country 
the  best  suited  for  that  purpose,  or  at  aU 
comparable  in  certainty  and  steadiness  to 
the  standard  value  of  the  Bank  of  England 
note.  On  examination  it  will  be  found, 
that  this  alledged  dearness  of  gold  de- 
pends entirely  on  the  commodity  which 
you  have  to  give  in  exchange  for  it.  It 
IS  perfectly  true,  that  if  you  have  only 
Bank  paper  to  give  in  exchange,  the  gold 
is  extremely  dear  in  the  exact  proportion 
as  the  paper  to  be  given  in  exchange  is 
become  cheap  ;  but  if  you  have  corn  or 
labour,  which  have  been  considered  as  the 
most  perfect  standard  of  value,  it  will  be 
found  that  gold  is  really  much  cheaper 
than  at  any  former  time,  as  less  labour 
and  less  corn  will  now  command  the  same 
weight  of  gold.  The  same  result  will  be 
found  to  take  place  universally  in  every 
quarter  of  the  elobe.  In  France,  the 
monay  prices  of  all  commodities  appear 
to  have  risen  one  fifth  since  the  Revolution. 
In  every  country,  it  will  be  found  that  the 

(trices  of  commodities,  of  food,  and  of 
abour,  have  risen,  or,  what  is  the  same 
thing,  that  gold  has  in  fact  fallen  in  valae. 
That  the  supply  of  gold  imported  into 
England  is  very  large,  may  be  seen  from 
the  evidence  of  the  matest  bullion-mer- 
chants in  London,  who  say  you  may  pro- 
cure any  quantity,  provided  you  will  pay 
the  price. 

It  is  further  said,  that  all  the  gold  in 
England  is  clandestinely  exported  to 
France  in  payment  for  corn,  which  we 
most  of  necessity  procure,  and  which  they 
will  not  consent  to  give  us  except  in  ex* 
change  for  gold.  It  is  perfectly  true,  not 
only  that  the  exports,  but  the  imports  of 
gold,  are  in  much  larger  quantities  than 
at  any  antecedent  period. 

All  the  ballton,  which  in  the  shape  of 
Iribote,  and  in  the  ordinary  coarse  of  cam- 
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merce,  flowed  constantly  from  Spain  and 
Portugal  into  France,  and  through  France 
to  the  other  parts  of  the  continent,  has 
now,  from  the  total  interruption  of  all  in« 
tercourscj  ceased  to  be  carried  in  that  di* 
rection. 

A  new  and  more  easy  channel  has  been 
discovered,  by  which  the  produce  of  tha 
gold  mines  of  South  America,  can  be  dis* 
tributed  over  the  continent  of  Europe  ; 
the  more  open  communication  and  intei** 
cpurse  which  has  lately  taken  place  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  settlements  in  South  America, 
has  opened  a  new  road,  through  this  coun- 
try, for  the  passage  of  the  precious  metals 
from  the  new  world,  where  they  abound, 
to  the  old  continent,  which  does  not  pro- 
duce them.  That  this  is  the  new  course 
of  commerce  is  obvious  from  the  state  of 
our  commercial  relaitton  and  easy  accesa 
to  South  America;  it  must  be  so  in  tha 
present  state  of  the  world.  It  follows  of 
course,  that  the  gold  must  be  cheaper  ia 
this  country  than  in  other  countries  to 
which  it  is  afterwards  exported  ;  it  is  ia 
the  nature  of  things  that  it  must  be  dearer 
in  France,  by  all  the  expence  of  transport* 
risk,  and  insurance,  which  is  incurred  by 
the  export  of  bullion. 

The  proposal  of  introducing  an  altera- 
tion of  the  law  of  legal  tender,  which  hat 
been  intimated  with  a  view,  I  suppose,  of 
feeling  the  way,  before  so  dangerous  an 
innovation  of  the  general  rules  of  law  and 
justice  shall  be  openly  avowed,  is  the  moU 
pernicious  and  destructive  ever  ventured  to 
oe  made  by  the  wildest  theorist  in  any 
civilized  country.  All  the  fatal  conse- 
quences of  such  a  measure,  once  carried 
into  execution,  no  man  can  possibly  fore- 
see. But  of  this  we  may  be  well  assured* 
that  it  threatens  to  subvert  the  whole  sys« 
tem  of  the  political  economy  of  the  conn* 
try;  that  it  will  overturn  all  fixed  and  cer* 
tain  standard  of  yalue,  and  totally  destroy 
the  spirit  and  meaning  of  all  contracts  and 
engagements  between  man  and  man. 

By  such  an  act,  you  at  once  declara 
bank-notes  to  b^  a  forced  paper  currency* 
no  longer  resting  on  the  basis  of  voluntary 
circulation;  you  will  proclaim  to  tha 
world  that  your  bank-notes  are  assignau 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  differing  in 
degree  only,  and  not  in  kind.  Mr.  Borke^ 
when  contrasting  the  paper  money  of  Eng- 
land with  the  assignatsm  France, describee 
them  as  powerful  on  the  exchange,  be- 
cause impotent  in  Westminster  HafL 
How  little  did  that  great  man  imagipe^ 
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when  he  was  describing  the  horrible  sys- 
tem of  the  French  assignats,  that  he  was 
also  drawing  the  future  picture  of  his  own 
country ! 

A  forced  paper  currency*  once  esta- 
blished by  law^  will  leave  no  means  of 
retreat ;  it  will  advance  thenceforward  with 
rapid  strides  towards  that  horrible  system 
of  finance  which  ruined  millions  in  France ; 
if  once  you  start  on  the  same  course,  you 
inust  inevitably  run  the  same  race.  Your 
enactments  must  be  either  ineBectual,  or 
intolerably  tyrannical.  The  symptoms  of 
rapid  depreciation  have  already  unequivo- 
cally appeared,  and  a  legislative  enact- 
Bient,  vainly  intended  to  support  the  value 
of  your  paper  money,  will  prove  here,  as, 
infallibly  as  it  has  proved  in  all  other 
•countries  where  the  same  fatal  measure 
las  been  adopted,  the  immediate  fore- 
runner of  the  last  crisis  of  the  paper 
system. 

Against  such  a  monstrous  proceeding  we 
lave  the  authority  of  Mr.  Pitt  himself. 
We  have  also  the  authority  of  judges  in 
"Westminster-hall.  In  the  couri  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  upon  a  question  whether  bank- 
notes were  made  a  legal  tender  by  the 
Restriction  Act,  Mr*  Justice  Heath  held 
this  language : 

*'  Whatever  inconveniences  may  arise, 
the  coucta  of  law  cannot  apply  a  remedy. 
I  think  indeed  the  legislature  acted  wisely, 
having  the  recent  example  of  France  be- 
fore tneir  eyes,  to  avoid  making  bank- 
notes a  legal  tender ;  for  jn  France  we 
know  that  legislative  provisions  of  that 
kind,  in  favour  of  paper  currency,  only 
tended  to  depreciate  toe  paper  it  was  de- 
signed to  protect,  and  were  ultimately  re- 
pealed as  injurious  in  their  nature*/' 

We  have  indeed  the  experience  and 
example  of  France^  as  a  warning  to  avoid 
the  same  calamities:    in  support  of  the 
aasignats,  there  was  legislative  interfe- 
rence, and  penalties  and  terror  ever  ready 
%i  command,  exercised  with  unrelenting 
.  severity  and  unceasing  vigilance.    But  I 
ask,  did  ever  that  system  of  terror  stop  the 
•depreciation,  or  uphold  the  finances  of 
.  France }    Has  the  forced  paper  currency 
of  Austria  (the  moat  recent  instance]  pre- 
served the  finances  of  that  empire  ?  on  the 
contrary,  their  destruction  b  also  nearly 
'  completed. 

It  may  be  instructive  to  us  to  know  what 
lias  been  done  in  other  countries,  to  modify 

*  Bosaoquet  and  Puller's  Reports,  vol* 
n,  p.  520*    Case  of  Grigby  ?•  Oakes. 
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and  correct  the  disturbance  of  all  contracts 
occasioned  by  the  progressive  deprecia<» 
tion  of  their  respective  cm'rencies.  In 
France,  and  in  Austria,  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  establish  a  rule  for  the  equi- 
table performance  of  contracts.  When 
the  frenz3'of  the  Revolution  had  subsided, 
the  French  government,  after  the  destruc* 
tion  of  their  assignats  and  mandats,  mnd 
the  consequent  reappearance  of  metallic 
money,  ascertained  the  value  of  theLouia* 
d'or,  as  compared  with  assignats  at  difie* 
rent  periods.  When  the  Louts  of  24  livre* 
purchased  600  livres  in  assignats,  it  is  clear 
that  an  engagement  made  in  assignats  al 
that  rate  was  25  times  the  value  in  good 
money.  When  the  Louis  ws3  worth  1,200 
livres,  a  contract  made  in  assignats  was 
BO  times  the  value  of  the  metallic  money. 
And  in  this  simple  manner,  according  to 
any  given  market- prjce  of  the  Louis  at  a 
given  time,  contracts  were  reduced  to  their 
real  value. 

The  remembrance  of  the  assignats  ha^ 
however,  in  a  great  degree,  put  an  end  U> 
leases  in  France ;  and  if  they  are  ever 
now  made,  the  rent  is  stipulated  to  be  paid 
in  certain  measures  of  corn.  It  may 
shortly  be  found  necessary  to  have  re- 
course  to  the  same  precaution  in  England. 
The  practice  has,  no  doubt,  its  inconve* 
niences*;  no  man  can  calculate  the  exact 
amount  of  his  income  for  any  particular 
year,  because  it  will  depend  on  the  sea* 
sons  and  the  casual  supply  of  that  year  ? 
but  if,  instead  of  the  money  in  which  tho 
rent  is  paid  actually  containing  or  faith- 
fully representing  a  fixed  ceruin  weight 
of  gold  of  a  certain  standard,  there  shall 
be  substituted  a  currency  subject  to  depre* 
ciation,  in  that  case  the  undefined  loss  will 
far  outweigh  any  possible  inconvenience, 
and  the  landlord  in  his  own  defence  must 
again  resort  to  ttie  antiquated  mode  of 
former  ages,  and  stipulate  for  a  certain 
measure  of  the  gross  produce  of  the  land. 

It  is  said  that  some  legislative  interfe* 
rence  is  absolutely  necessary  to  protect 
the  tenants  against  the  demand  of  their 
landlords,  and  on  that  account  the  Bill  is 
favourably  received  by  those  who  profess 
to  support  the  interests  of  the  former. 
Litfle,  indeed,  do  these  men  understand 
the  interest  of  the  tenant,  who  exhibit 
such  total  ignorance  of  the  ^eat  end  per* 
manent  interest  of  the  agriculture  of  the 
country,  to  which  the  interest  of  the  te« 
nantsaod  of  those  who  follow  agriculture 
as  a  profiusion  is  insq>arably  united.  If 
once  the  iopiotu  breecli  isnmle  in  essiiog  * 


OMOmaniBmANoUBm. 


f053 

CODtracts^  if  once  the  legislature  iaterferes 
ivith  a  violent  hand«  and  teaa  out  of  the 
contract  those  positive  stipulations^  in  faith 
of  the  due  performance  of  which  one'  of 
$he  parties  has  resigned  and  delivered 
pver  nis  valuable  property,  in  the  firm  re* 
Itance  that  he  shall  be  permitted  to  re* 
^eive  what  he  considered  as  a  valuable 
equivalents  but  which  condition  is  after- 
Wards  totally  abrogated  by  an  ex  post  facto 
)aW|  there  is  an  end  of  all  faith  both  in 
public  and  private  transactions.  No  man 
can  henceforth  place  his  dependance  on 
the  faith  of  contracts;  the  lands  must  be 
occupied  by  yearly  tenants,  for  no  land- 
lord^ after  so  dreadful  a  lesson  of  legislative 
ii^ustice»  will  assign  his^  property  for  a 
fixed  terra  to  the  chance  of  an  uncertain 
value.  There  has  already  appeared  a 
visible  and  general  unwillingness  to  agree 
to  new  leases  for  long  terms;  and  any  sus- 
picion of  the  possi4)ility  of  interference 
>with  existing  contracts,  will  extend  that 
unwillingness  to  make  leases  even  for  the 
abortest  periods. 

My  Lords,  the  difficulties  of  our  situation 
bave  proceeded  from  long  continued  legis- 
laiive  interference ;  from  having  deserted 
the  old  sound  maxims  and  general  rules : 
the  further  you  proceed  in  this  course,  the 
more  tiifficult  is  your  retreat.  I  welj  re- 
inember  the  emphatic  words  in  which  our 
present  situation  was  described  in  a  former 
debate  in  this  House :  it  was  forcibly  said. 
^  that  legislative  interference  was  heap* 
«d  on  legislative  interference,  difficulty 
was  added  to  difficulty,  until  at  last  the 
original  otigect  lies  overwhelmed  and  bu- 
ried under  the  incumbent  mass  and  rub- 
bish of  superadded  matter.''  It  is  in  vain 
to  imagine  that  any  interference  can  up- 
hold the  value  of  Bank  •notes,  if  they  are 
deficient  in  intrinsic  worth,  if  less  gold  is 
given  for  the  paper  than  that  paper  pro- 
iniaes  to  pay.  The  attempt  is  against  the 
natural  order  of  things,  and  is  pregnant 
with  every  mischief.  Whatever  may  be 
the  consequences,  I  am  convinced  the  dis- 
cusion  must  do  good ;  the  subject  has  been 
suffered  to  rest  for  several  years,  and  by 
that  neglect  the  depreciation  has  gradually 
and*proffressively  advanced;  and  no  pos- 
sible ettisct  arising  from  agitating  this 
question,  and  bringing  it  to  issued  can  be 
■o  pernicious  as  the  actual  state  of  our  de- 
graided  currency.  In  the  year  1 80S  I  op- 
posed the  Restriction  Bill ;  I  resisted  it  in 
parliament,  and  endeavoured  to  expose 
the  system,  which  I  thought  so  injurious  to 
iU  public  aad  private  intereata.    I  fore- 
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told  the  consequences;  and,  L«iVing  now 
unfortunately  seen  my  opinion  confirmed 
far  beyond  my  expectation,  of  all  men  I 
am  the  last  to  be  blamed  if  I  have  now 
had  recourse  to  a  remedy  founded  both  m 
law  and  justice.* 

*  This  Speech  is  taken  from  the  ori- 
ginal Edition  printed  for  J.  Ridgway* 
Piccadilly ;  to  which  is  added  the  follow* 
ing 

POSTSCaiPT. 

''  Having  so  plainly  stated  the  principle 
on  which  1  expected  those,  who  had  en* 
tered  into  contracts  with  me,  to  discharge 
their  engagements;  I  hardly  thought  it 
necessary*  to  add.  that  I  consider  my- 
self as  under  the  same  obligation  to  tjiose 
who  have  demands  upon  me  under  any 
old  contract  or  engagement.  I  take  this 
opportunity  of  stating.  th,)t  1  not  only 
hold  myself  ^ound.  and  am  -ready,  to  sa- 
tisfy  all  such  demands.  \^  payment  of  the 
same  intrinsic  value  which  the  currency 
ha(jl  at  the  date  of  each  respective  con* 
tract ;  but  that  I  have  already  acted  upoa 
this  principle  in  a  payment  of  considerable 
amount. 

"  The  Bill  now  before  parliament  will 
place  some  impedimenta  in  the  way  of 
those  who  desire  to  carry  into  effect  ai| 
equitable  adjustment  in  the  payment  o£ 
old  contracts;  but  methods  may  be  de« 
vised  for  an  equitable  arrangement  without 
much  trouble  or  expence.  For  this  pur- 
pose, ascertain  the  weight  of  standard  gold 
which  the  currency  was  able  to  purchase 
at  the  date  of  4he  contract,  and  let  the 
payment  be  made  in  the  same  weight  of 
standard  gold.  Coined  money  was  in- 
vented for  the  general  convenience;  but 
if  it  cannot  easily  be  procured,  paymenta 
may  be  made  in  uncoined  bullion  of  the 
same  standard. 

"  For  instance,  if  the  price  of  gold  at 
the  date  of  the  contract  was  4/.  2f.  per 
ounce,  then,  in  the  proportion  of  4^.  *2s»  to 
9/.  18#.  the  Mint-price,  it  will  require  the 
weight  only  of  95  guineas  and  |^,  as  the 
equivalent  for  100  guineas;  and  as  that 
weigl^  of  standard  gold  may  afterwarda 
be  sold  at  the  market  price,  the  landlord 
who  receives  it  at  that  rate  (an  act  of  fW* 
Tour  and  concession  on  his  part)  will  be 
indemnified  for  the  increased  depreciation 
of  paper  since  the  date  of  the  contract, 
and  at  the  same  time  will  have  regulated 
the  payment  according  to  the  intrinsic 
value  of  the  currency  at  the  date  of  the 
leaae« 
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^  Earl  Bathursl  said^  notwithstanding  the 
very  able  manner  in  which  the  noble  lord 
who  had  just  sat  down  had  defended  his 
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conduct^  he  would  still  maintain,  that  the 
measure  which  be  was  now  about  to  adopt 
would  be  mischievous  to  the  country,  and 


"  For  all  contracts  made  before  any  de- 
preciation had  taken  place,  it  will,  of 
course  require  the  weight  of  100  ffuineas 
in  standard  gold  to  discharge  a  demand 
for  100  guineas:  bat  if,  instead  of  standard 
bullion,  a  preference,  for  the  sake  of  con- 
venience, IS  given  to  Portugal  gold  coins 
(which,  as  an  article  of  commerce  in  de- 
mand, are  more  valuable),  an  allowance 
may  be  made  in  proportion  to  their  supe- 
rior price  in  the  market,  requiring  the 
vreight  of  98  guineas  in  such  coin  for  100 
guineas  due. 

"  Since  the  restriction  on  cash  payments 
in  1797,  the  natural  check  and  safeguard 
against  excessive  issues  of  paper-currency 
bas  been  removed  ;  and  it  is .  confessed, 
that  the  Bank  bas  not  been  guided  in  re- 
gulating the  amount  of  their  notes  either 
by  the  price  of  gold  bullion,  or  by  the 
state  of  the  foreign  exchanges!  All  paper, 
not  convertible  into^gold  on  demand,  is  in 
its  nature  liable  to  depreciation  from  ex- 
cess, and  the  amount  of  such  depreciation 
is  metisured  by  the  excess  of  the  market- 
price  of  bullion  above  the  Mint-price. 
VThen  the  paper-currency  is  not  able  to 
purchase  as  much  gold  as  it  promises  to 
pay,  then  in  proportion  to  that  smaller 
quantity  which  it  can  command  at  any 
given  time  is  the  depreciation  of  the  paper. 
Since  1799,  gold  bullion  has  progressively 
advanced  in  price,  in  proportion  as  the 
real  value  of  the  note  (by  which  the  gold 
has  been  piTrchased]  has  declined. 

"  The  alteration  of  the  intrinsic  value 
of  the  currency  has  been  so  considerable, 
that  it  is  become  necessary,  for  the  just 
and  equitable  liquidation  of  contracts  made 
prior  to  the  depreciation  of  the  currency, 
or  at  any  time  during  the  progress  of  that 
depreciation,  to  ascertain  the  real  intrinsic 
value  of  the  common  currency  in  which 
all  contracts  have  been  estimated,  at  the 
date  of  each  respective  agreement.  For 
this  purpose,  it  must  be  ascertained  what 
quantity  of  standard  gold  any  given  sum 
of  the  common  currency  was  able  to  com- 
mand at  the  date  of  the  agreement;  and 
the  payment  of  the  same  quantity  of  gold, 
or  the  value  of  that  quantity,  will  be  the 
equitable  fulfilment  of  the  contract,  ac- 
cording to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
parties.  A  payment  in  paper-money  of 
inferior  vala<fc  ii  a  payoaenc  in  name  only 


and  not  in  reality ;  a  payment  in  good  and 
lawful  money,  according  to  )he  letter,  may- 
be a  payment  of  more  than  was  intended 
by  the  spirit  of  the  contract. 

"It  has  been  said,  that  no  contracts 
since  1797  could  have  been  expected  to 
be  paid  in  gold.  If  such  contracts  stipu- 
late for  payment  in  gold,  they  are  never* 
theless  binding  on  the  parties,  and  any 
modification  must  be  considered  as  an  act 
of  favour  and  concession.  Such  contracts 
ought,  on  every  principle  of  justice,  to 
be  fulfilled  according  to  their  spirit  and 
meaning.  The  restriction  act  at  first  was 
expressly  stated  to  be  only  temporary  ;  and 
for  ten  years,  there  was  no  important  de- 
preciation :  it  was  not  before  1808  that 
any  serious  injury  was  sustained.  The 
hope  that  the  currency  would  be  restored 
to  its  former  value,  might  have  induced 
many  pecsona  to  submit  to  a  loss  of  five  or 
six  per  cent. ;  but  are  there  no  limits  to 
the  endurance  of  an  injury,  and  is  the 
patient  acquiescence  for  so  long  a  time  to 
be  now  urged  as  a  conclusive  reason 
against  all  future  attempts  to  resist  a  mani* 
fest  fraud  and  public  injustice  ? 

**  It  appears,  that  any  considerable  in- 
crease  of  the  amount  of  notes  in  circala* 
tion  has  an  obvious  influence  in  producing 
an  advance  of  the  price  of  gold,  and  a  cor* 
respondent  diminution  of  the  real  value  of 
the  pound  note.  The  average  price  of 
wheat  for  England  and  Wales,  which  from 
1771  to  1785  was  forty ^six  shillings  the 
quarter,  and  from  1786  to  1797  was  fifly- 
two  shillings,  has  since  that  period,  in  the 
short  space  of  fourteen  years,  experienced 
an  advance  in  price  greatly  exceeding  the 
advance  of  the  whole  preceding  century. 
Before  the  Bank  restriction,  and  even 
during  the  two  first  years,  it  required  18 
quarters  of  wheat  to  purchase  one  pound 
weight  of  stan'dard  gold,  which  was  coined 
into  44  guineas  and  a  half ;  at  subsequent 
periods  it  has  required  only  14  quarters 
and  half  a  bushel;  12  quarters  and  2 
bushels,  to  purchase  a  pound  weight  of 
gold,  even  at  the  apparent  high  price  of 
gold.  These  calculations  are  made  on  the 
average  prices  both  of  corn  and  gold  for 
five  years,  and  five  years,  omitting  the  two 
years  of  dearth  1800  and  1601.  In  the 
last  year,  1310,  the  average  price  of  wheat 
was  106«.  2d,  the  quarter,  and  the  price  of 
gold  for  that  year  was  4/i  iU.  liie  ounce : 
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an  act  of  tnjastice  towards  his  own  tenants. 
He  wat  exacting  from  the  tenants  a  sum 
which  they  were  noi  aware  of  at  the  time 
when  they  received  their  leases^  and 
which,  if  they  had  been  aware  of,  would 
perhaps  have  had  the  effect  of  preventing 

it  required  then  only  10  quarters  U  bushels 
and  1  peck  to  purchase  a  pound  of  gold  ; 
which  same  quantity  of  gold  fourteen  years 
before  required  no  less  than  18  quarters  of 
wheat  to  purchase  it.  Considering  the 
facts  here  stated,  it  is  impossible  to  main- 
tain that  the  price  of  gold  has  increased  of 
late  years;  on  the  contrary,  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  a  xevA  and  sensible 
diminution  in  ,the  value  of  the  precious 
metals  has  taken  place,  comparing  them 
with  wheat  and  lab^our,  usually  considered 
AS  the  best  crilerions  and  standards  of 
?alue. 

"  The  pound  troy  is,  by  the  regulation 
of  the  Mint,  coined  jnto  44  guineas  and  a 
half,  of  the  weight  of  5  dwts.  9}{  grs. ; 
but  guineas,  if  not  reduced  below  the 
weight  of  5  dwts.  8  grs.  continue  to  be  a 
legal  tender.  At  that  weight,  viz.  128 
grains,  the  pound  troy  of  5760  grains  is 
equal  in  weight  to  45  instead  of  44| 
guineas.  Promissory  notes  and  tokens  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  to  the  amount  of 
46/.  144.  6d,  can  virtually  and  lawfully  be 
disclrarged  only  by  the  payment  by  that 
corporation  of  44  and  a  half  guineas,  or 
^old  coins  to  that  amount;  and  as  44 
guineas  and  a  half  is  only  another  name 
tor  a  troy  pound-weight  of  standard  gold, 
everv  46/.  ]4s.  6i.  worth  of  Banknoles  is 
an  engagement  to  pay  a  troy  pound  weight 
of  standard  gold.  [From  the  Theory  of 
Money,  printed  for  8.  Highley,  24  Fleet 
Street,  1811  ;  a  work  containing  a  variety 
of  useful  information  upon  this  subject.] 
A  Bank-note,  or  any  paper-currency,  nei- 
ther has,  nor  can  have,  any  value  but  what 
it  derives  from  being  a  true  representa- 
tive, nut  merely  of  the  coins  of  the  .realm, 
but  of  a  certain  quantity  of  gofd  ;  because 
the  coins  of  the  realm  have  themselves, 
and  can  have,  no  value  but  what  they  de« 
rivyz  from  the  quantity  of  sterling  gold 
contained  in  them,  and  the  gold  coins  in 
use  are  legal  tender  so  long  only  as  they 
contain  the  quantity  of  gold  declared  by 
the  King's  proclamation  to  be  contained 
in  them. 

"  In  the  earl  of  Liverpool's  Treatise  on 
the  Coins,  an  account  is  given  of  the  dif- 
ferent treasons  against  the  pound*  sterling 
which  have  been  committed  at  difierent 


their  acceding  to  the  leases.  In  ^11  the 
leases  which  he  had  granted  subsequent 
to  1797,  the  tenant  had  a  right  to  conceive 
he  was  to  pay  in  paper,  and  not  in  gold, 
and  therefore  he  ought  to  have  told  the 
tenant  he  would  insist  on  having  his  rent 

times;  abriefsummary'of which  maybe 
usefully  inserted: 
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'*  The  reformation  of  the  coin  (in  those 
times  the  only  circulating  medium)  seems 
to  have  formed  no  inconsiderable  part  of 
the  grievances  for  which  parliaments  at* 
tempted  to  obtain  redress  from  those  so* 
vereigns,  who,  urged  by  their  neceuities, 
had  degraded  the  coin  for  the  purpose  of 
defrauding  their  subjects. 

"  Since  the  establishment  of  a  more  re* 
gular  government  acting  by  general  rulea 
in  the  administration  of  the  national  af- 
fairs, according  to  the  well  understood  in- 
terests both  of  the  government  and  people, 
no  sovereign  of  England,  since  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth,  has  had  recourse  to  the  ex« 
pedient  of  making  further  innovation  in 
the  standard  of  the  currency.  The  legal 
standard  has  remained  unaltered  ever 
since  the  time  when  queen  Elizabeth  made 
the  last  alteration  in  the  silver  coinage, 
and  gold  has  since  been  made  the  only 
legal  tender  in  all  payments  above  25/.  in 
value. 

'*  The  use  of  the  second  table  is  to 
shew,  by  inspection,  the  real  quantity  of 
gold  which  the  current  paper-money  was 
able  to  purchase  in  any  given  year,  that 
quantity,  or  the  weight  of  the  number  of 
guineas  in  the  3d  column,  being,  accord- 
ing to  the  spirit  of  the  contract,  the  equit- 
able payment  of  l05/.;  the  4th  column 
shews  the  value  of  the  weight  of  gold 
equal  to  the  number  of  guineas  contained 
in  the  third  column,  at  the  |)rice  of  4/.  14i« 
per  omice  ;  'the  5ihand  last  column  shews 
the  fi/rther  depreciation  of  paper  money 
for  every  hundred  pound  since  the  date  of 
the  contract. 

"  It  would  have  been  a  much  easier  and 
shorter  method  to  have  paid  the  difference 
of  the  value  of  Bank-notes  by  an  addition 
to  the  nominal  sum  equivalent  to  the  de« 
preciation ;  ^ut  this  practice  would  have 
exposed  the  fact  to  daily  view,  and  would 
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paJ4  m  gold.  The  noble  lord  had  stated, 
that  in  those  cases  where  the  leases  had 
beeo  granted  within  the  last  two  years,  be 
had  made  no  alteration  ;  and  that  all  that 
be  asked  for  was  an  indemnification  for 
the  aherations  which  had  taken  place  in 
the  value  of  the  currency  since  the  re- 
fll^riction  act.  What  sort  of  a  principle 
was  that,  he  would  ask,,  which  was  not 
the  same  at  all  times  ?  But  the  truth  was, 
he  did  receive  an  indemnification  by  the 
increase  of  rent  at  the  granting  of  every 
new  lease.  If  a  long  lease  were  granted 
m  greater  rent  was  required  than  for  a 
short  one.  The  sum  required  for  a  lease 
of  7  years,  was  greater  than  that  for  a  lease 
qf  4 ;  the  sum  for  a  ]  4  yeai^  lease  was 
greater  than  for  one  of  7  ;  and  for  2 1 
yearsy  greater  than  for  14.  On  what 
other  principle  but  the  probability  of  a 
progress! ve;depreciation,  was  this  advance 
of  prices  asked  ?  The  noble  lord,  accord- 
ing to  his  own  principle,  must  have  been 
more  awsire  than  any  other  person,  of  the 
depreciation,  and  having  been  aware, 
would  exact«  at  the  time  of  granting  his 
leases;  a  proportionate  advance  :  yet  now 
he  was  requiring  to  be  paid  a  second  time 
for  that  Tise.  Upon  the  principle  of  the 
noble  lord,  for  all  the  leases  granted  by 
him  in  ISOl  and  1802,  he  ought  to  have 
allowed  a  deduction  of  rent  in  1 804  and 
1805 ;  for  the  price  of  gold  was  higher  in 
ISO  I  and  1802,  than  it  was  in  1804  and 
1803.  If  he  did  not  make  any  allowance 
to  his  tenants  then,  he  was  not  entitled  to 
ask  them  for  aiiy  addition  .at  present. 
Be  would  put  it  to  the  noble  lord,  if  he  had 
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have  carried  with  it  irresistible  conviction; 
and  the  legislature  has  lately  interfered  to 
prevent  the  depreciation  from  becoming 
thus  palpable  and  manifest. 

"  If  gold  is  in  demand  for  the  payment 
of  contracts,  for  instance,  for  the  discharge 
pf  rent,  it  will  now  be  necessary  for  the 
tenant  to  require  two  prices  for  his  pro- 
duce, one  for  gold,  and  another  for  paper ; 
or  he  may,  if  more  convenient,  dispose  of 
the  whole  of  bis  produce  for  the  ordinary 
paper  currency,  and  purchase  the  weight 
of  standard  gold  (if  gold  coin  cannot  easily 
be  procured)  requisite  to  discharge  his 
rent  or  bond-debts,  according  to  the  spirit 
of  bis  contracts. 

.  "  It  has  sometimes  been  said,  that  the 
total  disapp^rance  of  gold,  and  universal 
substitution  of  paper  in  all  payments, 
prove,  that  it  is  impossible  to  procure 
gold ;  but  it  Attst  be  recollected^  that  the 


made  any  such  allowance?  He  most  havo 
been  more  aware  of  the  increasing  de- 
preciation than  any    man   living,    from 
his  known  talents,  and  the  attention  which 
he  had  paid  to  the  subject ;  but  his  tenants 
would  not  be  aware  of  the  intention  of  the 
noble  lord,  that  he  was  going  to  set  up  a 
principle,  that  the  rent  was  not  to  be  a 
fixed  sum,  but  should  fluctuate  according 
to  the  price  of  gold.    The  noble  lord  bad 
stated,  that  he  had  adopted  this  line  of 
conduct  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  at- 
tention of  government  to  the  subject,   in 
consequence  of  certain  Resolutions  which 
had  been  adopted  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons.    But  why  did  he  not  adopt  this 
course  earlier  in  the  session  ?    He  seemed 
to  have  put  it  off  to  the  last  period,  that 
he  might  elude  the  vigilance  ot  parliament. 
As  to  the  question  of  depreciation,  it  was 
attended  with  great  difficulties.  He  would^ 
however,  proceed  to  make  one  or  two  ob- 
servations on  what  fell   from  the  noble 
lord  on  this  subject.     He  bad  said,  that 
the  advance  in  the  price  of  gold  must  be 
attributed  to  an  excessive  issue  of  pag^r. 
Then  in  proportion  as  that  issue  diminish- 
ed, the  price  of  gold  mu.n  fall.     But  if 
they  looked   to  the    papers    which  had 
been  laid  before  the  other  House,  they 
would  be  found  not  to  confirm  this  doc* 
trine  ;    for  the  price  of  gold   has  risen 
when  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  issue  of 
notes,  and  fallen  when  the  issue  was  in- 
creased.    He  had  also  slated,  that,  a  de» 
preciation  was  attended  by  a  general  rise 
in  the.  price  of  alLother  commodities.   No 
doubt  if  a  depreciation  of  the  currency 
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whole  question  rests  precisely  on  the  in- 
ferior value  of  our  paper-money  compared 
with  gold  ;  and  therefore,  as  long  as  any 
considerable  difierence  exists  in  reality,  it 
is  a  manifest  absurdity  to  imagine  that 
payments  will  be  made  indifierently  in 
ffold  and  paper,  when  one  currency  has 
been  10,  15,  and  even  20  per  cent,  less  in 
value  than  the  gold  coin.  Let  the  value  of 
the  paper  currency  be  restored  to  the  value 
of  the  legal  gold  coins,  and  payments  will 
again  be  made  in  gold  and  paper  indif« 
ferently  ;  let  the  opposite  course  be  per- 
severed in,  and  allow  the  depreciation  to 
become  so  sensible  that  gold  shall  be  de- 
manded generally  in  preference  to  paper- 
money  in  satisfaction  of  old  contracts,  and 
in  this  manner  the  demand  for  gold  wilt 
establish  two  prices,  one  for  commodities 
sold  for  paper,  and  another  for  thoss  sold 
for  the  gold  coina/' 
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should  take  place,  it  would  be  attended 
with  a  general  adrance  of  the  price  of  all 
other  commodities;  but  he  woul j  venture 
to  say  that  a  general  rise  might  take  place 
in  the  price  of  commodities  without  any 
depreciation  of  the  currency.  This  might 
take  place  from  an  encreasmg  trade,  and 
various  other  causes.  But  he  would  ask : 
was  the  fact  such  as  had  been  stated  by 
the  noble  lord  ?  Was  there  a  general  ad- 
vance in  the  price  of  commodities  ?  Let 
the  noble  lord  compare  the  current  prices 
at  present  with  those  in  1808,  and  he 
wtiuld  find  that  a  large  proportion  of  com- 
modities, and  those  by  no  means  inconsi- 
derable commodities,  had  fallen  in  price. 
He  would  find  that  iron  and  wood,  unfor- 
tunately for  the  noble  lord  adduced  as  in- 
stances of  a  rise  in  price ;  tallow,  cotton, 
and  a  great  number  of  other  commodities, 
bad  experienced  a  great  fall  in  them. 
When  there  was  a  depreciation  in  the  cur- 
rency, there  would  be  a  general  advance 
in  the  price^of  commodities  :  but  if  there 
Mras  a  general  advance  it  did  not  follow 
that  there  was  depreciation.  He  had  ano- 
ther observation  to  make  :  the  measure  of 
1797  had  been  adopted  by  all  succeeding 
administrations,  and  in  particular  by  the 
administration  to  whose  measures  the  no- 
ble lord  acceded,  and  which  he  had  sup- 
ported. But  the  session  of  parliament, 
during  which  bis  friends  were  in  admi- 
nistration, passed  away,  without  either  re- 
peal or  limitation  of  the  restriction  act  be- 
ing introduced.  He  believed  there  was 
not  even  a  scrap  of  paper  to  shew  that 
that  administration  had  ever  turned  their 
thoughU  to  the  subject.  No  doubt  they 
acted  wisely,  and  it  would  have  been  an 
unwise  course  to  have  acted  otherwise; 
and  the  present  administration  had  acted 
also  properly  in  continuing  the  system. 
He  concurred  with  the  principle  of  the 
Bill  of  the  noble  earl,  but,  at  [the  present 
period  of  the  session,  he  thought  it  ad- 
visable to  avoid  making  any  legislative 
, enactment  on  the  subject.  He  hoped 
there  would  be  a  general  disinclination 
in  the  country  to  follow  the  conduct  of  the 
noble  lord ;  but  if  the  evil  should  ever 
become  general,  it  would  be  unfit  for  the 
House  to  suBcr  it  to  continue.  It  would 
be  proper  for  them  then  to  inquire  into 
the  instances  of  oppression  which  might 
take  place.  The  noble  earl  who  spoke 
first  had  mentioned  several  cases.  Under 
these  circumstances  be  thought  it  would 
be  advisable  to  avoid  making  any  aU 
terationi  in  the  existing  laws  on  the  sub- 
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ject  at  present,  and  (hat  this  alteratio<i 
might  be  effected  wi)h  more  propriety  it 
some  future  period. 

Lord  Holland  was  perfectly  ready  to 
profess  that  he  was  not  much  acquainted 
with  the  doctrines  respecting  the  circti- 
lating  medium,  much  less  so  than  many 
others  of  their  lordships ;  but  as  far  as  Im 
understood  the  subject  at  all,  he  assented 
to  the  doctrines  of  his  noble  friend  (lord 
King) ;  and  this,  together  with  the  manner 
in  which  his  noble  friend  had  been  at- 
tacked, both  in  and  out  of  doors,  madto 
him  anxious  to  deliver  his  opinion,  and 
to  share  with  his  noble  friend  the  obloquy* 
and  clamour  that  had  been  so  loudly 
raised  against  him.  He  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying,  that  if  this  measure  passed ,  it 
must  be  only  the  first  of  a  series  of  bitfa 
more  daring  than  any  this  country  ever 
saw,  in  order  to  attain  an  object  which  no 
government  had  a  right  to  accomplish, 
and  which,  in  reality,  no  government 
could  effect.  The  noble  earl  who  spoloa 
last  had  gone  so  far  as  to  assert,  that  the 
demand  made  by  his  noble  friend  was  un« 
just  towards  his  tenants,  and  mischievous 
to  the  country.  On  the  contrary,  he 
would  maintain,  that  should  it  appear,  aa 
he  had  no  doubt  it  would,  that  his  noble 
friend  was  only  dealing  fairly  for  the  in- 
terests of  his  own  family,  acting  according 
to  the  laws  of  the  land,  arid  in  consonance 
to  his  own  rights,  even  though  his  conduct 
should  be  hostile  to  the  system  pursued 
by  government ;  all  that  would  only 
prove  that  their  system  was  a  bad  one» 
and  the  sooner  it  was  done  away  with  the 
better.  Instead  of  exciting  a  clamour 
against  the  conduct  of  his  noble  friend, 
should  it  not  rather  be  received  as  a  warn« 
ing,  that  it  was  high  time  for  government 
to  retrace  its  steps,  and  if  possible  correct 
the  evil  before  it  was  l)eyond  the  reach  of 
remedy.  The  whole  matter  might  be  re* 
solved  into  this  short  argument.  Bank 
notes  were  either  depreciated,  or  they 
were  not ;  if  there  was  no  depreciation* 
then  his  noble  friend *s  demand  could  do 
no  harm,  and  gold  could,  of  course,  be 
obtained;  if  there  vras  a  depreciation^ 
then  he  must  contend,  that  his  noble 
friend  was  giving  the  country  a  warning 
in  time,  by  which  they  might  profit. 
"  Lay  not  this  flattering  unction  to  yoor 
souls,*'  as  if  the  present  system  could  go 
on  moch  longer.  Were  this  Bill  carried^ 
recourse  must  be  had  to  the  principle  of 
a  maximum,  and  all  the  other  measure! 
which  originated  in  France  froa  the  law 


81ft]       HOUSE  OF  LORDS; 

that  forbad  the  circalation  of  assignatsbat 
at  iu  nominal  value.  The  law  of  the 
maximum  proceeded  not  from  wickedness 
or  folly,  but  from  the  previous  steps  that 
were  taken;  People  would  not  bring  their 
commodities  to  market,  when  they  could 
not  get  what  they  wanted  (in  exchange, 
and  hence  all  the  measures  of  force 
adopted  to  prevent  the  people  from  fa- 
mishing. This  Bill  once  made  a  law,  he 
defied  parliament   to  stop    in    the  tre- 

.nendous  career;  and  to  the  very  same 
complexion  as  in  France  would  the  matter 
come  at  last  in  this  country.  There  was 
no  other  remedy  but  making  the  Bank 
resume  its  payments  in  specie.  There 
was  no  choice,  no  other  medium  left.  The 
Bank  must  either  pay  in  gold,  or  things 
would  go  on,  till  parliament  would  be 
actually  forced  to  adopt  the  most  abo- 
minable measure  of  a  maximum.  The 
noble  earl  had  stated,  what  in  his  mind 
was  the  around  of  advancing  rents  on 
granting  leases.      He  said  that    it  was 

:  founded  on  a  calculation  of  the  advance  in 
the  .depreciation  of  money*  But  how 
much  did  these  fatal  words,  "  Good  and 

^lawful  money  of  the  land,''  stand  in  the 

^  way  of  such  an  idea  ?  Did  not  these  words 
expressly  mean,  that  the  landlord  was  not 
to  be. paid  in  a  depreciated  currency ;  and 
was  not  the  Bank-note  depreciated,  when 
%  pound*note  and  seven  shillings  were 
currently  given  for  a  ffuinea?  But  the  true 
reason  why  the  landlord  granted  a  long 
lease,  was  that-  his  tepant  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  improvibg  the  land  to  his 
own  advantage,  and  thus  leaving  it  ulti- 
mately in  the  hands  of  his  landlord  of 
more  value  than  he  found  it.  He  must 
aeain  repeat,  that  his  noble  friend  had,  in 
his  mina,  acted  aereeably  to  the  interests 
of  bis  family,  the  law  of  the  land,  and  his 
own  rights.  « 

The  noble  earl  had  said,  that  the  last 
administration  was  equally  accountable 
with  the  present  for  the  continuance  of 
the  Bank  restriction.  But  that  adminis- 
tration, it'  was  to  be  recollected,  lasted 
only  about  a  year,  three  months  of  which 
were  employed  in  a  negociation  for  peace; 
and  had  it  been  attained,  the  Bank  restric- 
tion would  have  ceased  of  itself. 

He  would  now  shortly  advert  to  the 
speech  of  his  noble  friend  the  mover  of 
the  present  Bill.  He  never  listened  to 
the  speeches  of  his  noble  friend  without 

-  information  and  instruction ;  and,  how- 
ever much  he  admired  the  ingenuity  which 

.ht  bad  displayed  on  the  present  occasion, 
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and  gave  credit  to  his  honourable  inten* 
tions,  yet  he  felt  convinced  that  his  noble 
friend  was  recommending  a  series  of 
measures  which  would  involve  the  country 
in  the  greatest  calamities.  A  noble  lorci 
hiffh  in  office  (lord  Liverpool)  seemed  on 
a  former  night  to  approve  of  this  Bill  as  a 
remedy ;  adding,  however,  that  the  evil 
was  not  so  great  as  to  require  it  at  present, 
though  it  might  do  so  in  time.  Now,  he, 
on  the  contrary,  would  maintain  the  very 
converse  of  these  two  propositions,  namely, 
that  the  evil  did  exist  to  a  very  great  de- 
gree, but  that  this  measure  ooeht  neither 
now  nor  at  any  future  period  to  be  the 
remedy.  Mr.  Burke,  when  speaking  of 
the  assignats^  had  justly  observed,  that  it 
was  the  very  essence  of  Bank-notes  to  be 
founded  on  credit,  and  that  the  great  dis- 
tinction of  the  Bank  of  England  notes  was, 
"  that  they  were  powerful  upon'chanee. 
because  incompetent  in  Westminster- halT." 
The  instant  the  Bank  note  was  supported 
by  the  hand  of  power,  and  not  by  credit, 
then  its  value  would  rapidly  sink  away. 
Where  was  the  justice  of  coming  with  the 
arm  of  authority,  and  saying,  "  take  this 
note  for  a  guinea,"  when  it  was  known 
that  the  guinea  was  worth  27  shillings  ? 
But  bis  noble  friend  had  said,  there  was 
no  remedy  left  —it  was  Hobson's  choice*— 
you  must  take  it  because  nothipg  else  was 
to  be  got;  though  he  would  not  have  it 
made  a  legal  tender.  This  reminded  him 
of  the  story  of  a  gentleman  who  was  fond 
of  deep  potations  at  his  table,  and  who 
used  to  say  to  his  guests,  "  I  press  no  man 
to  drink  more  than  he  chooses,  but  still  I 
make  it  a  rule,  that  every  one  who  stays 
should  be  expected  to  drink."  Of  course, 
those  not  inclined  to  drink  deep  soon  rose 
to  take  their  departure,  upon  which  he 
used  to  ask  his  servant,  in  their  hearing, 
whether  he  had  let  loose  the  great  dog  to 
walk  about  the  passages ;  so  that  either 
way  he  had  them.  And  thus,  the  Bill  did 
not  make  Bank-notes  a  legal  tender,  but  it 
would  so  operate  that  we  should  soon  not 
be  able  to  get  any  thing  else.  It  was  a 
legal  tender  in  dis^ise,  and  would  banish 
all  money  from  circulation,  while  it  ne* 
cessarily  increased  the  issues  of  paper. 
His  noble  friend  had  again  quoted  the 
saying  of  sir  G.  Saville,  of  its  being  pos* 
sible  to  make  any  thing  the  measure  of 
value.  He  agreed  to  it  so  far,  but  then  it 
must  be  that  which  the  people  at  large 
agreed  to  take  as  a  measure,  and  not  what 
the  government  chose  to  force  upon  them. 
Value  muit  consist  either  in  opinion,  or  Ui 
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iplfimic  vte.    And  here  he  would  cell  lo 
the  recollection  of  Ihe  House*  what 'Mr. 
Barke»  in  his  Letter  to  a  Member  of  the 
National  Afsembly,  had  said  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  assignats.     He  could  not  now 
qaole    the  expressive  language  of   that 
great  man,  but  thte  substauce  of  it  was, 
**  that  the  assembly  might  place  the  go* 
renunent  in  what  hands  they  chose,  but  if 
once  they  declared  paper  to  be  coini  the 
real  governors  of  the  country  would  be 
the  coiners  of  that  paper."     Should  this 
Bill  pass,  the  goTernment  of  the  country 
would  be  no  longer  in  the  hands  of  King, 
LrfMrdSf  and  Commons,  but  in  those  of  the 
Bank;  and  all  the  multifarious  transactions 
of  men*  in  all  the  walks  of'  life*  would  be 
left    to    their    control.    Jheir    lordships 
were  interested  with  the  goTemment  it- 
■elf*  not  to  place  the  happiness  of  the 
country  at  the  discretion  of  the  Bank  di- 
rectors.   He  most*  therefore*  enter  his 
aolemn  protest  against  this  measure.    If 
once  adopted,  we  could  not  stop;  the 
Bank-notes  would  run  the  same  course 
with   the    assignats,  and    after   passing 
throogh  various   sta^  of  depreciation* 
would  at  last  end  m  being  absolutely 
Taloeless.    He  knew  that  a  great  deal 
might  be  said  of  the  incoAvenience  of 
paying  in  specie ;  hot  if  that  was  not  done 
without  delay*  or  at  least  a  period  fixed  for 
Ihe  resumption  dt  cash  paylkients  at  the 
Bank*  the  neglect  would  not  fail  to  draw 
down  the  greatest  evils  upon  ihe  country. 
The  Earl  of  Bone  observed*  that  all  the 
arguments  of  the  noble  lord  who  had  just 
sat  down  rested  on  this  foundation  alone* 
that  the  paper  currency  was  depreciated. 
Now*  that  was  the  very  question  to  be  de« 
cided";  and  there  wasone  argument  which* 
to  his  mind,  was  decisive*  that  no  deprecia* 
tion  had  taken  place.    The  value  of  any 
useful  article  could  only  be  depreciated 
by    too    great    abundance*    There    was^ 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  amount 
of  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  now  in 
circulation  did  not  exceed  the  mass  of 
circolating  medium  compounded  of  notes 
and  gold  in  179S.    Was  a  less  qu^itity  of 
currency  required  now  than  in  1798  to 
coodoct  the  mercantile  transactions  of  the 
cooQiry?  Sorely  not;  our  domestic  trans- 
actions had*  on  the  contrary*  greatly  in* 
creased*  and  therefore  there  could  not  be 
a  superabundance  of  the  circulating  me- 
diom*  which  could  be  the  only  cause  of 
its  depreciation*  particularly  as  nobody 
doubted  the  credit  of  the  Banlr.    The. 
qocstion  was*  whether  a  remedy  ihould 
(VOL.  XX.) 
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be  applied  to  prevent  the  evils  which  a 
noble  lord's  determination  was  likely  to 
produce.     He  tbought  there  should,  and 
that    the  present  Bill  presented  that  re- 
medy.    Of  all  the  measures  of  Mr.  Fitt« 
who   was  certiinly  one  of  the   fEreatest 
financiers  thai  ever  lived,  the  Bank  re- 
striction wasth.a  viliic  h  was  attended  with 
the  great<  si  a<Kautage,H      Had  ii  not  been 
for   tirat    great    opeiatinii,    the    country 
would    lung  Si^o  h-(Vf  saccumbed  before 
the  enemy.     1^  \v,i^  asserted  by  tiuiue*  that 
if   the  qumiity   of    cifculann^  medium 
was  reduced,  it  would  iiicre  «>e  its  value. 
But,  then*  look  at  the  other  con«equ**ncPS. 
It  would  cramp  and  cotiiine  the  industry  of 
the  country ;  it  would  put  a  stop  totUe  ope- 
rations of  agriculture  and  commerce  ;  the 
country  would  suffer  the  most  tremendous 
evils.    This  would  be  ihe  effect  of  making 
the  Bank  pay  in  gold*  as  its  issues  would 
necessarily  be  contracted  in  proportion. . 
He  wished  this  measure  to  be  extended  to 
Irelitnd  also.  .  The  situation  of  the  people 
in  the  north  of   Ireland  was  at  present 
most  calamitous ;  they  were  completely 
at  the  mercy  of  their  landlords.    Many 
of  them  would  only  take  their  ngtA  at  a 
discount ;  and  if  there  were  any  noble 
lords  from  that  part  of  the  empire  now 
present,  he  would  ask  them*  if  there  was 
not  a  class  of  persons  there  who  would 
only  receive  notes  at  one  value*  and  issun 
them  at  another  ?  Could  there*  he  would 
ask*  be  a  more   monstrous  injustice  than 
this  ?  Many  persona  flattered  themselves 
that  few  would  follow  the  example  which  a 
noble  lord  bad  thatnight  declared  his  inten- 
tion, to  set.  He  thought  most  highly  of  tho 
good  sense  and  patriotism  of  the  people 
of  England ;  yet*  when  men  thus  saw  an 
opportunity  of  getting  an  addition  of  20 
per  cent,  on  their  rents*  was  it  to  be  sup* 
posed*  that  only  a  few  would  avail  them* 
selves  of  it  ?  He  conjured  their  lordships 
to  adopt  the  measure*  and^  that  without 
delay. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdak  regarded  the 
present  subject  to  be  paramount  to  alt 
othen  in  point  of  importance;  and  the 
magnitude  of  the  .question  was  such  as 
would  render  it  criminal  in  ministers  to 
dismiss  parliament  at  present*  without 
coming  to  some  determination  upon  it. 
The  noble  lord  who  spoke  last  had  asserted 
broadly,  that  the  paper  was  not  depre* 
ciated*  because  the  issues  of  the  Bank 
were  not  greater  than  the  compound  mast 
of  gold  and  paper  in  circulation  in  1798. 
But  were  the  notes  of  tha  Benk  of  England 
(SO) 
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b«  tlM  Mikfiil  pAclve  of  my  tRVii  coQBlry ! 
Htm  Hhi^W  did  I  then  apiNrebmiid  tbaifc  the 
MlaUisiMd  crodit  of  OrrnH  Britain*  thai  W 
fMiriftbuig  financea  and  pvoods  raaonrea^ 
wooU  poriakbv  lhe,aa«oUdaoiif  aKxartai^ 
opoaaring  in  all  hia  prialine  dftfiarniity ! 

Tlui;  noUo  lord  Ibani  commented  on  ibe 
poraicMttr  tendonGy  of  thoi  BiU»  whieh, 
iboogh  daolarad  by  Aa  noblo  earl  vdio 
broQgbl  it  forward^  noi  to  bo  intendod  lo 
mako  Banfe-Botaa  a  legal  tender,  yet  wonA 
ao  near  it  aa  to  creoto  great  risk  of  com- 
mitting gross  and  flagrant  injostice.  The 
Bobla  lord  seat  proceeded  to  animadToat 
with  greal  strengtb  of  argnmeat  and  ob» 
aerrotion  upon  the  danger  of  makin|^  ^*P^ 
o  legal  tender.  His  Majesty's  mmistevs 
appeared  now  to  be  adopting  measnres 
wbicb  had  been  stigmatised  by  all  emi* 
nont  amhorities  upon  socb  sabjeetsas  most 
injurious  to  a  state.  .  They  bad  determined 
to  issue  tokens  for  three  sterling  shillings 
«^tokena  which*  according  to  the  standard 
Tftlue  in  the  sttrling  shillings/ would  not 
be  w*ortb  more  than  3«.  4d  In  thia  in- 
atance  he  rouai  contend,  that  they  were 
not  satisfied  with  a  depreciated  paper,  wi» 
less  they  accompanied  it  leith  a  debaesd 
coin.  If  this  measure  were  fit  lo  be 
adapted,  he  should  be  glad  10  know,  why 
the  tokens  were  not  to  be  nsned  by  go- 
vernment for  the  profit  of  the  public? 
/He  could  see  no  good  reason  why  the 
profit  should  go  to  the  Bank  of  England, 
rather  than  to  the  treasury.  The  tokens 
were  te  be  prepared  in  the  King's  mint, 
and  under  the  immediaito  sanction  of  mi- 
nisters, and  if  the  nation  was  to  take  the 
mischief  of  the  issue,  the  public  was  en- 
titled to  the  profit-*He  had  thus  long  de- 
tained their  lordships,  because  he  felt  it 
necessary  to  state  explicitly  his  opinions 
upon  the  present  measure.  But  he  bad  by 
no  means  exhausted  the  subject;  he  had 
not  even  expressed  all  the  considerationB 
which  suggested  themselves  to  his  mind 
upon  the  question.  If  the  measure  wre 
to  be  persisted  in,  he  should  often  have,  to 
address  their  lordships  upon  it ;  not  that 
be  was  not  perfectly  aware  how  little  use- 
fill  it  was  to  address  their  lordships  upon 
such  occasions ;  bnt  because,  feeiing  as  he' 
did  respecting  this  measure,  he  should  net 
think  that  he  bad  performed  his  duly  if  he: 
ihiled  to  state  his  senttmenU.fiilly.  What- 
W99r  might  bo  the  future  misfortanesof 
the  covmiij  in  consequenco  of  theao  mea- 
j  aures*  he  wns  suao  that  ho  could  bear  hia 
proportion  of  them  with  the  fiiititudo  of  ai 
consciowa  o£  baificg  disohaigad  ins' 
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duty  in  e^doavoura  tf  vpsrt  thooi:  but 
when  he  considered  how  partimilady  it 
had  fiUlen  under  hia  obserfatioa  on  & 
former  occasion  to  watch  the  progress  and 
efieds  of  similar  measures  in  that  unhappj 
coontrjTj  Franoe»  he  should  be  crimmu 
not  te  use  all  the  means  in  his  power  ta 
j  prevent  thair  introduction  into  his  naiivo 
'land. 

The  Earl  of  JUwyoe/ observed,  that  the 
qMstioo  befcro  their  lordships  had  beea 
argned  with  a  view  te  tha  ulterior  mea^ 
aarea  wUoh  the  aobk  earl  who  brooghi 
the  preient  sMasore  forward  had  in  .hia 
contemptotion.  For  his  own  part»  he 
uMsbed,  in  any  thing  ho  should  feel  it  Be«* 
cessary  to  aay  upon  thia  Bill*  not  to  be 
nndentood  to  give  any  opinion  or  appro* 
bation  of  those  ulterior  measures.  The 
principle'  of  the  Bill  imder  consideration 
he  had  cestainly  approved  of;  and  when 
first  the  measure  was  opened  to  their  lord* 
ships,  he  had  declared  it  to  be  the  beat 
remedy  for.  tha  evil  in  the  contempiatioD 
of  the  noble  mover.  And  this  dedaratioa 
be  had  made,  founding  bis  opinion  upon 
the  priociplo  of  the  measure  of  1797,  that 
it  was  not  desirable  to  extend  the  principle 
of  legislation  beyond  the  necessity  of  the 
case.  He  had»  however,  on  that  occasion* 
conceived  that  it  might  be  better  to  let  the 
question  rest  upon  the  law,  as  it  stood,  be- 
came he  was  .then  of  opinion  that  the  ex- 
ample mentioned  by  the  noble  earl  would 
not  be  generally  followed.  This  opinion 
of  his  was  not  founded  upon  any  impres- 
sion that  he  had  any  right  to  inquire  into 
the  precise  degree  of  public  spirit  and 
principle  which  individuaU  misht  be  in- 
fluenced by  in  the  regulation  of  their  pri- 
vate concerns,  but  because  he  thought  it 
would  not  be  for  the  interest  of  any  indi- 
viduals to  follow  that  example.  The  in- 
terest of  ^mdlorda  and  tenants  could  not 
be  separated,  and  oonsequently  any  act 
that  would  hear  hard  upon  the  tenant  must 
be  injurious  to  the  landlord  himself.  If 
the  example  of  the  noble  lord  were  to  be 
followed  generally,,  the  tenants  would  in- 
demnify thensselves  by  raising  the  pricea 
of  the  artidea  they  brought  to  market ; 
but  if  it  were  not  tollowod  generally,  the 
particulaftenantwQold  not  have  themeana 
iof  indemnify  iog  himself  by  a  riseof  prices^ 
and  the  consoquent  tnjiury  he  would  soffiir 
would  also  betels  by  the  landlord.  Though 
he  had  ai  fiast  thought,  that  upon  the  whole 
lit  would  be  batter  to  leave  the  law  as  it 
stoodpi  yet.  when  he  attended  to  the  prin^ 
cifle  oi  the  maaaaie  nodes  conaideratioB, 
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«ad  ptrliciilftrijr  to  the  4octrmM  of  tliott 
wbo  had  oppoted  h,  he  began  to  feel  thtl 
the  remedy  sbovid  be  upheld  ;  that  if  par- 
liament shenld  separate  before  the  adop- 
tion of  sQch  a  QMAMire^  much  public  in- 
conYenience  might  be  the  result ;  and  the 
remedy  which  was  now  easvy  would  per- 
haps then  be  ineffectual.  If  ever  a  ques-' 
tion  had  been  exhausted  in  the  history  of 
the  proceedings  of  parliament,  it  was  the 
present.  It  had  not  only  been  discussed 
day  after  day  for  many  sucoessire  days, 
bat  a  very  considerable  number  of  publi- 
cations had  been  written  by  able,  acute, 
and  ingenious  men  4ipon  both  sides  of  the 
question.  Whatever  dtfferenee  of  opinion 
there  might  have  been  as  to  the  origin  of 
the  evil  J  upon  the  propriety  of  binding  the 
Bank  to  resume  cash  payments  at  any  de* 
finite  time  there  appeared  to  be  very  little 
diflerence.  Upon  a  division  on  that  ques- 
tion, in  another  place,  the  minority  did 
not  exceed  47.  The  noble  baron  who 
spoke  second  in  the  debate,  had  stated 
that  Bank  notes  were  depreciated,  because 
they  did  not  now  purchase  as  much  food 
and  other  necessaries  as  formerly,  and  had 
instanced  wheat  and  corn.  But  the  papers 
on  their  lordships  table  shewed  that  the 
rise  in  the  price  of  com  was  attributable  to 
other  causes.  The  consumption  had  in- 
creased considerably  beyond  the  prciduce. 
The  400,000  quarters  formerly  imported 
were  now  consequently  increased  to  6  or 
700,000.  This  was  not  owinff  to  depre- 
ciation, as  by  reference  to  the  price  of 
ir9n,  timber,  wool,  cotton,  feathers,  tallow, 
and  hides,  which  were  known  to  have 
fallen  in  price  as  gold  bullion  rose  in  the 
market.  The  measure  of  restriction  had 
been  resorted  to  in  the  first  instance  to  pre- 
vent the. Bank  fVem  paying  in*  cash,  and 
to  keep  the  bullion  m  the  country ;  and 
he  knew  it  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  the 
great  man  who  originated  the  Bank  re- 
striction, that  the  *  public  creditor  should 
never  be  placed  in  a  worse  situation  than 
any  individual  having  equitalents  in  any 
other  species  of  security.  But  the  public 
•creditor,  if  compelled  to  take  notes  at  par 
for  his  dividend,  whilst  the  tenantry  would 
be  allowed  to  take  them  at  a  depreciated 
rate,  would  be  greatly  injured.  The  noble 
baron  had  saidi  that  sold  enough  cookl  be 
bfid,  i(  we  were  willing  to  pay  the  price 
for  it  He  knew  not  upon  what  authority 
this  had  been  asserted  ;  but  he  knew  that 
one  of  the  most  extensive  and  respectable 
merchants  perhaps  in  the  woHd,  who  was. 
pot  much  in  the  practice  of  gifing  his 


snMNfft  la  his  Majesty's  ininislnrs>  had  da* 
cidedly  stated  in  the  House  of  Commons^ 
that  if  he  wanted  guineas,  he  should  not 
know  how  to  get  them.  If  the  Bank  could 
procure  gold,  it  would  find  its  way  out  of 
the  country.  Thi$  was  owing  to  the  un« 
exam  pled  stale  of  the  world,  and  the  con* 
volsed  state  of  commerce.  He  agreed 
with  the  noble  baron,  that  our  exertions  in 
the  prosecntion  of  the  war  had  the  efiect  of 
a  drain  upon  the  coin  of  the  country; 
though  he  differed  from  him  in  thinking 
that  the  exertions  we  were  making  wera 
well  worth  the  price  ^e  paid  for  them. 
When  he  considered  the  consequences  that 
might  follow  from  the  example  pointed 
out  by  the  noble  mover,  he  thought  it 
would  be  unwise  to  reject  the  Bill,  as  such 
rejection  would  lead  to  consequences 
highly  injurious  to  tenants,  but  still  mora 
injurious  to  the  public  creditor. 

The  Sari  of  Lauderdale  briefly  ex* 
plained,  and  referred  to  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Merle  and  another,  to  shew  that  gold 
might  be  had  as  heretofore. 

Earl  ^anhope  rose  to  reply.  Before  ba 
should  say  any  thing  npon  the  subject  of 
the  Bill,  he  must  observe,  that  a  noble  earl 
had  stated  "  that  he  had  views  of  his  ^wa 
in  bringing  forward  this  measure,"  and  he 
wished  fer  an  explanation. 

The  Earl  of  Lacidb*da^  disclaimed  dis- 
tinctly having  ever  intended  to  say,  or 
having  ever  conceiTed,  that  his  nbble 
friend  could  have  had  any  views  of  interest 
in  the  measure. 

Earl  Stanhope  expressed  his  lattsfactioii 
at  the  explanation  given  by  his  noble 
friend,  and  added,  that  he  had  not  con^ 
ceived  it  possible  for  his  noble  friend  to 
suppose  that  he  could  have  had  any  views 
of  interest  in  bringing  such  a  measure* 
But  when  such  words  struck  the  ear,  they 
ought  to  be  explained  ;  and  be  should  bin 
extremely  sorry  that  any  person  who  had 
heard  the  words  should  think  them  appll* 
cable  to  hiip.  He  had  always  been  a 
speculative  man,  and  very  little  given  to 
views  of  self-interest.  He  had  always 
thought,  that  the  man  who  was  in  posses- 
sion of  a  large  property  not  gained  by  his 
own  talents  and  industry,  but  derived 
from  the  mere  accident  of  birth,  was  in 
feet  but  a  trustee  for  the  public;  and  owed 
it  to  that  public,  to  return  some  part  of 
that  estate  for  its  benefit.  '  To  shew  that 
he  could  not  only  preach,  but  practise,  bt 
would  say  that  he  had  nerer  received  a 
shilling  from  the  public,  and  that  thott>- 
sands  and  thouyands  he  had  expended  (br 
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b«  tlM  fiHihfiil  pMclvtt  of  my  «Mm  cooalry ! 
Hmv  liHhr  did  I  thea  apprebttDd  thai  thtt 
•HaUisktd  credit  of  Greal  Briteii«»  thai  b«r 
iMirwhing  finances  ani  piond  rasonraai^ 
WDoU  p«riahbjr  the  aaMeudaeiM  aoAsiei; 
eppeanng  in  all  bk  prialine  defiirmity ! 

Tbe  noble  lord  ihon  commented  on  the 
peroicMnr  landency  of  tho  Bilk  whieb, 
iboogh  deelved  by  the  noble  earl  \dio 
bronghl  it  foraard,  nol  t»  be  intended  to 
aiake  Bank-aetea  a  legal  teader,^  yet  weeA 
aa  near  it  as  te  creeta  great  riak  of  com" 
mitting  grosa  and  flagrant  injottice.  Tbe 
noble  lord  nest  proceeded  to  animadteat 
with  |[real  atrength  of  argameat  and  eb» 
eerration  upon  tbe  danger  of  niakin|p  paper 
a  legal  tend».  Hia  Majeaty'a  mmiateri 
appeared  now  to  be  adopting  meaaares 
which  bad  been  stigmatited  by  all  emi- 
n^iit  aetboritiea  open  such  subjeetaaa  most 
injurioui  teaatate.  .  They  had  determined 
la  iasae  tokena  for  three  sterling  shilliags 
«*-tokena  which,  according  to  the  standard 
▼alue  in  tbe  sterling  abiliings,  would  not 
be  Worth  more  than  3«.  4J.  In  tbia  in* 
atance  he  roust  contend^  that  they  were 
not  satisfied  with  a  depreciated  paper^.  an* 
less  they  accompanied  it  with  a  debaesd 
coin.  If  this  meaaare  were  fit  lo  be 
adopted*  he  should  be  glad  la  know«  why 
the  tokens  were  aot  to  be  iasoed  by  go- 
vernment for  the  profit  of  the  poblte? 
/He  could  see  no  good  reason  why  the 
profit  should  go  to  the  Baak  of  £ogland, 
rather  than  to  the  treaiory.  The  tokens 
were  to  be  prepared  in  the  King's  mint, 
and  under  tbe  immediate  sanction  of  mt^ 
nisters,  and  if  tbe  nation  was  to  take  the 
mischief  of  the  issue,  the  public  was  en- 
titled to  the  profit— He  had  thus  long  de- 
tained their  lordships*  because  he  felt  it 
necessary  to  state  explicitly  his  opinions 
open  tbe  present  measure.  But  he  bad  by 
no  means  eahaosted  the  subject;  be  had 
not  even  expressed  all  the  consideratioos 
which  suggested  themselves  to  his  mind 
apon  the  question.  If  tbe  measure  were 
to  be  persisted  in>  be  sbould  often  have,  to 
addrew  their  lordships  upon  it ;  not  that 
be  was  not  perfectly  aware  how  little  use* 
All  it  was  to  address  their  lordships  upon 
such  occasions ;  bat  because,  feeling  aa  he- 
did  respecting  this  measure,  he  ahould  not 
think  that  he  had  performed  his  duty  if  he: 
frilcd  to  state  his  sentiments. fully.  What- 
ever might  be  the  future  misfortunes  of 
she  counti^  in  oonse^aanca  of  tbeaa  men- 
J  aures»  he  was  suae  thai  be  coald  bear  hie 
proportion  of  them  with  the  fi>ititnde  of  ai 
canscioae  a£  baeiay  disabarged  bw 
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daty  in  eadaavoan  to  apart  theaa:  bni 
when  he  coaaidered  bow  partiaulasly  it 
had  fallen  ander  hia  observation  on  a 
Cbrmev  occaaion  to  watch  the  progreaa  and 
efibots  ef  similar  meamres  ia  that  unhappy 
country,  France,  be  should  be  criminaT 
not  to  use  all  the  means  in  bis  power  to 
j  prevent  tfaair  introduction  into  bis  nativa 
land. 

Tbe  Earl  of  Imrpool  observed,  that  the 
qaestran  beftra  their  lordships  had  beea 
argaad  with  a  view  to  the  ulterior  mea^ 
aarea  which  tbe  noble  earl  who  brooghl 
tbe  present  naeasure  forward  had  in^bie 
cantamplatioa*  For  hia  own  parW  ha 
unshed,  in  any  thing  be  should  feel  it  ne* 
eessary  to  aay  upon  this  Bill,  not  to  ba 
uoderataod  to  give  any  opinion  or  appro* 
batioa  of  these  ukerior  measures.  The 
principle  of  the  Bill  under  coosideratioa 
be  had  certainly  approved  of;  and  when 
first  the  measure  was  opened  to  their  lord* 
ahipa»  be  bad  declared  it  to  be  tbe  beat 
veoaedy  for«  the  evil  ia  the  contemplatiott 
of  the  noble  mover.  And  this  declaration 
be  had  made,  founding  his  opinion  upon 
tbe  principle  of  the  measure  of  i7d7,  that 
it  waa  not  desirable  to  extend  the  principle 
of  legislation  beyond  tbe  necessity  of  the 
ease.  He  had*,  however,  on  that  occasioa* 
conceived  that  it  might  be  better  to  let  the 
question  rest  upon  the  law,  as  it  stood^  be- 
cattfo  be  was  .then  of  opimoa  that  tbe  ex- 
ample mentioaed  by  the  noble  earl  would 
not  be  generally  Collowed.  This  opinion 
of  his  waa  not  founded  upon  any  impi-es- 
sien  that  he  had  any  right  to  inquire  into 
the  precise  degree  of  public  spirit  and 
priooiple  which  individual  might  be  in- 
fluenced by  in  tbe  regulation  of  their  pri- 
vate concerns,  but  because  he  thought  it 
would  not  be  for  the  interest  of  any  indi- 
viduals to  follow  that  example.  The  in- 
terest  of  (andJorda  and  tenants  could  not 
be  separated,  and  ooaseq^ently  any  act 
Uiat  would  bear  hard  upon  the  tenant  must 
be  injurious^to  the  landlord  himself.  If 
the  example  of  the  noble  lord  were  to  be 
foHowed.  generally!,  the  tenants  would  in- 
demnify theoMelves  by  raising  the  prices 
of  tbe  articlea  thev  brought  to  market ; 
bat  if  it  were  not  fidUowed  generally^  tbe 
particulaT'tenant  would  not  have  the  means 
of  iodemivfy  ing  himself  by  a  rise  of  prices, 
and  the  conaequani  injury  be  would  so£br 
wooM  also  be  smSbythe  landlord*  Though 
ha  bad  as  fiast  thaugbt,  that  upon  tbe  whole 
lit  would  be  better  to  leave  tbe  law  aa  it 
steed,,  yet  when  ha  attended  to  the  prin* 
ci^  0$  the;  meaeate  aodat  coaiideratkm. 
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mj  pliet  itt  Mb  Hotofc,  tlie'BHl  for  ex* 
tending  the  rtitriciionipo  Ibe  end  of  the 
war,  aitd  eren  then  (»fideried  the  pro- 
priety of  the  Tirtnal  rMumption^  of  ouh 
peymenli*  Does  the  noble  earl  think 
then,  that  blaine  it  rather  doe  to'me  than 
to  those  ministers  who  now  sit  in  silent 
apathy,  and  see  the  evil  approaching  to  its 
maturitv  with  the  most  perfect  insensibi- 
lity ?  With  regard  to  my  conduct  when 
last  I  held  an  office  in  his  Majesty's  go- 
Ternment,  I  beg  leare  to  remark  that  1 
'Was  from  the  month  of  Febroary  to  thit 
November  following,  engaged  witn  many 
of  my  noble  friends  near  me,  in  endea- 
▼onrs  to  preserve  what  we  considered  to 
be  the  greatest  boon  that  coald  be  obtained 
for  the  people  of  this  coontry,  a  sale  and 
honourable  peac<«  Had  that  event  been 
happily  accomplished,  the  Bank  restric- 
lion  vrould  have  been  conseqaently  at  an 
end.  If  called  on  to  accodnt  for  the  sab- 
•eqnent  fohr  months  which  I  passed  in 
office,  I  am  called  on  to  perform  a  task  of 
which  I  am  not  ashamed.  From  the  mo- 
ment when  I  found  that  a  safe  and  honour- 
able peace  was  not  to  be  obtained,  1  bent 
the  whole  force  of  my  mind  to  prepare^ 
nnd  mature,  a  permanent  system,  which 
by  wise  precauiioniind  provident  arrange- 
ment, might  so  eeonomixe  and  husband 
our  resources^  as  to  enable  us  to  continue 
the  contest^,  not  merely  for  a  few  yean, 
but  to  the  most  di|tant  period.  Without 
any  of  those  extraordinary  exertions  which 
have  since  been  made,  and  in  my  opinion 
for  the  most  impolitic  purposes, this  system 
would  have  operated  in  the  most  benefi- 
cial manner.  I  did  not  forget  that  the 
restriction  was  a  permanent  evil,  but  I 
conceived  that  the  most  efiectnal  mode  of 
dispensing  with  it,  was  to  place  the  go- 
vernment in  such  a  situation  as  to  deprive 
the  Bank  of  the  plea  of  its  necessities  to 
cotttinue4heir  own  profits;  I  know  that  it 
is  not,  as  it  was  said  to  be  declared  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  want  of 
gold  in  which  the  necessity  of  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  restriction  originates.  It  is 
in  the  exigencies  of  the  government,  and 
in  profuse  and  wastefol  expenditure.  To 
supply  those  exigencies,  and  to  support 
that  expenditure,  you  permit  the  Bank  to 
make  unlimited  issues  and  spread  through 
the  country  a  depreciated  currency.  It  is 
for-this  purpose  that  his  Majesty's  subjecu 
are  compelled  in  amount  to  pay  their 
income  tax,  once  to  the  revenue,  and 
twice  to  those  who  profit  by  the  restric- 
tion. '  This  state  of  things  is  now  opeoly 
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avowed  and  defended,  as  aeceisury  to  the 
support  of  goveniittent.    Necessary  it  may 

be,  while  the  tonual  expenditure  is'  90 
mHlion  sterling;  but  that  is  an  expenditor# 
which  it  is  absurd  in  the  highest  degree  to 
imagine  you  can  maiatam.  However 
gratefol  to  your  wishes  or  flattering  to 
your  pride,  yon  teust  at  length  renounce 
this  vain  idea.  With  all  my  respect  for 
thelogicalaculeness  of  the  noble  loTd  near 
me,  I  do' not  think  he  has  acted  up  to  hia 
own  sense  of  the  utility  of  definition  in  hie 
explanation  of  paper  at  par,  and  paper 
under  a  depreciation.  Neither  do  I  agree 
with  him,  that  bankers  are  excluaiveiy  the 
true  judges  of'  its  real  value.  I  consider 
a  paper  currency  to  be  depreciated  whea 
in  the  transaction  between  man  and  man, 
less  gold  is  given  for  the  paper  than  that 
paper  promises  to  pay,  and  that  in-  proper* 
tion  to  the  difference  betwuen  the  sum 
promised  as  to  the  sum  thus  P^id,  is  the 
extent  of  that  depreciation.  The  noble 
and  learned  lord  has  put  an  extreme  case, 
equally  applicable  to  all  periods,  and  Jias 
said,  that  if  gold  was  required  to  the  fol^ 
filment  of  all  contracts,  it  could  not  poa- 
sibly  be  procured.  There  never,  however, 
was  a  time,  and  I  am  ready  to  establish 
the  fact,  when  there  was  more  or  even  90 
much  gold  in  the  country  as  at  the  present 
period.  No  difficulty  is  experienced  in 
obtaining  any  quantity,  as  stated  in  the 
evidence  before  a  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  if  the  price  is  onlv  .ofiered. 
We  were  formerly  accustomed  to  draw 
our  supplies  from  foreign  countries,  not 
always  well  disposed  to  us,  and  sometimes 
in  open  hostility.  The  demand  for  gold,  as 
will  wer  be  the  case,  was  still,  notwith- 
standing the  hazard  and  difficulty,  more 
or  less  supplied.  You  have  now  nree  ac- 
oess  to  the  countries  which  produce  fold, 
you  are.  the  masters  of  the  seas,  you  pur- 
sue the  trade  without  the  slightest  inter- 
ruption from  any  state,  and  the  conse- 
quence is,  that  you  both  import  and  ex- 
port in  larger  quantities  than  at  any  ante- 
cedent period.  It  is  to  a  destructi  ve  policy 
alone  that  the  evil  mus|  be  attributed.  It 
has  advanced  slowly,  progressively  in- 
creasing, like  the  Mississippi  and  South* 
Sea  schemci,  and,  like  them,  if  not  checked, 
it  must  end  in  the  most  extensive  ruin  and 
calamity:  My  lords,  it  has  often  fallen  to 
my  lot  to  point  out  the  inevitable  results  of 
the  issue  of  the  asssignats  in  France.  How 
little  did  I  then  imaffine,  that,  in  the  de* 
scription  I  then  gave,  1  was  but  anticipating 
what,  in  the  cowae  of  twenty  ytarsy,woiiM . 
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the  adTMUif*  of  the  public.  U»  riMwU 
i^eyer  have  mid  tbii,  biit  that  ihf  words  m 
fatisftctorily  explained  bad  been  uaedf 
and  this  led  him  to  tlie  answer  to  the 
question  of  bis  noble  relatire  (lord  Gren* 
▼ille)  ''what  he  meant  to  do  with  the 
small  transactions  ?"  In  reply  to  this 
question^  he  had  to  state  a  fact  which,  he 
was  persnadedy  woold  give  their  lordships 
satismction.  He  had,  after  many  years 
of  application,  at  much  ezpence,  and  with 
the  assistance  of  the  ablest  artists,  disco- 
vered an  effectual  mode  of  preventing  the 
forgery  of  lyink  notes.  It  was  a  thing 
hitherto  thought  impossible,  but  he  had 
discovered  the  means  of  striking  off  a  mil- 
lion of  plates,  aU  of  them  proofs;  and 
when  he  had  it  complete,  be  should  give 
the  invention  gratis  to  the  Bank  for  the 
public  good.  When  he  came  down  to 
the  House,  he  imagined  that  ministers 
would  have  thrown  out  his  Bill ;  but  the 
arguments  of  his  noble  friends  against  it 
had  made  converts  of  them,  a  task  which 
he  could  not  accomplish;  so  he  had  to 
/eturn  them  thanks,  right  and  left. 

A  division  then  took  place. 

For  the  second  reading......*..36 

Against  it • 12 

Majority • ft-^4 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 

,  Protrst  against  the  '  G01.D  Coin 
Bill.]  The.fotlowing  Protest  was  entered 
upon  the  Journals: 
'*  Dissentient, 
«'  Because  we  think  it  the  duty  of  this 
House  to  mark  in  the  first  instance  with 
the  most  decided  reprobation,  aBill,  which 
,io  our  judgment  manifestly  leads  to  the 
iatroduction  of  laws,  imposing  upbn  the 
country  the  compulsory  circulation  of  a 
Paper  Currency ;  a  measure  fraught  with 
injustice,  destructive  of  all  confidence  in 
the  legal  security  of  contracts,  and  as  in- 
variable experience  has  shewn,  neces- 
sarily productive  of  the  most  fatal  cali^mi- 
mities :  Gkenvillb. 

Essex. 

Jbrsst. 

Grxy. 

Lansdownb. 

COWPBE. 

King. 

Laudbrdale. 
.  *'  For  the  reason  assigned  on  the  other 
tide,  and  because  the  repeal  of  the  law  for 
suspending  Bank  payments  in  cash  is 
in  my  judgment  the  only  measure  which 
<^aa  cure  the  inconveniencies  already  felt, 
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aud  avert  the  yet  gteatbr  criamitiea  which 
are  impending  from  the  present  state  of. 
th^  circolatton  of  the  country. 

VASSALIf'^ilOLlAND." 


BOUSB  op  LORDS. 


Tkunda^,  July  4. 

Gold  Coin  and  Bank  Note  Bill.] 
Earl  Sumhope  moved  the  order  of  the  day, 
for  going  into  a  Committee  on  this  Bill. 

The  Marquis  of  Lamdcfumc  said,  as  it 
was  probable  he  might  not  be  able  to 
attend  the  future  stages  of  the  Bill,  he 
wished  to  say  a  few  words  now    upon 
this  very  important  subject.    The  object 
of  the  Bill  which    his  noble  friend  had 
proposed,  though  not  absolutely  to  matke 
the  notes  of  tne  Bank    of  l!ngland    m 
le^al    tender,    yet   went   near    to    that 
point,  inasmuch  as  it  made  it  compul- 
sory to  receive  them,  and  he  trusted  their 
lordships  would  pause  before  they  sanc- 
tioned a  prii^ciple,  by  acting  upon  which 
so  much  mischief  had  been  produced  in 
other  countries,  when  they  had  no  secu- 
rity against  the  recurrence  of  similar  mis- 
chiefs in   this  country,  flowing  from  the 
adoption  of  the  same  principles,  and  when 
they  had  no  proof  that  'such  a  measure 
weuid  be  beneficial  here,  which  had  only 
been  mischievous  elsewhere.     He  under- 
stood that  the    Amendments  to  the  Bill, 
which  it  was  intended  to  propose  by  noble 
Lords  on  the  other  side,  would  have  all 
the  effect  of  milking  the  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  England  a  legal  tender.    His   nobl^ 
friend  had,  he  thought,  on  a  former  even* 
ing,  taken  an  erroneous  view  of  the  sub* 
ject,  when  he  stated,  that  the  only  objec- 
tion to  making  Bank-notes  a  legal  tender, 
was  the  impossibility  of  discovering  whe- 
ther or  not  they  were  forged.    The  objec- 
tion to  making  a  paper  currency  a  leeal 
tender  was,  that  there  was  no  security 
against  an  excessive  issue,  and  therefbra 
no   security    against    depreciation*      If 
horses  were  made  a  legal  tender  it  was 
known  that  they  could  not  be  bred  beyond 
a  obtain  number ;  if  wool  was  made  a 
legal  tender  it  was  known  that  it  could  not 
be  grown  beyond  a  certain  amount,  but  if 
paper  were  made  a  legal  tender,  there  was 
no  limit  to  its  issue,  and  no  one  could  tell 
to  what  amount  it  might  be  issued.  Where 
was  the  security  to  be  found  ?  they  would 
be  investing  the  directors  of  the  sank  of 
England  with  a  power  of  increasing  to 
any  amount  the  currency  of  the  country, 
with  a  power  which  they  had  never  en- 


OMtMkmdBmkNbltma. 


esq 

trsitedlothe  ministers  of  the  cfown— to 
those  who  were  responsible  to  pau'liameQt 
fi>r  their  conduGt>-«-but  which  wovld  now 
be  entmsted  to  persons  who  were  not  re*^ 
sponsible  to  the  iegislatare  or  to  the  pub* 
lie.  Was  the  secnrity  to  be  found  in  the 
discretion  of  the  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  England  ?  Upon  this  point  it  was 
proTed  that  those  directors  were  com* 
pietely  et  Tariance  as  to  the  efiect  pro* 
dnoed  by  the  issue  of  their  paper  currency» 
and  therefore,  of  course,  as  to  the  amount 
to  which  it  ought  to  be  issued  }  Was  it  to 
be  found  in  the  interests  of  thedtrectoca^ 
On  the  contrary*  thrir  interests  were  A- 
rectly  aC  yariance  with  those  of  the  public^ 
they  baring  a  duty  which  they  owed  to 
their  constituents^  the  body  of  proprietors, 
and  which  was  quite  incompatible  with 
the  interest  of  the  public,  as  to  the  issue 
of  a  paper  currency.  If,  then,  they  had 
sio  security  either  in  the  nature  of  the 
thing  its^,  or  in  the  discretion,  or  the  in- 
esrests  of  those  who  were  to  be  entrusted 
with  the  sssue  of  this  paper  currency,  how 
could  they,  upon  any  principle  of  policy, 
attempt  to  ibrce  the  circulation  ef  a  cur- 
rency uader  such' circumstances,  and  with 
the  example  before  them  of  other  coun- 
tries, in  which  such  conduct  had  uniformly 
produced  the  most  mischierous  conse- 
qoences?—- He  was  aware  (hat  great  alarm 
■ad  been  excited,  in  cbnseqoeiioe  of  what 
had  been  stated  by  his  nc!ble  friend,  and 
which  had  led  him  to  propose  thiH  mea- 
sure, and  he  admitted  that  it  would  not  be 
expedient  for  parliament  to  separate  with- 
out adopting  some  measure.— -But  that 
measure  ought  to  be,  in  his  opinion,  some 
recognition  of  those  general  principles 
upon  which  a  safe  ana  proper  paper  cur- 
rency ought  to  rest,  and  not  a  Bill  like  the 
present,  which  must  necessarily  lead  to 
other  measures  <lf  the  most  destractiTe 
tendency.  The  good  sense  of  the  public 
bad  induced  them  to  take  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  England  at  their  nominal  value, 
because  they  had  the  security  that  they 
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might  refuse  them  ;    but  if  once  the  re-  -admitted,  that  in  the  case  of  a  mortgage 


ceiving  them  was  rendered  compulsory, 
there  was  no  security  against  unlimited 
<lepreciation.  It  was  impossible,  therefore, 
he  conid  consent  lo  the  present  Bill.  If 
however  it  was  determinned  to  persist  in 
it,  be  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  propose  a 
clause  in  the  Committee,  to  limit  the  issue 
of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  to 
their  present  amount.  He  could  not  flo 
tbe  length  of  some  of  his  noble  friends. 


expedient  that  tbe  Bank  should  imme* 
diately  pay  in  gold.  He  certainly  thought 
that  f^old  might  bo  obtained  in  sufficient 
quantity,  and  that  there  appeared  but 
little  in  the  country,  because  owing  to  the 
extent  of  tlie  paper  currency,  there  was 
little  demand  for  it.  There  was  plenty  of 
gold  and  silver  in  France,  because  nothing 
else  was  taken  in  payment,  and  therefore 
the  demand  for  it  was  great.  We  had  in 
this  country  great  quantities  of  colonial 
produce  and  manufhctures,  that  he  saw  no 
reason  why  we  might  not  also  obtain 
plenty  of  gold,  if  there  was  a  demand  for 
It.  He  did  not,  however,  think  it  would  be 
expedient  suddenly  to  compel  payment  in 
specie.  Such  a  sudden  shock  would  pro^ 
duee  injurious  eflSscts,  in  the  immediate 
faill  in  the  price  of  every  commodity, 
which  would  be  ruinous  to  individuals. 
The  only  safe  mode  would,  he  conceived, 
be  to  resort  gradually  to  payments  in 
specie,  and  gradually  to  restore  the  former 
circulating  medium.  He  felt  it,  therefore, 
his  duty  to  oppose  this  Bill  going  into  a 
Committee,  but  if  it  was  persisted  in,  he 
should  4eel  it  incumbent  oh  him  to  move  a 
clause  to  be  added  to  it,  enacting  that  the 
issue  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England 
should  not  be  increased  beyond  theamouat 
on  the  Ist  of  this  month.  This,  he  con* 
ceived  to  be  at  aH  events,  absolutely  ne» 
cessary,  as  some  security  against  tbe  ex- 
cessive issue  of  their  notes,  and  their  con- 
sequent unlimited  depreciation. 

Earl  Stanhope  contended  that  his  Bill 
did  not  go  to  render  it  compulsory  to  re- 
ceive Bank  notes,  and  observed  tKat  such 
a  proposition,  and  that  contained  in  the 
Bill,  were  essentially  difierent.  Was  there 
no  difference  between  a  man  being  corn*. 
pelled  to  take  a  Bank  note,  and  his  having 
the  right  to  refuse  it,  merely  being  tolct^ 
that  if  he  did  take  it,  and  thereby  no- 
knowleg^  the  Bank  who  issued  it,  lo  bo 
solvent,  he  must  take  it  at  the  value  ex- 
pressed in  it.  The  ol^ect  of  his  Bill  was 
to  prevent  injustice.    Would  it  not  bo 


upon  an  estate,  the  estate  moat  pay  the 
interest  of  the  mortgage  before  the  pro« 
prietor  touched  a  shilling  of  the  rent  for 
bis  own  use.  Was  not,  in  the  case  of 
money  borrowed  by  the  public,  tbe  whole 
landed  property  of  the  country  pledged 
to  the  payment  of  the  public  creditor? 
Was  it  just,  then,  that  the  public  creditor 
shoold  be  compelled,  as  he  was  to  receive 
Bank  notes  in  payment  of  his  dividend 


whom  he  highly  respected,  in  thinking  it   at  tbe  foil  value  expressed  in  them»  that 
(VOL.XX0  ,     I     (5  B) 
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alone  to  be  cooatdered  ?  Why,  the  private 
Banks  had  doobled  since  1798,  and  now 
there  existed  the  extraordinary  number  of 
7^  prirate  Banks,  all  issntng  as  much 
paper  as  they  could  possibly  circulate. 
Whenever  the  notes  of  any  country  were 
withdrawn  from  circulation  iaany  number^ 
then  the  effect  was,  that  the  value  of  those 
which  were  left  increased.  This  was  the 
case  in  the  Nortti  American  colonies,  and 
it  was  the  same  in  the  reign  of  king  WiU 
Jiam,  as  he  should  afterwards  shew.  He 
was  anxious  to  know  whether  ministers 
really  approved  of  this  Bill.  Could  they 
figure  to  themselves  any  advantage  from 
it  ?  Who  was  it  that  they  wished  to  re- 
lieve ?  Was  it  the  tenanU  ?  Why,  the 
noble  lord  was  perfectly  willing  to  receive 
Bank-notes  at  their  present  value  com- 
pared with  the  coin  of  the  country.  So 
far,  then,  they  would  circulate  as  before. 
But  were  this  law  to  pass,  he  had  not  a 
doubt  that  it  would  not  only  diminish  the 
number  of  Bank  notes,  but  also  depre<^iate 
them.  He  realty  thought  that  the  only 
object  of  his  noble  friend,  in  proposins^  this 
measure,  was  to  feel  (he  pulse  of  the  House 
and  of  the  country,  on  the  subject.  The 
noble  lord  had  asked,  whether  this  was  not 
a  new  state  of  things  ?  No:  at  the  latter 
end  of  the  last  century,  circumstances  al- 
most exactly  similar  occurred.  In  the 
year  \695,  men  were  going  about  pur- 
chasing notes  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
iheir  debts ;  and  after  they  had  collected 
a  great  nyimber  at  a  depreciated  value, 
ihey  brought  them  forward,  and  paid 
them  to  their  creditors,  who  were  obliged 
to  receive  them  at  their  full  aknount,  or  to 
go  without  any  part  of  their  demand.  In 
probf  of  this  the  noble  earl  read  an  extract 
from  Mr.  Drake's  account,  in  1099,  of  the 
attempts  made  at  the  above  period  to  dimi- 
nish tne  value  of  bank  notes.  He  con- 
tended that  two  species  of  circulating 
medil^m.  could  never  exist  at  the  same  time 
in  equal  credit ;  for  if  one  rose  in  value,  the 
other  must  be  depreciated ;  and  if  fold 
rose,'  paper^  which  was  to  represent  it,  if 
it  once  lost  the  confidence  of  those  who 
were  to  receive  it,  must  sink  in  the  same 
proportion  as  the  other  rose  in  value.  This 
was  the  case  in  France  when  the  louis  in 

fold  was  worth  1300  assignats  in  paper. 
Fothlng  could  be  more  wretched  and 
iniserabie  than  the  situation  of  the  people 
under  these  circumstances ;  notwithstand- 
ing which,  no  sooner  was  the  whole  of 
the  paper  swept  away  from  the  face  of  the 
Coyntrj,  which  it  was  in  the  space  of  one 


day,  than  from  that  moment,  Jhe  very 
same  country,  from  being  greatly  dis- 
tressed became  highly  flourishing,  by 
getting  rid  of  a  set  of  wicked  and  merce- 
nary individuals,  who  delighted  to  make 
their  own  fortunes  npon  the  nrin  and 
misery  of  the  pnblic  at  large.  Many  ar- 
guments bad  been  urged  to  shew  that  the 
credits  of  the  Bank  of  iicotland  were  eimf* 
lar  to  those  proposed  to  be  introduced  by 
the  present  Bill;  but  he  denied  that  any 
proof  had  been  adduced  in  support  of  these 
assertions;  and  he  was  sorry  to  observe, 
that  for  want  of  more  substantial  argu- 
ments, nriniflterB  had  been  driven  to  resort 
to  that  miserable  one,  that  the  last  mtnia* 
ters,  who  were  only  in  office  one  year,  had 
not  taken  any  step  to  remedy  the  grievance 
that  was  now  so  loudly  complained  of.  It 
was^  extremelv  un&ir  to  urge  aoch  an 
argument  In  their  own  defence ;  becansa 
they  w«11  knew  that  the  late  ministers  were, 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  time  ihey 
were  in  office,  engaged  in  a  negociatioa 
for  peace;  which  had  they  succeeded  in 
efll^tng,  wonid  have  pnt  an  end  to  the 
Bank  restriction.  Had  they  continued  in 
office  longer  than  they  did,  he  was  con- 
vinced they  would  have  shewn  their  seal 
for  the  interests  of  the  country,  by  attend* 
ing,  in  the  most  serious  and  eflbctive  man- 
ner, to  thia  most  important  and  desirabit 
measure  of  causing  the  Bank  to  resume 
their  payments  in  specie. — ^Before  be  nt 
down  he  would  conjure  miniaters  maturely 
to  consider  the  nature  of  the  measure  they 
were  now  about  to  adopt.  He  knew  vary 
well  that  the  noble  earl  who  brought  for* 
ward  this  Bill  was  possessed  of  great  inge* 
nuity;  but  be  did  not  seem  to  have  stn* 
died  the.  nature  and  extent  of  its  provi* 
aions.  Could  they  bring  forward  an  effeo 
tual  remedy  ?  No ;  the  only  way  they 
could  do  it  would  be  to  make  Bank  notes  a 
legal  tender— a  measure  which  he  believed 
no  man  would  venture  to  bring  forward, 
either  in  that  House  or  the  other,  without 
a  great  risk  of  being  called  to  the  severest 
account.  The  noble  earls  in  his  letter  tm 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  had  assimilated  the 
pledges  of  the  Bank  to  be  irifen  by  thb 
Bill,  to  those  which  were  in  force  relative 
to  the  royal  Bank  of  Scotland ;  hot  nothing 
could  be  more  difibrent ;  tor  in  Scotland 
there  was  not  a  bank-note  in  circulation 
which  the  Bank  was  not  obliged  to  pay  in 
cash  whenever  it  should  be  demanded.  To 
this  had  been  owiog  the  very  great  im- 
provements in  that  country,  and  the  reason 
why  the  rents  there  had  in  the  same  spao^ 
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of  time  riien  to  a  mach  higher  state  than 
they  had  done  ia  England.  Speaking  of 
the  argomeni  of  the  noble  earl  (B^tbunt^ 
as  to  the  injiistice  with  which  he  had 
charged  his  noble  friend  (lord  King^  of  act- 
ing towards  his  tenantry,  his  lordship 
declered,  he  never  heard  such  nonsense. 
He  fell  ashamed  of  the  House  when  he 
reflected  on  the  mode  in  which  the  ques- 
tion  had  beea  urged.  Ministers  bed 
adopted  a  measure,  for  which  they  had 
not  been  able  to  advance  a  single  argu* 
ment,  except  that  of  condemning  an  iudi- 
Tidoal  fer  pursuing  a  course  with  respect 
10  his  own  propertyi  which  the  law  most 
fully  and  directly  sanctioned. 

U>rd  Rtdadidt  ^A,  if  every  landlord 
in  the  country  were  to  insist  on  his  tenants 
pey  ing  their  rent  in  gold,  they  might  very 
soon  come  to  the  point  of  asking  two  hun- 
dred for  one,  because  ibr  the  tenants  to 
obtain  gold  would  be  impossible.  The 
noble  lord  said^  that  the  statute  of  Edward 
•  apf^ed  only  to  gold  and  silver,  and  not 
to  any  other  circulating  medium.  If  the 
noble  earl  persisted  in  the  present  Bill, 
and  it  should  be  adopted,  it  might  be  ne- 
cessary  to^  introduce  the  words  of  that  sta- 
tute, end  make  them  applicable  to  paper. 
The  act  of  parliameut,  wbich  ia  1707  laid 
the  restriction  on  the  Bank»  made  paper 
the  same  as  gold,  with  respect  to  debtt 
and  public  credit;  and,  whether  the  le- 
gieiaiure  were  right  or  wrong  in  that  mea- 
•use,  be  thought  that  having  said  so,  it 
now  became  the  duty  of  parliament  to 
protect  the  people  in  what  had  been  done. 
Coin  had  been  some  how  or  other  driven 
from  the  country ;  and  if  tenants  could 
not  get  gold  to  pay  their  rents^  ibey  must 
be  protected  from  being  forced  out  of 
their  farms,  for  not  i>eing  able  to  eftci 
impossibilitiea.  The  plan  proposed  by 
the  Bill  was,  that  bank-notes  should  l>e 
protected  from  depreciation,  as  gold  was 
by  the  stetute  of  Edward  6»  that  no  man 
snail  be  compelled  to  take  such  notes; 
but  if  ihey  did  take  them,  it  should  not  be 
for  less  then  a  pound.  He  did  not  think 
the  taords  of  the  Bill  would  have  that 
e&ct ;  yet  the  stete  of  things  required  that 
sense  provision  should  be  made  against  the 
caiatiog  difl^culties  and  inconveniences, 
aod  be  should  therefore  give  his  support 
<o  the  Bill. 

Lord  Qrmmlk  rose  and  aaid :  My  Lords, 
in  addressing  you  on  this  occasion,  it  ispain- 
fal  to  flse  te  observe,  that  1  cannot  remem- 
ber in  the  coune  of  my  life  to  have  ever 
the  nainistera  of  thie  coamry  placed 


in  so  disgraceful  a  situttiop  as  that  in  which 
they  appear  this  night.  Whatever  may 
be  the  variety  of  opinions  enteruined 
upon  this  subject  by  different  personii^ 
there  is  i^o  man  in  the  community  who 
does  not  feel  that  this  is  by  far  the  most 
imporunt  question  in  thb  Whole  circle  of 
the  political  interests  of  the  empire,  t 
know  that  the  House  of  Commons  has 
already,  by  coming  to  ceatein  Reaolutions, 
expressed  their  belief  that  by  so  resolving* 
they  had  set  this  question  entirely  at  rest. 
If  the  dangers,  indeed,  which  bein|f  set  be* 
fore  the  view  of  that  House,  were  intended 
to  be  counteracted  by  these  Resolutions, 
had  been  purely  visionary,  the  object  had 
been  perhaps  accomplisned.  But  if,  on 
the  contrary,  we  have  now^  practical  test 
of  the  reality  of  the  danger — if  the  pre> 
dictions  of  those  who  pointed  it  out  have 
been  since  completely  verified-— if  in 
every  day,  and  every  succeeding  hour* 
the  evil  is  increasing--i-we  have  a  manifesta- 
tion of  the  futility  of  the  supposition  that 
the  vote  of  the  House  of  Commons  would 
put  a  period  to  the  discussion.  I  did  not 
feel  disappointment,  my  Lords,  for  it  was 
what  I  expected,  though  I  confess  it  was 
wiih  a  sentiment  of  indignation  that  I 
found  only  one  of  his  Majesty's  ministers 
rise  on  this  occasion  ;  and  that  he»  de- 
clining all  enquiry,  ail  examination  into 
the  state  of  the  alledged  depreciation  of 
the  currency,  should  confine  his  whole 
answer  to  an  itttack  on  the  private  conduct 
of  my  noble  friend*  Provided  men  sinned 
not  against  the  laws— provided  they  made 
the  laws  the  rule  of  their  conduct — it  was 
an  ancient  maxim  of  wholesome  govern- 
ment to  permit  them  to  act,  under  all  cir- 
cumstancei,  by  their  own  discretion,  and 
not  to  interfere  in  any  manner,  by  regu- 
lations of  any  kind,  or  authority  of  any 
description,  to  debar  them  from  the  right 
of  exercising  their  free  and  unbiassed 
judgment.  It  was  left  to  the  period  of  the 
French  Revolution,  it  w^s  left  for  Robes- 
piere,  for  the  Jdcobin  Club,  and  for  the 
present  ministers,  to  pronounce  upon  the 
private  actions  of  indi victuals,  and  to  deter- 
mine whether  they  deserved  the  character 
of  civism  or  incivism.  My  Lords,  if  men 
are  to  be  governed  by  rules,  those  rules 
ought  to  be  clearly  expressed  and  gene- 
rally understood,  not  left  to  the  interpre* 
tetion  of  political  parties.  In  alluding  to 
my  noble  friend  and  relation  (lord  King), 
I  am  sore  that  the  censures  applied  to  bis 
conduct  were  most  immerited.  I  knew 
and  lova  the  ebaracler  of  that  noble  lord  ; 
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alone  Co  be  considered  ?  Why,  the  private 
Banks  had  doobled  since  17U8«  and  now 
there  existed  the  extraordinary  nuofib^r  of 
72^  private  Banks,  all  isnaing  as  much 
paper  at  they  could  possibly  circulate. 
Whenever  the  notes  of  any  country  were 
withdrawn  from  circulation  iaany  number, 
then  the  effect  was,  that  the  value  of  those 
which  were  left  increased.  This  was  the 
case  in  the  Nortli  American  colonies,  and 
it  was  the  same  in  the  reign  of  king  Wil- 
liam, as  he  should  afterwards  shew.  He 
was  anxious  to  know  whether  ministers 
really  approved  of  this  Bill.  Could  they 
figure  to  themselves  any  advantage  from 
it  ?  Who  was  it  that  they  wished  to  re- 
lieve ?  Was  it  the  tenants  ?  Why,  the 
noble  lord  was  perfectly  willing  to  receive 
Bank-notes  at  their  present  value  com- 
pared with  the  coin  of  the  country.  So 
far,  then,  they  would  circulate  as  before. 
But  were  this  law  to  pass,  he  bad  not  a 
doubt  that  it  would  not  only  diminish  the 
number  of  Bank  notes,  but  also  depre<^iate 
them.  He  really  thought  that  the  only 
object  of  his  noble  friend,  in  propostni^  thia 
measure,  was  to  feel  the  pulse  of  the  House 
and  of  the  country,  on  the  subject.  The 
noble  lord  had  asked,  whether  this  was  not 
anew  state  of  things?  No:  at  the  latter 
end  of  the  last  century,  circumstances  al- 
most  exactly  simitar  occurred.  In  the 
year  1695,  men  were  going  about  pur- 
chasing notes  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
their  debts ;  and  after  they  had  collected 
a  great  number  at  a  depreciated  value, 
they  brought  them  forward,  and  paid 
them  to  their  creditors,  who  were  obliged 
to  receive  them  at  their  full  atnount,  or  to 
go  without  any  part  of  their  demand.  In 
probf  of  this  the  noble  earl  read  an  extract 
from  Mr.  Drake's  account,  in  1699*  of  the 
attempts  made  at  the  above  period  to  dimi- 
nish the  value  of  bank  notes.  He  con* 
tended  that  two  species  of  circulating 
medium,  could  never  exist  at  the  same  time 
in  equal  credit ;  for  if  one  rose  in  value,  the 
other  must  be  depreciated ;  and  if  gold 
rose,  paper,  which  was  to  represent  it,  if 
It  once  lost  the  confidence  of  those  who 
were  to  receive  it,  must  sink  in  the  same 
proportion  as  the  other  rose  in  value.  This 
was  the  case  in  France  when  the  loais  in 
sold  was  worth  J  200  assignats  in  paper. 
rTothlne  could  be  more  wretched  and 
biiseraole  than  the  situation  of  the  people 
under  these  circumstances ;  notwithstand- 
ing which,  no  sooner  was  the  whole  of 
the  paper  swept  away  from  the  face  of  the 
toyniry^  which  it  was  in  the  space  of  one 
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day,  than  from  that  moment,  |he  ▼ery 
same    country,    from  being  greatly  dis* 
tressed    became    highly  ilourishtng»    by 
getting  rid  of  a  set  of  wicked  and  merce- 
nary individuals,  who  delighted  to  make 
their  own   fortunes  upon  the   ruin    suid 
misery  of  the  public  at  large.     Many  ar- 
guments had  been  urged  to  shew  that  the 
credits  of  the  Bank  of  iicotland  were  ainoi* 
iar  to  those  proposed  to  be  introduced  by 
the  present  Bill;    but  he  denied  that  any 
proof  had  been  adduced  in  support  of  these 
assertions;    and  he  was  sorry  to  observe, 
that  for  want  of  more  substantial  argn* 
ments,  ministers  bad  been  driven  to  resort 
to  that  miserable  one,  that  thelast  minis- 
ters, who  were  only  in  office  one  year,  had 
not  taken  any  step  to  remedy  the  grievance 
that  was  now  so  loudly  complained  of.     It 
was j  extremely  mifair  to  urge  such  aa 
argument  in  their  own  defence ;  becaaae 
they  w^ll  knew  that  the  late  ministers  were, 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  Ume  they 
were  in  office,  etigaged  in  a  negociation 
for  peace;  which  had  they  succeeded  in 
efitoing,  would  have  put  an  end  to  the 
Bank  restriction.    Ran  they  continoed  in 
office  longer  than  they  did,  he  was  con- 
vinced they  would  have  shewn  their  sea} 
for  the  interests  of  the  countiy,  by  attend- 
ing, in  the  most  serioasand  efibcttve  man- 
ner, to  this  roost  important  and  desjrable 
measure  of  causing  the  Bank  to  resume 
their  payments  in  specie. — ^Before  he  sat 
down  he  would  conjure  ministers  maturely 
to  consider  the  nature  of  the  measure  they 
were  now  about  to  adopt.    He  knew  vary 
well  that  the  noble  earl  who  brought  for- 
ward this  Bill  was  poaseased  of  great  inge* 
nuity;  but  he  did  not  seem  to  have  stu* 
died  the  nature  and  extent  of  its  provi* 
sions.   Could  they  bring  forward  an  efiec* 
tual  remedy  ?   No ;  the  only  way  they 
could  do  it  would  be  to  make  Bank  notes  a 
legal  tender— a  measure  which  he  believed 
no  man  would  venture  to  bring  forward, 
either  in  that  House  or  the  other,  withooC 
a  great  risk  of  belna  called  to  the  severest 
account.    The  noble  earls  in  his  letter  te 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  had  assimilated  the 
pledges  of  the  Bank  to  be  given  by  this 
Bill,  to  those  which  were  in  force  relative 
to  the  royal  Bank  of  Scotland ;  but  nothing 
could  be  more  difibrent ;  for  in  Scotland 
there  was  not  a  bank«note  in  circulation 
which  the  Bank  was  not  obliged  to  pay  in 
cash  whenever  it  should  be  demanded.  To 
this  had  been  owidg  the  very  great  im- 
provements m  that  country,  and  the  reason 
why  the  rents  there  had  in  the  same  spad 
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of  dflM  riaen  to  a.  much  higher  tUta  than 
they  had  done  ia  England.  Speaking  of 
the  argument  of  the  noble  earl  (Qathurtt^ 
as  to  the  injustice  with  which  he  had 
charged  his  noble  friend  (lord  King)  of  act- 
ing towards  his  tenantry,  his  lordship 
declared,  he  never  heard  such  nonsense. 
He  felt  ashamed  of  the  House  when  he 
reflected  on  the  mode  in  which  the  ques- 
tion  had  been  urged.  Ministers  bad 
adopted  a  measure,  for  which  they  had 
not  been  able  to  advance  a  single  argu* 
nent,  except  that  of  condemninff  an  iQdi- 
▼idnal  for  pursuing  a  course  with  respect 
to  his  own  property,  which  the  law  most 
fully  and  directly  sanctioned. 

Lord  RedadaU  said,  if  every  landlord 
in  the  country  were  to  insist  on  bis  tenants 
pey  ing  their  rent  in  gold,  they  might  very 
soon  come  to  the  point  of  asking  two  bun* 
dred  for  one,  because  for  tbe  tenants  to 
obtain  gold  would  be  iknpossible.  The 
noble  lord  said^  that  the  statute  of  Edward 
i  api^lied  only  to  /gold  and  siWer,  and  not 
to  any  other  circulating  medium.  If  the 
noble  earl  persisted  in  the  present  Bill, 
and  it  should  be  adopted,  it  might  be  ne- 
cessary  to  introduce  the  words  of  that  sta- 
tate,  and  make  them  applicable  to  paper. 
The  act  of  parliameut,  which  ia  1797  laid 
the  resuiotioo  on  the  Bank,  made  paper 
the  same  as  gold,  with  respect  to  debu 
and  public  credit;  and,  whether  the  le- 
gislature were  right  or  wrtong  in  that  mea- 
sute,  be  thought  ihat  having  said  so,  it 
now  became  the  doty  of  parliament  to 
protect  the  people  in  what  had  been  done. 
Coin  had  been  some  how  or  other  driven 
from  the  country ;  and  if  tenants  could 
not  get  gold  to  pay  their  rents,  they  must 
be  protected  from  l>eing  forced  out  -of 
their  farms,  for  not  .t>eing  able  to  eftct 
impoasibilitiee.  The  plan  proposed  by 
the  Bill  was,  that  iMok-notes  should  be 
protected  from  depreciation,  as  gold  was 
by  tbe  sutute  of  Edward  6,  that  no  man 
shall  be  compelled  to  take  such  notes; 
but  if  they  did  take  them,  it  should  not  be 
(sr  less  than  a  pound.  He  did  not  think 
tbe  words  of  the  Bill  would  have  that 
eftct ;  yet  the  sute  of  things  required  that 
semis  provision  should  be  made  against  the 
enisting  difficulties  and  inconveniences, 
and  he  should  therefore  give  his  support 
to  the  Bill. 

Lord  Qrrwmilk  rose  and  said :  My  Lords, 
in  addressing  you  on  this  occasion,  it  ispain« 
ful  to  me  to  oliserve,  ihat  1  cannot  remem- 
ber  in  the  course  <kf  my  life  to  have  ever 
eeen  the  minisure  of  thia  coontry  placed 


in  so  disgraceful  a  situatiop  as  that  in  which 
they  appear  this  night.  Whatever  may 
be  the  variety  of  opinions  entertained 
upon  this  subject  by  difierent  persom^ 
there  is  no  man  in  the  community  who 
does  hot  mel  that  this  is  by  far  the  most 
important  question  in  tbb  Whole  circle  of 
the  political  interests  of  the  empire.  I 
know  that  Uie  House  of  Commons  bee 
already,  by  coming  to  ceslain  Resolutions, 
expressed  their  belief  that  by  so  resolving, 
they  had  set  this  question  entirely  at  rest* 
If  the  dangers,  indeed,  which  being  set  be- 
fore the  view  of  that  House,  were  intended 
to  be  counteracted  by  these  BesolutionSa 
bad  been  purely  visionary,  the  ot^ect  had 
been  perhaps  accomplished.  But  if,  on 
the  contrary,  we  have  now^  practical  test 
of  the  reality  of  the  danger — if  the  pre- 
dictions of  those  who  pointed  it  out  have 
been  since  completely  verified-— if  in 
every  day,  and  every  succeeding  hour, 
the  evil  is  uicreasing-«-we  have  a  manifesta- 
tion of  the  futility  of  the  supposition  that 
the  vote  of  the  House  of  Commons  would 
put  a  period  to  the  discassion.  I  did  not 
feel  disappointment,  my  Lords,  for  it  was 
what  I  expected,  though  I  confess  it  was 
with  a  sentiment  of  indignation  that  I 
found  only  one  of  his  Majesty's  ministers 
rise  on  this  occasion  ;  and  tbat  he,  de- 
clining all  enquiry,  all  examination  into 
the  state  of  the  alledged  depreciation  of 
the  currency,  should  confine  his  whole 
al^wer  to  an  Attack  on  the  private  conduct 
of  my  noble  friend.  Provided  men  sinned 
not  against  the  laws— provided  they  made 
the  laws  the  role  of  their  conduct — it  was 
an  ancient  maxim  of  wholesome  govern- 
ment to  permit  them  to  act,  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, by  their  own  discretion,  and 
not  to  interfere  in  any  manner,  by  regu- 
lations of  any  kind,  or  authority  of  any 
description,  to  debar  them  from  the  right 
of  exercisiiw  their  free  and  unbiassed 
judgment.  It  was  left  to  the  period  of  the 
French  Revolution,  it  w^s  left  for  Bobes- 
piere,  for  the  Jacobin  Club,  and  for  tbe 
present  ministers,  to  pronounce  upon  the 
private  actions  of  individuals,  and  to  deter- 
mine whether  they  deserved  the  character 
of  civism  or  incivism.  Mv  Lords,  if  men 
are  to  be  governed  by  rules,  those  rules 
ought  to  be  clearly  expressed  and  gene- 
rally understood,  not  lefi  to  the  interpre- 
tation of  political  parties.  In  alluding  to 
my  noble  friend  and  relation  (lord  King), 
I  am  sure  that  the  censures  applied  to  bis 
conduct  were  most  unmerited.  I  knew 
and  love  tbe  character  of  that  noble  lord  $ 
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I  know  hit  i^ublic  0j)irit,  his  ezteniive  in- 
formation, nil  acquaintance,  equ&lled  by 
few,  with  the  subject  now  before  os.  My 
Lords,  1  also  know  the  priTate  virtues  that 
adorn  him,  the  kindness  of  his  temper,  and 
the  benevolence  of  his  heart;  and  if  I  were 
called  on  to  name  the  last  man  in  the 
country  likely  to  commit  an  act  of  injus* 
tice  and  oppression,  it  would  be  my  noble 
friend.  If  the  time  is  arrived  fer  the  in- 
troductidn  of  new  principles  of  g<fvern« 
ment,  and  if  my  noble  friend  is  to  be  re- 
quired to  explain  the  reasons  which  govern 
bis  private  proceedings,  in  this  assembly, 
ivill  your  lordships  tell  me  where  these 

f  principles  are  to  stop  ?  Are  the  merchants 
ikewistf  to  be  called  to  your  bar,  to  be  in- 
terrogated as  to  the  mode  of  managing  their 
business,  or  to  be  instructed  by  government 
in  the  meansof  conducting  their  commercial 
transactions,  so  as  to  produce  the  greatest 
ahare  of  advantages  to  the  conntry  ?     Is 
that  maxim  of  political  science  which  in- 
fluenced the  policy  of  the  government  till 
it  was  subverted  by  the  rash  measures  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  to  be  at  length  utterly 
relinquished?      That   maxim  which  has 
been    sanctioned   by  the    most   eminent 
statesmen  and  writers,  and  in  the  justice 
of  which  I  most  heartily  concur,  that  the 
best  way  of  promoting  the  public,  was  to 
give  unrestrained  fieedom  to  the  prosecu- 
lioil  of  individual  interests,  the  aggregate 
of  which  CQostitutes  the  mass  of  national 
prosperity?    It  is  not  my  intention,  mv 
lords,  to  trespass  on  your  patience  by  fof 
lowing  my  noble  friend  through  all  the 
detail  of  bis  lucid  aod  manly  speech,     in 
answer  to  the  observations  upon  it,  ma<*e 
by  the  noble    lord   (Bathurst)  I  content 
myself  with  appealing  to  the  law,  the 
plain  understood  law  of  the  country.    It 
II  by  that  law  that  the  members  of  the 
community  must  regulate  their  conduct, 
and  not  by  party  doctrines  in  parliamen- 
tary debate.     I  do  not  wonder  at  the 
*  wrath  of  ministers  being  directed  against 
my  noble  friend  :    I  do  not  wonder  at  the 
cowardly  attempt  to  raise  a  public  cla- 
mour against  him,  because  he  has  been 
the  immediate  means  of  proving  the  fallacy 
of  their  belief,  that  they  had  set  this  ques- 
tion finally  at  rest.    !(  however,  they  had 
boen  animated  by  one  spark  of  justice,  or 
Ordinary  candour,  they  would  not  hare 
bald  him  out  as  a  solitary  example,  but 
have  fiiirly  admitted  what  has  been  stated 
lo  yoQ  by  a  noble  loid,  this  night  (lord 
Sosse)  thai  he  had  only  imitated  what  has 
this  common  practice  in  Cht  north  ot 
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lirelaitd,  as  well  al  the  conduct  of  nome* 
roos  individuals' in^his  part  of  the  empire. 
But  this  would  noMave  suited  their  desi^, 
this  would  have  T>een  to  admit  4he  exist* 
ence  of  the  mischief  that  is  coming  apots 
us,  and  the  only  way  of "  accomplishing 
this  purpose  was,  if  possible,  to  det^r  him 
by  clamour  and  invective,  from  persisting 
in  pursuing  the  dictates  of  his  judgment. 
The  question,  however,  is  now  said  to  as- 
sume a  public  character,  and  in  this  light 
I  perfectly  agree  with  those  noble  lords 
,wno  have  dwelt  on  the  urgent  necessity 
of  applying  an  early  remedy.    The^ktng^i 
ministers/indeed.from  whom  it  was  natural 
to  hear  something  on  such  a  subject,  do  not 
favour  us  with  the  slightest  observation.    4 
believe,  my  lords,  and  I  have  before  ex- 
pressed this  opinion,  that  the  moment  Is  at 
length  arrived  when,  if  the  evil  be  not 
arrested  it  must  advance  with  an  accele- 
rated progress,  till  it  produces  a  state  of 
calamity,  not   only  unequalled   by  any 
thing  that  has  hitherto  ever  affected  this 
nation,  but  which  it  is  almost  impossible 
for  the  imagination  to  conceive.     We  are, 
however,  in  that  miserable  style  of  argo* 
mentby  wt^ich  the  measures  of  admints* 
tration  are   generally  defended,  desired 
even  now  to  shut  our  eyes  to  this  alarming 
and  extensive  danger,  and  are  told  srill  to 
confide  in  our   shield  and  buckler,  as  a 
certain  armour  against  all  the  perils  that 
surround  us.    A  noble  and   learned  lord 
has  informed  us  that  when  Mr.  Pitt  first 
adopted  the  measure  of  the  Restriction, 
he  contemplated  at  the  iame  time  its  indefi* 
nite  duration.  'Really  1  am  at  a  loss  to  know 
where  the  noble  lord  acquired  this  know* 
l^dge,  but  I  do  feel  it  to  be  my  duly  to 
declare,  and  it  is  a  declsrstion  which  the 
part  I  took  in  the  public  ceuncils  at  that 
period  warranu  me  in  making,  that  tha 
most  painful  day  both  to  Mr.  Pitt  and  my* 
self,  of  his  and  my  political  life,  was  that 
on  which  the  circumstances  of  the  country 
were  deemed  such  as  to  impose  on  us  the 
necessity  of  coming  to  parliament  with 
that  pro|>osition  as  a  temporary  measure* 
By   what  considerstions  we  were  after- 
wards induced  to  extend  it  for  succemita 
short  peri<ids,  it  is  unnecessary  to  explain; 
suffice  it  to  say,  that  they  are  considera* 
tions  which  I  shall  ever  deeply  regret  had 
any  influence  upon  my  mino.     I  do  unit% 
my  noble  friend  that  I  hava  long  since 
fqlly  concurred  in  the  argoftienu  which 
he  has  urged  against  the  original  policy  of 
that  restriction.    It  must  be  m  the  memory 
of  AMna  who  hear  me,  thatl  did  oppasa  in 
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my  pliee  io  this  Ho^it,  the  Bill  for  •«• 
tendiDg  the  rtttrictioi^lo  the  end  of  the 
war,  and  eTen  then  (Wiidei«d  the  pro« 
priety  of  the  Tjrtaal  reiumption  of  oath 
pay  meat!.  "Does  the  noble  earl  think 
then«  that  blame  is  rather  doe  to'ine  than 
to  those  ministers  who  now  sit  in  silent 
apalby,and  see  the  eril  approaching  to  its 
maturity  with  the  most  perfect  insensibi- 
lity ?  With  r^glBrd  to  my  conduct  when 
last  I  held  an  office  in  his  Majesty't  go- 
▼ernment,  I  beg  leare  to  remark  that  1 
/tras  from  the  month  of  Febroarv  to  the 
NoTember  following,  engaged  witn  many 
of  my  noble  friends  near  me,  in  endea* 
▼oors  to  presenre  what  we  considered  to 
be  the  gi^atest  boon  that  coald  be  obtained 
for  the  people  of  this  coontry,  a  safe  and 
honourable  peace.  Had  that  event  been 
happily  accomplished,  the  Bank  restric- 
tion would  have  been  consequently  at  an 
end.  If  called  on  to  account  for  the  sub* 
sequent  fohr  months  which  I  psised  in 
office,  I  am  called  on  to  perform  a  task  of 
which  I  am  not  ashamed.  From  the  mo* 
ment^hen  I  found  that  a  safe  and  honour- 
able peace  was  not  to  be  obtained,  1  bent 
the  whole  force  of  my  mind  to  prepare, 
and  mature  a  permanent  system,  which 
by  wise  precaution  tod  provident  arrange- 
ment, might  so  economiae  and  husband 
our  resoQFceSj  as  to  enable  us  to  continue 
the  contest^  not  merely  for  a  few  years, 
but  to  the  most  di|tant  period*  Without 
any  of  those  eztraonjinary  escertions  which 
have  since  been  made,  and  in  my  opinion 
for  the  most  impolitic  purposes,  this  system 
¥wuld  have  operated  in  the  most  benefi- 
cial manner.  I  did  not  forget  that  the 
restriction  was  a  permanent  evil,  but  I 
conceived  that  the  most  efl^ctnal  mode  of 
dispensing  with  it,  was  to  pliice  the  go- 
vernment in  such  a  situation  as  lo  deprive 
the  Bank  of  the  plea  of  its  necessities  to 
continoe-their  own  profits';  I  know  that  it 
is  not,  as  it  was  said  to  be  declared  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  want  of 
gold  in  which  the  necessity  of  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  restriction  originates.  It  is 
in  the  exigencies  of  the  government,  and 
in  profuse  and  wastefol  expenditure.  To 
supply  those  exigencies,  and  to  support 
that  expenditure,  yon  permit  the  Banic  to 
make  unlimited  issues  and  spread  through 
the  country  a  depreciated  currency.  It  is 
for  this  purpose  that  his  Majesty's  subjecu 
are  •  compelled  in  amount  to  pay  Uieir 
income  tax,  once  to  the  revenue,  and 
twice  to  those  who  profit  by  the  restric- 
iies.    This  state  of  things  is  now  opeply 
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avowed  and  defended,  as  necessary  to  the 
support  of  governpient.  Necessary  it  may 
be,  while  the  annual  expenditure  is'  OO 
million  sterlings  but  that  is  an  expenditure 
which  it  is  absurd  in  the  highest  degree  to 
imagine  you  can  maintain.  However 
gratefol  to  your  wishes  or  flattering  to 
your  pride,  you  Ynust  at  length  renounce 
this  vain  idea.  With  all  my  respect  fot 
the  logical  acuteness  of  the  noble  lord  near  ' 
me,  I  do  not  think  he  has  acted  up  to  hia 
own  sense  of  the  utility  of  definition  in  hie 
explanation  of  paper  at  par,  and  paper 
under  a  depreciation.  Neither  do  I  agree 
with  him,  that  bankets  are  exclusively  the 
true  judges  of  its  real  value.  I  consider 
a  paper  currency  to  be. depreciated  whea 
in  the  transaction  between  man  and  man, 
less  gold  is  given  for  the  paper  than  that 
paper  promises  to  pay,  and  that  in  proper* 
tbn  to  the  difference  between  the  sum 
promised  as  to  the  sum  thus  raid,  is  the 
extent  of  that  depreciation.  The  noble 
and  learned  lord  has  put  an  extreme  casoj 
equally  applicable  to  ail  periods,  and  Jias 
said,  that  if  gold  was  required  to  the  fuU 
filment  of  all  contracts,  it  cbuld  not  poe» 
sibly  be  procured.  There  never,  however, 
Was  a  time,  and  I  am  ready  to  establish 
the  fact,  when  there  was  more  or  even  so  ^  '  ^ 
much  gold  in  the  country  as  at  the  present  •! 
period.  No  difficulty  is  experienced  in  % 
obtaining  any  quantity,  as  stated  in  the  ^ 

evidence  before  a  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  if  the  price  is  onl  v  offered. 
We  were  formerly  accustomed  to  draw 
our  supplies  froja  foreign  countries,  not 
always  well  disposed  to  us,  and  sometimes 
in  open  hostility.  The  demand  for  gold,  as 
will  ever  be  the  case,  was  still,  notwith- 
standing the  hazard  and  difficulty,  more 
or  less  supplied.  You  have  now  free  ac^ 
oess  to  the  countries  which  produce  ^old, 
you  are.  the  masters  of  the  seas,  you  pur- 
sue the  trade  without  the  slightest  inter- 
ruption from  any  state,  and  the  conse- 
quence is,  that  you  both  import  and  ex- 
port in  larger  quantities  than  at  any  ant^ 
cedent  period.  It  is  to  a  destructive  poller 
alone  that  the  evil  mus|  be  attributed.  It 
has  advanced  slowly,  progressively  in- 
creasing, like  the  Mississippi  and  South* 
Sea  scbemci,  and,  like  them,  if  not  checked, 
it  must  end  in  the  most  extensive  ruin  and 
calamity^  My  lords,  it  has  often  fallen  to 
my  lot  to  point  out  the  inevitable  results  of 
the  issue  of  the  asssignats  in  France.  How 
little  did  I  then  imagine,  that,  in  the  de- 
scription I  then  gave,  1  was  but  anticipating 
what,  in  the  comae  of  twenty  years^iwonM . 
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b«  tkM  fiHihfiil  pkkvira  of  my  tivm  coiittlry ! 
Hmt  iiHl«  did  I  tbtni  apfMrebend  thafc  iIm 
•HaUisM  cralit  of  Grmil  Biilaiii>  that  btr 
iiMrithiBg  finances  and  prond  raaonveai^ 
woM  pariah  b v  the  aaaie  Udaont  aiottstai^ 
apptaruig  in  all  hia  prialine  delermity ! 

Tbm  noUe  lord  than  comnaenled  on  (ho 
pomicaaQr  tendancy  of  tha  Bilk  whkb, 
ilwugh  datlarad  by  tba  noble  earl  \A» 
breogbfc  it  forward,  nol  to  bo  inlandod  lo 
make  Bankhootaa  a  legal  tender,  yal  wani 
aa  near  it  aa  lo  create  great  riak  of  com- 
■iitting  grosa  and  flagraal  injaitke*  The 
noble  lord  next  proceeded  to  animadToal 
with  |[real  atrangtb  of  argnment  and  obr 
aerratioa  upon  Ike  danger  of  making  paper 
a  legal  tender.  Hia  Majealy'a  mmiaten 
appeared  now  to  be  adopting  meaaarea 
which  had  been  atiganatited  by  all  emi* 
nont  aothoritiaa  opon  aoch  lobiectaaa  moil 
injorioni  to  aatate.  They  had  deteratiioed 
lo  iaaae  tokena  for  three  sterling  ahiliinga 
•w4okena  which^  aecordkig  to  the  standanl 
value  in  the  sterling  abiliings,  wotdd  not 
be  v^rth  more  than  9«.  4^  In  thia  in* 
atance  he  most  contend,  that  they  werr 
not  satisfied  with  a  depreciated  paper^  «n» 
lesa  they  accompanied  it  wsith  a  debaaed 
coin.  If  this  meaanre  were  fit  lo  be 
adopted,  he  sfaoald  be  glad  la  know,  why 
the  tokens  were  not  to  be  issned  by  go> 
▼emment  for  the  profit  of  the  pohlic? 
He  could  see  no  good  reason  why  the 
profit  shoold  go  to  the  Bank  of  Eogland, 
rather  than  to  the  treasury.  The  tokens 
were  to  be  prepared  in  the  King's  mint, 
and  under  the  inuaediato  sanction  of  mi* 
nifters,  and  if  the  nation  was  to  take  the 
mischief  of  the  jssue,.  the  public  was  en- 
titled to  the  profit— He  had  thus  long  de* 
teined  their  lordships,  because  he  felt  it 
necessary  to  state  explicitly  hia  opinions 
opon  the  present  measure.  But  he  had  by 
no  means  exhansted  the  subjeci;  he  had 
not  even  expressed  all  the  considerations 
which  suggested  theansekes  to  hia  mind 
opon  the  question.  If  the  measure  were 
to  be  persisted  in,  he  should  often  have  to 
address  thoir  lordships  upon  it;  not  that 
he  was  not  perfectly  aware  how  little  aaa- 
fill  it  was  to  address  their  lordships  opon 
such  occasions ;  but  because,  feeling  aa  he- 
did  respecting  this  measure,  he  ahoukl  not 
thiiik  that  he  had  performed  hia  duly  if  he 
friled  to  state  his  seotimenu^fully*  What- 
ever might  bo  the  fiilore  miafortnnes  of 
the  couaiiy  in  conseqaenca  of  iheaa  mea- 
aures,  he  was  snaa  that  he  eoold  bear  hia 
proportion  of  them  with  the  fiutilndo  of  ar 
cenactoaa  o£  haehMt  diaffhaMrad  hW' 
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duty  in  eadaavoaia  to  avort  them:  bot. 
when  he  coaaidered  how  partioulavly  it 
had  fallen  under  hia  obserfation  on  a, 
fiarmev  occaaioa  to  watob  the  progiteaa  and 
,  efiecH  of  similair  meaaorea  in  that  unhappy 
,coontr|r«  France*  he  shottld  tie  crimmad' 
not  to  ase  all  the  meana  in  his  power  ta 

Ktvent  Ihair  introduction  iafeo  his  naiiv* 
d« 

The  £arl  of  Xmiyoel  observed,  thai  the 
qaestran  beiisro  their  loniships  had  beeo 
argned  with  a, view  to  tha  ulterior  mea^ 
aarea  whioh  the  aohk  earl  who  brooghi 
the  preaant  measure  forward  had  in. bio 
cantompiation.  For  hia  own  pai^  ha 
wished,  in  any  thing  he  should  feel  ii  ae- 
oessaiy  to  aay  upon  thia  BiU»  not  to  bo 
andeialaod  to  give  any  opiaion  or  *Ppi[o^ 
bation  of  those  ukenor  measores*  The 
pdnciplo  of  tha  Bill  under  consideration 
he  had  certainly  approved  of;  and  when 
first  the  aMasure  was  opened  to  their  lord* 
ahipai  he  bad  declared  it  to  bo  the  beat 
vemedy  for.  the  evil  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  noble  mover.  And  this  dedaration 
he  had  made,  founding  hia  opiniaa  opoa 
the  principle  of  the  measure  of  A797,  that 
it  waa  nol  desirable  to  extend  the  principle 
of  legisiatien  beyond  the  necessity  of  the 
ease*  He  had»  however,  on  that  occasiow* 
oooceired  that  it  aMghi  be  betiar  to  lei  the 
qjoestioa  rest  upon  the  law,  as  it  stood,  be^ 
caose  he  was  .then  of  opinion  that  the  ex* 
ample  mentioned  by  ibe  noble  earl  would 
not.  be  generally  followed.  This  opinion 
of  his  was  not  founded  upon  any  io&pree- 
sion  that  he  had  aay  right  to  inquire  into 
the  precise  degree  of  public  spirit  and 
prineiple.  which  individual  might  be  in- 
flaenced  by  in  the  regulation  of  their  pri- 
vate concerns,  but  because  he  thought  it 
would  not  be  for  the  interest  of  any  indi- 
viduals to  follow  that  example.  The  in* 
teresi  of  |andlorda  and  tenants  couid  not 
be  separated,  and  eoaseq^ently  any  act 
that  would  hear  hard  upon  the  tenant  must 
be  injurious- to  the  landlord  himielf.  If 
the  example  of  the  noble  lord  were  to  be 
foMowed  generally,  the  tenants  would  in- 
demnify theaMeUes  by  raising  the  pricea 
of  the  articlea  they  brought  to  market ; 
bat  if  it  were  not  mUowad  generally,  the 
particMlaMenant  would  not  have  tha  meana 
of  iadaoaoifyiog  hinMolf  by  a  rise  of  prices, 
iOad  tha  conaeqnani  injury  he  would  aufier 
wonUalaa  be  Mia  bjpthe  landlord*  Though 
ha  had  ai  ficst  Ihaagbt,  that  upon  the  whole 
lil  would  bo  betler  la  leave  the  law  aa  it 
stood,, yet  when  ha  anendad  to  the  prin* 
cjplo  oS  iha  anaaaait  aodat  coaaideratMai 
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mild  ptrliciitariy  to  the  d^oiriDM  of  thoM 
who  had  oppoMd  ft,  he  heean  to  feel  that 
the  remedy  shoald  be  upheld  ;  that  if  par* 
liameai  iheaid  separate  before  the  adop- 
tion of  sach  a  uMAsura,  much  public  in- 
convenience  might  be  the  result ;  and  the 
remedy  which  was  now  easv,  would  per- 
haps then  be  ineflfectaal.     It  ever  a  ques*' 
tion  had  been  exhausted  in  the  history  of 
the  proceedings  of  parliament,  it  was  the 
present.     It  had  not  only  been  discussed 
day  after  day  for  many  successive  days, 
bat  a  very  considerable  number  of  publi* 
cations  had  been  written  by  able,  acute, 
and  ingenious  men  4ipon  both  sides  of  the 
question.     Whatever  difference  of  opinion 
there  might  have  been  as  to  the  origin  of 
the  eiW,  upon  the  propriety  of  binding  the 
Bank  to  resume  cash  payments  at  any  de* 
finite  time  there  appeared  to  be  very  little 
diflerence.     Upon  a  division  on  that  ques- 
tion, in  another  place,  the  minority  did 
not  exceed  47.     The  noble  baron  who 
spoke  second  in  the  debate,  had  stated 
that  Bank  notes  were  depreciated,  because 
they  did  not  now  purchase  as  much  food 
and  other  necessaries  as  formerly,  and  had 
instanced  wheat  and  corn.    But  the  papers 
on  their  lordships  table  shewed  that  the 
rise  in  the  price  of  com  was  attfibutable  to 
other  causes.    The  consumption  had  in- 
creased considerably  beyona  the  prcMluce. 
The  400,000  quarters  formerly  imported 
were  now  consequently  increased  to  6  or 
700,000.    This  was  not  owing  to  depre- 
ciation, as  by  reference  to  tne  price  of 
ir9n,  timber,  wool,  cotton,  feathers,  tallow, 
and  hides,  which  were  known  to  have 
fallen  in  price  as  gold  bullion  rose  in  the 
market.    The  measure  of  restriction  had 
been  resorted  to  in  the  first  instance  to  pre- 
vent the  Bank  fVom  paying  in'  cash,  and 
to  keep  the  bullion  m  the  country ;  and 
ha  knew  it  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  the 
great  man  who  originated  the  Bank  re- 
striction, that  the  •  public  creditor  should 
Be? er  be  placed  in  a  worse  situation  than 
any  individual  having  equivalents  in  any 
other  species  of  security.     But  the  public 
creditor,  if  compelled  to  take  notes  at  par 
for  his  dividend,  whilst  the  tenantry  would 
be  allowed  to  take  them  at  a  depreciated 
rate,  woukl  be  greatly  injured.    The  noble 
baron  had  said,  that  sold  enough  couM  be 
hfid,  i(  we  were  willing  to  pay  the  price 
for  it.    He  knew  not  upon  what  authority 
this  had  been  asserted  ;  but  he  knew  that 
one  of  the  most  extensive  and  respectable 
merchants  perhaps  in  the  world,  who  was. 
Qot  much  in  the  practice  of  giring  kis 
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aopport  la  his  MajeAjf's  minisiars,  had  dt* 
ckledfy  stated  in  the  House  of  Commons^ 
that  if  he  wanted  gomeaa,  he  should  not 
know  how  to  get  them.  If  the  Bank  could 
procure  gold,  it  would  find  its  way  out  of 
the  country.  This  was  owing  to  the  un« 
exam  pled  state  of  the  world,  and  the  con« 
volsed  stale  of  commerce.  He  agreed 
with  the  noble  baroo,  that  our  exertions  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  war  had  the  eflect  off 
a  drain  upon  the  coin  of  the  country ; 
though  he  differed  from  him  in  thinking 
that  the  exertions  we  were  making  werei 
well  worth  the  price  ^e  paid  for  thenu 
When  he  considered  the  consequences  that 
might  follow  from  the  example  pointed 
out  by  the  noble  mover,  he  thought  it 
would  be  unwise  to  reject  the  Bill,  as  such 
rejection  would  lead  to  conseqsencea 
highly  injurious  to  tenants,  but  still  mora 
injurious  to  the  public  creditor. 
The   Sari  of^  Lauderdale   briefly  ex* 

glained,  and  referred  to  the  evidence  of 
Ir.  Merle  and  another,  to  shew  that  gold 
might  be  had  as  heretofore. 

Earl  Sianhope  rose  to  reply.  Before  hm 
should  say  any  thing  upon  the  subject  of 
the  Bill,  he  must  observe,  that  a  noble  earl 
had  stated  ''that  he  had  views  of  his  i^wa 
in  bringing  forward  this  measure,"  and  he 
wished  for  an  explanation. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdaie  disclaimed  dis- 
tinctly having  ever  intended  ixi  sfey,  or 
having  ever  conceived,  that  his  noble 
friend  could  have  had  any  views  of  tnterasi 
in  the  measure. 

Earl  Siankcpe  expressed  his  satis(actloi| 
at  the  explanation  given  by  his  noble 
firiend,  and  added,  that  he  had  not  con^ 
ceived  it  possible  for  his  noble  friend  to 
suppose  that  he  could  have  had  any  views 
of  interest  in  bringing  such  a  measurs. 
But  when  such  words  struck  the  ear,  they 
ought  to  be  explained  ;  and  he  should  on 
extremely  sorry  that  any  person  who  had 
heard  the  words  should  think  them  appli- 
cable to  him.  He  had  alwavs  been  % 
speculative  man,  and  very  little  given  to 
views  of  self-interest.  He  had  always 
thought,  that  the  man  who  was  in  posses- 
sion of  a  large  property  not  gained  by  his 
own  talents  and  industry,  but  derived 
from  the  mere  accident  of  birth,  was  in 
fact  but  a  trustee  for  the  public;  and  owed 
it  to  that  public,  to  return  some  part  of 
that  esUtfe  for  its  benefit.  To  shew  thai 
he  could  not  only  preach,  but  practise,  he 
would  say  that  he  had  never  received  % 
shilling  from  the  public,  and  that  tbott^ 
sands  and  thooaands  he  had  expended  ftr 


8S1]       HOUSE  Of  UAUA 

the  adTAnlag*  of  di«  public.  Urn  AaM 
^erer  hare  nid  ik\$»  bat  that  th«  words  to 
latisftciorily  ezpl^ned  had  been  uacd* 
and  this  led  him  to  the  answer  to  the 
question  of  his  noble  relatiTe  (lord  Gren- 
▼ille)  ''what  he  meant  to  do  with  the 
email  transactions  }'*  In  reply  to  this 
qnestioo«  he  had  to  state  a  fact  which,  he 
was  persnaded,  woold  give  their  lordships 
satis&ction.  He  had,  after  many  years 
of  application,  at  much  ezpence,  and  with 
the  assistance  of  the  ablest  artists,  dtsco- 
Tered  an  efiectaal  mode  of  preTentins  the 
forgery  of  lymk  notes.  It  was  a  thms 
hitherto  thought  impossible,  bat  he  had 
discoTered  the  means  of  striking  off  a  mil- 
lion of  plates,  aU  of  them  proofs ;  and 
when  he  had  it  complete,  he  should  giTe 
the  invention  gratis  to  the  Bank  for  the 
public  good.  When  he  came  down  to 
the  House,  he  imagined  that  ministers 
would  haye  thrown  out  his  Bill ;  but  the 
arguments  of  his  noble  friends  against  it 
had  made  converts  of  them,  a  task  which 
he  could  not  accomplish;  so  he  had  to 
/etorn  them  thanks,  right  and  lefl. 

A  division  then  took  place. 

For  the  second  reading 36 

Against  it 12 

Majority • •*-24 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 


Protest  against  tbb  '  G01.0  Coin 
Bill.]  The.fotlowing  Protest  was  entered 
upon  the  Journals: 
'*  Dissentient, 
9*  Because  we  think  it  the  duty  of  this 
House  to  mark  in  the  first  instance  with 
the  most  decided  reprobation,  a  Bill,  which 
,in  our  Judgment  manifestly  leads  to  the 
introduction  of  laws,  imposing  npbn  the 
country  the  compulsory  circnlation  of  a 
Paper  Currency ;  a  measure  fraught  with 
ipjustice,  destructive  of  all  confidence  in 
the  legal  security  of  contracts,  and  as  in* 
.variahle  experience  has  shewn,  neces- 
isarily  productive  of  the  most  fatal  cali^i- 
mities :  Grenvillb. 

Essex. 

Jbesbt. 

Gebt. 

Lansdownb. 

COWPBB. 

King. 

Lauobbdale. 
.  **  For  the  reason  assigned  on  the  other 
side,  and  because  the  repeal  of  the  law  for 
•uspendiog  Bank  payments  in  cash^  is 
in  my  juogmeat  the  only  measure  which 
i^an  cure  the  inconveniencies  already  felt, 

fl 
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and  avert  the  yet  gfeeattor  calamitiea  which 
are  impending  from  the  present  state  of 
thtf  cireoiation  of  the  country. 

VASaAUt^flOLLAND." 


BOUSB  OF  LOBDS. 


Gold  Coin  and  Bank  Note  Bill.} 
Earl  Sumhope  moved  the  order  of  the  daj« 
for  goinff  into  a  Committee  on  this  Bill. 

The  Marquis  of  Lanuhiume  said,  as  it 
was  probable  he  might  not  be  able  to 
attend  the  future  sugesof  the  Bill,  he 
wished  to  say  a  few  words  now  upoa 
this  very  important  subject  The  object 
of  the  bill  which  his  noble  friend  had 
proposed,  thouch  not  absolutely  to  make 
the  notes  of  Uie  Bank  of  England  m 
le^al  tender,  yet  went  near  to  that 
point,  inasmuch  as  it  made  it  compul- 
sory to  receive  them,  and  he  trusted  tnetr 
lordships  would  pause  before  they  sanc- 
uoned  a  principle,  by  acting  upon  which 
so  much  mischief  had  been  produced  in 
other  countries,  when  they  had  no  seen- 
rity  against  the  recurrence  of  similar  mis* 
chiefs  in  this  country,  flowing  from  the 
adoption  of  the  same  principles,  and  when 
they  had  no  proof  that  such  a  measure 
would  be  beneficial  here,  which  had  only 
been  mischievous  elsewhere.  He  under* 
stood  that  the  Amendments  to  the  Bill, 
which  it  was  intended  to  propose  bv  noble 
Lords  on  the  other  side,  would  nave  all 
the  effect  of  making  the  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  England  a  legal  tender.  His  noble 
friend  had,  he  thought,  on  a  former  even- 
ing,  taken  an  erroneous  view  of  the  sub* 
ject,  when  he  stated,  that  the  only  objec- 
tion to  making  Bank-notes  a  legal  tender, 
was  the  impossibility  of  discovering  whe- 
ther or  not  they  were  forged.  The  objec- 
tion to  making  a  paper  currency  a  le^Fal 
tender  was,  that  there  was  no  security 
against  an  excessive  issue,  and  therefore 
no  security  against  depreciation.  If 
horses  were  made  a  legal  tender  it  was 
known  that  they  could  not  be  bred  beyond 
a  cq(tain  number ;  if  wool  was  made  a 
legal  tender  it  was  known  that  it  could  not 
be  grown  beyond  a  certain  amount,  but  if 
paper  were  made  a  legal  tender,  there  was 
no  limit  to  its  iuue,  and  no  one  could  tell 
to  what  amount  it  might  be  inued.  Where 
was  the  security  to  be  found  ?  they  would 
be  investing  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of 
England  with  a  power  of  increasing  to 
any  amount  the  currency  of  the  country, 
with  a  power  which  they  had  never  en- 
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trvited  4o  the  ninisten  of  ike  down— to 
thoee  who  were  responsible  to  parliameQt 
for  their  conduct,-^!!!  which  wonld  now 
be  entrwted  to  persons  who  were  not  re» 
eponsible  to  the  legisletBre  or  lo^he  peb* 
lie*    Was  the  secertiy  to  be  found  to  the 
discretion  of  the  ditedors  of  the  Bank 
of  England?      Upon  this  point   it  was 
proved  that  those  diMctors  were    com* 
pietehr  at  Tariaoce  u  to  the  efiect  pro* 
dnoed  by  the  issue  of  their  paper  carreocy* 
and  therefore,  of  coarse,  as  to  the  amount 
to  which  it  ought  to  be  issoed  ?     Was  it  to 
be  found  in  the  interests  of  the^irectofaf 
On  the  contrary,  thair  interests  were  d^ 
rectly  af  varianoe  with  those  of  the  pablie^ 
they  having  a  duty  which  they  owed  to 
their  constituents*  the  body  of  proprietors, 
and  which  was  quite  incompatible  with 
the  interest  of  the  public,  as  to  the  issue 
of  a  paper  currency.    If,  then,  they  had 
no  security  either  in  the  nature  of  the 
thing  itself,  or  in  the  discretion,  or  tiie  in- 
esrests  of  those  who  were  to  be  entrusted 
with  the  issue  of  this  paper  currency,  how 
cooM  they,  upon  any  principle  of  policy, 
attempt  to  force  the  ctrculation  ef  a  cur- 
fency  uader  such  circumstances,  and  with 
the  example  before  them  of  other  coun- 
tries, in  which  such  conduct  had  uniformly 
pioduoed  the    most  mtschierous    conse* 
qoences?—- He  was  aware  that  great  alarm 
■ad  been  excited,  in  consequence  of  what 
had  been  stated  by  his  nc^le  friend,  and 
which  had  led  him  to  propose  thik  mea- 
sure, and  be  admitted  that  it  would  not  be 
expedient  for  parliament  to  separate  with- 
out adopting  some  measure.— But  that 
measure  ought  to  be,  in  his  opinion,  some 
recognition  of  those  general    principles 
opoa  which  a  safe  and  proper  paper  cur- 
rency ougbt  to  rest,  and  not  a  Bill  like  the 
present,  which  must  necessarily  lead  to 
other  measofes  of  the  most  destractiTe 
tendency.    The  good  sense  of  the  public 
had  induced  them  to  take  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  England  at  their  nominal  value, 
because  they  had  the  security  that  they 
might  refuse  them ;    but  if  once  the  re- 
ceiving them  was  rendered  compulsory,, 
there  was  no  security  against  unlimited 
depreciation.  It  was  impossible,  therefore, 
he  could  consent  to  the  present  Bill.    If 
however  it  was  determinned  to  persist  in 
it,  he  shaald  foel  it  his  duty  to  propose  a 
clause  in  the  Committee,  to  limit  the  issue 
of  the  notes  of  the  Bsnk  of  England  to 
^ir  present  amount.    Ha  coold  not  so 
the  length  of  some  of  his  noble  frlenu, 
whom  he  highly  rsspected,  in  thinking  it 
( VOL»  JUkt )  , 
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thai  the  Bank  should  imme* 
diately  pay  in  gold.  He  certainly  thought 
that  ^old  might  be  obtained  in  sufficient 
quantity,  and  that  there  appeared  but 
little  in  the  country,  because  owing  to  the 
extent  of  tlie  paper  currency,  there  was 
little  demand  for  it.  There  was  plenty  of 
gold  and  silver  in  France,  because  nothing 
else  wu  taken  in  payment,  and  therefore 
the  demand  for  it  was  great.  We  had  in 
this  country  gpreat  quantities  of  colonial 
produce  and  manafhctures,  that  he  saw  no 
reason  why  we  might  not  also  obtain 
plentv  of  gold,  if  there  was  a  demand  for 
it.  He  did  not,  however,  think  it  would  be 
expedient  suddenly  to  compel  payment  in 
specie.  Such  a  sudden  shock  would  pro- 
Guee  injurious  e^cts,  in  the  immeoiata 
fsiU  in  the  price  of  every  conunodity, 
which  would  be  ruinoiu  to  individuals. 
The  only  safe  mode  would,  he  conceived, 
be  to  resort  gradually  to  payments  in 
specie,  and  gradually  to  restore  the  former 
circulating  medium.  He  felt  it,  therefore, 
his  duty  to  oppose  this  Bill  going  into  a 
Committee,  but  if  it  wsa  persisted  in,  he 
should  foel  it  incumbent  oh  him  to  move  a 
clause  to  be  added  to  it,  enacting  that  the 
issue  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England 
should  not  be  incressed  beyond  the  amount 
on  the  1st  of  this  month.  This,  he  con- 
ceived to  be  at  aH  events,  absolutely  n^ 
cessary,  as  some  security  against  the  exp 
cessive  issue  of  tlieir  notes,  and  their  con* 
sequent  unlimited  depreciation. 

JSarl  Sianhape  contended  that  his  Bill 
did  not  go  to  render  it  compulsory  to  re- 
ceive Bank  notes,  and  observed  that  such 
a  proposition,  and  that  contained  in  the 
Bill,  were  essentially  diflRBrent  Was  them 
no  difference  between  a  man  being  conw 
polled  to  take  a  Bank  note,  and  his  having 
the  riffht  to  refuse  it,  merely  being  tol«U 
that  if  he  did  take  it,  and  thereby  ne^ 
knowleg^  the  Bank  who  issoed  it,  to  bo 
solvent,  he  must  take  it  at  the  valne  ex* 
pressed  in  it.  The  object  of  his  Bill  was 
to  prevent  iqjastice.  Would  it  not  he 
.  admitted,  that  in  the  case  of  a  mortgage 
upon  an  estate,  the  estate  most  nay  the 
interest  of  the  mortgage  before  the  pra« 
prietor  touched  a  shilling  of  the  rent  for 
his  own  use.  Was  not,  in  the  case  of 
money  borrowed  by  the  public,  the  whole 
landed  property  of  the  country  pledged 
to  the  payment  of  the  public  creditor? 
Was  it  just,  then,  that  the  public  creditor 
shoold  be  compelled,  as  he  was  to  receive 
Bank  notes  in  payment  of  his  dividend 
at  the  foil  value  expressed  in  them,  that 
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he  should  receive  only  1001.  for  his  lOOl. 
income,  whUstthe  landed  proprietor  should 
receive  for  his  100/.  rent  120/.  ?  His  ob- 
ject in  this  Bill  was,  that  they  should  both 
be  placed  upon  a  par.  He  denied  the 
depreciation  of  which  so  much  bad  been 
said,  contending,  as  he  had  said  before, 
that  for  2 1/,  in  Bank  notes  and  20  guineas, 
he  should  have  an  entry  made  for  an  equal 
sum  in  a  banker's- book,  that  he  could  for 
each  demand  21/.  in  cash  if  he  so  pleased 
of  the  banker,  and  that  therefore,  a  pound, 
note  and  a  pound  sterling  were  equal  in 
value.  The  impossibility  of  procuring 
gold  to  make  payments  rendered  some 
Bleasure  absolutely  necessary.  His  noble 
friend  had  spoken  of  the  ease  with  which 
gold  was  to  be  obtained,  but  haw  was  it 
to  be  procured  ?  The  quantities  of  colonial 
produce  and  manufactures  which  bis 
noble  friend  had  mentioned,  formed  the 
vtfy  reason  why  cold  could  not-be  had. 
if  they  could  findtheir  way  through  the 
barrier  set  up  by  Buonaparte,  gold  might 
lie  obtained.  But  if  the  balance  of  trade 
was  against  us,  the  gold  must  necessarily 
quit  the  country.  Even  if  the  balance  of 
trade  was  in  our  favour,  if  large  sums  were 
to  be  sent  out  of  the  country  in  subsidies, 
4ir  if  large  armies  were  to  be  supported 
fn  foreign  countries,  the  sold  must  ne- 
cessarily be  sent  out  of  the  country  for 
that  purpose,  and  it  would  consequently 
become  scarce.  There  was,  however,  no 
proof  that  in  this  scarcity  of  gold  the  Bank 
of  England  had  made  an  excessive  issue 
of  notes.  Take  the  gold  coin  in  circuia- 
tion  to  have  been  25,000,000/.  It  would 
be  difficult  now  to  find  5  or  6»(X)0,000/.  in 
circulation.  Take  it  at  5,000,000/.  that 
10,000,000/.  was  hid,  and  that  10,000,000/. 
had  been  sent  out  of  the  country,  what 
,had  the  Bank  done  in  i»uing  notes  Co  the 
amount  of  10,000,000/.  more  than  before, 
than  merely  supply  the  deficiency  of  the 
circulating  medium  occasioned  by  so 
much  gold  being  sent  out  of  the  country  ? 
The  evil  did  tiot  arise  from  the  notes  of 
tbt  Bajsk  of  England,  but  from  country 
bank-notes*  There  were  many  country 
bankers,  undoubtedly,  who  were  men  of 
large  property,  and  of  the  security  of 
whose  notes  there  could  be  uo  doubt ;  but 
there  were  others  who  issued  notei  to  a 
large  amount,  although  they  were  not 
wdrth  500/.  in  the  world.  This  was  un- 
doubtedly a  serious  evil.  As  to  the  con- 
duct of  his  noble  friend  (lord  King)'  be  did 
not  mean  in  the  slightest  degree  to  find 
fault  with  his  motives.    He  could  only 


say  generally,  that  to  landlords  of  Imrge 
property  a  few  pounds  ought  not  to  be 
an  object,  and  that  the  country  ooght  to 
be  the  first  object.    No  consideration  opon 
earth  should  induce  him  to  oppress    his 
tenants. — ^The  noble  earl  again  adverted  to 
his  scheme  for  making  a  legal  tender  of 
sums  entered  in  bank  books,  and  which 
he  still  contended  would  be  the  best  pian 
that  could  be  resorted  to  in  order  to  nave 
a  sufficient  legal  tender  in  the  absence  of 
gold.    The  present  Bill  was,  he  contended, 
in  the  mean  time  shewn  by  every  dmy*a 
experience  to  be  more  and  more  neceaeary. 
His  lordship  read   a  letter  from  Man* 
Chester,  where  an  attorney's  clerk  had 
written  a  letter,  demanding  payment  of 
\L  28.  M,\  the  person  written  to  ten* 
dered  a  1/.  note,  and  2«.  6d.  in  silver,  bat 
refused  to  pay  3s.  6d.  which  was  de- 
manded for  the  letter.    The  clerk  then 
refused  to  take,  the  Bank  note,  and  the 
person  went  back  for  a  guinea;  in  ^h« 
mean  time  the  clerk  took  out  a  process  in 
the  Salcoafs  court,  a  court  for  the  re- 
covery of  small  debts,  and  then  demanded 
1/.  9f.  6d.     To  prevent  such  petty  ad- 
vantages as  this,  the  Bill  was  rendered 
necessary.    The  latter  went  on  to  state, 
that  guineas  were  bought  at  Manchester, 
at  the  rate  of  20  per  cent  advance,  by 
persons  from  Ireland,  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  their  landlords,  who  insisted  upon 
gold.    He  understood  that  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  a  noble  earl  (Rosse)  to  move  to 
extend  this  Bill  to  Ireland,  to  which   he 
had  no  objection.    As  to  the  amendments 
intended  to  be   proposed  by  the  noble 
lords  on  the  other  side,  they  might  render 
the  Bill  more  technical,  but  they  would 
not  be  so  well  understood  by  the  common 
people  as  the  Bill  would  be  as  it  originally 
stood.     He  should^  however,  take  no  part 
in  them.    He  was  proud  in  being  the 
father  of  the  Bill,  but  having  delivered  it 
over  to  the  nursery,  he  should  leave  'the 
noble  lords  on  the  other  side  to  nurse  it 
as  they  pleased. 

Earl  Grty  had  no  intention,  when  he 
entered  the  House,  of  troubling  their  lord* 
ships  with  a  word  upon  the  subject.  He 
could  not,  however,  avoid  taking  notice  of 
some  observations  which  had  just  been 
made  by  his  noble  friend.  A  new  system 
had,  it  seemed,  now  been  introduced,  under 
which  noble  lords,  members  of  that 
House,  were  to  be  called  upon,  not.only 
to  answer  for  their  public  conduct,  but  fir 
their  private  conduct,  for  condoct  which 
they«  in  their  private  concerns,  bad  dcta- 
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•d  U  oec^iiary  to  adopt,  onder  tho  sanc- 
tion and  aotbority  of  tbe  law  of  tbo  land, 
iQ  order  that  they  might  secure  to  them* 
ai^lves  the  real  Talue  of  their  property. 
H«  depreciated  the  claoaour  which  it  was 
atteniipted  to  raise  against  landlords,  who 
resorted  to  the  means  which  the  law  placed 
in  their   hands  of  securing  themseWes 
against  tbe  loss  which  they  must  otherwise 
sustain  from  a  depreciated  paper  currency. 
He  was  sore  that  his  noble  friend  (lord 
King)  ne?er  had  it  in  his  intention  to  op* 
press  his  lenants,  nor  could  such  a  charge 
be  with  the  least  fairness  made  against 
him  or  others,  who  merely  sought,  by  the 
means  which  the  law  ga?e  them,  to  re* 
ceive  the  fair  value  of  their  property.  The 
present  Bill  was  only  tbe  precursor  of 
other  measures  the  most  miscbicToos  to 
ibe  country*      They  could  not  stop  here. 
If  once    they  adopted    this  measure,  it 
most  be  followed   by  others  the   most 
destructive  to  the  vital  interests  of  the 
country  .—-His  noble  friend  who  spoke  last 
bad,  in  order  to  shew  that  there  was  no 
depreciation,  given  a  most  whimsical  defi- 
nition of  a  pound  sterling,  that  is  to  say, 
what  a  banker  chose  to  write  in  his  booic 
as  a  pound  sterliog,  that  is  to  say,  what 
a  banker  chose  to  write  as  a  pound  sterliog 
in  his  book.    Tbe  noble  lord  must  surely 
be  aware,  that  a  pound  sterling  was  so 
much  of  lawful  money  of  Great  Britain, 
in  the  current  coin  of  the  country,  of  a  re- 
quisite weight  and  fineness.    The  law  had 
wisely  provided  this,  inorder  to  guard  the 
sufaiiect  against  a  depreciated  standard; 
and  were  they  now  to    be  told    that  a 
pound  sterling  and  a  depreciated   note 
were  of  equal  value  ?  He  should  be  asham- 
ed to  waste  their  lordships'  time  in  proving 
that  which  was  so  clear,  namely,  that  the 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  were  de* 
preciated.    it  was  clear  that  compared 
with  the  price  of  gold  they  were  depre- 
ciated ;  but  they  were  told  on  a  former 
evening  that  the  fall  in  the  price  of  sugar, 
hides,  and  other  articles,  proved  that  there 
was  no  depreciation.    Let  them,  however, 
look  to  articles  of  daily  and  weekly  ex- 
pence,  and  then  say  whether  the  extreme 
rise  in  the  price  of  those  articles  did  not 
(clearly  prove  the  depreciation  of  the  paper 
currency  ?  The  noble  lord  had  urged  the 
justice  of  placing  the  public  creditor  and 
the  tenantry  of  the  country  upon  a  par. 
What,  however,  was  this  but  saying,  that 
however  depreiciated    the    state   of  the 
paper  in  wbicb  the  public  creditor  receiv- 
ed payment^  the  proprietor  of  land  must 
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be  placed  in  tbe  same  sitoHtion?  It  was 
not  an  act  of  justice  to  the  public  creditor, 
but  of  injustice  to  the  landholder.    The 
latter,  in  endeavouring  to  receive  tl»e  lair 
value  of  his  property  secure  from  the  ef- 
fects of  a  depreciated  currency,  was  act- 
ing fairly  and  legally.    Suppose  the  paper 
to  be  depreciated  80  or  90  instead  of  '20  or 
30  per  cent,  was  the  landholder  to  sub- 
mit to  be  stripped  of  tbe  greater  part  of 
the  value  of  his  property  by  this  depre- 
ciation }  It  was  therefore,  with  fespect  to 
him,  only  a  question  of  degree  as  to  tho 
point  at  which  he  would  no  longer  submit 
to  the  depreciated  rate.    But  m  what  a 
situation    would    the    noble    lord    place 
thejaudholder  ?  because  the  stockholder, 
should  happen  to  be  compelled  to  receive 
his  dividend  in  a  currency  depreciated  SO 
or  90  per  cent,  he  would  reduce  the  land- 
holder to  the  same  situation,  and  compel 
him  olso  to  surrender  tlie  greateif  part  of 
his  income,  by  receiving  his  rents  in  the 
depreciated  currency.    Where  was  tbe 
justice  of  this?  If  paper  was  sb  depre- 
ciated, that    100/.  nominal  value  would 
only  buy  a  leg   of  mutton,   the  noble 
lord  would  compel  the  landholder  to  re- 
ceive payment  in  the  same  currency,  and 
thus  reduce  the  value  of  his  property  to 
nearly  nothing.    The  injustice  of  such  a 
measure  was  too  glaring  to  require  any 
argument,  and  bad  as  tbe  measure  was  in 
itself,  it  was  still  worse,  with  a  view  to 
the  consequences  to  which  it  must  lead.** 
Tbe  consequence  of  this  proceeding  must 
be,  that  the  Bank  notes  would  become  a 
legal  tender,  and  then  this  country  would 
be  subjected  to  the  greatest  evils  expe- 
rienced by  tbe  French  government  in  (he 
time  of  the  Assisnats.     We  were  told  that 
we  were  engaged  in  the  contest  to  prevent 
such  evils ;  and  yet,  strange  to  tell,  we 
were  ourselves  now  called  upon  to  plunge 
into  this  very  system,  formerly  represent- 
ed, and  justly  represented,  as  so  pregnant 
with  injustice  and  calamity,    if  this  Bill 
passed,  the  notes  must  be  made  a  legal 
tender ;  they  would  then  have  a  forced 
circulation,  with  all  the  calamities  which 
experience  proved  to  be  dependant  upon 
it.    As  to  the  prevention  of  forsery,  and 
the    other    advantages    ascribed  to    this 
Bill,  he   believed  all   this  would   make 
but  little  dilTerence  in  the  eStci  of  the 
measure.    It  had  been  said  that  tbe  legal 
tender  had  been  in  contemplation  at  the 
time  the  restriction  was  imposedin  1797. 
He  bad  been  present  at  the  debates  on 
that  occasion,  and  certainly,  as  far  as  ho 
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ccNild   form   any   ooacliwion   frem  Ihe 

3 Beeches  then  delWered,  nobody  was  motfe 
ecidedly  hostile  to  ibe  principle  of  the 
aftignats  than  Mr.  Pitt  was.  Adverting 
to  the  conduct  of  ministers,  he  said  that 
he  never  saw  men  in  office  so  utterly 
unable  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  diffir 
calty  ;  so  utterly  undecided  and  ignorant 
as  to  the  proper  means  of  overcbining  it. 
The  noble  lord  on  the  opposite  bench, 
who  had  first  spoken  on  the  subject,  gave 
no  opinion  at  all,  bat  contented  himself 
with  stating  that  he  would  not  vote  for 
ike  rejection  of  the  measure !  While  the 
debate  was  going  on,  a  family  council 
was  held,  and  the  result  was,  that,  the 
noble  Secretary  of  State  declared  he  would 
support  that  which  three  days  before  he 
had  considered  as  unnecessary,  and  there- 
fore ought  to  be  rejected.  Did  ever  mi- 
nistry exhibit  snch  indecision  and  pusil- 
lanimity, such  fetality  and  total  unfitness 
for  their  sttoation,  soch  contemptible 
policy,  if  policy  it  might  be  called  ?  But 
if  their  lordships  valued  the  prosperity  of 
the  country ;  if  ihey  wished  to  escape  safe 
out  of  the  contest  of  which  there  appeared 
little  prospect  of  a  speedy  termination, 
ihey  must  oppose  this  motion.  Mnch 
more  might  be.said  on  this  subject,  but  he 
would  conclude  by  observing,  that  he  was 
convinced  in  his  own  mind,  that  if  this 
measure  was  carried  into  execution  there 
would  be  no  end  to  the  depreciation«-«>no 
further  security  for  the  property  of  this 
country. 

Earl  Siaihopt,  in  explanation,  said,  that 
there  was  no  soch  thing  in  this  country 
as  a  measure  founded  on  a  quantity  of 
bollionof  standard  fineness.  The  legal 
coin  was  the  money  with  the  stamp  upon 
it  The  stamp  was  what  made  it  the 
kwfal  coin,  not  to  be  melted  nor  trans- 

eirted,  and  not  the  weight  and  fineness, 
e  did  not  know  what  mathematicians  he 
liad  to  deal  with,  hot  if  Bank  notes  and 
gold  bore  a  fixed  proportionable  ratio  to 
fOkt  pound  sterling,  by  law,  they  were 
aqual  to  one  another;  and  to  prove'this, 
he  need  go  no  farther  than  the  first  book 
^  Euclid,  where  it  was  laid  down  is  Mn 
axiom,  that  thines  equal  to  the  same  are 
aqoal  to  one  another.  ^As  to  a  compulsory 
tender,  if  one  tender  was  gone  another 
must  be  substituted. 

Earl  Grty,  in  allusion  to  the  observation, 
that  the  noble  lord  did  not  know  what 
mathematicians  he  had  to  deal  with,  re- 
plied, that  he  could  not  conceive  a  standard 
without  length,  breadth  or  tbicknesa. 
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The  Earl  of  Wemtunitmdj  in  defence  oT 
mmistevs,  said  ,that  this  subject  had   aot 
been  introduced  by  theb.    Thay  vrere  at 
first  averse  to  the  Bill,  because  they  amw 
no  necessity  for  it»  but  if  it  was  Ibaiid  tiiat 
there  really  was  an  evil  to  rensedy,  tlSey 
must  rci^medy  it.     The  noble  lord 
had  given  the  notioe  to  his  tenants*  it 
said,  had  been  hardly  used,  and  bis 
triotism  and  great  pierits  had  been 
tolled  i  but  when  it'  was  fbund  that 
triotism  and  private  interest  were  so  elosaly 
linked  together,  ministers'natorally  begstn 
to  think  that  there  might  possibly  be   m 
great  many  patriots;  that  many  nigfat 
take  op  the  principle,  ar^  while  thoy  de^^ 
manded  their  rents  iR<  Jpecie,  or  in  paper 
10  or  20  per  cent  below  par,  woukl  have 
no  scruple  in  paying  their  debts  wvth  tbia 
paper  at  par.    When  this  cry  of  palriatisna 
was  raised,  no  one  could  say  how  far  it 
might  lead ;  no  one  could  teil  hotr  far 
th<^  who  partook  of  the  noble  lonhi  am-' 
timents  might  be  disposed  to  follow  Ina 
example.   *  As  the  noble  lord  had   naa 
given  this  notice  till  near  the  prorogatian, 
it  became  ministers  to  consider  whateflect 
snch  patriotism  might  have  during  the 
recess-— it  became  them,  as  far  as  tbey 
could,  to  prevent  the  oppression  of  tenaaia 
by  such  patriotic  landlords.— >The  noble 
earl  then  proceeded  to  argue  agaiast  tba 
existence  of  the  depreciation.    For  every 
legal  purpose  Bank  notes  slill  retaioei 
their  relative  value  to  gold.     Gold  in.coia 
and  Bank  notes  had  a  relative  value  fixed 
by  law,  and  this  ceald  not  be  altered  witli* 
out  violating  the  law,  by  melting  and  ex- 
porting the  coin.     The  melting  and  ex* 
porting  of  coin  was  illegal,  and  theretbra 
by  law  and  for  every  legal  puspose,  there 
was  no  depreciation.    The  noble  lord  on 
the  other  side  had  said,  that  the  deamesa 
of  all  commodities  was  a  proof  of  depre- 
ciation ;  but  the  rise  in  price,  he  main- 
tained, might  be  accounted  for  on  the  or- 
dinary principle  of  supply  and  demand. 
Colonial  produce,  and  goods  the  produce 
of  this  country,  which  could  not  find  their 
way  to  a  foreign  country,  were  cbeap» 
while  timber  and  other  things,  which 
from  the  present  state  of  the  continent 
could  not  be  edsily  procured,  were  dear* 
Timber  and  cotton  baMi  risen  30  or  40  per 
cent,  according  to  the  state  of  the  de« 
mand,  a  thin^  not  to  be  accounted  for 
from  this  magic  operation  of  a  depreciated 
paper.    But  the  cause  of  thisdepreeiatiofl» 
they  said«  wu  the  excesaof  the  cweulatioBi 
He  deihed  that  there  wsa  my  aach  axi 
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He  ffnnm&A  the  Buik  wat  allowed  at 

•oWcnty  aad  if  h  waa^  baw  cooM  m  faw 

Biilliaiii  mara  or  lata  naka  any  difltBroBcay 

conaidariog  the  inmieiiaa  qaantity  of  bo» 

ainaia  dona  in  ihia  eoontry  f  The  whole 

stnoant  of  iha  Bank  of  Eogland  notes  waa 

pnly  29,000,000.     Now   5,000,000  per 

day  pasMd  through  one  house,  in  this  city, 

and  let  any  one  Took  at  the  circalation  in 

proportion  that  most  take  place  in  the 

country,  and  say,  whether  the  amomit  of 

notca  waa  too  large.    Ten  millions  per  day 

pasaed  in  this  coantry,  0#  srillions  per 

week;   3,000  nilKona  per  anmim!  The 

whole  of  the  notes  must  change  hands  m 

Ibe  coarse  of  tlMyj  dajrs  basitiess.    What 

aignified,  then,  a  law  millions  more  or 

less  in  the  circulation.    It  was  said  that 

we  expended  90^  millions  annually  ;  then 

the  whole  circulating  paper  of  the  Bank 

woold  ha  receifCy  at  the  Exchequer  three 

'  or  ftrar  times  in  the  year!  But  he  might 

bo  uked  why,  if  there  waa  no  dapreeia- 

tion,    he  supported   this  Ineasure.     He 

coqM  only  say.nhat  he  supported^  it  en 

the  same  ground  as  his  nohle  friend  the 

Secretary  of  State,  lest  the  example  of 

the  noble  lord  should  haTe  a  bad  eflfect, 

for  such  a  proceeding  might  occasion  de* 

praciation  where  it  did  not  exist  before. 

As  to  the  iatipity  of  minister^  he  had  long 

been  accustomed  to  such  language.    But 

when  the  noble  lord  prophecied  the  great 

mischief  that  would  resolt  from  their  pro* 

ceedin^,  he  trusted,  that  if  ha  found  him« 

self  mistaken,  he  would  do  himself  the 

credit  to^  confess  his  error,  as  he  had  done 

m  regard  Co  transactions  in  other  countries. 

The  expectation  held  out  was  the  remoral 

of  the  restriction  by  their  great  tilenU; 

but  he  was  conrinced  that  without  that 

restriction  the  country  could  not  hare 

SBSlained  the  exertions  it  had  made. ' 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  was  anxious  to 
see  how  the  Bill  could  be  amended  in  the 
Committee^  but  he  could  conceive  no 
amendment  that  would  make  it  a  proper 
measure.  That  proposed  by  his  nohle 
friend  was  plausible,  but  he  was  satisfied 
it  woold  have  no  extensirely  good  effect. 
The  restriction  of  the  Bank  of  England 
ksues  might  not  prcTent  the  excessire 
israes  of  paper  by  private  banks,  and  the 
evil  might  still  go  on  increasing.  There 
was,  he  believed,  no  remedy  but  payments 
m  cash.  As  to  the  assertion,  that  those 
who  thooght  with  him  were  theorists,  and 
that  the  opimoBs  of  practical  men  were 
against  them,  he  had  to  observe,  that  their 
opinioaa  were  to  be  astimatad  by  the  eir* 
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esnustaiioaa  under  which  they  were  gtvas* 
Before  the  restriction,  Mr.  Giles,  the  late 
Bank  director,  and  other  eminent  practical 
men*  were  clearly  convinced  of  the  eece^ 
nty  of  cash  payments ;  but  when  it  be« 
came  the  interest  of  practical  men  to  hold 
a  contrary  opinion,  they  changed  accord* 
ingly.—* His  lordship  proceeded  toatatft 
that  when  the  measure  of  Bank  restriction 
was  first  agreed  to,  all  men  joined  in  re* 
greftting  it.  He  was  surprised,  however^ 
to  observe,  the  ministers  of  die  presenS 
day  did  not  concur  with  Mr.  Pitt  in  re- 
garding this  as  calamitous  in  an  extreme 
degree,  but  as  a  circumstance  whioh  had 
enabled  the  country  to  make  the  exertiona 
she  had  made,  if  so,  would  it  not  be  eon* 
sidered  as  an  arffoment  equally  strong* 
that  if  the  issues  of  Bank  paper  ware  conti« 
nued  in  an  increased  degree,  the  country 
WDoM  thereby  be  enabled  to  make  still 
greater  exertions  ?  Noble  lords  on  the 
other  side  considered  this  to  be  the  system 
on  which  the  salvation  of  the  country 
mainly  depended.  There  were  persons 
among  the  administration,  whose  opiniona 
on  this  subject  he  was  particularly  anxiooa 
to  hear.  The  opinion  of  the  noble  secre* 
tary  for  foreign  affhtrs,  for  instaoee, 
(manjttis  Wellesley),  who,  on  a  formev 
occasion,  in  such  glowing  colours,  eta* 
trasted  the  compulsory  state  of  the  paper 
currency  of  France  with  the  unrestrained 
currency  of  this  country,  he  was  extremely 
desirous  of  hearing,  hoping  that  the  ex- 
treme diflerence  between  the  two  mea- 
sures would  be  made  apparent.  He  had 
also  been  given  to  understand,  that  the 
idea  that  Bank-notes  should  be  convertible 
into  money  was  the  oflspring  of  barbarous 
times.  He  was  anxious  to  know  how  this 
could  be  made  out }  and  be  was  thelvfore 
desirous  that  ministers  should  have  an  op- 
portunity of  bringing  out  the  present  Bill 
m  the  most  perfect  wav  they  could  devise. 
He  conceived  this  to  be  a  most  important 
measure.  When  originally  proposed  by 
his  noble  friend,  ministers  were  pleased  to 
represent  it  as  one  wholly  unnecessary, 
and  it  was  only  from  what  had  followed, 
coming  from  the  side  of  the  House  on' 
which  he  sat,  that  ministers  had  thought 
the  measure  either  necessary,  or  at  all 
worthy  of  their  support.  What  opinion 
was  this  holding  out  tu  the  country  of 
themselves?  Was  it  not  to  say,  '«We 
hare  no  opinion  as  to  what  is  good  or  bad 
for  the  country, 'and  can  form  it  only  from 
what  you  say  on  the  subject.''  That  the 
country  should,  at  such  a  moment  u  the 
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present,  be  redoced  to  8ucb aatete fiPoi» 
the  want  of  all  minii  in  its  mioislen,.  he 
could  not  consider  but.as  truly  deplornble. 
That  ministers  should  now  support  a  mea- 
sure which  they  deemed  wholly  aniiecea- 
sary,  merely  because  it  met  with  the  dis- 
approbation of  those  who  were  in  general 
opposed  to  them,  he  confessed  himself  ut- 
terly at  a  loss  to  reconcile  to  any  principle 
either  of  utility  or  of  sound  policy.  He 
was  decidedly  of  opinion,  from  what  be 
coald  collect  from  the  experience  of  every 
other  part  of  the  globe,  that  the  only  re- 
medy which  remained  wha  the  restoring  of 
payments  in  cash.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  ministers  would  ponder  before  they 
gave  efiect  to  a  measure  which,  as  had  al- 
ready been  found  in  France,  could  not  be 
resorted  to  without  the  danger  of  ruin.  If 
they  persevered  in  the  present  measure, 
he  .  should  esteem  himself  called  on  to  re- 
sist it  more  than  any  other  which  could  be 
devised,  conceiving  it  to  be  most  pregnant 
with  mischief. 

The  Earl  of  Rcsu,  alluding  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  noble  earl  on  a  fprmer 
night,  said,  if  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
England  were  depreciated,  and  those  of 
the  Bank  of  Scotland  were  not,  how  did  it 
happen  that  the  rate  of  exchange  was  not 
turned  against  England,  which  was  not  the 
case  ?  It  was  agreed,  that  if  the  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  England  alone  were  taken 
into  consideration,  there  was  no  deprecia- 
tion; and  that  the  depreciation  only  arose 
from  the  country  Bank-notes,  it  was, 
therefore,  at  an}*-  time  in  the  power  of  the 
House  to  apply  a  remedy,  by  limiting  the 
itoue  of  country  Bank-notes,  Supposing, 
therefore,  that  the  Bank-restriction  act  had 
never  taken  place,  the  country  might  still 
have  been  in  the  same  situation  from  the 
excess  of  cdurttry  Bank-notes. 

The  Earl  of  LaudcrdaU  rose  to  put  him- 
self right  with  the  House  He  contended 
that  he  was  accurate  as  to  what  he  had 
said  relative  to  Scotland,  and  that  there 
the  Banks  were  liable  to  pay  in  specie,  in  , 
the.  same  manner  as  they  were  previous 
to  the  year  1797.  So  much  as  to  matter 
of  fact,  there  being  no  clause  in  the 
Bank  Restriction  Bill,  which  could  be 
construed  to  extend  to  the  Bank  of  Scot- 
land. As  to  the  question,  how  it  was  to 
be  accounted  for,  that  no  depreciation  of 
the  rale  of  exchange  had  thus  been  pro- 
duced against  England,  he  could  only  sup* 
pose  this  to  have  proceeded  from  the  cir- 
cumstance, that  no  landlord  had  made  a 
demand  of  payment  in  gold  till  this  year. 


He  himself  had-  l<>ng  seen  thai  it  w«a  in 
the  power  of  any  man,  if  he  cbos«^  it^  to 
make  all  ^e  Banks  in  Scotland  st(»p  pay* 
ment.  He  had  known  500  guineas  re* 
ceived  in  due  payment,  from  a  Bank  in 
Scotland,  within  a  short  period. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Comonittee, 
when  the  original  clauses  in  the  Bill  were 
agreed  to>with  some  technical  aiueiid- 
ments. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said  be  was  satis- 
fied that  in  framing  the  a^t  of  the   year 
1797,  an  omission  had  occurred*  purely 
trom  inadvertency,  in  the  clause  proiecting 
persons  from  arrest  where  a  tender  of  the 
debt  was  made  in  notesof  the  Bank  of  £n^- 
land.   H^  had  no  doubt  it  was  fully  meant 
that  this  should  extend  to  distresses  for  rent 
also.     As  the  law  now' stood,  though   no 
arreit  could  take  place  where  a  tender  of 
the  debt  was  made  in  bank-notes,  aiilJ  the 
party  might  refuse  to  accept  of  i^  and 
might  proceed  in  his  action.    This  he 
m^ant  now  to  extend  to  cases  of  distress 
for  rent ;  and  to  provide  that,  though  in 
such  circumstances,  the  summary  process 
must  stop  where  a  tender  in  bank-notes 
was  made,  still  the  landlord  might  go  on 
with  his  legal  remedy,  if  he  chose  it,  till 
he .  should  see  how  lar  that  would  avail 
him.— The  clause  being  put,  was  agreed 
to. 

The  Marquis  of  Laasdoioitr  thought  that 
some  limit  should  be  put  to  the  issoee  of 
paper  by  the  Bank-  He  therefore  pro* 
posed  a  clause,  limiting  the  future  issues 
oif  the  Bank  to  the  sum  to  which  they 
should  be  found  to  amount  on  the  1st  of 
July  1811. 

The  Earl  of  laperpool  saw  no  evidence 
of  any  excessive  issue,  and  thought  that 
to  specify  a  limit  might  produce  inconve- 
nience. The  issues  of  the  Bank  had  been 
encreased  last  year,  in  cousequence  of  the 
failures  of  a  number  of  country  Banks; 
when  the  evils  thereby  felt,  however,  were 
done  away,  the  issues  of  the  Bank  were 
reduced,  and  in  February  of  the  present 
year  were  under  their  necessary  amount* 
To  make  the  extent  of  the  present  is«ue, 
therefore,  a  criterion  from  which  to  judge 
of  what  might  be  the  proper  amount,  woald 
be  by  no  n^eans  expedient.  For  the  pur- 
pose of  guarding  the  public,  however,  aa 
much  as  possible,  he  should  propose  a 
clause,  limiting  the  endurance  of  the  pre- 
sent Bill  to  the  25ih  March.  1812,  so  that, 
if  it  was  renewed,  it  might  at  an  early 
period  become  the  subject  of  parliamentary 
inquiry. 
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Earl  SieimAcpr'tabniiUed  that  tome  limit 
sfaonld  be  pat»  eTcn  though  it  should  ex- 
tend to  oDe,  two,  or  three  millions  beyond 
the  present  amount. 

Lord  Hoiiamd  conceitred  that  the  clause 
ahould  at  least  be  introduced  into  the  Bill, 
to  allow  the  House  to  judge  of  it  as  well 
ma  of  the  other  provisions  of  the  Bill,  when 
it  should  be  printed  in  its  amended  state. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  he  should 
move  that  the  Bill  be  recommitted,  that  it 
be  printed  as  amended,  and  that  a  day  be 
then  appointed  for  taking  it  into  considera- 
tion. 

Lord  HoUand  still  submitted  that  this 
clause  was  as  wall  entitled  to  fall  consi* 
deration  as  any  other  clause  that  might  be 
introduced  into  the  Bill  could  be. — The 
question  on  this  clause  was  then  put  and 
nei^ired. 

^he  Earl  of  Lwerpool  moved  a  clause, 
limitine  the  endurance  of  the  Bill  to  the 
8t5th  of  March  1812,  which  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  report  ordered  to  be  recei?ed  to- 
morrow. 
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Friday,  July  5. 

Gold  Coin  and  Bank  Notb  Bill.] 
Lord  IValsingham  presented  the  report  of 
this  Bill*  and  their  lordships  proceeded  to 
take  the  amendments  into  consideration. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said  he  bad  a  few 
additional  amendments  to  propose,  hut 
these  were  chiefly  of  a  verbal  nature.  His 
lordship  then  proposed  the  same  to  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  Bill. 

Earl  Stanhope  said  he  should  not  object 
to  the  amendments  now  proposed  by  the 
noble  secretary,  some  of  which  he  per- 
ceived to  be  necessary.  But  he  wished  to 
stand  absolved,  in  the  eyes  of  the  House, 
or  off  the  public,  from  being  the  cause  of 
any  111  or  mischievous  consequences*  that 
roiflht  arise  from  the  great  alterations  which 
baa  been  made  in  the  Bill  since  he  had  the 
honour  to  propose  it.  The  Bill  which  he 
proposed  in  the  first  instance  was  so  clear 
and  plain,  that  every  joryman  in  the  coun- 
try could  understand  it.  He  acknow- 
ledged himself  the  father,  as  be  had  said 
before,  of  the  Bill,  but  since  the  noble  earl 
and  his  learned  friends  bad  undertaken  the 
narsing  of  it,  it  was  so  altered,  that 
although  lawyers  might  understand  it,  few 
jurymen  he  believed  could.  He  conjured 
noble  lords  to  consider  that  this  was  a  legis- 
tife  measure,  which,  of  all  others,  required 
to  be  clear  and  plain,  considering  its  ob- 
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jects ;  end  it  was  one  also  which  ought, 
as  far  as  possible,  to  obviate  the  miscon- 
struction of  lawyers. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  that  hit 
noble  friend  need  not  be  apprehensive 
from  the  amendmenu  which  had  been 
made  to  the  Bill,  that  it  was  rendered  ob- 
scure or  unintelligible  ;  it  was  such  as  na 
juryman  in  the  country  could  rotsunder* 
stand.  He  could  not  however  avoid  re- 
marking, with  respect  to  the  noble  father 
of  the  Bill,  that  though  he  had  committed 
it  to  the  nursery  of  himself  and  his  friends, 
he  was  very  fond  of  attending  in  order  to 
rock  the  cradle.  To  this  he  had  no  objec- 
tion, and  he  trusted  that  with  the  care 
taken  in  the  nursing  of  the  Bill,  it  would 
be  rendered  an .  efficient  and  salutary  pro- 
duction. As  to  guarding  this  or  any  other 
Bill  from  the  misconstruction  of  lawyers, 
he  believed  it  would  be  found  impractica- 
ble to  do  it,  where  they  were  so  inclined. 

The  Earl  of  Lmrpoo/ suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  introducing  a  snort  clause  for 
preventing  the  operation  of  the  present 
Bill  from  extending  to  Ireland  ;  as  from 
the  different  customs  which  prevailed  ia 
that  country,  in  these  rejects,  itsapplica* 
tion  might  lead  to  considerable  inconveni- 
ences. 

The  Earl  of  Jtosie  acquiesced  in  the  pro- 
priety of  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble 
Secretary  of  State,  and  was  of  opinion, 
that  from  the  diflerent  modes  and  intervals 
of  paying  the  rents,  no  serious  inconve- 
niences were  to  be  apprehended  in  Ireland, 
in  the  interval  between  this  and  the  prob^ 
ble  period  of  the  next  meeting  of  parlia* 
ment. 

The  clause  was  then  added  to  the  Bill, 
which,  with  the  amendments,  was  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  to  be  read  a  third  time 
on  Monday. 


■ousE  OP  lords. 
Monday,  July  8. 

« 

Marsralsea  Prison.]  Lord  Holland 
adverted  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
respecting  the  case  of  an  individual  who 
died  some  time  since  in  the  Marshal- 
^ea  prison,  and  observed,  that  in  his  opi- 
nion the  evidence  bore  oat  the  verdict  of 
the  coroner's  jury.  He  did  not  mean  in 
this  case  to  throw  blame  on  any  person  in 
particular,  and  understand'mg  that  a  new 
prison  was  in  forwardness,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  lord  Steward,  he  had  re- 
frained froiA  calling  their  lordships'  atten- 
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tjioti  to  the  snbjett.  He  must,  howeTer, 
be  allowed  to  mention  two  or  three  cir- 
cumstances respecting  the  management  of 
the  f>rison ;  the  hardships  arising  from 
which  to  the  poor  prisoner,  would,  he 
trusted,  he  corrected.  In  the  first  place, 
the  prison  was  altogether  insufficient  for 
the  proper  accommodatiDn  of  the  prison- 
ers; in  the  next  place*  14  days  must 
elapse  before  tha  poor  prisoner  who  was 
unable  to  support  himself,  could  go  through 
the  necessary  forms  to  obtain  sustenance 
from  the  prison ;  and  lastly,  the  prisoners 
of  this  description  were  not  allowed  a  cer- 
tain ration  of  food,  but  a  certain  quantity, 
and  no  more,  was  allowed  for  the  whole, 
and  if  the  number  was  large,  the  indivi* 
duals  could  obtain  but  a  scanty  supply. 
If  these  grievances  were  not  remedied  he 
should  feel  it  his  duty  to  bring  the  subject 
before  their  lordships. 

Gold  Coin  and  Bank  Notb  Bill.] 
On  the  order  of  the  day  being  reiMi  for  the 
third  reading  of  this  Bill ; 

Earl  GfDfpflior  thought  it  incumbent  on 
him  to  say  a  few  words  in  opposition  to  it, 
conceiving  it,  as  he  did,  a  Bill  pregnant 
with  the  most  prejudicial  consequences  to 
the  country.  Having  been  obliged  to  quit 
the  House  on  Tuesday  from  indisposition, 
after  hearing  one  of  the  cabinet  ministers 
oppose  the  Bill  as  unnecessary,  he  was 
much  astonished  to  learn  the  next  mora- 
tng  that  the  ministers  had  determined  to 
support  the  Bill,  and,  had  he  not  been  pre- 
vented  by  indisposition,  he  should  have 
felt  it  his  duty  to  have  attended  on  Wed- 
nesday to  sign  the  Protest  against  it.  He 
now  felt  it  bis  duty  most  solemnly  to  pro- 
test  against  the  Bill,  which  he  conceived 
must  lead  to  the  very  worst  conaequences, 
in  makiiig  in  efiect,  though  not  techni- 
cally. Bank  notes  a  legal  tender,  and  in 
fixing  a  maximum  for  gold,  that  it  should 
not  be  received  or  paid  nt  above  a  certain 
rate ;  and  a  minimum  for  Bank  notes,  that 
they  should  not  be  received  6r  paid  at 
lielow  a  certain  rate.  In  the  adoption  of 
these  principles,  of  a  forced  circulation  of 
paper  currency,  and  a  maximum  and  a 
mini  mom,  he  conceived  there  was  the 
greatest  danger  to  the  opulence  and  the 
permanent  interests  of  the  country.  He 
aaw  no  eflfectual  remedy  for  the  existtna 
Btate  of  things,  but  the  repeal  of  the  Bank 
Reatrictfon  act,  and  tbousht  it  might  aot 
be  expedient  to  carry  tncb  a  measure  into 
effect  immediately,  still  no  time  ought  to 
be  lost  in  briDging  it  about.   Httegrottad 
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that  a  noble  viscount    (Ssdmoalh)  was  not 
now    present,  in  whose    administratiflB, 
during  the  period  of  the  peace  of  Amicn, 
the  Stank  directors  came  to  him  with  tean 
in  their  eyes,  (whether  siocere  or  hypo- 
critical it  was   impossible    now  to  say) 
praying  that  the  restrictioa  might  be  takes 
off,  and  that  they  might  he  again  alloirerf 
to  pay  in  cash.    That  was  thco  refiud. 
The  Bank  directon  had   since  nutterully 
altered  their  opinion,  and  were  now  mm 
solicitous  that  the  restriction  should  sot 
be  taken  t»ff.    He  coold  aot,  however,  6r* 
give  them  for  not  making  their  arraag^ 
ments,  which  would  facilitate  thair  pajio; 
in  specie  whenever  it  should  be  thoo||[lit 
expedient  to  resort  to  that  measure— i 
measure  which  he  concelFed  to  be  the 
only  effectual  remedy  for  that  state  d 
things  which  it  was  sought  to  pafliase  hf 
the  present  Bill.-^AIler  a  short  pause, 

Lord  JKSnf  expreimd  his  astonishflteot  i 
that  no  noble  lord  on  the  other  ude  sboaU 
have  risen  to  attempt  to  justify  or  enlsii 
the  clauses  which  had  from  that  sioe  tt 
the  House  been  introduced  into  the  Bill, 
and  which  so  peculiarly  called  for  expli* 
nation  from  those  who   proposed  or  top- 
ported    them.      Under     these    circu0' 
stances,  be  felt  it  his  duty  lo  make  a  few 
observations  upon  the   Bill,  as  it   aot 
stood,  and  which  he  considered  as  mhollf 
nugatory  with  respect  to  th«  object  it 
professed  to  have  in  view,  whilst  it  ^ 
same  time  it  threw  still  greater  diAcultitt 
in  the  way.  of  the  adjustment  of  oontfscti 
between   landkrd   and    tenaai.     1^ 
must  now  be  two  operatioiis  instead « 
one.    As  the  law  stood*  the  tenant  might 
satisfy  the  contract  by  paying  the  Bsdi 
note  at  its  real  value.    That  being  rea- 
dered  impossible  by  this  Bill,  the  tenio^ 
must  take  a  certain  portion  of  his  P^^'f* 
to  market,  and  sell  it  at  a  lower  ^^'Jf 
the  purpose  of  procuring  gold  to  w^ 
his  landlord,    if  those  who  now  argid 
forward    this    Bill  thought   they  co^ 
thereby  retard  the  depreciation  of  Biw 
notes,  or  prevent  there  being  two  pricj* 
one  in  paper  and  the  other  in  gold,  tbef 
were  miserably  mistaken.    Already  then 
were  in  fact  two  prices,  a  gold  «o«  * 
paper  price,  and  to  that  the  system  !■<» 
come.    He  had  listened  with  mocli  at^* 

tion  to  the  argumenu  of  »»««•***•'?*! 
this  subject,  and  they  reaMy  amoaoted  » 
nothing  more  than  this— ••  The  Bsak  « 
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Enp^and  have  issued  a  pieoe  of  ptPg 
which  they  call  a  one  pound  note*  J\ 
(the  TruMory)  agree  to  take  !!•••*' 
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povad  note,  thcrefora  it  ii  a  one  pound 
note,  ond  eooal  to  a  pound  ttoriing/' 
Was  il  to  be  belitTod  thai  this  coold  keep 
op  Bank  notes  at  a  nominal  valae,  depre* 
cialcd  as  they  andoabtedly  were,  com* 
pared  with  the  price  of  gold.  The  noble 
Secretary  of  State  had  said  on  a  former 
day,  that  the  Bill  was  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  tenantry — an  observa- 
tion which  fonTinced  him  (lord  King)  of 
the  ignorance  of  the  noble  lord  upon  the 
aabject.  How  could  the  interests  of  the 
tenantry  be  protected,  if  protection  was 
not  given  generally  to  the  agricultural  in* 
teresis  of  the  country,  and  how  were  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  country  to  be 
protected,  when,  by  this  Bill,  additional 
difficulties  were  thrown  in  the  way  of  the 
adjustment  of  contracts  between  landlord 
and  tenlMit,  and  those  contracts  were  in- 
terfered with  in  a  way  most  injurious  to 
the  interests  of  both :  The  only  conse- 
onence  must  be,  that  landlords  would  rb- 
rose  to  gram  leases  to  their  tenants,  for 
the  performance  of  the  conditions  of  which 
they  could  have  no  security.  Their  lord- 
ahtps  were,  in  short,  utterly  wastinj^  their 
time  in  the  consideration  of  this  BilL  It 
could  by  no  possibility  do  good,  nor 
could  it  achieve  the  object  which  it  pro- 
fessed  to  have  in  view.  They  must  either 
repeal  the  Bank  Bestriction,  or  they  must 
have  two  prices,  a  gold  and  a  paper  price. 
This  it  would  be  impossible  by  the  Bill, 
or  any  soch  measure,  to  prevent*  An  in- 
stance had  been  stated  relative  to  this 
subject,  in  which  a  person  went  to  por« 
chase  3  per  cent,  consols,  he  was  told 
that  they  were  at  64  or  65 ;  his  answer 
was,  that  he  came  with  IfiOO  guineas  in 
his  pocket.  That  immediately  altered 
the  case,  and  he  was  told  that  he  might 
hoy  with  gold  at  a  ranch  lower  price. 
This  must  necessarily  be  the  case  with 
respect  to  every  commodity  unless  they 
returned  to  payments  in  specie.  It  was 
in  vain  for  their  lordships  to  pass  this  Bill; 
it  could  not  efiect  the  object  those  who 
had  adopted  it  professed  to  have  in  riew. 
It  could  not  retard  the  depreciation  of 
Bsnk  notes,  nor  coold  it  prevent  the  two 
prices  in  gold  and  paper,  the  natural  ef- 
fect of  that  depreciation. 

Tbm  Lord  Chaicdhr  felt  it  hU  duty  to 
stale  the  impression  upon  his  mind  with  re- 
spect to  this  BilL  At  the  period  of  1707, 
when  the  restriction  on  the  Bank  of  £off- 
knd  was  first  proposed,  he  was  an  humble 
adviser  of  the  government ;  and  if  a  noble 
krd  near  him  would  condescend  to  re- 
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collect  his  opinions  upon  that  occasion^ 
that  noble  lord  most  recollect  that  he  was 
then  trembling  with  doubts  as  to  the  effect 
of  interfering  with  the  contracts  between 
man  and  man.  He  did  not  recollect  how 
far  the  opinion  of  that  noble  lord  went 
upon  that  occasion ;  but  he  was  certain 
that  he  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  had  then 
more  doubts  upon  the  subject  than  some 
of  the  ministers.  That  act  having  intrrfer- 
cd  with  the  contracts  with  individualsi^ 
so  for  as  to  say  that  the  debtor  should 
not  be  arrested,  if  he  tendered  the  debt 
in  bank-notes,  was  it  now  to  be  said  that 
a  tenant  should  have  his  goods  or  stock 
seised,  because  he  could  not  procure  goM, 
which  was  not  to  he  obtained?  It  had 
been  said  that  the  tenant  was  bound  to 
pay  in  good  and  lawful  money  of  tho 
realm,  but  so  was  every  man  who  owed 
moQey  upon  any  account  whatever,  unless 
there  were  special  conditions  to  the  con- 
trary covenanted  between  the  parties. 
What  was  the  case  between  the  obligor 
and  obligee«-in  a  bond  between  the 
holder  of  a  bill  of  exchange  and  the  ac- 
ceptor, did  not  the  same  circumstances 
equally  tipply?  was  not  the  obligation 
of  payment  equally  the  same?  When 
therefore  the  landlord  had  left  to  him  his 
action  of  debt,  his  action  of  covenant,  and 
his  action  of  ejectment,  if  he  did  not  chuso 
to  take  bank-notes,  was  it  too  much  to 
say  that  he  should  be  prevented  from 
seising  the  goods  or  stock  of  his  tenant, 
merely  because  he  did  not  chuse  to 
take  the  Bank  notes  in  payment  which 
his  tenant  had  tendered  ?  This  Bill 
was  not  compulsory  on  the  landlord  to 
take  bank  notes  from  his  tenant  in  pay- 
ment of  rent.  It  merely  said  this,  as  the 
legislature  in  1797  had  said  with  respect 
to  creditors  generally,  that  he  should  not 
seise  the  goods  or  stock  of  his  tenant, 
where  the  rent  had  been  tendered  in  bank- 
notes. The  Icgblature,  whilst  it  did  not 
compel  the  creditor  to  accept  bank-notes 
in  payment  of  his  debt,  had  prohibited 
him  from  arresting  the  person  of  his  debtor 
where  the  amount  of  the  debt  had  been 
tendered  in  Bank  notes.  If  the  landlord 
persevered  in  bringing  his  action,  because 
he  did  not  chose  to  take  bank  notes,  the 
tenant  wonld  be  justified  in  resorting  to 
every  legal  mode  of  fighting  out  his  land- 
lord upon  the  question,  and  bringing  his 
writer  error  to  have  the  question  solemnly 
determined.  What,  however,  would  the 
landlord 'get  by  thisoffisr?  Every  legal 
proceeding  having  been  eshaosttd  on  Qm 
(Si) 


8Bi]        HOUfiB  OF  LOBDS, 


/ToM  eUb  oAd  Bm*  JNbM  JKil. 


\m 


purt  of  btm  tnd  iiia  tenarit^  bv  woiaM  find 
at  last  that  he  mast  take  those  ▼ery  bank 
notes  which  his  tenant  had  originally  ten- 
dered to  htm.  Was  it  then  too  much  to 
iay»  that  the  landlord  should  not  haTe  the 
yower  of  disiraininf  upon  his  tenant* 
merely  because  the  former  chose  to  de* 
Baand  gold,  which  it  was  impossible  for 
the  latter  to  procure  ?  Supfiose  the  land- 
lord of  hts  house  in  Bedford -square  chose 
to  demand  his  $00i.  rent  in  geld,  which  it 
was  impossible  for  him  (the  Lord  Chan* 
eel  tor)  to  procare,  was  he  to  be  prevented 
from  going  to  the  coart  of  Cbaacery  to 
give  judgment  in  a  cauSe,  beeanee  his 
books  had  been  seiged  upon,  which  he  had 
been  continiHtlly  accuaaulmling^  tbat  be 
miffbt  obtain  infonnatien  for  tbe.  purpose 
of  doing  joiliee  between  party  and  paity» 
and  all  tbia  merely  becanse  it  wasimpoe* 
sible  for  bin  to  procure  tbe  gold  wbtoh 
hie  lendlord  bad  chosen  to  demand?  Those 
who  ol]jected  to  this  Bill  mnst  be  pvepered 
to  go  the  full  fength  of  a»ying  iJiat  tbey 
were  ready  to  repeal  immediately  ikie 
act  of  1797»  foff  otberwlie  ibey  could  na*, 
in  any  fairoesa^  object  to  a  Bill  whicb  geeie 
em  of  the  transaction,  in  1797.  Bal 
what,  in  thai  oase,  w«&  te^be  aehttiteted? 
ibat  the  noble  lord  declined  to  slate*  like  the 
ftobleHord  near  him  reapeeting  the  Cattbetic 
fuenioiiy  wibo  would  not  tell  bim  wbeteeonf 
rities  be  proposed  to  establish,  if  tbe  Calbe* 
lie  claims  were  granled',  but  mecely  said 
to  him,  "  Yon  differed  m  aemiment  on 
Ihe  subject  with  Mr.  Pitt,  end  Iberefare  I 
cannot  teH  you/'  Te^  return,  boweter^  to 
Ibe  subiect,  it  was  impossible  to  agree  in 
the  expediency  of' the  enactment  of  1791^, 

ereventingedebtor  from  beingariealed  wbo 
ad  tendered  bis  debt  in  Bank-notes,  eai 
not  to  acknowledge  the  justice  of  tbe  pre- 
aent  Bill  in  placing  the  tenant  in  the  same 
silnation  with  respect  to  bis  goods  end 
stock  where  he  had  tendered  bis  rent  in 
Bank*noteB,  The  Bill  was,  besides,  reo» 
dered  necesstf  y,  in  order  to  prevent  indi- 
viduals from  depreciating  tbe  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  England  at  their  pfeasere.  It  was 
atiU  tbe  more  rendered  necessary,  by  the 
decision  which  the  jndges  bad  been  |>er- 
auaded  to  come  to  in  the  case  of  De 
Yonge.  [Some  observatioa  was  made, 
by  lord  Greoville,  on  the  ezpresion  **  per- 
soaded  to  come  to.'')  In  using  theer* 
pressiook  **  persuaded  to^comeio,  the  first 
that  occurred  to  bis  mind,  he  shoold  be 
ashamed'  of  setting  his  foot  again  into  that 
House  if  he  could  be  sapposed  for  a  mo» 
mtnt  to  have  insinnnted  tbnt  the  judgee 


were  actnated  by  aoy  ioapropnr  motive; 
all  that  be  meant  wns,  that  tbey  had  ^rfh 
nients  at  length  upon  tb%  <}uestioii,  id 
after  much  discossion    had  cooae  to  that 
decision.    The  Bill    ymm    a^^ain  rendered 
necessary  to  prevent  other  landlords  fnm 
takinff  a  most  undue  and  uit&tr  advaota^ 
of  their  tenants^    The  nahia  lord  (Eiog) 
of  whom  he  wished   to  speak  wHh  evefy 
respect,  had  in   bis  notices  to  hts  teeaae 
certainly  acted  equitably  upon  tbe  princi* 
pies  be  had  fadopied  in  bis  own  mind,  bj 
making  a  difference  in  his  demands  accei^ 
iiig  to  tbe  diflbreni  dates  of  bis  contrsctt 
with  his  tenants.    Biit^  how  mmtty  had- 
lords  were  there  wbo  wossid  pay  no  attentiss 
to  this  distinction  ?     And   wbo  could  ttft 
<<  I  do  net  care  about  the  price  of  gold  al 
this  or  that  period ;   if  oay  lord  King  ess 
get  gold  ftt>m  bis  tenanu^  I  can  do  tla 
same  at  the  Ml  rale  at  whidi  it  eaa  bt 
obtained.^'    He  Voald  pot  another  csiSi 
to  shew  tbe  necessity  of  tbe  Bill,  tbat  oft 
young   professional   naan»  •  for    imtanet/ 
straggling  with  tbe  worlds  wbo  had  a  rest 
of  90/.  per  aonam  to  pay,  and  had  SflOOL 
S  per  cent.  Connls.     Hie   lordsb^  de* 
aiandsd  bis  rent  in  geld,  bat  tbe  Bank  re> 
Aised  to  pay  bim  bis  dividend  ingM, 
Weald  not  this  be  agrievoos  injustice^ 
An    indiTtdval   so  etrcoaMtaoced  anght 
justly  say-^'  Am  a  public  eredtcor,  1  an 
refused  any  other  payment  than  in  Bisk- 
notes ;   but  here  is  a  legislafeoiv  one  of 
those  by  whose  act  I  am  eo  refused  to  bi 
paid,  except  in  Bank* notes, insists  epoonj 
paying  him  bis  rent  in  gold,  which  I  ess* 
aot  procure,  and  because  I  cannot  prscen 
it^  my  geods^aM  to  be  distrained/'  Wosif 
aot  sacb  cases  as  these  be  a  grievoot  op- 
pression}     He  was  peculiarly   siuiated 
with  respect  lo  this  question,  having  tc  ^ 
situation  tbe  officii  care  of  25  millicni  « 
tbe  property  of  his  Majesty's  sobjeen/  »^ 
without  the  means  of  enfopoing  thepsjT* 
ment  of  any  part  of  tbat  sum  except  0 
Bank-notes.    He  repeated,  that  so  loof 
as  it  was  deemed  expadientto  contiaasim 
oieawreof  1799,  thisBiU  mustbscoai«* 
part  of  it^  otherwise  these  fveuld  beDO 
eqoality  in  the  aioaalion  of  ceatrsctifll 
parties  eqvidiy  emhled  to  pretedKMi,  n^ 
would  eqaal  jaslioe  be  dealt  oat  to  thoit 
who  bad  eqaal  Omam  to  it,  fortkeie<^ 
be  no  jtntioe  in  leaving  the  tsaant  ^ 
had  tendered  Baafc»notes,  txposadtobs 
distrained  upon  by  hialandloid,  whiUt  vj 
debtor  in  other  caftea  wbo  had  tsndtm 


Bank-notes,  was  exempted  ftam  w**^ 

.  To  those  wba  oalled  for  tha^  Pff^  ^ 
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Mm  ttdof  170?,  be  would /lay  Ihal  Ihtt 
•ywliiw  •Qght  Mi  to  bt  deiMywdl  to 
wbicb  wo  w«i«  00  nftteriolly  indebted 
for  tbow  exeriioai  wbieb  bad  m  largeljr 
cotttribstod  to  tbo  welfare,  tbe  proa- 
perity»  aod  tbe  glory  of  tbe  ceuntrv. 
lie  did  not  firofets  to  onderataod  the  aup* 
jeci«  bot  of  this  be  was  firmly  convinced, 
thai  if  tbif  Bill  did  not  paM»  the  act  of 
17  01  remaining  in  Airce,  that  equal  justice 
would  not -be  dene,  «or  would  that  mode 
of  relief  le  which  all  were  equally  enti- 
aled,  be  fairly  and  impartiaUy  deak  out  to 
mil  bis  Miyesty's  subjeda.  The  Bill  was 
iberefore  absolutely  necessary,  in  order 
ibal  all  having  the  same  claims  of  justice 
might  be  placed  upon  the  same  footing  of 
«qaaliiy  by  ibe  legislature. 

Lord  GremniU  would  net  fellow  tbe 
noble  and  learned  lord  in  bis  observations 
on  the  Catholic  question,  but  would  come 
immediately  to  the  subject  before  their 
lordships.  The  noble  and  learned  lord 
bad  most  grievously  disappointed  him  in 
tbe  hope  which  be  cherisbed^^-moet  cenfi* 
dently  cherished,  from  some  observa^estt 
in  tbe  outset  of  his  speech ;  that  be  would 
have  distinctly  stated  what  would  be  tbe 
oAeciof  this  Bill.  But,  after  listening  with 
tbe  utmost  attention,  he  atill  remained  on 
tbat-point  in  the  most  complete  and  total 
ignorance.  The  noble  and  learned  lord  told 
what  erery  one  kn^w,  that  landlords  had  va- 
rious remedies  against  tenanU  for  the  reco- 
very of  their  rents ;  that  the^  might  proceed 
by  the  different  modes  of'^distrem,  ejects 
ment,  action  of  covenant,  or  debi.  From 
the  language  of  this  Bill,  he  presumed  it 
took  away  tbe  remedy  of  distress.  Now, 
what  he  wanted  to  know  distinctly  from 
the  noble  end  learned  lord,  was,  in  what 
aituation  the  landlord  would  stand  with  re- 
gard to  bis  tenant,  when  this  Bill  shoold 
have  obtained  the  mnction  of  tbe  legisla-* 
tore?  Would  they  still  retain  tbe  remedy 
by  ejectment,  and  action  of  debt  and  cove- 
nant ?  The  noble  and  learned  lord  has 
not  told  us,  continued  lord  Grenville,  bow 
they  will  stand  in  this  respect,  though,  as 
1  understand  it,  they  are  still  to  retain 
thise  remedies-^bot  a  more  alarming  view 
of  the  subiect  than  that  taken  by  tbe 
noble  and  learned  lord,  I  never  before 
heard  in  any  discossiuo  upon  anv  qnes* 
tion.  Becolleot,  my  Lords^  the  effect  will 
not  step  with  the  landlord  and  tenant ;  it 
will  pervade  every  contract,  every  trsns- 
action  of  exchange  in  this  commercial 
coooury  ;  and,  astonishing  and  painful  as  it 
was  to  me  to  bear  the  spoacb  of  the  noble 


and  learned  lord,  I  am  glad  that  he  baa  n- 
lieved  the  queetion  from  tbe  invidious  as« 
peraions  with  which  it  has  been  connected 
•—that  be  b«  admitted  it  to  be  one  affecting 
not  any  particniar  clam,  but  every  des- 
cription of  persons  m  this  great  trading 
country*    &it,  tbe  argoment  of  the  noble 
and  learned  lord  is  tbis--tbat  tbe  system 
was  establifbed  long  ago,  aod  that  this  Bill 
is  necessary  to  support  it.    What  then^ 
according  to  his  own  description,  will  be 
iu  effect  ?     He  baa  adverted  to  all  ibe 
enormities,  to  all  tbe  horron  which  socb  a 
system  is  oalcolatodtoprodnce»««nd  what 
is  the  conclusion  ?    What  must  every  one 
have  expected  to    follow  I    Surely  thai 
the  system  ought  to  be  abandoned.    That, 
however,  is  not  tbe  noble  and   learned 
lord's  coodosion.    No ;  but  because  it  is 
destmctive  of  every  fair  reciprocity  in 
transactions  between  man  and  man---be- 
cause  its  oonlinoance  is  inconsistent  with 
any  thing  like  justice,  in  matters  of  con- 
tract,  commercial   or  agncolturai«»  be- 
cause it  u  vttinons  to  the  public  creditor 
^rbeeause  it  completely  overturns  tbe  ra- 
dical and  fundamental  principles  of  lit- 
change,  aod  agreemenca  of  every  d^iK 
cription— you  are  to  aggravato  and  ex- 
tend the  existing  evil  by  making  it  impos- 
sible  for  one  man— nay  for  one  transac- 
tion, to  poss,  without  feeling   its  eftcte. 
—I  beg  ,your  lordships  to  attend  to  the 
picture  which  has  been  presented  to  yon, 
of  the  consequences  witb  regard  to  men 
in  indigent  circumstances ;  the  noUe  and 
leamedlord  has,  indeed,  rather  drawn  bis 
illustration  from  mm  in  middling  circum- 
stancee,  and  be  mks  whether,  when  he 
brings  his  commodities  to  market  and  can 
only  get  bank  notes,  he  is  to  be  driven 
from  bis  boose  becmuse  tbe  landlord  chusea 
to  be  paid  in  gold.    Bot,  myLords,  if  we 
are  to  argue  upon  tbe  admission  that  tbe 
evil  exists,  i  desire  to  ask,  where  is  this  to 
stop?    If  the  man  of  middling  circum« 
stances  is  to  be  driven  from  bis  house  be* 
cause  he  cennot  get  gold,  bow  ^  will  it  ba 
when  a  further  depreciation  takes  place, 
and    when    the  same  destruction  over* 
whelms  tbe  poorest  masses  of  the  com* 
munity?  When  they  will  not  only  want 
a  house,  bnt  tbe  bread  necessary  to  sostnin 
exiilence  ?    Is  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
ignorant  that  the  labourer  is  in  many 
cases  by  law  confined  to  a  particular  n\^otf 
Here,  he  may  «9f,  I  am  compelled  bf 
your  laws,  to  renuin,  and  yet,  by  these 
laws  the  depreciation  of  l»nk  notes  hi 
one  1  am  paid,  isancb  ibaa  I  e^m* 
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not  procure  the  bread  ttecewary  ta  snilain 
life  from  day  to  day !    My  lords,  I  am 
potting  no  speculative  case.     Is  he  lo 
little  acquainted  with  what  took  place  in 
France  ?  Does  he  not  know  that  the  fatal 
law  of  maximum  was  produced  there  hy 
the  Tory  argument  which  he  now  oses, 
tiiat  it  was  acted  upon  for  the  very  reasons 
which  he  now  urges  in  support  of  this 
,Bill  ?  And  yet,  he,  who  lived  at  the  time 
this  transaction  was  passing — he  who  saw 
•the    dreadful  consequences    exemplified 
before  his  eyes,  even  he  advises  %  similar 
proceeding,  and  supports  his  advice  upon 
similar  arguments  and  principles  ?  I  there- 
fore, my  Lords,  take  up  the  argument  in  a 
view  directly  opposite  to  his ;  and,  if  he 
has  the  charge  of  25  millions  of  the  pro- 
perty of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  and  if  the 
country  is  brought  into  such  a  situation 
that  he  is  unable  to  guard  against  a  loss 
of  five  millions  upon  that  sum,  a  loss  of 
full  20  per  cent.  I  conjure  your  lordships 
to  pause  now  at  length,  since  you  have 
not  done  it  before^  when  he  lays  before 
you  not  only  what  will  be  the  effect  of  a 
continuation  of  the  system,  but  what  has 
•been  the  consequences  of  your  persever* 
log  in  it  up  to  this  time. 

But  the  noble  and  learned  lord  tells  us, 
that  the  system  must  go  on  because  it  was 
established  in  1797.  Now,  I  should  like 
to  know  what  was  enacted  in  1797.  I 
always  thought  I  knew  till  this  night;  till 
I  heard  his  speech  this  night,  1  never 
thought  there  had  been  any  doubt  then 
whether  or  not  bank  notes  should  be  made 
a  legal  tender.  He  says  thai  he  was  ad- 
Tcrse  to  the  making  bank-notes  a  legal 
tender,  and  that  he  would  not  enquire 
what  bad  been  the  opinions  of  others  on 
that  point-*!  understand  the  insinuation, 
my  Lords,  and  I  will  tell  htm  what  was 
.  my  opinion. — I  was  decidedly  against 
making  bank  notes  a  legal  tender.  I  and 
others  were  anxious  that  they  should  not 
be  made  a  legal  lender  by  any  shift, 
means,  contrivance,  or  upon  any  pretence 
whatever.  I  wish  be  had  spoken  out,  and 
told  us  what  he  conceives  the  law  to  have 
done.  I  conceived,  and  I  thought  till  this 
night  that  every  man  in  the  country  could 
have  nodoobt  about  it;  that  in -1797  the 
law  took  away  the  power  of  arresting  the 
person  previous  to  the  suit  and  that 
«aly ;  but  that  every  other  legal  remedy 
remained  in  the  same  full  force  and  effect 
as  before.  There  is  not  the  least  pre- 
tence that  the  law  then  made  a  distinction 
btlweea  Jandlorda  and   other   persons. 


They    all,   with     tbm    exception  abon 
stated,  had  their  full  remedy  aa  before  the 
act.    Such  was  tbe  law,  ea  I  nndentood 
it,  if  it  is  otherwise,  it  is  high  tame  that  we 
should  understand  inrhmt  it  is.     Your  lord- 
ships cannot  be  igoormnt  what  a  shock  Im 
been  already  given  to  public  confidesci 
and  credit,  by  this  Bill  and  by  the  speecka 
of  the  ministers;  but  that  has  been  iittlc 
compared .  with  the  eflfects  that  most  be 
produced  by  the  speech  of  tbe  noble  isd 
learned  lord  this  night  unless  I  misoodn>' 
stood  him.    No  triumph   in  debate,  w 
any  other  triumph   -over  the  noble  isd 
learned  lord,    would   give    me  half  th 
pleasure,  as  to  hear   him   distinctly  Msie, 
that  the  law  with  respect  to  the  legaf  cm* 
der  stands  now  as  it  did  in  the  year  I797i 
except  as  to  the  arrest  previous  to  the  a^ 
tion.    Instead  of  that,  you  heard  him  uj 
something  about  giving  relief  in  eqaitj. 
I  should  be  sorry  to  ask   him  to  go  so/ 
great  length  in  giving   his  opinion  hert 
extrajudicially ;  and  indeed  I  think  be  bsi 
gone  far   enough  already;    but  I  bopt 
nothing  has  as  yet  been  done  to  make  tbi 
law  different  from  what  it  was  mUadtdn 
1797  it  should  be.     Now,  my  Lords,  with 
respect  to  the  proceeding  of  1797,  it  wai 
considered  as  a  temporary  and  necessary 
act,  and  therefore  an  act  of  wisdom ;  sm 
I  think  the  noble   and  learned  lord  M 
down  the  distinction  accurately,  thattbere 
ought  to  be  no  interference  with  prif^ 
contracu,  except  in   cases  of  neresiity. 
Necessity  then  required  the  suspensioo>  v 
1  believed,  and  pamful  as  it  was  to  hue 
recourse  to  that  measure,  still  it  was  joiU- 
fied  by  the  necessity,  but  by  ihst  oolj* 
I  am  satisfied,  therefore,  that  the  origifl^ 
suspension  was  wise,  bat  I  do  not  enterttis 
tbe  s^me  satisfaction  at  the  recollectioa 
that  the  act  was  continued.     I  have  ofteo 
said,  that  on  reflection  1  was  long  <<0^ 
satiified  that  there  was  no  necessity  ><Br 
continuing  tho  suspension  till  the  end  ot 
the  then  existing  war/and  of  coarsei  ttat 
the  continuation  was  improper.    I  ^^'^ 
regret,  my  Lords,  that  it  took  pl^ce,  sfls 
therefore  I  protest  against  any  iuftftnx^ 
being    drawn    from    that   circom^wif*' 
Noble  lords  argue  upon  a  complete  w* 
lacy,  upon  a  total  misrepresentation,  wben 
they  describe  the  situation  of  tbe  <^^^^ 
as  resting  upon  the  act  of  1797*    ^*^ 
measure  extended  the  suspension  oo  i^'* 
tber  than  the  conclusion  or  the  then  ttw^ 
ing  war.    But  it  was  continued  ^^rl 
necessity  had  ceased^-when  ^'  f^!?f 
almost  flJooe,  most  earnestly  oppoMO  » 
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mestoret  thtt  were  then  pontied ;  and  in 
no  part  of  my  public  condool  do  I  exolt 
more    than   in   that  opposition.    Every 
shadow  of  necetttty  had  vanished :   the 
country  wai  in  a  situation  in  point  of  pub- 
lic credit^  of  financot  of  currency,  of  the 
rate  of  exchange*  that  no  longer  required 
anv  regulation  of  this  kind;  the  price* of 
ballion,  and,  in  short,  every  thing  that  any 
man  had  ever  conceived  as  aflecting  this 
question,  became  so  favourable,  that  it 
was  not  only  advantageous,  but  perfectly 
easy  to  have  put  an  end  to  the  restric- 
tion.   The  act  was  continued  first  for  a 
short  time,  and  at  last  till  the  end  of  the 
war.    When  the  present  war  broke  out, 
it  was  likewise  continued  till  the  end  of 
this  war;    but  upon  no  argument  that 
would  not  equally  spply  in  the  case  of 
any  war    whatever;    and   thus,  in   ad- 
dition to  the  hardships  and  burthens  to 
which  war  necessarily  subjects  the  coun- 
try, it  is  to  be  always  exposed  to  the  ad- 
ditional misfortune  of  being  enfeebled  in 
the  means  by  which  the  war  must  be  car- 
ried on.    There  was  not  a  shadow  of  pre- 
tence for  continuing  the  restriction  at  that 
period.     My  noble  friend  said,  that  the 
bank  directors  came  to  the  ministers,  be- 
seeching them  to  remove  the  suspension. 
1  give  them  credit  for  their  conduct,  I 
give  them  credit  for  foreseeing,  not  only 
the  injury  to  themselves,  but  the  mischief 
which  the  restriction  must  occasion  to  the 
country,  if  continued  during  the  whole 
course  of  the  war. 

There  is  another  small  observation  not 
to  be  passed  over  ;  when  the  system  is  de» 
fended  on  the  ground  of  the  act  of  1707, 
let  noble  lords  consider  thediB'erence  in  the 
situation  of  the  country.  When  the  re- 
striction was  imposed  in  1797,  itwasdone 
in  the  firm  belief  that  ther^  was  in  reality 
•  no  difierence  between  paper  and  gold ;  and 
on  that  ground  it  was  argued.     On  the  same 

? round  the  continuance  of  it  was  proposed, 
he  value  of  paper  was  equal  to  that  of 
gold  daring  no  inconsiderable  part  of  the 
present  war,  and  so  it  might  have  conti- 
noed  even  to  this  hour,  notwithstanding 
the  suspension,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
svitem  of  devouring  waste,  which  it  was 
tb^  glory  of  ministers  to  have  produced. 
TosTi  the  other  hardships  of  the  war,  this 
was  added,  that  we  had  ministers  who 
mtde  a  boast  of  their  devouring  waste  and 
boondless  profusion.  This  was  tho  foon- 
dstion  of  the  present  system ;  and  when 
they  ask.  Where  is  the  remedy  ?  I  reply, 
one  remedy  is  to  depart  from  the  system  ; 


to  revert  to  a  course  of  measures  to  which 
your  means  are  adequate  ;  to  revert  to  the 
real  policy  of  the  country.    After  the 

Iiicture  given  by  the  noble  and  learned 
ord  of  the  misery  to  which  the  subjects  of 
the  empire  will  be  exposed  from  this  sys* 
tem,  do  not  waste  the  resources  of  the 
country  in  a  manner  unparalleled  in  the 
annals  of  the  nation ;  do  not  continue  to 
squander  its  means  at  a  rate  which  yon 
have  not  the  smallest  hope  of  keeping  up. 
Without  this  any  plan  of  relief  would 
only  vary  the  form  of  the  distress.  Great 
as  are  the  resources  of  the  country,  a  per* 
petual  expenditure  of  90  millions  cannot 
be  supported.  The  remedy  proposed  in 
this  Sill  is  one  which  i  denounce  as  calcu- 
lated to  aggravate  the  mischief  a  hundred 
fold.  The  obvious  means  of  relief  is  this ; 
consider  what  measures  brought  you  into 
this  situation,  and  retrace  them  step  by 
step.  The  noble  and  learned  lord  asks,  is 
there  a  man  who  would  dare  to  propose 
that  the  restriction  should,  in  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  country,  be  removed  ? 
Is  he  to  learn,  that  when  government  pur- 
sues an  esroneous  course  to  a  great  length, 
though  the  pernicious  consequences  may 
be  clearly  seen,  yet  the  subject  will  not 
always  admit  of  a  sudden  and  total  re- 
medy. The  wise  plan  is  to  go  back,  step 
by  step  as  you  advanced  ;  but  the  pro- 
posal of  our  present  ministers  is,  since 
they  are  wrong,  to  go  on  from  error  to  error 
till  the  mischief  is  irretrievable.  If  mi- 
nisters disavow  the  principle  of  the  restric- 
tion, much  may  yet  be  done ;  the  first 
thing  is,  in  their  speeches  here,  to  declare, 
that  they  do  not  mean  to  persevere  in  this 
ruinous  course  of  proceeding ;  next,  that 
it  is  their  intention  to  retrace  their  steps  ; 
and,  thirdly,  that  they  intend  to  examine 
into  the  means  by  which  this  country  may 
be  placed  in  its  former  situation.  My 
own  opinion  is,  that  if  you  set  seriously 
about  the  proper  remedy  your  progress 
will  be  more  rapid  than  is  generally  ima- 
gined. So  far  am  I  from  being  liable  to 
the  imputaticm  of  having  concealed  my 
opinion  as  to  the  remedy,  that  I  almost 
stood  alone  in  advising  you  to  retrace 
your  steps,  when  it  might  hsve  been  done 
much  more  easily  than  can  now  be  ex- 
pected. 

This,  then,  is  my  view  of  the  system, 
and  the  remedy.  1  he  noble  and  learned 
lord  has  given  a  picture  of  the  distreKs 
which  a  perseverance  in  the  system  must' 
occasion,  which  I  am  so  far  from  combat- 
ing, that  I  am  anxious  to  im|\ress  upon  T^^^^r 
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ipiocb  Ibaiilie  ml  will  not  be  <eoaiaed  !• 
•nt  pariicalar  claM,  but  esteod  to  «Yery 
•pecittf  of  tranaftctUiQ.    Tk«  ^4ia$tion  a« 
to  tbe  power  of  cUsireas,  tbfi  noblo.  Mud 
ieamed  lord  puts  in  a  most  iovidioin  ligbt» 
Mid  aayt  tbauk  tbo  ofaject  of  the  Bill  is  to 
rdieye  Ibe  lenant.    Now,  tho  question  of 
arrest  for  debt  was  lately  under  diicucuiioo 
in  this  House,  and  it  was  alledged  then, 
tbat  tbe  power  of  arrest  was  no  less  useful 
to  tbe  debtor  tban  the  crediioTi  because  it 
iacJlitated  transactions  between  wan  and 
ttao«  for  where  tbe  remedy  was  eapedi^ 
tious  and  easy,  ibe  creditor  would  be  less^ 
scrupuloos  about    the  security.    Apply 
this  reasoning  to  the  case  of  distress  for 
rent,  and  I  ask  whether  this  remedy  is 
calculated  solely  for  tbe  benefit  of  tbe 
landlord  ?•— whether,  in  principle,  it  is  not 
advantageous  to  the  tenant  also,  as  land* 
lords  are  by  these  means  induced  to  give 
leases  upon  conditions  more  favourable 
than  they  otherwise  could  or  would  do  ? 
Thus  I  put  the  case  to  bim  ;  but  to  your 
lordships  I  pot  it  on  much  broader  grounds. 
If  tbe  remedy  by  distress  is  advantageous 
only  to  a  few  at  the  expence  of  many, 
repeal  it  wholly.    I  am  sure  your  lord* 
ships  have  sufficient  patriotism  to  put  an 
end  to  this  remedy,  if  contrary  to  the  ge- 
neral interests  of  the  country.    If  it  is 
retained,  it  can  only  be  on  the  ground  that 
it  is  beneficial  on   both  sides ;  and  why, 
then,  should  this  gross  and  injurious  dis* 
tinction  be  introduced  ?  If  this  Bill  passes, 
it  will  go  out  to  the  country  that  the  meati- 
ing  of  tbe  legislature  is,  tbat  Bank-notes 
shall  be  a  legal  tender.     I  think,  however, 
this  Bill  does  not  make  it   legal  tender, 
and  always  thought  so^  till  the   speech 
which  I  beard  from  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  this  night  raised  some  doubts  in  my 
mind.      1  hope  he  will  sUte  distinctly 
what  it  is  intended  to  do.     I  hope  he  will 
not  be  contented  with  talking  aboutdelays 
in  law— 'fighting  in  tbe  courts-^and  keep- 
ing at  arms  length ;  but  tell  us  accurately 
in  what  situation  be  means  to  leave  the 
law  as  between  landlord  and  tenant.    If  a 
landlord  thinks  that  tlie  Bank  paper  is 
depreciated,  no  matter  however  orrone* 
ously,  but  if  he  thinks  so,  has  be  or  baa  he 
not  a  right  to  say  to  the  tenant,  I  will  not 
take  paper  ;  I  will  be  paid  in  gold,  in  the 
lawful  money  of  this  country  for  which  I 
stipulated  ?  It  is  of  great  importance  to 
your  lordships  that  this  should  be  clearly 
understood.     It  is  important,  because  tbe 
principle  applies  equally  to  all  transac- 
tions.   If  there  is  a  doubt  whether  real 
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money  can  be  damancLpdL  4li0  fwUereiii^ 
to  be  da^rmined  one  wmjr  or  ^li«r  ^  boi  i 
own  I  have  this  nigbty  for  tJbe  fin*  tias  is 
my  life,  beard  it  doiibted  wli^ther  bmk- 
notes  were  or  were  not  |n  lef/tl  lender. 
When  an  iuToluntary  ftyclnmitioa  escapai 
me,  my  Lorda^  at  oa#  part  of  tfac  aobk 
and  learned  bid's  ipeecJb>  it  W90  not  di- 
cauae  I  attributed  to  him   any  disrespect 
to  the  Courts ;  but  I  nan  astooiabed  heiri 
perioa  in  bis  situation  couW  have  deachUd 
tbe  btw,  as  be  did.    If  ibe  judgos  cmH 
*  have  been  persuaded'  to  imra  dedsnd 
'that  to  be  law  which  wan  iiot«  tlie  cobm- 
quence  would  have  bean  Hiat  bank-jKritf 
would  be  a  legal  tender.     The  ^ovemouat 
attemptad  to  secure  their  ob^jectw  by  bafi^ 
recourse  toohsoleu  ttata^on*>iefatufesiyss 
which  a  proceeding  bad    been  dediafli 
forty  years  ago,  because  they  ware  obto^ 
lete— *and  tbey  did  this  becaaae  they  ^ 
afraid  to  come  openly  with  the  ptop» 
tion  to  your  lordships.     If  Ihcve  was  ssf 
hesitation  on  the  subject,  it  waa  more  fron 
the  manner  in  which  it  waa  taken  uf^  sa^ 
the  quarter  from  which   the  proaecotioa 
came,  than  from  any  real  difficulty  in  t^ 
question.    But  though  tbe  jodges  wsie 
'  persuaded'  to  adopt  thisdeciaion,  the  per- 
suasion was  so  powerful,  tbat  unless  i  iB 
misinformed  they  were  unaoimous.  Ih^n 
therefore  the  sanction  of  tbe  unania^ 
opinion  of  the  judges,  tbat  bank*notcsars 
not  a  legal  tender  ;    tbat  tbey  are  Dot 
government    money ;     and    that    their 
tokens  likewise  are  debased  coin,  not  or* 
culated  under  the  authority  of  tbe  gonra- 
ment,  and  need  not  be  taken  in  paymeai 
of  any  debt.    I  think  the  Bank  ot  infinite 
advantage  to  the  country,  as  a  main  piiiv 
of  our  commerce  and  credit;  but  itsttU<> 
lity  depends  upon  its  being  kept  disuoct 
from  the  government. — His  lordship  tbes 
referred  to  the  writers  and  the  debates  op 
tbe  subject,  to  prove  that  this  was  the 
view  taken  of  it  by  men  of  the  gsc^^f*! 
abilities,  and   in  the  best  times  o(^ 
country.  £ngUnd  had  been  distiugoiibed 
in  this  respeot  from  other  nations;  ffOO^ 
France^  Austria,  &c.  whcye  Banks*  b^ 
their  connection  wi(b  their  govaroaieaf«» 
had  (alien,  while  that  of  Eogland,  from  Jtf 
being  always  diitipct  from  the  govero* 
menty  bad  flourished*    At  last,  however, 
thus  CDunUy  hisd  tbe  misfortune  to  see  so 
endeavour  to  identify  Umb  Bank  with  toi 
government.    Tbe  inevitable  cooscquey* 
would  be  tbe  loss  of  confidence  sod  9^ 
This  stiite of  thin^  was  nut  owifllg ^,r 
B9i»k>  b«it  to  tbe  do? ourin«  wa^  of  ^^ 
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ttrm,  ^rb0  Ibiiiid  tbe  tyttein  fteecMiry  to 
support  their  proAisioSj  an^  thercfofe 
made  tiM  Bank  an  eogioe  to  rapport  the 
syatesi. 

Tho  noUe  lord  proeeetled  to  crgue  that 
nobody  corporate  could  support  the  talac 
of  tokoas  estimated  by  a  limited  or  debas- 
ed  standard.     Manofacturers  might,  for 
the  carrying  on  their  own  inditidual  trade, 
iaeue  money  of  a  sasaller  Taloe,  which 
ahoold  be  again  receiTod  ta  payment,  but 
no  private  company  coold  maintain  a  ge- 
neral debased  currency.     It  was  now  how* 
ever,  sought  to  give  to  this  system  tntro- 
doced  by  ministers,  not  only  the  autho- 
rity of  gorernment,  but  the  sanction  of 
parliament  also.     His  terdship  saw,  by  an 
advertisement  which  had  appeared  in  the 

Impera  of  that  day,  that  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
and  was  now  in  the  course  of  issuing  de- 
baaed  tokens  by  authority  of  parliament. 
He  was  grieved  to  think  that  such  a  mea- 
8ore4iad  been  resorted  to.    He  defied  any 
noble  lord  to  shew  him  the  smallest  sha- 
dow on  which  parliament  could  hold  such 
an  aasumptton  of  power.    He  denied  that 
parliament  had  any  such  right ;  and  he 
regretted  to  see  that  it  had  assumed  it ; 
because,  in  so  doing,  he  conceived  that  it 
was  no  longer  governed  by  the  old  esta- 
blished rules  by  which  it  had  hitherto 
been  regulated,  but  that  its  proceedings 
bad  d^nerated  into  a  solemn  mockery. 
He  desired  noble  K>rds  to  try  this  ques- 
tion by  the  test  of  their  own  judgment. 
It  was  an  established  law  of  this  country, 
that  nothing  could    take   place   of  the 
known  standard  and  given  quality  of  the 
coin  of  this  country  ;  and  now  they  were 
to  be  IdM,  that  parliament  had  sanctioned 
diat  that  should  be  taken  as  the  current 
coin  of  the  country,  which  was  one-fifth 
less  than  this  Standard  va?ue.     If  this  were 
a  new  question,  the  solution  of  it  might 
sacm  to  be  difiicult,  and  the  mode  of  ad- 
jasaaent  might  be  doubtful.    It  was,  how- 
ever, a  question  of  no  doubt,  and,  indeed, 
was  a  settled  point,  that  the  issuing  of  de- 
hsaed  coin,  at  its  nominal  value,  was  no- 
thing short  of  a  gross  fraud  and  robbery 
on  those  to  whom  it  was  issued.    fThen, 
wens  their  lordships  prepared  to  say  that 
they  ought  to  embrace  such  a  system  ? 
Were  they  prepared,  with  aft  those  evils, 
aodwith  all  the  certain  workings  to  be 
pwdsoed  from  die  measure  itself,  com- 
pletely kepi  ki  view,  to  say  that  this  must 
bo  wrong,  but,  ae  it  existed,  it  must  go  on 
natil  its  evils  multiplied  on  the  country  ? 
Ha  bsli«?ed,  as  his  aoWe  friend  had  said. 
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that  this  watnot  a  measure  wMck-  bad'  oc- 
cupied much  of  his  attention  ;  but  thaa 
he  had  built  his  proposition  principally 
on  the  individual  information  afforded  him. 
It  would  have  behoved  the  noble  lord, 
however,  to  have  said  from  whom  he  did 
receive  this  individual  information.  He 
desired  it  to  be  recollected,  that  it  waa 
not  the  case  of  one  or  two  individuals, 
which  could  produce  the  evils  against 
which  his  noble  friend  wished  to  provide 
by  this  Bill.  The  present  Bill  went  to 
hold,  not  that  Bank  notes  are  to  be  held  in 
equal  estimation,  but  that  they  are  in 
equal  estimation  with  guineas.  If  such 
should  be  the  effect  of  the  act,  then  would 
the  case  of  every  man  be  equal ;  but  if, 
on  the  other  hand,  one  man  chose  to  pay 
and  lo  receive  in  payment  Bank  notes  aa 
equal  to  specie,  and  another  not  to  ea-> 
teem  them  in  that  light,  then  it  followed 
that  bank  notes  and  guineas  were  of  diffe* 
rent  values.  His  noble  friend  seemed  to 
think  that  things  mightdiifer  in  their  value, 
from  there  being  a  greater  or  smaller  de- 
mand for  them.  He  conceived  the  value 
to  be  made  up  both  of  demand  and  of 
price.  *  It  was  by  both  that  the  value  of 
articles  was  created.  He  should  be ashani* 
ed  almost  to  argue  the  question  if  it  were 
not  with  a  person  of  his  noble  friend^a 
discerning  faculties.  What  did  the  value 
of  any  thing  consist  in,  but  in  the  estiasa- 
tion  of  mankind  and  in  the  difiicully  ol 
supply  ?  There  attached  all  the  difficulty  ; 
namely,  in  the  difference  between  the 
value  of  gold  and  paper.  An  emperor 
was  not  possessed  of  power  enough  to  in- 
troduce a  single  word  into  a  language ; 
much  less  ct)nld  the  House  of  Commono 
expect  to  introduce  paper  into  the  market 
as  bearing  a  mercantile  price.  If  this  waa 
not  so,  how  could  a  court  of  equity  aflhct 
that  which  no  artifice  coold  change;  make 
a  man  take  less  than  the  value  for  money. 
This  was  an  idea  which  did  not  exist  in  the 
year  1 797.  Then,  there  waa  no  difference 
of  value  between  gold  and  paper  eor* 
rency,  and  the  circumstanoes  did  not  theft 
truly  tfpply.  He  warned  noble  lordf 
against  the  consequences  likely  to  reaull* 
from  the  forcing  of  such  a  measure  as  the> 
present.  The  consequences  resuHing  front 
such  a  measure  alwajrsdid  revert  with  the 
greater  force  on  the  projectors  of  it,  in 
proportion  to  the  strength  with  which 
they  wished  to  protect  it.  So  their  lord* 
ships  would  find  that  the  momenjttfaey 
gave  this  artificial  eminence  to' Bank 
paper,  the  more  they  debased  it  below  tfa^ 
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Urtl  it  would  othemriae  naturally  hold. 
That  waf  the  natural  consoqoence  to  be 
.  expected  ;  and  the  next  step  of  his  noble 
friend,  if  the  present  Bill  should  pass  iiito 
a  law,  most  be  to  prepare  some  measure 
which  should  have  the  effect  of  steeling 
the  public  mind  against  a  still  greater  de- 
preciation of  the  paper  currency  of  the 
country.  The  natural  effect  of  this  Bill 
would  be,  that  when  commodities  were 
brought  to  the  market,  they  would  be 
sold,  if  gold  was  given  in  payment.  for> 
them,  and  would  be  withheld  if  any  other 
■pecios  of  payment  was  offered.  Would 
not  persons  holding  out  their  commodities 
for  sale  propose  them  to  be  sold  at  a 
smaller  price,  if  to  be  paid  for  in  guineas ; 
and  at  a  larger  price,  if  to  be  paid  for  in 
Bank  notes  ?  His  lordship  was  not  pre- 
pared to  pass  a  law,  declaring  that  there 
should  be  a  money  price,  and  a  paper 
price  in  this  country  as  between  man  and 
man.  But  this,  be  was  satisfied,  must  be 
the  effect  of  passing  the  present  Bill. 

Earl  Stamhopc  said  he  had  been  mis- 
understood by  his  noble  friend  as  to  his 
idea  of  value  arising  from  demand.  He 
should  take,  for  explanation  of  his  state- 
ment, tlie  instance  of  two  editions  of  the 
same  book,  one  of  them  scarce  and  the 
other  not ;  there  would  then  be  a  great 
difference  in  the  price,  because  those 
anxious  for  the  rare  edition  would  be 
ready  to  secure  it  at  any  price,  there  being 
a  great  difficulty  in  securing  it,  while  for 
the  more  common  edition,  but  equally 
valuable  to  any  common  purchaser,  the 
price  would  be  comparatively  small.  So 
were  Bank  notes,  at  this  moment,  to  those 
who  were  not  borne  away  with  the  idea 
of  the  scarcity  of  guineas,  and  of  course 
with  their  greater  value.  He  was  utterly 
astonished  when  he  heard  his,  noble  friend 
utter  so  mischievous,  abominable^  and 
impolitic. a  sentiment  as  this,  that  that 
which  the  public  creditor  was  bound  to 
take  was  not  a  lesal  tender  to  any  other 
man  whatever.  If  his  noble  friend  con- 
tended, that  so  was  the  case,  be  should  be 
glad  to  debate  it  with  him  ;.  let  him  recall 
to  his  noble  friend  the  high  situation  which 
be  lately  held ;  let  him  remind  him  that  to 
a  situation  equally  high,  he  might  again 
speedily  be  raised,  and  then,  let  him  ask 
his  noble  friend,  if  from  a  person  holding 
%  situation  of  that  importance  in  the 
country  such  language  as  this  was  or 
ought  to  be  expected— >that  the  requiring 
men  to  receive  payment  in  such  a  mode 


gross  fraud  and  robbery  on  th^countiy* 
Ho  contended  thai    this   was  most  mis- 
chievous doctrine    to    be  eiilertaiaed,  the 
more  so^  as  coming  from  a  persoo  who  bsd 
been  one  of  the  miniaters  or  the  coontry  li 
the  very  time  the  act  whic:b  produced  tb« 
supposed  fraud  and  robbery  was  paneii. 
In  such  a  case  he  asked  to  be  the  adTocate 
of  his  noble  friend  against  htmself,  and,  as 
such,  he  contended  that  tbe  whole  dilemmi 
arose  from  the  mischievous  idea  that  pty- 
ing  in  the  weight  of  guineas  was  paying 
in  guineas.     He  did   not  contend  that  it 
was  not  absurd  to  say,  that,  when  goioeai 
rose  above  their  nominsJ  raJoe,  it  was  io- 
proper  that  they  should  be  melted,  or  thai 
it  was  improper  that   they  should  be  ex< 
ported.     He  had  no  share  in  tbe  making 
of  any  such  laws.     H«;  had  always  cos- 
tended  that  it  was  not  the  weight  in  goJ<i 
which  gave  the  standard  to  guineas,  bat 
the  stamp  with  which  they  were  \mpre$Ki 
He  had  spent  nine  yeara  of  his  life  in  tbe 
little    respectable   republic    of  Genert 
There  the  gold  coin  was  pistoles,  and  tbe 
silver  coin  was  that  of  Spain.     The  watcb* 
makers  were  then  in  the  use  of  tumiof 
every  pistole  which  came  into  their  bandi 
into  the  crucible,  for  the  purpose  of  coo- 
verting  them  into  cases  for  watches.   It 
was  discovered,  however,  that  in  tbets 
pistoles  there  was  an  ingredient  whicli  did 
not  suit  the  purpose  to  which  they  were 
so  converted.     There  was,  as  a  coropooeni 
part  of  these  pistoles,  a   powder  ctIM 
emery,  but  no  sooner  was  this  discovered, 
thaa  the  pistole  ceased  to  be  pat  into  th» 
crucible;  the  watch- inaker  would  no  losgct 
purchase  it.    A  chemist,  however,  sooo 
afler  found  out  the  means  of  ejctracting 
from  the  pistole  this  powder,  when  tbe 
pistole  again  grew  into  repute,  and  wss 
as  much  sought  after  as  ever,  for  tbe  pa^ 
*pose  of  beiuK  turned  into  the  cruciMe. 
Was  there  a  doubt,  then»  if  the  continent 
was  opened  to  this  country,  but  that  gold 
would  return  ?   This  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected while  the  balance  of  trade  and  the 
balance  of  payments  was  agsinet  thit 
country.  An  increased  demand  for  otff^ 
factures  would  naturally  produce  so  i^ 
crease  of  our  bullion.    Noble  lords  talked 
of  the  depreciation  of  the  paper  currescy* 
He  did  not  admit  that  there  wss  aaytocU 
depreciation.     He  did  not  pretend  toitf 
that  this  might  not  be  the  case;  btOv* 
denied  that  it  was  so  at  preseBt^H* 
agreed  that  a  depreciation  of  ptper  ctf' 
rency  might  very  well  arise,  »$  f^r  '*' 
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b«d  mttfilioQed  in  hii  letter  to  th«  Lord 
Chancellor,  'tbete  represeotativea  of  » 
circuUtiniP  mediam  were  said  even  to  have 
been  fforged  in  this  country ;  there  was 
little  doubti  that^  from  whatever  cause 
they  arote,  France  was  deluged  with 
them;  and  diinisters  hdd  been  pretty 
roundly  accused  of  having  encouraged  the 
forging  of  them.     The  cause  of  this  de- 

Eciation  wasy.tbat  there  were  there -no 
k*«ntries,  as  he  proposed.    The  re- 
r>n  between  the  two  thinjirs  would  not 
then  be  changed.    The  Bank- notes  would 
atand  as  against  corn  or  sheep ;  or,  sop- 
poaing  that' there  Was  no  money,  there 
would  then  be  a  barter  of  ejie  against  the 
oth^r.    The  position  of  the  poble  lords, 
therefore,  on  this  subject  were  all  founded 
on  error,  or  n^istake.     He  had  pricked  up 
his  ears  with  great  expectation,  in  hopes 
of  bearing  tb^   promised  remedy  of  his 
noble    friend   (lord    Grenville),    but    he 
thought  it  had  all  ended  in  a  long  pa- 
renthesis.   At  lengthiCame  out  a  recom- 
mendation for  us  to  get  out  step  by  step, 
and  this,  too,  from  measures,  of  which  his 
noble  friend  himself  was  one  of  the  ad- 
visers.   His  noble  friend  claimed  great 
credit  for   his  patriotiaip.     He  was  in- 
clined to  give  him  credit  for  it  to  its  full 
extent ;   and  for  this  reason,  because  his 
noble  friend,  and  those  who  went  with 
him*  commonly  agreed   with  him   (lord 
Stanhope).     Here,  however,  he   thought 
they  resembled  a  set  of  merchants,  who 
wished  to  sell  their  guinea  for  127#.  and 
yet  to  say  that  they  did  to  as  patriot^, 
and  purely  for  the  good  of  their  couhtry. 
He  had  been  a  good  deal  astonished  at 
what   had   fallen  on  a  former  evening 
from  a  noble  earl  (Grey),  when  he  sup- 
posed a  time  when  the  country  would  be 
under   an    impossibility  to  perform    ita 
engagements.     It  was*  no  doubt*  very 
alarming  to  be  told  that  a  time  miglit 
come  when  public  credit  might  be  af- 
fected* and  still  more  to  be  told  this  by 
penens  likely  at  some  future  day  to  be-" 
coma  ministers  of  the  country.    This  was 
an  event  which  ought  never  .to  be  sup- 
poied*  as  i^  ought  never  to  occur. 

Earl  Gr^  wished  to  put  the  noble  earl 
in  mind  that  the  expressions  he  had  made 
use  of  on  a  former  evening  were  made 
under  certain  qualifications,  which  were 
essential  to  a  proper  understanding  of 
tbeau  No  person  could  state  more  highly 
than  he  had  done  the  obligation  of  faith 
and  justice  towards  the  public  creditors. 
He  had  merely  suted*  that  if  ever  the  tiiae 
(VOL.  XX. ) 
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should  come,  and  it  was  impossible  not  to 
deprecate  that  calamity — if  ever  there 
should  exist  any  danger  that  this  country 
would  not  adhere  to  good  faith  of  every 
description,  it  would  be  in  consequetice  of 
the  measures  of  the  noble  lord,  it  was 
proper  to  give  his  statement  as  he  himself 
had  made  it. 

£arl  Stanhope  said  there  was  no- need  for 
the  noble  earl  to  add  any  thing  on  the 
subject.  According  to  any  definition* 
the  possibility  which  the  noble  earl  had 
supposed,  was  a  thing  which  was  impos- 
sible. There  was  no  case  in  which  the 
engagements  to  the  public  creditor  ought 
not  to  be  performed.  He  would  even  go  to 
the  depreciation  which  the  noble  earl  had 
supposed,  of  90  per  cent. ;  and  here  he 
wished  their  lordships  to  observe*  that 
what  was  due  to  the  public  creditor  was 
only  a  proportion  of  the  national  wealth; 
but  whatever  it  was*  still  he  was  entitled 
to  that  proportion.  He  himself  had  no 
money  in  the  funds,  his  whole  property 
was  in  land;  but  they  had  to  remember 
that  their  estates  were  a  part  of  the  national 
wealth.  The  public  creditor  was  tha 
mortgagee  on  these  lands,  and  they  were 
the  mortgagers ;  and  they  had  not  a  right 
to  one  farthing  of  the  revenue  of  their 
estates  so  long  as  the  public  creditor  should 
remain  unpaid.  He  would  suppose  an  in* 
dttstrious  carpenter  who  by  50  years  of 
his  life  spent  in  ingenuity  and  hard  efforts* 
had  been  able  at  last  to  accumulate. one 
hundred  pounds  a  year  in  the  funds: 
could  any  man  endure  the  idea*  that  this 
poor  man  should  be  reduced  to  receive 
only  ten  pounds,  while  a  landed  proprietor 
should  continue  to  receive  his  80,000/. 
a  year  unimpaired  ?  He  had  been  called 
the  advocate  for  farmers*  and  he  would 
now  be  called  the*  advocate  for  stock- 
holders. Yesj  he  would  own  he  was  the 
advocate  for  both  farmers  and  stock- 
holders.  He  was  their  advocate  in  the 
same  way  as  he  had  been  the  advocate  for 
the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade*  the  ad* 
vocate  for  the  Catholics*  and  lately  of  the 
Protestant  Dissenters*  because  of  justice ; 
and  he  might  add,  that  he  was  a  friend  to 
the  landlords  themselves*  A  noble  friend 
had  called  him  the  savioar  of  the  landed 
proprietors ;  an(f  it  appeared  that  he  was 
speaking  this  opinion  of  the  landed  pro* 
prietors  themselves  when  he  said  this, 
as  was  evident  from  the  former  division  on 
this  Bill. 

Lord  GremUe  expressed  himself  glad 
that  his  noble  relation  had  theOi  fer  the 

(SK) 
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lint  time,  brought  forward  a  charge  in  that 
House,  which  had,-  for  some  time  before, 
been  in  general  circalation,  a  charge 
which  not  only  inroWed  the  characters  of 
many  individuals  both  living  and  dead, 
but  what  was  more,  which  inToWed  the 
character  ofthis  nation.  His  noble  friend 
had  told  them,  that  the  assignats  of  France 
had  been  counterfeited ;  and  he  had  told 
them  further,  that  they  were  counterfeited 
by  orders  of  the  government  of  this  coun- 
try. He  thought  that  his  character  had 
been  better  known  to  his  noble  friends 
than  tha^  he  should  have  supposed  him' 
concerned  in  any  transaction  of.  such  a 
nature.  On  this  subject  he  was  able  to 
speak,  and  he  would  venture  to  say  that 
tins  charge  was  most  grossly  calumnious ; 
that  it  was  one  of  the  most  unfounded 
aspersions  that  was  ever  advanced;  and 
that,  he  had  never  once  harboured  a 
thought,  or  participated  in  any  one  act, 
which  could  implicate  him  in  the  smallest 
degree  in  such  an  accusation.  He  could 
not  take  upon  him  to  speak  of  what  was 
done  by  men  who  acted  only  for  them- 
selves, and  some  of  whom  were  not  now 
living  to  answer  the  charge :  but  he  would 
say,  that  nothing  of  such  a  nature  could 
have  been  done  by  the  King's  ministers 
without  his  being  privy  to  it ;  and  he  then 
solemnly  protested  in  the  name  of  Al- 
mighty  God  that  he  was  innocent  himself 
•of  the  charge  which  had  been  so  broqght 
forward;  and,  that  he  was  (irmly  per- 
suaded, that  every  man  who  served  the 
King  during  the  whole  course  of  thesa 
two  calamitous  wars^  were  equally  inno- 
cent with  himself. 

Lord  HdUuid  trosted,  that  as  the  noble 
earl,  the  father  of  this*Bill,  had  alluded  to 
debates  on  a  former  evening,  the  same 
forbearance  would  be  shewn  to  other  in- 
dividuals. The  whole  was,  indeed,  bat 
one  protracted  debate  on  the  same  sub- 
ject. He  could  not  help  thinking  that 
the  misunderstandings  which  had  arisen 
in  consequence  of  this  Bill,  had  produced 
«  sort  of  mental  earthquake  in  the  House. 
He  had  suflfered  by  this  as  well  as  others ; 
his  opinions  bad  been  much  misunderstood, 
and  it  would  have  been  necessary  for  him 
in  some  stage  or  other  of  the  business,  to  at* 
tempt  to  set  the  matter  right,  had  not  his 
noble  friend  called  on  him  at  this  time  to 
do  so  \yy  his  reference.  The  whole  pro- 
ceeding was  indeed  so  anomalous,  that  it 
waa  no  {wonder  that  misconceptions  and 
misunderstandings  should  take  place,  and 
iher«lbrt  this  mutual  leava  becamt  the 
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more  necessary — *  I>ainos  petinnnqoe  vi- 
cissim.'     It  was    proper   to  consider  the 
nature  of  the  proceeding's  ;     and  here  be 
would  say,  that  when  the  noble  earl  bad 
stated  that  be  had    adTocated  the  cause  of 
the  abolishment  of  the  Slave  Trade, of  the 
Catholics,  and  of  the  Protestant  Dissenrers, 
on  the  ground  of  justice,  he  cotild  not  bqt 
believe  the  noble  earl.      He  bad  tieard  the 
powers  of  reasoning  ivhich   he  had  dh- 
played  in  that  House  ;    and    be  thooghi, 
he  was  sure  they  codld  only  be  tfaer^ 
of  sincerity  and  convtctioo.     Bat  how  did 
it  happen,  that  the  nobte  lords  oppoiitt 
virho  heard  his  reasonings  on   iho»e  qae^ 
tions,  which  they  were  unable  to  answer, 
used  uniformly  to  say,  that  these  reasoori^ 
were  no  doubt  very  ingenious,  but  weic 
entirely  speculative  ;    and  now,  when  tlia 
noble  earl  had  introduced  a  £i//,  which  bf 
his  own  confession  was  only  the  forerunner 
of  a  series  of  Bills  which   would  go  to 
operate  a  great  change  in  the  laws  of  thii 
country,  those  noble^  lords   whose  maxia 
constantly  was  *  principiis  obsCa,^  who  had 
uniformly  professed  their  deternainatioato 
oppose  every  thing  like  innovation,  viA 
who  would  hsten  to  nothing  but  what  the; 
called  practical  arguments,   how  did  (^ 
happen,  he  repeated,  that  they  had  now 
no  apprehension  of  this  speculation,  bat 
thought   proper  to  adopt  it;   that  thej 
now  thought  proper  to  conrt  one  of  the 
most  dangerous  innovations  ?   The  nob/e 
lords  had,  it  was  true,  had  the  nursing  of 
this  Bill ;  and  by  the  introduction  of  vhaf^ 
in  the  Committee,  they  had  produced  a 
very  great  alteration  on  it.     At  first  theft 
was  no  principle  in  the  preamble  oX  the 
Bill,  because  the  Bill  had  no  preamble; 
bat  now  since  the  clauses  which  had  b^n 
moved  in  the  Committee,  the  only  woctii 
of  the  original  Bill  which  had  been  retaio' 
ed  were,  "  Be  it  enacted  by  the  IpBg* 
most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  ^Q* 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  Spirituv 
and  Temporal  and  Commons  in  this  pr^ 
sent   parliament  assembled,  and  by  toe 
authority  of  the  same,  that  from  and  «ft^ 
the  passing  of  this  act,  no  person  shall  r^ 
ceive."— This  was  the  whole  of  the  ongj- 
nal  Bill  which  they  had  adopted;  todju' 
the  rest  was  to  be  considered  in  the  light 
of  an  excrescence,  as  a  superstructure  0^ 
the   original.    He   contendedi  that  th>^ 
wonid  go  to  efiect  a  material  alteration  m 
the  law;  because  it  was  contrary  to  wbtt 
had  been  laid  down  a  few  days  ago  by  tot 
judges  of  the  land.    And  here  he  cooM  n(^ 
help  ailiiding  io  what  had  fallen  ftom  ^ 
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noble  and  learned  lord  (Redesdale)  on  a 
Ibrmer  evening,  who,  though  he  did  not 
now  hold,  bad  formerly  held,  a  judicial 
situation  in  the  country,  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  making  a  declaratory  law  on  this 
subject.     He  bad  frequently  been   told, 
that  a  systematic  attempt  had  been  made 
to   bring  the  justice  of  the  country  into 
coDtempt— nay,  he  had  frequently  heard 
this  asserted  within  these  walls;  but  if  any 
lords  should  come  forward  and  say,  that 
this  ought  to  be  a  declaratory  law,  for  this 
reason,  that  the  judges  had  unanimously 
said  that  it  was  not  the  law,  what  was  this 
but  giving  a  slap  in  the  face  to  the  whole 
of  the  judges?  Whatcould  be  amore  efFec- 
toa]  measure  than  this  to  bring  the  adminis- 
trators of  justice  into  contempt  ?— How- 
everj  if  ibis  was  not  a  declaratory  act,  he 
had  a  right  to  assume  that  it  was  an  altera- 
tioa  of  the  law.    The  noble  mover  had 
professed  bis  love  for  definitions :  let  us 
go  to  definitions  then.     Let  us  attempt  to 
argue  the  matter  closely.    What  was  the 
meaning  of  depreciation  ?     It  meant  a 
fall  of  price.    And  what  was  the  meaning 
of  price  ?     The  relation  to  something  else. 
And  when  they  say  that  there  is  no  de- 
preciation they  say  notes  are  at  par  ;  or, 
in  other  words,  they  say  they  are  equal. 
To  what?  To  gold  and  to  silver  ?    No,  no. 
Or  to  the  provisions  that  gold  or  silver  of 
the  same  nominal^  value  will  buy  ?  no. 
Here  he  observed  a  noble  earl  opposite 
(Bathurst)  shake  his  head,  as  if  he  meant 
to  argue  this  point,     lie  had  on  a  former 
evening  stated,  that  the  increased  price  of 
provisions  was  occasioned  by  the  increase 
of  consumption  being  greater  than  the  in- 
crease in  production,  and  he  said  he  could 
convince  them  of  this,  because  the  price 
of  cotton  and  sugar  had  fallen.     He  would 
ask  the  noble  Secretary  of  State  if  corn 
was  not  th«t  commodity  of  all  others  the 
least  fluctuating,  and  which  it  was  there- 
fore the  most  proper  to  adopt  on  any  esti- 
mate of  this  nature.      Instead  of  corn, 
however,  the  noble  lord  had  chosen  sugar, 
which  those  who  had  any  experience  in 
that  commodity,  but  too  well  knew  was 
one  of  the  most  fluctuating.      But   the 
Bank  note  was  not  equal  to  these  things. 
It  was  equal  then  to  the  legal  coin?     It 
was  called  so ;  but  be  would  ask  if  it  was 
equal  to  the  guinea  ?     And  here  he  could 
not  help  taking  notice  of  a  very  curious 
mode  of  proving  this  equality,  adopted  by 
a  lioble  earl.    He  should  go,  be  had  said, 
with  20  guineas  and  with  21  pounds  to  a 
baoker  with  whom  he  bad  two  accoimte. 
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and  he  should  be  able  to  procure  entriei 
in  his  books  for  2 J/,  par  for  both  sums. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  if  the  noble  earl 
should  go  with  such  an  intention  to  any , 
banker,  that  the  effect  would  be  to  occa- 
sion these  two  entries  in  the  manner  de* 
scribed  by  him;  but  his  answer  to  this 
was,  that  no  man  would  ever  think  of 
going  to  a  banker  with  guineas,  when  be 
knew  that  by  so  doing  he  would  be  robbed 
of  one-fifth  of  their  value.  For  that  very 
reason,  guineas  'would  never  appear  at  all, 
but  would  uniformly  be  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  Jews  or  foreigners.  The  noble 
earl  had  told  them  that  the  Bank  note  was 
equal  to  one  pound;  but  here  again  be 
had  to  ask  him  what  was  one  pound  ?  We 
were  told  that  we  were  of  such  materials, 
that  we  could  not  comprehend  what  was 
meant  by  an  abstract  pound—as  Martinns 
Scriblerus  could  form  no  conception  of  an 
abstract  lord  mayor.  He  owned  he  had 
great  difficulty  to  abstract  a  lord  mayor 
from  bis  fur  gown  and  gold  chain — 
nay,  that  the  horse  be  saw  the  lord 
mayor  ride  upon,  not  a  little  disturbed 
his  imagination.  In  the  matter  of  ab- 
stract pounds  we  were  equally  at  a 
loss.  The  noble  lord  bad  said,  thai  it 
was  not  what  could  be  touched  and  seen  ; 
but  that  it  was  slill  a  pound.  When 
the  Bank  note  contained  these  words,  *'  I 
promise  to  pay  the  sum  of  /'  did  that 
mean  the  Bank  note  itself?  Was  that  the 
abstract  lord  mayor  ?  Did  it  not  rather 
mean  a  certain  quantity  of  gold  and  silver, 
which  could  not  be  changed  ?  His  noble 
friend  had  said,  that  this  was  all  sportins 
about  nothing;  and  indeed  be  coula 
hardly  conceive  such  variance  between 
them  without  also  supposing  some  acci- 
dental difference  of  terms ;  but  that  the 
noble  lord  on  the  woolsack,  whose  acute 
mind  bad  foreseen  all  the  consequences  of 
this  measure,  should,  believing  as  he  did, 
say  that  no  evil  existed,  was,  he  owned, 
what  be  could  not  well  comprehend. 
Whether  they  were  to  call  this  evil  by  the 
name  of  depreciation,  or  by  that  of  a  rise 
in  the  price  of  commodities,  it  did  net 
signify.  The  true  ^ay  of  prooteding  waa 
first  to  discover  the  cause  of  the  evil.  He 
waa  ready  indeed  to  admit,  that  the  pbe* 
nomena  might  be  produced  by  a  variety  of 
causes;  but  still  ne  was  persuaded,  from 
what  he  had  learned  from*  experience  and 
study,  that  the  chief  and  primary  cause 
was  the  non-payment  of  cash  at  the  Bank. 
As  far  as  he  bad  been  informed,  where- 
ever  the  circulatioa  of  paper  was  not  con- 
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Tertible  into  cash,  the  same  phenomena  had 
uniformly  taken  place  ;  the  gold  had  dit- 
appearedj  and  every  article  had  increased 
in  Talue.  And,  on  the  other  side,  it  waa 
as  evident^  that  previous  to  a  suspension 
of  cash  payments,  such  phenomena  never 
appeared  before,  except  in  the  case  of  a 
debased  metal,  or  forced  paper  currency. 
He  knew  that  the  noble  lords  opposite  did 
not  feel  well  on  this  subject  of  a  debased 
metal  currency.  His  noble  friend  (earl 
Stanhope)  had  stated  this  to  be  an  abo- 
minable doctrine ;  but  this  was  a  question 
of  fact ;  and  before  the  noble  earl  bad  so 
violently  attacked  the  doctrine  as  abomin- 
able, he  would  have  done  well  to  have 
explained  what  he  meant  by  debased 
coin;  because  in  his  opinion  this  epithet 
applied  in  a  particular  manner  to  the 
Bank  tokens.  With  respect  to  the  cash 
payments  of  the  Bank,  he  thought  in- 
deed, that  the  only  effectual  way  of  ef* 
fecting  this,  would  be  by  an  immediate 
payment.  This  was  his  bias;*  but  those 
to  whose  superior  abilities  and  informa- 
tion he  paid  the  highest  deference  had 
maintained,  that  the  immediate  resump- 
tion of  payments  would  be  attended  with 
great  difficulties.  Now,  however,  be 
thought  that  the  omission  of  every  thing 
which  might  have  a  tendency  to  bring 
back  the  cash  payments  was  culpable. 
His  noble  friend  had  said,  that  there  was 
not  a  sufficient  quantity  of  cash  in  the 
whole  country ;  but  he  would  ask  htm  if 
there  was  a  sufficient  quantity  of  cash  in 
1796?  He  meant  to  say,  was  there  then 
sufficient  gold  in  the  country  for  the  con- 
version of  ibe  Bank  paper  into  cash  ?  But 
when  there  was  confidence  in  the  coun- 
try, gold  was  seldom  or  never  demanded, 
and  that  argument,  therefore,  fell  to  the 
ground.  All  he  wanted  to  establish  was, 
that  gold  should  be  paid  when  demanded, 
or,  in  other  words,  that  paper  should  be 
convertible  into  cash.  And  here  he  could 
not  help  noticing  a  very  strange  vievi 
which  his  noble  friend  (earl  Stanhope) 
had  taken  of  the  public  creditor,  and  the 
argumentum  ad  kominem  he  had  made  use 
of.  He  had  supposed,  most  pathetically, 
the  hard  situation  of  a  man  whose  whole 
depcndance  was  on  the  preservation  of 
the  publie  credit.  But  let  us  look  a  little 
closer  to  the  compassion  and  humanity  of 
his  noble  friend.  He  said  that  it  was  hard 
that  this  man  should  have  only  ten  pounds 
for  his  hu tidied,  while  the  landlord  should 
coiuinue  to  have  his  thirty  thousand 
pounds.    But  if  his  noble  friend  supported 
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Bank  notes,  which  mi^ht  come  dovm  to  a 
shilling,  he  might  in  time  have  the  9&t» 
faction  to  see  thirty  thousand   |»ooiMis  re* 
duced   in   value  to  thirty  thouaaDd    stiil- 
lings.    What  was  the  remedy  for  mil  tfeess 
inconveniences?     The    convertibilitjr    o^ 
paper  into  gold.^-->With  regard  to  anotlaer 
point,  the  carrying  on  of  the  pfeseni  wrar; 
it  had  been  triumphantly  observed  l>^   a 
noble  secretary  of  state,  that  it  was  isia* 
possible  to    carry  on   the   war    od     ai»c 
peninsula  without  a  continuance   of    tls« 
present  system  ;  that   every   man    vrbo 
wished   to  overturn  that  system,  was   asi 
enemy  to  the  prosecution    of   the 
in  the  peninsula;    and  that  every 
who  supported  the  system  was  frieodf  j 
to    the    war.      He,    for    one,    thoQ^lHt 
the  contest  in  the  peninsula  one   whicA 
ought  to  be  continued  as  long  as  it 
possible 'to  continue  it  consistently 
the  safety  and  honour  of  the   cooncryr. 
We  were  called  on  by  every  principle  W 
honour  to  prosecute    the    contest ;    bot 
though  this  was  his  opinion;  be  coald  ooc 
subscribe  tb  the  other  opinion,  which  he 
professed  he  did  not  understand,  that  the 
suspension  of  cash  payments  was  neces- 
sary for  the  prosecution  of  the  war.     If 
this  was  a  necessary  part  of  our  p€>licy, 
it  would    in  itself   constitute   an   object 
tion  to  that  war;    but  he  did  aoa    bb- 
derstaod  how  it  could  at  all  be  aaderatood 
as  such.     He  knew  no  way  by  which  the 
keeping  up  the  depreciation  of  the  cnr^ 
rency  of  the  country  could  support  the 
war  but  by  the  defrauding  of  the  poblic       i 
creditor.       He     could    understand    well       I 
enough  the  policy  of  issuing  Assignata. 
He  recollected  being  told  by. one  well 
versed  in  that  matter,  long  before  the 
great  depreciation,  that  they  would  serve        i 
their  turn — that  they  would   pay   their 
armies  in  the  mean  time.     But  he  wooid 
ajsk,  if  this  was  what  ministers  understood 
by  supporting  the  war  ?     Here  was  6rst  a 
declaratioirol, '  I  am  a  most  honest  man !' 
and   then  a  turning  round,   and  recom- 
mending that  system  of  legislation  which 
will   make  the  creditor  not   worth  one 
farthing.     Was  that  the  assistance  which 
was  wanted  ?     He  had  heard  of  facilities 
in  the  raising  of  money;  but  they  bad 
never  been  explained  sufficiently  to  bin, 
and  he  could  not  but  perceive  that  what 
they  sained  on  the  one  hand,  they  more 
than  Tost  on  the  other,  by  the  additional 
expence  of  these  expeditions  to  the  conti- 
'  nent. — His  lordship  then  went  into  a  plan 
of  his  own,  as  a  remedy  to  the  evil,  whicfa 


R733 


OM  C(d»  mtd  Bank  Nbie  Bta. 


JULVS,  1811. 


[W4 


he  meant  to  propoM  in  tbe  way  of  a  rider 
to    the   Bill.      He  anderstood  the  great 
evil  %rould  consist  in  tbe  certain  incon* 
leniences  attending  immediate  payment; 
bal  he  was  convinced  Ihe  bank  proprietors 
and   atockholders  had  a  clear  interest  in 
mainlaintng  the  present  state  of  things, 
and  that,  therefore,  if  they  were  to-  fix  a 
particular  period,  two  years  or  ten  years 
for  the  resumption  of  cash  pajrmenu,  it 
i¥OQld  be  a  mere  bruium  fubnen,  and  the 
aame  difficulties  would  then  remain  to  be 
got  over,  which  subsisted  at  present.     He 
knew  no  way,  therefore,  of  ^fleeting  this 
object,  but  by  making  it  the  interest  of  the 
bank  themselves  to  agree  to  the  resump* 
tion.     He  wished  to  prevent  the  Bank 
from  deriving  any  profit  from  their  issues 
of  tokens  and  dollars.     He  thought  it  was 
but  fair  that  they  should  derive  no  addi* 
tional  profit  from  that  sute  of  things.     He 
did  not,  however,  wish  to  take  from  the 
^ank  the  profits  which  they  should  make, 
or  to  interfere  with  private  bankers  in  their 
concerns;  but  if  they  had  been  protected 
so   long  by  as,  it  was  but  fair  that  tl^ey 
should  not  be  permitted  to  divide  the  addi- 
tional profits  taken  under  that  protection. 
The  Rider  he  meant  to  propose,  to  be 
added  to  the  Bill  was  this  (  "  Provided  a1- 
**  ways.  That  as  lon^  as  this  act  continues 
**  in  force,  and  until  the  act  or  acts  sos- 
"  pending  payments  in  cash,  at  the  Bank 
^'  of  England,  shall  expire  or  be  repealed, 
**  the  profits  of  the  said  Bank,  after  de- 
**  fraying  its  expences  and  paying  to  the 
•'  Proprietors  of  Bank  Stock  an  annual 
*'  dividend  not  exceeding  such  rate  on 
*'  their  respective  shares  as  , 

''shall  not  be  divided  among  the  said 
«*  proprietors,  but  shall  accumulate  as  a 
''  fund  for  the  security  of  their  creditors, 
'*  or  subject  to  such  future  arrangement 
"  as  shall  on  full  consideration  of  the  stib- 
''ject  seem  just  and  expedient.''-.^ His 
lordsbip'gave  notice,  that  if  the  Rider  was 
adopted  he  should  propose  to  fill  up  the 
blank  either  by  the  words--"  No.  I.— 
"  Was  declared  by  the  court  in  the  two 
"vears  preceding  the  year  1797."  Or, 
'<  No.  2.— >Was  declared  at  the  last  meet- 
**  ing  of  the  Court  of  Proprietors.'' 

The  Earl  of  Hamvushy  said*  that  many 
okservations  had  been  made  on  the  impro* 
priety  of  producing  this  measure  at  so 
late  a  period  of  the  session ;  but  as  minis- 
ten  were  not  the  oriffinal  authors  of  the 
Bill,  the  censure  could  not  be  fairly  applied 
to  thtm.  When  the  noble  lord  first  intro- 
duced the*Bilt  although  he  bad  tapported 


it  with  arguments,  and  had  urged  conai* 
derations  which  were  highly  deserving  of 
attention,  yet  he  must  confess  he  did  not 
feel  persuaded  of  the  policy  of  adopting 
it.  When  for  tbe  last  fourteen  years  tha 
instance  of  the  noble  lord  (Kingjf  was  the 
only  one  in  which  bank-notes  were  refiised 
to  be  taken  at  tlieir  nominal  value,  he  did 
not  perceive  at  first  the  necessity  of  taking 
so  serious  a  step  for  the  purpose  of  pren 
venting  that  example  from  being  foU 
lowed.  That  noble  lord's  motives  might 
be  good,  but  he  conceived  that  there  was 
a  Ujnonteripia  sed  no/a,  which  would  lead 
men  in  general  to  decline  imitating  such  a 
conduct.  However  that  conduct  had  been 
extolled  by  the  friends  and  supporters  of 
that  noble  lord,  they  themselves  had  been 
hitherto  content  with  praising  it.  As  to 
the  question  of  depreciation,  he  agreed 
in  the  definition  given  by  a  noble  lord^ 
that  it  was  a  fall  of  price,  the  word  price 
being  a  relative  term.  He  believed  thai 
two  prices  had  not  existed  in  this  country 
prior  to  the  recent  discussions ;  and  there 
was  a  perfect  equality  between  gold  and 
paper,  except  with  a  view  of  melting  or 
exportation.  Although  the  banks  of  Scot* 
land  issued  paper,  which  was  convertible 
into  gold,  had  that  paper  risen  to  a  pre* 
mium  above  that  of  the  Bank  of  Eni^^^ 
land  ?  It  was  not  extremely  logical,  in 
his  judgment,  to  admit  in  the  first  in* 
stance,  the  operation  of  a  variety  of  causes 
in  producing  a  depreciation  of  the  pa- 
per below  the  gold,  and  immediately 
to  argue  on  the  assumption  that  such 
a  depreciation  could  arise  only  either 
from  excess  or  discredit.  With  respect 
to  the  general  risejof  prices,  taxes,  he  con* 
ceived,  must  be  allowed  to  have  a  consi- 
derable effect.  There  were  some,  which 
perhaps  had  not  that  sort  of  tendency, 
such,  for  instance,  as  the  income-tax, 
which  had,  probably,  a  contrary  effect. 
The  increasing  wealth  of  the  country  must 
have  also  greatly  Conduced  to  the  general 
rise  of  prices.  He  held  a  table  of  pricea 
in  his  hand,  which  he  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve was  correctly  drawn  up,  and  by 
Which  it  appeared,  that  on  the  scale  of  the 
several  last  years,  no  regular  proportion 
subsisted  between  tbe  alteratiooi  in  the 
prii*es  of  gold  and  of  other  commodities. 
Tliere  was  one  part  of  the  question,  which 
was  generally  admitted  to  be  in  the  highest 
degree  problematical,  and  involved  a 
point  tha^  could  not  he  accurately  asceiv 
tained,  and  that  was  the  degree  in  which 
the  velocity  of  circulation  augmented  or 


876J        HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 


GM  Com  and  Bank  NaU  BiU. 


[876 


iliminished  the  whole  amount  requiftiie  for  I  in  the  financial  systeoi,  he  hoped  and 

circulation.    So  various  and  conflicting,    " — '"*  "*-"  '""  " '^   ~  '  *^-  ^- 

indeed,  were  the  opinions  entertained, 
and  particularly  with  respect  to  the  re- 
medy, on  the  whole  subitict,  that  it  sug* 
feated  to  him  the  case  of  a  patient  beset 
y  physicians,  giving  the  most  opposite 
prescriptions.  In  1801,  assertions  were 
made  that  Bank*notes  had  then  deprecia- 
ted ;  no  proof  was,  however,  adduced ; 
and  if  the  whole  amount  of  currency  when 
it  consisted  of  gold,  and  paper  convertible 
into  gold,  was  compared  with  the  quan« 
tity  now  in  circulation,  no  presumptive, 
much  less  positive  proof  would  be  furnish- 
ed of  any  depreciation  arising  from  excess; 
and  that  any  had  taken  placeTromdijfcredit, 
had  not  been  asserted  in  any  q uar te  r.  Th<ei r 
lordships  had  been  told  repeatedly  of  the 
fate  of  the  currencies  of  other  countries, 
but  he  could  not  perceive  the  traces  of 
any  resemblance  between  our  own  system 
of  finance  and  that  of  any  other  European 
atate* '  He  was  still  more  astonished  to 
hear  such  frequent  allusions  to  the  i&sue  of 
assignats  in  France,  as  if  any  points  of 
comparison  could  possibly  be  discovered 
between  the  great  corporation  of  this  coun- 
try, circulating  notes  on  their  private  cre- 
dit as  a  mercantile  company,  and  the  ar- 
bitrary, unbounded,  and  compulsory  ope- 
rations of  a  revolutionary  government. 
In  the  year  1793,  that  government  issued 
240  million  in  assignats,  which  in  a  sub- 
sequent year  was  increased  to  800  million. 
This  was  indeed  excess,  but  if  the  endea- 
vours that  were  made  to  inculcate  on  the 
minds  of  the  people  a  belief  Jthat  Bank- 
notes were  nothing  better  than  assignats 
in  disguise,  the  prophecy  might  carry  with 
it  the  means  of  its  own  fulfilment.  He  re- 
collected well  the  numerous  prophecies 
that  had  been  made  by  many,  whose  names 
he  would  not  now  mention,  but  which 
happily  furnished  examples  of  the  general 
failure  of  such  predictions.  It  was  stated 
by  a  great  authority,  when  the  restriction 
Bill  was  first  proposed  in  1797,  that  if  that 
me^^sure  should  be  adopted,  the  notes  of 
the  Bank  would  in  six  months  be  worth 
nothing.  At  that  perilous  and  alarming 
period,  when  rebellion  extended  from  Ire- 
iand  to  the  Nore,  that  great  measure  was 
adopted  by  a  distinguished  character,  and 
he  firmly  believed  had  accomplished  the 
salvation  of  the  country.  When  they  now 
considered  that  the  war  in  the  peninsula, 
which  had  already  proved  so  glorious  and 
consoling  to  every  £nglishman>  must  be 
checked  and  paralysed^  by  any  alteration 


trusted  that  the  House  would  not  be  de- 
terred from  taking  any  proceeding  necea« 
sary  to  its  security  and  preservation. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  declared,  that 
before  he  followed  the  noble  lord  into  his 
argument  on  the  question  of  depreciation^ 
or  into  the  justice  of  the  eulogy  which  he 
had  thought  proper  to  pronounce  upon 
ministers,  he  felt  it  impossible  for  him  not 
to  make  some  remarks  on  the  sentiments 
and  declarations  of  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  on  the  woolsack.  When  he  consi- 
dered that  extraordinary  speech,  and  re- 
flected at  the  same  time,  ott  the  situation 
and  office  of  that  noble  lord,  he  felt  the 
highest  degree  of  astonishment  and  alarm. 
The  noble  and  learned  lord  had  begun  by 
.enumerating  the  diflerent  modes  of  pro- 
ceeding by  which  the  landlord  could  sue 
his  tenant,  namely,  by  action  of  debt,  by 
action  on  the  covenant,  by  ejectment,  and 
by  distress.  He  scarcely  knew  what  to 
think  of  the  observations  which  accompa* 
nied  this  statement,  or  to  believe  that  the 
noble  lord  had  himself  wished  to  be  under* 
stood.  Did  he  mean  to  say,  when  he 
talked  of  the  duties  of  the  judges,  that 
they  should  dare  to  refuse  to  any  man  the 
legal  remedy  to  which  he  was  entitled  ? 
Did  he  intend  to  propose  that  an  ofiicer 
should  be  appointed  to  decide  in  court  be» 
tween  notes  that  were  good  and  others 
which  were  forged,  or  to  impress  this  as  a 
new  duty  on  the  Judges  themselves  ?  Did 
he  mean,  he  begged  to  ask,  to  counsel  the 
Judges  to  refuse  any  landlord  his  eject- 
ment, under  such  circumstances?  He  did 
think,  after  what  had  passed,  that  as  they 
had  the  power,  it  was  their  duty,  to  take 
the  opinions  of  the  judges  themselves  on 
this  most  momentous  and  interesting 
point  ?  It  would  be  worth  inquiry  whe- 
ther, previous  to  1707,  the  ejectment 
would  have  been  stayed  by  a  payment  of 
Bank-notes.  If  the  doctrine  of  the  noble 
and  learned  lord  that  night  were  once  es- 
tablished. Bank  notes  would,  to  every 
practical  purpose,  immediately  become  a 
legal  tender.  It  had  long  been  a  principle 
in  legislation  to  avoid  every  thing  ap- 
proaching to  the  nature  or  character  of  an 
ex  poU  Jacto  law.  Now,  the  Bill  before 
the  House  was  utterly  and  entirely  retro- 
spective in  its  operation,  affecting  all  past 
contracts,  but  not  interfering  with  future. 
He  would  remind  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  of  those  judicial  opinions  which  he 
had  often  uttered,  and  more  particularly 
in  a  recent  case«  and  desire  him  to  recon- 


OM  Cdm  and  Bank  Noie  BUI. 


877] 

cile  tiiein  with  the  doctrines  which  he  had 
that  night  promulgated.     When  he  was  so 
scrupoloas    of   permitting    the    smallest 
abatement  in  these  instances  of  the  spirit 
of  old  contracts^  how  could  he  fairly  or 
equitably  conceive  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
his  noble  friend  quietly  to  put  op  with  an 
annual  loss  of  17  per  cent,  or  express  his 
horror  at  the  conduct  which  his  noble 
friend  had  thought  proper  to  pursue  ?  The 
noble  secretary  of  state  had  moved  that 
Ireland  should  be  exempted  from  the  ope- 
ration of  the  Bill,  on  the  strange  ground 
that  two  prices  had  prevailed  there  from 
time  immemorial.     Supposing  this  to  be, 
what  it  evidently  was  not,  a  correct  state* 
menf,  Ireland  had  continued  to  flourish 
and   improve  .with    unexampled  rapidity 
under  those  circurastancesi  which  were  ap» 
prehended  to  be  certain  of  producing  ca- 
lamity to  this  country.    But  till  1797,  pa- 
per was  convertible  in  Ireland^  and  there- 
fore till  that  period  two  prices  could  not 
have  existed.     It  was,  too,  a  strange  rea- 
son, because    the  practice    of  extortion 
among  landlords  had   long  prevailed  in 
Ireland,  that  therefore  it  should  be  suffer- 
ed to  continue,  and  a  measure  formed  on 
the  principle  of  preventing  it  int  his  part  of 
the  empire  be  withheld  from  her.    Really 
this  looked  something  like  ignorance  on 
the  part  of  ministers.    He  was  not  sur- 
prised that  men,  who  had  openly  confessed 
themselves  uninformed  upon  one  of  the 
most  important   and  interesting-  parts  of 
political  science,  should  be  desirous  of 
running  down  those  who  had  devoted  a 
great  part  of  their  lives  to  its  cultivation. 
The  noble  lord  who  spoke  last  had  said  that 
many  articles  had  fallen  in  value,  and  that 
sugar  was  to  be  purchased  for  less  of  pa- 
per in  nominal  value,  than  it  formerly  was 
of  gold.    3ot  did  he  not  believe,  at  the 
same  time,  that  if  gold  was  now  offered 
for  sugar,  the  difference  would  not  be  yet 
more  apparent?     Price,  which   was  rela- 
tive value,  was  certainly  not  to  be  estima- 
ted by  a  comparison  of  any  two  commodi- 
ties; but  where  one  commodity  was  alter- 
ed in  price  in  an  equal  proportion  to  two 
others,  the  presumption  was  that  it  wasde- 
preciated,  and  if  it  had  fallen,  with  respect 
to  the  general  sum  of  commodities,  the 
proof  became  positive  that  it  wa^  so  depre- 
ciated.    Considering  the  present  situation 
of  the  country  as  more  calamitous  than  at 
any  former  period,  and  being   persuaded 
that  the  Bill  before  the  House  wouK),  if 
passed  into  a  law,  tend  to  aggravate  rather 
than  to  diminish  those  calamities,  he  should 
fotc  aipiinst  the  third  reading. 
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The  Earl  of  Morton,  adverting  to  the 
statement  of  the  noble  lord,  that  the  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  Scotland  were  at  par,  while 
those  of  the  Bank  of  England  were  depre- 
ciated, observed,  in  contradiction  to  that 
statement,  .that  at  the  inns,  for  1!)0  miles 
on  the  great  North  Road  from  Darlington 
to  Edinburgh,  the  Scots  Bank  note,  and 
the  English  Bank  note,  were  received  in- 
differently, and  passed  for  precisely  the 
same  sum. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  defended  his  noble 
friend  (lord  Harrowby)  from  the  charge 
of  ignorance  that  had  been  pi[eferred 
against  him ;  a  charge  to  which  no'  man 
in  the  House  or  the  country  was  with  less 
justice  liable  than  his  noble  friend.  The 
argument  of  the  noble  lords  who  opposed 
the  Bill  went  not  against  this  particular 
act,  but  against  the  whole  of  the  system^ 
which  had  been  acted  upon  since  1797. 
If  that  system  was  proved  impolitic,  it 
would  not  follow  that  the  proposed  mea- 
sure must  therefore  be  otherwise.  The 
adoption  of  this  measure  would  by  ncr 
meahs  preclude  an  investigation  of  that 
system,  or  a  recurrence  to  cash  payments 
at  the  Bantc,  if  such  a  recurrence  should 
be  deemed  necessary.  The  Bill  before 
the  House  was  a  measure  of  justice  to  a 
great  portion  of  the  people.  It  was  gene- 
rally agreed,  that  the  strictest  faith  should 
be  kept  with  the  national  creditor,  and 
that  he  should  be  placed  on  as  good  a 
footing  as  any  other  individual  jn  the 
country.  The  national  creditor  received 
Bank  notes  at  par ;  he  ought  to  be  plaeed 
in  a  situation  in  which  he  should  be  en- 
abled to  part  with  them  at  par.  If  in  this 
point  the  landholder  obtained  an  ad  vantaj^e^ 
the  national  creditor  must  sustain  an  in- 
jury. He  contended  that  there  was  no 
depreciation  whatever.  As  to  increased 
price  of  corn,  that  was  attributable  to  the 
increase  of  population  and  consumption^ 
But  with  respect  to  many  articles  of  home 
produce  and  manufacture,  such  as  wool, 
iron,  copper,  lead,  &c.  of  these  some  had 
been  re'duced,  while  others  were  stationary. 
The  noble  lord  opposite,  after  a  great  deal 
of  elaborate  disquisition,  had  arrived  at 
this  profound  observation,  namely,  that  if 
the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  were  to 
be  increased  to  the  amount  of  the  assignats 
of  France,  they  would  become  equally 
depreciated  !  This  was  indisputable :  but 
was  there  the  least  apprehension  of  such 
an  event  ?  The  paper  circulation  of  this 
country  had  not  that  tendency  to  exceu 
which  hnd  been  so  injurious  to  other  coue^ 
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tries.  While  the  issue  was  only  abodt  93 
millions,  and  the  revenue  amounted  to  be- 
tween 70  and  80  niiUion.%  there  could  be 
no  just  ground  for  fearing  a  ruinous  excess. 
As  to  the  resumption  of  cash  payments  by 
the  Bank,  he  confessed  himself  wholly  at 
a  loss  to  understand  how,  in  the  present 
state  of  exchange  witii  foreign  countries, 
that  could  take  place  without  the  most 
dangerous  consequences.  A  great  deal 
had  been  said  about  profusion  in  the  na- 
tional expenditure.  Wnat  profusion  ?  what 
measure  of  ex  pence  had  been  adopted 
with  anv  other  view  but  the  conviction  of 
its  being  wise  and  politic  ?  If  there  were 
any  of  a  different  description  let  them  be 
pointed  oat.  The  policy  might  be  erro- 
neous, but  no  one  was  justified  i(i  terming 
it  profusion.  He  said  this  because  it  was 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  public 
should  not  be  induced,  by  any  misrepre- 
aentation  of  sueb  a  nature,  to  withdraw 
their  confidence  from  ffovernment«  It  was 
true  that  the  issue  of  Bank  paper  might 
be  reduced,  by  reducing  the  public  ex- 
penditure, but  this  reduction  must  be 
effected*  if  effected  at  all,  by  a  complete 
change  oT  system ;  by  withdrawing  our 
troops  from  the  peninsula^  from  Sicily^ 
&c.  and  by  an  abandonment  of  all  those 
plans  to  which  the  government  had  hither- 
to looked  for  ultimate  success  and  security. 
For  his  part,  convinced  as  he  was  that  the 
exertions  made  by  Great  Britain  were 
indispensible  in  the  present  critical  situa- 
tion of  Europe*  he  was  firmly  persuaded 
that  whatever  might  be  the  iticonveniences 
attendant  on  the  present  state  of  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country,  those  inconveniences 
were  trifling  as  compared  with  the  evils 
which  must  result  from  an  abandonment  of 
those  efforts  which  the  country  was  mak- 
ing in  the  common  cause. 

Earl  Gr^  protested  against  the  pro- 
posed measure,  as  fraught  with  general 
calamity.  The  noble  lord  who  load  just 
spoken  talked  of  the  faith  due  to  the  na- 
tional creditor.  That  faith  no  one  would 
wish  more  strictly  to  observe  than  him- 
self; but  what  would  the  national  cre- 
ditor gain  by  the  present  Bill  ?  Would  it 
give  to  bank  notes  an  increased  value  ? 
Would  not  its  only  eflect  be  to  (tlace  land- 
holders in  the  same  distressing  situation? 
For  his  part  (notwithstanding  what  had 
fallen  from  the  noble  and  learned  lord  on 
the  woolsack)  he  never  would  believe, 
until  it  should  be  declared  by  the  twelve 
judges,  that  the  payment  by  a  tenant  Jinto 
a  court,  of  bank  notes,  would  shelter  hira 
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from  a  distress,  when  the  law  distinctly 
declared  that  it  should  be  paid  "  in  good 
and  lawful  money  of  the  realm/'  Satis- 
fied as  he  was,  that  the  reverse  was  the 
case,  he  put  it  to  the  House  to  consider 
what  would  be  ^he  situation  of  the  unfor- 
tunate tenant,  after  the  passing  of  the  ' 
Bill.  From  that  period  it  would  be  illegal 
and  impracticable  for  him'  to  purchase 
guineas,  and  yet  with  guineas  alone  would 
his  landlord  be  paid.  Could  any  thing  be 
conceived  more  likely  to  create  the 
greatest  calamities  ?  It  was  to  incur  all  the 
evils  of  making  bank  notes  a  legal  tender, 
without  securing  any  of  the  advantage? 
which  might  result  from  such  a  step.  The 
present  measqre  would  have  the  effect, 
not  of  stopping,  but  of  aggravating  and 
increasing  the  evil.  The  law  was  to  be 
limited  in  its  operation  to  €reat  Britain, 
and  was  not  to  extend  to  Ireland.  Why 
was  this?  Had  it  never  been  beard 
that  the  rent  of  lands  in  that  part  of  the 
kingdom  had  been  demanded  by  the  land- 
lord in  gold  ?  Was  it  known  that  this  was 
common  in  the  North  of  Ireland  ?  If  this 
was  an  evil,  how  came  it  that  a  remedy 
was  more  necessary  here  than  there  ?  Why 
were  the  people  in  Ireland  to  be  more  ex- 
posed to  such  demands  than' the  land- 
nolders  in  England  ?  To  this  he  beiie?ed 
no  better  answer  could  be  giTen  than  that 
furnished  by  the  old  story  of  a  person  who 
was  accused  of  cruelty  in  putting  lobsters 
into  cold  water,  and  then  boiling  them  to 
death.  The  reason  given  to  justify  this 
practice  was,  *'  they  were  used  to  it ;" 
and  this  he  conceiv^,  was  all  that  coold 
be  said  for  thus  neglecting  the  people  ef 
Ireland.  He  was  astonished  to  hear  the 
noble  lord  opposite  contend  that  bank  pa- 
per was  not  depreciated,  and  thought  the 
arguments  he  bad  urged  were  far  from 
proving  what  they  were  intended  to  prove ; 
and  ,the  arguments  he  had  made  use  of  to 
shew  that  the  Orders  in  Council  had  done 
good,  were  only  to  be  derived  fram^the 
present  distress  of  tlie  country.  The 
only  remedy  which  could  be  supplied  to 
the  evils  complained  of,  and  those  which 
would  follow  the  adoption  of  the  measure 
proposed,  and  those  measures  to  which  it 
must  lead,  was  a  return  to  payments  in 
specie.  He  reminded  their  lordships  of 
the  assignats  in  France  ;  and  then  ad- 
verting to  the  affairs  of  the  peninsula,  de- 
clared that  though  he  had  concurred  in 
the  vote  of  thanks  to  lord  Wellington*  es 
he  had  really  done  more  than  he  had  ex- 
pected he  would  be  able  to  dOt  yet  etiil  it 
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bia  firm  opiQioD,  if  we  made  ottraelrei 
principals  in  the  war^  and  attempted  to 
contend  with  the  whole  military  power  of 
France  on  the  continent,  the  contequencei 
vrould  be  most  ruinous  to  this  country. 
He  was  surprised  at  the  statement  which 
had  been  made  of  the  prosperous  state  of 
our  aflTairSf  and  regarded  it  as  a  deluBJon, 
^vhicb*  if  given  into,  wouid  render  it  im- 
possible for  us  to  survive  our  present  difTi- 
cultiea.     If  the  bill  before  the  House  were 
carried,  it  would  go  to  make  the  bank 
note  a  legal  tender,  and  that  must  lead'  to 
its  farther  depreciation.     He  was  anxious 
to  give  the  supporters  of  the  measure  a 
timely    warning  before  they  proceeded 
too  far,  as  he  was  con6dent  no  victory 
would  gratify  our  enemy  so  much,  or  so 
strongly  prove  the  complete  success  of  his 
endeavours  to  injure  this  country,  as  the 
passing  of  an  act  subversive  of  the  ancient 
rights  of  the  constitution. 

The  Earl  o^Louderdak  thought  it  would 
be  unbecoming  to  pass  the  bill,  under  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  without 
having  first  the  opinions  of  the  judges. 
He  would  therefore  move  as  an  amend- 
ment,  that  after  the  word  ''  That,''  words 
should  be  inserted  summoning  the  judges 
to  attend  that  House  to*  m<lr row. 

Lord  GramUe  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
amendment,  as  af^er  what  had  fallen 
from  the  noble  and  learned  lord  in  the 
course  of  deb^^p,  their  opinions  were  do- 
cessary  to  expfain  the  bill. 

The  Lord  thanceUor,  in  explanation,  re- 
peated that  the  law  of  the  country  would 
remain  the  same  after  the  passing  of  the 
act  as  at  present  in  cases  of  execution, 
and  said  that  the  landlord  .who  took  a 
note  must  take  it  for  the  sum  specified  in 
it  and  when  distraining  must  submit  to 
have  such  a  note  so  ofTered  to  him. 

The  Amendment  was  negatived  without 
a  division.  The  question  was  next  pot  on 
the  third  reading  of  the  Bill.  On  this  a 
division  took  place,  when  the  numbers 
were :  ContenU  43.— Noo  Contents  16. — 
Majority  27. — The  Bill  was  then  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 
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SBLLiNO  Guineas.]  I^ord  Foike$i<me  rose 
to  move  for  certain  papers,  upon  the  sub- 
'ject  of  the  prosecation  against  a  man  of 
the  name  or  De  Yonge»  convicted  of  sell- 
4og  guineas.  To  this  motion  he  under- 
( VOL.  XX.) 


stood  there  was  no  objection,  and,  he 
should  therefore  call  for  copies  of  the 
indictment,  under  which  the  prosecutioQ 
was  carried  on  twelve  months  since.  The 
case  of  this  man  was,  in  his  opinion,  a 
peculiarly  hard  one  :  he  had  been  prose- 
cuted under  an  obsolete  statute  passed  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  the  6th,*  which  pro- 
vided a  punishment  for  what  was  thereby 
constituted  a  crime.  Upon  that  prosecu- 
tion he  was  convicted,  but  a  point  of  law 
was  urged  by  his  counsel,  and  reserved  by 
the  Judge  who  tried  him,  for  the  opinion 
of  the  twelve  judges.  The  Question  for 
cotisidoRtion  was,  whether  tne  act  im- 
puted to  the  defendant  was  a  crime  or  not. 
The  noble  lord  saw  nothing  but  hardship 
in  the  case,  for  De  Yonge  had  done  no- 
thing more  than  what  bankers  and  mer- 
chants were  constantly  in  the  habit  of  doing 
and  of  course  were  amenable  for  it  under 
the  statute  alluded  to,  namely,  paying  a 
premium  for  gold  and  silver,  not  certainly 
for  any  unjust  uses,  but  to  carry  their 
buiiness  on.  The  act  imposed  a  punish- 
ment both  on  buyer  and  seller.  When 
persons  of  such  great  consequence  in  the 
state  were  amenable,  it  was  rather  hard  to 
select  an  unknown  individual  like  De 
Yonge  for  prosecution.  When  the  argu« 
ments  came  on,  the  decision  was  delayed 
from  term  to  term  on  account  of  their  not 
being  complete  ;  and  it  was  not  until  the 
expiration  of  twelve  months  that  De  Yonge 
was  enabled  to  obtain  a  decision,  which 
was  in  his  favour,  and  he  was  acquitted 
by  the  opinion  of  the  twelve  judges,  they 
being  of  opinion  that  no  prosecution  could 
lie.  Under  these  circumstances,  he 
^wished  to  bring  the  matter  before  the 
House,  in  order  that  some  remedy  might 
be  applied  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the 
evil,  De  Yonee  having  been  put  to  great 
expence  in  defending  himself,  and  to  much 
inconvenience,  by  the  great  delay  before 
the  decision  was  known.  The  noble  lord 
then  moved  for  a  copy  of  the  Indtct/nent 
found  against  De  Yonge  for  selling 
guineas ;  and  also  of  the  record  of  all  sub^ 
sequent  proceedings  had  thereujpon. 

The  AiUymey  General  should  not  have 
been  surprised  at  the  motion  of  the  noble 
lord,  if  he  had  imputed  to  those  who  car- 
ried on  the  prosecution  against  De  Yonge 
any  unnecessary  delay,  or  improper  coo* 
duct  in  bringing  it  on  for  trial;  not  having 
so  done,  he  could  not  see  on  what  grounds 
he  desired  the  papers*  He  had  not  im- 
pated'blame  to  any  one,  and  with  respect 
to  the  d^lay  which  had  necessarily  taken 
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plMf.!  that  did  not  depend  on  the  prosecd- 
tors.  It  aro9e  from  circumstances  which 
cou4d  not  be  avoided.  In  some  cases  the 
judges  decided  immediately;  in  others, 
'inyolring  like  the  present  a  question  of 
mlich  imporkance,  thejr  wished  for  further 
time  for  consideration.  They  had  heard, 
not  as  the  noble  lord  supposed,  incomplete 
argument^  but  arguments  proceeding 
from  the  minds  of  some  or  the  most 
learned  men  at  the  bar.  Wishing  to  hear 
farther  arguments,  they  delayed  their 
decision'  until  those  doubts  which  were 
considerable*  were  entirely  removed.  Hey 
then  |;ave  their  opinion  in  fafoor  of  an 
acqoittal.  He  saw  no  reason  for  the 
motion,  and   should  oppose  it. 

Lord  Potkatane  admitted  that  great 
learning,  and  mach  research  had  been  dis- 
played in  the  arguments.  He  did  not 
mean  by  stating  that  the  arguments  were 
incomplete  to  impute  a  defect,  but  to 
shew  that  the  judges  werb  not  satisfied 
with  them. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  negatived. 

GoLB  Couc  AND  Bank  NoTB  Bill.]  The 
ChanceUor<ifihc  Exchequer  md,  before  he 
moved  the  first  readin^g  of  the  Bill  brought 
from  the  Lords,  he  wished  to  make  a  few 
observations  respecting  it,  both  as  to  its 
provisions,  and  to  the  circumstances  by 
which  he  was  induced  to  give  it  his  sup- 
port. It  was  with  a  sentiment  of  deep  re- 
Srretthat  he  could  even  come  to  parliament 
or  the  purpose  of  recommending  such  a 
Bid,  but  this  sentiment  became  much 
stronger  from  a  consideration  of  the 
advanced  period  of  tlie  session,  and  the 
limited  attendance  that  could  be  expected 
on  a  discussion  of  such  peculiar  impor- 
tance. The  regret  that  he  felt  in  the  first 
place  was  founded  on  the  recollection 
that  for  the  last  fourteen  years,  the  paper 
of  the  Bank  of  England  had  been  able  to 
uphold  itself  in  pumic  estimation.  During 
those  fourteen  years,  trials  and  exertions 
nad  been  undergone  by  the  country  of 
the  severest  and  most  extensive  nature, 
diflk:ulties.of  unexampled  magnitude  had 
been  encountered,  and  yet  the  circulating 
paper  had  maintained  its  credit.  Througo 
this  long  period  of  dagger  and  of  exertion, 
while  the  military  operations  of  the  coun- 
try abroad  were  carried  on  upon  a  scale 
the  most  extensive,  bank  notes  had  re- 
tamed  their  current  value,  and  the  pros- 
perity and  strength  of  the  country  had 
flourished  without  diminution  or  decay. 
It  was,  then,  not  our  great  and  gloriouf 


expeditions,  it  was  not  our  extended  and 
powerful  establishments,  it  was  not  the 
continued  and  unabated  exertions  of  the 
country  aeainst  a  foreign  enemy,  mud  in 
support  of  its  liberties  and  its  existence, 
that  had  created  the  necessity  of  having 
recourse  to  any  measure  of  this  description. 
An  imperious  necessity  did,  however,  now 
exist  for  its  adoption,  and  he  begged  lesive 
to  state  in  what  manner  that  necessity  bad 
originated,  and  the  reason  why  that  ne* 
cessity  had  only  become  recently  appa- 
rent.   This  would  serve  to  explain  wby 
ministers  had  not  deemed  it  necessary  to 
propose    any  similar  Bill  at  an  earlier 
penod,  and  why  thty  felt  it  their  duty  to 
the  country  to  give  it  their  support  at  tbe 
presentlate  period  of  the  session.  A  noble- 
man of  high  rank  and  great  political  dis- 
tinction and  large  landed  property,  had 
thought  it  proper  and  advisable,  after  haT* 
ii^  hitherto  received  the  rents   of  his 
estates  in  the  ordinary  currency  of  tbe 
countiy,  to  give  a  general  notice  to  bis 
tenants,  that  from    the   period   of  that 
notice,    issued   immediately   before    tbe 
usual  period  of  half  yearly  payment^ 
he  would  receive  only  gold    or  paper 
estimated  by  the  price  of  gold  in  die 
market.      Tbis    notice,    whether   inten- 
tionally or  otherwise  he  did  not  presume 
to  determine,  was  not  declared,  till  tbe 
time  when  it  was  well  known  that  Parlia* 
ment  was  on  the  point  of  ^arsting.    He 
did  not  mean  to  insinuate  that  the  noble 
lord  was  actuated  with  any  other  viewa 
than  such  as  became  his  rank  and  station 
in  society.     He  did  not  wish  to  attribute 
any  improper  motives  in  supposing  him 
to  he  influenced  by  his  own  theories  on 
the  subject,  and  a  desire  of  enforcing  them 
by  practical  examples.    The  impression 
on  bis  mind  when  he  first  heard  of  the 
circumstance,  which  was  before  it  was 
mentioned  in  Parliament,  was  that  it  did 
not  of  itself  call  for  any  legislative  inter- 
ference to  guard  against  any  consequences 
which  it  miffht  occasion.    He  was  then 
persuaded,  that  a  system  which  had  lo 
long  existed,  and  under  which  the  coon- 
try  had  so  long  prospered,  might  safely 
he  left  to  stand  open  its  own  merits,  and 
to  support  its  character  without  the  aid  of 
any  parliamentary  enactment.     He  felt, 
indeed,  that  the  conduct  of  the  noble  lord 
was  certainly  productive  of  some  alarm, 
but  not  of  a  size  or  nature  to  alter  his  opi- 
nion, until  he  found  to  his  surprize,  tnai 
instead  of  beinff  discountenanced  and  coo- 
denmed   by  all    those   whoae    opinions 
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woidd  have  h«eo  likely  U>  have  an  eflfect 
oo  tbat  noble  lord,  it  was  de&oded  and 
extolled  aa  just,  and  e? en  as  patriotic. 
He  Md  conceived,  that  tbe  noble  lord, 
finding  qo  encouragement  from  tbe  opi- 
nions, anv  more  than  from  the  conduct  of 
his  frioods.  would  have  at  length  seen  the 

{propriety  of  desisting  from  his  purpose, 
t  waa  probable^  he  thoogUt,  that  when 
the  SM>ble  lord  reflected  that  those  whose 
Gondoct  had  previously  resembled  his 
own,  wete  exclusively  pedlars,  and  Jews, 
and  smugglers,  he  would  not  persevere. 
When  hefoond,  however,  to  bis  astonish- 
meai  that  ho  was  deceived  in  this  expec- 
tation, that  tbe  direct  contrary  was  the 
case,  that  tbe  noble  lord's  friends,  bis  ad- 
vocates, and  his  panegyrists,  were  among 
those  who  had  a  great  lead  and  influence, 
mitboogb  not  so  great  perhaps  as  they 
imagined ;  then  it  was  that  ne  felt  con- 
vinced of  the  expediency,  and  of  the  ne* 
cessily  of  taking  some  step  before  the 
prorogation  of  Parliament,  to  prevent  tbe 
effect  which  such  doctrines  ana  exam|>les, 
proceeding  from  such  hif|[h  quartersi  misht 
produce  on  tbe  community  at  large.  No 
doubt  the  noble  lord  himself  thought  he 
was  acting  a  roost  admirable  part,  and 
one  that  reflected  on  him  the  highest  cre- 
dit, but  at  the  same  time  he  would  de- 
clare thai  he  could  conceive  no  act  what- 
ever, that  in  proportion  to  the  limited 
sphere  of  an  individual  was  calculated  to 
produce  such  formidable  effects  against 
the  interests,  of  society,  as  that  of  the  noble 
lord  which  bad  imposed  on  them  the  ne- 
cessity of  adopting  the  present  Bill.— He 
had  now  stated  the  reasons  which  had  in- 
duced ministers  to  decline  pressing  anv 
measure  of  this  description,  and,  he  trusted, 
sufficiently  proved  the  injustice  of  the  re- 
proaches which  had  been  urged  against 
Ihemoo  this  account.  It  hs3  appeared 
to  him  impossible,  that  the  old  adnereuu 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  those  who  had  i4>proved 
of  the  Restriction  in  1707,  could  oppose  a 
measure  formed  oo  the  same  prmciple, 
end  rendered  necessary  by  similar  causes 
of  a  more  extended  operation;  or  that  tbe 
supporters  of  Mr.  Fox,  on  tbe  other  hand, 
could  disapprove  of  a  Bill,  the  professed 
object  of  which  was  to  prevent  what  they 
so  mocb  deprecated,  the  establishment  of 
two  prices.  Those  who  bad  maintained 
the  o|iiiiions  of  the  Bullion  Committee, 
and  in  particular  be  wished  to  allude  tO; 
the  hoo.  and  learned  member  who  was  the 
chairman  of  that  Committee,  and  had  con- 
seqaeai^  Jield  forth  the  eatpedieAcy  of 


saffiriiig  the  interventiQik  of  two  yoars  bo- 
fore  tbe  period  of  resuming  cash  payments, 
ought  surely  to  come  forward  in  aid  of 
tbe  Bank  in  the  mean  time.  He  was  aware 
that  it  had  been  asserted  from  high  autho- 
rity, and  asserted  with  ^eat  confidence, 
that  at  no  antecedent  period'  was  tbe  gold 
more  plentiful  or  cheaper  than  it  was  at 
present.  This  was  certainly  at  variance 
I  with  all  that  had  been  hitherto  heard,  and 
notwithstanding  the  assertion  came  from 
men  who  imagined  that  they  enjoyed  and 
monopolized  all  the  talent  and  statesman- 
like knowledge  of  the  country,  he  had  no 
hesitation  to  say  it  was  most  preposter- 
ous and  absurd.  He  should  have  taought 
it  the  duty  of  those  who  bad  beea 
instrumental  in  causing  the  original  re- 
striction, not  to  attempt  to  depreciate  the 
paper,  which,  if  it  was  alterecl  in  iu  na- 
ture, had  been  altered  bv  themselves. 
After  all  that  had  been  said  ny  many  who 
appeared  to  wish  to  oppress  and  sti|- 
matise  all  who  refusea  to  admit  their 
superior  wisdom,  and  to  idolize  their  su- 
perior talents,  ooold  anv  thing  be  more 
manifestly  ui^just,  than  that  a  person  hav- 
ing 6,000/.  in  the  funds,  and  renting  a  farm 
of  300/.  per  annum,  shoold  be  obliged  to 
receive  the  interest  of  the  former  in  paper, 
and  pay  tbe  latter  in  gold  at  its  present 
excessive  price.  It  would  be  highly  de- 
sirable, he  readily  agreed,  to  avoid  mak- 
ing bank  notes  a  legal  tender;  but  if, 
from  tbe  state  of  the  country,  from  any 
accidental  alarm,  or  other  causes,  it  might 
no  longer  be  desirable,  he  was  prepared 
to  say  that  it  might  become  a  proper  and 
expedient  measure.  In  the  year  1707, 
Mr.  Pitt  had  himself  entertained  great 
doubts  as  to  the  policy  of  their  making 
the  notes  legal  tender  |  and  those  doubts 
were,  he  believed,  chiefly  removed  from 
his  mind  by  tbe  meeting  of  the  merchants, 
and  the  universal  .disposition  displayed  to 
take  the  notes  without  any  socb  lejpU  en- 
actment He  saw  in  his  place  an  hon* 
alderman  (Combe),  who  had  then  inouired 
if  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  propose  the  legal  tender 
between  individuals  as  well  as  between 
government  and  tbe  subject,  to  which  he 
answered,  that  he  believed  it  to  be  unne- 
cessary. When  interrogated  as  to  the 
probability  of  its  becomina  necessary,  he 
replied  that  it  was  imposuble  to  declare* 
Mr.  Fox  then  wished  to  know  hu  opinion 
respecting  the  tendency  of  the  measum 
to  create  that  efiec^  to  which  Mr.  Pitt 
answered,  that  be  had  no  opinion  (Hear  1 
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hear !)  He  might  quote  sir  F.  Baring,  no 
mean  authority,  on  a  question  of  this  kind, 
in  confirmation  of  the  opinion  that  the 
policy  commenced  in  the  year  1797,  with 
respect  to  the  issues  of  the  bank,  must  ne* 
cessarily  terminate  in  making  bank  notes 
&  legal  tender.     Still,  howe?er,  it  was  a 
point  to  which  he  should  very  unwillingly 
accede,  and  which  he  confidently  hoped 
would  be  found  an  unnecessary  measure, 
both  from  the  injustice  of  the  proceeding, 
which  must  lead  to  it,  and  the  odium  that 
had  already  attached  to  the  conduct  which 
he   bad   before  referred  to.      The  com- 
parison instituted  between  the  paper  cur- 
rency of  this  country  and  the  assignats  in 
France,  at  least  admitted  of  this  consola- 
tion, that  when  the  restriction  was  origin- 
ally proposed,  the  same  sort  of  observa- 
tion  was  made,  the  same  gloomy  predic- 
tions uttered,  and  the  same  confident  as- 
sertions of  our  being  not  on  the  verge, 
but  in  the  yery  gulph  of  ruin.    We  had, 
however,  since  passed  fourteen  years,  and 
during  the  whole  period  had  increased  in 
external  strength,  in  a  ratio  equal  to  our 
internal  prosperity.     Invasion  was  then 
declared  to  be  a  less  evil  than  such  an 
attack  on  the  financial  credit  of  the  em- 
pire, yet  invasion  had  been  since  pre- 
vented, and  the  financial  credit  of  the 
empire  sustained.    But  could  any  men, 
except  for  the  purpose  of  raising  an  out- 
cry, or  realizing  the  mischief  which  they 
a&cted  to    deplore,  sincerely  mean  to 
say,  that  the  paper  of  the  bank  of  Eng- 
land bore  any  resemblance  whatever  to 
the  French  assignats  ?   The  whole  amount 
of  the  bank  issues  had  never  exceeded 
25,000,000  and  they  were  at  present  not 
moire  than  23,000,000,  leaving  to  the  whole 
supply  of  the  national  circulation  only  an 
addition  of  13,000,000  upon  the  amount 
in  1797,  previous  to  the  restriction.    In 
one  year    France   issued   not  less    than 
50,000,000,  in  the  following  25,000,(XK) 
more,  and  in  the  course  of  five  years,  not 
less  than  a  thousand  millions.     Here  was 
a  sum  far  exceeding  our  national  debt, 
vrhile  our  issues  had  never  exceeded  one 
third  of  our  annual  revenue.     The  present 
Bill  was  intended  to  guard  only  against 
an  improper  and  injurious  alarm  ;  and  for 
this  purpose  it  simply  took  away  the  pro- 
cess of  distress  for  rent  upon  a  proffered 
payment  in  bank-notes.    This  was  pro- 
posed by  an  hon.  gentleman  in   1797,  but 
opposed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  on  the  ground  that 
no  reason  existed  in  the  feehng  or  dit- 
position  of  the  country  to  require  it.     Mr. 
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Fox,  however,  even  then  supported  it. — 
Much  had  been  said  respecting  Ireluul, 
and  the  inconsistency  ot  not  extending 
this  Bill  to  that  country..  The  reason, 
however,  simply  was  that  the  caase  and 
object  of  the  Bill  were  newin  this  coon- 
try,  but  not  80  in  Ireland,  where  two 
prices  had  in  fact  prevailed  before  the  re* 
striction  on  the  bank  took  place.  He  was 
ready  to  allow,  also,  that  it  was  unadviae* 
able  to  interfere  in  contracts  between  mno 
and  man;  but  the  act  of  1707  had  aiK 
ready  altered  that  sort  of  relation,  and  we 
were  in  a  situation  in  which  it  was  notorioos 
that  the  public  creditor  could  receive  no- 
thing but  paper.  Under  these  'Views,  and 
upon  these  considerations,  he  moved  that 
the  Bill  be  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  Abercromby  said,  that  although  h 
was  unusual  to  enter  at  large  into  any  dis- 
cussion upon  the  first  reading  of  a  Bill, 
yet  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  given 
so  ample  a  statement,  and  as  he  was  desir- 
otis  of  leaving  the  debate  on  the  usual 
stage,  the  second  reading,  to  his  hon. 
friends,  who  would  enter  fully  into  the 
question,  he  trusted  he  might  be  permitted 
to  make  a  few  observations  in  the  present 
instance.  The  right  hon.  gentleman,  in 
support  of  a  Bill  which  he  could  only  con- 
sider in  Itself  as  a  Bill  calling  on  that 
House  to  be  a  party  in  committing  a  gross 
fraud  upon  the  public;  as  a  Bill,  threaten- 
ing in  its  consequences  ruin  to  the  esta- 
blished forms  and  institutions  of  the  coon- 
try,  set  out  with  an  attack  on  the  conduct 
of  a  noble  lord  (King)  whom  be  was  prood 
to  call  his  noble  friend,  because  he  knew 
his  private  worth,  and  his  incapacity  to  do 
any  thing  inconsistent  with  public  virtue. 
He  begged  leave  to  ask  the  right  bon. 
gentleman  whether,  before  be  heard  of  the 
intention  of  the  noble  lord,  be  was  igno- 
rant that  Bank  notes  were  depreciated  SO 
per  cent.  ?  and  if  he  was  not  thus  iterant, 
what  ought  the  House  to  think  of  a  minis* 
ter,  who,  perfectly  sensible  of  what  it  was 
the  interest  of  the  land  owner  to  do,  coald 
have  intended  parliament  to  separate  on 
the  supposition  that  the  lapd  owner  w*oold 
not  choose  to  prosecute  his  evident  interest, 
and  his  legal  right }  Was  he  ignorant  of 
the  law,  and  did  he  presume  that  by  virtue 
of  his  office,  he  could  oppress  and  intimi* 
date  any  individual,  who,  during  the  re* 
cess,  might  venture  to  act  upon  that  in- 
terest }  Sensible  that  such  conduct  in  In- 
divid Oals  aflbrded  a  contradiction  to  all 
their  arguments,  which  was  plain  and  pal* 
pahle  to  the  understandings  and  business 
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of  all  men,  they  leenied  to  hftTe  relied  on 
.  their  own  diKretionary  powers,  greater 
than  the  law  itfetf«  to  put  down  and  ez- 
tingoith  every  toch  attempt  among  indi< 
Tidaalg.  Now,  indeed,  when  this  dettgn 
could  be  no  longer  entertained,  the  mi- 
nister came  down  to  the  House  with  a  pro- 
position for  violating  at  on^e  all  subsisting 
cpntracts  made  antecedent  to  the  deprecia- 
tion, and^o  alter  the  whole  system  of  oor 
law  for  the  preservation  of  the  valoe  of 
property.  He  was  willing  to  do  justice  to 
the  candour  of  the  i'isht  hon.  gentleman, 
who  certainly  had  this  night,  with  a  sin* 
gttlar  frankness,  professed  his  conversion 
to  the  code  of  Robespierre.  It  was  now 
no  longer  a  secret,  that  in  the  opinion  of 
Ills  Majesty's  government.  Bank  notes 
might  eventually  become  a  legal  tender, 
as  they  would  by  this  Bill  immediately 
become  a  legal  equivalent  What  induce- 
ment any  longer  existed  upon  the  Bank 
to  restrain  its  iuues  ?  They  now  saw  that 
parliament  was  pledged  to  support  them, 
and  that  the  law  might  soon  protect  them 
in  any  extent  of  issue.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  seemed  to  think  it  strange  that 
.  pen  should  defend  their  property;  but 
such  a  defence,  when  aidra  by  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  law,  did  not  appear  to  him  to 
be  mean,  or  unworthy  of  any  person,  more 
_  especially  if  that  person  was  one  who  had 
~  watched  the  progress  of  the  depreciation, 
and  felt  it  to  be  his  doty  to  guard  himself 
and  his  family  from  ito  eiiects.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  have  forgotten 
that  toe  paper  currencies  of  the  continent 
had  been  all  issued  on  the  credit  of  the 
government  of  the  respective  states.  But 
what  interest,  he  |rooid  ask,  had  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  in  the  profits  and  bo- 
Dosses  of  the  Bank?  That  the  present 
state  of  circulation  was  necessary  to  sup- 
port the  system  of  government,  was  pre- 
cisejir  what  was  ursed  by  the  government 
of  France  in  jostincation  of  the  assignats, 
and  it  was  an  argument  which  completely 
overlooked  every  principle  of  public  ho- 
nour and  national  faith.  It  was  idle  and 
fallacious  to  represent  the  stockholder's 
interest  lo  be  connected  with  a  fall  in  the 
value  of  paper,  and  that  he  could  derive 
any  benefit  from  the  increasing  prices  of 
commoditi^  and  the  decreasing  value  of 
his  property,  because  landed  property  was 
subject  Co  the  same  sort  and  degree  of  loss. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  seemed  to 
describe  himself  as  the  only  legitimate  re- 
presentative of  Mr.  Pitt.  He  had  never 
neibre  heard  that  distinguished   penoo. 
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whose  great  qualities  all  admired,  however 
destructive  they  might  deem  his  measorea 
to  the  public  interest,  accused  of  any  do* 
sign  to  get  rid  of  the  national  debt  in  the 
manner  by  which  he  certainly  might  h^ve 
succeedecf  in  that  "object— by  making 
Bank  notes  a  legal  tender.  The  exoep* 
tion  of  Ireland,  and  the  limiting  the  dura- 
tioa  of  thB  Bill,  were  only  fresh  proofs  of 
the  impropriety  and  danger  of  the  expe« 
dient.  How  could  foreigners  be  expected 
any  longer  to  trust  their  property  in  oor 
fiinds  when  the  returns  were  annually  di- 
minished ?  Pregnant  as  the  Bill  was  with 
such  extensive  consequences,  he  called  on 
all  who  valued  not  merely  the  interests, 
but  the  character,  the  credit,  and  the  faith, 
of  the  country,  of  government,  and  of  par- 
liament, to  pause  before  they  i^reed  to  a 
measure  that  was  nothing  less  than  an  out- 
rageous invasion  of  the  most  sacred  rights 
*of  property,  and  a  plain  avowal  that  the 
circulating  medium  of  the  country  could 
not  support  itself  without  the  aid  and  in- 
terference of  the  law. 

Lord  ArMbaid  Bamilicn  announced  it 
as  his  determination  to  oppose  the  Bill  in 
every  stage.  He  complained  of  the  ab- 
surd provisions  made  by  one  of  its  clauses 
which  went  to  exclude  Ireland  from  the 
pretended  benefiu  of  the  Bill,  though  the 
evil  it  professed  to  remedy  existed  to  so 
much  greater  an  extent  in  that  country 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  united  king* 
dom. 

Mr.  Dent  would  not  oppose  the  first 
reading  of  the  Bill,  as  he  did  not  object  to 
its  introduction  to  the  House,  although  m 
its  passage  through,  there  were  parts  of  it 
which  he  might  feel  it  his  duty  strongly 
to  object  to. 

Mr.  miibread  expressed  his  surprise, 
that  after  the  very  able  speech  of  his  hon* 
and  learned  friend,  none  of  the  right 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite  should 
have  thought  it  necessary  to  say  something 
in  answer  to  the  objections  which  had 
been  so  strongly  ursed  against  their  own 
measure—- for  as  such  he  should  consider 
it.  He  thought  that  the  right  honourable 
the  Chancel&r  of  the  Exchequer  had  in* 
dolged  in  observations  which  were  by  no 
means  warranted  by  the  conduct  o^  the 
noble  lord  upon  whom  they  were  intended 
to  bear  so  bard.  That  noble  lord  had 
done  nothing  more  than  he  was  juaified 
in  doing,  both  in  law  and  in  equity.  He 
thought,  too,  that  the  insinuations  which 
were  so  invidiously  thrown  out  by  the 
rigbt  hon.  gentleman  against  another  aoMo 
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lord  (Grenville)  were  equally  inapplicable* 
andy  coo&ideriaff  the  quarter  whence  they 
.came«  peculiarly  anfortunate.  The  rigbl 
boiw  geatleman  bad  accused  thai  noble 
iMrd  <H  affecting  the  monopoly  of  ail  the 
talents  of  the  country.  He  would  not 
atop  fierioualy  to  refute  so  ridiculous  a 
charge ;  but  when  he  accused  that  noble 
lord  of  exacting  the  submisaion  due  from 
inferior  to  abler  statesmen,  he  was  chars- 
ing  him  with  a  crime  of  which  that  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  not  long  ago  vainly 
tempted  that  noble  lord  lo  be  guilty. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  himself  ac- 
Imowledged  lord  Grenvilie  to  be  what  he 
now  accused  him  of  falsely  aspiring  to  be. 
He  had  knelt  to  that  noble  lord — be  had 
bowed  to  his  acknowledged  superiority, 
and  avowed  himself  willing  to  go  below 
J)im«  and  act  under  that  noble  lord*  as 
first  lord  of  the  treasury.  The  accusation 
therefore,  groundless  as  '  it  undoubtedly 
was,  was  still  inore  unfortunate  as  coming 
from  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  who  had 
himself  given  his  personal  testimony, 
that  whether  lord  Grenvilie  bad  any  such 
pretensions  to  such  superiority  or  not,  that 
jtill,  in  the  opinion  of^the  right  hon.  gen« 
tleman,  they  were  well  founded.  It  had 
been  said,  or  rather  insinuated,  that  in  th« 

Eiojeclion  of  the  restriction  act,  Mr.  J^itt 
ad  some  such  measure  as  this,  or  one 
still  stronger^— going  even  so  far  as  to  make 
Bank  notes  a  legal  tender — that  he  had 
then  some  such  measure  in  contemplation. 
He  could  not  receive  the  doubtful  insioua- 
lions  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  as  greater 
authority  than  the  decided  testimony  of 
lord  Grenvilie,  the  bosom-friend  and  conn* 
seller  of  Mr.  Pitt  That  noble  lotd  had 
declared  his  belief  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  never 
adopted  the  measure  of  restriction  but  as 
a  temporary  expedient ;  and  with  a  mag- 
nanimity  that,  in  bis  opiaion»  did  that 
noble  lord  immortal  honour,  he  bad  ex* 
pressed  his  regret  for  having  sapportcd 
the  first  extension  of  the  Bill,  when  it  was 
about  to  expire;  and  subsequently  he 
gave  the  proposal  for  the  second  extension 
of  the  restriction  act,  an  energetic  though 
ineflbctual  opposition.  The  noble  kMrd 
bad  never  approved  of  it  originally,  but 
as  a  mere  temporary  expedient,  and  now 
that  it  was  meant  to  be  made  permanent, 
he  looked  upon  it  as  a  fatal  measure. 
And  what  were  they  now  going  to  do  in 
passing  the  present  Bill— to  take  a  step 
which  must  inevitably  lead  to  another; 
if  they  passed  this  Bill,  what  woold  be  tho« 


legal  tender,  and  when  Bank-noten  wer^ 
once  a  legal  tend^r>  they  must  thea  un* 
pose  a  maadamm  on  prices.     And  what«  be 
.asked,  was  all  this  but  treading  in  the  foot- 
steps of  France^  tracing  step  by  step  those 
verv  measures  so  strongly  condemacd  by 
lord  Mornington  (now  marquia  of  Wef- 
lesley)  in  his  speech  in  1794,  at  the  time 
when  Mr.  Pitt  had  declared  France  to  be 
on  the  verge,  if  not  already  in  the  guiph 
of  national  bankruptcy  ;  and  was  it  to  be 
expected  that  the  same  steps  pursued  under 
the  same  circumstances,  would  not  lend  to 
the  same  dreadful  results  in  both  coootries? 
He  could  not  help  looking  at  the  mode  in 
which  this  Bill  originated  as  something 
stngular.    He  would  suppose  that  a  uaeoip 
her  of  ^that  House  who  bad  been  held  on 
by  ministers  a&  a  land-mark  to  be  aveideo 
with  respect  to  the  dangerous  turn  of  bis 
political  views  and  sentiments^  after  baviiy 
been  resisted  by  that  government  in  every 
political  measure  he  bad  supported  ;   that 
afler  such  long  and  uniform  babiu  of  dif- 
ference that  same  government  shouU  find 
their  eyes  suddenly  opened  by  a  measure 
cbminff  from  that  obnoxious  quarter,  and 
that  atter  opposing  it,  they  should  in  two 
days  after,  come  down  and  join  in  the 
support  of  it^p-whether  all  this  waa  the  re- 
sult ol*  ignorance  or  rashness,  or  both  to> 
gether,  he  kfl  to  the  right  hon.  gentlemen 
to  explaio«*^The  hon.  gentleman  anin 
adverted  to  the  observations  which  bad 
been  thrown  out  against  lord  King-   the 
word '  extorted'  had  been  used,  not  hv  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  but  yet  it  had  been 
uaed^  and  indirectly  applied  to  the  conduct 
of  lord  King :    that  noble  lord  bad  done 
nothing  which  his  own  motives  coold  not 
justify-— firom  his  genera]  knowledge  of 
that  noble  lord,  a  knowledge  of  which  he 
was  proud,  he  believed  him  to  be  a  strictly 
honest  man,  and  utterly  incapable  of  the 
motives  that  had  been  imputed  to  him. 
Was  this  Bill  directed  against  lord  King? 
No,  say  gentlemen,  but  its  object  is  to  sup- 
port &nk -paper— -support   Bank^paper! 
They   might  as  well  screw  op  the  ba- 
rometer amd  call  it  fine  weather*     Bat 
where  was  the  hardship  or  injustice  of  lord 
King's  condnct?  Bank- paper  was  either 
depreciated,  or  it  waa  not ;  if  it  was  not, 
where  was  the  bardahip,  and  if  it  was, 
where  was  the  injustice  ?    He  would  ask 
those  gentlemen  who  w^e  so  loud  in  tkeir 
censures  of  his  conduct,  if  tkev  had  any 
lands  oot  of  lease,  and  if,  after  the  passing 
of  this  Bill»  they  would  renew  such  leans 
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that  prorUion  of  tbe  BiH,  confining  its 
operation   to  Great  ^Britain  solely,  aiid 
aaked  where  was  tihe  justice  of  the  Im- 
perial Parliament  in  Irelanti,  enacting,  that 
a  man  riiould  be  transported  for  an  act, 
which,  if  he  had  done  in  England,  woold 
have  subjected  him  to  fine  and  imprison- 
ment only,  and  which,  if  done  in  Ireland, 
would  have  been  no  oflfence  at  all^   Or 
Were  they  weak  enough  to  suppose^  that 
lord  King  would  desist  in  consequence 
of  this  act }  Something  like  an  insinuation 
had  crept  abroad  that  the  courts  of  law 
might  in  their  construction  of  the  law  of 
the  land  open  a  door  of  relief  to  the  tenant 
against  the  just  and  legal  demands  of  the 
land-holder.    Good  <3od  !  in  what  times 
did  we  lire?    MTbat  most  be  the  awful 
situation    of    the    country    when    such 
shameful  subterfuges    could    be  thought 
of — when   in  order   to    force   a    depre* 
elated  paper  currency,  men  would  take 
refuge    in   the  hope  that  the  tribunals 
of  justice  would   resort  to  chicane,    to 
expound    the  laws   against  themselres! 
l*he  right  hon.  gentleman  ought  to  haye 
known  that  agriculture  was  the  basis  of 
all  national  prosperity  ;  let  him  well  con- 
sider what  would  be  the  immediate  prac- 
tical efiectsof  this  bill  in  restricting  the 
grant  of  leases.     Suppose  when   a  roan 
came  into  the  market  with  his  commo- 
dity, he  should  say, '  I  choose  gold,  and 
refuse  to  take  paper  ;'  would  not  this  es- 
tablish two  prices,    and  would  not  the 
only  remedy  then  be,  the  establishment 
of  a  maximum  ?  and  would  not  this  be  the 
falfilment  of  all  the  prophecies  of  1797, 
though  the  right    hon.  gentleman    had 
asked  with  such  ignorant  exultation,  if 
any  of  those  predictions  were  now  likely  j 
to  be  veriHed  ?  At  that  late  period  of  the 
session,  when  so  many  gentlemen  had  re- 
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Committee  on  the  Bullion  Report,  in  which 
Resolution  the  Comnttlee  stated  it  as 
their  opinion  that  paper  and  ooin  were 
in  equal  public  estimation.  Was  than 
the  present  opinion  of  the  House  ?  l>id 
they  still  think  that  the  Bank-note 
was  not  depreciated  f  If  so,  then  all 
the  miachicf  which  usually  arose  from 
unnecessary  legislative  regulations  was 
tfttribotabte  to  ministers  for  their  adoption 
of  the  bill  before  the  House.  Let  the 
House  not  forget,  vnd*  let  tbe  country, 
from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other,  he  in* 
formed  of  the  fact  that  the  right  hon.. 
gentleman  opposite  had  declared,  that  tbe 
existing  state  of  things  was  such  as  might 
lead  to  the  necessity  of  making  Banl^ 
notes  a  legal  tender.  After  they  hai 
heard  this,  let  the  puihlic  read  lord  Mom* 
ington's  speech,  in  which  he  described 
the  progress  and  the  fate  of  tbe  assignats 
of  France  ;  and  let  them  recollect,  that 
the  same  lord  Momington  (now  mar* 
quia  Wellesley)  was. one  of  the  lead- 
ing members  of  the  existing  ad  minis- 
tratwn,  an  administration  by  which  it 
was  proposed  to  imitate  the  ^rst  and  se* 
cond  steps  of  tbe  French  Baancial  mini^ 
ters  of  former  days.  If  the  present  sys- 
tem were  pursued,  the  Bank  might  and 
must  alternately  make  tons  of  paper, 
whicfh  would  be  worth  merely  the  Talue  of 
the  paper.  Loii  King  had,  most  unwisely » 
most  unjustly,  most  detrimentally  to  tha 
general  good,  been  called  an  extorttoner. 
He  was  no  such  thing.  His  wish  wag 
solely  to  presenre  his  rights.  If  he  had 
been  an  extortioner^  he  would  hare  ex* 
tended  his  notice  to  all  his  tenantry,  in- 
stead of  confining  it  to  that  pottion  to 
which  he  had  oonfined  it.— Haring  no 
faith  whatever  in  the  nostrum  now  pro- 
posed to  remedy  the  erils  of  the  state. 


what  had  already  passed  in  that  Rouse 
upon  the  question,  he  had  IKtIehopeof 
enectoal  resistance  to  the  present  bill. 
He  understood  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  fix  the  second 
reading  for  n£mday  next,  but  as  tiiat  was 
the  day  on  which  most  of  the  landholders 
in  that  House  would  prohably  be  occupied 
with  the  business  of  the  quarter  ses- 
lions  then  commencing,  he  thought  It 
might  be  more  adrisable  to  fix  die  second 
reining  either  for  some  day  thta  week 
'before  they  lefi  town,  or  what  might  be 


turned  to  their  summer  avocations,  after  j  he  should  oppose  even  the  first  reading  of 


the  hiH,  as  be  would  oppose  the  opening 
of  Plmdonf  s  box«  if  it  were  still  to  be 
opened,  and  with  that  view  he  should  take 
the  tense  of  the  House  on  the  question. 
In  the  first  place,  however,  he  moved  that 
the  clerk  read  the  third.  Resolution  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Bullion  Report— The 
Resolution  was  accordingly  read  as  follows: 
''Resolved,  That  the  Promissory  Notes 
of  the  said  company  have  hitherto  been, 
and  are  at  this  time,  held  in  public  eslK 
mation  to  he  equivalent  to  tbe  legal  coin 
of  the  realm,  and  generally  aocepted  as 
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Bank-note  was  worth  twenty  pence.    He 
would  tell  the  Bank,  that  from  the  moment 
this  Bill  passed,  he  had  a  right  to  inquire 
into  their  constructions;  that  they^were 
no  longer  a  private  company  ;  that  they 
had  changed  their  character ;  that  they 
were  amenable  to  parliament  for  every 
farthing  they  had  in  the  world  ;  and  that 
the  House  would  not  discharge  its  duty  if 
it  did   not  inquire  into  their  affiiirs.    It 
would  be  satd^  perhaps,  that  he  was  encou* 
raging  doubts  as  to  the  credit  of  the  Bank  ; 
but  he  was  forced  by  themselves  to  act  as 
he  did.     They  had  laid  out  a  great  deal 
of  money  on  the  very  worst  species  of  se- 
curity— government  security.     In  the  ac- 
count which  the  Bank  gave  of  their  assets, 
ft  certain  proportion  was  said  to  consist  in 
bullion  and  specie,  and  another  proportion 
in  d  iscounts  and  exchequer-  bills ;  but  they 
took  care  to  make  such  a  return  on  this 
last  particular,  as  to  leave  the  public  in  the 
dark  as  to  the  proportion  between  the  dis- 
counts and  the  part  invested  in  government 
securities.     The  truth  was,  that  the  Bank 
was  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  vehicle 
through   which  the   government  of   the 
country  circulated  their  own  paper. — How 
did  he  know,  too,  who  was  solvent  at  pre- 
sent ?  The  country  had  been  placed  in  such 
jeopardy  by  the  measures  of  the  right  hon. 
gent,  that  no  man  knew  at  present  who 
was  solvent  and  who  was  not  solvent.  The 
Bank  of  England  had  the  price  of  most  of 
the  government  securities  in  th«ir  own 
hands ;  and  he  would  take  as  an  instance 
to  prove  this,  the  bills  which  had  been 
issued  the  other  day  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  for  the  relief  of  the  manu- 
facturers, whiclrifvere  materially  affected 
by  the  Bank  coming  forward  to  purchase. 
—Reverting  to  the  subject  of  a  legal  ten- 
der, he  would  ask,  if  it  waa  possible  to 
compel  butchers  and  bakers,  for  example, 
to  take  the  Bank-notes  at  more  than  their 
real  value  ?  This  could  ncve^  be.     They 
would  persist  in  making  a  distinction  be- 
tween that  which  bore  a  value  in  every 
part  of  the  world,  and  that  whtch  was 
tainted  from   the  beginning.    He  could 
not  see  how  the  Bill  could  be  a  remedy  for 
similar  cases  to  those  of  De  Tonge  ;  for  it 
was  impossble  to  enact  heavier  penalties 
against  the  exportation  of  coin  than  the 
pi^sent  laws  ;  and  yet  it  was  impossible^to 
lake  up  a  newspaper  without  hearing  of 
what  were  termed  shiploads  of  guineas  ex- 
ported, which  had  eluded^tfae  dexterity  of 
gorernment.    He  hitd  been  told  the  other 
wy  by  a  gemiemah  lately  rttoraed  from 
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I  France,  that  he  had  seen  1500  gnineas 
taken  out  from  a  quarter  of  an  ox,  whicb 
was  hanging  from  a  ahip.  It  was  impoa* 
sible  to  guard  by  any  means  against  soch 
an  exportation.*— The  right  hon.  gent, 
next  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  melancholy  situation  in  which  the 
country  stood,  when  the  exercise  of  hia 
right  by  one  man  out  of  fifteen  million, 
could  have  forced  the  minister  to  have  re- 
course to  a  legislative  acL  Was  there  may 
stronger  symptom  of  a  system  being  oa 
the  verge  of  destruction  ?  He  objected  to 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  on  Mondajf 
next,  as  in  that  week  country  gentlemen 
would  be  engaged  at  the  quarter  sessions, 
and  it  was  important  that  they  should  at- 
tend, for  they  might  place  even  tbii  point 
of  distress  in  a  light  of  which  he  was  not 
aware.  Adverting  to  the  immense  boon 
given  to  the  Bank  by  this  Bill,  he  stated 
that  he  would  at  any  time  before  have  been 
glad  to  shake  hands  with  the  Bank  Direc- 
tors, but  now  he  must  fall  on  his  knees  t9 
them— -they  would  be  such  great  men.  Ho 
concluded  by  declaring  that  he  would  pro- 
pose a  Call  of  the  House  and  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Committee  to  inquire  into 
the  effects  of  the  Restriction.  On  tho 
former  motion  he  would  divide  the  Hooeo, 
but  he  would  propose  the  latter  for  tho 
purpose  of  having  it  entered  on  the  Joaiw 
nals. 

Mr.  Barh^,  in  explanation,  disclaimed 
any  intention  of  wishing  to  be  considered 
as  giving  any  other  opinion  than  that  of  • 
private  and  individual  member. 

Mr.  Manning  also  protested  against  any 
iuch  inference  being  drawn  from  what  m 
said ;  and,  in  answer  to  the  charge  against 
the  Bank  of  a  wanton  and  extravagant  issue 
of  notes,  stated  that  instead  of  23  millions* 
as  returned  to  the  House,  the  amount  of 
notes  outstanding  on  Saturday  last  did  not 
exceed  22  millions.  The  public  owed  to 
the  Bank,  in  the  amount  of  its  capital  and 
in  loans  subsequently  advanced,  about  19<| 
millions,  which  was  little  short  of  their  is* 
sues.  He  begged  of  gentlemen  to  con- 
sider this,  when  they  talked  about  the  sol- 
vency of  the  Bank.  Mr.  Pitt  on  this 
ground  had  been  ready  to  give  parlia- 
mentary security  for  the  notes.  The  pub- 
lic had  a  right  to  know  the  amount  of  the 
Bank  issues,  and  there  was  no  wish  for 
concealment  on  that  head.  No  less  than 
thirty-six  returns  had  been  made  to  tho 
House  of  the  amount  of  these  issues*  They 
had  a  right  to  know  that  their  security  was 
good»  and  he  assured  the  House  that  thm 
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•nrplos  MMts  ID  the  Bank«  independent  of 
it!  clftima  on  the  public,  had  not  dimi- 
aijihed  since  1797.  It  would  be  wiih  eac- 
treme  regret  that  he  would  retort  to  the 
meaiare  of  making  Bank-notes  a  legal 
tender— and  he  regretted  that  there  should 
be  any  necessity  tor  this  Bill.  The  noble 
lord  who  had  given  rise  to  it  had  done 
nach  mischief,  and  would  do  himself  and 
bis  family  no  good  by  his  conduct.  It 
was  in  reality  like  applying  a  razor  to  his 
own  throat  But  since  ibis  bad  happened, 
the  Bill  was  neces|ary-*for  if  the  landlord 
demanded  payment  in  gold  from  bis  te- 
nant, what  was  to  hinder  the  clergyman 
from  demanding  his  tythes  in  the  same 
manner  ?  What  was  to  hinder  the  holder 
0f  a  bill  of  exchange  also  from  insisting 
upon  payment  in  coin  ?  It  would  be  im- 
possible to  carry  on  the  most  common 
•transactions  of  the  day>  if  such  an  example 
were  to  be  followed.  What  would  be  the 
situation  of  bankers  in  such  a  case  ?  From 
the  manner  in  which  the  noble  lord's 
conduct  had  been  approved  and  cheered 
(hear*  bear!)^-yes,  he  said,  approved  and 
cheered,  something  must  be  done.  Legal 
rights  ought  not  always  to  be  exercised — 
and  if  the  noble  lord  should  still  persevere 
in  proceeding  with  the  utmost  rigour,  he 
would  perhaps  find  difficulties  in  the 
courts,  which  would  prevent  any  unplea- 
sant effects  to  the  tenant  who  tendered 
Bank-notes  before  the  next  session  of  par- 
liament. He  gave  a  reluctant  consent  to 
this  Bill ;  but  denied  that  the  Bank  direc- 
tors wished  to  make  their  notes  a  legal 
tender ;  and  he  also  denied  that  there  was 
any  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Bank  to  con- 
nect  itself  with  government,  or  with  any 
particular  minister  more  than  another ; 
and  as  a  proof  of  this  latter  circumstance, 
stated  that  the  Bank  had  made  larger  ad- 
vances while  Mr.  Fox  was  in  administra- 
tion, than  at  any  former  period. 

.Mr.  Bankes  said,  that  for  the  last  14 
years  they  had  always  been  liable  to  such 
a  proceeding  as  that  adopted  by  the  no|)le 
lord,  at  the  caprice  of  any  individual,  and 
the  wonder  was,  perhaps,  that  they  had 
gone  so  long  without  some  such  incon- 
.▼enience  occurring ;  and  yet  they  might 
bave  gone  on  longer  had  it  not  been  for  a 
want  of  moderation  in  the  bank 'in  issuing 
their  notes.  For  the  present  unfortunate 
atate  of  things,  there  was,  in  his  opinion,,  no 
certain  core,  except  in  regulating  those 
issnes  so  as  to  enable  the  faink  to  resume 
payments  in  cash.  But  he  would  not  re- 
alrict  them  peremptorily  to  the  period  of 


two  years.  Much  would  be  done  if  it 
were  laid  down  that  it  was  the  duty  of  cha 
bank  to  look  towards  such  a  resumption, 

^and  to  do  all  they  conveniently  could  to 
limit  their  paper  so  as  to  bring  it  to  an 
equality  with  coin,  when  payment  in  cash 
might  be  safely  resumed.  This  was  the 
more  necessary,  because  some  alarming 
circumstances  had  appeared  in  the  course 
of  these  discussions  relative  to  the  conduct 
of  the  directors  who  had  applied  for  tbe^ 
restriction  in  1707.  He  hoped  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  that  it  would 
be  distinctly  stated  what  the  law  really 
was  on  this  subject.  The  hon.  gentleman 
who  spoke  last  was,  perhaps,  not  so  good 
an  authority  on  a  point  of  law  as  on  many 
other  points,  but  he  «said  that  he  trusted 
the  law  would  prevent  any  unpleasant  ef- 
fects to  the  tenant  tendering  bank  notes^ 
till  the  meeting  of  the  next  session  of  par- 
liament. If  ibis  was  so,  then  there  really 
was  no  occasion  for  the  present  Bill,  but 
it  was  most  important  that  this  point 
should  be  clearly  and  distinctly  explained. 
•—Another  point  which  would  require 
consideration  was,  the  situation  in  which 
Ireland  would  be  placed  with  regard  to 
this  country.  This  measure  was  not  to 
be  extended  to  Ireland,  becsuse  the  de- 
mand for  payment  in  coin  had  long  pre- 
vailed there—- the  circumstance  which  was 
here  considered  4s  the  extreme  grievance 
to  be  prevented.  But  there  was  no  law 
to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  guineas  to 
Ireland ;  and  if  they  might  be  legally 
sold  there  for  a  premium,  thither  they 
would  naturally  be  carried,  so  that  ona 
part  of  the  Bill  appeared  to  counteract 

'the  other.  He  then  expressed  bis  asto- 
nishment that  a  gentleman  of  such  autho* 
rity  as  his  honourable  friend  near  him 
(Mr.  Baring)  should  bave  maintained 
such  a  monstrous  and  extravagant  doc- 
trine, as  that  the  national  debt  was  a 
benefit  to  the  country  and  not  a  burthen  ; 
and  that  the  country  might  make  as  great 
if  not  greater  exertions  with  this  mill- 
stone about  its  neck  than  without  it.  He 
thought  the  writings  of  Dr.  Smith  had  put 
an  end  to  such  quibbling  on  the  subject  of 
finance;  certainly  he  never  thought  to 
have  heard  such  assertions  from  one  of 
his  hon.  friend's  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence. The  debt  was  a  thing  which  we 
ought  to  fight  against:  and  indeed  his 
hon.  friend  himself  was  against  its  in- 
crease, for  he  had  pointed  out  a  method  to 
prevent  that  increase,  namely,  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  £xobeqaer  shooid  con* 
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opposed  the  present  Bill,  seemed  to  look 
vpon  it  merely  in  tbe  light  of  an  abntract 
question ;  but  the  question  was  not  whe- 
loer  or  not,  generally  speaking,  this  was 
a  desirable  Bill,  bat  whether  the  situation 
of  the  country  was  such  as  to  render  such 
a  measure  neceisary.     What  would  they 
propose  as  a  remedy  for  tbe  present  diffi- 
culties ?    It  was  not  enough  to  state  that 
the  country  would  be  in  an  unfortunate 
situation  on  account  of  the  forced  paper  cir-» 
culation;  because  until  parliament  should 
find  an  adequate  remedy  for  the  evil,  that 
situation  was  absolutely  necessary.     The 
situation  in  which  we  were  now  placed, 
was  no  other  than  that  in  which  we  had 
uniformly  been  ever  since  the  year  J 797. 
The  circulation  of  the  country  rested  on 
no  other  security  but  a  combination  of 
wealthy  individuals  in  the  country ;  and 
the  general  good  faith  among  individuals 
held  the  place  of  compulsion.     He  would 
not  say  whether  lord  King  was  blameable 
or  not  in  agitating  the  present  question  ; 
but  this  he  would  say,  that  nothing  could 
be   more   honourable  to  the  country  at 
large  tlian  that  no  person,  under  any  temp- 
fcatiop,  had   yet  ventured   to  refuse  the 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  England.    This,  in- 
deed, shewed  a  high  spirit  of  patriotism 
in  tbe  country  at  large.     But  if  the  country 
was  aware  of  any  individual  of   large 
landed  pr^erty  refusing  to  take  those 
notes  at  their  established  value,  the  sitaa- 
tion  of  things  was  altered.    His  own  opi- 
nion was,  that  Bank  of  England  notes 
tf)ugbl  JLo  be  made  a  legal  tender  at  once. 
He  thought  the  simple  legal  tender  would 
be  more  efficient  than  the  provisions  of 
the  present  Bill ;  but  if  he  hesitated  as  to 
this  measure  at  present,  it  was  because  he 
thought  that  preparatory  to  it  some  se- 
curity should  be  taken  by  parliament,  that 
tbe  Bank  issues  should  not  exceed  a  cer- 
tain quantity,  that  the  country  might  have 
aomething  to  look  to.     He  did  not  believe ' 
that  there  was  a  disposition  in  the  Bank  to 
over-issue ;  he  believed  that  their  dispo- 
aition  lay  the'other  way ;  but  be  thought 
it  wAb  not  proper  to  leave  this  subject  to 
their  discretion,  and  that  some  limitation 
should  take  place  by  authority  of  that 
House,  that  the  public  might  not  be  ex- 
posed to  suffer  from  the  mere  will  of  any 
iet  of  men.— Another  thing  which,  he 
thought,  ought  to  take  place  preparatory 
to  the  legal  tender,  which  if  not  introduced 
in  this,  ooffht  to  be  introdnctd  in  the  next 
session    of  parliament,  was,  that   some 
pledge  should  be  giTon  by  tbtt  House  re- 
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specting  the  expenditure  of  the  coootrTi 
because  a  limitation  of  tbe  itsae  of  paper 
would  have  a  tendency  to  embarrais  ibe 
government,  if  they  contiuued  to  act  upon 
their  present  system.     There  were  tbe^^ 
tore»  two  points,  which,  he  thought,  oogbi 
to  be  attended  to :   first,   that  proper  se- 
>>curity  should  be  taken  against  the  orer- 
issues  of  the  Bank  ;   and,  secondly,  that 
some  measures  should  be  taken  to  prerent 
the    contraction  of  the     isaues  from  ob- 
structing the  wheels  of  government.  Wbeo 
he  talked  of  U^e  limitation  of  tbe  issuei,be 
did  not  mean  to  say  that  they  ought  to  be 
less  than  the  present    amount,   hut  t\m 
they  ought  to  be  limited  not  to  exceed  i 
certain  amount.    The  paper  currencjof 
the    country  was    essentially   counecied 
with  the  public  debt.     The  profuse  ex* 
peuditure  ot  the  country  which  had  betii 
going  on  both  before  and  since  the  re- 
striction, depended  npon  the  restrictioo, 
and  must  be  put  a  stop  to  if  the  restrictioa 
was  to  be  put  an  end  to.      When  be  said 
this,  he  could  not  see  any  ground  for  the 
despondency  which'  had  gone  abroad  ^^ 
specting  the  resources  of  the  country,  sod 
tnat  the  public  debt  was  a  clog  to  the 
country.     He  was  of  a  totally  diflerent 
opinion,  and  he  thought  that  without  tbe 
public  debt  the  country  could  not  msiii* 
tain  any  thing  like  the  forces  which  it  tt 
present  maintained.    The   deficiency  d 
our  finances  did  not  exceed  20  or  2)  inil- 
lion,  and  after  deducting  what  was  corered 
by  the  Sinking  Fund,  we  had  no  occui*" 
to  borrow  more  than  10  million.    N0^> 
if  we  could  only  retrench  five  millions  frois 
our  present  expenditure,  and  raise  an  ad- 
ditional five  million  of  taxes,  the  reasin<itf 
of  the  deficiency  would  be  covered  by  tbe 
Sinking  Fund*  and  the  future  increaie  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  might  be  applied  to- 
wards a  redaction  of  the  national  debL 
Were  this  system  adopted,  and  persefcred 
in  with  constancy  for  any  length  of  tim^ 
it  would  give  the  country  a  new  degrecoi 
confidence.    It  was  true  that  nothing  ^^ 
a  sense  of  the  present  danger,  and  of  tb< 
ruin  which  was  hanging  over  the  couotrV| 
would  induce  the  people  to  agree  to  i^^ 
an  increase  of  their  burdens;  but  when  Dc 
considered  that  in  one  year  lord  Sidmoou 
laid  on  new  Uxes  to  the  amooot  of  ^' 
million,  he  thought  that  this  sum  of  i^ 
million  might  be  raised,  in  some  way 
other,  by  retrenchment  and  new  ^ 
This  Bill,  he  thought,  would  V^^^^^ 
subject  from  all  actions  and  ^i^^^^^zl 
so  forth  J  bat  itiU,  however,  kc  wa*  <»» 
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Vinced  that  something  of  a  more  per- 
manent nature  ought  to  be  resorted  to. 

Mn  Tiemey  9aid>  that  after  hearing  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  G^ent.  who  had  just  sat 
down,  it  was  impoBsible  for  him  to  give  a 
silent  vote  on  the  present  occaflion.     More 
monstrous  doctrine  he  had  never  heard  in 
that  House  than  the  doctrine,  which  had 
just  fallen  from  the  hon.  gent.     He  pilied 
the  members  who  had  leu  the  House  two 
moQihs  ago«  after  they  had  been  told  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequtsr  that  the 
present  question  had  been  then  set  at  rest. 
He  told  them  then^  that  the  intrinsic  value 
of  Bank  notes  was  not  equal  to  their  no- 
ininal  value  ;  and  this  the  right  bon.  gent. 
did  not  choose  to  dispute  ;    but  he  solved 
the  difficulty  by  stating,  that  Bank  notes 
were  equal  to  guineas  in  the  public  esti- 
mation.    After  having   reported  this   to 
their  constituents^  it  was  rather  unfortu* 
nate  that  one  of  the  first  things  they  should 
hear  of  was,  that  Bank  notes  were  to  be 
made  a  legal  tender.     And  who  were  the 
advocates  for  this  measure  ?  Its  advocates 
were  two  of  the  most  suspicious  characters 
in  the  world-— the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer and    a  Bank .  Director. — (Hear, 
hear!)     Much  had  been  said  about  sound- 
ing an  alarm  ;   but  no  person  could  give 
occasion  to  a  more  well  founded  alarm 
than  the  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down. 
When  he  heard  such  monstrous  doctrines, 
he  thought  the  only  safety  for  the  country 
was  to  take  the  alarm,  that  they  might 
save    their    property    frofu    destruction. 
The  hon.  gent,  had  said  that  the  Bank  had 
no  interest  in  the  present  state  of  things. 
Re  believed,  however,  that  there  was  an 
understanding  between  the  Bank  Directors 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on 
this  subject;    and  he  believed  that  even 
if  such  men  as  lord  Stanhope  and  lord 
King  had  never  lived  they  would  have 
fallen  on  this  plan,  because  it  had  been 
avowed   by  the  right   hon.    gent,    over 
the  way,  that  such  a  plan   was  in  Mr. 
Pitt's  mind.     He  did  not  believe  that  Mr. 
Pitt  was  of  opinion   that  a  compulsory 
tender  would  be  proper.      He  acquitted 
Mr.  Pitt  of  ever  entertaining  any  such 
opinion,    whatever    hostility     he    might 
have  shewn  to  his  measures.     But  the  pre- 
sent Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  saw  the 
matter  in  a  different  light.      He  saw  no 
other  remedy,  but  this  measure<«-and  so 
*^8aid  the  hon.  Bank  Director.  But  it  seem- 
ed there  was  to  be  a  bargain  between  the 
high  contracting  parties.     You  who  are 
iu  the  government,  are  not  to  be  so  pro- 
(  VOL  XX.)  ^ 


fuse  in  your  expenditure,  and  we  the  Bank 
Directors  will  furnish  you  with  our  paper ; 
but  this  will  require  an  act  of  parliament. 
However,  this  would  be  merely  a  nominal 
contract,  for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex« 
chequer  would  never  be  tied  down  to  a 
certain  sum  in  his  expenditure^  but  would 
always  find  some  means  or  other  of  going 
beyond  bis  limitation.  The  hon.  gent, 
told  ministers  that  there-  would .  be  no 
injury,  because  there  would  be  no  in« 
crease  of  the  national  debt.  The  system 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
to  eat  up  the  War  taxes,  so  that  there  was 
a  necessity  of  recurring  to  a  further  loan» 
But  now  we  must  either  raise  live  miU 
lions,  or  make  the  -Bank  Note  a  legal 
tender.  .  All  the  rest  seemed  now  to  bo 
entirely  thrown  aside — to  be  set  at  rest. 
We  must  not  broach  any  more  any  of  the 
doctrines  of  depreciation  of  currency,  and 
of  the  diflference  between  the  market  and 
mint  price  of  gold.  We  must  not  say 
any  thing  of  the  impolicy  of  the  Orders 
in  Council.  All  these  questions  were  now 
entirely  set  at  rest.  The  only  thing  now 
necessary  to  the  salvation  of  the  country* 
was  to  make  Bank  Notes  a  legal  tender* 
For  his  part,  he  thought  such  a  measure 
would  be  the  destrucUon  of  the  country  { 
for  no  country  could  subsist  with  a  com- 
pulsory paper  currency.  The  gentlemen 
opposite  now  stated^  with  a  candour  for 
which  he  gave  them  credit,  that  the  legal 
tender  was  the  only  safe  measure  to  be 
adopted.  A  great  deal  had  been  said 
about  Bank  deposits,  by  a  person  who 
entertained  a  very  curious  idea  of  Bank 
deposits,  and  who  said  that  a  Bank  de^ 
posit  was  nothing  more  than  a  paper  de^ 
posit.  He  could  not  understand  how  more 
respect  would  be  paid  to  a  Bank  note,  be- 
cause the  legislature  should  say  it  waa 
worth  twenty  shillings.  Ought  we  not 
first  to  satisfy  ourselves  that  it  was  really 
worth  that  sum.  They  had  determined 
already  what  its  value  was  in  the  publio 
estimation  ;  but  would  it  not  be  proper* 
before  ppssing  the  bill,  to  go  into  a  Com« 
mittee  to  inquire  into  this  circumstance* 
They  had  not  before  pronounced  their 
own  opinion  on  the  subject,  but  only  the 
opinion  of  the  public.  In  what,  he  would 
ask,  did  that  worth  consist  t  It  could  only 
comprehend  its  convertibility  into  cash. 
He  could  understand  what  was  meant 
if  the  value  was  deposited;  because  that 
might  be  said  to  be  done  from  a  wish  to. 
prevent  exportation ;  but  on  the  present 
system,  what  lecturity  had  they  that  tha 
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Bank-note  was  worth  twenty  pence.    He 
woutd  tell  the  Bank,  that  from  the  moment 
this  Bill  passed,  he  had  a  right  to  inqaire 
into  their  constructions;  that  they^were 
no  longer  a  private  company  ;  that  they 
had  changed  their  character ;  that  they 
were  amifnable  lo   parliament  for  every 
farthing  they  had  in  the  world  ;  and  that 
the  House  would  not  discharge  its  duty  if 
it  did   not  inquire  into  their  afiaini.    It 
would  be  said,  perhaps,  that  he  wz»  encou- 
raging doubts  as  to  the  credit  of  the  Bank  ; 
but  he  was  forced  by  themselves  to  act  as 
he  did.     They  had  laid  out  a  great  deal 
ef  money  on  the  very  worst  species  of  se- 
curity— government  security.    In  the  ac- 
count which  the  Bank  gave  of  their  assets, 
a  certain  proportion  was  said  to  consist  in 
bullion  and  specie,  and  another  proportion 
in  discounts  and  exchequer-bills  ;  but  they 
Cook  care  to  make  such  a  return  on  this 
]ast  particular,  as  to  leave  the  public  in  the 
dark  as  to  the  proportion  between  the  dis- 
counts and  the  part  invested  in  government 
•ecurities.    The  truth  was,  that  the  Bank 
was  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  vehicle 
through   which  the  government  of   the 
country  circulated  their  own  paper. — How 
did  he  know,  too,  who  was  solvent  at  pre- 
sent }  The  country  had  been  placed  in  such 
jeopardy  by  the  measures  of  the  right  hon. 
gent.,  that  no  man  knew  at  present  who 
was  solvent  and  who  was  not  solvent.  THe 
Bank  of  England  had  the  price  of  most  of 
Che  government  securities  in  Chdir  own 
hands ;  and  he  would  take  as  an  instance 
Co  prove  this,  the  bills  which  had  beea 
issued  the  other  day  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  for  the  relief  of  the  manu- 
facturers, which  were  materially  affected 
by  the  Bank  coming  forward  to  purchase. 
-^Reverting  to  the  subject  of  a  legal  ten- 
der, he  would  ask,  if  it  was  possible  to 
compel  butchers  and  bakers,  for  example, 
Co  take  the  Bank-notes  at  more  than  their 
real  value }  This  could  neve;:  be.    They 
would  persist  in  making  a  distinction  be- 
tween that  which  bore  a  value  in  every 
part  of  the  world,  and  that  whrch  was 
Cainted  from   the  beginning.    He  could 
not  see  how  the  Bill  could  be  a  remedy  for 
aimilar  cases  to  those  of  De  Yoiige  ;  for  it 
was  impossble  to  enact  heavier  penalties 
against  the  exportation  of  coin  than  the 
present  laws  ;  and  yet  it  was  impossible  to 
lake  up  a  newspaper  without  hearing  of 
what  were  termed  shiploads  of  guineas  ex- 
ported, which  had  eluded^the  dexterity  of 
flrorernmeiit.    He  h^d  been  told  the  other 
4ay  by  a  geotlemah  lately  returned  from 


t  France,  that  he  had  seen  150O  grotnea 
taken  out  from  a  quarter  of  an  ox,  vrbici 
was  hanging  from  a  ihip.     It  was  i  id  pos- 
sible to  guard  by  any  means  against  socli 
an    exportation.— The    right  hon.    gent. 
next  called  the  attention  of  the  House  lo 
the  melancholy  situation  in  wbicfa    the 
country  stood,  when  the  exercise   of  hw 
right  by  one  man  out  of  fifteen  million* 
could  have  forced  the  minister  Co  haTe  re* 
course  to  a  legislative  act.    Was  chere  any 
stronger  symptom  of  a  system  being-  on 
the  verge  of  destruction  ?  He  objected  to 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  on  Monday 
next,  as  in  that  week  country  gentlemea 
would  be  engaged  at  the  quarter  seastcHii!, 
and  it  was  important  that  they  should  at^ 
tend,  for  they  might  place  even  Chis  poiaC 
of  distress  in  a  light  of  which  be  wsls  not 
aware.    Adverting  to  the  immense  booa 
given  to  the  Bank  by  this  Bill,  he  stated 
that  he  would  at  any  time  before  bare  been 
glad  to  shake  hands  with  the  Bank  IMrec- 
tors,  but  now  he  must  fall  on  his  knees  ts 
them-i— they  would  be  such  great  men.    Hs 
concluded  by  declaring  that  he  would  pro- 
pose a  Call  of  the  House  and  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Committee  to  inquire  into 
the  effects  of  the  Restriction.     On   Che 
former  motion  he  would  divide  the  House* 
but  he  would  propose  the  latter  for  the 
purpose  of  having  it  entered  on  the  Joor^ 
oals. 

Mr.  Baring,  in  explanation,  disclaimed 
any  intention  of  wishing  to  be  considered 
as  giving  any  other  opinion  than  that  of  a 
private  and  individual  member. 

Mr.  Mamning  also  protested  against  any 
such  inference  being  drawn  from  what  hie 
said ;  and,  in  answer  to  the  charge  against 
the  Bank  of  a  wanton  and  extravagant  issue 
of  notes,  stated  that  instead  of  23  millions, 
as  returned  to  the  House,  the  amount  of 
notes  outstanding  on  Saturday  last  did  not 
exceed  22  millions.     The  public  owed  to 
the  Bank,  in  the  amount  of  iu  capital  and 
in  loans  subsequently  advanced,  about  I9| 
millions,  which  was  little  short  of  their  is- 
sues.    He  begged  of  gentlemen  to  con- 
sider this,  when  they  talked  about  the  sol- 
vency of  the  Bank.    Mr.  Pitt  on  this 
ground  had  been  ready  to  give  parlia- 
mentary security  for  the  notes.    The  pub* 
lie  had  a  right  to  know  the  amount  of  the 
Bank  issues,  and  there  was  no  wish  for 
concealment  on  that  head.    No  less  thin 
thirty-six  returns  had  been  made  to  the 
House  of  the  amount  of  these  issues.  They 
had  a  right  to  know  that  their  security  wat 

good*  and  he  assured  the  Houm  that  tba 
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•arpliis  asMts  id  the  Bankj  independent  of 
its  cleimi  on  the  public,  had  not  dimi- 
aiahed  since  1797.    It  would  be  wiih  ex- 
treme regret  that  he  would  retort  to  the 
■aeatttre  of  making  Bank-notes  a  legal 
tender— and  he  reffretted  that  there  should 
be  any  necessity  tor  this  Bill.    The  noble 
lord  who  had  given  rise  to  it  had  done 
much  mischief,  and  would  do  himself  and 
his  family  no  good  by  his  conduct.    It 
was  in  reality  like  applying  a  razor  to  his 
own  throat.     But  since  this  bad  happened, 
the  Bill  was  neces|ary^*for  if  the  landlord 
demanded  payment  in  gold  from  his  te- 
nant, what  was  to  hinder  the  clergyman 
from  demanding  his  tythes  in  the  same 
manner  ?  What  was  to  hinder  the  holder 
of  a  bill  of  exchange  also  from  insisting 
upon  payment  in  coin  ?  It  would  be  im- 
•    possible  to  carry  on  the  most  common 
transactions  of  the  day>  if  such  an  example 
were  to  be  followed.     What  would  be  the 
,  aituation  of  bankers  in  such  a  case  ?  From 

the  manner  in  which  the  noble  lord's 
conduct  had  been  approved  and  cheered 
»  (hear,  hear!)— yes,  he  said,  approved  and 
cheered,  something  must  be  done.  Legal 
rights  ought  not  always  to  be  exercised — 
and  if  the  noble  lord  should  still  persevere 
in  proceeding  with  the  utmost  rigour,  he 
would  perhaps  find  difficulties  in  the 
courts,  which  would  prevent  any  unplea- 
sant efiects  to  the  tenant  who  tendered 
Bank*notes  before  the  next  session  of  par- 
liament. He  gave  a  reluctant  consent  to 
this  Bill ;  but  denied  that  the  Bank  direc- 
tors wished  to  make  their  notes  a  legal 
tender ;  and  he  also  denied  that  there  was 
any  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Bank  to  con- 
nect itself  with  government,  or  with  any 
particular  minister  more  than  another ; 
and  as  a  proof  of  this  latter  circumstance, 
stated  that  the  Bank  had  made  larger  ad- 
vances while  Mr.  Fox  was  in  administra- 
tion, than  at  any  former  period. 

.Mr.  Bankei  said,  that  for  the  last  H 
years  they  had  always  been  liable  to  such 
a  proceeding  as  that  adopted  by  the  noble 
lord,  at  the  caprice  of  any  individual,  and 
the  wonder  was,  perhaps,  that  they  had 
gone  so  long  without  some  such  incon- 
.▼enience  occorring ;  and  yet  they  might 
have  gone  on  longer  had  it  not  been  for  a 
want  of  moderation  in  the  bank'in  issuing 
their  notes.  For  the  present  unfortunate 
state  of  things,  there  was,  in  his  opinion,,  no 
certain  core,  except  in  regulating  those 
issues  so  as  to  enable  the  iMink  to  resume 
ps^ments  in  cash.  But  he  would  not  re- 
.  Strict  tbam  peremptorily  to  the  period  of 


two  years.  Much  would  be  done  if  it 
were  laid  down  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
bank  to  look  towards  such  a  resumption, 

^and  to  do  all  they  conveniently  could  to 
limit  their  paper  so  as  to  bring  it  to  an 
equality  with  coin,  when  payment  in  cash 
might  be  safely  resumed.  This  was  the 
more  necessary,  because  some  alarming 
circumstances  hsd  appeared  in  the  course 
of  these  discussions  relative  to  the  conduct 
of  the  directors  who  had  applied  for  the-^ 
restriction  in  1707.  He  hoped  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  that  it  would 
be  distinctly  stated  what  the  law  really 
was  on  this  subject.  The  hon.  gentleman 
who  sppke  last  was,  perhaps,  not  so  good 
an  authority  on  a  point  of  law  as  on  many 
other  points,  but  he  *said  that  he  trusted 
the  law  would  prevent  any  unpleasant  ef- 
fects to  the  tenant  tendering  bank  notes, 
till  the  meeting  of  the  next  session  of  par- 
liament. If  this  was  so,  then  there  really 
was  no  occasion  for  the  present  Bill,  but 
it  was  most  important  that  this  point 
should  be  clearly  and  distinctly  explained. 
—Another  point  which  would  require 
consideration  was,  the  situation  in  which 
Ireland  would  be  placed  with  regard  to 
this  country.  This  measure  was  not  to 
be  extended  to  Ireland,  because  the  de* 
mand  for  payment  in  coin  had  long  pre* 
vailed  there— the  circumstance  which  was 
here  considered  as  the  extreme  grievance 
to  be  prevented.  But  there  was  no  law 
to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  guineas  to 
Ireland;  and  if  they  might  be  legally 
sold  there  for  a  premium,  thither  they 
would  naturally  be  carried,  so  that  one 
part  of  the  Bill  appeared  to  counteract 

'the  other.  He  then  expressed  his  asto« 
nishment  that  a  gentleman  of  such  autho* 
rily  as  his  honourable  friend  near  him 
(Mr.  Baring)  should  have  maintained 
such  a  monstrous  and  extravagant  doc- 
trine, as  that  the  national  debt  was  a 
benefit  to  the  country  and  not  a  burthen  ; 
and  that  the  country  might  make  as  great 
if  not  greater  exertions  with  this  mill- 
stone about  its  neck  than  without  it  He 
thought  the  writings  of  Dr.  Smith  had  put 
an  end  to  such  quibbling  on  the  subject  of 
finance;  certainly  he  never  thought  to 
have  heard  snch  assertions  from  one  of 
his  hon.  friend's  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence. The  debt  was  a  thing  which  we 
ought  to  fight  against:  and  indeed  his 
hon.  friend  himself  was  against  its  in- 
crease, for  he  had  pointed  out  a  method  to 
prevent  that  increase,  namely,  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  iutolie^er  should  con- 
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fine  himself  within  a  certain  limited  ex- 
penditure.    The  only  objection  was,  that 

•  no  one  could  well  expect  to  see  such  a 
remedy  applied.  Every  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  no  doubt,  wished  to  keep 
down  the  expenditure  sis  much  as  he 
could,  but  then  he  had  important  projects 
to  execute  which  were  expensive;  and 
there  always  had  been  a  facility  in  this 
country  of  borrowing  money,  and  thus 
the  debt  had  grown.  From  all  the  argu- 
ments he  had  heard  on  this  subject,  he 
was  not  certain  whether  any  remedy  at 
all  was  required  against  the  effects  of  the 
proceeding  of  the  noble  lord,  who  had 
given  the  notice  to  his  tenants;  and  if  a 
remedy  were  necessary,  he  was  not  sure 
that  this  was  the  proper  one.  But  at  all 
events  it  was  of  the  last  importance,  that 

.  they  should  be  fully  and  clearly  satisfied 
how  the  law  really  stood,  and  be  trusted 
that  an  explanation  on  that  head  would  be 
given.  On  a  subject  of  this  consequence, 
he  thought  a  call  of  the  House  desirable, 
and  would  vote  for  it.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, think  the  conduct  of  the  noble  lord, 
who  had  been  the  cause  of  this  proposed 
measure,  worthy  of  approbation.  He  re- 
gretted very  much  that  such  a  proceeding 
had  been  resorted  to  in  the  first  instance 

-  by  a  great  landed  proprietor.  There 
were  circumstances  in  which  '  summum 
*  jus'  was  '  sum  ma  injuria.'  He  would  re- 
serve what  he  had  further  to  say  until  the 

'  second  reading  of  the  bill. 

Sir  F,  Burden  wou\d  not  have  trespassed 
on  the  time  of  the  House  in  the  present 
stage  of  the  proceeding,  were  it  not  for 
the  unjust  attacks  which  had  been  made 
on  a  noble  lord  for  doing  no  more  than  be 
was  entitled  to,  and  which  justice  to  his 
own  family  required  him  to  do«  How 
could  it  be  pretended  that  a  landlord  was 
not  entitled  lo  demand  bis  rent  to  be  paid 
without  depreciation,  at  the  very  time 
when  the  tenant  was  selling  the  produce  o¥ 
bis  farm  with  reference  to  this  very  de- 
preciation in  the  paper  currency  of  the 
kingdom?  He  recollected  the  language, 
which,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
French  Revolution,  was  held  by  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  of  the  House  with 
regard  to  the  French  assignats.  Their  tone, 
however,  was  now  completely  changed, 
and  was  to  be  compared  to  nothing  but 
what  they  then  attributed  to  Robespierre 
and  his  associates,  from  which  the  down- 
fall of  the  credit  of  France  was  prognos- 
ticated. He  trusted,  however,  that  the 
present  moasiire  would  bav«  ibis  good  ef- 


fect; il  would  make  gentlemen  at  length 
feel  in  what  situation  they  stood.      Su|^&r- 
planters  and   West  India   plaatera    asso- 
ciated for  their  own  interests  on  every  oc- 
casion when  they  supposed  them  to  be  in 
danger.     The  landed  interest  alone  seem- 
ed insensible  to  the  dangers  which  threa 
ed  them,  and  to  the  advantage  wbicb 
at  all  times  taken   of  their   remissoi 
He    trusted    at   length   they   would     be 
awakened,  and  would  not  wait  for  the  pe* 
riod  when  every  man  in  England  vrooM 
find  that^  with  his  pockets  full   of  paper* 
he   was  without  the  means  of  support. 
This  languor,  in  such  a  situation,  seemed 
to  say,  that  no  remedy  could  be  applied, 
and  reminded  him  of  a  line  in  an  Italiao 
poet,  which  was  said  to  be  inscribed  over 
the  gates    of    Hell—"  Who  enters  here 
leaves  hope  behind.'^     So,  in  the  present 
instance,  hope  seemed  extinct;  and  wbils 
the  evil  was  deplored,  it  seemed  to  be  the 
opinion  of  many,  that  no  more  could  he 
done.     We  had  now  approached  to  this 
point  without  being  able  to  find    out  s 
remedy  for  the  evil  which  menaced  us. 
The  noble  lord  who  had  warned  us  of  oar 
danger  was,  in  his  opinion,  entitled   te 
our  best  thanks,   in  the  same  way  as  he 
must  be  esteemed  our  friend  who  pre- 
vented us  from  leaping  over  while  we  had 
only  a  step  to  take  before  we  fell  into  the 
gulph  of  perdition.     Without  a  speedy 
remedy,  we  must  quickly  expect  to  see  a 
paper  price  and  a  money  price,  and  the 
evil  must  continue  to  increase  till  Bank 
notes  became  like  the  assignats  in  France. 
How  was  the  Bank  to  get  gold  ?  An   ho* 
nourable  Director  had  told  the  Hoose  that 
the  Bank  was  solvent.    Could  it  pay  the 
demands  upon  it  in  money  ?  No ;  be  ad- 
mitted it  could  not ;  but  it  could  pay  yoe 
in  other  paper.    This  was  not  to  pay  itt 
creditors,  but  only  to  contract  with  them 
a  debt  of  another  kind.    There  was  bet 
one  possible  remedy,  and  that  was  to  di- 
minish the  paper  circulation.    This  the 
immense    expenditure    of    the    country 
rendered    next  to  impossible ;    and   no 
remedy  seemed  at  all    lo  present  itself. 
The  remedy  proposed  did  not  appear  at  all 
calculated  to  make  things  better.    Sap. 
pose  the  landlord  to  take  the  circoitoea 
mode  of  proceeding  by  action  till  be  ob- 
tains judgment  and  the  sheriff  sells,  nay 
not  the  landlord  still  say  that  he  will  net 
take  less  than  the  actual  value,  while,  on 
the  other  band,  the  sheriff  says  that  be 
cannot  sell  for  more  than  to  the  amount  of 
the  Bank  paper  f  In  t|kis  way  moit  it  po| 
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Btill  go  to  tht  courts  to  determine  the 
question  of  right  f  We  coald  only  expect 
to  go  on  from  one  evil  to  another,  and  a 
greater.     Was  it  for   the   landholder  of 
linglandr  however,  to  be  made  the  scape 
goat  and  the   Tictim  to  this  destructive 
85'»tem,  which  could  only  he  propped  op 
for  a  season,  buucould  not  be  effectoally 
supported  ?  Gentlemen  opposite  seemed  to 
think  that  sufficient  unto  the  day  was  the 
evil    thereof.      The    right    hon.  gentle- 
man   seemed    even  to  hold  out  threats 
against  the  landed   proprietors.     He  did 
not  know  whether  gentlemen  were  dis- 
ported to  put  up  with  this.     He  was  satis- 
fied that  in  that  House  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman could  carry  any  measure  he  pro- 
posed ;  but  did  not  this  furnish  a  further 
proof  of  the  inadequate  representation  in 
that  House  r  Did  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
no  an  suppose  that  this  evil  would  stop 
short  of  the  fixing  a  maximum  of  price  ? 
He  was  satisfied  it  would  not.     It  might, 
indeed,  seem  to  be  equally  dangerous  to 
return  as  to  go  over ;  but  there  could  be 
too  doubt  that  the  path  in  which  we  now 
M'ere  must  lead  to  ruin.    It  roust  end  in 
destruction ;  he  did  not  say  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  people  of  the  country,  for  a 
brave  and  free  people   wer^  immortal; 
-  but  it  must  end  in  the  ruin  of  the  estab* 
iished  system. 

Mr.  Vretvey,  observing  that  there  were 
about  40  members  of  the  corporation  of 
the  Bank  of  England  who  had  seats  in  that 
House,  and  being  of  opinion  that  they 
were  not  fit  persons  to  legislate  on  the 
subject  of  the  present  Bill«  and  that  too  in 
the  absence  of  the  country  gentlemen, 
while  at  the  same  time  he  was  anxious  to 
put  on  record  a  comparison  of  the  nature 
of  the  interests  of  those  gentlemen,  and  of 
the  noble  lord  who  had  been  so  grossly 
calumniated  in  the  present  question,  gave 
notice  that  he  should,  previous  to  the  se- 
cond reading  of  the  Bill,  submit  to  the 
House  how  far  the  persons  alluded  to  were 
.  fit  and  proper  persons  to  be  allowed  to 
vote  on  such  an  occasion. 

Sir  C,  Burreil  most  perfectly  accorded 
in  the  view  taken  of  the  subject  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  He  con- 
sidered the  whole  honour  of  the  measure 
to  be  due  to  lord  Stanhope.  He  did  not 
wish  to  speak  disrespectfully  of  lord 
King;  but  when  his  lea.ses  expired,  he 
thought  that  noble  lord  would  find  some 
difficulty  in  getting  the  same  respectable 
tenants  again.  He  had  found  no  difficulty 
in  passing  bank^iiotca,  except  that  which 
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was  felt  from  the  want  of  small  change  ; 
and  if  he  had  to  receive  100,000/.  he 
should  be  happy  to  get  it  in  bank  of  Eng- 
land notes. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  did  not  inu 
tend  to  notice  the  whole  of  the  ar^fumcnta 
made  use  of  by  gentlemen  opposite,  but 
he  felt  it  necessary  to  explain  some  point! 
of  his  speech,  which  had  been  commented 
on  in  the  course  of  the  debate.  With 
respect  to  what  he  had  said  on  the  subject 
of  the  limitation  of  the  act  as  to  time,  he 
should  be  sorry  if  the  House  were  to 
separate  with  an  idea  that  he  wished  it  to 
be  understood  that  the  measure  was  whoHr 
to  terminate  on  the  24th  of  March,  rie 
had  pointed  to  the  manner  in  which  the  act 
was  framed,  to  shew  that  it  must  agaifl^ 
come  under  the  consideratioir  of  parlia* 
ment  early  in  the  next  session,  and  not  to 
insinuate  that  there  was  a  probability  that 
at  the  period  named,  all  necessity  for  such 
a  measure  would  be  at  an  end.  An  hon. 
gent,  had  asked  him  what  he  would  do 
with  respect  to  the  mode  of  enforcini?  th# 
Bill  ?  On  this  subject  he  had  to  observe, 
that  on  such  a  Bill  coming  from  the  Lords 
without  any  penal  clause,  it  by  no  means 
followed,  that  no  such  provision  was  to  be 
made,  as  a  clause  of  that  description  could 
not  originate  in  the  other  House.  It  was 
his  intention  to  propose  one  in  a  future 
stage  of  the  Bill.— He  then  proceeded  to 
vindicate  what  he  had  advanced  on  the 
subject  of  lord  King's  conduct,  and  de* 
fended  himself  from  the  charge  of  having 
thrown  any  unjust  aspersion  on  the  cha- 
racter of  that  noble  lord.  When  he  used 
the  expression  of  *'  pedlaring  and  smug- 
gling," he  had  merely  said,  *«that  he  did 
not  believe  that  in  any  case  but  in  transac- 
tions of  that  description,  any  person  could 
be  found  to  have  adopted  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding recommended  by  the  noble  lord." 
The  change  of  opinion  which  had  been 
spoken  of,  had  only  occurred  when  it  was 
found  that  there  was  a  large  party  dis- 
*  posed  to  encourage,  countehance,  and  pa- 
tronize such  conduct,  though  no  one  .had 
avowed  an  intention  of  following  it. 
When  that  was  found  to  be  the  case, 
the  measure  was  thought  to  be  necessary 
to  guard  against  interested  persons  taking 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  afforded  and 
encouraged  by  the  applause  bestowed  oa 
the  noble  lord. 

The  House  then  divided. 

For  the  first  reading 64 

i^gainst  it. «.I9 

Majority , «*4Ji 
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The  Chancellor  (if  ike  Exchequer  moTed 
that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  on 
Monday. 

Mr.  Tiemey  moyed  as  an  Ameadinenl, 
•*  That  the  House  be  called  oyer  on  Mon- 
day se'nnight. 

The  Chmcellar  rf  ike  Exchequer  thought 
the  motion  unneceBsary,  and  took  an  op« 
portunity  of  explaining  what  had  fallen 
iroin  him  early  in  the  evening  on  the  sub- 
ject of  making  bank  paper  a  legal  tender. 
He  had  said  if  the  present  measure  did 
not  succeed,  (and  it  might  not  if  a  com- 
bination were  formed  against  it)  the  same 
necessity  which  bad  imposed  this,  might 
drive  him  to  the  measure  of  which  he  had 
apoken.  He  hoped  this  would  prove  effec- 
tual* but  at  the  same  time,  if  it  did  not, 
justice  might  require  that  they  should  go 
further,  and  make  bank  paper  a  legal 
tender. 

Mr.  fVkkbread  said,  the  right  bon.  gent. 
in  objecting  to  the  motion,  feemed  to 
think  that  what  fell  from  a  person  of  his 
eminence  in  debate,  was  not  enough  to 
render  it  necessary  to  take  any  particular 
atept  and  justify  the  enforcing  of  the  pro- 
posed call  of  the  House.  He  could  how- 
ever recall  to  his  memory  one  instance  in 
which  Mr.  Pitt  had  taken  such  a  step  on 
such  an  occasion.  In  consequence  of  some 
opinion  expressed  by  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Pi  it 
thought  it  right  to  persuade  the  House  (o 
atop  in  their  proceedings,  and  cone  to  a 
decision  on  that  opinion  before  they  did 
any  thing  else.  What  was  the  origin  of 
the  present  Bill  ?  When  it  was  brought 
in  by  lord  Stanhope  it  was  thought  un- 
necessary, but  in  consequence  of  what  had 
come  OQt  in  debate,  ministers  had  changed 
their  opinion.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  now,  in  the  course  of  debate,  said 
that  on  the  subject  of  making  *Bank- paper 
'a  legal  .tender,  which  called  for  the  most 
serious  consideration,  and  therefore  he 
thought  the  House  ought  to  be  called  over. 

A  division  took  place,  when  the  num- 
bers were — For  the  Motion  20 ;  Against 
it  63 ;  Majority  43. 

Some  conversation  next  took  placCi  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Tierney,  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Committee  of  Secrecy,  to 
inquire  into  the  e^cts  of  the  Orders  in 
.Council  of  the  127th  of  February,  1797. 
After  a  short  discussion  the  House  again 
divided, 
;  For  the  Motion 17 

Against  it   62 

Majority  •*, 
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CiacuLATiMO  Medium.]    Earl  Sianhape 
said  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  bring  forward 
some  further  propositions  res^^ctin^  this 
important  subject.     What  be  had    pro- 
posed already,  what  their  lordships   bed 
done  in  consequence,  and  what,  he  trusted, 
the  House  of  Commons  would  do  before 
the  close  of  the  session,  was  by  no  means 
sufficient  for  the  attainment  of  the  object 
he  had  in  view.    This  would  be  foaod  9o^ 
The  Bill  which  he  had  proposed,  he.  from 
the  beginning,  had  expressed   bia  wish  to 
be  understood  se,  was  only  an  incipient, 
an  introductory  measure,  and  somethiog 
farther  was  essentially  necessary  to  follc»w 
upon  it.    In  efiFect,  if  he  might  be  allowed 
to  speak^figuratively,  what  he  had   pro- 
posed was  no  more  than  a  palliative  re- 
medy—-a  plaister  for  the  wound  ;  nay,  a 
plaister  merely   calculated  to  keep    the 
wasps  and  flies  from  the  wound  until  the 
next  session  of  parliament.     What  he  pro« 
posed  now,  was  a  number  of  propositions, 
which  he  wished  the  House  would  order 
to  be  printed,  in  order  that  they  might 
be  generally  known  and  considered,  not 
only  by  their  lordships  but  by  the  pablic 
at  large.     Tliis  he  meant  as  the  founda* 
tion  of  a  general  and  comprehensive  ays* 
tem,  for  securing  an  efficient  and  never* 
failing  circulating  medium  to  the  country, 
which  was  so  necessary  under  its  present 
circumstances,  when,  from  various  causes, 
it  was  impracticable  to  use  what   were 
technically  called  the  precious  metals,  as 
such.     Under  the  present  system,  it  would 
be  in  the  highest  degree  unjust  to  render 
the  ]^ank  notes  a  legal  tender.     He  meant 
generally,  as  individuals  might  easily  be 
placed  in  circumstances,  with  reference 
to  the  possibility  of  a  fictitious  or  forged 
note  being  passed  upon  him,  that  whether 
they  refused  or  accepted  the  tendered  note, 
they  might  be  equally   losers.      With  re* 
spect  to  the  public  creditors,  they  might 
safely  be  rendered  a  legal  tender,  hecaoas 
their  payments  coming  directly  frooi  the 
Bank,  there  was  no  fear  of  forgery.    Bst 
the  system  which  he  proposed  to  sobsti* 
tute,  and  which  it  would  be  found  ere  leog 
necessary  to  adopt,  or  something  like  it. 
was  such  as  would  do  away  all  apprehtn* 
sions  of  the  kind*    The  system,  as  recom- 
mended by  his  Resolutions,  was,  to  cos* 
stitute  branches  from  the  Bank  of  Bog* 
land,  in  thedifierent  couniies,  so  that  they 
might  pervade  the  whole^ihai  books  of 


flog] 


rapediwig  a  etraulof  iq;  Mediumi 


July  \2,  1811. 


[910 


credit  tbooM  b«  opened  at  rarious  certain 
places^  where  notes  to  anj  amoont,  or  for 
Terr  small  sums,  should  be  received  from 
individaals,  at  their  pleasure,  and  an  equi« 
▼alent  credit  given  to  them  in  the  Bank 
books  so  distributed*  for  the  money  lodged 
«^that  the  power  of  transfer  sfiould  be 
allowed  from  county  to  county,  or  from 
place  to  place.  This  was  a  system  which 
would  preclude  the  necessity  of  regarding 
gold,  siWer  or  e?en  copper,  as  the  fixed 
and  invariable  circulating  medium— a  sys* 
tern,  which  recent  and  long  continued  ex- 
perience had  proved  to  be  utterly  im- 
practicable, on  account  of  their  fluctuation 
in  price  and  occasional  scarcity.  It  would 
render  forgeries  impossible,  and  put  it  out 
of  the  power  of  invasions,  insurrections^or 
domestic  violence  from  producing  any 
fatal  or  dangerous  eliect.  In  this  view,  it 
was  proposed,  that  triplicates  should  he 
made  of  the  entries  of  credit ;  one  for  ac* 
count  of  the  individual  party ;  a  second 
for  the  general  Bank  in  London;  .and  a 
third  for  conservation  in  the  Tower. 
Under  such  a  system,  it  would  not  be  ne* 
cessary  to  limit  the  issues  of  the  Bank,  as 
suggested  by  his  friend,  a  noble  marquis 
then  absent,  to  their  present  amount.  They 
mightvbe  allowed  a  much  larger  circula- 
tion. All  this  proceeded  on  the  convic- 
tion of  their  solvency,  which  they  would 
be  afibrded  frequent  opportunities  of 
proving.  And  for  the  farther  satisfaction 
of  parliament  and  the  country,  the  go- 
vernment and  company  should  be  re- 
quired to  lay  before  both  Hoosesi  at  an 
early  period  in  each  session,  an  exact  ac- 
count of  the  numbers  in  circulation.  Under 
such  a  system,  a  plan  might  be  adopted  to 
prevent  forgeries  as  to  the  notes  themselves. 
A  practice,  which  the  present  wretched 
engravings  of  those  instruments  only 
tended  to  encourage :  and  which  the  di- 
rectors seemed  to  adopt  from  a  principle 
of  mistaken  economy.  The  noble  earl 
then  read  his  Resolutions  as  follow : 

1.  "That  an  internal  circulating  me- 
dium, which  shall  be  a  legal  measure  of 
the  relative  value  of  different  commodities 
and  things,  is  essential  for  transacting  the 
private  aflairs  of  individuals,  and  the 
public  concerns  of  the  state,  and  for  ena- 
bling debtors  to  make  to  each  of  their  re- 
spective creditors  a  legal  tender  in  satis- 
fiiction  of  his  or  her  just  demands,  without 
any  unjust  loss  to  any  debtor  on  that  ac- 
count. 

.2.  ''That  it  is  most  highly  expedient 
tlHit  sich  internal  airculat'*Bg^  medium  and 


legal  measure  of  the  relative  ralne  of  dtf« 
ferent  commodities  and  things,  be  so  con* 
trived  as  not  to  be  unsteady,  fluctuating, 
and  variable ;  but  to  be  fixed  and  invaria* 
ble,  so  far  as  the  nature  of  things  can  pos« 
sibly  admit. 

3.  "  That  two  or  more  circulating  me<« 
diums,  which,  -under  any  given  circum* 
stances  whatsoever,  can  vary  considerably 
in  their  relative  value  when  compared  to' 
each  other,  cannot,  under  such  given  cir« 
cumstances,  exist  together,  so  as  to  form 
together  a  fixed,  invariable,  and  proper 
circulating  [medium,  and  a  proper  legal 
measure  of  the  relative  value  ot  different 
commodities  and  things. 

4.  **  That  it  is,  therefore,  highly  expe- 
dient, that  whenever  (for  the  sake  of  more 
convenience)  difierent  internal  circulating 
mediums  shall  be  by  law  either  establish-' 
ed  or  allowed,  some  one  only  of  them  be 
made  the  permanent  legal  standard  mea« 
sore  of  the  relative  value  of  different  com** 
modities  and  things. 

5.  "  That  it  is  therefore  expedient  that 
such  permanent  legal  standard  measure  as 
aforesaid  be  so  contrived  as  to  be  divisible 
into  such  parts  as  may  bear  to  each  other 
any  reqoirable  proportion,  in  order  not 
only  that  all  round  sums,  but  likewise  thai 
all  fractional  sums  whatsoever,  may  bs 
paid  and  satisfied  by  means  thereof. 

6.  "  That  is  it  moreover  expedient  that 
such  permanent  legal  standard  measure^ 
and  circulating  medium  as  aforesaid,  be 
so  contrived  as  to  be  easily,  rapidly,  and 
safely  transferable,  without  expense,  from 
any  one  person  to  any  other  person,  and 
from  any  one  part  of  the  country  to  ano- 
ther, either  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
same  individual,  or  of  any  other  indivi. 
dual,  firee  from  any  depreciation,  defalca- 
tion, or  discount,  and  firee  from  any  loss 
by  forgery,  or  by  wear  and  tear,  ana  also 
free  from  any  danger  of  loss  that  might 
arise  from  housebreakers,  highway  rob* 
bers,  mobs,  insurrections,  or  even  from  fo- 
reign invasion  in  any  particular  district^ 
and  likewise  free  from  any  loss  that  might 
arise  from  the  accidental  or  intentional 
destruction  of  any  dwelling-house,  bank- 
ing-house, or  other  building,  by  fire  or 
otherwise ;  and,  moreover,  me  from  any 
loss  of  interest  on  any  quantity,  however 
considerable,  of  circulating  medium,  which* 
shall  or  may  hereafter  exist,  and  be  trans- 
ferable in  any  of  the  various  ways  above- 
mentioned,  and  (above  all  things)  free 
from  being  affected  by  the  course  of  all 
or  any  of  the  foreign  exchangesi  ^ 
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t.  "  That  neither  gold  nor  siUer  ever 
did  possess,  or  ever  can  possess,  the  va- 
rious important  and  requisite  qualities 
which  are  above  particularly  specified ; 
<and  that,  not  only  each  of  those  precious 
znetals  (technically  so  called),  but  likewise 
every  one  of  the  other  articles  of  mer- 
chandize, by  means  of  which  British  debts 
to  foreign  nations  can  be  discharged,  is 
(from  the  irremediable  fluctuability  of 
their  value,  arising  from  the  necessary 
fluctuability  of  the  courae  of  foreign  ex- 
changes) an  improper  and  an  unfit  legal 
standard  to  serve  as  a  fixed,  invariable, 
and  permanent  measure  of  the  relative  va- 
lue of  difierent  commodities  and  things 
vvithin  the  country  itself,  which  is  the 
grand  and  essential  end  and  object  of  an 
internal  circulating  medium,  whether  the 
•ame  be  imperiously  wanted  for  the  use 
of  individuals  within  this  realm,  in  order 
for  them  to  purchase  from  each  other, 
either  the  objects  of  luxury,  or  even  the 
necessaries  of  life,  or  whether  such  in- 
ternal circulating  medium  be  required  for 
the  indispensible  services  of  the  state. 

S.  "  That  the  want  of  gold  in  circula- 
tion, in  this  country  at  present,  prevent 
bankers  and  other  persons,  who  may  have 
large  payments  to  make,  from  making,  in 
any  such  case,  any  legal  tender  to  the 
amount  of  the  sum  of  money  so  due  and 
payable,  and 'in  discharge  thereof;  and 
that  the  same  is  a* grievance  of  such  an 
immense  magnitude,  that  it  requires  a 
wise,  speedy,  radical,  and  efficacious  re- 
inedy>  which  shall  completely  prevent  the 
possibility  of  this  nation  being  ever  again 
deprived  of  its  proper  inter^ial  circulating 
medium  either  from  the  circumstances  of^ 
the  balance  of  payments,  in  respect  to  fo- 
reign countries,  being  at  any  time  against 
us,  which  must  ever '  of  necessity  tend  to 
cause  our  gold  to  be  exported,  iu  order  to 
adjust  such  balance,  or  from  the  circum- 
stance of  any  temporary  alarm  which  may 
always  cause  our  gold  to  be  hoarded  ;  or 
from  any  other  circumstance  or  combina- 
tion of  circumstances;  and  that  parlia- 
ment should  take  into  its  most  serious  con- 
sideration this  important  subject,  and 
ahould  adopt  such  measures  as  shall  eilec- 
tually  prevent  the  return  of  so  intolerable 
an  evil. 

9.  "  That  it  would  be  an  act  of  the  most 
manifest  injustice,  and  an  act  likewise 
highly  impolitic  and  rash,  if  parliament 
were  to  make,  by  law,  either  bank  notes 
er  any  other  paper  circulating  medium,  a 
general  legal  tender,  ou  account  of  this 
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obvious  circumstance,  vis*  that  the  per&oo 
to  whom  such  a  lender  may  be  made, 
may  not  be  certain  that  such  note  or  other 
paper  circulating  medium,  is  not  forged. 

10.  *'  That  for  the  various  weighty  rea- 
sons aforesaid,  it  is  highly  expedient,  that 
a  permanent  mode  of  makmg  payments 
be  established,  by  means  of  which   mode, 
legal  tenders,  even  to  the  largest  amount, 
may  be  made,  without  gold,  as  gold  ought 
never  again  to  be  relied  upon  for  that  le- 
gal and  necessary  purpose,  on  account  of 
the  impossibility  of  procuring  gold   at  all 
times  in  sufficient  quantity  ;  and  by  aieans 
of  which  same  mode,  legal  tenders  for 
fractional  sums   may  be   made,   without 
either  silver  or  copper,  and  by  means  of 
which  same  mode  also,  legal  tenders  maj 
be  made  in  all  countries,  without  tender- 
ing in  payment  either  Bank  notes,  or  any 
other  kind  of  circulating  paper  whatever. 

11,"  That,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  pub- 
lic respecting  the  solvency  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  to  prevent  all  future  appre- 
hensions upon  that  important  subject,  it 
is  expedient,  that  the  governor  and  com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  England  be  by  law 
compelled  to  lay  before  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  in  the  first  week  of  every  ses- 
sion of  Parliament,  a  full,  clear,  luminous, 
and  satisfactory  account  of  the  state  of 
their  affairs,  and  that  a  maximum  be  al- 
ways fixed  by  law  with  respect  to  the  num- 
ber and  value  of  the  notes,  which  may  b« 
issued  by  the  said  governor  and  company, 
and  w4)ich  may  at  any  one  time  be  out  la 
circulation. 

12.  "That  it  is  expedient,  that  the  Bank 
of  England  shall  establish  various  branches 
throughout  the  whole  country,  and  in 
many  parts  of  the  metropolis,  and  shall 
cause  books  to  be  opened  in  each  of  those 
places;  and  that  persons  possessed  of 
Bank  notes  shall  be  entitled,  upon  depo- 
siting such  notes,  to  have  a  credit  in  the 
Bank  book  at  the  place  where  such  depo- 
sit is  made,  equal  to  the  value  in  pouaJs 
sterling,  which  is  specified  in  such  notes 
to  be  payable  to  the  bearer  on  demand  ; 
and  that  every  person,  having  such  credit 
so  entered  to  his  account  in  any  one  place 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  transfer 
the  whole  of  such  sum.  so  accredited,  or 
any  part  thereof,  either  to  his  own  account 
or  to  that  of  any  other  person  at  any  place 
where  any  such  book  is  opened. 

1 3.  "  That,  for  the  perfect  security  of 
all  persons  who  shall  at  any  time  become 
possessed  of  any  such  credit  as  aforesaid. 
It  is  expedient  that  triplicate  correspoad* 
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ing  entrifit  be  made,  the  firti  of  which 
•hall  be  on  the  Bank  book  at  such  place, 
the  second  of  which  shall  be  delivered  to 
the  person  who  shall  ha?e  brought  the 
Bank  notes  as  a  certificate  of  the  proper 
entry  having  been  made,  and  the  third  of 
which  shall  be  forthwith  transmitted  to 
the  original  Bank  of  England  in  London, 
in  order  to  be  by  them  filed  and  daily 
transmitted  to  the  Tower  of  London,  for 
•afe  custody,  after  such  last  mentioned 
Iriplicate  shall  have  been  daly  recorded 
in  the  books  at  the  Bank  of  England  it- 
self, and  that  every  transfer  be  made  in 
like  manner. 

14,  '*  That,  as  under  proper  regnlations 
in  detail,  such  book  entries  and  such  book 
transfers  cannot  ever  be  forged,  it  would 
be  highly  expedient  that  the  law  should 
authorise  legal  tenders  to  be  made,  by 
tenderiog  such  a  book  transfer  as  afore- 
said of  the  sum  due  in  such  form  and  man- 
ner as  shall  hereafter  be  prescribed  by 
law/' 

The  £»rl  of  Lauderdale  strongly  ob- 
jected to  their  lordships  adopting  any  pro- 
ceeding whatever,  in  the  present  instance, 
with  regard  to  the  propositions  of  hu  no- 
ble friend.  He  should  rather  think  what 
his  noble  friend  meant  was,  that  what  he 
now  said  should  be  regarded  as  a  species 
of  notice  of  his  intention  to  submit  such 
propositions  on  some  future  day,  than  as 
expressive  of  his  desire  to  obtain  a  vote  of 
the  House  on  topics  of  such  extent,  im- 
portance, and  magnitude,  without  any 
previous  notice  being  given,  in  the  pre- 
sent circumstances  of  the  session,  or  in  an 
attendance  so  extremely  thin  as  the  pre- 
sent. For  his  part,  he  could  not  agree  in 
acceding  to  any  propositions  which  in- 
volved the  sqpposition  of  the  insolvency 
of  the  Bank  of  England.  This  was  a 
consideration  which  be,  and  those  with 
whom  he  acted,  in  all  the  discussions 
which  bad  taken  place  on  the  subject,  had 
never  called  in  question,  however  they 
might  dtfler  in  sentiment  as  to  the  restric- 
tions upon  the  Bank.  Neither  could  he 
accede  to  any  proposition  for  the  legisla- 
lore  giving  its  sanction  to  a  principle 
which  miliuted  against  that  of  the  precious 
metals  being  the  preferable  circulating 
medium.  These  were  points  of  weighty 
importance,  not  to  be  lightly  agiuted,  and 
still  less  lightly  decided  upon.  What 
struck  him  as  the  most  advisable  way  of 
proceeding  at  present  was,  to  move  to  ad- 
journ the  debate  to  a  fotore  day,  he  should 
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Earl  Siaahope,  in  explanation,  depre* 
cated  the  idea  of  any  thing  being  adva^ed 
in  the  Resolutions  which  went  to  infer  a 
want  of  solvency  on  the  part  of  the  Bank  : 
on  the  contrary,  the  whole  of  his  proposed 
system  went  upon  the  principle  that  the 
Bank  was  amply  solvent,  and  the  effect  of 
what  he  proposed  would  be  to  augment 
and  establish  its  solidity  ;  and  the  more 
to  evince  that  such  was  his  conviction,  he 
was  ready  to  strike  out  those  words  from 
the  Resolution  which  possibly  gave  rise  to 
the  idea.  He  requested  his  noble  friend 
to  recollect  he  had  o&red  no  motion  upoa 
the  subject,  tending  to  imply  the  sanciioa 
of  the  House.  He  trusted,  that  when* 
ever  this  important  subject  should  come 
to  be  discussed,  it  would  be  considered 
more  in  the  spirit  of  a  deliberative  than  m 
debating  assembly.  As  to  the  proposed 
mode  he  had  no  objection ;  and  movedp 
accordingly,  that  the  Lords  be  summoned 
for  Tuesday  next.— The  debate  arising  on 
the  above  was  then  ordered  to  be  ad* 
joumed  till  Tuesday,  and  their  lordships 
to  be  summoned  for  that  day. 
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Monday,  July*  1 5^ 

Gold  Coin  and  Bank  Note  Bill.) 
The  order  of  the  day  having  been  read  for 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill, 

Mr.  Eden  said,  that  afterthe  many  able 
and  eloquent  speeches  which  had  been 
made  on  this  subject,  be  should  not  trouble 
the  House  at  any  considerable  length  ; 
but  he  felt  it  impossible  to  refrain  from 
expressing  his  repugnance  to  the  ten* 
dency  and  principles  of  the  measure  under 
consideration.  If  the  Bill  possessed  any 
merit,  it  was  in  being  totally  inadeaoate  to 
the  object  which  the  supporters  ot  it  had 
in  view,  namely,  to  sustain  a  paper  cur« 
rency  which  was  not  exchangeable  into 
any  thing  of  intrinsic  value.  If  parlia- 
ment consented  to  this  first  proposititm, 
they  must  proceed,  to  measures  of  a  still 
more  injurious  nature.  They  must  be  com* 
pelled  ultimately  to  adopt  the  maximum, 
and  to  make  Bank  of  England  notes  run 
the  full  career  of  French  assignats.  The 
eflect  of  that  clause  which  prevented  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  from  extending  to 
Ireland,  would  be  to  give  to  every  guinen 
in  Great  Britain  a  free  and  unincumbered 
passage  to  that  country.  He  warmly  de* 
fend^  the  conduct  of  the  noble  lord  oo 
whose  requisition  to  his  tenantry  the  pre- 
sent measure  afiected  to  be  founded    It 
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bad  been  asked,  whether  that  noble  lord  ^ 
fiiKWed  his  own  contracts  on  the  same 
terms  as  those  which  he  exacted  from 
others }  He  had  the  means  of  knowing 
that  be  did.  The  nobie  lord  had  that  very 
year  paid  1 ,200/.  in  Bank  notes,  as  the 
eqaiyalent  for  an  annuity  of  1,000/.  secured 
on  his  estates.  It  had  been  intimated 
that  obstacles  might  be  thrown  in  the  way 
of  those  who  sought  ib  courts  of  law  to  re- 
cover that  which  was  their  fair  right :  be 
could  not  believe  this.  It  was  the  business 
of  the  judges  to  administer  the  law  ;  and 
although  some  delays  might  be  occasion- 
ed, yet  judgment  must  be  given,  and  the 
lawful  money  of  the  realm  most  be  olti- 
tnately  paid  in  the  fulfilment  of  all  con- 
tracts to  that  eflFect  This  could  be  done 
only  in  two  ways,  either  by  the  tenant's 
buying  bullion  and  sending  it  to  the  mint  to 
tie  coined  into  guineas,  or  by  his  selling  his 
corn  for  guineas  only.  In  either  case«  two 
prices,  a  gold  price  "and  a  paper  price, 
^ould  be  produced,  and  thus  lord  King's 
object  would  be  gained.  (Hear,  hear!)  He 
was  not  pretending  to  enter  into  lord 
King's  motives,  he  was  only  shoeing  the 
inadequacv  of  the  Bill,  io  efiect  the  ob- 
jects for  which  it  was  fraiped.  He  repeat- 
ed the  eloquent  passage  m  Burke's  reflec- 
tions on  the  French  Revolution,  ''  that  oar 
paper  was  all  powei*fol  on  the'Royal  Ex- 
change, because  it  was  hnpoteht  in  West- 
minster-hall;"    and  Earnestly   entreated 
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Mr.   Herbert   commented    with 
warmth  upon  the  extraordinary  anspice 
under  which  the  present   Bill  liad  beei 
introduced,  to  the  House,  and  the  eqasll) 
as  extraordinary  manner  in  which  it  Ind 
been  at  first  resisted,  and  finally  suppond 
by  his  Majesty's  ministers  :  a  compulMrj 
law  to   support  public    credit,   was  ooe 
which  Was  enough  in  itself  to  excite  veiy 
general  alarm ;  the  fickle  conduct  of  hk 
Majesty's   government  in  first  opposiog, 
and  then  suddenly  giving*  all  their  aids 
forwarding  this  measure,  was  eoough  al- 
most to  excose  the  suspicions  which  bad 
by  some  persons  been  so  enwarraotsb/j 
indulged  in  respecting    all    public  mea 
The  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  £f- 
chequer  had  told  them,  that  if  that  BiO 
failed  in  doing  what  be  expected  it  wooU 
do,  that  it  would  then   be   necesssry  lo 
make  Bank  notes  )i  legal  tender.    Thoie, 
therefore,  who  did  not  expect  any  tb^  I 
from  Ukis  measure,  were  to  argue  it  with>  ' 
reference  to  that  Bill,  which  they  weif 
told  would  follow  after  it.     It  was  certtio* 
ly  but  just,  that  if  we  conapel  the  poblk 
creditor  to  take  that  paper,  we  osgfct  /^ 
protect  him  fromlhe  icms  arising  out  nX'^ 
depredation;  botitwas  neceseaiytosb^ 
that  this  Bill  co^ld  so  protect  the  pubkc 
creditor,  before  they  (^oufd  proW  tfait  ^ 
'was  necessary.    He  did  not  think  tbsM 
woeld  hare  any  such  efiect ;  bat  of  tip 
he  was  certain,  that  if  they  were  sincere  0 
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endeaTourinff  to  bring  the  circulation  of 
the  country  back  to  a  state  in  which  such 
an  obserration  could  be  made  wUh  truth. 
The  obvious  remedy,  he  thought,  was  to 
restrain  the  issues  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
to  prevent  the  too  frequent  recurrence  of 
mutual  accommodations  between  the  Bank 
and  the  government,  and  to  adopt  a  reso- 
lution evincing  the  sense  which  parlia- 
ment entertained  of  the  existing  evils,  and 
their  determination  to  compel  the  Bank  as 
speedily  as  possible  to  resume  cash  pay- 
ments. He  extolled  the  conduct  of  an 
hon.  and  lehrned  friend  of  bis,  then  absent 
(Mr.  Horner)  and  those  who  acted  with 
him,  for  the  manner  in  which  they  had 
originally  brought  the  subject  under  the 
consideration  of  the  public.  They  bad 
Ishown  the  evil  and  nad  pointed  out  the 
cure.  The  hon.  gent,  concluded  by  de- 
claring his  determination,  when  the  Bill 
should  be  in  the  Committee,  to  propose  a 
clause  by  which  the  Bank  should  ne  re- 
stricted from  issuing'a  larger  number  of 
notes  than  that  at  present  in  circulation. 


flrom  the  injustice   coraplained  of#  ^ 
tnigbt  remove  the  measure  chat  crtft^ 
that  injustice.    In  alluding  to  the  conds^ 
of  a  noble  lord  (King),  the  right  boo.  m 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  said  m 
certain    gentlemen,  who  had  origiDallf 
opposed  the  Restriction  act,  had  dooe  (jv 
because  they  apprehended  that  it  wooHi 
create  a  double  price,  and  yet  *^*'*-^ 
persons  approved  of  the  conduct  of  w'"^ 
King,  though  so  much  more  likely»  nP* 
nerally  instituted,  to  produce  that  eftej| 
To  this,  he  would  answer  that  lord  Mg* 
conduct  could  have  no  such  po«siW«  ^ 
dency,  and  that  with  respect  to  the  sppjj 
bensions  of  a  double  price  betnf  the  ^' 
mate  result  of  the  Restriction  act,  JWJ 
had  been  proved  by  the  event  to  W^ 
been  but  too  well  founded.    Tbe  i^w^ 
that  act  had  Terifted  all  the  P^^^ 
which  had  been  made  by  those  wbo^T 
posed  it.     There  was,  m  fact,  ajoow 
price,  though  it  could  not  be  P^^.fzi 
closively  from  the  habits  of  the  «»*''^ 
tailen  who  bousht  to  lell  again*  Sp  v^ 


WT3 


«»(rf  CMioPki  JMk  Mm  <«. 


Jiff.?  15,  1811. 


C»l» 


it  WM  Ml  trjriqg  the  i|imtiQii  furlv  to 
pul  tb^  case  they  had  so  often  heard  oi^ 
ibai  one  nan  would  f  et  aa  moch  io  a^p 
for  a  poand  note  aod  a  9hiUi«g«  m  mother 
would  fpr  hia  gvinea'     He  whci  waa  iia- 
mediately  afiecied  by  the  depreciation  of 
paper,  was  the  men  who  lived  on  an  io- 
come  ariffins  out  of  a  fixed  capital— end  in 
thia  point  of  view,  cowideriog  bow  nee^ 
enry  it  waa  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
public  to  the  Uroe  state  of  the  qqestioii,  \kt 
fhooght  the  conduct  of  lord  King  highly 
patriotic  and  laudable,  in  bringing  home 
the  qoeation  in  such  a  way  thai  it  mntt  b^ 
met,  that  it  could  not  any  longer  be  e?ad« 
ed.    Bat  what  effects  could  be  expected 
from  OTon  the  bold  measure  of  making 
paper  a  legal  tender*  « There  was,  he  con- 
tended, no  t^juatice  in  the  demand  of  lord 
Kin{^,  if  made  on  his  tenantry.    But  what 
would  this  do,  but  transfer  the  ii^ustice 
supposed  to  be  sufiered  bv  the  tenant,  in 
that  case,  really  to  the  landlord.    But  how 
could  aucb  a  law  be  made  efiectual }  Sup- 
pose such  a  law  in  force,  could  it  prevent 
a  landholder  from  saying-^there  is  my 
land,  give  me  SOO/.  in  gold  coin,  and  it  is 
yours ;   or  if  you  will  pay  me  in  paper,  I 
will  not  take  less  than  9Q0L    In  fact,  they 
might  as  well  expect,  by  the  mere  sound 
of  their  voice,  to  stop  the  descent  of  a  stone 
ialling  to  the  ground  by  its  own  gravity. 
If,  however,  it  could  not'  do  what  it  was 
intended  to  do,  it  would  still,  be  feared,  do 
more  than  enough— it  would  have  the  ef- 
fect of  defrauding  all  those  who  had  old 
leasee— old  mortsages  and  annuitants,  of 
f  great  portion  of  their  just  righu ;  they 
might  defraud  them,  but  still  they  could 
not   stop   depreciation^-they  could   not 
.  prevent  a  tradesman  from  saying,  you 
may  have  this  article  for  a  guinea,  but  if 
I  am  to  book  it,  I  will  enter  it  at  a  higher 
price.    There  had  been  a  great  displeasure 
evinced  by  aome,  at  instituting  any  com- 
parison between  Bank  paper  and  assignals; 
but  for  his  part,  as  far  as  related  to  the 
principle  of  the  question  before  them,  he 
saw  not  the  slightest  difference. 

Mr.  Coicraft  reprobated  the  comparison 
of  Bank  of  England  paper  with  French 
anigoals.  At  one  perictd  there  were  no 
lets  than  ISO  millions  sterling  of  assignats 
in  circulation  in  France.  The  whole  of 
the  Bank  of  England  notes  at  present  in 
circulation  in  this  country  did  not  exceed 
Awenty-three  millions.  What  just  com* 
psrison  could  therefore  be  made  between 
Iha  two  descriptions  of  paper?  This  lan- 
4paga  dmred  to  what.a  length  MitliMof 


99<Mr<ITejr«y  vould  carrs  ibe  heat  informed 
and  best  inteoMoned  individuals.  Honoqiw 
able  gentlemen  ought  to  recollects  ho^ 
ever,  that  representation!  of  the  natore  tp 
which  he  had  aUoded  were  inunedialeljr 
spread  tbrongh  the  oow^try,  and  aanst  no- 
cesaarily  produce  impressions  of  the  mo^t 
un&Yo4rable  nati^rej  both  with  respect  le 
the  present  time,  and  Io  fuVirity.  He 
spoke  OQ  tlM||  swl^ect  with  great  paiii,  bo- 
causo  he  diflftred  upon  it  so  materially 
from  those  bop.  friends  with  whom  he  ban 
ufually  the  satisfi^ction  of  acting*  He  had 
difiered  from  them  in  a  similar  manner  on 
the  Bnllicn  questiop.  But  he  confessed 
that  he  did  not  think  be  should  do  his 
di|ty  unless  lie  explained  the  reasons 
which  would  induce  him  to  give  the  de*^ 
ddfd  TOte,  which  it  was  bis  intention  to 
give  in  support  of  tbe  present  BiJK  When 
this  measure  wes  first  agitated,  it  appeared 
to  him  to  be  uncalled  for,  but  he  after- 
wards became  persuaded  of  its  absolute 
necessity.  He  really  was  not  aware  of 
the  strength  of  the  objections  aeainat  It. 
What  did  the  Bill  propose  to  do  ?  With 
respect  to  the  tenantry  of  the  country, 
only  that  which  no  individual  but  lord 
King  had  abstained  finm  doing,  or  had 
questioned  the  propriety  of  doin^p  since 
the  measure  of  1707.  It  waa  said  to  be 
unnecessary,  because  it  was  probaMe  that 
no  one  would  follow  the  noble  lorcTs  eJ[* 
ample.  This  might  be.  But  he  for  one 
would  rather  incur  the  charge  of  super- 
abundant cautkm  on  such  a  subject ;  he 
would  rather  pass  n  law  which  should 
never  require  to  be  put  in  force,  than  leave 
the  country  exposed  to  all  the  confusion 
and  oppression  which  must  ensue,  if  such 
a  mistaken  and  mischievous  example  were 
by  possibility  to  be  followed.  Again,  he 
would  ask,  what  was  the  Bill  to  do?  It  was 
to  declare  that  a  guinea  should  not  be 
taken  for  more  than  21,  and  a  pound  note 
for  less,  than  20  shillings.  Was  not  that 
the  case  at  present  ?  In  any  shop  were  not 
a  guinea,  and  a  pound  note,  with  a  shil- 
ling, equivalent?  If  bis  hon.  friends  wonkl 
forget  their  theoretical  opinions,  they 
would  be  aware  that  this  was  the  case. 
He  had  always  found  it  so.  He  had  aome* 
times  to  buy,  and  sometimes  to  sell ;  in 
the  former  instance,  he  alwaya  procured 
its  full  value  for  a  Bank  of  England  note ; 
and  in  the  latter  instance,  he  was  always 
glad  to  receive  a  pound  note  for  twenty 
shillings.  Some  hon.  gentlemen  stated 
the  depreciation  of  Bank  paper  to  be  15 
per  cent.;  others  18;  otbeta  HO.    This 
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Tery  uncertainty  shewed  the  non-exiitence 
of  the  thing  itself.    He  had  closely  at- 
tended to  their  arguments,  and  he  had 
never  found  that  they  assumed  a  tangible 
shape  ;  it  was  true  that  the  price  of  meat^ 
and  other  articles,  had  increased  ;    but 
vrhen  it  was  considered  that  there  was  an 
mnnual^re^nue  of  eighty  millions  raised  in 
the  country,  that  increase  of  price  could 
not  fairly  be  attributed  to  any  depreciation 
of  currency.    The  prevalence  of  luxury^ 
the  increase  of  population,  and  the  en» 
hanced  price  of  labour,  co-operated  with 
the  enormous  reyenue  in  producing  this 
effect ;  and  therefore,  although  money,  in 
any  bhape,  would  not  precure  so  much  of 
a  commodity  as  it  might  have  done  some 
years  ago,  yet  that  was  no  proof  whatever 
of  the  depreciation  of  paper.    The  depre- 
ciation, a^  it  was  termed,  was  by  some  at- 
tributed to  the  over- issue  of  paper  by  the 
Bank  of  £ngland.    This  was  a  most  extra- 
ordinary supposition.   The  amountof Bank 
notes  at  present  iu   circulation   was  25 
millions.     When  the   circulation  of  the 
country  was  composed  of  gold  and  paper, 
that  circulation  consisted  of  25  millions  of 
the  former,  and  10  millions  of  the  latter, 
making  in  the  whole  a  circulation  of  2(6 
millions.     How,  therefore,   could    it    be 
justly  contended  that  a  circulation  so  di- 
mipuhed   in  comparison  as  the  existing 
circulaiion  was  an  over  issue  ?  And  with 
respect  lo  the  comparison  of  Bank  of  Eng- 
land notes  with  the  French  assignats  of 
former  days»  did  hon.  gentlemen  recol- 
lect, that  if  a  Frenchman  held  too  many  of 
those  assignats,  he  did  not  know  what  to 
do  with  them,  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  whole  of  the  paper  issued  by  the  Bank 
of  England  reverted  to  the  Exchequer  four 
times  in  the  year?  'Ihe  French  assignats 
were  a  forced  circulation — they  were  is- 
•ued  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  re- 
venue.    Was  that  the  case  with  the  paper 
issued  by  the  Bank  of  England  ?  .The  Bank 
directors  did  not  force,  they  only  fed  the 
circulation.    They  never  issued  paper  but 
in  exchange  for  good  bills,  or  government 
security.     In  his  opinion,  the  Bank  had 
acted  most  correctly  and  judiciously  ;  but 
even  when  in  any  instance  the  issOes  had 
been  at  all  excessive,  the  e?il  corrected 
itaelf*    A  proof  of  this  occurred  during 
the  commercial  failures  of  last  year,  to  re- 
lieve which    the    Bank    increased   their 
issues  to  25  millions ;  but  in  the  course  of 
two  or  three  months,  namely,  from  De- 
cember to  February,  the  relief  being  af- 
iorde4  ilitittrned  to  its  regular  limil.  The 


iasnes  of  the  Bank  were  paid  for  bjr  tbose 
who  received  them.    The  Baok  did   not 
throw  their  paper  at  peoples  heads^  or  staff 
it  down  their  pockets.     Every  one   vrlio 
received  it  on  secority  paid  five  per  <?ent. 
for  the    accommodation:    and    no     man 
would  pay  five  per  cent,  for  that  vrhlch 
was  not  a  desirable  acquisition.      For  hit 
part,  he  should  be  as  happy  as  any  one  to 
see  the  country  ag^in  in  possession  of  a 
mixed  circulation  of  gold    and     paper* 
But,  when  he  recollected  that  in   ]797» 
the  legislature  thought  fit  to  enact  the  Bank 
Restriction  Bill — ^when  he  found  that  for  12 
years  after  that  enactment,  the  exchanges 
with  foreign  countries  were  in  favoor  of 
Great  Britain,  and  that  if  any  inconve* 
niences  were  felt  from  the  supposed   de- 
preciation of  paper,  they  were  at  leaat  not 
complained  of — when  he  observed  that  ii 
was  only  during  the  two  last  years^  in  cod- 
seooence  of  the  injury  which  oar   traidc 
sunered,  that  the  balance  of  payments 
with  foreign  countries,  and  ultimately  the 
exchanges  became  against  us— and  then, 
when  he  heard  gentlemen  dedarinf^  that 
bank   paper  was   depreciated  in    conse- 
quence of  the  restriction  on  cash   pay- 
ments at  the  Bank,  and  advising  that  thai 
restriction  should   be  immediately    abo* 
lished,  he  confessed  himself  wholly  at  a 
loss  to  conceive  the  grounds  on  which 
such  a  declaration  and  such  advice  were 
founded.     As  to  returning  at  the  present 
moinent  to  a  mixed  circulation  of  gold 
and   paper,  it  was  impossible*     It  would 
be  impossible  for  the  13ank  either  from  the 
stock  of  gold  which  they  might  already 
have  in  their  coffers,  or  from  that  which 
it  would  be  in  their  power  to  procure  from 
the  continent,  to  maintain  such  a  circular 
tion.     It  was  said,  that'  there  was  plenty 
of  Koid  in  Europe—but  as  this  country  had 
no  free  commercial  intercourse  with  the 
continent  of  Europe,  how  was  that  gold  to 
be  procured  >    What  could   be  given  for 
it?    We  could  not  buy  gold  with  gold — 
that  would  be  useless.     We  could  not  buy 
gold  with  notes,  for  notes  were  for  do- 
mestic circulation -alone.     The  principal 
articles  of  trade  in  which   ibis  couniry 
dealt  were  cloth,  coiFee,  and  sugar.    But 
whither  could  we  send  these  articles  ?  To 
what  port  on  the  continent  could  they  be 
assigned  I    Every  body  knew  the  difficul- 
ties under  which  our  trade  lak)oured,  and 
the  impossibility   of  consigning  to   the 
continent  such  a  quantity  of  goods  of  Bri- 
tish manufoctnre,  or  of  articles  of  British 
proda€e#  at  would  procure  ia  retora  a  largo 
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qnantitir  of  gold.-    Htd  not  an  hon.  Iriend 
of  his  (Mr.  A.  Baring)  who  was  well  rers- 
€d  in  these  4nalters«  said  that,  if  he  were 
required  to  procure  from  the  continent  ten 
ihonsand  pounds  worth  of  gold,  he  should 
not  know  how  to  set  about  it  ?   What  was 
to  be  done  ?    Why,  the  country  must  con- 
tinae  to  be  content  with  that  species  of 
circulatton  with  which  it  had  already  been 
content  for  1 4  years,  and  by  the  aid  of 
which  its  internal  prosperity,  at  least,  had 
baen  promoted  in  an  unexampled  degree. 
It  was  on  this  principle,  and  with  this 
feeling  that  the  bullion  diicussion  termi- 
nated.   But  a  new  question  had  arisen.  A 
noble  lord  (of  whom  he  by  no  means  in- 
tended to  speak  disrespectfully)  had  de- 
clared that  he  must  have  gold  from  his 
tenants  in  payment  of  their  rents;  and 
this   he  had  declared  at  a  period  when 
there  was  no  gold  in  the  country,  and  when 
for  fourteen  years  all  the  internal  transac- 
tions  of  the  country  had  been  satttifacto- 
lily  carried  on  by  a  paper  currency  !  The 
noble  lord's  leases  bad  been  granted  since 
the  passing  of  the  Bank  restriction  bill. 
He  would  ask  any  man  who  heard  him, 
and  who  had  granted  a  lease  since  the 
enactment  of  that  measure,  whether  he  had 
ever  expected  the  rent  under  such  a  lease 
to  be  paid  in  any  thing  but  paper?  Certainly 
not.  But  what  was  to  be  done?  W  hy,  the  te- 
nantry-of  the  country  must  be  protected. 
They  must  be  defended  from  the  liability 
of  having  their  goods  taken  out  of  their 
houses   because  they  did  not  pay  that 
which  they  could  not  get  to  pay  with. 
And  were  landlords  to  be  allowed  to  dis- 
train for  rent  if  their  tenants  did  not  pay 
in  gold,  what  would  they  procure  by  such 
distraining  but  paper?     In  this  state  of 
things,  it  was  the  duty  of  parliament  to  pro- 
tect those  who  demanded,  and  who  deserved 
their  protection.    He  was  persuaded,  that 
he  never  should  regret  the  vote  which  it 
was  his  intention  to  give  on  the  present 
occasion.     He  was  never  more  satisfied 
with  any  vote  which  he  had  given  in  his 
life,  than  with  that  which  he  nad  felt-  it 
bis  doty  to  give  on  the  bullion  qoestion, 
although  in  that,  as  in  tbe  present  instance, 
bis  sentiments  vvere  in  direct  opposition  to 
those,  of  many  of  his  hon.  friends.     He 
begged  those  hon.  friends  to  consider  what 
might  be  the  effect  of  leaving  the  whote 
tenantry  of  Great  Britain  in  the  state  of 
uncertainty  in  wh<rh  they  at  present  stood. 
Even   suppose  a  landlord  could   extract 

Suineas  from  bis  tenam,  what  would   he 
0  with  them }  be  most  jsitber  melt  them 
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or  export  them.  He  most  send  them  either 
to  the  crucible  or  to  the  coast.  The  House 
had  heard,  indeed,  that  the  Irish  market 
would  be  open.  That  might  be.  But 
even  in  that  case  he  did  not  think  that  aa 
English  gentleman  would  be  well  em<« 
ployed  in  extracting  gold  from  his  tenants 
at  a  loss  to  them  of  20  or  25  per  cent,  in 
order  to  send  it  over  to  Ireland,  from 
whence  it  might  return  to  serve  as  a  fresh 
means  of  oppression  to  fresh  landlords. 
With  respect  to  the  noble  lord,  in  whose 
intimation  to  his  tenantry  this  measure 
originated,  he  could  not  bur  consider  thai 
the  intimation  must  have  proceeded  from 
the  pride  of  authorship.  The  noble  lord 
had  formerly  written  a  great  deal  on  the 
probable  depreciation  of  paper.  After 
five  or  six  years,  finding  that  things  went 
on  as  smoothly  as  ever,  he  had  probably 
exclaimed,  "  How  unfortunate  that  I  can- 
not  get  a  practical  iUu»tratjon  of  the  depre* 
riation  of  these  abominable  Bank  notes? 
I  will  even  risk  an  example  myself;  not 
for  the  sake  of  what  I  may  gain  by  it,  but 
to  establish  my  credit  as  a  tvriter.''  He 
had  no  doubt  of  the  many  excellent  qua- 
lities  which  lord  King  possessed  ;  but  he 
was  persuaded,  that  in  tbe  present  instance 
be  bad  forgotten  the  noble  lord  in  the 
author. 

Mr.  Brougham,  adverting  to  the  recom- 
mendation by  his  hon.  mend  who  had 
just  spoken,  to  other  hon.  gentlemen  to 
forget  their  theories,  and  to  consider  the 
subject  singly  and  practically,  lamented 
that  his  hon.  friend  had  not  followed  up 
his  own  principle,  and  had  not  applied  his 
excellent  understanding  soltly  to  the  Bill 
before  the  House.  Instead  of  that,  his 
hon.  friend  had  indulged  in  details  on  the 
general  subject;  a  subject  out  of  which 
the  present  measure  arose,  as  the  presumed 
necessity  for  it  was  unquestionably  occa- 
sioned by  the  rejection  of  the  Resolationt 
of  the  Bullion  Committee,  but  which,  in 
any  other  point  of  view,  was  not  only  on*' 
connected  with  the  consideration  of  the 
present  Bill,  but  in  some  degree  foreign  to 
it.  His  hon.  friend  had  furnished  answers 
to  his  own  arguments.  For  instance,  he 
had  told  the  House  (and  the  whole  of  his 
speech  was  erected  on  that  foundation) 
that  Bank  notes  were  not  depreciated ; 
for  that  guineas  and  notes  had  equal 
power  in  the  procuring  of  the  various  com* 
modtties  of  life ;  and  he  then  urged  the 
necessity  of  parliament's  doing  that  by 
the  present  Bill,  whieh,  if  his  premises 
were  trae,  was  afaready  done  le  their  hands,! 
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^rJbi  what  he  ahould  ^  bInuMlf  ib%  hon^or 
^  submiftliog  to  the  House,  it  wm  hit  kv? 
tentioa  to  restrain  himself  to  the  specific 
meesure  before  then*  and  to  coqfine  bis 
obsenaftient  to  that  novel  and  portentoi^ 
Attempt  at  legislation,  by  which  it  was  en- 
^avoared  to  introdace  ideas  (for  he  could 
not  call  ^hem  principles) ;  that  bad  never 
lliafope  been  thoeght  of  in  parliement, 
ideas  more  wild  and  cbimirical  than  any 
yfiik  which   the  maddest  viMonaries  of 
France,  amidst  all  their  extravagant  and 
impracticable  speculations,  bad  tormented 
that  enhappy  country.    The  present  was 
%  Bill  to  legalise  injustice ;  to  enable  one 
ef  the  paries  in  a  contract  to  escape  the 
obligation  into  which  he  had  entered,  and 
to  defraud  the  other  party.    He  availed 
himself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  of  en- 
tering his  feeble  protest  against  such  a 
measure.     He  opposed   its  principle,  a 
principle  so  radically  bad,  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  any  change  which  might  take 
place  in  the  Committee  (unless,  indeed, 
that  change  were  to  go  to  the  omission  <^ 
the  whole  Bill,  for  the  purpose  of  sobsti- 
ttttiag  something  of  a  nature  directly  op- 
posite), to  render  the  Bill  in  any  degree 
Iplerahle,    With  respect  to  the  origin  of 
the  measure,  be  had  nothing  to  do  with 
that.    He  did  not  believe  it  to  have  been 
wch  as  the  House  had  heard  that  it  was. 
He  believed  it  was  a  mere  pretence  to  say 
that  this  Bill  was  occasioned   by  lord 
King's  intimation  to  his  tenantry.    Let 
the  Honae  recollect  the  history  of  the  Bill. 
Let  them  recollect  that,  although  intro- 
duced on  the  affected  ground  to  which  he 
bad  alluded,  it  originally  possessed  no  pro- 
vision applicable  to  the  case  which  it  pro- 
fessed to  meet,  but  was  distinctly  directed 
against  that  deficiency  iu  the  law  (a  de- 
ficiency which    he  trusted   would  long 
exist),  that  occasioned  the  acquittal  of  ^ 
Yongeand  Wright;  it  was  calculated  jto 
force  the  circulation  of  paper,  and  to  make 
that  law  which  the  Judges  of  £ngland  in 
the  cases  that  he  had  just  mentione<),  had 
declared  was  not  law  already.    Subse- 
quently and  incidentally  came  that  clause, 
the  provision  against  the  distraining  for 
rent,  by  which  it  was  attempted  to  defeat 
the  just  object  of  lord  King  and  of  those 
who  might  be  induced  to  imitate  him. 
His  first  objection  to  the  Bill  was,  that  it 
avould  beJneffisctoal  in  securing  the  object, 
which  the  supporters  of  it  pretended  to 
have  in  view.    It  would  be  strong  only  in , 
mischief.    It  woald  interfete  wiuk  private  j 
intracis;  anditwosddepaUie.a>ffaiid»-i 
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lent  de)>tef  to  be  aa|i4Bt  te^  Im  cfeditoi. 
Am  bad  already  been  «»i4  ky  an  hoo. 
friend  el  bis>  any  pereon  vulio  wishod  to 
make  a  |i^o&t  by  the  sale  of  goiDeaa  might 
do  «o»  with  as  much  iacUity  if  tiie  Bill 
paifsed  as  he  could  at  preeent;  fos  all  lit 
would  have  to  do  would  be  to  export  tboe 

guinees  to  Ireland,  then   to  sell  them  fer 
ill|»  for  which  be  woaid  afterwerds  re- 
ceive their  specified  value.     And  eves  if 
the  clause  were  omitted  by  vvbicb  the  ci* 
tension  of  the  provisiona  of  the  Bill  to  Ire- 
land was  prevented,  still  thnBill  would  be 
inefficient.    For  what   would   it   do,  bat 
take  from  lord  King,  or  aiiy  other  landlord 
who  might  be  disposed   to  follow  bis  a- 
ample,  merely  one  of  the  meaiis  whidi  bi 
bad  in  his  power  to  secure  himself  fron 
fraud  ?   As  to  the  noble  lord  in  (que«tiflB» 
bis  character  had  nothing  to  do  with  tht 
question ;  but  be  would  not  absuin  froa 
expressing,  not  in  that  noble  lord's  pre- 
sence, but  in  the  face  of  those  by  wb«n 
be  was  censured,  his  hieh  admiratioo  of 
his  lordship's  talents  and  qualities.    BiS 
this  feeling  had  not  any  thing  to  do  wttk 
the  discussion  of  the  subject,  and  hyiagH 
wholly  aside,  therefore,  be  should  pro* 
ceed  to  the  discussion  without  wf^ 
Ualiiy  of  that  nature.    He  repeated  whit 
would  the  clause  of  the  Bill  before  tbe 
House  do  but  simply  prevent  a  Jaodioid 
from  distraining  for  rent,  abould  his  teoas^ 
refuse  to  pay  him,  according  to  his  ooe- 
tract,  ''  in  the  good  and  lawful  money  o* 
the  realm  ?"    Every  other  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding was  left  to   the    landlord.    He 
might  still,  on  the  non-payment  of  hs 
rent  for  half  a  year,  in  conformity  to  w 
terms  of  his  lease,  eject  his  tenant;  b* 
must  subsequently  obtain  judgment;  bs 
would  then  recover  the  lease  which  be 
bad  granted ;  and  would  not  that  be  i 
sufficient  power  in  his  hands  ?  Would  ^ 
that  make  it  compulsory  on  tbe  tenant  |^ 
pay  in  the  .fair  and  just  manner  *^^'^^ '^ 
landlord   might   prescribe  ?    And  vbv 
would   be  tbe  case  with  other  debtonr 
They  would  be  m  the  same  situsiiop  ^ 
tenants*  and  yet  the  Bill  did  not  propose 
to  relieve  them.    It  did  not  propoj^  ^ 
relieve  the  trader  who  had  borrowed  tbe 
funds  by  which  his  commercial  specsl^ 
tions  were  sustained.    It  did  no^  P'^f^ 
to    relieve    the    annuitant,    tbe  wido*' 
the  orphan:  in  fact,,]t  couU  not  reliefs 
any  of  these.    When  a.creditor.  procsefl' 
ing  at  law,  in  the  event  of  his  ^^^Z 
fusing  to  pay  in  the  lawful  mooPJ[^^'J^ 
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e^«nttttifly  io,  %e  fiad  it  kk  bis  p<yirer,  twl 
would  have  4t  in  hit  power,  to  arrest  Ihat 
debtor,  uttleis  he  piid  either  in  gold  or  in 
notes  estimated  at  «  rate  which  would 
irendcr  them  equivalent  to  gold.     It  was 
true  that  yagae  insinuations,  insinuations 
which  he  trusted  were  wholly  without 
foundation— had  been' uttered  that  there 
were  certain  persons  holding  high  situa- 
tions in  the  country,  who  hinted  at  the 
practicability  of  delaying  legal  proceed- 
ings, who  spoke  of  the  possibility  of  mal- 
practices in  our  counts  of  justice,  and  who 
even  went  so  for  as  to  say,  that  when  all 
the  chicanery  and  quirks  of  the  courts  of 
common  law  were  exhausted,  a  court  of 
equity  might  step  in  and  interpose  its  au- 
thority to  the  due  execution  of  justice. 
Such  a  libel  on  the  high  individuals  to 
whom  he  alluded,  so  flagrant  a  supposition, 
or  one  so  hurtful  to  the  feelings  of  any 
man  who  felt  pride  in  calling  himself  an 
Englishman,  could  in  vain  be  searched  for 
but  in  the  most  corrupt  time  of  the  British 
history,    if  a  debtor  was  to  be  thus  re- 
lieved, if  such  an  infraction  of  private 
faith  was  to  be  carried  into  eflwct,  in  God's 
name  let  H  be  done  at  once  by  an  act  of 
the  leffislature.     Badly  as  he  thought  of 
the  Bill  before  the  House,  much  as  he 
should  dofdore  the  enactment  of  a  law  by 
which  injustice  would  be  legalized,  he 
should  still  more  deplore,  if  it  were  pos- 
sible   that   such    a   circumstance  could 
occur,  any  attempt  made  by  a  Judge  to 
violate  the  law,  and  to  assist  in  cement- 
ing thM  unnatural  union  which  bad  so 
long  existed  between  the  Treasury  and 
Threadneedle^street.    The  idea  made  him 
,  shudder;    and  be  fervently  hoped  that 
no  set  of  men  in  this  country  would  ever 
have  such  a  "consolation/'  as  it  had 
been  termed.    He  was  convinced  that  the 
exalted  characters  to  whom  he  alluded  had 
been  shamefully  traduced  in  the  very  sup* 
position  that  it  was  possible  they  could  so 
comfort  themselves.    If  they  had  been  so 
disposed  to  truckle  to  the  base  association 
that  he  had  described,  the  country  would 
not  be  now  exulting  in   that  decision, 
which  had  pronounced  De   Yonge  and 
Wright  innocent    Let  not  the  franrers  or 
SQpp6rters  of  the  bill  trust  to  Westminster 
Hairibr  extrication  from  their  difficulties. 
Let  them  not  trust  to  couru  of  hw,  or  to 
courts  of  equity.    The  former  would  not, 
the  latter  dare  not  assist  them.    They 
must  have  recourse  to  some  other  mode  of 
proce^ing;    and  what   proceeding  re- 
iftsbidd  to  tfaem>  fcut  to  mike  Bank  notes 
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%  legal  lender,  he'  knew  not.   By  havinc 
recourse  to  this  expedient,  they  would 
enable  every  man  who  had  entered  into  a 
contract  to  get  off  by  doing  something 
very  different  from  that  which  he  had  en« 
gaged  to  do,  namely,  by  paying  in  paper 
the  sum  which  he  had  engaged  to  pay  ia 
gold,  all  debtors  would  so  get  off.    Among 
others,  the  public  creditor,  who  receit ing 
from  the  Treasury  a  certain  sum  in  paper 
as  the  payment  of  his  loan  to  government^ 
would  no  lonffer  be  liable  to  pay  his  ere* 
ditor  in  gold,  but  would  be  enabled  to 
visit  on  his  creditor  the  injustice  which  ho 
had  experienced  in  his  own  person.    BT 
he  poBMssed  6,000f.  in  the  5  per  cents  (the 
case  supposed  by  his  hon.  friend)  and 
rented  a  house  at  300/.  a  year,  he  might 
certainly  receive  300/.  from  government 
with  one  hami,  and  pay  to  his  landlord 
with  the  other.    But  suppose  his  lease 
were  expired,  or  suppose  be  had  any  fresh 
bargain  to  conclude,  did  his  hon.  friend 
suppose  that  this  public  creditor  would  be 
placed  in  a  better  sitnation  by  bank  notea 
having  been  made  a  leeal  tender }    The 
morning  after  they  had  been  so  made  a 
legal  tender,  would  not  the  butcher  and 
the  baker  raise  their  prices  upon  htm? 
Would  not  his  landlord,  if  his  lease  were 
expired,  raise  his  rent?    Would  not  all 
these  people  reply  to  his  remonstrancesy 
"  No,  no,  you  are  protected  by  act  of 
parliament;  you  may  pay  us  in  Bank  notes 
at  a  depreciated  value,  and  it  is  compel* 
sory  on  us  to  receive  them ;    yon  must 
give  us  an  higher  price  than  when  we  had 
an  option  on  the  suliject  ?"    Would  not 
this  be  the  language  held  to  the  unfortis* 
nate  public  creditor?     How,  therefoie, 
would  he  be  protected?    Individuals  who 
were  employed  in  industrious  occupations 
miffht  thus  relieve  themselves  from  the 
evil  of  the  measure,  which  would  press 
with  accumulated  weight  on  those  who 
had  not  the  means  of  exertion— on  the 
small  annuitant— on   the  aged«-iOn  the 
widow — on  the  orphan.     These  having 
received  their  pittances  in  a  depreciated 
currency,  must  be  compelled  to  purchase 
articles  raised  in  price  in  proportion  to  that 
depreciation.    The  present  Bill  as  It  stood 
could  by  possibility  only  aflect  put  con- 
tracu.    A  clause  should  thereme  be  in- 
troduced to  render  it  applicajble  to  future 
contracts.    IRiere  were  great  precedents 
for  such  a  proceeding.    There  was  the 
law  of  usury,  and  there  was  the  example 
of  France.    Neverthelea  it  would  be  ose« 
lesa.  Ant  what  would  be  the  conaeqeence  7 
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No  contricts  would  be  entered  into.  No 
leases  would  be  granted.  Parliament  must 
then  go  one  step  further.  It  would  be  the 
last  step ;  but  it  would  b,e  so  like  the 
former  steps,  that  they  would  probably 
feel  no  difficulty  in  taking  it.  They  must 
enact  the  law  of  the  maximum.  By  that 
alone  could  they  eifect  the  object  which 
they  had  in  view.  Whether  any  minister 
would  be  found  bold  enough  to  assert  or 
any  man  blind  enough  to  believe,  that  by 
a  maximum  Great  Britain,  more  than  any 
other  nation  that  had  adopted  such  a  mea* 
sure,  could  escape  famine  and  confusion ; 
famine  which  no  bounty  of  Providence 
could  relieve,  and  confusion  which  no 
accumulation  of  armies  coiild  subdue.-* 
Whether,  he  repeated,  any  man  would  be 
boJd  and  blind  enough  to  recommend  a 
proccfsding  which  must  necessarily  be 
followed  by  such  direful  consequences,  he 
should  be  better  able  to  say  with  certainty, 
when  he  should  hear  some  one  of  the 
defenders  of  the  Bill  argue  in  its  support/ 
If  any  such  atten^t  were  really  to  ;be 
made,  he  trusted  that  the  immediate,  and 
the  signal  ruin  of  the  author  of  it,  would 
prevent  the  not  less  certain  and  utter, 
though  perhaps  the  less  immediate  ruin 
of  the  landlord.  Twenty- two  years  from 
that  very  day  •  had  commenced  those 
events  in  a  neighbouring  country,  which 
in  their  consequences  had  proved  so  fatal 
to  liberty.  Those  events  had  commenced 
with  an  insidious  and  pretended  solicitude 
for  the  tenantry  of  that  unhappy  country. 
War  had  been  declared  against  the  palace, 
and  peace  promised  to  the  cottage.  The 
palace  had  indeed  been  razed,  but  into  the 
Gottafie  had  been  introduced,  not  peace, 
but  the  scourge  of  military  conscription. 
If  any  thing  could  awaken,  on  the  anniver- 
sary o(  such  an  event,  the  feelings  of 
horror  and  detestation  which  the  lapse  of 
time  had  nearly  lulled  to  sleep,  it  would 
be  the  no  less  insidious,  and  the  no  less 
pretended  solicitude  for  the  lower  orders, 
which  was  manifested  on  the  present  occa- 
sion. He  besought  the  House  to  consider 
whether, .in  the  history  of  that  dreadful 
revolution  to  which  he  had  alluded,  there 
was  one  enormity  in  the  black  catalogue 
of  crimes  so  revolting  to  Euglish  justice 
and  English  feeling,  as  the  disregard  of 
the  rights  of  private  property,  the  inter- 
ference with  tiie  contracts  ot  individuals, 
the  establishment  of  a  compulsory  cur- 
rency, and  the  denunciations  of  vengeance 
against  those  who  refased  to  accept  it?  It 
was  such  procaediogs  as  these  that  excited 


horror  and  deteatation  in  all  good  minds; 
and  yet  it  was  such  proceedings  as  theie 
that  a  commercial  country    like   GreK 
Britain  was  called  upon   to   imitate !   Hi 
said  a  commercial  country^  not  becaose  be 
thought  that  if  Great  Britain  were  not  a 
commercial    country,     the    example  of 
France  would  be  less  inapplicable  to  her; 
but  because  if,  even  in  France,  the  eviliof 
interference  with  private  property  were  » 
sensibly   felt,    how  infinitely    more  in- 
tolerable would  they  be,  and  how  mod 
more  ought  we  to  dread  the  introductioa 
of  any  semblance  of  that  interference  ii 
this  great  manufacturing  and  mercsnlile 
country,  the  resources  of  which  depeodd 
so  vitally  upon  the  preservation  of  good 
faith  between  man  and  man  ?  *'  But,"  aid 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  in  s 
triumphant  tone,  "  what  then  is  the  ^^ 
medy  which  you  propose  for  the  existing 
evils?"  In  the  first  place,  he  mustproteK 
against  such  a  question.     If  a  public  mea- 
sure were  proposed  for  his  adoption,  and 
in  the  due  exercise  of  his  jodgmeotlie 
should  be  persuaded  that  it  would  be  fatal 
to  the  public,  would  it  be  necessary  ibtf 
he  should    hold   his  peace,  and  abstain 
from  expressing   his  opinion  of  socb  a 
measure  until  he  had  something  to  pro- 
pose as  a  substitute  ?  If  he  saw  poison  of> 
fered  to  an  invalid  under  the  name  of  i 
cure,  was  he  not  to  interfere  and  proclaia 
the    deleterious  quality    of    the  afiecied 
remedy,  because   he  happened  to  bare 
no  beneficial  drugs  of  hia  own  to  admioit 
ter?  He  did  not  feel  himself  called  opoo 
to  declare  what  in    his    opinion  voald 
be   the    best  course   lo    pursue ;  st  thi 
same  time  he  had  no  objection  to  do  s>< 
He  had  no   hesitation   in  describing  tiia 
substitute    which   be  would  rectanmeod 
for  the  proposed  measure.     This  substi- 
tute was  neither  more  nor  less  tbsn  ^ 
place  the  country  precisely  in  the  atstt 
which  it  was  the  object  of  the  Bill  to 
prevent.     He  meant  to  induce  the  eiti* 
blishment  of  two  prices  for  commodiuo; 
a  money  price  and  a  paper  price ;  tbe  rs* 
lation  of  which  should  not  be  fixtd  by 
law  (God  forbid  that  it  should  be  to\) 
but  should  rary,  in  conformity  to  circoa' 
stances;  rising,  or  falling,  in  proportioi^ 
to  the  comparative  scarcity  of  ^^.^^ 
article,  and  abundance  of  the  other.  Tbtft 
this  proportion  nothing  could  be  too^ 
simple,  nothing  more  ettectual.    ^t  woo|0 
render  all  pecuniary  transactions  so  clssr 
and  intelligible,  that  any  one  who  cosw 
counl  two  and  two,  would  be  e^l^ 
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comprehend  tbem ;  aod  to'etlimatc  the  iair 
prbportion  between  the  two  descriptions 
of  payment.    Jt  would  be  in  Tain  for  him 
to  run  over  all  the  adTantaffes  which  the 
adoption  of  snch  a  proceeding  would  af» 
lord.     But,  in  the  first  place  it  would  be 
•aid,  that  this  double  price  was  the  veiv 
evil  which  ihe  measure  of  1797  was  cal- 
culated and  intended  to  avert.    True,  and 
he   was  ready  to  admit  that  before  the 
currency  of  the  country  was  diseased  to 
its  present  state,  such  an  occurrence  might 
fairly  hare  been  termed  a  disease*    But 
under  the  present  circumstances,  and  now 
that  the  Bank  restriction  had  passed,  it 
would  be  the  only  effectual  remedy,  how- 
ever the  necessity  of  applying  a  remedy 
so  powerful  might  be  lamented.    In  the 
first  place,  were  such  a  state  of  things 
established  there  would  be  no  diflScuIty  in 
procuring  gold.    He  did  not  mean  to  dis- 
turb the  repose  of  any  of  the  Resolutions 
to  which  the  House  had  been  persuaded  to 
come  on  the  Report  of  the  Bullion  Commit- 
tee; that  subject  bad  been  "  set  at  rest,''  as 
the  rt^ht  hon.  gentleman  opposite- called 
it.     It  a  guinea  could  be  exchanged  for 
its  real  value  in  paper,  namely,  26  or  27«» 
the  consequence  would  be,  that  as  often 
as  guineas  were  wanted  they  would  be 
bad.    it  would  not  be  necessary  that  a 
man  should  go  about  with  notes  in  one 
pocket  and  guineas  in  another.     For  many 
purposes  notes  would  have  the  preference 
to  guineas;  but  what  he  intended  to  say 
was,  that  were  two  prices  established,  if  it 
were  at  any  time  necessary  to  have  gui* 
neas,  they  might  be  obtained  as  easily  as 
they  had  been  obtained  by  De  Yonge  or 
WriKbt  or  others,  who  had  recently  been 
tr  ifhcking,  as  it  was  generally  supposed 
illegally,  but  a^  it  turned  out,  without  any 
violation  of  the  law.     We  might  procure 
gold  by  ihe'saine  means  by  whicn  we  at 
present  procured  wine — aye,  the  wines  of 
France,  where  the  restrictions  on  com- 
merce with  this  country  were  most  rigidly 
enforced.    The  right  hon.  gentleman  op- 
posite seemed  to  smile  at  this,  but  nothing 
was  more  evident.     Certainly  gold  could 
not  be  obtained  for  nothing,  nor  could  it 
be  obtained  for  bank  notes.     But  he  re- 
peated (for  he  would   not  abandon   bis 
illustration,  notwithstanding  the  arousing 
merriment  of  the  right  hon,  gentleman,) 
it  might  be  obtained  in  the  way  in  which 
French  wines  were  at  present  obtained. 
How  was  that  ?    By  sending  over  com- 
modities, and  bills  of  exchange  arising  out 
of  commercial  transactions.    The  same 
(VOL  XX.) 


means  would  procure  gold  as  well    as 
wine :  with  this  advantage,  that  the  one 
article  could  more  easily  be  concealed 
from   the  vigilance  of  the  custom-house 
officer  than  the  other.    When  to  this  was 
added  the  consideration  of  the  Spanish 
colonies,  to  say  that  gold  could  not  ba 
procured  in  considerable  quantities,  if  re- 
quired, was  to  treat  like  a  child  the  person 
to  whom  the  assertion  was  made.    Ano- 
ther advantage  which  most  result  from 
the  establishment  of  two  prices  would  be, 
that  it  would  prove  a  constant  and  un- 
erring test  of  the  depreciation  of  paper. 
In  this  point  of  view  it  would  be  advan- 
tageous to  all  parties.    It  woold  be  ad- 
vantageous   to   the   bank   directors.     It 
would  be  advantageous  to  government. 
It  would  be  the  very  pulse  by  which  the 
true  state  of  the  circulation  would  be  esti- 
mated.    Suppose  the  pound  notes  were 
found  to  excnange  forsixteen  shillings,  thea 
for  fifteen  shillings  and  tan-pence,  then  for 
fifteen  shillings  and  eight-pente,  and  thus 
to  be    gradually  depreciating,  the   evil 
would  not  be  permitted  to  go  very  far;  the 
bank  would  diminish  their  issues,  and  the 
paper  would  get  up  again.    When  the 
pound  notes  rose  to  nineteen  shillings, 
parliament  having  certain  access  to  the 
knowledge  of  this  fact,  might  repeal  the 
37th  of  the  king,  and  enable  the  bank  to 
pay  in   specie.     He    confessed  that   he 
should  like  to  see  that  great  corporation 
in  such  a  situation.     They  affected  to  have 
it  believed  that  the  restriction  on  their 
payments    in    cash  was  compulsory  oa 
them,  and  that  they  should  have  enjoyed 
doing  so  very  mucb,  if  the  legislature 
would  have  permitted  them  ?  lliey  would 
have  it  believed  that  the  restraint  upon 
the  satisfying  the  just  demands  of  their 
creditors  was  a  violence  to  their  gentle 
natures !    If  the  pound  note  were  at  nine« 
teen  shillings,  and   the   bank   restriction 
bill  were  repealed,  he  should  be  curious 
to  see  whether  or  not  the  bank  would 
manifest  any  anxiety  to  satisfy  these  just 
demands.     Certainly,  if  paper  was  to  be 
at  par  with  cash,  then  even  the   bank 
would  feel  no  difficulty  on  the  subject, 
and  the  circulation  of  the  country  would 
be  restored  to  the  health  which  it  enjoyed 
before  that  ill-advised,  and  he  feared  ill* 
fated  measure,  the  restriction.     The  pro- 
ject he  wished  to  submit  to  them  was  this : 
That  the  overplus  of  the  profits  of  the 
bank  company,  above  that  which  was  ne- 
cessary  to  pay  their  dividends  at  present^ 
should  be  pat  by,  and  not  allowed  to  in* 
(10) 
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crease  their  dividends,  and  raise  the  price 
of  bank  stock  from  230/.  to  270/.  to  280/. 
to  2901.  or  to  300/.  He  would  have  the 
overplus  of  their  profits  put  by  to  form  a 
separate  fund,  to  be  placed  under  the  care 
of  persons  appointed  by  parliament.  This 
fond  he  would  have  shut  up  from  the  com- 
pany»  but  as  soon  as  they  were  willing  to 
resume  payments  in  specie,  it  should  be 
thrown  open  to  them,  and  then  he  should 
be  glad  to  see  the  price  of  hank  stock  rise 
from  230/-  to  500/.  or  1,000/.  if  it  were 
possible,  after  settling  their  debts  and 
paying  their  notes  in  cash. — Having  said 
thus  much  of  the  remedy  which  he  felt  it 
to  be  his  duty  to  recommend,  he  wonld 
now  advert  to  that  remedy  which  he  fear- 
ed would  one,  and  no  very  distant  day,  be 
proposed  to  the  House  with  a  much  better 
chance  of  success  by  the  right  hon.  gent, 
opposite.  It  flowed  so.directly  from  the 
principles  avowed  by  that  right  hon.  gent, 
that  he  marvelled  it  had  not  been  already 
brought  before  them,  and  laid  his  account 
in  its  speedy  annunciation.  They  had 
been  told  that  the  bank  note  was  not  de- 
preciated, that  the  guinea  for  circulation 
bore  no  premium,  and  that  the  price  of 
profisibns  were  increasing  but  in  a  natural 
vray.  That  which  some  persons  viewed 
as  a  depreciation  of  bank  paper,  they  bad 
been  told  was  neither  more  nor  less  than 
that  state  of  things  naturally  growing  out 
of  the  .public  expenditure  under  existing 
circumstances.  He  would  not  stop  to  in- 
-quire  into  the  fact  of  the  depreciation,  but 
leave  it  altogether  to  those  who  contended 
there  were  no  grounds  for  such  an  asser- 
^  tion.  Giving  op  this,  however,  it  follow- 
ed, if  the  arguments  made  use  of  by  the 
friends  to  the  present  system  were  good, 
that  there  was  a  way  to  relieve  the  oountry 
with  ease  and  with  speed  from  its  present 
embarrassments.  Let  them  take  2  or  300 
millions  from  the  national  debt.  Let  them 
fearlessly  apply  the  sponge  at  once. 
Twelve  or  fifteen  millions  a  year,  would 
thus  be  taken  off  the  taxes.  Such  a  mea- 
sure, it  was  true,  would  affect  the  property 
of  the  public  creditor  ;  but  if  the  public 
creditor  no  longer  did  take  a  full  hnndred 
pound  for  his  dividend— say,  such  a 
change  were  made,  that  instead  of  100/. 
he  received  but  50/.  still,  if  the  reasoning 
they  had  heard  was  correct,  he  would  not 
l>e  injured  by  the  new  arrangement.  If 
there  were  any  truth  in  the  arguments  ad- 
▼aaced,  to  account  for  the  present  high 
prices,  it  followed  that  thos^  prices  must 
ml  when  such  an  alteration  were  made. 
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and  the  public  creditor  could  not  be  in- 
jured, if  he  could  command  as  much  witb 
the  50/.  he  received  aa  he  fbrmerly  coold 
with  the  100/.  he  was  in  the  habit  of  tak- 
ing as  bis  dividend.  If  it  would  press  thoi 
lightly  on  the  public  creditor  bow  wouM 
such  a  proceeding  affect  the  rest  of  the 
conimonity  ?  I^^y  must  experience  i 
very  great  benefit  front  such  a  measure. 
They  would  not  only  be  bettered  to  mocit 
as  they  were  relieved  by  the  reductions  of 
the  taxes,  (which  alone  must  be  great,  a 
their  incomes  would  not  be  affected  like 
the  income  of  the  public  creditor)  but  they 
would  also  be  benefited  by  the  fall  of  tfae 

f)rices  of  all  commoditiesj  which  must  fol- 
ow  the  measure,  if  there  were  one  iom  of 
truth  in  that  which  had  been  advanced  by 
those  who  contended  there  was  no  depn- 
ciatfon  of  the  Bank  of  Bngland  paper. 
It  remained  for  the  gentlemen  opposite  to 
say  why  they  did  not  accept  this  chsl- 
lenge,  and  adopt  such  a  measure  as  tha 
which  he  had  described.     It  was  fdr  them 
to  give  their  reasons  for  declining  it,  bat 
he  (Mr.  Brougham)  had  a  ri^ht  to  call 
upon  them  to  go  into  the  question,  and  to 
relieve  the  country  fram  the  embarrsn- 
ment  of  its  currency,  by  acting  on  their 
own  prrnciples.    If  they  did  not  do  Ihl^ 
he  had  aright  to  say  they  did  not  beKeit 
that  which  they  themselves  had  advanced, 
or  that  they  were  a  set  of  theorists,  who 
were  afraidf  of  acting  in  conformity  wits 
their  own  doctrine.    He  did  not  think  »t 
would  be  expedient,  this  session,  nor  did 
he  think  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excbeqoefi 
oold  as  he  bad  been  said  to  be,  and  great 
as  was  his  fortitude  in  calmly  regarding 
the  distresses  of  others^he  did  nottbiok 
that  he  would  soon  rise  to  propose  a  mes- 
sure,  which  even  the  arrogant  miaa  ot 
his  predecessor  shrank  from— a  measure 
for  opposing  the  legitimate  claims  ef  the 
public  creditor.    They  had  not  onlytbi 
example  of  France  before  them,  but  aw 
that  of  other  coontrieS|  which  bora  a  tUU 
greater  resemblance  to  that  situation  0 
which  this  country  would  be  placed  "  tw 
Bill  before  the  House  were  passed  inU>  » 
law.    They  had  the  history  of  the  comsge 
of  other  countries.    That  of  the  •^^.  ? 
Germany  would  be  found  not  inappUcsbie 
to  us,  and  more  especially  the  history^ 
what  had  taken  place  in  Prussia  woaw 
come  home  to  our  case.    The  king  of  tp» 
country  being  engaged  in  an  expew*^ 
war,  and  not  wishing  or  caring  to  sqo>f| 
his  expenditure  by  his  means,  I'^^'ir] 
standing  all  he  gained  by  seising  oB  ^ 
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laiid«  (ao  action  ^bicb«  for  atrodtyi  was 
not  aecoad  eveM  to  oor  Danbh  expediiiou)« 
had   been  placed  in  a  situation  of  pecu- 
niary embarrassment.   Thuf  circomstanc* 
ed«  ba?ing  no  bank  to  fly  to«  Frederick 
iMrae^  under  tbe  necessity  of  ha?iBg  recourse 
to  a  measure  somewhat  similar  to  that  at 
present  contemplated  by  the  English  go« 
▼ernment.    There  were  two  ways  of  mak- 
ing money  pass  for  more  than  it  was  ac- 
tually worth ;  the  one  by  raising  its  de- 
nomination^  the    other  by  debasing  its 
standard.    The  latter  was  the  expedient 
to  which  Frederick  resorted.    He  debased 
the  standard,  and,  by  doing  this,  he  pre- 
aently  extricated  himself  from  many  of 
his  embarrassments,  and  was  enabled  to 
discharge  msny  of  bis  debts.     So  far  all 
was  Tery  well.    Things  did  not,  however, 
continue  long  in  this  state  of  prosperity. 
By  degrees,  that  which  passed  for  a  shill- 
ing, instead  of  appearing  while,  began  to 
disclose  some  shsiaes  of  grey.    From  grey 
it  made  a  transition  to  brown,  and  U»t  of 
all  Che  copper  itself  made  its  appearance. 
It  was  then  found  necessary  to  issue  a  pro- 
clamation to  over.rule  the  opposition  of 
the  .people,  and  make  this  base  money  a 
legal  tender.    The  consequence  was,  in  all 
future  contracts,  as  the  law  of  MajrsmiMi  was 
not  intredoced,  the  prices  of  all  commo- 
dities were  enhanced  in  proportion  as  the 
money  was  debased*    Such  would  be  the 
situation  in  which  this  country  would  pro- 
bably stand  after  the  adoption  of  tbe  mea- 
sure then  under  discussion^    The  plan  of 
Frederick  bad  an  advantage  over  this  pro-^ 
ject.    h  was  not  discovered  till  about  a 
year  and  a  half  after  it  was  resorted  to, 
and  it  was  of  some  efficacy  for  two  or 
three  years,    Tbe  measure  lo  be  adopted 
here  would  have  no  such  advantage,  as  it 
wuseen  through  at  once.    His  differed 
from  ours  very  materialljc    The  one  was 
a  case  of  open  fraud,  the  other  resembled 

f|rivatelv  stealing.  Such  a  system  of  po-. 
icy  bacf  ever  been  considered  as  the  most 
fraudulent  that  could  be  adopted ;  and  was 
this  the  sentiment  now  to  be  inculcated  in 
this  country,  where  such  profligacy  of 
principle  had  never  been  tolerated  before  ? 
On  this  occasion  be  felt  not  only  for  the 
public  and  the  parliament,  but  for  the 
chsracter  of  the  law  itself,  which  he  con- 
sidered as  in  danger  from  such  an  erro- 
neous policy.  He  trusted  the  warning 
which  nad  been  gWen  to  ministers  wopld 
have  itt  proper  e&ct,  and  that  they  would 
not  go  farther  than  the  brink  on  which 

;  but  if  no  warning  could 


deter  them  from  rashly  proceeding — if 
no  representation  of  tne  danger  could 
check,  and  no  admonition  restrmn  them 
in  their  course— with  4eep  melancholy , 
he  should  augur  ill  to  this  country,  and 
see  much  to  fear  from  so  ominous  a  com- 
mencement of  a  new  reien. 

Mr.  3fiine  observed,  that  the  hoo.  genl» 
bad  gone  into  so  much  general  matter, 
and  filled  his  speech  with  so  many  re- 
proaches aeainst  ministers,  with  so  many 
alledged  coarges  against  judges^  together 
with  a  plan  for  winding  op  tbe  national 
debt  at  one  stroke,  that  it  would  be  wan- 
dering from  the  question  to  pretend  to 
follow  bim.  Before  the  decision  of  the 
judges  in  the  cases  of  De  Yonge  and 
Wright,  it  had  been  imagined  tbat  the 
trafl£:  in  guineas  was  illegal,  in  the  man- 
ner it  had  been  carried  on  bv  those  per- 
sons. But  as  the  judges  bad  decided  tbat 
such  a  traffic  was  not  illegal,  he  presumed 
the  object  of  the  present  Bill  was  to  sup- 
ply tbe  defect.^  He  approved  of  it,  as  ie 
shewed  that  the  government  was  resolved 
to  try  all  milder  measures,  before  they 
resorted  to  the  compulsory  one  of  making 
Bank  notes  a  legal  tender.  While  they 
received  these  notes  in  payment  of  taxes, 
thejr  wero  resolved  not  to  allow  an]r  in- 
dividuals to  take  them  at  a  depreciated 
rate.  And,  as  to  the  high  price  of  bul- 
lion, that  was  tbe  consequence,  not  of  de- 
preciation, but  of  the  embarrassed  state  of 
the  country.  If  they  did  not  at  once  re- 
sort to  the  legal  tender,  it  was  only  be- 
cause they  imagined  the  evil  would  stop 
here.  If  tbe  example  of  the  noble  lord 
who  had  demanded  his  rents  in  sold  were 
followed,  the  legal  tender  must  be  adopt- 
ed. When  suspicion  was  abroad— when 
the  tenantry  and  yeomanry  were  to  be 
imprisoned— >in  that  convulsed  state  of 
things,  this  measure  must  be  resorted  to. 
The  Bill  he, thought  highlv  useful,  even 
in  its  present  shape,  but  still  it  might,  in 
some  respects,  be  altered  and  modified 
with  advanuge.  There  were  two  cases 
upon  which  it  was  intended  to  operate ; 
first,  upon  bargains  and  sales,  which  were 
completed  at  once;  and  next  upon  stand- 
ing contracts.  He  understood  that  a  case 
had  happened,  where  a  man  bought  some 
land  from  another  for  400/.  and  paid  down 
loot  of  the  price.  When  the  purchaser 
had  built  upon  the  premises,  and  other- 
wise improved  them,  the  vendor  demand* 
ed  the  other  300/.  in  cash.  Thb  was 
most  unjust,  and  such  frauds  ought  to  be 
preTented«    Heshould  propose,  therefore. 
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that  there  should  be  a  provision  in  the 
Billj  requiring  that  those  who  intended  to 
demand  guineas  in  payment,  in  any  bar- 
gain, should  give  public  notice  before- 
hand of  their  intention.  As  t^  the  case 
of  a  subsisting  lease,  there  might  be  more 
difficulty  in  finding  a  remedy  against  un- 
fhie  demands :  but  he  had  two  remarks  to 
make  on  that  part  of  the  subject — first, 
that  whatever  rule  the  noble  lord  adopted, 
with  regard  to  others,  he  ought  not  to  ob« 
ject  to  its  being  applied  to  himself;  and 
secondly,  that  the  state  was  as  entire  and 
perfect  as  the  persons  of  whom  it  was  com- 
posed. It  followed  that  the  payments  of 
the  noble  lord  to  the  state  ought  to-  be 
made  in  the  same  way  as  he  himself  ex- 
erted payments  from  others.  Upon  the 
'loble  lord's  own  scheme,  he,  in  nine  taxes 
out  of  ten,  'lid  not  contribute  fairly  to  the 
public^  He  was  aware  that  the  Bank 
notes  had  been  made  a  legal  tender  to 
the  tax  gatherer,  but  it  had  neyer  been  in 
the  contemplation  of  Mr.  Pitt  or  of  the 
legislaturei  that  the  revenue  should  be  de- 
teriojated.  A«  the  Property  tax  was  im- 
posed ad  valorem,  the  contribution  there 
would  be  fair  enough;  but  in  Assessed 
taxes,  in  Excise  and  Customs^  the  noble 
lord  upon  his  own  plan  did  not  contribute 
fairly.  How  did  he  pay  for  his  servants, 
his  horses  and  carriages?  How  did  he 
pay  the  duties  upon  the  chief  articles  of 
consumption,  his  salt,  his  coals  and  can- 
dles? How  did  he  pay  his  wine  and  malt 
duties  ?  In  a  depreciated  currency.  And 
upon  what  ground  could  he  claim  an  ad- 
vantage which  he  refused  to  others  ?  None 
of  these  taxes  were  paid  according  to  a  fair 
proportion  upon  the  noble  lord's  own 
scheme.  Where,  then,  would  be  the  in- 
justice with  regard  to  the  noble  lord,  if 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  were  to 
calculate  the  depreciation  of  the  taxes, 
and  compel  his  lordship  to  contribute  ac- 
cording to  the  real  value?  He  should 
like,  therefore,  to  see  an  enactment  com- 

Eelling  every  landlord  who  demanded 
is  rent  in  guineas,  to  pay  his  taxes  in 
guineas.  Taxes  amounting  at  present  to 
40  millions  might  by  this  means  be  raised 
to  50  millions ;  and  he  would  ask  those 
who  were  loudest  in  praise  of  the  noble 
lord's  conduct,  whether,  if  U^is  expedient 
were  adopted,  there  would  not  speedily 
be  an  end  to  the  cry  of  depreciation  ?  He 
should  be  glad  then,  that  every  landlord 
demanding  guineas  should  be  obliged  to 
pay  to  the  state  in  guineas.  The  noble 
lord  himself  could  not  object  to  this  plan. 


and  it  would  be  as  easy  in  practice  as  jaU 
in  principle.    It  would  be   safe  and  sttift 
factory,  however,  at  firat  to  try  it  upon  a 
small  scale.    Suppose  it    were  enacted  in 
the    first  place,  that    the   aaaested    tsxa 
should  be  paid  in  gold.      He  r«alJy  wished 
to  have  some  enactment  of  this  kind,  for 
every  thing  was  to  be    tried   before  the 
Bank  notes  were  made    a   legal   tender; 
and  this  plan  was  highly  equitable,  and 
easy  of  execution.    Tbis^  he  apprehended, 
would   prevent    persons  joining,    io  ts? 
great    numbers,   in  this    act    of  8uici4e. 
Why  was  it  that  the  wealth  of  the  noble 
lord  gave  him  more  consideration  in  so- 
ciety,  than   equal   weahh    would  do  is 
Poland,  and  many  other   countries  ?  The 
greater  security  of  property  in  this  cooo- 
try.    The  landed  property    here  was  not 
only  free  fi'om  spoliation,  io  which  ii  wu 
subjected  in  other  countriea,  bat  had  been 
peculiarly   favoured  in   comparison  with 
other  kinds  of  property,    eren    in  thu 
country.  -  The  landholder    had  a  great 
advantage  over  the  annuitant — the  nVi^ 
hidia  proprietor-^the  merchant  and  on* 
nufacturer,    upon    whose    exertions  tl» 
value  of  land  itself  in  a  considerable  d^ 
gree  depended.    He  was  grateful  lor  tlie 
advantage  he  had  enjoyed,  and  tboo^ 
that  a  land-owner  ought  to  be  the  last  (A 
sit  down  and  make   a  cold  calculstitf 
about  depreciation.    He  did  notroesoto 
insinuate  that  the  noble  lord  had  been  ac- 
tuated by  any  improper  motive ;  be  a/^ 
derstood  that  his  heart  was  as  excellefltai 
his  attainments  were  high ;  but  be  hta 
been  the  means  of  stirring  up  a  most  ma- 
chievous    question ;    and   from  his  bigt 
character  it  was  to  be  feared  (hat  bi*^ 
ample  would  have  the  greater  effect  Did 
the  noble  lord  think  that  he  wassct/o^ 
for  his  own  interest  ?    If  he  did,  be  wfti 
mistaken ;  for  the  interests  of  every  de- 
scription of  persons  of  property  in  ^^ 
country    were   so  intimately  conuecied, 
that  no  one  could  injure  one  Bf>eciet€i 
property  to  any  great  extent  wiiboot  m* 
juring  the  rest,*   The  noble  lord  was  like 
the  flying  philosopher  in  J«ihn»on'i  R**" 
selas,  who,  after  spending  his  whole  Ijw 
in  studying  the  laws  of  moiion,  a/»d  '*• 
wings  of  birds,  at  length  made  i^iog*  ^^ 
himself,  and,   attempting   to  flyi  ^^*  ^ 
one   instant  precipitated  to  the  bottoo* 
The  observation  of  an  older  pbilosopb«^ 
one  of  the  wise  men  of  Greece,  '*«'  ^J 
injury  to  one  of  the  lowest  members  w 
the  community  was  an  injury  to  tbe  ^^ 
.de&crved  the  attention  of  the  nobis  w^ 
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and  others*  Injottice  to  the  tentntry  of 
the  country  woold  be  an  injory  to  the 
public  intereits;  and  the  Uoaie  could 
not  in  equity  and  sound  policy  refuse  to 
protect  them.  The  Bill  had  his  complete 
approbation. 

Sir  T.  7W/0II  stated  that  he  had  ob- 
jected to  the  resolutions  of  the  Bullion 
Committee ;  first,  because  he  was  averse 
to  the  specification  of  any  pariicular  time 
for  the  resumption  of  cash  payments  by 
the  Bank,  and  next,  because  tie  did  not  be* 
lieve  tbat  Bank  notes  were  depreciated. 
Upon  the  same  ground  he  opposed  this 
Bill>  for  if  it  passed,  the  public  would  im- 
ined lately  think  that  there  was  no  doubt 
but  that  the  notes  were  actually  depre- 
ciated.    He  was  convinced  the  motivos  of 
the  noble  lord  who  had  been  the  cauie  of 
this  measure,  were  good ;  but  the  effect  of 
bis  example,  if  imitated,  would  be  dan- 
gerous.    The  notice  was  the  most  extraor- 
dinary he  had  ever  seen ; .  it  assumed  the 
fact  that  a  depreciation  had  taken  place. 
But  the  noble  lord  had  no  right  to  tak^ 
that  for  granted.    What  was  depreciation  ? 
Depreciation,    he    apprehended,    existed 
wherever  the  real  value  of  the  circulating 
medium  was  less  in  common  estimation 
than  its  nominal  value.    If  in  the  common 
transactions  of  life,    a  Bank    note   was 
reckoned  less  valuable  than  20s.  he  should 
fllow  that  there  was  a  depreciation.     But 
as  to  the  high  price  of  bullion,  he  thought 
that  no  proof  whatever.    Gold,  like  other 
commodities,  would  be  high  or  low  in 
price  according  as  it  was  in  greater  or  less 
abundance.     Suppose  wheat  were  at  SOt. 
B  quarter,  and  barley  at  4()f.  two  quarters 
of  barley  would  at  this  rate  purchase  one 
of  wheat.  But  suppose  that  from  a  scarcity 
of  wheat  the   article  rose  in  price,  two 
t|uarters  of  barley  would  no  longer  pur- 
chase one  of  wheat ;  not  because  the  bar- 
ley had  depreciated,  but  because  the  wheat 
had  risen  in  price.    The  idea  of  ministers 
at  first  was,  that  this  project  of  the  noble 
lord  would  not  be  imitated ;    but  when 
they  found  his  conduct  was  defended  by 
other  persons  of  the  highest  consideration, 
they  tlM>oght  it  necessary  to  pass  this  Bill. 
But  had  any  of  tho^e  persons  actually  imi- 
Ssted  the  example  ?  In  his  opinion  the  mi« 
nisters  should  nave  done  nothing.      The 
noble  lord  would  distrain ;  but  what  would 
he  get  from  the  sheriff?  Wh  v,Banic  notes, 
•  for  gold  was  not  to  be  bad.    Some  said 
there  was  no  difficulty  in  procuring  bul- 
'  lion,  which  might  easily  be  converted  to 
gttineae.     This  would  be  rather  t  difficult 
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operation  for  farmen  living  the  dislaneo 
of  1 50  miles  from  London ;  but  then  it 
wu  said  they  might  refuse  to  sell  their 
commodities  for  any  thing  else  than  gold ; 
then  they  could  not  sell  them  at  all. 
When  they  saw  14  millions  in  specie  go* 
ing  out  of  the  country  for  corn  and  for  our 
army  in  Portugal,  could  there  be  a  doubt 
of  the  scarcity  of  gold  ?  Gold,  it  was  said» 
might  be  had  from  France  as  easily  i» 
claret;  but  how  was  the  claret  paid  for? 
With  guineaif.  And  how  must  the  gold 
be  paid  for  ?  With  guineas.  He  saw  no 
great  advantage  in  an  operation  of  that 
kind.  He  knew  too  well  the  liberality  of 
mind  which  belonged  to  the  noble  lord,  to 
think  that  he  would  proceed  to  extremi- 
ties ;  but  if  he  did,  his  example  would  not 
be  so  seductive  as  to  be  generally  followed. 
The  tenant  would  be  protected  by  public 
opinion*— and  there  the  matter  ought  to 
have  been  left ;  but  if  the  ministers  did 
any  thing  at  all,  they  ought  to  make  thi 
Bank  notes  a  legal  tender  at  once,  for  the 
present  Bill  did  not  afford  them  protec- 
tion.  The  effect  of  the  present  measure 
would  be,  to  make  people  see  danger 
where  they  were  not  conscious  that  any 
danger  formerly  existed ;  and  also  to  es- 
tablish two  prices.  With  the  view  he  had 
of  the  measure,  he  should  have  been  of  tho 
same  opinion,  had  he  been  in  the  House 
in  the  year  171^7.  Till  an  inconvenience 
arose,  he  saw  no  occasion  to  provide  a  re- 
medy for  it.  The  present  measure,  to  his 
conception  of  it,  would  produce  conse- 
quences as  injurious  as  could  well  be  ima- 
gined. He  was  lorry  ministers  had  not 
allowed  matters  to  take  their  course,  and 
suffered  the  noble  lord  to  have  tried  the 
plan  he  proposed,  a  plan  which  he  was 
persuaded  he  would  not  have  persevered 
in,  but  which,  if  he  had  attempted  to  go 
on  with  it,  would  have  been  found  im- 
practicable. The  Bank  of  England,  ia 
his  opinion,  %vas  perfectly  solvent ;  and 
the  only  effect  of  the  present  measure 
would  be  to  bring  them  into  jeopardy,  if 
not  to  involve  them  in  ruin.  If  Bank  notea 
were  once  made  a  legal  lender,  then  they 
would  be  like  the  French  assignais,  and 
might  be  increased  to  100  millions,  or 
more. 

Mr.  Rose  understood  the  hon.  baronet 
to  oppose  the  Bill,  from  an  idea  that  it  was 
unnecessary,  as  he  conceived  it  to  be  very 
unlikely  that  the  example  of  the  noble 
lord  would  be  followed  to  any  extent 
Now,  after  what  they  had  heard  in  defence 
of  the  principle  and  of  the  practice  of 
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that  which  the  noble  lord  was  about  to  doi 
he  thought  it  was  rather  too  much  (o  sup- 
pose ik  certain  that  his  lordship's  exaosple 
would  in  no  case  have  been  followed.  He 
had  the  greatest  respect  for  lord  Kiogf  and 
he  thought  ev^ry  one  must  admire  his  ta- 
lents after  reading  his  late  publications. 
Theoxample>  however,  which  bis  lordship 
had  set,  he  conceived  to  be  of  a  most  dan- 
gerous tendency ;  and  the  Bill  before  the 
House»  far  from  having  any  thing  in  it 
that  could  cause  those  inconveniences  to 
acise  which  some  gentlemen  anticipated, 
was  in  his  opinion,  likely  to  prove  highly 
beneficial  to  the  country.  Its  first  fruits, 
he  conceived,  would  be  seen  in  its  reliev- 
ing the  tenant  from  the  harsh  treatment  of 
his  landlord.  He  did  not  wish  to  impute 
harsh  conduct  to  lord  King,  but  it  was  not 
improbable  that  his  example  hadTbeen  fol- 
lowed by  persons  who  were  actuated  by 
less  honourable  motives,  who,  encouraged 
by  the  applause  with  which  that  conduct 
had  been  greeted,  might  have  taken  that 
opportunity  to  oppress  those  in  their 
power,  expecting  to  meet  with  the  same 
conntenanoe.  The  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman, in  speaking  of  tenants,  had  •e.x- 
presaed  himself  in  a  very  extraordinary 
manner,  calling  them  fraudulent  debtors, 
and  contending  that  it  was  but  just  that 
they  should  be  caUed  upon  to  pay  their 
landlords  in  cash,  as  they  were  supposed 
to  have  regulated  the  prices  of  the  produce 
of  their  land,  by  a  reference  to  the  alleged 
depreciation  of  Bank  paper.  In  his  opi- 
nion, the  man  who  granted  a  lease  at  100/. 
per  annum,  and  then  a  few  years  after 
called  upon  a  tenant  to  pay  I20i,  on  such 
ground,  was  guilty  of  oppression.  With 
auch  oppressions  he  by  no  means  meant 
to  charge  the  noble  lord.  The  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  had  said,  the  remedy 
was  quite  easy,  and  had  taken  occasion  to 
make  aomuv  observations  on  the  courage 
displayed  by  ministers.  He  hoped  minis- 
ters would  always  have  sufiicient  courage 
firmly  to  oppose  the  designs  of  our  im- 
placable enemy.  His  effiirts  to  ruin  this 
eountry  iiad  thus  far  proved  abortive.  We 
had  fc^'led  him  in  arms ;  and  now,  finding 
us  aS;  resistless  on  land,  as  he  had  proved 
OS  on  the  ocean,  all  his  energies  were  di- 
rected against  our  finances.  He  bad  for 
this  purpose  had  recourse  to  measures 
vi(hich  had  never  been  resorted  to  in  any 
former  war.  Not  only  had  he  exerted 
hia  otmost  influence  to  shut  ua  out  of  all 
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the  ports  of  the  continent,  but  he  had 
burnt  and  confiscated  our  merchandise 
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wherever  he  could  find  it,  and  to  bjnn 
our  credit,  prevented  the  payment  of  bilk 
on  this  country,  when   the  partiei  coo- 
ceroed  were  desirous  of  paying  them, sod 
returned  them  to  the  drawers.    With  re- 
spect to  what  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman had  said,  as  to  the  p>ossibility  of 
getting  a  supply  of  gold  in  the  same  vnj 
as  we  got  a  supply  of  wine,  he  contended 
that  it  by  no  means  followed,  becaoie  i 
cask  of  wine  could  be  procured,  ihati 
cask  of  gold  was  lo  be   had  with  eqail 
ease.    The  tyrannic  ayatem  adoptd  bj 
Buonaparte    would  not   even  sufi<;r  tU 
commercial  debts  of  merchants  to  bepaii 
But  the  hon.  and  learned  gentlemao  ni^ 
there  was  plenty  of  gold  to  be  got  in  Aok- 
rica,  and  tne  mmes  of  Spain  and  Porui^ 
were  open  to  us.     How  was  it  to  be  got? 
Would  they  give  it  to  ua  ?  If  not,  bow ilii 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  think  »< 
could  obtain  it,  when   he  had  been  tM 
that  the  markets  of  Spanish  America  mrc 
so  completely  supplied  with  British  pro- 
duce, that  tbey  would  not  take  a  siaglc 
b^le  of  goods  from  us,  and  coukl  not  be 
expected  to  afibrd  a  mart  for  our  toff* 
chandise  for  some  time.      How  could  tin 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  think  we  cooU 
get  ^old  from  that  quarter,  under  sod 
circumstances  ?     Did    he    suppose   dwf 
would  give  it  tons,  or  did  he  wish  0i» 
commit  an  act  of  piracy,  and  seise  it  bf 
force  ?    If,  how.ever,  it  could  be  gsiflWi 
what  advantage  would  be  derived  to  ihk 
country  ?  He  would  suppose  for  a  moioeot 
that  it  could  be  gained;    if  5,000  too  of 
gold  were  now  imported    into  Englsnfli 
coined,  and  put  into  circulation,  «bils 
gold  continued  at  its  present  highprice$ 
we  should  still  be  in  our  present  coodiuoo» 
as  not  a  guinea  would  remain  in  circular 
tion.    The  guineas  would  vanish  as  fss^** 
they  were  issued  from  the  Mint,  be  mel^ 
down,  and    again   exported  as  baUiW' 
What  benefit,  then,  could  result  from  tbos 
procuring  gold,  even  if  it  were  pracuc 
ble  ?    The   hon.  and  learned  gentlemao* 
while  censuring  the  present  circola^^ 
medium,  had  not  said  what  he  would  wi>fl 
substituted  for  cash  in  the  absence  of  biu* 
lion.    Would  he  have  no  circulating  i^' 
diuvi  ?    Notwithstanding  the  increase  oi 
our  commerce,  there  was  a  smaller  (fl^ 
tity  in  circulation  now,  than  there  ^^ 
twelve  years  ago.    In  1798,  it  amounij* 
to  50,000,000/.;    40,000,000^  »  ^';' 
and  10,000,000/.  in  notes.    It  wm  ^^^^ 
lo  say  what  was  the  exact  <^o'''^\^k| 
gold  in  circulation  noic  bet  he  tboa(9 
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he  must  be  a  mngutne  mtn  indeed  who 
could  suppose  it  to  exceed  S^bOOyOOOl. ; 
and  reckoning  the  amount  of  our  paper 
circulation  at  thirty  millions,  still  it  would 
be  seen  there  was  a  considerable  diminu- 
tion.    Under  the  present  circumstances, 
for  the  Bank  to  resume  cash  payments  was 
utterly  impossible.    They  could  not  do  it. 
They  could  not  get  the  gold  to  pay,  and  if 
they  could,  it  would  be  useless,  as  there 
would  he  no  more  left  in  circulation  than 
there  was  amongst  us  at  present  till  the 
price  of  gold  was  lower,  that  it  might  be 
brooght  into  this  country  in  large  quanti- 
ties, which  conid  only  be  caused  by  a 
change  in  the  circumstance^  of  the  conti- 
nent, it  was  proper  to  continue  the  Bank 
Restriction  Act  in  force.    Widi  respect  to 
what  had  been  said  as  to  the  increase  of 
prices,  he  had  it  firom  gentlemen  on  whose 
information  he  could  depend,  that    the 
prices  in  France  and  Italy  kept  pace  with 
those  of  England,  and  that  the  deprecia- 
tion of  money  in  France  was  greater  thad 
in  England.    The  prices  all  orer  Europe 
did  not  materially  differ  in  their  advance 
from  the  prices  in  England,  and  this  he 
took  as  an  argument  to  proTe  that  farmers 
and  ethers  did  not  charge  for  their  pro- 
duce as  was  supposed  with  a  reference  to 
the  alledged  depreciation  of  Bank  paper. 
With  respect  to  what  had  been  said  of  the 
^ropert^  of  the  public  creditors,  ht  knew 
of  nothmg  which  could  be  more  rcTolting 
to  the  feelings  of  parliament  than  to  inter- 
fere with  that.    The  Bank  notes  and  as- 
fignats  he  asserted  to  be  as  totally  diffe- 
rent from  each  other,  as  any  two  things  in 
nature  possibly  could.    As  to  the  learned 
gentleman's  nlan  for  forming  a  new  fund 
with  the  profiu  of  the  Bank  Company,  if 
he  could  be  sure  that  diis  could  be  pro- 
perly done,  he  should  ba?e  no  objection 
to  it.    He  wished  to  see  payments  in  cash 
resumed,  but  under  existingcircumstances, 
unless  gold  could   be'  brought  into  the 
country  (as  some  seemed  to  think  it  could) 
by  a  sort  of  witchcraft,  it  was  impossible 
for  the  present. 

Mr.  Brougham  explained,  that  be  re- 
ferred to  the  striking  off'  two-thirds  of  the 
debt  due  to  the  public  creditor,  not  as  a 
proposition  of  his  own,  but  as  the  grossest, 
most  fatal,  and  most  unjust  of  all  expedi- 
ently but  yet  as  one  likely  to  result  from 
the  measures,  the  perseverance  in  which 
was  recommended  on  the  other  side. 

Lord  Foikenone  said  he  was  at  a  loss 
how  to  judge  of  the  present  measure,  as 
among  the  rariety  of  persons  who  appro?- 
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ed  of  it,  there  were  not  two  who  did  so  on 
the  same  grounds ;  on  the  contrary,  e? ery 
second  person  who  supported  it,  did  so  on 
grounds  exactly  opposite  to  the  person 
who  preceded  him.  All  of  them  agreed, 
however,  in  the  abtise  of  lord  King.  It 
became  the  duty,  therefore,  of  those  \|ho 
differed  from  them  on  this  head,  though  it 
was  by  no  means  a  fit  subject  of  debate,  to 
stand  up  and  rindicate  the  noble  lord* 
Gentlemen  had  talked  of  Jews  and  pedlars ; 
of  oppressed  tenants ;  and  even  of  diKho-  , 
nest  landlords.  Before  gentlemen  talked 
in  this  srile,  however,  they  should  ffa»st 
hare  made  themselves  masters  of  the  sub* 
ject.  The  noble  lord  did  not  require  gold, 
but  such  an  amount  of  paper  as  would  be 
sufficient  to  purchase  that  which  he  had 
stipulated ^to  receive*  In  his  leases,  the 
noole  lord  stipulated  that  his  rents  should 
be  paid  in  good  and  lawful  money  of  the 
realm,  which  Bank  paper  could  not  be  in 
the  eye  of  the  faw,  till  the  right  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  should 
come  forward  with  the  second  measure 
which  he  had  giren  the  House  reason  to 
expect— namely,  till  he  should  make  Bank 
notes  a  legal  tender.  Was  it  not  known 
that  every  person  made  any  thing  he  bad 
to  sell  dearer  and  dearer,  in  proportion  to 
the  depreciation  of  paper.  Neither  in  law 
nor  in  justice,  therejfore,  was  the  noble 
lord  entitled  to  be  loaded  wHh  this  abuse. 
In  one  part  of  the  country  there  had  been 
a  practice  of  taking  payment  of  rents  in 
gold,  and  he  saw  nothing  unbecoming  in  the 
noble  lord's  here  demanding  it  in  gold,  at 
least,  in  something  which  shoald  not  be 
depreciated.  An  bon.  gentleman  oppo- 
site (Mr.  Milnes),  however,  would  repre* 
sent  that  the  noble  lord  bad  not  only  acted 
in  an  unbecoming  manner  to  his  tenant^ 
but  that  he  had  even  cheated  government.^.' 
It  was  proper,  however,  that  that  hom'^ 
gentleman  should  know,  that  by  the  very 
Bank  Restricthm  act.  Bank  notes  were 
made  a  good  tender  for  taxes.— The  noble 
lord  said  he  should  not  proceed  to  examine 
the  budget  of  the  bon.  gentleman  farther 
than  this,  that  it  was  inapplicable  in  point 
of  law.  With  respect  to  the  law  itself,  it 
seemed  totally  inefrectual.  It  was  intend- 
ed to  remedy  any  idea  of  harsh  treatment 
by  a  landlord  towards  his  tenants:  but 
was  it  calculated  to  attain  the  object }  It 
only  took  from  the  landlord  one  remedy; 
namely,  the  proceeding  by  distress,  a 
clause  to  which  he  did  not  object  j  but 
still  the  landlord  might  proceed  to  judg- 
ment, and  make  the  tenant  ultimately  pay 
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in  good  and  lawful  money  of  Great  Britain. 
Lord  Alvanley  bad  be«n  decidedly  of  this 
opiaiop:  and  having  heard  it  doubted,  he 
hoped  the  House  would  hear  some  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  long  robe  on  this  point. 
The  present  measure  was  objectionable*  in 
gs  far  as  it  was  an  extension  of  the  act  of 
Edward  6,  which,  aftdr  grievous  vexation 
practised  on  a  poor  Jew,  who  was  sup- 
posed to  have  violated  the  enactments  of 
ib«  .act.  had  been  decided  by  an  unani* 
mous  opinion  of  the  twelve  judges  not  to 
be  binding,  and  to  be  inapplicable  to  the 
case.— -The  noble  lord  proceeded  to  take 
a  view  of  the  state  of  things  at  the  time  of 
the  pasfting  of  the  act  of  Edward  6,  and 
now.    Then,  the  gold  and  silver  coin  of 
the  country  was  greatly  deteriorated,  so 
much  so,  that  persons  would  not  bring 
their  commodities  to  market.    Proclama* 
tions  were  accordingly  issuedy  fixing  the 
rates  and  prices  of  every  commodity,  and 
also  prohibiting  the  exchanges  of  gold  and 
silver  for  more  or  less  than  the  rate  at 
which  they  were  made  current     This  he 
stated  from  the  late  lord  Liverpool's  Letter 
on  Coins;  and  he  warned  the  House  to 
pause  before  they  did  any  thing  which 
might  render  it  necessary  for  them  to  fix 
a  maximum  of  prices.     He  begged  them 
to  consider  that  they  were    laying   the 
foundation  stone  of  a  system  which  might 
involve  the  country  in  ruin.     He  entreat- 
ed them  to  open  their  eyes  in  time  to  the 
mischiefs  of  this  proposition,  and  not  to 
entail  on  the  country  calamities  similar  to 
those  which  ensued  in  the  time  of  Edward 
6.    It  had  been  roundlv  asserted  by  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  tide,  that  there  was 
po  depreciation  of  Bank  paper.    The  hich 
rate  of  exchange  against  this  country ;  the 
hiffb  price  of  bullion ;  and  even  the  fact 
oflord  King's  having  demanded  his  rents 
in  good  and  lawful  money,  were  circum- 
•tances  that  proved  depreciation.    But  if 
paper  was  not  depreciated,  and  if  this  was 
only  a  device  of  the  noble  lord's  to  prove 
that  his  ideas  on  the  subject  of  political 
economy  were  correct,  why  Cear  that  his 
example  should  be  followed?     Or  why 
pass  this  law  ?    First,  the  Bill  now  nursed 
and. fostered  by  ministers,  was  objected  to, 
and  the  letter  of  that  noble  lord  was  re- 
presented as  foolish,  and  even  odious;  the 
noble  lord's  notion  was  conceived  as  mere- 
ly theoretical,  and  it  was  declared  that 
nobody  would  follow  his  example.    If  mi- 
niaters  were  still  of  this  mina*  why  pass 
the  present  Bill  ?   If,  on  the  other  hand, 
Ihey  now  admitted  that  others  were  likely 
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to  follow  the  example  of  lord  King,  tha 
did  they  equally  admit   that  Bank  pap« 
was   depreciated.— The    noble    lord  pro 
ceeded  to  shew  that  there  were  two  kiodi 
of  depreciation  of  paper    currency;  Um 
one  arising  from  excessive  issue;  tfaeo(hc( 
from  want  of  confidence  ;    which,  if  saf< 
fered  to  go  on,  would   run  a  race  agafn^ 
each   other,  till   the    country    would  be 
brought  to  ruin,  unless   the   system  was 
changed.     The  best  remedy  which  coal^ 
be    used   was  the  fixing    of   two  pricef» 
a  paper  price  and  a  nooney   price,   Br 
this  the  public  creditor  would  be  in  pani 
sufferer;  but  be  confessed  he  did  not  re- 
gard the  public  creditor  so  much  as  •one 
gentlemen  did.     The  puj^lic  creditor  took 
the  larger  premium,  and»   of  course,  w9 
entitled  to  the  lesser  security.     The  intt* 
rests  of  the  landlord  were  those  most  coo- 
nee  ted  with  the  interests  of  the  coontrr, 
and  therefore  the  most  to   be  regardoi- 
On  the  existence  of  two  prices  there  w» 
no  doubt  but  gold  would  make  its  zppeu- 
ance.     In  every  country  there  alwayi  w* 
as  much  currency  as  was  necessary.    H« 
objected  to  the  present  measure,  too,  b» 
cause  it  was  not  a  complete  measure,  6«( 
only  a  part  of  the  system  which  the  pro- 
poser of  the  measure  had  in  view,    i^ 
recollected  a  period  when  the  noble  (^ 
was  as  anxious  about  guineas  as  be  wif 
now  about  notes.    He  had  then  Jiscovern 
a  nostrum  to  prevent  guineas  from  beiof 
clipped,  melted,  and  what  not,  and  bsru^ 
prevailed  on  the  late  Mr:  Pitt  to  alio* 
nim  to  have  a  guinea  prepared  at  the  Mint 
agreeably  to  his  own  plan,  when  the  gaioct 
was  rounded  off  and  finished,  the  officer 
of  the  Mint  desired  his  lordship  to  look  it 
the  guinea,  and  see  if  it  was  exactly  t>  ^ 
wished  it.     His  lordship,  on  examining  ^ 
declared,  yes !  that  was  every  thing  tbal 
could  be  desired,  and  there  was  a  guioei 
which  he  defied  any  one  to  melt  or  svf^ 
or  in  any  measure  to  deteriorate.   Tbe 
officer,  who  understood  the  nature  of  tke 
composition,  so  contrived   it,  at  the  nwj 
ment,  that  this  all -perfect  guinea  thow 
drop  upon  a  stone,  when,  lu !   it  broke  in 
two !  In  the  like  manner,  he  bad  no  <io<|W 
but  the  secure  mode  which  the  n^^^^ 
had  in  contemplation  for  makintf  ^* 
notes  a  legal  tender  would  be  fouoa  tq^ 
\y  perfect   and  equally  valuable    ^ 
measure  now  proposed,  was  nn  ts  f^ 
facto  law,  and  like  all  such  laws  ^•^^^^ 
and  injurious,    it  should,  tbcreforei  b»^ 
his  decided  opposition. 


04ft] 


CMd  Coin  and  Bank  Note  BlU. 


July  15,  Mil. 


[94^ 


Lord  CaaUnaifh  rose  and  raid  : 
Sir ;  not  baring  been  present  when  this 
bill  i¥a9  discussed  on  the  first  reading*  and 
as  I  may  not  have  it  in  my  power  to  at- 
tend its  ftitore  stages,  I  am  desirous  of 
taking  this  opportunity  of  deli?ering  my 
sentiments  upon  a  measore,  the  principle 
of  which  may  again,  st  no  distant  period, 
occDpy  the  attention  of  parliament,  not 
only  as  applying  to  Great  Britain,  bat  to 
Ireland* 

In  argoint^  this  question,  I  shall  endea- 
vour to  conform  to  the  suggestion  of  an 
honourable  and    learned    member   (Mr. 
Brougham),  by  cnnfining  myself  to  the 
immediate  subject  of  the  bill  iuelf,  ab- 
staining as  much  as  possible  from  a  re- 
newal of  those  general  discussions  on  the 
atate  of  our  currency,  which  have  so  re- 
cently taken  place.      The  view  I  take  of 
this  measure  must  necessarily  be  founded 
on  the  principles  I  then  endeavoured  to 
maintain,  and,  in  founding  myself  upon 
those  principles,  I  cannot  expect  that  1 
shall   work  conviction  on  the  minds  of 
thpse,  to  whom  1  have  been  hitherto  op* 
posed :  but  as  my  object  is  rather  to  con- 
sider, with  ths  House  at  large,  what  course 
it  is  fitting  parliament  should  now  take» 
and  as  I  shsil  have  occasion  to  assume  but 
little  in  argument,  which  does  not  rest 
upon  the  collective  judgment  of  the  House 
already  expressed,  either  legislatively,  or 
by  its  resolutions,  i  think  I  Miall  best  con- 
sult theiconvenience  of  the  House  by  pur- 
suing this  course. 

1  shall  begin  by  drawing  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  state  of  the  law  as 
it  now  stands  between  debtor  and  creditor, 
including  the  case  as  between  landlord 
and  tenant,  for  which  the  present  bill  goes 
to  make  a  special  provision.  It  is  quite 
clear,  the  standard  coin  of  the  realm  be- 
ing the  onl^  legal  tender.,  that,  whether 
for  rent»  or  lor  any  other  legal  demand,  the 
creditor  is  not  bound  to  accept  bank-notes, 
in  satisfaction  of  his  debt ;  and  that,  unless 
the  debtor  can  procure  coin,  with  the  sin- 
gle exception  of  the  protection  against 
arrest  by  mesne  process,  afforded  by  the 
act  of  1797,  the  creditor  remains  in  full 
poisession  of  all  his  legal  remedies  against 
the  goods  and  property  of  bis  debtor,  and 
ultimately  against  his  person. 

Under  these  powers  it  is  competent  for 
a  landlord  to  distrain  for  rent,  and  to  cause 
the  goods  of  his  tenant  to  be  sold.  It  is 
alio  competent  for  him,  in  case  of  non- 
payment of  rent  due,  to  bring  an  eject- 
Bent  for  the  recorery  of  the  possesnon. 
(VOL.  XX,  > 


In  the  case  of  a  simple  debtor,  although 
the  person  of  the  debtor  has  obtained  a 
qualified  protection  against  a  summarj^ 
anest,  the  process  against  the  property 
may  be  proceeded  in  to  execution,  and 
the  whole  be  consigned  to  the  sheriff  for 
sale,  if  the  plaintiff  shall  not  prefer  iro^ 
prisoning  the  person  of  the  defendant,  till 
the  debt  is  discharged.  But  here  a  new 
difficulty  occurs :  when  the  sale  takes 
place,  is  the  sheriff  to  make  sale  of  the 
property  for  coin  only,  or  is  he  to  take 
bank- notes,  as  has  been  hitherto  practised  ? 
In  the  former  case,  it  is  obvious,  a  sale, 
for  any  thing  like  value>  in  the  present 
scarcity  of  guineas,  is  impracticable.  To 
proceed  to  sell  by  auction  under  such  cir« 
comstances,  would  be,  in  truth,  to  give 
the  property  almost  for  nothing,  to  the 
person  who  accidentally  had,  at  the  mo- 
ment, the  means  of  collecting  coin  to  bid 
for  the  goods;  in  the  latter  case,  the  she- 
riff Would  be  no  more  capablCj  after  the 
sale  was  effected,  of  satisfying  the  cre- 
ditor with  the  proceeds,  thus  taken  in  Bank 
notes,  than  the  debtor,  the  owner  of  the 
goods,  eriginally  was. 

The  sheriff,  under  these  circumstances, 
sating  at  his  peril,  and  liable  to  action  if 
he  errs,  most  consider  what  directions  the 
court  would  give  on  the  trial  of  such  an 
action.  A  court  of  common  law,  I  ap- 
prehend, as  the  law  now  stands,  could 
neither  take  upon  itself  to  defeat  the  re- 
medy of  the  creditor,  to  compel  payment 
of  his  debt  in  the  lawful  coin  of  the  realm,, 
by  holding  a  payment  in  Bank-notes,  for 
goods  sold  by  a  sheriff,  to  be  a  legal  pay- 
ment: nor  could  it  prevent  a  sheriff,  who 
should  think  fit  to  refuse  ai\y  other  me- 
dium of  payment  than  coin*  however 
ruinous  to  the  property  of  the  debtor. 
Neither  could  toe  owner  of  goods  dis- 
trained, as  I  conceive,  bring  an  action  for 
excessive  distress  taken,  if  the  property 
sold,  whatever  might  be  its  value,  did  not 
produce  more  in  coin,  upon  the  sale,  than 
the  amount  of  rent  actually  due ;  and  in 
the  latter  case,  the  sale  rests,  in  tl^e  first 
instance  at  least,  with  the  person  distrain- 
ing, or  his  bailiff.  What  relief  a  court  of 
equity  could  give,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, it  is  not  for  me  to  venture  to  pro- 
nounce ;  but  I  am  sure  relief,  in  such  a 
case,  the  subject  is  entitled  to  receive,  and 
further,  that  his  just  claim  is  to  receive  re- 
lief* not  circuitously,  and  by  an  ex- 
eensive  or  dubious  process  in  chancery, 
utthat  his  protection  should  be  clstrj 
decisive,  and  direct. 
<SP) 
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In  Utiy  ordinftry  case  of  public  diffi- 
culty, in  its  nftture  constituting  a  clear 
impediment  to  the  sale  of  property  for 
any  thing  approaching  to  its  true  Yaloe,  to 
enforce  a  sale  would  be  inconsistent  with 
justice.  In  cases  of  foreclosure  of  mort- 
gage in  time  of  war,  this  principle  has 
been  already  recognised :  but  the  pre- 
sent case  does  not  depend  simply  opon 
general  grounds  of  equity  ;  it  arises  out 
of  an  express  provtsion  of  law,  prohibit- 
ing the  Bank  from  fulfilling  its  engage- 
ment with  the  holders  of  Bank  notes ;  and 
the  question  is,  whether  the  arm  of  the  I 
law  shall  be  directed  against  the  debtor, 
to  compel  him  to  perform  that,  which  an 
act  of  the  legislature,  enacted  for  the 
wisest  purposes,  and  for  the  general  good, 
ha^  rendered  it  impracticable  for  him  to 
perform. 

If  such  is  the  law  of  the  case,  and  that 
the  debtot*  holds  bis  property,  under  tbe 
impossibility  of  taming  his  notea  into 
gold,  and  even  bis  personal  liberty  at  the 
mercy  of  his  creditor,  I  may  Tentare  to 
appeal  to  those  who  now  coontenanca 
lord  King's  demand  to  be  paid  in  coin, 
whether  they  believe,  that  such  a  systtm 
i^s  contemplated  when  the  Suspension 
Act  passed  in  1707,  as  one  which  could  be 
acquiesced  in,  if  attempted  to  be  enforced. 
Upon  what  ground  was  it  that  Mr.  Pitt 
resisted  tbe  late  sir  Francis  Baring's  sng- 
gestion  of  at  once  making  Bank  notes  a 
legal  tender  f  Upon  what  grounds  did  he 
resist  the  precise  proposition  which  the 
present  Bill  contains,  when  mt>Ted  by  a 
worthy^  alderman  (Combe)  and  supported 
by  Mr.' Fox,  but  on  the  ground  of  both 
being,  as  Aings  then  stood,  onneceseary  ? 
That  Mr  Pitt's  judgment  was  not  very 
erroneous  in  so  deciding,  the  nntntcrrupt* 
ed  experience  of  fourteen  years  sufficient- 
ly proves;  during  whicfa  extended  pe- 
riod, not  a  single  instance  has  occurred,  in 
Great  Britain,  notwithstanding  the  price 
of  gold  has  been  at  limes  much  beyond 
the  Mint  pric^  (in  1801  as  high  at  4/. 
6s.),  of  any  creditor,  landlord  or  other, 
re  foil  hg  to  accept  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  at  par,  in  payment  of  a  debt. 

It  was  the  policy  of  Parliament,  at  that 
time,  to  avoid,  if  possible,  any  enactment 
on  this  delicate  point ;  they  trusted  that 
the  universal  conviction,  which  pervaded 
ail  mankind,  of  the  solidity  of  the  secu- 
rity on  which  Bank  notes  were  issued,  as 
well  as  of  the  importance,  for  tbe  interest 
of  all,  that  their  credit  should  be  upheld, 
would  insure  thtir  being  invariably  re* 
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ceived  at  par*  It  was  one  of  those  oca- 
sions,  on  which  a  conventional  acqsici- 
cence  that  they  were  to  be  received  k 
cash,  seemed  to  leave  nothing  for  Pirli^ 
mentto  do,  at  least  in  the  first  initanct 
They  wisely  preferred,  on  socb  aa  occ^ 
sion,  the  protective  inflaenoe  of  a  moni 
principle  te  a  premature  attenpt,  bf 
enactment  of  law,  to  proTide  for  oiffic8f< 
ties,  which  it  was  hoped  never  woilil 
occur ;  under  the  security  of  such  a  prio- 
ciple,  the  conntry  has  lived  and  pro* 
pered  since  the  Bank  BeatrictloD  Act 
passed.  My  lord  King/ has  been  the  &t 
person  to  emancipate  himself  from  iti  is* 
fluence,  and  to  introduce  a  practice,  to 
say  tbe  least,  perfectly  novel  in  Grcii 
Britain.— *It  is  not  for  me  to  impeach  il» 
motives  t>f  any  individoal,  availing  bia- 
self  of  rights,  which  the  lawa  of  his  cooa- 
try  famish  him  with  the  meant  of  sssru 
ing.  I  am  bound  to  suppose,  from  tlie 
character  and  endowments  of  tbe  ooNe 
lord,  that  he  acts  from  an  honest  conn^ 
tion,  that  he  is  claiming  fnMn  bis  lenss^ 
what  he  thinks  not  merely  lawful,  but 
strictly  just.  Denying  however,  as  I  do* 
the  justice  of  the  claim,  and  believoig 
that  Rirliament  never  did,  nor  could  in- 
tend to  suffer  the  law  so  lo  stand,  except 
under  an  expectation,  that,  daring  tbe 
continuance  of  the  -  Suspension  Act,  it 
would  not  be  put  in  force,  I  consider  tbat, 
in  consequence  of  this  exercise  of  an  ex* 
treme  legal  right  on  his  lordship's  p*^ 
the  duty  of  rendering  their  former  mtf* 
sure  consistent  in  point  of  justice  witb  it- 
self, has  devolved  upon  the  legtslstore ;  t 
task,  from  the  performance  of  wbicb, 
however  painful,  and  in  some  respect* 
difficult  in  the  execution,  I  trust  Pv litp 
ment  will  not  shrink. 

But  it  is  said,  will  you  interfere  be- 
tween my  lord  King  and  bis  tensnii" 
matter  of  contract,  and  by  an  er  poufi^ 
law  disturb  and  alter  the  righu  of  tb* 
parties  ?  1  cannot  consider  the  propo*^ 
relief  as  an  expoU  facio  law.  I  cooiidtf 
it  rather  as  declaratory  of  the  true  in^ 
and  purpose  of  the  act  of  1797  »  ^^ 
deny,  in  any  equitable  view  of  th®  ^^^ 
tract  subsisting  between  lord  King  ^ 
his  tenant,  that  it  can  be  enforced  in  tbe 
manner  proposed  by  his  lordship* 

1  will  take  the  two  cases  his  IptdibiP 
puts,  of  leases  granted  by  him  prior,  sod 
subsequent  to  the  passing  of  tbe  Bsb* 
Restriction  Act  in  17<)7  ;  and  I  will  wp* 
pose  the  usual  covenant,  binding  ^  '^ 
Bants  to  pay  the  rent  reserved  in  th*  ^^^* 
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ful  coin  of  tte  reilin,  to  be  IowmI  in  both. 
I  will,  oo  tho  case  Unit  Hated,  pot  it  to 
any  fair  man  to  tay»  notwithstaiioing  the 
loiter  of  the  bond,  whether,  when  the 
bargain  was  made,  the  fair  onderatanding 
between  the  parties  was  not,  that  payment 
ivould  be  accepted  in  Bank  notes  ?  It  is 
true,  in  the  former  period.  Bank  notes 
were  conTortible  into  cash,  but  it  is  not 
the  tenant's  fault  that  they  have  not  ooo- 
tinued  to  be  so  convertible;  bat,  in  the 
latter  period,   it  was  distinctly  foreseen 
when  the  leaae  wm  signed,  that,  so  long 
aa  the  restriction  on  the  Bank  continued, 
the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  would 
not  be  convertible  into  cash  upon  demand. 
Upon  this  sute  of  faets  the  parties  treated, 
anid  the  scale  of  rent  was  agreed  on.  Now 
I  den^,  that  it  was  any  part  of  the  under* 
ekanding,  thai  the  tenant,  in  the  former 
case,  was  to  pay,  or  conld  pay,  soch  a 
rent  in  guineas,  supposing  a  case  so  per< 
fectly  new  and  unforeseen  as  that  which 
has  reaUy  occurred,  to  happen;  and  still 
leas  in  the  latter  case,  where  the  rent  was 
fixed,  the  prohibition  on  the  Bank  being 
then  in  existence,  and  no  intimation  given 
to  the  tenant  of  any  intended  departure 
from  the  established  practice  of  accepting 
Bank  notes  in  discharge  of  the  rent  at  par. 
If  the  grounds  on  which  the»iandiord 
considers  that  his    interests    have  been 
aflected,  had  originated  in  any  act  for 
which  bis  tenant  could  be  deemed  respon- 
sible, or  if  it  had  grown  out  of  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  evenu,  which  the  parties  to 
the  contract  might  be  bound  to  advert 
to,  in  making  their  bargain,  I  can  under- 
stand the  claim  to  compel  the  tenant  to 
submit  to  a  new  mode  of  payment,  so  in- 
finitely  disadvantageous ;  but,  when  the 
tenant  has  done  nothing,  and  parliament 
every  thing  (parliament  having  acted  for 
the  public  good,  upon  which  it  is  the  pro- 
vince of  parliament  exclusively  to  decide), 
I  do  not  see  upon  what  principle  of  jus- 
tice, one  party  can  expect  to  receive  bis 
full  share    in    the    advantage    resulting 
from  a  measure  of  general  policy,  throw- 
ing aU  the  inconreniences  of  it  upon  the 
ether  party  to  the  contract. 

But  let  us  see'^how  far  the  sense  of  parlia- 
ment hu  been  already  declared  upon  this 
principle,  not  merely  in  the  speeches  of 
mdiTiduals,  but  on  the  face  of  the'  Restric- 
tioB  act  itself.  That  act  expressly  pro- 
vides that  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
England  shall  be  received  as  cash  in  all 
levsnoe  payments,  thereby  constitoting 
them  « legal  tender  in  all  debts  from  the 
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snbject  to  the  State.  It  may  be  said,  that, 
for  tbe  state  to  lend  this  aid  to  the  credit 
of  Bank  paper,  might  be  a  vefy  wise  ex- 
pedient, that  it  operated  as  an  indul* 
geoce,  which,  where  the  debt  was  due  to 
the  state,  the  state  was  competent  to  con* 
fer,  and  that  no  contract  was  violated,  or 
individual  right  thereby  injured;  but 
what  was  the  provision  made  by  law  with 
respect  to  the  dividends  payable  lo  thh 
public  creditor?  It  is  true  no  express 
enactment  declared  that  Bank-notes  should 
constitute  a  legal  tender  in  such  payments, 
but  so  exception  was  made  in  favour  of 
tbe  public  creditor  in  the  prohibition 
against  cash  payments,  and,  in  point  of 
fact,  be  has  bad  no  other  option  since  that 
Bill  passed,  but  to  accept  Bank-notes  at 
par,  or  to  remain  unpaid.  Here  then  was 
a  matter  of  contract  of  the  most  sacred  de- 
scription, between  the  public  and  indivi- 
duals, upon  which  the  law  declared,  that 
payment  in  coin  should  not  be  demand- 
able  during  the  continuance  of  the  Bank 
Restriction  act.  Can  it  be  contended  that 
the  legislature  meant  in  matters  of  con- 
tract, that  one  law  should  prevail  between 
the  public  and  the  individual,  and  another 
between  private  persons  ?  that  the  public 
was  to  receive  an  indulgence  from  their 
creditors  in  the  nature  of  their  payment, 
which  the  individual  debtor  had  no  claim 
to  expect  from  his  creditor  ?  1  am  aware 
it  has  been  argued,  that,  supposing  an  act 
of  national  bankruptcy  to  have  already 
been  committed  towards  the  public  credi* 
tor,  that  can  form  no  motive  or  justification 
for  authorising  a  similar  violation  of  con- 
tract between  man  and  man.  1  shall 
hereafter  have  to  deny,  that  any  such  fai- 
lure in  the  equitable  didcharge  of  its  en- 
gagements can  be  imputed  to  the  state.  1 
am  confident,  that  the  framers  of  tho  law 
did  not  so  interpret  its  optn-ations ;  and  if, 
from  the  necemity  of  tbe  case,  the  legisla- 
ture felt  itself  compelled  to  take  from  the 
public  creditor  the  means  of  receiving 
coin  in  satisfaction  of  his  demand,  is  there 
any  imaginable  principle  of  eqoi^,  upon 
which  it  could  mean  to  compel  individuals 
to  do  that,  which  the  sUte  was  unable  to 
perform  ?  or,  to  state  the  ^t  aaore  truly, 
that  having,  for  the  general  interest,  pro- 
hibited the  Bank  from  fulfilJmg  the  letter 
of  its  contract,  in  respect  to  cash  payments, 
with  the  holders- of  its  notea,  ii  shottld 
mean  to  compel  the  holders  of  those  noisa 
to  fulfil  the  letter  of  their  engagements 
with  respect  to  caah  payments  towards 
their  creoitora? 
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The  decl»ped  ground  on  which  the  legi*- 
latore  passed  the  Restriction  act  was,  to 
protect  poblic  and  private  credit  against 
the  calamity  of  the  Bank  being  obliged  to 
discontinae  its  functions;  inTolving  as  the 
necessary  and  immediate  consequence  of 
such  discontinuance,  the  ruin  of  all  pri- 
vate banks,  and  the  extinction  of  the  entire 
circulating  medium  of  the  country,  so  far 
as  it  rested  on  banking  credit.  Parliament 
was  morally  justified  in  passing  that  law, 
first  from  a  conviction,  that,  whatever  the 
evils  of  such  a  temporary  interruption  to 
the  legitimate  money  system  of  the  coun* 
try  were,  they  were  upon  the  whole  les.<i 
than  the  evils  to  be  apprehended  if  things 
were  allowed  to  take  their  course :  and  se- 
condly, from  there  being  no  reason  to  pre* 
8ume,  that  Bank-paper,  so  long  as  its 
issues  continued  to  be  regulated  upon  the 
principles  which  had  hitherto  governed 
the  conduct  of  the  Bankof  £neland»  would, 
as  a  medium  of  circulation,  Jose  any  part 
of  its  value,  compared  with  the  commodi- 
ties generally  of  the  country. 

I  do  not  mean  to  renew  the  argument 
on  depreciation  in  detail,  but  I  must  here 
re-assert,  as  my  deliberate  judgment,  try- 
ing the  fact  upon  the  only  sound  principles 
upon  which  it  can  be  examined,  that,  at 
this  day,  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land are  not  depreciated,  under  any  fair 
sense  whicfi  can  be  affixed  to  that  term. 
I  admit  they  are  not  convertible  as  for- 
merly at  pleasure  into  coin,  nor  can  they 
purchase,  in  the  market,  the  same  quan- 
tity of  standard  gold  ;  but  this,  as  I  con- 
ceive, acises  solely  from  causes  affecting 
thevaflue  of  gold,  both  in  its  coined  and 
uncoined  state.  With  the  exception  of 
the  precious  metals.  Bank-notes  have  the 
same  powers  of  purchasing  all  other  com- 
modities, which  they  would  have  had  at 
this  day,  if  no  necessity  for  shutting  up 
the  guineas  in  the  Bank,  or  for  sending 
gold  abroad  in  unusual  quantities,  had  ever 
occurred. 

Such^  at  least,  is  my  belief.  Such  I 
wish  to  be  understood  by  the  noble  lord 
(Folkestone),  is  the  sense,  in  which  I  deny 
that  Bank  notes  are  now  depreciated. 
Upon  that  conviction  my  conduct,  as  a 
member  of  parliament,  must  be  guided, 
and  under  it,  1  do  not  consider  that  any 
injustice  or  act  of  bankruptcy  has  been 
committed  towards  the  public  creditor,  by 
afibrding  him  no  other  option  in  payment 
of  his  dividends,  than  Bank  notes  at  par : 
and  I  am   further  prepared   to  contend. 
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that  any  person^  who  in  the  present  state 


of  thills  endeavours  to  aTail  fainself  •( 
the  letter  of  his  contract,  to  force  pay- 
ment in  cash,  adopts  a  course  of  condort 
altogether  inconsistent  with  iu  spirit  sod 
equity,  and  assumes  to  himaelf  not  oolr 
an  undue  advantage  over  his  creditor  (botk 
being  in  doty  bound  to  bear  their  fat 
share  of  the  inconveniences  arising  froa 
the  contest  in  which  we  are  engaged]^  (m 
that  he  is  taking  to  himself,  under  \bt 
colour  of  law,  an  advantage  beyond  vat 
could  have  accrued  to  hioi,  had  the  cv- 
rency  of  the  country  remained  im^ 
turbed. 

That  my  lord  King  does  not  meao  is 
submit  to  his  fair  share  of  the  inconveni- 
ences of  the  times  is  obvious,  from  tia 
principle  of  his  claim  being,  that  bis  t^ 
nam  should  put  him,  at  'whatever  expeoe 
to  himself,  precisely  in  the  same  sitoatiflo 
in  which  he  would  have  stood,  as  to  tk 
medium  of  payment,  if  no  Restriction  act 
had  passed,  and  the  tenant  had  notbrDf  a 
do  but  to  present  his  notes  at  the  Bank  ti 
have  them  converted   into    coin.     Nov 
what  are  the  tenant's  means  at  present  of 
procuring  guineas  to  pay  his  rent?  Cas 
he  procure  them  in  exchange  for  the  pro- 
duce  of  his  farm,  without  selling  that  pro* 
duce  at  an  enormous  loss  ?     Cnn  he  pt> 
cure  them  in  exchange  for   Bank  m^ 
without  giving  a  premium,  and   violatia; 
the  law  as  it  has  always  been  understAod 
to  stand,  till  the   late   judgment  in  Ik 
Yonge's  case,  and  as  it  will  stand  hen- 
after  if  the  present  Bill  shall  receire  the 
sanction  of  the  legislature  ?  But  suppoiiiV 
the  purchase  of  gold  at  a  premium  not  to 
be  illegal,  with  so  much  coin  shut  op  ^ 
the  Bank,  so  much  in  the  last  ten  f^^ 
melted  and  exported,  to  what  a  price  looit 
not  guineas  rise  if  all  tenants  upou  Isa*^ 
are  compellable  to  pay  in  coin?    If'^ 
local  practice  of  paying  rent  in  gol^i' 
practice  in  late  years  confined  to  tbeiK^ 
of  Ireland,  has  had  the  effect,  in  the  ^ 
sent  scarcity  of  coin,  to  raise  the  preinioa 
upon  guineas  as  high  as  15  per  cent,  t'^ 
what  height  must  it  not  rise,  if  ihe  coiap^ 
tition  for  the  limited  supply  of  coia  ao^ 
in  circulation,  were  to  become  geoersi 
throughout  the  empire? 

But  it  is  said  the  noble  lord  does  not 
insist  upon  an  actual  payment  in  guinesi; 
such  a  demand,  in  the  present  absence  <ff 
coin,  it  is  admitted,  would  be  oppro^i!*' 
he  gives  his  tenants  the  option  or  p*>'^ 
in^  foreign  coin,  or  standard  goldi  ^ 
weight  to  be  the  same  as  If  the  P^^^ 
was  t9  be  made  in  guioeai;  ortbef^ 
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ipetll  be  iccepted  in  Bank  notet .^he  tenant 
payini;   thtf  additional   sum   requisite  to 
purchase  the  amoont  of  gold  at  the  market 
price  of  the  day  which  the  goioeas  would 
^veigli.      The  Erst  obiiervation  which  oc- 
cors  upon  this  iii«  that  the  relief  thus  held 
out  ia  wholly  arbitrary  in  its  principle, 
and*  aa  I  shall  contend,  most  unjust  in  the 
nature  of  tlie  criterion  by  which  it  is  mea- 
sured,    h  i«  arbitrary,  inasmuch  as  it  is 
discretionary,  whether  it  shall  or  shall  not 
be  afforded ;  and  I  must  be  permitted  to 
observe,  that  it  is  not  a  very  pleasant  situ- 
ation for  a  tenant  to  stand  in,  nor  a  very 
seemly  one  for  the  law  to  permit  him  to 
be  placed  in,  that  it  should  depend  upon 
the  indillgence  or  forbearance  of  his  land- 
lord, whether  he  shall  he  con6ned  in  a 
gaol,  or  his  property  be  dissipated,  to  pro- 
cure  guineas,  the  law  having  deprived  him 
of  his  accustomed    means  of  procuring 
them  from  the  Bank.     Lord  King,  from 
bberahty  to  hit  tenant,  from  a  sense  of 
the  oppressive  consequences  of  an  unquali- 
fied demand  of  coin,  may  extend  to  him 
this,  as  I  shall  hereafter  contend,  most  in« 
equitable  species  of  relief;  but  what  se- 
curity have  we,  watchins  over  the  inte- 
rests of  all  the  subjects  of  the  realm,  that 
the  process,  by  which  the  noble  lord  is 
enabled  to  dictate  such  terms,  as  he  thinks 
reasonable,  to  his  tenant,  may  not,  in  the 
hands  of  a  less  liberal,  perhaps  of  an  op- 
pressive, an  avaricious  or  a  vindictive  land- 
lord, be  made  the  instrument  of  consigning 
many  honest  tenants  to  a  prison,  whilst 
others  may  have  their  property  sacrificed 
by  improvident  sales,  or  be  deprived,  by 
ejectments,  of  subsisting  interests  in  bene- 
ficial leases. 

To  leave  the  tenantry  of  the  country 
under  the  lash  of  such  a  principle  of 
law,  if  it  is  the  purpose  of  any  individual 
in  the  community  to  call  it  into  activity, 
I  venture  to  assert,  would  be  wholly  in- 
consistent with  the  protection  which  the 
subject  is  entitled  to  claim  at  our  hands. 
I  might  doubt,  when  this  Bill  was  first  in- 
troduced into  the  other-  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, whether  the  necessity  fur  taking 
any  legislative  measure  upon  the  subject, 
was  sufficiently  made  out;  but,  when  the 
noble  lord  candidly  and  honourably  avow- 
ed sod  justified,  in  his  place  in  parliament, 
his  intended  enforcement  of  the  notice  he 
bad  given;  and  when  the  probability  of 
an  example  from  a  quarter  so  respectable 
being  followed  by  others,  justified  as  it 
bad  been  in  argument,  was  weighed,  I 
own  I  coold  no  longer  doubt  that  it  be« 


came  parliament,  before  it  separated,  if 
not  to  supply  a  complete  remedy  against 
every  posnible  misapplication  of  the  law 
to  compel  payments  of  such  a  nature,  to 
provide  some  measure,  which  might  at 
least  protect  the  tenant  during  the  recess, 
and  mark  the  disposition  of  parliaqient,  if 
the  principle  should  hereafusr  be  perse- 
vered in,  to  meet  it  with  corresponding 
correctives:  the  equitable  daim  of  the 
tenant  and  »11  other  debtors  being>  in  my 
judgment,  distinctly  thin,  that  so  lun?  nn 
the  law  shall  continue  to  prevent  the  B<ink 
of  England  f.om  paying  thuir  notes  in 
cash,  so  long  ought  the  legislature,  by 
special  enactment,  to  interpose  and  Atay 
process,  either  against  the  person  or  pro. 
perty  of  debtors,  who  shall  tender  Bank 
notes  to  their  creditors  in  satisfaction  of 
their  demands. 

But  to  return  to  the  injustice  of  the 
arrangement  itself:  I  will  assume,  for  the 
sake  of  argument  with  lord  King,  that,  in 
a  lease  granted  l)eforc  the  year  1797,  the 
landlord's  interest  has  been  disturbed  by 
late  events  to  his  prejudice,  and  td  the  ad- 
vantage of  his  tenant,  and  that  he  is  eqoita-^ 
bly  entitled  to  some  indemnity  (the  rea- 
lity of  which  case  I  beg  I  may  not  be 
understood  however  to  admit),- 1  still  must 
contend,  that  the  principle  upon  which  my 
lord  Kinff  has  laid  claim  to  measure  the 
extent  of  the  indemnity,  is  an  unju.st  one.- 
His  lordship  assumes  its  equity,  as  it  is  no 
more  than  requiring  a  specific  performance 
of  the  covenant,  with  certain  voluntary  re- 
laxations of  it  on  his  part,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  tenant:  but  1  contend, 
that  the  equity  of  enfori  ing  the  specific 
performance  of  such  a  covenant  ceWd 
with  the  first  enactment  of  the  restriction 
act,  and  that  the  conditions  on  which  it  is 
now  proposed  to  be  relaxed,  subject  the 
tenant  to  an  increase  of  rent,  nut  to  be 
regulated  upon  any  fairly  ascertained 
change  of  value  in  the  Bank  paper  of  the 
country,  for  which  alone  the  farmer  sells 
his  produce,  but  which  is  to  be  governed, 
either  by  the  price  of  guineas,  which  must 
rise  in  proportion  to  their  bcarcit}*^,  were 
even  the  purchase  of  them  permitted  by 
law;  or  by  the  price  of  gold,  which  has 
been  raised  20  per  cent,  by  the  disturbed 
state  of  our  intercourse  with  the  Continent, 
and  may  be  indefinitely  raised,  if  such  a 
criterion  is  to  be  admitted  to  regulate  the 
additional  payment  to  be  made  in  notes, 
what  tenant  can  foresee  what  rent  he  way 
not  be  called  on  to  pay  ?  All  he  knows  ie, 
that  it  is  not  a  fixed  and  determinate  amount 
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of  the  prevailing  currency  oFthc  coantry, 
but  that  it  depends  on  the  extent  of  our  ex- 
penditure abroadythe  balance  of  commer- 
cial payments,  and  the  state  of  the  ex- 
changes,  which  must  always  govern  the 
price  of  gold,  whether  the  additional  amount 
of  rent,  which  he  ^s  subject  to  (if  he  is  in- 
dulged with  the  permission  to  pay  in  bank- 
notes at  all,)  shall  be  20,  .SO,  50,  or  100 
per  cent,  beyond  the  rent  specified  in  his 
lease;  for  who  can  s^y,  in  the  present  ob- 
structed state  of  our  intercourse  with  the 
Continent,  when  freedom  of  cii-culatton  is 
at  an  end,  to  what  extent  the  price  of  that 
article  may  not  rise,  namely  gold,  which  i^* 
the  only  commodity,  which  when  it  has 
evaded  the  vigilance  of  the  enemy,  and 
reached  the  Continent,  can  expect,  as  an 
article  of  property,  effectually  to  secrete 
itself,  and  to  escape  being  either  confis- 
cated or  burnt. 

Can  it  be  contended  for  a  moment,  that 
It  should  depend  on  the  caprice  or  power 
of  the  enemy,  or  upon  the  extent  of  miti- 
tarj  expenditure,  which  his  own  gorern- 
ment  may  think  fit  to  carry  on  abroad, 
whether  a  tenant,  holding  lands  upon  lease, 
shall  pay  more  or  less  rent?  yet  such 
toost  be  the  resuhi  if  the  principle  con- 
tended for  by  lord  King  is  admitted.  I 
would  pat  the  issue  of  the  whole  argument 
Qpon  this  simple  question,  and  allow  the 
noble  lord  to  answer  it  himself,  whether  if 
his  tenant  had  been  apprized,  previously 
to  his  signing  the  lease,  that  such  a  state  of 
things  would  have  arisen,  within  the  period 
of  the  contract ;  that  it  might  continue  for 
an  indefinite  length  of  time ;  that  in  such 
case,  bank-notes  would  not  be  accepted  in 
discharge  of  tho  rent  agreed  upon  ;  but 
that  he  must  either  find  guineas,  when  the 
Bank  was  prohibited  from  issuing  coin ; 
or  pay  an  increased  rent  in  notes  equiva- 
lent, to  whatever  increased  price  gold 
might  rise  to,  under  the  operation  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and  the  expense 
of  the  war  in  the  Peninsula ;  whether, 
vpon  such  a  statement,  the  tenant  would 
have  signed  the  lease  at  the  rent  then 
agreed  on,  making  his  person  and  pro 
perty  liable  for  the  fulfilment  of  so  inde- 
linite,  and  perhaps  so  ruinous  a  bargain  ? 

But  I  contend  for  it,  if  lord  King's  rent 
were  paid  in  gold,  as  he  proposes,  or  in 
notes  with  the  additional  sum  calculated 
according  to  the  market  price  of  gold,  that 
be  would  obtain  an  undue  advantage,  pro- 
poriioned  to  the  excessive  price  which  gold 
now  bears.  He  may  say,  that  the  rent 
agreed  on  was  a  rent  in  gold ;   nominally 
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it  was,  but  notin  pr'tctice^  mm  undentood  b« 
tween  t|ie  parties;  but  even  as  a  rents 
gold,  it  was  a  rent  in    coin   not  sal^abli 
nor  exportable,  instead  of  a   rent  in  Por 
tugal    gold   coin,  or    standard   gold,  i 
proposed  by  his  lordship's  notice,  bothoi 
which  are  exportable,  aikd  sell  in  the  mai- 
ket  at  four  shillings  an   ounce  bigberiiiia 
the  gold,  which  cannot   be    sworn  off  Mr 
exportation ;  so  that,  even   in  this  li^a 
the  demand  is  unreasonable  ;    the  aogno* 
tation  uf  rent  thus  imposed    may  not  be 
beyond  the  power  of  the  tenant  lo  pty,  hk 
bargain  having  become    a  profitable  one 
from  the  lapse  of  his  term  :     bat  thisprn. 
gressive  benefit  the  landloid  can  have  oe 
pretence  to  share;   we   must  presuntn 
was  purchased  in  the  original  terms  agreed 
on.     The  tenant's    bargain    cannot  be 
proved  to  be  a  better  one  now,  npi^ 
being  had  to  the  prices  obtained  for  pro-  | 
dues,  than  it  was  in  the  year  ISOt ;  yd 
then  there  was  notfatng  in  tlie  stacs  of  cA« 
exchanses  nor  price  ofgold,  whieb  enabk^ 
my  lord  King  to  assame,  that  banlr-00Mi 
were  depreciated,  or  to  demand,  upon  thi 
principle  of  his  notice,  an  increased  mt 
if  paid  in  notes.    Is  it  then  reasonable,  ^ 
no   peculiar  profit  has  accrued  to  tbe 
tenant  in  the  last  two  years,  that  heihoaU 
be  liable,  holding  under  a  lease,  to  an  in* 
ci c^se  of  20  per  cent,  on  hie  rent,  with  i 
chance  of  being  still  further  raised,  mereif 
because  an  adverse  exchange,  arising  iroa 
commerce  obstructed   and    an  immem 
foreign  expenditure  on  thepartof  goven- 
ment,  has  thrown  op  the  price  of  gold  is 
the  market  of  Great  Britain  to  an  udocoiI 
height,  from  whicii  the  farmer,  baviDg 
none   to    dispose   of,   receives  noi  ^ 
smallest  advantage  ? 

But  it  is  represented,  in  justification  o^ 
the  arrangement  prescribed  in  lord  King't 
notice,  taking  the  average  of  wheat  be* 
tween  1786  and  1797,  that  it  thea  re- 
quired 18  quarters  of  wheat  to  pay  a  r*^ 
equal  in  value  to  a  pound  weight  of  goli 
which,  at  the  price  of  the  dav>  ▼!**  ^^ 
Mint  price,  amounted  to  444  gai<^*'* 
that  on  a  similar  average,  between  /7^^ 
and  1806,  14|  quarters  would  psy  ^^ 
same  rent,  at  the  then  medium  prices 


gold,  via.  U.  2s.  per  ounce;    hot 
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during  the  last  five  years,  according  ^ 
the  average  price  of  wheat  taken  it  ^^'* 
and  gold  at  4/.  7«.  per  ounce,  the  i>|^ 
rent  might  have  been  paid  by  sooMtbi4 
less  than  14  quarters. 

The  first  observation  which  oc>:orsap^ 
Ibis  stalensent  is,  that  lord  King's  barg** 
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%vltb  bj»  tensDt  was  for  »  money,  and  not  a 
corn  reni ;  a  dwlioctioii  highly  malaria]  to 
bo    (ftken»  as  tho  former  throws  all  the 
effects  of  iocreased  expence  of  culti? ation 
upon    the  landlord,  the  latter  upon  the 
tenant ;  a  given  sum  of  money*  receivable 
annually  in  rent,  will  purchase  less  of 
other    articles,    in    proportion    as    their 
prica    ia  raised  by  additional  taxes,  aad 
other  expences  affecting  their  reprodoc* 
lion  ;  whereas  a  given  quantity  of  com 
ought  to  tell  for  what  will  cover  all  the 
new  expences  attending  its'growth  in  rent, 
tithe,  taxes,  &c«  in  addition  to  its  former 
price*      Now  if   the  additional   charge 
under  which  wheat  is  grown  in  Great 
Britain,  since  the  commencement  of  the 
,    period    referred   to,  via*  from   1796,  in- 
i    eluding   the   improved    mode  of   living 
adopted  \}y  our  farmers,  an  incident  which 
I    must  influence  price,  is  ron>«idered,  it  will 
I    pretty  sufficiently  account    for    the   in* 
i    creased  value  of  wheat,  without  imputing 
I    it  to  a  depreciation  in  Bank  notes.     In* 
I    df ed,  the  case  disproves  itself;  for  all  the 
I    facts  upon  which  the  reasoning  is  founded, 
I     existed  in  Ibll  force  in  the  year  1 809>  when 
,     gold  was  only  4/.  per  ounce,  and  when, 
,     according  to  the  new  theory,  Bank  paper 
I    was  not   depreciated,  being   at  par,  or 
I     nearly  so,  with  gold,  aa  measured  by  the 
,     Mint  price.      Besides,  it   may  deserve 
I     notice,  that  during  the  period  of  com* 
^     parison,  not  only  the  scale  at  which  fo« 
I     reign  corn  is  importable,  has  twice  been 
^     raised,  bat  the  grain  imported  in  the  two 
I     later  periods  of  comparison,  viz.  from 
\W2  to  the  present  time,  has  been  im- 
I      ported,  under  all  the  accumulated  charges 
of  war*ireighu,  and  consequently  has  not 
had  the  same  inluence  in  keeping  down 
the  prices  of  grain  in  Great  Britain,  va  the 
foreign  corn  importec  between  1780  and 
'       1797  had,  when  we  were  either  at  peace 
generally,  or  in  amity  with  those  States, 
from  whence  our  supply  of  grain  is  usually 
drawn. 

There  is  only  one  other  view  of  this 
sabject  I  am  desirous  of  taking,  before  I 
dismiis  this  branch  of  the  argument. 
Lsfd  King  seems  to  think  his  own  case  a 
hard  one,  and  he  charges  his  misfortunes 
against  the  Restriction  Act;  but  let  us  see 
in  whst  situation  his  lordship  and  his 
tenttit  would  have  stood  reciprocally,  if 
that  set  had  never  passed,  and  matters 
hsd  been  allowed  to  take  their  coarse*  It 
moit  be  in  some  measure  matter  of  opi- 
DioB,  what  would  have  happened  had  the 
Isgiilslare  not  interposed  m  1797.    Lord 
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King  may  see  it  In  a  di^rent  light,  but 
my  conviction  is,  that  public  and  private 
credit  would  have  been,  for  the  time  at 
least,  destroyed,  by  tha  Bank  of  Ensland^ 
and  consequently  all  private  banks,  beiiiff 
obliged  to  discontinue  their  functions*  I 
do  not  therefore  infer,  that  we  should  have 
been  left  without  a  circulating  medium  ; 
I  have  no  doubt  we  should  have  had  ono^ 
and  that  our  currency  would  have  been 
composed  of  the  precious  metals  almoat 
exclusively;  btti  we  should  have  been 
reduced  very  much  to  the  predicament  in 
which  France  now  is,'  possessing,  it  is  tmo^ 
a  metallic  currency,  but  destitute  of  thoaa 
means  of  active  circulation,  growing  onl 
of  individual  and  public  confidence,  which 
can  alone  sustain  with  effect  the  indnatrjr 
and  exertions  of  a  great,  commercial,  ma- 
nufacturing, and  warlike  nation. 

In  such  a  state  of  things  what  would 
have  happened  to  mv  lord  King,  and  hit 
tenant  ?  Supposing  the  rent  amed  upon 
previous  to  the  events  which  led  to  tha 
passing  of  the  restriction  law  to  have  been 
a  rack  rent,  a  rent  upon  full  value«  which 
upon  a  tenure  of  such  an  extent,  in  jnstica 
to  the  landlord  it  ought  to  have  been,  ia  it 
possiMe  to  suppose,  that  such  a  bargain 
could  have  stooc,  if  the  banking  system  of 
the  country  had  been  broken  down  ?  The 
immediate  consequences  of  such  a  convnl* 
sion,  had  it  been  suffered  to  realize  itself 
must  have  been,  that  lord  King^  for  hia 
own  sake,  would  have  lowered  his  renl» 
perhaps  one  half;  what  then  would  have 
been  the  situation  of  his  tenant  ?  ho  wonid 
have  found  himself  cultivating  at  a  ra* 
duced  rent;  and  although,  in  commosi 
with  every  other  member  of  the  commsH 
nity,  he  must  have  sufibred  firom  the  ga> 
neral  distress,  he  would  at  least  havefbmid 
no  difficulty  in  preserving  his  lease,  by 
paying  his  rent  in  the  standard  coin  of  thA 
realm,  as  coin  would  then  have  been  tha 
medium  in  circulation,  and  consequently 
the  curr^icy  receivable  at  market  m  pay* 
ment  for  produce.  Obliged  to  accept  a 
reduced  rent,  I  cannot  persuade  myself 
that  lord  King  would  have  stood  in  a  better 
situation  at  this  day,  than  he  now  doas^ 
whatever  his  tenant  might,  should  he  ha 
obliged  to  submit  lothis  new  mode  of  pay« 
ment;  by  which  the  noble  lord  appeara 
to  claim  the  advantage  of  both  systems^  of 
the  one  which  would  have  destroyed,  and 
of  the  other  which  has  preserved  the  Bank ; 
whilst  he  expects  his  tenant  to  abide  by 
the  inconveniences  -ef  both ;  that  is,  to 
pay  an  amount  of  rent»  with  referenoa  ta 


959]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  GM  Qmi  ad  Bmik  ffou  BOL 


[9» 


the  latter  state  of  things,  in  a  description 
of  cQirency,  only  €o  he  found  in  general 
circulation  in  the  former. 

I  have  been  induced  thus  to  direll  upon 
the  principle  of  lord  King's  notice,  be- 
cause in  truth  the  Bill  originates  in  that 
document.  It  is  impossible  to  argue' the 
question,  as  afiecting  the  public,  without 
bringing  forward  the  noble  lord's  name, 
and  discussing  the  demand  made  as  his 
measure.  I  have  done  so,  I  trust,  without 
personal  disrespect.  My  object  has  been, 
without  reflecting  on  the  noble  lord's  iri- 
tentipns,  to  argue  fairly,  whiht  I  protest 
strongly,  against  the  course  his  lordship 
has  pursued  in  the  instance  before  us. 

With  respect  to  the  enactments  of  the 
fiill,  they  are  principally  open  to  objec* 
tion,  as  an  imperfect  remedy  to  the  case 
to  be  provided  for ;  they  protect  the  te- 
nant against  summary  distress,  but  they 
leave  him  exposed  to  all  the  other  legal 
remedies,  with  which  the  law  arms  a  cre- 
ditor against  the  person  and  property  of 
his  debtor ;  but  I  look  upon  the  Bill  as  a 
legislative  declaration  on  the  principle  of 
the  question,  the  import  of  which  cannot 
be  mistaken,  and  it  has  my  approbation  as 
such.  1  trust  it  may  be  unnecessary  to 
go  further ;  but  if  it  should,  parliament,  I 
hope,  will  not  hesitate  in  performing  the 
duty,  which  may  in  that  case  be  cast 
upon  it. 

With  respect  to  the  other  provisions  of 
the  Bill,  namely,  those  which  render  it  a 
misdemeanor  to  receive  more  for  a  guinea, 
or  less  for  a  Bank«>note,  than  their  standard 
and  accustomed  value,  I  consider  them  as 
of  very  subordinate  importance  to  the 
clause  we  have  been  hitherto  considering. 
So  far  as  the  clause  prohibiting  Bank-notes 
from  being  received  at  less  than  the  sum 
for  which  they  were  issued,  may  render  it 
niegal  to  claim,  or  accept  them  in  dis- 
charge of  a  debt  to  a  greater  amount,  that 
is,  at  a  v^lue  inferior  to  their  nominal 
▼aloe,  it  meets  precisely  the  case  to  be 
provided  for,  and  it  pats  the  creditor  in 
the  situation  I  wish  to  see  him  placed  in, 
that  is,  that  he  shall  be  obliged  to  accept 
the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  at  par,  or 
not  at  all,  whilst  the  Bank  restriction  act 
lasts.  '1  he  other  prohibition  ag^ainst  pur- 
chasing the  coin  of  the  realm  at  more  than 
its  legal  value,  is  of  less  consequence,  but 
may  be  of  some  use,  as  tending  to  discou- 
rage a  traffic  in  guineas,  a  practice  novel 
at  least  in  this  part  of  the  empire,  not  re- 
quisite if  creditors  are  protected  from  the 
species  of  demand,  against  which  I  have 


been  contending,  and  which  is  principally 
carried  on  by  persons,  who  make  a  trade 
of  malting,  and  exporting  o«r  standard 
coin,  a  practice  which  law  cannot  prevent, 
but  which  it  may  be  expedient,  as  fiu*  at 
possible,  by  penalty,  to  check  and  coun- 
teract. 

The  object  of  the  Bill  is  not  by  law  to 
attempt  to  give  to  a  guinea,  or  a  Bsnk* 
note,  a  compulsory  value ;  no  law  could 
have  this  effect ;  and  it  would  be  udjv^  if 
it  were  possible  that  it  should.  In  all  pro- 
spective bargains,  Where  the  parties  know 
what  is  to  be  the  medium  of  payment, 
whether  guineas  or  Bank-notes,  no  Isw 
can,  or  ought  to  restrain  them  from  framing 
the  price  of  the  commodity  sold,  with  re- 
ference to  their  opinion  of  the  real  vatoe  of 
the  currency  to  be  received,  whe-'.er  it 
be  a  value  depending  uponi;r*^dit.  or  the 
intrinsic  value  of  the  medium  itseK.  The 
intention  is  to  deprive  creditors,  during 
the  interval  of  cash  payments  being  sus- 
pended at  the  Bank,  of  the  power  legally 
to  compel  debtors  to  pay  them  Bank- 
notes, at  less  than  they  are  actually  worth. 
If  the  process  of  the  law,  which  was 
framed  to  compel  payments  in  standard 
coin,  when  coin  could  be  procured,  is 
now  to  be  used,  as  an  instrument  to  ii»- 
pose  arbitrary  conditions  of  payment, 
when  coin  cannot  be  procured.  Bank  notes 
may  become  depreciated  in  public  esti- 
mation. If  they  pass,  as  in  justice  they 
ought  to  do,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  at  par 
between  man  and  man,  they  are  not  likely 
to  stand  depreciated  in  the  dailv  trans- 
actions of  life.  Every  man  in  toe  com- 
munity ought  to  have  a  common  interest 
in  upholding  their  credit,  which  will  not 
be  the  ca«*e,  if  creditors  are  allowed  to 
dictate  the  rate  at  which  they  alone  will 
ODnseiH  to  receive  them.  With  these 
vievrs,  I  am  disposed  to  support  these 
clauses,  as  regulations  salutary  in  them- 
selves, in  aid  of  the  main  object,  which,  I 
must  a^n^in  repeat,  is,  that  the  paper  of  the 
Bank  ot*  England  shall  not  be  exacted, 
under  colour  ot  law,  as  a  depreciated  me- 
dium in  payment  of  debts ;  being  myMlf 
couTinced,  that  it  is  of  a  value  which  eiH 
titles  it,  both  in  equity  and  in  justice,  to 
be  accepted  at  par. 

I  shall  not  detain  the  House  by  com- 
bating the  assertions  brought  forward, 
that  the  present  system  must  lead  to  a 
maxiamm,  and  that  the  fact  of  deprecia- 
tion is  confirmed  by  the  existence  already 
of  two  prices,  a  gold  and  a  paper  price* 
It  is  enough  lo  remarit,  thai  the  veawr* 
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of  a  maxAnmn  eta  never  be  a  rational  relief 
even  in  the  ^ost  undisguised  and  extra- 
vagant state  of  depreciation  to    which 
paper-currencies  (wholly  dissimilar,  be  it 
remembered,  to  ours)  have  ever  been  re* 
doced.     No  human  tyranny  could  render 
a  law  of  nuuimwn  other  than  an  expedient 
to  starve  a  community,  and  to  aggravate 
both  public  and  private  distress.    It  would 
be  a  waste  of  time  to  contend  against  the 
applicability  of  such  a  system  to  a  cur- 
rency such  as  we  possess,  the  solidity  of 
which  no   man  doubts,  and  which  pre- 
serves its  value,  at  this  moment,  compared 
with  all  other  commodities  except  bul- 
lion, as  steadily  as  it  did  in  the  year  1809, 
when  4he  present  excessive  price  of  gold 
took  its  rise;  and  as  to  the  question  of  two 
prices,  if  the  fact  of  such  a  practice  pre- 
vailing was  proved,  still  I  should  deny, 
that  this  necessarily  established  the  fact  of 
depreciation:  on  the  contrary,  I  should 
contend,  that  this  must  happen,  whenever 
a  difference  of  value  takes  place  for  any 
length  of  time  between  bullion  and  Bank 
paper,  as  the  price  of  bullion  will  sooner 
or  later,  through  fraudulent  operations  on 
the  coin,  affile t,  to  a  degree,  the  value  of 
guineas  ;  but,  as  I  maintain,  that  this  dis- 
parity of  value  may  as  well  arise  from  the 
value  of  guineas  being  raised,  either  from 
the  cause  1  have  now  referred  to,  or  from 
their  scarcity,  as  from  the  value  of  Bank 
paper  being  depressed  ;  and  as  every  test 
at  this  moment  conspires  to  prove,  that 
gold  has  greatly  risen,  and  none,  when 
fairly  examined,  except  the  comparison 
with  gold  itself,  suggests  that  Bank* notes 
bave  fallen  ;    were  even  two  prices  as 
universal  here,  as  they  have  been  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  for  years,  I  should  still 
aay,  that  the  depreciation  of  Bank-notes, 
in  the  practical  or  ordinary  sense  of  that 
expression,  was  by  no  means  the  necessary 
consequence  ;  and  that  depreciation  could 
not  be  truly   imputed   to  the   paper  of 
the  Bank  of  England  at  the  present  mo- 
ment. 

Having  argued  against  the  modeof  pay- 
ment  insisted  on  by  my  lord  King,  and,  as 
1  trust,  established  its  injustice,  it  may  be 
asked  how  kt  comes  thai  a  system,  which 
is  unjun  in  Great  Britain,* should  be  tole- 
rated in  Ireland,  and  why,  when  parlia- 
ment is  legislating  upon  this  subject,  Ire- 
land should  be  specially  excepted  out  of 
the  Bill  ?  The  question  is  a  fair  one,  and  I 
•hall  endeavour  to  assign  satisfactory  rea- 
sons, for  not  at  present  extending  the 
measure  ta  Ireland,  more  especially  at  this 
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late  period  of  the  session,  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  members  from  that  part  of  the 
United  kingdom. 

When  it  is  stated,  that  the  practice, 
which  it  is  intended  by  this  Bill  to  pro- 
Jiibit  in  Great  Britain,  has  long  prevailed 
in  Ireland,  it  is  material  to  distinguish  be« 
tween  the  practice  of  Ireland  generally, 
and  of  a  few  ofthe-Northern  counties,  per« 
haps  not  more  than  four  or  five  in  number. 
In  all  other  parts  of  Ireland,  the  rents  have 
been  invariably  paid  in  Bank-notes,  and  I 
have  never  heard  an  instance  of  any  land^ 
lord  refusing  to  receive  them  at  par.  The 
practice  in  the  Northern  counties,  where 
the  rents  are  paid  in  coin,  is  very  distin- 
guishable from  lord  Kind's  case*  In  those 
counties,  no  other  medium  than  coin  has 
ever  been  taken  for  rent.  Guineas  have 
been  uniformly  the  medium  of  payment 
between  landlord  and  tenant,  both  before 
and  since  the  Bank  Restriction  Att ;  and 
guineas  have,  at  all  times,  borne  a  pre- 
mium in  the  North  of  Ireland.  The  only 
new  feature  in  the  Irish  case  is  the  in- 
creased amount  of  the  premium  requisite 
to  ptocure  guineas.  In  November  last, 
when  I  left  Ireland,  it  did  not  exceed  from 
2  to  3  per  cent.  It  has  since  risen  ai 
high  as  15  per  cent.,  but  has  latterly  fallen 
considerably ;  whereas,  in  Great  Britain^ 
the  uniform  practice  has  beeiv,  to  pay  rents 
not  in  coin,  but  in  Bank  paper;  and  no 
instance  has  occurred,  till  the  present, 
of  its  being  refused  to  be  accepted  at 
par. 

The  Irish  landlords  appear  then  to  have 
a  much  stronger  claim  in  equity,  to  ad- 
here to  a  practice  long  established  be- 
tween them  and  their  tenantry,  and  which 
has  been  therefore  no  surprise  upon  the 
latter,  than  my  lord  King  has  to  introduca 
at  this  moment,  a  novel  mode  of  payment 
under  a  dormant  stipulation  in  a  lease; 
and  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  the 
same  set  of  circumstances  which  have  de- 
termined lord  King  to  adopt,  for  the  first 
time,  the  Irish   practice,  should  have  in- 
duced the  landlords  in  Ireland,  if  not  to 
abandon,  at  least  materially  to  relax  theirs  ; 
for  they  not  only  have  very  generally,  for 
the  accommodation  of  their  tenantry,  con« 
sented  to  accept  their  rents  in  Bank-notes; 
but  they  have  accepted  them  on  terms 
much  more  favourable  to  their  tenantry, 
than  a  rate  calculated  on  the  premium 
of  the  day  for  guineas.    A  premium,  it 
is  true,  has  generally  been  required,  sel- 
dom however  higher  than  from  2f  to  5 
per  cent.;  but  nothing  approaching  to 
(30) 
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the  latter  state  of  things,  in  a  description 
of  currency,  only  to  be  found  in  general 
circulation  in  the  former. 

I  have  been  induced  thus  to  dwell  upon 
the  principle  of  lord  King's  notice,  be- 
cause in  truth  the  Bill  originates  in  that 
document.  It  is  impossible  to  argue' the 
question,  as  affecting  the  public,  without 
bringing  forward  the  noble  lord's  name, 
and  discussing  the  demand  made  as  his 
measure.  I  have  done  so,  I  trust,  without 
personal  disrespect.  My  object  has  been, 
without  reflecting  on  the  noble  lord's  iri- 
tentipns,  to  argue  fairly,  whilst  I  protest 
strongly,  against  the  course  his  lordship 
haspursued  in  the  instance  before  U9. 

With  respect  to  the  enactments  of  the 
Bill,  they  are  principally  open  to  objec- 
tion, aa  an  imperfect  remedy  to  the  case 
to  be  provided  for ;  they  protect  the  te- 
nant against  summary  distress,  but  they 
leave  him  exposed  to  all  the  other  legal 
remedies,  with  which  the  law  arms  a  cre- 
ditor against  the  person  and  property  of 
liis  debtor ;  but  I  look  upon  the  Bill  as  a 
legislative  declaration  on  the  principle  of 
the  question,  the  import  of  which  cannot 
be  mistaken,  and  it  has  my  approbation  as 
such.  1  trust  it  may  be  unnecessary  to 
go  further ;  but  if  it  should,  parliament,  I 
hope,  will  not  hesitate  in  performing  the 
duty,  which  may  in  that  case  be  cast 
upon  it. 

With  respect  to  the  other  proTisioas  of 
the  Bill,  namely,  those  which  render  it  a 
misdemeanor  to  receive  more  for  a  guinea, 
or  less  for  a  Bank-note,  than  their  standard 
and  accustomed  ralue^  I  consider  them  as 
of  very  subordinate  importance  to  the 
clause  we  have  been  hitherto  considering. 
So  far  as  the  clause  prohibiting  Bank-notes 
from  being  receiTud  at  less  than  the  sum 
for  which  they  were  issued,  may  render  it 
illegal  to  claim,  or  accept  them  in  dis- 
charge of  a4leb't  to  a  greater  amount,  fhat 
is,  at  a  viilne  inferior  to  their  nominal 
▼alue,  it  meets  precisely  the  case  to  be 
provided  for,  ana  it  pats  the  creditor  in 
the  situation  I  wish  to  see  him  placed  in, 
that  is,  that  he  shall  be  obliged  to  accept 
the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  at  par,  or 
not  at  all,  whilst  the  Bank  restriction  act 
Jasts.  The  other  prohibition  against  pur- 
chasing the  coin  of  the  realm  at  more  than 
its  legal  value,  is  of  less  consequence,  but 
may  be  of  some  use,  as  tending  to  discou- 
rage a  traflic  in  guineas,  a  practice  novel 
at  least  in  this  part  of  the  empire,  not  re- 
qoisiie  if  creditors  are  protected  from  the 
jipecies  of  demand,  against  which  I  have 
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been  contending,  and  tvbich  is  principr 
carried  on  by  persons,  vrho  make  s  ir% 
of  melting,  and  exporting  (hu*  sUiufs 
coin,  a  practice  which  lawr  cannot  prerti 
but  which  it  may  be  expedient,  as  hir  i 
possible,  by  penalty,  to  ch«ck  and  com 
teract. 

The  object  of  the  Bill  is   not  by  kwtt 
attempt  to  give  to  a  guinea,  or  a  fiis^- 
note,  a  compulsory  value;  no  hmatid 
have  this  effect ;  and  it  v^ould  be  ttnjc4,if 
it  were  possible  that  it  should.     In  ail  pn- 
spective  bargains,  where  the  parties  know 
what  is  to  be  the  medium   of  psyncx 
whether  guineas  or  Bank-notes,  no  /f 
can,  or  ought  to  restrain  them  firom  framiaf 
the  price  of  the  commodity  sold,  witbn- 
ference  to  their  opinion  of  the  mi  ra^'^c/ 
the  currency  to  be  received,  wht  '  trt 
be  a  value  depending  upon  j:r*^Sit,  cr  tix 
intrinsic  value  of  the  medium  itself.   Tk 
intention  is  to  deprive   creditori,  doriof 
the  interval  ot  cash  pajments  bcia^^ 
pended  at  the  Bank,  of  the  power  legillt 
to  compel  debtors  to   psy    tbeo  Bui' 
notes,  at  less  than  they  are  actually  worti 
If   the  process  of  the    law,  which  «v 
framed  to  compel  payments  in  stsods^ 
coin,  when  coin  could    be   procured,  ■ 
now  to  be  used,  as  an  instrumenl  to  «- 
pose    arbitrary   conditions    of  psyoieBtt 
when  coin  cannot  be  procured.  Bank  im^ 
may  become  depreciated  in  public  e** 
ination.    If  they  pass,  as  isi  justice  tbcf 
ought  to  da,  in  the  eye  of  the  /sw,  »f  P^ 
between  man  and  man,  they  are  not  likeij 
to  stand  depreciated  in  the  dailr  if^ 
actions  of  life.    Every  man  in  the  eem' 
monity  ought  to  hare  a  common  intsrctf 
in  upholding  their  credit,  which  will  o^ 
be  the  ca^ie,  if  creditors  are  allow«i  tt 
dictate  the  rate  at  which  they  alone  iritf 
eonseqt    to   receive   them.    With  tbes 
▼lews,  I  am  disposed  to  support  then 
clauses,  as  regulations  salutary  in  tb^' 
selves,  in  aid  of  the  main  object,  *b^^^ 
must  aii^in  repeat,  is,  that  the  f^P^'^^^ 
Bank  oi  England  shall  not  be  eiic^ 
under  colour  of  law,  as  a  depreciated  0^ 
diom  in  payment  of  debts;  heisgniy*^ 
convinced,  that  it  is  of  a  value  which  i** 
titles  it,  both  in  e^ity  and  in  jnitice,  1^ 
be  accepted  at  par. 

I  shall  not  detain  the  Hoaae  by  com- 
bating the  assertions  brought  forwsrBi 
that  the  present  system  must  lesd  to  * 
maximum,  and  that  the  fact  of  dy^^  j 
tion  is  confirmed  by  the  existence  slreHj  j 
of  two  prices,  a  gold  and  a  ptpc^  V^ 
It  is  enough  lo  remark,  that  tbs  96*^ 
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of  a  maxumm  can  never  be  a  rational  relief 
«Ten  in  the  ;nost  undisguised  and  extra- 
vagant state  of  depreciation  to    which 
paper-currencies  (wholly  dissimilar,  be  it 
remembered,  to  ours)  have  ever  been  re- 
duced.    No  human  tyranny  could  render 
a  law  of  maximum  other  than  an  expedient 
to  starve  a  community,  and  to  aggravate 
both  pvblic  and  private  distress.    It  would 
be  a  waste  of  time  to  contend  against  the 
applicability  of  such  a  system  to  a  cur- 
rency such  as  we  possess,  the  solidity  of 
which  no   man  doubts,  and  which  pre- 
serves its  value,  at  this  moment,  compared 
with  all  other  commodities  except  bul- 
lion, as  steadily  as  it  did  in  the  year  1809, 
when  4he  present  excessive  price  of  gold 
took  its  rise;  and  as  to  the  question  of  two 
prices,  if  the  fact  of  such  a  practice  pre- 
vailing was  proved,  still  I  should  deny, 
that  this  necessarily  established  the  fact  of 
depreciation:  on  the  contrary,  I  should 
contend,  that  this  must  happen,  whenever 
a  difference  of  value  takes  place  for  any 
length  of  time  between  bullion  and  Bank 
paper,  as  the  price  of  bullion  will  sooner 
or  later,  through  fraudulent  operations  on 
the  coin,  affect,  to  a  degree,  the  value  of 
guineas  ;  but,  as  I  maintain,  that  this  dis- 
parity of  value  may  as  well  arise  from  the 
value  of  guineas  being  raised,  either  from 
the  cause  1  have  now  referred  to,  or  from 
their  scarcity,  as  from  the  value  of  Bank 
paper  being  depressed  ;  and  as  every  test 
at  this  moment  conspires  to  prove,  that 
gold  has  greatly  risen,  and  none,  when 
fairly  examined,  except  the  comparison 
with  gold  itself,  suggests  that  Bank-notes 
have  fallen  ;    were  even  two  prices  as 
universal  here,  as  they  have  been  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  for  years,  I  shoukl  still 
say,  that  the  depreciation  of  Bank-notes, 
ill  the  practical  or  ordinary  sense  of  that 
expression,  was  by  no  means  the  necessary 
consequence  ;  and  that  depreciation  could 
not  be  truly   imputed   to  the   paper  of 
the  Bank  of  £ngland  at  the  present  mo- 
ment 

Having  argued  against  the  mode  of  pay- 
ment insisted  on  by  my  lord  King,  and,  as 
I  trust,  established  its  injustice,  it  may  be 
asked  how  it  comes  that  a  system,  which 
is  unjust  in  Great  Britain,* should  be  tole- 
rated in  Ireland,  and  why,  when  parlia- 
ment is  legislating  upon  this  subject,  Ire- 
land should  be  specially  excepted  out  of 
the  Bill }  The  question  is  a  fair  one,  and  I 
shall  endeavour  to  assign  satisfactory  rea- 
sons, for  not  at  present  extending  ^he 
ineasure  to  Ireland,  more  ejpecially  at  thii 
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late  period  of  the  session,  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  members  from  that  part  of  tha 
United  kingdom. 

When  it  is  stated,  that  the  practice* 
which  it  is  intended  by  this  Bill  to  pro* 
Jiibit  in  Great  Britain,  has  long  prevailed 
in  Ireland,  it  is  material  to  distinguish  be- 
tween the  practice  of  Ireland  generally, 
and  of  a  few  of  t he-Northern  counties,  per* 
haps  not  more  than  four  or  five  in  number. 
In  all  other  parts  of  Ireland,  the  rents  have 
been  invariably  paid  in  Bank-notes,  and  I 
have  never  heard  an  instance  of  any  land** 
lord  refusing  to  receive  them  at  par.   The 
practice  in  the  Northern  counties,  where 
the  rents  are  paid  in  coin,  is  very  distin- 
guishable from  lord  King's  case.    In  thosQ 
counties,  no  other  medium  than  coin  has 
ever  been  taken  for  rent.     Guineas  have 
been  uniformly  the  medium  of  payment 
between  landlord  and  tenant,  both  before 
and  since  the  Bank  Restriction  Att ;  and 
guineas  have,  at  all  times,  borne  a  pre- 
mium in  the  North  of  Ireland.    The  only 
new  feature  in  the  Irish  case  is  the  in- 
creased amount  of  the  premium  requisite 
to  procure  guineas.     In  November  last, 
when  I  left  Ireland,  it  did  not  exceed  from 
2  to  3  per  cent.     It  has  since  risen  at 
high  as  1-5  per  cent.,  but  has  latterly  fallen 
considerably ;   whereas,  in  Great  Britain^ 
the  uniform  practice  has  beei^  to  pay  rente 
not  in  coin,  but  in  Bank  paper;  and  no 
instance   has  occurred,  till  the  present, 
of  its  being  refused  to  be  accepted  at 
par. 

The  Irish  landlords  appear  then  to  have 
a  much  stronger  claim  in  equity,  to  ad- 
here to  a  practice   long  established  be- 
tween them  and  their  tenantry,  and  which 
has  been  therefore  no  surprise  upon  the 
latter,  than  my  lord  King  has  to  introduca 
at  this  moment,  a  novel  mode  of  payment 
under  a  dormant  stipulation  in  a  lease; 
and  it  is  not  a  little  Remarkable,  that  tha 
same  set  of  circumstances  which  have  de* 
termined  lord  King  to  adopt,  for  the  first 
time,  the  Irish   practice,  should  have  in- 
duced the  landlords  in  Ireland,  if  not  to 
abandon,  at  least  materially  to  relax  theirs  ; 
for  they  not  only  have  very  generally,  for 
the  accommodation  of  their  tenantry,  con« 
sented  to  accept  their  rents  in  Bank*notes; 
but  they  have  accepted  them  on  terms 
much  more  favourable  to  their  tenantry, 
than  a  rate  calculated  on  the  premium 
of  the  day  for  guineas.    A  premium,  it 
is  tri^e,  has  generally  been  required|  sel- 
dom however  higher  than  from  2f  to  6 
per  cent,;  but  nothing  approaching  to 
(3Q) 
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the  scale  of  lord  King'i  demand  has  been 
adopted  as  a  general  practice  in  any  part 
of  Ireland. 

Whilst  I  contend  that  the  practice  at 
this  moment  in  the  north  of  Jreland,  be* 
tvreen  landlord  and  tenant,  is  one  of 
much  greater  induli^ence  to  the  tenantry, 
than  the  rule  lord  King  is  inclined  to  \nf 
down ;  and  whilst  I  consider  that  the  state 
of  things  in  that  poltion  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  growing  out  of  a  long  establish* 
ed  usage,  which  has  of  late  been  accom- 
modating itself  to  the  conveniejic^  of  the 
parties,  rather  than  taking  any  norel 
thape  of  disadrantage  to  the  tenants,  do 

not  constitute  a  case  of  such, pressing  in- 1  eetablisbed  was  this  praciice^  that  I  rccs)* 
convenience,  as  should  induce  pariiameiU,  lect  *rhen  Mr.  Pelhaim  (dow  carl  of  Cin* 
ia  the  absence  of  the  Iti^h  tiiembers,  to 
enter  upon  the  censiderati<in  of  a  qTTestioa 
of  so  local  a  nature ;  1  am  at  the  same  time 
free  to  confess,  that,  if  the  practice  in  the 
north  of  Ireland  should  not  take  some  more 
fettled  shape,  before  the  nest  session  of 
parliament ;  and  if  the  difficulty  of  pro* 
curing  coin  should  continue  to  be  as  great 
as  it  has  latterly  be?n,  it  may  become  fleces 


other  commoditi^  uritli  bank-Holes,  « 
credits  npon  Dublin,  obtnined  any  com- 
derable  rapnly  of  guioesis»  was  by  appljp- 
ing  to  the  the  agenti  of  omo  oF  propeitv, 
who  supplied  them  with  wliat  tbsy  » 
quired  at  a  premium,  Tarylng  accordisf 
to  the  supply  and  dnnsuid  in  diflereot 
parte  of  tha  country.  The  same  practice 
preraile^,  under  the  anthority  ot  goTcn* 
ment,  in  the  payment  of  tbe  army*  He 
paymaster*  of  regimeiita  procured  ^, 
by  similar  ineans,  to  iksUe  the  aobstsuntt 
to  the  trodps;  and  were  directed  to  chvfi 
the  premium  paid  for  gdiaeaa  ia  their  css- 
tingeftt  accotmts  with   |fovenuBent   & 


Chester)  wu  chief  secretary  in  Ireloi 
for  the  purpose  of  intnsducing  grssni 
economy  into  the  charge-  of  conreniif 
Bank*nole8  into  the  guineas  requbitefff 
the  army,  that  district  paymasters  were 
appointed  to  supftrlnteud  this  hrancb  of 
the  pnblieaerYtce. 

'  It  may  be  tM,  why  then  prohibit  bf 

l^w  a  practice  in  Bngland,  wl^ch  has  m 

aary  to  apply  a  legislaiiTe  correclire  to  the    long  prevailed  whhout  inconvteience  is 


evil ;  for  an  evil  it  must  be  admitted  to  be 
of  the  greatest  magnitude,  that  between  the 
landlords  and  tenantry  of  a  country,  ho 
fixed  rate  of  parment  should  preicail ;  but 
that  it  should  be  at  the  discretion  of  each 
particular  lap.liurd  to  decide,  whether  bis 
tenant  is  to  pay  him,  as  an  inducement  to 
accept  bank-notes,  the  (till  prem^tii  &t 
which  guineas  are  bought  and  sold,  wtffbh 
has  been  as  high  as  15  per  cent,  and  otay 
be  still  higher;  or  whether  h<^  is  to  pay  nc 
an  inferior  rate,  and  what ;  for  ^owever 
Cfish  payments,  ill  those  particular  coun* 
ties,  may  rest  upon  aticfent  and  uninter^ 
rupted  usa^e,  yiet  it  must  be  admitted, 
that  it  has  become  a  very  new  question  in 


Irelaiid  ?  and  tha  hon.  and  learned  nen* 
ber-^Mr.  Brougham)  hea  recommendedi 
that  coin,  like  all  other  commodim 
should  bp  iuRred  to  find  iu  own  lewl 
and  he  has  argiled«  thal.this  would  opersie 
adyantftgebusW  in  bringing  back  coin,snd 
in  keeping  it  tb  eirculation.  Perhaps  so 
serif^us  inoonTcnience  iroatd  arise  irom 
such  ^  practice  fiHftailing,  so  far  as  retd; 
mdhey  dca!tn|(s  are  concerned !  but  wM 
the  question  is,  what  the  law  can  io  jo* 
tice  Enforce  in  ^satisfaction  of  a  d^ht,  tbi 
practical  objectlqn  to  tbe  hfuu  member'i 
suggestion  shows  iuelf ;  it  by  no  mestt 
follows,  that  a  system  which  msy  hsfs 
prerailed  in  a  comer  of  the  empire  for  t 


impotoible  not  to  foresee,  that  great  public 
inconvenience  and  discontent  is  likely  to 
be  produced,  by  the  unequal  measure  of 
indulgence  difi'Tcnt  landlords  may  think 
fit  to  deal  out  to  Ctoir  tenantry  under  such 
circumstances^ 

^  have  before  obsetved  that  a  premium 
on  guineas  has  always  prevailed  in  the 
north  of  Ireland,  even  before  the  Bank 
Restriction  Act  took  place.  There  being 
at  that  time  no  private  banks  issuing  notes 
in  that  part  of  the  kingdom,  whose  busi- 
ness led  them  to  hold  cash  at  the  requisi* 
tior  of  the  holders  of  their  paper,  the 
usual  mode  by  which  dealers,  who  came 
from  a  distance  to  purchase  linens^  or 


practice  between  the  parties;   and  it  is    ten^  of  time,  without  any  serious iocoof 
.  ..^.       ..    n  .t  .  ...      ▼enienoe,  may  not,  if  suddenly  extsndw 

to  the  whole  empire,  be  productive  bots 
of  mischief  and  calamity :  bat  it  it  oti 
true,  to  suppose,  that  no  inconvenience 
hu  been  experienced  with  respect  toi 
circulating  medium  regulated  upontoci 
principles,  even  in  the  limited  portion  ot 
Ireland  where  it  has  prevailed.  Frofli  the 
scarcity  of  guineas,  and  their  conseqato' 
high  price  (coin  being  the  only  ™*"^? 
in  Which  transactions  were*  condocteo]i 
the  inconvenience  became  so  great,  tM 
by  general  consent,  bank-notes  ^J^ 
the  prevailing  currency  iu  ordiwtfy  ^•*** 
ings,  and  it  is  only  in  discharge  of  reoV» 
that  payment  in  guineas  hu  ^sen  tott^v 
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reqainMl.    Etca  oo  this  fcdoctd  90t\%,  of 
demand  for  goineal*  oonsidenibie  difficuUf 
has  pGcurred  io  procuring  ibe  necetitry 
supply,  and.  tbe  premium  hu  ai  timet  be- 
come excemively  high ;   how  great  then 
nmsi  be  the  difficolty,  and  the  premium, 
if  (lie  demand  for  coin  as  a  medium  indis- 
pensable  to  the  payment  of  rent*  should 
be  extended  oTcr  the  wboJe  empire;  and 
what  an  unjust  scale  would  such  a  compe- 
tition for^gntneai  a£R>rd  for  regulating  an 
increajed  payment  of  rent  in  notes !  no- 
thing could  be  more  accidental,  fluctuat- 
ing and  oppressive,  than  such  a  standard; 
nnleai  it  was  the  price  of  gold  itself,  when 
the  continental  exchanges  are  under  the 
controul  of  the  enemy,  and  when  all  free* 
dom  of  circulation  is  at  an  end. 

I  admit  the  principle  contended  for  by 
the  learned  member,  that  such  a  premium 
has  a  tendency  to  preserve  guineas  in  cir- 
culation, and  to  counteract  the  profit 
which  leads  to  their  being  melted  and  ex- 
ported ;  but,  for  the  reasons  already  stated. 
It  never  can  be  recognised  as  a  just  mra- 
aure  to  regulate  the  rate  or  value*  at  which 
another  currency  shall  be  received  in  li- 
(|oidattoo  of  a  debt.  As  a  new  regulation 
in  this  country,  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
benefit  which  could  result  from  it,  pos- 
aessing»  as  we  do,. a  currency  adequate 
to  ^1  our  internal  wants,  and,  m  mv  judg- 
ment* neither  depreciated,  nor  liable  to 
depreciation,  so  long  as  its  issue  is  regu- 
lated upon  those  principles  which  have 
hitherto  governed  the  conduct  of  the 
bank  of  England.  ^ 

In  Ireland  I  can  conceive  such  a  prac- 
tice may  have  had  salutary  e£bcta«  It 
has  tended  to  preserve,  to  a  considerable 
degree,  a  metelllc  currency  in  circulation* 
in  a  country  whose  national  bank  did  not 
possess  the  same  proportionable  capital  as 
the  Bank  of  England ;  and  in  which  pri- 
vate capital  does  not  yet  much  abound  for 
the  esublishment  of  private  banks.  It 
wasriinder  such  circumstonces,  advanta* 
geous,  that  the  transition  to  a  circula- 
tilin»  io  which  Bank-notes  were  to  pre- 
ponderate, should  be  gradual ;  that  the 
eftrts  of  credit  to  supply  tbe  demand 
for  currency  should  be  made  with  cir- 
cumspection* both  on  tbe  side  of  the  is- 
suers and  rcjceivers  of  notes;  and  above 
all,  it  required  time  to  reconcile  and  to 
accustom  a  population,  habituated  exclu- 
sively to  coin,  to  tbe  use  of  notes,  to  judge 
of  ibeir  reality,  of  their  preservation,  and 
of  tbe  steps  they  were  to  take  when  the  notes 
wtre  worn  out  to  have  them  renewed. 


That  transition  has  been  silently ,  teking 

eace*  and  I  am  induced  to  believe,  is  so 
r  matured,  that  no  shock  te  credit  or  in-^ 
dustry  need  now  be  apprehended  in  Ire* 
laud,  from  any  regulations  which  parlia- 
ment in  its  wisdom  may  deem  necessary 
to  adopt  for  the  administration  of  justice 
between  man  and  man. 

Tbe  House  will,  I  am  sure,  excuse  my 
having  deteined  them  so  long  on  tbe  ques-. 
tion  as  applied  to  Ireland.  \  The  exclusion 
of  that  country  from  the  provisions  of.  tbe 
act  appeared  to  me  to  require  to  be  exa- 
mined ;  and  I  was  the  more  desirous  of 
oflRsring  some  general  remarks  on  the  pe- 
culiar state  of  the  currency  in  that  part 
ol  the  United  kingdom,  from  the  jiiscon- 
ception  which  has  prevailed  with  respect 
Io  it,  more  especially  observable  in  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  in  1804  on  the 
exchange  between  Great  Briuin  and  Ire* 
land.    , 

With  respect  to  the  extent  of  the  Bank 
issoei^  and  particularly  whether  some 
limit  to  their  amount  ought  not  to  make 
a  part  of  the  present  bill,  as  a  security 
against  depreciation  arising  from  exces- 
sive issues,  I  certeinly  am  one  of  those 
who  admit  that  mischief  might  arise  from 
a  disposition  in  the  Bank  improvidently 
to  extend  their  circulation  or  notes ;  at 
the  seme  time,  I  must  say,  that  the  faci- 
lity of  committing  such  an  abuse,  as  well 
as  the  temptetien  to  do  so,  so  far  as  the 
motive  of  personal  interest  can  be  sup* 
posed  to  influence  the  conduct  of  the 
iNink  directors,  has  been  most  unreasona- 
bly exaggerated  in  argument.  I  am  also 
rndy  to  admit*  that,  in  proportion  as  the 
system  founded  on  the  bank  restriction  act 
is  protracted  in  point  of  time,  and  fortified 
by  provisions,  such  as  the  present  bill  con- 
Uins*  it  becomes  more  strongly,  not  only 
.the  right*  but  the  duty  of  parliament,  to 
impose  such  restraints  upon  the  Bank  as 
may  appear  calculated  to  protect  the  com* 
munity  at  large  against  any  improper  em- 
ployment of  the  discretion,  which  is  now 
exercised  by  the  bank.  It  is  not  therefore 
under  any  doubt  of  what  the  right,  as 
well  as  t£e  duty  of  the  House  is,  nor  yet 
of  the  principle*  that  a  due  caution  on  the 
part  of  the  bank  is  necessary  to  be  ob- 
served, with  respect  to  the  amount  of 
their  notes  in  circulation,  that  induces  me 
more  than  to  doubt  the  expediency  of 
such  a  regulation.  I  am  conscious  much 
depends  on  a  sound  exercise  of  that  dis- 
cretion* but  I  know  of  no  better  security 
for  its  due  exercise,  than  that  it  shouM 
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remain  under  the,  superintending  eye  of 
parliameut^  in  the  hands  which  have  hi- 
therto administered  it,  with  so  much  6de- 
lity  and  advantage  to  the  public.  I  see 
great  objection  in  principle  to  any  abso- 
lutely fixed  limit.  To  name  as  the  ex- 
treme amount  a  larger  sum  than  that  now 
ih  circulation,  mi|2;ht  seem  to  countenance 
an  issue  to  that  precise  content.  To  con- 
fine them  within  their  present  amount,  in- 
curs the  risk,  that,  if  the  demand  for  cir- 
culating medium  should  increase  with  the 
growing  prosperity  of  the  country,  the 
supply  will  be  thrown  into  other  and  less 
safe  channels;  and  if  there  is  no  precise 
limit  which  parliament  can  fix  and  ad- 
here to,  and  that  there  can  be  none  is  ob- 
vious from  the  very  nature  of  a  circulat- 
ing medium,  which  ought  to  fluctuate  in 
amount  with  the  extent  of  transactions  to 
ivhich  it  is  applied,  of  all  courses  let  os 
not  expose  ourselves  to  be  called  on  to  sit 
in  judgment,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the 

auantum  of  issue  required,  which  must  be 
le  case  if  this  limitation  is  to  be  relaxed, 
from  time  to  time,  upon  a  case  to  be  made 
out  before  papHament,  by  the  bank*  of  its 
necessity. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  a  considerable 
degree  of  jealousy  should  prevail  with  re- 
spect to  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  in 
any  hands  ;  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that 
much  of  the  fiseling  excited  on  what  is 
called  the  bullion  question,  has  originated 
in  a  disinclination,  not  the  most  enlighten- 
ed, which  mankind  have  in  general  to  ob- 
serve a  corporate  body,  fitich  as  the  bank 
of  England,  amassing  unusual  gains,  even 
though  growing  out  of  an  exercise  of  their 
''credit,  which ,  contributes  to  the  accom- 
modation of  every  individual  in  the  com- 
munity. But  what  I  can  least  understand, 
is,  that  any  man  should  condescend  so  far  in 
controversy,  as  to  attempt  to  draw  a  parallel 
between  the  assignats  of  France,  and  the 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  England :  between 
a  paper  issued  by  a  bankrupt  government, 
upon  no  other  alleged  security  at  the  time 
than  the  national  domains  of  France, 
vrhich  standing  on  a  revolutionary  title, 
sold  almost  for  nothing ;  between  a  paper 
forcibly  issued  to  pay  debts,  and  to  carry 
on  the  current  services  of  a  state,  and  one 
issued  by  a  private  corporation  with  a 
Tiew  to  their  own  immediate  profit,  ami 
on  what  they  deem  solid  and  indisputable 
security  ;  between  a  paper  forced  upon  its 
subjects  by  a  government  wiiioh  has  no 
other  means  of  payment;  and  a  paper 
never  issued,  except  at  the  instance  of  per- 
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sons,  ready  to  deposit  ralae,  and  consent- 
ing to  pay  5  per  cent  for  the  iemporsri 
u^eofit.  To  infer  thata  paper 'circuJatieoi, 
founded  on  such  principles,  must  follev 
the  course  of  French  assignats,  and  tbe 
other  forced  currencies  we  have  witnessed 
in  modern  limes,  does  appear  to  me  sock 
a  substitution  of  clamour  and  a^sertioB 
in  the  place  of  sober  sense,  aa  hardly  to 
deserve  notice. 

At  the  same  time  I  cannot  ^ronder,  that 
men  of  reflecting  minda   should   hesitate, 
upon   the  practicability    of    a    correncr 
resting  for  any  length  of    time  with  m- 
diminished  credit,  upon  any  other  than  a 
metallic  basis,  which  shala  afibrd  to  evm 
man  the  facility  of  possessing  coin  wbeo* 
ever  he  prefers  it  to  bank    paper.      1  ^ 
mit  the  present  is  the  first  instance  in  tb« 
hifipry  of  the  world  of  such  a  system  be- 
ing  realized  ;    and  I  kno^v    of  no  otha  I 
country  in  which  it  could  have  been  a^ 
tempted  with  any  prospect    of  success;   ' 
but  happily  the  principles  of  private  and 
public  integrity  are  so  deeply  rooted  in    \ 
all  our  money  transactions^  and  the  di^-   I 
cretion  with  which  the  Barbk  conducts  iu 
afikirs,  and  its  unparal^led   wealth,  are 
both  so  universally  knowa  and  conBded 
in,  as  to  render  inferences    drawn  from 
other  countries  inapplicable   to  this.     I 
must  therefore  protest  against  an  zMamp- 
tion  of  impracticability  drawn  from  tudi 
premises.     The  experience    of    fourteeo 
years  is  a  tolerably  decisive    proof  t^ 
other  way  ;  and  I  think  it  is  quite  impos- 
sible to  point  out,  in  our  present  situstios# 
any  thing  which  indicates  that  the  credit 
of  the  country,   administered    upon  tlia 
system,  is  not,  at  this  day.  as  hfgh  at  heme 
and  abroad,  and  as  eftertive,  to  all  ibc 
purposes  of  national  industry,  and  of  o^' 
tional  exertion,  as  it  was  at  any  former  pe- 
riod  ;•  and  I  would  counsel  those,  who  are 
disposed  to  set  limits  to  the  uperauuiisof 
credit,  to  reflect,  that  many  of  the  pna* 
ciples  upon  which  they  argue  againsi  tb« 
existing  system,  might  prove  as  fatal  to 
a  mixed  circulation,  as  to  the  one  wbicb 
now,  as  a  tempoiary  expedient,  prevails; 
both  exist  only  by  public  confidence:  sod 
it  is  a  question  only  of  degree,  bow  /of^ 
either  shall  survive  such  doctrines  of  dii* 
trust,  if  unhappily  they  could  be  impltot* 
ed  in  the  public  mind* 

But  it  is  denied,  that  this  system  does 
answer  the  same  end,  even  for  papos^  ^ 
internal  circulation,  as  our  mixea  correocf 
did ;  and  it  is  said,  look  at  the  situstioo  of 
aoatiitanu  and  persons  with  fixed  iocooNi 
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of  all  detcriptions,  how  reduced  relatively 
in  situation  I  What  my  lord  King  says  is, 
put  me  back  into  the ,  litoation  I  stood  in 
before  the  restriction  act  passed  in  1797, 
and  let  me  have  a  currency*  which  will 
produce  to  me,  what  that  for  which  I  bar«> 
gained  then  did.    Now  let  us  separate  this 
question  into  the  two  proposittt^ns  of  which 
it  consists.     I  cannot  undertake  to  relicTe 
lord  King,  nor  is  it  just  he  should  be  re- 
lieved from  the  mortgage  on  his  property, 
ivhich  has  taken  place  since  17U7,  the  re- 
auli  of  fourteen  years  of  progressive  taxa* 
tion.     The  taxes  have  been  nearly  trebled 
in  amount  during  that  period.   These  taxes 
were  intended  to  attach  both  directly  and 
indirectly  upon  fixed  incomes ;  and  it  is 
obvious,  supposing  even  the  currency  had 
remained  unchanged,  that  the  power  of 
purclysing  with  a  certain  amount  of  in- 
come must  be  very  diisimilar  at  the  pre- 
sent day.    If  then  much  of  this  alle^d 
grievance  arises  from  increased  taxation, 
and  other  increased  charges  aflfecting  the 
price  of  commodities,  better  proofs  must 
be  furnished  to  me,  than  any  I  have  yet 
heard,  before  I  pan  allow  that  any  part  of 
the  evil  can  be  fairly  charged  upon  the 
particular  species  of  currency  in  use  at  the 
present  moment.    That  fixed  incomes  are 
deteriorated  in  value  since  the  year  1797, 
is  admitted ;  but  what  remains  to  be  proved 
is,  that  a  fixed  income  would  have  gone 
further  at  this  day,  if  the  necessity  for  the 
restriction  act  had  never  occurred,  and  if 
the  Bank  had  continued  uninterruptedly 
to  pay  their  notes  on  demand  in  cash. 

As  throwing  some  light  on  this  question, 
we  know  distinctly  that  internal  prices 
have  not  been  sensibly  advanced  since  the 
beginning  of  1 809,  when  the  present  ex- 
cessive rise  upon  gold,  and  fall  of  the  fo- 
reiffn  exchanges,  took  place;  and  ante- 
cedent to  which  appearances,  it  could  not 
be  alleged  that  Bank-notes  w^re  in  any 
sense  depreciated.  We  have  then  con- 
clusive evidence,  that  fixed  incomes  suf- 
fered to  the  extent  they  are  now  impaired, 
when  Bank-notes  and  bullion  were  at  par 
with  each  other,  and  that  they  have  not 
been  further  affected  since  Bank-notes  have 
cessed  to  bear  their  accustomed  relation 
with  the  precious  metals.  We  further 
know,  that  in  France,  where  coin  alone 
circulates  (with  the  exception  of  the  small 
quantity  of  notes  issued  by  the  Bank  at 
rarii),  a  corresponding  rise  in  the  price  of 
commodities  has  taken  place,  very  pro- 
bably from  the  same  cause,  the  pressure  of 
'  *-'-  *-  jg  yf^  heavy  in  France  at 
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the  present  moment.  The  French  govern* 
ment,  in  an  official  dbcument,  viz.  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Daru,  "  Intendantde  i'£m- 
pereur,''  in  January  18 10,  when  proposing 
to  the  legislative  body  to  annex  certain 
national  domains  to  the  crown,  stated,  that 
the  real  value  of  money  had  lallen  since 
the  year  1 79 1 « in  France,  to  such  a  degree, 
that  the  same  income  did  not  then  repre« 
sent  more  than  two  thirds  of  %  hat  it  had 
been*worth  at  the  period  referred  to.  This 
is  further  corroborated  by  a  report  of  the 
Agricultural  Society  at  Paris  in  1805. 
Where  then  is  the  proof,  that  the  dete* 
rioration  of  fixed  incomes  is  a  hardship 
peculiar  to  Great  Britain,  or  to  the  partis 
colar  nature  of  our  currency  ?  Annuitants 
and  all  possessors  of  fixed  incomes  may 
repine,  when  they  compare  their  lot  in 
society  with  the  proprietors  of  land, .  and 
others  deriving  their  subsistence  fiom  their 
industry,  who  can  indemnify  themselves 
by  an  advance  of  price  upon  their  land  or 
labour ;  but  this  is  it^  grievance,,  it  is  in 
the  nature  of  things  it  should  be  so ;  and 
when  capital  is  invested,  the  origipal  cost 
of  the  land  or  annuity  is  regulated  accor- 
dingly. That  the  active  member  of  the 
society  should  preserve  his  station  better 
than  the  inactive,  is  no  hardship.  It  is 
open  to  every  man  who  possesses  a  fixed 
income,  to  be  active  if  he  thinks  fit.  The 
lot  of  women  and  children*  dependent  oa 
small  annuities,  Jnay  be  more  severe,  so 
far  as  it  is  their  misfortune,  and  not  their 
faulty  that  they  are  inactive.  Such  per- 
sons are  much  to  be  commiserated ;  but 
this  is  an  evil  incident  to  human  society, 
and  establishes  nothing  against  the  cur- 
rency. 

Upon  the  whole  of  this  case,  I  am  for 
the  Bill.  The  only  solid  argument  I  have 
heard  against  it  is,  that  it  does  not  go  far 
enough :  this  is  a  detect  which  can  be 
cored  in  another  session,  if  it  should  be 
found  necessary ;  it  goes  at  least  a  certain 
length  to  counteract  an  existing  danger, 
which,  though  circumscribed  as  yet  in  its 
operation,  had,  I  think,  assumed  a  shape 
and  character  which  would  have  made  it 
unsafe  for  parliament  to  separate  without 
evincing  a  determination  to  provide  agi^inst 
its  extension. 

Upon  the  question  itself,  however 
strongly  my  mind  is  impressed  with  the 
injustice  of  the  principle  upon  wtit<  i\  his 
demand  rests,  lord  King  no  doubt  in  in- 
fluenced by  a  conviction  not  less  sincere, 
that  the  course  he  has  pursued  is  perfectly 
defentible;  and  imder  that  conviction^  ai 
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indmdaal,  his  lordihip  is  morally  JQs* 
^  tified  towards  his  tenant  in  what  he  hu 
done ;  bvt  giving  bit  lordship  full  credit 
for  the  parity  of  his  inotives'^  I  cannot  ap- 
plaad  the  discretion  which,  in  the  midst  of 
war,  when  no  man,  whatever  his  view  of 
the  original  policy  of  the  Bank  restriction 
act  might  be,  can  now  see  his  way  to  the 
early  resumption  of  cash  payments,  has  in- 
duced bis  lordship,  as  a  peer  of  parlia* 
ment,  and  a  considerable  landed  pro- 
prietor, to  hazard  a  measure,  which,  if  ge- 
nerally acted  upon,  must  have  inflicted  so 
severe  a  wound  upon  the  public  credit  of 
the  country.  As  the  question  has  arisen, 
parliament  silting,  I  feel  no  uneasiness  on 
vthe  subject.  The  discussion  which  has 
taken  place  will  dissipate  alarm;  and  as 
nothing  in  this  empire  can  long  survive, 
which  will  not  bear  the  test  of  free,  or 
even  adverse  inquiry,  1  have  no  doubt  the 
credit  of  the  paper  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, so  far  from  being  impaired  by  any 
thing  which  has  p#sed,  in  the  late  severe 
ordeal  of  controversy,  to  which  it  has  been 
attbmitted,  will,  on  the  contrary,  the  more 
the  principles  upon  which  it  is  issued  are 
developed,  stand  the  higher  in  the  public 
estimation  ;  and  the  period  I  trust  is  not 
remote,  when  the  transient  apprehensions 
of  patriotism  at  home  will  be  quieted  upon 
this  point,  and  when  the  enemy  will  be' 
made  to  feel,  in  the  unabated  energy  of 
our  exertions  in  carrying  on  the  war,  the 
mighty  difference  which  exists  between  a 
currency,  such  as  we  possess,  and  those 
forced  currencies  with  which  he  has  igno- 
rantly  been  led  to  compare  it. 

In  the  mean  time,  let  us  take  care  that 
the  law  shall  not  be  made  an  instrument 
of  personal  injustice,  which  it  would  be,  if, 
when  the  tenantry  of  the  country,  having 
sold  the  produce  of  their  farms  for  Bank 
of  England  notes,  and  having  contracts 

'  equally  binding  with  the  Bank  as  with 
their  landlords  relative  to  cash  payments, 
the  law  should  interpose,  and  say  to  per- 
sons so  circumstanced,  the  Bank  shall  not 
fulfil  its  contract  with  you,  but  you  shall 
fulfil  your  contract  with  your  landlord. 

'  The  law  calnnot  countenance  so  obvious 
an  injustice ;  it  must  dispose  of  these 
kindred  engagements  upon  one  and  the 
same  principle,  and  refuse,  during  the  con- 
tinuance ok  the  Bank  restriction  act,  to 
compel  persons,  tendering  Bank-notes,  to 
make  their  payments  in  a  currency  which, 
under  t.  e  authority  of  law,  and  for  the 
public  good,  has  ceased  for  m  time  to  be 
the  prevailing  currency  of  the  realn« 


.Mr.  H»  TkonUon  said  he  agreed  in  one 
of  the    concluding   observations  of    the 
noble  lord,  that  any  attempt  to  lioait  the 
issue  of  paper  of  the  Bank  of  Eng^laisd, 
would  not  be  right.    He  agreed  aUo  thai 
it  was  not  fair  to  compare  the  paper  of 
this  country  with  that  of  France.      The 
hon.  gentleman  said  he  was  of  opinioa 
the  bill  did  not  stand  on  the  mere  act  of 
lord  King;  the  discussions  which   it    had 
undergone  in  parliament,  and  the  opinions 
which  had  been  there  given,  gave  it  a  most 
important  feature.    In  various  casea  per- 
sons had  demanded  cash  for  the  dehts  doe 
to  them.    In  one  instance  a  country  bank 
had  been  prosecuted  for  a  small  sum,  which 
the  proprietors  refused  to  pay  ia  ^Id, 
and  the  judges  cast  them  in  tlie  debt  and 
costs,  which  they  were  compelled  to  pay. 
Every  country  banker  was  liable  to  the 
same   form   of  proceeding  for    all    the 
Bank    notes  he  might  issue  under   five 
pounds.    The  efll$ct  which  might   have 
been  produced  upon  country  baus  bat  Ux 
this  bill  was  incalculable,  for  when  tenants 
applied  to  the  banker  for  gold«  he  might 
be  unable  to  pay,  and  so  it  would  ran  on 
through  all  ranks  and  gradations,  each  per- 
son demanding  of  the  other  payment  in 
gold,  and  perhaps  all  unable  to  comply 
with  the  demand.    The  aadden  demand 
For  gold  would,  of  course,  have  the  cfiea 
of  rising  the  price,  as  in  the  demand  Ibr 
wool  some  years  since  i  it  was  fair,  then, 
to  anticipate  the  evils  which  would  natn- 
rally  follow  from  the  trade  in  gold*    He 
should  support  the  bill  on  the  ground  of 
necessity,  but  he  could  not  think  it  was 
desirable  to  carry  it  into  a  pecniaaent 
system.    The  bill  of  1797  ocas  necessary, 
and  as  far  as  it  went  an  admirable  one  for 
its  purposes.    It  would  not  be  proper,  in 
the  event  merely  of  alarm  or  invasioiv  to 
allow  the  conversion  of  paper  into  gold, 
and,  therefore,  as  in  17p7*  itwashiglily 
expedient  to  provide  against  that  evil,  not 
departing  from  the  systsfn  of  1797,  as  a 
temporary    measure.     He    should   have 
given  his  consent  with  reluctance  to  the 
bill,  had  he  not  heard  from  the  Bank  di« 
rectors,  that  the  issues  of  paper  were  re- 
-atricted,  and  consequently  that  the  circuit* 
tidh  of  that  species  of  medium  did  net 
amount  to  more  than  when  the  Bank  fit- 
striction  act   passed.    Adverting  to  the 
issues  from  the  Bank  of  Paris,  he  observed, 
that  the  restriction  on  that  bank  conduced 
to  'the  i^sioration  of  the  value  of  their 
notes.    He  must  object  to  that  part  of  die 
bill  which  proTkted  for  the  aan-sscbsagi 
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of  gold,  exctpt  that  metal  shoald  at  the 
time  be  at  par.    He  thought  the  operation 
of  the  bill  should  in  that  case  have  a  ro- 
troapectiTe,  and  not  a  prospective  view. 
In  looking  at  the  value  of  exchange,  and 
the  difference  in  thenii  he  conceived  if  the 
exportation  of  our  commodities  were  in  a 
great  measnve  restricted,  and  the  importa-^ 
tion  of  those  of  the  Ruler  of  France  for- 
bid, we  might  bj  other  owans  obtain  such 
an  article  (or  in  fict,  gold)  in  return  for 
oar  exports,  *  should  compensate.   Much 
had  bcnen  said  on  the  subject  of  the  depre- 
ciation of  the  paper  of  the  Bank  of  Eng* 
land,  but  he  wished  that  gentlemen,  when 
they  were  so  anxious  to  mark  that  sup- 
posed depreciation,  would  sh^w  at  what 
period  it  began. 

Mr*  ManyaH ,  conceived  that  the  bill 
contained  extraordinary  provisions,  and 
had  been  introduced  under  extraordinary 
cti'^mstances,   in   order   that    miniiters 
might  thereby  read  a  recantation  of  the 
doctrines  they  had  introduced  under  the 
resolutions  grafted  on  the  report  of  the 
Bullion  Committee.     The  bill  went  to 
falsify  all  those  rosolutions,  namely.  That 
Bank  notes  were  equivalent  in  value  to  thc^ 
current  coi^  of  the  realm.  Sk>  far  from  that 
being  the  case>  he  thought  tnat  the  ground 
of  brinf^ing  tite  bill  in  was,  that  tenants 
would,  if  the  law  was  ftot  ilcclared  other- 
wise, be  compelled  to  purchase  guineas  at 
the  rate  of  '27^.  each^  to  pay  their  land- 
lords.   It  was  not  »  little  curious  to  re- 
mark, that  the  supporters  of  the  bill  ad- 
mittd:!  that  the  depreciatloj^  of  paper  was 
«o  t^larming  that  it  was  necessary  to  have 
recourse  to  legislative  interference.  Among 
the  extraordinary  novelties  which  this  bill 
*     introduced,    might    be    enumerated    the 
clause  exceptiirg  Ireland  from  its  operation. 
He  could  not  divine  why  it  was  necessary  to 
leginlate  for  an  evil  where  it  was  not  proved 
to  exist,and  to  refuse  to  legislate  for  the  same 
evil  where  it  did  actually  exist  He,  however, 
could  not  conceive*  on  what  principle  the 
tenantry  of  Ireland  were  to  be  exposed  to 
all  the  hardships  and  difficulttea  which 
would  surround  them,  and  yet  the  people 
of  England  were  to  be  protected  from 
those  hardships,    He  denied,  as  had  been 
asserted,  that  the  commercial  interests  were 
more  afiected  than  the  landed  interest. 
Bot  the  aaoat  extraordinary  of  all  the  pro- 
visions (at  might  be  gathered  from  the  de- 
claration of  the  right  hon.  gentleman)  was 
the  intention  of  making  Bank  notes  a  legal 
tender.    That  this  bill  was  to  be  a  sort  of 
preKminary  step  to  that  object  could  not 
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be  deubted«  The  support  of  ministera 
would  not  have  been  given  to  the  measure 
if  the  fortunes  of  the  empire  were  not  to 
be  staked  upon  its  success. 

Mr.  J,  Smith  condemned  the  plan  of  the 
noble  lord  (King,)  as  leading  to  the  most 
fatal  consequences.  If  every  man  of  ^reat 
landed  property  were  to  demand  gumeaa 
for  their  rent,  would  the  farmer  be  ena« 
bled  to  pay  them  in  that  coin  ?  would  he 
not  rather  say,  if  a  depreciation  of  18  or 
20  per  cent  had  taken  place,  and  the  land* 
lord  should  demand  120/.  for  100/.  rent; 
"  no,  I  paid  yon  last  year  100/.  and  I  have 
no  advantage  this  year  which  allows  me  to 
pay  yon  120/.  therefore  I  cannot.''  Such 
conduct  on  the  part  of  the  noble  lord,  if 
followed,  would  lead  to  practical  evils, 
especially  among  country  bankers.  If  a 
country  banker  did  not  on  demand  pay 
his  notes  under  5/.  in  gold,  he  was  liable 
to  have  a  distress  issued  by  the  next  ma- 
gistrate within  ten  days  after  his  refiisali 
the  consequence  of  such  proceeding  would 
be  the  total. destruction  of  all  country 
banks;  he  thought  ministers  vrere  en* 
titled  to  the  thanks  of  the  country,  for  hav* 
ing  brought  the  bill  forward,  or  at  least 
given  it  their  support. 

Mr.  Bankes  was  not  disposed  to  return 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer  his  thanks  for  the  BUI ;  on  the 
contrary  be  thought  it  most  unfortunate. 
The  conduct  of  lord  King,  which  led  to  ite 
introductioc*  he  had  heard  panegyrised 
and  extolled,  but  he  believed,  much  aa 
that  conduct  had  been  applauded  by  cer- 
tain persons,  there  was  not  a  respectable 
landlord  in  the  country  who  wonid  follow 
his  example.  Parliament!  in  his  opinion, 
ought  to  have  trusted  to  the  conndence 
and  honour  of  the  country,  and  have  re* 
jected  it  altogether.  The  hon.  gent,  con^ 
xetved  that]  the  House  ought  to  be  ia 
possession  of  the  best  le^  aothdKtiea  in 
the  land,  as  to  the  ouestion  whether  the 
Sheriff's  officer  would  be  liable.  In  case  of 
harry  and  confnsion,  or  what  redress  the 
tenant  would  obtain  in  a  court  of  equity. 
In  his  opinion  the  only  radical  core  that 
could  be  resorted  to,  was,  that  of  a  limita* 
tion  of  the  paper  currency,  which  would 
be  the  means  of  extricating  the  country 
out  of  the  embarassiag  situation  into 
which  it  was  plunged. 

The  Chmeelhr  qf  ike  Sxtheouer  wauld 
not  detain  the  House  at  that  late  hour  of 
the  niebt  with  any  detailed  discussion  of 
tile  Bill  before  them,  but  would  endeavour 
to  confine  himself  to  a  few  observations 
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upon  what  had   fallen  from  tome  of  the 
hon.   gentlemen  oppos'rte  to  him.     How- 
ever,  in   Pome   points  of  vi  w  which  his 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Bankes)  who  spike  last, 
teemed  to  diiler  from  him  in  liis  conside- 
ration of  the  measure,   yet  respecting  the 
principle  of  it,  be  did  not  ditfer  in  opinion 
from  his  hon.  friend.      What  was  most  to 
be  apprehended  was  an  imitation  of  the 
conduct  of  the  noble  lord  which  had  given 
occasion  to  the   Bill:    a  conduct  upon 
vhich  such  studied  and  profuse  panegyric 
had  been  heaped,  that  it  was  no  wonder 
it  should  invite  and  encourage  imitation, 
though  he  by  no  means  imagined  that  his 
hon.  friend  would  be  among  those  who 
could  be  tempted  by  the  example,  6r  who 
wouUl  recommend  the  imitation  of  it  to 
others.    There  were  those,  however,  who 
appeared  so  enamoured  of  the  conduct  of 
the  noble  lord,  who  extolled  it  with  such 
loud  cheerings,  and  such  extravagance  of 
praise,  that  it  was  evident  that  it  was  not 
only  in  theory,  but  in  heart,  they  espoused 
the  conduct  and  the  example  held  out  by 
that  noble   lord.      When,  however,,  the 
consequences  with  which  the  imitation  of 
I  hat  conduct  might  be  attended,  were  se- 
riously considered,  he  would  not  hesitate 
to  characterise  that  conduct  in  the  effects 
to  which  it  might  give  risc^  as  a  conduct 
AS  improper,  as  dangerous,  and  as  mischie- 
vous as  any  of  which  any  individual  could 
be  capable  towards  his  country  and  the 
community.    He  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
that  those  persona  by  whom  that  conduct 
}hd  been  so  highly  praised,  could  be  sin- 
cere in  the  panegyrics  they  bestowed  upon 
it ;  or  could  even  seriously  think  of  ad- 
vising or  encouraging  the  imitation  of  any 
conduct  which  must  prove  so  prejudicial 
IQ  the  country  at .  large,  and  so  oppressive 
in  particular  to  ihe  tenantry ;    tor  surely 
ihey  should  first  have  examined  the  pro- 
priety 6f  such  conduct,  before  they  held  it 
up  as  an  object  of  praise  and  admira- 
tion, as  a  proof  of  patriotism  so  commend- 
able in  itself,  and  so  worthy  the  imitation 
of  those   who  could  aspire  to  emulate  so 
glorious  an  example.     He   had  already 
observed,  and  he  would  now  repeat  it,  that 
he  did  not  at  first  consider  the  example  of 
such  a  conduct  as  very  dangerous,  because 
he  did  not  then  apprehend  that  it  would  be 
acted  upon  to  any  extent :    yet  when  he 
began  to  contemplate  the  danger  which 
might  arise  while  parliament  was  not  sit- 
ting, from  an  example  which  had   been 
•o  emphatically  eulogised*  as  to  make  it 
•elicit  and  tempt  imitation^  tfaeoi  and  not 
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till  then,  did  he  feel  the  expediency  and 
propriety  of  adopting  some  connteraciing 
nieasurej  before  the  session  of  parliament 
finally  closed.     For  what,  among  othera, 
might  be  its  consequences— the  country 
hankers  might  first  be  applied  to,  and  not 
being  able  to  pay  in  specie,  they  would  be 
obliged  to  shut  up  shop.     What  disorder, 
distress,  and  contusion  this  would  produce 
all  over  the  country,   it  was  more  easy  to 
conceive  than  to  devise  a  remedy  against; 
but  it  might  be  among  the  first  advantages 
and   blessings  that  might  result  from  this 
praise-worthy  conduct,  this  patriotic  ex- 
periment.   The  conduct  of  lord  King  was 
defended  by  an  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man on  the  ground  that  it  was  meant  only 
as  a  practical  experiment  of  two  prices, 
as  a  proof  at  least  that  there  actually  exist- 
ed two  prices.     It  was  not  gold  that  the 
noble  lord  wanted ;  it  was  not  his  o\m  in- 
dividual interest  and  emolument  he  was 
anxious  to  promote;  no— his  sole  object 
was  to  establish  his  theory  of  two  prices. 
What  a  strange  defence  of  the  noble  lord's 
conduct !     Nor  did  the  learned  and  hon. 
gentleman  confine  himself  to  the  lavr  and 
equity  of  lord  King,  or  to  how  lord  King 
would  act  himself  in  this  respect ;    bat  be 
proceeded  also  to  shew  how  others  might 
act  on  the  same  rule*    But  the  Hou&e 
would  consider  how  the  noble  lord  limited 
his  law— how  he  intended  toact  agreeably 
to  contract.    At  the  period  of  aome  of 
these  contracts  was  the  current  coin  more 
or  less  than  it  was  now  ?    The  contract 
was  made  according  to  the  current  coin  of 
the  day ;   and  the  current  coin  was  then 
only  equivalent  to  paper ;  why  should  not 
paper  be  equivalent  to  coin  in  reapect  to 
such  contracts?    Was  not  one  as  much 
justified  in  law  as  the  other  ?    This  was  a 
question  to    settle,    and    parliament,  he 
thought,  should  not  separate  before  some* 
thing  was  done  to  settle  it    The  hon.  and 
learned  gent  had  thought  proper  to  repre- 
sent him  (the  Chancellor  of  the  &che- 
quer)  as  one  of  the  most  lucky  men  that  bad 
ever  held  the  situation  in  which  he  had 
now  the  honour  to  be  placed.     By  mere 
good  fortune  every  thing  turned  out  just 
as  he  could  wish.     He  bad  in  contempla- 
tion the  measure  now  before  the  House ; 
but  be  was  puzzled  how  to  bring  it  for- 
ward.     But  as  his  good   fortuue  would 
have  it,  lord  King  came  forward,  with  his 
late  notice, and  relieved  him  from  the  per- 
plexity.    Such,  DO  doubt,  was  his  fami« 
liarity  with  lord  King,  and  aach  his  in- 
flaence  over  that  noble  lord«  that  he  coo- 
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■ailed  with  him  bow  he  should  act,  and 
prcTailed  apon  him  to  adopt  such  a  line  of 
conduct  ai  would  seem  to  call  for  and 
justify    the  present  Bill!      Nor  did  his 
good  fortune  stop  here.    He  next  consult- - 
ed  with  lord  Stanhope,  aod  that  nohle  lord. 
It  would  seem,  also  conspired  with  him, 
and  came   forward  with   the  Bill  in  the 
other  House.    But  at  first,  he  and  his  col- 
leagues did  not  consider  the  Bill  as  neces- 
sary, not  imasining  that  the  example  ef 
lord  King  in  this  respect  would  he  follow- 
ed to  any  extent;— but  his  good  fortune 
was  conspicuoQs  again;  for  lords  Gren-' 
yiWii  and  Grey  so  be-praised  lord  King  for 
the  line  of  conduct  he  bad  adopted,  that 
Ke>  (Mr.  Perceval),  now  perceived  all  the' 
danger  of  the  example  set  by  lord  King, 
which  decided  him  in  adopting  lord  Stan- 
hope's Bill !     And  here  he  must  also  have 
conspired  with  lords  Grenville  and  Grey, 
and   prompted  them  also  to  adopt  a  lan- 
guage which  justified  him  in  supporting  a 
measure,  which  he  had  in  contemplation 
and  at  heart,  though  he  had  opposed  it  in 
the  first  instance.    These  certainly  were 
singular  instances  of  cood  fortune;   but 
the  idea  he  must  think  was  confined  to 
the  bon.  and  learned  gent,  and  he  would 
leave  him  to  enjoy  it  without  a  rival.    But 
as  the  gentlemen  opposite  him  contended 
for  the  existence  of  the  evil,  which  they 
called  a  depreciation  of  ihe  notes  of  the 
l>ank,  they  accordingly  felt  called  upon  to 
propose  some  remedy.      One  proposed 
the  remedy  of  two  prices ;  another  the 
purchase  of  gold,  even  from  France ;  ano- 
ther the  diminution  of  the  national  debt, 
and  so  forth.      It  was   evident  that  the 
practical  experiment   of  the  two  prices 
was  held  out  m  terrorem.     As  to  the  pur- 
chase of  gold,  how,  and  by  what  means 
was  it  to  be  purchased  ?    Not  by  Baqk 
notes.     Was  it  then  to  be  purchased  by 
our  colonial  produce,  or  by  our  manufac- 
tures ?  But  if  these  were  to  be  offered  to 
France,  would  she  not  propose  to  us  to 
take  her  brandy  and  claret  in  exchange  ? 
Would  she  part  with  her  gold  in  exchange 
for  these  commodities?    Surely  not.    It 
had  been  confessed,  even  by  those  gen- 
tlemen who  opposed  the  bill,  that  gold 
had  sometimes,  and  under  certain  circum- 
stances, an  artificial,  an  unnatural  price. 
If  they  admitted  that,  then  they  admitted 
the  principle  of  those  who  supported  the 
present  measure ;  they  differed  from  them 
only  in  the  application  of  that  principle. 
If  the  price  of  gold  wns  artificial  and  un- 
natural, then  it  could  not  coatinue  at  that 
( VOL.  XX. ) 
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price.  If  trade  became  open,  that  artifi* 
cial  price  would  cease.  But  certain  po* 
litical  circumstances  niightfor  i^  time  put 
emban'assments  and  limits  on  tracfe  :  and 
therefore,  as  long  as  they  las^d  gold  might 
rise  more  or  less  to  that  artificial  and  un- 
natural price.  It  had  likewise  been  much 
insisted  on  that  by  limitiing  the  issue  of 
Bank  paper  you  would  lo.wcr  the  price  of 
gold.  This  be  -  had  on  a  former  occasion 
contended,  and  would  now  again  contend, 
would  not  be  the  case ;  but  even  if  to  any 
degree  it  could  qot  have  that  tendency^ 
still  it  would  be  unwise  to  limit  that  issue, 
for  by  limiting  it,  you  would  risk  ruining 
the  country  ;  for  yon  would  then  cramp 
or  suspend  all  those  exertions  on  which 
rested  the  hopes  of  the  country,  and  all . 
the  means  by  which  its  resources  could 
be  replenished  and  revived.  It  would  di- 
minish our  trade,  and  dry  Up  the  chief 
sources  of  our  strength.  In  the  same 
manner  as  an  artificial  value  might  be  given 
to  gold,  so  also  might  an  artificial  depre- 
ciation be  occasioned  in  paper.  He  would 
ever  contend  that  the  Bank  of  Eggland 
paper  had  sufifered  no  real  depreciation^ 
Such  conduct,  indeed,  as  that  of  lord  Kiug^ 
apd  of  those  who  would  recommend  the 
imitation  of  it,  had  a>tendency  to  produce 
that  sort  of  artificial  depreciation  of  the 
Bank  paper,  and  therefore  such  a  conduct 
should  be  rejected,  and  a  legislative  mea* 
sure,  something  of  the  nature  of  the  pre* 
sent  bill,  resorted  to,  in  order  to  coun- 
teract the  mischievous  effects  of  such  an 
example. — As  to  the  ueaspre  of  makings 
Bank  notes  a  legal  tender,  be  hoped  »it 
would  not  be  necessary ;  he  trusted  that 
the  seasonable  adoption  of  the  .present 
bill  would  prevent  lU  The  same  argu« 
ment  was  urged  against  the  measure  of 
1797,  and  the  making  Bank  notes  a  legal 
tender  was  then  considered  as  the  neces« 
sary  consequences  of  that  measare>  yet 
fourteen  yea^s  had  since  elapsed.  The 
Bank  notes  had  not  yet  been  made  a  legal 
tender,  though  it  was  asserted  that  such 
must  be  the  immediate  consequence  of  a 
restriction  on  the  cash  payments  of  the 
Bank.  Indeed,  it  was  difficult  to  conceivp 
how,  with  any  .colour  of  candour  and  con* 
sistency,  the  present  bill  conld  be  opposed 
by  those  who  advised  and  supported  the 
measure  of  1797. — As  to  the  legal  ques- 
tions started  in  the  course  of  the  debate, 
he  should  not  be  very  forward  to  give  an 
opinion.  It  had  been  asked  to  what  would 
recourse  be  had  in  case  of  distress  for  rent. 
He  should  only  say,  that  the  provbions  of 
(3R) 
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the  present  bill  were  in  this  respect  nearly 
the  same  as  in  that  of  1797  ;  and  in  the 
whole  course  of  the  time  that  had  since 
elapsed,  only  one  insignificant  case  oc* 
cnrred  for  a  decision  of  that  question. 
Neither  would  he  say  how  the  courts  of 
equity  would  act  and  decide  in  such  cases. 
Tne  debt  for  rent  might,  he  would  sup- 
pose, be  paid  into  court;  and  cT^n  were 
it  so  paid  m  gold,  the  court  would  pay  the 
money  into  the  Bank,  and  when  the  case 
was  decided,  and  the  money  called  for,  the 
Bank  would  pay  it  in  paper,  and  not  in 
gold.  Besiaes  other  processes  than  that 
of  distress  might  be  resorted  to.  There 
might  be  some  delay  in  the  sentences  of 
the  law ;  but  it  should  be  recollected  that 
t)ie  present  was  only  intended  as  a  tem- 
porary measure;  and  therefore  any  in- 
convenience that  might  arise  from  it,  must 
also  be  only  temporary. 

Mr.  Tienury  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
gent,  had  been  extremely  comical  upon 
one  of  the  most  serious  subjects  that  ever 
came  before  the  House.  He  had 'joked 
upon  his  conspiracy  with  lord  King,  and 
he  had  joked  also  upon  his  secret  intrigue 
with  lord  6tatihfope,'andbe  hadihen^oked 
tipon  his  secret  con^ltalions  with  lords 
Grey  and  Grenville  ;'  but  here  the  jo¥e 
was  against  the  right  hon.  gent. ;  because 
ft  could  hot  be  forgotten^  'that  if  lords 
Grey  and  CreuTille  had  been  willing,  the 
i\ght  hon.  gent,  would  hare  been  very 

gad  to  have  entered  into  consultation  with 
em.^In  alluding  to  lord  King,  he  paid 
him  every  tribute  of  praise ;  but  had  he 
blsen  in  lord  Ring's  place,  he  confesMil  he 
should  not  have  taken  the  step  that  noble 
h>rd  had  done.  (Hear  \)  He  wished  to  be 
perfectly  understood,  in  saying  this,  as 
not  meaning  the  most  distant  censure  on 
lord  King,  whom  he  believed  incapable 
of  an  unVorthyact.  He  contended  that 
thia'Bieasure  was,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, making  Bank  notes  a  legal  tender. 
What  said  the  bill  ?  You  shall  not  take  a 
guinea  for  more  than  twenty ^one  shillings, 
wad  you  shall  not  take  a  Bank  nbte  for  less. 
Guineas  you  cannot  get,  therefore  you 
must  take  notes,  and  yet  this  was  not 
in'aking  them  a  legal  tender.  The  pass- 
ing of  this  bill  declared  to  the  world  that 
the  Bank  of  England  could  not  go  on  with- 
out support.  After  the  passing  of  this 
Bill,  Bank  notes  would  not  be  the  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  England  but  of  parliament 
The  Bank  had  been  spoken  of  as  m  body 
of  independent  merchants  trading  on  their 
o#n  capital^  bat  it  wii  now  well  known 
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and  generally  understood,  that  the  Bank 
of  Enj^land  was,  to  a  certain  extent,  s 
mere  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  Cbao- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer.  He  sbooid 
trouble  the  House  no  further,  bat  conclodi 
with  avowing  it  as  his  solemn  opinion,  that 
the  present  measure  was  pregnant  with 
the  most  mischievous  conseqnences  to  the 
country. 

Mr.  Creevey  said  he  Should  postpone  bit 
Resolution  to  another  stage  of  tne  Bill, 
as  pressing  it  at  that  late  hour  might  bt 
productive  of  inconvenience.     (Hear  f) 

The  House  then  divided.  For  the  se- 
cond reading,  1  S3.— -Against  it,  55, — ^Ma- 
jority for  the  Bill,  98. 

On  the  motion  for  committing  the  BiH 
tomorrow. 

Lord  FolkesUmt,  after  some  obaervations 
on  the  necessity  which  would  be  impofcJ 
on  parliament  before  the  proroeation,  is 
adopt  measures  for  the  relief  of  tne  va&t^ 
itig  manufacturers  in  various  parts  of  tbt 
kingdom,  particularly  at  IVottiogham, 
moved  as  an  amendment,  that  the  Bill  bf 
committed  on  that  day  se'nnight.  lln 
amendment  was  negatived  without  a  dif  !• 
sion,  and  the  original  motion  was  pat  ud 
carried. 
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Dicidiy,  July  16.  * 

I  CiBCULATiKG  MEDIUM.]  Earl  Stani(fi 
moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  resumiof 
the  adjourned  debate  on  his  Refolatiooi 
relative  to  a  proposed  Circulating  Medium. 
[See  p.  908.  j[  His  loVdship  observed,  cba| 
be  should  be  trespassing  on  thair  lordship*' 
patience,  and  insulting  their  understand- 
ings, if  he  were  to  adduce  any  ar^ment 
to  shew  the  importance  of  the  subject,  u 
without  a  circulating  medium  the  tMXt$ 
could  not  be  paid,  the  ptiblic  creditor 
could  not  be  paid,  nor  could  our  army  or 
navy  receive  any  pay.  He  was  perfectly 
aware  that  the  Bill  which  had  passed  that 
House  would  not  of  itself  be  sufficient ;  sa<f 
that  if  that  Bill  passed  into  a  law,  tberi 
would  be  a  uecessity,  as  the  law  woold 
then  stand,  for  further  measures,  with  the 
view  of  establishing  a  fit  and  proper 
Circulating  Mediuid.  He. admitted  tbit 
that  Bill  was  only  a  coat  for  a  hompy  i 
and  that  it  was  adapted  to  a  distorted  sUtt 
of  things.  He  had  brought  it  forward  at 
an  immediate  remedy  for  a  pressing  eriii 
bAt  without  having  any  idea  that  that 
alone  would  be  sufficient  By  tbat  Bill 
onder  tbe  claasa  Tory  properly  lidded  ti 
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U  by  Ibeaobk  lorcU  oo  tbe  other  si^di  I 
landlorcU  intUtiog  qj>Qii  tbejr  rent  io  go)4 
could  not  distiraiii  opon  their  teQantft«-so 
farwBi  midoubtedly  proper.     Bpt  tbe^ 
0tber  remedies  were  still  left  to  tbem,  a 
landlord  i|iBttting  upon  hit  rent  in  goldi 
migbt  aaj  to  bis  tenant  who  urged  the  119 <- 
possibility  of  procuring  gold«  "  then  you 
must  turn  out.''     The  tenant  might  urge 
his  compliance  with  all  the  terms  of  his 
qovenants»  and  bis  having  laid  ont  a  large 
anm  of  money  on  his  landlord's  property, 
but  still  the  landtord.might  say—-"  If  you 
don't  pay  me  in  gold  you  must  turn  ouu" 
He  did  not  know  bow  far  a  court  of  equity 
might  interfere  in  such  a  case;  there  waa 
ah  instance  in  the  last  war  in  which  the 
court  of  chanqery  had  refused  to  allow  a 
mortgagee,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
times,  to  foreclose  a  mortgage*    Whether 
this  was  right  or  not  be  did  not  pretend  to 
lay ;— 4uppose«  hewe?er,the  tenant  should 
endeavour  to  procure  gold  for  any  part  of 
his  slock;  suppose  he  shouki  brii^^ quilt 
or  hops  for  instance,  to  a  brewer,  take,  any 
brewer  in  a  large.way  or  a  little  w^sy^r- 
brewer .  Whi^bread  for  instance^— b<)  tells 
Mr.  Whitbread  he  has  brought  some  v* 
cellent  malt  or  hops,  but  he  must  have 
gpkl ;— but,  sayr  Mr.  Whitbread,  I  can't 
get  gold  for  you — take  Bank  notes  now, 
and  I  must  see  and  procure  gold  for.  you 
pext  time.    Then  Mr.  Whitbread  goes  to 
bii  friend  the  publican  who  buys  bis  beer, 
and  tells  him,  Ke  must  have  gold ;«-!  can't 

Kt  gold;  says  the  publican,  you  must  take 
ok-notes  now,  and  I  must  see  what  I 
ean  do.    What*  if  Mr.  Whitbread  still  in- 
sists noon  gold,  why,  the  publican  will 
take    down  "  Wbitbread's    intire,"    and 
put  up  '*  Meux's  intire,"  or  *'  CaWert'a 
intire,"  or  any  other  intire.     How  |iqw« 
si^s  Mr.  Whitbread,  we  have. always 
agreed  very  well  together,  why  should  von 
leave  off  taking  my  beer?  Whjr,  then  if  the 
publican  is  to  find  gold,  what  is  he  to  dolt 
He  says  to  his  customers  whom  he  serves 
li!ith  pots  and  pints  of  beer,  and  chalks  it 
VP>  'Vyott  must  pay  me  in  gold.**    What 
woiild  be   the  consequence  of  all  this? 
Beer,  and  meat,  and  bread,  and  every  ne^* 
oessary  of  \i(€  woulil  rise  to  an  enormons 
price.    To  those  who  supported  this  gold 
system,  and  who  thoognt  it  popular,  he 
would  say.  Call  your  county  meetings, 
call  one  in  Kent,  and  I  will  be  there;  and 
if  you  are  not  satisfied  with  the  number  of 
hands  held  up  against  joo,  call  for  a  di« 
vUon ;  leKbose  who  are  against  you,  go 
to  the  right  side  of-  the  street,  and  those 
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wbb  puvpoit  Ton  go  to^  the  left,  aiid  thei| 
you  will  see  the  paucity  of  their  numbers^ 
9r  call  a  meeting  in  Westminster,  and  ppf^ 
the  Question  in  P|iiace-yard,  whether  they, 
would  have  bread  and  m^at  and  beer  dear, 
or  cheap,  and  see  what  the  decision  woul4 
be.    Tnere  were  some  who,  like  parrota  ' 
and    megpies,   could    say    nothing .  but 
'•  Gold,  goM,  gold."    To  believe  gold  ne- 
cessairy  to  a  circulating  medium  was  aq^ 
idea  only  fit  for  Hottentots.    To  think  % 
circulating  medium  of  gold  necessary  waa 
only  shewing  that   we  wf  re  just  at  tbf 
commencement  of  civilisation,  or  rather 
on  the  verge  of  barbarisqji.  A  noble  friend, 
of  his  on  a  former  night  bad  found  it  diffi- 
cult to  conceive  the  abstract  idea  of  a 
pound  sterling.    He  however  (lord  Stan* 
hope)  could  see  no  difficulty  in  fixin|(.a 
standard  which  should  not  be  linble.  like 
gold,  to  variation  and  floctu^ion.    If  he 
wanted  to  measure  that  House,  he  would 
of  course  take  for  the  purpose  some  cer* 
tain  and  definite  measure,  and  not  a  ther* 
mometer,  which  would   expand    in  his 
hand.    So  with  respect  to  the  pound  ster« 
ling,  fixing  iu  value  at  the  time  of  passing 
thts   act,  it  might  remain  a  permimem 
standard,  fixed  and  invariable,  and  whicd 
would'jbe  a  certain  and  definite  measure 
of  value.     It  had  been  said,  that  plenty 
of  gold  waa  to  be  had,  but  how  were  we 
to  get  it  if  the  balance  of  payments  waa 
against  us;   and  how  were  we  to  keep  it 
when  we  had  got  it  ?  Would  it  not,  under 
such  circumstances,  go  out  of  the  country 
as  fast  as  it  came  into  it?  Conceiving  it 
then  ^to  be  in&possible  to*procure-  gciid« 
and  that  if  it  could  be  procured  it  was  not 
a  fit  substance  for  a  circulating  medium* 
from  its  fluctuation  in  value,  he  thought  it 
time  to  look  to  some  other  resource  as  a 
circulating  medium ;  and  if  the  system  of 
Bank    entries,    which  he  proposed,  waa 
adopted,  the  difficulties  we  bad  encoun- 
tered would  be  a  fortunate  ciccomstance« 
in  leading  us  at  last  to  a  sound  and  per* 
manent  avatem.    To  make  Bank-notes  a 
legal  tenner  be  had  a  decided  objectioui 
from  the  impossibility,  in  transactions  be-i 
twceu  individuals,  of  knowing  whetbel^ 
they  were  forged  or  not.     A  man,  after 
accepting  a  Bank-note  for  a  debt,  might* 
on  taking  it  to  the  Bank,  be  told  that  it 
was  forged — they  would  keep  the  note, 
and  be  would  get  nothing  for  his  debt. 
The  security  Jt  the  public  creditor  was* 
that  he  was  certain  the  Bank  notes  be  re* 
ceived  were  not  forged,  because  he  re- 
ceived them  at  the   Bank  of  England^ 
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Under  the  system' he  proposed,  t  similar 
secarify  would    exist,   as  every    person 
wanting  to  make  a  tender  mast  deposit 
his  Bank  notes  at  one  of  the  branches  of 
the  Bank,  where  it  would  be  immediately 
discovered  whether  they  were  forged  or 
oot,  and' where  be  would  have  credit  given 
him  for  the  sum  deposited,  which  entry  of 
credit  h^  might  transfer  to  another^  and 
which  might  be  safely  made  a  legal  tender 
because  there  would  be  no  possibiHty  of 
^rgery.     These  Bank  entries  might,  be 
contended,  be  rendered  a  circulating  me- 
dium fit  for  every  purpose  for  which  a 
circulating  medium  could    be    required, 
wouid.be  secure  from  all  risk  and  danger 
of  loss  from  invasion,  insurrection,  robbery, 
or  accident,  and  the  system  might  be  car- 
ried into  effect  with  the  {greatest  facility. 
His  lordship  read  a  letter  he  had  received, 
to  shew,  that  a  similarsystem  was  already 
practised  by  a  country  banker,  and  con- 
cluded by  moving  that  the  Resolutions  be 
printed. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  did  not  wish  to 
enter  now  into  the  discussion  of  the  sub- 
ject adverted  to  by  the  noble  earl,   but 
would  only  generally  observe,  that  be  had 
always  considered  it  a  safer  and  a  better 
course  to  derive  principles  from  experience, 
than  to  Jay  down  speculative  principles  to 
act  upon,  and  to  try  whether  those  prin- 
ciples would  operate  to  produce  the  good 
expected  from  them.     With  respect  to  this 
second  child  offered  by  the  noble  earl  for 
adoption,  he  should  merely  now  say  that 
he  did  not  object  to  th^  printing  of  the 
Resolutions,  but  at  the  same  time  he  wishc^d 
expressly  to  guard  himself  from  the  suppo- 
sition that  he  thereby  approved  of  them. 
He  assented  to  the  printing  of  them  as  a 
matter  of  convenience,  that  they  might  be 
better    understood    by    their    lordships ; 
wighing  it,  however,  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood, that  he  did  not  by  that  vole  mean  to  I 
express  any   opinion    upon    the   subject 
matter  of  the  Resolutions. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  said  it  was 
highly  satisfactory  to  him  to  hear  the  no- 
ble earl  on  the  other  side  decline  to  adopt 
this  second  child  of  his  noble  friend,  but 
he  still  thought  that  to  vote  the  printing 
of  these  Resolutions  would  be  giving  a 
sanction  to  them  which  the  House  ought  to 
pause  long  before  tbfy  agreed  to.  He 
could  not  but  consider  some  parts  of  his 
noble  friend's  speech  a**  inflammatory  and 
misrhievous,'alihuugh  uiAoubtedly  not  in- 
tended to  be  so.  When  his  noble  friend 
talked  of  calling  a  meeting  in  Westminster^ 
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and  putting  a  question,  whether  A»j  vnmld 
have  dear  or  cheap  bread,  what  wosid  k 
be  btit  raising  a  clamour  upoo  a  subject 
which  those  who  were  called  apon  to  de- 
cide did  not  understand  ?    Wftien   mea'i  , 
minds  were  agitated  as  they  Haw  were, 
by  this  subject,  he  could  not  think  ibat  hii 
noble  friend's  Resolutions,  or  his  speech, 
were  calculated  to  do  any  good.     He  bid 
heard,  with  feelings  of- pain  and  regret 
those  parts  of  his  noble  frieod'a  speech,  ia 
which  he  had  so  strongly  urged  the  absar- 
dity  of  having  gold  as  a  circolaiing  ne- 
dium,  recollecting  that  the  very  sane  ar- 
guments were  osed  in  Paris,  at  the  time  of 
the  Revolution,  when  gold  was   eqoallf 
said  to  be  uimecessary,  and  when  it  wai 
said,  "  Let  the  dirt  return  to  the  earth 
from  whence  it  came."    These  very  sane 
arguments  which  led  to  the  forced  cor* 
rency  and  consequent  depreciation  of  as* 
stgpats,  and  all  the  dre9dful  consequences 
which  followed !  Could  any  thing  be  more 
mischievous  than  for  his  noble  friend  to 
state,  that  .if  we  returned  to  a  cash  circa* 
lation,  the  taxes  coald  not  be  paid,  that 
the  public  creditor  could  not  be  paid,  or 
that  the  army  and  navy  must  be  disbanded 
for  want  of  pay.     On  the  contrary,  ic  was 
impossible  that  a  sound  and  heahhy  circa- 
lation  could  be  restored  without  reaoming 
payments  in  gold.    The  conveniencre  of  a 
paper  circulation  was  always  admitted, 
but  it  could  only  be  received  as  part  of 
a  healthy  circulation  when  convertible  at 
pleasure  into  cash.    The  effect  of  his  noble 
friend's  propositions  woqid   be   to   roakt 
Bank  notes  a  legal  tender  *nnder  another 
form,  it  would  alter  the  nature  of  all  pre* 
existing  contracts^  and  must  produce  aa 
enormous  rise  in  the  price  of  all  commo* 
dities.     The  natural  consequencb  must  be 
a  maximum.    What  also  was  to  prevent 
the  Bank  entries  from  being  depreciated 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  Bank  notes 
were  ?  It  was  impossible  to  prevent  ihis 
depreciation  whilst    the    present  systen 
continued.     He  could  bring  evidence  to 
prove  at  their  lordships'  bar,  if  the  subject 
was  gone  into,  that  3  per  cent,  consols 
had  been   bought  at  57  for  gold,  and  at 
(14  for    paper.     It    was    al&o    noiorioos, 
that  there  were  shops  in  this  metropolis 
where  two  prices  wer^  regularly  noted  in 
gold  and  in  paper.     H^  was  old  fashioned 
enough  to  believe  that  gold  was  necessary 
to  a  sound  and  healthy  circulation  ;  and 
he  thought  the  House  ought  not  to  give 
currency  to  the  doctrines  contained  in  the 
resolutions.of  hit  noble  friendt  by  ordering 
them  to  be  printed. 
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Earl  Sirndkipe,  in  explanation,  taid  he 
bad  not  alledged  that  the  taxes,  the  public 
creditor,  the  army  and  navy,  could  not  be 

Eaid  without  gold,  but  without  a  circu* 
Ltio^  medium.  His  noble  friend,  who 
had  made  one  of  the  best  speeches  upon 
the  Roxburgh  case,  had  made  as  bad  a 
speech  now  as  his  speech  was  good  then. 
As  to  a  meeting  in  Palace-yard,  he  really 
beliered  that  there  were  many  persons 
amongst  the  inhabitants  of  Westminster 
who  understood  this  subject  quite  as  well 
as  hia  noble  friend. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  observed,  that 
the  subject  might  be  discussed  any  where, 
it  depended  upon  the  manner  in  which  it 
waa  treated. 

The  Resolutions  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 


nOUSa  OP   COMMONS. 

1Ved]neiday,Jufy\7. 

CoKDUCT  OF  TBI  Prize  CouaTS.]    Lord 
CocArofic  rose  and  said  : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  having  been  twice  foiled 
\      in  my  attempts  to  obtain  the  papers  which 
,      the  right  hon.  the  Treasurer  or  the  Navy 
(Mr.  Rose)  did  not  judge  proper  to  pro- 
,      duce  with  the  rest  of  his  correspondence 
,      relative  to  the  Fisgard's  Prizes,  I  am  de* 
sirous  to  know  if  I  may  avail  myself  of  the 
third  notice,  that  I  should  move  for  them 
on  the  first  sitting  day  ?—[ After  a  fei|r 
words  from  Mr.  Yorke  and  Mr.  Stephen, 
the  noble  lord  was  permitted  to  proceed.] 
Sir ;  being  permitted  to  proceed,  I  must 
express  my  surprise  that  the  right  hon. 
treasurer  should  have  thought  proper  to 
trouble  the  House  with  his  private  corres* 
poodence,  unless  he  imagined  that  the 
strong  assertions  contained  in  his  letter  to 
captam  Mason  would  be  received  as  proof 
that  the  conduct  of  the  courts  of  admi- 
ralty did  not  require  investigation;  but 
merited  the  vote  in  which  he  concurred 
last  session,  that  it  was  advantageous  to 
the  captors  and  beneficial  to  the  public 
senice.    The  contrary  opinion  which  I 
then  held,  has  been  confirmed,  and  farther 
experience  convinces  me,  that  the  abuses 
which  this  letter  is  calculated  to  prolong, 
cost  the  nation  not  less  than  five  millions  a 
'year  in  additional  naval  establishments. 
Under  this  impression  I  crave  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House  whilst  I  make  a  few 
observations  immediately  connected  with 
the  lobject  of  this  letter,  the  documents 
that  are  printed  witb  it,  and  those  which 
are  ffithheki.    <'  b  ia  a  jilitioe/'  says  the 


right  hen.  gent  "  ta  the  King's  proctor# 
who  is  an  absolute  stradger  to  me^  %o  state 
'  that  after  the  closest  attention  given  to  se« 
>eral  hundred  accounts  in  the  course  of 
the  last  18  months,  I  am  persuaded  that 
the  interests  of  the  navy  are  best  protected 
by  being  in  his  care;  that  is,  under  thi 
absolute  controol  of  one  man,  who,  in  ad* 
dition  to  the  management  of  his  Majesty's 
business  in  two  courts,  and  the  monopoly 
of  libelling  and  prosecuting  to  condemna* 
tion  all  the  captures  made  by  the  navy 
from  the  enemy,  possesses  also  the  exclti^ 
sive  privilege  of  conducting  the  numerous 
and  intricate  litigations  which  have  arisen 
of  late  years  out  of  the  seizure  of  neutrab^ 
causes  m  which  not  only  the  property  de- 
tained is  at  stake,  but  all  that  a  captor 
possesses  is  answerable  for  the  costs  of  suit 
and  demurrage,  which,  if  he  is  unable  to 
pay,  he  may  be  thrown  into  gaol,  not  for 
errors  or  misconduct  of  his  own,  but  owing 
to  neglect  arising  from  conftision  in  an  o^ 
fice  where  there  have  formerly  been  from 
1,800  to  2,000  causes  in  progreu  at  one 
and  the  same  time  in  the  courts  of  admi- 
ralty and  appeals,  an  evil  which,  unfortu* 
nately  for  the  country,  is  working  its  re- 
medy in  a  way  highly  prejudicial  to  its 
best  interests.  Lei  me  ask,  would  the  right 
hon.  gentlemen  opposite  exert  themselvea 
with  seal  if  every  motion  they  made 
subjected  them  lo  risk  of  costs,  damages 
and  imprisonment }  No,  Sir,  they  would 
not  sic  on  these  soft  cushions  unless  they 
were  amply  paid,  although  it  is  easier  to 
do  so  than  to  make  captures  on  the  enemy'a 
coast*  How  would  they  like  to  be  com- 
#pelied,  M  the  navy  is,  to  employ  one  at- 
torney to  conduct  all  their  aflairs,  even  if 
he  had  not  their  opponents  interests  also  to 
promote,  as  is  the  case  with  the  Procurator 
General  ?  Will  such  management  of  their 
afiairs  encourage  the  navy  to  impede  sua* 
picions  commerce  in  neutral  bottoms? 
And,  Sir,  if  the  condemnation  of  a  boit 
costs  as  much  as  the  condemnation  of  a 
ship,  is  not  the  capture  of  the  enemy's 
coasting  commerce  virtually  discouraged? 
The  right  hon.  gent,  indeed  deduces  a  con- 
trary inference.  "  Yon  will  observe"  saya 
he,  "  that  the  expences  on  the  Johannes, 
which  sold  for  5,000/.  were  exactly  the 
same  as  on  the  boat  which  sold  for  250L*^ 
This  fact,  admitted  even  by  the  treats 
surer  of  the  navy,  I  shall  not  stop  to  prev% 
by  the  documents  which  I  have  brought 
here;  but  as  the  right  hon.  ^ent  tells  ns 
that  *'  the  utmost  posiible  relief  has  been 
given  by  the  present  jodge  (whose  wum^ 
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^ffOk  to  the  interests  of  captors  cKWSOt  b^ 
lpo)cei^  of  in  terms  of  too  high  praise)  ii| 
cases  qf  neutials  by  lessening  the  f  zpences 
pf  soitprpceeding  against  or  claiming  pro^ 
perty  captured  as.  prize,  if  sworn  to  l?e 
gnder  the  value  pf  loOL" — Sworn  to  be 
onder  the  taloe  oif  ISQ/, !  Now,  Sir»  sup- 
pose that  a  prize  selU  for  a  few  pounds 
pipre,  an4  where  can  one  be  found  that  will 
set]  for  less,  what  relief  does  this  afibrd  ? 
^Here  is  a  practical  instance  in  the  cas^ 
of  the  Africa  and  Ceres,  where  the  eaptor 
Bad  11/.  l4f.  8d  to  pay  out  of  his  pocket, 
although-  property  to  the  amount  of  335/. 
.was.  condeinned.  The  King's  Proctor's 
Bill  fortheAfrica  amounted  to  185/.  4«.  lOdf 
Hence  the  relief  which  calls  forth  the  trea* 
furor's  unqualified  praise,  much  resQmble> 
that  granted  on  a  former  occasion*  "  that 
fix  priTat<iers  being  ail  under  fifty  tons* 
)kaviflg  letters  of  mart,  if  taken  within  the 
■pace  of  three  months,  by  the  same  ship» 
'may  be  condemned  under  on^  monition'  ! 
r— A  bounty  which,  like  that  of  the  judge, 
can  be  of  no  use. — ^The  learned  gentlemen 
take  care  to  restrict  the  Bills  they  draw  up, 
as  well  as  the  favours  they  grant,  by  limi- 
iations  which  preclude  the  possibility  of 
their  own  interests  beine  injuredt  Look 
floto  the  72d  chapter  of  the.4^th  of  his 
present  Majesty,  and  you  will  see  how 
4he3^hafe  takencare  of  themseWes*. 

Nothing,  Sir,  can  better  demonstrate 
•the  effect  which ,  the  dread  of  fraud  and 
neglect  in  the  Procurator  Genersl's  office 
'has  on  the  exertions  of  the  oayy,  than  this 
Account  entitled  "  Appeals  against4eccees 
condemning  ships  and  goods  claimed  as 
neutrals  which  now  stand  ready  for  bearr 
jng;"  by  which  it  appears,  thst  the  number 
of  causes  belonging  to  the  whole  navy 
amounted  only  to  92,-includingdroiuof  the 
Admiralty  and  .Grown,  whilst  atbout  three 
dosed  ofprivateers,  possessing  the  inesUma* 
Uo  privilege  of  employing  counsel  of 
their  own  choice,  had  actually  110  ndt  inr 
judicious  captures,  but  such  ss>  had  been 
taiictibned  by  the  decisions  of  the  lower 
courts,  Bucn  is  the  effect  of  the  miscon- 
ceptions- which  the  right  hon.  g^nt.  in- 
forms us  have  prevailed  to  a  considerable 
extent  in  tbe  navy,  wjiich  has,  be  tells,  us 
M  been  misled  for  want  of  sufficient  in- 
formation." Sutelyi  Sir^  it  would  be  better 
to  remove  this  misconception  by  the  evi- 
dence of  facts.establidien  in  a  committee, 
than  to  deny  the .  existenoe  of  grievances, 
and  refuse  to.  examine  them,  even  though 
that  determtnaliogs  is  aocompaniAd  'by  a 
Tota  of  a(»probatida  of  the  comtoct  of  the 
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cqurts  of  Admiralty.  Jip  drngbk^  Ae  xigki 
honTgenL  hoped  that  his  letfier  ywonld  sart 
us  this  trouble,  accompanied  aa  it  is  bj 
what  he  calls  a  "  public  aii})ute  in  ts« 
office  of  his  Majesty's  Proc^rauM-  Genenj 
to  regulate  th^  charges  in  priz/a.  cases  pro- 
ceeded  against  by  his'Majasty'a  sh^u." 
This  famous  minute  contained  in  bis  socimk 
inclosure  is  to  the  following  effect — "  i: 
is  the  King's  Proctor's  particular  desire  e 
respect  to  his  bills-^first,  that  in  all  auccesf 
ful  cases  the  bill  should  be  made  out  mode- 
rate. Secondly,  in  unsuccessfnl  cases  the  IZ 
should  contain  those  fees  only  which  aretl* 
lowed  on  taxation."  Permit  me  to  ask.  w  bi 
tees  is  he  entitled  to  that  are  disallowed  en 
taxation  ?  So  far.  Sir,  from  evideocing  tLat 
his  Bills  are  moderate,  this  minute  dea»ac- 
strates  that  the  charges  are  regulated  o&'v 
by  the  conception  which  the  procorat&t'» 
clerks  have  of  the  bounds  prescribed  by 
the  word  moderate ! 

If  we  may  judge  of  the  labour  of  tu- 
minins  a  proctor's  Bill  by  fiie  sum  re< 
ceivea  by  the  deputy  registrar  for  taxing 
that  which  1  now  hold  in  my  hand,  it  would 
be  quite  impossible  for  the  King's  Proctor 
to  examine  even  the  charges  rosMle  by  hii 
clerks,  although  he  had  nothing  else  to  da 
— ''  Received  of  John  Crickets^  esq. 
marshal  of  the  Admiralty^  sixty  thret 
pounds,  being  the  sum  allotted  to  tbt 
Registrar  and  merchants  for  looking  over, 

gerusing  and  settling  the  accounts  oIAm  H. 
tew  art,  esq.  pursuant  to  the  King's  war- 
rant dated  i5th  May  1806,  ««  signed" 
J.  R.  Wheeler.''  This  Bill  coauins  oaIj 
30  srttcles,  and  itisacuriouscircumstaocs 
that  the  sum  which  the  Registrar  and 
Marshal  allotted  for  their  own  labour,  is 
'*  looking  o?er,peruiiing  and  settling"  the 
account,  agrees  to  a  farthing  with  the 
^amount  of  the  deduction  which  thej 
ms^e  !  It  vvill  not  escape  notice  too  thst 
the  Chancellor's  brother,  lord  Arden  tiis 
Registrar,  was  yvell  paid,  though  he  ne%sr 
saw  it.  It  is  pretty  evident  that  such  taxa« 
tion  is  little  calculated  to  afibrd  relief  to 
the  party  imposed  on* 

**  For  your  farther  satisfactioii,"  saji 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  "  by  refereoct 
to  the  4th  column  of  enclosure  No.  i 
you  will  sef(.  that  the  disbursements  thf 
procurator  has  made  in  each  caie,  cal« 
qulated  at  the  lowest  rate,  iifaves  bim  but 
8/.  8s.  in  evich  case«  for  his  own,  profits,  Sot 
the  expence  of  cleric^  and  the  establish- 
ment of  bis  office."  Unfortunately  for  s 
general  inference  in  fs^voor  of  such  mod^ 
ratioOf  it  is  a  aotorioos  fact  that  the  i$ 
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T-eiasels  Contained  in  this  list  were  coti- 
<f  emned  not  only  without  titigaliony  bat 
without  the  asoal  forms  of  proceeding,  as 
t.be  right  hon.  gentleman  himself  admits 
in  another  part  of  his  letter,  where  he  says, 
«'  the  only  exhibits  produced  in  the  Cpurt 
of  Admiralty  were  three  certificates,  three 
mffidavits,  and  a  list.**   Neither  were  the 
examination  of  the  Masters  taken,  or  a 
■ingle  paper  brought  into  court.    For  the 
ex  pence  of  real  pnze  causes,  let  the  House 
look  into  the  bills  printed  last  session,  in 
one  of  which,  that  of  the  Two  Sisters  and 
Experiment,  the  Proctor's  bill  amounted  to 
S55L  Is.  6d,  and  the  totkl  charge  at  the  Com- 
mons to  the  enormou|sum  of  L029/.  Of.  Sd, 
Lest  the  minute  of  the  Proctor  and  the 
list  of  19  Tessels,  so  cheaply  condemned ! 
'    should  not  satisfy  our  minds  as  to  the  ab- 
solute moderation  of  the  Procurator's  biHsj 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  proceeds  to  in- 
form us  comparatively,  that  his  charges 
•*  are  upon  the  whole  lower  than  those  of 
t    priTate  proctors,**  which,  if  true,  would 
only  prove,  that  it  costs  less  to  ruin  a 
I     cause  than  to  support  it. 

Permit  me  to  ask  the  treasurer,  who  is 
desirous  to  remove  "  the  misconception 
that  prevaib  in  the  navy,"  if  he  thinks  that 
were  the  commandingofficers  all  compelled 
to  employ  one  tailor^  the  chancellor's  for  in- 
stance, that  it  would  be  quite  satisfactory 
to  learn,  whilst  there  was  a  certainty  of 
their  cloth  bein^  damaged,  that  beine  cut 
and  sewed  by  old  women  it  was  made  up 
cheaper,  as  might  be  ascertained  by  a 
niinote  behind  the  shop  board,  "  tl^at  it 
was  the  master  taylor's  particular  desire 
in  respect  to  his  bills,  first,  that  the  old 
ladies  should  be  moderate  in  their  cab- 
baging if  the  coat  fitted,  and  secondly,  if 
spoilt,  that  they  should  take  only  what  they 
could  get."    Would'  not  persons  thus  re- 
stricted, and   desirous  of  expedition  or 
care,  stimulate  the  old  ladies  by  a  dram  ; 
and  would  not  they  quit  one  job  and  take 
up  another  ?  Would  the  interests  of  all  be 
best  protected  thus  ?  Will  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  affirm,  in  defiance  of  the  known 
extent  of  business  in  the  procurator  ge- 
rieral's  oflice,  and  of  the  minute  called 

f^ablic,  which  he  hu  first  brought  to 
ight ;  will  he  assert  that  the  Procurator  is 
not  under  the  necessity  of  trusting  wholly 
to  his  clerks  ?  Does  he  know  that  this 
(Person  is  in  the  habit  of  releasing  sei- 
auresby  the  advice  of  the  King's  ad- 
vocate, aiid  that  the  advocate's  opinions 
are  founded  on  briefs  drawn  op  by  the 
proctoPs  cleiks,  by  the  rery  individuals 


Jolt  17,  181 K 


[99ft 


who,  althou|;b  the  proctor  is  the  goardian 
of  the  Interest  of  the  crown,  f<ei]i  it  con* 
venient  to  urge  as  a  plea  in  favour  of  tho 
restitution  of  a  ship  and  cargo  to  Moif» 
that  which  fAoir  had  not  stated  in  his  own 
memorial!  It  wilt  ht  k  curiooa  fact  if 
these  very  papers  brought  forward  by  th^ 
right  hon.  Treasurer  of  the  Navy  to  shew 
the  rectitude  should  establish  the  turpitude 
of  the  proetdr's  office.  "  Iauspect,''8ays  tb^ 
right  hon.  gentleman,  ''^'from'  the  amouni 
of  the  item  of  462/.  not  agreeing  with  ibi 
total  of  the  King's  Pk'octor's  bills  fromN67 
I  to  19,  that  some  charges  of  the  actuary 
are  included ;  the  paper  No.  5  will  obtaiif 
an  answer,  which  will  explain  that  point.'* 
Now,  Sir,  where  is  the  answer  of  the 
agent?  Why  has  thci  right  hon.  gentlemarf 
not  printed  the  reply  of  Messrs.  Cook 
and  ilalford  ?  Surely  had  tht  right  hoii. 
Treasurer  had  ibe  least  suspicion  that  the 
sum  deficient  was  a  bribe,  the  customary^ 
bribe  to  the  Proctor's  clerks,  he  would  not 
have  contented  himself  with  asking  after 
it  in  th*e  ambigaous  postscript  affixed  tjoi 
paper  No.  5,  in  whicti  he  says,  '<  In  thi^' 
account  above  mentioned  there  is  an 
item  of  charge  at  the  Commons,  See*  of 
4(S2/.*17f.  2i.  I  am  desirous  of  knowing 
whether  in  that  amount  the  actuary's  bin 
at  Yarmouth  is  included,  and  if  so,  I  re«* 
quest  you'  will  -have  the  goodness  to 
furnish  me  with  the  particulars."'  Why 
"  if  so  ?"  is  that  a  specimen  of  the  official 
accuracy  of  which  the  right  hon.'  gentle-' 
man  boasts  ?  Is  there  an  instance  in  whicti 
he  is  enabled  to  state  with  confidence  that 
the  interests  of  the  navy  are  best  protected 
by  being  in  the  King's  Pkx^ctor's  care }  t 
trust  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  wilt 
be  able  to  give  a  satisfactory  Account  to* 
the  House  %vby  lie'  cjualffiea  his  interro- 
gatory,  and  omitted  Cook  and  Halford'a 
reply.  But  perhaps  those  gentlemen  tooir 
the  hint  that,  if  they  could  not  answer  sa^ 
tisfactorily  they  were  to  remain  sifeht* 
Surely  such  m  mode  of  investigation  can« 
not  a(^cord  vrith  the  views  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  nor  can  it  be  satisfactory 
to  any  impartial  mind  ;  I  do  not  blamlf 
Messrs.  Cook  and  Halford,  for  adopting 
this  mode  of  promoting  the  interest  ^ 
their  clients,  for  whilst  one  proctor  shall 
manage  the  whole  concerns  of  the  naVy 
by  means  of  clerks,  it  would  appear  to  hi 
tjfie  only  means  of  securing  that  which  bf 
the  laws  of  war  ought  tube  their  property. 
In  a  case  of  the  Lapwings,  a  t>onus  of  500 
guineas  waa  presented  to  the  chief  cleric^ 
and  the  ship  which  the  paocurat«r  wai 
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aboot  to  have  reieued  was,  after  the  ap- 
'plication  of  the  stimulas,  actually  con- 
demoed.  The  bill  of  the  Two  Sisters  also 
affords  a  proof  of  the  practice. 
«  Not  contented  with  defending  the  pro- 
curator,  which  in*  my  opinion  is  no  light 
task,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  advocates 
the  cause  of  al  1  the  law  officers  of  the  crown, 
whose  charges,  he  tells  us  he  has  not  had 
any  occasion  to  disapprove  of.  Is  the 
Attorney  General  one  of  these,  law  offi- 
cers ?  Let  me  ask  that  learned  gentlest 
man  opposite,  whether  he  does  or  does  not 
receive  twenty  two  guineas  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  navy  for  every  cause  that 
comes  before  the  court  of  appeals^  Not- 
withstanding that,  he  has  attended  but 
once  there  since  the  court  comn^enced 
sitting  in  November !  If  I  am  incorrect 
he  will  say '  so :  Is  this  one  of  the 
law  charges  which  the  treasurer  has  no 
occasion  to  disapprove  of  ?  And  does  he 
think  it  right  that  the  procurator,  the 
boasted  guardian  of  tl^e  interests  of  the 
navy,  should  not  only  pay  the  Attorney 
General  for  staying  away,  but  fee  another 
for  coming  to  court,  and  performing 
his  doty. 

Lneed  not  waste  the  time  of  the  House 
ill  shewing  all  the  contradictions  and  ab- 
aurdities  which  this  letter  to  captain 
Maaon  contains. — In  one  sentence  we  are 
told,  that  the  judge  of  the  court  of  Ad- 
miralty cannot  include  more  vessels  than 
one  in  each  monition,  as  the  provisions  of 
the  45th  clause  of  the  45th  George  3d, 
chap.  7 2d,  applies  only  to  small  armed 
▼essels  of  the  enemy ;  next,  he  says, 
**  they  could  not  by  the  practice  of  the 
court  be  entitled  to  that  beneficial  regula- 
tion" and  yet  his  4th  inclosore  furnishes 
us  with  the  names  of  two  vessels,  though 
not  armed,  which  were  condemned  in  one 
monition  :  The  fact  will  appear  that  they* 
were  not  of  sufficient  value  to  pay  the 
gentlemen  of  Doctors  Commons  for  se- 
parate monition9»  and  though^iot  an  uni« 
versal  rule,  that  was  the  only  reason. 

Sir,  I  have  passed  nearly  20  yeari  in  the 
navy,  and  having  been  constantly  em- 
ployed until  lately,  I  have  had  full  op- 
portunity to  be  acquainted  with  the  feel- 
mgs  of  those  with  whom  I  have  mixed, 
and  I  believe  that  unless  the  laws  and  re- 
gulations made  to  guide  the  courts  of  Ad- 
miralty are  refermed,  captures  will  soon 
cease  to  be  made.  Were  that  done,  the 
enemy  would  then  sufier  the  loss  of  all 
the  trade  which  I  have  before,  stated  to 
be  of  sttch  importance  to  France  and  her 
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dependantsutes.    Two  thifdi  of  oar  pn^ 
sent  naval  establishment  wotild    be  q^m 
sufficient    for  the  purposes   of   blocks^ 
and  all  others;  nay,  I  am  clearly  of  o»- 
nion,  thatif  the  courts   were  reformed  l 
would'  be  a  benefit  to  oar  cxiontry  if  am 
third  of  our  ships  were  converted  is» 
firewood.     I  am  sure  that  the   first  lais 
of  the  Admiralty  would  not  vcKe  ag%iai 
the  production  of  papers  and  full  iovesh 
gation,  if  he  knew  the  extent  of  tbe  e^u. 
He  has  however  no  means  persooailvi? 
become  acquainted   with   tbe   facts,  aat 
there  are  but  few  who  will  venture  4o  m- 
form  him ;  his  disposition  to  do  justice, 
evidenced  in  tbe  recent  appotnttneoi  of  tk£ 
gallant  and  persecuted  officer,   sir  Robr 
Calder,  is  sufficient  lo  warrant  ibis  cm- 
clusion. 

I  shall  say  nothing  at  present  on  tbesab^ 
ject  of  the  vice-admiralty  courts  abroad, 
except  that  they  are  nefariously  condocv 
ed,  and  that  their  exertions  are  as  d^ 
structive  of  energy  abroad  as  the  conduct  sf 
those  in  the  proctor's  office  is  of  exenras 
at  home.  At  Malta  tbe  acts  of  paria* 
ment  are  set  in  deBance  ;  the  t^le  c-t 
fees,  which  could  legally  be  niade  by  tU 
king  in  councif  alone,  was  manafactured. 
and  remanufactured  by  theokselves,  kt{i 
five  years  in  a  drawer,  and  when  at  Is^ 
brought  out  it  was  affixed,  not  as  the  act 
directs,  in  open  court,  but  on  tbe  back  ^ 
a  door  in  a  private  room,  where  the  meis* 
bers  of  the  court  eat,  drank  and  put  oa 
their  wigs.  This  table  had  a  mioote  is 
the  hand  writing  and  bearing  the  signs- 
ture  of  the  judse,  authorising  the  receipt 
of  additional  tees,  although  by  the  43th 
of  his  present  Majesty  tliis  is  puoisbablc 
under  the  statute  of  frauds. 

Enforce  the  old  laws  in  their  spirit;  it 
will  not  be  necessary  to  make  new  onet. 
Suffer  them  not  to  be  evaded  by  the  quibbles 
which  the  lawyers  have  introduced.    Do 
this  and  rescind  the  order  in  council  of  1779, 
constituting  a  singly  procurator  for  the 
whole  navy,  in  direct  opposition  to  theopi* 
nion  of  the  great  law  authorities  who  weft 
consulted  on  the  subject  by  queen  Anae, 
and  thus  restore  to  the  navy  that  inestiou* 
ble  privilege  which  the  pettiest  privatetn 
possess,  of  choosing  their  own  counsel. 
Surely  tbe  officers  of  the  navy  merit  ti 
much   confidence  as  those  who  usoaDjr 
navigate,  such  vessels,  especially  such  ss 
sally  forth  from  Malta  and  Gibraltar. 

I  shall  not  trespass  loitger  than  to  ex- 
press a  hope  that  the  right  hononrabk 
treasurer  will  inform  ui  why  the  answer 
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not  be«ii  priDted  with  th«  rest  of  hit  gai^ 

l>l«d  sttUniftnt^  aod  I  trust.  Sir,  Im  will 

not  only  trot*  for  itt  prodoction,  but  for 

%hat  of  the  mbfequent  oorrHpoodcnce. 

I  hope  thai  it  will  be  found  that  he,  who 

booata  of  ofikdal  aecoracy,  4lid  not  rest 

ttatiafied,  if  Maasn.  Cook  and  Halford  nim* 

ply  anawered  that  the  actuary's  bill  was  not 

incUided.-^I  think.  Sir,  1  shall  be  enabled 

cloarly  to  establish  that  the  item,  afler 

f  %rhich  enquiry  appears  to  have  ceased, 

itctaally  was  a   Dribe   to  the  proctor's 

I  clerks ;    what,  then  will  become  of  the 

\   high  compliments  paid  to  the  condoct  of 

I   ahe  af&in  of  the  nary  in  that  corropt 

I    ofitee? 

In  addition  to  the  correspondence  on 
this  point  I  shall  mora  for  a  list  of  the 
I    fees  termed  moderate,  and  those  allowed 
\    «n  taxation  t  for  the  amount  of  the  King's 
I^roctor^B  bills  in  the  two  first  and  two  last 
Ctseain  each  year;  by  which,  an  average 
,    tnay  be  struck,  and  we  shall  then  see  whe- 
ther the  right  hon.  gentleman's  assertions, 
or  my  statements,  are  best  foundedi  and 
as  to  the  procurator's  moderatton,  and  the 
benefits  the  navy  derives  from  being  com- 
I     palled  to  entnMt  their  mohifarioos  inte- 
rests to  his  snperintendance  alone.'^The 
tioble  lord  then  proceeded  to  move  for 
eeruin  papers,  relative  to  the  various  in* 
atanees  of  captures  he  had  alluded  to ;  the 
first  of  which  was,  for  "  Copies  of  the  Cor- 
fespondence  between  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Vrrj  and  Messrs.  Cook  and  Halford, 
relating  to  an  item  of  the  charge  of  i02/. 
17«.  28.  supposed,  in  the  treasurer's  letter 
of  the2Qth  of  January  1811,  to  contain 
the  amount  of  the  Actuary's  bill  at  Yar- 
mouth relative  to  condemnation  of  a  vessel 
Uken  by  the  Fisgard." 

Mr.  'Rote  satd,  he  should  not  follow  the 
noble  kir d  through  all  the  desultory  matter 
he  had  introduced  into  his  speech,  or 
thmagh  all  the  cases  he  had  thought 
proper  to  bring  forward,  without  any  re* 
Arence  to  the  question,  and  without  any 

{revioos  notice ;  but  as  the  case  of  the 
isgaard  had  attracted  much  attention 
from  the  public,  be  felt  it  bis  duty  to  move 
for  pspcrs  in  order  to  answer  the  charges. 
Ha  was  surprised  to  hear  the  noble  lord 
SMose  him  of  mis-statement  with  respea 
10  the  King's  proctor ;  his  assertion  was, 
that  the  aflatrs  of  the  navy  were  better 
sittatsd  in  the  hands  of  one  man  of  great 
retponsUnlity;  and  to  that  opinion  be 
still  adheredl  The  noble  lord  had  said, 
that  fewer  eapses  wafa  liitgalcd  by  the 
(VOL  XX.) 
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navy  than  by  privateers:  but  that  m  bis 
judgment  arose  from  the  prudence  of  the 
J^idg's  proctor,  who  investigated  fairly « 
and  advised  against  rash  proceedfhgs.  He 
should  be  ashamed  to  dwell  upon  all  the 
cases  brought  forward  by  the  noble  lord« 
but  thuught  it  necessary  to  explain  what 
the  case  of  the  Fisguard  was,  that  the 
House  might  decide  upon  its  merits. 
Captain  Mason,  an  officer  of  great  respecN 
ability  and  character,  bad  written  to  hint, 
stating  some  inconvenience  aUd  injustice 
which  he  supposed  to  have  been  oom^ 
mitted  in  respect  to  some  vessels  captured 
by  him ;  to  this  letter  he  had  replied  on 
the  2 1  St  of  January.  After  having  duly 
investigated  the  facts,  which  turned  out 
to  the  honour  of  the  King's  proctor,  the 
noble  lord  had  said,  that  it  was  the  clerka 
who  did  the  business,  hot  however  that 
might  be,  the  Ktng^s  proctor  was  responsi* 
ble.  The  noble  lord  had  found  fauh  with 
an  act  of  parliament,  be  was  not  responsi- 
ble  for  that.  Having  entered  into  the 
particulars  of  some  dwrges  by  the  King's 
proctor,  to  prove  their  moderation,  ha 
thought  it  would  be  the  best  way  to  read 
the  answer  of  captain  Mason  to  bis  letter^ 
that  the  House  might  see  how  the  matter 
stood' in  the  mind  of  the  person  mosi 
deeply  interested.  Here  the  right  hon* 
member  proceeded  to  read  some  extracta 
in  which  the  thanks  of  the  gallant  crificer 
were  warmly  expressed,  for  the  prompt 
investigation  of  the  case,  and  a  tribute  o^ 
■pphiuse  preoounded  upon  the  general 
conduct  or  the  treasurer  of  the  navy,  and 
the  judge  of  the  admiralty  court.*-Tfais 
was  the  testimony  of  the  person  most  cotii« 
cemed  In  the  case,  against  that  of  the 
noble  lord  who  bad  uken  it  up  without 
inquiry.  As  to  the  case  of  the  Lapwings 
the  captatu  of  which  was  said  to  have 
given  5<M*  as  a  bribe  to  the  King's  proc# 
tor^s  ofice ;  he  would  explain  its  natures* 
In  going  through  the  accounts  of  the 
prise,  It  did  not  appear  to  him  'that  that 
sum  had  been  accounted  for,  and  there* 
fore  he  wrote  to  the  agents,  who  returned 
an  answer  In  explanation  stating  that  it 
was  a  case  in  which  a  particular  responsi^ 
bility  was  attached  to  captain  8kene,  and 
inclosing  a- letter  from  him,  which  de» 
clared  that  he  bad  paid  the  sum  with  th# 
consent  of  the  eapiors.  On  investtgatiofi 
it  appeared,  that  the  sum  was  paid  for  in-* 
formation,  without  which  the  coodeasiu^ 
tlon  could  MR  be  eifocted,  and  that  not 
one  sixpence  of  it  had  been^paid  to  the 
"s  proctor  or  his  olBcfrs*  How  could 
(18) 
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the  noble  lord  reconcile  such  charges  to 
himself?  Coald  ihere  now  be  any  doubt 
upon  this  case  ?  It  was  so  doubtful  that 
the  King's  proctor  had  advised  against  it,  ■ 
and  it  never  could  have  been  brought  to  a 
favourable  issue  but  for  the  evidence  pro* 
cured  by  the  5(X)/.  The  noble  lord  had 
said,  that  he  never  had  seized  a  neutral, 
and  never  would.  The  noble  lord  was 
the  best  judge  of  his  own  conduct,  but  to 
bis  knowledge  some  of  the  best  officers 
did  soj  and  he  was  sure  would  continue 
lo  do  so  still.  He  did  not  mean  to  make 
any  charge  againH  the  navy  agents,  who 
were  a  respectable  class  of'^  men,  but  he 
most  repeat,  that  the  interests  of  the  navy 
were  better  secured  when  under  the  di- 
rection of  one  person.  It  was  onneces- 
•ary  for  him  to  detain  the  House  any 
longer,  as  he  hoped  he  had  shewn  to  their 
•atisfaction  that  the  charge  of  the  noble 
lord  was  unfounded. 

Mr.  Stephen  wished  to  express  his  indig* 
nation  at  the  cruel  manner  adopted  by  the 
noble  lord  of  treating  public  men.  The 
noble  lord  had  brought  a  charge  against 
the  King's  proctor,  which,  if  true,  must 
render  him  unworthy  to  hold  any  situa- 
tion. Yet  what  course  did  the  noble  lord 
pursue?  Did  he  impeach  him?  No; 
but  he  moved  for  certain  papers,  which 
had  no  more  relation  to  the  case  than  to 
-any  other  case  which  was  not  yet  in  con- 
templation. Why  did  not  the  noble  lord 
adopt  another  coarse  ?  Why  did  he  not 
go  to  the  first  lord  of  the  admiralty,  whose 
conduct  he  was  obliged  to  compliment? 
He  had  said  that  he  had  proofs :  why  did 
he  not  go  to  the  court  of  King's-bencb, 
«nd  produce  them  ?  But  no,  he  was  satis- 
fied with  merely  moving  for  some  accounts 
which  be  considered  a  consistent  conclu- 
lion  to  a  charge  of  bribery.  This  was 
i^ot  the  way  to  treat  public  men.  Sup- 
posing that  a  charge  had  been  made 
against  the  noble  lord  himself  at  that 
^ate  period  of  the  session,  accusing  him  of 
peculation,  or  some  other  crime,  and  that 
^11  this  was  followed  up  by  a  motion  for 
^e  production  of  bis  accounts,  would  he 
t^ot  complain  of  being  most  improperly 
treated,  and  say  that  every  principle  of 
jn^ice  and  humanity  had  been  violated 
with  respect  to  him?  Bat  it  appeared 
^tcr  all  that  the  King's  proctor  had  not 
received  the  bribe.  He  begged  leave  to 
remind  the  nobie  lord  of  a  former  occasion, 
upon  which  he  had  accused  the  King's 

f>roctor,  and  compelled  the  gorei-nment  to 
^  ay  opei^  to  the  world  the.  ggency  of  a  fen* 
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tleman,  who*  if  ever  he  fell  into  the  haada 
of  the  French*  might  \afkt  from  the  dis* 
closure.  The  member  for  Bedford  had 
declared,  upon  that  occasion*  that  the 
planation  of  the  government  ww  umbI 
tisfactory,  yet  the  noble  l6rd  had  now 
brought  forward  a  new  charge  which  had 
been  satisfactorily  answered  also.  As  to 
the  assertion  that  the  king's  proctor  de- 
manded immoderate  fe^^  he  beliered 
them  to  be  less  than  those  of  o^ers^  and 
cited  some  instances  in  which  the  noble 
lord  himself  was  concerned,  at  a  proof  of 
the  moderation  of  his  charges.  The  in» 
terest  of  the  navy  itself  required  that  one 
responsible  person  should  be  employed* 
and  the  individual  accused  appeared  enti* 
tied  to  the  thanks  of  the  country..  He 
hoped  when  the  noble  lord  heard  snch  re« 
ports  in  future*  that  he  would  examine 
them  privately  at  first,  and  go  to  the  ad- 
miralty* where  information  was  never  re* 
fused.  At  all  events,  he  hoped  that  h» 
would  never  again  come  at  tbe  end  of  a 
session  to  attack  the  character  of  any  indi* 
vidual  in  a  measure  which  was  not  war* 
ranted  b^  the  circumstances  of  the  caae. 

Captain  Parker  defended  the  coort  of 
Admiralty  from  the  imputations  cast  npon 
it  by  the  noble  lord. 

Lord  Coekrane,  in  reply,  jaid*  that  he 
had  not  been  answered  in  a  single  point 
(Hear!  hear!)  He  repeated*  in  not  n 
single  point.  He  had  asked*  why  the 
answer  of  Cook  and  Halford  to  the  righi 
hon.  gentleman's  letter*  No.  5*  had  not 
been  presented  among  the  other  papers) 
He  had  pressed  that  question  strongly*  bm 
had  got  no  answer.  Jhe  right  hon.  gent, 
had,  indeed,  read  captain  Skene's  letter, 
approving  of  the  disbursement  of  SOQi^ 
but  captain  Skene's  information  on  thjt 
subject  had  been  defective.  He  repeated 
that  tbe  proctor  and  his  clerks  had  beeii 
•averse  to  the  prosecution  of  the  eaose^ 
till  tbe  application  of  the  stimulus  which 
they  bad  no  right  to  receive.  If  a  Com* 
mittee  had  been  granted  him  last  year*  be 
would  have  proved  that  27,000/.  had  been 
improperly  taken  from  the  navy  by  that 
office :  but  when  gentlemen  refuaed  an 
inquiry,  it  was  too  much  to  tell  him  that 
his  accusations  were  unfounded.  If  they 
put  these  cases  in  a  different  light*  and . 
argued  upon  them,  he  could  not  help  that; 
he  spoke  of  the  king's  proctor,  not  at  an 
individual,  but  as  a  public  officer  en* 
tmsled  with  duties  which  he  coold 
not  fully  perform.  Tbe  right  hon.  gent. 
plumQd  i|i/nself  on  tbe  wiawer  of  ci^ptua 
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If  Mon,  CMDpltiiieiiiiiig  himoBUi«  tttentbn 
which  hft  kid  ptid  to  bis  cafe»  and  the  io- 
Iftrctttof  navy  captois  in  general;  but 
captain  Maion,  too,  might  l^ve  bean  ilU 
tnromed  on  the  snbjecU  The  right  ffoff; 
gent,  had  written  to  c«piaia<  Maion,  that 
neatarei  had  been  taken,  wider  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  coart  of  Admiralty,  to  prevent 
nndoe  charges  by  the  agents  at  the  out 
ports  in  future,  why  was  there  net  some 
enactment  on  the  sobject,  that  officers  of 
Uie  navy  mtBht  haTe  somethinff  precise  to 
trust  to }  The  hon.  and  learned  gent  op* 
pJMita  (Mn  Stephen)  had  latt  year  moved 
a  Heaointion  tnat  every  thing  had  been 
conducted  in  the  most  proper  way  by  the 
law  officers.  How  the  House  could  have 
agreed  to  such  a  Resolution  without  in* 
^uiry,  was  to  him  astonishing.  lie  saw 
no  foundation  for  the  delicacy  alledged 
with  regard  to  bringins  forwara  the  name 
of  Moir,  as  it  had  long  been  notorious  that 
he  had  been  employed  in  facilitating  the 
trade  of  the  enemy  for  ship  timber.  He 
denied  that  he  proposed  a  per  centage 
upon  the  amoont  of  captures  as  fees  for 
the  proctor ;  he  had  only  said,  that  there 
ought  to  be  some  regular  rule  that  the 
captors  might  know  wheiher  they  were 
wronged  DT  not  As  to  the  observation, 
that  captors  were  formerly  entitled  only 
le  one*third  of  their  prices,  this  only 
proved  that  the  mmisters  who  altered  the 
system  knew  better  how  to  make  use  of 
the  motives  by  which  men  were  generally 
actuated  than  the  present  ministers.  The 
king's  proctor  had  as  many  causes  in  the 
admiralty  court  as  79  otlu^r  proctors;  this 
onght^not  to  be :  there  ooght,  at  least,  to 
be  six  king's  proctors,  out  of  which  the 
officers  of  the  navy  might  choose.  He 
asked  the  hon.  and  learned  |^nt  whether 
he  did  not  attend  sometimes  in  the  court  of 
appeal  for  the  attorney  general,  and  took 
the  fees,  while  the  attorney,  though  absent, 
waa  still  paid  for  his  attendance.  For- 
nerly  the  king's  proctor  sat  at  one  end  of 
the  table,  preparing  their  cases  for  the 
captors,  while  another  proctor  sat  at  the 
other  end,  preparing  the  cases  of  the  clai- 
nants.  This  glaring  abuse  had  been  done 
away,  and  he  hoped  othera  would  be  done 
away  in  the  same  manner.  He  then  read 
n  memorial  from*  his  rektion,  sir  Alexander 
Cochrane,  a  man  not  likely  to  be  actuated 
by  the  prejudices  impnted  to  himself, 
strongly  urging  the  objection  to  the  cir- 
camstance  of  tberebetng  only  one  proctor, 
and  stating  that  therd  were  grounds  to  be- 
jlefethei  this  procler  aacretly  appointed 


die  proctor  on  the  other  side  to  defend 
against  himself.  His  lordship  further 
steted^  that  next  session  he  would  bring  in 
a  Bill  to  amend  the  law  on  the  subject  of 
l^ixea,  and  asserted  that  the  commerce  of 
the  enemy  was  carried  on  to  a  great  ex- 
tent; and  that  the  IVIediterranean  waa 
crowded  with  their  ships,  in  a  great  mea* 
sure  owing  to  the  want  of  a  stimulus,  which^ 
while  they  were  men,  would  induce  the 
officers  of  the  navy  to  keep  a  sharper  look 
out 

Mr.  ilos^,  in  explanation,  said,  that  the 
noble  lord  was,  he  believed,  the  only  officer 
who  would  so«pect  him  of  throwing  a 
shield  over  the  navy  agents.  As  the  noble 
lord  had  returned  to  the  charge  of  bribery^ 
he  thought  it  necessary  to  repeat  what  he 
had  already  said,  that  the  5001.  was  given 
to  obtain  information. 

Lord  Cockram  said,  iie  had  not  accused 
the  right  hon.  gent  of  partiality  to  the 
agents,  but  only  that  he  ooght  tcyhave 
made  more  enquiry,  and  give  further  in* 
formation. 

Mr.  Si€phen  said  that  though  the  At- 
tomey*General  could  not  always  attend  in 
court,  the  crown  and  the  captors  had  the 
advantage  of  his  advice. 

The  Auonie^GenerQl  said  it  was  true 
that  the  law  officers  of  his  Majesty  hhd 
not  been  present  at  all  the  causes  in  the 
court  of  admiralty,  but  this  he  could  say. 
that  all  the  little  assistance  he  could 
render,  always  had  been  rendered.  The 
cases  were  folly  discussed  in  consultations^ 
and  he  had  never  failed  to  attend  the  Privy 
Council.  If  it  was  imputed  to  him  as  a 
great  omiuion  that  he  aid  not  constantly 
attend  in  court  he  could  say  it  was  impos- 
sible.  He  trusted  that  those  who  knew 
him  and  his  practice,  would  not  suspect 
that  he  deserved  what  had  been  rather 
harshly  imputed  to  him  in  his  absence. 
He  had  always  made  his  private  businesa 
yield  to  hi%piiblic  duty. 

Lord  CaArtmc  said  he  had  not  chai^ied 
him  with  any  wilfol  neglect ;  all  he  con- 
tended  for  was,  that  if  he  could  not  at* 
tend,  he  ought  not  to  be  paid. 

Mr.  P.  ilfoore  conceived  that  the  House 
ought  to  grant  the  motion,  in  order  to  |pve 
the  noble  lord  an  opportunity  of  making 
good  his  charges.  \v  ben  a  person  stand- 
ing forward  in  the  light  of  a  public  ac- 
cuser, brought  on  charges,  which  were 
answered,  and  notwithstanding  that  an* 
swer,  repeated  the  charges,  it  was  in 
common  justice  due  to  that  person,  to 
afford  him  the  means  of  grounding  a  mo* 
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lion  for  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
truth  of  what  he  had  slated. 

The  Chancellor  qftke  Excheguerh^d  oever 
heard  a  more  preposterous  doctrine  than 
that  advanced  by  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
spoke  last.     What,  because  the  groimd 
upon  which  the  charges  of  the  noble  lord 
were  built,  was  taken  from  him,  that,  there- 
fore the  lioase^was  bound  to  grant  the 
motion.    It  was  a  proceeding  that  could 
not  be   tolerated.     The  king's  proctor 
had  been  charged  without  due  notice  given 
lo  him  of  the  charges;  for  all  that  was 
known  on  the  subject  previous  to  bringing 
it  forward,  was  a  notice  on  the  book  of  the 
table,  *'  for  papers  relating  to  ships  taken 
by  the  Fisguardi''  In  this  notice  was  there 
any  tittle  of  evidence  or  charge,  of  bribery 
against  the  king's  proctor,  so  that  it  could 
be  met!     Was  there,  indeed,  any  mis- 
conduct imposed  to  that  officer?     Yet  in 
the  statement  of  the  noble  lord  he  very 
broadiy  charged  corruption  in  every  in- 
stance in  the  office  of  the  king's  proctor, 
and  promised,  if  a  committee  was  granted, 
that  he  woukl  prove  his  charges.    The 
enswer  which  had  been  given  by  his  right 
hon.  friend    to   the   charse    relative  to 
captain  Skene,  would  condemn  the  noble 
lord  in  the  first  instance,  and  in  any  charges 
wliich  he  might  make  in  the  next  session. 
Was  it  to  he  endured,  that  because  the  noble 
lord  chose  to  invest  himself  with  the  de* 
4igbtful  office  of  public  accuser,  and  to  de* 
fire  that  he  might  be  allowed  to  keep 
charges  hanging  over  the  heads  of  nieri- 
torious  and  honourable  public  officers  all 
the  vacation,  that  he  should  have  his  de- 
sire?    Did   the  House  think,  that  next 
session,  judging  from  past  experience  of 
the  noble  lord's  motions,  that  be  would  be 
prepared  to  make  good  his  charges?   Was 
It  possible,  on  such  a  statement  as  that  he 
had  now  made,  the  House  could  grant  an 
enquiry  ?     He  had  talked  of  bringing  for- 
ward a  bill  to  amend  the  law.    That  he 
night  do,  and  if  any  thing  was  found 
wrong  in  the  present  laws  on  the  subject, 
to  be  sure  the  noble  lord's  suggestion, 
which  he  was  justified  in  making  from  his 
known  (experience,  would  be  attended  to; 
but  he  could  not  suffer  this  House,  merely 
at  the  request  of  the  noble  lord,  to  l>e 
turned  into  a  channel  for  libel  and  slander 
to  aim  their  course  against  any  Individual. 
The  House  he  thought  would  do  well  to 
reject  such  motions,  which,  brought  fof> 
ward  as  they  were  at  the  end  of  a  session, 
prefaced    with    inflammatory    speeches, 

waH  b»  prcNlav^Te  of  no  pubiiQ  benefit 
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Captain  Bsf«|^r«{,  in  justice  to  tbe  kin^n 
proctor,  stated,  that  in  the  .proiecntion  of 
all  cases  from  abroad,  he  had  fooad  tkat 
officer  as  honourable  a  man  as  ever  esitted. 
6ir  tf,  Nieholl,  after  the  honourable  mc:- 
quittal  which,  in  the  judgment  of  tb« 
House  must  be  pronounced,  would  not 
have  troubled  them  with  any  observstioiifl^ 
but  for  the  pertinaciousness  of  the  nebl* 
lord,  who  still  maintained  that  he  ooald 
prove  his  chaises.    The  noble  lord  had  no 
right  to  say,  that  if  the  papers  were  pro- 
duced, they  would  prove  his  chargee  to  bo 
correct.    When  be  stated  that  the  officera 
of  the  navy  had  been  defrauded  of  SO  per 
cent,  he  inculpated  ail  the  oficers  of  tlio 
court   of  admiraltvr  not  even  onitungf 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  judge. ''  Tho 
noble  lord  had  moved  for  the  pepers  on 
the  subject  last  section.    Wishing  to  tbroer 
every  light  he  could,  he  bad  seconded  that 
motion,  and  from  time  to  time  furnished 
additional  papers.    All  of  these  went  to 
prove,  that  there   was  not  the  sltghieat 
ground  for  the  accusation  of  the  noblo 
lord.    Indeed,  the  House  had,  «ia  voor, 
almost,  acquitted  the  law  officers  of  tho 
crown,  for  the  noble  lord  could  only  6i»ii 
six  members  on  the  division  upon  hie 
original  motion,  and  when  the  reaoloUoa 
for  acquitting  the  law  officers  was  prepoeed, 
the  only  vote  against  it  was  the  noble  lord's! 
Under  these  circumstances,  then,  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  trusted  the 
House  would  agree  with  him,  that  thore 
were  just  ffronnds  for  complaining  of  tho 
conduct  of  the  noble  lord,  and  for  thinking 
that  the  officers  of  the  admiralty  court  had 
been  treated  with  much  injustice.    He  had 
to  assure  the  noble  lord  that  his  chargee 
could   not  affect  him*  for  he    did  not 
now  hold  the  situation  of  king's  advo» 
cate ;  had  nothing  to  do  with  govemsDenl 
business ;  all  his  practice  being  confined  to 
the  ecclesiastical  court. 

Mr.  H^»^!MnuA  thought  the  House  wouM 
not  object  to  grant  the  motion.  With 
respect  to  the  rest,  he  hoped  the  noble 
lord  would*  withdraw  them.  At  the  aane 
time  he  felt  himself  inclined,  should  the 
noble  lord  next  session  bring  forward  any 
motion  respecting  abuses  in  Uie  Admiralty 
court,  to  support  him.  Heconceived  that 
the  interests  of  the  puUic  might  have  suf* 
fared  from  the  very  high  character  which 
the  officers  in  that  court  held,  be  meant 
the  learned  judge  and  advocate.  He  knew 
that  abuses,  notwithstanding  their  re* 
spectable  characters,  really  |did  exist 
Pttsei  hid  hiiffn  mentinnad  In  him  nf  nhifcss 
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«m1  to  gd  It  the  troth  or  falsbood  of  tlMMe 
cMOf,  ho  had  frequently  coaiaKed  proctors 
who  cofifimed  tlie  facta,  bat  deaii«d  their 
namea  might  be  conceeled.  Feeling  him* 
aeif  bonnd  in  honour  not  to  dtacloae  their 
nansea,  as  the  facta  were  inporled  under 
the  foil  of  aecrecy,  he  abouM  abalain«  but 
it  waa  tufficienft  that  they  were  in  exlat- 
i^ce  to  warrant  inqoiry* 

Sk  W*  Stoii,  from  the  allwion  which  ihe 
hon.  gent,  had  made  to  him,  waa  called 
upon  to  aay  n  few  words*  If  the  hon. 
gent,  had  stated  to  him,  in  the  way  he 
had  now  described,  those  fMts  he  had  men* 
tioned,  he  should  have  enquired  into  them. 
He  begged  to  remind  the  hon.  gent*  that 
would  lure  been  the  proper  mode  of  pro* 
ceeding.  It  must  be  obrious,  that  the 
only  course  was  to  bring  cases  of  abuse 
under  the  cognisance  of  the  regular  au- 
thority appointed  to  inquire  into  and  cor* 
rect  thenf.  If  he  had  declined  to  inatitute 
that  inquiry,  then  the  next  course  for  the 
hon.  gentleman  to  have  pursued,  waa  to 
bring  them  befere  the  notice  of  the  House, 
and  the  accusation  would  be  against  him 
for  refusing  to  exercise  the  authority  Teat* 
e6  in  him.  Not  having  done  so,  the  hon. 
gentleman  must  excuse  him  if  he  com* 
plained  of  ii^ustice,  because  the  statement 
appeared  to  charge  him  with  having  re* 
fused  the  aid  of  his  powers.  He  hoped 
that  for  the  future  the  House  would  not 
have  to  enquire  into  every  complaint,  on- 
less  it  was  proved  that  the  courts  ol' justice 
bad  failed  in  the  due  execution  of  their 
mutherity. 

Mr.  W.  Smkk  declared,  that  he  had  not 
the  aiightcst  intention  of  making  an  accu* 
aation  acainst  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
gent.  He  was  not  aware  of  any  abuses 
which  fell  wtthiu  his  correction,  which 
bad  not  been  attended  to.  But  this  he 
knew,  that  there  were  many  cases  of 
Strong  ir\|ostice  in  the  admiralty  court. 

The  lirat  motion  was  put  and  agreed 
to.  The  second  motion  was  then  pro* 
peaed  by  the  noble  loid,  but  not  being 
aecouded  by  any  hoif .  member,  fell  to  the 
pround*  The  noble  lord  then  stated  his 
intention  of  making  this  the  subject  of  dis* 
Cttssioo  in  the  course  of  the  next  session. 

Motion  vox  niaAuowixo  trx  Votes 
or  THE  Bank  Diebctoes  vrox  tme  Gold 
Com  Bill.]  Mr.  Onevey  rose,  for  the 
purpose  of  submitting  to  the  House  a  Re« 
aolution  for  disallowing  the  votes  of  certain 
members  in  the  further  stages  of  the  Gold 
Coi»  KU«    FraviMa  to  whicfaf  he  desired 
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the  Merk  might  read  the  tatract  from 
the  Journals  respecting  the  Loyxlty  Loan 
of  1797.-^Thu  clerk  accordingly  read 
the  extract,  which  consisted  of  a  motion 
for  disallowing  the  votes  of  Georse  Bdso 
and  William  Huskisson,  esqrs.  on  toe  loy« 
alty  loan  bill,  they  being  interested  aa 
subscribers*      Those  gentlemen   having 
been  heard,  and  stated  that  they  declined 
any  interest,  withdrew,  and  the  House  re* 
jected  the  motion].     The  hon.  gent  oh« 
served,  that  he  did  not  object'to  any  thing 
done  on  that  occasion,  because  the  two 
members  were  allowed  to  vote  ;    the  Hai 
state  of  the  caae  was^  that  Mr.  Pitt  had 
ffiven  them  bonusses  on  the  loan  of  that 
day,  and  they,  upon  the  objection  to  their 
votea  beinx  taken,  stated  that  they  -had 
parted  with  their  interest,  and  therefore 
the  House  allowed  them  to  vote  on  the 
bill.    The  case  waa  di&rent  with  another 
hop.  member,  he  did  not  know  whether 
he  was  now  a  member  of  the  House  or 
not,  but  his  name  waa  Mannins.      On 
that  occasion  Mr.  Manning  atateo  how  he 
was  situated,  that  he  held  some  of  the 
loan,  and  took  the  advice  of  the  then 
Speaker  how  he  was  to  act.    The  Speaker 
decided,    that  if   he  possessed  any  in* 
terest  in  the  loan,  Ihat  was  a  dbqualifica* 
tion  for  voting,  and  Mr.  Manning  accord* 
ingly  withdrew  and  did  not  vote.     The 
other  case  was  that  of  a  bill  for  tncor* 
poratii^  a  bread  company,  consisting  of 
ifty  pound  shares.    Some  of  the  members 
were  part  of  that  community,  and  the 
Speaker^  deckled,  that  they  bearing  an  in* 
teresi,  were  not  entitled  to  vote.     These 
were  cases  which  were  in  point  with  the 
present    He  held  in  his  hand  a  list  of 
Bank  proprietors,  in  number  45,  who,  aa 
he  should- contend,  possessing  from  their 
situations  an  interest  in  the  present  bill 
for  legalising  the  tender  of  Bank  notes/ 
were  consequently  disqualified,  and  ought 
not  to  vote.    In  order  to  shew  the  interest 
these  forty*five  persons  had,  it  was  only 
necessary  for  him  to  refer  to  the  act  of 
1797,  restricting  the  ir-ue  of  gold  by  the 
Bank  of  England.     By  this  act  the  com« 
pany  were  restrained  by  law  from  paying 
their  legal  creditors  in.  cash,  in  coose* 
qoence  of  which,  havhig  before  the  period 
of  passing  the  ac^  issued  notes  to  the  amount 
of  eleven  millions,  and  supposing  that  sum 
to  be  for  their  capital,  they  did,  after  the 
passing  of  the  act,  increase  their  issues  to 
twenty-one  millions    The  efiect  of  the 
act  was  this,  that  there  accrued  to  them  a 
great  increase  of  interest— thai  in  the  wxy 
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of  bonus  they  had  in  the  14  yeara  subse- 
qaent  to  1797,  divided  among  themseWes 
ihe  enormous  sum  of  six  millions  sterling ; 
that  they  had  increased  their  dividends 
from  seven  to  ten  per  cent,  and  that  (he 
rise  in  the  price  of  their  stock  was  almost 
unparalleled,  it  being  at  that  time  only 
]  1 B,  and  now  236.   All  these  benefits  had 
been  produced  by  the  bill  of  1797)  and  he 
would  ask,  what  gi'eater  interest  could 
they  have  than  in  their  being  invested 
with  the  power  of  coining }    Could  the 
case  before  alluded  to  be  put  in  compa* 
rison  with  this  ppwer?    Would  it  be  con* 
tended  by  any  one  that  it  was  right  for 
the  House  to  permit  them  to  double  their 
fortunes?     With  respect  to  the  interest 
which  these  persons  might  have  in  the  bill, 
if  he  were  to  say  that  these  notes  were 
depreciated,  he  might  be  liable  to  the 
same  observation  which  a  right  hon.  gent. 
had  applied  to  his  noble  friend  (lord  King) 
»nd  be  called  a  jevi:  and  a  pedlar.    It  was 
quite  sufficient  for  his  purpose,  without 
stating  any  such  opinion,  or  noticing  the 
unfortunate  cases  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  De 
Yonge,  prosecuted  for  selling  guineas,  to 
state  that  those  cases,  and  the  conduct  of 
his  noble  friend  in  denianding  guineas  for 
bis  rents,  produced  this  bill  making  bank 
notes  a  legal  tender.    The  operation  of  the 
bill  was  to  grease  the  wheels  of  the  Bank, 
and  to  set  them,  as  in  1797,  a  coining 
again.   They  might,  when  the -Bill  passed, 
torn  their  rags  into  paper,  give  them  a 
nominal  value,  whatever  value  they  chose, 
and  no  one  dared  refuse  to  take  them  as 
coin,  and  then  would  follow  a  further  in- 
crease of  dividends  and  bonuses,  and  a  note 
night,  perhaps,  eventually  be  sold  for  two- 
pence, which  passed  now  for  twenty  shil- 
lings.    Under  these  circomstance9«  those 
members  composing  the  list  he  held  in  his 
hand,  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  vote. 
Some  of  them,  without  mentioning  their 
names,  were  Bank  directors;  others  were 
proprietors  enly;    when  he  approached 
the  Bank  directors  it  was  with  the  greatest 
awe,  for  he  knew  they  were  the  greatest 
persons  in  the  country,  greater  even  in 
point  of  power  than  their  brother  directors 
in  Leadenhail-street  He  was  aware  that  in 
naming  them,  he  might  render  himself 
open  to  be  assailed  with  harsh  names,  but 
still  they  possessed  great  powers;  for  the 
legislature  protected  them  against  paying 
their  credUors,  and  ibey  in  return  fur- 
nished the  government  with  aids  for  carry* 
ing  on  the  war(  in  fact,  the  government 
might  be  said  to  bt  composed  of  three , 


estates — ^the  King,  the  Bank  of  Eoglandf 
and  the  East  India  company ;    and  they 
would  go  on  just  as  well  if  the  minislers* 
as  in  the  East  India  direction,  were  to 
change  with  the  Bank  directors,  and  to 
out  by  rotation  ;    for  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  admirable  a« 
he  was  in  his  speeches,  woaid,  if  he  were 
to  change  seats  with  the  gentlemen  under 
the  gallery,  have  his  paper  then  as  mocb 
admired  as  his  speeches  ever  had  been* 
It  had  been  said  on  a  former  night,  by  an 
hon.  friend  of  his,  a  Baok  director,  thai' 
he  could  not  have  any  influence  or  inte- 
rest, for  he  possessed  only  2,000t  atock, 
but  he  never  saw  any  commercial  man  who 
could  n6t  get  accommodated  at  the  Bank^ 
to  the  extent,  as  in  a  late  case,  if  wanted,  of 
,  200,000/.     He  should  like  to  know  what 
sort  of  a  figure  his  noble  friend  lord  King 
would  cut,  were  he  to  go  there  and  ask  for 
accommodation.    The  hon.  gent,  then  re* 
ferred  to  the  list,  and  observed,  that  he  would 
take  the  first  name,  which  was  the  right 
hon.  George,  lord  Ardeo;  now  looking 
over  the  Report  of  Hhe  Committee  ap« 
pointed  to  inquire  into  sinecure  places,  he 
found  that  lord  Arden  held  the  offices  of 
a  lord  of  the  Bed  Chamber,  Register  of 
the  court  of  Appeals,  and  Register  of  tho 
high  court  of  Admiralty.    When  called 
before  the  Committee,  and  questioned  as 
to  the  amount  of  his  fees,  the  noble  lord 
refused  to  answer ;  and  it»was  not  until  his 
deputy,  Mr.  Jenner,  was  examined,  that 
any  information  could  be  gained.    It  then 
appeared,  that  the  fees  which  the  noble 
lord  received  amounted  to  twelve  thousand 
pounds  per  annum ;    that  for  the  last  tea 
years,  the  public  money  remaining  in  bis 
hands   amounted    to   200,000/.    on    the 
avefage  yearly.     Now,   the  right  boo. 
gent,  bad  called  his  noble  friend  and  some 
others  '^  Jews  and  pedlars ;"    might  noi 
the  same  appellation  be  liable  to  fall  upon 
lord  Arden  ?   might  he  not  have  laid  out 
in  Bank  stock  the  2(K>,000/.— (Cries  of 
Order,  order !  (Why  when  the  right  hon, 
gent,  was  talking  of  lord  King,  who  was 
only  making  the  best  use  of  his  own  pro« 
perty,  which  he  had  the  right  of  doing, 
he  was  complimented  with  the  title  of  Jew, 
and  was  it  unreasonable  to  suppose  that 
lord   Arden  could  not  be  as  gallant  a 
defender  of  hia  property  as  my  lord  King^ 
If  the  right  hon.  gent,  by  the  term  "  Jew'' 
meant  a  vigilant  guardian,  it  might  bo 
fairly  said,  from  what  was  to  be  found  in 
the  Report  of  the  Committee,  that  the 
lord  of  the  Bed  Chamber,  and  the  Bank 
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proprietor  had  it  firm  an  attaebment 
io  Dis  own  intereita  at  my  lord  King. 
The  hoooorabie  gentleman  tben  moved 
"  That  it  appeart  to  tbit  House  thai  io 
consequence  of  an  act  patted  in  tbe  37th 
vear  of  bis  Majesty,  for  protecting  the 
Bank  of  £ngland  from  payment  of  its  law- 
ful crediturs  in  specie^  the  profitt  of  that 
corporation  hare  increased  to  an  enor- 
mous degree;  that  besides  increasing 
the  diridend  ^pon  their  capital  stock 
from  7  to  10  per  cent,  they  have  at 
difierent  times  divided  amongst  themselves, 
in  the  way  of  6onui,  upwards  of  of  six  miU 
Itont  of  money,  being  more  than  one  half 
of  their  capital  stock ;  and  that  in  addition 
to  such  profits,  their  capital  stock  has,  by 
the  advantages  of  encreased  issues  of  their 
paper,  and  non-payment  of  their  creditors, 
been  increased  from  1  ISt  per  hundred  to 
236/. ;  that,  under  such  circumstances  a 
Bill  is  now  pending  in  this  House,  giving 
a  legal  value  in  tbe  coin  of  this  realm  to 
tbe  notes  to  be  issued  by  such  Bank, 
however  indefinite  such  issues  may  be,  and 
protected  as  the  Bank  still  is  from  pay- 
ment of  its  creditors,  by  means  whereof 
the  issues  of  notes,  and  the  profits  of  the 
£tnk  may  be  even  still  further  and  greatly 
encreased  ;  that  various  members  of  this 
House  are  members,  likewise,  of  the  said 
corporation  of  the  Bank,  and  proprietors 
of  Bank  stock ;  and  that  this  House  is  of 
opinion  such  membert  have  a  direct  in- 
teriest  in  passing  this  bill  into  a  law,  and 
that  their  votes  in  favour  of  the  same  ought 
Io  be  disallowed.'' 

Mr.  MiuUnng,  being  particularly  alluded 
to  by  the  hon.  gent«,  itoped  he  should  be 
excused  in  troubling  the  House.  The 
hon.  gent,  had  by  name  referred  to  htm 
OS  the  member  who  in  1797  applied  to 
the  Speaker  for  advice.  The  fact  was  so, 
and  he  had  no  intention  of  correcting  it. 
There  was  not,  however,  the  least  simili- 
tude between  the  two  cases.  In  1797  on 
the  proposal  of  the  then  Chancellor  of  the 
Excneqoer,  Mr.  Pitt,  a  bomu  was  granted 
to  the  subscribers  to'  the  loyalty  loan. 
Feeling  that  if  he  had  given  bis  vote  for 
the  Bill,  he  should  have  been  voting  1,000/. 
'Jierhaps,  into  his  own  pocket,  he  was  anx- 
ious, before  he  came  to  the  vote,  to  satisfy 
bis  mind,  and  to  do  justice  at  a  member  of 
parliament,  and  upon  .the  opinion  being 
jgiven  by  the  Speaker,  he  did  not  vote. 
With  respect  to  the  present  Bill,  the  hon. 
^nt.  had  not  stated  any  ground  of  dis- 
lanct  interest  to  disqualify  himfrom  voting, 
and  he.  must  deny  the  existence  either  in 


Bank  director  or  Ba^k  proprietor.  They 
would  not  be  benefited  by  the  passing  it 
the  bill  one  half-crown.  It  had  I>eea 
said,  that  the  bank  directors  bad  brought 
in  the  bill ;  they  bad  not  had  any  com* 
munication  with  the  noble  earl  who  brought 
it  in«— had  neither  solicited,  desired,  nor 
supported  it.  He  could  put  it  to  the 
House  whether  tbit  billi  at  in  the  cate  of 
the  loyally  loan,  involved  any  pecuniary 
interest.  If  it  did,  he  sbbuld,  as  he  did 
then,  withdraw,  but  having  no  such  bear^ 
ing,  he  conceived  that  no  proprietor  ought 
to  be  excluded  from  Toting.  On  the  di« 
vision  upon  the  last  reading*  the  num- 
hers  were  1  ]  3  to  35,  therefore,  he  would 
gain  nothing  by  hit  motion;  for  if  the 
whole  of  the  Bank  directort  were  to  ha 
left  out,  ttill  there  would  be  above  100 
members  of  parliament  remaining,  to  give 
their  ^ee,  cool,  and  deliberate  jud^enta 
on  it  On  these  membert  no  tuch  impu« 
tation  as  interest  would  rest ;  as  well  might 
objections  have  been  taken  to  the  votes  of 
certain  membert  upon  the  distillery  bill 
now  before  the  Houte.  The  hon.  gent* 
ought  to  have  challenged  the  votes  m  tbe 
member  for  Norfolk,  of  the  member  for 
Cumberland,  and,  in  short,  of  all  the  agri- 
cultural interest,  for.  they  were  certainly 
mainly  interested  in  that  question.  It  was 
not  however,  necessary  to  follow  the  hon, 
gent,  in  all  the  questions  which  he  had  so 
irrelevantly  introduced :  there  was  no  evi- 
dence to  prove  that  the  bank  had  divided 
six  milliont,'^nor  wat  he  bound  to  say  whe- 
ther the  profitt  of  the  company  had  been 
more  or  lets ;  but  he  would  ask  the  Houte, 
whether  any  company,  boldins  a  charter 
from  government,  for  which  they  paid  a 
large  price,  vrat  to  tit  still  with  their 
hands  behind  them,  and,  unlike  other 
companies,  neglect  to  increase  their  profits 
fairly  and  honestly.  Other  companies' 
stock  had  increased  in  value :  for  instance, 
the  Royal  Exchange  assurance  from  77 
to  nearly  300  per  cent.  The  Grand  Junc-^ 
tion  Ctnal  was  another  instance.  It  was' 
not  exactly  fair  in  the  hon.  gent,  to  travel 
into  another  place,  and  bring  forward  th& 
name  of  a  noble  lord,  whom  he  had  the 
honour  to  call  hit  friend,  and  state  that  he 
had  public  monies  in  his  hands  which  he 
might  have  invested  in  the  bank.  His  sur- 
prise was  to  great  that  he  wat  about  to 
nave  riten  to  order,  but  the  House  seemed 
to  feel  the  impropriety,  and  expressed 
their  opinion.  Both  in  the  case  of  lord 
King  ami  lord  Arden  it  was  improper  to 
mention  their  names,  at  neither  could  an- 
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wver  for  hiaiseir»  not  being  membert  of 
thai  Hottse.  He  shoald  object  to  the  mo« 
ttoD*  aDf|  in  voting  on  the  Bill  exerciBe  hit 
own  jndgment^  until  be  was  reminded  by 
the  Uooae  that  ho  waa  doing  wrong.  He 
aboold  continue  to  ponoe  that  line  of  con* 
duct  which  hii  oomcience  told  him  was 
correct,  not  deterred  by  any  thing  the 
hon.  geat»  could  say»  but  exerciiing  his 
nbilities  for  the  interest  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Dmi  did  not  think  there  was  a  gen- 
tleman in  the  House  could  be  influenced 
in  the  vote  he  should  give ;  if  there  were 
any  such*  it  was  the  duty  of  his  hon.  friend 
to  point  them  out.  He  thought  my  lord 
Arden  had  been  dragged  in  head  and 
lieels  for  the  purpose  of  being  abused. 
Instead  of  taking  the  name  of  my  lord 
Arden,  his  hon.  friend  might  have  taken 
the  first  on  the  list»  and  there  he  would 
have  found  the  name  of  the  Speaker ;  and 
the  noble  lord  was  introduced  because  his 
hon.  friend  was  aware  that  the  eight  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  too 
much  of  dignity,  too  much  ot  feeling,  to 
answer  the  observation,  and  therefore  he 
thought  himself  secure,  and  that  he  should 
go  scot  free.  With  respect  to  the  stato- 
Bent  of  the  profits  of  the  bank,  that  he 
did  not  think  correct,  and  stated  a  history 
of  the  bank,  from  their  first  formation,  in 
1696,  to  shew  that  they  had  always  kept 
up  a  close  connection  with  the  goveni- 
inent. 

Mr.  £01^  was  satisfied  that  every  gen- 
•tleman  in  the  House  would  see  the  motive 
which  induced  the  hon.  gent,  to  select  the 
name  of  lord  Arden.  It  vras  invidiously 
introduced — [Mr.  Creevey  denied  that  he 
had  so  introduced  tu]  The  manner,  the 
time,  and  the  observations,  were  too  glar- 
ing not  to  convince  the  House  of  the  mo- 
tives of  the  hon.  gentleman.  He  had  no 
doubt,  but  that  if  bis  name  had  begun  with 
a  Z  instead  of  an  A,  aiui  that  therefore  be 
had  been  at  the  bottom  instead  of  the  top 
of  the  list,  he  would  have  been  equally 
selected*  If  the  noble  lord  had  not  him- 
•elf  answered  the  questions  put  to  him,  be 
had,  however  immediately  referred  to  his 
deputy,  who  knew  better  than  he  did ;  and 
this  deputy  did  give  the  Committee  as 
much  satisfaction  as  they  coald  desire  with 
respect  to  the  aaiount  of  lord  Arden's 
enwlumems.  There  was  a  prodigioas 
diflerence  between  the  case  «f  the  loyalty 
loan,  where  the  decision  of  the  question 
put  5bot  into  the  pockets  of  every  snb* 
icriber  to  the  amount  of  10,000/.  and  the 
present  qttettioa^wherOft  if  there  was  any 


interest,  it  was  the  most  miool^  that  coeld 
well  be  conceived.  A  nomber  of  mem* 
hers  in  that  House  had  a  noch  greater  and 
more  direct  interest  upon  the  Distillery 
question,  and  it  might  be  as  well  contend- 
ed that  no  member  should  vote  upon  a 
Canal  Bill,  who  had  any  property  in  ano- 
ther canal  which  might  be  at  all  afiected 
by  it.  The  gentlemen  who  opposed  the 
bill  seemed  a  little  inconsistent  inthiipar- 
ticular,  that  while  they  contended  that  it 
would  accelerate  the  depreciation,  they 
still  spoke  of  it  as  supporting  the  Bank. 
He  thought  it  unfair  for  tliem  to  use  tbe 
argument  in  this  manner  on  both  sides. 

Mr.  IV.  Smiili  could  not  help  obferring, 
that  however  jiut  might  be  the  disapproba* 
tion  expressed  of  any  allosion  to  the  mo* 
tives  of  one  noble  lora,  the  sentiment  wss 
equally  applicable  to  the  censure  passed 
upon  the  conduct  of  another.  Witb  re* 
spect  to  tbe  objects  of  bis  bon.  friend  who 
had  brought  forward  this  motion,  be  bid 
not  the  smallest  doubt  of  the  parity  of 
hii  views,  although  he  did  not  tk'mk  ha 
had  folly  succeeded  in  proving  the  direct 
pecuniary  interest  of  the  Bank  proprteton 
in  the  present  bill,  and  if  any  imiirect 
interest  was  permitted  to  operate  as  an 
exclusion,  it  would  on  many  occasions 
cot  ofi^  half  the  TOtes  of  the  House.  Tb« 
question,  however,  now  was  quite  distinct 
in  its  nature ;  it  was  a  question  between 
the  interests  of  a  monopoUaing  compsny 
(he  did  not  mean  to  speak  invidioosly) 
and  the  interests  of  tbe  public.  Now,  he 
had  never  heard  of  a  corporation  ef 
barley  growers,  or  of  a  corporation  of 
West  India  planters,  or  of  any  act  ^ 
parliament,  to  defend  them  against  tbe 
lawful  demands  of  their  creditors.  If 
in  1797  a  motion  similar  to  the  presriit 
had  been  made,  he  could  not  believe  that 
it  would  have  b«en  resisted,  it  being  tbea 
clearly  the  direct  interest  of  the  pro* 
prieiors  that  the  resiriction  shoeM  take 
place.  He  did  not  assert  that  they  first 
suggested  or  brooght  that  measore  for* 
ward,  or  that  any  censure  ought  to  be 
passed  upon  them  for  their  conduct  on 
that  occasion.  Their  evident  and  imme- 
diate interest  in  the  question  onght,  bow* 
ever,  he  conceived,  to  have  prevented 
them  from  publicly  voting  in  fivoor  of 
it.  The  right  bon.  gentleman  bad  said« 
every  bolder  of  a  Bank  of  Boglaad  nota 
might,  by  the  saoie  rule,  be  eacTodtd  from 
dividing ;  but  he  surely  forgot,  not  only 
the  very  small  and  temporary  interest  tboi 
beki^  but   also  that  cverjr  boUtv  of  • 
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pole  did  not  thereby  enjoy  the  profits  or 
the  privileges  of  a  Bank  of  England  cor- 
porator. It  had  been  said,  thai  there  was 
no  regular  or  authentic  proof  before  the 
House  of  the  Bank  having  acquired  any 
extraordinary  profits  by  means  of  the 
suspension  of  cash  payments  ;  but  if 
tbere  was  no  such  proof,  there  was  cer- 
tainly the  very  strongest  presumption,  as 
be  was  himself  prepared  to  shew.  Pre- 
vious to  the  year  1797,  the  dividend  on 
Bank  stock  remained  for  a  number  of 
years  at  7  per  cent.  His  hon.  friend  had 
estimated  the  whole  profits  of  the  last  six 
years  at  6,000,000/.  He  held  a  paper  in 
Ilia  hand|  which  shewed,  that  during  the 
fourteen  years  since  the  suspension,  the 
Bank  had  divided  3*2i.  75.  per  cent«  in 
bonusses.  Their  dividend  had  increased 
first  to  10,  and  subsequently  to  11  per 
cenL  InMead  of  7,  as  before  the  act  of 
restriction,  the  dividend  had  been  at  the 
average  of  10|  per  cent.  This  was  mat- 
ter of  fact.  The  whole  increase  of  profit 
was  therefore  50  per  cent,  within  the 
14  years  ;  and  a  person  bolding  stock  in 
1707  might  b%ve  continued  his  ordinary 
expenditure,  and  without  risk  or  labour, 
have  doubled  his  capital  in  that  period. 
Other  companies,  such  as  the  Royal  Ex- 
change and  Grand  Junction  Canal,  had 
made  great  profits,  but  they  had  not  made 
them  through  the  medium  of  any  legis- 
lative act  to  exempt  them  from  the  pay-  • 
nient  of  their  debts.  If  these  companies 
had  possessed  this  privilege,  what  would 
have  been  so  likely  to  raise  these  profits 
to  a  much  greater  height  ?  If  the  inte- 
rest, then,  of  Dank  proprietors  was  thus 
presumptive,  and  thus  plain,  was  it  not  a 
stiong  argument  against  the  propriety  of 
tbeir  voting  on  a  bill  which  was  to  give  a 
value  to  their  notes  that  was  not  derived 
from,  or  supported  by,  their  own  intrinsic 
credit?  From  whatever  caus^  this  bill 
originated,  it  was  his  fixed  opinion  that 
ifiere  could  not  be  a  measure  devised 
more  sure  of  giving  a  stab  to  the  credit  of 
the  Bank.  He  did  not  alFect  to  praise  the 
conduct  of  lord  King,^  although  he  was 
sure  his  motives  were  good,  but  be  was 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  maxim,  that 
where  power  begins  confidenqe  ends.  It  was 
upon  these  general  grounds,  and  on  prin- 
ciples universal  in  their  application,  that 
it  was  his  decided  belief  that  the  directors 
could  not  better  consult  their  own  interest, 
than  in  either  moving  that  the  clause  of  the 
Bill  now  pending,  and  enacting,  that  their 
Aotea  should  not  be  received  under  their 
(VOL.  XX, ) 
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nominal  value,  be  omitted,  or  in  abstain- 
ing from  giving  their  votes  in  favour  of 
the  measure. 

Mr.  Bankes  denied,  that  in  1797  the 
proprietors  of  Bank  stock  ought  not  to 
have  voted  on  the  Restriction  fiill.  That 
measure  had  not  been  brought  forward  for 
their  benefit;  although  it  had  eventually 
turned  out  to  b^  advantageous  to  them,  it 
was  a  question  of  general  interest,  and  as 
such,  the  proprietors  of  Bank  stock  were 
as  fully  entitled  to  vote  upon  it  as  any 
other  men^bers  of  parliament.  His  opi- 
nions were  the  same  on  the  present  occa- 
sion. On  the  principle  maintained  by 
the  hon.  mover,  the  possessor  of  landed 
property  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  give 
his  vote  on  the  present  Bill,  for  such  an 
individual  was  much  mor6  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  question  than  the  most  ex- 
tensive proprietor  of  Bank  stock  in  ex- 
istence. 

Mr.  AbctCTomhf  thought  that  as  the 
measure  of  1797,  restricting  the  cash  pay- 
ments of  the  Bank,  was  of  great  service  to 
the  proprietors,  they  should  not  have  been 
permitted  to  vote  on  it ;  and  the  same  ar« 
gument  applied  to  the  present  case.  Bank 
notes,  which,  it  was  said,  had  suffered  an 
artificial  depreciation,  would,  under  the 
Bill  lately  introduced,  be  taken  for  their 
nominal  value.  Of  course  every  stock- 
holder had  an  interest  in  the  authority  of 
parliament  being  pledged,  as  it  would  be, 
if  the  Bill  passed.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  decide  against  permitting  the  votes 
of  the  directors  to  be  taken,  not  from  any 
hostile  feeling  against  the  Bank,  for,  if  be 
could  indulge  in  such  a  feeling,  his  utmost 
wishes,  he  was  convinced,  would  be  ful- 
filled by  enacting  the  B>li  then  before 
them.  He  was  an  enemy  to  monopolies 
of  every  description ;  and  he  would  leave 
to  the  fuin.  gentleman  opposite  the  mo- 
nopoly of  making  personal  attacks.  But 
he  could  not  held  remarking  th&  fV^eling 
which  was  manifested  when  the  brother  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
mentioned.  The  noble  lord  (King)  when 
he  was  censured,  was  not  present  to  de- 
fend himself  any  more  than  the  other 
noble  person.  But  there  was  this  distinc- 
tion between  the  two  cases,  that  the  con- 
duct of  lord  Kmg  was  in  reference  to  his 
private  concerns,  while  that  of  lord  Arden 
took  place  before  a  Committee  of  the 
House.  Yet,  because  his  hon.  fri/end  had 
taken  that  name  which  stood  at  the  top  of 
the  paper,  a  feeling  of  indignation  ap- 
peared to  be  raised. 

(3T) 
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•war  for  himself^  not  being  memberi  of 
thai  House.  He  shoald  object  to  the  mo- 
lion,  ao<|  in  voting  on  the  Bill  exerciBe  his 
own  jodgmentf  until  he  was  reminded  by 
the  House  that  ho  was  doing  wrong.  He 
ahoold  continue  to  pursue  that  line  of  con* 
duct  which  his  conscience  told  him  was 
correct^  not  deterred  by  any  thing  the 
hon.  gcnt»  could  say,  but  exercising  his 
abilities  for  the  interest  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Dmt  did  not  think  there  was  a  gen- 
tleman in  the  House  could  be  influencod 
in  the  vote  he  should  give ;  if  there  were 
any  such,  it  was  the  duty  of  his  hon.  friend 
to  point  them  out.  He  thought  my  lord 
Arden  had  been  dragged  in  head  and 
beels  for  the  purpose  of  being  abused. 
Instead  of  taking  the  name  of  my  lord 
Arden,  hb  hon.  friend  might  have  taken 
the  first  on  the  listi  and  tfa«re  he  would 
have  found  the  name  of  the  Speaker ;  and 
the  noble  lord  was  introduced  because  bis 
hon.  friend  was  aware  that  the  eight  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheouer  had  too 
much  of  dignity,  too  much  ot  feeling,  to 
answer  the  observation,  and  therefore  he 
thought  himself  secure,  and  that  he  should 
go  scot  free.  With  respect  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  profitf  of  the  bank,  that  he 
did  not  think  correct,  and  stated  a  history 
of  the  bank,  from  their  first  formation,  in 
1(^6,  to  shew  that  they  had  always  kept 
up  a  close  connection  with  the  govem- 
|aent. 

Mr.  LoHg  was  satisfied  that  every  gen- 
tleman in  the  House  would  see  the  motive 
which  induced  the  hon.  gent,  to  select  the 
name  of  lord  Arden.  h  was  invidiously 
introduced — [Mr.  Creevey  denied  that  he 
bad  so  introduced  tu]  The  manner,  the 
time,  and  the  observations,  were  too  glar- 
ing not  to  convince  the  Honse  of  tlie  mo- 
tives of  the  hon.  gentleman.  He  had  no 
doubt,  but  that  if  his  nameliad  begun  with 
a  Z  instead  of  an  A,  and  that  therefore  he 
bad  been  at  the  bottom  instead  of  the  top 
pf  the  list,  he  would  have  been  equally 
ielected.  If  the  noble  lord  had  not  bim- 
•elf  answered  the  questions  put  to  him,  he 
had»  however  immediately  referred  to  bis 
deputy,  who  knew  better  than  he  did ;  and 
this  deputy  did  give  the  Committee  as 
much  satisfiictionas  they  coold  desire  with 
respect  to  the  amount  of  lord  Arden's 
amoluments.  There  was  a  prodigioas 
diflerence  between  the  case  of  the  loyalty 
loan,  where  the  decision  of  the  question 
pill  5<X)I.  into  the  pockets  of  every  sub- 
scriber to  the  amount  of  10,000/.  and  the 
present  qutaiioaMvher^  if  there  was  any 
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interest.  It  was  the  moat  mi'BntQ  tlfat  coe\d 
well  be  conceived.  A  number  of  mem* 
bars  in  that  House  had  a  much  greater  and 
more  direct  interest  upon  the  Diatillery 
question,  and  it  might  be  as  well  contend* 
ed  that  no  member  should  vote  upon  a 
Canal  Bill,  who  had  any  property  in  ano- 
ther canal  which  might  be  at  all  afiected 
by  it.  The  gentlemen  who  opposed  the 
bill  seemed  a  little  inconsistent  in  this  par* 
ticular,  that  while  they  contended  that  it 
would  accelerate  the  depreciation,  they 
still  spoke  of  it  as  supporting  the  Bank. 
He  thought  it  unfair  for  them  to  use  the 
argument  in  this  manner  on  both  sidea. 

Mr.  fF.  Smith  could  not  help  observing, 
that  however  just  might  be  the  disapproba* 
tion  expressed  of  any  allusion  to  the  mo* 
tives  of  one  noble  lord,  the  sentiment  was 
equally  applicable  to  the  censure  passed 
upon  the  conduct  of  another.  With  re- 
spect to  the  objects  of  bis  hon.  friend  who 
had  brought  forward  this  motion,  he  hid 
not  the  smallest  doubt  of  the  parity  of 
his  views,  although  he  did  not  th'mk  he 
bad  fully  succeeded  in  proving  the  direct 
pecuniary  interest  of  the  Bank  proprietors 
in  the  present  bill,  and  if  any  indirect 
interest  was  permitted  to  operate  as  an 
exclusion,  it  would  on  many  occasions 
cot  oflp  half  the  votes  of  the  House.  The 
question,  however^  now  was  quite  distinct 
in  its  nature  ;  it  was  s  question  between 
the  interests  of  a  monopolizing  company 
(he  did  not  mean  to  speak  invklioosly) 
and  the  interests  of  the  public.  Now,  he 
had  never  heard  of  a  corporation  cf 
barley  growers,  or  of  a  corporation  of 
West  India  planters,  or  of  any  act  df 
parliament,  to  defend  them  agalmt  the 
lawful  demands  of  their  creditors^  If 
in  1707  a  motion  similar  to  the  prcsnit 
had  been  made,  he  could  not  believe  thnt 
it  would  have  been  resisted,  it  being  then 
clearly  the  direct  interest  of  the  pro« 
prielors  that  the  restriction  should  t^ke 
place.  He  did  not  assert  that  they  first 
suggested  or  brought  that  measure  foV'* 
ward,  or  that  any  censure  ought  to  be 
passed  upon  them  for  their  condoct  on 
that  occasion.  Their  evident  and  imme- 
diale  interest  in  ttie  question  ovght,  bow* 
ever,  he  conceived,  to  have  prevented 
them  from  publicly  voting  in  favour  of 
it.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  said, 
every  holder  of  a  Bank  of  England  note 
might,  by  the  same  rule,  beeselnded  froot 
dividing ;  bat  he  surely  forgot,  not  only 
the  very  small  and  temporary  interest  thus 
heMjT  but   also  thai  every  holdtv  of  • 
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pote  did  not  thereby  enjoy  the  profits  or 
the  pj-ivileees  of  a  Bank  of  England  cor- 
porator. It  had  been  said,  that  there  was 
no  regular  or  authentic  proof  before  the 
House  of  ihe  Bank  having  acquired  any 
extraordinary  profita  by  means  of  ihe 
auspensioD  of  ca»h  payments  ;  but  if 
there  was  no  such  proof,  therif  was  cer- 
tainly the  very  strongest  presumption,  as 
he  was  himself  prepared  to  shew.  Pre- 
Tioustothe  year  1797,  the  dividend  on 
Bank  stock  remained  for  a  number  of 
years  at  7  per  cent.  His  hon.  friend  had 
estimated  the  whole  profits  of  the  last  six 
years  at  6,00(),(X)0/.  He  held  a  paper  in 
his  hand,  which  shewed,  that  during  the 
fourteen  years  since  the  suspension,  the 
Bank  had  divided  3'2/.  75.  per  cent,  in 
bonusses.  Their  dividend  had  increased 
first  to  10,  and  subsequently  to  11  per 
cent.  Instead  of  7,  as  before  the.  act  of 
restriction,  the  dividend  had  been  at  the 
average  of  lO^  per  cent.  This  was  mat- 
ter of  fact.  The  whole  increase  of  profit 
was  therefore  50  per  cent,  within  the 
14  years  ;  and  a  person  holding  stock  in 
1797  might  h%ve  continued  his  ordinary 
expenditure,  and  without  risk  or  labour, 
have  doubled  his  capital  in  that  period. 
Other  companies,  such  as  the  Royal  Ex- 
change and  Grand  Junction  Canal,  bad 
made  great  profits,  but  they  had  not  made 
them  through  the  medium  of  any  legis- 
lative act  to  exempt  them  from  the  pay-  • 
roent  of  their  debts.  If  these  companies 
had  possessed  this  privilege,  what  would 
have  been  so  likely  to  raise  these  profits 
to  a  much  greater  height  ?  If  the  inte- 
rest, then,  of  Bank  proprietors  was  thus 
presumptive,  and  thus  plain,  was  it  not  a 
Btiong  argument  against  the  propriety  of 
their  voting  on  a  bill  which  was  to  give  a 
value  to  their  notes  that  was  not  derived 
from,  or  supported  by,  their  own  intrinsic 
credit?  From  whatever  causf  this  bill 
originated,  it  was  his  fixed  opinion  that 
th^re  could  not  be  a  measure  devised 
more  sure  of  giving  a  stab  to  the  credit  of 
the  Bank.  He  did  not  affect  to  praise  the 
conduct  of  lord  King,^  although  he  was 
sure  his  motives  were  good,  but  he  was 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  maxim,  that 
where  power  begins  confidence  ends.  It  was 
upon  these  general  grounds,  and  on  prin- 
ciples universal  in  their  application,  that 
it  was  his  decided  belief  that  the  directors 
could  not  better  consult  their  own  interest, 
than  in  either  moving  that  the  clause  of  the 
Bill  now  pending*  and  enacting,  that  their 
Antes  should  not  be  received  under  their 
(VOL.  XX.) 
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nominal  ralue,  be  omitted,  or  in  abstain- 
ing from  giving  their  votes  in  favour  of 
the  measure. 

Mr.  Bankcn  denied,  that  in  1797  the 
proprietors  of  Bank  stock  ought  not  to 
have  voted  on  the  Restriction  fiill.  That 
measure  had  not  been  brought  forward  for 
their  benefit;  although  it  had  eventually 
turned  out  to  be  advantageous  to  them,  it 
was  a  question  of  general  interest,  and  as 
such,  the  proprietors  of  Bank  stock  were 
as  fully  entitled  to  vote  upon  it  as  an^ 
other  men^bera  of  parliament.  His  opi- 
nions were  the  same  on  the  present  occa- 
sion. On  the  principle  maintained  by 
the  hon.  mover,  the  possessor  of  landed 
property  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  give 
his  vote  on  the  present  Bill,  for  such  an 
individual  was  much  mor6  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  question  than  the  most  ex- 
tensive proprietor  of  Bank  stock  in  ex- 
istence. 

Mr.  Ahercromhy  thought  that  as  the 
measure  of  1797,  restricting  the  cash  pay- 
ments of  the  Bank,  was  of  great  service  to 
the  proprietors,  they  should  not  have  been 
permitted  to  vote  on  it ;  and  the  same  ar- 
gument applied  to  the  present  case.  Bank 
notes,  which,  it  was  said,  had  suffered  an 
artificial  depreciation,  would,  under  the 
Bill  lately  introduced,  be  taken  for  their 
nominal  value.  Of  course  every  stock- 
holder had  an  interest  in  the  authority  of 
parliament  being  pledged,  as  it  would  be, 
if  the  Bill  passed.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  decide  against  permitting  the  votes 
of  the  directors  to  be  Uken,  not  froni  any 
hostile  feeling  against  the  Bank,  for,  if  he 
cuuid  indulge  in  such  a  feeling,  his  utmost 
wishes,  he  was  convinced,  would  be  ful- 
filled by  enacting  the  Bill  then  before 
them.  He  was  an  enemy  to  monopolies 
of  every  description  ;  and  he  would  leave 
to  the  \umm  gentleman  opposite  the  mo- 
nopoly of  making  personal  attacks.  Buc 
he  could  not  held  remarking  the-  feeling 
which  was  manifested  when  the  brother  of 
the  Chanceilor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
mentioned.  The  noble  lord  (King)  when 
he  was  censured,  was  not  present  to  de- 
fend himself  any  more  than  the  other 
noble  person.  But  there  was  this  distinc- 
tion between  the  two  cases,  that  the  con- 
duct of  lord  Kmg  was  in  reference  to  his 
private  concerns,  while  that  of  lord  Arden 
took  place  before  a  Committee  of  the 
House.  Yet,  because  his  hon.  friend  bad 
taken  that  name  which  stood  at  the  top  of 
the  paper,  a  feeling  of  indignation  ap- 
peared to  be  raised, 

(3  T) 
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The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  it 
seemed  tVum  the  explanation  given  of  the 
introduction  of  the  noble  lord  into  the  dis- 
cussion, that  nothing  invidious  was  meant. 
He  was  merely  selected  as  standing  first 
on  the  list,  and  not  at  all  as  being  brother 
to  the  person  opposed  to  the  hon.  gentle- 
man. The  noble  lord  micht  certainly 
have  been  brought  forward  as  a  Bank 
ProprietoFi  but  ^hy  he  should  be  men- 
tioned as  a  person  who  had  been  examined 
by  a  Committee  of  that  House,  he  was  at 
a  lo^s  to  conceive.  With  respect  to  the 
mention  of  lord  King,  he  really  thought, 
from  the  nature  of  the  question,  tt  was  im- 
possible the  debate  ^ould  have  gone  on 
withoul  referring  to  him;  for  the  whole 
argument  turned  on  the  propriety  of  per- 
ioitting  or  preventing  liim  fi^m  pnmuing 
•a  certain  line  of  conduct.  He  did  not 
think  the  same,  necessity  existed  for  men- 
tioning lord  Arden.  The  hon.  gentleman 
had,  however,  introduced  btra;  whether 
in  a  complimentary  manner,  or  otherwise, 
he  could  not  say  ;  and  perhaps,  it  was  no 
great  matter  which.  He  denied,  that  he 
had  ever  called  lord  King  a  Jew  or  a 
pedlar.  All'  he  had  said  was,  that  the 
nbble  lord  was  the  first  person  in  his  ex- 
alted situation,  who  bad  acted  on  that 
principle,  which  none  but  Jews  and  ped- 
lars had  before  recognised.  With  respect 
to  the  general  question,  he  agreed  with 
his  right  hon.  friend,  that  every  member 
who  ^  possessed  Bank  notes  was  as  much 
interested  as  the  proprietors  and  direc- 
tors :  for,  if  the  Bank  note  was  considered 
as  only  worth  \6s.  now,  but  that  the  passing 
of  the  Bill  would  raise  it  to  20s.  there  cer- 
tainly must  be  an  interest. 

Mr.. Ht^Aeri  opposed  the  measure.  He 
considered  it  as  one  of  general  interest, 
and  would  think  It  hard  to  exclude  any 
particular  class  of  men  from  givinj^  their 
votes  upon  it.  As  a  merchant  o^  thirty 
years  standing,  he  gave  his  tribute  of  ap- 
plause to  the  conduct  of  the  Bank.  Whe- 
ther granting  or  refusing  accommodation 
required  of  them,  be  had  never  during  all 
that  period  beard  their  con4act  arraigned. 
He  adverted  to  the  condact  of  lord  King, 
in  considering  which,  he  thooght  they 
ought  never  to  lose  sight  of  his  declared 
opinions,  but  always  measure  his  actions 
with  a  reference  to  them :  seeing  no  chance 
of  a  change  of  system,  and  holding  that 
the  depreciation  of  notes  woold  go  on 
most  rapidly,  he  had,  as  it  ^ere  in  despair, 
endeavoured  to  arrest  thtm  in  that  course. 

Mr.  Oreevey  shortly  replied.     He  did 


not  think  any  apology  required  for  any 
thing  he  had  said  with  respect  to  lord 
Arden.  He  had  found  him  at  the  head  of 
tlie  list  of  stockholders,  interested  to  the 
amount  of  '2(^0,0001.  and  a  strong  advocate 
for  the  preservation  of  his  fees.  Under 
these  crrcumstances  he  had  reminded  fais 
right  hon«  brother,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer^  that,  before  he  called  lord 
King  a  Jew,  he  should  look  at  the  condoct 
of  his  noble  relative,  between  which  and 
that  of  lord  King  there  was  a  perfect  st- 
mrlarity.  He  insisted  that  there  was  a 
similarity,  and  confessed  that  when  ho 
made  this  discovery,  he  was  very  glad  to 
find  it  applied  to  the  right  hon.  gentle* 
man's  brother.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  said,  he  did  not  know  whether  he 
spoke  ironically  or  no,  but  that  it  was  of 
little  consequence.  To  this  he  could  onl  j 
say,  that  he  did  not  undertake  a  compel 
tition  in  jokes  with  the  Chancellor  of  th» 
Exchequer.  With  respect  to  his  niotioo^ 
he  still  adhered  to  the  opinions  he  had  de- 
livered. 

The  Speaker,  before  putting  the  ques- 
tion, observed,  that,  after  a  debate  of  this 
kind<,  it  might  be  expected  by  the  Hovse, 
that  he  should  give  an  opinion  upon  the 
subject.  The  question  was  of  a  mixed  na- 
ture, involving  law  and  fact.  On  tire 
former  only  would  it  be  becoming  for  him, 
or,  perhaps,  would  the  House  permit  him 
to  speak,  llie  rule  was  very  plain.  If 
they  opened  their  Journals,  they  would 
fina  it  established  200  years  ago,  and^  then 
spoken  of  as  an  ancient  practice,  that  a 
personal  interest  in  a  question  dis<|ualified 
a  member  from  voting.  But  this  interest, 
it  should  be  further  understood,  most  be  a 
direct  pecuniary  interest,  and  separately 
belonging  to  the  persons  whose  votes  were 
questioned,  and  not  in  common  with  tbo 
rest  of  his  Majesty's  subjects, or  on  a  mat- 
ter of  state  policy.  So  it  was,  that  on  a 
canal  bill,  a  person  whose  name  was  down 
as  a  subscriber,  could  not  vote.  On  the 
same  principle,  the  question  raised  on  the 
Loyalty  Loan, was  rightly  decided  ;  for 
that  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  to 
give  a  certain  pecuniary  remuneration  to 
persons  who  had  sustained  a  Ion.  It  was 
equally  clear,  that  the  House  had  done 
well  on  questions  of  taxation  or  colonial 
policy,  which  were  held  not  to  disqualify 
any  votes.  Such  was  the  law  on  the  sab* 
ject.  How  far  the  fact  applied  to  the  pre- 
sent cate  it  was  for  the  Hous^  to  decide. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  nega- 
tiYcd  without  a  division. 
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Gold  Coin  amd  Bank  Noti  Biu^.! 
Tho  ChanceHor  of  the  Exchequer  moved 
the  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  goiog 
'into  a  Committee  on  this  Bill. 

Mr*  Banket  look  the  opporluntfy  of  di« 
rectiDK  their  attention  to  a  matter  con- 
nectecTwith  this  subject.  He  alloded  to 
the  new  three  shilling  tokens,  issued  by  the 
Bank.  He  thought  it  wise  to  have  a  me- 
tallic small  change ;  but  considering  the 
character^  honour,  and  prosperity  of  a 
country  to  be  most  intimately  connected 
with  the  arts,  be  could  not  help  reprobav- 
ing*  in  the  strongest  terms,  the  paltry, 
wretchedf  and  clumsy  manner  in  which 
these  coins  were  executed.  The  French 
coinage  was,  at  this  moment,  infinitely  su* 
perior  to  oars ;  and  in  the  world  there  was 
nothing  so  bad  as  these  tokens,  with  the 
Jzctpttoh  of  the  king  of  Sardinia's  coin- 
age.  He  expr^rssed  his  hope  that  this  sub* 
ject  would,  hereafter,  be  attended  to,  and 
the  country  not  be  disgraced  by  such 
•lovenly  impressions  of  the  King's  head  on 
the  current  coin. 

Mr.  Dent  did  not  object  to  the  Speaker 
leavinc^  the  chair,  but  took  occasion  to 
atate  bis  opinion,  that  a  resolution  of  the 
merchants  to  receive  and  pay  Bank  notes 
at  their  nominal  value,  as  was  done  on  the 
26th  of  September,  1745,  would  have  been 
sufficient  to  remedy  the  threatened  evil, 
and  have  completely  superseded  the  ne- 
cessity of  this  Bill.  As  a  temporary  mea- 
sure only,  he  gave  it  his  support. 

Mr.  Broughcan  entertained  such  an  insu- 

Serable  objection  to  the  principle  of  the 
iill,  that  he  was  persuaded  no  modification 
of  that  principle  in  a  Committee  would 
render  it  an  expedient,ore^'eo  a  harmless 
measure.  He  would  avail  himself  of  the 
priesent  opportunity  to  ask  some  few  ques- 
tions xespectiog  the  oon-descript  currency 
that  had  recently  been  issued  by  the  Bank. 
He  understood  that  if  had  been  coined  at 
the  national  mint.  Was  that  the  fact  ?  If 
io,  by  whom  was  the  expence  defrayed  ? 
The  nominal  value  of  these  tokens  was 
three  shillings.  WhtX  was  their  real 
value?  Certaiiily  they  were  not  worth 
three  shillings.  How  were  they  debased  ? 
Was  it  by  the  introduction  of  alloy,  or  by 
the  diminution  of  weight  ?  Why  not  affix 
two  ahillings  and  sixpence  to  them  as  the 
nominal  price,  and  then  procure  an  Act  of 
parliament  to  make  them  pass  for  three 
ahillings  ?  This  would  be  to  put  them  on 
ft  footmff  with  the  notes.  It  was  well 
known  that  there  had  been  a  great  want 
of  change  all  over  the  kingdom^  and  no 
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where  more  than  in  the  .metropolis. 
Bankers  hail  been  obliged  to  go  inio  the 
market  for  ii.  The  undepreciated  Bank 
note  of  one  pound  could  not,  it  seemed,  be 
exchanged  for  twenty  even  of  the  base 
and  depreciated  shiliiugs  current.  A  hun- 
dred and  four  of  these  pound  notes  bad 
been  frequently  given  for  a  hundred 
pounds  worth  of  silver.  Had  this  circum* 
stance  been  adverted  to  in  the  late  Bank 
issue  ?  If  not,  if  tlie  tokens  had  been  made 
too  large,  they  also  would  soon  be  sold  at 
a  premium.  The  Bill  before  the  House 
was  defective  in  every  respect.  *  It  was  so 
constructed,  notwithstanding  all  (he  at- 
tention given  to  it  by  the  crown  lawyers, 
that  it  would  make  the  punishment  of  the 
crime  which  it  enacted,  different  in  Ens- 
land  and  Scotland.  In  England  it  would 
be  a  misdemeanor,  subjecting  the  offender 
to  fine  and  imprisonment ;  in  Scotland  it 
might  be  a  misdemeanor,  which  the  judge 
might  punish  at  his  own  disi  retion,  with 
fine,  imprisonment,  or  transportaiiou.  To 
shew  that  this  was  a  discretion  whicfti 
ought  not  to  be  trusted  to  the  Scots  Courts, 
he  instanced  the  case  of  a  barrister  of  the 
most  respectable  character  and  most  emi- 
nent talents,  who,  having  been  convicted 
in  Scotland  of  the  misdemeanor  of  lending 
Paine's  Kights  of  Man  to  a  friend,  was 
sentenced  by  the  judge  to  fourteen  years 
transportation  to  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Manning,  in  reply  to  some  of  the 
questions  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  stated 
that  the  three  shilling  Bank  token  weighed 
nine  pennyweights  and  eleven  grains ;  and 
that  at  the  present  price  of  silver,  it  was 
worth  two  shillings  and  nine-penca  half- 
penny. These  tokens  had  been  issued  by 
the  Bank,  solely  fur  the  convenience  of 
the  public.  It  had  been  said  in  anoiber 
place,  and  by  a  high  authority,  that  the 
Bank  had  made  great  sums  by  their  issues 
of  coin.  Now,  what  wns  the  fact?  Four 
millions  of  dollars  had  be/pn  issued  since 
IttCH.  When  the  Bank  raised  their  nomi- 
nal value  to  five  shillings  and  sixpence, 
there  might  be  three  millions  in  circula- 
tion (one  million  having  probably  been 
melted),  in  which  there  would  therefore 
be  a  loss  of  75,000/.  The  price  of  silver 
of  late  years  had  been  so  high  that  it  was 
impossible  to  coin  the  currency  of  the 
realm,  and  the  Bank  had  stepped  forward 
to  lessen  the  consequent  inconvenience. 
They  had  already  liberally  supplied  the 
bankers  in  the  metropolis  wiih  these 
tokens;  and  it  was  their  intention, as  soon 
as  possible,  to  send  down  large  quantitiei 


[lOIff 

ationt  in  which  this  Bill  would  place  thenit 
a»  they  had  done  since  the  year  1797, 
they  moKt  in  the  course  of  time  possess  all 
the  property  in  the  kingdom  wiihoot  pay* 
ing  for  it.  'ihe  hon.  gentleman  said  he 
shortly  gave  these  sentiments  against  ibe 
impending  mischief,  lest  he  should  not 
have  another  opportanity.' 

Mr.  VunsUtart,  adverting  to  the  diTfi* 
calty  of  getting  silver  for  notes,  as  de- 
scribed by  an  hon.  and  learned  gentle* 
man,  said  that  he  had  seen  even  a  hard 
guinea  given  for  20  shillings. 

Lord  Folkestone  suggested  the  expedi* 
ency  of  divi<)ing  the  Bill  into  two  Bills. 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  the  proper 
time  for  such  a  proposition  would  be  after 
the  disposal  of  the  present  question. 

The  House  then  divided,  when  the  nnni* 
hers  were. 

For  going  into  a  Comm^ittee  ...  75 

Against  it 11 

Majority 
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to  the  various  commercial  towns  in  the 
country.  In  one  week  they  issued  S5,000/. 
worth,  which  was  half  as  much  as  the 
whole  silver  coinage  of  the  present  reign. 

Mr.  Rose  thought  it  but  justice  to  the 
Bank  to  state,  that  they  had  lent  them- 
selves  to  the  public  service  with  consider- 
able loss  and  inconvenience  to  themselves. 
Every   body  was  aware  that  the  silver 
coinage  of  the  country  had  nearly  disap- 
peared.   Under  the  present  circumstances 
a  new  coinage  was  impracticable.     If  go- 
Ternment  were,  at  the  present  moment,  to 
coin  a  number  of  shillings  and  sixpences, 
they  would  not  be  current  a  week.— *(Hear, 
bear,  from  the  opposition  benches.)     How 
would  the  hon.  gentlemen  correct  this  evil.^ 
He  had  heard  gentlemen  talk  very  flip- 
pantly of  obtaining  bullion  as  easily  as 
claret.     But  with  what  would  they  pur- 
chase it }    It  was  impracticable  to  procure 
it,  and  in  this  state  what  was  to  be  done  ? 
Would   they  reduce  the  intrinsic  value  of 
the  coin  of  the  rualm  ?    The  propriety  of 
doing  this  had  been  discussed  a  century 
ago.      It    bad   been    advocated    by    Mr. 
Lowndes,  and  resisted  by  Mr.  Locke  and 
others.     The   latter   triumphed;   a  silver 
coinage  of  full  value,  which  occasioned  to 
the  country  a  less  of  two  millions  and  a 
half,  was  issued,  and  it  instantly  disap- 
peared.    With  respect  to  the  execution  of 
the  Bank  tokens  lately  issued,  it  could  not 
have  been  better,  but  by  a  delay  thai  must 
have  been  injurious.     The  Committee  of 
the  privy  council  on  coins  had  called  30 
or  40  merchants  and  bankers  together,  and 
*liad  asked  them  whether  it  would  be  ad- 
visable to  prevail  on  the  Bank  to  issue 
these  tokens  >  They  answered  unanimous- 
ly in  the  affirmative.      Application  was  in 
consequence  made  to  the  Bank,  and  they 
instantly  complied. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  said,  that  the  state  of  the 
country  did  not  call  for  this  measure,  there 
was  no  parliamentary  grounds  shewn  for 
it,  and  no  necessity"  attempted  to  be  as- 
serted in  the  Bill.  There  was  specie 
enough  in  the  country,  as  might  be  shewn 
from  the  reports  of  the  Bank  directurs 
themselves,  if  measures  of  confidence  were 
adopted  to  call  it  into  circulation.  The 
Bill  went  to  shake  the  best  securities,  and 
to  alter  all  the  valuable  standards  of  the 
kingdom.  The  present  was  a  measure 
brought  forward,  he  conceived,  not  so 
much  because  the  corporation  of  the  Bank 
were  bankers,  but  because  they  were  the 
agents  of  the  government.  If  they  went 
en  to  improve  the  advantages  of  their  sito- 


The  several  Clauses  of  the  Bill  were 
then  read  in  the  Committee,  and  some 
discussion  took  place  on  the  particular 
clauses,  and  the  general  principles  of  the 
Bill,  in  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, Mr.,H.  Thornton,  Mr.  W.  Smith, 
and  Mr.  Tierney»  took  a  part. 

Mr.  H.  Thornton  stated,  that  the  object 
of  the  Bill  would  not  be  etiectual,as  paper 
might  first  be  sold  for  commodities,  and 
gold  bought  with  these  commodities,  in 
such  a  way  as  to  have  no  diflisrence  in 
effect  from  the  practice  struck  at  in  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  W,  Smiih  reprobated  the  idea  of 
making  Bank  notes  a  legal  tender,  a  thing 
the  legislature,  thoush  they  might  have 
the  power,  had  not  the  right  to  do.  He 
referred  to  a  work  of  Thomas  Paine,  a 
man  whose  assertions  in  general  ought  to 
be  taken,  not  with  grains,  but  with  ounces 
of  allowance,  btit  who  had,  in  a  ceruin 
pamphlet,  uttered  many  things  extremely 
worthy  of  notite  relative  to  the  national 
debt  of  the  country.  He  approved  of  the 
remedy  of  double  prices  proposed  by  all 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Broug- 
ham), and  referred  to  the  cases  of  America 
and  France. 

Mr.  Tiemey  thought,  if  the  object  of  the 
Bill  was  not  to  send  all  the  remaining  gold 
of  the  country  as  fast  as  possible  to  Ireland, 
he  could  see  no  reason  for  not  extending 
the  Bill  to  that  country. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  thought 
it  would  be  improper^  at  the  end  of  a  ses* 
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sion^to  introduce  an  •Iteralioa  wilh  regard 
to  practices  in  Ireland,  which  had  tubaist* 
ed  previous  to  1797.  thoogh  some  iacon- 
venience  might  be  felt. 

After  the  different  Clauses  haa  been 
gone  through,  the  Report  was  ordeted  to 
he  brought  up  UHoorrow. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Thundi^,My  iS. 

Conduct  of  the  Vice  Admiealtt 
Court  at  Malta^Absbst  of  Lord 
CocREANB.]     Lord  Cochrane  rose  and  said: 

Sir;  The  delay  that  has  taken  place 
since  my  return  to  England,  and  the  legal 
authorities  1  have  consulted,  will,  I  trust, 
evidence  that  I  trespass  on  your  attention 
with  reloctaJice,  relative  to  the  conduct  of 
the  judge  and  members  of  the  court  of 
vice  admiralty  at  Malta ;  partly  from  a 
desire  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  private 
motives  being  imputed  to  me,  but  chiefly 
from  a  conviction  that  parliament  should 
not  interfere  in  matters  cognizable  in  the 
courts  of  justice.  * 

How  far,  under  the  last  impression,  I 
am  warranted  in  calling  upon  this  House 
to  exercise  an  authority  in  the  present 
instance,  will  appear  by  the  opinions  of 
sir  A.  Piggott,  IVIr.  Holroyd,  Mr.  Leach, 
and  of  another  learned  gentleman  who  is 
not  now  in  his  place.  '<  Process  of  the 
Courts,''  says  sir  A.  Piggott,  *'  does  not 
extend  to  Malta,  there  is  no  mode  whilst 
they  are  abroad  to  compel  appearance  to 
actions  here."  The  answers  of  the  other 
learned  gentlemen  being  the  same  iii  sub- 
stance, I  need  not  detain  you  by  reading 
them. 

Three  years  have  passed  since  I  memo- 
rialed the  admiralty  on  this  subject ;  it 
cannot  therefore  be  raid  that  I  have  acted 
with  precipitation.  Indeed,  I  have  had 
time  enough  to  reflect,  and  I  do  assure 
you,  that  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  responsi- 
bility which  I  shall  incur  if  I  fail  in  esta- 
blishing whatever  accusations  I  bring 
against  a  judge  presiding  in  one  of  hi^ 
Majesty's  courts,  and  against  those  acting 
under  his  authority;  but  furnished  ns  I 
am  wilh  original  documents,  having  the 
signatures  of  the  judge  and  members  of 
the  court,  I  am  not  inclined  to  shrink 
from  the  task  of  proving  their  violation  of 
the  acts  on  your  table,  especially  of  the 
57,  58,  SO,  and  4 1st  sections  of  the  45th  of 
his  present  Majesty,  chap.72d.  The  first 
of  which  empowers  the  King  in  Council 
aloae«  to  make  or  alter  a  table  of  fees  to 


regulate  the  charges  in  courts  of  rice  ad^ 
miralty,  and  yet,  the  members  of  thfl 
court  of  Malta  fabricated  one  for  them- 
selves, which,  the  judge  subsequently  al- 
tered by  affixing  a  note  in  his  own  hand; 
abolishing  the  table  ta  ioto,  except  by 
reference  to  certaiti  unascertained  charges 
made  in  a  distant  court,  which  were  not 
set  forth.  This  note  is  as  follows :  "  At  a 
"  meeting  of  all  the  members  of  the  court 
"  shortly  after  its  arrival,  for  the  purpose  of 
*<  settling  what  should  be  considered  as 
''.reasonable  fees,  it  was  agreed,  that  in  no 
'*  instance  they  should  exceed  the  projsor- 
"  tion  of  one  third  more  than  those  paid 
*'  for  similar  services  in  the  high  court  of 
"  admiralty  in  England,"  signed  ''  J. 
Sewell :"  who  thus  assumed  the  authority 
of  the  king  in  council,  in  open  violation  of 
tlie  57th,  and  in  contempt  and  defiance  of 
the  penalties  enacted  by  the  58th  and 
Sdth  sections,  which  declare  that,  «'  re- 
"  ceiving  or  taking  any  feebr  fees  beyond 
"those  specified  in  thcf  table  aforesaid," 
that  is,  the  table  authorised  by  the  King  in 
Council,  shsll  be  punished  by  the  loss  of 
office  ;  and  further,  **  demanding  or  re- 
'*  ceiving  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  oilier 
**  than  the  fees  aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed 
'*  and  taken  to  be  extortion  and  a  misde- 
"  roeanour  at  law,  and  shall  be  punished 
"  under  and  by  virtue  of  this  act."  Words 
cannot  convey  a  more  distinct  prohibition^ 
and  yet,  1  hold  in  my  hand  demonstration 
of  an  opposite  line  of  conduct  being  pur- 
sued by  the  court.  This  is  not  all,  the 
law  directs  that  the  '*  Table  of  lees,  autho* 
*'  rised  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  suspended  in 
some  conspicuous  part  of  the  court  in 
which  the  several  judges  of  the  vice 
Admiralty  court  shall  hold  their  courts." 
At  Malta,  however,  it  was  concealed,  first, 
during  five  years  in  a  drawer,  and  when 
taken  therefrom  in  conseooence  of  loud 
complaints  on  the  subject  of  their  charges, 
it  was  affixed,  not  "  in  some  conspicuous 
part  of  the  Court,"  not  in  the  Court  at  all, 
but  on  the  door  of  a  private  room  behind 
the  Registry,  where  suitors  could  have  no 
access  to  it. 

Sir,  the  fabricating,  altering,  and  con- 
cealing  the  table  of  fees  is,  perhaps,  the 
least  profligate  part  of  their  conduct. 
What  will  the  House  think  when  they  find 
that  John  Jackson  the  Marshal,  who,  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  judge,  acts  also  as 
Proctor  in  defiance  of  the  law,  is  in  the 
constant  habit  of  charging  his  clients  of 
the  navy»  for  attending,  feeing,  consulting, 
instroctiDg  and  admonishing  himself,  and 
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this  in  the  very  teeth  of  the  41st  Section* 
which  •enacts*  that  •'*  No  Registrar  or  Die- 
**  puty  Registrar,  MaRshal  or  Deputy  Mar* 
*'  shal,  of  or  belonging  to  any  of  his  Ma- 
"jesty's  oourtsof  Vice  Admiralty,  shall, 
*'  either  directly  or  indirectly,  by  himself 
<«or  themseives,  or  by  any  Agent  or 
**  Agents,  or  any  person  or  persons  whoni- 
^  soever,  act  or  be  concerned  in  any  man* 
**  ner  whatsoever,  either  as  an  advocate 
"  or  Proctor/'  Mr.  Jackson's  charges 
ire  so  ingenioos  that  I  must  beg  leave  to 
read  a  few  of  them.  '<  Attending  in  the 
**  Registry  and  bespeaking  a  Monition, 
''  two  crowns ;  paid  for  the  said  Monition, 
*'  under  seal  and  extracting,* nine  crowns; 
copy  of  the. said  Monition  for  service, 
two  crowns;  attending  the  Marshal 
(himself  observe^  and  instructing  him  to 
"serve  the  same,  two  crowns;  paid  the 
''Marshal  for  service  of  said  Monition, 
"  two  crowns;  certificate  of  service,  one 
"  crown  ;  drawing  and  engrossing  an  affi- 
<'  davit  of  service  two  crowns ;  oath  there* 
''.to  and  attendance,  two  crowns  two  reals 
*'  and  three  ecudi."  How  exact ! — ten 
shilUngs  and  two- pence  three  farthings  for 
an  oath  that  he  had  attended  on  himself 
with  a  Monition !  One  of  these  bills  was 
taxed  by  the  Deputy  Registrar,  who  admit- 
ted these  iniouitous  charges.  Yes,  Sir,  they 
were  allowed  and  admitted  by  Stevens  the 
Deputy  Registrar,  who  treats  hisfriendswith 
Burgundy  and  Champaigne  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  captures  made  by  the  navy,  from 
which  fund,  John  Locker  the  sinecure  Re- 
gistrar, like  the  sinecure  Registrar  at  home, 
also  derives  hia  unmerited  emoluments.  I 
ask,  is  it  fit  that  the  reward  granted  by  his 
Majesty  and  the  legislature  to  the  navy, 
for^  the  toil  and  risk  which  they  undergo 
in  making  captures  from  the  enemy ,  should 
be  thus  appropriated  ? 

That  I  had  a  right  to  demand  the  taxa- 
tion of  such  a  bill  as  that  which  I  have 
shewn,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  even  if  I 
could  not  'produce  the  opinion  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Attorney-general  to  that  effect. 
Yes,  the  opinion  of  sir  V.  Gibbs,  and  of 
the  Solicitor-general,  signed  also  Charles 
Robinson,  William  Battine,  T.  Jarvis,  to 
all  of  whom,  the  memorial  which  I  pre- 
sented to  the  Admiralty  was  referred  in 
April  1S09.  '<  The  expence««"  say  these 
learned  gentlemen,  "  in  this  case  do  not 
appear  to  have  been  brought  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  court  so  as  to  have  f^iven  the 
judge  an  opportunity  of  exercising  his 
judgment  open  them  ;  that  would  be  the 
proper  mode  of  redress  for  grievances  of 
this  description." 


Thus  instructed,  I  addressed  the  jodge 
on  my  return  to  Malta,  in  Ft bn»ry  l«st» 
soliciting  that  he  would  be  pleased  to 
direct  my  bill  to  be  taxed,  to  which  he 
returned  the  following  answer,  addressed 
on  his  Majesty's  service,  "  My  lord,  in 
reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  your  proctor  for 
the  information  you  are  desirous  of^  it  not 
being  the  practice  of  the  vice  admiralty 
court  here,  any  more  than  the  coort  of 
King's- bench  in  England,  to  enter  into 
private  correspondence  with  suitors  on 
(he  subject  of  their  suits  or  of  any  matters 
connected  with  them.  Signed,  J.  SevrelL" 

It  appeared  extraordinary  that  I  shoo  Id 
be  referred  to  the  person  complained  oi, 
as  judge  in  his  own  cause.  Still,  however, 
in  compliance  with  Dr.  Sewell's  advice,  I 
directed  ray  agent  to  make  the  applica- 
tion, and  the  following,  as  might  have 
been  anticipated,  was  the  ingenuous  gen- 
tleman's reply.  "  Sir,  My  bill  in  this 
case  having  been  delivered  to  you  so  long 
ago  as  the  8th  of  August  1608.  and  having 
been  paid  by  you  soon  after,  I  was  a  good 
deal  surprized  at  your  note,  received  yes* 
terday,  informing  me  that  Lord  Cochrane 
wishes  to  have  the  said  bill  taxed,  and 
therefore  I  beg  that  you  will  apprize  hia 
lordship  that  it  is  a  thing  quite  unpre- 
cedented to  tax  a  bill  which  is  paid.  I 
should  have  supposed  that  the  advice  I 
gave  his  lordship,  not  to  proceed  in  this 
cause,  would  have  exempted  me  from  the 
suspicion  of  having  made  unwarrantable 
charges."  Signed,  "  John  Jackson." — As 
the  unwarrantableness  of  the  charges  did 
not  rest  on  suspicion,  I  wrote  to  Mr. 
Jackson  myself,  who  answered,  "  I  hum- 
bly conceive;  that  your  lordship  is  not 
now  entitled  to  demand  a  copy  of  your 
account,  and  therefore  I  beg  that  you  will 
excuse  me  from  complying  with  such, 
demand."  I  next  required  him  to  submit 
my  account  for  taxation,  this  he  also  de- 
clined, as  follows,  "  My  lord,  in  reply  to 
your  letter  of  this  day,  I  have  to  inform 
you  that  I  cannot  consent  tp  open  an  ac- 
count that  was  closed  two  years  ago,  and 
that  is  my  only  objection  to  my  bill,  in 
the  cause  of  the  Ring  George,  bemg  taxed, 
which  I  hope  your  lordship  on  reflection 
will  see  to  be  a  reasonable  objection/'-* 
1  confess  that  1  did  not  consider  the  lapse 
of  two  years  to  be  any  objection  at  all, 
particularly  as  I  was  absent  from  Malta 
when  the  bill  was  paid,  and  no  earlier  op» 
portonity  had  offered  to  call  for  a  reTision 
of  the  charges :  for  this  reason^  ahd  fortip 
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fied  with  the  opinion  oF  the  If  arned  gentle- 
man opposite  (sir  V.  Gibbs)  about  a  month 
afterwards.  I  again  addressed  Dr.  Sewell 
on  the  subject,  who,  so  far  from  "  exer- 
cising his  judgment/'  on  the  marshal's 
iaiqwtoos  bill  of  co^ts,  did  not  condescend 
lo  take  the  slightest  notice  of  my  commu- 
nication, though  furnishing  him  with 
extracts  from  Mr.  Jackson's  written 
refusals. — Neither  did  the  Judge  reply 
to  a  note  delifered  to  him  on  the  follow- 
ing day. 

Dexng  thus  excluded  from  the  **  proper 
mode  of  redress  for  ffrieTSfnces  of  this  de- 
scription;" I  proceeded  to  the  court  room 
of  the  vice  admiralty  for  the  purpose 
of  comparing  the  charges  contained  in 
numerous  bills  in  my  possession,  with  the 
established  fees,  which  I  was  instructed 
by  the  acts  of  parliament,  •*  should  be 
Buspended  in  some  conspicuous  part  of  the 
court,"  every  part  of  which  I  searched  in 
vain ;  neither  was  the  table  in  the  registry, 
where  his  Majesty's  advocate  directed  me 
to  look  for  it,  who,  on  my  returning  into 
court  again,  to  make  further  enquiry,  said, 
that  I  would  find  it  affixed  on  a- door  lead* 
ing  to  the  adjoining  room. 

That  mutilated  paper,  concealed  con- 
trary to  law,  1  was  accused  of  having  taken 
down  and  carried  away,  from  a  place 
where  it  could  not  have  been  affixed,  ex- 
cept in  defiance  of  thene  statutes,  and  in 
contempt  of  justice.  That,  Sir,  was  the 
paper  for  which  I  was  followed  through 
the  streets  of  Malta  for  the  space  of  a  week 
by  the  deputy  auctibneer,  stiled  /in  the 
judges'  warrant  and  attachments  by  the 
title  of  "deputy  marshal,"  but  who,  in 
fact,  never  had  an  authority  from  the  mar- 
thai  ;  perhaps,  because  the  marshal  was 
conscious  of  having  vitiated  his  powers  by 
the  illega)  acts  of  which  he  was  guilty, 
and  thus  thought  to  escape  the  conse- 
quences which  might  arise  from  the  acts 
of  his  nominal  deputy.  So  loosely  are 
things  conducted  in  that  court !  Surely  no 
reasonable  man  can  blame  me  for  refusing 
to  be  taken  to  jail  by  the  deputy  auc- 
tioneer. Indeed,  Chapman  admits,  in  his 
affidavit  of  the  24th  of  February,  that  my 
objection  was  to  his  want  of  authority; 
for,  I  niitorally  concluded  that  unless  ne 
was  an  officer  of  the  coi^rt  his  acts  might 
be  disowned,  and  thereby  the  guilty  would 
escape  punishment. 

That  this  was  the  view  which  I  took  of 
the  case,  will  appear,  by  my  offisring  no 
•tesistance  to  James  Houghton  Stevens, 
who  wai  appointed^  ^n  Chapman's  nomi- 


nal resignation ;  I  say.  Sir,  that  I  offered 
no  resistance,  for,  by  refusing  to  walk  to 
jail,  I  did  no  more  than  decline»  by  an  act 
of  my  own,  to  contribute  to  illegal  pro- 
ceedings. 

it  is  not  my  intention  to  trouble  th« 
House  at  length  relative  to  this  afiair, 
which  is  of  trifling  importance,  compared ' 
to  the  mischiefs  that  arise  from  the  system 
of  plunder  and  abuse  practised  in  the  courta 
of  vice  admiralty.     Hovrever,  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  mention,  that  I  was  con^ 
ducted  by  the  keeper  of  the  jail  to  a  place 
with  a  broken  window,  barred  with  iron, 
furnished  with  an  old  chair,  and  a  close 
stool  in  the  comer.     From  this,  however, 
I  was  removed,  as  the  judge  began  to  fear 
the  consequences  of  his  illegal  acts ;  and 
on  the  third  day,  being  brought  from  the 
keeper's  room  to  the  court  of  vice  admi- 
ralty, there,  without  an  accuser,  except 
the  judges,  that  learned  and  worshtpnil 
'gentlemaf\  attempted  in  the  absence  of 
proof  to  administer  a  long  string  of  inter- 
rogatories, which  I  of  course  refused  to 
answer,  and  thereby  furnish  what  might 
be  construed  by  him  into  evidence  of  my 
having  taken  away  his  illegal  table.    Be- 
ing farther  pressed  and  threateQed,  I  de<^ 
liverod  a  Protest  in  writing  **  against  the 
illegal  warrant  issued  by  William  Stevens, 
an  examiner  and  interpreter  to  the  vice 
admiralty  court  of  Malta,  registered  mer- 
chant, commission   broker,  and    notary 
public,  calling  himself  deputy  registrar  of 
the  court,  and  professing  to  act  under  an 
appointment  for  John  Locker,  sinecure  re- 
gistrar, and  further  against  the  illegal  en- 
deavours to  execute  the  warrant  bv  John 
Chapman,  deputy  auctioneer,   actmg  for 
and  on  behalf  of         ■  Wood,  late  private 
secretary  to  lord  Castlerea^h,  a  non  resi- 
dent, enjoying  an  income  of 'about  seven 
thousand  pousuls' sterling  per  annum,  de- 
rived from  the  sale  of  prizes,  and  the  goods 
of  merchants  trading  to  Malta,  but  calling 
himself  deputy  marshal  of  the  vice  admi- 
ralty court,  and  professing  to  act  under 
an  appointment  from  John  Jackson,  proc- 
tor and  marshal,  contrary  to  law;    and 
farther  against  all  acts  of  the  said  John 
Jackson,  in  the  capacity  of  marshal,  by 
himiielf  or  his  deputy,  and  against  John 
Locker,  sineqore   registrar,  and  William 
Stevens,  callii^g  himself  deputy  registrar; 
John  Locker  having,  under  the  signature 
of  William  Stevens,  taxed  bills  of  fees  and 
expences  of  the  court  of  vice  admiralty, 
wherein  the  fees  of  the  said  John  Loclmr 
and  William  Stevens  in  their  capacity  of 
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registrar,  deputy  registrar,  examiner,  in- 
terpreter, &c.  &c«  &c.  are  made  and  exa^ 
mined  by  themselves,  and  in  .which  vari- 
oua  illegal  charges  were  allowed  and  suf- 
fered to  be  made  by  John  Jackson,  as 
proctor,  for  attending,  feeing,  consulting, 
and  instructing,  himself  as  marshal ;  in 
which  double  capacity  he  acts,  in  defiknce 
of  the  41st  and  of  the  45th  Geo.  3rd,  chap- 
ter 72.'^  And  further,  I  solemnly  protested 
against  John  Sewell,  styling  himself  judge 
of  the  aforesaid  court,  for  refusing  by  let-* 
ter  dated  the  13th  of  January,  1811,  to 
order  satisfaction  to  be  given  by  the  said 
John  Jackson,  referring  to  him  a  judge  in 
his  own  cause ;  and  likewise  for  not  hav- 
ing given  any  answers  to  official  letters 
delivered  to  him,  bearing  date  the  19th 
and  20th  of  February,  181  J,  on  the  same 
subject.  And  further  I  protested  against 
the  said  John  Sewell,  for  not  complying 
with  the  Act  of  Parliament,  which  directs, 
"  That  a  table  of  fees  shall  be  suspended 
in  some  conspicuous  part  of  the  court,  in 
which  the  several  judges  of  the  court  of 
▼ice  admiralty  hold  their  sittings.'^ 

Sir,^  the  judge  at  first  refused  to  receive 
any  protest,  but  afterwards  did  so ;  and 
afkierwards  I  was  re-committed  to  prison, 
not  for  contempt  of  court,  but  for  the  old 
accusation  of- not  having  complied  with 
certain  warrants  addressed  to  a  person 
styled  deputy  marshal,  who  never  -had  an 
authority  to  act  as  such.  That  no  proof 
existed  of  my  having  taken  the  table  of 
fees,  will  appear  by  the  following  affidavit 
of  commodore  Rowley,  commissioner 
Fraser,  and  captain  Murray  Maxwell  of 
the  navy : 

"  Be  it  known  to  all  persons  to  whomso- 
ever it  may  concern,  that  on  the  2nd  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  181  l,.person- 
ally  came  and  appeared  before  me  the  un- 
dersigned notary  public  Percy  Fraser,  com- 
missioner of  his  Majesty's  navy,  resident 
iu  the  island  of  Malta,  Charles  Rowley, 
esG.  captain  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Eagle, 
ana  Murray  Maxwell,  esq.  captain  of  his 
Majesty's  ship  Alcesie,  and  solemnly  made 
oath  that  on  the  aforesaid  2nd  day  of 
March,  whilst  the  court  of  vice  admiralty 
of  the  said  island  of  Malta  was  sitting, 
they  severally  and  distinctly  heard  John 
Sewell,  L.  L.  D.  the  judge  thereof,  and 
whilst  sitting  in  his  judicial  chair,  admit  in 
open  court,  and  in  the  presence  of  divers 
persons  there  assembled,  to  the  fight  ho- 
nourable lord  Cochrane,  thai  there  existed 
no  proof  in  the  aforesaid  court  of  his  said 
lorJabip's  having  taken  down  the  paper  in 


question,  by  the  judge  aforesaid  called  ibe 

table  of  fees.         (Signed) 

"  Perot  FaASEs, 
"  C.  R0W1.EY, 
>  **  Murray  Maxwell.** 

*'  On  the  2nd  day  of  August,  181 1,  ibe 
aforegoing  attestation  was  duly  sworn  at 
Malta,  where  stamps  are  not  used  : — be- 
fore me,  *'  Cha.  Edw.  Fbnton, 

*'  Notary  Public." 

Notwithstanding  the  confession  of  the 
judge  in  open  court  thus  attested,  I  re- 
mained unnoticed   three  days  longer  in 
the  public  jail,  where,  I  now  clearly  saw 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  judge  to 
detain  me  until  the  packet  had  sailed  for 
England,  and  probably  until  she  returned 
to  Malta  with  instructions.     I  therefore 
wrote  to  the  governor,  who,  having  con- 
sul ted  Messieurs  Moncreiff,  Forrest  aod 
Bowdler,  three  gentlemen    of  the    law^ 
sent  me  their  opinion,  that  his  excelleocy 
should  not  interfere  with  a  court,  acttDg, 
as  they  were  pleased  to  call  it,  under  his 
Majesty's  authority,  although  in  riolatioo 
of  the  law.      I  addressed  the  president 
also,  who  said,  that  the  courts  of  Malta 
could  not  interpose.    Indeed,  had  it  been 
otherwise,  little   good  could   have  beea 
expected  from  an  appeal  to  these  courts, 
which  are  still  governed  by  the  iniquitous 
and  oppressive  Code  of  Rhoan,  to  the  dis- 
grace of  all  the  ministers  who  have  ruled 
since  the  surrender  of  the  Island  to  Eng- 
land.   Sir,  The  Maltese*  stipulated  then 
that  a  constitution  securing  property  and 
rights  should 'be  granted,  and  trial  by  jury^ 
but  these  have  been  denied,  and  examina- 
tions are  still  taken,  and  sentence  pro- 
nounced with  shut  doors,  by  their  judges 
whose  appointments  are  during  pleasure. 
I  do  not  impute  blame  to  his  excellency^ 
the  governor,  for  whom  I  have  a  high  re- 
spect, yet  I  must  say  that  the  system  of 
blending  the  military  and  civil  authority 
cannot  fail  to  become  oppressive.     Mi- 
nisters have  no  better  excuse  for  this  onion 
of  power  contrary  to  the  express  stipula* 
tionpf  the  inhabitants,  of  the  island  than  a 
despicable  petition  signed    bv  the  de- 
pendents on  government,  and  shamelessly 
transmitted,  and  received  as  the  voice  of 
the  people !    Being  furnished  with  ao  af- 
fidavit, that  the  judge  did  not  intend  to 
proceed   in    the     matter   on    the    n^'^ 
court  day,  I  resolved,  as  tlie  door  vrai 
locked  and  guarded,  to  get  out  by  the  win- 
dow, which  I  accordingly  effected;  ^ 
the  following  prochunation  was  issued  (^ 
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my  apprehension^  in  which  I  am  designate 
eel  by  as  many  names  as  if  I  had  been  a 
notorious  thief. 

"  EscAPB  OP  Loan  CocnaAKs. 

"Whereas    the    Honourable   Thomas 
••Cochrane  Esquire,  otherwise  the  Hon- 
*'  Durable  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane,  Knight, 
^  Companion   of   the    most    Honourable 
"  Order  of  the  Bath,  commonly  called 
^  Lord  Cochrane,  escaped  out  of  the  cus- 
"  tody  of  James  Houghton   Stevens,  the 
•*  Deputy  Marshal  of  the  Vice  Admiralty 
'*  Court  of  this  Island,  from  the  Prison  of 
•'  the  Castellanea  during  the  course  of  last 
"  night,  This  is  to  give  notice,  that  who- 
•*  ever,  will  apprehend  or  cause  to  be  ap- 
•'  prehended  the  said  Lord  Cochrane,  and 
'«  deliver  him  into  the  custody  of  the  said 
**  Deputy  Marshal,  shall  receive  a  reward 
"of  Two  Thousand  Scud  is  currency  of 
"  Malta,  and  that  whoever  will  give  such 
**  information  as  may  lead  to  the  appre- 
**  hension,  of  any  person,  or  persons,  who 
•'wa«  or  were  aiding  and   assisting,  the 
•*  said  Lord  Cochrane,  in  such  his  escape, 
**  shall  receive  upon  such  conviction,  if 
**  only  one  person  was  so  aiding  and  as- 
"  sistmg,  the  sum  of  One  thousand  Scud  is, 
**  or  if  more  persons  than  one  were  so  aid- 
'*  ing  and  assisting  then  upon  the  convic- 
**  tion  of  each  of  such  persons  the  sum 
"  of  Five   hundred  Scudis,  notwithstand- 
"  ing  that  in  such  latter  case  the  person 
*'  so  giving  information  shall  himself  have 
been  aiding  and  assisting  to  the  said 
eacape.-^Witness  my  hand,  this  sixth 
day  of  March,  1811.— Jas.  H.  Stbvbns, 
««  Deputy   Marshal.  —  No.   1 88    Strada 
••  StretU." 

Now,  Sir,  although  the  treatment  which 
I  received  is  altogether  foreign  to  the 
main  point,  vet  I  am  desirous  to  learn  from 
vou  as  Speaker  of  this  Housed  whether  my 
imprisonment  was  or  was  not  a  breach  of 
the  privilege  of  parliamient  ? 

The  Speaker,'^!  do  not  know  whether 
the  Hbuse  expects  me  to  reply  to  the  ques- 
tions which  the  noble  lord  has  put  to  me> 
perfectly  new  as  one  appears  to  be; 
out,  as  far  iu  my  information  goes,  I  will 

Sive  it,  if  the  House  thinks  ftt  that  I  should 
0  so.  ( Hear,  hear !)  With  respect  to  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  House,  I  know  of  no  means 
of  enforcing  its  privileges,  but  in  the  osoal 
way,  from  time  immemorial,  by  its  own 
officers ;  and  I  never  knew  one  instance 
of  any  officer  having  been  sent  across 
the  seas  at  the  instance  of  any  member, 
on  a  complaint  of  insult  oflfered  l»  bim 
(VOL.  XX.) 
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personally  (Rear!  hear!)  So  much  for 
the  question  of  privilege.  In  the  next 
place  I  never  knew  an  instance  in  which 
any  member  of  parliament,  properly  be* 
fore  a  court  of  justice,  was  at  liberty  to 
treat  with  impunity  the  proceedings  of 
that  court,  or  to  say  that  what  wa»  done 
in  respect  to  himself  was  done  in  con- 
tempt, or  that  could  authorise  bim  to  say 
that  the  privileges  of  parliament  were  in- 
fringed in  his  person  for  such  conduct; 

Lord  Cochrane, — Sh* ;  It  was  at  fir«t  my 
intention,  to  have  moved  an  address  to  the 
Prince  Regent,  to  recall  the  Judge  Regis- 
trar and  Marshal,  to  answer  for  their  con* 
duct  and  proceedings,  contrary  to  the  ex- 
press words  of  acts  of  parliament ;  but  on 
Consideration,  and  in  compliance  with  the 
suggestion  of  the  first  lord  of  the  Admiral- 
ty, I  have  thought  it  better  to  move, 
'*  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  exa- 
mine into  the  conduct  of  the  Judge  Regis* 
trar  and  Marshal,  and  their  Deputies,  of 
the  court  of  Vice  Admiralty  at  Malta,  for 
the  violation  of  the  57th,  38th,  39th,  and 
41st  sections  of  the  iSth  Geo.  3,  c.  72." 

Mr.  P.  Moore  seconded  the  motion,  nol 
from  any  knowledge  of  its  merits,  bat  think- 
ing, that  if  the  matter  of  charge  was  not  in- 
quired into,  it  would  reflect  upon  the 
House. 

Mr,  Stephen  could  not  avoid  apphrading 
the  benevolent  motive  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, who  had  seconded  the  poor  ontcaal  of 
the  noble  lord.  With  respect  to  the  con* 
duct  of  the  learned  judge  alluded  to,  h« 
was  satisfied  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
House  that  he  had  done  nothing  amisa— 
that  the  dignity  of  his  office  required  thai 
he  should  exert  his  authority  mfler  the 
direct  Insult  that  the  noble  lord  had  offisr- 
ed  to  the  court.  The  charge  against  the 
noble  lord  was  for  taking  down  the  public 
document  of  the  court,  a  charge  which  he 
had  not  denied,  nay  indeed,  the  noble  lord 
had  exhibited  what  he  termed  a  liic  shnile 
of  the  table  of  fiees,  and  so  cloaely  imitat<^ 
ed,  that  the  very  impression  of  the  wafers 
-—the  docament  itself,  and  its  smoke-dried 
appearance,  seemed  to  proclaim  its  origin 
nality.  The  conductof  the  noble  lord,when 
required  to  answer  for  this  contempt,  was 
not  merely  that  he  refused  to  obey  thh 
monition,  bat  that  he  polled  oot  a  pistol, 
and  threatened  to  shoot  any  man,  who  at* 
tempted  to  execute  H  upon  him.  Chap- 
man, the  officer,  therefore  (and  the  fact 
was  confirmed  by  two  witnesses),  thouglH 
it  not  prudent  to  execute  a  warrant  at  ti/h 
point  of  a  pistol,  and  had  not  the  coangi 
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pelled  to  inoTe,  but  bis-duty  as  a  member 
of  parliament  would  not  allow  bim  to  past 
over  circumstances  which  be  was  in  pos- 
session of,  relating  to  the  transaclioa  for 
which  lieutenant  Riohards  was  tried.  In 
doing  so,  he  brought  it  forward  as  a 
for  further  information.  The  facts 
these,  as  had  been  stated  to  him  froin  per* 
sons  of  respectability,  on  whose  credit  he 
could  rely.  Two  years  since  the  Dart 
sloop  lay  in  the  harbour  of  Carlisle,  in 
Barbadoes,  as  a  guardship,  about  fifiy  or 
one  hundred  yards  from  the  shore.  There 
was  a  seaman  on  board,  who  was  under 
confinement,  certainly  for  very  bad  be» 
haviour,  and  during  that  confinemeD^ 
while  the  c^aptain  was  on  shore,  made  a 
great  noise,  which  disturbed  lieutenant 
Richards,  who  with  some  other  persons 
went  to  the  man  and  inflipted  a  further 
punishment,  a  punishpient,  which  he  with 
§;reat  pain  and  regret  believed  existed  to 
a  certain  extent  in  th^  navy,  namely,  that 
of  g9gg'mg»  which  was  done  by  means  of 
forcing  a  piece  of  wood  into  the  mouth  of 
the  onender.  In  this  instance,  a  large 
piece  of  iron  w^s  the  gag  made  use  of, 
which  was  fastened  with  a  bandage  orer 
his  mouth,  and  tied  behind  with  a  knot. 
This  being  done,  lieutenant  Richards  went 
a-sborcj  leavipg  the  man  quiet ;  and  on 
bis  return  he  was  indeed  perfectly  ouiet— 
for  he  was  dead  !  apparently  as  it  sufiR>> 
caied  by  the  g.ag;  out  this  he  dad  not 
mean  to  issert  positively,  though  his  in- 
formation went  to  that  effect.  Lastly,  in 
the  morning  the  unfortunate  deceased  was 
bad  not  been  an  officer  on  half*paj»  bf  I  carried  out  of  the  ship ;  no  coroner's  iii- 
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to  act  The  noble  lord  had  stated  that  be 
refusied  to  answer  interrogatories,  and  that 
l^e  made  a  protest  against  the  proceedings 
of  the  court,  it  was  not  regular  for  the 
cqurt  to  receive  protests  arraigning  its 
proceed ings,and  upon  the  inquiry  it  did  not 
think  there  was  sufficient  grounds  for  dis- 
charging the  noble  lord  from  his  arrest. 
If,  however,  he  was  aggrieved,  there  was 
a  channel  through  which  he  might  have 
had  redress,  without  coming  to  the  House, 
by  appearing  before  the  privy  council, 
and  stating  his  charges  against  Dr.  Sewell, 
who  wopld,  if  proved,  be  removed.  But 
should  there  not  have  existed,  in  the  exe- 
cutive government,  a  disposition  to  redress 
the  noble  lord's  grievances,  then  it  would 
have  been  open  for  bim  to  fppeal  to  the 
House :  but  to  come  at  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion was  not  very  regular.  Dr.  Sewel)  was 
a  person  of  correct  conduct,  and  unlikely 
lo  9Ct  with  injustice  to  any  individual. 

Lord  Coekrane  replied,  and  repeated  his 
Cormer  statements. 

Mr.  Yarke  agreed  with  his  boo.  and 
learned  friend  la  objecting  to  the  motion 
on  three  grounds ;  first,  because  the  case 
fras  one  of  the  most  frivolous  ones  ha  b^d 
pytv  n^et  with:  secondly,  because  the 
noble  lord,  if  be  hfid  jo^t  cause  for  com- 
plaint, Should  have  made  it  at  the  Admi* 
ndty»  and  that  board  would  hav^  investi- 
gated the  coDq>Uunt;  and  thirdly,  be* 
^use  tbe  comolaint,  instead  of  being  mad^ 
by  t^he  noble  lord,  was,  by  kis  own  sbaw* 
ii>^,  a  compl^nt  against  himself.  He  had 
this  tA  s^ta  to  the  noble  lord,  that  if  h^ 


W9^1d  have  heard  from  the  board  of  Adt 
miralty  in  a  dif&rent  way.  With  re^>Qct 
to  the  Marshal  ei^ercisiug  the  office  of 
Proctor  in.cof}ium:tion,  be  wopld  recom- 
mend an. inquiry  to  be  made,  as  it  wa? 
contrary  to  the  express  provisions  of  ^n 
act  of  parliament.  But  with  respect  to 
the  noble  lord^s  case  it  was,  be  must  ret 

teat  it,  oi^e  of  the  most  frivolqus  cases  ever 
rought  before  parliamentl 
The  motion  was  negatived  without  a 
division^ 

Court  Mastial  on  Li]suteh.\nt  BiicBr 
ASps — GvAQciNG.]  Mf.  Broughom  rose, 
and  observed,  that  some  time  ago.  he  gave 
potice  of  a  motion  for  the  production  of 
the  n^inutes  of  evidence  taken,  in  the  har- 
l)our,of' Barbadoes,  before  a  court  martial' 
upon  lieutenant  Richards,  of  the  Dart 
%loop  of  war*  It  was  with  very  consi({er- 
able  pjMn  tfiat  be  now  felt  himself  corn- 


quest  was  taken  on  his  body,  and  be  was 
buried.  Lieutenant  Richards  was  then 
apprebendedj  but  suffered  to  go  at  large ; 
and  it  was  a  justice  due  to  nim  to  say^ 
tbs^t  he  did  out  attempt  to  escape.  He 
was  afterwards  tried  by  a  court  martial, 
whether  for  murder  or  for  breach  of  dis* 
cipline  he  did  not  know,  but  he  was  ac* 
quitted  and  dismissed  the  service.  The 
hott.  and  learned  gentleman  then  went  on 
tp  state,  that  this  was  not  the  only  case  of 
oppression  and  cruelty  in  the  naty :  he 
bad  several  from  iht;  most  respectable 
sources,  which  he  could  not  bring  forward 
from  the  lameness  of  the  session,  but  which 
he  would  state,  abstaining  from  mention- 
ing Uie  names  of  the  accused  persons.  A 
captain  in  the  navy)  about  two  years  since, 
acted  with  great  severity  to  his  crew,  so 
much  so,  that  to  a  man  they  exprened 
their  discontent.  One  man  was  flogged 
once  qr  twice,  and  this  man  said  that  ifhe 
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was  flogged  tgftin,  he  would  n6t  endure 
ity  for  he  wotnd  leap  orerboard.    Thta 
being  told  the  csrptain,  he  replied,  "  I  wil? 
cry  tbe  genUeinan/^    Th«  dett  time  he 
was  sentenced  to   be  flogged  tire  man 
tfetaalfy  leaped  hito  the  sea.    At  ibis  time 
the  reMl  was  under  an  easy  press  of  sari ; 
murmurs  were  heard  among  the  crew,  of 
«  heave  tor!  heave  to!  lower  the  boat! 
lower  the  boat!"  But  the  captain  said, 
^  No!  if  the  gentleman  prefers  that  ship 
to  my  ship,  he  is  welcome  to  sail  in  \t" 
no  attempt  was  made  to  save  the  man, 
and  he  was  drowned  !  In  the  same  ship, 
with  the  same  captain,  two  other  men 
were  sentenced  to  be  flogged,  and  they 
leaped  oyerboard  to  atoid  it;  one  or  both 
were  with  difficulty  slaved.    There  were 
other  circumstances  connected  with  (he 
conduct  of  this  captain,  which  would,  if 
his  evidence  was   correct,  establish  the 
charges  against  him.    It  was  a  remark* 
able  circumstance  tlnit  two  apparently 
respectable  persons,  at  the  distance  of  250 
miles  from  each  other,  spoke  to  the  pre- 
cise words  of  the  captain  when  the  man 
bad  leaped  into  the  sea,  and  one  offered  to 
make  afiidaTit  of  the  fact.  'There  wa? 
another  case  in  which  a  seaman,  named 
Absalom  Foot,    chose   to  keep  for    his 
amusement  an  account  of  the  stoppages 
of  groe,  and  the  captain  for  this  c6nduct 
ordered  the  finaers  of  the  right  head  to  be 
fast  bound  with  cord,  which  was  sealed 
with  wax,  and  impressed  with  the  cap- 
tain's seal.  .  When  this  case  was  men- 
tioned to  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman, 
he  thought  it  too  absurd  to  be  true  ;  but 
the  testimony  of  five  or  six  persons  of 
very  good  character  put  the  matter  be- 
yond doubt,   especial !y  when  they  de- 
sired to  make  afndaytts  to  the  truth  of  the 
statement.    The  man  received  Bve  do^en 
of  lashes  and  v^as  turned  over  to  another 
ship.     The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
concluded  with  expressing  his  thanks  to 
the  illustrious  ^Commander  in  Chief,  for 
•the   very  wise,    salutary,  judicious  ami 
generous  order  issued  for  suppressing  mi- 
litary flogffing;  and  moved,  "  That  there 
be  laid  before  this  House,  ctfpy  of  the  Mi- 
notes  of  the  court  martial  held  at  Carlisle 
Bay,  Barbadoes,  on  Lieutenant  Richards, 
of  his  Majesty's  guardship  Dart.'' 

Mr.  Yarke  wished  the  hon.  and  learned 
'gent,  had  confined  himself  to  the  subject 
6f  the  motion  which  he  concluded  with^ 
and  had  not  introduced  irrelevant  matter. 
Re  fett  concerned  that  he  should  hare 
thought  h  neccisaiy  to  mtroduce  the  ano- 
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nymons  eales  whidi  he  had  brought  lor* 
ward,  artd  which  could  not  tend  to  any 

{^ood  whatever.    It  conld  ohiy,  by  being 
eft  over  td  the  teki  s«ssiott,  produce  mid- 
ebief  atid  Ihcclii^enieht:^.  •  The  hon.  add 
learned  %l!ni.  must  have  known  that  It  wali 
bb  duty,  if  hH  did  no<  chuse  to  briiig  flNi 
sdbjeet  forward,  to  have  stated  the  caies  of 
complaint  to  the  boai'd  of  adflftralty,  whcf 
would  have  Ihstttoted  the  necessary  tih 
Quiriei  into  the  trtfth  imniediatefy.    H  thd 
facts  had  btfen  trod,  the  officers  ehargM 
would  haVe  been  pot  on  their  trials.    Hd 
annst  there^fr  complain  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gent,  for  throwing  these  ta^es  be^ 
fbre  the  puWc,  wttkAut  the  6pporf tinity 
beinft  aifbrde^  of  ascertaining  the  truth  oi 
falsehood  of  them.    If  true,  the  officefi 
were  respoMsible  in  the  higbeit  degree  M 
their  Injustice  and  crueliy,  zhi  wcfuld  M 
brought,  aecdrding  to  law,  to  condign  pu*- 
riishment.     With  respect  to  the  case  of 
lieutenant  Richards,  the  right  hon.  gent* 
had  no  objectioh  to  the  f>roducttol<  of  thA 
sentence  of  the  Court  ^  btft  the  minutet  o€ 
the  Evidence  would  proddeendgbod.  Tb6 
sentence  would  contain  the  substance  of 
the  charge,  and  the  jodgihertt  of  the  court 
The  case  mus#  be  sttdH^  roitde  ovlt  te 
warrant  the'  production  of  the  minute^ 
which  Would  lie  trying  the  prisoned  ov^ 
again.    The  faot4  iiHrich  the  hon.  and 
learned  gent  had  Stated,  wei^  In  itint^ 
inatanees  i^etl  foutMed,  btft  he  W6uld  more 
particularly. stale  them.     As  19  tl^e  charge 
of  g^^^ing,  that  he  most  poshiyely  ^eny 
to  be  in  practice  in  the  navy,efthelr  now  or 
at  any  fyretfoos  time.  Lieutenant  Richards 
wis  tfit:d  Tot  his  lif^;  if^d  it  wak  the  op^ 
nion  of  the  coUrt  #hor  tried  h'nxi,  that  thb 
man  did  hrri  die  froM  the  gagging,  but 
that  the  Keutenant^s  cohduct  T<ras  so  idr 
bad,  that  he  was  iiVeapable  of  serving  his 
Majesty,  and  he  was  accordingly  dismissed  . 
the  service.    The  man  who  was  purtished 
was  a  very  bad  character,  riotous  and  dis- 
honest, and  When  the  ship  was  lying  fn 
the  Bay  of  CarMe,  got  drunk,  .and  #da 
disorderly.  The  captain  directed  he  shoufti 
be  put  in  irons,  and  went  on  shore,  leaving 
the  ship  under  the  command  of  lieutenant 
Richards.    Soon  after  the  man  became 
riotous,  and  began  to  blaspheme  his  God 
and  his  King,  and  the  service  generally. 
The  ship  was  a  small  one,  and  it  was  on- 
vious,  that  when  a  man  so  conducted  hini* 
self,  it  was  necessary  to  pursue  rigorous 
measures  to  enforce  order  and  obedience* 
for  it  was  impossible,  as  in  society  on 
shore«  lo  put  a  man  of  that 
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Ew«y.  The  liMit«iai|t«oci(rdifigly  ordered 
ttiat  be  should  be  gagg^^  whicb  waa  done, 
but  b?  etill  persitied  in .  his  blefphemovs 
conduct,  and  tbe  first  gag  vras  taken  oat 
and  another  pat  in  of  a  larger  description » 
in  doing  which  the  officer  certainly  acted 
Tery  improperly.  Havine  pat  in  this  gag, 
Ibe  officer  went  a-shore«  leaving  the  roan 
with  his  hands  tied  behind  him.  There 
was  another  man  near  him  in  confinement, 
bat  no  sentry  over  them ;  the  man  was 
extremely  intoxicated,  and  in  the  course 
of  the  afternoon  he  died.    This  was  not  a 


be  severe,  yet  that,  generally  apeakisgr 
more  humanity  could  not  be  shewn  ikan 
.was  exhibited  in  the  navy.  The  naTal 
service  would  be  much  better  if  the  pri* 
sons  of  the  country  were  not  so  frecmcn^y 
emptied  into  men  of  war.  As  to  2be  p«i- 
nisbmeot  of  gagg^ns,  it  might  sometimes 
be  rendered  a  cruel  practice ;  but  when 
there  was  a  notorious  drunken  scoundrel 
aboard,  who  not  only  drunk  his  own  grog. 


but  sold  his  clothes  to  buy  the  grog  oC 
other  men,  it  would  be  very  hard  if  tbe 
whole  ship's  company,  doing  their  doty 

case  in  which  the  coroner  could  interfere,    watch  and  watch,  should  be  kept  awake  by 

for  the  order  was  to  take  the  man  to  the    such  a  brawler,  fromjhe  absence  of  power 

hospitaL     It  was  impossible,  however,  for 

the  boat's  crew  to  row  on  shore,  the  wind 

setting  in  from  the  shore,  and  the  body 

was  so  offensive.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, the  ,bod^,  which  had  been  pre- 
viously sewn  up  m  a  sack,  was  uken  to 

fhe    harbour  and  thrown  into  the    sea. 

Lieutenant  Richards  was  tried  under  these 

circumstances,   and  the  court  negatived 

the  charge  of  supposed  murder,  by  ac- 
quitting the  prisoner  of  the  death  of  the 

naJD.    The-  House,  therefore,  he  trusted 

would  not  be  inclined  to  try  him  again, 

partjculsrly,  as  in  so  doing  thev  would  be 

arraigning  the  proceedings  or  the  court. 

The  right  hon.  gent,  had,  as  he  before  ob 

served,  no  objection  to  procure  the  sen- 
tence on  which  the  hon.  and  learned  gent. 

night  take  sach  measures  as  be  thought 

proper. 

Sir  R.  BkkerUm  said  he  had  been  37 

years  in  the  naval  service  of  the  country, 

22  years  of  which  he  had  been  in  actual 

service,  and  be  had  never  on  any  one  oc- 
casion seen  gagging  resorted  to. 

Ix>rd  Wa^oic  stated  that  the  vessel  was 

a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  shore  at  the 

time  the  circumstance  occurred.  A  co- 
roner's jury,  therefore^  could  have  nothing 

to  do  in  the  matter.    The  sentence  of  the 

court  martial  proceeded  on  the  narrative 

of  having  maturely  weighed  the  whole 

circumstances  of  the  case,  and  on  that 

narrative  found  that  there  was  no  malice 

nor  any  intention  on  the  part  of  lieutenant 

Richards  to  cauf«  the  death  of  the  seaman, 

and  therefore  acquitted  him  of  tbe  charge 

<^f  murder.    After  that,  was  the  House  to 

be  told  that  no  trial  for  murder  had  taken 

place  ? 

Mr.  Crtevty  stated  several  instances  in 
which  the  admiralty  had  paid  great  atten- 
tion to  complaints  brought  before  them. 

I^rd  Cochrane  was  of  opinion,  that  al- 
though tbe  discipline  of  some  ships  might 


on  the  part  of  the  officers,  to  prevent  faim 
from  making  any  disturbance.  Hr;  bad 
known,  some  ships  well  goveroed  witboot 
any  punishment  but  that  of  shame.  In 
one  in  particular,  the  delinquent  was  made 
ridiculous  by  being  compelled  to  wear 
military  jack  boots  and  long  spurs.  On 
the  whole,  however,  be  wras  convinced  that 
when  men  of  war  were  on  foreign  service, 
it  was  impossible  to  manage  the  men 
without  some  .other  punishment  than  mere 
»hame. 

Sir  F.  Burdeti  i>aid  no  reason  whatever 
had  bf»en  urged  for  the  conceal meni  of 
the  minutes  of  the  court  mariial,  for  which 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  had  moved. 
He  thought  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
quite  justified  in  declining  to  mention 
names,  recollecting  that  those  who  com- 
plained of  any  abuse  in  any  departments, 
were  certain  to  fall  under  the  dispieasore 
of  ministers.  The  conduct  of  the  officer 
in  this  case  appeared  to  him  to  be  entirely 
undefended,  and  at  common  law  amounted 
to  murder.  The  hon.  hart,  then  citeti  an 
opinion,  as  he  stated,  from  Blackstone.  that 
a  roan  shooting  at  game  without  a  licence, 
and  killing  a  man  through  accident,  was 
liable  to  be  tried  for  murder.  It  was  siso 
laid  down  in  all  our  law  books,  that  the 
smallest  participation  in  any  felonious  act 
rendered  the  accused  amenable  to  all  the 
consequences  attending  the  act  itself. 

The  Atiornty  Gtneral  lamented  that  bis 
hon.  and  learned  friend  had  not  thought  pro* 
per  in  the  first  instance  to  submit  the  cases 
which  he  had  adduced  to  the  considrra> 
tion  of  the  Admiralty,  and  in  the  event  of 
their  having  been  neglected,  then  to  have 
brought  them  before  Parliament.  In  the 
present  instance,  it  appeared  that  the  of- 
ficer had  been  tried  by  a  competent  tri- 
bunal>  and  although  acquitted  of  murder, 
convicted  of  cruelty,  and  that  tbejeveiMt 
sentence  which  the  court  could  iniSict  lor 
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tlM  ofifenctb  had  bera  ptawd  opon  him* 
Sv«p  0D  ibe  toppotiiioii  thai  m  cMrt 
nanial  bad  b«en  in  error,  yet  ibis  nMOj 
haviiig  been  acquitttd  of  a  capital  cbarfo, 
qagbt  not  to  bo  capitally  OQcsuoDcd  again. 
In  bb  opinton»  no  grounoii  had  been  laid 
for  the  prodoclion  of  the  ninatea  of  evi- 
dence. 

General  Terlcioii  regretted  that  hit  hon. 
and  learned  friend,  for  whose  talenti  he 
entertained  the  highest  respect,  bad 
brought  forward  the  present  subject. 
The  priocipal  part  of  bis  hon.  and  learned 
friend's  statements  had  bfeen  most  fully 
answered.  Adterting  to  the  question  of 
military  punishments,  while  he  acknow- 
ledged that  those  were  the  best  regiments 
in  which  flogging  was  not  resorted  to,  he 
was  obliged  conscientiously  to  say,  what- 
ever odium  might  follow  the  declaration, 
that  in  his  opinion,  it  would  be  impossible 
wholly  to  abolish  the  practice  of  flogging 
in  the  army. 

Mr.  K  Jtfeore  supported  the  motion, 
and  trusted  that  the  discussion  would  have 
as  good  an  efiect  on  the  regulations  re- 
specting the  discipline  of  the  navy,  as  the 
discussion  brought  forward  by  an  hon. 
bart.  near  him  had  had  on  the  regulations 
respecting  the  discipline  of  the  army. 

Mr.  Croker  was  surprized  that  the  hon, 
and  leartied  gent,  should  suppose  that  any 
persons  who  gave  information  of  abuses 
to  the  board  of  Admiralty,  would  expose 
themselves  to  its  displeasure.  He  could 
assure  the  hon.  and  learned  gent,  that  the 
board  of  Admiralty  was  fully  disposed  to 
listen  to  all  complaints  brought  before  it, 
and  had  within  his  knowledge  thanked  se- 
veral individuals  by  whom  those  com- 
plaints had  been  preferred.  As  to  the 
anonymous  cases  wbich.  had  been  men- 
tioned, if  the  hon.  and  learned  Kent,  chose 
to  keep  the  names  of  his  informant  and 
of  the  persons  accused  secret,  yet  If  he 
would  only  statit  the  name  of  ihe  ship 
from  which  the  man  jumped  overboard, 
the  Admiralty  would  institute  a  minute 
inquiry  into  the  circumsinnces  of  the 
case.  For  a  long  series  of  years  no  accu- 
sation, not  even  an  anonymous  one,  had 
been  passed  over  by  the  Admiralty  with- 
out investigation.  As  to  tbe  old  practice 
of  sending  convicts  on  board  men  of  war, 
tbe  Admiralty  bad  for  several  years  op- 
posed it  with  the  utmost  determination. 

Mr.  Bnmgkamp  in  reply,  declared  that 
be  had  not  hicard  a  single  argument 
against  the  production  of  the  Minutes  of 
£fidence«  .There  were  two  parties  whom 
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their  production  might  aflecl— not  the 
officer,  for  he  agreed  entirely  with  hia* 
right  hon.  and  learned  friend,  that  it  would 
be  impoasible  acain  to  try  him— >but  the 
court  martial  and  the  Admiralty,  by  whom 
the  trial  bv  court  martial  was  ordered. 

Lord  WiB^poU  in  explanation  of  his  for- 
mer statement  observed,  that  the  trial  bad 
been  ordered  by  the  admiral  on  the  ata* 
tion,  not  by  the  Admiralty. 
'  Mr.  Broygkom  resumed,  and  contended, 
that  the  inaividual  in  question  ought  Mo- 
have been  tried,  not  by  a  court  martial^ 
but  by  tbe  Admiralty's  jurisdiction.  If 
there  was  one  species  of  jurisdiction,  to 
the  proceedings  of  which  greater  publt-« 
city  ought  to  be  given  than  to  any  other, 
it  was  that  of  courts-martial.  As  to  men* 
tioniog  the  names  of  those  from  whom  he 
received  his  information,  be  should  be 
very  cautions  on  that  head.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  the  bpard  of  Admiralty 
would  distinctly  visit  their  resentment  oa 
such  Individ uafs.  They  would  not  for  in- 
stance put  them  at  the  bottom  of  the  list.. 
They  would  not  set  a  black  mark  sgainst 
them  in  the  Admiralty  books,  but  they 
would  set  a  black  mark  against  them  in 
their  own  minds.  They  would  be  biassed 
to  their  future  prejudice.  This  be  said 
without  reference  to  any  particular  set  of 
men,  for  h«t  should  have  the  same  appre-  ' 
hension  were  his  own  political  friends  in 
office.  He  cordially  closed,  however,  with 
the  proposiijon  of  the  right  hon.  secretary 
of  the  Admiralty,  to  state  to  him  the  name 
of  tbe  ship  in  which  the  iransaction  that 
he  had  described  happened.  He  would 
obtain  as  soon  as  possible  the  name  of  the 
man,  and  some  approximation  at  least  ta 
the  date  of  the  occurrence,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  communicating  the  whole  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman. 

The  Chanceiiar  qf  the  Eichcquer  observed, 
that  tbe  hon.  and  learned  gent,  must  en- 
l4*rtain  a  strange  notion  of  the  eftects  of 
office,  if  he  conceived  that  against  the 
name  of  a  person  who  gave  information  of 
a  foul  murder,  gentlemen  in  office  would 
set  a  black  mark  in  their  mintis,  and  that 
they  would  be  indisposed  from  that  period 
to  do  any  thing  kind  oi  fair  by  such  an 
individual,  bo  strongly  was  the  hon.  and 
learned  gent,  impressed  with  this  notion, 
that  he  thought  even  his  own  frtenda, 
were  they  in  power,  would  be  influenced 
by  considerations  of  that  nature.  The 
obaervation  wOjuld  be  unfortunate  for  the 
hon.  and  learned  gent,  if  at  any  future 
time  he  ahould  himself  get  inlof  ^ce,  aa 
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it  might  b#  sopposid  lo  |if««9^  irofli  A 
conviction  df  what  woold  b«lii^  6kn  A¥t-< 
itfigs  ohd^  tf'ftntter  cirdtfflistcifftMfs.    It  dfi<> 
petred  «o  farm  (bh6  OhancdMo?  of  %H  Ex* 
<3h6qtier)  that  na  grcumdv  fVhMirv«r  hit4 
been  laid  for  the  prodtttftiiMV  tfH  the  nH* 
wMs  of  etideii€0«    'fife  h^fi.  g^i*  com- 
plained of  the  ofEe^r  aUod«d  no  having 
been  tried  by  a  court  tntfiial  instead  of 
an  Admiralty  coMrt*      Now,   The  ac^  of 
'Parliament  expressly  declaredi  that  any 
onte  accused  of  having  comftiitted  a  mur- 
der in  the  fleel  shoald  be  tried  fan^  a  coarf 
foaf-tial.    The  hon.   and  learned  gentle- 
nan's  obsert atiods  thefrefdre  orught  to  be 
directed  against  the  hw,  and  not  against 
this  case,  which  was  in  conformity  to  the 
law.     He   lamented  that  the   hon.   and 
laarned  gent,  should  have  stated  so  many 
anonymous  instances  of  misconduct.  How- 
«Ter  delicate  the  subjeci,  yet  by  not  meir- 
tioning  the  names  of  the  ofBcer^s  accused, 
tfae  charge  was,  in  fact,  broaght  against 
the  whole  service.    It  would  be  generally 
circulated,  that  but  for  the  apprehension 
of  a  black  mark  in  the  minds  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, many  persons  would  come  for- 
ward  to  sustain  these  complaints.     Al- 
though he  was   sure  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  gent*  did  not  mean  it,  yet  all  this 
wouM  do  infinite  mischief.     Let  the  hon. 
and  learned  gent,  place  himself  in  the  si- 
tuation of  the  gallant  and  honourable  offi-* 
cera  on  the  western  station,  and  then  say 
bow  he  should  feel  under  that  general  im- 
putation which  the  publication  of  charges 
not  specifically  made  agciirist  any  particu- 
lar individual   by  nam^,  must  necessarily 
occasion.     He  moved  as  an  Amendment 
(o  leave  out  the  word  "  Minutes/'  f(ir  the 
purpose  of  inserting  the  words  '*  Charge 
Mid  Sentence." 

Mr.  Brougham  explained,  and  stated  the 
extreme  reluctance  with  which  he  ha'd 
listened  to  the  information  that  had  been 
^rven  to  him,  until  he  became  satisfied  of 
its  authenticity. 

.  Sir  F.  Burden,  in  supp6rtof  the  opinion 
of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  that  persmis 
{^referring  complaints  were  liable  to  the 
fesentment  of  the  higher  powers.  Called 
to  the  recollectii^n  of  the  House  the  case 
of  admiral  Montague,  who,  soon  after  he 
had  made  a  complaint  to  the  Admii'alty, 
was  put  on  half*  pay. 

'  Mr.  IL  Ward  denied  that  th«  one  was 
in  cotiseqoence  of  the  other;  and  ob- 
served' that  this  vras  another  of  those  uil- 
Ibunded  asBerlions  which  the  hen.  Nronet 
was  iQ  iBe  halhit  «f  makiagift  gMM^oMa* 


Off  the  9abj0ol ;  he  h^d  tnet^ly  ^nM  Chnt 
ther'e  was  a  strange  coincidence  b^tfreen 
tfafe  complaint  and  the  disflfiissid. 

Lord  Cochrane  observed,  that,  in  aMf* 
tion  to  adfttiral  MdntiigQe's  heinjf  p«t  6ii 
half-pay,  his  son  bad  been  denied  the  prt* 
vileges  of  the  schooi  at  Perfsmomtbi  tf&tff 
the  subject  was  mentiooed  in  the  fkniae 
of  Commons. 

The  Auora^  CchtrAl  declared  that  this 
latter  circumstance  arose  out  of  ibe  iwta* 
statement  of  admiral  Montague  tditoeif. 
As  soon  as  the  error  was  discovered,  hift 
son's  wrong  was  redressed. 

The  Amendment  was  then  curled  with- 
out a  division,  abd  the  original  liiolioii,  90 
amended,  was  agreed  to. 

Copy  op  the  Sentence  passed  v^on 
Lieutenant  Ricraeds.]  The  following  is 
,a  Copy  of  the  Sentence  passed  upon  Lieu- 
tenant Richards  : 

"  At  a  Court  Martial,  held  on  board  his 
Majesty's  Ship  Pompee,  on  Tuesday 
the  18th,  Wednesday  the  19th,  and 
continued  on  board  his  Majesty's 
Ship  Captain  on  Thursday  the  20ih 
July,  1809;— 

•'  Present,  William  Charles  Fahie,  es«j. 
Captain  of  his  Majesty's^  ship  Pottlp^, 
and  second  officer  in  command  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's ships  and  vessels  in  Carlisle  Bay, 
Barbadoes,  president  :  Captains,  James 
Athol  Wood,  Volant  Vashon  Ballard^ 
Christopher  John  Williams  Nesham,  and 
Charles?  Dilkes  :  Matthew  Anderson,  de^ 
puty  Jodge  Advocate. 

"  The  Conrt,  pursuant  to  an  order  from 
the  hon.  sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  r.  a. 
real*  actmiral  of  the  ReO,  and  CommsAder 
in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's  sh^ps  and  vess^Ts 
at  Barbadoes,  the  Leeward  inlands,  &c.  &e. 
dated  the  f5th  day  of  July  1809,  smM 
directed  to  William  CharFe^  Fahie,  estf. 
captain  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Potnp^e,  and 
second  ofircer  in  the  command  of  his  Mtf> 
jesty's  ships  and  vessels  in  CaHtsIa  baiy, 
Barbatloes,  having  been  dvty  sworn,  pro^ 
ceeded  to  the  Trial  of  Hemenant  WiMaOt 
Richards,  belonging  lo  his  MajcMy'e  sloep 
Dart,  agreeable  to  an  ord«r  from  fh6  hoik 
sir  Alexander  Cochrane^  R.  i.  rear  ad- 
miral  of  the  Rec^,  and  commandks-  in 
chief  ef  bis  Majesty'a  ships  and  tsaieh  at 
BartwdMS/  the  LetwUrt  iaianda,  Be.  Ike. 
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^c.  daM  Oi<  )5ih  Qf  Jpljr  1BD9;  tp  in- 
vestigate ^i  enquire  into  the  whole  of 
the  rels^tive  circumstapces  which  occiirred 
OQ  the  d»y  of  the  death  of  John  Robinson, 
belon^Qg  to  his  Majesty's  ship  Pomp^e, 
then  a  superoumerary  on  board  his  Ma- 
jesty^S  sloop  Dart,  and  which  happened 
on  or  about  the  27th  of  Norember  last« 
OQ  board  his  Majesty's  said  sloop  Dart, 
and  to  try  htm,  the  said  lieut.  William 
Richards,  for  bis  qonduc(  on  the  occasion : 

"  The  Court,  leaving  heard  the  evidence 
in  support  of  the  prosecution,  as  well  as 
what  the  prisoner,  lieutenant  William 
Richardai,  had  to  ofier  in  his  defence,  and 
the  evidence  adduced  on  his  behalf;  and 
very  maturely  and  deliberately  weighed 
and  considered  the  saipe,  is  of  opinion, 
that  there  was  no  malice  on  the  part  of 
the  prisoner,  lieutenant  William  Richards, 
towards  the  deceased  John  Robinson,  or 
any  intention  to  cause  his  death,  and  doth 
therefore  acquit  him  lieutenant  William 
Richards,  of  the  death  of  the  deceased 
John  Robinpoo :  But  the  court  is  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  conduct  of  the  said  lieule* 
nant  William  Richards  was  negligent  in 
leaving  the  Dart  at  the  tim^  be  was  com- 
manding oflScer,  without  a  compaissioned 
officer,  and  in  not  having  placed  proper 
and  sufficient  sentinels  over  the  deceased 
John  Ri>bin8on  while  in  irons.    ' 

"  And  the  Court  is  further  of  opinion^ 
that  the  conduct  of  lieqtepant  William 
Richards,  after  bis  return  to  the  Dart  oq 
the  night  of  the  27th  of  November  last, 
was  oppressive  and  cruel,  in  makipg  use 
of  so  targe  a  gag,  and  in  suffering  the 
deceased  John  Robinson  to-  remain  such  a 
continuance  of  time  gagged  with  his 
hands  tied  behind  his  back:  And  doth 
therefore  adjudge  him,  lieutenant  William 
Richards,  to  be  dismissed  from  his  Ma- 
iesty's  service,  apd  rendered  incapable  of 
«ver  asain  serving  as  an  officer  in  the 
navy  of  hi^  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors. 

•'  The  Covrt  has  observed,  with  regret 
and  astonishment,  that  the  body  of  .the 
deceased  John  Robinson  was  not  only 
committed  to  the  de^p,  instead  of  having 
b^en  sent  on  ahore  for  the  decision  of  an 
inquest  and  interment,  but  also  that  the 
body  wfui  sent  from  the  ship  without  even 
m  prjiyer  book  to  read. the  ntneral  service, 

''And  the  said  lieutenant  William  Rich- 
ards is  hereby  sentenced  accordingly. 
(Signed  by  the  Court)  William  Charges 
Fahiis.  president  J.  A.  Wood,  V..  V.  BaJ^ 
UfO,  C.  J.  W.  Ntshan^  Chap.  Diikaa. 


MaUhew  Aqd^jrw^i  deputy  Jadge  A<I' 
voc^te.'* 
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Friday,  Jufy  ^9. 

Goup  Coin  ahp  Bank  Note  Bull.} 
The  order  of  the  day  having  been  read  for 
reading  this  Bill  a  third  time, 

Mr.-  Brougham  expressed  a  wish  to  be 
allowed  to  brin^  forward,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, his  Resolutions  on  the  subject. 

The  Chancellor  qf  th€  fyduquer  obstrytd, 
that  he  understood  it  had  been  settled, 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  was  to 
di/icuss  those  Resolutions  in  the  debate  on 
the  third  reading  of  the  bill.  After  thia 
bill  was  disposed  of,  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman,  if  he  thooght  proper,  might 
take  the  sense  of  the  House  upop  his  Ke* 
solutions,  and  enter  them  on  the  Journals. 

Mr.  Broughau)  acquiesced. 
.    The  Cfumcclbr   <if  the  Exchequer  then 
moved,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  third 
time,  upon  which, 

.  Mr.  Johnstone  rose  and  said :  I  hope  my 
hon.  friends  will  do  me  the  justice.to  be* 
lieve,  that  I  have  felt. very  great  paia 
when  compelled  to  differ  from  them  in 
every  stage  of  this  proceeding ;  but  still 
entertaining  the  opinions  which  I  had  oc- 
casion to  deliver  when  the  Bank  Restric- 
tion bill  was  passed,  and  on  the  discussion 
of  the  Bullion  Report,  it  was  impossible 
for  me  to  have  acted  otherwise  without  a 
dereliction  of  character  and  consistency. 
When  the  Bank-Restriction  ^ill  wa« 
rnacted  I  was  a  very  yqung  member  of 
the  House,  and  I  did  not  venture  to  oppose 
a  measure  which  seemed  to  meet  with 
general  concurrence ;  but  I  took  the  liber- 
ty of  stating  my  very  greatapprehensionf,r 
lest  it  sboul(|  be  followed  by  all  the  cala* 
mi  ties  which  in  every  country  have  re- 
sulted from  giving. to  papero  compulsory 
circulation;  and  since  the  depreciatioii, 
which  I  then  foresaw,  has  become  mani- 
fest, I  consider  it  an  imperative,  duty  i% 
Qfe  my  endeavours^  however  feeble,  to  per- 
suade the  Hoase  to  retrace  its  steps. 

This  bill  has  been  supported,  first,  aa 
conformable  to  certain  dicta  of  Mr.  Pitt; 
secondly,  as  a  necessary  consequence  of 
the  restriction  itself:  and,  thirdly,  as  in- 
dispensible  to  protect  the  tenant  against 
the  oppressioii  of  his  lanjllord,  and  the 
stockholder  against  the  manifest  injustice 
af  receiving  his  dividend  i|i  paper,  while 
the  private  creditor  compels  a  metallic 
payment  from  bis  debtor. 
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As  to  the  first  point,  I  must  be  excused, 
if,  after  a  lapse  of  fourteen  years,  I  am 
disposed  to  place  no  great  faitb  in  such  an 
authority,  when  opposed  to  Mr.  Pitt's  pub- 
lic measures  and  parliamentary  declara* 
tions. 

Secondly,  if  it  be  considered  to  haTe 
been  the  purpose  of  the  Restriction  Act  to 
force  a  paper  circulation  upon  the  coun> 
try,  whatever  might  be  its  depreciation, 
this  bill  is  the  necessary  consequence  of 
the  measure:  but  if  the  intention  of  that 
i)lll  was  to  give  a  currency  to  Bank-notes 
80  long,  only,  as  they  bore  a  value  equal 
'or  nearly  equal  to  specie  ;  and,  by  giving 
to  every  individual  a  power  to  demand 
payment  from  his  debtor  in  metallic  value, 
to  take  a  security  against  the  depreciation 
Df  the  Bank-note  beyond  a  certaiii.point ; 
then  is  this  bill  by  no  means  a  necessary 
consequence  of  the  Restriction  Act. 

On  the  third  point  I  shall  have  occasion 
^o  dwell  at  greater  length  hereafter:  I 
shall  only  here  observe  that  the  argument 
supposes  an  actual  depreciation  of  the 
Bank-note;  and  as  it  is  admitted  by  all 
sides  to  be  an  act  of  fraud,  to  pay  a  debt 
Contracted  in  good  and  lawful  money  with 
«  depreciated  paper  currency,  so  it  be- 
comes the  duty  of  every  man  to  resist  it 
by  all  the  legal  meaiu  in  his  power. 

But  there  is  another  consideration, 
^  which  leads  me  to  approach  the  decision 
of  this  question  with  considerable  ap- 
prehension:— I  mean  our  financial  sitoa* 
tion.  Gentlemen  who  have  turned  their 
mttention  to  this  subject  are  well  aware 
that  our  unfunded  debt  in  navy  and 
exchequer  bills  amounts  to  no  less  a  sum 
than  forty-five  millions,  the  largest  part  of 
which  is  returnable  into  the  exchequer,  in 
payment  of  the  existing  taxes,  four  months 
after  it  has  been  issued.  If,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  proceedings  now  adopted  by 
lord  King,  there  shall  be  any  considerable 
demand  on  the  private  bankers,  they  must 
endeavour  to  realize  their  funds,  which 
are  chiefly  placed  in  these  securities;  and 
if  from  this  or  from  any  other  cause  there 
shall  ensue  a  considerable  fall  in  the  value 
oF  public  securities,  no  part  of  the  current 
revenue  will  be  received  at  the  exchequer, 
but  the  whole  will  be  paid  in  the  exche- 
quer bills  now  outstanding.  What  may  be 
the  consequence  of  a  failure  in  the  ordinary 
receipt  of  revenue  it  is  not  easy  to  foresee, 
and  therefore,  if  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  proposed  this  measure  as 
of  a  temporary  nature,  avowing  the  disorder 
prevailing  in  our  currency,  professing  an 


intention  to  take  the  subject  under  consi- 
deration in  a  future  session  of  parliament, 
and  precluding  the  farther  progress  of  de- 
preciation by  limiting  the  issues  of  the 
Bank  to  the  amount  at  which  they  at  pre- 
sent stand,  I  should  not  have  refused    my 
concurrence,  in  order  to  prevent  the  pos- 
sibility of  alarm.    But  his  sentiments  are 
of  a  very  opposite  nature  :    he  maintains 
that  the  present  system  stands  in  no  need 
of  amendment;  on  the  contrary « that  it  is 
connected  with   the    national  greatness: 
and  he  has  distinctly  stated,  that  if  tbis 
bill  shall  be  found  ineffectual  to  support 
the  credit  of  Bank-notes,  it  is  his  inten- 
tion to  make  them  a  legal  tender.     I  am 
compelled  therefore  to  refuse  my  assent  to 
the    bill,    because   no    disorder    in    oar 
finances,  no  disappointment  in  our  plans 
of  external  warfare,  is  eoual  in  danger  to 
the  evils  of  aviolatiop  or  the  sacred  law 
of  property,  uniformly  consequent,  in  alt 
ages  and  all  countries,  on  measures  like  tbc 
present. 

With  a  view  to  understand,  how  far  this 
Bill  is  calculated  to  answer  its  professed 
purpose,  it  is  material  to  consider,  how  the 
law  actually  stands,  and  what  is  the  par- 
poss  of  lord  King  in  the  appeal  he  has 
made  to  it.  In  this  House,  it  is  snfficiently 
known,  though  not  fully  understood  in 
other  places,  that  the  effect  of  the  Restric- 
tion act  in  1797,  and  the  other  measures 
connected  with  it,  is  to  make  payments  in 
Bank-notes  obligatory  on  the  public  cre- 
ditor alone,  by  placing  him  in  such  a  si- 
tuation, that  if  he  refuses  Bank-notes  when 
tendered  to  him  at  the  Bank,  in  payment 
of  his  dividend,  he  can  get  nothing  else. 
In  the  acquitui  of  all  obligations  between 
individuals,  the  wise  and'  salutary  maxims 
of  the  law  are  unimpaired,  and  it  is  yet  the 
privilege  of  Knglishmen,  that  in  the  pay- 
ment of  a  debt  of  twenty  shilling^^  they 
may  refuse  all  the  paper  of  the  Bank  of 
England.  Not  only  is  this  the  wording 
of  the  statute,  but  the  case  has  been  so- 
lemnly considered  dhd  ruled  by  the  un- 
animous opinion  of  the  four  judges  of  the 
court  of  Common  Pleis  in  the  instance  of 
Grigby  v  Oakes.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, lord  King  has  formally  announced 
to  the  world  that  he  will  no  longer  receive 
a  currency,  manifestly  depreciated,  in  dis- 
charge of  obligations  contracted  when  the 
nominal  and  the  real  value  were  the  same; 
and  that  he  will  assert  his  right  and  seek 
bis  remedy  in 'a  court  of  justice.  Such  is 
the  portentous  evil  against  which  we  are 
required  to  provide  by  legtshMiTs  nea- 
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wawh  «Ad  now,  for  the  fint  tune,  ha?a  we 
heard  censure,  nay  criminality,  atta/ched 
to  an  appeal  to  the  law,  which  baa  hither* 
to  been  regarded  aa  our  only  aafegaard 
and  protection. 

Iliere  are  some  gentlemen,  who,  disap* 
jHTOTing  of  the  BiU  generally,  do  not  ob- 
ject to  thai  ipart  of  it,  by  which  all  process 
by  distress  is  sospendecU  on  tender  being 
nsde  in  Bank-notes ;  they  deem  it  expe- 
dient that  all  sammary  process  shall  be 
avspeaded,  by  which  men  may  be  in- 
duced to  sabroift  to  the  demands  of  lord 
King;  and  consider  it  essential,  that  par* 
liament  be  actually  sitting,  when  the  nnal 
jndgmentof  tbe  law  is  pronounced.  An 
hoo.  friend  did  put  some  fery  pointed 
^n^tions  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, as  to  tbe  actual  state  of  the  ]aw>  but 
had  not  the  good  fortune  to  receive  expla- 
nations equally  distinct ;  yet  he  most  be 
well  aware,  that  although  the  process  of 
distress  is  prompt  and  efficacious,  with  a 
view  to  secure  the  landlord  from  ultimate 
loss,  it  does  not  aecclerate  tbe  decision  of 
any  point  of  contention,  more  than  the 
other  remedies  reserved  to  lord  Kingjr-an 
action  on  the  case,  or  by  ejectment. *^  In 
•very  instance  of  distress,  the  tenant  may 
replevy,  and,  on  giving  security  tothesho- 
riff  the  cause  cannot  be  decided,  and  judg- 
neoit  obtained* in  less  than  two  terms:  if, 
Sherefbre,  parliament  shall  refrain  from 
interference,  and  lord  King  remain  al  li- 
berty to  exercise  all  the  pomrs  of  dis- 
tress, tbe  cause  cannot  be  tried  in  West- 
niinslsr''hall  until  tbe  next  lenn,  nor 
jndgmeot  obtained  until  Hilary  term,  in 
January  1 8 1 2,  or-if  the  cause  aBall  he  tried 
before  the  jud^^  of  the  assiii,  aa  is  proba- 
ble, a  final  docisien  will  not  be  had  before 
the  month  of  May.  This  vrill  equally  he 
the  result  of  an  action  on  Uie  case,  and 
therefore  no  power  of  deforring  a  decision  ia 
granted  to  the  tenant  by  this  Bill,  which  he 
did  not  aetoally  enpoy  by  the  lawof  the  land. 
With  a  view  to  delay,  with  a  view  to  the 
purposes  for  which  tUs  Bill  has  beenchiefly 
approved,  it  ia  altagether  unnecessary. 

But  I  am  reminded  by  the  looks  of  my 
hon.  frieadsi;  that  thisaethasa  fiurmore 
important  operation,  and  that,  by*  the 
woitis  in  the  BrII  "  or  other  penen  liable 
to  such  distress,''  it  is  intended  to  enempt 
honkers  and  other  penons,  who  have 
isaeed  one  and  two  pound  notes,  under  the 
17th  of  ibe  king,  c«  Sd,  from  the  compnl- 
sitre  obligation  to  pay  in  money,  eontamed 
ittthatlaw.  I  cannot  believe  this  act  will 
he  80  ooneumed. 

(VOL.ZX.) 


By  tfa^  act  of  the  ]5th  George  3,  the 
legislature,  with  a  view  to  prevent  a  paper 
currency  from  intermixing  in  all  the  re- 
tail transactions  of  life,  had  inhibited 
the  circulation  of  Baidc-notes  under  five 
pounds.  Its  wisdom  was  praised  by  emi* 
nent  political  writers  at  the  time,  and  be- 
came awiifest  upon  experience.  Upon 
tbe  stoppage  of  the  Bank,  it  was,  how* 
ever,  repealed,  and  private  bankers  obtain* 
ed  the  advantage  of  circulating  one  and  « 
two  pound  notes.  But  the  same  law  pro*  ' 
video. against  excess  and  consequent  de- 
preciation, by  giving  to  every  bolder  of 
such  notes  the  power  to  demand  payment 
in  money ;  and,  in  case  of  refusal  for  a 
period  of  seven  days,  any  magistrate  is 
empowered  to  levy  the  amount,  by  distress 
and  sale  of  the  goods  of  tbe  party.  We 
foresaw  the  possibility  of  excess  and  con- 
sequent depreciation,  and  did  take  security 
against  it,  by  putting  it  in  the  power  of 
e^ery  holder  of  such  notes  to  compel  a 
payment  in  money,  bv  this  summary  pro* 
cess,  as  often  as  he  lelt  the  mischievous 
consequences  of  a  redundant  circulation. 
Upon  what  principle  is  it  that  private 
bankers  are,  in  this  insidious  manner,  now 
to  be  relieved  from  their  own  obligi^ion  f 
Were  they  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the 
responsibuity  they  incurred,  when  they 
issued  their  notes  r  Was  the  fiilfiiment  of 
their  obligataoo  in  any  degree  dependant 
on  the  resumption  of  cash  pajfrnenta?  Wae 
it  not  incurred  when  cash  nnymenis  at  the 
Bank  had  ceased,  and  wnca  they  knew 
that  cash  for  the  fulfilment  of  theiv  con- 
tracts must  be  obtained  finom  ether  qopw* 
ten  ?  Havmg  accepted  this  benefit,  widt 
the  borthen  annexed,  vrill  the  House  ah* 
solve  them  from  their  engagementa  after  n 
period  of  fourteen  yeara;  wer  the  emoy- 
ment  of  a  privilege  so  beneficial  as  to  hav^ 
increased  the  number  of  bankers  foom 
71$  to  770?  Even  if  a  demand  for  gohl 
compelled  them  to  fulfil  their  enaMemenia 
on  the  teims  specified  by  lord  Ibng ;  tf 
they  were  subjected  to  a  lorn  of  seventeen 
per  cent,  on  each  guinea;  ia  it  nnfinr  or 
unjnsti  or  is  it  more  than  the  advantagsi 
they  have  already  derived  ftom  the  bene* 
ficial  tmffic  in  wUch  Aey  have  been 


It  is  aseet  remarkable,  thai,  throoghool 
the  discussion  of  the  Bill  in  another  plMO^^ 
this  intention  was  never  avowed,  anil  tftnl^ 
the  Chaooellor  of  the  Exefaeqner,  in  ihn 
speech  by  which  he  fint  racoasmended  it 
to  the  fovoor  of  the  Hooae,  never  tondied 
onthis  point.    They  who  introduced  this 
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clause  In  another  place,  could  not  be  ig- 
norant of  its  operation;  and  if  they 
actually  meant  to  eflcct  «o  inyportant  a 
change,  under  coyer  of  protection  to  the 
tenant,  they  were  not  only  guilty  of  a 
want  of  fairness  towards  that  assemblyi  but 
acted  most  insidiously.  I  cannot  suppose 
them  guilty  of  a  conduct  so  unworthy ; 
nor  will  it  be  believed  by  the  judges  of 
the  land,  when  this  question  shall  be 
1^  argued  in  Westminster  hall,  that  the  guar- 
dians of  property  in  another  assembly,-* 
that  we,  whose  regard  to  its  sacred  prin- 
ciples is  such,  that  we  suffer  not  the  mi- 
nutest right  of  common,  founded  on  the 
'  occupancy  of  the  lowliest  cottage,  to  be 
^aflected,  but  after  due  notice, — ^that  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  tacitly,  and 
iosidiously,  repealed  the  contract  by  which 
currt;ncy  was  given  to  twelve  millions,  in 
the  notes  of  private  bankers ;— >a  contract 
solemnly  and  deliberately  prescribed  by 
parliament,  as  affording  the  only  remedv 
against  a  misuse  of  the  privilege  it  gra&ted. 

As  to  the  other  clauses  of  the  Bill  by 
which  it  is  attempted  to  make  things 
unequal  in  value,  -reciprocally  exchange- 
able, I  will  not  hesitate  to  say  that  it  is  a 
"violation  of  natural  right.  Upon  what 
principle  are  we  now  to  pronibit  the 
possessors  of  paper  and  gold  from  inter- 
changing their  several  properties,  on  anv 
'terms  which  are  mutually  beneficial  ?  Is 
it  just  to  pervert  the  law  to  such  a  purpose  ? 
er,  even  if  it  were  just,  is  our  authority  com- 
'  petent  to  accomplish  our  object  ?  What 
has  been  the  experience  derived  from  all 
legal  interference  with  the  interchange  of 
property?  What  is  the  result  of  the 
existing  law  for  prohibiting  the  exporta- 
.tion  of  specie,  and  other  laws  of  the  same 
description  ?  Have  they  proved  effectual 
in  any  one  instance  ? 

So  many  cases  haye  been  put  by  di£Qi- 
rent  gentlemen  in  the  course  of  the  debate ; 
and  the  experience  of  all  ages,  on  this  sub- 
ject, has  been  so  uniform,  that  even  the 
authors  of  the  law  cannot  indulge  a  hope, 
Ihat  it  will  be  effectual*  If  circumstances 
render  it  advantageous  or  necessary,  that 
parties  should  exchange  their  several 
properties,  exchanges. must  and  will  take 
place  in  spite^of  all  our  efibrts ;  and  the 
only  consequence  will  be»  to  add  to  the 
cost  of  the  exchange,  resulting  from  the 
several  values  of  the  commodities  ex- 
changed, the  additional  expense,  which  is 
to  compensate,  for  the  danger  of  being 
engaged  in  a  violation  of  the  law.  I  en- 
treat my  hon.  friends  to  consider  the  cast 
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stated  on  the  last  discussion,  in  respect  of 
silver.    To  supply  the' want  of  silver  cur- 
rency, issues  of  dollars  have  been   made, 
irst  at  5«Mand  lately  at  5t,Gd. ;  they  have 
vanished  from  circulation,  in  proportion  as 
bank-notes    have    depreciated.     IW    the 
progress  of  the  disease,  the  silver  tokeiw, 
lately  coined,  vrill  become  more  valaaUe 
in  their  metallic  state,  than  in  the  shape 
of  coin,  and,  like  the  rest,  will  speedily 
disappear.     The  same  scarcity  of  silver, 
as  has  lately  existed,  will  recur ;   and,  as 
the  business  of  a  banker  cannot  be  con- 
ducted  without  silver  change,  he  most  give 
a  premium  for  it,  correspondent  to  its  ad- 
vance in  value  compwred  with  notes,  and 
an  increased  compensation  to  those  who 
incur  the  legal  dangers  of  condacting  the 
barter. 

I  cannot  suppose,  that  my  hon.  friends 
seriously  hope,  that  this  Bill  will  sopport 
the  value  of  the  paper  currency ;   but  it  is 
expected,  that  by  giving  a  parliamentary 
discountenance     to    the    measure     now 
adopted  by  lord  King,  of  demanding  pay- 
ment in  specie,  the  general  adoption  of  the 
practice  will   be  prevented.— Vain   and 
delusive  hope !  much  as  I  condemn  the 
abuse  which  has  been  heaped  upon  that 
nobleman,  I  should  be  disposed  to  add  to 
it  in  an  aggravated  degree,  if,  after  delibe- 
rately engaging  in  a  question  of  such  im-  . 
portance,  he  should  meanly  shrink  from 
bringing  it  to  a  final  issu^.   Bat  even  if  be 
were  to  be  so  wanting  in  consistency,  there 
are  others  who  would  undertake  the  duty. 
The  depreciation  of  paper  is  become  mani- 
fest to  the  whole  world  ;  the  loss  is  no 
longer  incSnsiderable ;  it  now  amounts  te 
twenty  percent,  nearly ;  and  as  the  law  hu 
not  yet  rendered  it  compulsory  in  the  ac- 
quittal of  obligations,  men  owe  it  to  them- 
selves, men  owe  it  to  their  country  to  ap* 
peal  to  those  laws  which  are  still  in  ex- 
istence for  the  protection  of  individuals, 
and  for  a  fair  and  just  fulfilment  of  con- 
tracts.   This  therefore  is  no  other* than  a 
prefatory  measure,  to  retider  •bank-notes 
a  legal  tender.    The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  vrith  that  fairness,  and  I  will 
add  with  that  courage,  which  belongs  to 
him,  has  distinctly  stated  his  purpose.   He 
has  distinctly  announced,  that  unless  we 
are  content  to  receive  bank-notes  in  all 
payments,  unless  we  arp  content  to  forego 
the  rights  we  derive  from  the  law,  be  will 
propose  to  parliament,  to  render  tbem  a 
legal  tender.    I  now  therefore  implore  the 
House  gravely  to  consider  what  in  every 
country  has  been  the  eff«ct  of  such  ansa* 
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sure.  Hat  it  not  onifenally  b«en  at- 
tended with  the  rain  of  the  public  creditor, 
mnd  with  the  tabTersion  of  private  pro* 
perty^  And  by  what  delution,  by  what 
infatuation  is  it  supposed,  that  to  as  alone 
belongs  an  exemption  from  calamities, 
which  haveensued  among  all  other  nations  ? 
Great  offence  is  taken  by  gentlemen, 
when,  tracing  the  progress  of  this  mea* 
anre,  among  other  nations,  it  is  said :  you 
wiH  proceed  from  legal  tender  to  a  wutxi^ 
mum^  and  by  a  wuunmum  cause  a  total 
atoppage  of  all  pursuits  of  trade  and  agri* 
culture.  I  am  willing  to  allow,  that  in 
the  present  stale  of  men's  minds,  it  seems 
impouible  we  should  erer  be  brought  to 
enact  laws  of  this  nature ;  but  how  gra- 
dually do  the  necessities  resulting  from 
our  own  improvidence,  and  the  difficulty 
of  tracing  back  our  steps,  alter  our  opi- 
nions, and  induce  our  assent  to  .measures 
formerly  regarded  with  the  utmost  repro- 
bation i  In  fact  is  not  this  very  law  a  law 
of  maximum  in  respect  of  gold  and  paper 
currency,  which  must  aggravate  the  evil 
it  is  designed  to  remedy,  by  banishing 
from  the  market  an  article  no  longer  per- 
miMed  to  find  its  own  value  ?  And  is  it 
not  supported  by  a  minister,  who  first  re- 
commended himself  to  public  favour,  by 
minutely  tracing  the  progress  of  similar 
measures  among  our  enemy  ?  Before  we 
give  sanction  to  the  most  oppressive  laws 
ever  adopted  in  any  country,  to  support  a 
depreciated  currency,  it  is  not  necessary 
for  us  to  depart  further  from  our  present* 
opinions,  than  we  have  already  departed 
from  the.  maxims  of  our  ancestors,  when 
we  listen  with  complacency  to  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  suggesting  the 
future  necessity  of  paper  currency  be- 
coming legal  tender,  and  a  director  of 
the  Bank  proposing  the  immediate  adop- 


oflfensivd  to  so  many  gentlemen  to  design' 
nate  Bank-notes  b]^  the  term  of  assignau, 
I  will  refrain  from  it.  But  when  gentle* 
men  state  that  a  hundred  and  thirty  mil- 
lions of  assignats  were  issued  in  one  year, 
and,  in  a  confident  tone,  ask,  would  you 
compare  such  a  currency  with  Bank*notes, 
of  which  the  whole  issue  *  is  25  millions, 
I  must  be  permitted  to  remind  them,  that 
this  issue  was  in  the  last  stage  of  the 
disease ;  that  we  are  now  only<  commenc- 
ing our  career ;  that  when  Mr.  Burke  war* 
writing  some  of  the  reflections  1  have 
quoted,  the  issue  of  assignats  had  not  ex« 
cceded  IQ  millions,  which  were  less  de- 
preciated than  the  present  currency  in* 
Bank-notes.  1  have  undoubtedly  the  ut- 
most confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  ho» 
nesty  of  parliament.  I  believe,  that  even 
if  we  do  not  return  to  a  metallic  circula- 
tion, we  shall^proceed  in  the  career  of  de« 
preciation  with  less  rapidity,  and  with 
more  regard  -to  the  principles  of  justice, 
than  any  other  nation .:  but  I  cannot  in- 
dulge the  hope,  that  we  shall  escape  mia- 
chiefs  from  which  none  have  been  exjpmpt* 
ed.  There  is  no  such  radical  difiference 
in  our  situation,  as  will  warrant  such  a 
hope.  Other  nations,  like  ourselves,  have 
used  the  agency  of  fi^nks ;  several  times 
has  France  defrauded  her  creditora  through 
the  agency  of  the  Caisse  D'Bscompte,  and 
other  banxs.  A  very  large  part  of  the 
depreciated  paper  now  current  in  so  many 
of  tba  states  of  Europe  has  also  been  is- 
sued through  banks  and  companies.  But  . 
we  are  told,  with  that  complacent  smile, 
which  too  often  marks  an  Englishman, 
when  he  speaks  of  the  institutions  of  his 
own  country,  the  Bank  of  England  is 
founded  upon  principles  diflerent  from  all  * 
other  banks ;  it  advances  its  notes  only 
for  values  actually  deposited  in  its  coffers, 
tion  of  such  a  resolution.    How  little  are  1 1  know  not,  that  the  principles  of  the 


we  now  conscious  of  the  pride  and  exulta- 
tion with  which  we  once  repeated  to  our- 
selves the  well-known  words  of  Mr.  Burke, 
"  our  paper  has  a  value  in  commerce,  be- 
cause in  law  it  has  none — it  is  powerful 
on  'Change,  because  in  Westminster  Hall 
it  is  impotent !"  Then  it  was  the  just 
boast  of  an  Englishman,  that  a  creditor 
might  refuse  all  the  paper  of  the  Bank  of 
England  in  payment  of  a  debt  of  twenty 
shillings.  Now  we  overwhelm  with  re- 
proach the  individual  who  has  been  found 
to  exercise  the  right 

I  am  not  disposed  to  exaggerate  the 
gloom  which  such  ch^ges  of  opinion,  and 
aoch  measures,  inspire ,  and  since  it  is 


Bank  of  England  are  in  this  respect  dif- 
ferent from  the  principles  of  any  other 
bank.  No  establishment  of  this  kind 
ever  professed  to  make  advances  of  its 
notes,  but  for  securities  of  adequate  value, 
and  I  am  not  aware  of  any  great  bank, 
(the  Ayr  Bank  excepted,)  that  failed  by 
a  departure  from  its  principles,  except 
through  its  accommodation  to  government. 
I  cannot  perceive  the  difference  between 
the  Bank  of  England  making  advances  on 
an  exchequer  bill,  and  the  Caisse  lyfis* 
compte  issuing  its  notes  on  the  acceptance 
of  a  farmer-general  of  the  revenue  in 
former  times;  except  in  as  far  as  the  go- 
vernmant  of  England  is  more  likely  t* 


BiakivMcoaMMlM  to  adopt  by  IBr.  Fkt  ? 
At  tbAi  timt  tU  Bftttk  direoliMi 
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mainUin  its  (Uthtban  th^  gortfrnenfe  it 
France.  Too  clota  a  conoaction*  too  li» 
biral  an  advaBce  to  govennneot.  hai  aoi- 
formlv  first  dbcremtad,  and  ulttmataly 
ruined,  every  bank«  GovemB&enU,  in 
their  dealings  with  banke,  reseinbia 
a  class  of  costomers  not  nnnsoaly  wbo, 
in  order  to  pay  one  biiU  demand  per- 
iniasion  to  discoont  another;  bo,  ia  the 
x^zt  year,  goveniment  will  (utfafblly  dis- 
charge its  obligations;  yet  we  shall  pro* 
bably  find,  that  the  dains  of  the  Baofc  on 
the  revenue  of  the  approaching  year  are 
somewhat  greater  than  at  present.  There* 
fore  the  true  matter  for  oor  consideration 
18  not  concerning  the  principles  on  which 
the  Bank  it  constituted ;  but  is  it  now  an' 
independent  body,  in  the  same  degree  as  in 
former  years  ?  and  has  it  not  increased  its 
advances,  and  drawn  closer  its  allianee 
iirith. government?  It  has  been  said  the 
progress  of  depreciation  was  rapid  in 
France,  because  paper  was  issued  for  the 
capiul  of  the  dent  created  in  snpporting 
war ;  it  is  slow  in  England,  because  we 
issue  paper  for  the  interest  only  of  the 
capital.  It  was  properly  answered,  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  KBcheqner,  that  we 
provided  for  the  interest  ofonr  debt  by  an* 
noal  tsxei;  but  are  not  the  aocommoda-, 
tions  of  the  Bank  progressively  iocraasiof , 
cHher  in  the  shape  of  advances,  or  pur- 
chases of  ezcheqoer^bflls  in  the  market? 

I  disagree  with  those  who  profess  them- 
selves unsatisfied,  unless  the  Bank  pos- 
aassesa  guinea  in  iu  hoards,  for  every 
note  that  is  putinto  circulatioli.  Snch  isnot 
the  principle  on  which  paper  currency  in 
these  Islands  has  been  esUblished.  But  I 
may  be  allowed  to  ask,  is  the  Bank  of 
England  actually  solvent,  except  m  as  far 
as  government  shall  dtscharge  its  obliga- 
tions? I  votedfora  committee  to  enquire 
into  the  aflfairs  of  the  Bank,  in  order  to 
ascertain  what  proportion  iu  other  assets 
bore  to  Us  demands  on  government.  The 
deputy  governor  bf  the  Bank  of  England 
has  since  enumerated  demands  of  this  de- 
scription to  the  extent  of  nineteen  mil- 
lions, to  which  is  to  be  added  800,000f« 
advanced  to  the  East  India  company^  on 
the  security  of  1,200,000  three  per  cents, 
and  the  whole  amount  of  fiscbequer  bills 
purchased  by  the  Bank,  in  the  market, 
making  no  less  than  26/)00,000.  Under 
such  circumstances,  the  Bank  is  liHle  else 
than  a  machine  of  government,,  and  can- 
not control  iu  own  progress.  Who  now 
denies  that  the  stoppage  of  ouh  paymenU 
was  tha  loinlt  of  maaeviea  which  the 


posed  of  persons,  (Mr.  WitHhrop    ni 
othen,}  brooght  up  in  the  sober  acnool 
mercantile   eo6noBijr;  thvjr  entarteined 
no  wild  notions  of  extending  trade,  «ir 
carrying  on  war,  by  paper  credit ; 
foreseeing  die  dangerous  g< 
tlie  propositions  to  which  they  were  larged, 
they    micibly   and   solemnly  prateaaed 
agamsttham.    Did  their  opposition  piv- 
vail  ?  did  Mt  the  importunity  and  infln- 
enca  of  government  conipel  them  to  yield 
assent  In  measares  which  ended  in  stop- 
page ?  If  such  was  the  inAaence  of  go- 
vernment at  that  period,  who  ahsiraanir* 
tain  a  hope  that  the  directors  can  now  re- 
fuse  to  accede  to  the  requesu  of  gov««» 
ment|  now  that  government  protects  tlie 
Bank  asainM  iu  own  craditoia,  with  a  de- 
gree  of  neat  proportioned  to  the  pacn- 
niary  accommodations   H    Ims  itself  an- 
ceived?    Let  us  only  consider  what  oc- 
curred last  year  after  the  examination  x>f 
the  BoHioB  Committee,  after  it  becaase  the 
deliberate  opinion  «f  all  candid  and  im- 
partial men,  that  it  was  expedient  to  try 
the  cKct  of  a  decreased  issue  with  n 
view  to  temedy  the  exchanges,    it  is  ini* 
possibie  to  suppose  that  the  Bank  <Kreo> 
tors  were  not  wiHing  lo  liave  made  tfce 
experhnent,  and  the  apportnmty  wna  af> 
forded  tiiem.    After  ftiavuig  exercised  die 
utmost  Hberaliiy  in  supporting  coMner- 
cialcredit»  dm  demand  for  dioooencMl 
greaii]f  short  of  iu  esoal  extent,  and  a  df- 
mnwtion  cf  the  cffcnhtiien  miaht  have 
t^en  place  wldieiet  afTectiog  the  com- 
merce of  the  coentry,  which  had  been 
urged  as  the  great  motive  for  sustailiing 
it  on  so  enlarged  a  scale.    But  did  tte 
directors  of  the  Bank  find  thenMelves  «i 
liber^  to  make  this  salutary  eiperiment» 
by  diminishing  their  circulation  in  the 
same  proportion  as  the  demands  fer  eeas- 
merciai  discounu  had  diminished?  was 
not  the  influence  of  government  exer* 
cised  to  induce  the  Bank  to  make  ad- 
vances to  Mr.  Goldsmid  and  others,  and 
to  purchase  Exctiequer  bills  in  the  market, 
to  such  an  extent,  as  involved  an  increase 
of  Bank  notes  to  the  amount  of  twenty 
three^  millions,  being  three  millions  more, 
than  in  the  former  year,  when  the  iswe 
had  been  deemed  excemive  ?    In  thii,  I 
blame  neither  the  government,  nor  te 
Bank ;  great  mischief  might  have  Ibllew* 
ed,if  they  had  net  done  so ;  public  se- 
curities might  have  fallen  very  consider- 
ably  I  andif  iheyhadiaUeHb 
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woald  ha^  been  pM  in  taodmKfmr  bilti, 
and  the  resottreeB  of  foiFcrnaent  hate 
entirely  failed,  i  itete  it,  enly  to  liiew 
the  impowibility  of  the  Bink  dimiaUiing 
iu  issues  in  Ibe  preeeni  siflle  ef  tbngs ; 
to  prove,  tbet  we  most  go  on  in  the  same 
course  in  which  we  are  proceeding:  and 
thes  to  demonstrate,  Ibattbe  depreciation 
cf  Batok  notes,  which  ikm  amennti  to 
twenty  per  ccnU  has  nb  other  linrit,  than 
the  Wants  and  necessities  of  governnwnt. 

If  the  House  wilt  not  uke  warning  from 
what  has  happened  in  «ther  nationsb  at 
least  let  nsderiTo  insmdnonf  rom  oar  own 
legisiaiiTe  proceedinga.     On   a  former 
Bight  an  hon.  gentleman  slated  the  coorse 
of  the  American  legislatures,  oven  when 
actng  ondfr  the  control  and  ssfortMon 
of  the  British  Home  of  Goinnioos.    After 
n  paper  cmTcncy  was  substitntod  ibr  the 
precioaa  metals  in  each  State  of  NorA 
Amerk%  its  deoreciation  speedily  fo4» 
lowed,  and  gfamalljf  proceeded  in  its 
coorse,  daring  a  period  of  rfzty  ]rnrs, 
in'times  of  prosperons  trade,  and  in  periods 
of  adtersity ;  onul  parliament,  disregaiding 
the  argoments,  mich  now  meet  with  so 
faroarable  n  reception  in  this  Moose,  con* 
suiting  the  principles  of  jastiee,  and  im- 
pressed with  n  atroM  sense  of  the  manl- 
told  erils  resulting  irom  such  a  syitem, 
proceeded  to  pot  an  end  lo  it  by  o  legiv* 
laffye  enactment.    Ireftriolhehctof  the 
4th  of  Geo.  S,  cap.  S4,  the  preamble  of 
which  netor  ought  to  be  ahsttat  from  our 
minds:   «'  Whereas  "creat  ^entities  of 
paper  blHs  of  credit  mre  been  cffentMl 
snd  issued  in  his  Majeaty^s  tdonies,  or 
planutfons  in  America^  by  ^trtoe  of  ocis, 
orders,  resolutions,  or  Toies  of  Assenfbly, 
making  and  declaring  such  Btlls  of  oremt 
to  be  legal  tender  in  payment  of  money ; 
and  whereas  such  Bills  have  been  greatly 
depreciated  in   their  Value,   by  means 
whereof  debts  have  been  dischai^^  with 
a  much  less  Talue  than  was  contracted  for, 
to  the  great  discouragement  and  prejudice 
of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  his  Ma- 
jesty^ sobjects,  by  occarioning  conihsion ' 
in  dtelings,  and  leisenlnf  credit  in  the 
said  cokmise/'    I  humbly  beseech  the 
House  to  dii«ct  ita  attention  most  oarelbHv 
lo  this  histrucUre  tase ;  because  it  iA>rds ' 
an  example  applicable  to  our  present  si- 
laation  in  every  part.    First  it  shows,  ihat ' 
whenever  a  paper  circulation  has  "been ' 
substitoted  for  a  metallic  currency,  tio' 
prudence  in  Iho  issue  of  it;  no  attachment ' 
to  th6  prineifMes  ^  justice;  not  eren  Ihe 
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jodgs^  and  not  OB  parises,  can  psosenm  «• 
from  depmciation.  Can  the  ropraaenta* 
tire  of  money  be  aa  valuable  as  the  thing 
repreaented,  nniem  oaiweitible  iasa  monejr 
at  |>loasore  ?  Can  a  paonise  to  pay,  at  m 
period  indefiilite,  be  as  Talaable  as  an 
actual  payment }  fa  every  aUte  through* 
oat  the  coidniea,  dopreciation  varied  only 
in  proportion  to  the  moderation  observed 
in  ibt  fasues  of  paper.  In  som^  States  ii 
amooaHed  to) eleven  hundred  eorrency  fsr 
100  poonds  sterling,  while  it  was  only  ana 
hanared  and  thirty  per  cent,  in  the  wise, 
moral,  and  leKgious  state  of  Pennsyhania« 

Secondly,  it  prreves,  that  m  saoh  a  state 
of  things,  the  evil  has  no  tendency  to  cor* 
reel  itself,  and  is  no  way  infloenoed  hy 
wtet  is  called  a  Atvoorabte  or  anfkvoar* 
able  balance  of  trade.  During  00  yeaii^ 
our  Amarioan  Colonies  carried  on  the  most 
frMrourable  conmieree ;  yet  tbcy  derived 
no  acoemion  of  the  precious  metalseoffi* 
dent  to  supersede  the  ase  of  paper  cur* 
rency,  though  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  mines  wUoh  supplied  the  iKorld/ 

Thirdly,  the  proceeding  tasakl  by  Mut 
Smith  .10  bear  ressnxblsnee  to  a  scheme  of 
fraodtdenl  debtora  to  cheat  their  €rediteffa« 
and  lis  injustioe  and  impolicy  are  forcibly 
set  Ibiifa  in  the  emphatical  words  which  I 
hate  qaolsd  from  the  act.  But  tAie  Aaie* 
ricans  ihemsalves  were  totally  uoconscioas 
eithar  of  the  oaosa  or  the  result  of  %ht 
svsMn.  Uke  oorwlves  ihey  attributed 
the  Ml  of  esBchoige  to  Ihe  deranged  siata 
of  oommerca,  and  being  lor  the  most  past 
deblers  to  ^e  Mother  country,  loudly 
complained  of  the  injuitice  of  parliameat^ 
when  it  enacted  Ibat  paper  ehoold  no 
longerbe  deemed  leffal  tender. 

LasAy,  weviay  benoe  kmrn  how  ¥iia1a 
the  apprshension,  generally  entertained^ 
that,  bv  a  reourrence  to  cash  paymeniOb 
we  shall  wont  a  measure  «ff  eicchange  in  aN 
the  ordinary  transactions  of  human  lilb^ 
since  we  find,  that  a  currency  which  bad 
existed  during  half  a  century,  and  aft« 
tended  to  the  minutest  fractional  pay« 
ments,  was  decried  after  a  period  of  war- 
teen  months;  and  t)git  the  preoioormelitfa 
immediately  asstfmed  the  place  of  tbh 
former  depreciated  paper,  wichoot  octaK 
sioning  the  least  ombarrassmeat  to  indlvt« 
duals,  or  *to  ihe  Slate,  and  with  incaton* 
labia  beneStto  the  oommoaiiv. 

Havhig  said  so  inuoh,  with  immadlnin 
reference  io  the^ill,  I b6pe  Inniy  be'aU 
lo#ed  to  tNMible  the  Hoase  with  a  hw 
words  concerning  the  efftet  of  a  depmcf^ 
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to  me  much  misqndentood.    It  faaa  been 
conceiyed, '  that  the  present  is  a  question 
which  chiefly   concerns  the  landed. in- 
terest :  but,  in  point  of  fact,  it  relates,  al- 
most pxclosiveiy,  to  the  public  creditor, 
and  all  otherr  who  have  fixed  incomes ; 
and  touches   the   landed    proprietor  no 
otherwise,   than  during   the    period  for 
which  his  leases  are  granted.     It  must  be 
sufficiently  evident  to  every  one  who  has 
reflected  upon  the  subject,  that,  as  the  va- 
lue of  all  articles  depends  upon  their  re- 
lative plenty  or  scarcity,  whenever  the 
currency  of  any  commuoity  is  increased, 
whether  consisting  of  the  precious  metals, 
or  of  paper, -it  must  represent  a  smaller 
quantity  of  all  other  articles.      When 
this  change  takes  place,  each  party  na« 
turally  endeavours  to  shift  the  burthen 
from  himself;    the  landlord  demands  a 
liigber  rent,  and  obtains  it,  because  the 
▼anie  of  land  is  measured  by  the  quantity 
'  of  labour  which  it  can  command,  and  by 
»o  other  scale ;  the  price  of  labour  is  in  no 
degree  affected,  the  value  of  labour  being 
in  .all  cases  proportioned  to  the  demand 
for  it,  and  paid  tor»  in  a  certain  propor- 
tion of  the  necessaries  and  conveniencies 
of  life,  whatever  may  be  the  nominal  va* 
lues   which   represent  that   proportion. 
Neither  are  merchants  and  traders,  who 
buy  to  sell  again,  in  any  way  injured; 
tkey  only  pay  a  greater  nominal  value 
for  each  commodity  they  purchase,  which 
they  sell  again  for  a  proportionate  in- 
crease :-*nay,  in  every  instance,  where 
they  trade  upon  a  borrow^  capital,  they 
are  benefited,  as  they  are  enabled  to  ac- 
^it  the  original  debt  contracted,  with  a 
less  quantity  of  real  value.     The  only 
•persons  who  are  substantially    aflfected 
and  injured,  are  the  public  creditors,  and 
all  other  classes  of  men  who  have  fixed 
incomes,  or  are  under  contracts,  the  mea- 
sure of  which  is  regulated  by  a  monied 
price ;    they  have  no  means  of  casting 
the  burthen  from  their  own  shoulders ;  the 
amount  of  their  receipt  is  fixed    and  ft- 
.mited  by  the  engagement  itself^  and  in 
reality  daily  decreases  by  becoming  ex- 
changeable for  a  less  quantity  of  every 
other  article.     At  first  riew,  it  might  be 
thought  that  the  state  stands  in  the  same 
relation  with  this  ,class  of  persons,  its  re- 
venue being  fixed,  and  its  expenditure 
dependent  on  the  value  of  the  labour  and 
other  articles  which  it  has  occasion  to 
purchase ;    but  it  will  be  found  that  so 
much  of  the  revenue  as  consists  of  adva* 
Urim  duties,  such  as  th«  stampsr  Property 
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Tax,  and  many  others,  rises  with  the  de* 
preciation  of  the  currency ;    and^  above 
all,  the  state  has  the  power  of  compensat- 
ing itself  for  a  depreciation  in  the  value  of 
its  revenue,  by  an  increase  of  imposts. 
The  state,  therefore,  remains  a  gainer,  on 
all  payments  made  to  its  creditors,  of  the 
difierence  between  the  value  of  money 
at  the  time  when  it  pays,  and  the  value 
of  money  at  the  time. the  loan  was  con- 
tracted ;    and    ultimately  nations   have 
generally  availed  themselves  of  such  a 
contingency  to  expunge  their  public  debt. 
The  wealth,  the  industry,  the  commerce, 
the  agriculture  of  the  nation,  are  neither 
advanced  nor  impeded.    To  .suppose  that 
the  statd  acquires  a  power  of  maintainiog 
foreign  wars,  and  adds  greatly  to  its  pe- 
cuniary  resouites,  by  means  oi  the  depre- 
ciation of  currency,  is  an  absurdity  reserv* 
ed  for  present  times  :-~foreign  wars  can 
be  supported  only  by  the  surplus  of  our 
agriculture  and  cQmmerce,  beyond  what 
is  necessary  for  our  own  consumption; 
and  the  means  of  the  state  are  always  pro* 
portioned  to  the  extent  of  that  surplus, 
whether  represented    by    a    greater    or 
smaller  quantity  of  nominal  value. 

When  therefore  the  first  symptoms  of 
depreciation  become  apparent,  the  public 
creditor,  and  every  clas«  of  persons  en- 
joying fixed  incomes,  are  peculiarly  en- 
titled to  the  care  and  protection  of  the  le- 
gislature, because  their  condition  depends 
wholly  on  the  faith  and  honour  of  the 
state.  By  various  natural  causes,  their 
incomes  are  liable  to  gradual  deterioration ; 
but,  if  to  this  be  added  a  deterioration 
arising  from  the  depreciation  of  the  cur- 
rency itself,  the  state  is  then  guilty  of  the 
utmost  degree  o£  injustice  and  oppression. 
When  the  stoppage  of  the  Bank  took 
place,  in  1797,  our  necessities  compelled 
us  to  be  guilty  of  this  injustice,  by  paying 
the  public  creditor  in  paper,  instead  of 
metallic  currency,  leaving  other  classes 
of  creditors  to  exact  a  metallic  payment 
from  their  debtors,  whenever  they  thought 
fit*  But  this*  so  far  from  being  an  undue 
preference  of  the  private  creditor,  seemed 
to  the  public  creditor  an  important  secu- 
rity against  an  indefinite  extension  of  in- 
justice. I#  kept  alive  a  memory  of  the 
true  measure  of  yaIuc,  and  of  his  contract 
with  the  state.  It  was  calculated  to  retain 
more  metallic  currency  in  circulation^  than 
would  otherwise  have  remained.  It  seem* 
ed  a  guarantee  for  moderation  in  the  issue 
of  notes,  since  none  were  bound  to  ac- 
cept thtm  but  while  they  were  judged  of 
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equal  vmltie  with' cash »  and  the  guarantee 
wonld  have  been  effectaa),  if  we  had^been 
indiTidaally  vieilant,  when  the  early 
aymptoms  of  deprectatibn  became  ap- 
parent If  from  unsuspecting  conBdence 
depreciation  thoukl  ensue,  and  men  ihoold 
insist  on  metallic'  payments^  as  lord  King 
Is  now  doing,  confidence  in  the  justice  of 
the  British  parliament  forbade  the  appre- 
hension, that  when  every  individual  was 
enabled  to  obtain  payment  of  his  debt  in 
the  good  and  lawful  money  in  which  it  was 
contracted,  the  state  would  persevere  to 
pay  its  creditors  in  depreciated  paper, 
rfow  the  argument  of  the  noble  lord  (lord 
Castlereagh)  is  a  little  curious.  His  sen- 
sibility is  extremely  acute  on  this  subject. 
''Would  you,''  says  he,  ''commit  the 
monstrous  injustice  of  paying  the  public 
creditor  in  paper,  while 4he  private  ere* 
ditor  is  paidjn  metallic  money  V*  an  ar- 
gument in  itself  a  confession  that  paper 
is  less  valuable  than  coin.  The  just  re- 
medy would  be  to  pay  the  public  creditor 
according  to  the  terms  of  his  contract. 
"  But,"  says  the  noble  lord,  "  Take  from 
the  private  creditor  the  right  of  demand- 
ing payment  according  to  the  terou  of 
iiis  contract,  and  deal  out  the  same  mea- 
sure of  injustice  to  both  parties,  by  com- 
peUing  them  to  accept  payment  ia  depre- 
ciated paper.''  On  behalf  of  the  public 
creditors,  I  do  most  earnestly  protest 
against  the  remedy  proposed  by  the  noble 
lord.  If  the  necessities  of  the  state  do  not 
enable  it  to  fulfil  its  engagements  with 
^u,  our  lot  will  not  be  alleviated  by  an  in- 
fraction of  justice  extended  to  other  de- 
scriptions of  men :  let  them  enjoy  their 
rights  in  their  fullest  extent ;  the  wrong 
we  sustain  must  be  so  manifest  to  all  man- 
kind, that  in  proceu  of  time,  relief  may  be 
granted  to  us;  but  if  a  common  measure 
of  injustice  be  extended  to  all  other  mem- 
bers of  the  community,  then  we  shall  be 
entirely. forgotten,  and  finally  afibrd  to 
mankind  another  example  of  the  fate  that 
awaits  those  who  enter  into  engagements, 
in  which  right  is  on  one  side,  and  power 
•n  the  other* 

But  let  me  now  examine  the  conduct  of 
lord  King,  which  has  been  as  much  con- 
demned by  the  public  in  general,  as  within 
the  walls  of  the  House.  After  the  most 
deliberate  and  sober  reflection,  I  solemnly 
declare,  that  in  my  judgment,  he  merits 
the  thanks  of  the  public,  rather  than  its 
censure.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  avow,  that 
for  the  Jast  three  years,  during  which  de- 
preciatipn  has  been  going  on,  1  have  very 


often  deliberaled  on  demanding  payment 
of  debts  in  metallic  money ;  and  if  1  have 
been  deterred  from  doing  so,  it  has  not 
been  fcom  any  doubt  of  the  justice  of  th« 
measure :  but  being  totally  unconnected 
with  party,  and  fully  sensible  of  my  own 
insignificance,  I  did  not  find  in  myself  cou* 
rage  to  brave  the  clamour  which  I  foresaw 
would  be  raised  by  the  many  persons  in« 
terested  in  the  continuance  of  the  present 
system  of  things.  'By  this  declaration,  I 
trust  I  shall  not  be  deemed  to  brave  public 
opinion.  He  who  afiects  to  place  himself 
above  the  opinion  of  mankind,  is  more  or 
less  than  man ;  hut  entertaining  these  sen- 
timents, 1  will  not,  while  I  am  conscioas 
of  their  rectitude,  shrink  from  the  avowal 
of  them,  because  they  may  be  unpopodar. 
What  is  the  spirit  of  the  contract  between 
a  landlord  and  his  tenant  ? — ^That  the  land- 
lord shall  receive  a  monied  reat  equal  to 
a  certain  proportion  of  the  produce  of  the 
soil ;-— and  if  a  monied  rent  paid  in  note^ 
actoally  depreciated,  no  longer  represents 
that  proportion  of  the  produce,  is  it  unjust 
or  unfair  to  require  {Myment  in  metallic 
currency,  which  more  nearly  represents 
that  proportion  ?  Suppose  the  noble  lord 
to  have  let,  in  17  80,  a  field  capable  of  pro* 
ducing-fbur  quarters  of  wheat,  worth  on 
an  average  of  the  last  15  years  180  shiK 
lings;  and  to  have  allowed  IS5  shillings 
for  the  labour  and  stock  of  the  tenant,  ami 
reserved  to  himself  a  rent  of  45  shillings  of 
metallic  money,  or  one  quarter  of  the  pro« 
duce.  Suppose  the  same  field  still  to  pro^* 
duce  four  quarters,  which,  on  an  average 
of  five  years,  sells  for  85  shillings  per 
quarter,  or  340  shillings,  in  paper  currency. 
The  sum  necessary  to  compensate  the 
labour  and  replace  the  stoek  of  the  tenant 
will  be  225  or  |>  of  the  produce,  every 
article  necesary  to  cultivation  having  ad- 
vanced in  cost  in  the  same  proportion; 
but  if  he  can  acquit  himself  of  his  rent  bvi 
45  shillings  of  tne  same  currency,  he  vnll 
be  a  gainer  of  40  shillings;  the  share  of 
the  landlord,  which,  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  parties  when  the  contact  was  made» 
amounted  to  |{,  will  be  reduced  to^; 
and  the  fanner,  who  iooked  to  fj*,  will  re- 
ceive If.  Repayment  is  not  demanded  of 
the  ,V  or  40t.  thus  lost  by  the  landlord* 
and  gained  unexpectedly  by  the  tenant. 
Lord  King  was  avrare  of  the  natural  depre- 
ciation of  money  in  a  rich  and  flourishing 
country^  and  is  content  that  his  tenant 
shall  enjoy  a  very  large  portion  of  the 
gain.  He  requires  only  that  his  contract 
shall  be  txecutad  in  the  terms  in  which  U 
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li.  coBMHfed  !««•  4r£  dhUttngt  fernifly  euh 
iaia«d  ab^ul*  &  •ubcm  of  alandard  siWcr, 
and  were  w^senUd  by  18  pieces,  called 
kklif-crewiift..  The  mystic  ward  <'  Bank" 
kwi  been  iinprinted  on  their  lace,  ^nd  be 
IP  required  to  receive  theie  sane  pieces  as 
oS  ihe  value  of  Ikree  shiUings,  tboaBh  bo 
HMiividial  in  tbe  comnumty  will  give  in 
eaicbange  for  then*  a  particb  more  of  bis 
properly,  than  when  Ihey  passed  by  their 
old  name.  Our  tone  and  manner  of  think- 
ing may  haTeaUered»  siaee  the  case  is  no 
l90ger  viewed  in  the  abstract;  sock  Iran* 
sacliottSk  however  in  olher.  oowlriei^  aad 
»n¥M[ig  ourselves  in  other  Itmei^  have  been 
atigmsAiacd  as  gross  and  barefaced  frands. 
Sul  the  carrency  of  the  battk,  thoogh  it 
may  have  lest  of  its  valie  on  'Change,  is 
wol  3rel  omnipelenl  in  Westsainster-hiill ; 
aad  lord  King  hu  appealed  to  the  lawol 
hk  coont^y,  to  enforoe  iho  rights  which 
slBl  vemaMi  to  bins. 

But  it  is  urged  that  landlords  nay  ezep- 
ciso  a  grievotts  oppression  over  tenants. 
Those  names,  whenever  they  are  nsed,  we 
eensider  to  be  descriptivo  of  portiee  be* 
tweea  w'hom  respect  and,  attachment, 
fcittdnew  and  protectwn,  mnlaally  esist. 
And,  happily  ior  this  ooontry^  so  rare  is 
the  character  of  a  harsh  landlord,  that  I 
believe  muck  of  the  odimw  attached  to  lord 
King  has  proceeded  from  an  idea,  that 
eeme  severity  to  the  tenant  was  in  cow* 
lemj^ation.  The  cakolation  witk  which 
I  h«vo  troobled  the  House  will  show,  that 
even  if  rents  were  paid  in  the  manner  de- 
manded bjr  lord  King,  the  gain  of  the 
tomniy  which  is  now  40f«  upon  a  payment 
of  M5i^  will  only  be  reduced  to  3U.,  an 
advantage  accruing  to  the  tenant  firom  the 
Incrsased  nbnndance  of  the  precious 
motids,aDi  other eircomstanoes.  Bn^eveia 
lining  timse  oircumstanoesoiitof  ourview, 
dm  tenant  wkaae  currency  consists  for  the 
mostpsrtof  privafte  banker'a  notes,  will  be 
wo  subror.  Neither  the  public,  nor  lord 
King,  seem  to  have  beea  aware  of  the 
fVih  Ooo.  S,  cap.  M.  Iwas  not  tilUatoly 
ammious  of  ttM  powem  it  granted  to  en* 
feice  payment,  in  money,  of  one  and  two 
Bound  notoslrom  the  private  bankers,  who 
nave  issued  them.  By  tpeaMT  of  that  act 
the  tenant  who  holds  such  paper  will  be 
entirely  relieved.  Whenever  the  landlord 
demands  a  metallic  payment^  it  will  onl v 
be  necessary  to  ^arry  the  very  notes,  with 
w4ich  the  tenant  km  umally  paid  |iis  rent, 
00  the  private  bonir,  and  oemand  their 
value  in  spede.  The  law  has  provided 
4||bacioM  moana  ibf  anlaromy  the  de- 


mand ;   and  if  any  hardship  or   ineonve* 
aience  or  loss  is  siistained«    it  will  fall, 
where  itoughttofall,  on  those  who  during 
fourteen  years,  have  reaped  large  giuns 
from  the  circulation  of  notos  ;    who,  by 
the  extent  to  which  they  have   poshed 
their  issues,  have  remtered  flasuiifest  and 
intolerable  the  depreciation   iwaeparable 
firom  paper  currency.    I  hope  wo  man 
wil(  judge  mm  to  speak  iavidiooaly  :  I  oon* 
aider  all  private  banks  as  instiautioiis  aris- 
ing out  of  tke  wants  of  the  conawHioity, 
and  eminently  useful.    So  6r  from  con* 
curring  with  thorn  who  would    amtrtfice 
themaitke  shrine  of  the  Bank  of  EngUnd, 
I  would  rather  forfeit  all  the    benefits 
resulting  fiom  that  establishnamat^  than 
:  disturbono  individual  m  his  heneat  codling; 
whether-  founded   en   the   accnsaaolntcd 
capital  of  severfil  generations,  or  open  a 
bore  confidence  in  tke  probi^  and  indus- 
try of  the  individuoL    But  I  will  not,  I 
dare  not  rriease  him  fifom  the  perimiD* 
ance  of  one  tittle  of  has  engaganaoot.    If 
it  bo  demanded,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
tenant, «« Did  the  partim  kiek  to  the  fulfil* 
mont  of  the  contract  in  any  other  nannner 
than  in  bank-neteaP'    I  answer,  tfaisy  dkl 
so  look.    Not  only  is  tke  prSvalo  honker 
bound  to  pay  one  and  two  pound  notes  in 
money,  by  the  genewd  law  of  the  land, 
firom  whose  oblijpktions  no  man  is  exempt 
by  reason  of  ignorance;  but,  by  the  57tk 
Geo.  3,  cap.  S3,  a  distinct  and  special  oon« 
tract  was  created  ;    privato  bankera  were 
allowed  to  press  tkeir  circulation  into  tke 
retoil  tranmctions  of  life  :   but  thia  great 
tource  of  emolument  was  permittcMl  te 
them  only  on  the  special  condition  of  con* 
vertim  their  notes  into  money  at  the  op- 
tion  of  the  holder  under  pain  of  specified 
penalties.    The  boon  was  accepted,  with 
all  the  obligations  attendant  on  it ;   each 
village  soon  pcodooed  a  banknig shop;  fi>r 
fourteen  years  the  country  has  been  mto- 
rated  with  pi^mr  currency,  and  prol|U  hare 
been  enjoyed  beyond  toe  wildest  expect 
tatmn.    After  such  a  lapm  of  ttaae,  when 
at  length  it  is  perceived,  that  the  easy  con- 
fidence of  the  country  has  been  abused ; 
when  our  circulation  b  manifestly  depre- 
ciated; when  each  individual  hm  been  in- 
jured in  his  fiwtune  by  a  departure  from  tha 
only  true  and  just  measure  of  value;  shall 
we  stigmatise  the  individual  who  refuses 
to  receive  a  depreciated  carrency,  sod 
exercises  the  option  granted  to  him  by  the 
law,  for  the  very  purpow  of  preventing 
that  depreciation  whtch  the  legisUtaie 
focesawr 
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1 8tk  the  noUe  lord,  if,  when  the  assig- 
nau  were  int  jent  forth  into  circulation ; 
if,  when  the  American  Congreit,  in  the  year 
1775,  first  ifsaed  their  currency  ;  if,  when 
our  own  colonies  first  emitted  that  com* 
pulsory  paper  which  parKament  has  des- 
cribed as  pregnanl  with  so  many  erils ;  if, 
in  those  countries,  there  had  been  found  a 
fierson,  who,  disdaining  public  clamour, 
nnd  appealing  to  the  laws  of  his  country, 
(aod  those  laws  could  have  been  enforced), 
liad  refused  to  submit  to  the  aggravated 
injustice  of  receiving  such  paper  in  dis- 
cbarge of  an  obligiition  contracted  in  good 
mnd  lawful  money ;  I  ask  the  noble  lord, 
if  such  a  person  rousing  the  nation  from  its 
alnmbers,  had  remlered  it  sensible  of  the 
evib  of  all  compulsory  paper,  and  restored 
the  Bse  of  metallic  currency;  would  such 
%  man  have  been  stigmatised  as  regardless 
of  the  obligations  of  conscience,  and  in- 
•ensible  to  the  prosperity  of  bis  country  ? 

But  it  is  said  that  the  public  mind  has 
been  disturbed,  and  its  confidence  in  the 
notes  of  the  fiank  of  England  abated.  I 
iieliete  that  a  confidence  in  the  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  Eaglaud  is  very  little  in- 
flnenoed  by  our  revolations.  If  our  opi- 
nions could  attach  estimation  to  them,  we 
have  already  declared  them  equal  in  value 
to  the  {weciotts  metals ;  but  on  such  anb- 
jecla  mankind  are  influenced  by  the  evi<- 
dence  of  their  own  senses,  and  estimate  all 
•iticlea  by  their  value  tn  exchange.  The 
little  •aiipoi:tance  attached  to  our  opinions 
in  the  market  cannot  be  better  tlHistrated, 
than  by  the  fact  stated  by  an  boo.  director 
of  tlie  Bank,  that,  while  this  Bill  has  been 
under  diacuasion,  exchanges  and  the  price 
of  bnllion  have  become  more  favouraMe. 

The  noble  lord  is  likewise  of  opinion, 
that  a  sense  of  moral  duty  should  hate 
deterred  lord  King  from  the  conrse  Hhidi 
he  has  uken.  1  can  very  well  admit,  that 
if  the  depreciation  was  very  inconsider* 
nUe,  as  in  the  first  year  after  the  restriction, 
when  the  precioas  metab  and  paper  were 
TMdily  exchangeable  for  each  other,  at  a 
amall  preminm,  it  would  have  been  improper 
lo  have  disturbed  an  order  of  things  vrith 
which  the  comitry  was  generally  satisfied. 
But  I  wish  to  know  to  what  extent  this  for* 
1>earanoe  is  to  be  carried  :  if  a  sense  of  moral 
doty  may  induce  our  submission  to  a  de- 
preciation of  five  per  cent.,  are  we  bouiul 
to  sebmit  to  a  depreciation  of  ten  ?  or,  if 
to  ten,  to  fifteen  or  twenty  f  Under  such 
ctrcnmstances,  if  government,  from  tem- 
porary motives,  refuses  to  remedy  a  di- 
aease  so  fatally  progrtanvo  in  its  nauire> 
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md  avowa  ttfl  determnnaliQn  to4iei«evere» 
-^w  it  onbecoming  «  man  of  Ittgh  rank 
and  ipreproachabJe  character,  rtis^  above 
the  suspicion  of  Mercenary  motives,  th 
proclaim  the  wrong  he  ferns,  and  to  w 
peal  to  the  laws  of  his  country  to  remedy 
an  evil  which  can  be  resisted  only  tn  its 
inctpienl  stages  ?  For  l>e  it  always  re* 
merobered,  that,  if  we  shal]  persevereila 
this  system,  and  depreciation  ahall  to* 
crease,  it  will  be  impossible  to  retrace  our 
steps:  the  hardship  of  compelling  the  fuU 
fiiment,  in  metallic  value,  of  contraeta 
which  have  been  formed  at  periods  of  de^ 
preciation,  being  no  less  afmarent,  than  to 
suffer  a  debtor  to  discharge,  by  depreciated 
papevi  an  obligatioo  contracted  when  the 
real  was  correspondent  with  the  nominal 
value  of  money.  Let  us  not  deceive  o«r* 
selves:  let  os  not  fortify  each  other  in 
error,  by  reviling  the  man  who  recalls  na 
to  a  dispassionate  consideration  of  thia 
subject  by  an  appeal  to  the  judges  of  the 
land,  to  that  tribunal  which  is  exempt  from 
passion  and  prejudice.  Does  or  does  not 
depreciation  exist?  is  the  true  teat  by 
which  the  conduct  of  load  Khig  mast  M 
judged.  If  depreeintion  does  not  exist,  liO 
has  erred  grendy  :  hot  if  dopreeiatioa 
does  exist,  and  to  a  connderable  exteai^ 
then  is  he  the  defender  of  the  righta  of  the 
public  creditor,  and  aH  otbar  persona  en«> 
joyihg  fixed  incomes,  as  payment  to  them 
in  a  depreciated  currency  has  ever  been 
acknowledged  to  be  a  moat  manifimt  in* 
justice. 

And  now  to  the  qoestion  of  depreciedoB» 
to  which  I  shouM  have  addfesaed  myself 
in  an  earlier  stage,  bad  1  conceived  tMt  it 
would  still  have  been  denied.  I  deapiit 
however  of  convincing  any  man  who  ie 
not  already  aatisfied.  Have  not  two  years 
DOW  elapsed,  since  the  exchanges  with  all 
foreign  countries  have  been  deprepaed^ 
below  their  usnal  level,  to  the  amennt  of 
20  per  cent  ?  Do  not  the  precfona  metak^ 
compared  with  Bank-notei,  benr  the  samO 
relative  increase  of  value?  Has  H  imt 
been  stated,  that*  in  Jersey,  the  goinehe^ 
changed  for  twenty-five  livres,  and  the 
Ldois  d'or  for  twenty-four  livres ;  that  the 
Jersey  Bank-note  for  a  Louis  payable  Id 
ii|>ecie  exchanged  for  twenty-four  livres^ 
and  that  the  English  Bank-note  exchange 
ed  only  for  twenty  livres?  Is  itnotec^ 
knowledged  even  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  that  the  precious  me  tils  are 
more  vatuabfe  than  paper^  under  certain 
circumstances  ?  and  if  more  valuable  for 
any  supposed  purpose,  must  not  thlt  alone 
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give  tbem  'a  valoe  in  the  general  ettlma- 
lion  beyond  paper,  which  is  not  so  appli- 
cable ?  Bat  will  the  evidence,  resahing 
from  the  late  issue  of  Bank- tokens,  like- 
wise be  denied  ?  Tiie  whole  cannot  be 
be  greater  or  more  valuable  than  the  parts 
of  which  it  is  composed ;  three  notes  of 
one  pound  each  cannot  be  more  valuable 
than  t^^enty  three-shilling  pieces  of  the 
new  currency ;  and  these  twenty  three, 
■hilling  pieces  actually  contain  something 
less  than  the  same  quantity  of  standard 
silver,  as  wss  contained  in  twenty  half- 
crowns.  ^Suppose  the  Bank-notes  for 
twenty -three  millions,  now  in  circulation, 
annihilated,  and  the  same  represented  by 
m  proportionate  number  of  three  shilling 
pieces,  would  gentlemen  then  avert  that 
oar  currency  was  not  depreciated  ?  The 
aame  quantity  of  silver  as  was  contained  in 
fifty  shillings  would  represent  sixty  shil- 
lings,  and  would  any  one  deny  that  the 
denomination  of  our  standard  was  raised, 
which  is  precisely  the  same  thing  ?  But 
really  in  discussing  this  question,  gentle- 
men of  the  gravest  character,  and  enjoy- 
ing the  highest  authority  in  the  House, 
for  accuracy,  and  acquaintance  with  sub- 
jects of  this  nature,  seem  to  feel  themselves 
at  liberty  to  indulge  in  the  most  extravagant 
perversions  or  omissions.  Would  it  be 
believed,  that  the  treasurer  of  the  navy 
had  twice  entered  into  a  discussion  of  the 
amount  of  our  currency,  and  had  each 
time  omitted  an  item  of  thirty  millions  in 
his  calculations  ?  Would  it  be  believed 
that  be  had  totally  left  out  of  considera- 
tion the  circulation  of  the  private  Bank- 
notes previous  to  the  restriction,  and  in  the 
present  times?  He  has  stated  that  the 
amount  of  our  circulation  in  former  times 
was  thirty  millions  of  specie  and  eleven 
millions  of  Bank-notes,  and  asked  how  it 
was  possible  to  conceive  a  redundancy  in 
our  present  circulation,  when  it  consisted 
of  twenty-three  millions  of  Bank-notes, 
and  when  oar  gold  was  reduced  to  a  sum 
not  exceeding  five  millions ;  making  in  the 
whole  twenty-eight  millions^  instead  of 
forty-on^  of  which  it  formerly  consisted? 
I  believe  this  estimate  of  our  specie  to 
be  considerably  exaggerated  ;  but,  pro- 
ceeding upon  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
own  dataj  his  calculation  is  manifestly  de- 
fective. Private  Bank  notes  formed  a 
material  part  of  our  circulation  before  the 
restriction,  an4  now  exceed  our  Bank 
currency  and  specie  united.  Conformably 
to  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  own  view, 
tar  currency  was 
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SO,00(J,00()  Specie 
1 1  »OOL)fiOO  Bank  notes 
7.000,000  Country  notes  ; 
Its  present  amount  is 

5,000,000  Specie 
23.000,000  Bank  notes 
32,000,000  Country  notes* 
Making  sixty  millions  in  the  whole;  and 
constituting  an  addition  to  our  currcDcy 
of  12  millions  instead  of  a  diminotion  of 
13;  or  an  error  in  the  right  hon.   gentle- 
man's statement    to    the    extent    of   S3 
millions. 

I  hope  I  shall  not  be  deemed  presump- 
tuous, when  I  most  earnestly  implore  the 
House  to  attend  to  the  facts  that  regard 
the  circulation  of  private  banks,  becaose 
very  little  attention  has  been  bestowed  oo 
the  subject,  and  it  has  been  thought  im- 
possible to  ascertain  the  amount  of  their 
circulation. 

It  is  sufficiently  known,  that,  by'  Tarioof 
acts,  a  stamp  duty  is  imposed  on  all  pro- 
missory notes  re- issuable,  progressive  ac- 
cording to  the  value  expressed  on  the  face 
of  the  notes.  From  October,  ltf<H,  to 
Qptober,  1 808,  the  duty 'by  the  44>  Geo.  3, 
was  Sd.  for  every  note,  the  value  ex- 
pressed on  which  did  not  exceed    «£".  l   l 

6d.  for  every  note  not  exceeding...  Q  2 
'  9 J.  for  every  note  not  exceeding...  5  5 

Is.  for  every  note  not  exceeding... 20  0 

These  duties,  since  October  1808,  have 
been  increased  by  the  48th  Geo.  3,  on  a 
scale  with  which  it  is  not  necessary  to 
trouble  the  House.     It  is  greatly  to  be  la- 
mented, that  accounts  of  the  produce  of 
the  dutitfs  on  promissory  notes  re- issuable, 
cannot  be  had  from  an  earlier  period  than 
October,  1804,   they  having  been  con- 
founded with  the  duties  on  bills  of  ex- 
change,    (iad  they  been  in  existence,  we 
might    have  traci^d  the   progressive    in- 
crease of  private  bank  circulation  from  its 
origin.     But  the  accounts  since  October 
1804,  have  been  kept  with  the  utmost  re* 
gulariiy,  and  show  the  amount  oF  stamps 
of  each  class  which    have   been   issued. 
Notes  for  51,  and  upwards  may  be  re-is- 
sued as  often  as  they  return  upon  their  is- 
suers, during  three  years  after  their  first 
emission,  when  the  law  requires  the  is- 
suers to  cancel  tbem.     Notes  of  one  and 
two  guineas  may  be  re- issued  for  a  period 
unlimited,  it  having  been  assumed,  that,  in 
the    course  of  three    years  circulation, 
they  generally    become   so  robbed  and 
worn  as  to  be  defaced,  and  incapable  of 
further  circulation.    This  statement  was 
furnished  to  the  treasury   by  the  priratt 
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bankers*  and  therefore' the  average  cir*  I  1808  •.•••..     9,7(il,in9  24«47S,l-84 


cnlation  of  these  notes  may  be  presamed 
to  last  so  long  at  the  least.  It  is  evident 
that  no  banker  will  incor  the  expense  of 
issuing  a  note  with  a  new  stamp,  as  long 
as  he  has  in  his  possession  any  notes 
which  have  been  returned  upon  him,  and 
are  circulable ;  neither  will  he  keep  by 
him  any  large  quantity  of  stamps  ready  to 
be  filled  up,  when  communication  with 
the  metropolis  is  so  easy  and  expeditions. 
The  number  of  stamps  issued  in  three 
years  antecedent  to  any  given  period  will 
therefore  shew  the  number  in  actual  cir- 
culation.  The  only  deduction  to  which 
the  gross  amount  seems  liable,  is,  for  the 
'  banks  which  have  failed,  or  declined  bu* 
siness  during  the  interval,  which  gentle- 
men may  estimate  in  any  manner  they 
please,  bat  which  can  scarcely  be  equal 
to  the  number  of  stamps  which  remain  in 
circulation  beyond  the  period  fixed  by 
the  law. 

Proceeding  upon  these  data,  we  have 
therefore  the  means  of  ascertaining  the 
issues  of  private  bankers  with  considerable 
accuracy,  by  calculating  the  sums  issued 
on  the  several  classes  of  stamps.  I  assume 
that  for  every  $iL  stnmp  on  which  the 
private  banker  is  competent  by  law  to 
issue  a  promissory  note  for  one  guinea, 
there  shall  have  been  i$sued  a  promis- 
sory note  for  ohe  pound  only : 

For  every  <ld  or  two  guineas'  stamp  £.  2 
For  every  9d.  or  five  guineas' 5 

And  for  every  I'*  or  2i)l.  and  upwards 
10/.  only.  The  actual  issues  cannot  have 
been  less ;  they  probably  have  been  more. 
Applying  this  calculation  to  the  stamps 
in  the  year  ending  October  1805,  the  re- 
sult will  as  be  follows  : 

If.  stamps  at  U.  only  2,903,600 

2  a    64,000 

5  5    4,117,330 

U  10  3,026,000 


No.  of  Stamp«. 
2,905,600     1/. 
39,0CN)    C 
8S3.466    5 

502,600  20 


'4,063,656 10,112,930 

Pursuing  the  same  method  in  the  follow* 

ing  vear^  we  have  for  cf 

]80a    stamps  4,032.155 10.337,905 

1807   2,834,072 6,123,620 

1808  2,901,051  8,011,659 

1809  7,574.663 15,332,42i/ 

1810  4,405,054 9,617,081 

Hence  it  appears,  that  the  number  of 
stamps  in  circulation,  at  the  end  of  three 
years,  in  October,  U07,  was  10.929,893, 
and  the  correspondent  value  of  the  notes 
isautd  by  private  bankcrs^wii ^26^74,455 


1809  13,309,786  29,407^706 

1810  14,880,768  32,961,169 

The  issues  of  the  Bank  of  England  have 
been  progressive  in  like  manner : 
In    1807  17,500,000 

1808  17,500,000 

1809  20,000,000 

1810  : 23,000,000 

Combining  the  issues  of  private  bankera 
with  the  issues  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
the  whole  paper  circulation  of  the  king* 
dom  will  have  been  :  • 

1807   44,000,(X)0 

1808  42,000,000 

1809  49,400,000 

1810  56,000,000 

I  entreat  the  Treasurer  of  the  Navy  will 
do  me  the  honour  to  bestow  his  attention 
on  these  facts.     They  are  founded  on  do* 
cumeuts  which  cannot  be  controverted. 
In  each  calculation  I  have  assumed  that 
the  actual  issue  of  the  private  banker  is 
the  smallest  sum  for  which  the  stamp  is 
available,  and  not  the  largest,  as  I  might 
haVe  been  justified  in  doing.     The  result 
ivould  have  given  an  increased  circulation 
of  several  millions.     But,  if  I  am  not  in 
error,'  ail  doubt  as  to  depreciation  must 
cease.     Here  is  an  end  ol  the  argument, 
that  our  circulation  has  been  gradually 
extended  with  the  increase  of  our  com* 
,m«rce  and  our  revenue,  during  a  lapse  of 
fourteen  years.     I  am  willing,  to  allow, 
that  until  the  year  1 808.  our  paper  cur- 
rency may  have  extended  itself  with  some 
relation   to  these  circumstances,  though 
wiih  much  more  rapid  progression.     Bat 
what  has  been  the  state  of  our  revenue,  or 
our  commerce,  during  the  two  last  years  ? 
Our  revenue  has  advanced  a  little ;    hot 
our  commerce  has  declined,  as  my  ho- 
nourable friends  tell  me,  and  its  decline  is 
the  cause  of  the  evils  we  suffer.    To  what 
then  has  this  enormous  increase  of  paper 
circulation  been  owing  ?   To  the  facility 
of  the  Bank  in  granting  accommodation  to 
government,  and  to  the  activity  of  private 
bankers  to  push  the  circulation  uf  their 
notes  in  proportion  to  the  increased  issues 
in  the  metropolis.      The  depreciation  of 
paper  in  former  years,  was  chiefly  a  sob* 
ject  of  private  discussion  amoui{  specula* 
tive  men.     But,  when  seven  millions  wore 
added  to  our  currency  in  one  year,  can  we 
doubt  the  cause  of  the  fall  of  our  ex-> 
changes }   and  when  ais  addition  of  a  like 
sum  ensued  in  the  succeeding  year,  shall 
we  be  surprised  if  the  depreciation  of  paper 
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it  now  vnivecsally  manifest }  That  prices 
advanced  mote  than  one  half  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  lOth  century  it  ani« 
TersalJy  known ;  and  the  importation  of 
the  precious  metals  from  America,  which 
in  no -year  exceeded  six  millions,  difib^d 
throughout  the  world,  is  acknowledged  to 
haTe  been  the  cause.  Will  then  the  stur- 
diest believer  of  the  immutable  value  of 
Bank  paper  now  maintain  that  fourteen 
millions  can  be  added  to  the  paper  circu- 
lation of  Great  Britain  in  two  years,  with- 
out producing  some  efiect  of  the  same  na- 
lure  ?  Even  the  noble  lord  may  hesitate 
in  longer  asserting  that  our  disease  is  the 
scarcity  of  gold  compared  with  paper,  ra- 
ther than  the  redundancy  of  paper  com- 
pared with  the  precious  metals.  In  my 
miiid  the  difficulty  is,  how  so  great  an  in* 
crease  of  currency  has  produced  so  little 
advance  of  prices;  and  I  might  thence 
doubt  the  accuracy  of  my  own  statement, 
if  I  did  not  call  to  mind  the  many  histori- 
cal facts,  which  prove,  that  prices  do  not 
inslaotly  fiil low  an  increase  of  the  circu- 
lating medium,  and  do  not  find  their  true 
level  until  it  has  been  fuily  difiused 
Cbroughout  the  community ,  and  uitermixed 
in  every  transaction  of  life. 

But  there  is  another  view  on  which  I 
am  content  to  rest  this  qufestion.  In  a 
ibrroer  debate,  a  right  hon.  gentleman  of 
the  most  extensive  information,  and  the 
ttlnioet  candour  of  mind,  called  upun  a  late 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  had  greatly 
distinguished  liimself  on  such  sobfects^  to 
state,  whether  he  contended,  that  the  cur- 
ffency  was  depreciated  on  a  general  view 
of  prices  ?  I  then  accepted  the  challenge, 
and  declared  that  the  argument  for  depre- 
ciation was  al  an  end,  unless  it  could  be 
shewn  that  the  currency  waA  depreciated 
en  a  cooiparison  with  all  those  articles, 
which  political  writers,  in  considering  this 
4|ue8tton,  have  adverted  to  as  tests  of  de- 
preciation. ^ 

As  to  the  price  of  wheat,  whicKis  deem- 
ed by  Adam  dmith  a  more  accurate  cri- 
terion of  the  value  of  i^ooey  than  any 
other  commodity  or  set  oV  commodities,  I 
OUn-odly  repeat  what  has  been  better  ex* 
ptadaaed  by  lord  King  himself.  Ii  wilt  be 
fonnd  that  the  price  of  wheat  on  ah  aver- 
ogeof  iifteon  years,  from  1771  to  1765, 
was  4^.  aquaner;  frbm  1786  to  1797  it 
was  52«.  a  quarter;  and  from  1798  to 
iSiO,  (omitting  1800  and  1801  asyearsef 
4earth,)  wheal  has  been  7 1«.  a  quarter.  It 
will  farther  appear,  that  in  the  year  1797, 
Hssfti  being  at  ^.  «  fuaner.  a  pooiMi 


Troy    of'   gold,   via.    444    g<Nnaoi,    or 
44S/.  I  4j.  €<i.  sterling,  represented  laqoar* 
ters  of  wheat.    From  1802  to  I806>  when 
wheat  was  70f.  a  quarter,  one  poond  oC 
gold  at  the  Mint  price  of  3k  I7«.  IO|^ 
per  ounce,  represented  1 3^  qaaiters  of 
wheat :   but  at  the  real  prico  of  ^old  in 
the  market  at  4/.  2r.  per  ounce,  is  ropio* 
seated  14^  quarters.  From  18O0  to  I«t0, 
the  average  price  of  wheat  has  booo  &5y. 
a  quarter.      One  poond  of  gold   mt  t^ 
Mint  price  represented  1 1  quarters  ;  and 
at  the  mean  price  of  gold  in  the  morkci* 
which  may  be  staled  at  41,  7f.  per  oftisDe. 
one  pound  of  gold  represented  12|  qaartcsi; 

But  if  the  price  of  wheat  be  objected  lo 
as  the  test  of  value,  shall  this  queatioa  bo 
tried  by  reference  to  the  tableo  of  sir 
George  Shuckburgb  Bvdyn  ?  They  were 
constructed  to  ascertain  the  vmloo  of  mo- 
ney from  the  I<iorman  conquest,  and  have 
been  highly  celebrated  for  aceoracy. 
They  are  founded  on  a  comparison  ui  the 
price  of  wheat,  of  twelve  difkreni  articles 
of  husbandry,  of  day-labour,  and  of 
butcher's  meat,  and  an  average  is  taken  of 
the  whole  as  the  true  measure  of  depre* 
ciatjon.  This  calculation  gives  a  depre* 
elation  greater  by  nboot  a  fifth,  than  if 
calculated  by  the  price  of  wheat  only. 
Assuming  100  as  the  integer  in  ibo  yo^r 
1550,  the  depreciation  in  the  year  1700 
was  l^3H.  in  1795  the  depreciation  was 
426  by  the  price  of  wheat,  and  531  ««  a 
mean  of  the  four  articles.  T1h>  same  cal* 
eolation  continued  to  the  present  tmc 
will  give  a  depreciation  of  690  by  the 
price  of  wheat,  and  820  on  a  mean  of  the 
four  articles. 

A  pamphlet  has  been  published,  not 
warning  in  ingenuity,  in  which  the  de- 
preciation of  our  currency  is  contro* 
verted,  because  the  nianied  prices  of 
cotton,  sugar,  coQee,  tea,  tobacco,  cur* 
rants,  and  nutmegs,  are  not  advanced  be- 
yond the  prices  in  the  year  1800.  But 
did  any  writer  ever  deem  these  to  be  ar« 
tides  by  %vhich  an  estimate  was  to  be 
formed  of  the  comparative  value  of  mo- 
ney ?  If  cofTte  is  to  be  used  as  the  stand- 
ard of  value,  the  result  will  be,  that  in- 
stead of  any  depreciation  in  the  course  of 
the  last  century,  the  currency  has  ad- 
vanced in  value,  coflee  being  now  five 
times  cheaper  than  it  was  in  the  beginning 
of  the  last  century.  But,  taking  as  a  test 
the  table  adduced  by  the  author  of  ike 
pamphlet  himseif,  it  will  be  found,  that 
every  articie  of  agrieultuffal  prsdlree,  and 
ovory  othof  ooftmoMif  not  soscepMili  of 
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indtfimte  iatreait  by  nacfaiiMry  or  olk«r  I  ch«  q«aii4ily  of*  praeioua  motelt  kh  tiM 


httprofeiiMnts  in  OMmufacturep  ii  roally 
mArmKtd  ki  prico  nearly  in  ttki  ianie  pn^ 
poitioiM.  A  few  excepiiofls  have  been 
auoled,  tiicb  at  iron  and  wool :  but  tke 
nml  ia  lo  be  accounted  for  by  ibe  im* 
provemenlof  onr  borne  mannfacturet,  and 
tiM  aeeond  by  Ibe  large  importatioa  from 
Spain.  If  tbese  flbcU  be  correct,  they 
will  efibctoally  conibte  the  doctrine,  that 
•^  U  ia  not  paper  which  is  depreciated 
flpom  abvndancc,  but  gold  which  m  become 
•caree/'  The  House  will  recollect  what 
teprobatioH  this  doctrine,  when  first  start- 
ed, incorred  from  Mr.  Fox,  and  with  how 
Uule  favour  it  was  viewed  by  Mr.  Piit, 
thoogh  now  the  doctrine  of  the  6ty,  ap- 
plauded and  followed  by  merchaniB,  and 
bankers,  and  ministers.  We  have  never 
been  told  by  what  scale  gentlemen,  when 
Ihey  so  argoe,  measure  the  value  of  gold ; 
but  are  they  prepared  to  deny,  that  the 
prices  of  the  precious  metals  must  be  mea- 
sured, like  other  commodities  which  by 
an  unrestrained  sale  have  fouud  their 
lever,  by  the  labour  aiid  capital  neces- 
•ariiy  employed  tobrittg  them  to  market? 
Are  not  the  precious  metals  dear  or  cheap, 
in  proportion  as  they  exchange  for  more 
or  less  of  other  articles,  on  which  certain 
poriious  of  labour  and  capital  have  been 
expended  ?— If,  as  stated  by  lord  King, 
one  pound  troy  of  gold  now  represents  in 
its  real  value  i  3  quarters  of  wheat  instead 
of  J  H  quarters  which  it  represented  for- 
merly ;  and  if  all  prices  bear  something 
of  the  same  proportion  to  gold  ;  it  cannot 
be  doubted  that  gold  is  cheaper,  or  in 
other  words,  that  gold  represents  less  value 
than  formerly.  We  likewise  know  by 
the  testimony  of  Humboldt  and  every 
other  writer  who  has  visited  Spanish  Ame- 


aiarkat  of  Europe  without  producing  k 
■eniible  raductum  of  their  price?  Doei 
not  an  increased  quantity  of  gold  am 
silver  plate,  and  other  ornaments,  every 
where  strike  our  senses  ?  which  is  not  %€• 
counted  for  by  the  increased  wealth  of  the 
conunonity  alone,  but  must  likewiee  ba 
traced  to  an  increaie  of  t^ie  metals  tbeni<' 
selves.  Facts  of  the  same  nature  kav^ 
been  equally  remarked  in  countries,  Wbick 
have  not  advanced  in  opulence  like  this 
nation.  Throughout  France  a  great  ia^ 
crease  in  the  nominal  prices  of  labour  and 
other  things  has  been  noticed  by  the 
statistical  reports  of  all  the  prefects.  -Thii 
increase  has  extended  itself  to  Poland,  and 
other  pans  the  least  accessible  to  conN 
roerce.  It  has  been  estimated  at  25  per 
cent,  which  will  correspond  with  the  de* 
preciation  of  45  per  cent,  observable 
among  ourselves,  being  25  per  cent,  for 
the  decrease  in  the  value  of  the  me'^als^ 
and  20  per  cent,  ibr  a  decrease  in  the 
value  of  bank-paper,  when  compared  with 
the  metals.  Yet  it  had  been  imagined  by 
many  gentlemen,  when  these  discussioiik 
commenced,  that  the  price  jof  gold  had 
risen  on  the  continent  for  no  other  reason 
than  because  gold  passed  out  of  this  coon- 
try.  1  entreat  they  will  reconsider  the. 
facts,  and  1  venture  to  assert,  that  there 
are  only  two  articles  in  existence  of  which 
gold  now  represents  a  Urger  proportion 
than  it  used  to  do;  silver,  from  the  in- 
creased fecundity  of  the  mines,  and  an  inr- 
proved  mode  of  working ;  and  bank-notes, 
from  the  redundancy  of  the  manufacture. 
A  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Vansiitarc) 
who  brought  forward  Resolutions,  whicb, 
it  was  contended  by  their  advocates, 
would  set  at  rest  this  question,  admitted 


rica,  that  the  metals  raised  from  the  mine»^  Irish  bank-notes  to  have  been  depreciated 


exceed  in  the  proportion  of  3  to  2  the 
quantity  raised  in  former  periods.  The 
exportatum  of  silver  to  India  and  China 
baa  also  ceased  of  late  years.  Indeed  we 
now  hear  of  reimportations  from  these 
countries.  But,  what  I  deem  of  no  less 
importance  is,  that  very  large  quantities 
of  the  precious  metals,  hitherto  used  as 
coin  in  the  laveral  countries  of  £urope, 
are  no  longer  employed  for  that  purpose, 
and  are  returned  into  tbe  bullion  market 
to  be  appKed  to  their  netatlic  purposes 
alone.  What  it  become  of  tlie  twenty- 
five  milftons  suppoaed  to  have  circulated 
•a  coin  in  this  itiatid?  Haa  out  a  large 
part  returned  to  ila  other  metallic  utei  ? 
uod  dtem  auch  an  addMan  be  made  to 


ih  18l)t',  because  two  prices  existed,  and 
one  exchanged  for  a  larger  portion  of 
commodities  than  the  other;  which  he 
denied  then  to  have  been  the  case  in  Eog- 
land.  He  was  answered :  ■•  Wait  the  de- 
cision of  De  Yonge's  case,  now  under  the 
consideration  of  the  judges,  and  you  will 
here  also  see  two  prices  generally  esta- 
blished.'' The  case  has  been  decided 
conformably  to  truth  and  justice,  by  which 
alone  the  judges  of  the  land  haVe  ever 
t>een  actuated.  Two  prices  do  now  exist 
pobncly,  as  in  fact  they  did  exist  pri« 
vately,  and  will  exist  after  our  bill.  Kot 
a  street  in  Londoq  vrbere  more  value  ifi 
exchan^  cannot  be  obtained  for  one  bun* 
dred  gunwai  in  goM,  than  fer  one  iiundred 
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and  fivfr  pounds  in  notes.  Will  the  right 
lion,  gentleman  still  deny  the  fact?  or  will 
be  argoe  that  Uic  piecious  metals  have 
Acquired  an  artificial  value  ?  Such  cant  is 
vnworthy  of  the  candour  and  knowledge 
and  talents  of  that  right  lion,  gentleman. 
He  knows  full  well,  that  the  law  may  give 
an  artificial  value  to  a  paper  currency,  be- 
cause it  may  cause  it  to  be  received  in 
payment  of  revenue,  and  enable  a  debtor 
to  acquit  a  debt  of  one  pound  with  a  shil- 
ling ;  but  the  value  of  guineas,  like  other 
articles,  is  regulated  by  the  labour  and 
capital  necessary  to  bring  them  to  market ; 
and  they  never  can  possess  any  other 
Talue.  After  all  these  proofs,  and  the 
many  more  which  may  be  adduced  from 
our  own  daily  expenditure,  he  who  still 
continues.todeny  the  depreciation  of  bank- 
paper,  can  only  be  classi'd  with  the  mi- 
nisters of  Austria,  who  still  complain  of 
the  machinations  of  merrhants  to  keep 
down  the  exchange,  when  the  price  ot' 
ffovernmcnt  f  aper  compared  uith  specie 
18  as  4  to  1 . 

But  there  is  a  considerable  cliuss  of  per* 
sons,  whoj  admitting  thedangcruas  conse- 
quences of  a  further  perseverance  in  the 
use  of  paper  currency,  still  ask,  Hon-  shall 
we  get  back  to  a  metallic  cirj'ibMon  ? 
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circnraaiaitces,  wbtcli  caased  tbem  to  fM«^ 

serve  their  coined  form*  are  not  equally 
cogent  ill  re&pect  of  guineas,  yet  many 
more  guineas  will  spetdily  appear  amoDK 
(lurselvc'j  than  are  suspected  to  exist.  &:» 
soon  as  we  shall  follow  the  same  coorse. 
Can  a  gieut  and  rich  commonity,  which 
draws  to  itself  whatever  is  most  rare  aod 
valuable  in  nature  by  the  market  it  affords, 
alone  want  its  due  proportion  of  the  pre- 
cious metals?  Did  any  nation  ever  take 
direct  means  to  draw  to  itself  the  preciou 
metals,  or  have  they  not  diffused  them- 
selves throughout  the  world  in  search  of  a 
market?  All  nations,  by  a  singular  fatui- 
ty, have  enacted  laws  to  preserve  more 
than  a  due  proportion  of  the  precious 
metals;  but  has  any  naiioii  been  succe«»-> 
ful  ?  Whatever  be  the  purposes  to  which 
they  are  destined,  whether  to  be  used  as 
coin,  or  as  plate  and  ornaments, la*  for  uoy 
other  imaginable  purpose,  each  iiaiiun 
possesses  ius  due  proportion,  and  no  more 
than  its  due  proportion,  on  a  comparison 
with  the  antuuhl  in  existence  throughout 
ihe  world.  When  a  nation  substitutes  a 
pj.pcr  for  a  metallic  currency,  the  coin 
di*jppears;  and  happy  it  is  that  such  is 
liic  ca^e;  nor  will  that  portion  of  tlic 
precio'Jo    mciais  which  formerly  existed 


Where  shall  we  find  the  orocious  /..i^vals  in  I  in  the  sn  «pe  ofcuin  ever  comeback^  wli.a- 


sufficient  quantify  to  su[)j>!y  the  pluce  of 
80  much  paper?  AiiJ  wLen  a  learned 
gentleman  hail  argued,  '*  Le.uc  them  to 
find  their  way  hitiier  ;  tiicy  will  come  as 
claret  does;"  a  great  at!  vantage  in  point 
of  argument  was  supposed  to  have  been 
obtained  by  the  sri|);}'>rt<^is  of  iiie  bill. 
But  I  still  do  not  hcsitaic  to  say  on  this, 
as  in  so  many  points  of  our  case,  look  tu 
your  own  legislative  proceedings.  Notwith- 
standing this  and  many  other  arguments 
of  the  same  nature,  you  did  decry  the 
paper  currency  of  North  America,  after  a 
period  of  limonths ;  and  though  no  means 
>^ere  adopted  by  the  state  t«i  procure  an 
importation  of  ihe  preciods  metals  they 
were  found  in  suffiqjent  quantity  to  supply 
all  the  purposes  of  a  circulatiiig  medium. 
But  if  an  example  of  a  more  striking  na- 
ture be  necessary,  it  isalTbrded  by  France. 
Without  warning,  without  preparation,  the 
paper  circulation  ceased,  and  the  country 
returned  to  a  metallic  circulation.  Nor 
has  history  recorded  a  single  complaint 
of  the  inconvenience  derived  from  the 
inadequacy  of  the  circulating  medium. 
Louts  d'ors  returned  into  the  market  the 
moment  mankind  were  sure  of  obtaining 
for  thei^  their  real  value ;  and  thoogh  the 


evtr  may  bo  the  utate  of  trade,  because  it 
is  not  wanted   for  coin ;  and  for  all  pur- 
poses  oi*  metallic  use  a  due  proportion  al- 
ready exists   in  the  market.     Or,  if  the 
(irecioMS  metaU  did  come  backi  tbey  would 
asain  riuit  the  country,  from  the  banie  rea- 
«ui;  as  first  caused  them  to  disappear.     On 
tiie  ether  haiul,  as  long  as  a  country  per&i>u 
in  the  use  of  metallic  money,. no  circuni* 
stances  \,\  the  conduct  of  its  neighbours 
can    draw  away  the  portion  it  requires. 
The  first  fact  is  suflacienliy  proved  by  the 
history  of  our  colonies  already  stated;  and 
the   lust  is   strikingly  illustrated   by  tht. 
situation  of  the  four  northern  counties  ol 
Ireland,  which  still  retain  all  ihe  precioa« 
metals  in  the  shape  of  coin  formerly  po»* 
scssed  by  them,  though  they  have  vajiished 
from  Great  Britain  and  ail  the  neighbour- 
ing parts  of  Ireland.     But  if  ever  there 
was  a  moment  when  this  apprehension,  at 
all  times  groundless,  must  be  absurd^  it  is 
now,    when,    by   political    events,    this 
country,  which  formerly  drew  the  pre- 
cious  metals  from  the  markets  of  Europe, 
has    itself  become  the    emporiuro«  from 
whence  all  the  other  nations  of  Earope 
draw  their    supplies.      Where,    hat   to 
this  country^  most  the  prodaca  of  the 
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American  mines  be  brought  ^  and  yet  it 
is  sttpposed  that  we  alone  shall  want  an 
article  of  which  we  are  the  distributers  to 
the  whole  world.  If  it  were  not  the  present 
fashion  to  disregard  the  authority  of  all 
great  writers  on  political  economy,  whose 
opinions  for  half  a  century  have  been  re- 
garded as  axioms,  I  would  remind  the 
House  of  the  words  of  Mr.  Hume  :  "  a  go- 
vernment has  great  reason  to  preserve  with 
care  its  people  and  its  manufactures;  its 
money  it  may  safely  trust  to  the  course  of 
human  affairs,  without  fear  or  jealousy/' 

But  on  all  these  occasions  a  short  an* 
swer  is  given :  "  Your  doctrine  \s  good  in 
the  ordinary  state  of  human  affairs,  but 
does  not  apply  to  a  crisis^iwhen  all  com- 
mercial intercourse  is  at  an  end,  and  we 
have  to  contend  with  an  enemy,  who  is 
pursuing  a  coorite  of  measures  of  which  no 
example  is  afibrded/'  This  has  been  so 
often  repeated,  that  many  an  Englishman, 
many  gentlemen  in  this  House,  in  general 
well  informed,  and  devoting  a  sufficient 
portion  of  attention  to  the  public  docu- 
ments, consider  France  and  the  Continent 
of  Europe  hermetically  sealed  against 
British  commodities,  and  our  commerce 
reduced  very  greatly  below  iu  extent  at 
any  antecedent  period.  To  all  such  I  take 
the  liberty  to  state,  that  at  no  period  since 
the  beginning  of  the  present  war,  have  our 
exports  both  of  British  produce  and  of 
colonial  articles  been  so  great  as  during 
the  last  two  years,  as  the  returns  in  official 
value  will  show:— 

*  Rritish.    ColoDial  Produce. 

Expi^rUin  1809  26»90U,000  14,400,000 
1805  25,004,000  9,950,000 
1800  27,403.000     9,124,000 

1807  25,190,000  d,S95,00O 

1808  20,691,000  7,862,000 

1809  35,104,000  15,182,000 

1810  34,940,000  10,945,000 

But  although  gentlemen  cannot  deny 
the  figures  I  have  quoted,  being  the 
resolt  of  the  Custom  •house  documents, 
and  presented  to  our  view  with  the 
accounts  annually  Uid  upon  the  table, 
they  will  answer,  that  this  export  has  been 
to  America,  chiefly,  from  which  returns 
have  not  been  bad,  whilst  our  exchanges 
are  chiefly  affected  by  an  intercourse 
with  Eorope  itself.  Here  likewise  I  am 
happy  to  be  aEble  to  satisfy  them  ;  for  it 
will  appear,  that  conftning.our  view  to  the 
comtneot  of  Europe,  our  exports  during 
the  last  six  yean  have  increased  in  a 
greater  progresaion  than  to  all  other  parta 
of  Che  world* 
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Exports  t 

lo  and  imports  from  the  con* 

tinent  of  Europe  in  official  value : 

Exports.        Imports. 

1805 

15,465,4  JO     10,008,649 

1806 

13,216.386       8,197.256 

1807 

12,689,590       7,973.510 

1803 

11,280,490       4,210,671 

1809 

23.722,615       9,551,857 

1810 

19,606,706     12,476,140 

Again  will  this  fact  be  met  with  an  as« 
sertion,  that  though  our  commodities  have 
undoubtedly  been  exported  from  hence^ 
yet,  owing  to  various  confiscations  and 
checks  and'  impediments,  no  adequate 
return  has  been  obtained,  and  the  greater 
part  of  our  goods  still  remains  in  depot 
"at  Heligoland,  at  Gibraltar,  and  other 
places  to  which  they  were  carried  with  a 
view  to  their  ultimate  introduction  to  the 
continent. 

To  what  extent  a  deduction  must  be 
made  for  these  circumstances,  I  am  unable 
to  estimate.    I  am  willing  to  admit  that  it 
may  have  been  considerable,  though  far 
less  considerable  than  merchants  in  ge* 
neral  would  have  us  believe.    During  the 
year  1809,  our  enemy  was  engaged  in  the 
Austrian  war;  his  attention  was  wholly 
occupied  with  that  important  object,  and 
his  armies  being  drawn  to  the  Danube,  an 
opportunity  was  afiorded  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  our  manufacturers  into  Holland  and 
other  parts,  with  little  or  no  restraint. 
Various  severe  decrees  were  promulgated 
towards  the  end  of  the  year ;  but  the  mea- 
sures for  their  enforcement  could  scarcely 
be  adopted  before  the  commencement  of 
1810,  when  hir  armies  were  spread  over 
the  North  of  Germany.    Accordingly  We 
were  expressly  told  in  the  speech  from 
the  throne,  in  the  month  of  January  1810, 
with  reference  to  our  commerce  and  re- 
venue during  the  year  180^,  that,  *'  What- 
ever temporary  and  partial  inconvenience 
may  have   resulted   from   the  measorea» 
which  were  directed  by  France  against 
those  great  sources  of  our  prosperity  and 
strength,  those  measures  have  wholly  failed 
of  producing  any  permanent  or  general 
eflect."    Even  for  the  first  six  months  of 
1810,  as  long  as  king  Louis  ruled  in  Hol- 
land, the  decrees  of  the  enemy  do  not 
seem  to  have  been  rigorously  enforced ; 
nor  do  our  merchants  seem  to  have  taken 
much  alarm  until  October.    These  are 
reasons,  which  induce  me  to  believe,  that 
the  losses  from  all  these  canses  have  been 
much  leM  than  the  public  j;enerally  ima* 
gine.    But  what  chiefly  inflooncof  mj 
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Briod,  it  the  ooniianilMn  «f  the  iooreased 
export  dofing  two  yean.  JHad  it  been 
Ibr  a  single  year,  the  enterprise  of  our 
manafactarers,  aided  by  the  onlimtted 
extension  of  credit,  resulting  from  the 
creation  of  paper  circulation  in  the  year 
1809,  and  the  impatience  of  our  mer- 
chants to  rid  themselves  of  colonial  pro- 
duce, with  which  the  market  is  glutted, 
might  have  tempted  them  to  send  abroad 
tfieir  commodities,  without  due  considera- 
tion of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  returns. 
But  when  our  exports  in  the  year  18iO 
have  proved  nearly  as  great,  it  is  impos- 
sible for  me  to  believe,  that  no  adequate 
consideration  has  been  received  for  our 
exports  in  1809.  I  submit  to  the  plain 
sense  of  mankind,  whether  it  is  possible 
that  our  exports  to  the  continent,  which 
IB  the  year  1808  were  no  more  than 
11,300,000,  having  in  1809  increased  to 
25,700,000,  shouid  have  continaed  in 
1810  at  l9fiQ0/>00,  ttol ess  a  tolerably  fair 
return  had  been  obtained.  I  ain  strength-' 
ened  in  this  conviction,  because  I  nod 
that  an  export  of  coffee  having  taken  placa 
in  1 809  far  beyond  what  coukl  be  soM, 
the  export,  which  bad  been  in  that  year 
5^45,e00,  sunk  in  1 8 10  to  l,454,00a  in 
olbar  articles  there  is  no  such  ikictoatioo. 
Oar  woollens  and  hardware,  sugar  nusr  and 
rcftnad,  iadieo,  sbwI  even  picoe  goo^,  the 
produce  of  In^,  are  nearly  in  their  re- 
lative  proportions  doriag  each  year ;  and 
what  is  awst  nemarkabie  ss  the  expert  of 
our  cottons,  whaeh  has  adranced  progress 
airely : 


1BQ5...^.  8,77,1,000 •^l^OSd.OOO 

JJSOe 9^0,000 ,    854,000 

i^07 i^,aik7,000. 669,000 

ASOS....^l2,SS^fiQ0 573,000 

WX>......18,6a4.0O0 1,097,000 

i310.».. .1^,041,000 1,075^000 

But  to  fMi  an  end  to  the  avermesits  thai- 
lUi  adkqtMle  value  has  beca  wceiviad  for 
onr  exports  !•  the  ^ontiociit,  I  refer  to  the 
account  ef  exports  and  imfiartfi  in  real  < 
vakies,  which  shows  that  for  an  export  flf^ 
27A90,S3fti.  we  actually  received  in  1«09 
an  txipartatimi  of  I9>d21>601/.  The  ac* 
count  Cor  the  year  1610  in  seal  mines  has 
not  yet  been  "made  op.  Bat  as  t^ere  has 
been  a  diniootioD  of  enorts  of  four  asil- 
lions,  aad  an  increase  of  imports  of  three 
millions  in  official  values  in  the  year  1610 
Compai«d  with  1809,  it  is  probable,  that 
the  «fiCfQrts  and  imports  for  1810  io  real 
valMs  will  nearly  balance  each  other, 
jyiawinglharafopa  aaven xullioBs  lo  ha^c 


1805 
J  806 
1807 
1808 
1809 


121,744,762 
17.855.524 
17,442,735 
«,9O5,099 
19,8:^1,601 


been  applied  to  defray  ovr.niilitery  and 
naval  expenditure  abroad  in  two  years, 
we  have  received  a  full  value  for  ewery 
article  of  export. 

Account  of  Exports  and  loiporta  in  real 
valaea: 

20.435,940 

17,547,243 

15.420,514 

]  3.983.1 23 

27,190,337 
Even  British  shipping  has  increaaed  io 
spite  of  the  frequent  intervention  of  neu* 
trals  to  convey  abroad  our  commodities ; 
and  the  number  of  our  niepchaot  seamen 
has  advanced,    notwithstanding  tlie    in- 
crease of  men   in  his  Majesty's  navy.     I 
therefore  undertake  to  say,  that  no  mate* 
rial  diminution  will  be  found  to  exist  in 
the  exportation  of  any  one  coasiilerabie 
article  of  British  manmcture,  or  even  of 
colonial  produce,  whilst  in  several,  and 
particularly  in  our  cottont^  there  will  be 
found  the  enormous  increase  I  have  slated. 
Nor  need  we  be  sorprifod  at  tbe  fact. 
Daring  the  first  yeaia  that  followed  the  re* 
newal  of  war,  France  had  given  great  en* 
cooraicement  to  the  establiranient  of  celioo 
maanfactortes,  and  had  aocQeeded  to  a  coa» 
siderable  exieat»     Aik%r  ibe  Milaa  De- 
crees, our  orders  in  ctoncii  prevtntedl  the 
importation  of  the  raw  maienal,  and  aock 
a  deoMnd  was  that  created  for  coitan 
goods  as,  in  iu  afieot,  far  mere  than  ooon* 
terbalaooed  all  lite  iaifie«lMaents  oppbsui 
by  the  enemy  to  their  saleend  nse  thrnngh* 
oat  the  eontfoent.    lalso  think,  that  a 
careM  exMnination  «C  Cb^  exports  and 
imports  «r)ll  tend  to  ahow,  4hat    up  to 
the  end  of  the  year  i^0,  <ef  what  has 
since  happened  I  do  net  prMnd  to  speak, 
no  ^ecoaients  luivmg  been  aubmitted  lo 
the  Hoase,)  tile  tomoiereid  embamaa- 
meats,  aa  loadly  eanplaine4   of,    have 
chseAy  resaked  .from  the  i»€fs»  of  #ar 
coteniai  ioipoM,  and  the  sppefaknndaHft 
incraaae  of  our  manafoetaras,  and  not  ffon 
a  diminotjoa  ef  oar  commanication  with 
tjie  oontioent,  en  a  companion  of 'the  laat 
eigbt  years.    Nor  u  it  diffioni t  to  aecoam 
for  tiw  misappaefaension    that   praratla. 
Maaohattts  were  aowilliog  to  conins  a 
suteof  things  in  which  maehof  the  evil 
seemed  ofaaigeahJe  to  themseivea.     Op* 
position  was  williog  to  bfJieve  that  too 
trade  was  totally  stagnant,  with  a  view  to 
state  it  as  the  result  of  the  orders  in  coon* 
1^1.    And  government  ucftly  acqoieaced 
in  the  atalement^  in  order  to  place  the  foil 
of  the  exchanges  to  the  acconntof  a  di« 
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comiDerca,  rtther  than  to  its 
true  caoMy  a  redandant  paper  circttlaiion. 
I  have  dwek  too  long,  and  perhaps  too 
miaotcly,  on  those  statements ;  but  I  am 
Bidst  desinms  to  fix  on  them  the  attention 
of  the  Honse^  because  they  may  serve  to 
show,  how  little  arailing  are  the  efforts  of 
power  to  interropt  the  communications 
of  coontries  which  ^are  a  sarplas  prodace 
to  interchange.  Smce  it  appears,  that 
after  eight  years  of  relentlea  warfare, 
the  unremitting  vigilance  and  nncontrolled 
authority  of  the  enemy,  sometimes  lecond* 
od  by  our  own  efibrts^*  are  wholly  incom* 

'  ■  I  ^^^^W^^ii^i—  i^iifc      ■■         ^      ■■■■»■ 

*  What  I  here  allude  to  is  the  flactoa- 
tion  of  our  .conduct  in  granting  licences. 
In  former  wars  the  ports  in  Holland,  and 
the  months  of  the  Elbe  and  Weser,  were 
the  places  to  which  the  belligerents  re- 
sorted for  the  interchange  of  the  produce 
of  their  respective  countries. '  When  these 
countries  were  involved  in  war,  and  the 
▼iolence  of  the  belligerents  no  longer  per^ 
mitted  neutrals  to  navigate  the  seas,  each 
nation  was  compelled  to  trade  directly 
with  the  enemy  by  licence.  But,  instead 
of  leaving  the  market  to  find  its  own  level, 
a  discrimination  has  been  exercised,  a  sort 
of  efibrt  has  been  made  to  regulate  the 
aupply,  in  ahnost  every  article  of  traffic, 
as  4be  board  of  trade  judged  the  market  to 
be  over  or  under  stocked.  No  one  so  un- 
just as  10  suspect  Uie  motive ;  but  the 
•Sect  has  been  to  preclude  all  regularity 
of  supply,  to  induce  great  fiuctuf  tioo  in 
prices,  and  encourage  speculaUons  of 
every  description.  It  has  also  given  a 
great  and  unfair  advantage  lo  the  com- 
raeroe  of  the  metropolis  over  the  out-ports, 
whose  merchants  cannot  so  speedily  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  Tarying  resolu- 
tions of  the  board.  When  they  have  ap- 
plied for  licences  they  have  sometime* 
been  informed  that  as  many  licences  had 
miready  been  granted  as  were  deemed 
anfficient  to  supply  the  demand  of  the 
market;  or  .when  the^  have  obtained  li« 
cenees,  and  conveyed  instructions  to  their 
correspondentfr  abroadi  they  have  uni^ 
IbrmiT  found  themselves  anticipated  by 
the  London  merchants,  whoie  orderi  had 
been  received  several  days  anterior. 
Merchants  have  likewise  been  induced  to 
ejtpect  profit  f#om  tho^^  varying  views  rf 

Sremment  rather  than  from  a  nice  ad* 
ment  of  supply  to  desaand.    No  sooner 
a  large  nnporution  taken  place  from 
the  Baltic  or  other  paru,  than  all  the 
power  of  the  meccaalile  interest  ii  em* 
(VOL  XX.) 
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potent  to  interrupt  the  commerce  of  na« 
tions,  or  even  to  disturb,  in  any  q;iateria( 
degree,  the  level  that  existed  in  a  year  of 
peace  and  unrestrained  communication. 

It  only  remains  to  state,  in  a  few  wordi» 
what  in  my  judgment  is  the  remedy, 
adapted  to  our  situation.  For  the  rea- 
sons I  have  a4duced,  I  do  not  dread  the 
effects  of  a  law  directing  a  return  to  cash 
payments  at  the  Bank,  after  any  reason- 
able interval  of  time*  But  1  do  aot  wish 
to  urffe  a  remedy  vrhich  many  persons 
consider  as  extremely  hszardous  iu  its 
operation.    Provided  we  abstain  from  all 

ployed  to  obtain  the  withholding  of  fur- 
ther licences  for  similar  goods,  in  order 
to  raise  the  price  on  the  consumer,  and 
benefit  the  importer  at  the  expence  of  the 
wholo  people  of  Englsnd. 

But  what  appears  to  me  an  absolute  co^ 
operation  with  the  views  of  the  enemy,  is 
the  late  refusal  to  srant  licences  for  the 
importation  of  goods  from  France,  and 
some  other  parts.  The  enemy  grants  no 
licences  for  colonial  or  British  produce* 
and  therefore,  with  a  blind  spirit  c(f  reta^- 
liation  we  say,  neither  will  we  admit  wines 
and  other  articles  the  growth  of  France. 
So  to  act  is  consistent  with  the  views  of 
the  French  gorernment,  which  seeks  to 
repress  commerce,  but  cannot  be  consis- 
tent with  our  policy,  who  seek  to  cherish 
and  extend  commerce.  For  every  article  . 
imported  from  the  continent  there  most 
be  taken  from  hence  some  article  of  oor* 
respondent  value.  No  Englishman  will 
become  a  purchaser,  but  by  an  article  of 
less  value  in  his  estimation  than  the  article 
to  be  sold ;  each  individual  buyer  is  there* 
fore  a  gainer,  and  the  gain  of  individuals 
is  the  gain  of  the  nation.  It  is  answered 
true;  but  goods  are  not  admitted  into 
France,  and  the  importer  of  foreign  goods 
will  carry  away  guineas.  How  lone  are 
we  to  be  haunted  by  this  most  absurd  ap^* 
prehension  ^  If  guineas  are  wanted  in  this 
country,  they  will  not  quit  it  to  go  to 
France*  where  they  are  in  sufficient  abon* 
dance  |  and  if  gnmeas  are  not  wanted  in 
this  country,  the  sooner  they  ouit  it  the 
better.  If  they  cannot  find  their  .real 
value  in  the  market,  f^m  whatever  causei 
they  will  not  appear  in  it ;  they  will  be 
hOtfdedi^or  they  will  pass  together  c^on* 
tries  to  seek  a  bisher  mue.  If  hoarded^ 
they  are  absohitely  unproductive}  if 
they  jTo  abroad,  it  is  either  to  return  witll 
a  profit  in  some  other  shape  or  to  pay  for 
objects  deemed .  of  greater  t aluei     Bel 

(82) 
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inierference  with  the  prices  of  things; 
pro?ided  we  tufler  paper  and  met^iic 
currencies  to  find  their  level  in  the  market^ 
I  am  content  to  leave  the  law  as  it  ectaally 
stands.  I  am  convinced  that  it  will  tfie 
fimnd  sufficient  to  remedy  the  existing 
eviH,  which  daVe  chiefly  arisen  from  our 
own  unsospecUng  confidence.  Deprecia* 
tion  is  now  sensibly  felt  Lord  King  has 
afforded  an  example  of  resistance  to  pay- 
ments made  in  depreciated  cm*rency«  and 
the  result  of  the  cases  to  be  judged  in 
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what  is  the  situation  of  the  country  which 
is  paid  for  its  commodities  in  guineas? 
The  uidividuai  who  cairies  them  away  is 
remuneratisd  by  the  sale :   but  the  nation 
to  which  he  carries  them  is  very  lititle  be- 
nefited.   By  an  importation  of  sugar  or 
cotton,  the  people  would  have  been  better 
fed  or  better  dqtiied ;   but  by  a' return  in 
guineas,  unless  again  sent  away  to  pur- 
ehase  consumable  articles,  noofenereSect 
is  produced,  than  ^  a  depreciation  in  the 
value  of  money,  and  an  advance  in  the 
prices  of  commodities  similar  to  what  is 
experienced  among  ourselves  from  an  in- 
crease in  the  issue  of  paper.    Our  guineas, 
however,  are  now  near  an  end,  as  is  argued. 
We  ha«e  only  fire  millions  left,  and  tbev 
cannot  last  long.    In  future  foreign  goods 
brought  hither  must  therefore  be  given  to 
va  for  nothing,  or  ours  must  b6  taken 
away  in  exchange.    Hence  it  is  evident 
that  the  best  mode  of  disposing  of  our  own 
goods  is,  ^o  encourage  all  other  nations  to 
bring  theirs  to  our  market.  The  commerce 
'  of  nations  is  barter ;  th^  who  sell  must 
buy«    But,  to  pursue  this  system,  it  is 
above  all  thin^  necessary  to  leave  the 
market  to  find  its  own  level,  by  ^'anting 
licence  either  for  exportation  or  for  im- 
portation, without  any  limit  or  distinction. 
In  times  of  peace  the  interference  of  go- 
vernment in  the  details  of  commerce  is 
acknowledged  to  be  prejudicial,    in  times 
pf  war,  govecnmeut  has  also  abstained  fron) 
interfering  as  Jong  as  the  belligerents  have 
carried  on  their  exchanges  circuitously 
through  neutrals.  And  now  when  a  direct 
intercourae    is    allowed    under   licences^ 
there  can  be  no  good  reason  why  govem- 
pent  should  assume,  to  itself  .a  more  ex- 
tended interference  in  the  details.     Its 
proper  office  now  as  in  peace  is  to  consider 
what  are  fit  articles  of  import  and  export, 
nnd  having  made  known  its  resolution  to 
the.  public,  it  may  safely  leave  to  indivi- 
duals to  regulate  their  commerce  by  the 
wants  pf  the  community. 


Westminster  Hall  will  ItiUy  proclain  1km 
old  and  sacned  ipaxiai  of  oar  iai^  tbsA 
centraicts  c^n  only  be  acquitted  in  the 
coins  of  the  realm.    Men,  therefore,  will 
gradually  require^  f»ayment  in  netaHie 
money,  which  will  bring  it  back  to  circa- 
lation.    A  knowledge  of  <ihe  salutary  laar 
of  the  S7th  of  Geo.  3.  c.  S2,  will  be  die* 
seminaited  throughout  the  country.    It  wilt 
be  known  univelrsaHy  that  every  private 
banker  i«  bound  to  pi^  bis  noias  of  one 
and  two  pounds  in  money;  and  deaiaDda 
will  be  gradually  made  upon  the  'mmtm  3f 
private  Bank  notea  lor  the  Mfilment  off 
their  contracts.    Though  the  amount  now 
in  circulation  be  not  less  than  tvselvc  mil- 
lions, it  wotthi  be  absurd  to  suppose  thai 
an  immediate  demand  will  be  made  to  lliw 
same  extent.    Many  notes  will  be  wilk- 
drawn  from  circulatioa  as  they  retoqi  oa 
their  isspers.    Arrangements  and  compai^ 
mises  will  uke  place  between  the  iaaaera 
and  holders  of  notes  in  various  waya  wbidi 
cannot  be  enumerated.    Bank  of  Englaad 
one  and  two  pound  notea  will  be  aobeti- 
tuted  for  a  large  amount  of  tbem-    Soaan 
may  be  paid  in  standard  silver,  at  5«.  S^* 
per  ounce,  conferatably  to  liw.    A  few 
only  will  need  to  be  paid  in  gnineae,  andl 
a  large  quantity  will  actually  remain  in 
circplatmn,  whenever  it   is   univeiapMgr 
known  that  a  guinea,  or  ita  real  wwlkm, 
may  be  had  for  each  note  on  demand^ 
The  whole  may  thva  be  brought  within 
due  limits,  with  a  leas  loaa  to  the  issyera 
than  the  profit  derived  from  th^ao  vevy 
notea  during  the  last  two  years.     Thii 
onee  efifectM,  our  couase  is  amooth  and 
eaay.    The  exchangee  will  expenence^  ^ 
very«considerab1e  advance ;  for  deprecia- 
tion is  not  only  infloenosd  by  the  amoont, 
but  also  by  the  velocity  of  the  cironlatioiu 
/l  note  for  one  pound  passing  rapidly  fimt 
one  individual  to  another,  an4  becoming 
the  instrument  of  many  payaients,  iniin- 
ences  prices  much  more  then  a  note  for 
ten  pounds,  which  less  frequently  changes 
its  possessor.    And  so  far  from  negleetmg 
the  consideration  of  the  one  and  two 
pound  notes,  as  some  have  done,  when  the 
subject  has  been  examined,  I  believe  than 
to^  have  conduced  more,  to  depfodatioa 
than  the  issue  of  all  other  notes.    Aa  the 
exohaoges  shall  be  found  to  mend,  the 
Bank  ma^  gradually  withdraw  from  ck* 
eolation  its  own  one  and  two  pound  nota% 
and  subsequently  its  five  pound  notes; 
when  afler  a  due  interval,'  and  the  «k« 
changes  being  brought  to  par,  woi  the 
Mint  price  and  the  mnrkftpi'i^ 
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b^f^eqttk),  the  Bink  may  ngmn  ite^ifme 
itroatbparfintatt.  Nor  wiU  it  be  diffi« 
eek  *B  teke  eiR^clutl  aecority  e^tntl 
the  r^correace  of  sfaBilaor  diacehiev.  1^ 
adbpiwg  flietfares  to  limit  the  circoklioB 
of  Mpereorrency  to  the  pe^eat  of  gre«t 
M-wboleBeie  tranaactkme,  m  which  akme 


k  ie  oMliih  By  restraraang  the  tme  of 
Ink  Botir  fnr  rams  ondei'  fifteen  poiradi, 
$mA  pritels  benken^  iiMee  nnoer  ten 
poondvy  metellic  money  will  be  the  instru- 
ikientof  ezehense  in  eM  Ibe  ordtnary  retail 
ttwaactMMw  of  hfr.  It  will  therefbl^e  bear 
a-  due  proportioB  to  the  pejier  currency/ 
and  predoda  mueh  of  tbe  danger  that 
wai  eaiperieuced  m  1793- and  1797  from 
alaml.  Not  only  will  the  banfcera  find 
tfunch  leu  difficoKy  in  procvriof  mbney 
to-  disoharge  their  oUtgationi,  bat  the  do- 
■nod  will  be  mach  narrowed  by  the  paper 
ctrealaiiotv  being  chiefly  in  the  ponetslon 
of  the  higher  ordera»  on  wfaonh  the  inflo* 
ence  of  panie  will  operate  with  mnch  leia 
force*  than  when  paper  it  spread  among 
tbe  lower  clasiea  of  society.  Unless  pre- 
concioni  snch  as  these  be  adopted^  my 
anxiety  to^  return  to  cash  payinents  will 
be  much  abated ;  t>cing  couTinced  that  if 
ibo  Bonb  of  Engiaod  is  to  bo  the  sole 
aoorce  of  cadi  aomly  to  700  private  banks 
jasolng  aotes  wimoat  limitation,  it  wih 
scarcely  be  isond  adequate  to  furnish  their 
ordinary  wants^  and*  the  first  season  of  ad- 
^eiaity  and*  distrust  wiH  drew  from 'it  ail 
the  nietal  eesitained  in  its  coflcrs. 

i  cettfem  I  see  no  diflieuity  in  this  course 
•f  meaaurea  but  what  arises  from  the  ex- 
cfaequch*  billa  now  in  the  iterk^t.  It  most 
be  ther  first  duty  of  parKatnent,  on  its 
meetio|^»  to  fiind  a  ▼ery  large  pait  of  them^ 
and-  at  the  same  time  pay  off  the  last  loan 
of  three  milHont  obtained  from  tbe  Bank, 
inorder  to  enable  the  latter  to  odntract  its 

dinlinution  of  commercial 
The  public  will  be  iodetani- 
Bed  for  tfaia  payasept  by  thr  plK>per  use  of 
ita  own  balances.  I  utter  could  compre- 
hend'the  poliey  of  maintainihg  so  large  a 
floating  debt,  Kable  to  return  into  the  ex- 
chequer in  payment  of  tdrehae  at  the  end 
of  four  months,  wheno^r  by  any  unto- 
wani  cTem,  the  iitereat  of  money  in  the 
Bunlret  should  be  higher  tlnfo  tbat  yielded 
by  dttbeqoer  bills.  The  object  appears 
to  bate  been*  to  evoid  proriding  for  the 
interest  by  taxation,  aa  woiAd  har^  be- 
come necessary,  had  we  funded  the  debt 
in*  the  5  per  cents,  which  once  might  have 
been  4loiie  umwiy  at  par.  Perhepait#OQld 

woitb]p of  tbe  wiadomof 
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pafKament  to  hare  repealed  the  letted 
than  Co  have  evaded  the  spirit  of  the  taw. 
But  our  situation  no  longer  admits  of  al- 
ternative, and   we  must  free  ourselves, 
whateyer  be  the  coat,  from  this  intminent 
danger.     In  other  respects,  I  think  it  will 
be  acknowledged,  that  the  coarse  I  have^ 
suggested  involves  neither  haaard  nor  in« 
justice.    We  tdiadi  return  to  a  wbolesomo 
state  of  things  by  the  same  steps  as  wo 
have  advanced  ta  our  present  diseased 
conidition ;  and  nothing  will  be  demanded 
of  any  .man,  except  ittconfi>rniTiy  with  hia 
original  contract,  the  benefit  of  which  baa 
long  been  enjoyed.  Concerning  tbe  equity 
of  the  holder  of  a  note  demanding  pay- 
ment of  the  iasuer  in  metallic  moneys 
Aere  can  be  no  question.    But,  confining 
oOr  view  to  the  situation  of  the  Bank  ana 
private  bankara,  some  persons  mciy  be  of 
opinion,  that  the  Babik  should  first  resume 
its  cash  pay meiAs/ before  private  bankera 
can  be  expected  to  fulfil  tlie?r  engage* 
menta.    I  mgttm  with  this  opii^SM  as  far 
aa  regarda  an  notea  of  5L  and  upwarda. 
They  were  issued  when  the  Bade  paid  in 
cash,  and  private  bankera  had  a  risht  to 
demand  cash  for  a  Bank  of  England  note 
M  ohuk  aa  casb  was  demanded  from  tbem 
for  one  of  their  own.    But  it  is  not  so  with 
one  and  tw6  pound  notes;   the  private 
bankers  acquired  the  profitable  right  to 
issue  tbena  after  tbe  stdppage  of  the  JMnk» 
and  undertook  to  pay  them  in  money 
without  reference  to  any  aid  derivabw 
from  tbe  Bank  of  England.      Beside^ 
therefore,  the  dilAeoUy,  nay » the  impossi* 
bilitjr  of  the  Bank,  immediately  on  its 
openings  fonSiabing  cash  to  all  private 
bankera  sufficient  to  pay  the  enormous 
amount  of  the  notes  emitted,  it  would  not 
be  just  to  impose  on  the  Bank  the  burthen 
of  discharging  obligalSons  contracted  when 
cash  payments  had  ceased.      It  would 
be  leaving  all  the  benefit  with  one  ptrty, 
and  impoaini^  all  the  loss  on  th^  other. 
Nor  can  there  exist  a  doubt,  that  to  leave 
the  act  of  the  37th  of  Geo.  3,  c.  32,  to  iu 
undisturbed  operation,  which  will  reduce 
withbi  doe  limits  the  circulation  of  the 
one  pound  and  two  poand  not^s  of  private 
bankers,  is  equally  conformable  to  justice 
and  policy. 

To  conclude,  I  protest  against  this  BiU, 
because  it  baa  a  tendfency  to  encourage 
the  circulation  <'  of  paper-bills  of  credit, 
by  means  whereof  debu  will  be  diachar|^d 
with  a  much  less  value  than  waa  contracted 
for,  to  th^  gf^t  dist?ouragement  and  pre- 
judice of  tho  trade  and'  coitBtefco  of  b» 
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Majesty's  subjects,  by  occasioning  confu- 
sion in  dealings,  and  lessening  credit  in 
the  realm  ;^'  and  becaase  tbe  existing 
laws,  dalv  understood  and  enforced,  are 
sufficient  HI  themselves  to  restrain  the  for* 
ther  progress  of  the  existing  otiI,  and  to 
bring  us  back  to  the  only  just  measure  of 
Talue— a  metallic  circulation. 

Mr.  Patenon  observed  that  it  was  not 
surprising  the  unfavourable  state  of  our 
foreign  exchanges  should  make  an  impres* 
sion  so  injurious  to  our  currency ;  and  that 
as  to  what  his  hon.  friend  bad  said  of  ihe 
trade  of  the  country  with  the  continent 
having  flourished  so  much  during  the  last 
two  yeaVs,  it  should  be  recollected  that 
the  mere  export  of  goods  could  not  operate 
,  on  the  exchanges  until  they  were  torned 
into  money,  and  the* payments  came  round. 
He  denied  that  the  increased  price  of 
wheat  was  any  proof  of  the  depreciation  of 
paper.  That  increase  had  l^een  originally 
occasioned  by  a  season  of  scarcity^  and  it 
was  well  known  how  difficnlt  it  was,  when 
»  commodity  had  risen  in  price  from  any 
cause,  however  temporary,  to  bring  it 
down  again.  He  considered  the  measure 
taken  by  lord  King  aa  an  unfortunate  one, 
and  as  tending  to  the  re>establlshment  of 
the  old  principle  of  barter,  which  would 
be  a  most  inefficient  mode  of  carrying  on 
the  present  extensive  commercial  deahngs 
of  the  country.  He  admitted  that  our  si- 
ttiation  was  pne  of  difficulty ;  we  were  ex« 
posed  to  a  severe  trial,  but  it  was  not  of 
our  own  seeking,  and  we  were  bound  to 
endure  it  manmlly.  The  national  debt 
was  unquestionably  great,  but  tbd  opera- 
tion upon  it  of  that  powerful  engine,  the 
Sinking  Fund,  was  very  considerable,  and 
in  the  event  of  the  restoration  of  peace,  we 
should  soon  be  lightened  from  the  burdens 
which  now  pressed  so  heavily  on  the 
country. 

Mr.  Wtutm  said,  he  was  seldom  anxious 
to  join  in  the  debates  of  that  House  on  im- 
portant subjecu,  being  content  to  leave 
the  discussion  to  members  of  superior  ta- 
lento  And  ability  to  himself.  The  Bill  then 
under  consideration  was,  however,  of  suoh 
peculiar  importence,  and,  he  thought, 
pregnant  with  suoh  fatal  consequences, 
that  he  could  not  refrain  from  availing 
himself  of  some  opportunity  to  express  his 
sentiments  upon  it,  and  enter  his  protest 
aj^inst  iu  passing  into  a  law.  He  had 
given  the  fullest  consideration  to  the  sub- 
ject in  his  power ;  he  bad  listened  with 
attention  to  ever)r  thing  that  had  been 
(aid  upon  it  in  %\\  its  preyionafta^j  and 
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he  had  a  dear  conTictionon  his  nuBiit. 
that  it  was  a  measure  directly  at  variaaca 
with   those    fundamental    principlea   en 
which  the  House  had  hitheno  aeted,  and 
which  principles,  whilst  they  fiarmed  the 
character  of  the  British  legituatore,  at  tbm- 
same  time  constituted  the  foundattoaof 
our  nation^al  prosperity  and  happiness* 
Mr.  Western  said,  he  mosteamestly  wished 
the  House  would  pause,  and  consider  what 
were  those  principles  that  had  govemml 
their  conduct  in  all  legislative  enactments^ 
In  the  first  place,  a  most  scrupnlooa»and 
sacred  regard  for  the  righu  of  property, 
an  invariable  abstinence  from  all  inter«i 
ference  in  private  concerns,  or  contracts 
of  every  sort  formed  between  individuaisp 
inviolable  preservation  of  good  faith,  and 
constaift  attention  to  avoid  giving  ^  Is^^s 
any  retrospective  operation.    The  ne»« 
sore  before  the  House  proceeded  in  defi<« 
ance  of  all  those  principles,  indeed  acloall}^ 
subverted  them  all.    It  infringed  the  jusk 
and  legitimate  rights  of  property.    It  vio« 
lated  Uie  obligation  of  allcontracta  tnm 
tared  into  between  debtors  and  creditora^ 
and  its  operation  was  altogether  retroo« 
pective.    The  Bill  providc^d,  in  the  fine 
clause,  that  persons  being  in  possession  off 
the  legal  coin  of  the  realm  should  not  be 
permitted  to  part  with  it  at  its  real  valne  ; 
that  such  property  should  not  be  sufiSnned 
to  ^nd  its  true  level ;  in  the  next  place, 
that  ftersons  being  possessed  of  the  nolea 
or  bills  of  the  Buik  should  not  part  with 
them  in  such  manner  as  they  thought  moat 
conducive  to  their  own  interests ;  in  other 
words,  that  Baak*notes  should  not  be  paid 
or  received  for  less  than  their  nomiaal 
value,  and  that  guineas  should  not  tie  paid 
or  received  for  more  than  their  nominal 
value,  when  exchanged  with  such  notes* 
Independent  of  the  gross  injustice  of  thus 
invading  the  right  of  the  people  to  dtspoae 
of  their  property  as  they  think  fit,  waa 
there  any  thing  so  preposterooa  as  to  at* 
tempt,  by  an  act  of  parliantfent,  to  deteiw 
mine  the  value  of  a  promissory  note,  or 
any  other  paper  security?    TImt  value 
could  alone  depend  upon  the  opinion  of 
mankind,  and  the  confidence  reposed  in 
the  promise  expiessed  upon  the  face  of 
such  note.    The  paper  had  no  iatrinaic 
value  in  itself;  its  value  was  in  the  belief 
enteruined  by  the  people  that  the  Bank« 
which  issued  such  securitier,  were  wiUing 
and  able  to  make  good  its  prdnisea.  *  Not 
less  absurd  waa  it  to  pretend  to  enact,  that 

Sold  should  not  find  iu  troe  value.    No 
uflMua  power  ceuld  pravenl  iij  Pf^ 
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and  gold  would  find,  their  leTol,  In 
•fke  of  mil  the  acts  uf  pmrliaaieiit  that  coald 
be  patted.    Thit  Bill  wat  laid  to  be  intro- 
doced  ^in  coose<)oence  of  an  opinion  de- 
clared,  that  Bank-notet  did  not  novr  pot- 
teat  a  real  value  eoual  to  their  nominal, 
aad  a  demand  therefore  made  by  a  creditor 
to  be  paid*  purtoant  to  hit  contract,  in  the 
legal,  coin  of  the  realm,  or  in  Bank-notet 
equal  in  real  Taloe  to  the  turn  due  in  luch 
good  and  lawful  money.    In  cootidering 
the  provitiont  of  thit  Bi4l,  he  would  wave 
for  a  moment  the  ditpate  about  the  valoe 
of  Bank^notei,  and  would  atk  the  gentle- 
men oppotite  whether  they  would  not 
admit  that  it  wat  at  leatc  pottible  that 
Baok-notet  might  be  depredated;   that 
their  real  value  might  tmk  below  their 
nominal  ?  He  wat  tore  they  could  not  do 
Qtherwite  than  admit  the  pottibility  of  toch 
a  caie,  and  he  would  Iherelbre  tuppote 
toch  an  event  to  have  actually  happened. 
He  would  tuppote  an  ezcettive  deprecia- 
tion to  have  taken  place,  tuch  at  rendered 
the  £tct  inditpotabie,  manifett  to  ail  the 
world,  allowed  equally  by  debtort  and 
creditort;  in  tuch  a  tiioation  of  tbingt» 
he  would  tuppote,  what  wat  not  very  im- 
probable* an  amicable  agreement  to  be 
entered  into  between  debtort  and  ere* 
ditort,  and  the  debtort  willing  to  pay^eir 
oreditort  (in  the  abtence  of  gold  coin)  de- 
preciated Bank^notet  according  to  their 
real  value,  to  u  to  make  an  eouivalent  for 
the  turn  they  owed  m  the  legal  coin  of  the 
country.    He  would  then  put  it  to  the 
right  hon.  gentlemen  opp<Mite,  and  he 
would  put  it  to  the  Hoote,  to  contider 
whether  it  could  be  really  their  intention 
to  paat  an  act  of  parliament  that  thould 
make  toch  debtor  and  creditor  gnilty  of  a 
mitdemeanor,  and  tubject  to  the  penakiet 
attachable  thereto.    He  could  not  have 
believed  that  the  Hoote  would  have  enter- 
tained tuch  a  propotitlon  for  a  moment; 
and  yet,  if  that  sill  patted  into  a  law,  tuch 
would  be  itt  efiectt.— Mr.  Wettem  then 
proceeded  to  examine  the  alleged  fact  of 
Bank-notet   being    already  depreciated, 
and  declared,  that  be  wat  fully  convinced 
that  tuch  wat  actually  the  cate.    It  wat 
notorioot  that  a  traffic  had  long  been  car- 
ried fm  in  the  interchange  of  Bank  notet 
and  guineat,  and  that  gntneat  were  worthy 
at  the  time  be  wat  tpeaking,  tix  or  teven 
and  twenty  thillingt  each  in  Bank  paper. 
Thit  wat,  indeed,  admitted;  but  gentle- 
men taid,  thit  traffic  wat  carried  on  only 
by  jewt  and  pedlart.    That  might  be  to ; 
Uttt  he  did  tto^  tee  how  that  altered  the 


cate :  the  difllhfance  of  value  wat  jott  at 
ttrongly  proved  at  if  the  traffic  had  been 
enterecf  into  by  other  pertont ;  bat  he  wat 
confident  it  had  become  pretty  general* 
and  that  the  tuperior  value  of  ffuineat^  in 
retpect  to  papet»  wat  to  well  uoderttood  ia 
the  country,  that  no  perton,  having  pof 
lettion  of  guineaty  to  any  material  amount 
would  exchange  them  for  paper,  without 
requiring  a  premiom  for  tuch  exchange. 
A  retpectable  country  tradetman  had  told 
him  the  other  day,  that  he  had  a  little 
time  ago  come  into  potsettion  of  a  tom  of 
money  in  guineat,  at  executor  and  truttee 
to  a  friend ;  that  finding  thit  property  in 
gold,  and  knowing,  at  all  the  country 
knew,  that  a  guinea  would  exchange  for 
more  than  a  one  pound  note  and  a  thilliog# 
he  felt  it  to  be  hit  duty  not  to  part  witk 
thete  guineat  at  lets  than  their  real  value* 
and  they  accordingly  produced  at  the  rate 
of  five  or  tix  and  twenty  thillingt  in  Bank 
notet  for  each  guinea.    Thit  circumttaneo 
he  mentioned  to  thew  not  only  that  the 
difierence  of  value  exitted,  but  wat  gt« 
nerally  known  and  admitted  throughout  the 
country ;  ttill  it  wat  contended,  that  thit 
wat  no  proof  that  Bank-notet  were  depre* 
ciated,  that  they  would  porchate  commodi- 
tiet  jtttt  at  well  at  utnal.    It  wat  taid  thit 
wat  only  an  artificial  depreciation  of  paper, 
or  that,  in  other  wordt^  gold  wat  artificially 
dear.    He  could  not  any  way  underttand 
what  wat  meant  by  artificially  dear  or 
cheap ;  but  if  the  fallen  value  of  paper  ia 
exchange  for  gold  wat  not  allowed  to  bo 
a  depreciation  of  paper,  let  it  be  exam  in* 
ed  whether  gold  had  risen  in  value,  and 
in  order  to  determine  that  point,  try  it  in 
the  exchange  for  other  acuclet*  and  pt rw 
ticularly  with  thote  which  would  affi>id 
the  truetl  tett,  namely,  articlet  of  primary 
importance  and  necetsity.    Thit  compa* 
riton  had  been  most  ably  and  fully  gone 
into  by  an  hon.  gent,  who  had  preceded 
him  in  the  debate,  (Mr.  G.  Johnttooe,) 
and  he  had  mott  unaatwerably  thewn, 
that  gold  had  not  advanced  in  price  at 
compared  to  thete  articlet;  to  far  from  it, 
itt  value  had  been  exoettively  diminbhed. 
It  would  not  command  by  any  meant  the 
tame  quantity,  of  goodt,  it  would  many 
yeart  ago.    All  pertont  having  fixed  in- 
comet,  felt  mott  tentibly  the  truth  of  t^ 
aatertioo ;  and  if  they  felt  the  diminithedl 
power  of  their  incomet  tome  time  ago^ 
how  much  more  mutt  they  feel  it  now 
that  the  paper  currency  in  which  they, 
are  paid  bat  tofiered  to  material  a  dimi- 
nution of  iu  Tahie  below  that  of  gold. 
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wkittlritself  hwl!  l«s»  a*  oMnideFaUe  por- 
tim  of  its  former  p6wer.  To  ilUistrate 
ifanA'  fact,  he  had  kkewiie  referred  to  Ibe 

Srieea  oC  eom  ibr  a^iittoft>6r  of  years  bade. 
\   waa  not  the  |Mrice  of  corn  boweter 
anly;^  other  drtioles  had   preserved  an 
etfoml  ratio  of  advance;  hot  the  price  of 
comr  was  mete  easily  referred  to  and  «► 
MrtAined.    TakWijj^  the  average  pridfe  of 
vrta«al  froBv  i78<l  ta  \'197,>  which  woald 
ie  fowrid*  to*  be  lifVy*fewe  shtHings  per 
lyaBfVter,  a  ^owkd  of  gold,  or  forty-four 
goineas  and  a  half,  woekl  command  at 
thM  tline  ei  ghteea^  quarters*  of  w  heat.     In* 
l^CX^  upon  tii<6  averaf^  of  fire   years, 
Wheat/ at  86venty-fthilHiigs^<  aild  gold  bp)- 
lloti  at  fovr  pounds  two  shtilings,  a*  pound 
of  goMy  or  forty*foUr  guineas  and  a  half, 
i^oatdf  command  only  fourteen  q-iarters; 
tfid  on  an  average  of  the  last  five  years, 
irheat  beih^j^'  eighty-five    shillings,  and 
Held  bullion  foer  pounds  seven  shilKngs 
per  ounce,  a  pound  of  gold  would  com*- 
Aialid«otlly  twehre  quartersaiidtwo  bushels 
of  wheat.'     Tbos  it  appeared  that  gold 
tvas  greatly  dim'mtshcKi'  in  value,   when 
eothpared  with  wheat,  though  advanced, 
when^  coanpared   with  Bank  paper,    its 
pewerit  redoced  in  the  comcaand  of  wheat, 
ine^daied  in  tlie  ooounand  of  notes^  and 
yetywith  these  facts  before  oor  eyes,  it 
vras  te  be  contended  that  this  Bank  paper 
tras  not  depreciated.    A  right  hon.  gent. 
(M^  Bbse)  had-  said,  that  this  dearness  of 
wheat  and  other  articles  arose  from  other 
cduads,  and  that  an  equal  advance  in  price 
bad>  Mmtif  plaos  in  France  and  other  coon^ 
cries*    That  was  vei^  true,  and  it  added 
confinwattott  to  his,  (Mr.  W.'s)  argument, 
chat  gold  was  not  dear ;  on  the  contrary, 
that  a^  we4l  in  ether  coontiiesas^here,  it 
VMS  diAiMAed  in  value,  wheif  <^ompared 
With^eiher  dommodttias.— Mr.  W^  further 
afgnedV  that  this  increased  plriee  of  s^l 
articles  of  liec^nity,  had  gone  on  with 
mudi  greater  rapidity   since  tihe   year 
r?97,  when  the*  Bank  stopped  payment  of 
thdr  notes  in  specie,     hn  tweW«  years 
prior  tb  that  timil  the  price  of  wheat  bad 
dd^tmced  per  quarter  eight  shillings' and 
sittpMecr;    in  twelve  years,  since  1797, 
itee  priceof  ^eat*  toad* advanced  thirty- 
swd shitlmgs'pihr quarter.    Thisrapid  ad- 
Wncirof  the  priced!  whedi'codk^paratifely 
vTith  the  first  period^  was  in*  fact  neither 
amre  nor  leirtliaA*a*  rapid  depreieiatioB  of 
earpap^eumnrc^;  at  leastitaflbrdedof 
itMlf,  he-  thonght,  ttidispolable  proof  that 
Baak  necer  were  iHaterfally   iailen  in 
tulnei  aM'Upfn  tbh  irhalcr  the  q 
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appeared  to  him  so  clear,  ttat  he 
assontsbed  it  coald  addrit  of  argomaos  es 
alUi**Mr.  Western  thto,  in 'takiii|g  *  far* 
tber  view  of  the  BiH,  said  he  was  sur- 
prised tefiod  that  by  OMaij  genllenieir  it 
shottkl  be  represented  as  applicable  p^ 
culiarly  lo  the  case  of  landlord  aad  te- 
nant ;  that  was  by  no  neana  the  cne,  it 
was  applicable  to  all  debtors  and  craditora 
of  every  description,    and  alike,  inr  all 
cases,  sacrificed  the  creditor  to  <he  debtor* 
It  certainly/  in  that  relation,  was  applica- 
ble tft  landlord  and  tenant,  inasmuch  aa 
the  kndlerd,  having  granted  a  lease.  Was 
the  creditor  of  the  tenant ;  but  such  land- 
lord  was,  of  all  cfeditorr,  the  one    who 
would  the  least  soCTer,  a^  in*  process  of 
time  the  lease  would  fall  in,  and  hewoold 
again  acqnire   possession.     Bilt  a  greai 
'  proportion  of  land-owners  never  gran&d  a 
I  lease  at  all/  which  be  was  sorry  for ;  and 
:  thought,  after  that  Bill  passed,  they  never 
could  ssrfely  do  so  again.    He  doubted  not 
:  that  nearly  6ne«h3f  of  the  landed  pro* 
^prietors  of  the  kingdom  never  granted 
leases;   others     there   must  be.   Whose 
leases  were  aboot  to  expire.    All  thoee- 
persons  would  be  rather  tienefited  by  the 
operation-  of  this  Bill.     They  might  let 
their  estates  according  to  the*  reaf  vaino 
of  the  currency  they  were  to  be  paid  in,' 
and  pay  tb«r  creditors  according  to  the 
nominal.     Many  there  were,  no  doubt/ 
who  had  debts  and  mortgages  upon  their 
estates;*  and  in  such  case  die  mortgagee, 
or  other  person  baling  a  charge  upon  the 
estate,  would  be  the  eventual  sufferers, 
and,  of  course,  in  exact  proportion  Would 
the  land-owners  be  the  gainers.    It  waa 
not  then  the  case  of  landlord  and  tenant, 
it  was  the  case  of  debtor  and  creditor. 
It  was  tlie  creditor  of  every  description 
who' was  to  be  deprived  of  his  rights  by 
this  Bill;  but  most  of  all  those  who  had 
fixed  incomes;  ailammitants,  mortgagees, 
or  persons  having  rsnt-chargns  ot  every 
sort ;  all  officers  of  the  slate,  and  officere 
of  the  armband  navy,  were  likewise  in 
the  same  situaftioni     These  persons  were 
suffermg  by  the  reduced  value  of  this 
papes*  currency,  hefirmly  believed,  to  the 
extent  of  nearly  one-fifth' of  their  incooie* 
Other  persona  having  land  ou£  of  leito,  or 
commodities  of  any  kind  to  sell,  did  not 
soAer  at  all,  for  they  might  and  did  ask 
for  their  land*  and  thehr  commodities  in 
proportion.     It  weokl  be  well,  then,  if 
they  wouM  .a  little  more  cmisider  those 
who  have  fixed  incomes;    How  long  ii 
was  desirable  tfak  stale  of  things  tbonld  ta 
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sll«wed  to  ooBttnoc,  he  could  not  fire* 
leod  l»  iay.    hati  King  bad  thought  it 
voold  be  belter,  for  the  comisQiiity  to 
iiieke  t  etand  at  the  present  moment. 
There  were  maiiv  persona  said  he  was 
extremely  wrong  in  bringing  the  qneation 
to    issoe   now;   there  wero  othen  who 
thought   he    acted  wisely  in  so  doing. 
Whether  he  was  right  in  the  determination 
he  had  come  to,  or  was  mistaken,  sore  he 
(Mr.  Western)  was,  that  his  motives  were 
most     upright    and     honourable. — Mr. 
Western  again  adverted  to  the  provistons 
of  the  Bill,  and  argued  that  they  were  in 
no  degree  calculated  to  meet  the  case 
which  was  said  to  have  eiven  rise  to  it. 
The^demand  made  by  lord  King  upon  bis 
tenants  was  pieiended  to  have  imfoced  the 
adoption  of  this  BHl ;  but  this  was  a  mere 
pretence;  the  real  object  was  to  prevent, 
tf  possible,  the   further  interchange    of 
Bahk-notes  and  guineas,  which,  whilst  it 
continued,  manifested  too  plainly  the  fallen 
value  of  the  paper.    As  to  the  tenant,  he 
was  in  no  uegree  whatever  relieved  by 
this  Bill ;  he  was  in  a  worse  situation  than 
before.     His  landlord,  it  was  true,  could 
not  distrain  upon  him,  but  no  landlord 
would  proceed  in  that  way;  he  would 
take  bis  remedy  by  action  or  ejectment, 
which  was  still  open  to  him  pleciseiy  the 
lame  as  before.     Suppose  tihis  Bill  had 
not  been  brought  forward,  or  should  not 
pass,  a  tenant  might,  if  he  chose,  make  an 
arrangement  with  his  landlord,  and  pay 
him  !» notes  at  their  real  instead  of  their 
nominal  value ;  and  if  the  depreciation  of 
notes  should  increase,  and  the  fict  become 
obvious   and    acknowledged    by   them, 
many  would  be  very  glad  to  do  so ;  and 
if  they  had  money  out  at  interest,  would 
make   a  si^nilar    agreement   with   their 
debtors;  now  if  they  did  so,  they  would 
incur  the  penalties  oithis  Bill.    Gold  they 
could  not  get,  and  they  would  then  be 
placed  in  the  curious  predicament  of  hav- 
ing only  to  chuse  the  alternative  of  eject- 
ment, or  becoming  liahle  to  punishment 
for  a  misdemeanour,  perhaps  standing  in 
the  pillory,  fordoing  that  which  a  sense  of 
^hatthey  considered  tlieir  own  interest, 
and   justice    to   their  creditors,  equally 
prompted  them  to  do.    Such  were  the  ex- 
traorainary  provisions  of  this  unprece- 
dented measure.     He  would  nottorther 
detain  the  House,  though  there  were  other 
topics  connected  with  it    to   which  he 
Wished  to  advert;    but  must  repeat  bis 
opinion,  that,  in  the  adoption  of  such  a 
Bill,  the  House  would  depart  from  ail  those 
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principles  which  it  had  Mthertamade  tho 
paramount  rule  and  g«fd'e  of  its  eondnet ; 
that  they  were  about  to  infringe  the  juM 
and  legitimate  rights  of  property,  lo  violate 
adl  contracts  between  individuals,  the  pro* 
tection  of  which  had  hitherto'been  ^ieemed 
the  sacred  du^  of  parliament,  and  to  au 
tempt  to  do  that  wiiich  no  human  power 
coifid  accomplish,  namely,  to  goversi  (bo 
opinions  of  maakindi  wid  force  them  to 
affix  a  value  upon  articles  different  fiMm 
what  in  their  judgments  and  estimation 
they  did  possess. '  He  thought  faiipseHf 
therefore,  warranted  in  saying,  that  each 
an  act  would  degrade  the  ^araoter  #f*the 
British  Legislature,  and  ahabo  to  their 
very  bas^  the  foundations  of  4>ur  national 
credit,  happiness,  and  prosperity. 

Mr.  Hoie  contended,  that  it  bad  been 
the  policy  of  the  country  for  centwrles,  to 
prevent  the  coin  of  the  reakn  being  sold* 
The  Bill,  therefore,  far  from  inMngfiig  Mm'' 
rights  of  the  subject,  did  but  enact  what 
hfj  long  been  understood  to  be  the  law, 
and  what,  if  not  the  law,  had  been  in* 
tended  to  be  the  law«  With  respool  to 
what  had  bben  said  of  its  proteoting  the 
debtor  against  the  creditor,  he  oba^ved 
it  was  only  intended  to  protact  the  tenant 
against  ohavges  which  might  bo  mude^  but 
couM  not  be  equitably  made.  Tho  tenant^ 
it  should  be  remembered,  if  he  charged  • 
higher  price  for  the  produce  of  bis  lands, 
was  obliged  to  pay  a  higher  price  for 
every  article  he  consumod,'and  therefore 
it  was  doingno  more  than  was  right,  when 
they  protected  him  against  soeh  charges* 
It  was  too  much  to  say,  thtt  the  oxamp&  of 
lord  King  would  be  followed  by  no  one  elso 
whose  motives  were  less  honourable  than 
worn  those  of  his  lordship*  The  Advance 
in  theprice  of  wheat  was,  in  a  great  measure* 
to  be  ascribed  to  our' com  laws,  which  had 
kid  on  it  three  or  four  and  thbty  per  cent, 
within  the  last  15  years.  It  was  the  duty 
of  parliament  to  protect  the  unant,  not 
agatQst  lord  Kih^,  but  against  the  merciless 
landlord  who  might  distress  him  to  g[ratlfy 
n  mercenary  disposition.  The  price  of 
gold  was  four  pound  per  ojince  at  the  be« 
ginning  of  the  last  century.  It  had  been 
at  the  same  price  within  the  last  two  years. 
It  wonld  be  found  by  a  table  in  the  Fhi- 
losophical  Transactions,  left  by  the  late 
sir  G.  Shuckborgh,  that  the  prices  of  most 
articles  were  more  than  doubled  since  the 
first  mentioned  period.  Thus  it  would  bo 
seen,  while  other  commoditiM  doubled 
their  prices,  gold  remaiqed  stationary. 
Our  imports  4i«d  been  greater  than  they 
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ever  were  before  in  the  last  two  yearf« 
with  this  cil-cumstmnce  attached  to  theoi« 
they  had   been   made  in  foreign  ships. 
This,  combined  with  oar  foreign  expend i* 
tare,  was   a  most  serioas  consttieration. 
Oar  exports,  when  the  ezpences  of  freight, 
&c.  weretaken  into  consideration,  would 
be  foiind  to  have  been  made  under  cir- 
camatances  which  had  never  existed  be- 
fore.   They  might  appear  from  the  cus- 
tom-house books    to   be   what  his  hon. 
firieod  had  stated  them  to  be,  but  there 
were  certain  considerations  which  ought 
not  to  be  overlooked.    In  the  first  place, 
8  large  portion  of  our  exports  were  con* 
ftdcated,  and  of  coarse  not  one  shilling 
had  been  derived  from  them.    Others  had 
been  burnt,  and  on  some  of  those  which 
were  neither  confiscated  nor  burnt,  heavy 
duties  of  40  or  50  per  cent,  had  been  im- 
poaedo    Those  which  had  been  sold,  hav- 
ing  escaped    the  confiscation,   the  con- 
flagration* and  the  enormous  duties  he 
had  mentioned,  had  not  always  been  paid 
for.    There  were  instances  of  merchants 
having  drawn  bills  on  their  correspondents, 
who  were  known  to  be  solvent,  which 
were  ultimately  returned  on  the  drawer 
from  there  being  no  way  of  escaping  tbe 
tyranny  which  prevailed  on  the  continent 
of  Europe,    These  deductions  were  to  be 
made  from  the  profits  of  on>  exports,,  and 
these  might  account  for  the  country  being 
drained  of  its  gold;  as  while  this  system 
was  acted  upon  by  the  enemy  our  mer^ 
chants   were    religiously    scrupulous    io 
making  their  payments  good.    Could  any 
man,  after  this  statement,  be  surprized  at 
the  state  of  the  exchanges,  or  wonder  at 
the  absence  of  gold.    It  had  b^cn  pro- 
posed to  establish  a  new  Bank,  but  the 
party  who  suggested  this  idea  had  aisp 
proposed  that  it  should  not  be  obliged  to 
make  its  payments  in  gold.     He  saw  no 
advantages  likely  to.  result  from  such  an 
establishment     After  the    investigation 
which  had  taken  place  into  the  aflaics  of 
the  Bank  in  1707,  when  it  had  fceen  found 
there  was  in  the  possession  of  the  com- 
pany a  surplus  of  fifteen  millions  above 
what  they  held  in  trust  for  the  public^  he 
thought  the  Bank  a  safer  deposit  for  the 
money  and  paper  of  individuaJs  than  any 
other  that  could  be  named.    The  paper 
circulation  was  better  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  Bank  company,  than  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  any  other  body.  The  unfunded 
debt  had    been   spoken 'of  as  becoming 
most  ii\jurious  to  the  country.    He  had  to 
state^  that  the  interest  of  it  was  now  three* 


pence  farthing  a  day.  Some  time  ago,  ii 
was  three-pence  halfpenny.  From  Ms  it 
would  be  seen  that  that  was  not  becoming 
a  very  heavy  burden.  It  was  obvious 
that  the  ruler  of  France  now  directed  his 
greatest  efforts  against  our  finances.  Thus 
situated,  no  one  thing  could  be  so  inju- 
rious to  the  country  as  neglecting  to  keep 
up  the  credit  of  our  paper.  How  far  this 
would  be  done  by  the  present  Bill  he  did 
not  know;  but  that  it  would  have  that  ef- 
fect in  a  considerable  degree  he  had  no 
doubt,  and  with  this  feeling  he  heartily 
concurred  in  the  measure. 

Mr.  fVilberforcc  said,  that  while  he 
agreed  in  certain  points  with  those  who 
supported  the  present  bill,  and  concurred 
in  others  with  those  who  opposed  it,  there 
were  at  the  same  time#  other  views  of  the 
question  in  which  he  had  the  misfortune  to 
differ  from  both  sides ;  and  first,  he  was 
ready  to  admit  that  while  such  apprehep-t 
sions  were  afloat  in  the  public  mind  in 
consequence  of  the  conduct  that  led  to 
this  discussion,  the  government  must 
have  felt  the  adoption  of  some  expedient 
to  prevent  great  general  distress  and  con- 
fusion indispensibly  necessary.  Of  the 
conduct  that  c<mipelled  the  government 
to  resort  to  soch  an  expedient  he  waa 
willing  to  say  little,  but  this  much  he 
could  not  well  avoid  saying,  that  of  all 
others  he  should  have  least  expected,  that 
a  noble  lord  of  the  high  rank,  finished 
education,  and  just  pretensions  of  lord 
King,  would  have  thought  it  wise  and  fit 
to  resort  to  such  an  experiment.  He  waa 
ready  to  make  every  allowance  for  the 
good  intentions  of  the  noble  lord,  %ut  the 
noble  lord  was  bound  to  have  reflected 
that  a  variety  of  persons  in  an  humbler 
sphere  of  life,  and  whose  sole  motive  waa 
the  sordid  one  of  gain,  might  be  glad 
hereafter  to  shelter  themselves  under  the 
high  authority  of  the  noble  lord,  and 
push  his  example  to  the  extent  of  a  mis* 
chievous  and  criminal  abuse  of  it.  Such 
men  might  talk  very  profusely  about  po<* 
litical  economy,  woile  they  had  nothing 
else  but  private  emolument  in  view. 
Under  such  circumstances,  therefore,  it 
became  the  bounden  duty  of  the  govern* 
ment  to  do  something*  and  so  far  he  agreed 
with  the  supporters  of  the  bill ;  but  when 
these  gentlemeu  would  go  farther,  and  in« 
stead  of  looking  upon  it  as  a  temporary 
expedient  to  gain  time,'  Spatium  reqid^ 
*  tmque  dolorir — when  they  would  re« 
present  it  as  more  than  this,  as  something 
that  could  permauQntly  countertct  dtpre« 
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ciaUom  Iben  indeed  he  thought  it  b«i  fair 
lo  ny,  ihet  his  rappoct  of, the  mea9ttre 
ittee  groQoded  in  no  each  expectation; 
that 'he  looked  upon  it  merely  as  a  tern- 
p6Fary  expedient,  which  extreme  urgency 
had  rendered  indispensible,  and  that  at 
each  be  gave  it  his  snpport.'^In  adverting 
to  tiie  Bank  Directorf«  he  did  not  see  that 
it  had  been  cJearly  made  out,  though  ao 
often  and  ^nfAirly  asserted,  that  those 
f^amieBien  actually  derived  any  material 
prefiu  from  the  increasing  profits  of  the 
Bafik«-^With  respect  to  the  immediate 
effects  of  tbisbill»  in  defending  the  tenantry 
of  the  country  from  the  mischievous  con* 
fte«|oenoes  it  was  provided  to  guards  against 
k»  thought  that  so  far  the  bill  would  be 
cwplctely  efieclual.  -  The  evils  which 
IKight  otherwise  ensue*  came  so  home  to 
wen's  business  and  bosoms,  that  it  was  imp 
fosiihle  lo  hesitate  to  provide  against 
Iheir  ^oocurrence.  In  looking  dispasston^ 
ntely  at'  the  nature  of  those  evilsi  it  was 
iaipoisible  not  to  see  the  necessity  of  con- 
•citing  in  every  department  of  the  state, 
na  far  as  it  was  possible,  the  principle  of 
^s  wise  and  general  spirit  of  economy.  At 
ithe  same  lime  he  admlued,  ihaa  she  ad* 
mioinraaon,  be  they  who  they  might, 
-jwho  vfere  charged  with  the  defence  of 
liie  eouAtry,  might  /eel  it  impracticable 
oonsciftntioeely  to  retrench  those  e^penoes 
whicii  were  resorted  to  in  the  prosecuiion 
of  that  great  object.  In  oonoluding,  be 
.adverted  to  the  menacing  aspect  of  afiaira 
in  America,  and  deplored  tne  §ioom  that 
wu  apraadiBg  over  the  Western  horiaon. 
He  troited  that  the  misfortunes  of  a  ntm 
war  were  not  to  he  aggravatedby  a  contest 
l>etweeii  two  natioaa  who  might  be  said  to 
he  the  common  children  of  the  mme  fv 
eailyi^and  participeting  as  brolhaw  in  the 
•nhentance  of  the  same  ewnmnii  liberty. 
Be  oenchMM  by  stating  that  the  bill,  as 
^  Area  it  went^sboeld  have  hisfnil  support. 

Losd  Goehrmw  aaid,  that  had  not  every 
argument  been  used  by  the  gentlemen* 
wrho  had  epoken*  doring  the  diflbrent 
ntaoea  of  the  present  bill*  that  was  likely 
tn  be  niaed  either  for  or  against  the  oMa- 
enre,  and  Ukewtsa.in.a  eimiiar  debate  on 
the  Bsdlion.  report,  he  oHonU  aet  hove 
•aresnmed  to  tmspam  on  the  notice  of  the 
House,  upon  a  qaestion  ao  foreign  to  his 
|iumnits  as  one  of  finaooe,  or  political 
lomy.  But  as  the  defods  of  the  ^* 
of  our  cnmnor  appeared  to 
fo  have  hcen  alone  dwek  on,  or  ihe 
Msginnlii^  cnaaaa  traced  ao  farther  than 
to  en  esoem  IB  the  iasne  of  Mperhythe 
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Bank,  which  was  occasioned  by  the 
manner  in  which  the  war  was  conducted, 
to  this  subject  he  should  confine  the  few 
observations  he  intended  to  offer,  undfr  a 
firm  conviction,  that  no  expedient  like 
the  present  could  produce  a  permanently 
salutary  efiect.  Topical  appIicatiQn  could 
no  more  cure  an  aneurism  of  the  hearV 
than  propping  up  the  branches  could 
arrest  a  decay,  in  the  root,  which  was  the 
more  daiigerous,  like  in  the  present  in» 
stance,  if  its  progress  remained  unnoticed. 

The  heads,  which  he  proposed  to  touch 
on  were  first.  Our  commercial  relatioui 
with  powers  in  amity,  and  the  drain  of 
silver  and  gold  by  the  licensed  trade 
with  our  enemies.  Secondly  the  extre^ 
ordinary  supplies  sent  abroad  for  the  pav 
and  maintenance  of  our  armies ;  and  thira- 
Jy,  injudicious  subsidies. 

Respecting  our  commercial  relations 
with  Portugal,  iSpain  and  Sicily,  which 
are  the  only  countries  where  British  ma- 
nufactures are  admitted  on  any  terms»  he 
contended  that  the  gain  of  priiish  Qier* 
chanta  in  these  glutted  markets  is  derive4« 
not  from  an  advantageous  barter,  but  from 
the  onfavourable  state  of  exchange,  which 
enables  our  merchanCa  to  dispose  of  their 
goods  at  or  eyen  under  prime  cost,  and 
yet  derive  an  advantage  of  fsom  125  to 
SS  per  cent,  out  of  the  pockeu  of  Mteir 
countrymen,  simply  by  carrying  the  ho^ 
lion  which  they  thus  collect,  to  ibe£n|^ 
lish  commissaries  who  furnish  them  with 
hills,  OB  gpvemment,  at  that  r uinons  dis- 
count. 

The  unfavourable  state  of  the  exchange 
against  England  could  be  altered  only  by 
reducihg  our  military  eatabUshroents  in 
foreign  countries,  which  migbthe  ^cted# 
with  advanlage  to  our  i^iies  and  ourtelvea, 
simply  by  s«lferMg  Abo  poopje  in  wb4*e 
bebalf  we  pretend  to.  be.  conleudingt  to 
ieel  an  interest  in  the  cause  we  oall  thi(ir 
own,  instead  pf  wasting  onr  meani^  and 
lavishing  our  treasure  in  support  of 
their  de^lkable  and  tottering  governiilemi, 
which  will  inevitably  &11  the  moment 
we  withdraw  our  military  foecea.  Qa 
said  thai  the  profligate  waste  of  onr  means 
was  in  no  instance  more  glaring  than  in 
the  maintenance  of  an  army  under  the 
pretence  of  defending  Sicily  against  the 
French,  but  in  reality  lo  keep  the  people 
in  snhjection  lo  the  most  weak,  wicked 
and  opprassive  tyranny  which  existed 
under  neapsn,  whose  ahsord  imposes  ren- 
dered a  whole  people  wretched  and  poor, 
in  Ihe  midst  of  the  ampt  Xirtilo  oonnliy. 
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oncf  the  granary  of  Rome,  but  now^^  owing 
to  the  corn  laws,  scarcely  prodacing  food 
for  its  thinly  scattered  inhab'rtaots. 

The  expence  of  our  troops  he  said  was 
not  the  only  drain  which  carried  our  trea- 
sure to  Sicily,  to  which  nearly  half  a  mil- 
Iron  went  annually  under  the  title  of  a 
subsidy,  and  under  the  pretence  of  paying 
fcr  services  not  one  of  which  were  per- 
formed, as  his  Majesty's  minister  had 
thought  proper  to  deliver  our  money  into 
the  hands  of  the  Neapolitan  counsellors, 
who  govern  the  queen  and  betray  our  in- 
terests to  the  enemy.  He  could  nut  help 
remarkipg  upon  the  extraordinary  nature 
of  the  assistance  we  afibrded,  by  defending 
Sicily  against  the  will  of  its  government, 
apd  (be  government  against  the  will  o,f  the 
people,  by  both  of  which  parties  we  had 
made  ourselves  so  detested,  that  each  was 
ready  to  receive  the  French  as  their  de- 
liverers. 

What  reason,  he  asked,  'could  be  given 
for  pursuing  such  a  Hne  of  conduct }  Did 
ministers  imagine  that  their  administration 
of  affairs  would  benefit  by  a  comparison 
-with  the  corrupt  government  which  they 
were  struggling  to  uphold.  The  tyranny 
and  vices  of  the  Sicilian  government,  how- 
ever, were  so  abominable  that  it  would-— 

The  Speaker.^^Does  the  noble  lord  con- 
ceive, that  an  inquiry  into  the  errors  of  the 
Sicilian  government  can  be  justly  said  to 
bear  on  the  present  Question,  according  to 
the  known  usages  of  the  debate  ?  I  was 
iinwilling  to  interfere  as  long  as  the  noble 
lord  was  pleased  to  keep  within  the  widest 
limits  prescribed  by  the  ordinary  rules  of 
debate. 

'  Lord  Cochrane  said,  that  he  shoald  wave 
•the  farther  ezplanatiQn  he  was  about  to 
give  of  the  internal  state  of  Sicily,  which 
certainly  was  no  farther  connected  with 
the  question,  than  by  occasioning  enor- 
mous expence  to  us,  instead  of  making  it 
worth  the  people's  while  to  defend  their 
own  island  and  government ;  in  doing  so, 
he  presumed,  however,  that  it  w'as  not  in- 
tended that  be  should  abstain  from  men- 
tioning, that  in  addition  to  the  treasure  sent 
to  Sicily,  for  the  purposes  be  had  already 
mentioned,  one  item  alone  of  the  extra- 
CM'dinary  expence  of  our  army  amounted 
last  year  to  180,000^,  he  meant  the  repair, 
equipment,  and  pay  of  gun-boats  at  Mes- 
sina, which  the  Sicilian  government  was 
bound  to  furnish  out  of  the  subsidy ;  a  fact 
which  he  thought  wduld  scarcely  be  cre- 
dited, when  the  House  should  learn  that 
w«  actually  paid  rent  for  the  royal  arse- 


nal, to  refit  them  in  at  oar  own  coiif 
Having  been  there  lately  he  could  voucb 
for  this  fact,  which  was  consistent  with 
the  rest  of  our  conduct. 

His  lordship  asserted  that  our  affairs  in 
Portugarwerenot  in  a  more  favourable 
state,  and  the  minds  of  the  people  were 
equally  averse 'to  the  cause  which  we  sap- 
port,  he  meaht  that  of  their  corrupt  go* 
vernment.  In  Portugal  it  could  not  be  pre* 
tended  that  we  had  any  scruple,  as  to  ioier« 
feringr  in  the  internal  affairs  of  the  coun- 
try, we  had  actually  several  voices  in  the 
regency,  and  yet  we  used  our  influence  to 
no  good  purpose.  He  stated  that  he  bad 
made  a  calculation  wh^n  at  Lisbon,  and 
found  that  ea'ch  individual  in  our  army» 
which  was  occupied  in  upholding  thiw 
state  of  things,  actually  cost  this  nation  the 
sumr  of  ten  shillings  and  three  pence  per 
dayjncluding  theat  tendaui  naval  establish^ 
ment.  .  This  was  one  of  the  real  causes  •£ 
the  depreciation  of  our  paper  and  the  dis- 
appearance of  money.  It  was  his  Majes* 
ty's  ministers,  and  not  such  men  as  I>a 
Yonge,  who  sent  the  coin  out  of  the  kiog- 
dom  in  the  vain  hope  of  contending  in 
pitched  battles,  with  the  resources  to  be 
drawn  from  49  milhons  of  people. 

He  Vras  convinced  that  with  half  of  cor 
n,aval  m'eans,  and  one  tenth  part  of  oor 
army  judicioiisly  directed,  we  might  r^ 
duce  the  efforts  of  Buonaparte  to  measures 
of  precaution  and  defence,  and  compel 
him  to  occupy  the  force,  with  which  ha 
was  now  subjugating  Portugal  and  Spain,  ia 
protecting  his  own  shores,  which  we  might 
threaten  from  the  Baltic  to  the  Adriatic 
sea,  and  thus  oblige  him  to  provide  a  force 
ever}'  where  equal  to  that  which  we  could 
direct  to  a  single* point,  and  which  if  he 
should  neglect,  his  commerce  and  maritime 
towns  would  be  at  ear  mercy.  Another 
advantage  is'  obvious,  the  whole  of  this 
force  must  be  paid  by  France,  and  not,  as 
now  is  the  case,  maintailied  at  the  expence 
of  our  allies. 

No  individual  existing  coiild  claim 
merit  for  this  obviously  jiMicioos  mode  of 
conduetihg  war  by  a  maritime  state.  He 
would  advise  his  Majesty's  ministers  to 
read  the  first '  oration  of  Demosthenes^ 
which  if  they  ever  had  done  with  the  at- 
tention of  statesmen,  they  could  not  unin- 
tentionally have  brought  our  afiurs  to 
their  present  condition*  Our  naval  supe- 
riority was  at  present  totally  thrtfwo  away, 
we  had  uo  force  employed  to  occupy  the 
enemy  by  desultory  movements;  one  army 
remains  fixed  in  the  centre  of  Portugal,  tbie 
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other  ioglorioQtly-  waits  on  Ibe  ihores  of 
MeMina,ontiItheFrencb  shall  find  it  conve- 
nient to  attack  them,  having  completed  the 
aobjagation  of  the  Continent.  Might  we 
not  take  a  lesson  by  the  effect  which  a 
threat  of  invasion  produces  on  our  mUi- 
tary  measures  ?  Do  we  not  all  remember 
the  mighty  preparations  made  and  the  ex- 
pense incurred  in  guarcling  against  inva- 
sion^ though  only  a  limited  portion  of  our 
shores  could  possibly  have  been  assailed 
by  the  enemy's  contemptible  flotilla? 
Troops  and  artillery  were  brought  from  all 

Ets  to  that  spot.  What  then  would  have 
D  our  situation,  if  the  whole  extent  of 
our  shores  bad  bee.n  menaced  io  like 
manner  }  If  Buonnpart^  had  a  naval  su* 
periority  and  only  5,000  troops  at  his  dis- 
petal,  on  what  part  of  our  shores  could  we 
aleep  in  safety  ?  Ten  thousand  men,  kept 
in  constant  readiness,  under  an  able  gene- 
iral,  would  excite  more  uneasiness  in  France, 
although  thev  never  put  a  foot  on  the 
ahoret  of  the  enemy,  than  all  the  military 
means  of  England,  disposed  of  as  it  is  at 
present  by  his  Majesty's  ministers.  He 
repeated  that  10,000  troops,  aye  half  that 
nomber  embarked  in  a  squadron  under  a 
naval  officer  of  judgment,  unfettered  by 
orders,  guided  only  by  circumnances,  by 
Ihestateof  thewind,or  by  any  thing  but  by 
hit  Majesty's  ministers,  it  would  be  possi- 
ble [Here  his  lordship  was  interrupted  by 
calU  to  orderr  and  he  was  informed  by  the 
Speaker  that  if  he  persisted  in  his  present 
course  of  argument  he  would  incur  the  dit* 
pleasure  of  the  House.]  I4>rd  Cochrane 
taid  he  merely  wished  to  shew  that  our 
present  expense  was  useless,  which  iveuld 
elearlv  appear  to  the  House  if  they  would 
take  the  trouble  to  inquire  into  the  subject. 
He  considered  the  waste  of  the  public 
money  in  the  way  he  was  proceeding  to 
point  out,  to  be  the  real  cause  of  the  de- 
preciation which  they  were  discussing. 
He  had  no  motive  in  view,  but  the  interest 
of  bit  country.  •  His  standing  in  the  navy 
rendered  it  impossible  that  he  could  have 
a  view  to/ be  employed  in  the  manner  he 
had  pointed  out.  He  declared  before 
God  and  npon  hit  honour  that  if  the  gentle* 
men  opposite  who  had  called  him  to  order 
believeo  that  he  had  any  private  object  to 
serve,  they  were  mittaken. 

At  he  wat  not  allowed  to  proceed  on  a 
aobiect  which,  if  not  strictly  connected 
with  the  present  question,  yet  was  of  im- 
portance to  the  interests  of  the  country,  he 
gave  notice  Ibal  he  would  take  an  early 
opportonsty  to  call  the  attention  of  the 


House  to  the  %vay  in  which-  the  war  had 
been  conducted.  He  should  then  be  pre- 
pared, he  thought,  to  shew  that  the  depre« 
ciation  of  the  paper  and  the  deficiency  of 
coin  bad  their  origin  in  those  causes  which 
be  had  been  prevented  from  noticing  more 
fully — to  wit,  tlie  profligate  way  in 
which^ministers  waste  the  resources  of  this 
country. 

Mr.  fV,  Taylor  was  of  opinion  that  the 
present  measure,  if  not  a  core,  would  be 
found  the  best  palliative  that  could  be  ap- 
plied to  the  existing  evil.  This  was  not- 
denied  even  by  those  who  were  loudest  in 
asserting  the  depreciation  of  the  Bank 
note^  and  he  should  therefore  vote  for  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  Herbert  consiidered  the  Bill  as  likely 
to  be  much  more  dangerous  in  its  eilects, 
than  that  practice  which  had  caused  it  to 
be  introduced,  and  which  had  been  spoken 
of  as  tending  to  destroy  all  the  bonds  of 
cif  ilized  society.  After  some  observations 
on  its  probable  effects  on  the  country 
banks,  he  concluded  with  observing,  if 
they  were  obliged  to  pay  in  cash,  instead  of 
its  being  a  disadvantage  to  this  country,  it 
would  be  the  means  of  keepitig  within  it 
the  money  which  was  now  sent  to  France 
for  her  produce,  and  he  was  convinced 
that  France  would  be  obliged  to  send  her 
produce  here,  and  take  our  manufactures 
in  exchange. 

Mr.  JP.  /Ifoeiieetid  he  should  detain  the 
House  but  for  a  short  while  upon  some 
points  which  did  not  appear  to  him  to 
liave  been  touched  upon  before,  and  if,, 
when  he  came  to  those  points,  the  House 
disapproved  of  his  proceeding,  he  would 
sit  down.  In  bis  opinion  this  question 
should .  have  been  left  untouched  by  the 
House,  whether  the  paper  was  depreciated 
or  not,  while  the  public  did  not  murmnr. 
He  regretted  much  that  his  right  hon. 
friend  next  him  (Mr.  Sheridan)  did  not 
take  up  the  tnbjedt,  as  he  would  much  r»» 
ther  have  attended  to  him  than  undertaken 
the  teak  himtelf.  The  Restriction  Bill  in 
1797,  like  the  present  Bill,  wat  declared 
to  be  temporary ;  but  how  many  tempo- 
rary HMaturet  had,  in  the  most  insidioue 
manner,  been  converted  into  perpetoal 
meanret?  It  had  been  renewed  from  time 
to  time,  till  we  had  got  the  pretent  lengthy 
and  till  we  did  not  know  how  to  torn  our* 
selves.  He  hoped  the  House  would  in- 
dulge lilm  till  be  traced  the  ttept  by 
which  the  country  had  got  into  the  pre* 
tent  difficultiet.  He  then  went  into  a  his- 
tory of  the  tereril  renewalt  of  the  Settric* 
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tioQ  Bill.  The  Bank,  hcmever^  had  come 
forward*  and  stated  their  willingness  to 
have  the  Restriction  Act  repealed.  This 
was  stated  in  a  report  to  the  House,  which 
was  presented  by  an  hon.  gentleman  of 
the  name  of  Bragge ;  and  be  remembered 
it  had  been  said  then  by  a  right  hon.  friend 
behind  him  (Mr.  Sheridan)  on  the  propo- 
sal of  the  Bank  not  being  agreed  to,  that 
Brag  was  a  good  dog,  but  Holdfast  was  a 
better.  He  said  there  had  been  a  system 
of  fraud  practised  on'  the  public  mind 
ever, since  1793,  not  by  any  particular  ad- 
ministration, but  by  all  administrations. 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  Htt 
millions  of  specie  were  to  be  found  at  pre- 
sent in  this  country  ;  it  was  nonsense  to 
talk  of  the  ship- loads  of  gold  sent  off  to 
the  continent. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  adverting  to  the  mention 
made  by  his  hon.  friend  of  a  foolish  joke 
which  he  had  used  when  the  Restriction 
passed,  obser? ed,  that  the  joke  had  been 
remembered  better  than  the  application. 
The  Committee  for  investigating  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Bank,  with  Mr.  Bragge  at  its 
head,  Reported  the  willingness  of  the  Bank 
to  pay  in  cash,  if  political  chrcumstances 
wooid  allow  it.  Upon  which,  Mr.  Pitt 
applauded  the  Committee  and  the  Bank, 
but  said  that  political  circumstances  would 
not  permit  the  resumption  ;  and  it  was  on 
that  occasion  he  had  said,  that  Brag  was  a 
good  dog,  but  Holdfast  was  a  better :  not, 
however,  approving  the  conduct  of  Hold- 
fast, bat  quite  the  contrary.  His  honour* 
able  irtend,  who  had  made  such  an  able 
speech,  had  expressed  his  wish  that  the 
House  should  hear  him  (Mr.  Sheridan) ; 
this  was  somewhat  surprising,  because  his 
honourable  firiend  knew  that  he  differed 
horn  hhn  totally  in  opinion.  Before  he 
covM  be  convinced  that  parliament  ought 
not  to  interfere  on  the  present  occation,  i 
lie  must  also  be  persuaded  that  a  change 
ef  system  would  not  put  tfo  end  to  the 
nnins  of  supporting  the  greM  contest  in 
which  we  were  encaged,  nor  dittorh  the 
#kole  conrnerdaT  arren^enenM  of  the 
country.  Could  any  thing  be  more  Qn<> 
jnst  Umn  to  compel  the  pubhe  creditor  to 
lake  Bank  notes,  end  yet  leave  it  in  the 
power  of  others  to  reKis^  them  in  payment 
from  him^  He,  htaself,  hed  fbr  fear 
years  encountered  Mr.  Pitt,  and  proposed 
lesolotions  as  to  the  state  d*  oor  finances, 
in  which  he  had  been  followed  by  others. 
Upon  these,  Mr.  Pitt  had  been  in  the  hn> 
Int  of  pfopeeing  nnendmeats^  The  greet 
4iibreiu:e  between  tbeu  wwi  ml  la  the 


GM  Cam  dni  Mmk  I^  BUL 


[ 


expenditure  which  woold  be  neces^MT  ^ 
time  of  peace,  he  contending  that  it  moeft 
be  17  millions,  while  Mr.  Pitt  affirmed 
that  15f  millions  would  be  sufficient. 
Every  one  would  have  thooght  it  extravm-' 
gant  to  suppose  that  the  country  coo  Id 
support  an  income  much  beyond  tbn 
highest  of  these  syms,  yet  now  the  coon« 
try  ^pported  an  expenditure  of  7Q-aiil« 
lions,  without  the  slightest  symptom  of  se* 
vere  injury.  No  one  in  walking  thn 
streets  of  this  metropolis  could  suppose 
that  its  wealth  and  luxury  had  decreased  ; 
though  he  lamented  the  distresses  of  the 
manufacturers  and  others,  arising  from*  n 
different  cause.  This  had  taught  him  not 
to  be  so  confident  with  regard  to  financial 
predictions;  and  he  was  amased  at  the 
warmth  with  which  both  sides,  witbonc 
much  personal  interest  in  the  question, 
supported  their  several  opinions,  and  with- 
what  confidence  each  side  asserted  thnt  is 
was  in  the  right.  But  party-feeling  bed 
run  high  on  this  subject  (Hear!  hear! 
from  both  sides).  If  he  bad  warned  a 
proof  that  he  was  correct  in  what  be  had 
stated,  he  had  it  now  (A  laugh).  £rery- 
one  was  full  of  his  own  theory.  If  the  no* 
ble  lord  whose  conduct  was  said  to  bnve 
given  rise  to  this  Bill,  had  not  writiew  v 
book  on  the  subject,  he  never  would  hnver 
thought  of  distraining.  The  present  Atl^ 
he  believed,  did  no  more  than  whel  wae 
just  and  proper  under  the  present  circnes- 
stances.  He  hoped  yet  to  see  the  day 
when  the  difficulty  would  be  done  away, 
and  the  Bank  enabled  to  re;iame  pey- 
ments  in  cash ;  but  that  must  be  under 
different  circumstances.  He  cooM  not 
risk  the  measure  of  fixing  a  tine  for  the 
resumption  and  altering  the  system  in  oor 
actual  situation.  Bot  even  the  diseppeer« 
ance  of  gold  was  a  proof  of  the  great  ciedii 
of  the  country.  In  other  coantrics  ihey 
must  have  gold  because  the  public  eredtt 
was  small.  Upon  the  whole,  he  thooght 
it  too  perilous  to  aiter  the  system  at  pre* 
sent,  when  the  fate,  not  only  of  this  coui>« 
trj,  but  of  Europe  and  mankind  wns  at 
stake. 

^ir  FmnctM  Burden  was  convinced  the 
bill  prooee<ied  on  the  erroneoes  nodew 
held  out  by  a  noble  lord  in  anoiher  ptacOi 
that  any  thing  woold  answer  for  a  nien« 
sure  of  value  as  well  es  gold.  Bet  what 
rendered  gold  peculiarly  fit  to  be  t  Men* 
sure  of  valoe,  was  its  intrinsie  veleeine** 
change  among  all  nations,  and  to  pfntaMl 
by  any  act  df  pariknient  to  make  m  tinng 
of  no  imrinde  ? ahio>  OfoaUy  ooeepteUo 
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with  goldi  or  pafier  coMfortible  into  gold» 
WIS  one  of  ihe  Tainett  notions  that  ever 
entered  into  the  head  of  man.  The  mis- 
chief did  not  atiae  from  lord  King,  but 
Irom  the  excenive  i«oe  of  paper.  Bank 
notes  had  been  issued,  not  according  to 
the  wants  of  commerce,  but  the  wants  of 
government.  This  bill  woold  be  no  re* 
lief.  There  could  be  no  remedy  while 
the  present  lavish  expenditure  was  con- 
tinued, because  the  bank  could  not  dimi* 
nish  its  iasoes.  Gold  could  not  be  kept  in 
the  country  in  such  a  state  of  things— and 
if  it  could,  it  woold  be  of  no  use,  for  it 
would  only  operate  like  so  much  addi* 
taonal  paper.  It  was  a  good  enough  argu- 
ment, certainly,  that  ti^  landlord  should 
bo  deprived  of  the  power  of  seisore  in  the 
first  instance;  but  the  bill  went  to  inter- 
ftre  with  private  property,  and  to  violate 
all  contracts,  while  it  most  be  perfectly 
nugatory  as  an  expedient  to  arrest  the  de- 
preciation. Boi  his  chief  object  in  rising, 
was  to  say  a  few  words  with  regard  to  the 
case  of  lord  King.  That  noble  lord  had, 
Irom  the  beginning,  ability  and  integrity 
enough  to  endeavour  to  point  out  the  mis- 
chief which  would  result  from  this  sys- 
tem, and  to  attempt  to  stop  its  progress. 
Seeing  no  end,  however,  to  the  destructive 
course  pursued  by  the  government,  he 
thought  himself  justified  in  saving  his  own 
property,  which  he  had  derived  from  no 
large  salaries  nor  public  plunder  of  any 
kind.  The  government  now,  however, 
was  resolved  to  take  the  managemont  of 
his  estate  oat  of  his  hands,  and  therefore 
supported  this  bill.  With  regard  to  the 
assertions  of  the  bank  directors,  that  they 
had  but  a  small  interest  in  the  bank,  he 
was  sorry  for  it;  he  had  rather  their 
whole  property  had  been  in  the  bank. 
Their  command  of  money  from  their  situa- 
tion, would  give  tliem  a  very  undue  in- 
fiuence  over  whatever  other  oonccrns  they 
might  be  engaged  in.  His  suspicions  of 
them,  therefore,  were  rather  increased 
than  dimmishcd.  The  government  and 
the  bank  had  now  become  partners— the 
ministers  acoommodated  the  merchants 
with  exchequer  bills,  and  the  merchants 
accommodated  the  government  with  loans, 
so  that  among  them  the  whole  had  been 
converted  into  accommodation  paper.  The 
bon.  baronet  then  ridiculed  the  notion  of 
the  treasurer  of  the  navy,  that  the  loss  of 
cor  gold  proceeded  from  the  state  of  our 
oommefce,  of  the  exchanges,  and  of  the 
continent.  It  was  impossible  to  believe 
4his»^HMtt  wasMTotlMtr  connislesin  onr 


situation^  with  plenty  of  gold.  The  whole 
of  this  difficulty  had  been  distinctly  ibrr* 
told  long  ago,  by  writers  on  this  subject^ 
who  were  called  specolatists,  beoausc 
they  happened  to  see  farther  than  their 
antagonists,  and  had  ^eyes  with  sneailn»> 
tion  in  them.  It  had  been  foretold  that 
our  system  would  go  on  more  slowly 
than  that  of  other  nations,  because  they 
issued  to  the  amount  of  all  their  cspitaK 
But  we  were  in  the  same  road/  and  hod 
gone  too  for,  perhaps,  to  recede*  Instead 
of  temporary  expedients,  the  ministers 
ought  to  look  the  evil  in  the  face,  and 
adopt  some  fix«d  plan  of  proceeding. 
Their  maxim,  however,  was  *'  sufficient  for 
the  day  is  the  evil  thereof,"  and  indeed,  it 
was  of  no  great  consequence,  for  tiM  sya* 
tern  must  go  on  till  it  extinguished  iteeff. 

Mr.  A.  Baring,  in  reply  to  the  ohserva^ 
tion  of  the  hon.  baronet,  said  that  the 
bank  directors  certainly  made  no  corrupt 
use  of  their  influence,  nor  could  they, 
without  injuring  their  character  in  society. 
If  the  hon.  ^baronet  had  any  charge  lo 
make  against  them,  it  would  be  more 
manly  and  candid  to  do  it  directly,  than 
to  deal  in  suspicions  and  insinuations. 
He  agreed  with  ihe  member  for  York- 
shire, that  this  Mil  was  a  palliative,  and 
not  a  care  for  the  disease.  The  only  euro 
was  to  reduce  the  expenditure^  which 
would  enable  the  bank  to  redace  their  is* 
sues.    Another  remedy,  though  an  un« 

Calalable  one,  was  further  taxatioo,  to 
ring  the  receipts  and  expenditure  ntaver 
a  level,  instead  of  going  on  continually 
with  a  system  of  loans.  Adverting  to  tho 
plan  suggested  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
gent.  (Mr.  Broughtam)  of  catling  off  a  third 
of  the  debt,  and  putting  an  end  to  a  part 
of  the  dividends,  he  observed  that  this 
might  answer  very  well,  if  the  landhoklsra 
and  others  were  to  contribute  in  equal  pro> 
portion.  But  this  was  too  violent  an  ex* 
pedienft,  and  could  not  safely  bo  resorted 
to.  He  saw  no  ground  for  the  despond- 
ency with  which  some  gentlemen  ap* 
peered  to  regard  our  financial  situation. 
If  the  supplies  and  expendiiure  were 
equalised,  the  operation  of  the  sinking 
fond  would  free  us  from  our  embarrass- 
ments :  and  ho  suggested  that  some  taxes 
woold  bear  augmenutions,  since  by  tho 
depreciation  they  were  aot  now  fMiid  at 
so  high  a  rate  as  they  were  ihreo  years 
ago.  When  at  was  considered  that  tho 
funding  system  was  one  of  which  the  ei^ 
ficacy  depended  upon  intervals  of  peaco« 
Ottd  thoft  wo  had  boon  at  war  for  tho  last 
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18  yean,  |t  was  sarprisiog  that  the  conn* 
try  supported  its  exertions  so  well.  No 
one  who  travelled  through  the  coantry 
could  believe  that  it  had  been  reduced  by 
Its  efforts.  On  the  contrary,  he  would 
rather  be  apt  to  say,  that  in  the  last  20 
years  it  had  flourished  more  than  at  any 
other  period.  For  the  present  he  thought 
that  bank  notes  ought  at  once  to  be  made  a 
legal  tender ;  and  he  would  himself  have 
proposed  this,  had  he  not  been  sensible 
that  some  previous  steps  ought  to  be  taken 
to  secure  public  confidence  in  these  notes. 
This,  he  thought,  might  easily  be  done, 
though  perhaps  it  waA  too  late  to  attempt 
it  in  the  present  session. 

Sir  S.  Ramillif  hoped  the  House  would 
indulge  him  for  a  hw  moments  while  be 
Aated  the  reasons  that  induced  him  to 
vote  against  this  bill;  and   he  rose  thus 
late  because  lie  had  been  anxious  before 
he  spoke,  to  hear  the  opinions  of  some 
other  members  of  his  profession,  especially 
those    connected    with   the   government, 
upon  a  subject  so  important — a  bill  de- 
serving their  attention  more  than  any  that 
had  passed  that  session,     it  was  tuiexpost 
facto  law,  altering  the  state  of  all  contracts 
that  had   been   previously  entered   in*o. 
The  necessities  of  the  state  might  possibly 
require  this,  but  such  was  its  ctfect ;  and 
that  it  particularly  deserved  the  attention 
-oC  lawyers  no  one  could  deny.    The  hon. 
gentleman  on  the  floor  (Mr.  BankesJ  had 
expressed  a  hope— -a  hope  which  had  been 
■adly  disappointed— that  it  would  be  dis- 
tinctly stated  how  the  law  stood  at  pre- 
•ent  before  an  alteration  was  made  in  it. 
Nothing  could  be  worse  than  leaving  men 
in  doubt  of  what  the  law  was,  and  leaving 
the  matter  entirely  to  the  discretion  of 
the  judges.    He  had  heard  such  language 
'on  this  head  as  filled  him  with  astonish- 
ment.    One  of  the  bank  directors  had 
•aid  that  the  law  would  be  too  strong  for 
those  who  attempted  to  demand  payments 
in  gold,  and  a  noble  lord  (Castlereagh) 
had   expressed   his    confidence  that  the 
energy  of  the  judges  would  prevent  the 
iuccess  of  any  such  attempts  [Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh signified  that  the  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman  was  mistaken.]     If  he 
had  mistaken  the  noble  lord,  he  should  be 
better  pleased  to  apologize  for  it  than  to 
have  to  answer  such  an  argumenL    It  was 
their  duty  to  make  prominent  the  defects 
of  the  measure,  that  it  might  be  explained 
ftod  corrected  by  the  legislature,  instead  of 
leaving  it  to  subordinate  public  officers  to 
alter  the  law  by  tome  new  practice.    No* 
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thing  was  more  to  be  deplored  than  ancfa 
a  mode  of  proceeding.     It  was  extremely 
desirable  that  they  should  ascertain  what 
the  la^  actually  was,  before  it  should  be- 
altered,  and  shew  the  'Way  in  which   it 
would  operate,  as  there  might  be  many 
cases  subject  to  it  which  the  support  era 
of  this  measure  never  had  in  theic  contem- 
plation.    Leaving  the  financial   part  of 
the  question  to  others,  he  should  confine 
himself  to  the  legal  part  of  it.     He  under- 
stood the  law  at  present,  to  be,  that  if  any 
one  was  arrested  and  tendered  the  amount 
in  bank  notes,  he  was  immediatelv  entitled 
to  his  discharge.    This  was  wise,  for  be 
thought,  or  at  least  it  was  an  opinion  that 
might  very  well  be  entertained,  that  no 
one  ought  to  be  arrested  at  all  on  mesne 
process.     It  was  a  thing  peculiar  to  oar 
law,  and  no  doubt  was  often  converted 
into  an   engine  of  oppression.     Persons 
swore  to   their  debts,  arrested  their  al- 
ledged  debtors,  who  in  many  instances 
might  find  it  difficult  speedily  to  procure 
bail,  when  it  often  turned  out  on  the  trial 
of  the  action,  that  there  was  no  debt,  at 
all,  or  at  least  that  the  debt  was  trifling. 
But  at  any  rate  it  was  wise  to  free  the 
person   from  arrest,  upon  the  tender  of 
bank  notes,  when  gold  perhaps  could  not 
suddenly  be  procured.    But  if  the  creditor 
had  a  judgment,  he  could  compel  the  debtor 
to  pay  in  gold.    There  could,- he  appre- 
hended, be  no  doubt  on  that  subject.    If  be 
were  to  levy  from  the  goods  of  his  debtor, 
he  must  sell  them  himself,  and  the  sherifl' 
probably  could  get  nothing  except  bank- 
notes.    But    he    would    not   take    that 
course ;   he  would  proceed    against  the 
person ;  and  what  judge  cpuld   prevent 
him  from  taking  his  legal  remedy  ?  He 
might  shot  up  his  debtor  in  gaol,  perbap 
for  the  remainder  of  bis  life,  unless  the 
legislature  were  to  adopt  one  of  those 
violent  measures  which  they  had  lately 
been  in  the  habit  of  resorting  to;    be 
meant  an  Insolvency  BilL    The  only  re- 
source of  a  prisoner  in  this  situation  was 
to  send  a,  larger  amount  of  Bank-notes 
into  the  market  to  purchase  gold.    This 
was  hard,  but  it  was  a  great  deal  harder  to 
force  the  debtor  to  remain  in  confinement 
by  forbiddinsbim  to  purchase  that  which 
was    necessary  for   his  liberation.    Yet 
such  would  be  the  effect  of  this  bill.    The 
debtor  had  but  one  resource,  .and  of  this 
they  were  about  to  deprive  him ;  and  that 
too  by  a  law  purporting  to  be  passed  in 
favour  of  debtors,    ^e.waa  far  from  say- 
ing  that  the  law  .was  good  as  italood ;  but 
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in  order  to  be  consiBtent,  his  right  hon. 
friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
ought  to  make  Bank  notes  at  once  a 
le^  tender.— 'By  this  law,  in  all  cases 
where  the  creditor  had  the  power  of  dis- 
training, that  power  was  taken  from  him» 
if  a  tender  was  made  in  Bank-notes.  Now, 
this  remedy  of  distress  was  the  last  which 
«ny  person*  desirous  of  payment  in  gold 
would  resort  to.  He  would  haire  recourse 
to  his  action  of  covenant,  or  to  an 
ejectment.  If  he  distrained,  he  would 
hare  to  sell  the  distress,  a(nd  probably 
coold  only  .get  Bank  notes,  which  would 
•not  answer  his  purpose.  The  effect  of 
this  bill,  therefore,  would  be  to  relieve  the 
debtor  from  that  hardship  only,  to  which, 
of  all  others,  he  was  the  least  liable  to  be 
subjected  !  Many  had  old  rent  charges, 
and  how  would  they  be  affected  by  this 
alteration  in  the  law  ?  A  man  with  an  es- 
tate of  1,000/.  a  year,  has  three  sons;  he 
devises  the  estate  to  the  elder,  withji  rent 
charge  of  200/.  a  year  to  each  of  the 
other  two  sons.  The  estate  of  the  elder 
increases  three*fold  in  value ;  and  it 
would  surely  be  worth  more  consideration 
than  appeared  to  have  been  given  to  this 
Bill,  whether  the  other  sons  shoold  be 
compelled  to  take  payment  in  Bank  notes! 
A  ca»e  had  been  brought  under  his  own 
observation,  where  a  man,  twenty  years 
Hgo,  made  a  lease  of  twenty  one  years, 
with  an  option  to  the  lessee  to  purchsse 
the  estate  before  the  end  of  the  term  for 
UfiOoi.  The  lessee  had  Uken  advantage 
of  this  option  to  purchase  ;  and  was  it  so 
clear  that  the  payment  ought  to  be  in 
Bank  notes  ?  He  would  aik  whether  the 
•ministers  themselves,  when  the  bill  was 
propofied  by  tlie  noble  •  lord  who  intro- 
duced it,  had  not  doubts  whether  they 
•honid  support  it ;  whether  they  had  not 
held  consultations  on  the  subject  in  the 
House,  while  the  debate  was  going  on  ? 
When  lie  attempted  to  procure  an  altera- 
tion in  the  law,  he  had  been  reproached 
for  not  having  consulted  the  Judges; 
when  he  had  introduced  a  Bill  for  ren- 
dering freehold  estates  liable,  in  the  hands 
of  the  heir,  to  simple  contract  debts,  all 
•aortoof  cases  were  put  to  him,  with  the 
utmost  ingenuity,  to  shew  the  inconve- 
nience of  such  an  innovation  ;  and  yet, 
bare  wu  an  innovation  in  the  law,  to 
make  the  existing  contract  dififerent  from 
the  contract  entered  into  !  This  was  of  all 
others  a  case  where  the  judges  ought  to 
bave  been  ooosolted.  In  point  of  equity, 
old  and  sew  contracts  aordy  stood  on  a 

8 


July  ID,  1811. 


[IIW 


very  dlfbrent  footing ;  yet  this  Bill 
brought  them  all  to  a  level,  and  disposed  of 
them  in  the  same  way  1  And  why  war 
this  made  a  temporary  measure  ?  Was  it 
to  leave  people  in  doubt  what  the  law  was; 
to  produce  uncertainty  and  confu;(ion,  and 
hold  up  a  threat  to  the  creditor,  that  if  he 
dared  have  recourse  to  his  legal  remedy, 
parliament  would  alter  the  law  for  him  ? 
He  really  wished  to  be  informed  what 
the  real  object  was.  W^ithout  more  in- 
formation on  the  subject  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  alter  the  law  and  change  the  state 
of  all  existing  contracts.  Even  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Bill  appeared  to  do  it  with 
very  diOerent  views.  One  supported  it 
because  it  must  be  followed  by  making 
Bank-notes  a  legal  tender ;  another  be« 
caiuae  it  avoided  the  le^al  tender.  Ha 
really  thought  that  ministers  had  acted 
very  precipitately  in  this  instance,  and 
that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  party  feel-  • 
ing  in  the  measure.  (Mr.  Perceval  smil- 
ed.) The  right  hon.  gentleman  laughed 
at  that  Now  he  had  condemned  tho 
conduct  of  lord  King,  and  said  that  it  was 
because  the  noble  lord  had  been  supported 
by  a  gceat  many  others,  that  he  brought 
forward  this  measure.  If,  then,  his  prin- 
cipal motive  was  not  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  inveighing  against  lord  King— 
and  those  who  bad  supported  him,  he  wuh* 
ed  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  explain  how 
far  this  Bill  would  operate  to  prevent  th« 
evil ;  to  prevent  the  hardship  on  the 
debtor,  when  the  only  efiect  would  be  to 
take  out  of  the  hands  of  the  creditor  that 
remedy  only,  which,  of  all  others,  he  wal 
least  likely  to  employ.  • 

Lord  Coitkreagk,  having  been  alluded 
to  by  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman, 
^gg^  ^  s^^  ^bat  was  the  purport  of 
his  opinion,  namely,  that  the  House  was 
called  on  to'  see  that  efiectual  protection 
was  provided  both  for  the  person  and  the 
property  of  tenants.  He  had  declared  it 
to  be  his  opinion,  that  It  was  better  in 
such  a  case  to  rely  on  a  moral  than  a  legal 
sense  of  duty ;  that  had  been  found  an 
efiectual  protection  for  1 4  years,  and  lord 
King,  for  reasons  best  known  to  himself, 
and  into  the  propriety  or  grounds  of 
which  he  had  no  right  to  inquire,  had 
been  the  first  to  make  an  infraction  on 
this  moral  law.  This  had  imposed  on  the 
House  the  painful  duty  it  was  now  in  the 
course  of  discharging ;  and  he  only 
hoped  that  the  remedy  adopted  would  be 
effectual. 

'Mr.  lYenwy  rose  amidst  a  strong  cry  of 
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CteestMii,  qaesticm.  Coosidnrtng  the  rank 
tmd-tfbaiion  in  -biM  profession  of  bia  hon*  and 
Icartitd  friend  who  trad  just  spoke<on  tttat 
tide  ^f  the  Uottse,  he  expected  to  have 
lieard  his  arguoicnis  ^t  least  attempted  to 
be  :  met  by  the  legal  gentleman  on  the 
other  side,  who  was  abo  at  the  head  of  his 
pnofesscoHi  There  nmstbe  some  mistake, 
lie  was  oonvinceil,  aiid  that  hon.  and 
learned  geut.  could  not  be  aware  of  the 
oallof .the  House  on  btm,  to  rise  and  an- 
ewer  liis  hon.  and  learned  friend  (Question, 
i|iiestionl).  Since  the  Attorney -General 
wmldskot  speak,  that  was  no  reason  iirby 
he  (Mr.  Tierney)  should  not  be  allowed  to 
apeak,  if  ^any  hon.  gent  who  was  un* 
williog  to  hear  him  had  an  engagement 
ttutofdoon,  he  had  better  attend  it»  be- 
cause, if  he  did  remain,  heshoaki  bear  him. 
He  had  inteodod  to  take  an  enlarged  view 
i»f  fchepreaant  measure,  bat  at  the  »lvanced 
boar  of  the  night,  and  in  the  present 
imroonr  of  the  House,  k»  did  nob  think  it 
necesaaryiO' persevere  in  that  resolution. 
He  AhI  not  kxiow,  that  beimg  the  case, 
whether  h&  abouldhave  spoken  at  all,  had 
iSnet'^een  for  the  extraordinary  speech 
0f<ihu  ri^ht  .iioa.  friend  near  biro,  (Mr. 
SberidaA)  who  had  takeita  differesit  view 
^4hit  aubject  from  what  he  had  formerly 
heen: accustomed  so  bo^  His  right  hon. 
fmaiid  surely  had  not  looked  at  the  bill  at 
•U.  The  only  part  of  the  measure  of 
arhtoh  he  seemed  to  talk  with  approbation 
«ras  the  claMseio  preventdisiress  against 
aenants,  and  tf^at  was  not  a  provision  which 
svas  ortipioiily  in  the  Bill.  Lord  King's 
Ittaer.tohia  tenants^  and  the  opposition  to 
the  bill  by  noble  persons  to  another  House, 
snUitwhra  his  right  hon.  friend  was  ac- 
ntnmnd  io  think  on  most  pubUc  topics^ 
flperfttho  priocipai  mducements  to  the  pre- 
•cot  l>iU;' bat,  he  was  sore  his  rt^ht  hen. 
firioDdwas  not  aware  of  this.  But  his  right 
httn.  linead  thought  it  bia  duty  tp  support 
diia  hill,  beoaase  he  sappoaed  that  it  was 
flieast  to  snake  the  Bask  roaume  their 
|M]l»oieaUidn  caah.  Mo  such  •  word  hod 
^iehf^m  a  single  momber  on  that  aide 
of^hetHouae;  bat  he  was  aarprised  to 
Snii  ahis  adduced  as  a  gromid  for  hia  opi- 
SMOB  so  night,,  by  his  right  hon.  friend, 
aaho  had  lately  beea<one  of  theanost  aa»-> 
ious  ia  that  House  for  declaiiog  ithat  she 
Bank  ihoold  reaunie  Iheir  paysBcats  in 
'Oaah.  He  observed,  however,  afaat  his 
right  boo.  friond  did  brat  when  ho  caanoat 
raithar  a  bte  hour.  Than,  though  :  ho 
jnight  not  have  heard  much  of  tho  argii^ 
«ao^  ho  oaonaolf ^Qia*  ng/bM^ibakmu 


feo^aay,  with  bis  friends ;  but.s^foon  he  came 
at. an  early  hour,  though  he  might  apeak, 
he  was  apt,  at  times,  to  take  the  wrong 
side.  His  right  lion,  friend  had  caotiioiiea 
thetn  against  trusting  to  prophecies,  as  he 
had  failed  in  a  great  mimber.  [Mr.  She- 
ridan said,  no,  be  had  not  failed.]  Then 
he  had  succeeded.  He  tbenproooaded  to 
noticcT  certain  predictions  as  to  the  oouse* 
qoencea  likely  to  result  to  the  country  from 
diffisrent  measures,  as  they  arose,  suid  in- 
ferred that  the  greater  part  of  them  were 
accomplished,  in  the  preseot  distresaed 
state  of  the  credit  of  the  country.  No  per- 
soti  bad  a  higher  opinion  of  the  individoala 
connected  with  the  bank,  than  he  had ; 
but  as  a  body>  he  did  not  think  they  did 
their  doty.  They  were  to  take  care  of 
the  public  credit,  and  «to  binder  it  from 
being  unhinged  ;  hot  to  this  he  thought 
they  had  not  atSeaded.  NoUling,4oo,  inhia 
opinion/ could  justify  them  incontinoing 
the  restriction  beyond  what  the  public 
exigency  required;  yet  here  the  Houae 
had  been  debating  a  Bill  of  the  nature  of 
the  present,  with  the  greatest  avidity,  for 
weeka«  and  the  Bank  of  England,  as  a 
body,  had  not  given  it  a  moment's  consi- 
deration, nor  did  it  appear  at  that  time 
what  their  opinioa  was.  Of  the  indivklual 
directors  who  were  members  of  that 
Housci  one  supported  the  bill  becaoae  it 
led  to  the  enacting  of  a  legal  tender ;  and 
the  other  supported  it  because  it  had  ex- 
actly a  contrary  efiect.  He  was  sorry  to 
see  an  hon.  member  (Mr.  Baring)  whose 
opinion  on  every  subject  of  the  kind  waa 
entitled  to  the  highcat  respect,  go  oot  of 
his  way  to  defend  the  principle  of  legal 
tender.  It  was  something  aohocrank  to 
the  ear.  The  very  idea  of  compohKiry 
paper  was  dreadful;  particularly »  too, 
when  it  sraa  not  our  own  paper«  but  papor 
of  which  we  did  not  know  tho  value.  Ho 
did  agree  with  that  hon^  gent.  diaS  there 
was  no  room  lor  despair.  Ha  might  aae 
Ihinga  in  a  gloomy  point  «f  viow.  He 
agreed  that  the  resources  of  the  coontrjr 
might  atiU  be  ao  laid  out  as  to  protect  and 
aocore  her  best  interests;  hot  to  onsure 
aucoem  the  eonntry  must  submit  .to.  great 
privations.  Wtien  the  whole  heart's  core 
of  Encland  was  safe*  there  could  be  no 
ground  for  despair ;  and  for  that  very  rear 
aon  ho  waa  a^inat  tho.  present  bill ;  for* 
if  itwofo  passed,  oar  soundnoss  firom  that 
moment  was  to  ho  queatiooed.  Nevor 
had  such  aatUj  wnneaoing  piaca  of  paper 
jwodswod  somooh  dkomsioa*  >Astoaha 
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lioa  lo  i|«  if  it  kail  bean  intradaced  into 
tey  ttker  bill  io  itielf  dtterrkig  of  being 
passed.  The  clatise  as  to  guineas  was  of 
ao  «e.  Thare  was  siotbiog  lo  binder  an  j 
mas  wbo  bad  bags  Ml  of  geld  to  aend 
them  to  Dublin,  and  sell  them  tbare  for  as 
■naiiy  Aoles  asibey  woold  bring,  and  that 
ftnlr  as  ^le  esf  eaoe  of  sawttog  ibem  t4i 
IlnbliB.  As  40  tbe  elaase  nsgardiog  the 
(rabsa  af  notes,  be  ooald  not  see  the  mo- 
«f  coBPi|ieHnig  a  man  wbo  migbt 
let  a  leaae  far  21  years^  and  have 
OBvatoaatad  to  seti  biscsUta  at  tlie  end  of 
abas  period,  at  a  aiipalatad  price,  to  com- 

ete  the  bargain  and  uke  the  price  in 
ik  notes*  though  they  might  in  the 
aseai  tiaw  have  been  depredated  to  no- 
abiag.    One  might  as  laeU  pass  a  law  de- 
claring that  a  man  must  make  a  free  gift 
tit  baa  property.    The  longer  be  argued 
$km  case  the  mei^  be  was  induced  to  say, 
4haS  is  meat  briag  flnatters  io  a  l^gai  ten- 
der at  last.      He  imfrfosed  the  House, 
^ktmtur^  to  bsfitate  bdare  it  pasaad  a 
Ul  -whkh  waa  of  no  uee^and  must  do  in- 
jury.   If  a  legal  tetider  was  necessary, 
^by  not  pasB  such  a  bill  at  onoe  ?  But  if  we 
^tve  n  asonths  neiice  of  our  intention  to 
4t  aa^ams  timra  ananwbo  wotdd  not  spend 
^te  sime  ns  seeing  how  ha  was  to  guard 
Uassdtf  against  the  eril  oonse^nences  of 
•neb  A  measure*  by  the  species  of  property 
in  which  he  sbould  lay  oat  hb  funda  ? 
There  was  a  prijndioe  in  favour  of  guineas 
.^mr  BssJc  notasi  and  the  present  measare, 
under  paetenoe  of  supporting  Bank  solas, 
avaa  bffooght  io,  the  direct  tendency  of 
which  must  be  to  injure  public  coniidenoe, 
aial  So  endaaigar;  if  net  destroy,  the  public 
4Dradit  «f  the  country.    This  was  worse, 
aoQ,  as  being  a  taasperary  measure.    The 
^Asac%  of  Spain  aM  Portugal,  and  the 
jMOusiily  of  supporting  the  war  in  theae 
^paanSdes,  was  talked  of.    He  could  not 
canaent  ta  fight  the  battles  of  Spain  or 
iWtngal,  however,  at  the  expence  of  the 
tnui  of  ^k  country.    He  knew  he  should 
ha  told,  the  socceas  of  the  armies  in  Spain 
nod  Portugal  were  the  beat  assurances  of 
'  mresperity  ta  this  country.    He  knew  that, 
nut  bis  firat  duty  was  to  England.    There 
be  some  limit  to  every  thing ;  and 
he  was  asaared  that  the  goTcrn- 
of  thMC  countries  did  as  oMch  for 
dbeir  own  protection  as  we  did  in  their 
sMebce;  and  alao,  unless  be  was  assured 
4faat  the  same  day  which  witnessed  the 
daisat  of  tbb  French  armies  in  Spmn  and 
l^iaogal,  was  not  also  to  see  the  substantial 
«adit  of  England  andaoniwedi  be  eouU 
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not,  hoawfer  well  afibctad  be  might  be 
to  their  cause,  consent  that  the  conieS| 
should  be  persevered  in.  Boonapartii 
had  told  you  that  be  woold  give  credit 
to  the  prosperity  of  our  finances  when  he 
saw  a  Bank  note  as  valuable  and  as  freely 
received  in  payment  as  a  guinea.  The 
right  hen.  Secretary  (Mr.  Byder)  at»- 
imered  •^  Then  we  will  declare  it  so/^ 
We  did  so  months  ago,  but  Bank-notes 
had  not  riaen  in  estimation  in  consequence 
of  this  declaration.  **  Ah,"  the  right  hon. 
Secretary  would  reply,  •*  bat  tbat  was 
only  a  Resolution,  whereas  this  is  an  aot 
of  Parliament  1"  Ministers,  theref!ore,werai 
new  mannted  on  a  reck  of  confidence^ 
bat  with  Buon^wrt^'s  knowledge  on  this 
aubject,  was  there  any  Ching  more  Kkeiy 
to  elate  bis  hopes  than  our  having  recourse 
So  this  step  ?  He  begged  of  the  House  to 
stopi  and  not  lo  pass  a  BiM  which  must 
have  the  effect  .of  endangering  the  credit 
of  the  <Hmnftry,  without  mature  delibe* 
ration. 

Mr.  AwidlBa  denied  that  he  bad  eve^ 
deapaired  of  the  vesouroes  of  the  country. 
With  respect  to  his  vote  on  the  Bullion 
Cemntittee,  that  he  had  given  conscienti- 
ously, but  If  he  had  had  the  good  fortune 
even  to  have  heard  his  right  hon.  friend's 
apeecbes,  be  did  not  think  Uiey  would  have 
•llered  that  vote.  His  right  hon.  friend 
seemed  to  think  that  the  finances  of  the 
country  were  gonei  and  Buonaper^,  there* 
fora,  was  more  generous,  for  he  allowed 
that  they  woum  stand  ten  years.  Hd 
lamented  that  the  House  vras  not  in  a 
CoRMuittee,  lor  than  he  could  have  con- 
futed all  bis  right  ben.  Iriend^sargunieatSi 
which  the  rules  of  the  House  would  net 
permit  him  to  4: 

The  Home^fhen  divided,  for  the  third 
nading. 

Ayes » .•....•.. 9i 

Koes.... I f.30 
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qf  the  Minoriiy, 


Abereromby,  Hon.  J. 
Bardett,  Sir  F. 
Cieevey,  T. 
Cochmoe,Lord 
Eden,  Hon.  G. 
Folkestoae,  Lord 
Howartl>|  H. 
Herbert,  Hon.  W. 
Hampton,  Lord  A. 
Johnstone,  O. 
Msckdoaald^  h 
liloove,  P. 


OssubtoD,  Lord 
Komillj,  Sir  S. 
Sbarpe,B« 
Smith,  W. 

Tiemejr,Ut.Lon.04 
VernoD,  G.  O. 
Taylor,  W. 
Wrotte5ley,H. 

TELLSaf 

firoQghauiiH. 
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Mr.  Brougham's  Rb90lutio!is  aespbct* 
tNG  Bank  Notes  and  Coin.]  Mr.  Brougham 
•aid,  that  before  he  had  been  instructed, 
from  the  authority  of  the  Chair,  that  it 
was  irregular,  he  had  intended  to  move 
his  Resolutions  9h  an  amendihient  to  the 
question  of  the  third  reading  of  the^old 
Cohi  Bill.  In  now  moving  them,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  them  entered  on  the 
Journals,  he  did  it,  not  with  the  object  of 
creuting  a  debate,  although  he  knew  that 
many  gentlemen  near  him  were  not  indis- 
posed for  it,  even  at  that  late  hour  of  the 
night  His  Resolutions  would  contain  a 
censure  on  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  Di- 
rectors, which  he  conceived  they  had  too 
well  merited.  Notwithstanding  the  sneer 
of  an  bon.  Bank  director,  on  a  similar  ob- 
ifervalion  of  bis,  a  sneer  that  seemed  to 
'  meet  with  so  favourable  a  reception  from 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
cheouer.  he  had  to  stale  that  he  still  felt  as 
much  distrust  as  ever  in  power,— -and  not 
only  in  power,  but  also  in  monopoly. 
-Bat  where  power  and  monopoly  were 
united,  and  when  it  was  shewn  that  they 
were  working  together  for  a  common  enJ, 
he  conceived  a  case  was  made  out  suf- 
ficient to  excite  the  jealousy  and  vi- 
gilance of  every  man  who  professed 
or  fell  «  regard  for  the  constitution. 
He  was  the  more  strongly  impressed 
•  with  the  necessity  of  this  censure,  on 
.  hearing,  not  a  little  to  his  surprise,  the 
liigh  tone  lately  assumed  by  an  hon.  Bank 
director,  a  tone  as  little  as  possible  war- 
ranted by  the  conduct  of  that  corporation, 
.of  which  he  was  a  member.  When  he 
beard  it  said  that  the  mere  possession  of 
the  qualifying  sum  of  2,000t  was  not  a 
'  consideration  capable  of  influencing  any 
director  or  proprietor  of  stock  in  the  vote, 
which,  as  a  member  of  parliament,  he 
might  give  on  this  Bill;  and  when  he 
found  that  under  this  language  it  was  de- 
signed to  conceal  that  extensive  interest 
which  was  derived  to  every  trader,  and  to 
every  trading  company  in  the  power  of 
accommodating  others  by  advances;  when 
he  found*  that  it  was  openly  contended  that 
on  »  Bill  which  was  to  sanction  an  un- 
limited issue  of  |)aper  on  the  part  of  a  com- 
mercis^l  company,  that  company  had  no 
direct  interest  in  the  decision  of  the  ques- 
tion, he  felt  a  degree  of  alarm  that 
Strengthened  his  conviction  of  the  pro- 
priety of  his  Resolutions.  When  he  saw, 
too,  that  however  excessive  those  issues, 
the  government  was  ever  prompt  to  lend 
their  support  and  couitfeawiGe-  to  the 
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abuse,  be  conld  have  no  doabt  of  the  juet* 
ness  of  the  censure.  He  would  not  longet 
detain  the  House,  but  move  his  first  Re* 
solution. — The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
then  moved  the  first  of  the  following  set  of 
Resolutions: 

''  1.  That  by  the  law  and  coDStitatjoa 
of  these  realms,  it  is  the  undoubted  right 
of  every  man  to  sell,  or  otherwise  dispose 
of  his  property  for  whatever  he  deems  to 
be  its  value,  or  whatever  consideration  he 
chuses  to  accept.  And  that  every  men 
possessed  of  a  Bank  note,  or  other  aeca^ 
rity  for  the  payment  of  money,  has  an 
undoubted  right  to  give  it  away  for  no* 
thing,  or  in  exchange  for  whatever  sooa 
of  money  he  pleases ;  or  if  he  caniiot  ob- 
tain what  he  demands,  to  retain  possoasion 
of  it. 

"  2.  That  any  statute,  having  for  its 
object  to  restrain  this  right,  would  be  cod* 
trary  (o  the  principles  of  the  British  con- 
stitution, and  a  flagrant  vioUtion  of  the 
most  sacred  rights  of  property,  and  thtf 
ancient  and  inalienable  hberties  of  the 
people. 

^  3.  That  any  statute,  having  for  its 
object  to  prevent  the  Bank,  or  ether  paper 
currency  of  the  country  from  being  ex- 
changed against  the  lawful  money  of  the 
realm  beloir  a  certain  rate,  would,  if  it 
could  be  carried  into  effect,  cause  the 
lawful  money  of  the  realm  to  disappear, 
and  would,  in  proportion  to  its  efficacjr, 
preclude  the  application  of  the  most  ap- 
propriate remedies  for  the  present  de« 
rangement  in  the  circulation  of  the  coon- 
try. 

*'  4.  That  the  free  exchange  of  the  law- 
ful money  of  the  realm  with  the  paper 
currency  on  such  terms  as  the  holders  eC 
each  may  think  proper  to  settle  among 
themselves,  is  not  only  the  undoubted 
right  of  the  subjject,  but  affi>rds  the  best 
means  of  restoring  the  circnlation  of  the 
country  to  its  sound  and  natural  state,  by 
establishing  two  prices  for  all  commodi- 
ties, whensoever  the  one  currency  is  from 
any  causes  depreciated  below  the  other. 

''  5.  That  no  law  whatsoever  can  alter 
the  real  value  of  the  paper  currency  in  re- 
lation to  the  lawful  money  of  the  realn,^ 
nor  alter  the  real  value  of  cither  kind  of 
currency,  in  relation  to  all  other  cbamo* 
dixies;  and  that  any  attempt  lo  fix  the 
rates  at  which  paper  and  coin  shall  pass 
current,  must,  in  proportion  to  its  sneoess, 
interfere  with  the  just  and  legal  execotion 
of  all  contracts  already  existmg,  without 
the  possibility  of  aSbcting  the  terms  npa9 
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which  contracts  thai)  be  made  in  time  to 
come 

"  a.  That  it  ii  the  bounden  daty  of  the 
Commons  l^oose  of  Parliament,  as  the 
gnardiansof  the  rights  of  the  people,  to 
discoontenance  and  resist  a  scheme  which 
has  for  its  immediate  objects  the  establish- 
mtniofamaximom  in  the  money  trade 
of  the  realm,  and  the  dissolution  of  the 
pbligRtions  already  contracted  by  nume- 
rous classes  6i  th^  community,  but  which 
has  for  its  groundwork  principles  leading 
to  an  ttni?f rsal  law  of  maximum,  and  the 
infraction  of  every  existing  contract  for 
the  payment  of  money ;  and  that  a  Bill 
tooching  the  gold  com  which  has  lately 
been  brought  from  ths  Lords,  has  all  the 
said  objects,  and  proceeds  upon  the  said 
principles/' 

Mr.  A.  Baring  said,  he  did  not  mean  to 
argne  either  for  or  against  what  seemed 
to  him  to  be  a  self-evident  proposition. 
He  wished  merely  to  explain  that  he  con- 
ceived the  hon.  and  learned  gent,  to  be 
one  of  the  last  from  whom  a  reproof  of 
ttsiiig  too  high  a  tone  in  debate,  came 
with  any  grace  (a  loud  cry  of  hear !  from 
Mr.  Perceval  and  his  friendsV  He  trusted 
at  the  same  time,  that  he  should  always 
hold  a  sufficiently  high  tone  to  do  justice 
ift  that  House  to  any  character  which 
might  belong  to  him  out  of  it. 

Sir  P.  ifa<ri/<<<.  explained,  that  in  what 
he  had  said  of  the  directors,  he  had  not 
dealt  in  insinuation,  but  had  merely  ob- 
served that  it  was  unfair  in  them  to  re- 
present themselves  as  under  no  other  in- 
fluence than  the  2,000t  stock,  and  then  to 
say  that  that  influence  was  nothing. 

The  ClumceUoT  qf  the  Exchequer  said, 
there  was  one  part  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
geni.'s  Resolutions,  which  he  believed  few 
would  be  disposed  to  think  was  not  the 
perfect  right  of  every  man,  that  of  giving 
away  his  property.    He  begged  also  to 

aft  that  he  did  not  think  the  Bill  would 
d  to  any  such  disposition. 

The  first  Resolution  was  then  negatived,, 
and  on  moving  his  second, 

Mr.  Broaq/iom  said,  he  had  no  wish  to 
spoil  the  jokes  of  the  right  hon.  ^ent.  but 
would  remind  him  that  the  Bill  itself  po- 
aitively  prohibited  any  person  from  givmg 
his  Bank  note  for  leas  than  it  was  worth. 

The  Chancdhr  qf  the  Exchequer  did  not 
the  bestowing  money  for  charitable 
purposes  could  be  called  throwing  it 
away.  The  hon.  and  learned  gent,  had 
pot  fairly  interpreted  his  last  observation, 
fod  night  bate  lecollectod,  that  Swift 


bad  pronounced  nothing  to  be  more^  arbi- 
trary,  than  for  a  man  to.  make  hUnself . 
ridiculous,  and  then  be  angry  at  others 
for  laughing. 

Mr.  Brougham  replied,  that  he  perfectly 
agreed  in  the  doctrme  of  dean  Swift;  and 
it  was  under  its  influence;  that  when  be 
heard  the  right  hon.  genL  enter  into  a 
discussion  of  the  expediency  of  prevent-^, 
iog  the  keepers  of  turnpikes  from  collect*  "^ 
ing  silver,  or  becoming  petty  traders  in 
silver  bullion,  he  had  not  been  able  to 
keep  his  countenance. 

The  remaining  Beaolutions  were  then 
put  and  negatived. 


BOUSE  OP  LORDS. 


Monday,  July  22, 

Gold  Com  and  Bank  1*^otx  Bill.]-^ 
The  Earl  of  Lhcrpooi  moved  the  order  of 
the  day  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
Amendments  made  by  the  Commons  to 
this  Bill;  and  they  having  been  read  and 
agreed  to,  his  lordship  moved,  that  a  mes- 
sage be  sent  to  the  Commons,  informing 
them  that  the  House  bad  agreed  to  the  said 
Amendments. 

The  Earl  of  Laaderdak  then  rose,  and 
took  a  review  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  this  Bill  had  originated,  and  the 
whole  subject  connected  with  it.  Hia 
lordship  attributed  the  adoption\>f  the  Bill 
by  ministers,  not  to  the  notice  given  by- 
lord  King»  but  to  the  decision  of  the  Judges 
in  the  case  of  De  Yonge,  and  was  of  opi- 
nion that  the  real  object  of  the  Bill,  as 
altered  by  ministers,  was  to  give  redress 
(if  he  might  use  the  term  upon  this  sub- 
ject) against  the  decision  of  the  Judges. 
The  question  as  to  the  depreciation  of 
Bank-notes,  was  one  which  certainly  re- 
quired the  most  deliUerate  investigation, 
and  perhaps  was  a  subject  which  rather- 
ought  to  be  written  upon  than  debated. 
There  were,  however,  certain  facts,  which 
it  was  quite  impossible  to  controvert,  and 
which  must,  in  his  opinion,  clearly  de<» 
monstrate  the  depreciation.  The  goid 
coin  of  the  country  was  not  admissible  in 
circuUttion,  except  it  was  of  the  standard 
weight  and  fineness.  Five  pennyweights 
eleven  grains  was  the  standard  weight  of 
thegoinea,  and  it  was  gold  of  this  standard 
weight  that  Bank  notes  pron^ised  to  pay, 
or  fractional  parts  in  silver,  of  a  fixed 
standard.  If,  therefore,  the  Bank  noto 
was  convertible  into  gold,  and  the  pric« 
of  gold  rose,  the  value  of  the  Bank  note. 

most  f  ise  in  the  same  proportion*    U  a 
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Bank  note  prottiswl  to  pay  «  Tttnl  of 
cloth  of  a  eertaia  breadth  and  fineBesay 
and  tliere  .wsm  no  diffically  m  proevrkig 
the  yard  of  cToth  to  discharge  the  noiie,  if 
the  price  of  the  cloth  rote,  the  value  of  the 
note  woald  rise  also.     But  if  the  cloth 
could  npt  be  produced  in  discharge  of  the 
pote,  then  the  note  would  become  depre- 
ciated;   soi  if  the  gold  was  not  forth- 
coming to  pay  the  note,  the  latter  must 
ako  become  dfepreciated.     The  price  of 
gold  hating  rtseu  above  the  expressed  value 
of  the  note,  was  comprele  evidence  of  the 
depreciation  of  the  latter.     The    Bank 
note  was  of  no  value  in  itself  hut  only  of 
value  from  4t6  representing  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  gold.     It  was  impossible  in  any 
other  manner  to  affix  a  value  to  it.    Those 
who  argued  on  the  other  side  had  a  notion 
thai  the  Bank  notes  represented  certain 
commercial  transactions,  and  that  they 
were  issued  uponr  the  credit  of  certain 
cpnnnodilies.      But  if  this  were  the  case, 
the  3ank  note  issued  upon  the  security  of 
any  one  commodity  would  fluctuate  in 
value,  according  as  the  price  of  that  cora- 
modtty  rose  or  lell.      How,  then,  was  any 
one  to  ascertain  the  value  of  Bank- notes 
from  the  value  of  all  the  commodities  upon 
the  security  of  which  they  were  issued  ? 
^his  was  beyond  the  reach  of  any  one. 
The  only  criterion  of  the  value  of  the 
Bank-note  most  be  the  sum  in  gold  or 
^Uyer  of  standard    weight   and  fmeness, 
iRKi  which  it  tvas  convertible.    It  was  in 
vain  to  set  up  any  ether  criterion  of  value, 
for  by  none  other  could  the  value  of  the 
Bank-note  he  kept  up,  or  the  note  be  pre- 
vented fromfoecoming  depreciated.  What, 
then,  was  the  object  of  the  Bill  ?  It  was 
itogatory  as  to  preventing  the  landlord 
from  insisting  on  his  rents  in  gold,  as  it 
lefit  him  all  his  legal  remedies  except  that 
of  distress.    The  object  of  the  Bill,  then, 
was  to  force  the  ciroolation  of  a  depre- 
ciated currency  at  a  nominal  value.    It 
had  been  said,  that  the  arguments  appli- 
cable to  a  paper  currency  issued  by  the 
authority  of  government  were  inapplicable 
to  notes  issued  by  a  private  Company. 
But  where  was  the  security  ?  The  directors 
had  a  doty  which  they  owed  to  their  con- 
stituents, the  proprietary,  paramount  to 
any  interest  of  the  public;  and  if  a  proflt 
was  to  be  derived  to  the  proprietors  from 
an  additional  issue  of  Bank-notes,  it  would 
be  no  excuse  on  the  part  of  the  Bank  Di* 
rectors  for  not  doing  so,  to  state  to  their 
constituents,  the  proprietors,  that  the  in- 
)f(r^t9  of  the  pnbiic  required  it  shoqid  pot 


be  done.    Their  lerdslilm  Had  taly  to 
lo<^,  in  point  of  fact,  to  the  docamenii  e» 
their  table.  Improve  that  the  issue  of  Bank 
neles  bad  been  increased  without 
It  would  be  seen  that  the  amount  of 
note9  in .  cirenlatkm,  which  in  \90% 
17,540,000/.  hud  inereaMd  in   I8ll    to. 
23,420,000^    making     a    diflereoee   of 
5,860,0001.  HI  three  years.     It  had  htem 
said,  that  the  increase  of  osereanlile  trail* 
sacfions  required  this  increase  ef  circs* 
lating  mediam;   btil  It  waa  well  hoewB 
that  if  there  was  an  increase  of  traanc- 
tions  there  was  an  increase  of  credit,  ami 
that  a  less  amount  of  circulating  medium 
was,  in  feet,  required.     So  far,  ImweTer, 
from  there  being  an  increase  of  merent* 
tile  transactions,  he  had  been  infoinned  bjr 
several  commercial  men,  that  there  never 
was  a  greater  dimiaution  of  mercantile 
transactions   than   within    the    last    mh 
months.-^The  noble   ear(  then  entered 
into  a  calculation  to  shew  that  the  m* 
crease  of  Country  Bank  notes,  againal  n 
further  increase  of  which  the  security  wae 
takeiY  away  by  the  present  bill,  had  witlliit 
the  last  three  years,  amounted  to  »  amik 
which,  added  to  the  5,880,000f.  increane 
of  Bank  of  England  notes,  made  up  a  aom 
of  14,000,000/.    When  such  an  excessive 
issue  of  paper  had  taken  place,  stnd  when 
there  was  no  security  against  a  still  far* 
ther  excess,  it  was  quite  impouiMe  for 
any  legislative  measure  to  prevent  Its  de» 
preciatron;    and  to  attempt  to  force  the 
circulation  of  this  depreciated  currency 
at  its  nomiual  rate  of  value,  was  pregnant 
with  the  most  fatal  consequences.    This 
nevertheless,  was  the  real  object  of  the 
Bill,  however  it  might  profess  to  relieve 
the  tenant  from  any  supposed  attempt  at 
extortion  on  the  part  ot  the  landlord.    Ii 
did  not,  in  fact,  relieve  the  tenam,  there 
was  merely  a  hint  to  lord  King ;  but  the 
real  object  was  to  attempt  to  keep  up  the 
nominal  value  of  the  paper  currency,  aoil 
the  only   effect  of  which  must  be  to  re* 
duc^  the  vahie  to  be  paid  on  all  contracu 
to  such  a  sum  as  the  afrectors  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  in  conjunction  with'  the  coun- 
try bankers,  should  please  to  reduce  it  to 
by  the  excessive  issues,  and  consequent 
still  further  depreciation  of  thehr  notes. 
The   Bill   would,    at    the    same   thne^ 
bQ    productive    of    a    serious   evil    to 
bankers.    It  was  well  known  that  they 
were  now  obliged  to  f^ve  a  premion  m 
silver,  in  order  to^  obtam  change  to  pay 
the  fractional  sums  in  checks  drawn  upon 
theot  by  the^r  customer!.    7 l^is  they  weit 
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forbiddtfii  t5  ^  hy  tliii  Bill,  vnder^peiMfty  |  opinion,  that  the  condnet  of  iIm  nob1# 
•f  the  pillory ;  tnml  withotn  beingmftbled    lord  who  had  giren  rise  to  thti  Billy 
to  do  It,  boir  were  they  to  carry  on  their 


trade  ^  how  were  they  to  procure  change 
to  pay  the  fractional  parta  of  cheeks  ?  If, 
howerer,  tbia  Bill  waa  considered  so  good 
A  Bill  by  those  who  supported  it.  why  was 
it  not  extended  to  Ireland  ?  Why  were 
the  landlorda  in  Ireland  to  be  allowed  to 
insist  on  their  rents  in  goM,  which  the 
landlords  in  Great  Britain  were  forbidden 
%9  doj  onless  apon  the  most  ricfoas  prin- 
ciple  in  iegtslatioo,  that  the  crime,  as  it 
was  now  to  be  called,  was  so  frequent  in 
Ireland,  that  It  was  in  rain  to  attempt  to 
check  it;   and  that  it  having  only  jast 
commenced  in  England,*  it  was  to  be  met 
by  a  legtslatiTc  enactment  ?  In  every  point 
of  view  in  which  the  Bill  conid  be  consi- 
dered, it  appeared  to  be  nugatory  with 
respect  to  its  professed  object,  and  most 
pernicious  in  its  real  one ;  that  of  attempt- 
ing  to  force  the  circohaion  at  a  nominal 
value  of  a  paper  currency  which  was  clear- 
ly proved  to  be  depreciated,  against  the 
further  depreciation  of  which  there  was  no 
securiiy,  and  in  which  there  was  proved 
to  be  an  excess  of  issue  of  14  millions, 
within  the  last  5  years^^an  issue  which 
had  no  parallel  fn  the  history  of  any  coun- 
try, with  the  exception  of  the  French  as- 
signats.— 'He  was  aware  that  it  might  be 
very  difficult  to  say  bow  we  were  to  re- 
trace our  steps  in  order  to  retrieve  the  mis- 
chief arising  from  the  present  state  of  the 
circulation.    He    however  thought,  that 
by  proper  management  the  Bank  might 
be  enabled,  without  ri^k,  to  pay  in  specie 
in  a  much  shorter  time  than  was  generally  | 
supposed.    But  it  was  abselotely  neces- 
sary that  some  steps  should  be  taken  to 
restore  that  sdomf  and  healthy  state  of 
circulatiooi  without  whrcfa  the  credit  of 
the  country  could  not  long  be  maintained, 
and  to  place  the  paper  currency  of  the 
cpuotry  upon  its  only  sure  and  certain 
basis,  that  of  gold. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  could  not  allow 
the  question  to  pass  without  observing 
ppoa  some  of  the  statements  of  the  noble 
lord.  The  vahie  of  the  gold  coin  of  this 
country  was  not  to  be  estimated  according 
to  iu  weight  in  gold,  but  accoidhsg  to  the 
value  fixed  upon  H  by  the  reianing  sove- 
reign of  the  country.  The  value  of  bank 
notes,  as  for  every  purpose  of  internal  ne« 
gociation,  he  contended,  was  by  the  ge- 
neral consent  of  the  country  declared  not 
to  be  depreciated.  There  were  no  persons 
oot  of  that  Iio«|se  who  had  expressed  their 


far  proper  that  they  themselves  would  wish 
to  f^low  Ins  example ;  and  thenr  not  foU 
lowing  it  was  a  proof  that  they  did  nea 
thhik  any  deprectation  of  our  Bank  paper 
had  taken  place. 

The  Earl  of  L&»ieriab,  in  explanaUon, 
thou^  it  was  not  fair  to  jodoe  what  the 
opimons  of  noble  lords,  or  of  any  other 
persons,  mtut  be,  firom  their  following  or 
not  following  the  exaaspfo  of  lord  Kmg. 
If  every  person  who  agreed  that  there  waa 
a  depreciation  of  paper  were  to  follow  the 
line  of  conduct  soggested  by  bis  noble 
friend  (lord  King),  he  suspected  the  noble 
Secretary  of  Slate  would  find  the  preeent- 
Bill  a  lea  eflectoal  measure  than  he  now 
supposed  it.  The  noble  lord  was  bound 
to  take  them  as  they  preached,  not  as  they 
pracnsed. 

Earl  Sinnhope  strongly  supported  the 
opinions  he  had  formerly  delivered,  and 
in  which  he  was  happy  to  find  the  noMe 
Secretarr  cf  State  concurred,  as  to  the 
cause  of  the  vahie  affixed  to  the  current 
coin  of  the  country,  h  waa  only  by  vio- 
lating the  law,  winch  prohibited  the  turn- 
ing guineas  into  bullion,  that  the  valae  of 
a  guinea  could  be  raised  above  that  con- 
ferred on  it  by  the  poclamatinn  of  the 
Kinff,  or  the  act  of  the  legislature.  Why 
noble  lords  and  others  had  not  followed  the 
example  of  the  noble  lord  (King)  he  could 
easily  explain.  They  did  not  wish  to  ex- 
pose themselves  to  the  execration  of  the 
country.  The  noble  earl  had  said  thii  Bill 
was  meant  as  a  hint  to  lord  King.  Cer- 
tainly he  did  mean  it  as  a  hint  to  his  lord- 
ship, and  to  aN  who  should  act  like  him. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  noble  ear? 
bad  ever  studied  at  Oxford.  Hioae  who 
were  acquainted  with  the  University  of 
Oxford,  must  have  heard  of  John  King's 
'  broad  hint.'  It  was  this :  that  trhen  a 
person  had  been  warned  that  his  company 
was  disagreeable,  and  that  his  further  pre* 
sence,  therefore,  was  dispensed  with,  and 
he  failed  to  take  the  hint,  that  then  he 
should  be  kicked  down  stairs.  He  had 
now  given  lord  King  the  hint ;  and,  if  hia 
lordship  did  not  chose  to  take  it,  he  shookl 
move,  next  session,  to  give  him  John 
King's  broad  hint. 

The  Ijotd  CbmcriltM' begged  to  remind 
the  House,  that,  having  already  agreed  ti^ 
the  Amendments  made  by  the  Commons 
on  the  Bill,  the  question  nowwas,  whethei* 
a  message  shoula  be  sent  to  the  Coninvnn» 
stating  that* they  had  agreed  io  timi 
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'   AiQendmenti.«^The  qQestion  was  then  pot 
and  agreed  to. 

Copy  op  the  Gold  Coin  and  Bank 
Note  Bill;  commonly  calleq  Lord  Stan- 
hope's BiLu]    The  following  is  a  Copy  of 
this  BiiU  as  it  passed  both  Houses : 
*'  An  Act  for  making  more  efiectaal  pro- 
vision for  preventing  the  current  Gold 
Coin  of  the  Realm  from  being  paid  or 
accepted  for  a  greater  value  than  the 
current  value  of  such  coin ;   for  pre- 
venting any  Note  or  Bill  of  the  Go- 
vernor and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
England  from  being  received  fo^  any 
smaller  sum  than  the  sum  therein  spe- 
ci6ed  ;  and   for  staying  proceedings 
upon  any  distress  by  tender  of  such 
uoteK 

*'  WbV^as  it  is  expedient  to  enact  as  is . 
hereinafter  provided:  He  it  enacted  by 
the  King's  most  excellent  Majesty,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  Com- 
mons, in  this  present  parliament  assem- 
bled, and  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 
That,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this 
act,  ao  person  shall  receive  or  pay  for 
f  any  gold  coin  lawfully  current  within  the 
jealm,  any  more  in  value,  benefit,  profit, 
or  advant;^,  than  the  true  lawful  value  of 
such  coin,  whethersuch  valu^,  benefit,  pro- 
fit or  advantage,  be  paid,  made  or  taken  in 
lawful  money,  or  in  any  note  or  notes,  bill 
or  bills  of  the  governor  and  company  of 
the  bank  of  England,  or  in  any  silver 
token  or  tokens  issued  by  the  said  gover- 
nor and  company,  or  by  any  or  all  of  the 
said  means  wholly  or  partly,  or  b^  any 
other  means,  device,  shift,  or  contrivance 
whatsoever ;  and  every  person  who  shall 
cifend  herein  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudg. 
cd  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor* 

II.  "  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the 
author  it}'  aforesaid.  That  no  person  shall 
by  any  means,  device,  shift  or  contri- 
vance whatsoever,  receive  or  pay  any 
note  or  notes,  bill  or  bills  of  the  governor 
and  company  of  the  bank  of  England,  for 

^  less  than  the*  amount  of  lawful  money  ex- 
pressed therein,  and  to  be  thereby  made 
payable,  except  only  lawful  discount  on 
such  note  or  bill  as  shall  not  be  expressed 
to  be  payable  on  demand ;  and  every  per- 
•OD  who  ahall  oiiend  herein  shall  be  deem- 
ed and  adjudged  |piiity  of  a  misdemeanor. 

III.  '*  And  be  it  enacted,  by  the  autho- 
rity aforesaid.  That  in  case  any  person 
shall  proceed  by  distrea  or  pomding  to 
xccover  from  any  tenant  or  other  person 


liable  to  such  distres*  or  poinding,  any 
rent  or  sum  of  money  due  from  sncb  te« 
nant  or  other  person,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
such  tenant  or  other  person,  in  every  such 
case  to  tender  notes  of  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  bank  of  England,  express- 
ed to  be  payable  on  demand,  to  the  amount 
of  such  rent  or  sum  so  due,  either  alone  or  lo^ 
gather  with  asufficientsum  of  lawful  aM>ney, 
to  the  person  on  whofte  behalf  such  distreae 
or  poinding  is  made,  or  to  the  officer  or 
person  making  such  distress  or  poinding 
on  his  behalf;  and  in  case  such  tender 
shall  be  accepted,  or  in  case  such  tender 
shall  be  made  and  refused,  the  goods  taken 
in  such  distress  or  poinding  shall  be  forth* 
with  returned  to  the  party  distrained  upon, 
or  against  whom  such  poinding  shall  have 
been  med,  unless  the  party  distraining  or 
poinding^and  refusing  to  accept  such  ten* 
der  «hall  insist  that  a  greater  sum  ia  due 
than  the  sum  so  tendered,  and  in  such  case 
the  parties  shall  proceed  as  usual  in  sucb 
cases;  but  if  it  shall  appear  that  no  more 
was  due  than  the  sum. so  tendered,  theq 
the  party  who  tendered  such  sum  shall  be 
entitled  lo  the  costs  of  all  subsequent  pro* 
cecdings :  Provided  always,  that  the  per^ 
son  to  whom  such  rent  or  sumof  money  is 
due  shall  have  and  be  intitled  to  all  such 
other  remedies  for  the  recovery  thereof, 
exclusive  of  distress  or  poinding,  as  such 
person  bad  or  was  intitled  to  at  the  time 
of  maki|ig  such  distress  or  poinding,  if 
such  person  shall  not  think  proper  to  ac^* 
cept  such  tender  so  made  as  aforesaid : 
Provided  also,  that  nothing  herein  con<* 
tained  shall  affect  the  right  of  any  tenant* 
or  other  such  person  as  aforesaid  having 
right  to  replevy  or  recover  the  floods  sa 
taken  in  distress  or  poinding,  m  case* 
without  making  such  tender  aa  aforesaid^ 
he  shall  so  think  fit. 

IV.  **  Provided  always.and  beitenacted* 
That  every  person  who  shall  commit  in 
Scotland  any  offence  against  this  acl^ 
which  by  the  provisions  thereof  is  con- 
stituted a  misdemeanor,  shall  be  liable  to 
be  punished  by  fine  and  imprisonment,  or 
by  one  or  the  other  of  the  said  punish<« 
ments  as  the  judge  or  judges  before  whoi^ 
such  offender  shall  be  tried  and  convicted 
may  direct. 

V.  ''Provided  always.  That  nothing  ia 
this  act  contained  shall  extend  to  Ireland^ 

VL  "  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further 
enacted.  That  this  act  shall  continue  and 
be  in  force  to  and  until  the  25th  day  of 
March  1812,  and  do  loogeu*' 
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II0V8S   OF  COltMOKS. 

S^€$d(^,  July  23. 
Answbks  of  LotD  Wblungton  ANb  Sir 

W«  BXBBSFOAD  TO  TBE  VOTB  OF  TrAKM.] 

Th«  Speaker  acquainled  the  House,  that 
>he  had  received  from  lieutenaDi  general 
lord  Tiscount  Welliogtoa  the  following 
Letten#  in  retorn^to  the  Thanks  of  the 
House,  of  the  7  th  of  June  last. 

"  Quinta  de  St.  Joao^ 
'«  Sir,  July  lit,  1811. 

"  In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  I  hare  communicated  to  sir 
William  Beresford  and  to  capUin  getieral 
Bfake  the  resolutions  of  the  House,  of  the 
7ih  of  June,  conveying  their  apprdbation 
of  the  conduct  of  the  general  and  other 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and 
soldiers,  of  the  allied  armies  which  fought 
the  batUe  of  Albuera  on  the  16th  of  May* 
It  has  given  me  great  satisfaction  to  have 
been  made  the  channel  of  communicating 
to  those  officers  the  high  honour  which  the 
House  have  conferred  upon  them.  I  have 
the  honour  to  enclose  a  letter  from  sir 
William  Beresford.  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  &c.  Welumcton." 

•'St^.Olaia, 
"Sir,  JuneSMi,  I8II. 

^  Lord  Viscount  Wellington,  command- 
ing his  Majesty's  and  the  allied  forces  in 
the  Peninsula,  having  trantmitted  to  me 
your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  commn- 
xiicating  the  Reaolutioos  of  the  House  of 
'Commons,  giving  to  me,  to  the  general 
.officers,  officers,  and  troops  under  my  im- 
mediate command  on  the  ]<kh  May,  the 
thanks  of  that  House  for  our  conduct  in 
the  battle  of  Albuera,  I  have  the  honour  to 
inform  you,  that  I  have  signified  to  the 
several  general  officers  specified  in  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons,  this 
most  flattering  andhi  gh  .distinction ;  and 
I  beg  you  to  assure  the  House,  that  the 
generals,  officers,  and  troops,  will  appre- 
.ciatewith  me  their  approbation,  .as  the 
highest  honour,  and  not  ouly  as  the  most 
agreeable  remuneration  for  what  service, 
nnder  the  assistance  of  Di  fine  Providence, 
oer  effi>rts  have  been  abl^  to  oblatu  in  our 
country's  cause,  but  as  the  roost  powerful 
incenuve  to  future  exertions.«>I  b^  you 
win  be  pleased,  for  the  general  officers, 
officers,  troops,  and  myself  to  offi^r  to  the 
House  of  Commons  the  expression  of  our 
thanks  and  gratitude  for  the  high  honour 
of  the  approbation  of  that  ifoose,  and 
which  we  shall  ever  be  most  ambitious  of 


retaining.    I  beg  yon  will  believe  me  to 
be,  with  the  highest  consideration, 

<"  Sir,  8m.  W.  C,  BsEBSFoaD.'' 


HOUSB  OF  lords: 

Wediiada^,  July  2i. 

Thb  Lords  Comvissionsrs'  SpiecM  at 
THB  Close  of  the  Sessioh.]  At  threo 
o'clock,  the  Lord  Chancellor  stated  that 
two  Commissions  had  been  issued  nnder 
the  Great  Seal,  the  one  for  giving  the 
royal  assent  te  certain  bills,  and  the  other 
for  the  prorogation  of  parliament;  and 
the  House  adjourned  to  robe.  A  few  mi* 
nntes  afterwards  the  nrchbishop  of  Can- 
terbury, the  Lord  Chancellor,  earl  Camden, 
the  earl  of  Westmoreland,  and  the  earl  of 
Aylesford,  took  their  seats  in  their  r€l)ea 
as  Lords  Commiasioners*  Mr.  Ooarme, 
the  deputy  usher  of  tho  black  rod,  wia 
sent  to  require  the  attendance  of  the 
Commons.  After  a  short  interval  tlio 
Speaker  and  several  members  of  the  House 
oiCommons  came  to  the  bar. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  stated,  that  it  not 
being  convenient  for  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Begont  to  be  personally  prei^ 
sent,  a  Commission  had  been  issued  under 
the  great  seal,  for  giving  the  royal  assent 
to  certain  Bilb.  IRie  Commission  signed 
by  the  Prince  Ke^nt,  in  the  name  and 
on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty,  was  read  by 
the  clerk  at  the  table*— The  royal  as- 
sent was  declared  and  notified  in  the  naoal 
form  to  several  bills.    After  which. 

The  Lord  Chmcdhr  deliverad  die  fol* 
lowing  Speech : 

"  ^ly  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

«'  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, actinc  in  the  naase  and  on  the  be* 
half  of  his  Majeaty,  has  commanded  ns  Co 
signify  to  yon  the  satisflMrtion  with  which 
he  finds  mmself  enabled  to  relieve  yon 
from  your  attendance  in  parliament,  after 
the  long  and  laborions  duties  of  the  session. 
We  are  particularly  directed  to  espresa 
his  approbation  of  the  wisdom  and  firm- 
ness which  you  have  manifested  in  en- 
abling his  myal  Highness  to  continue 
the  exertbns  of  this  country  in  the  cause 
of  our  AUiea,  and  to  prosecute  the  war 
with  increased  activity  and  vigour* 

<'Yonr  determined  perseverance  io  • 
system  of  liberal  aid  to  the  brave  and 
loyal  nations  of  the  peninsula  has.  pro* 
gressively  augmented  their  means  and 
spirit  of  resistance,  while  the  humane  at- 
tention which  you  have  paid  to  the  suf- 
ferings of  die  inhabitanU  of  Portug^ 
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«nder  tbe  Qoexmiiifiledl  crteltj  «f  the 
enemy t  tut  confimtd  tbe  aUiaace  by  new 
tiesof  jfiectkOy  ftiiii  caoaot  fail  to  inspire 
additional  sesi  and  animation  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  cbmmon  cause. 

««  His  Royal  Highness  especially  com- 
mands us  to  declm  Ms  cordial  concur^ 
Ttnce  in  the  mcmuiii  which  yon  liave 
adapted  for  inpwfing  the  internal  seeu- 
aity  and  niiitaiy  resoorces  of  tlie  United 
Kiwdom* 

'' jPor  theu  foaportahl  phi^Mes  you 
iMnre  meiy  pvovided,  by  ^astabiisfatag  a 
■yiteoa  to  the  aonuai  m|>ply  of  the  re- 
fnlar  amy,  attd  for  the  iaierehange  of 
&  tnUitiaa  «f  Oneat  Britain  and  Irehnd ; 
jtrnA  hk  Royal  Highness  haa  the  satiafaccmi 
•fmfenaing  yon*  that  the  Tolantary  seal 
'vHiich  has  almd^  beea  mantfeated  «pon 
JhsB  occasion  has  omMhI  him  to  give  im- 
aaedUite  operation  to  an  arrangement  by 
ivhich'  the  Union  and  motual  intenests  of 
Ofeat  Britain  awl  Ireland  may  be  more 
oflscinally  veoMiilod  and  imprvred. 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

<'  His  Royal  Highness  commands  as  to 
thank  you  in  the  name  and  on  behatf  of 
Ma  M^esty,  for  the  libend  supplies  which 
yon  have  forntshed  for  every  brandi  of 
^ke  public  senrioe. 
•    ^His  Ro3fal  Highness  haa  aeen  willi 

eRiiil^e  tho  readiness  with  which  you 
vo  applied  the  teparafte  means  of  Great 
Britatm  to  the  financial  mlief  of  bcland  at 
llio  prasent  OMiDcnt;  and  derives  nwich 
aatisfaotionfrom  perceiving  that  you  faaiv 
tMonalile  to  aoeompHshttus  object  with 
ao  little  additional  burtben  upon  the  re- 
aources  of  this  part  of  the  United  King- 
dNm.  The  nsanncr  in  virhich.  yoa  have 
taken  into  corai^OTUtion  the  oondition  of 
the  Irish  rcvcnne  has  mcl  with  his  Rojral 
Highness'fl  approbation;  and  his  Royal 
HigbocBS  commands  us  to  add>  that  he 
looks  with  confidence  to  the  advantage 
whick  may  be  derivod  from  tke  attention 
oif  pariiament  having  been  given  to  this 
tniportant  sobjoet 

'  *  Mr  Lavds  and  Gendemen, 
'  «*  Hie  Royal  HighneascomnMmdsns  to 
eongratulsOB  yoo  upon  the  fodoctian  of 
tlM  isiand  of  MnurUina.  This  last  and 
most  important  oolany  of  Franeo  has  been 
%blainaa  wilh  nwPuwdwMik  loss^  and  its 


acquisition  must  materially  cotitribnte  to 
the  security  of  the  British  commerce 
and  possessions  in  that  quarter  of  the 
world. 

^The  aocceases  which  have  crowned 
his  Mi^esty's  arms  daring  tho  proseni 
canqpaign*  nndor  Ikm  distmgoidied  cooi^ 
mand  of  licotonaot'general  load  visoaimt 
Wellington,  are  naost  impoitant  to  the  in- 
terests and  ffloriooi  to  tho  character  of  the 
country.  His  Royal  Highness  warmly 
participates  in  all  the  sentiments  which 
have  been  excited  by  those  successes,  and 
concurs  in  the  just  applause  which  yon 
have  bestowed  upon  the  skill,  prudence^ 
and  intrepidity  so  conspicuously  displayed 
in  obtaining  them. 

"  It  affords  the  greatest  satisfaction  to 
his  Royal  Highness  to  reflect  that,  shoold 
it  please  Divine  Providence  to  restore  bis 
Majastv  to  the  ardent  prayers  and  wishes 
of  his  Royal  Highness  and  of  his  Majea* 
ty*s  people,  his  Royal  Highness  will  be 
enabled  to  lay  before  his  ftlajesty,  in  the 
history  of  these  great  achievements  of  tho 
British  aims  throughout  a  series  of  syste** 
matic  operations,  so  satisfactory  a  proof 
that  the  national  interests  and  the  glory  of 
the  British  name  have  been  suCcessfony 
maiidfuned  while  his  Royal  Highness  has 
eooductod  the  government  of  th*  United 
kingdom." 

Then  a  Commission  for  pmeogainglfoe 
parKament  was  read.  After  which  the 
lord  Chancellor  said, 

^  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

**  By  virtue  of  the  conunisnon  ondcr  the 
Great  Seal,  to  ns  and  other  lorda  direelod, 
nod  new  rood,  we  do,  in  obedience  to  tke 
connnanda  of  his  Royal  Htghnesa  the 
Prince  R^em, in  the  name  asMon  behalf 
of  his  Majosty,  pfovogue  Ikss  pariiaaMnt  to 
Thunday  the  twenty-aeooiMl  dqr  of 
Aagnst  ncnt,  to  be  then  here  koUon;  and 
this  parbomont  is  ac^opdingly  pootognad 
to  Thursday  the  twentyi-aocasMi  diy  of 
Annat  next/' 

Tbe  ComaoM  withdraw  fimm  the  Bar^ 
ond  the  Lofda  ConnuiBMOtteio  (odrad  foam 
the  Home. 

[A  list  of  ike  VMkc  Acta  pasiad 
during  the  SemionvnH  faofomid  ot 
p.  cKUviiij  of  the  Appondix.] 
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]?INANCE  ACCOUNTS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN, 

FOR  THE   YEAR   ENDED    FIFTH    OF   JANUARY|    1811. 


CLASS 

I.  Public  Incomb • p.  i,  ii 

II.   CONSOLIUATBD   FUND    •  III — X 

III.  Arrbaiis  and  Balances.......  z — xii 

IV.  Tbadb  and  Natigation  ...xiii,  xit 


CLASS 

V.  Public  £xpbnditurb  ...  xv— xxx 
VI.  Public  fundbd  Debt,  xxxi^xxxiv' 

VII.  Unfunded  Debt xxxy,  xxxfi 

Vlll.  Disposition  of  Grants, xxxvii^Tiii. 


I.— PUBLIC  INCOME. 


UAAOi  or  tSVEIIUI. 


ORDINARY  REVENUES : 
P^mumemt  and  Annual  Taxet, 

Customg 

Excite ..» 

Stamps  , •••..•.••••. 

Land  and  Ataesied  Taxt^  ..••••v 

Post  Office ^ 

1  *•  in  the  £,  oo  Pensions  and  l»alaries 

6  ^  in  the  £,  oo  Pensions  and  Salaries  .... 

Hackn^  Coaches 

Hawkers  and  Pedlan ^•»... 

Total  Pennaoentand  Annoal  Duties.... 

Small  Branrhat  ttf  ike  Hereditary  Revenue. 

Alienation  Fines 

Post  Fines 

Seizures  ...•.••.••.•.•«•••••.•••••...... 

Couipositions 

Proflbis 

Crown  lands  .••• : 


Extraordinary  Resoureau 

Cnttoms ..••• •««••.•••.. 

Exciie » 

Property  Ta« 

Arreais  of  Income  Duty,  h,c 

Lottery,  Net  Profit— *ine  third  for  Ireland  . . 
Monies  Paid  on  Acoouot  of  the  Interest  of 

Loans- raised  for  the  Service  of  Ireland.  & .. 
Oo  Account  of  the  Commissioners,  ap|K>ijted 

for  Iftmini^  Excheqoer  B'Us  f»r  (ireiiada  .. 
Surplus  Pees  of  Rirguhted  Public  Offices.... 

Surplus  Revenue  of  the  bie  of  Man    •%. 

On  Account  of  the  Interest,  &c.  of  a  Loan 

giaotfti  to  the  Prince  Ht  g(*nt  of  Portugal 
Impcest  Mon'  y  re])a.d  by  sundry  Public  Ac- 

coootants,  &c« 

Other  Monies  paid  to  the  Public 

Totnl,  indepeodeot  of  Loans 

l^ant  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  including: 
the  Sam  of  £,  1,4(K),(H)0' raised  for  the 
Service  of  Irelaod • • 


GroM  aevcaac. 


£, 

11,355,350 

i0,731,163 

5,851.557 

8,311,640 

1,915,838 

33,028 

45,824 

38,875 

17,898 


f.  d. 

1>  3 

6  7 

18  1 

0  34 

5  bl 

9  5| 

8  i04 

3  loi 

3  4| 


48*295  5T6  10  3^ 


9,737  15  5 

^,S5U    4  5^ 

14,775     7  3| 

1   10  0 

,    618    6  11 

li4,S73    4  Oi 


3,906,483  13  7) 

6,855,812  B  6f 

13,49*2,815  4  4^ 

11,789  0  8^ 

471,250    0  '  0 

2;448,470  10    9 

85,000    0    0 

136,398  13  11 

8.854    7    9 

57,170    3    0 

59,029  19  104 
59,963    7  11 


Mcl  ftod«ce. 


£. 

9,009,735 

18,495,173 

5,546,082 

8,011,205 

1,471,746 

37.621 

44,984 

25,807 

14,733 


PiyatDis  iaio  exchequer* 


£. 

7,718.556 

18.057,786 

5,336,455 

7,177,897 

1,25:5,000 

30,377 

40,508 

25,458 

14,344 


#•  ,  d. 

8  9| 


15 
9 

18 
0 
7 
2 
0 
9 


0 

4 

0 


0 
6 


42,657,095  14 


.  8,590 

3,544 

14,773 

1 

618 

110,225 


7 
8 
7 
10 
6 
2 


5 

I* 

H 

0 

n 


OsAWD  Total 


76,030,469  2  5 

I3,'242,356J7_0 
ai*,272,'825  19  5 


3,100,594  16  10 
6,759,165  13 
13,216,863  17 
1.1,666  4 

450,615  1  Q 

8,448,470  10  9 

85,000  0  0 

136,398  13  11 

8,254  7  9 

57,170-  3  0 

59,029  19  10^ 
59,963  7  11 


39,654,384  10  4 


"^•-J  2,000  0  0 
'  *  4,443  18  8 

14,773  7  3{ 
1  10  0 
618  6  11 
77,892  IB  lOf 


3,100,594 

6,74)9,985 

13,216,863 

11,666 


16  10 
15  0 

'\% 

1  6 


69,188,041  14  4^ 


13,242  356  17  0 


82,430,398  II  4^ 


450,615 
2,448,470  10  B 


85,000 

136.398 

8,254 


57,170 

59,099 
59,963 


0 

Id 

7 

B 

11 

9 

3 

0 

19 

7 

1?* 

66,09»,127  li  2| 


13,242,356  r  0 
19  340,484  8  2| 
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PARL.  ACCOUNTS.«-Gkkat  Bkitatn.— ArmomBK  ToseL 


(fili 


An  Acanai  </  the  Net  Product  ^  MtU  Pbrmanent  Taxes  qf  Gebat  Britain  ; 


CX)NSOUDATED  CUSTOMS     

....Ditto ..EXCISE » 

....D.tto... STAMPS  ....: 

INCIDENTS. 

Houses  and  Windows r n66« 

Hones. for  Riding, 1795. 

Male  SenranUf ••.«*•••..•••..•••• 

Carts 

Backney  Coaches  and  Chairs  1711  and  1784. 

M.  per  Lib.  on  Pensions  ....  1721 

li Ditto  on  Salaries  ....  1758    

4  Whee!€d  Carriages 1785    ......... 

Waggons ..— \ 

^^10  per  Cent 1791   

....Ditto ........1793    , 

Letter  Money ..••-.• 

Hawkers  and  Pedlars 

fleizares  ...••... «.....••••.•• 

Proffers     ..^^....., 

Compositions   ..............•••• 

Fines  and  Forfeitures   •...,....••• 

Reotof  a  Lit^bt  House -•• 

Ditto...  Alum  Mines     .....•..•...•.••.•■•' 

Alienation  Duty • 

tx>ttery  licences ...'. • 

OuaVnntine  Duty    ........•« ..•••.... 

Canal  and  Dock  Duty 

Hair  Powder  Certificates      ....1795 

Horse  Dealers  licences.... ....1796 

^.20  per  Cent.. 1797 

Houses     • .........••• ••.■•• 

Hoiset 

Qorks  and  Watches .....i 

Additional  Assessed  Taxes.... ^.1798 

Houses  and  Windows      ...1 

Inhabited  Houses .••••• 

Horses  for  Riding    • • 

Ditto....  Husbandry    •... ••• 

Sfale  Servants.. ..,.••.... 

4  Wheeled  Carriages •..•..••••. 

S Ditto 

I>og« ^ 

Armorial  Bearinp 1798 

Horses  for  Husbandry    1801 

Ditto....  Rid  ittfir      «••• -• ••.•••.. 

Houses  and  Windows    ........1809 

Inhabited  Houses     ••••>... 

Horseslbr  Riding •••.. • — 

Ditto....  Husbandry • 

Male  Servants ^ 

4  Wheeled  Carriagea   .  —  -• 

2 Ditto    -. 

D^  ••..«.. • •••• 

Hooara  and  Windows     1804«..«... 

Inhabited  Houses «. ....••... 

Horses  for  Riding   ..* .••.••....... 

Ditto  and  Moles    •• < 

Male  Servants. ...........«•• 

Carriages  •• ....* 

Dogs  ..•• 

HairPowdcr  Certificates 

Horse  Dealers  Licences  ■•. ..!...• ••■< 

Armorial  Bearings  •.....••.. .....( 

Goods  and  Wares    1805 

Uritisb  Spirita  ..« 1806 


Id  the  Yeir  ended  5  Jan.  1810. 


t 


Do.  Mb  Jan.  tail. 


«t'.     i.  d, 
4.860,651  0  ir^ 

14,892,429  0  0 

5,119,467  18  4 

1,168  10  2 

103  10  0 

100  0  0 

101  16  4 
25.790  0  0 
12,509  .0  0 

9,859  9  4i 


.^. 


1 
0 
0 

13 


1,160,000 

12.780 

14.529 

603. 15 

S  0 

823 

6 

816 

3,770 

5,271 

14.802 

22,664  11 

647  2 

410 

381 

8 

S7 

284 

5 

2,117 

.  200 

712 

779 

398 

780 

320 

612 

808 

100 

300 

5.305 

4,094 

8,902  17 

739  S 

1.286  18 

3,586  6 

775  2 

855  13 

149,089  7 

103,504  5 

94»693  5 

94,957  2 

62,297  12 

67,747  3 

34,541  5 

28,287  0 

8,975  17 

82,105  5 

78,525  6 

'   75,900  0 


\^ 
13 
0 
2 
4 
6 


0 
14 
8 
9 
8 
2 
6 
2 
8 

oi 

5 

0 
0 
6 
3 
0 
0 
4 
6 


T 


0 
0 
0 
3 
10 
0 
0 
4 
0 
0 
2 

104 

9 

6 

0 

104 

1* 
6 

4 

11 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
8 
10 
9 
0 

'? 

11 
11 

o: 
1 

n 

4 

10 

8 

^% 

'  % 

9i 

0 


4.869,366  5  5^ 
15,867,564  15  0* 
5,332,509  U  10 


313  0  0 


6  0  0 

25,453  O  0 

18,318  2  Oi 

4,:367  T  3{ 

206  18  O 

4  9  0 

2  9i 


562  13    2 


203  18  10 

200    0    0 

87    0    0 


225    1  1 

SV    0  0 

96,592  11  1 

31,386    8  7( 

41,510    5  7 

44,035    8  51 

2\878  16  8f 

34,454    7  41 
84,636    2 
15,051  10 

4,443  11  11^ 

10,847    4  11 

295|4IK)    0  0 


IX] 


PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— Gbuy  BHiTAiN_ifrrean  and  BtOanas. 


taken  for  Two  YearSf  ending  retpectiveJy  5ih  Janumy  1810  and  5tk  Jamary  I81!< 


1 


X,  lOperCent • 

Coosolidated  ApseMed  Taxes....  1809.... 

LandTavei...* 1809.... 

At  par  lib.  on- Pansions • , 

It.    Ditto    on  Salaripn  •.••-.• 

6d,    Ditto  on  Pensions..^.  .•••  1810.... 
1«.    Ditto   on  Salaries •». 


•••■ ..  .1 


/"Sn^r  and  Malt  .••....• 
«      •     vv  .•      .         1,         k  AHditionnl  Malts  ....«••• 

granted  after  discbargine     J  Takurn 

>»]«.  Ditto  .••.  Salaries  .. 


Duties  Anoually  granted 
to  diicharge 
^.  3,000,000  Exeheqoer  Bills 
cbaif  ed  tbereon.  * 


'SogarandMalt  

Additional  Malts 

Annual  Malts 

Tobacco  ....: 

Laiid  Tax  on  OiHces,  &c 
6c/.  per  Lib.  on  Pensions  • 
U,  Ditto  .-••  Salaries  .. 


la  Ibe  YctradcdA  Jan.  ISia 


2!    7.     h7 
153,829  19  3^ 
5,678,695  7  9 
1,159.055  9  111 
4,000  0  0 
350  0  0 


376,477 

696,516 

456.722 

87,841 

155,914 

32,868 

18,268 


9 
14 
3 
0 
14 
0 
0 


04 

5 
7 
0 

4 
0 
0 


35,233,704  1  7^ 


2,466,205 

'  224.518 

12,527 

378.052 

8,500 

8,000 

2,000 


17 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


36,3^7,506  18  &( 


Ito.  Mb  JM.  ISll. 

i 

>£•       s» 

tU 

49,186  19 

5* 

5,614,200  17 

6 

1,091.917    9 

1| 

16,660    0 

0 

16,720    0 

0 

200    0 

0 

2,400    0 

0 

580.313  IS 

loi 

737,703  15 

9 

494,129    0 

0 

133,881     5 

n 

148,111   13 

5,330    0 

0 

6,890    0 

0 

36,852,453    8 

Hi 

2,242.414    7 

01 

.    252,477    4 

a 

376,630  14 

n 

93    8 

% 

39,'!8*,069  3  Si 


IIL—ARREARS  AND  BALANCES. 


HEADS  AND  TOTALS  op  Tntss  ACCOUNTS. 


Arrears  doe  on  tlie  5th  January  1811,  from  the  Officen  of  the  C  Present  Collecton  .  •  25/J96    9    7 

Customs  in  England,  ace }  Late  Collectors  ....  1,907    2    4| 

Artett«daaooDitto,fromtheOfficersof  the  Customs  in  Scot- 5  ^to  Col 'c<^(or 11  19  lOf 

.     laod,a&c • {Present  Collectors  ..  12,999  17     9 

Arrears  doe  on  Ditto,  from  the  OUkcers  bf  Excise  in  England,  &c.  • •••  •••. .  41,458  12 

Arrears  doe  oo  Ditto,  fSnom the  Officers  of  Excise  in  Scotland,  8cc. 3,137    2 

Arreais  doe  on  Ditto,  fipom  the  Distrihators  of  Stamps  in  Great  Britain,  k>c.    . .  , 30,677 

Balanom  in  the  Hands  of  the  DistribntdTs  of  Stamps  in  Great  BriUin,  ace     113,333 

Balances  in  the  Hands  of  the  Receiren  General  of  the  Land  and  Assessed  Taxes  in 

Great  Britain,  ke 38U014 

Arrears  doe  on  the  5th  January  1811,  from  the  Officers  of  the  Post  C  frrecorerables  .  •  4.638 

Office  in  Great  Britain,  j(c }  Recorerables    ..  5.880  II 

Balances  in  the  Hands  of  the  Deputy  Postmasters  in  Great  Britain,  ace 63,439    3 

Balances  doe  on  the  5th  January  1811,  from  the  Receirer:.  of  the  Land  Rerenoe  of 

thf  Crown  for  England  and  Wales,  &c ^..a •••••  Kooe« 

Acocmnta  detiTeicd  into  the  Office  of  the  Comptrollers  of  the  AccounU  of  the 

Anay,  ace.       •«•«••;•.••«.•.«••••••.••••.•«•...•.« ••••« ..t  ••«•••  {Total  not  given.) 


2 
8 

6 

5 


H 

8* 


H 

0 

11 


»0 


PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— GuAT  ^taTMv.-^Aman  tnd  Bdmem. 


lim  if  Oficen  mid  H^anmenu  whose  Accounts  ve  AudUed  6y  ths  Conmiukmien  for 

Auditing  the  Public  Accounts  ;  vfz. 


Cashier  of  tiie  Bank  of  England. 

CommissioDen  for  the  Reduction  of  the  National 

Debt.' 
Secretary  to  the  Mid  Comraiiiioiien. 
Cashier  of  the  South  Sea  Annuities^ 
IPaymasters  of  Exchequer  Bills. 
Inspector  of  Tontine  CertiGcates. 
Cashier  of  Bank,  Loans  and  Lotteries. 
Secretary  for  CoDtingent  Expences  of  the  Lottery. 
Chamberlain  of  London,  Orphans  Fund. 
lYeasnrer  of  the  Nary. 
IVeasurer  of  the  Ordnance. 
tVeasurer  of  the  Navy  Bills  funded. 
Treasurer  of  the  Ordnance  Bills  funded. 
Inspector  of  Roads  in  North  Britain. 
Paymaster  General  of  the  Army, 
ikgent  to  the  Ont-PenidonerB  of  Chelsea  Hospital. 
Barrack,  Commissioners  of. 
Paymaster  of  Widoirs  Pensions. 
Receiver  General  ofihe  Customs. -^^h. 
Comptroller  Geoeralof  the  Cnsioms.—Oeneral. 
Commissioners  for  Ucensing  Hawkers  and  Pedlars. 
Beceiver  General  of  Revenues  arisiog  by  liceiMing 

Hackney  Coaches  and  Chairs. 
Receiver  of  the  Customs,  Isle  of  Man. 
Receiver  General  of  the  Stamps.— Ca^h. 
Comptroller  General  of  the  Stamps. — General. 


Receiver  General  of  jihe  Post— Cksh. 

Comptroller  General  of  the  Post— ^aleneiml* 

Miliiary  Asylum,  Treasuier. 

Military  College,  Treasnrer. 

Receiver  of  the  Civil  List  Dedoetioa.  , 

Receiver  of  the  I2if.  DeductioD. 

Receiver  of  the  ^st  Fruits  of  the  Clergy. 

Receiver  of  the  Tenths  of  the  Clergy. 

Keeper  or  Clerk  of  the  Hanaper. 

Paymaster  of  American  Pensions. 

Paymafier  of  Allowances  to  Toulonese  Eraigni2t& 

Lord  Chamberlain  of  the  Household. 

Master  of  the  Robes. 

Master  of  the  Horse. 

Master  of  the  Mint 

Warden  of  the  Mint. 

Solicitor  t(»  the  Treasury. 

Comptroller  and  Cashier  of  the  Stationary  Ofllee. 

Surveyor  of  Somenet  Place. 

Agent  for  Cape  Breton.— Bahama. Islands. — ^New 
Brunswick. — Prince  EdwanI  Island.— -Upper 
Canada.— Newfoundland.— Nova  Scotia.— New 
South  Wales. 

Agent  fbr  Regimehtal  Infirmaries. 

Agent  for  paying  Allowances  to  retired  and  offi- 
ciating Chapleins  of  the  Army. 

Agent  for  Volunteer  Corps. 


Ust  qf  Persons  Accountable  before  the  Commissioners  for  Auditing  the  Public  Accounts, 
for  Money  uiiprtstcd  on  Account,  for  Extraordinary  Services ;  viz. 


Barrack  Masters  General  Abroad. 
Deputy  Barrack  Masten  General.     / 
Contractors  for  Victualling  His  Majesty's  Forces. 
Contractors  for  remitting  Money  for  Pay.  of  Extras 

of  the  Forces. 
Contractors  for  furnishing  Camps  with  Bread,  Wood, 

Straw,  and  Forage. 
Commissary  in  Chief. 
Commissaries  General,  Deputy  Commissaries  for  the 

Purchase  and  Issues  of  Stores. 
Commissaries  of  Accounts. 
Sngineers,  for  Monies  received  out  of  the  Extraor- 

dinaries  of  the  Forces. 


Governors  of  Islands,  of  Provinoes,*and  Lieutenant 

Governors  thereof. 
Commanders  in  Chief,  for  Contingencies. 
Paymasters  of  Provincial  Forces. 
Purveyors  of  Hospitals. 
Quarter  Masters    General,  and   Deputy  Qoartcf 

Masters  General. 
Soperintendant,  &c  of  Indian  ASaiia. 
Secretaries  to  Governors. 
Secretaries  to  Commanders  in  Cltief. 
Clerk  of  the, House  of  Commons,  for  printii^the 

Journals. 
Military  Canal— Paymaster  of  Works. 


K.  B.<— Any  person  to  whom  Money  may  be  Imprested  on  Acoonnt  for  Extraordinary  Semoaa  ( 
relating  to  the  Navy  or  Ordnance)  becomes  a  Public  Accountant,  and  is  compelUble  to 
Account  in  this  Ofllee. 


This  CUus  also  amimm, 

» 

-list  of  AcoQunta  Deliverad  Over  by  the  late  Commissioneni  for  AnditiBf  Public  Acooontt  to  4he  Com* 
misstoners  appointed  for  the  like  purpose  under  the  46th  Geo.  S. ;  and  of  the .  Accounts  since  received 
into  the  Audit  Ofl&ce,  Somerset-Phce,  or  since  received  into  the  Office  of  the  said  Commissi 
wliich  have  MxmBa  been  Audited,  Stated,  or  Declared;— completed  to  the  5th  of  January  lit  I. 


XJst  of  the  Acconoto  Delivered  Oter  by  the  late  Commiasioners  for  Aaditmg  the  Public  Account!  to  the 
Commisiiuiiers  appointed  for  the  like  purpose  under  the  46th  Geo.  8  and  of  the  AooouDti  since  ie» 
ceived  into  the  Audit  Offlon»  SomerseUPIace,  or  aince  received  into  the  Office  of  the  said  Conaus- 
aiooers,  whioh  bavi  been  either  Stated  or  Declared;  so  Air  at  any  fialanoea  appear  to  be  now  vsnjt% 
to,  or  firom,  the  Public,  upon  any  Mcb  Aec<miit«;<— coo^^teted  to  llis  jth  tf  Jwmlnf  1811. 


«iii]  PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— Gbsat  Biitaim.— 7>«b  mi  fhmgcoum,  [siv 

IV.— TRADE  AND  NAVIGATION  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


!■■ 


Value  qf  all  Imfobts  into,  and  all  £xports  from  Great  Britain^  for  Tkret  Yean, 

ended  tth  January  1811. 


Yemr  ended  5th  Jaooary  1809 

1810 

1811 


UriICIAL  VALUE  of 

iMroRn, 


rrom  ' 
birafw,  Africt, 
•od  America. 


From 

Sast  ladict  And 

Cbloa. 


omcuL  VALUE  «r 

ULPORia. 


Brttiali 
ProdaccaMi 


86,691,963 
35,104,133 
34,940,550 


roveifft 

McKMndisc. 


£, 
7,863,305 
15.183,768 
10,945,309 


£.  ^r^ 

33,780,704  5,848,649 
30.409,384  3,363,035 
36,423,143  |  *  | 

K<Ae— The  Value  of  Britiih  Pnidace  end  Maoafkctares  Exported  from  Great  Britain, 
BCtording  to  the  average  Prioei  Current,  and  Declaratioite  of  the  Exporters, 

in  the  Year  ended  the  5th  of  January  1811,  amoanted  to     £,  49,975,634 

*  The  Account  of  Importa  fion  the  East  Indies  and  China  cannot  yet  he  giv^eo. 

[The  Appendixes  to  this  Account  specify  the  variona  Aiticlee.] 


VuMnher  ^  Vessels,  wkh  the  Jmoum  qf  their  Tonnage,  which  have  been  AnmiaOy  Buili 
and  Regittered  in  the  ieverai  i^ts  qf  the  British  Enifire,  (except  Ireland)  between  Sik 
Jan.  \  SOS  and  Cth  Jan.  1811. 


lo  the  Year  1808 

In  the  Year  1609,  being  the  Account  delivered  last  Year,  and  now  corrected. 
^1  the  Year  1810 .* 


siurs. 


568 
596 
612 


TOMS. 


57,140 

61^96 
77,036 


^HB 


Number  qf  Vessels,  uuh  tJu  Amount  qf  their  Tonnage,  and  the  Number  ef  Men  wnid 
Boys  utamlly  employed  in  Navigating  the  name,  which  belonged  to  the  etveral  ForU  qf  tka 
British  Empire,  on  the  SOth  September,  in  the  Years  lbOS»  \S09,  and  1810. 


SBngland..... 

Quemsey  .••.•... 
Jersey  ......,.,'.. 

Isle  of  Man 

Plantationi 

Scotland 
Ireland  . 


•  •  o^  •■•• 


»  oiai  ••••  ••••  •••• 


In  1808. 


KUirs. 


15,337 

MO 

66 

381 

3,066 

3,593 

1,104 


32,646 


tOliS. 


I,833ft971 

10,850 

5.429 

9,337 

194,433 

311,950 

58,959 


3,384,819 


MEV. 


119.881 

1,06] 

500 

8,316 

13,081 

15,043 

5,334 


157,105 


In  1809. 


sRirs. 


15,687 

118 

58 

373 

3,188 

8,534 

1,119 


TOMS. 


1,875,834 
10,503 
5,451 
8,989 
301J247 
306.075 
60,979 


33,0706,368,468 


In  1810. 


TORS. 


1,918,089 

9,947 

5,454 

8,785 

315.383 

809,736 

58.650 


160,598||  33,70313,486,044 


186,008 

883 

550 

8,117 

14,157 

15,06i 

5,416 


164,195 


Number  ^Vessels,  with  their  Tonnage  and  Men,  which  entered  Inwaeds  and  cleared  Out* 
WARDS,  at  the  several  i'orts  qf  Gkbat  Bhitain, /rom,  or  to,  all  Farts  qfthe  World,  between 
5th  January  ]b08,  and  5th  January  1811. 


nWARDS.                                                j 

eVTWAKDS. 

^          niiTtSfi. 

»X>RBICN.               (      I 

f^          Bsmsii. 

rmiuGN. 

land. 
1808- 
1809. 
1810- 
Scot- 
land. 
1808  ■ 
1809. 
1810. 

sHirs. 

8,978 
10173 
10467 

• 

3,338 
3,483 
3,090 

-1X>RS.            MEX* 

•am. 

1,839 
4,693 
6,199 

06 
830 

677 

TUNS.          SIEM. 

fiutriL 

9,431 
9,935 
10159 

8,493 
2,564 
3,931 

TONt. 

MEM. 

tuini. 

1.83 

4,379 
6,310 

7> 
151 
431 

TOIIS. 

HIM. 

1,110,901 
1,387,733 
1,346,990 

303,340 
811,850 
368,098 

69,  37 
80,938 
84,776 

13,617 
14,858 
18,134 

269,970 

732,930 

1,070,080 

13,983 

36,367 
106,163 

14.818 
56,430 
54,36H 

<94 

1,865 
5,836 

1.153|488 
1.318,506 
1,369,696 

919,383 
313,644 
854,4341 

74,373 
87,153 
89,435 

15,360 

15.370 
18,878 

373,104 

674,66( 

1,073^35 

10,041 
35,070 
64,993 

i5,116 
>.5,894 
57,187 

555 
1,36E 
3,689^ 

XfJ 


PARL.  ACCOUNTS—GiEAT  BniTAiK.^PitUic  Bxpmdilurt. 

v.— PUBLIC  EXPENlilTirilE. 


[xvi 


I.  For  Interest,  S&c.  on  the  Permanent 

Debt  of  Grfl«t  Brilain,  Unredeemed^ 

Ctiarges  of  Manai^enient , 

Redaction  of  the  National  Debt    .... 

II.  The  Interest  on  Excheqner  Bills,  (B.) 
in.  The  Civil  List,  (C.)     

"other  Charges )S?"J^**^'^"'**'*  ' 
^V»    <  r«««-^i:j,»-^  >  Allow,  to  Roy.  Fain. 


Fund,  viz. 


Bounties 


V.  Civil  Government  of  Scotland,  (D) 
yi.  Other  Payments  in*  Anticipation,  (E) 
Bounties    for    Fisheries,  Manufac- 
tures, Corn,  &c. 
Pensions  on  the  Hereditary  Kevenne 
Militia,  and  Deserters  Warrants.. .. 

TU.  Navy,  (F.)  Wages  of  Officers  &  Seamen 
Half  Pay  to  Sea  Officers  and  Bounty 

to  Chaplains  ....• ••.••.. 

Wages  to  His  Majesty's  Dock    and 

Rope  Yards • « 

General  Services.— ^Bniiding  of  Ships, 
Purchase  of  Stores  of  every  descrip- 
tion, Repairing  of  Ships,  Purchase 


£. 


s,    d. 


of  Ships  takein  from  the  Enemy, 
Head  Money,  &c. 

Bins  of  ExcbangCy  Imprests,  Salaries, 
Pensions,  fcc. 


2,780,000 

200,000 

1,020,000 


0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 


£. 

<.' 

'  I/. 

21.555,401 

4 

0^ 

217.825 

13 

^i 

11,660,601 

5 

H 

. 

958,000    0 
'70,490     9 


0 
8 


7,192  15     0 
301,789    8    44 
65,625  J7»I1 
130,011   11     8 


580,324    8    0^ 

27,700    0    0 

167,974  18  lOi 


The  Victualling  Department 

Transport  da  for  Transports,  Prisoners 

uf  War,  Sick  &  Wounded  Seamen 

Miscellaaeoas Services    •••.. 


VIII.  Ordnance  (G) 

IXi  Army,  (H)— Ordinary  Services,  viz. 
For  Regulars,  Fencibles,  Militia,  In- 
valids, and  Volunteer  Corpi  .... 
Commissary  In  Chief  .•......••. 

Barracks... ....a 

Staff  Officers  &  Officers  of  Garrisons 

Half-pay ••••.••••.. 

Widows  Pensions,  &c* ...•. 

Chelsea  Hospital   •••.. 

Exchequer  Fees     « 

Pay  of  Public  Offices 


2,575,000 
3,811,706 


0 

2 


0 
6 


3,868,979  18  11 
366,000    0    0 


Extraordinary  Services 


X.  I/Miis,  Remittances,  and  Advances  to 
other  Countries,  (I)  viz. 

Ireland       •....•.•• 

Sicily 

Portugal     ••••«•• •• 

Spain  •... «•• 


XL  Miscellaneous  Services :  (K) 

At  Home 

Abroad   •••..»..•..•• 


8,813,816  2  6 

1,050,000  0  0 

392,737  17  8 

294,988  6  6 

183,862  11  10 

57,617  0  0 

331,668  10  6 

94,071  16  1 

138,860  6  9 


10,386,706    2    6 
5,438.726    2    0} 


4,232,979  18  11 


£, 


3f»,433,82S 
i,8i5,i05 


«.     d. 


2  iOl 
4     H 


1,533,110     2     7|. 
118,186  13     3' 


775^99     6  11 


11,357,622  14  10 
7,178,077     9     2 


20.05a.4ri    9    5i 
4^658,331  14    8 


Deduct  Loan^  ^c.  for  Ireland    •        .        • 
De<)uct  for  Interest,  &c.  on  Portugqeie  Loan 


5,294,416  13  3 

425,000  0  0 

1,247.898  19  8 

387,294  2  2 


18,536^300    4    0 


1,990,315  18    8 
280,551  15    3i 


5,294,416  13    3 
57,170    3  .  0 


7,354^609  14    7 


2,270,867  »5  Uf 


90^548,151     0    51 
5,351,586  16    5 


This  mcMcftbfSiim  of  ^.435,303  8  ;3  for  Intsrest,  &c.  paid  oa  Imperial  Loans,  df. 

9 


85,196,564    4    2{ 


XtllJ 


PARL.  AGCOUNTSU-GuAT  BtrrAiiw^AMe  Bxprndimt. 
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APPENDIX  ( A).— ilfonb  f»tf  ii  ike  Yt»  eukd  5tk  Jm.  1811,  iawardnkt  Oargei  qf 
ike  Public  Debt  qf  GtttU  Briiam,  Ireland,  Imperial  mnd  PortvgueMe  Lmuu. 


F^mdcd  Debt  of  Great  Brituo 
for  the  Serrice  cf  Irebwl 


Imperial  Loans 


z:  7.  Z 

18»316»189  19  0 

1^26bl76  1  0 

194,193  7  5 

25,886  9  6 


30^062,367  16  11 


aad  flir 
Tmosof  Tmn. 


£,      u  d 

1,153,348  19  81 

109,684    7  5 

280,000    0  0 


1.493^033    7 


198,864 

14,781 

4,180 


4    9t 
7  10 
0  10 


Tofvards  the  EBdemptioa  of  the  Public  Debt ; 
Ammal  Iame,per  Act260eo.  III.      • 

IKtto ".  42  Do. *,. 

Anookies  for  Terms  of  Yean  expired  prior  to  5tli  July  1802  ... 
Ditto....  on  Lives,  on  wb'ch  the  Nonioees  died  prior  to  5tfa 

Jaljr  1802,  or  that  have  been  oaclamMd  for  3  Years 

Interest  oa  Debtof  Qieat  Britaio  redeemed      ..•....••••••.. 

Ditto  on  part  of  Ditto 

Ditto , Irehnd • 

Ditto    .•••.••.••• Imperial      •.••.•.•....••....•••.• 

Ditto    ', ••   Pbjrto^ese... 

£.  1  per  c«nt  on  part  of  Capitals  created  since  5th  Jan.  1793 

Part  of  the  Aonoai  Appropriation  ••••......• ••••••... 

£»  1  per  cent  on  Capi'^ls  created  by  Loans  for  Ireland  .••• ... 

Ditto  Imperial  Loans .....*«•••••.•.••• 

Ditto  Poftngoese  dOb       .•.••••..•••..••••.•••. 

iateiCBton  Stuck  transferred  for  Life  Annnities 


l/)00,000    0 

200,000    0 

79,880  14 


1}  217,825 
na(.  1,4931033 
^20^062,367 


52,269  15 

4.818,503    3 

89,809  11 

205,889  18 

30,955  12 

979    3 

3390,^2  11 

626,255  10 

'   564,719  16 

36,693    0 

30,000    0 

33,563    0 


0 
0 
6 

7 
11 

8 
8 


13    5i 

7     \\ 
16  11 


21,773^226  17    6 


11.660,502    0     \\ 


7  (33, 
II     = 


,433,728  17     1\ 


»4 
5 

6 

0 

0 

8 


APPENDIX  (A.  2.)— Toro/  Amaiaa  qf  ihe  Sumi  aciwdfy  receieed  by  lAeCoMiiissioiiEES 
fmr  ike  Reduaion  of  ike  National  Debt,  m  ike  Year  ending  :>tk  Jan.  1811. 


GHtAi   BHIlAiS. 

Ammal  Itsne   .••••••.•• •••.•••••••...••.••.••. 

Ditto  additiaoal  Issue       .••.••• •• 

£xche(|ner  Annuities  for  99  and  96  years  expired  1792  ••••  ..•• 

Short  Annuities  1777  expired  1T87       .•.. 

Annoitieson  Lires  expired  pnor  to5th  Joly,  1802    ..., 

Annuities  on  Lives  unclaimed  fur  3  Yean  prior  to  5ih  Jan.  1810. 
£,  1  per  cr.  on  part  of  Capitais  created  by  Loans  from  1793  to  IS  10. 
Interest  on  Capitals  purchased  by  the  Commrs.  at  X.  3  per  cent. 

••••••.•••  Ditto     ..•••••••.. ......^.4  percent 

•« ••  Ditto    1 «6'.  5  per  cent. 

Ditto  on  Capitals  transferred  for  Life  Aonntties,  at  «f  .  3  per  cent. 
Betomedlrom  Account  of  Life  Annuities  ...•••••••••.••••.•• 


Ammal  Appropriation  tovaids  Itedemptioa  of  part  of  Loan  1807 
lateisatooCapitalpurchasedatj^.  3  per  cent. •••••• 


Dednct,  wdL  apait  from  Sinking  Fond  lor  payment  of  life  Anns: 

IRELAND. 
XAper  cent  on  CapiUis  created  hy  Loons  lirom  1797  to  ISlO. 
Interest  OQ  Capital  purchased  at  «^.  3  per  cent... ••••••• 


IMPERIAL. 
X,  1  per  cent  per  ann.  on  Capital  created  by  Loan  1797 
Interest  on  Capital  puichased  at  X.  3  per  cent.... 


PORTUGAL, 
Towards  BedenqiCion  of  Capital  created  hy  Loan  1809 
Interest  on  Gspital  purcbatfed  at  ^.3  per  cent.  ••..... 


Applied  to  the  porchase  of  Stock  ••••. 
Ditto  to  the  payment  of  Life  Annnities, 


£7^ 

1,OOOJOOO 

200,000 

54,880 

25,000 

21,111 

31,157 

3390i982 

4,521,261 

290,142 

7,100 

33^63 

99 


0 

0 

14 

0 

16 

19 


d 
0 
0 
6 
0 
1 
6 


11  8^ 
3  11 
0  0 
0  0 
0  8 
5     3 


626,255  10    5 
89,809  11     8 


564,719  16    6 
205,889  18    8 


36.693 
30,955 

0 

12 

0 

7 

30,000 
979 

0 

3 

0 
11 

£.      I.      d. 


10L075»298  It    7| 
716,065    2    1 


1^791,363  13    %l 
76.974  14    3 


10,714,388  19  5\ 

770,609  15  2 

67,646  12  7 

30,979    3  II 


U,58%626  II     14 
76,974  14    3 


lU66a601    5    4| 


VOL.  XJL^Appem^. 
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six}  PARIm  AGCOUMTStf— dMAT  BMTAm.— J^fe  JBfouidMv.  fxiis 

APPENDIX  (B:)^^ii0ne«  potil  on  EvcnnvER  Bimj»  >ojn  1A0  5M  Jim.  IS10*  io  lie 

5tA.^.  1811. 


Uixler  what  Acta  baaed. 


On  what  Funcli  charged. 


48  Geo.  UL  cap.  53.    .......    To  he  paid  off  6  monlha  ailev  Paaoe    - 


Ditto      cap.  114. 

49  Geo.  111.  cap..  1.  -  - 
Ditto  cap.  9.  -  - 
Ditto  cap.  3.  -  - 
Ditto  cap.  52.  -  - 
Ditto  cap.  93.  -  • 
Ditto     cap.  lU.  -  « 

50  Qeo.  Ill,  cap.  1.  -  • 


Siipplia»  1809 

Melt,  and  PenonalJBrtate^  1809  - 

SuppUM,  1810 

Dillo   -.- 

Ditto  --• 

^dn,  1809 

3applieel8t0     *..•-• 
Miat»  and  PenoBal  Estate,  liSlO 


X.      «.  if. 

90»ooo  a  a 

2^,091     6  H 

90^771     6  % 

548^253  1»  4 

75,000    0  0 

852,794     7  1{ 
672,027  14    5, 

95^102    8  S{ 
43,134  14  10 

S.  1,815«105    4  If 


APPENDIX  {Cy^Charge  mfon  the  Consolidaibd  Fvmv  m  Mr  Yctm  mded'tke  M 
Jan.  181 1  ;  excluswe  ^  iti  buorea  if  the  Public  Debt,  and  qf  Me  Pa^maUi  ifon 
ExcHBOfUBR  Bills. 


CIFIL  LIST.  £.     $. 

PorhisMajefty*tHoa«ehoU...«  898,Q00  0 
Dittoper  Act  44 Geo.  3  ..«....,       60,000    0 

COURTS  OF  JUSTICE. 
Jadges  of  England  and  Wales  • .  •       1 3,050    0 
Inspector  of  temponuy  Plaoaa  of 

coofioement  for  Felons    ••••  350    0 

Receirer  of  Thames  Police  piaice  5,843  4 
Receiver  of  Seven  Public  Ofllces  1 7,02 1  1 
>Gbief  Justices  of  the  Admimlty 

Coorts  at  Bahama.  Nova  Sq»- 

tis,  Malta,  Bermuda«»Janiaica» 

andBarhpdoes     10|702    4 

Jildges  of  England;  Deficieneies 

ofSalary      13^23  18 

Jadges  of  Wales;  addjt  Selaiy  3*200  0 
Sberiffi  of  England  and  Wales  .  4,000  a 
'  Keeper  of  the  Hanaper  •»••••..         3>000    0 

MINT. 
The  liaster  of,  in  England  ....         3,450    0 
••..  Ditto  ....  Scotland    ....         1,200    0 
Receiver  of  Fees  in  the  Oifioe  of 

theMint      8|542  15 

SALARIES  5f  ALLOWANCES^ 
Marqnis  of  Bute,  late  one  of  the 

Auditors- of  Imprest 7,000    0 

P.  Deare,  esq.  late  Deputy  do.  .  300'  0 

E.  Roberts,  esq.  on  if .  850  fM>-> 

merly  paid  to  the  Andiior  of 

the  Esobequer •...  650    0 

GMomissioners  fiir  Auditing  the 

Pohlio  Acoonnts 10,900    0 

Salariceand  Contingencies  ii\  the 

Oflke  of  Ditto 35,909    3 

Chief  Cashier  of  the  Bank  for  fees  938    7 

Inspector  of  Tontine  Certificates  500    0 

Commissioners  for  auditing  the 

West  India  Accounts 3^00-  0 

Salaries  and  Contingencies  in  the 

Office  of  Ditto 5,928    7 

PENSIONS. 

Arthur  Onslow,  esq 3,000    0 

Earl  of  Chatham    ••••.•....••         4,000    0 

Loid  Heathfieid      1,500    0 

locd  Rodney  ..^.. ,         2,000    0 

....DKto  ••,.•. 923     1 

Lndy  Dorehester    •.••.•.•••••  1,000    0 

JobnPann      •••... 3,<K)0    0 

BkhardPenn i^oOO    0 


d. 
0 
0 


0 
0 

10 


51 


I* 

0 
0 

0- 
0 


0 
0 


8 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 


Bis  R.H..the  Prince  of  Wales.  65,DQQ  0  0 

Ditto  the  Dak*  ofYoilu....—  14,000  0  0 

nittn  ,- rj«w«t. —  IS,000  0  • 

Ditto......-.^»Iki«fen    •...«  6,000  0  0 

Ditto«^«.....«^«KeDt     10,000  •  8 

Ditto««^«««..«^  Ditto    6,000  0  0 

DitlD. Ckimherilaid  18,000  0  ft 

Ditto........... Ditto      ....  6,000  0  0 

Ditto .••..•  SosBoc  ....  12,000  0  0 

Ditto............  Ditto     ....  6,000  0  0 

Ditto.... Gambridgn  .  18,000  0  0 

Ditto..*.........  Ditto      ....  6,000  0  0 

Princess  Charlotte  of  Wales  ••••  7,000  0  Q 

Duchess  of  York    4,080  0  0 

Duchess  of  BransiPick   10,000  0  0^ 

Dnkeof  Brunsirick 7,080  9  ^ 

Duke  of  Gloucester 14,000  0  0 

Princess  Sophia  of  Gloooester  ..  7,000  0  0 

Earl  St  Vincent 8,000  0  0 

Vtaoonnt Dnnoaft  ••....• 8,000  0  0 

Dnke  of  Richmond. 6,333  6  8 

SirBeanraentHotham,kait.....  2,000  0  0 

LoidErskine   4,000  0  0 

Sir  Sydney  Smith   1,000  0  0 

Baiouess'Aberenmbie  .........  3,000  0  0 

Lord  Hutchinson •  3,000  0  0 

Sir  James  Sanmares,  Bart.  ....  •     1,900  0  0 

For  the  Prince  of  Oiange     ....  16,000  0  0- 

FV>r  Lord  Amherst  ..• 3,000  0  0 

DukeofAtboU      •  4,130  0  0 

Eari  Nelson 5,000  0  0 

Lady  Nelson   2,000  0  0 

Sir  Richard  Stiacban,  Bart.  ••••  1,000  0  8 

Urd  Coiimgimid 500  0  0 

Lady  Collingwood  890 

Hon.  Sarah  Collingwood 415 

Hon.  Mary  Patience  CoUingwood  4 1 5 

SirJ.  T.Duckworth 1,000 

DokeofGrafloQ     , 4>580 

Sir  John  Stuart • 1,000 

Lord  Lake       9,000 

Lord  Wellingtoo 9,881 

BOUNTIES. 

For  Hemp  and  Flax  in  Scotland  2,956 
Commissionen  appointed  to  pay 
Compensatieiisto  Psrsons  snf- 

farin^  under  the  Deck  Act  ..  118,0M 

Salaries,  &c.  m  their  Office  9,000 

'      ^.1,533.110  9  "'i 


11    H 

H 

0 
0 
0 
0 


5 
5 
0 
0 
0 
0 


8  10 
13    8 


IS   8 

0    0 


) 


PABL.  ACOQUMTS.— GaSkT  &ut«iMj«*AiUie  £|pnAiNr«. 
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4PPEN9IX  <I>.)--il  Xtff  y*  «tf  jvoft  Sm  and  Sum  qt  Money  m  hmoe  ben  momred,  ^i 
became  due  upon  Rk  Mqfes^'t  EualUhmetU  Jcr  Civil  Affairs  uiUhin  Scotland,  btat" 
ing  Dale  the  19M  Day  qf  June  1161,  for  one  Year;  from  5th  Jan.  1810  tnctunve,  to 

.   5thJttn.lSl\€xcluswe       „ <^.  118,186  15  3 


i^M^i,^DlX  (E.  l,)'^Amouni  <gf  Bounties  paid  in  England  and  ScotUtnd  oui  qf  the 
RBoenuuqf  Cteomt  and  JExciee,  between  the  bth  Jan.  1810  and  lAe  5th  Jan.  1611 ; 
'^''-'-  Faymenti  in  the  nafure  tfJnkc^aiioniiif  Esteheguer  hmtet. 


CUSTOMS. 
Bonatiet'  oo  Cottoo  and    liaea  Mumfac- 

turei,  &c.  ••••• « 

••••••••  Britiih  and  Sontbern  Whale  Fidhery. 

..NewfbandlftndaadWluteliefringclQ. 

EXaSE. 

Bountietoo  British  Spiftts.. •.•...••• 

on  Fith  .«•• k.«.. 

Bun  and  Barrel  Boanties,  certified  so  UieEs- 
ciae  for  Deficiency  of  Money  in  the  hands 
of  the  Reoei?er  Qsneral  of  die  Customs.  •• . 


WCLAHO. 


iA«* 


scoTLAvo.  oaiATmrAW. 


ujm,  t  n| 


459,229  13    4| 


5,Tro  ^  n| 


•c*        «•    a. 

561,661  n    5} 


18,662  16    4 


121,094  14    7}   580,324    8    0| 


APPENDIX  (E.  2.)— Post  Office — Penriom  and  ParSamenituy  Grants^  trl  the  Year 

ended  the  5th  Jan.  l$U. 

JUs Gmoa the i)nhe of  Maribonxigh ^.5,000 

His  Oiace  the  Duke  of  Grafton 4^700 

TheUeifaofthelateDakeofSchomberg 4,000 

£.  13,700 


PENSIONS,  viz. 


APPENDIX  (£.  3.)— Excise.— iln  Account,  Mhtunng  how  the  Public  Monies  remauiing 
in  the  Rece^  qf  the  Exchequer  on  the  5th  Jan,  1810,  together  with  the  Moniee  ptad  into 
the  eame  iiuring  the  Year  ended  5th  Jan.  181U  andthe  Monies  paid  out  qf  the  tfei  Fro- 
dmoe  <f  li^  JS^entKi  qf  the  md  Ytar  m  Anticipation  qf  ^  Etckeqner  Keee^,  haoe  been 
aetwaify  t^ied;  to  Jtt  ae  r^arA  the  Reee^  qf  the  Excite  in  England,  and  eanbeae^ 
'  at  the  Ejtdie  Qfice. 

£.  t.  dm 

DukeofOraAoii...... , •»•••.*...  9,000  0  0 

EariCowper • •«.. 2,000  0  0 

Charles  Boone,  Esq.  Moiety  of  the  Earl  of  BatUs  ...  1 ,500  0  0 

LordMdho«rM^.«..Ditto .1,500  0  0 

BOUNTIES 

Salted  PioTision«,  8cc     ..«.. ..12,731  3  9    ( incltided  in 

British  Spirits • m 161  2  10{  }  App.  £.  1. 

i£.  26,892    6    7| 

.^M^^^M^.^-^    w       «    H    ■         .I'll.        ■  .    ■     _    .  —— ^  _  ■  .  -^m^^—  .   .  ,  ,|  J  — I— »^|.  ■     .  I        1^ 

APPENDIX  (B.  4.)— Swit  adoaaced  by  the  Beceioen  General  qfLand  and  Aeatued  Taxee, 
on  Account  qf  Militia,  and  Desbetbiis  Waeeants,  Ond  other  Ditbursemente  under  varioue 
AeUqfPartiament;  between  the  5th  Jan.  \nii}  and  5th  Jan.  1811. 


BCilitia  and  Deserters  Warrants 

Volonteert  .••.•••.. 

Defence  Acts    .■•....■•.......• 

Amy  of  lUsepre     ..••.•••..... 


BKCLAHD  A  WALSS. 


£.        t.  4, 

81,306    4  U 

25,398    7  0 

3,020    2  7 

16,429  11  5| 


126,154    5    3 


scoTUKa. 


£.     $.  H. 
16,465  18     1 
19,319  12    t\ 

63    0    0 
5,372    2  11 


TOTAL. 


£.     t. 

d. 

97,772    2 

?i 

44.717  19 

3,083    2 

7 

21,801  14 

H 

41,220  13    74  167,374  18  lOf 


%\xj  PAML.  ACCOUNTS^— >GMAT  'BwrAm.^PMk  EKpenikute.  f 

APPENDIX  (9:}^Inimtst  pM  on  Evcbbqvbk  Bi&lsi  ft^m  iht  5th  Jbk  I'SIO*  lo  <ie 

5tAJ<bii.  1811. 


Under  what  Acts  Usoal, 


On  what  Fundi  charged. 


48  Geo.  UL  cap.  53.    •.«...    Ta  be  paid  off  6  monttia  aftev  P«aae    - 


Ditto      cap.  114 

49  Geo.  III.  cap.    1.  ....•-    • 

Ditto       cap.    2.  .....    • 

Ditto       cap.    3.  -    .    .    «    •    - 

Ditto       cap.  52.  ...'..- 

Ditto       cap.  93.    - 

Ditto     cap*  114 

5Q  Geo.  lU.  cap.  l.  .    .    •    «    •    . 


SoppUaa  1809 

MiJt,  aod  PcTMnal  JBtftate,.  1809  -    « 

Suppttci^  1810   -.-.-.. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Md»,  1809 

3appUefrl810     .-...•. 
MiUt»  eiid  Penonal  £it>te,  taiO     - 


90.000   a  o 

83»08t     6  t^ 

90^171     6  % 

543,253  1»  4 

75,000     0  O 

258,794     7  1{ 

672,027  14^  5, 

25,102     2  3i 

43,134  14.  lO 

S.  1,815«105     4  1$ 


APPENDIX  {C.y^Charge  tfcn  the  Consoudatid  Ftiuv  m  fAr  Ymt  auM'cle  ^tk 
Jan.  1811;  excluswe  ^  the  Inupat  if  the  Public  DttBT,  and  qf  the  Paymente  nfon 
ExcHBdUBB  Bills. 


CIVIL  LIST. 
For  his  Majesty's  Household..... 
Ditto  per  Act  44  Geo.  3  ..«....* 

COURTS  OF  JUSTiCB. 
Judges  of  England  and  Wales  • . . 
Inspector  of  temporary  Places  of 

confinement  for  Felons  ..»• 
Receiver  of  Thames  Police  pffice 
Receiver  of  Seven  Public  Offices 
•Chief  Justices  of  the  AdmimlQr 

Courts  at  Bahama,  Nova  Seo-* 

tia,  Malta,  BermudUiJamaicaB 

and  Barbpdoes    

Judges  of  England;  De6cienei«e 

ofSalary •...••• 

Judges  of  Wales;  addit^  Salary 
Sberiffii  of  England  and  Wales  • 

Keeper  of  the  Hanaper • 

MINT. 
The  Master  of,  in  England  .... 
••••  Ditto  ....  Scotland    .... 
Receiver  of  Fees  in  the  Office  of 

the  Mint      

SALARIES  ec  ALLOWANCES^ 
Marquis  of  Bute,  Iste  one  of  the 

Audlton. of  Imprest  .,.•••... 
P.  Deare,  esq.  late  Deputy  do.  . 
E.  Roberts,  esq.  on  £,  350  fkro 

marly  paid  to  the  Auditor  of 

the  Exchequer 

Gftfflmissioners  for  Auditing  the 

Poblia  Accounts  •• 

Salaries  «nd  Coott^gencies  in  the 

Office  of  Ditto 

Chief  Cashier  of  the  Bank  fbr  fees 
Inspector  of  Tontine  Certificates 
Commissioners  for  auditing  the 

West  India  Accounts  ........ 

Salaries  and  Contingencies  in  the 

Office  of  Ditto    

PENSIONS. 
Arthur  Onslow,  esq,      ........ 

Earl  of  Chatham    

Lord  HeatbBeld      

Lord  Rodney  ••«•...••••...•• 
•.■•DHio ....  .••....«•••..•.. 

I^dy  Dorchester »... 

JobnPenn  •.•••••.•••..... 
Richard  Penn ...••.. 


£p      1.  d» 

898,000    0  0 

60,000    0  0 

13,050,0  0 

350    0  0 

5,843    4  8^ 

17,02i:    1  10| 


10^702    4  Wi 

13^23  13  U 

3*200    0  0 

4,000    0  0 

3^000    0  0 

3«450    0  0 

1,900    0  0 

9|542  15  0 


7,000    0    0 
300'  0    0 


650  0  0 

10,900  0  0 

35,909  3  8 

938  7  0 

500  0  0 

3,500  0  0 

5,928  7  3 


3,000 
4/)00 
1,500 
2,000 
923 
1,000 
3^000 
1,000 


0 
0 
0 
0 

t 

0 
0 

0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 


..  •«'« 


.  .••« 


Bis  K.  H..the  Prince  of  Waltt 
Ditto  the  Dulbs  of  York.....— . 

Ditto^rr^-^ Claiean.... 

Ditto...****..*..  Ilittn    *•*•< 
Ditto^M*  •*.  **^.Keni 
IMtto*.^...^..*.^  Ditto 

IKtto Gumhecfaid 

Ditto.***  •.•••**•  Ditto     ••*« 
Ditto... •...•••..  Sussex  •••• 

Ditto.*  .••«••••.•  Ditto     .... 

Ditto.... *••••.*•  Cambridge  . 

Ditto.**......*..  Ditto      »•«* 

Princess  Charlotte  of  Walei .... 

Dttcheuof  York 

Duchess  of  Bransvpick 

Duke  of  Brunswick ••• 

OnkeofGkMicester .....•• 

Princess  Sophia  of  Glonoester  .. 

Earl  St  Vincent     « 

Viioonnt Dunoair  ••••... 

Duke  of  Richmond*..  .•...•••  •• 
Sir  Beaumont  Hotham,  knt.... 

Lord  Erskine   • •••••..*.• 

Sir  Sydney  Smith 

Barouess  Abercitmbie 

Lord  Hutchinson    ..., 

Sir Jmims Sanmares,  Bart.  .... 

For  the  Prince  of  Orange     .... 

FiMr  Lord  Amherst  •.*......... 

DukeofAtboll      • 

Earl  Kelson     • 

Ijidy Nelson    ....• 

Sir  Richard  SIncban,  Bait  .... 

Lord  CollingwQnd • • 

Lady  Collingirood  • ..■••• 

Hon.  Sarah  Collingwood 

Hon.  Mary  Patience  CoUingwood 

SirJ.T.Doekwoith 

DufceofGrafton     * «.«• 

Sir  John  Stuart.. • 

Lord  Lake       •••• .*.... 

Lord  Wellington .•• 

BOUNTIES, 

For  Hemp  and  Flax  in  Scotland 

Commissionen  appointed  to  pay 

Compensatiens  to  PMsons  anf* 

ferine  under  the  Deck  Act  .. 

fcc.  in  their  Office  ... 


•..  .f  ..I 


14,000 

12,000 
6,000 

161,000 
6,000 

12,000 
6,000 

12,000 
6,000 

12,000 
6,000 
7,000 
4,000 

t0,000' 
7.080 

14,000 
7,000 
2,000 
2,000 
6,333 
2,000 
4,000 
l/MX) 
3.0OO 
2,000 
1,900 

16,000 

3,000 

4,130 

5,000 

2,000 

1,000 

500 

890 

415 

415 

1,000 

4,580 

1,000 

2,000 

9,881 


0 
0 
0 
0 

» 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
9 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


5 

5 
0 
0 
0 
0 


U8,0iM 
9,000 


o 
o 

• 
o 

o 

Oi 
0 

o 
o 

Q 

a 

0 
0 

H 

0 

o 
o 

o 

s 
o 
o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0- 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


11   1( 

0 
0 
0 
0 


8  10 


2,956  13    8 


18    0- 

0    0 


1,533.110 

ssssBsas 


2    7{ 
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APPENDIX  (I.)— ilii  AcanaU  qf  Loans,  Remittances  and  Advances^  to  tkher  Cimn* 

trio,  in  the  Year  ending  the  5th  Day  qf  Jan,  1811. 

There  was  remitted  out  ol  'SuppliwH  809  "andn  8 10,  to  tharperTof .  the  United 
KipgdoiD  called  Ireland, 

Out  of  Loans  Ailno  1809  and  1810,  per  Acta  49  and 

500eo.  3. 

Oat  of  Lotteriea  1809,  per  Act  49  Geo.  3.  cap.  94 


There  was  also  issued  oat  of  Supplies  1809  and  1810, 

To  complete  400.000  Sicilian  Subsidy  1809     

Inpartof  4^0,000  ........  Do 1310     ........ 

By  the  payment  of  Bills  draim  in  1810,  for  the  Serrice 

of  Portugal  ....•• » 

By  the  estimated  value  of  Stores soppUed  Do. ••• 


Deduct  Repaid 


£.         f.     d. 

5,190,000    0    0 
174,416  13    3 


100,000    0    0 
395,000    0    0 


£•      t,   rf. 
5,294,416  13    9 


4^,000    0    0 


1.337,517  19    2 
110,381     0    0 


1,347,899  19    8 
100,000    0    0 


Advances  by  the  Payment  of  Dills  drawn  in  1810,  for 
for  the  Service  of  the  Supreme  Junta  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Cadis    ••,...• •••••••• 


l.M7,898  19     2 
387,294    2    2 


2.000,193  J     4 


7,354.609  14    7 


APP£NDIX  (K.)— ilii  Account,  shewing  how  the  i^oniee  remaining  in  the  Rece^  of  the 
Exchequer  on  the  5th  dajf  qf  Jan.  1810,  together  with  the  Monia  paid  into  the  tame 
thtrmg  the  Year  ended  the  5th  day  of  Jan,  1811,  have  been  aetuaiiy  a/^iied;  eo  far  tu  rc^ 
lates  to  Miscellaneous  Services. 


SERVICES  AT  HOME. 
To  the  Governors  of  Qoeeo  Anne*s  Bounty  for  the  Augmentation  of  the  Maintenance 

of  the  poor  Clergy  1810 ...^ ... 

For  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Royal  Military  College  1809,10       ^ 

Ditto Royal  Militerv  AsyUim  1808,9,10   

Ditto Royal  Naval  Asylum  1810 

Ditto  of  erecting  the  Royal  Military  College  at  Sandhurst  1808 

For  printing  and  Stationary  for  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  1809,10     • .• 

FortheDeficiency  of  the  Grant,  Anno  1808  and  1809  fordo.     

Ditto  Anno  1808,  for  Printing  60th  Vol.  of  Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons  1810, 

For  Printing  1,750  Copies  of  the  6l8t  Vol.  of  Journals  of  Ditto  1809 ^ 

DiUo. . .  •  1 ,250  Ditto  38  and  39  Vols,  of  Journals  of  the  House  of  Peers  1810       «... 
For  printing  and  delivering  the  Votes  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  for  printing 

Bills,  Reports,  &c.  1810 

For  the  Deficiency  of  the  Grant,  Anno  1809,  for  Ditto • ^ 

For  reprinting  Journals,  Indexes,  and  Re|)orts  of  the  House  of  Commons  ........•••• 

For  printing  Index  to  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Peers     • •• 

To  bis  paid  for  Cpnviction  of  Felons  and  Overpayments  1809,10 '•......• 

For  defraying  Lav  Charges  1809 

For  defraying  the  Pjcpence  of  the  Public  Office  Bow  Street  1809,10 

For  confining,  maintaining,  and  employing  Convicts  at  Home    ....L...... 

Fur  the  Protestant  Dissenting  Ministers  in  England,  and  for  the  Relief  of  the  poor 

French  l^rotettant  Clergy  and  Laity • 

For  the  Ministers  of  the  Vaudois  Churches,  et  al 

For  the-relief  of  the  suffering  Clergy  and  Laity  of  France,  Toolooese,  Dutch  and  Cor- 

sican  Emigrants,  Saint  Domingo  Sufferers,  and  American  Loyalists «. 

To  the  East  India  Company  on  Account  of  the  Loan  of  £,  1,500,000,  authorized  by 

an  Act  50  Geo.  3.  cap.  114 

For  Works  and  Ri^atrs  of  the  Military  RMds  North  Britaio  1810      

Ditto oftheR<^ds  and  Bridges  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  1809 

For  making  an  Inland  Navigation  firom  the  Eastern  to  the  Western  Sea  1809 

K>r  carrying  ou  tlie  Building  of  a  New  Mint  1809,10 

Towards  completing  the  Lazarette  at  Chetoey  Hill  1810     ..^ 

For  Worts  at  the  Houses  of  Parliament  1810 ..^ 

For  the  Repairs  of  Henry  the  Seventh's  Chapel  1810    • ^.. 

For  the  Purchase  of  Bmldings,  and  Improvements  in  Westminster    ••••.. 

Towards  improving. and  securing  Holyhead  Haifaoor  1810  ••••......•*• 

For  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Royal  Military  Canal  1809      • 

For  better  tecaring  the  Docks  at  Pntsmoolby  nad  cateoding  the  lines  at  Duver    ..•• 


X. 


100,000    0 

0 

M,400    0 

0 

37,000    0 

0 

46.788  10 

I 

18,000    0 

a 

13,800    3 

9 

9,786    0 

U 

713  19 

3| 

3,490    3 

1. 

2,817  19 

7 

1,977  16 

0' 

8,805  17 

3 

9,978    0 

8 

1,564     I 

4 

7,500    0 

0 

15,000    0 

0 

8,358  18 

8 

56,187    0 

0 

5,981  17 

0 

1,328    5 

4 

160,148    5 

H 

1,000,000    0 

0 

5,696  11 

8 

10.000    0 

0 

50.000    0 

0 

98,886    5 

0 

81,000    0 

0 

11,560.  0 

0 

1.500    0 

0 

16,048    8 

8 

5,000    0 

0 

80,800    0 

a 

13,471  15 

0 

9>\^  ^MoinMi  jMft  AAmpmcm  ift  ch*  Ottnn»  t^  Cm  Bam 

■^^*  jW^WIBW  '^P'  iVvralM         ^^^^  #^^# ^^^^  #^tfi« ^^^^^ ^«»0i* ^*9« 

V^r  AM  tMAn^iwj  dl  Ike  GfiM»  Jh»  (M9,  iv  JJ 
Tv  flM  Tfwttm  «^  dM  Crc^ali  Kvmiib    ••^•.»«  ^^ 


ft^fUkm^mtrnt  \mMa/tmm%%\'i —««.•.•.«••••—••••—.— ^~-——        ^fiOB    O    0 

T»  JM iAmmrnxmimt i  <<  M>i  yy  f»<iyj      *«^.. ^..^•~.. —-       3I,«X>    O    0 

Mt4^ ««.*«  Iir  KerfnpOM tf  LaivlTi^lK.  ^  rirliwu'r*  Mi  Cv- 

^ii»l«  |{0«l«M ...^ ....^  ISi^OO  O  0 

T» Cj»C  itoifcy  far  Ii»  fgrwiiwi  tor cfcttawc an  wii  Him  w«fc  ^»m  iiwi''<  ^0^1  O  0 

7f»iSk^4atU»C^mm^/KU€^'mOi*OSim^at!btf^Mn^SKMnMtw^9iS^ ^  <i^00  0  0 

F«r  lfe«  ««t#»  H«Menf fin     .,•««••«*•••  ••••Ditto,, ••••••  1 809, 10.. ^•...  9p00  0  0 

rvTM^^fftf  UMf>M«#EMlMqMr  aadCtfkxvv  villi  8lat^^         — ......^  I/>I6  19  1 

fmfkmmkBfkntMku^mdbnapmgVmkti^  the  Oiitt  of  London  and  WwfitrT 

JMr9 ^„ ^.. - ....—.  4i^»0  0  O 

7m  Umptiiitm  t4  9tfMte^iilio^                                      •• 4^500  0  0 

Vm$»mtki^cmtef(AOfm,\fMtoil3ium\^iO    ——«•••—-•.••• ««-  970  7  g 

f^  rm  m  pnrfTTi  Tiilifir  irmli    3,000  0  0 

7o|i*|r«tf  joddJidMtjsecefUm^.SperCeBt.  AnooitMS 1S,T76  3  3 

For  tntkimUl  Bmptoem  to  pntmtmg  nod  dnwmg  the  Lottetioa  1809»10 13,250  O  0 

For Morteito  tlic  Oao«r0»  aod  iacjdoflUl  BMpitem  of  tbe  Commwriwirw  for  ro. 

4«diif  IbolVotMnil  Debt 3,000  0  0 

-T*  tto  CMcTCIorfc  hi  tho  OAm  of  the  Auditor  of  tl»  EsdMiocr  for  U*  cslni  t^^ 

to  pfwpviM  Ksdbfqoor  BiJlf  pmnioBl  to  Act  48  Oea  S. .•..^.•••— •••  300  O  0 

For  foddofltolXspoiioMatteadiaftlMileU  for  tlioBodcBiptiooaiid  Sale  of  tbe  land 

Tm18|0 1.393  16  8 

For  tlio  Salariof  aiid  Kxpaooat  of  tbo  AnwricaD  CoauDianoneis ••....  l.SOO  O  0 

TotboVaokofEnglaod,  for  HaDafemcBt  of  UfoAnnoitiei  1809,10       t06  6  lOf 

7«tli«]foid(0f  Englaodf  forI>iacouiitaopioiBpiPkyiBtiiliontlielxikieri^  t.897  6  11 

••••OHto.... for  MOiirlnf  Coatribatloos  to  Ditto ^800  0  0 

••••Ditto..*., ••  for  DiaoooDt  oo  prompt  PayoieBU  on  Loan  «£.  1^600,000  fiiM> 

1809 ;•...  35.983  3  O 

DMfo foritcoiviog  Ditto ll>680  0  o 

Jh  r0pUc§  io  Hit  M^ftH^s  Ciml  Uui  Revenues  ike  Amt  tMtmed  theremt,  purtmemi  fo 

jiddresut  ^f  ike  Hemee  qf  CommomSf  vts. 

T»  Sdwtid  Colmaiiy  Baq.  late  fieijoant  at  Amui  attendiog  tbe  Houae  of  CoramoDS.  for 

bit  Arraara  of  PaoiioD,  one  Year  to  tbe  5th  January  1810      500    0    0 

To  Cbarlaa  Ro«i,  Statnary,  being  tbe  tecond  Payment  due  to  him  ooder  a  Contract 

for  erecting  a  Monument  to  tbe  Memory  of  tbe  Marquis  Comvallis    2,917    3    0 

To  Ji  Calevy  Km.  for  Rewardf  to  Penona  emptoyed  by  tbe  Commi«ioaera  of  public 

lUoordf    7,614    4  10 

Tb  JeramUb  Dyfon,  Km.  Clerk  Aaiiatant  to  tbe  Home  of  Commons,  to  make  op  bis 

Allowance  equal  to  £.  9,0U0  for  bis  Serricei  during  the  Session  1 809  730    3    2 

Td  ThooMS  Kdlyne  Tomllns,  Esq.  for  bis  tnrable  in  campiliog  Registen  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  tbe  Expired  and  Expiring  Laws • 166    8    6 

To  the  OAcers  of  the  House  of  Commons,  for  their  attendance  on  tarious  public  Com- 

mitUes  of  tbe  House , 496    7    6 

To  George  Whiitami  Ssq.  for  dsiVaying  tbe  Expeace  of  making  an  Index  in  tbe  Votes 

of  UieUoute  of  Commons  for  Session  1809 • • 350    0    0 

T»  Richard  Wharton,  R^q.  for  bis  Services  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  d  Ways 

and  Moans  during  the  Sesfc  1809 ^ 1,269    7    0 

Tt  John  Henry  Ley^  Efq.  second  Clerk  Assistant  to  the  House  of  Commons,  for  bis 

Services  during  the  Semlon  1809    1^82    8    6 

Tb  John  Clomsntson,  Esq.  Deputy  Sa^enot  at  Arms  to  tbe  House  of  Commons,  to 

make  up  hit  Allowaoce  equal  to  ^,  300  for  his  Attandanoe  during  the  Session  1809  218  18    0 


Th  Wkuke  good  to  Hit  M^fetijfU  Goil  Ud  Reoemtet  Momm  iumd  tkeremU  for  ftMt 

Seroket  ,- 


TdOeortro  Eyrs ahd  Andrew  SImhan, Bh|.  for Piialivg, by oste of  theOsBMnitlee of 

Pubiic  HfVtMds • •«....         3,1«2    7    4 

To  John  l'Wnc<»,  Esq.  for  bis  assUtanoe  in  makh«  an  Index  to  the  RoUa  of  Parliameaft  428  13    0 

To  1V>.«a«  Brixti^*,  Km).  for  bis  tronble  in  formiog  an  Index  to  the  Jonmnls  of  the 

HoutcoflVfrs,  for  one  Year  to  5tbJttlv  1809 ^^.^  J33  13    6 

Tb  the  sam«\  for  Salaries  and  other  incidental  iipaaais  in  formiog  Indnm  to  Ihn 
JgiiinatioftboHoMOofPMfs,foroMYovtotho3lhJiriyl009.,....«...— •••        1»131    •   • 
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To  Lord  Wttlsmgliam  ar  GhmmiaA  of  tlir  QjMuiiiUi  «f  flie  Bran  of  Pfeen,  for  hii 

Services  duriug  tbe  Year  1«0» • 9,679  13    0 

To  N^lliam  WatsoDi  ^*  Setjomt  ml  Annr  to^  the-  House  of  Peen,  for  his  Senricet 

during  the  Year  >8©9      1,683    0    0 

To  Jobn  ClemcntsoDy  Esq.  Deputy  Serjeant  at  Arms  to  the  House  of  Commons,  lor 
tme  Year's  Rent  Of  a  House,  hr  lieu  of  Apartmenti  resigned  at  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, doe  Midsummer  last 819  14    0 

To  Edward  Sealy,  Esq.  fbrbilEtpences  in  praiecotmg  the  Elm  Bark  Bill  in  Parliament  162    5    3 

To  Thomas  Nettleship,  Esq:  for  poUisfaiog  the  average  price  of  brown  or  Muscovado 

Sugar,  for  two  Yearv  to  the  1st  October  1809 838  17    Q 

To  Dr.  Thonms  Brooke  Clarke,  for  extra  Expences  incurred  in  preparing  Returns  of 

the  Non-resident  Clergy  for  tiro  Years,  ended  85th  Maroh  1808   • 889  19    8 

To  the  same,  for  his  trouble  relative  to  an  Act  for  enforcing  the  residence  of  the 

Clergy  in  thchalfYear,  ended  5th  July  1809   878    6    6 

To  Kenneth  Mackenzie,  B^.  to  reimburse  him  the  Expeaoet  ineuncd  in  making  a 

Road  from  Coutin  to  Ullapool .''..... 324  18    6 

To  the  Officers  and  Clerks  of  the  Tally  Court  in  the  Exchequer,  for  levying  Tallies, 

from  5th  July  1808,  to 5th  Aprin809...«..«.«..M^.»« 1|160  12    0 

To  William  Chinnery,  Esq.  to  enable  him  to  pay  a  Bill  drawn  by  Drouty  Commismry 
Foibrook,  from  Van  Oiemans  Land,  to  OMMolidale  colonial  notea  iCir  the  oie  of  that 
IsUod _ 114  14    « 

To  Peter  Grant,  Esq.  Secretory  to  the  Commissioners  of  Military  Inquiry,  ibr  defraying 

the-fiipenoeof  the  said  Commiseioneiv  in  carrying  the  Act  into  execution  •■•••■■■         1,4'fv' ro    ^ 

To  James  Bead,  Esq.  for  defraying  the  Eapenoe  of  the  Establishment  of  a  Horsft 
Patrol,  for  the  better  security  of  the  public  Roads  leading  to  the  Metropolis,  for  one: 
Year  to  5th  January  1810 6,t66  18    0 

To  John  Mebeux,  Baq,  Assistant  Secretory  to  the  Cbmmissionen  for  the  Aflkirs  of  India, 
to  discharge  the  Expencet  of  Fumitnro  for  the  OiBoe  of  the  said  Commissioners  at  \ 
Dorset  House    ^ *t^f  1«    0 

lb  tin  Magistrates  of  the  Thames  Police,  ibr  the  Expences  incurred  in  carrying  into 

effect,  a  Plan  for  the  better  Security  of  the  Shipping  in  the  Port  of  London 958    8    0 

To  Messrs.  Robert  Walker  and  Go.  for  the  Expence  of  two  Prhitlog  Presses,  sent  as  a 

present  to  the  Regency  of  Portugal      ..•  706  17    8 

To  John  Meheux,  Esq.  to  discbarge  Bills  for  Works  done  at  the  House  occupied  by  the 

Board  of  Control       , , 898    8    5 

To  Edward  Patratt,  Esq.  to  be  by  him  di^buted  among  the  several  Persons  employed 

inpreparingthe  Journals  of  the  House  of  Leids,  to  be  printed,. ••••  368    9    6 

To  William  Chinnery,  Esq.  to  pay  Bills  drawn  by  Gov.  Thompson  from  Sierra  Leone       80,185    8  ll| 

To  Edward  Stracey,  Esq.  for  his  Services  as  Counsel  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tees of  the  House  of  Peen •••         3,396    9    0^ 

Tb  Robert  Mitiitrd,  Esq.  to  pay  a  Bill  drawn  by  Colonel  Robertson,  Governor  of  Port 
Geoige,  for  Freight  of  a  Boat,  and  to  discharge  a  Balance  of  an  Account  for  Repairs 
of  Port  Patrick  Harbour .* 44  II    0 

To  Bryan  Bentham,  Esq.  for  Expences  incurred  by  him  in  erecting  a  Prison  at 
Sheeraess    ^ »... ...«....« 389  16    0 

To  Thomas  Nicholas  Wittwer,  Esq.  for  examining  and  investigating  East  India  Ac« 

oounU  ooe  Year,  to  the  7th  September  1809      486  1^    0 

To  the  Magiktntes  of  the  Thames  Police  Office,  for  the  Expences  incurred  in  carrying 

into  effiMTt  a  Plan  for  the  belter  wcuiity  of  the  Shipping  m  the  Port  of  l/»don  ....  316  16   p 

To  Edward  Walmisley,  Esq.  to  be  by  him  distributed  amuni^  the  sereral  Persons  con- 
cerned in  preparing  the  38th  and  39th  Volumes  of  the  Lords  Journals  for  the  Prrss  849    8    0 

To  George  Dickens,  Esq.  Comptroller  of  the  Sutionary  Office,  for  Stationary  8enttoot< 

to  the  Cape  ofGood  Hope  in  1808 • 336  10    0 

To  James  Read,  Esq.  towards  defraying  the  Gbcpence  of  carrying  into  offset  a  Plan  foer 

the  E&tablishment  of  a  Horse  Patrol,  one  Quarter,  to  5th  April  18 1 0     ......  .•^. ••         1,546  17    0 

To  William  Chinnery.  Esq,  to  be  by  him  paid  to  Messrs.  Gumey,  for-ExpsBcaa^a 
Committees  ofthe  Houses  of  Pariiament,  in  Session  1809 371  18    0 

To  James  Read,  Esq.  towards  defraying  the  Expences  of  Special  Confltables  employed' 
during  the  late  Distaibaoces •.... * 1,034    5    0 

To  the  Representatives  of  the  late  Charies  Morris,  Surveyor  General  of  Lands  icnr  the 
Province  of  Nova  Sootia,  in  conaequeuoa  of-  an  under  ooo^otatkm  in  bia  Aoeonntai  193  IS    6 

SERVICES  ABROAD. 

To  pay  Billa  drawn  from  Sicily  for  Allowances  to  Tonlonasa  and  Gonican  Emigranta 

1809   , ^ 6,000  0  a 

To  pay  Bills  drawn  on  account  of  certain  retired  Duteh  Officers  . .« .• ..»««. . •  15,744  10  0 

To  |my  Bills  drawn  from  Jersey,  on  account  of  FVench  Emigrants  1810    «..,•  4,400  0  0 

For  HiaMsjesty's  Foreign  and  other  Sbcret  Services  1809,10      120,343  3  9- 

For  exploring  the  interior  of  Africa    •.••••••••.••••.•».«•»...•.•  500  0  0 

For  repairing  and  maintaining  British  Forts  and  Settlements  on  the  Coast  of  Africa....  23,000  0  0 

TopayBillsdrawnfromNewSouth  Wales  1809,10 ••..«. ^  53,193  0  0 

Tuwanlf  rebuilding  the  Light-house  at  Heligoland.. ••••••,•••.« ••••.•<..••  7,716  0  0* 


zxsi] 


PARL.  ACCOUNTS.*->Gbbat  Britain.—. 


DAi. 


[jjoii 


For  the  C5?il  Brtablishmcnt  of  Upper  Canada  1810. 

'  (.       '   •'  •'  Nora  Scotia 


0     «» 


New  Bnins  wick       . . . . 

Bahamas 

fiermudas  1809,10  .,.. 

Dominica 

Newfoundland 

New  South  Wales  1810 
Prince  Edward's  Island 
Cape  Breton     ••• 


ia,450    0 

5,082  10 

5,600    0 

3,700    0 

468  16 

600    0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

H 

0 

5,925    0 

13,268  15 

2,800    0 

2,060    0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

^.S^O.867  13  m 


VL— PUBUC  FUNDED  DEBT. 


Bedeinpiion  qf  the  Public  Debt  qf  ] 
Britain,  at.Mi  Fekruary  1811. 


PUNDt. 


CgP99li4fted3per 
cent.  Annoities 

Redaced.do.  ••.. 

CooaoUdated  4  per 

C6nt  da  ... 
Do  5  per  cent,  do 


Redeemed  by  the 
Cooimisiioners . 


3Q,799»125  0  0 
2(4,848^750  0  0 


DEBT  Unredeem- 
MllatFeh.  1811. 


CATITALS. 


5,054*375  0  0 
572,000  0  0 


61,274*250  0  0 
7,729,682  0  0 


53,544,568  0  0 


r 


*     by  the 
Conmistloacn 

at  the 
1st  Feb.  1811. 


3,729,716' 
3,999,966 


'7,729,682 


lOTAC  SUMS  \i^^t\ 


I 


paid. 


£,         *.    d, 
8,374,386    9    4 
2,533,464  14    6 


stocks. 


63f 
63i 


4,907,851     3  10 


63i 


sons 
asnuallr  a^Iicable  to  the  leAaciinB 
of  thcourr. 


Annuity  of  1  per 
cent,  on  Ca- 
pitals created 


Dividend  on 
.£.7,729.682 
3  per  cent 
Annoities  .. 


631,571  14  0) 


231,890     9    2 

853,46fl     3    2j 


Bank  Loqg  An- 
nuities which 
will  expire  5th 
July  1860    .. 


Imperial    3    per 
cent.  AmuitMi 

Redeemed  by  the 
CommissionerB  • 

Uuredeanedatlst 
Febniaryldll  . 

»      .   t 

0    I 


7,502,633  6  8 
nt92,089  0  0 


630,544  6  8 


I 

Redemption  qf  the  Imperiai  Dbbt,  ta  lit  Febnuay 

1  per  cent  od 
Capital  created 


104^083    6   8 


1,122,089 


679,394    7    4 


60} 


DiTidend  on 
«£.  1,122,089 
3  per  cent. 
Annuitiei  .. 


Imperial  An* 
nnitiea  which 
will  expire  1st 
May  1819... 


36,693    0 

0 

33,662  13 

4 

70,355  13 

4 

230,000    0 

0 

J^rogrtii  made  mi  the  Redempikmqfthe  Pobtugubsb  Dsbt,  ai  the  la  FAnuay 


Reduced  3per  ct 
Annuitiea   «••• 

Redeemed  by  the 
Comminioiiert. 

Cnredeemed  at  1  st 
!  February  1811. 


895,522  7  9 

67.205 

45,979    3  11 

67,205  0  0 

, 

828,317  7  9 

68f 


Annual  Appco> 
priation.... 

Dividend      on 

£.  67,205 
3  per  cent 
Annuities  . 


30,000    0  0 


9,016    3  0 
32,016    3  0 
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VOL.  XZ.— il;peiidi«w 


•  *o     « 


^/ 


fbr  defeasing  the  Cbaige  of  ttie  M^pemlaicleooe  •£  Aliens  1809,10  ••— •  ..— 

Fur  Salaries  and  Allowances  to  the  Officera  of  the  Houses  of  Lonb  and  CDimnons,  and 
Serjeants  at  Arms      .•••..••. • 

Tor  the  Deficiency  of  the  Grant  Aniu  1809,  for  Allanraiioes  to  the  43ffioers  of  the 
Houses  of  Lords  and  Commons  1810 ...•• •••••••^. «•••• 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum    •^••.»«  .«•••••••.«•••••••••«•••••«••••• 

For  the  Purchase  of  Mr.  Oreville^s  Collection  of  Mioecais *** ..... 

To  the  Royal  Cullegie  of  Suiigeons,  to  enable  them  Uf  complete  the  erection  of  a  Mu- 
seum and  Theatre,  with  «a  appropsiate  frtint,  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields 

To  the  Board  of  Agriculture  1809,10       •..••••.... ••« »...«... 

To  the  Vaccine  Institution  1810 « .« ••..•• 


To  the  Commissioners  of  Military  Inquiry      ••  • •  .  .  • . 

Ditto... Windsor  Forest .1. 


Ditto for  Redemption  of  Land  Tax^  ibc,  hy  Eocleaiastical  and  Cor- 
porate Bodies •«....•..•••• 

To  Capt  Manby  for  bis  lorentioo  for  effecting  a  Communication  with  Sl^  stranded 

To  the  extra  Contingencies  in  the  Offices  of  the  three  Secretaries  of  State       

For  the  extra  Messengers     ••».•.. ..Ditto ...••.1809,10........ 

For  supplying  the  Court  of  Excheqner  and  Officers  vith  Stationary.  1809.. •••• 

F<or  Bounties,  for  taking  and  hriogiog  fish  to  the  Cities  of  London  and  Westminster 
X809  ., rr : 

For  Expenoes  of  Prosecutions  relating  to  Coin  1809,10....... 

For  the  Deficiency  of  Orani  i809for  Ditto  18i0    ««...*•.••...•.••, — «• 

For  Fees  on  passing  Public  AooottAti 

Topayoffand  discharge  certain  d£. 5  per  Cent.  Annuities 

For  Incidental  Expenoes  in  preparing  and  drawing  the  Lotteries  1809^10 

For  Salaries  to  the  Officers,  and  incidental  EapoiCfls  of  the  Commissioners  for  re- 

'  Sucing  the^ational  Debt 

'ffotbeCbiefClerk  tn  the  Office  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Exche(|«ierfiMr  his  extra  trovUa 
IB  preparing  Exchequer  Bills  pwrsuaat  to  Act  48  Geo.  3. ....m...* 

Per  incidental  Expenoes  attending  the  AoU  for  the  Redemption  and  Sale  of  thel^nd 
Tax  1810 , 

For  the  Salaries  aud  Expencei  of  the  American  Commissioners ..•.....•. 

Totbe3ank  of  England,  for  Management  of  Life  Annuities  1809,10        

To  the  Bank  of  England,  for  Discount  oo  prompt  Pnyments  on  the  Lotteries  1809, 1809 

».. .Ditto ...for  receiving  Coatributioos  to  Ditto  ••.•••...•.• ....••• 

••..Ditto..... .••...•  for  Diiooant  on  prompt Paymeati on  Loan  «^.  1^600,000  for 

1809 ;.... 

BiMo  for  receiving  Ditto     •••.••.••••••••••..•••••••• .•...•••••.•... 

Ih  r€piae9  U  Bit  Mq^Mi^t  Ciml  Uti  Rev^nuet  ik*  Sum  itmtd  ihermut,  purmmU  to 

Addt0itet  1^  ik$  Hmiai  pf  ComammM^  ««• 

To  Edsraid  Colman,  Esq.  late  Seijeant  at  Arms  attending  the  House  of  Commons,  for 

bis  Arrears  of  Pension,  one  Year  to  the  5th  January  1810      •••• • .•  500    0    0 

To  Charles  Rossi,  Statuary,  being  the  second  Payment  due  to  him  under  a  Contract 

for  erecting  a  Monument  to  the  Memory  of  the  Marquis  ConiwaBis    S,317    5    0 

To  J.  Caley,  Esq.  for  Rewards  to  Persons  employed  by  the  CommissioQers  of  public 

R«3ords    , -7,614    4  10 

To  Jeremiah  Dyson,  Esq.  Clerk  Assistant  to  the  Honse  of  Commons,  to  make  up  his 

Allowance  eooal  to  £.  9,000  for  his  Services  during  the  Session  1809  750    3    2 

To  Thomas  Edlyne  Tomlins,  Esq.  for  his  troaUe  in  compiling  Register!  for  the  Com* 

mitteeon  the  Expired  and  Expiring  Lavs  .•.••••... •...........••.••  166    8    6 

To  the  Officers  ofthe  Honse  of  Commoasy  for  their  attendance  on  various  public  Com- 
mittees of  the  House ; • 496    7    6 

To  George  Whittam,  Esq.  for  defraying  the  Expence  of  making  an  Index  to  the  Votes 

of  the  House  of  Commons  for  Session  1809 350    0    0 

To  Richard  Whsrton,  Esq.  for  his  Services  as  Chairman  of  the  CoonmiUee  of  Ways 

and  Moans  during  the  Seas.  1809 • , 1,269    7    0 

To  John  Henry  Ley^  Esq.  second  Clerk  Assistant  to  the  House  of  Commons,  for  his 

Services  during  the  Sefsion  1809 If589    8    6 

To  John  demestson,  Esq.  Deputy  Seijeant  at  Arms  to  the  House  of  Commons,  to 

make  up  his  AUovaooe  equal  to  ^.500  for  his  Attendance  durmg  the  Scspkm  1809  916  18    0 


7,497  11 

3 

5,084    3 

5| 

no   0 

7,139     0 
13,797     0 

0 
6 
0 

8,000     0 
8,500    a 
3,000     0 
31,000     0 
8.000     0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

13.000    0 
9.000    0 
3,500    0 
9,500     0 
1,016  19 

0 
0 
0 
0 

1 

4,000    0 

4»500    0 

370    7 

5,000    0 

18,776    3 

15,850    0 

n 

0 

s 

0 
3 
0 

3,000    0 

0 

500    0 

O 

1,593  16 

1,300    0 

306    6 

3,837    6 

d«ooo  0 

8 

0 

10* 
11 

0 

35,963    3 
11,680    0 

0 

o 

T<i  mak»  good  to  Hit  Majetljf't  Cioil  Uti  HtvonuMt  Momet  umed  iktrtoui  far  puhlk 

Servieet;  viz. 

To  Oeofge  Eyre  Aid  Andrew  Strahan,  Esq.  for  Printmg,  by  oider  of  the  Gammitlee  of 

Public  Records 9,163    7    4 

To  John  IVance,  Esq.  for  hb  assistance  in  making  an  Index  to  the  Rolls  of  Parliaflseot  438  15    0 

•To  Hioioas  Brodie,  Esq.  for  his  trouble  in  forming  an  Index  to  the  Joamals  of  the 

HouseofPeere.  for  doe  Year  to  5th  July  1809 .«••  i33  13    6 

Tb  the  same,  for  Salaries  and  other  incidental  expancea  in  forming  Indexes  to  the 
JoimialsoftbeUoQieerPeeniforone Yearlo the 5lhJaly  1609 •••••••••••        1»151    t    • 


xxix]  PAlt£.  ACCOUNTS.— Gbbat  BitirAiK.<^JWfe  SipenJBim.  fxxa: 

lb  Lord  WUitngbam  ar  ChmnniA  of  tfar  Cuwuiilteci  ef  the  Hbae  of  Pfeen,  far  bii 

Services  duriugr  the  year  1«0» ......* S,698  13    0 

To  \¥ili»iii  Watson>  E^;  Seijont  mt  Amv  tcr  ttm*  House  of  Peers,  for  his  Senricei 

during  the  Year  >809      1,633    0    0 

To  John  Clementsoo,  Esq.  Deputy  Serjeant  at  Arms  to  the  House  of  (Emmons,  for 

one  Year's  Rent  Of  s  House,  hr  lieu  of  Apertmenta  rarigned  at  the  House  of  Con- 

moas,  doe Midsunmier last    ••...• ••.•••..« ••••  S19  14    0 

To  RdwardSealy,  Esq.  for  hilBspenoes  to  prosecuting  the  Bhn  Bark  Bill  m  Parliament  IBS    3    3 

To  Thomas  Nettlethip,  Esq:  for  poWUriog  the  sverage  price  of  brown  or  Muscovado 

Sugar,  fortwoYearr  to  the  1st  October  1809 838  17    Q 

To  Dr.  Thoows  Brooke  Clarke,  for  extra  Espeooes  incurred  in  preparing  Returns  of 

the  Non-resident  Clergy  for  two  Years,  ended  S5th  March  1808   S89  19    8 

To  the  same,  for  his  trouble  relatiTO  to  an  Act  for  enforcrog  the  residence  of  the 

Clergy  in  the  halfYear,  ended  5th  July  1809 878    6    6 

To  Kenneth  Mackenzie,  E^.  to  reimbnne  him  the  Expenoet  incuned  in  making  a 

Road  fromCoutin  to  Ullapool 334  18    6 

To  the  Officers  and  Clerks  of  the  Tally  Court  in  the  Exchequer,  for  levying  Tallies, 

from  5th  July  1808,  to 5th  April  1809......^—«... i 1*160  12    0 

To  William  Chinneiy,  Esq.  to  enable  him  to  pay  a  Bill  drawn  by  Drouty  Commiswry 

Fosbrook,  from  Ven  JEteneos  Land,  to  ososolidate  oolonial  notes  for  the  oae  of  that 

Island L ^ 114  14    $ 

To  Peter  Orant,  Esq.  Secretary  to  tbeCbmmissiooers  of  Military  Inquiry,  for  defraying 

tho-Expenoe  of  the  sajd*  Cuuimimioneiv  in  carrying'  the  Act  into  execution  •.••..••         1,474' 1^    ^ 
To  James  Read,  Esq.  for  defraying  the  Eapenoe  of  the  Estabtiibment  of  a  Horso 

PMtoI,  for  the  better  security  of  tbe  public  Roads  leading  to  the  Metropolis,  for  one 

Year  to  5th  January  1810      , 6,f66  19    0 

To  John  Meheux,  B^  Assistant  SecreUry  to  the  Coromissionefs  for  the  Aflkirs  of  India, 

to  discharge  tbe  Expenoes  of  Furniture  Ibr  the  Office  of  the  said  Commissieners  at  \ 

DorsetHouse    ^ 717  18    0 

tb  tiie  Magistrates  of  the  Thames  Police,  for  the  Expences  inatrred  in  carrying  into 

effect,  a  Plan  for  the  better  Security  of  the  Shipping  in  the  Port  of  London 958    8    0 

To  Messrs.  Robert  Walker  and  Co.  for  tbe  Espence  of  two  Printlog  Presset ,  veut  as  a 

present  to  the  Regency  of  Portugal ••......  706  17    S 

To  John  Meheux,  Esq.  to  discliarge  Bills  for  Works  done  at  the  House  occupied  by  the 

Board  of  Control       , 88«    »    5 

To  Edward  Pairstt,  Esq.  to  be  by  him  di«<tributed  among  the  several  Persons  employed 

inpreporingthe  Journals  of  the  House  of  Laids,  to  be  pHnted,. 369    9    6 

To  William  Chinnery,  Esq.  to  pay  Bills  drawn  by  Gov.  Thbmpcoo  from  Sierra  Leone       90,195    9  Uf 
To  Edward  Stracey,  Esq.  for  his  Services  as  Counsel  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit. 

toes  of  tbe  House  of  Peen      ....•••.•...^..••...... •..••....• 3,396    8    (K 

To  Robert  Mitfiird,  Esq.  to  pay  a  Bill  drawn  by  Colonel  Robertson,  Governor  of  Fort 

George,  for  Freight  of  a  Boat,  and  to  discharge  a  Balance  of  an  Account  for  Repairs 

of  Port  Patrick  Harbour 44  11    0 

To  Bryan  Bentbam,  Esq.  for  Expences  incurred  by  him  in  erecting  a  Prison  at 

Sheeraess ^ ^...-* 389  16    0 

To  Thomas  Kicholas  Wittwer,  Esq.  for  examining  and  investigating  East  India  Ac 

counts  one  Year,  to  the  7th  Septemft)er  1809      • 426  1^    0 

To  the  Magibtrates  of  tbe  Thames  Police  Office,  for  the  Bxpenoes  incurred  in  carrying 

into  effect  a  Plan  for  the  belter  tacuiity  of  the  Shipping  in  tbe  Port  of  London  •••.  S16  16^   0 

To  Edward  Walmistey,  Esq.  to  be  by  him  distributed  amungit  tbe  sereral  Persons  con-< 

cemed  in  preparing  tbe  d8th  and  39th  Volumes  of  tbe  Lords  Journals  for  the  Press  949    8    0 

To  George  Dickens,  Esq.  ComptroPer  of  the  Stotionary  Office,  for  Stationaiy  sent'ont 

to  the  Cape  ofGood  Hope  in  1808 336  10    0 

To  James  Read,  Esq.  towards  defraying  the  Expence  of  carrying  into  effMit  a  Flan  for 

the  E&tablisbment  of  a  Horse  Patrol,  one  Quarter,  to  5th  April  1810     ......  ..«..•         1,546  17    0 

To  William  Chinnery.  Esq*  to  be  by  him  paid  to  Menrs.  Gumey,  for  ExpaDoea^ea 

Committees  ofthe  Houses  of  Parliament,  in  Session  1809 371  19    0 

To  James  Itead,  Esq.  towards  defraymg  the  Expenees  of  Special  Constables  employed 

dnring the  late  Distorbaooes.... 1,034    5    0 

To  the  Representatives  of  the  late  Charies  Morris,  Surveyor  General  of  Lands  for  the 

Province  of  Nova  Sootia,  in  consequenee  of.  an  under  oxi^otatkMi  in  hie  Aocomit»  193  IS    fi 

SERVICES  ABROAD. 

To  pay  Bitls  dmwn  from  Sicily  for  Allowances  to  TooloiMse  mid  C2aniean  Emlgranta 

1809   ^ ^ 6.000  0  a 

To  pay  Bills  drawn  on  account  of  certain  retired  Duteh  Officers •••««•. .  15,744  1 0  0 

To  iiay  Bills  drawn  from  Jersey,  on  aecoont  of  Fkeneb  Eaigrante  1810    •••••^  4,400  0  0 

For  His  Majesty*!  Foreign  and  other  secret  Services  1809,10 120,343  3  9^ 

For  exploring  the  interior  of  Africa »..........  500  0  0 

For  repairing  and  maintaining  British  Forts  and  Settlemento  on  tbe  Coast  of  Africa....  93,000  0  0 

Topay  Bills  drawn  from  New  South  Wales  1809,10 j.^  53,193  0  0 

Towards  rebuilding  the  Light-house  at  Heligoland... •••••.••,,.., a....... 7,716  0  0 


t  I 

zni]               PARL.  ACCOnNTS..»GRBAT  Britain.— AiMc  Jkbi.  lix^ii 

For  the  aril  Eitablisbmeiit  of  Upp^r  Canada  1810 10»i50    0     O 

'  f .       •  f  ♦.                             NoTaScotia     •-..'...,, 5,082  10      O 

NewfiruDSwick 5,600    0     O 

0    41     ;                                  Bahamas     ;. 3,700     0      O 

Bermudas  1809,10  ., 468  16     6^ 

Dominica    .'.•..• ......••..•  600    0     O 

D                                              Newfoundland ., ••  5,923     0      O 

^     ^                                       New  South  Wales  1810 » 13,968  15'    O 

Prince  Edwaid's  Island fl,800     0     O 

(;                                      ^     CapeBreton     ^.,....  9,060     0     O 

•£.2,270.867  13   M^ 

VI.— PUBLIC  FUNDED  DEBT. 


Redengition  qf  the  Public  Debt  qf  ] 
Britain,  aijat  Fchfuary  1811. 


.  Redeemed  " 
*     bytlic 
Comniiwioocn 

■tthc. 
lit  Feb.  1811. 


ruirns. 


Cgm^lifftedSper 
cent.  Annuities 

Reduced  do.  .... 

Consolidated  4  per 

cent  do.  .... 
Do  5  per  cent,  do 


Redeemed  by  the 
Commifsionerfl . 

DEBT  Unredeem- 
ed 1st  Feb.  1811. 


CAriTALB. 


£.       i,  d, 

30,799,125  0  0 
S(4,848,750  0  0 

5,034^375  0  0 
572,000  0  0 

61,274^250  d  0 

7,729,682  0  0 

53,544,568  0  0 


3,729,716- 
3,999,966 


*  7,729,682 


TOTAR  sum 


£,         t.    d. 
8,374,386    9    4 
2,533,464  14    6 


Affcnie 

Price  of 
Stocks. 


4,907,851     3  10 


63f 
631 


63i 


SDMS 
MDiuIly  appUeaUe  to  (he  icductlM 
of  the  OUT. 


Annuity  of  1  per 
cent  on  Ca- 
pitals created 


Dividend  on 
.£.7,729,682 
3  per  cent 
Annuities  .. 


691,571  14  0| 


231,890    9    2 
853,469    3    S| 


Bank  Laog  An- 
nuities which 
will  expire  5th 
July  I860    ..  104^083    6  8 

I 


Prognu  made  in  the  Redemption  qf  the  Iuperiax  Debt,  at  1st  February  1811.. 


Imperial    3    per 
cent  Anmiitics  . 

Redeemed  by  the 
Commissionen  . 

Uaredeemedatlst 
Febmary  iSll  . 


7,502,633  6  8 
1,192,089  0  0 


6,380,544  6  8 

■SBBBSBaBH 


1,122.089 


679,394    7    4 


60| 


1  per  cent,  on 
Capital  created 

DiTideod  on 
d£.  1,122,089 
3  per  cent. 
Annuities  .. 


Imperial  An- 
nnities  which 
will  expire  1st 
May  1819... 


36,693  0  0 


33,669  13  4 
70,355  13  4 


230,000  0  0 


^  Progreu  made  in  the  Redaifiionqfthe  Portuguesb  Debt,  at  the  lu  Ftknuay  181 1. 


Reduced  3  per  ct 
Annuities   .»•. 

Redeemed  by  the 
Commissionen. 

Hnredeemedatlst 
February  1811. 


895,522  7  9 

67,205  0  0 

898,317  7  9 


67,205 


45,979    3  11 


68^ 


Annual  Appro- 
priation •  ••• 

Dividend  on 
£,  67,205 
3  per  cent 
Annuities  . 


50,000    0  0 


9,016    3  0 
32,016    3  0 
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PARL.  ACCOUNTSU-Gmat  ^taik.— AiUie  Ikbt. 


I 


VL— PUBLIC  FUNDED  DEBT. 


PuBtic  Funded  Debt  of  Great  Britain,  oi  the  same  stood  on  the.  \st  qf  Fjkruary  181 1. 


TOTAL  JXEBT  UNREDEEMED, 
Bank  of  EDglaod  and  Anouitiet  1726  ..••At3  percent. 

South  Sea  Old  and  Nev  Aonaities,  1751     ....  Ditto 

ContKilidated  Annuitiea     ••....••..•«•••  Do.      ••••••. 

Reduced  Annuities ••.•••••••  Do.      .•••••. 

Cousolidated  Annuities ••.... ..At  4  per  cent. 

Consolidated  Annuities    • ..At  5  per  cent. 

Annuities,  1797  and  1802 Do.  « 


Total  Capitals 


Annual  Interest    ..••.•• .••••••••.'••.•••«.•••• 

Annuities  for  Lives,  or  for  Terms  of  Yean      •• • 

Charges  of  Management      •••.••.•.•••.•• 

Annuities  fallen  in,  or  dead,  and  1  per  cent,  on^ Annual  Orants 


Total  Charob  for  Debt  payable  in  Gbat  BarrAiN 


£.        s. 

12,686,800  0 

16,856,684  13 

343,133,040  16 

101,199,990  5 

63,715,296  2 

66,988,512  1 

1,836,703  17 

O 

■It 

8 

S 

'4 

6 

606,416,127  17 

20,206,141  2 

1,498,157  19 

231,115  8 

12,197,682  0 

J* 
0 

34,133,696  9 

H 

VII.— UNFUNDED  DEBT. 

An  Acamnt  qf  the  Unfuhded  Debt  and  Dbmandi  Outstamdino  on  the  5dk  Dag  qf 

January  1811. 


ExcHCQUBR  Bills  : 

Under  what  Acts  issued.         On  what  Fnnds  charged.  Amoant  Oatrtanding. 

48  Geo.  in.  cap.      3.    .    -  Aids,  &c     -    -    Bank   -    -  df .  3,000,000    0    0 
Ditto        cap.   53.    --Do.     ----Do.      --  3,000,000    0    0 

49  Geo.  III.  cap.  1 14.    -    •Supplies-    -    -     1810    -    -  320,500    0    0 

50  Geo.  III.  cap.      1.   -    -  Malt  and  Personal  Estates  1810  500,000    0    0 

Ditto        cap.      2.    -    -  Supplies  1809 10,500,000    0    0 

Ditto        cap.      3.   -    -  Ditto 1,500,000    0    0 

Ditto        cap.    69.    -    *  Ditto -  3,611,700    0    0 

Ditto        cap.    70.    -    -  Aids  1810 14,854,100    0    0 

Ditto        cap.  114.    -    -  Soppliei  1811 1,000,000    0    0 

.TaBAIUBT5 

Misoellaneons  Seryices    • ^1,730    4  10 

Warranto  for  Army  Serrioes 136,231     3    6 

Treasury  Bills  accepted  previous  to  and  on  the  5th  Jan.  181 1, 

due  subsequent  to  that  day... .••.»...••.•.. 939,505    2    8 

,    Abut: 

Oidinary  Senrices 1,182,490  10  10 

Extraordinary  Services  ••...•• ••••••«  NiL 

Barracks     ••••• •......••. ••••  -        -        - 

Ordnance  ..«•.•.. •---•••••....••.••••.••.•  ... 

Navy 

Civil  lilt  Advances  •••.. ... 


38,286,300    0    • 


2,047,466  11    0 


1,182,490  10  10 
393,704  3  0 
1.089,441  11  2 

7,595,838  11    5{ 
24,706    9    6 

dg>50,6l9,947  16  llf 


zxsTu]      PARU  ACCOUNISi^-Ariat  Butaiic .--JNifionUm  </  Grwut.      [zuviii 

VIII.~DISPOSITION  OF  GRANTS. 


A  Aceeumi,  tkewmg  how  the  Mohiim^  given  Jar  the  Sbrvicb  qf  the  Year  1810,  have  Ifeem 

di^foed  qf;  to  far  at  reUtUt  to  Great  Britain. 


SERVICES. 


Nary      . 

OrdoRooe 


VoteoTCredit       

To  bis  SieiKu  Majoty.  ibr  the  Year  1810  .. 

To  Adyanoes  t6  the  Qorcnumpt  of  Portugal 
and  for  the  oaiotenanoe  of  30,000  Forlu 
SaeaeTroopa     .••... «..« 

To^make  good  tbo  like  Sam,  which  has  been 
limed  by  hit  Majetty'i  Onlersy  paiaoaat  tc* 
Addiettea  of  thjB  Home  of  Commoos,  and 
which  hat  not  been  made  good  by  Parlia- 
mcnt   •••••• 

CItU  Establbhineiiti 


■••••■•• •••■ ••< 


£. 


£,  t.      d 

19,237,934  5  U 

3,925.977  9    5 

17,073,196  0    4 

3,000,000  0    0 

400,000  0    0 


980.000    0    0 


15,1  C5    2    6 
2,884,822  16    6} 


47,517,095    7    8} 


•VMS  MM. 


X,      t.  d, 

19.237,934    5  11 

3,925,977    2  5 

17,073,196    0  4 

3,000,000    0  0 

400,000    0  0 


980,000    0    0 


15,165    2    6 
2,625,359    6    4| 


47,257,631  17    CJ 


acflMlM  to  be  rftM. 


£. 


d. 


259,463  10    S{ 


259,463  10,  2( 


Paymenti  for  other  Serricet,  not  being  pait  of  the  SappUei  granted  for  the  Service  of 
the  Year • ^.116.273  ']    6} 


Wats  and  Mbans^  onMwering  the  foregomg  Servicbs, 

Datiei  on  Malt,  Sogar,  Tobacco,  and  Snuff,  and  on  Pensioni,  Offices,  fce.  coothraed 
Surplus  CooK>lidated  Pund,  at  5th  January  and  5th  April  18i0,  after  satisfying 

^.4,000,000  granted  for  the  Senrice  of  the  Year  1809 , 

bthnated  Surplus  of  the  Consolidated  Pund  to  5th  April  1811     

War  Taxes  •• ••• •• ••••• • 

Estinated  Profits  of  Lotteries 

Surplus  of  Eachequer  Bills,  granted  in  1810,  to  pay  off  others  itsoed  in  1809,  but 

irtiich  were  fbnded  pursuant  to  Acts  50  Geo.  3,  oap.  23.  and  36 

War  TuGSs,  1809,  being  the  amount  of  Exchequer  Bills  charged  thereon,  fonded 

pursuant  to  the  above  Acts  •••••••.••«.•.••••.•••••  ...•••••..•. •  .... 

Loan,  (Part  of  £,  12,000,000.)  the  reouunder  beiog  for  the  Servieeof  Ireisod  •••• 

Exchequer  Bills  on  Voie,of  Credit 

Interest  oh  Land  Tax  Redeemed    •••«••.••.••..... ••••.••• 


£,  s.    d. 

3,000,000  0  0 

2,661,602  12  74 

4,400,000  0  0 

19,500,000  0  0 

230,000  0  0 

3,862,900  0  0 

1,448.100  0  0 

8.000,000  0  0 

3,00O.UO0  0  0  ' 

6,000  0  0 

46,108,602  12  7| 

Total  Sum  granted,  as  per  pceoeding  Account    '.. •.•••••^ \    47,517,095  7  8| 

Paid  for  Serrioesi^Toted 116,273  1  6^ 


Amomit  of  Ways  and  Bfeans,  as  per  Do 


47,633,3f.8    9    3f 
46kl08,602  12    7| 


tMkaMMy  of  Ways  and  Means    ; 1,524,765  16    7^ 

jSBfiflBiiamaHM^ 

^  Nate.<»Tliere  is  a  Sum  due  ftom  Ireland  on  account  of  its  Goot^botion  of 

-2-17ths  to  the  General  Expeoditure  of  the  United  Kingdom,  in  the  Year 
ended  5th  January  last^  exceeding  this  Dsficiency. 


xnwi 
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1«» 


FINANCE  ACGOUKIS  Or  ISGLANO, 


TEAB  SMPCD  FIFTH  OF   JAJTVARY*   18U. 


■K 


I.— PUBLIC 


i««iriUI 


■SAM  OF  KETUrOC 


iJrUinuty  Rdvenue,    , 

Cnstoms     •• 

Excise       •• 

Sumps    .....••• 

Po»lX)ffice        

Poundage  Piies.^. 

PelU  Fees 

Casualties..  ••... 


GNMBecfllpt 

viihiatiif  lev* 


■•■•••» 


Total  Ordianry  Revenue  . 


«t'.  t.  </. 

2,206.301  9  lU 

1,976,998  0  0 

716,740  1  9i^ 

195,531  9  S 

26,940  0  5i 

5,247  19  10^ 

3,551  1  Oj 


tMUBceefpttolK 
ACCOttAttd  for. 


Exiraordinufy  Hetowruu 

Gain  by  Kxi'haoge  on  Sums 
received  from  Urea^  Britain 

F/o'oi  the  Gunmissioners  of 

the  Nairj  90  account  of  4d* 

•     Taoces  made   by   serajral 

CoUectori  in   Ireland,  fur 

Seamea'a  Wages,  &c.  • .  .  ^ 

Paymasters  Qeperal  on  ac- 
count of  /liivances  madr;  by 
ssTeral  CoUeccorf  in  Irt- 
lan^,  6cc.      «. «.• .^ 

Great  Britain,  on  account  iif 
ihe  Prufil  of  Lotteries  for 
1809       ,.,.. 

GpMntir  Tneasuran,  paid  to 
^ven^e  Collectoci      «... 

OMinty  Treasiuren*  paid  to 
Rerenva  Collaotars,  00  ac- 
count of  D^&siiHiciei  •••• 

OUier  Mnpies   |Mkiil  to  ^e 

Jfpre^ri^itd  UmtmM  Iccal 
Olmttt, 

Untp  Mannftctiure  •••y... 

llBprvveaient  «f  Oublii)  ...^ 

Mfimm  of  tlw  Soyal  Ex- 
ckaage  and  Commercial 
Boildingi       ••••••^•yya* 

Lagan  Navigatioa    

iBOiofCoort    •.•••...•••. 

Total  independent  of  Loans  • 

Loans  paid  into  the  Exchequer 
in  I  he  Year  ended  the  5tb 
of  January  1811 

Qnuid  Total ........ 


5,130,610    S    34 


3,369    1    1i 


2,382,463  4  114 

2,749,155  18  10| 

831,109  :5     84 

235,254  15    0 

20.240  0    5i 

5,247  19  10^ 

3,551  1     0^ 


V'F^lA^^tttl, 


£,       r.     if. 

268,889     9    ^ 

194.113    3    3f 

24.715  19     9 

16,692  IS  It 


6»233,622    5  ilf 


$,9^9    t  '74 


49*060  17    9 
188>S1    7    « 


504,470  19    ti 


£,      a.     M 

445.<y»  IS     9i 

^78,432  1     5i 

59.050  14     C^ 

l«0,947  3  If 


Vt^fSKfl    3  HPJ 


7^0    9    ^ 


821    4  10| 
10«p^  15  iO 


1,739  15  0 
4,705  6  10 
2,888    3    4 


5.402,218    3    9i 


5,653,557    7    6k 


11.055,769  11     4 


43,060  17  9 

S^nHO  19  i 

188,951    7  «; 

>0,852    ^  4. 

1,575    7  0) 

7,340    9  5 


1,052  6  0| 
10,960  18  4 


S>101  10  8 
4,740  6  lOf 
2,888  3  4 


"7  18  t 


•  i 


I,9f3  •  0 


.  6,528/)85  18  84 


5,653,557  7  6| 


505,708  4  4} 


m  1  11 


19,181,643  6  2| 


505,702  4  4| 


877,681  5  9| 


4 


87781 


5_9l 


xKI 


PJJUU  A0COlWI3U>hiitiwn^    MUk  iaemi. 


[tlU 


CLASl 


L  Public  Ikcomb p.xzzix— kK 

II.  Consolidated  PuND.«..«zliK,  zlW 

IIL   AftBBABS  AND  BaLANCK  ••••••••iXh 

IV.  Trade  and  HAnoATioji  «*—•  zIti  | 


CLASS 


Vt.  AfM.icFflim>a>  Dbbt......  U,  Ivi 

VII.  UNrtmDBD  Dbst Wii 

ViU.  Disposition  of  Grafts  Iviii — Ixir 


INCX)ME. 


m^iw  I  a  iria  i 


mim^m 


tSm^ 


J^A. 


TOUitV 


Mlof  Ike 


713,966    0 
473,545  10 
77,8:)6  13  11 
117,699  16  1 


],dai,978    S     H 


to  HatfMil  0^«ca     J     MMffltat' 

»d  10  Piymcott  iato  ]    AnBjror^cflerrc. 


£.        9m    d. 


4£.  « 

1.668,497    4 

2,916,610    a    «|19l;889    7    1: 
733,882  X\    ^i 
in,614  18    1 
t6,240    0    5j 
5,247  39 
9,551     1 


liafer 


^.    «.      <. 


TMal  PiyNk-nti 
oat  jrfihc 


^.      «.     d 


nyncrlshtoikt 


£»        1.    d^ 


|4l.a33  14     U   41,835  14     If  1.513,462  11 
e.M9  H)     l{l4*,47S  17    94|  1.371,808    0 

609.826    5 

84.000    0 

26,240    0 

5,247  19 

3.551     1 


4,851,644    3  l«fl i81,«29    7    If54to4«5    4  10 


3^389    1    t| 


7  18    2 


1,397    9  11 


1.389,383  10    2^ 


a,060l7  t 

S»750  19  • 

00,852    5  4 

1,375    7  Of 

7,340    9  5 


< 

1,044  7  ro^ 

10,960  18    4^ 


2.101  10    2 
3,342  16  ll| 
2.888    9    4 


a 

0 


166,314  11  Sli3>614,135  18    4| 


3,389    1    n{ 


..  ^ 


5.144,702    8    5fl9^829    9     l) 


5,653,557    7    «J 


1,383,383  10    2<  10.798,259  16    €i 


54^485  4  10 


.^i-^ 


131,829  V  If  54v485  4  14 


186,314  11  11| 


48,060  17  t 

2,750  19  « 

188,951  V  8 

20,852  5  4 

1,375  7  Of 

7,340  9  5 


1,036  15  10 
10,910  17  0 


1.709  7  6 

2,7.50  0  0 

2.888  3  4 

3,900,151  10  2| 


5.^53,557  7  6| 


186.314  11  11^:9.559.708  17  81 
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xW]       fASL.  ACCOUNTS.— InLAm.-«ifrrean  tmd  BaUmeei,^— Trade,  t(e.       [xlvt 

III.— ARREARS  AND  BALANCES. 


X,  t,         dm 

Balaooet  due  on  5th  of  Jui.  181  l/firom  deoeaied  and  diimiMed  CoXMian  of  Cnstoms       55,673  13 

Ditto • Ditto ofExciM     140,007    S 

Ditto Ditto.^...'. •....., Heaitb-moDcy  Collectors      62,449  17 


IV.— TRADE  AND  NAVIGATION. 


■  I 


TT 


Vabu  qf  Imports  and  £xpoRTs,/or  three  Yemru 


Ypn  andtnf 


I 


tng  jjftli 


Jan.  1809 
1810 
1811 


I  Vf  ■•  •••••) 


:r.r. 


OrnCUL  TALOE  of 

iMffons. 


omciALTALui  «r 


Irltb  Prodace  and 
Maaoftctofcs  Exported. 


•£.         t,      d. 


£. 


5,696,897    5    b\      235,694    6  ll| 


£,  ^  $,  d, 
7,129,057  11  IJ 
7.471,417    5    1 

,^ 6^64,578    8    0||  5,471,012  15    Oj 

KoCe.^Tho  ml  Value  of  Irish  Pradoce-and  ManufiMtnres  Exported  id  the  Year  ending 

the  5th  Jan.  181 1,  ooapfte4  at  tt|e  Average  Prices  conent,  amonnted  to   £.  10,781,050    8  11 


5,408,910  19    9i 


rore«|o  and  Cokmlal 
MerchaadlK  Exported. 


d30,933    5    4 
627,472  16  10{ 


^"^^ 


JViimkr  <{f  Vbsssls,  with  the  Amount  qf  their  Tonnagb,  thai  were  huUt  and  regutercd  m  the 
t     .'    1  eevend  Parte  qf  Ibelano,  in  three  Yean. 


• 

▼CMKLS. 

TOWNACB. 

Year  endfaur  5th  Janoanp  1809      ■.•■..•••■■■■...•■.•..•«■•■••... 

32 
31 
21 

1,235 

1,643 

1,331 

18t0 

: 1811 

Kwnber  </ Vbssels,  vnih  the  Amount  qf  their  Tonnage,  and  Number  qf  Men  and  Boyi 
«itia%  emphyed  m  navigaiing  the  samet  which  heUmged  to  the  several  Porte  qf  Ibblamd,  oh 
the  SOth  Sepiemlfer  ISIO. 


TONHACI. 


1,186 


58,646 


5,416 


Number  qf  Vessels,  with  the  Amount  qf  their  'Tonnage,  thai  tmered  Inwabds  and  cleared 
Outwards  tii  the  several  Ports  qf  Ibbland,  from  or  to  all  Paris  qf  the  World,  in  the 
three  Years  ending  5th  qfJoamary  1811. 


irs  ending  5th  January, 

1609   

1810  •.•.,.^. 

1811    , 


mwAaM. 


IIUH 


•HIPS. 

1.583 
1,546 
1.982 


TOVS. 


111.614 
103.698 
130,991 


7,485* 

7,217 
8,983  • 


BtrroH. 


tain. 

7,189 
5,975 
7,514 


TtMIBi 

696,403 
535,299 
673,540 


MBN. 

38,426 
30,648 
38,536 


159 
343 
660 


Tora» 


25,356   1,580 

56,946  3,525 

119,188  6,645 


Years  ending  5th  January, 

1809  

1810  

».... 1811  ^ 


OirSWABOS. 


1,405 
1,527 
1,841 


108,435 
109,144 
125,369 


7,22]ii  6,4731641,157  135^715 
7,398  5,877  538,699  b(\477 
8,650||  6,931  627,012(35^95 

ISSSSSSSSSSSSSSmSSBSSk 


333 
639 


56,267 
117,414 


1,591 
3,225 
6,312 


iWiJ 


PARL  ACC0PWT8>— fa«tMi>i— JrtfeJi^miawft 


[shtt 


v.— PUBUC  EXPENDITURE. 


I.  For  Interest  on  tbe  Funded  Debt  of 
keland,  including  Ananitiai^  for 
Lives  and  Terms  of  Years  ;  also  £*  1 
per  Cent,  for  the  Reduction  of  the 
Capital  created  hf  iMm  ux»a»  IWZy 
(A.  1  &«.>  ..—• ^..^-V.^.. 

For  Charge  of  Management  thereon  ..... 

There  wh  alB»  applM  towards  the  n»- 
dnctioD  of  theNatiflBai  JEtebt»,  • 


Whereof  was  applied  towards'  the  Re- 
daction of  the  National  Ikh^  ^  •••.  • 


'  wn  ■  •  ■  •>■  m  »  ^m  m 


Told  sp'aceount  of  InCarert 
Ditto,  for  Charge  ol 
Ditto,  oaaoeoswit  of  th« IMsBtiiHi  of  tte 
National  Debt .••....••..•••• 


#. 


£^       t.     d. 


,3,979,540    6 
«T,^35    8 


H. 


A^Oitf,^^  14     6i 
]l,98fi,lM    I    6| 


2^'7B1,U91  lis    0 


1,286,144     1     &i 


IL  Interest  ou  Exchequer  Bills  (B0.,.«    ^ 
I  IT.  fssoes  for  the  separate  service  of  fre*-  ' 

Und(C.) 

lY.  Issues  from  Appropdated  Funds  fiw 

Local  FlirpoEes  (IX)  .••»•.••..•••. 

T,  4t¥o8ions ..••«.••••«•• 

fOtiier  Peimanent  Charges  (£.)     «.•• 

VI.  Payments  in  Anticipation  of  Exche- 
quer Meottplai  {E.  1  h.  0.)  vii^ 

Bounties  from  Customs 

BteiniitSKfr— L  faoise     —.....•••.»., 


Militia  and  Deserters  Warrants,  &c.  •••• 

VU,  OfdMAoe  (0.>     .^.... 

VIH.  ikrmy,  (H.)  Ordinary  Ssivice;: 
viz. 

Regulars,  Militia,  and  VoUmteer 
Corps,  &c 

Commissariat  KstablishmenC 

Barracks   ,^,^...^».«»...»..«^. 

$uSOfficer^  and  Offices*  of  Garri- 
sons  

Half  Pay,  Supernumerary,  and  re- 
used Ofllcurs   »,»^»., ■■.»■•■>■»»» 

Ofllcers  Widows    ••••»«««««««9«.« 

Bjqm^X  Hospital,  Kilmainham    .••• 

Public  Officers,.thetr  Deputies,  Clerks, 
and  CsMingimt  Aspenoook..,..** 


SMfaoidionry  Sei  i  iea 


IX.  BTiscellaneoiu  Services,  (T.)  .. 


\ 


18,450     1  11{ 


£. 


d. 


» 


41,835  14 


i 


iV« 


147,823    8    C| 

85,M0tbi    S 

I97>ttft  16    8i 


■s^ 


5^&»  4  V» 
r3l,8S»    7     li 


aMi8  13   a 

1,965,831     9  10 
21,813  18     6 

4E99.379  10     H 


tg6,St4  XT  Hi 
.    <5A5,404.1!I    Tf 


- 


1,964,769  19  H 
134,354    ^    4] 
483,Md'   7    9j 

59;3TI  19    e 

S3,43a  VI 
^      4,131    5    6^ 
71,941*10  K 

9,239    1     9i 


ll,758j334 
t90|^l'?> 


I 


2,941.451   16  U| 
55,172  L3-    9| 
169,80^.9    8 


Total  ••. 


' 


4»760.D?I     0    I{ 
10.853,490  TO  ni^ 


xlix] 


PARL.  ACCOinfTS^IttLMiD. 


EqiOKiiteK. 


[» 


(A.  ].} — Monies  jMiii  out  qf  the  Receipt  <f  the  Exchequer,  in  the  Year  ending  the  5th  Jan. 
1811,  tctbards  d^aying  the  Charge  qf  the  Public  Fcndbd  Debt  qf  Irslano. 


Intdreit,  S&c  oo  the  Public  Funded  Debt  of  IceUnd 


AonttaJ  Issue  for  the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt 


iBtcrcit  and  Aimultks 

for  Lirei  nd  Terns 

of  yetr«,4rc. 


j:. 


». 


3,979,540    6    2f 
18,460    1  ll| 


3,997,990    8     Ij 
67,635    8    4 


4,065,625  16    5}| 


Cbancof 

MtMteineot. 


18,450    1   ll{ 


(A.  2.)— 7o/a/  Amount  of  the  Sunu  actualfy  receioed  by  the  Commisnoners  for  the  Reduction 

qfthe  Natiokal  Debt,  m  the  Year  ending  5ih  Jan,  1811. 


lA  Gmt  BriUlo. 

la  Irabnd. 

Annual  Issue.... ..................■.•■■.••■«■••■•••••••>•• 

£,    -      t,     rf. 

m                 m                 m 

633,309  12    9 

JS,          i,    it, 
67.635    8    4 

Prnifini   Annnitin       ...•.............•••.•■••Tr»r«TrT*r«->Tr-- 

28,544  11  lOi 
183,086    3    7f 

Appropriatioo  of  1  per  Cent  per  Annum  on  Loans  si^oe  1797.... 

Interest  on  Debt  of  Ireland  redeemed  ...••■■■  •■•■■■••  ••■•■■■■ 

632,309  12     9 
223,047    8    6J 

279,266    3  10 
151,520  16    5 

855,357     1     3§ 
430,787     0    3 

430,787    0    S 

-■ 

1,286,144     1     6f 

1. 

(B.) — IntereU  on  ExcHiauBB  Bills,  with  the  Pawmnte  made  in  the  Year  from  the  5th 

Jan.  1810/0  thebthJan.  181 K 


JS»  «.    d^ 

17  10    5 


There  remained  Interest  on  Exchequer  Bill*  unclaimed  oo  5th  January  1810  «..« ...^ 
Charfe  for  Interest  at  5  per  Cent. 

On  .f.l  14,062  10«.  Oif.  from  25th  September  1809  to  25ih  September  1810 5,703    f    <S 

On  £.  541,666  13f.  4dL  from  4th  January  1810  to 24th  December  foUonring........       26,415  10    6 


Deduct  Interest  unclaimed  on  the  5th  January  1811 • , 

Total  Payments  for  Interest  on  Exchequer  Bil1s>  m  the  Year  to  5th  January  1811 


32,136    3    5 
17  10    5 

32,118  13  •• 


(C.)— Ff^moilf  made  in  the  Year  ending  the  5th  qf  January  181 1,  for  the  separate  Service  qf 

Ireland. 

For  improring  Post  Roeds  in  Ireland mm •       20,001    4  6 

Repayment  of  Fines  leried  for  deficiency  of  Men  for  the  Army  of  Resenre    1 ,040    0  0 

Balancedueby  Ireland  on  Contribution  for  the  Year  1809 •.....••.•••••..•••  1,375,833    6  8 

Lottery  Prizes ^ ^..  89    0  0 

Prtncipel  of  Exchequer  Bill ••.••«r. 641,666  13  4 

Discount  on  prompt  payment  of  Loan  Deposiu,  fcc. ••.•..••••• ••••       21,190  18  4 

1,965,821     2  10 

VOL.  'SJL^Ap^niij.  (4} 


«1 


Pi^tL.  ACCO<n«TS.^I«ttAink— l%Me  l^MiAMra. 


Llii 


(D.)'-'Pigfmetm  made  Jr&m  the  Ftmos  npffropriaied  far  Local  ¥ufpo9ei  m  Irelanb,  Jrom 

theilhJan.  ISJO^o  5th  Jan,  1811. 

Linen  Manufacture  ••... «••.•••      1^96  12  9 

Lftgan  Navlgatioh     •••..•• ••      2,750     O  O 

ImproTiDg  Dnblin ••...•.•••. — •    11,077     8  3 

King*aluA8 i %SVt     O  O 

Royal  Exchange  and  Cdmtnercial  Buildings •••••••• ....• 1,922  17  6 

81,813  18  6 


(£.) — Payments  in  the  Year  to  the  5th  <if  January  181 1,  under  the  ieveral  Headi  qf  Owtf 

List,  Pentions,  and  otherpermaneta  Charget^ 


Arrear  on  Civil  Liit  on  the  5th  of  Janniry  1810 
Charge  for  one  Year  to  the  25th  of  December  1810 


Deduct  Arrear  on  the  5th  Jaminry  181 1 


Ismed  to  the  Ciril  list  intone  Y««r  to  the  5th  of  January  1811  .. 

Pension    ...«...•««.•• , •••..•• 

Other  Permanent  Cbaxgaa,  viz. 

PuMfc  {Bfirmaries ^ 

Public  Coal  YanU       ....•«....« 

Army  Baggage     ..«• ••.•••.•* 

Police  Establishment    « ««..^ 

Inspector  General  of  Priiony  he    ..••• 

TVansportatioo  of  Felons     '•••..«..••«.....«..  

JCAAA  .^BJM      \M^m2m^m^^^m   fWf^^^^^^^g^^^mm     A.^h^h^ka.fl^fitfL 

■  «H«tlll  ilUUIUIJJ  VtV&mEty  AOCUUBiV'.  •*«'««••  v«-v«  trmti 

Imprest  Office     •. 

Secret  Service  in  detecting  treasonable  Contpicacies 

Annuities  and  Compensation  Allowances 

Jndgas  additional  Salaries,  &c.  •• • 

Commissioners  of  Enquiry 

•Board  of  Education      •»»«•••»•••.•••••••..••.•••, 

Lottery  Eipences  «... ., 


32,388  16    5i[ 
145,000    0    0 


£. 


177,388  16 
29,566  13  TO; 


g 


3,250    0  0 

4,866     9  6 

6,839  10  6i 

15,211   16  10 

2,789  10  1 

5.899  3  ^ 
1»065  19  «i 
2,630  18  6| 
9,278    7  0 

100,758  16  3} 

39,597    4  0 

3.900  0  01 
300    0  0 
623     1  ^ 


147,822    2 
85,038  11 


8 


197,011  16    8| 


.SB 


499,872  10    6i 


JLAXJ: 


XUX. 


(F.  ^.y^Ammmt  ^BouKTiEsyMtrf  out  tffthe  PMk  Reoenmt  qf  QtBtomi,  mthe  Year  enimg 
the  5th  (f  Jamary  181 1,  hang  Pt^ftnaUs  in  the  nature  qf  Anticipation  of  Exchequer  Rece^. 


On  linen  exported 17,819  14    8{ 

Beef  and  Poikeiported       3.829  2    2 

Barkimported      ., — 1.581  20 

Flaa  Seed  imported      • 4,431  15    0 

Foieifn  Fish  impbited • V^  14  10 

Fishing  VesMb     ^^0  i^    > 

Irirti  Fish  Oil  exported 277  6    9 

Irish  CoaJa  brought  Coaktways  10  Dublin  •..•• •.... • • 16  4   0 

41,935  14    1^ 


(F.  2.)— ilmowU  qfPc^fmmii  auiqfthe  Revenue  qfExcmfor  Bountirs,  Militia,  Aemt  ^ 
Ressrvb,  Dbsbrtb%9  Wahmoti,  4rcu  w  M«  YiNr  cMm^  Mc  5iA  <  January  1  Bl  I,  Ae»i|; 
l\^m<iil«  OT  <Atf  futfure  <^  Anikipation  (^Exchequer  Recetpu^ 


Lies  to  Diftillert £,6,063    9    0} 

.«..t«  Spirit  lUttilert    6,586     I    8 

Paymenui  for  Militia....^ j f  24,603    3    3^ 


Army  of  Rflterfe 


Expenecf  on  rcmof iof  Cofvicti 


6,115  16  n 

1,330     I     44 
49    5    6 


^.144,478  17    ^j 


n      I  I   w  faaagifis^v 


w  ■  ■■  ■■ 


II r    *  iM    »  I  H  ' 


il    P-H 


(G.)-^MNMif  pai</  /o  ihe  Qfioe  ^Ordnance,  i^  lAc  Year  to  the  5ih  January  1811. 


^m^wmmm'^t*'-^mmmm—  ■■ 


(H.)— AfoHiei/Niu/  on  Account  q^ffb  Mafett^s  Forcbs  tn  Irbland,  m  iA«  Keor  €iMlbi^  the 

5ik  Jamtary  181.1. 


"z: 


I.     di         £, 

RegimeDtsofthe  Line  and  ForeigiiCorp^    ..••••••....•• 769,105  17    7 

Militia t 9S%\9A    1     44 

VoloDteer  Corpa      847»S0l  17  ll| 

Military  Hoapitalf 10. 

Roynl  Military  InfiraMry 

Ofl&dalias  aa4  patired  Omplaim    ...., • ••• 


«•    dL 


I0,20d  4  IM 
4,617  17  III 
1,515    U     1} 


ObaniMaria  BilabliiliHMiii 

Barrack*.. ••••••• ••••..•••••....•• •••...••.. 

Staff  OiBoers  and  Offlcert  of  Garrisons    , 

Half  Pay  Supernumerary  and  retired  OfBcera       ••••••• 

Officers  Widows • •• 

Royal  Hoipitsd  naar  KiloMiialian • , 

PabliC  Officera,  their  Deputies,  Clerks  and  CoDtisfent  Expenoei     , .  m  . . . .  — 


■■ .... 


Extraoidinary  Service 


1,964,769  19 

134,354  .6 

483,346  7 

59,311  18 

23,439  11 

4,131  5 

71,941  10 

9,239  1 


8,750,534    S    5 
190,917  14    6} 


8,941,451  16  111 


(I.)«-P«)ffNM<i  }|i  ^  Year  enditig  ihe  5ih  qf  January  181 1,  /or  Miscbjxameovs  Servicbs. 


Public  Officers fisr several  Serrices » ••••.•••..«•••••. 

Pnblic  HospiUls  and  Behoob    

MisoellaneousServicei.. , 

Publie  Boards •.•••••..•.•.•••••.•••.•••.••. 

ittkuid  Navigations      •• •• , 

Board  of  First  Fruits,  pursuant  to  47  and  48  Gao.  3,  ch.  83  and  103 
Bounty  for  the  saving  of  Flax  Seed  in  Ireland,  by  49  Geo.  3.  ch.  89  ., 


JS.        a.  dm 

1,800    0  0 

165,587    0  0 

151,854  16  11{ 

106,405    0  a 

S5.169  18  i{ 

33,949    4  S 

81,666  13  4 


515,178  13    ^ 


{K')^Paymenufrom  the  Votr  (/Credit  ot  ihe  Year  ending  5th  Jan.  1811. 
AoMunt  of  Payments  from  the  Vote  of  Credit  .••.... .••....^.169,804    9    8 


9idC 


>»] 


FARL.  ACCOVf^^lutKKD.^PMk  Raided  DeU. 


tWI 


VI.— PUBLIC  FUNDED  DEBT. 


SS 


Public  Funded  Debt  of  Ibelano^  ob  the  same  itood  on  the  5th  (^  January  1811 


Sumf  railed      ..» ...•••..J»....... ••.••.. 

Payable  in  Dublin  : 

X.3  10/.  per  Cent  per  Annam     ••••«•••• ...••.. 

«9f.4  per  Cent  per  Annum      •••••••••.•••••.... ••••••• 

JS.5  per  Cent  per  Annum       •••.... •••••• 

Patablb  in  London. 

«f.5  per  Cent  per  Annum      ..•••. ••••.... ..•••••• 

JE.3  per  Cent  Consolidated  Annuities • 

JS,3  per  Cent  Reduced  Annuities  .....•.•.•...•...••.••••.... 

«£'.4  perCent  Consolidated  Annuities  •.....« .« 

j£»5  per  Cent  Consolidated  Nary  Annuities      •«..•• 

Annoal  Chaboi. 

Annual  Interest ..••■••.•.••••»•••••..... 

Annuities  on  lives  or  Terms  of  Years ...•••• 

Charge  of  Management ••••.. •••• 

Pursuant  to  Act  of  37  Geo.  3.  for  Redemption  of  D^  then 

existing  •.......•..••...••.•.•••,•.•..•...•..••.•......• 

By  Acts  proriding  1  per  Cent  for  Redemption  of  Debts  created 

*iuce  1797     

Total  of  Annual  Expenoea... . 


BritiA  CwreKT. 


64^682,850 


2  11 


1,900,000 
30,799,125 
24,848.750 

5,054,375 
57«,000 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


3,100,999 

188,188 

23,113 

113,678 

847,345 


6  8 
3  10 
6    3i 

2    0 

}  10* 


4,273,324     0    8 


|riih  Cmnscy. 


£. 


8,180,979  17  1 

227,600  0  0 

19,881,648  11  5 

2.058,333  6  8 

33,365,718  15  0 

26,919,479  3  4 

5,475.572  18  4 

619,666  13  4 


ToUl  Priodpnl 
89,'^28,992    5     0" 


An  AccotaU  ^  the  ProgrtMs  made  in  the  Reduction  (f  the  Public  Fvnded  Debt  qf  Ibi* 

LAND,  to  the  5th  qf  January  1811. 

-^-^-^^^^^— — ^*^-^— ^— ^— ^—  '       ■ — * — ■ — m.    ■  ■■■ r  -      --  ■_T^.        _i^ 

£.       t,    d. 

Stock  Redeemed  by  Sinking  Fund     ..• , 3,979,261  15    6 

ToUlSomsPaid 3,223,196  13    5 

Sums  Annually  applicable  in  Ireland  to  the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt, 

Annoal  Income  of  each  Loan  •.•.•••..• ••••...•••. ....•••••••      287,640    4    9 

Annoal  Interest  on  Stock  Redeemed    • 165,682    5  11 

At  the  Establishment  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  .f.  100,000  per  Annum  was  granted  for  the  then  existtng 
Debt  ;«'-d^.82y364.  lU.  Sd,  ot  which  was  appropriated  to  the  Reduction  of  Money  bonnowed  for  Ireland, 
by  the  goremment  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  year  1797;  and  ^.67,635.  St.  4d.  with  ^.46,042.  13i.  Sd. 
per  Annum  expired  Annuities,  which  fell  in  afterward,  to  Remainder  of  the  Debt  due  by  Ireland,  prior 
lo  the  year  1797,  without  any  References  to  the  Amount 

The  Money  borrowed  for  Ireland  by  the  goremmeut  of  Great  Britain  is  not  included  in  the  abote 
Statement,  being  settled  for  in  England  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  of  Ireland,  and  can  only  be  pn>- 
•ured  fioai  the  Commisiioners  for  reducing  the  Natk>nal  Debt  of  England. 


iTM]      PARL 


VIL— UNFUNDED  DEBT. 


Aocouni  qf  the  Umfundbd  Debt  qf  Ireland,  mul  Demands  Outstanding  on  the 

5th  DaycfJoMuay  1811. 


liOAN  DssBinvRxi : 
RiBtidae  of  Debentures  bearing  .f .  4  per  Cent.  Interest  to  the  Year 
1788,  i^vided  for  by  thtf  27  and  28  Geo.  3,  but  unclaimed  h^ 
the  Proprietors ;  vis.  P 

Old  Loan      ..« • ..••.•••• ••• 

Loan  by  Lottery  1780 ......••.• 

Loan  by  Lottery  1781       


£. 


975    0    0 

1,220    0    0 

730    0    0 


£, 


i. 


EzenEQUia  Biiu : 
Outftaading  Exchequer  Bills,  provided  for  by  iereral  Acts  of  Par- 
liament, but  not  claimed  by  the  Proprietors. 
Payable  24  Jnne  1783       • •• 

-  -    -    -Ditto  1790      , 

-  -    -    -Ditto  1791 

-  -    -    -  Ditto  1801 

•    •    •    -Ditto  1803      • 


(a)  2,285    0    • 


8  6  8 

50  0  0 

100  0  0 

50  0  0 

150  0  0 


Exch^uer  Bills  not  in  coarse  of  Payment,  by  49  Gea  3,  cb.  78, 
issued  as  a  Premium  attached  to  a  Loan  ftf  •£.  1,250,000  pay- 
able 25th  Match  1813 ,.. , 

LomiT  Paizis. 

Ovtataadmg  Lottery  Prnei  of  the  serenlliitteiies  from  1782  to  1801     ..••, (a)  26,064    0    0 


-    (a)  358    6    t 

(b)  114,062  10    0 


Total.. .,.. 142,709  16    8 


(a)  ProvisioD  has  bflen  made  for  these  Sums  by  several  Acts  of  Parliament. 

(b)  To  be  provided  for. 


VIIL— DISPOSITION  OF  GRANTS. 


An  Account,  thewmghow  the  Mohies,  granted  for  the  SEtyxcB  qfthe  Year  1810,  haoe  been 

qf;  so  far  as  relates  to  Ireland  ;  stated  m  Irish  Currency. 


SERVICES. 

suMSCruicd. 

SUMS  Paid. 

1 

a&MAiin. 

vsTcas     •■■•..•■•■■•  ••■••■■■•■■■.■■••■  *• 

£.      t.       d. 
3,502,885    6    4j 

525.404  17    7| 
1,200    0    0 

414,043    4  10 

106.405  0    0 
165,527    0    0 

£.      f.      d. 
2,941,341  16  11| 

525.404  17    7* 
1,200    0    0 

151,854  16  m 

106.405  0    0 
165,587    0    0 

£.     s.     d, 
561,543    9    4{ 

Ordnance       .•••■■••••••.•■•>-•••«•••■•• 

Public  Ofiloert  for  several  Services    •.....•. 

Misoellaneoos.... •• 

Public  Boards •.•••••■..••• 

272,788     7  10| 

Public  Hospitals  and  Schools 

^ 

£. 

4,715,465    8    9| 

3,891,243  41     6} 

857,211     1    6 

END  OF  THE  FINANCE  ACCOUNTS  FOR  1811. 


Hx)  PARL.  AC60fTliT&«<-JEKM^MR»>»wft  iVcycnSi  Tut.  [Ix 

Account  qf  M  Exemptions  granted  to  Foreigners,  in  respect  qf  the  Duty  on  Divi- 
dends on  the  various  Funim.  qf  Grttu  Briiain,  mml  on  the  Dividends  qf  the  East  India 
and  South  Sea  Companies;  under  the  Property  Tax;  from  the  Stuarier  ending  m 
October  1809,  to  the  Skuurter  ending  in  Janway  1811. 


Payable  on  5tk  January  1810. 


f 

3  per  Cent  Consolidated  Aanaitiet 
5  per  Cent.  Navy  Annuities.. •  «., 

East  India  Stock     

South- Sea  Stock      •••• 

SOuth-Sea  Annuities  1751     

New  South-Sea  Annuities  ••••... 
3  ^r  Ce«t.  Annuities  1726. .  .  . , . . 
9  per  Cent.  Imperial  Annuities  «.  . 
Imperial  Annuities. ..••.. •....••. 

Irish  Tontine  Annuities 

Exchequer  Annuities    ........... 


PBINCIPAL. 

* 

DIVIMND. 

DUTT. 

£,           t. 

d 

£.           i. 

d. 

£.          S. 

d. 

12,185,848  18 

11 

182,786  16 

10 

18,277     9 

6 

240,831  18 

0 

6,080  14 

8 

601   15 

9 

449,725    3 

3 

23,610  10 

9 

2,360  16 

4 

1,121,000     1 

4 

19,617     0 

1 

1,981     0 

10 

155,539  14 

6 

2,333     1 

5 

233     5 

5 

519,942  11 

4 

7,799     1 

1 

779  16 

1 

83,358  19 

6 

1,250    7 

5 

125     0 

3 

65,513  11 

9 

982  14 

0 

98     5 

4 

1,416    5 

0 

708    2 

6 

70  16 

3 

• 

^  • 

1,000  10 

7 

99  If 

4 

- 

- 

r            757     7 

6 

75  14 

9 

ToUL...„. 

.£. 

246,866    6 

10 

24,683  19 

TT 

sasc 


!5r 


P«ya6fe  on  5tk  April  UIO. 


3  per  Cent.  Sedooed  AmukiM 

4  per  Cent.  Annuities    •••• ..' 
Old  South- Sea  Annuitiat       •  • . 

Long  Annuities      *-"*"/: 

5  per  Cent  Annuities  1797  ••« 
5  per  Cent.  Irish  Amiuities  ••• 

Irish  Annuities.. ..■•«•• 

Exchequer  Annuities    ....•••  i 

S 


niNCIPAU 


£.       t,    d* 

2,279,424  13  10 

920,989    8    0 

487,701  17  10 

7,363  15     6 

38,407  16    5 

47,770    0    0 


Total. 


,£• 


DinOKlfD. 

£.       «. 

d. 

34,191  10 

9 

18,419  14 

8 

7,315    6 

9 

3,681   17 

5 

960    0 

2 

1,194    5 

0 

165    9 

4 

43    5 

8 

1       65,971   11 

"9" 

DWPT. 


^.        u 

rf. 

S,41t  14 

4 

1,841   15 

8 

731    8 

S 

368     2 

6 

95  18 

9 

119     8 

6 

16  10 

9 

4    6 

4 

6,596    4    9 


3a 


Payable  on  5th  Jfdy  1810. 


3  per  Cent  ConsoUdaitd  A«o«lliss    . « » , 

5  per  Cent  Navy  Annuities , 

East  India  Stock 

South.Sea  Stock •. 

South-Sea  Annuities  1751 ....•« 

Kew  South-Sea  Annuities     

S  per  Cent.  Annuities  1726 

3  per  Cent.  Imperial  Annuities    ••« 

Imperial  Annuities        ..•• • • 

Irish  Tontine  Annuities. ••..«•••  «.•••«. 
Exchequer  Annuities      ••..•••••.•...•. 


rantcirAi. 


£. 

12,119,875 

387,892 

425,825 

1,168,528 

152,436 

521,036 

95,005 

65,988 

1,053 


f.    d, 

11  6 

12  10 
16    3 


DITTOElfa 


•^^^ 


5 
16 

9 

9 
11 

5 


8 
6 
3 
6 
9 
0 


fotal'....:.jf. 


£. 

181.798 

9,695 

22,355 

20,449 

2,286 

7,815 

1,424 

989 

526 

286 

203 

!Sl7;832" 


9.    d. 

18  0 
9    3 

13  10 
2  6 
9  11 
9    7 


11 
16 
12 

11 
15 


5 
6 
G 
5 
0 


9  11 


£. 

18,178 

969 

2,235 

2,044 

228 

781 

142 

98 

52 


iO 


i.     d. 

9  10 
10    3 

7  3 
13     9 

12  4 

8  8 

9  9 
19    6 

13  « 
19  10 

5    O 


2    4 


3= 


PayaMison  lOtk  October  1810. 


3  per  Cent  Reduced  Annuities 

4  per  Cent  Annuities     •••••• 

Old  South-Sea  Annuities 
Long  Annuities      •....••••. 

5  per  Cent  Amiuities  1797  .. 
5  per  Cent  Irish  Annuities  •• 
Irish  Annuities       .•••  •••. .. 

Exchequer  Annuities      • 


FBIHCIPAL. 

DIVIDKVD. 

DUTT. 

£.        t.    d, 

2,259,300    7    8 

770,164  16    4 

472,378     9     3 

6,520  14    7 

^9,429  14    5 

43,820    0    0 

£,        t,     d. 

33,889    4    5 

15,403    4    0 

7,085  13  11 

3,260    7    0 

985  12     6 

1,095  10    0 

7  IS    8 

£.       i.    d. 

3,387  19  10 

1,540    3     1 

708  10    3 

325  19    5 

98    7    1 

109  11     0 

15     8 

Total........^. 

61,727  10    6 

6,171     6     3 

1      xt; 


tail 


PARL.  ACCOUNTS^&mt  Noia  m  Circuhuian. 


[bcii 


Total  Amount  qf  EXEMFTIONSi 


For  tht  Quarter  ending  5th  JaDuary  1810 

5th  April        — 
5tb  July  — 

10th  October  — 


£.       f. 

dL 

24,683  19 

10 

6,596  4 

9 

94,781  8 

4 

6,171  6 

3 

62,232  13 

2 

Advances  made  by  the  Bank  qf  England  to  Gotbrnmbnt,  on  Lmd  and  Malt,  Exchequer 

BUls,  and  other  Securitki;  on  the  5th  qf  January  181  J. 

,                          £.  t.  d* 

Malt,&c.  1810 • 294,000  0  0 

•e.  1,500,000  Supply  1810 1,500.000  0  0 

Supply  1808   : 3,000,000  0  0 

Bank  Loan 3,000,000  0  0 

AdTanoedontofSomsiifuedliorthePayaieDtof DiYidenda....: 876,739  0  9 

je.  8,670,739  0  9 


Account  qf  ail  the  Dollars  ifsued  by  the  Bank  of  England;  from  the  Hth  February  1810« 

to  the  igthFeb.  1811. 


Dollan  stamped  in  the  years  1810  and  1811,  and  issued 


0ollan. 
1,970,274 


Account  qf  the  average  Anunmt  qf  Bank  Notes  m  the  Yeasn  1798,  1799,  1800, 1801, 

omd  1802. 


1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 


10,920,400 
12,048,790 
13,421,920 
13,454,370 
13,917,980 


under  AS. 


1,786,000 
1,626^1 10 
],8S1,820 
2,715.180 
3,136,470 


vntd* 


12,706,400 
13,674^900 
15,253,740 
16,169,550 
17,054,450 


UNK  Notes  m  QtrcaJMan^foir  Tkret  Yean,  ending 
January  1811. 


£.5. 

■ad  Viwarli. 

14,265,850 


iradarCS. 


5,283,330 


TOTAJL 


19,549,180 


Account  qf  the  Amount  ^Bank  Notes  m  Cweulation,  ai  the  heguming  qf  February  and 

Augua,  m  lAc  Yean  1785  and  178C.  i 


1785 :  £. 

FebmaryS   ..•• ....i..... •.•....•.•••••••...••..•••  6,618,970 

AagQst6 ..«.. ^ 7,109,520 

1786: 

February 4  ..; 7,964,390 

August  5 8,520,600 


Izv]      lUpori  on  the  Office  of  High  Bmliffof  Wesiminatcr.     Junb  11,181 1. 


D«^ 


Report  from  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  Office  of 
High  Bailiff  of  Westminster. — Ordered  to  be  printed  June  ll^  1811. 


- 

The  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into, 
and  examine,  th9  nature  of  the  Offiqe 
of  High  Bai I ifi'of  Westminster,  and  the 
Duties  and  Burthens  incident  thereto ; 
and  to  report  the  same  to  the  House ; 
have  considered  the  matters  to  them 
referred  ;  and  iSaye  agreed  upon  the 
following  Report. 

Your  Committee  find,  that  the  office  of 
high  bailiff  of  Westminster  is  held  by 
Arthur  Morris,  esq.  for  life,  by  virtue  of 
three  distinct  patents,  granted  to  him  by 
the  dean  and  chapter  of  the  collegiate 
church  of  St.  Peter  at  Westminster,  under 
their  common  seal,  bearing  date  respec- 
tiTely  the  7th  day  of  August  1806;  the 
first  of  which  patents  is  a  grant  of  the 
bailiwick  and  escheatorship  of  the  city  and 
liberty  of  Westminster ;  the  second,  a  like 
grant  of  the  bailiwick,  escheatorship  and 
learchership  of  the  sanctuary  in  West- 
minster; and  the  third,  a  grant  of  the 
manerial  rights  and  royalties,  fines,  deo- 
dands,  forfeitures,  &c.  accruing  within  the 
tame  city  and  sanctuary ;  upon  which 
latter  grant  is  reserved  a  net  rent  of  150/. 
per  annom^  payable  to  the  dean  and 
chapter. 

That  the  above  office  was,  with  the 
sanction  of  the  dean  and  chapter, 'pur- 
chased in  1 806  by  Mr.  Morris,  of  his  pre- 
decessor Charles  Browning,  esq.  at  a 
price  amounting  in  the  whole  to  near 
4,000/. 

Your  Committee  farther  find,  that  under 
and  by  virtue  of  the  above  patents,  the 
functions  and  duties  of  the  higD  bailiff  are, 
in  all  essential  points,  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion with  those  of  sheriff  of  counties ;  to 
him  of  right  belong  the  execution  and 
return  of  all  writs,  warrants,  processes  or 
precepts  issued  into  his  jurisdiction  out  of 
any  of  the  courts  of  record,  or  by  the 
fherifTof  Middlesex,  or  any  other  legal 
authority  ;  therein  including  the  return  of 
citizens  to  serve  in  Parliament,  impannel- 
ling  of  juries,  regular  attendance  at  the 
courts  leet  and  quarter  sessions,  superin- 
tending the  execution  of  the  punishments 
by  pillory  or  otherwise  inflicted  by  them ; 
preserving  free  and  uninterrupted  access 
to  both  houses  of  Parliament  daring  their 
sittings;  and  generally,  all  Such  other 
duties  as  are  requisite  for  the  preservation 
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of  the  peace  of  the  populous  and  important 
city,  for  which  he  is  responsible  as  ita 
supreme  executive  officer;  and  for  which 
purpose  he  is  empowered  to  call  forth  th« 
several  constables  and  other  peace  officers 
within  his  district. 

Your  Committee  likewise  proceeded  to 
enqi\ire  into  the  fees  and  emoluments  at- 
tached to  the  office  of  high  bailiff;  and 
find  that  the  regular  source  of  them  arises 
as  follows : 
1st.  Fines  imposed  far  mis-    «£*.    f.  if. 
demeanors,  &c.  at  the  courts 
leet  and  quarter  sessions; 
averaging  annually  about. ••     75     0    O 
2nd.  Post  Fines  upon  aliena- 
tion of  land  effected  by  fines 
levied  in  the  court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas;  averaging  an- 
nually about 75    0    d 

Srd.  Poundage  fees  upon  exe- 
cutions levied  out  of  the 
two  40«.  courts  of  consci- 
ence, in  Castle-street  and 
Vine-street  Westminster ; 
averaging  annually  about ..  200  0  O 
4th.  Fines  on  Jurymen  for 
non-attendance ;  deodands, 
and  other  incidental  smalt 
fees,  not  falling  under  any 
of  the  above  heads ;  averag- 
ing annually  about  25    0    O 

And,  5thly.  Fines  imposed 
by  the  Courts  in  Westmin- 
ster-hall on  offenders  rest- 
dent  in  Westminster;  which 
are  necessarily  perfectly  un- 
certain in  amount,  but  for 
the  last  four  years  have  not 
averaged  net  per  anoom, 
after  payment  of  the  fees 
and  poundages  of  the  seve- 
ral offices  of  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  through  which 
they  pass,  more  than   •••...     75     0    0 

450  0  0 
From  which,  deducting  the] 

annual  rent  paid  to  the  deanl 

and  chapter ;  of...£.\50  ...S250  0  0 
Apd  the  deputy's  annual  fee  J 

of «£,100  ...J 


A  net  balance  is  left  of  aboat   200    0    o 


Ixvii]  APPENDIX. 

It  also  appeared  to  yoar  Cotninitteef 
that  by  invariable  and  immemorial  usage, 
the  appointment  of  an  efficient  deputy  is 
required  of  the  high  bailiff,  by  the  dean 
Stnd  chapter;  and  which  deputy  holds  his 
situation  during  the  pleasure  of  his  prin- 
cipal^ but  by  patent  also  under  their  seal ; 
and  is  fully  authorized  to  execute  all  the 
duties  of  the  high  bailiff;  and  his  assistance 
and  legal  advice  is  on  many  occasions  re- 
quisite, particularly  at  elections,  where  he 
has  hitherto  acted  as  sole  assessor  during 
several  long  contests.  The  situation  of 
Deputy  is  now  held  by  Mr.  W.  Tboke,  of 
Gray's-Inn,  at  an  annual  fee  or  salary  of 
100/.  which  was  in  former  times  200/.  per 
annum  to  several  of  his  predecessors.  It 
is  also  stated,  that,  by  the  custom  of  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,  the  payment  cf  fines 
can  only  be  regularly  made  to  the  deputy, 
and  not  to  his  principal. 

Your  Committee  further  find,  by  an  ac- 
count in  writing  delivered  in  by  the  high 
bailiff,  that  after  giving  credit  for  the  net 
salary  so  received  by  him  as  above  stated, 
during  the  four  years  be  has  held  the  of- 
fice, he  has  Sustained  a  clear  loss  of  near 
500i.  by  the  election  of  citizens  to  serve 
in  Parliament;  arising  under  the  follow- 
ing circumstances : 

Upon  Mr.  Morris's  appointment  to  his 
situation,  he  was  informed  by  his  prede- 
cessor, that  the  expences  attending  elec- 
tions were  defrayed  by  the  candidates  in 
equal  shares;  as  stipulated  by  an  under- 
taking in  writing  invariably  signed  by 
Ihem,  previous  to  the  election,  and  an 
immediate  deposit  paid  ;  and  that  no  loss 
whatever  had  been  ever  incurred  by  the 
returning  officer,  upon  an  election. 

It  is  further  stated  in  evidence  by  Mr. 
Tooke,  that  in  pursuance  of  such  informa- 
tion given  to  Mr.  Morris  by  his  predeces- 
sor, upon  the  two  contested  elections  that 
Occurred  in  November  I  if  06  and  May 
1807,  arrangements  were  made,  by  build- 
ing hustings  and  employing  poll  clerks, 
ibr  holding  the  elections,  in  all  respects 
conformably  to  former  practice  ;  and  that 
by  reason  thereof  the  disbursements  in 
Kovember  18u6  amounted  to  1,465/.  and 
in  May  1807  to  1,507/. 

That  some  of  the  candidates  at  such 
elections  signed  the  customary  undertak- 
ing, and  also  paid  deposits  on  account, 
and  ultimately  settled  their  proportions 
thereof. 

That  James  Paull,  esq.  at  the  Former 
election,  and  sir  Francis  Burdett,  bart.  at 
the  latter*  having  declined  to  pay  their 
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proportion  of  such  diabursements,  actions 
were  commenced  against  them  by  the 
high  bailiff;  upon  which  Mr.  Panll  paid 
170/.  into  court  as  his  share  of  the  ex- 
pence  of  erecting  the  hustings  ;  and  a 
verdict  was  obtained  against  sir  Francis 
Burdett  for  1 17/.  8s.  2d.  being  his  share 
of  the  like  expence  only,  and  some  other 
small  items ;  the  loss  therefore  by  the 
nonpayment  of  the  other  parts  of  the  claim 
made  on  them,  and  a  deficiency  on  the 
part  of  another  candidate,  occasioned  a 
total  loss  to  the  high  bailiff  of  1,269/.  9s. 
2<L  exclusive  of  the  extra  costs  of  the  two 
actions. 

The  principal  feature  of  expence  at« 
tending  the  election,  in  addition  to  the 
hustings,  is  the  number  of  poll  clerks,  who 
appear  to  be  necessarily  required  in  en* 
tering  the  names  and  descriptions  of  voters 
and  in  administering  the  oaths. 

It  was  likewise  stated  in  evidence,  that 
there  is  no  convenient  public  building  in 
Westminster,  wherein  the  poll  can  be  con- 
veniently taken,  the  number  of  electort 
being  stated  to  amount  to  near  15,000 ;  and 
that  it  has  been  hitherto  deemed  inexpedient 
to  attempt  to  protect  the  hustings  after 
the  conclusion  of  the  election,  it  tiaving, 
by  immemorial  custom,  been  taken  pos- 
session of  by  the  populace. 

Your  Committee,  in  order  to  verify  and 
corroborate  the  preceding  statements  of 
the  high  bailiff  and  his  deputy,  summoned 
Mr.  Jeanneret  to  attend  them,  he  haviog 
been  many  years  confidential  clerk,  and 
afterwards  the  partner  of  Mr.  Francis 
Grojan,  who  diiring  a  long  period  filled 
the  office  of  Deputy  bailiff. 

From  Mr.  Jeanneret's  evidence  it  ap« 
pears,  that  he  attended  as  poll  clerk  or 
otherwise  during  four  or  five  elections; 
that  it  was  customary  for  the  agents  for 
the  candidates  to  pay  a  deposit  usual ly  of 
200/.  a  piece,  of  which  ^r.  Grojan  kept 
an  account,  and  when  that  sum  was  cz<- 
hausted  called  for  a  further  balance,  tak« 
ing  care  to  be  never  in  advance,  and  no 
loss  was  therefore  ever  sustained  by  him ; 
that  he  had  frequently  a  surplus  left  which 
he  repaid  as  due  to  the  several  candidates* 

Mr.  Jeanneret  then  delivered  in  a  form 
of  the  candidate's  undertaking;  state* 
ments  of  accounts  with  them^  and  bills  of 
election  disbursements  in  the  years  1780» 
1784, 178S,  and  1790;  which  are  similar 
in  the  description  of  the  charges  to  those 
delivered  in,  in  the  years  1806  and  1807» 
by  the  present  high  bailiffl 

From  the  above  evidence  it  appears  to 
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jour  Committee,  that,  until  the  period  of 
the  present  high  bai lift's  appointment  to 
the  oflice«  the  expences  of  elections  were 
.Uniformly  defrayed  by  the  respective  can- 
didates ;  that  he  was  placed  in  a  situation 
of  unexpected  difficulty  and  risk,  by  the 
refusal  of  that  payment  at  the  last  elec- 
tion ;  and  though  the  subsequent  legal  de* 
termination  established,  under  the  special 
circumstances  of  the  case,  his  claim  on  ac- 
count of  the  hustings,  ^d  of  a  small  sum 
for  special  commissioners,  yet  it  failed  to 
indemnify  him  for  the  large  proportion  of* 
his  demand,  and  left  no  guide  to  regulate 
bis  conduct,  or  protect  the  peace  of  West- 
minster,  during  any  future  election. 

It  therefore  appears  to  your  Committee, 
that  as  the  average  emoluments  of  the  of- 
fice of  high  bailitf*  are  wholly  inadequate 
to  the  necessary  expenses  attendant  upon 
a  contested  election,  some  certain  provi-. 
aion  should  be  made  for  defraying  those 
expences ;  that  much  mischief  and  incon- 
Tenience  may  ensue  from  the  state  of  un- 
certainty as  to  the  liability  of  the  high 
)>ailifFto  make  on  any  future  occasion  the 
usual  arrangements,  at  bis  own  risk,  or  by 
not  making  them,  to  endanger  the  peace 
of  the  city  by  a  noTel  and  hazardous 
mode  of  proceeding. 

It  did  occur  to  your  Committee,  that 
the  least  exceptionable,  and  perhaps  the 
most  constitutional  mode  of  ensuring  the 
certainty  of  a  fit  and  commodious  build- 
ing for  taking  the  poll  at  any  future  con- 
tested election,  ana  of  all  other  necessary 
arrangements  with  regard  to  poll  clerks 
and  commissioners,  would  be  secured  by 
payment  out  of  the  poor  ra'te  of  the  re- 
spective  parishes,  at  a  regular  per-centage, 
of  a  certain  fixed  and  reasonable  sum, 
adequate  to  cover  the  necessary  expences 
to  be  incurred  ;  and  yuur  Committee  was 
led  to  believe  that  no  objection  was  likely 
to  be  raised  by  the  inhabitant  householders 
to  such  an  assessment,  more  particularly 
as  the  right  of  election  is  vested  in  them  ; 
but  your  Committee  considering  that  a 
Tery  inadequate  space  of  time  is  allowed 
for  collecting  such  information  as  appear- 
ed to  them  to  be  necessary  on  this  subject, 
^  have,  for  that  reason  only,  not  suggested 
the  adoption  of  such  a  measure.  They 
were  also  generally  aware  of  the  possibi- 
lity of  a  gre.a  difii^rence  of  opinion,  even 
among  members  of  the  legislature,  on  the 
expediency  of  casting  the  burthen,  by 
law,  of  discharging  these  expences  on 
any  future  candidates,  as  a  permanent  re- 
giilation.^-»Bttt«  considering  the  preterva- 
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tion  of  the  peace,  the  regularity  of  elec- 
tion, and  the  safety  and  accommodation  of 
aged  and  infirm 'persons  exercising  their, 
right  of  voting  in  this  city,  of  so  great  im* 
portance  in  point  of  example,  and  other 
consequences  to  the  kingdom  at  large,  they 
have  not  hesitated  to  recommend  to  the 
legislature  the  adoption  of  the  bill,  pro- 
vided the  same  be  so  worded,  that  it  should 
have  continuance  for  two  years  only; 
during  which  time,  more  ample  opportu- 
nity will  be  afforded  of  investigating  tha 
subject. — June  1 1  tb,  1811. 
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Grant  qf  the  Bailiwick  and  EsekiaiorMp  qf 

Weuminutrl  ^ 

This  Indenture,  mafie  the  7th  day  of 
August  in  the  46th  year  of  th(  reign  of 
our  sovereign  lord  George  3,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  of  the  United  Kinsdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  King,  iJefender  of  the 
Faith,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1806; 
Between  the  reverend  William  Vincent, 
D«  D.  dean  of  the  Collegiate  Church  of 
St.  Peter  in  Westminster,  and  the  Chapter 
of  the  same  church,  of  the  one  part;,  and 
Arthur  Morris  of  Southampton-street  in 
the  parish  of  St.  Paul  Covent  Garden  in 
the  liberty  of  Westminster  in  the  county 
of  Middlesex,  esquire,  of  the  other  part ; 
Witnesseth,  that  the  said  dean  and  chapter 
of  their  one  assent  and  consent,  and  for 
and  in  respect  of  the  special  trust  and 
confidence  they  have  and  do  repose  in  the 
said  Arthur  Morris,  have  made,  ordained, 
constitated  and  appointed,  and  by  these 
presents  for  them  and  their  lucccaiori  do 
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make,  ordaioj  constitute,  and  appoint  the 
•aid  Arthur  Morris  to  be  their  BailifF  of 
the  city  of  Westminster  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  and  of  and  within  the  liberty 
of  the  same  city  of  Westminster  and  the 
precincts  thereof,  extending  and  being 
within  the  parishes  of  St.  Margaret,  St. 
John  the  Evangelist  near  Milbank,  St. 
Martin  in  the  fields^  St.  George  Hanover- 
square,  St.  Clement  Danes,  St.  Paul  Co- 
vent  Gardtn,  and  St.  Mary  at  Strand,  St. 
Ann  and  St.  James,  within  the  said  county 
■of  Middlesex  (the  liberty  or  precinct 
within  the  place  or  places  called  the 
Sanctuary  within  the  close  of  the  said 
Cullegiaie  Church,  and  the  Sanctuary, 
always  and  only  excepted) ;  giving  and 
likewise  eri'antini<  to  the  said  Arthur  Morris 
full  power  and  authority  to  execute,  serve 
and  return  all  and  all  manner  of  bills, 
writs,  warrants,  process,  and  precepts  what- 
soever, and  to  attach  apprehend  and  arrest 
and  commit  to  their  prison  in  Westmin- 
ser,  all  such  person  and  persons  as  he  the 
said  Arthur  Morris  shall  receive  warrant 
to  arrest  as  bailiQ*  of  the  said  liberty  of 
Westminster,  which  are  or  shall  be  di- 
rected or  issued  out  of  any  of  the  courts 
^  of  his  Majesty,  his  heirs,  or  successors,  or 
from  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex fftr  the  time  being,  or  from  any  of 
them,  or.  from  any  other  person  or  persons 
lawfully  authorised,  and  the  same  person 
or  persons  so  arrested  and  attached  there 
to  retain  and  keep  until  they  shall  be 
the«)ce  delivered  by  due  course  and  order 
»f  law;  and  further  to  do,  exercise,  and 
e^wjcute  all  and  every  other  thing  and 
things  and  duties  whatsoever  appertaining 
to  the  said  office  of  bailiff  (except  in  the 
pla^.es  and  close  before  excepted).  And 
furiher  the  said  dean  and  chapter  have 
made,  ordained,  nominated,  ^constituted, 
and  appointed,  and  by  these  presents  do 
make,  ordain,  nominate,  constitute,  and 
appoint,  the  said  Arthur  Morris  to  be 
>escheator  of  and  within  the  city  of 
Westminster  aforesaid,  and  the  liberties 
and  precincts  thereof  extending  within 
the  parishes  aforesaid,  (except  as  before 
excepted),  and  to  have,  receive,  and  take 
all  profits,  fees,  and  advantages  unto  the 
said  office  of  escheator  appertaining  or 
belonging  ;  to  have  and  to  hold,  exercise 
and  enjoy  the  said  office  of  Bailiff  and 
Escheator  of  the  said  bailiwick  and  liber- 
ties aforesaid  (the  places  aforesaid  always 
excepted),  by  him  or  his  sufficient  deputy 
or  deputies  to  be  allowed  and  approved  of 
}>y  the  deaa  and  chapter  of  the  said  Col- 
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legiate  Church  for  the  time  being,  during 
the  term  of  the  natural  life  of  him  the  said 
Arthur  Morris,  if  he  the  said  Arthur  Mor- 
ris shall  80  long  behave  himself  well  in  the 
said  office,  the  said  Arthur  Morris  taking 
for  his  or  their  fee  or  fees  for  execatiog 
the  said  office,  all  such  fees  profits    or 
commodities  as  unto  the  said  offices  or 
either  of  them  do  belong  or  appertain. 
And  further  the  said  dean  and  chapter 
have  given,  granted,  and  confirmed,  and 
by  these  presents  flo  give,  grant,  and  con* 
firm  unto  the  said  Arthur  Morris,  all  and 
all  manner  of  fines,   post    fines,  issues, 
amerciaments,  redemptions,  pains,  and  for- 
feitures which  shall  hereafter  grow  due  to 
the  said  dean  and  chapter,  as  well  fines, 
post  fines,  issues,  and  amerciaments  before 
the  King,  his  heirs,  and  successors,  or  be* 
fore  the  Steward,  marshall  and  clerk  of  the 
market,  of  the  King,  his  heirs,  or  succes- 
sors, or  before  any  other  the  cominissioaers 
of  the  King,  his  heirs,  or  successors  or 
any  of  them,  and  before  the  steward,  co- 
roner, escheator,  and  clerk  of  the  market 
of  the  said  city  of  Westminster  and  the 
liberties    and  precincts    thereof  (except 
the  places  before  excepted')  to  have  hold 
levy  take  and  enjoy  all  the  said  fines  and 
amerciaments  redemptions  pains  and  for- 
feitures whatsoever,  and  all  and  singular 
other  the  premises  aforesaid,  unto  the  said 
Arthur  Morris  his  use  and  behoof  abso- 
lutely for  and  during  the  term  of  bis  ua» 
tural  life,  if  he  shall  so  long  behave  him- 
self well  in  the  said  office.    And  the  said 
Arthur  Morris,  for  himself,  his  heirs  ex- 
ecutors and  administrators,  hath  covenant- 
ed  and  granted,  and  by  these  presents 
doth  covenant  and  grant  to  and  with  the 
said  dean  and  chapter  i^nd  their  succes- 
sors, that  if  he  the  said  Arthur  Morris,  or 
any  of  his  servants  or  ministers  or  depu- 
ties, shall  or  do  enter  into  any  part  of  the 
sanctuary  or  places  before  excepted,  lo 
execute  any  part  of  his  office  or  offices, 
without  having  obtained  licence  in  writ- 
ing under  the  hand  of  the  said  dean  or  his 
successors,  for  the  time  being  for  that  par- 
pose,  that  then  the  said  Arthur  Morris 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  unto  the' said  dean 
and  chapter  and  their  successors  as  a  pe- 
nalty, the  sum  of  5/.  for  every  time  so  of- 
fending, to  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
said  dean  and  chapter  for  the  time  being. 
And  the  said  Arthur  Morris,  for  himself 
his  heirs    executors   and    administrators, 
doth  further  covenant  and  grant,  to  and 
with  the  said  dean  and  chapter  and  their 
successors,  th&t  if  the  said  Arthur  Moriis, 


hit  under-bailiffi  officers  or  miniBters,  or 
any  of  them,  shall,  without  having  first 
obtained  licence  in  writing,  under  the 
hand  of  the  said  dean  for  the  time  being, 
detain,  keep  or  reserve,  in  bis  or  their  pri- 
vate cu»tody>or  in  any  one  of  their  house 
or  houses,  or  in  any  place  or  places,  any 
prisoner  or  prisoners  that  shall  be  in  his  or 
their  custody  or  custodies,  or  by  them  or 
any  of  them  shall  be  arrested  and  taken, 
and  shall  not  with  as  much  expedition  as 
may  be  after  the  apprehension  or  arresting 
of  any  such  person  or  persons,  by  them 
or  any  of  them  apprehended  or  taken, 
conduct  and  bring*  or  cause  to  be  con- 
ducted and  brought,  the  said  prisoner  or 
prisoners  to  the  said  prison  or  goal,  there 
to  remain  prisoners  under  the  custody  of 
the  goaler  there  for  the  time  being,  that 
then  the  said  Arthur  Morris  shall  and  will 
forfeit  and  pay  to  the  said  dean  and  chap- 
ter and  their  successors,  as  a  penalty,  the 
turn  of  5L  for  every  time  so  offending,  to 
be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  said  dean 
and  chapter  for  the  time  being:  Provided 
always,  that  it  is  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  these  presents,  that  if  the  said  Ar- 
thur Morris  shall  and  do  at  any  time  here- 
after assign  over  this  present  indenture, 
or  the  said  offices  of  bailiff  and  escheator, 
or  either  of  them,  to  any  person  or  per- 
aons,  body  or  bodies  politic  or  corporate 
whatsoever,  without  the  consent  of  the 
said  dean  and  chapter  or  their  successors 
first  ha4  in  writing,  that  then  and  imme- 
diately upon  such  assignment  made  as 
aforesaid,  this  present  deed  and  all  and 
every  the  appointments,  grants,  and  things 
herein  contained  or  hereby  made  and 
granted,  shall  cease  determine  and  be  ut- 
terly void,  any  thing  before  in  these  pre- 
sents contained  to  the  contrary  thereof 
in  anywise  notwithstanding.  In  witness 
whereof,  as  well  the  common  seal  of  the 
•aid  dean  and  chapter,  as  the  seal  of  the 
said  Arthur  Morris,  to  these  present  in- 
dentures, interchangeably  are  put  Yeoven 
in  the  chapter  house  of  the  said  dean  and 
chapter  at  Westminster  aforesaid,  the  day 
and  year  first  above  written. 

Let  this  deed  be  inrolled  among  the  me- 
moranda of  the  Exchequer,  that  it  may 
appi^ar  upon  record  that  the  above- 
named  Arthur  Morris  is  bail ifi' and  es- 
cheator of  the  city  and  liberty  above- 
mentioned.  Dated  this  19th  day  of 
November,  1 806.         A.  Thompson. 

Inrolled  among  the  memoranda  of  the 
Exchequer,  to  wit,  in  the    lord  trea- 
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'  lurer's  remembrancer's  office,  among 
the  common  business  of  Michaelmas 
term,  in  the  47th  year  of  the  reign  of 
king  George  the  third.     W.  Foxton. 

Grant  of  the  Bailiivick  (ff  the  Sanctuary  qf 

Westminster. 

To  all  Christian  people  to  whom  thestf 
presents  shall  come,  William  Vincent, 
D.  D.  dean  of  the  collegiate  church  of  St. 
Peter  in  Westminster,  and  the  Chapter-of 
the  same  church  send  greeting : — Know 
ye,  that  we  the  said  dean  and  chapter, 
with  our  one  assent  and  consent,  for  di« 
vers  good  cagses  and  considerations  nt 
hereunto  moving,  and  for  and  in  respect 
of  the  special  trust  and  approved  confi* 
dence  we  repose  and  hrive  in  Arthur  Mor* 
ris,  of  Southampton  street,  in  the  parish 
of  St.  Paul  Covent-garden,  in  the  liberty 
of  Westminster,  in  the  county  of  Middle* 
sex,  esq.,  have  given,  granted  and  con« 
firmed,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us  and 
our  successors,  do  give,  grant  and  con* 
firm,  unto  the  said  Arthur  Morris,  the  of- 
fice of  searcher  and  searchership  of  and 
within  the  liberty  and  place  called  the 
Sanctuary,  and  the  precinct  thereof,  ex« 
tending  and  being  within  the  parish  of 
Saint  Margaret  in  Westminster.  And 
whereas,  we  have  made  and  ordained  the 
said  Arthur  Morris  to  be  our  bailiff  of 
our  whole  liberty  of  Westminster,  except 
the  liberty  and  place  called  the  Sanctuary 
aforesaid :  Now  know  ye  further,  that  we 
the  said  dean  and  chapter,  of  our  like  as* 
sent  and  consent,  for  the  considerations 
aforesaid,  have  given,  granted  and  con* 
firmed,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us  and 
our  successors,  do  give,  grant,  and  con* 
firm  unto  the  said  Arthur  Morris,  the  of* 
fice  of  bailiff  of  our  said  liberty  called  the 
Sanctuary,  and  him  the  said  Arthur  Mor- 
ris our  bailiff  of  our  said  liberty  called  the 
Sanctuary,  do  make,  ordain,  constitute, 
and  appoint,  by  these  presents  giving, 
and  by  these  presents  granting,  unto  him 
the  said  Arthur  Morris,  full  power  and 
authority  to  execute,  serve,  and  return  all 
and  all  manner  of  bills,  writs,  warrants, 
process  and  precepts  whatsoever,  which 
shall  be  directed  and  issued  out  of  his 
Majesty's  courts  of  Westminster,  or  from 
the  sheriff  of  Middlesex  for  the  time 
being,  or  from  any  lawf\il  authority, 
which  are  to  be  executed  and  served 
within  the  said  precinct ;  and  to  attach,  ap* 
prebend  and  arrest,  and  to  commit  to  our 
prison  in  Westminster,  all  such  person  and 
persons  as  the  said  Arthur  Morris  shall  re« 
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ceive  warrant  to  arrest  as  bailiff  of  our  said 
liberty,  called  the  Sanctuary,  and    the 
same  person  or  persons  so  arrested  and  at- 
tached there  to  detain  and  -keep,  until  they 
shall  be  thence  delivered   by  due  course 
and  order  of  law  :  And  further,  by  all  law- 
ful ways  and  means,  to  demand,  collect, 
seize  upon,  levy  and  distrain  for,  receive 
and  take,  all  manner  of  deodands,  and  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  all  manner  of  per- 
sons forfeited  within  the  said  liberty  and 
precinct,  called  the  Sanctuary,  also  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  felons  escaped,  fe- 
lons convicted,  and  the  goods  and  chattels 
ot  felons  and  fugitives,  felons  of  themselves, 
condemned  persons,  or  for  any  manner  of 
causes  whatsoever,  convicted,  or  attainted  ; 
also  the  goods  and  chattels  of  outlawed 
persons,  and  persons  banished,  waifes,  es- 
trays,  and  the  goods  and  chattels  of  all 
manner  of  persons  hereafter,  to  be  confis* 
cated  or  forfeited  within  the  said  liberty 
or  precinct  called  the  Sanctuary,  which 
belong  and  appertain  to  us  and  our  suc- 
cessors, or  shall  be  to  us  hereafter  forfeited, 
by  any  ways  or  means  whatsoever  ;  and 
also  all  and   all  manner  of  fines,  issues, 
amerciaments,    escheats,     perquisites    of 
courts,  redemptions,  pains  and  forfeitures, 
and  all   other    duties  whatsoever,  which 
shall  hereafter  grow  due  to  us,  and   our 
successors  within  the  said  liberty  and  pre- 
cinct called  the  Sanctuary  ;  and  to  account 
for  the  same  to  us  and  our  successors  once 
every  year,  if  the  said  Arthur  Morris  shall 
be  thereunto  required   by  the  dean  and 
chapter  of  the  said  collegiate  church  for 
the  time  being  :  and  further  also  to  exer* 
cise  and  execute  ail  and  every  other  thing 
and  things  and  duties  whatsoever  apper- 
taining to  the  said   office,  or    offices  of 
searcher  and  bailiff  of  our  said  liberty, 
called  the  Sanctuary,  as  tully  and  amply 
in  every  respect  and  thing,  as  our  bailiff 
of  our  said  liberty  of  Westminister,  law- 
fully, may,  can  or  might  do,  to  have,  hold, 
exercise,  occupy,  and  enjoy   the  said   of- 
fice and  offices  of  searcher  and  bailii}^  of 
the  said  liberty,  precinct,  and  place,  called 
the  Sanctuary  aforesaid,  with  the  powers 
and  authorities  betorementioned,  unio  tne 
said  Arthur   Morris,  and  his   assigns  de- 
puty and  deputies,  to  be  allowed  and  ap- 
proved of  by  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
the  said  collegiate  church  for  the  time  be- 
ing, lor  and  during  the  natural  life  of  the 
said  Arthur  IVlorris,  he  and  they  behaving 
hiuisr>lf  and  themselves  well  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  same.     And  further  know  ye, 
that  we  the  said  dean  and  chapter,  for  us. 
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and  our  successors  have  given  and  granted, 
and  by  these  presents  do  give  and  grant 
unto  the  said  Arthur  Morris,  for  the  exer- 
cise and  executing  of  the  said  office  and 
offices,  one  annuity  or  annual  fee  of  6/. 
1 3f .  ^d.  to  have,  hold,  receive,  perceive, 
and  [enjoy  the  said  annuity  or  annual  fee, 
of  6L  1 3«.  4(i.  unto  the  said  Arthur  Morris, 
and  his  assigns,  for  and  during  the  nataral 
life  of  the  said  Arthur  Morris,  to  be  paid 
yearly  by  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  or  re- 
ceiver of  the  said  collegiate  church  for  the 
time  being,  at  four  usual  feasts  or  terms 
in  the  year  (that  is  to  say)  at  the  feasts  of 
the  Annunciation  of  the  Blessed  Virgin 
Mary,  the  nativity  of  St.  John  the  Baptist* 
St.  Michael  the  Archangel,  and  the  birth 
of  our  Lord  Christ,  by  even  and  equal  por- 
tions, the  first  payment  thereof  to  begin  and 
be  made  on  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  the  Arch- 
angel now  next  ensuing,  together  with  ail 
fees  advantages  commodities  emoluments 
rewards  and  profits  whatsoever  they  be  to 
the  said  office  and  offices  incident  and  be* 
longing,  and  hereafter  used  and  accustom* 
ed,  he  the  said  Arthur  Morris,  his  deputy 
and  deputies,  well  behaving  themselves 
as  aforesaid.  In  witness  whereof  we  the 
said  dean  and  chapter,  have  hereunto  set 
our  common  seal.  Yeoven  in  our  chapter 
house  at  Westmnister  aforesaid,  the  7th 
day  of  August  in  the  46th  year  of  the 
reign  of  our  sovereign  lord  George  3,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  of  the  united  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  king,  de- 
fender of  the  faith,  and  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1806. 


Let  this  deed  be  inroUed  among  the  me- 
moraiida  of  the  Exchequer,  that  it  may 
appear  upon  record  that  the  above* 
named  Arthur  Morris,  is  bailiff  of  tha 
liberty  above  mentioned.  Dated  this 
1  Uth  day  of  November  1 8b6. 

A.  Thompson. 

InroUed  among  the  memoranda  of  tW 
Exchequer,  to  wit,  in  the  Lord  Trea- 
surer's remembrancer's  office,  among 
.the  common  business  of  Michaelmas 
term,  in  the  47th  year  of  the  reign  of 
King  George  3.  W.  Fox-K^N. 

Grant  qf  the  Manerial   Rights  within  the 
City  and  lAbcrty  of  Wcsttfdniitcr, 

This  Indenture,  made  the  7th  day  of 
August  in  the  46ih  year  of  the  reign  of 
our  Sovereign  Lord  George  3,  by  the 
i;race  of  God,  of  the  United  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  King,  defender 
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of  ih«  faith,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
IBCK) ;  Between  the  Kev.  WiUiam  Vincent, 
D.  D.,  dean  of  the  collegiate  church  of  St. 
peter  in  Westminster,  and  the  chapter  of 
the  same  churchy  of  the  one  part ;  and 
Arthur  Morris,  of  Sooth  am pton*street  in 
the  parish  of  St.  Paul  Covent-Garden  in 
the  liberty  of  Westminster  in  the  county 
of  Middlesex,  ei«quire  of  the  other  part : 
witnesseth,  that  the  said  dean  and  chapter, 
of  their  one  assent  and  consent,  for  divers 
good  causes  and  considerations  them 
thereunto  moving,  and  for  and  In  respect 
of  the  special  trust  and  approved  confi- 
dence they  repose  and  have  in  th^  said 
Arthur  Morris,  have  given  granted  and 
confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  gire 
grant  and  confirm  unto  the  said  Arthur 
Morris,  all  and  all  manner  of  deodands, 
and  the  goods  and  chattels  of  all  and 
all  manner  of  persons  forfeited,  resid- 
ing or  not  residing  witliin  the  city 
of  Westminster  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex, and  of  and  'within  the  liberty 
of  the  same  city  of  Westminster  and  the 
precincts  thereof,  extendinjr  and  being 
within  the  parishes  of  St.  Margaret,  St. 
John  the  Evangelist  near  Milbank,  St. 
Martin  in  the  Fields, St,  George,  Hanover- 
square,  St.  Clement  Danes,  St.  Paul  Covent 
Garden,  and  St.  Mary  at  Strand,  St.  Ann  and 
St.  James,  within  the  said  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex (the  liberty  or  precinct  within  the 
place  or  places  called  the  Sanctuary  within 
the  close  of  the  said  collegiate  church, 
and  the  sanctuary  places  always  ex- 
cepted;) and  also  the  goods  and  chattels 
of  felons  escaped,  felons  convicted,  and 
the  goods  and  chattels  of  felons  and  fu- 
gitives, felons  of  themselves,  condemned 
persons,  or  for  any  cause  convicted  what* 
aoever ;  the  goods  and  chattels  of  outlawed 
persons,  Uie  goods  and  chattels  of  banished 
persons,  waifs  and  strays,  and  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  all  manner  of  persons  here- 
after to  be  confiscated  and  forfeited,  whe- 
ther they  reside  or  not  reside  within  the 
aaid  liberties  or  any  of  them,  except  as 
before  excepted,  which  belong  or  shall 
appertain  to  the  said  dean  and  chapter,  or 
their  successors,  or  shall  be  to  ihem  or  any 
of  them  forfeited  by  any  ways  or  means 
whataoeyer ;  to  have,  hold,  take,  and  enjoy 
ail  the  said  deodands,  goods  and  chattels, 
waifs  and  strays,  and  all  and  singular 
other  the  premises  herein-before  men* 
t]oned,  and  intended  to  be  hereby  granted 
and  confirmed  onto  the  said  Arthur  Morris, 
bis  nse  and  behoof,  for  and  during  the 
itnn  of  his  oatoral  life.    And  the  taid 


Arthur  Morris,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  exe- 
cutors, administrators  and  assigns,  doth  co« 
venant,  promise  and  grant,  to  and  with 
the  said  dean  and  chapter  and  their  suc- 
cessors, by  these  presents,  that  he  the  said 
Arthur  Morris  and  his  assigns,  shall   and 
will  yearly,  from  time  to  time  during  the 
term  of  his  natural  life,  or  so  long  as  he 
shall  continue  to  take,  hold,  and  enjoy  the 
said  premises  hereby  granted  or  intended 
so  to  be,  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  for  the 
said    premises  unto  the  said    dean   and 
chapter  and  their  successors,  or  unto  their 
receiver  general,  or  other  their  deputy  or 
deputies  in  that  behalf  appointed,  the  clear 
yearly  sum  of  150/.  of  lawful  money  of 
Great  Britain,  to  be  paid  at  or  in  the  novr 
dioing-hall  of  the  snid  dean  and  chapter 
at  Westminster  aforesaid,  at  the  four  usual 
feasts  or  terms  in  the  year,  (that  is  to  say) 
at  the  feasts  jof  the  Annunciation  of  the 
blessed  Virgin  Mary,  the  Nativity  of  St. 
John  the  baptist,  St.  Michael  the  Arch- 
angel,  and  the  birth  of  our  Lord  Christ,  by 
even  and  equal  portions ;  the  first  of  such 
•payments  to  begin  and  be  made  on  the 
feast-day  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel 
now  next  ensuing;  and  if  it  shall  happen 
that  the  said  yearly  sum  of  150/.  shall  btt 
behind  and  unpaid  in  part  or  in  all  af^er 
any  of  the  said  feasts  on  which  the  same 
ought  to  be  paid,  by  the  space  of  28  days, 
being  lawfully  demanded  at  the  place  of 
payment  aforesaid  ;  or  if  the  said  Arthur 
Morris  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  assign 
over  this  present  indenture  to  any  person 
or  persons,  body  or  bodies  politic  or  cor- 
porate whatsoever,  without  the  consent  of 
the  said  dean  and  chapter  or  their  succes- 
sors first  had  and  obtained  in  writing ;  that 
then  or  in  either  of  the  said  cases  this  pre- 
sent indenture  and  all  the  estate  hereby 
granted  shall  cease  and  be  void  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes  whatsoever.     In  witness 
whereof  as  well  the  coihmon  seal  of  the  said 
dean  and  chapter  as  the  seal  of  the  said 
Arthur  Morris  to  these  indentures  inter- 
changeably   are     put.     Yeoven    in    the 
chapter  house  of  the  said  dean  and  chapter 
at  Westminster  aforesaid,  the  day  and 
year  first  above  written. 

Let  this  deed  be  inrolled  among  the  me- 
moranda of  the  Exchequer,  that  it  may 
appear  upon  record  that  the  above  ma« 
nerial  rights  are  granted  to  the  above- 
named  Arthur  Morris.  Dated  the  22d 
of  November  180().        A.  Thomson. 

Inrolled  among  the  memoranda  of  the 
Exchequer  {fo  wit)  in  the  lord  trea« 
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•ttrer's  remembrancer's  office,  among 
•     the   common  business  of  Michaelmas 
Term,  in  the  47 ih  year  of  the  reign  of 
King  George  the  Srd.      W.  Foxton. 

Appendix,  No.  III. 

Appomimcnt  qf  Mr.  Tooke  to  be  Deputy 
Bttiiiff  qf  the  City  and  Liberiy  qf  West-^ 
minster. 

This  Indenture,  made  the  15th  day  of 
November  in  the  47th  year  of  the  reign  of 
our  sovereign  Lord  George  the  3rd,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  King,  defender 
of  the  faith>  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1806;  between  Arthur  Morris  esq.,  high 
bailiff  of  the  city  and  liberty  of  West- 
minster, of  the  one  part ;  and  William 
Tooke,  of  GrayVinn  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  gentleman,  of  the  other  part : 
Whereas  the  dean  and  chapter  of  the  col- 
legiate church  of  St. 'Peter  Westminster, 
by  two  certain  deeds  or  instruments  in 
writing,  and  also  by  a  certain  deed  poll, 
bearing  date  the  7th  day  of  August  last, 
did  constitute  the  said  Arthur  Morris  to 
be  their  bailiff  of  the  said  city  and  liberty 
of  Westminster,  with  all  and  every  the 
profits  and  privileges  thereunto  belonging, 
to  have,  hold,  exercise  and  enjoy  the  said 
office  of  bailiff  during  the  term  of  the  na- 
tural life  of  the  said  Arthur  Morris,  by  him 
the  said  Arthur  Morris,  or  his  sufficient 
deputy  or  deputies,  as  by  the  said  inden- 
tures and  deed  poll  may  appear :  and 
whereas  the  said  Arthur  Morris  is  minded 
and  desirous,  that  the  said  William  Tooke 
should  have  full  power  to  execute  the  said 
office  of  bailiff  in  all  respects  and  at  all 
times  as  fully  as  he  the  said  Arthur  Morris 
is  himself  enabled  or  hath  power,  and  of 
appointing  him  the  said  William  Tooke 
his  deputy  for  that  purpose,  until  such 
tkne  as  he  the  said  Arthur  Morris  shall  by 
writing  under  his  hand  and  seal  think  fit 
to  revoke  the  authority  by  these  presents 
given  ;  now  this  indenture  witnesseth,  that 
the  said  Arthur  Morris  hath,  by  and  with 
the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  said 
dean  and  chapter  of  Westminster,  testified 
by  their  having  caused  their  common  seal 
to  be  affixed  to  thet^e  presents,  nominated 
constituted,  deputed,  and  appointed,  and  by 
these  presents  by  and  with  such  consent  as 
aforesaid,  doth  nominate,  constitute,  de- 
pute and  appoint  the  said  William  Tooke 
to  be  his  lawful  deputy,  to  execute  the 
said  office  of  bailiff,  in  as  ample  manner 
and  form  as  he  the  said  Arthur  Morris  might 

or  coold  do  if  he  were  personally  present ', 
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and  the  said  Arthur  Morris  doth  hereby 
give  and  grant  unto  the  said  William 
Tooke  his  full  power  and  authority  to  exe- 
cute the  said  office  of  bailiff*  as  bis  deputy, 
from  time  to  time,  until  the  said  Arthur 
Morris  shall  by  writing  under  his  hand 
and  seal  revoke  alter  or  make  void  the 
power  and  authority  hereby  given ;  and  to 
appear  at  all  and  every  the  quarter  ses- 
sions of  the  peace  to  be  held  for  the  said 
city  or  liberty  and  county  of  Middlesex 
aforesaid,  and  for  him  the  said  Arthur 
Morris,  and  in  his  name,  or  in  the  Dame 
of  him  the  said  William  Tooke  as  his 
deputy,  to  attend,  do,  perform,  make  and 
execute  all  such  duties  and  services,  and 
receive  and  take  all  such  fees  and  rewards 
as  to  the  said  office  of  bailiff  shall  belong 
and  appertain;  but  nevertheless  to  and 
for  the  use  of  the  said  Arthur  Morrb: 
and  also  to  attend  all  and  every  the  courts 
leet  and  burgess  courts  to  be  held  for  the 
said  city  and  liberty  :  and  to  summon 
and  return  all  juries,  and  return  and 
execute  all  writs  process  and  precepts,  and 
to  collect  all  fines  issues  and  profits  of 
what  nature  and  kind  soever,  and  to  do 
and  perform  all  other  matters  and  things 
as  to  the  said  office  of  bailiff  shall  belong 
and  appertain,  as  fully  and  effectually  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  as  the  said  Arthur 
Morris  might  or  could  do  were  he  person- 
ally present :  and  the  said  William  Tooke 
doth  hereby  for  himself,  his  heirs  execu- 
tors and  administrators,  covenant,  promise 
and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  Arthur 
Morris,  his  executors,  administrators  and 
assigns,  that  he  the  said  William  Tooke, 
his  heirs  executors  and  administrators, 
shall  and  will,  from  time  to  time  and  at  all 
times  hereafter,  save  harmless  and  keep 
indemnified  the  said  Arthur  Morris,  his 
executors,  administrators  and  assigns^  of 
from  and  against  all  charges  damages 
and  expenses  which  he  the  said  Arthur 
Morris  shall  or  may  stistain  for  or  by 
reason  of  the  said  William  Tooke's  illegal 
or  undue  execution  of  the  said  office  of 
deputy  bailiff,  during  the  time  he  shall 
continue  in  the  said  office  :  and  also  that 
he  the  said  William  Tooke  shall  and  will 
well  and  truly  and  faithfully  account  with 
and  pay  to  the  said  Arthur  Morris,  bis 
executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  all 
such  sum  or  sums  of  money,  fees  fines  and 
rewards,  which  he  shall  receive  by  virtue  of 
these  presents,  after  deduction  of  such  salary, 
fees  recom pence  and  allowance,  as  are  or 
might  be  stipulated  between  him  the  said 
Aruiur  Morris  and  the  said  William  Tooke. 
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Id  witoen  whereof  the  said  Arthur  Morris 
suid  Willtatn  Tooke  haTe  to  tbe^  presents 
set  their  hands  and  seals,  and  the  said  dean 
•n4  chapter  their  common  seal  hare 
caused  to  be  affixed  the  day  and  year  first 
above  written. — Arthur  (l.  s.)  Morris.— 
William  (seal)  Vincent,  Dean.— William 
(l.  s.)  Tooke.— &aled  and  delivered  in 
the  presence  of  George  Giles  Vincent, 

Let  this  deed  be  inrolled  among  the 
Memoranda  of  \he  Exchequer,  that  it 
may  appear  upon  record  that  the 
above -named  William  Tooke  is  De- 
puty Bailiff  of  the  City  and  Liberty 
above  mentioned.     Dated  this  nine- 

^  teenth  day  of  November  1 800. 

A.  Thompson. 

InroUed  among  the  Memoranda  of  the 
Exchequer  (to  wit)  in  the  Lord  Trea- 
surer's Remembrancer's  Office,  among 
the  common  business  of  Michaelmas 
Term,  in  the  forty-seyenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  King  George  the  tliird. 

J.  SSXTON. 

Appendix,  No.  IIL 

StaUmenU  qf  Eleciion  Losses  by  the  High 

Bmiim^.—Westminiter  Election,  Nop.  1800. 

Copt  of  the  High  Bailiff's  Account,  as 
delivered  to  each  of  the  Candidates. 

Six  Under  Bailiffs,  to  attend     £. 

proclamation  of  Election... 
Their  horse-hire,  at  lOs.  Od. 

each ••4... 

Deputy  Bailiff*  and  servants 

horse-hire 

High  Constable's  attendance 

and  do 

Cryer,  for  proclamaiion  and 

horse- hi  re.... 

Twenty-four  Poll  Clerks,  at 

2U.  and  5s.  each 4^1 

Twenty   Staffmen,  at  7s.  t}d, 

and  Us.  6d,  each 150 

Cryer's  attendance,  2\s,  and 

5s 

Summoning  Officer*8  fee 

Stationary,  trunk,  coach-hire, 

and  sundries 

Table  for  the   High  Bailiff; 

Deputy,  &c 125 

Two  Comminsioners,  for  ad- 
ministering   the  oaths  of 
,  allegiance,  &c.  at  21s.  and 

High    Bailiff  and   Deputy's 
coach- hire,     sundry 
penses,  &c.....,,,,«,.«( 
(VOL.  XX.) 


6     6 


d. 
0 


S     3     0 


1   II     % 
5  15     6 


0    0 


0    O 


19  10 
0    0 


0 
0 


27  19     3 


O    0 


39     0    0 


3     3    0 


508     5     5 


14  18     6 


4 
O 


Staffii  for  Bailiff  and  officers, 
and  bill  for  erecting  hust- 
ings, &c *..• 

Surveyor's  fees  for  valuing 
same 

Bond  oCindemniiy  to  church- 
wardens of  St.  Paul's  Co- 
vent  Garden,  and  inciden- 
tal damages 36  19 

Paid  church  servants  of  ditto        3     3 

Paid  fees  to  Mr.  Serjeant 
Runnington  and  cleric  ad- 
vising, on  scrutiny,  de- 
manded by  Mr.  Paull......       12 

Paid  Stationer's  charge  for  in- 
grossing,  and  stamps  for  re- 
turn and  counterpart 12  12    Q 

Special  messenger,  at  10s.  ^d. 
per  day • 7 

Pointer's  bill,  for  tickeU,  &c.      13 


i    0 


17 
5 


6 
O 


6 
3 


6 
3 


O 
O 


I  II   a 

5  15    a 


468    o    a 


180     0    O 


.£.1,465     O    O 

High  Qailifp's  Accoont  op  Disauasa- 
MBNTS. — Westminster  Election,   7th   l» 

QSdMt^ncn. 

Six  under  Bailifii,  to  attend 
proclamation  of  election... 

Their  herse-bire,  at  lOs.  Od. 

Deputy  Bailiff  and  servants 
horse-hire 

High  Constable's  attendance 
and  ditto 

Cryer,  for  proclamation  and 
horse-hire  ...•••• 

Twenty- four  poll  clerks,  at 
2I«.  and  5$,  each ,. 

Twenty-four  staff-men,  at  7s. 
6d,  and  2s.  6d.  each. •»••.••• 

Cryer's  attendance,  21s.  and 
5s. 

Summoning  officer's  fee ......        6 

Stationary,    stamps,     trunk, 

coach-hire  and  sundries. ••       35  10    2 

Table  for  the  High  Bailiff, 
deputy,  &c • 120 

Two  Commissioners  for  admi- 
nistering the  Oaths  of  Alle- 
giance, &c.  at  21s.  and  Ssi 
each 

High  Bailiff's  and  deputy's 
coach -hire,  sundry  ex- 
penses,   8CC ^m 

Bill  for  erecting  hustings, 
and  Surveyor's  fee  for  va- 
luing the  same ..••»••«•     553  10  10 

Bond  of  indemnity  to  church- 
wardens of  St.  Paul  Covent 
Garden,  and  incidental 
(f  J^^ppendix. 


19  10 
6 


O 

o 


o  o 


39    0    0 


3    3    0 
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damages  ••• ....•• ,    40    0  0 

Paid  church  serrantl  of  ditto  9  9  0 
Special  meKeDger^  at  l6t,  6d, 

per  day 7  17  6 

PriBter'ft  billt  for  tickets,  &c.    ,  li    S  6 


Jl^poit  M  the  tfieesf 


[bcnW 


Mr.  Pauli,  who  declined  early 
in  the  poll,  his  proportion 


1,507    0    0 


has  beef  compoledatMf/  ^^00    O    O 


One  fonrth   ofN 
IfiOlL      fori 


£.  1,307     O     O 


each  remain- >32§  15    0 
ing  candidate  i 


to  pay  b  ...^ 


£.      9.    d. 

I«i65    O    O 


£.    9.    d. 


Statbmemt  of  Lo$8  incurred  by  (he  High  Bailiff  of  Westminster,  by  reason  of 
holding  the  Election  of  Members  to  serre  in  Parliameat,  in  November  ISOO  and 
May  1807. 

NovembeiCt  1806. 
Amount  of  High  Bailiff's  account r.. 

Three  Candidates,  vis. 

Sir  S.  Hood,  who  paid  in  foil  for  his  one- 
third   thereof. * 488     6     I 

Right  hon.  R.  B.  Sheridan,  who  paid  on  ac- 
count  ..A^,..*. ..•.,.• • •...  300    O    0 

James  PaulJ,  esq.  who  paid  into  court  upon 

action    brought..,.. ;...••  170    0    0 


Total  loss  upon  this  election...*. 

May,  1807- 
Amount  of  High  Bailiff's  account..... •. 

Five  Candidates,  vis. 
Lord  Cochrane,  who  paid  in  full  for  his  pro- 

porUon  320  15 

John  Elliott^  esa.  who  paid  on  account......  300    0 

Amount  of  verdict  obtained  in  the  court  of 

King's  Bench  against  sir  Francis  Burdett, 

baronet  ,••• .^ 117    8 

Right  hon.  R.  B.  Sheridan 

James  Paull,  esq.  who  refused  to  pay,  and 

soon  after  died  insolvent 


958    6    8 


1,507     0    0 


506  13     4 


0 
P 


Total  loss  upon  this  olectioo. 


7ii    8    2 


709  10  10 


Appendix,  No.  IV. 

Fcrm  <^  Candidatt$*  UnderUikmg  to  pa^  Ex^ 
paices  qf  Election,  (1807.) 

To  ARTHua  Moaais,  Esq,  High  Bailiff  of 
the  City  and  Liberty  of  Westminster. 

We  who89^  names  are  hereunto  sub* 
Icribed,  candidates  to  serve  in  parliament 
at  the  election  for  the  city  and  liberty  of 
Westminster,  do  hereby  authorise  and  de- 
sire the  said  High  Bailiff  or  his  deputy  to 
find  And  provide  sufficient  clerks,  porters, 
&c.  and  also  to  find  and  provide  a  table 
for  the  High  Bailiff,  his  deputy  and  of- 
ficers: and  to  take  every  necessary  step 
for  the  conducting  and  ordering  the  said 
•l^ctioKb  until  two  candidatoa  shall  be  re- 


ToUlloss <£l,209  10    2 

tamed  by  a  majority  of  electors  of  tha 
said  city  and  liberty ;  and  we  do  hereby 
promise  and  agree  to  pay  to  the  said  High 
Bailiff  or  his  said  deputy  all  expenses  of 
the  said  election.  Witness  our  hands,  this 
0th  day  of  May  1 807.      CocnaAMB. 

R.  B.  SHEaiDAN. 

Signed  by  the  Lord  Cochrane,  in  the 
presence  of  J.  Wkatislaw. 

Appendix,  Na.  V. 
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Form  qf  Noiiee  from  Candidmitf  io  W^^ 
Bmi^tfir  him  ioJimimtdpr<imde  l#ttsi« 
ings  (1770);  with  Copiti  <f  ike  High 
BaiUjgrt  Expences  at  Ei€Ctum9^  m  1780^ 
1784»l788|«iMil790» 


Inx?] 


ir«ft  BtOHTif  WumAMttt. 


Junil,  nil.       [Ixnvi 


To  Thomas  Cobbbtt*  Esq.  High  Bailiff 
of  the  City  ancf  Liberty  of  Westminster^ 
or  Mr.  Francis  Grojan  his  Deputy, 

We  whose  names  are  hereto  iufiscribed, 
eandidates  to  senre  in  parliament  at  the 
next  general  election  for  the  city  and  li- 
berty of  Westminster^  do  hereby  autho- 
rize and  desire  the  said  High  Bailiff  or  bis 
deputy  to  find  and  provide  sufficient  hust- 
ings to  take  the  poll  thereoRi  and  to  find 
and  provide  twenty-four  .clorksy  twenty 
porters^    &c. ;     and    also    to    find    and 

Crovide  a  taUe  for  the  Hich  Bailiff 
is  deputy  and  ofiicers;  and  to  take 
every  other  necessary  step  for  the  con* 
ductmg  and  ordering  the  said  election, 
until  of  the  said  candidates  shall  be 

returned  by  a  majority  of  electors  of  the 
iaid  city  and  liberty :  the  expenses  of 
which  flection  we  jointly  agree  to  pay 
to  the  s^id  High  Bailiff  or  his  deputy, 
deled  this  day  of  December  1776. 

m 

HiOB  Bailiff's  Account.^— ^IFeiAniNfftfr 
Eieetion,  Septembtr  1780. 

Six  buliffs  to  attend  the  pro«^       JS.  t.  A 

clamation  of  election  0    0    0 

Their  horse*hire  1   10    0 

Deputy   bailiff  and  sfrvanta- 

iMrse-hire,  &c • 0  lO    0 

Cryer,  for  proclamation  .•••••      S    5    0 

Hia  horse-hire 0    5    6 

Carpenter's  bill  for  the  hust- 
ings    128  10    0 

Twenty-four  clerks,  10  days, 

at   ll.  U.   each   per  day, 

and  3i.  Od.  each  per  day 

for  their  dinnera  294    O    0 

Twenty*four  clerks,  5  dqfs, 

at  I2i.  Sd  per  dayeach  •••  7S  10  0 
Twenty  bailiffi  to  attend  the 

election,  1 2  days  at  7s.  each 

per  day 84    0    0 

Twenty  (ailiffii,  3  days,  at  4s. 

each  per  day    ...» •     12    0    0 

Staves  for  the  bailifis  and  of- 

ftcets 15    0 

Cryer  attendii^  the  electioit 

15  days 15  15    0 

Summoning  officer's  fee 6    0    0 

SttBUDoning  officer  aiten<^ing 

the  election  ...^ S  15    0 

Stationary 21    O    0 

A  trunk  for  the  books  end 

pepers 0  10    0 

Table  for  the  high  bailiff;  de- 

pntjend  officers*  15  days  IM  0  O 
Clerk  to  fill  op  the  retam^aad 


write  entries  thereof  in  the 

poll  books 110 

High  Bailiff  and  Deputy's 
coach-hire  and  sundry  ex- 
penses          6  10    O 


(Settled.) 


791   12    ^ 


One  third  is £.  26S  17     6 


Deputy  Bailiff's  attendance  when  lord 
Lincoln's  check  books  were  compared 
with  the  original  pOll  books,  by  which 
the  expence  of  a  copy  of  the  poll  was 
saved.     lO/.  lOs.  Od.     Received. 

The  Account  of  Francis  Grojan,  Deputy 
Bailiff  of  Westminster,  of  the  Expei 
of  the  Election  in  1764. 


Six  under  bailifis,  to  attend 
the  proclamation  of  election 

Their  horse-hire 

Deputy  bailiff  and  servants 
horse-hire,  &c 

Cry er,  for  proclamation 

His  horse-hire  

Twenty  four  clerks,  12  days, 
at  I/.  Is.  each  per  day,  and 
3s.  6d.  each  per  day  for  their 
dinners 

Twenty-four  clerks,  28  days, 
at  12s*  Sd,  per  day  each  ... 

Twenty  staff-man  to  attend 
the  election,  12  days  at  7i. 
each  per  day 

Twenty  suff-raen,  28  days,  at 
4f.  each  per  day 

Staves  for  the  men .••. 

Carpenters  bilt  for  the  hustings 

Cryer  attending  the  election, 
40  days • 

Summoning  officer's  fee 

Summoning  officer  attending 
the  election  

Stationary 

A  trunk  for  the  books  and 
papers  •« 

Table  for  the  high  bailiff,,  de- 
puty and  officers 

High  Bailiff  and  Deputy's 
coach-hire,  and  sundry  ex- 
penses •• • 


£. 

6 

1 

s. 

,0 
10 

0 
0 

0 
5 
0 

16 
5 
5 

0 
0 

0 

352 

10 

0 

411 

12 

o 

84 

0 

Q 

112 

2 

221 

0 
10 
14 

0 
0 
0 

42 

6 

0 
0 

0 
0 

to 

30 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 

10 

e 

142 

0- 

0 

20     0     0 


One-third  to  each 
Candidate  is...,i 


1,448  19    0 


jf.482  19    8 
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The  Account  of  Francis  Grojan,  Deputy 
Bailiff  of  Westminster,  of  the  expense 
of  the  Election  in  1788. 

Candidates 
The  Right  hon.  Lord  Hood, 
The  Right  hon.  Lord  John  Tbwnshend. 

Six   under  bailiffs,  to  attend     J£,  s.  d, 

the  proclamation  of  election      6     0    0 

Their  horse-hire  1   10    0 

Their  dinner 1     O    0 

Deputy  bailiff  and   servant's 

horse-hire • 0  12    0 

Cryer,  tor  proclamation    5     5     0 

His  horse-hire 0     5     0 

Twenty- four  clerks,  12  days, 

at  ii.  U.  each  per  day,  and 

Ss.  6d,  each   per   day  fur 

their  dinner 552  10    0 

Twenty 'four  clerks,  5  days,  at 

12«.  $d.  per  day  each 44 

A  clerk  to  attend  the  returning 

officer  15  (Jays, at  I/.  Is.  per 

day,  and  3^.  Od,  hie  dinner 
Tweaiy  statf-men  to  attend  the 

election  15  days,  at  7s.  each 

per  day 105     0    0 

Staves  for  the  men 2  10    0 

The  Cafpenier's  bill  for  the 

hustings i....  375     8     0 

Cryer  attending  the  election 

15  days 15  15     0 

Summonmg  officer's  fee......    ^600 

Stationary 25     0    0 

The   returning  officer's  table     60    O    0 
Deputy   Bailiff's    coach->hire 

and  sundry  expenses 8 


2    0 


1«    7     6 


0    6 


1,025  11     0 
A  moiety  to  each  Candidate  «f  .5 12  15    5 

Election,  June  1790. 
June  12.   Received  of  Lord 

Hood  by  Mr.  Jackson 200    0    0 

Received  of  Mr.  Fox 

by  Mr.  Lowten 200    0    0 

15.     Received  of    Mr. 

Home    Tooke  400    0    0 

22f.     Received    of   Lord 

Hood  by  Mr.  Jackson 200    0    O 

Aug.  1 3.  Received  of  Mr.  Fox 

by  Mr.  Lowten 139  17     0 

^.1,139  17     0 
KeceWe4  of  Lord  Hood  for 

retu9i«*«**t**«**««««H. 70    0    0 

JC.  1,209   17     0 

SSSSSSmSiSSSSk 


Gave  Mr.Caddick's  man 

Mr.  Tapp  the  High  ConsU- 
ble's  horse-hire. ••.. ....• 

Mr.  Gray 

Stationary  ..• • 

Coach-hire 

Riders  .••.. 

r  19  clerks  279     6  0 
J  Nelson...    18 
jDcvey...      8 
(Thelwall    11    12 

Staffmen 

Mr.  Clarke  for  building  the 
hustings 

Cryer  for  proclamation • 

Francis  as  cryer ^ 

Ditto  at  summoning  officer... 

Mr.  Richard  Sadler 

Servant's  horse-hire 

Rider's  dinners.. 


[IXXXTUt 

0 

1 

o 

0 

10 

0 

2 

2 

O 

US 

11 

O 

2 

4 

a 

3 

0 

o 

Clerks 


317  14     3 


105     O     O 


256    O 

5  5 
15  15 

6  O 
0  10 

0  5 

1  3 


O 
O 
O 
O 
6 
O 
9 


'£.  728     2     8 


Paid  the  balance  to  Mr.  Home 

Tooke 124  18     O 

Paid  the  balance  to  lord  Hpod  119  13     O 

Wands ., 

Stamps  for  receipts 0    2    0 

Mr.  Corbett  for  return  of  lord 

Hood 50    O    O 

Ditto  Mr. 

Fox  50    O    0 

State  of  the  Deputy  B.iilift's  account 
with  John  Home  Tooke,  esq.  West- 
minster Election— 1790. 

The  Accpunt  of  Francis  Grojan*  Deputy 
Bailiff  of  Westminster;  with  John 
Home  Tooke,  esq. 

June  15,  1790. 
Received  of  John  Home  Tooke, 

esq •'..•• 

To   one- third    of    809/.    111.  sssss^^ssss 

being  the  amount  of  the  ex- 

pences  of  the  Election  ;  at 

per  account •  269  17    0 

To  a  copy  of  the  firdS  six  days 

poll,  for  Mr.  Bonny >  soU« 

citor  for  Mr.  Tooke 5     5    0 

Due  to  Balance 124  18    0 


400    0    O 


^.400    0    0 


''  Received  August  I8th  1790,  of  Fran- 
cis Grojan,  Deputy  Bailiff  of  Westmiiister, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty* four 
p'^unds  eighteen  shillings;  being  i he  ba- 
lance of  the  accuunt  annexed. 

(Signed)     John  Hobns  Tookc'^ 

JE.  124  18    0 
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FiMT  RfiPORT  tROM  THB  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LaWS  HELATING  TO   PeNN 

TENTiARV  Houses. — Ordtredy  by  Hie  House  of  Cotnmohi,  to  be  printed^ 
3lst  Mai/ylSW. 


The  COMMITTEE  appdtnted  to  consider 
of  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  Peni- 

TBNTIAKY      HoUSE,     OF      PENITENTIARY 

Houses,  under  -the  Acts  of  the  thirty- 
fourth  and  ninetf^enih  of  bis  present 
'  Majesty ;  and,  in  case  the  adoption  of 
the  measure  now  referred  to  their  con* 
tide  ration,  should  appear  to  them  to  be 
for  the  advantage  of  the  Public,  to  re- 
port whether  any  additional  legislative 
provisions  will  be  wanted  for  that  pur* 
pose ;  and  what  number^f  persons  such 
Penitentiary  House,  or  Penitentiary 
Houses,  should,  in  their  judgment,  be 
calculated  to^receive,  together  with  any 
observations^  which  they  may  deem 
material  v^pon  the  subject  of  their  En- 
quiry ;^-and  who  were  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  effects,  which  have 
been  produced  by  the  punishment  of 
TaANsroKTATioN  to  New  South  Wales, 
and  oT  Imphisonment  on  boarcf  the 
Hulks;— and  were  empowered  to  re- 
port  their  observations  and  opinion 
thereupon  from  time  to  time  to  the 
House  ;— -Have  considered  the  matters 
to  them  referred,  and  agreed  upon  the 
following  REPORT : 

Your  Committee'  having  considered  the 
subject  refer  Bed  to  them,  and  the  evidence 
which  they  have  received  thereupon,  are 
of  opinion.  That  the  system  of  Petiten- 
tiary  Imprisonment,  upon  the  general 
principles  of  the  19lh  Geo.  3,  cap.  74,  is 
calculated  to  reform  oflTenders,  and  ought 
so  be  pursued;  but  that  it  is  not  expedient 
to  erect,  for  that  purpose,  a  Penitentiary 
House,  or  Penitentiary  Houses,  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  as  proposed  in  the  Act 
above-mentioned  (which  is  now  expired, 
as  far  as  it  refaled  to  Penitentialry  Houses) 
and  iii  the  54th  of  his  present  Majesty  ; 
it  appearing  to  your  Committee  to  be 
more  advisable,  that  a  separate  Peniten- 
tiary house  or  Penitentiary  houses  should 
be  erected,  in  the  fim  instance,  for  the 
counties  of  London  and  Middlesex;  and 
thai  measures  should  be  taken  for  carry- 
ing on  the  Penitentiafy  system,  as  soon 
as  may  be  practicable,  in  different  parts 
of  the  country. 

More  than  thirty  yekrs  having  elapsed 
■iBce  Mie  paaabg  the  Act  of  the  19th  Geo. 


I  3,  cap.  74,  by  which  the  experiment  of 
Penitentiary  houses  received  the  sanction 
of  the  legislature,  your  Committee  thought 
it  necessary  to  enquire  in  the  first  instance, 
whether  any  proceedings  had  taken  place 
under  that  statute,  or  under  subsequent 
acu  of  parliament  founded  on  the  princi- 
ples there  laid  down,  from  which  informa- 
tion could  be  derived,  either  in  respect  to 
the  efficacy  of  the  Penitentiary  system,  of 
as  to  the  most  advantageous  mode  of  carry* 
ing  it  into  effect. 

Your  Committee  find,  that  in  the  Peni- 
tentiary houae  erected  at  Gloucester,  under 
a  special  act  passed  for  the  regulation  of 
the  gaols  and  prisons  within  that  county, 
in  the  year  1783,  the  confinement  of  con- 
victed felons  in  separate  cells,  accom- 
panied by  employment  and  religious  in- 
struction, has  been  practised  for  a  period 
of  20  years,   (the   house    having    been 


opened  tor  the  reception  of  offenders  in 
1791);  and  they  have  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  learning  from  the  testimony  of  sir 
George  Paul  (whose  meritorious  exertions 
in  correcting  and  improving  the  state  of 
imprisonment  in  the  county  of  Gloucester 
are  well  known,  and  who  has  constantly 
directed  his  attention  to  the  operation  of 
the  Act  medtioned  above,  since  it  first 
passed)  that  the  effe^^ts  of  such  confine- 
ment have  been  such  as  to  confirm  by  ex- 
perience the  policy  of  the  system,  which 
the  19th  Geo.  3  was  intended  to  introduce. 

The  advantage  of  this  system  has  been 
further  shewn  to  your  Committee  by  the 
evidence  of  the  Rev.  John  Becher,  a  very 
active  and  intelligent  magistrate  for  the 
county  of  Nottioghain,  under  whose  in- 
spection, employment  accompanied  by 
religious  instruction,  bift  with  a  less  strict 
degree  of  seclusion  than  that  pursued  at 
Gloucester,  has  been  introduced  with  very 
great  success,  into  the  House  of  Correction 
at  Southwell ;  to  which,  as  well  as  to  the 
Gloucester  Penitentiary  house,  your  Com- 
mittee will  have  occasion  more  particu- 
larly to  advert  in  the  further  progress  of 
this  Report. 

Your  Committee  are  satisfied,  by  these 
instances,  that  many  offenders  may  be 
reclaimed  by  a  system  of  Penitentiary 
imprisonment;  by  which  your  Com- 
mittee mean  a  syttem  of  imprisonment 
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not  confiaed  to  the  safe  custody  of  the 
person,  bat  extending  to  the  reforma- 
tion  and  improTement  of  the  mindi  and 
operating  by  seclusion,  employment^jind 
Teligious  instruction. 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  having,  on  the  17th  of  No- 
'  vember  last,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  lord 
lieutenanbi  of  the  counties  in  England  and 
Wales,  requesting  to  be  informed,  what 
steps  had  been  taken  under  the  clause  of 
the  }\)ih  Geo.  3,  which  directed  the 
county  magistrates  to  provide  fit  places 
of  confinement  for  the  oflenders  therein 
sieutioned,  until  the  Penitentiary  house 
or  houses  for  England  and  Wales  should 
be  erected;  and  whether,  in  the  event  of 
the  erection  of  such  houses  being  delayed 
for  some  time  longer,  any  house  of  correc- 
tion or  other  place  within  their  respective 
counties^  could  in  their  opinion  and  that 
of  the  magisurates  of  the  4:ounty,  be  ad- 
Taatageously  used  for  the  purpose  of  a 
Penitentiary  House ;  the  answers  to  that 
letter  were  laid  before  your  Committee ; 
from  which  answers  it  appears,  that  the 
principles  laid  down  in  the  19tb  Geo.  3$ 
respecting  Penitentiary  houses,  are  now 
imperfectly  pursued  in  the  gaols  and 
bouses  of  correction  of  several  counties, 
under  the  authority  of  the  general  acts 
which  have  been  since  passed,  relative  to 
the  employment  and  treatment  of  criminal 
prisoners;  that  in  many  of  the  other 
counties  there  are  gaols  and  places  of  con- 
finement capable  of  being  used  as  Penw 
tefltiary  houses ;  and  that  in  some  couu'^ 
ties,  gaols  are  now  building,  paru  of  which 
aaay  without  inconvenience  be  appropri- 
ated to  that  purpose. 

It  further  appears  to  your  Committee, 
from  the  observations  contained  in  the 
letters  alluded  to,  and  from  ^he  witnesses 
which  they  have  examined,  that  strong 
objections  exist  to  the  erection  of  the  pro- 
posed  Penitentiary  houses  for  England  and 
Wales,  founded  partly  on  the  great  ex* 
pence  of  removing  persons  sentenced  to 
temporary  confinement  from  one  ex- 
tremity of  the  kingdom  to  the  other,  and 
partly  upon  the  various  inconveniences 
which  would  arise  from  discharging,  in 
the  neighbourhood  'of  the  metropolis,  at 
the  end  of  their  imprisonment,  olEfenders 
received  from  distant  parts  of  the  coun* 
try ;  but  above  all,  on  the  joadeouacy  of 
the  measure  to  afibrd  any  material  advan- 
tage to  the  country  at  large,  or  to  super- 
lede  the  necessity  of  local  places  of 
peailentiary  oonfinement.    Upon  the  last 


ground  of  objection,  all  the  magistrates, 
whose  sentiments  have  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  your  Committee,  seem  to  think 
that  very  little  benefit  could  be  conferred 
upon  their  respective  counties  by  the  re- 
ception into  penitentiary  •  houses  of  the 
small  number  of  convicts  allowed  by  the 
19th  Geo.  3,  to  be  sent  thither  from  each 
circuit;  which  number  cannot  be  mate- 
riairy  incr^sed,  without  extending  the 
proposed  establishment  to  a  magnittxie, 
that  would  far  exceed  the  limits  hitherto 
in  the  contemplation  of  the  legislature, 
and  would,  in  the  judgment  of  your  Com- 
mittee, be  highly  incoifvenient  and  objec* 
tionable. 

The  whole  number  to  b^  provided  for  in 
the  Penitentiary  House,  under  iht  19th 
Geo.  3,  was  fixed  at  aoO  males  and  S60 
females.  And  the  numbers  which  might 
be  sent  from  the  different  courts  and  cir- 
cuits, under  the  25th  clause  of  the  act, 
were  as  follows:  from  each  of  the  four 
Welsh  circuits,  two;  from  any  one  session 
of  over  and  terminer  and  gSMl  delivery  to 
be  nolden  for  the  city  of  London,  four; 
from  any  such  session  for  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  nine ;  from  each  northern  cir- 
cuit, eight;  from  each  of  the  Midland  and 
Norfolk  circuits,  ten;  from  each  of  the 
Oxford  and  western  circuits,  twelve ;  and 
from  each  home  circuit,  sixteen.  No 
direction  was  given  in  respect  to  the 
proportion  of  males  and  females  to 
be  sent  from  the  different  circuits  and 
courts,  under  this  clause;  and  the  34th 
Geo.  3,  does  not  contain  any  provisioa 
upon  these  points. 

The  counties  of  London  and  Middlesex 
in  particular  have  been  brought  to  the 
notice  of  your  Committee,  as  requiring  for 
their  use  a  distinct  establishment,  capable 
of  containing  as  many  female  convicts  as 
were  to  be  received  into  the  Penitentiary 
House  for  England  and  Wales,  under  the 
19th  Geo.  3,  and  as  many  males  as  may 
consistently  with  prudence  and  conveni- 
ence be  placed  together.  , 

The  prisoners  confined  in  the  gaol  of 
Newgate  are  of  course  of  very  different 
descriptions,  consulting  of  persons  com- 
mitted to  take  their  trial  for  various  of- 
fences,— from  the  charge^  of  a  misde- 
meanor, to  that  of  the  most  atrocious 
crime  which  can  be  perpetrated-— of  con- 
victs sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  differ- 
ent terms,  in  proportion  to  the  guilt  of  the 
several  offences  (felonies  or  misdemeanon) 
proved  against  them — of  fetoos  transport- 
able (either  under  their  original  fnttttce. 
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or  as  having  been  pardoned  upon  that  con- 
dition) who  most  remain  in  the  county 
gaol  tin  til  they  can  be  otherwise  disposed 
of  by  government— «nd  lastly,  of  con? icts 
nnder  sentence  of  death.  Some  judgment 
may  be  formed  of  the  proportion  which 
these  different  classes  bear  to  each  other^ 
iVom  Mr.  Newman's  evidence  in  the  Ap* 
pendiz  to  this  Report,  showing  the  number 
in  each  class  on  the  25th  March  1811. 
The  persons  committed  for  trial  become 
very  numerous  a  short  time  preTioos  to 
the  sessions,  many  being  transferred  to 
Newgate  from  other  prisons  at  that  time. 

Most  of  the  transportable  male  convict^ 
are  removed  to  the  hulks  within  a  few 
months  after  their  confiction;  but  in- 
stances occur,  in  which,  beiog  unfit  for 
transportation  on  account  of  age  or  infir- 
mity, they  remain  in  the  gaol  during  the 

'  whole  of  the  term  for  which  they  were 
sentenced  to  be  transported;  and  the 
women  must  continue  there  in  all  cases 
until  they  can  be  sent  abroad,  there  being 
no  other  place  of  confinement  to  which 

«they  can  be  removed  previous  to  their 
being  ordered  for  transportation. 

The  persons  in  confinement,  with  the 
exception  of  such  as  are  condemned  to 
death,  and  have  not  been  irespited,  who 
are  kept  by  ihemselves,  and  of  SO  or  4() 
individuals  (chiefly  committed  for  misde- 
meanors) who  occupy  what  is  called  the 
state  side  of  the  gaol,  are  all  distributed 
into  four  divisions  of  the  prison  or  yards, 
each  communicating  with  several  wards 
or  rooms  in  which  the  prisoners  are  locked 
op  at  night,  passing  the  day  either  in  the 

^  wards  or  in  the  yard,  at  their  pleasure. 
Of  these  yards  or  divisions,  three  are  al- 
lotted to  the  males,  and  one  to  the  females. 
Two  of  the  yards  appropriated  to  the 
males,  are  called  the  felon's  side,  and  the 
other  is  styled  the  master's  side.  The  in- 
dulgence of  being  confined  on  the  master's 
»id^,  can  only  be  procured  by  paying  an 
entrance  fee  of  13s.  6d,  and  a  weekly  sum 
of  2f.  6^.  to  the  keeper;  but  prisoners  of 
ail  descriptions,  except  those  under  sen- 
tence of  death,  and  not  respited,  may 
purchase  the  privilege  of  admission  upon 
these  terms.  It  is  made  a  condition  of 
tbeir  continuance  there,  that  they  should 
behave  well ;  and  in  case  of  misbehaviour, 
the  keeper  removes  them  to  the  felons' 
•tde.  The  benefit  derived  to  the  prisoner 
from  this  prifilege,  only  consists  in  the 
vse  of  a  bed^  which  is  found  fi)r  him  by 
the  keeper,  and  in  the  advantage  of  being 
separated  from  the  society  of  his  more  in- 
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digent  fellow  prisoners,  and  placed  among 
persons  of  sufficient  ability  to  make  the 
paypienta  which  have  been  mentioned; 
for  he  is  not  entitled  to  be  treated  in  a  dif* 
ferent  mfanner  from  those  on  the  felona* 
side.  The  adfantage  of  this  separation  ia 
less  perfectly  enjoyed  by  the  females  con* 
fined  on  the  master's  side;  as  in  the  pari 
of  the  gaol  allotted  to  the  women,  tlie 
master's  side  and  felons'  side  ha?e  a  com* 
o^on  staircase,  and  commanicate  with  the 
same  yard,  comisiing  of  two  small  slipa  of 
ground,  to  which  all  the  females  resort  for 
air  and  exercise  indiscriminately. 

In  the  distribution  of  the  prisoners  into . 
the  four  }^ards  or  divisions  of  the  prison 
above  described,  no  distinction  is  made 
with  reference  to  the  causes  or  nature  of 
their  respective  commitments;  nor  doea 
it  appear,  that  nnder  the  present  drcum« 
stances  of  the  gaol^  any  plan  of  separation 
founded  upon  such  distinctions  could  con* 
veniently  be  carried  into  efiect. 

The  practice  of  allowing  prisonera  to 
communicate  freely  with  their  friends^ 
which  most  of  necessity  prevail  to  a  con* 
siderable  degree  in  the  case  of  those  who^ 
are  committed  for  trial,  is  in  this  prison 
extended  alike  to  offenders  of  every  de» 
scription.  The  fiiends  of  the  male  pri« 
soners  are  admitted  into  their  yards  for 
this  purpose;  those  of  the  females  com« 
municate  with  them  in  general  through  a 
railing  at  one  end  of  the  yard.  The  fro* 
qoency  of  this  intercourse  between  the 
persons  confined  and  those  who  visit  them, 
is  much  encreased,  by  their  being  in  the 
constant  habit  of  receiving,  through  their 
friends,  supplies  of  provisions  and  other 
necessaries,  without  which  the  prison  al- 
lowances would  scarcely  be  sufficient  for 
their  support.  But  the  firee  admission  of 
visitors  into  the  part  of  the  gaol  appro* 
priated  to  the  confinement  of  the  malet^ 
is  stated  to  make  the  use  of  fetters  neces* 
sary ;  lest,  fbr  want  of  this  distinction,  the 
prisoners  should  make  their  escape,  by. 
passing  out' unobserved  among  the  persons 
who  have  been  admitted  to  see  them. 
The  same  circumstance  adds  also  nateri* 
ally  to  the  difficolty  of  preventing  the  in* 
trodnction  of  spirituous  liquors  into  the 
prison.  Great  pains  itt  taken  to  enforce 
the  prohibition  contained  in  the  24  Geo. 
2,  cap.  40,  upon  that  head  ;  the  chases  of 
the  act  which  relate  to  that  subject,  are 
hung  up  in  B  cdnsptcoous  part  of  the  gaol; 
and  persons  detected  in  attempting  to  con- 
vey spirita  to  the  prisoners,  in  vidation  of 
the  law,  are  always  taken  before  a  magit • 
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trate,  to  be  duly  punished:  it  appears 
nevertheless  that  such  attempts  are  often 
made«  and  that,  notwithstanding  all  the 
vigilance  which  can  be  employed  in  coun- 
teracting them,  they  are  not  unfrequently 
successful.  The  use  of  porter  in  the  prison 
'  is  freely  permitted. 

It  is  obrious  that  the  reformation  of  of- 
fenders is  not  to  be  looked  for  in  a  place 
of  coz^nement  conducted  upon  the  plan 
here  described ;  on  the  contrary,  the  con* 
tagion  of  rice  must  be  expected  to  render 
still  more  vicious  a  very  large  majority  of 
those,  who  come  within  the  prison  walls. 
Mr.  Newman,  the  keeper  of  the  gaol, 
whom  your  Committee  believe  to  be  cun- 
icientiously  attentive  to  the  duties  of  his 
office,  declares  himself  unable  to  prevent 
the  prisoners  from  swearing  or  gaming. 
He  further  states,  that  they  have  often 
been  seen  drunk;  and  that  it  has  not  un- 
frequently happened,  that  a  person  going 
to  visit  a  prisoner,  has  had  his  pocket 
picked  before  he  left  the  prison. 

Under  these  crrcumstances,  there  can  be 
but  little  to  observe  on  the  performance  of 
work  by  the  prisoners.  The  keeper  states 
himself  to  have  endeavoured  to  introduce 
a  manufacture  without  success;  though 
instances  occasionally  occur,  in  which  pri- 
/Moers  earn  something  by  employing  them- 
aelves  at  their  former  trades.  JDivine  ser- 
vice is  regularly  performed  on  Sundays  at 
the  chapel ;  but  the  building  is  nut  large 
•nough  to  accommodate  all  the  prisoners, 
and  their  attendance  there  depends  entire* 
ly  upon  their  own  pleasure. 

Your  Committee  are  strongly  impressed 
with  the  mischiefs  which  must  result  from 
thus  placing  together  ofTenders,  who  differ 
widely  from  each  otlrer  in  various  other  cir- 
cumstances, as  well  as  in  the  nature  of  their 
leveral  otifences ;  and  from  confounding 
|dl  distinction  between  persons  convicted, 
and  those  who  are  onfy  committed  for 
trial.^-It  is  highly  unadvisable,  in  the 
jodgroent  of  your  Committee,  to  expose 
young  persons  of  1 2  or  ]  3  years  of  age  to 
the .  instructions  of  those,  who  can  ini- 
tiate them  in  all  the  mysteries  of  fraud 
and  villainy ;  or  to  confine  the  offender, 
who  has  been  betrayed  in  an  unguarded 
moment  into  the  commission  of  a  first 
crime,  and  who  would  perhaps,  gladly 
make  his  peace  with  himself,  and  retrieve, 
if  it  were  in  his  power,  the  loss  of  his 
character  and  friends,  among  those,  whose 
minds  have  been  hardened  by  a  ]on|^ 
course  of  guilt  against  shame  and  remorse ; 
Md  in  wtosa  company  lucb  fe^liogt  wiH 
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be  repressed  in  others  by  ridicnle  and 
contempt.  But  your  Committee  deem  it 
still  more  objectionable,  to  introduce  into 
the  society  of  the  vilest  criminals,  peraoDt 
whose  guilt  or  innocenice  is  yet  to  be  as- 
certained ;  who,  if  they  shall  hereafter  ap« 
pear  upon  their  trials  to  have  been  unde- 
servedly suspected,  must  nevertheless  re- 
turn into  the  world  degraded  in  their  own 
estimation  as  well  as  that  of  others,  if  not 
really  contaminated,  by  the  companiont 
with  whom  they  have  been  compelled  to 
associate.  The  hardship  of  this  promis- 
cuous association  is  particularly  striking 
in  the  case  of  the  female,  prisoners,  by 
many  of  whom  confinement  among  the 
most  abandoned  of  their  sex  must  be  felt 
more  severely,  both  during  its  eontinoance 
and  in  iis  consequences,  than  the  most 
rigorous  punishment  which  the  Jaw  could 
inflict. 

The  evils  here  complained  of,  do  not 
entirely  arise  from  the  gaol  of  Newgate 
being  too  much  crowded,  but  are  in  part 
owing  to  the  defective  construction  of  the 
prison,  which  is  very  ill  calculated  for 
the  separation  of  prisoners  into  classes. 
If,  however,  the  transportable  convicts, 
and  the  few  felons  sentenced  yo  imprison- 
ment in  this  gaol,  could  be  sent  else- 
where immediately  on  conviction,  their 
absence  would  very  much  facilitate  the 
adoption  of  such  arrangements  and  re- 
gulations as  would  be  of  material  advai|t- 
age  to  the  other  prisoners.  With  a  view 
to  this,  ad  vantage,  as  well  as  in  conaidera- 
tion  of  the  good  effects  to  be  produced 
within  the  walls  of  the  penitentiary  house 
itself,  your  Committee  recommend  the 
erection  of  such  an  establishment  for 
London  and  Middlesex  without  delay. 
The  average  numbers  of  offenders  who 
have  annually  become  transportable  with- 
in these,  counties,  during  a  period  of  five 
years  ending  with  1809,  appear  by  a  re- 
turn laid  before  your  Committee  from 
the  secretary  of  state's  office,  to  be  as 
follows : 

Transportable  for  7  yeiirs 158        61 

for  14  years 6  3 

for  life 39  6 

Of  the  felons  who  receive  sentence  of  im- 
prisonment within  the  same  counties,  the 
larger  proportion,  via.  those  sentenced  in 
Middlesex,  are  already  provided  for,  be* 
ing  transferable,  as  soon  as  their  aeatence 
is  passed,  to  the  house  of  correction  for 
thav  county,  in  Cold  Bath  Fields ;  but 
such  of  them  as  are  condemned  to  that 
punishment  in  London^ lire  imprisoned  in 
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Newgale,  there  being  no  house  of  correc- 
tion in  London  to  which  they  can  be 
sent.  As,  however,  the  custody  and  main- 
tenance of  convicts  of  this  description  are 
properly  a  charge  upon  the  county  in 
which  their  oifenccs  are  coroniittcdt  and 
not  upon  the  public  at  large,  it  may  rea- 
'  sonably  be  expected  that,  if  the  transport- 
able convicts  shall  be  taken  out  of  Neivr 
gate,  the  corporation  of  London  will  make 
proper  arrangements  for  separating  the 
felons  in  their  custody  under  sentence  of 
imprisonment,  from  other  prisoners,  and 
for  providing  them  with  work.  It  is  un- 
derstood that  the  city  have  for  some  time 
had  it  in  contemplation  to  build  a  house  of 
correction,  in  which  offenders  of  this  de- 
scription would  be  confined. 

Under  these  circumstances,  your  Com- 
mittee are  of  opinion,  that  the  peniten- 
tiary house  now  proposed,  should  be  erect- 
ed on  such  a  scale  as  to  be  capable  of  re- 
ceiving all  the  females  who  shall  become 
liable  to  transportation  for  seven  years 
within  the  counties  of  London  and  Mid* 
dieses,  and  of  affording  a  temporary  ac- 
commodation to  such  as  shall  be  trans- 
portable for  1 4  years  or  term'of  life,  until 
opportunities  shall  occur  of  sending  thejn 
abroad.  The  numbers  for  which  the 
House  should  be  calculated  with  a  Yiew 
to  these  objects  may  be  estimated  at  300 
«t  least.  Your  Committee  think  it  de- 
sirable, that  the  penitentiary  house  for 
male  offenders,  whether  in  the  same  or  in 
a  separate  building,  should  be  made  large 
enough  in  the  first  instance  for  the  recep- 
tion of  a  great  proportion  of  those  tran- 
sportable for  seven  years ;  regard  being 
had  to  any  supposed  danger  that  might 
arise  to  the  metropolis  from  the  numbers 
placed  together,  to  the  ezpence  of  the  es- 
tablishment,  and  to  such  future  enlarge- 
ment of  the  building  as  may  be  found  ex- 
pedient in  the  course  of  the  further  en- 
quiries of  the  Committee. 

In  considering  the  arrangements  con- 
nected with  this  measure,  and  the  plan 
upon  which  the  management  of  such  pe- 
nitentiary house  or  houses  should  be 
placed,  your  Committee  proceeded  to  en- 
quire how  far  the  provisions  of  the  acts 
referred  to  them,  relative  to  the  peniten- 
tiary house  or  houses  therein  proposed  for 
England  and  Wales,  and  the  proceedings 
tmder  those  acts,  could  be  made  applica- 
ble to  the  present  purpose. 

It  appears  that  the  acts  alluded  to,  were 
framea  on  yery  different  views  in  regard 
tor  the  manner  in  which  the  systen  of  a 
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pcniientiary  house  sliould  be  conducted  : 
and  although  the  34rth  Geo.  3.  cap.  b4, 
did  not  in  its  terms  purport  to  be  a  re- 
peal of  the  19th  of  the  King  (the  whole 
of  which  had  been  continued  by  the  34th 
Geo.  3,  cap.  60,  to  the  year  179Q,  when 
that  part  of  it  wlych  relates  to  the  peni- 
tentiary houses  wai»  further  continued  by 
a  separate  act  to  1 802,  and  then  suffered 
to  expire)  the  two  statutes  were  totally  in- 
consistent with  each  other. 

The  19th  Geo.  3,  cap.  74,  after  enabling 
his  Majesty  to  appoint  three  supervisors, 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  ground  and 
making  contracts  for  building  two  peni- 
tentiary houses  with  the  approbation  of 
certain  persons  mentioned  in  the  act, 
vested  the  superintendeifce  of  the  houses^ 
when  built,  in  a  Committee  of  three  gen* 
tiemen,  or  other  creditable  and  substantial 
persons  to  be  nominated  by  the  King  in 
council,  who  were  to  visit  the  establish- 
ment in  person,  and  to  receive  an  allow- 
ance for  each  day's  attendance  in  the 
duties  of  their  office.  The  Committee 
were  to  make  regulations  (to  be  allowed 
and  confirmed  as  in  the  act  is  directed) 
for  the  management  of  the  houses  and  of 
the  offenders  to  be  confined  therein ;  and 
they  were  to  elect  a  governor,  matron, 
chaplain,  surgeon,  or  apothecary,  and  such 
other  officers  as  they  (with  the  like  allow- 
ance and  approbation)  should  deem  ne- 
nessary,  the  officers  when  elected  being 
also  removable  by  their  order.  The  con- 
tracts, which  the  governor  was  empowered 
to  make,  for  the  clothing,  diet,  and  all 
other  necessaries,  for  the  maintenance  ^nd 
support  of  the  offenders  confined  in  the 
house,  or  for  implements  or  materials  of 
any  kind  of  manufacture,  were  to  be  pre- 
viously approved  of  by  this  Committee; 
and  the  accounts  of  the  governor  and 
storekeeper  were  to  be  submitted  to  their 
examination,  and  verified  before  them 
upon  oath,  if  required.  It  was  also  pro« 
vided,  that  any  justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  county  where  the  House  was  situate, 
might  visit  and  inspect  every  part  of  it,  at 
all  reasonable  times,  in  order  to  make  a 
report  to  the  quarter  sessions  of  any  abuse 
or  mismanagement,  or  to  give  notice 
thereof  to  the  inspector  to  be  appointed 
for  the  vessels  and  ships  employed  for  the 
confinement  of  ofienders  under  this  act^ 
whose  office  extended  also* to  the  inipcc- 
tion  of  these  penitentiary  houses ;  bat  no 
other  persons,  except  the  officers  and  ser- 
vants of  the  house,  were  to  go  at  anytime 
into  the  prisoners'  lodging  rooms,  or  to 
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see  and  converie  with  the  prisoners;  unless 
authorised  so  to  do  by  order  of  two  of  the 
Cooimittee. — The  act  contained  various 
provisions  in  respect  to  the  treatment  and 
employment  of  the  offenders  confined ; 
among  which  are  the  fotloiVing :— It  di- 
rected, that  oflPenders,  of  sufficient  health 
and  ability,  should  be  kept  to  labour  of 
the  hardest  and  most  servile  de«criptioni 
some  kinds  of  which  were  enumerated, 
and  it  laid  down  rules  as  to  the  number  of 
hofirs  during  which  ihey  should  be  so  em- 
ployed irt  different  parts  of  the  year.  It 
enacted,  that  they  should  be  lode:ed  in 
Separate  rooms  or  cells,  of  the  size  de- 
scribed in  the  act,  during  their  hours  of 
re<«t;  and  that  tliey  should  also  be  kept 
apart  from  each  other,  during  their  hours 
of  labour,  in  cases  where  the  nature  of 
their  several  employments  would  permit; 
but  if  the  work  in  which  they  should  be 
employed^  should  be  such  as  to  require  the 
labour  of  two  or  more  at  Che  same  time, 
some  officer  or  servant  belonging  to  the 
house  was  always  to  be  present,  to  observe 
their  behaviour;  ancT  such  two  or  more 
persons  were  not  to  be  suffered  to  continue 
together,  except  during  the  hours  of  la* 
hour  and  divine  service,  and  the  timed  re- 
spectively allotted  for  their  meals  and 
airings. 

The  act  also  contained  some  directions 
respecting  the  food  and  clothing  of  the 
offenders,  which  were  to  be  ordered  in 
conformity  thereto,  in  such  manner  as  the 
Committee  should  appoint;  and  a  penalty 
was  imposed  on  persona  wilfully  supply- 
ing  them  witli  any  food,  drink,  or  clotJiing, 
other  than  such  as  should  be  so  appointed^ 
or  with  any  money. 

The  offenders  were  to  be  divided  into 
three  classes,  formed  bv  a  division  of  the 
time  for  which  each  offender  was  sentenc- 
ed to  be  confined,  into  three  equal  por- 
tions; during  the  first  of  which  he  was  to 
be  in  the  first  class;  he  was  to  advance 
snccessively  into  the  second  and  third 
classes;  and  his  confinement  was  to  be 
made  less  strict,  and  his  labour  less  severe^ 
in  each  successive  class,  according  to  re- 
gulations tp  be  framed  by  the  Committee 
under  the  act.^  On  the  final  discharge  of 
the  oflender,  be  was,  under  the  Commit- 
tee's direction,  to  be  decently  clothed,  and 
to  receive  for  his  immediate  aobsistenccj 
a  sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  three 

Sounds,  nor  less  than  twenty  shilllngi,  if 
e  had  been  for  the  space  of  one  year  in 
tbe  house;  and  so  in  proportion  for  any 
ibortar  time  of  confinement;  and  if  he 
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could  then  procure  any  respectable  per- 
son to  employ  htm,  with  the  Committee's 
approbation,  for  one  year,  he  was  to  be 
entitled,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  (o  a  far- 
ther sum  of  money,  equal  to  that  which 
had  been  allowed  to  him  on  his  dfsmtssibn 
from  tbe  bouse. 

It  was  moreover  provided  in  thift  act^ 
that  if  the  Committee  should  observe  ov 
be  informed  of  any  extraonlinary  dili- 
gence or  merit  in  any  of  the  oflendert 
under  their  inspection,  they  should  report 
the  same  to  the  judges  at  the  assizes,  who 
might  thereupon  shorten  the  confinemeDt 
of  such  offender,  in  case  he  should  be 
committed  for  a  term  of  months  or  years, 
either  on  condition  of  his  serving  in  the 
sea  or  land  forces,  if  a  male,  or  withoat 
any  condition,  at  their  discretion;  ant)  if 
the  oflender  should  be  commitietl  for  life« 
under  a  conditional  pardon,  might  report 
him  to  his  Majesty,  as  an  object  of  royal 
mercy. 

The  provisions  of  the  act  above  stated, 
comprehended  female  offenders  as  well  as 
males. 

The  34tb  Geo.  3,  cap.  84,  reeitrng  that 
certain  lands  at  Battersea  Rise  (which  are 
described  in  the  recital,  and  stated  to  con* 
tain  79  acres  and  one  rood)  had  been  fixed 
upon  by  the  supervisors  appointed  in  pur- 
suance of  the  formef  act,  and  after  being 
duly  approved  of  under  the  provisions  of 
that  act,  had  been  valnc-d  by  the  verdict 
of  a  jury  at  6,600/.  but  that  penitentiary 
houses  had  not  been  erect^,  directs  the 
lords  commissioners  of  the  treasury  to  fix 
upon  that  spot  of  ground,  or  any  other 
equally  convenient,  and  to  contract  for  tbe 
erection  of  a  penitentiary  house  or  peni- 
tentiary houses  thereupon.  They  were  to 
appoint  a  feofiee  or  feoflees  to  treat  for 
the  ground, and  accept  a  conveyance  of  it; 
and  the  usnal  powers  were  given  to  com* 
pel  a  sale  by  the  owners  of  the  spot  se- 
lected. 

The  provistons'of  the  former  act,  respect- 
ing the  appointment  of  a  Committee  for 
the  supenntendence  of  the  establishment, 
as  well  as  those  enactments  which  related 
to  the  treatment  of  the  offfeodera  to  be 
conffned  therein,  were  virtoally  supeiw 
seded,  by  the  third  clause  of  this  atatote 
enabling  his  Majesty  to  nominate  a  go- 
vernor or  governors  of  aoch  penitentiary 
house  or  houses  when  erected,  and  giving 
to  such  governor  or  govemort  the  care, 
mimagement,  superintendence,  and  con* 
trol  of  the  tame,  under  tacb  potvers,  direc* 
tfons^  limitationi,  and  reftrictiontj  tt  arc 
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contained  ia  the  24tb  Geo.  3,  cap.  96,  or 
aa  shoold  be  appointed  by  bis  Majesty 
under  the  powers  of  that  act;  which  ia  an 
act  empowering  his  Majesty  to  commit  to 
the  care  of  persons  to  be  named  overseers, 
offenders  either  under  sentence  of  death 
and  repricTed^  or  under  sentence  of  trans- 
portation,  to  be'  fed,  clothed,  and  kept  to 
nard  labour,  in  such  places  and  under  such 
directions  as  his  Majesty  shall  appoint. 
The  34th  Geo.  S,  appears  to  have  been 
brougtit  into  parliament  with  a  view  to  an 
arrangement  which  had  been  for  some 
time  ,in  contemplation,  founded  on  an  offer 
made  bv  Jeremy  Bentham,  esq.  a  gentle- 
man of  great  respectability,  to  contract 
with  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  trea- 
sury for  the  erection  of  a  penitentiary 
house,  and  the  care  and  custody  of  the 
persons  to  be  confined  therein,  upon  a 

flan  described  in  a  paper  entitled,  "  A 
roposal  for  a  new  and  less  expensive 
moae  bf  employing  and  reforming  Con- 
victs,'' a  copy  of  which  is  contained  in  the 
Appendix  to  this  Report;  and  about  a 
month  before  the  act  received  the  royal 
assent,  a  sum  of  2,0(X)/.  was  actually  ad- 
vanced to  Mr.  Bentham,  from  the  trea- 
sury, by  way  of  imprest,  to  enable  him  to 
make  such  preparation  as  might  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  custody  and  care  of  the 
convicts  proposed  to  be  confined  in  the 
penitentiary  houses  intended  to  be  erected, 
it  appears  Chat  Articles  of  Agreement 
were  accordingly  drawn  up  between  the 
lords  commissioners  of  the  treasury  and 
Mr.  Bentham;  and  the  various  sums  of 
money  to  be  received  or  paid  by  the  con- 
tractor, in  the  several  cases  that  might 
occur  under  the  contract,  were  settled  and 
inserted  in  the  draft,  a  blank  being  only 
left  for  the  description  of  the  ground ;  in 
the  selection  or  purchase  of  which,  the 
difficulties  which  nave  prevented  the  com- 
pletion of  the  arrangement  appear  to  have 
arisen. 

It  does  not  appear  foi*  what  reason  the 
site  of  the  intenaed  erection  was  changed 
from  Battersea  rise,  but  the  ground  which 
had  been  chosen  there,  and  valued  under 
the  former  act,  was  abandoned,  before  any 
contract  for  the  conveyance  of  it  had 
been  completed,  for  a  spot  in  Tothill 
Fields,  where  53  acres  of  land  were  pur- 
chased for  12,000/.  and  a  conveyance  of 
them  taken  on  the  12th  day  of  October 
1709  from  the  vendor  to  Mr.  Bentham,  as 
feoffee  nnder  the  provisions  of  the  34th 
Geo.  3. 

Mr*  Bentham,  who  is  still  in  possession 


of  this  land,  considers  himself  as  entitled 
to  have  attached  to  the  Penitentiary  House 
under  his  contract,  such  additional  quan- 
tity of  ground  as  shall  make  the  whole  of 
what  is  allotted  to  him,  amount  to  79  acres, 
that  being  the  number  which  he  found 
appropriated  to  the  intended  establish- 
ment, by  the  recital  in  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment ;  and  he  states  upon  that  head,  that 
the  portion  of  such  ground,  which  may 
exceed  the  quantity  absolutefy  necessary 
for  the  erection  of  a  Penitentiary  House, 
formed  a  part  of  the  consideration  for 
which  he  consented  to  the  terms  of  the 
original  agreement,  and  that  he  intended 
to  use  the  whole  for  the  purposes  of  the  . 
establishment,  by  employin[f  such  of  the 
convicts  as  were  fit  for  it  in  agricnlture 
and  gardening. 

Mr.  Bentham  having  appeared  to  your 
Committee  to  be  still  desirous  ^  that  the 
contract,  to  which,  though  not  actually 
signed,  be  conceives  the  public  faith  to 
be  folly  pledged,  should  be  carried  into 
efiect,  with  such  variation  in  the  sum  of 
money  to  be  paid  by  government  for  the 
maintenance  of  each  convict  as  should  bo 
deemed  equitable,  in  consideraiiuo  of  the 
advance  of  price  which  has  taken  place  • 
in  all -articles  of  consumption  since  the 
agreement  was  framed,  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  such  part  of  the  agreement  as 
relates  to  the  erection  of  the  buildings  for 
the  Penitentiary  House,  which  he  does  not 
now  find  himself  able  to  undertake;  your 
Committee  found  it  necessary  to  enter  into 
the  consideration  of  the  principles  of  the 
contract  alluded  to,  in  order  to  form  a 
judgment  on  the  expediency  of  its  adop- 
tion for  the  management  of  (he  Peniteu* 
tiary  establishment  recommended  in  this 
Report. 

Mr.  Bentham's  offer,  the  terms  of  which 
appear,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  to 
be  advantageous  to  the  public,  was  founded, 
according  to  the  statement  contained  in 
his  ur iff inal  proposal,  upon  his  having 
"  contrived  a  buildinn  in  which  any 
number  of  persons  might  be  kept  within 
the  reach  of  being  inspected,  during  every 
moment  uf  their  hveft.'' 

The  Plan  upon  which  it  was  his  inten* 
tien  to  erect  this  building,  may  be  seen  in 
a  paper  annexed  to  the  proposal,  and  en- 
titled, "  Outline  of  the  plan  of  construc- 
tion alluded  to  in  the  above  proposal ;'' 
and  models  of  a  Penitentiary  Uou^e,  aa 
therein  described,  were  exhibited  to  many 
persons  in  Mr.  Bentham's  own  house,  be* 
fore  his  propoeals  were  accepted ;  but  no 
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plan  or  Fonn  of  bailding  is  referred  to  in 
the  articles  of  agrceiDent^  and  Mr.  Ben- 
ibam  states  himself  to  be  at  liberty  under 
itj  to  place  what  number  of  convicts  or 
prisoners  he  may  think  fit,  in  tbe  same 
cell,  and  to  make  them  sleep  and  work  m 
ihe  same  apartments  ;  which  statement 
appears  to  your  Committee'  to  be  correct, 
there  being  no  restriction  or  direction  re- 
lative to  those  points  to  be  found  in  the 
articles. 

By  the  agreement,  Mr.  Bentham  Is  to 
baild,  within  one  year  after  he  shall  get 
possession  of  the  ground  mentioned  there- 
in, fit  accommodation  for  1,000  male  con- 
victs or  prisoners,  certain  sums  of  money 
being  to  be  paid  to  him  for  that  purpose 
by  instalments ;  and  he  is  afterwards  to 
make  provision  for  the  reception  of  super- 
numeraries, if  required,  upon  certain 
terms. 

The  contract  being  to  continue  during 
the  lives  of  Mr.  Bentham  and  his  brother, 
general  Samuel  Bentham,  the  building, 
and  th^  stock  and  effects  used  therewith, 
are  to  be  valued  on  the  decease  of  the  sur- 
vivor of  them,  and  a  deduction  being 
made  of  the  sum  of  money  originally  ad- 
vanced by  government,  the  remainder  of 
the  estimated  value  is  to  be  paid  to  the 
representatives  of  such  survivor. 

The  management  of  the  prisoners  is  to 
be  vested  in  Mr.  Bentham,  (or  in  any  fit 
person  or  persons  to  he  named  by  him 
from  time  to  time,  during  his  life,  to  exer- 
cise the  authority  and  receive  the  benefits 
derivable  under  the  contract)  with  the 
appointment  of  governor,  and  with  such 
powers  as  his  Majesty  is  enabled  to 
grant  under  the  24th  Geo.  3,  the  Act  to 
which  the  9^th  of  the  king  refers  upon 
that  head,  as  has  been  already  stated ;  and 
in  the  event  of  Mr.  Bentham  dying  in  the 
lifetime  of  his  brother,  general  SamCtel 
Bentham,  "  the  same  office  and  powers 
are  to  be  exercised,  and  the  benefit  thereof 
enjoyed  by  the  said^Samuel  Bentham,  or 
some  person  or  persons  to  be  named  by 
him«  during  his  natural  life.'' 

The' contractor  is  to  receive  a  certain 
allowance  for  the  care  and  maintenance 
of  each  prisoner,  and  is  to  be  annually 
paid  for  1,000  at  lea^t,  though  the  persons 
committed  to  hi:k  charge  should  not  amount 
to  that  number.  He  is  also  to  retain  for 
himself  three  fourths  of  the  profit  upon 
their  labour ;  the  remainder  being  appro- 
priated to  their  own  use,  payable  in  part 
to  them  immediately,  and  in  part  conver- 
tihle^  on  tbt  expiration  of  their  respective 


terms  of  imprisonment,  into  i|nniiities  fcr 
their  future  benefit. 

The  contractor  undertakes,  op  his  side, 
to  feed  and  clothe  the  prisoners.  Supplying 
them  daily  with  wholesome  sustenance, 
composed  of  bread  and  meat,  and  other 
articles  commonly  used  for  human  food, 
and  with  one  suit  of  clothes  yearly,  aa 
well  as  with  a  clean  shirt  twice  a  week. 

.  He  is  also  to  furnish  each  a  separate  bed 
and  bedding,  of  sufficiefit  warmth,  with 
clean  sheets  or  blankets  once  a  month  ; 
and  he  engages,  that  *'  all  possible  atten- 
tion shall  be  paid  to  the  cleanliness  of  tbe 
prisoners  in  every  respect,  as  far  as  cir- 
cumstances will  permit ;  that  the  Peni- 
tentiary House  and  buildings  belonging 
thereto  shall  be  sufficiently  warmed  and 
lighted ;  and  that  every  proper  precau- 
tion shall  be  taken  to  prevent  the  same 
from  becoming  infectious  or  unwholesome, 
to  preserve  the  prisoners  in  good  health.'' 

He  further  engages  to  provide,  at  bit 
own  expence,  a  clergyman  of  the  church 
of  England  to  live  on  the  spot;  a  sur- 
geon ;  and  a  sufficient  number  of  com- 
petent schoolmasters,  by  whom  instruction 
shall  be  administered  on  every  Sunday  at 
least,  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic, 
to  such  of  the  prisoners  as  shall  stand  in 
need  of  it. 

Subject  to  these  stipulations,  every  ar- 
rangement, in  regard  to  the  treatment  of 
the  prisoners,  as  well  as  the  determination 
of  the  manner  in  which  they  should  be 
employed,  of  the  hours  of  the  day  or 
night  in  which  they  should  labour,  and  of 
the  classes  or  numbers  which  should  either 
work  together,  or  associate  at  their  meals 
or  times  of  exercise  or  recreation,  is  en- 
tirely left  at  the  discretion  or  will  of  the 
contractor;  while  every  officer  and  ser- 
vant, connected  with  the  establishment,  is 
to  be  placed  there  by  his  appointment, 
and  removable  at  his  pleasure.  *    -  •- 

The  system  of  management  here  de- 
scribed, appears  to  your  Committee  to 
have  been  framed  with  reference  rather 
fo  the  personal  character  of  the  party,  in 
whose  custody  the  prisoners  were  on  the 
first  instance  to  be  placed,  and  to  the  fa- 
vourable opinion  entertained  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  building  proposed  by  him^ 
than  to  the  principles  upon  which  prisons 
have  hitherto  been  conducted  in-  this 
country.  Your  Committee  are  satisfied, 
that  IVIr.  Bentham  would  enter  upon  the 
undertaking,  to  which  his  contract  relates, 
with  the  best  intentions ;  but  the  prosecu- 
tion of  that  measure,  together  with  the 
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benefits  derivahle  under  the  contract^ 
mighty  by  the  terms  of  the  agreement, 
pass  at  any  time  into  other  hands;  and 
even  if  that  were  not  the  case,  the  ar- 
rangement aboTe  stated  is  too  exception- 
able on  general  grounds,  in  the  judgment 
of  your  Committee,  to  be  adopted  from 
confidence  in  an  individual. 

Under  the  2i2nd  Geo.  3,  c.'64,  s.  8, 
which  prohibits  the  governor  or  keeper  of 
a  house  of  correction  from  having  any 
advantage  from  the  sale  of  any  article 
used  in  the  house,  there  is  a  security  for 
the  goodness  of  the  provisions  and  neces- 
saries sent  in  on  account  of  the  public  for 
the  use  of  the  prisoners,  arising  from  the 
circumstance  of  their  passing  under  the 
eye  of  the  governor  and  his  servants,  who 
have  no  interest  in  concealing  their  de- 
fects ;  while  the  governor  is  not  exposed 
to  any  temptation  to  sanction  the  mtro- 
duction  of  any  improper  degree  of  luxury 
into  the  prison,  with  a  view  to  his  own 
profit,  or  of  demanding  an  undue  price  for 
such  articles  as  may  properly  be  admitted 
there. 

Mr.  Bentham's  contract  contains  no 
provision  upon  these  points.  If,  however, 
this  objection  could  be  removed  by  addi- 
tional articles  in  the  agreement,  by  the 
establishment  of  a  fixed  table  of  diet, 
and  by  the  appointment  of  resident  in- 
spectors, the  public  could  have  no  rea- 
sonable assurance  that  sufficient  attention 
would  be  paid  to  the  religious  instruction 
and  moral  improvemenl  of  the  prisoners, 
under  a  system  of  management,  every 
part  of  which  is  to  be  formed  and  directed 
by  a  person,  whose  interest  it  must  be 
that  the  prisoners  committed  to  his  charge 
should  do  as  much  work  as  they  were 
competent  to  execute,  and  that  their  la- 
boor  should  be  exercised  in  the  manner 
by  which  most  profit  would  be  produced. 
If  the  chaplain  should  suggest,  that  indi- 
viduals, very  profitably  employed  in  the 
same  workshop,  were  unfit,  from  their 
characters  or  other  circumstances,  to  as- 
sociate wit^i  each  other,  or  that  any  prac- 
tice in  the  prison*  which  might  be  conve- 
nient in  a  manufactory,  operated  to 
retard  rather  than  to  accelerate  the  pro- 
gress of  moral  improvement,  it  cannot  be 
supposed  that  such  intimations  would  be 
heard  with  as  ready  an  acquiescence,  and 
would  meet  with  the  same  encouragement, 
when  addressed  to  a  governor,  whose  pro- 
fits they  were  calculated  to  diminish,  as 
if  they  were  communicated  to  persons 
having  no  interest  in  the  produce  of  the 
prisoner's  labour. 


Your  Committee  see  much  reason  to 
apprehend,  that  under  a  system,  in  which 
pecuniary  advantage  is  thus  made  the 
most  prominent  object  of  attention,  the 
experiment  of  reformation  would  not  be 
fairly  tried! 

An  answer  has  been  supposed  to  be 
furnished  to  this  objection,  by  an  article 
in  the  agreement,  binding  the  contractor 
to  make  compensation  for  losses  occasioned 
by  the  future  felonies  of  every  person  who 
may  have  been  confined  -in  the  Peniten- 
tiary House,  to  an  amount  varying  from 
5L  to  251.  (for  the  felonies  of  the  same 
individual)  according  to  the  length  of  the 
period  during  which  the  offender  shall 
have  been  under  his  care ;  which  provi- 
sion is  argued  upon  as  giving  a  sufficient 
interest  to  the  governor  in  the  reformation 
of  every  prisoner.  Vour  Cemmittee^  how- 
ever, attach  very4ittle  importance  to  this 
article ;  and  it  is  the  more  nugatory,  as, 
although  its  operation  must  continue  auring 
the  lives  of  all  those  who  shall  come  under 
the  care  of  the  contractor,  no  funds  what- 
ever are  provided  in  the  contract,  or  are 
now  proposed,  to  answer  the  contingent 
payments  to  become  due  after  the  con- 
tractor's death. 

Reliance  has  also  been  placed  6n  a  pro* 
vision  of  the  same  kind,  operating  in  the 
nature  of  a  pecuniary  penalty,  for  the 
preservation  of  the  health  of  the  prisoners ; 
it  being  agreed  in  the  17th  article  of  tha 
contract,  that  the  contractor  should  ensure 
the  liv<.s  of  the  persons  confined,  on  such 
terms,  thai  if  more  than  a  certain  number 
shall  die  within  the  year,  iie  would  be  a 
loser  instead  of  a  gainer  by  the  insurance : 
your  Committee  observe,  that  in  their 
opinion  the  health  of  the  prisoners  will  be 
more  effectually  guarded  by  the  exercise 
of  the  judgment  of  a  professional  man, 
not  dependent  upon  the  governor,  and 
'acting  under  the  direction  of  other  disin- 
terested persons,  than  by  the  payment  of 
any  sum  of  money  to  fall  on  the  governor 
in  the  case  of  the  prisoner's  actually  dying 
within  the  walls  of  the  prison  during  his 
confinement. 

It  appears  to  the  Committee,  that  the 
proposed  system  aflurds  no  sufficient  pro- 
tection to  the  prisoner,  upon  any  point. 

In  a  place  of  confinement,  in  which  the 
prisoners  are  compelled  to  work,  and  ex- 
pected to  be  reformed,  something  of  a 
more  strict  discipline  may  be  looked  for 
than  in  ordinary  prisons*  It  is  therefore 
more  particularly  requisite,  that  in  a  Pe- 
nitentiary   House  opportunities  of  com- 
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plaint  flhoald  be  frequentj  and  redresi  near 
at  hand. 

The  most  obvious  channel  of  complaint, 
ir  the  goveinor  be  concerned  in  the  sup* 
posed  injury,  is  the  chaplain,  within  whose 
prorince  it  lies,  as  on  tne  one  hand  to  en- 
deavour to  reconcile  the  mind  of  the  of- 
fender to  ^he  lot  which  he  has  brought 
upon  himself  by  his  misconduct :  so  on 
the  other,  to  prevent  its  ^verity  from 
being  aggravated  by  any  nardships  or 
privations  which  the  law  did  not  intend  to 
impose. 

The  surgeon  is  another  person,  through 
whom  the  prisoner  may  properly  complain. 
But  to  make  these  officers  of  real  use  in 
this  pariicular,  they  must  occasionally 
confer  with  the  prisoner  without  the  pre- 
sence of  the  governor  or  his  servants; 
they  must  neither  be  under  strong  obligap 
lions  to  the  governor,  or  subject  to  bis 
power;  s^nd  they  must  be  in  habits  of 
communicating  with  persons  armed  with 
sufficient  authority  to  punish  or  redress 
the  grievances  lain  before  them. 

The  Committee  to  be  appointed  under 
the  19th  Geo,  S,  had  full  powers  at  all 
times  f()r  this  purpose,  and  they  o^  any 
two  of  them  were  to  examine  into  the 
state  of  the  Penitentiary  House,  at  least 
once  in  every  fortnight,  and  to  "  see 
every  offender  confined  there  and  not  dis- 
abled by  sickness/' 

In  the  contract,  no  provision  whatever 
is  made  for  personal  inspection*:  but  the 
.goyem(^r  is  to  present  a  comprehensive 
report  in  writing,  of  the  whole  state  of 
the  establishment,  to  the  court  of  King's 
Bench  on  the  first  day  of  every  term. 
And  he  is  to  answer,  upon  oath  if  required, 
all  questions  put  to  him  by  the  judges  of 
that  courts  or  by  any  one  judge  thereof  in 
vacation  lime^  or  by  any  officer  of  the 
crown,  or  by  i^y  other  person  with  the 
leave  of  the  said  court,  or  of  any  one 
judge  thereof.  And  he  is  further  to  sur- 
render his  office  of  governor,  if  ordered 
by  the  said  court,  ''  on  proof  duly  ob- 
tained as  above«  or  otherwise,  of  mis- 
behaviour in  the .  execution  of  the  said 
office." 

The  insufficiency  of  this  article,  (the 
only  one  in  the  agreement  that  concerns 
the  superintendence  of  the  establishment) 
to  provide  for  the  redress  of  grievaiices, 
or  the  correction  of  lyiy  improper  prac* 
lice  which  may  prevail  there,  is  so  evident 
that  it  cannot  be  necessary  for  your  Com- 
mittee to  enlarge  upon  this  point. 

It  is  obvious  that  circumstances  must 


frequently  occur  in  a  prison,  which  call 
for  the  interposition  of  higher  aulhoritiea 
to  censure  or  control  the  keeper,  without 
constituting  such  instances  or  misbehaTi- 
our,  as  would  justify  the  avoidance  of  a 
beneficial    contract.      To    occasions    in 
which  an  erroneous  or  indiscreet  mode  of 
treating  the  prisoners  should  be  poraaed, 
from  waiit  of  judgment  in  the  contractor, 
or  from  any  cause  not  falling  under  the 
description  of  '*  misbehaviour,"  the  pro- 
posed remedy   by  the  authority  of  the 
King^s^ench  appears  to  be  totally  inap- 
plicable; and  in  the  cases  in  which   it 
does  apply,  it  could  only  be  attained  in 
term  time,  while  the  court,  which  is  to 
make  the  order,  is  sitting. 

Mr.  Bentham  supposes,  as  may  be  seen 
in  his  evidence,  that  sufficient  inspection, 
and  opportunities  enough  of  making  com- 
plaints on  the  part  of  the  prisoners,  might 
be  afforded,  by  the  admission  of  the  public 
at  all  reasonable  times  into  the  inspection 
room  in  the  middle  of  the  building,  from 
whence  all  the  cells  would  be  visible,  and 
which  would  be  accessible  to  the  voice  of 
every  pi'isoner  by  means  of  tubes,  to  be 
constructed  for  that  purpose;  and  be 
seems  to  lay  some  stress  on  the  vigilance 
which  the  newspapers  are  to  exert  in 
watching  his  conduct.  But  your  Com- 
mittee, agreeing  with  Mr^  Bentham  in  the 
belief  that  cunosity  would  bring  many 
persons  to  view  a  Penitentiary  House  of 
so  novel  a  construction,  do  not  concur  in 
the  supposition,  that  any  intercourse  of 
the  description  alluded  to  between  such 
visitors  and  the  prisoners,  can  supersede 
the  necessity  of  having  persons  nominated 
expressly  for  the  inspection  and  soperio- 
tendance  of  every  part  of  an  establish* 
ment  of  thftt  nature,  in  whom  the  powers 
of  obtaining  information,  in  regard  to  any 
mismanagement,  shall  be  accompanied  by 
sufficient  authority  for  its  correction. 

While  your  Committee  state  their  opi* 
nion,  of  the  inexpediency  of  carrying 
into  execution  a  contract  of  the  dtx  rip- 
tion  above  stated,  they  feel  tbem^eives 
called  upon  to  bring  under  the  noiire  of 
the  House,  the  strong  equitable  claims 
which  Mr.  Bentham  possesses  to  con  pen* 
sation,  in  consequence  of  the  contract  fi:)t 
having  t?.ken  effecL  Your  Committee 
have  not  gone  into  a  detailed  examination 
of  the  various  circumstances  connected 
with  that  subject,  as  an  inquiry  of  that 
nature  might  i'dve  occasioned  an  inconve- 
nient delay  in  their  reporting  upon  the 
more  important  matters  referrra  to  them : 
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but  Itfr.  Benthem  has  itated,  that  he  was 
encouraged  by  bis  Majesty's  goTernment 
to  take  measures  preparatory  to  the  erec- 
tion of  the  intenaed  estabtishinent ;  that 
he  has  employed  rtiuch  time,  and  has  ex- 
pended a  large  sum  of  money  in  addition 
to  the  2,000/.  advancied  to  him  in  1 794*1  as 
mentioned  above,  in  preparations  for  the 
ezecntion  of  his  part  of  the  agreement ; 
and    that  its  non- performance  was    not 
owing  to  any  default  or  backwardness  on 
his  ffide.     He  has,  therefore,  under  these 
circumstances,  a  just  right  to  expect,  not 
only  that  the  money  so  laid  out  soould  be 
repaid,  but  that  a  liberal  remuneration 
should  be  made  to  him  for  his  trouble  and 
ultimate  disappointment  (he  on  his  part 
mccoonting  for  any  advantage  that  shall 
have  accrued  to  him  from  the  lands,  of 
which  he  has  been  stated  to  be  in  posses- 
sion as  feoffee).    And  your  Committee 
recommend,  that  measures  should  be  taken 
for  the  settlement  of  these  claims  without 
delay. 

The  10th  Geo.  3,  appears  to  your  Com- 
mittee to  have  been  framed  on  fL  more 
correct  view  of  the  arrangements  con- 
nected with  a  Penitentiary  House,  than  is 
to  be  found  in  the  articles  of  agreement 
above  described;  although  this  statute 
may,  perhaps  justly,  he  considered  as 
going  too  much  into  detail,  and  as  making 
fome  points  matter  of  positive  enactment, 
which  might  with  more  convenience  have 
been  \eh  to  the  discretion  of  those  persons 
hy  whonik  the  rules  and  orders  for  the  re- 
gulation of  the  establishment  were  to  be 
formed,  and  in  whose  power  it  would  be 
to  alter  them,  if  practice  aAd  experience 
should  shew  the  propriety  of  alteration. 

On  the  basis  of  this  statute  ifas  founded 
that  part  of  the  Gloucestershire  Act  (the 
25th  Geo.  3,  c.  10.)  which  concerns  the 
Penitentiary  House  at  Gloucester ;  to  the 
Rulei  and  Orders  of  which,  as  well  as  to 
those  of  the  house  of  correction  at  South- 
well, your  Committee  beg  leave  to  call 
the  particular  attention  of  the  House. 

The  control  over  the  management  of 
the  Gloucester  Penitentiary  H<»use  is  vested 
by  the  Act  in  the  justices  of  the  peace  for 
the  county  assembled  at  the  quarter  ses« 
slons,  who  are  to  appoint  such  officers  (re- 
movable at  their  pleasure)  and  to  annex 
such  salaries  to  the  respective  offices  as 
they  may  think  fit ;  and  are  also  autho- 
raed  and  required  at  such  sessions,  seven 
of  them  being  present,  to  make  rules  and 
orders  for  the  regulation  of  all  matters 
connected  with  the  treatment  of  the  pri- 


soners. But  in  making  such  rules,  they 
are  directed  to  have  regard  to  the  disci- 
pline, provisions,  and  directions  of  the 
1 9th  Geo.  3,  concerning  the  two  national 
Penitentiary  Houses  there  mentioned,  ai 
nearly  as  shall  appear  to  be  consistent 
with  the  more  limited  design  of  the  Peni- 
tentiary House  for  the  county  of  Glou- 
cester. And  the  rules  and  orders  so  made 
are  not  to  have  any  force  until  they  shalt 
have  been  submitted  to  the  justices  of 
assize,  and  until  si:(ch  justices  shall  have 
subscribed  a  declaration,  that  they  do  not 
see  any  thing  in  them. contrary  to  law. 

Two  or  more  justices  of  the  peace  are 
to  be  appointed  at  the  Michaelmas  quar- 
ter sessions,  as  visitors  of  the  prison,  wha 
are  to  examine  into  its  state  and  condi* 
tion,  either  together  or  singly,  at  least 
three  times  in  every  quarter,  and  oftener 
if  need  be,  and  to  make  reports  at  every 
quarter  sessions  thereupon.  But  every 
other  justice  for  the  county  may  visit  of 
his  oy^n  accord,  and  report  abuses  to  the 
quarter  sessions. 

The  14>th  clause  of  the  3 1st  Geo.  3,  c. 
40,  containing  a  provision  of  a  similar 
nature  to  that  introduced  into  the  19th 
Geo.  3,  for  shortening  the  confinement  of 
oifenders  on  the  discovery  of  any  merit 
or  extraordisary  diligence,  extends  to  this 
prison,  in  common  with  other  gaols  in 
which  convicts  are  set  to  work. 

In  the  Gloucester  Penitentiary  House^ 
each  prisoner  has  a  separate  cell  or  room 
to  sleep  in  at  night,  and  another,  in  which 
he  is  to  be  employed  in  the  day-time. 

The  prisoners  do  not  however  pass  the 
24  hours  in  solitude ;  they  begin  the  day 
by  attending  chapel,  after  washing  them- 
selves at  cisterns  in  the  yards;  from  chapel 
they  return  into  the  yards;  and  from 
thence,  having  each  received  his  loaf  of 
bread,  repair  to  their  several  working 
cells.  Their  breakfasts  are  delivered  to 
them  there,  by  two  of  their  fellow  pri- 
soners, accompanied  by  an  officer  of  the 
prison.  After  breakfast,  two  of  them  are 
taken  from  their  cells,  to  tread  in  a  wheel, 
used  for  raising  water  to  the  top  of  the 
building  ;  they  continue  at  this  employ- 
ment for  about  twenty  minutes,  and  are 
then  directed  to  walk  about  for  twenty 
minutes  more,  two  other  prisoners  suc- 
ceeding to  their  places'at  the  wheel,  and 
being  themselves  relieved  in  turn  by 
others.  They  receive  their  dinners  in 
their  cells,  and  continue  there  until  they 
leave  off  work  in  the  evening,  when  they 
all  walk  in  the  yards  for  half  an  hour  pre- 
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▼ioofl  to  their  retiring  to  their  night  cells. 
They  do  not  w<^ar  fetters,  the  use  of  irons 
in  this  prison  being  Uid  aside  as  wholly 
unnecessary. 

While  the  prisoner  is  in  his  work  cell, 
he  is  occasionally/ attended  by  the  task- 
master or  other  person  appointed  to  in- 
itract  him,  and  Tisited  by  some  of  the 
superior  officers  of  the  pcison.  The  go- 
Temor  himself  is  bound  to  see  every  per- 
son committed  to  his  care  once  in  2i  hours, 
and  to  examine  once  in  erery  day  the 
state  of  all  the  wards  and  cells  which  the 
prisoners  occupy.  It  is  made  part  of  the 
chaplain's  duty  frequently  to  see  and  con- 
fer with  the  prisoners,  without  the  go- 
vernor or  other  officer  being  present,  to 
enquire  into  their  situation,  and  to  observe 
the  state  of  their  cells.  The  surgeon  is 
directed,  besides  visiting  the  sick,  to  see 
•very  person  confined  twice  a  week,  and 
to  inquire  into  the  mental  and  bodily 
health  of  every  such  person.  In  case  he 
shall  have  reason  to  believe  that  either 
the  mind  or  body  of  any  prisoner  is  mate- 
rially affected  by  the  discipline  or  diet  of 
the  house,  he  is  to  inform  the  governor 
thereof,  who  is  to  alter  the  discipline,  or 
vary  the  diet  of  such  prisoner,  until  the 
next  meeting  of  the  visiting  justices.  If, 
however,  the  state  of  the  prisoner's  health 
requires  a  deviation  from  the  ordinary 
prison  dtet,xhe  is  removed  ^o  the  hospital 
ward.  No  instance  has  hitherto  occurred, 
in  which  the  degree  of  solitude  imposed 
within  the  prison  has  been  attended  With 
any  unfavourable  effect  on  the  mind. 

The  governor  is  enjoined  to  keep  a  re- 
gular journal  of  the  daily  events  in  the 
prison,  and  to  register  all  punishments  in- 
flicted. The 'chaplain  also^  and  surgeon, 
are  directed  to  keep  journals,  in  which 
are  to  be  entered,  not  only  facts,  but  such 
observations  as  may  occur  to  them  in  thd 
exercise  of  their  respective  duties.. 

When  the  Penitentiary  House  was  first 
established,  the  prisoners  were  divided 
into  classes,  in  conformity  to  the  clause  of 
the  7Dth  Geo.  S,  which'  directs  that  the 
solitude  and  labour  shall  be  successively 
mitigated  in  the  second  and  third  classes. 
The  practice,  however,  of  thus  classing 
the  prisoners,*  has  been  discontinued  on 
the  advice  of  the  chaplain,  who  was  of 
opinion,  that,  "  on  their  admission  into 
the  second  ami  third  classes,  in  which 
they  were  allowed  to  work  in  companies, 
the  impressions,  made  on  their.minds  dur- 
ing their  former  term  of  seclusion,  were 
immediately  obliterated,  by  idle  conversa- 


tion naturally  taking  place  between  nncbt 
associates ;"  and  the  course  of  proceediug 
which  has  been  stated,  appears  to  b^  now 
uniformly  pursued  during  the  whole  of  the 
offenders  confinement,  except  as  to  those 
who  may  be  selected  for  the  performance 
of  particolar  duties  or  offices  within  the 
prison.  The  prisoners  do  not  become  en- 
titled to  any  portion  of  their  eacnings,  nor 
does  their  daily  fare  depend  in  any  degree 
on  the  quantity  of  work  which  they  may 
respectively  perform  ;  they  live  by  a  fixed 
dietary,  from  which  beer  and  all  fermented 
liquors  are  excluded  ;  but  if  in  any  case 
more  bread  than  is  there  set  down  is  re- 
quired by  the  prisoners,  it  ia  freely  given* 
They  are  not  permitted  to  receive  any 
food,  drink,  or  clothing,  except  what  has 
been  appointed  for  them  by  the  justices  ; 
nor  are  either  the  friends  of  the  prisoner, 
or  strangers,  permitted  to  see  him,  unless 
authorized  by  a  special  order  in  writing 
of  the  justice  who  shall  have  signed  the 
original  commitment  of  the  offender  to 
gaol.  Dae  attention  is  paid  to  the  re- 
ligious instruction  of  the  prisoners,  who 
are  also  taught  to  read  and  write  by  a 
fellow  prisoner  selected  by  the  chaplain  ; 
the  role,  which  enjoins  the  separation  of 
prisoners  from  each  other  in  the  cells, 
being  relaxed  for  this  purpose. 

When  a  prisoner  is  discharged,  -if  he 
has  conducted  himself  properly  during  the 
confinement,  he  receives  a  certificate  of 
his  good  behaviour  from  the  chaplain  and 
governor,  or  from  the  chaplain  and  one 
of  the  visiting  justices  ;  and  in  the  event 
of  his  procuring  a  respectable  service  for 
a  year,  and  behaving  well  therein,  he  is 
allowed  a  reward  by  the  justices  at  ses- 
sions upon  the  principle  of  the  provision 
to  that  effea  in  the  19th  Geo.  3. 

The.  House  of  Correction  at  Southwell  is 
established  under  the  several  acts  relative 
to  such  places  of  confinement,  by  which 
the  justices  of  the  peace  at  the  county 
sessions  are  empowered  to  make  rules  for 
the  regulation  of  prisons  of  that  descrip- 
tion (such  rules  not  being  contrary  to 
those  laid  down  in  the  22d  Geo.  3,  c.  64,) 
to  appoint  and  remove  the  governor  and 
other  officers,  and  to  fix  the  amount  of 
their  respective  salaries.  They  are  also 
to  nominate  two  or  more  justices  at  each 
quarter  sessions  to  apt  as  visitors,  who  re- 
port quarterly 'on  the  state  of  the  house, 
and  on  the  conduct  of  the  officers,  as  well 
as  of  the  prisoners,  mentioning  in  detail 
instances  of  merit  or  misbehaviour ;  they 
are  also  empowered,  in  caie  of  emer- 
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|(«iicy,  to  make  occasional  arrangements 
in  the  prjflon,  subject  to  the  approbation 
of  the  coart  of  quarter  sessions  at  its  next 
meeting.  The  governor  exercises  his  aa« 
thoritymnder  their  superintendence  ;  and 
he  also  presents  a  calendar  to  the  quarter 
■essions,  containing  amongst  other  particu- 
lars, remarks  upon  the  behaviour  of  every 
person  in  his  custody,  as  well  as  an  ac- 
count of  their  work ;  he  is  compelled  to 
keep  a  register  of  all  punishments. 

In  the  Southwell  house  of  correction, 
the  prisoners  sleep  in  separate  cells,  bnt 
work  in  the  day-time  in  small  companies 
in  distinct  wards  or  sets  of  apartments, 
consisting  each  of  three  rooms,  viz.  of  a 
day-room  and  a  work-room,  which  are 
calculated  to  contain  four  persons,  with  a 
smaller  work-room,  which  holds  one. 
These  rooms  are  in  general  accessible  to 
all  the  five  persons  in  the  same  company 
or  class,  but  the  small  one  is  occasionally 
used  as  a  solitary  cell :  for  instance,  if  a 
prisoner  has  not  been  orderly  during  the 
preceding  wec'k,  he  passes  Sunday  in  that 
cell  alone,  instead  of  associating  with  the 
rest  of  his  cUss. 

Every  convicted  crtminal  oo  his  first 
coming  into  the  prison  is  kept  by  himself 
for  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours,  or  two  or 
three  days,  as  the  state  of  his  mind  may 
seem  to  require.  There  4S  a  separate  air- 
ing ground  xp  each  ward. 

The  prisoners  are  put  to  diflferent  kinds 
of  work,  according  to  their  ability;  but 
their  most  common  employment  is  the 
preparation  of  cotton  for  the  mill.  The 
necessary  materials  and  implements  of 
labour  are  £|imished  by  the  manufacturers 
in  the  neighbourhood,  on  whose  account 
llie  work  is  performed,  the  prison  being 
situated  in  a  manufacturing  part  of  the 
country. 

The  produce  of  the  prisoner's  labour  is 
diTided,  in  certain  proportions,  between 
the  governor,  the  county,  and  the.  pri- 
soner; a  daily  Usk  being  fixed  for  each 
individual,  under. the  directidh  of  the 
Tisitors,  estimated  at  one  half  of  what  he 
can  execute  by  reasonable  exertion  ;  he 
is,  however,  at  liberty  to  perform  as  much 
more  work  than  his  task,  as  he  may  chuse, 
and  is  entitled  to  the  whole  fruit  of  this 
additional  industry,  under  the  denomina- 
tion of  his  **  extra  share/'  The  particu- 
lars of  this  arrangement  respecting  the 
divisioip  of  the  prisoner's  earnings,  which 
is  calculated  to  prevent  the  governor  from 
having  sach  an  interest  in  the  quantity  of 
work  dune  in  the  prison^  M  might  tempt 
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him  to  urge  individuals  to  labour  beyond 
their  strength,  may  be  found  in  the  eri- 
dence  of  Mr.  Becher. 

The  allowance  made  by  the  county  to 
each  person  in  confinement,  consists  of 
18  ounces  of  br^ad^  daily,  and  one  penny 
per  day ;  and  whatever  he  may  requiro 
further,  to  furnish  him  with  additional 
food,  with  clothing  or  with  fuel,  must  bo 
provided,  by  his  share  of  his  earnings,  of 
which,  however,  he  is  not  permitted  to 
spend  above  St.4br  these  purposes  in  one 
week;  the  remainder  is  laid  up  for  his 
use  when  he  shall  quit  the  prison,  or  he 
may,  with  the  approbation  of  one  of  the 
visiting  justices,  send  it  to  his  family, 
which  is  very  frequently  done.  - 

The  friends  of  the  prisoner  are  per- 
mitted to  see  him,  on  obtaining  an  order ' 
from  one  of  the  justices  for  the  county  ; 
but  they  are  not  allowed  to  enter  bis 
apartments,  unless  there  shall  be  some 
special  direction  for  that  purpose  in  tho 
order,  or  to  approach  him  near  enough  to 
convey  any  tninginto  his  possession  with- 
out its  being  seen  by  the  turnkey. 

The  prisoners  are  supplied  with  proper 
books;  they  are  encouraged  to  read  to 
each  other ;  and  due  attention  is  paid  to 
their  moral  and  religio.os  improvement. 
This,  however,  is  in  a  gteat  measure  uw* 
ing  to  the  peculiar  interest  taken  by  the 
visiting  justices,  and  the  chaplain,  in  their 
welfare ;  since  the  22d  Geo.  S,  c.  64,  by 
limiting  the  annual  salary  to  be  allowed 
to  the  chaplain  of  a  house  of  correction, 
by  the  Quarter  sessions,  to  20/.  makes  it 
impossible  for  the  court  to  require  more 
from  gentlemen  in  that  situation  than  the 
performance  of  divine  service  on  Sundays. 

In  both  these  systems  of  Penitentiary 
confinement  as  well  as  in  the  19th  Geo. 
3,  the  reformation  of  the  offender,  instead 
of  being  a  secondary  concern,  which  must 
be  the  case,  if  all  power  and  influence 
within  the  prison  were  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  persons  contracting  for  the 
manual  labour  of  the  prisoners,  is  con- 
templated as  the  primary  object,  to  the 
accomplishment  of  which  every  regula- 
tion of  arrangement  is  to  be  made  sub- 
servient. As  to  the  means  however  by 
which  this  desirable  end  is  to  l>e  attained, 
each  of  these  three  schemes  of  improve- 
ment appears  to  differ  in  some  degree  from 
the  other  two.  The  1 9th  Geo.  3,  considerSx 
hard  labour  as  constitutiHfltpart  of  the 
punishment  to  which  the  offender  is  to  bo 
subjected  ;  and  accordingly  directs,  that 
the«work  in  which  the  prisoners  are  to  bo 
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f  mploy^d  ahall  be  of  Ike  hardett  aad  nuMi 
•(»rTile    kind«  *'  in    which   drudgery    if 
chiefly  required/'  specifying  some  kinda 
which  are  supposed  to  be  particularly  la- 
borious.    The  im  proremems  in  machinery 
have  rendered  it  difficult  to  find  employ- 
meat  of  this  description ;  and  in  the  Peni* 
leotiary  house  at  Gloucester,  where  the 
priiK:ip]e  of  seclosioa  duriiig  the  hours  ef 
labour,  as  laid  down  in  the  10th  Geo.  5i  is 
adhered  to,  and  even  continued  through- 
out the  whole  term  of  the  ofiender's  oon- 
finement  without  the  relascation  which  was 
to  take  place  at  sucoessive  periods  under 
that  act,  the  work  given  to  the  prisoner, 
instead  of  being  intended  to  aggravate  the 
Weieht  of  his  imprisonment,  is  introduced 
in  alleviation  of  it.     Labour  is  there  con- 
sidered as  an  occupation  of  the  mind, 
without   which,   solitude,   even   in    the 
limited  desree  imposed  by  the  arrange- 
ments of  that  prison,  would  be  injurious, 
and    in   which  an  individual   separated 
from  others  will  gladly  seek  relief  from 
the  pressure  of  reflection  without  an  ob- 
ject.— In  the  house  of  correction  at  South- 
Well,  separaiion  during  the  day-time  forms 
no  part  of  the  general  system,  though  it 
is  occasionally  resorted  to  as  a  punish- 
ment for  misbehaviour  within  the  prison  ; 
and  the  labour  of  the  person  confined  is 
called  into  action,  and  encouraged,  by  an 
ofier  of  a  large  share  of  the  profits  arising 
from  his  work.    It  is  there  supposed,  that 
the  vigilance  of  those  who  have  the  care 
of  the  prisoners  will  be  able  to  prevent 
any  mischief  that  might  result  from  the 
communication  of  a  few  individuals  with 
each  other;  and  that  in  the  small  circle 
in  which  the  o^nder  is  allowed  to  move, 
he  may  be  expected  under  proper  ma- 
nagement to  form  habits  of  industry  and 
self-restraint,  which  he  will  be  likely  to 
practise  on  his  return  to  society. 

The  systems  which  have  been  pursued 
at  Gloucester  and  at  Southwell  have  both 
the  testimony  of  experience  in  favour  of 
their  efficacy;  and  your  Committoe  are 
of  npinioil,  that  both  may  be  advantage- 
.ously  applied  at  successive  periods  in  we 
course  ot  the  same  imprisonment,  in  con- 
formity to  the  principle  of  the  clause  of 
the  ]9ih  Geo.  3,  which  forms  the  pri- 
soners into  classes  with  a  view  to  the  pro- 
gressive mitigation  of  the  strictness  of 
their  confinement.  Your  Committee  do 
not  consider  the  statement  already  ad- 
verted to,  from  Gloucester^  concerning  the 
cfiect  of  the  prisoners'  conversation  with 
each  other  when  they  gobu  togetheri  in 


obliterating  the  good  impressions  wi&idi 
had  been  made  on  their  minds  by  pre* 
vious  seclusion,  as  conclusive  against  the 
propriety  of  allowing  them  to  work   in 
small  companies  during  the  latter  pari  of 
their  imprisonment,  under  proper  reguU^ 
tions  and  arrangements;   it  having  ap« 
peered,  on  the  contrary,  that  reformation 
nas  actually  been  produced  at  Southwrell 
amongst  criminals  who  have  been  em- 
ployed in  that  manner  during  the  wbole 
term  of  their  confinement.    When,  how- 
ever, your  Committee  recollect,  thai  the 
ofienders  within  this  metropolis  and  in  iu 
neighbourhood,  for  the  reception  of  wbom 
the  erection  of  a  penitentiary  establisli- 
ment  is  recommended  in  this  Report,  must 
consist  for  the  most  part  of  a  much  more 
depraved  and  hardened  description  of  cri- 
minals than  those  who  usually  come  within 
the  reach  of  justice  in  the  country,  they 
are  convinced  that  the  plan  pursued  el 
Southwell  would  be  very  inadequate  to 
the  purposes  of  a  penitentiary  house  for 
London  and  Middlesex,  unless  it  were 
combined  with  a  previous  course  of  dis- 
cipline, at  least  as  strict  as  that  which  is 
in  operation  at  Gloucester.    It  seems  to 
your  Committee,  therefore^  to  be  advisable 
to  have  two  classes  of  prisonera,  founded 
on  the  division  of  their  respective  terns 
of  imprisonment,  into  two  equal  portioaa* 
and  to  resort  to  the  principles  on  which 
the  Penitentiary  house  at  Gloucester  is 
conducted  for  the  treatment  of  ofiendei% 
while  they  continue  in  the^  first  class,  re- 
laxing their  seclusion  in  the  lattor  accord- 
ing to  the  system  adopted  at  Southwell. 
But  a  power  should  be  given  to  those  who 
have  the  snperintendaace  of  the  esta- 
blishment, to  bring  forward  individual^ 
whose  merits  should  entitle  them  to  parti- 
cular favour,  from  the  first  class  to  the 
second :  as  well  as  to  degrade  from  the 
latter    to  the   farmer  for  misbehavieur. 
The  latter  case  only  was  provided  for  in 
the  l§thGeo.3. 

With  respect  to  the  superintendence  of 
the  Penitentiary  house  now  recommended* 
your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  a 
more  eligible  arrangement  may  be  made 
than  that  contained  in  the  19th  Geo.  3, 
on  that  head. 

Your  Committee  are  deairoos  of  avoid- 
ing,  if  possible,  the  creation  of  new  places 
of  profit;  and  they  think  it  most  con- 
sistent with  the  practice  which  ha^  gene* 
rally  prevailed  in  this  country,  in  regard 
to  priaons,  to  entrust  the  duty  of  visitiog 
mfriptrnrtinr  a  House  ef  the  description 
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now  propoMd^  to  perions  whose  rank  or 
•itiMtioxi  in  lociety  may  indoco  them  to 
employ  a  portion  of  their  time  for  the 
benefit  of  the  prisoners  and  (he  public, 
without  remuneration.  When  it  is  consi- 
dered how  many  public  institutions  in 
London  and  Middlesex  are  now  managed 
gratuitously,  it  can  hardly  lie  apprehended 
that  much  difficulty  is  likely  to  be  ex- 
perienced in  finding  a  sufficient  number 
of  commissioners  to  act  in  a  matter  of  so 
much  general  interest,  without  salary  or 
recompence ;  and  your  Committee  there- 
fore recommend,  that  hit  Majesty  in 
priTy  council  should  be  empowered  to 
appoint  fifteen  or  twenty  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  to  exercise,  without  pay,  such 
powers,  in  regard  to  the  proposed  Peni- 
tentiary house,  as  were  given  by  the  19tb 
Geo.  3,  to  the  Committee  to  be  appointed 
for  the  management  and  superintendence 
of  the  Penitentiary  houses  to  be  erected 
imder  that  act,  or  as  it  may  be  deemed 
advisable  to  entrust  to  them  under  the  act 
to  be  brought  in  for  this  purpose.  The 
appointment  should,  in  the  judgment  of 
TOur  Committee,  be  annually  renewed,  as 
by  its  renewal  the  subject  of  the  Peni- 
tentimry  house  would  neeeasaril^  be 
brought  once  a  year  under  the  notice  of 
the  privy  council  ;  and  an  opportunity 
would  at  the  same  time  be  afio^ed,  of 
leaving  ont  the  names  of  such  of  the 
commiasioners  previously  nominated,  as 
•honld  appear  by  the  minutes  of  their 
pfoceediny  to  have  relaxed  in  their  at- 
tendance, and  of  replacing  them  by  others, 
wttboot  the  appearance  of  censure  or  im- 
potalioa  of  neglect,  which  might  be  in- 
terred from  an  express  revocation  of  their 
•athority. 

The  CoBuaistioners  should  also  make 
an  annoal  report  to  the  King  in  council, 
and  te  both  Houaes  of  Parliament,  of  ^the 
Bumber  of  priaoners  eonftned  within  each 
af  the  aaid  Pttiitentiary  houaes ;  of  the 
aflacta  which  shall  appear  to  result  from 
aach  confinement ;  and  of  the  number  dis- 
charged aiiice  the  preceding  report ;  and 
ahoald  aanaally  lay  before  parliament  an 
accoant  of  the  expenses  of  the  eatabliafa- 
■mat. 

The  preaent  aeasion  being  too  far  ad- 
vanced to  admit  of  a  Bill  being  brought 
iBfe  for  the  reflation  of  the  various  points 
connected  with  the  Penitentiary  houses 
Itere  pfopeacd,  year  Committee  recom- 
flMnd,  diat  a  short  act  should  be  now 
passed  empowering  bis  Majesty  to  appoint 
ihfaa  aoparviaon,  to  act  aader  the  an- 
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thOftty  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  tha 
treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  mea* 
sures  for  the  erection  of  the  buildings  re- 
quired ;  in  which  act,  provisions  might  be 
made  for  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Benthani's 
claims  for  compensation,  above-mention* 
ed ;  and  for  vesting  in  such  supervisors, 
for  the  use  of  the  establishment  now  pro- 
posed, the  lands  of  which  that  gentleman^ 
is  now  in  possession  as  feoffee  under  the 
3ith  Geo.  S. 

Your  Committee  are  not  prepared  at 
present  to  report  on  the  measures  which 
it  may  eventually  be  thought  proper  to 
pursue,  in  order  to  carry  the  system  of 
Penitentiary  confinement  into  effect  m 
difiTerent  parts  of  the  country.  The  most 
obvious  course  of  proceeding,  with  a  view 
to  that  object,  would  k>e  the  erection  of 
penitentiary  houses  for  the  different  cir* 
coita  into  which  England  and  Wales  are 
divided.  But  voor  Committee  do  not 
feel  themselves  Justified  in  recommending 
the  creation  of  new  establishments,  which 
must  be  attended  with  a  considerable  ex« 
pence,  when  it  has  appeared,  that  there 
are  existing  prisons  ana  places  of  confine* 
ment,  in  many  counties,  which  may  bo 
made  available  for  the  purpose  required^ 
under  a  proper  arrangement  with  the 
counties*  While  offenders,  who  are  liable 
to  t>e  transported  either  by  the  condition 
upon  which  they  have  been  pardoned 
after  being  capitally  convicted,  or  under 
a  sentence  of  transportation  passed  at  tha 
assizes,  are  kept  in  the  county  gaol,  an 
allowance  if  made  by  government  on  their 
behalf,  to  the  sheriff,  of  3t.  Ikf.  a  week  ; 
hot  if  it  should  be  thought  advisable  that 
convicts  of  this  description  should  con« 
tinue  permanently  in  such  of  the  county 
prisons  as  are  capable  of  being  appro* 
priated  to  their  accommodation,  it  would 
be  reasonable  that  the  county  should  re- 
ceive a  sum  of  money  for  every  soch  con- 
vict, being  a  fair  proportion  to  the  ex* 
pence  actually  incurred  on  his  account 
it  does  not  appear  that  government  makes 
any  payment,  at  present,  in  consequence 
of  the  temporary  confinement,  in  the 
county  gaol,  of  criminals  who  receive 
sentence  of  transportation  at  the  quarter 
sessions.  It  is  probable  that  additional 
buildings  will  at  all  events  be  required  in 
aome  parts  of  the  country,  for  Penitentiary 
houses ;  but,  before  your  Committee  could 
be  In  m  situation  to  propose  any  measure 
apon  thia  branch  of  the  subject,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  institute  inquiries,  for  tha 
pnrposo  of  comparing  the  average  nam* 
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bers  of  convicts  annaally  liable  to  trani- 
portation  (eithqr  under  an  original  aen- 
tence«  or  as  being  pardoned  on  that  con- 
dition) within  each  county^  with  the  num* 
bers  for  which  the  several  counties  could 
furnish  accommodation  as  Penitentiary 
house  prisoners;  enquiries,  which  could 
not  be  terminated  in  time  to  admit  of  any 
proceeding  being  founded  on  the  informa- 
tion to  be  obtained  from  them  before  the 
end  of  the  present  session  of  parliament.  It 
also  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  tlie 
extent  of  any  general  plan  for  the  impri- 
sonment of  transportable  convicts  in  Peni- 
tentiary houses,  must  very  much  depend 
upon  the  opinion  which  shall  be  formed 
in  the  course  of  the  other  branches  of  the 
investigation  in  which  your  Committee 
are  engaged,  relative  to  the  expediency  of 
pursuing,  on  a  more  contracted  or  en- 
larged scale,  the  practice  of  confining  of- 
fenders of  that  description  on  board  the 
bulks,  or  that  of  sending  them  to  Botany 
Bay  Insist  May  1811. 

Extracts  from  the  Appendix. 

Ma.  Bbntmam's  Pboposal  for  a  new  and 
less  expensive  Mode  of  employing 
and  reforming  Convicts. 

The  Author  having  turned  his  thoughts 
lo  the  Penitentiary  system  from  its  origin, 
and  having  lately  contrived  a  building  in 
which  any  number  of  persons  may  be  kept 
within  the  reach  of  being  inspected  during 
every  moment  of  their  lives ;  and  having 
made  out,  as  he  flatters  himself,  to  de-  . 
monstration,  that  the  only  eligible  mode 
of  managing  an  establishment  of  such  a 
nature,  in  a  building  of  such  a  construc- 
tion, would  be  by  contract ;  has  been  in- 
duced to  make  public  the  following  pro- 
posal for  maintaining  and  employing  con« 
victs  in  general,  or  such  of  them  as  would 
otherwise  be  confined  on  board  the  Hulks, 
for  25  per  cent,  less  than  it  cefets  govern- 
ment to  maintain  them  there  at  present, 
deducting  also  the  average  value  of  the 
work  at  present  performed  by  them  for 
the  public,  upon  the  terms  of  his  receiving 
the  produce  of  their  labour,  taking  on  him- 
self the  whole  expense  of  the  building, 
fitting  op  and  stocking*,  without  any  ad- 

*  All  these  articles  taken  into  the  ac- 
count, the  originally- intended  peniten- 
tiary bouse,  on  the  late  Mr.  Blackburne's 
plan,  would  not  have  cost  so  little  aa 
*iOO/.  per  man :  for  1,000  priaooera, 
1200,000/.,  exclusive  of  the  whole  annual 
expense  of  maintenance,  &c.  to  an  un- 
liquidated amount. 


vanoe  to  be  made  by  government  lor  thai 
purpose,  requiring  only  that  the  abate- 
naentand  deduction  above- mentifNoed  shall 
be  suspended  for  the  first  year. 

Upon  the  above-mentioned  teroM  he 
would  engage  as  follows : 

I.  To  furnish  the  prisoners  with  a  con- 
stant supply  of  wholesome  food,  not  li* 
mited  in  quantity,  but  adequate  to  each 
man's  desires. 

II.  To  keep  them  clad  in  a  state  of 
tightness  and  neatness,  superior  to  what 
is  usual  even  in  the  improved  prisons. 

III.  To  keep  them  supplied  with  separate  • 
beds  and  beddipg,  competent  to  their  si- 
tuations, and   in  a  state  of   cleanliness 
scarcely  any  where  conjoined  with  liberty. 

IV.  To  insure  to  them  a  sufficient  supply 
of  artificial  warmth  and  light,  whenever 
the  season  renders  it  necessary,  and  there- 
by save  (he  necessity  of  taking  them  pre- 
maturely from  their  work  at  such  seasons 
(as  in  other  places)  as  well  as  preserving 
them  from  suffering  by  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather. 

V.  To  keep  constantly  from  them»  in 
conformity  to  the  practice  so  happily  re- 
ceived, every  kind  of  strong  and  spirituous 
liquor  unless  where  ordered  in  the  way  of 
medicine. 

VI.  To  maintain  them  in  a  state  of  in- 
violable, though  mitigated  seclusion,  ia 
assorted  companies,  without  any  of  those 
opportunities  of  promiscuous  association, 
which  in  other  places  disturb,  if  not  de- 
stroy, whatever  good  efiect  can  have 
been  expected  from  (/ccat^ional  soliiude. 

VII.  To  give  them  an  interest  in  their 
work,  by  allowing  them  a  share  in  the 
produce. 

VIII.  To  convert  the  prison  into  a  school, 
and,  by  an  extended  application  of  the 
principle  of  the  Sunday  schools,  to  return 
its  inhabitants  into  the  world  instructed  at 
least  as  well  aa  inordinary  schools,  in 
the  most  useful  branches  of  vulgar  learn- 
ing, as  well  as  in  some  trade  or  occupa- 
tion, whereby  they  may  afterwards  earn 
their  livelihood.  Extraordinary  culture 
of  extraordinary  talents  is  not,  in  this  point 
oT  view,  worth  mentioning ;  it  would  be 
for  his  own  advantage  to  give  them  every 
instruction,  by  which  the  valae  of  their 
labour  may  be  increased. 

IX.  To  pay  a  penal  sum  for  every  escape, 
with  or  without  any  default  of  his;  irre* 
sistible  violence  from  without  excepted; 
and  this  without  employing  irons  on  any 
occasion,  or  in  any  shape. 

X*  To  provide  them  with  spiritual  and 
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iD«dic»l  a8siatant«,coiisiMitly  IWiag  tn  the 
midfk  of  ihem,  jind  mcetttoUy  keeping 
tbem  III  view. 

XI.  To  ^y  a  sQm  of  money  for  every 
one  who  diet  under  his  care,  taking  there* 
by  upon  him  the  insurance  of  their  lives 
for  an  ordinary  premiam,  and  that  at  a 
rate  grounded  on  an  average  of  the  num- 
ber oi  deaths,  not  among  imprisoned  felons, 
but  among  persons  of  the  same  ages  in 
m  state  of  liberty  within  the  biil«  of  mor- 
tajiiy. 

XII.  To  lay  for  them  the  foundation- 
stone  of  a  provision  for  old  age,  upon  the 
plan  of  the  annuity  societies. 

Xlil.  To  insure  to  them  a  livelihood  at 
the  expiration  of  their  terms,  by  setting 
up  a  subsidiary  establishment,  into  which 
all  such  as  thought  proper  should  be  ad- 
mitted, and  in  which  they  would  be  con- 
tinued in  the  exercise  of  the  trades  in 
which  ihey  were  employed  during  their 
confinement,  without  any  further  expence 
to  government. 

XIV.  To  make  himself  personally  re- 
sponsible for  the  reformatory  efficacy  of 
his  management,  and  even  make  amends 
in  most  instances  for  any  accident  of  its 
failure,  .by  paying  a  sum  of  money  for 
every  prisQoer  convicted  of  a  felony  after 
his  discharge,  at  a  rate  increasing  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  years  he  bad  been 
under  the  proposer's  care  :  viz.  a  sum  not 
exceeding  10/.  if  the  prisoner  had  been  id 
the  penitentiary  fianopticon  one  year; 
not  exceeding  15/.,  if  two  years  ;  not  ex- 
ceeding 20/.,  if  three  years;  not  exceeding 
25/.  if  lour  years ;  not  exceeding  30/.,  if 
five  years  or  upwards;  such  sum  to  be 
paid  immediately  on  conviction,  and  to 
be  applied  to  the  indeniniiication  of  the 
persons  injured  by  such  subsequent  of- 
fence, and  to  be  equal  in  amount  to  the 
value  of  the  injury,  so  long  as  it  did  not 
exceed  the  sums  respectively  above  spe- 
cified. 

XV. — ^To  present  to  the  court  of  King's 
Bench,  on  a  certain  day  of  every  term» 
and  afterwards  print  and  publish,  at  his 
own  expence,  a  Report,  exhibiting  in  de- 
tail the  state,  not  only  moral  and  medical, 
but  economical,  of  the  establishment; 
shewjng  the  whole  profits,  -if  any,  and  in 
what  manner  they  arise ;  and  then  and 
there,  as  well  as  on  any  other  day,  upon 
summons  from  the  court,  to  make  answer 
to  all  such  questions  as  shall  be  put  to  him 
in  relation  thereto,  not  only  on  the  part  of 
the  court  or  officer  of  the  crown,  but  by 
leave  of  the  coart,  on  the  part  of  any  per- 


son whatsoever  ;  questions,  the  answer  to 
which  might  tend  to  subject  him  to  con- 
viction, though  it  were  for  a  capital 
crime,  not  excepted ;  treading  under  foot 
a  maxim,  invented  by  the  guilty  for  the 
benefit  of  ihe  guilty,  and  from  which 
none  but  the  guilty  ever  derived  any  ad* 
vantage. 

XV  I.— By  neatneu  and  cleanliness,  by 
diversity  of  employment,  by  variety  of 
contrivance,  and  above  all,  by  that  pecu- 
liarity of  construction,  which,  without  any 
unpleasant  or  hazardous  vicinity,  enables 
the  whole  establishment  to  be  inspected 
at  a  view,  from  a  commodious  anci  insu* 
iated  room  in  the  center,  the  prisoners  re- 
maining unconscious  of  their  being  thus 
observed,  itshould  be  his  study  .to  render 
it  a  spectacle  such  as  persons  of  all  classes 
would,  in  the  way  of  amusement,  be  cu« 
rious  to  partake  of;  and  that  not  only  on 
Sundays,  at  the  time  of  divine  service, 
but  on  ordinary  days,  at  meal  times  or 
times  of  work  :<— providing  thereby  a  sys* 
tern  of  superinteiidance,  universal,  an* 
chargeable,  and  uninterrupted,  the  most 
effectual  and  indestructible  of  all  seca* 
rities  against  abuse. 

Such  are  the  methods  that  have  occur* 
red  to  him  for  accomplishing  that  identi- 
fication of  "  interest  with  duty,"  the  ef* 
fectuating  of  which  in  the  person  of  the 
governor,  is  declared  to  be  one  of  the 
leading  objects  of  the  Penitentiary  Act.-^ 
[19  Geo.  3,  c.  74.] 

The  station  of  gaoler  is  not  in  common 
account  a  very  elevated  one;  the  addition 
of  contractor  has  not  much  tendency  to 
raise  it.  He  little  dreamt,  when  he  first 
launched  into  the  subject,  that  he  was  to 
become  a  suitor,  and  perhaps  in  vain,  for 
such  an  office.  But  inventions  unprac* 
tiscd  might  be  in  want  of  the  inventor: 
and  a  situation  thus  clipped  of  emolu- 
ments, while  it  was  loaded  with  obliga- 
tions, might  be  in  want  of  candidates. 
Peneiraied  therefore  with  the  importance 
of  the  end,  he  would  not  suffer  himself  to 
see  any  thing  unpleasant  or  discreditable 
in  the  means. 

Outline  qf  the  Plan  of  Construciion  alkded 
to  in  the  above  l*roposal. 

The  building  circular — an  iron  cage, 
glased — a  glass  lantern,  about  the  size  of 
Ranelagh— the  prisoners,  in  their  cells» 
occupying  the  circumference«^be  *  offi* 
cers,  governors,  chaplain,  surgeon,  &c« 
the  center. 

By  blinds  and  other  contrivances,  the 
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iaspectori  conceafed  (except  in  •§  far  at 
thej  think  lit  to  sliefr  ihemselTes)  from 
the  observation  of  the  prisoners:  hence 
llie  sentiment  of  a  sort  of  invisible  omni*- 
presence. — ^The  whole  circuit  reviewable, 
with  little,  or«  if  necessary^  without  any 
•bange  of  place. 
\  One  station  in  the  inspection  part  af- 
fording the  roost  perfect  view  of  every 
celli  and  every  part  of  every  cell«  unless 
where  a  screen  is  thought  fit  occasionally 
and  purposely  to  be  interp6sed. 

Against  fire  (if  under  a  system  of  con* 
atant  and  universal  inspection  any  such 
accident  could  be  to  be  apprehended)  a 
pipe,  terminating  in  a  flexible  hose,  Cor 
bringing  the  water  down  into  the  central 
inspection  room,  from  acistern  of  a  height 
sufficient  to  force  it  up  again  by  its  own 
pressure,  on  the  mere  turning  of  a  cock, 
and  spread  it  thus  over  any  part  within 
the  building. 

For  visitors,  at  the  time  of  divine  ser- 
vice, an  annular  gallery,  rising  from  a 
floor  laid  immediately  on  the  ceiling  of 
the  central  inspection^room,  and  disclosed 
to  view  by  the  descent  of  a  central  dome, 
the  superior  surface  of  which  serves,  after 
descent,  for  the  reception  of  ministers, 
clerk,  and  a  select  part  of  the  auditory : 
the  prisoners  all  round,  brought  forward, 
within  perfect  view  and  hearing  of  the  mi* 
nieters,  to  the  front  of  their  respective  cells. 

Solitude,  or  limited  seclusion, /id /t^ifttm. 
—But,  unless  for  punishment,  limited-se* 


cltaii4fti  in  assorted  compantMi  is  prefer* 
red^^an  arrangesnent  upon  this  plaa 
alone  exempt  from  danger.  The  degree 
of  seeludion  fixed  upon  may  be  preserved 
in  all  places,  ^and  at  all  times,  inviolate. 
Hitherto,  where  solitude  has  been  suaned 
^t,  some  of  its  chief  purposes  have  been 
frustrated  by  occasional  associatiooa. 

The  approach^  one  only-*gates  opening 
into  a  wailed  avenue  cut  through  the  area. 
Hence  no  strangers  near  the  bailding 
without  leave,  not  without  being  aurreyed 
from  it  as  they  pass,  nor  without  being 
known  to  come  on  purpose.  The  gates 
of  open  work,  to  expose  hostile  mobs; 
on  the  other  side  of  the  road,  a  wall  with 
a  branch  of  the  road  behind,  to  shelter 
peaceable  passengers  from  the  fire  of  the 
building.  A  mode  of  fortification  like 
this*  if  practicable  ki  a  city,  would  have 
saved  the  London  prisons,  and  prevented 
the  unpopular  accidents  in  St.  George's 
fields. 

The  surrounding  wall  itself  aurronnded 
by  an  open  palisade,  which  serves  as  a 
fence  to  the  grounds  on  the  other  side; 
except  on  the  side  of  the  approach,  no 
pablic  path  by  that  fence.  A  sentinei's 
walk  between,  on  which  no  one  else  can 
set  foot  without  forcing  the  fence,  and 
declaring  himself  a  trespasser  at  least,  if 
not  an  enemy.  To  the  four  walls,  four 
such  walks  flajnking  and  creating  each 
other  at  the  ends.  Thus  each  sentinel 
has  two  to  check  hiaa. 


SfiCOND  Report  from  the  Committee  on  the  Laws  relatikq  to  Pehu 
TENTIARY  HousEs. — Ordered,  by  the  Howe  of  Cemmons,  io  be  printed, 

lOih  June,  ISli. 


The  Committee  appointed  to  'consider  of 
the  expediency  of  erecting  a  Peni- 
tentiary Houst,  or  Penitentiarv 
Houses,  under  the  acts  of  the  34pth  and 
19th  of  his  present  Majesty ;  and,  in 
case  the  adoption  of  thb  measure  now 
referred  to  their  consideration,  should 
appear  to  them  to  be  for  the  advantage 
of  the  public,  to  report  whether  any 
additional  legislative  provisions  will 
"be  wanted  for  that  purpose  ;  and,  what 
number  of  persons  such  Penitentiary 
House,  or  Penitentiary  Houses  should, 
in  their  judgment,  be  calculated  to  re- 
ceive, together  with  any  observations, 
which  they  may  deem  nsaterial  upon 
the  subject  ^  their  enquiry ;— and 
who  were  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  effects^  which  have  heen  produced 


by  the  punishment  of  transportation  to 
New  South  Wates«  and  or  imprison* 
ment  on  board  the  Hulks  ^  and  were 
empowered  to  roport  their  observations 
and  opinion  thereupon  from  time  te 
time  to  the  House ;—— Have  further 
considered  the  matters  to  them  re* 
ferred,  and  agreed  upon  the  fblk>wing 
Repoht  : 

Your  Committee  having  received  the 
Cbllowing  Letter  from  Jeremy  Benthan, 
esq.,  since  their  former  Report  waa  mtde 
to  the  Hoase>  have  thought  it  their  duty 
to  submit  the  same  to  the  coasideratiea 
of  the  Hoaae ;  although  the  observations 
therein  contained,  have  not  made  any  dt^ 
ferenea  im  their  epiaien,  upon  the  matters 
referfed  to  %hem« 

10  June  leil. 
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£Corrected  Qopy,  rtcei?ed  the  10th  Jue 

l»|].]    Dated 
Qtieeo't-iqaftre  Place*  Westmuitter* 
6th  May  181 1. 

Sir;  Underttandiog  at  different  timet, 
from  diflerent  gentlemeo,  members  of  the 
Committee,  that  In  calling  me  before  Ibem, 
Che  object  of  the  Committee  hat  been— » 
oot  merely  to  tcratiniae  into  the  contract 
to  ^hich  I  am  a  party>  bot  alto,  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  their  judgment  con- 
c:eming  the  most  eJigible  mode  of  diapo- 
aing  of  such  part  of  the  convict  population 
of  the  coootry,  at  it  may  not  be  thought 
fit  to  confine  in  Hulkt  or  employ  in  colo- 
nizing, to  collect  any  such  information  at, 
in  any  shape,  I  might  be  found  capable 
of  aiFordiog*^!  take  the  liberty  of  tubmit-> 
ting  in  thit  mode,  to  your  contideration 
and  that  of  the  Committee,  a  few  tugget- 
tiont  on  the  subject  of  the  country  con* 
▼ictt. 

For  tttch  of  the  convictt,  whose  con- 
viction thall  have  taken  place  in  London 
or  Middletex,  with  or  without  the  addi- 
tion of  a  few  other  counties  nearly  con- 
tigooos  to  the  Metropolis,  such  as  those 
for  inttance  which  are  comprized  in  the 
home  circuit,  the  provition  made  by  the 
ezitting  contract  may,  it  seems  to  be  sup* 
posed,  tuffice. 

On  thit  tupposition,  what,  in  tome  mode 
or  other  of  the  Penitentiary  plan,  remains 
to  be  provided  for,  it«— that  as  yet  inde- 
finite part  of  the  conyict  population, 
which  may  be  expected  to  be  uirnished 
by  the  more  or  less  distant  counties :— say, 
for  example,  the  five  remaining  circuits. 

For  this  large  remnant  of  that  popula- 
tion the  question  then  is^What  is  the  best 
mode? 

To  thit  quettion  the  answer '  presents 
three  opCions-^ 

U  Panopticons  in  the  Metropolis,  over 
and  above  the  one  supposed  to  K<f  deter- 
mined upon :  via.  in  number,  one  at  least, 
and  at  many  more,  if  any,  at  the  number 
of  cottvtctt  to  be  provided  for  shall  btf 
deemed  to  require. 

2,  Fsnopticont,  upon  an  equal  scale, 
and  eonaeqoently  in  equal  number,  in  the 
country.  These  two  plans  belong  alike 
to  what,  for  distinction  take,  I  would  beg 
leave  to  call  the  open  mode  upon  a  large 
scale. 

3.  Penitentiary  bouses,  in  the  existing 
mode,  one  in  and  for  each  county ;  or,  in 
such  cases  in  which  the  convict  population 
afibrdcd  by  a  single  coimty  wonld  be  ma- 
aifeallyloo  small,  ono  in  each  aggregate 
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of  contiguous  conntieSf  to  be  associated 
together  for  the  purpose. 

This  last  mode  I  would  beg  leave  to  dis«» 
tinguisb  by  the  appellation  of  the  closo 
mode  upon  a  small  scale. 

As  to  the  question  between  the  opeo 
niode.upon  a  large  scalo— via.  the  Panop* 
ticon  mode  upon  the  Panopticon  scale-^ 
and  the  close  mode  upon  a  small  scale«-«- 
my  opinion  has  been  already  submitted^ 
aud  not  my  opinion  only,  but  the  consi* 
derations,  or  the  ground  on  which  it  was 
formed. 

Management,  in  every  imaginable  pointy 
better ;  expence  less :— in  these  few  worda 
all  those  considerationt  will  be  fouud  com« 
prized. 

On  the  question  between  panopticons 
all  in  the  metropolis,  and  panopticont  one 
in  the  metropolit  and  others  in  the  coun* 
try,  (in  each  cate  in  the  open  mode  upon 
the  large  tcale)  neither  are  the  points  of 
dittinction  to  manifett,  nor  the  importanca 
of  them  so  great. 

On  the  whole,  however,  the  result  off 
my  enquiry  is— 4hat  panopticons  all  ia 
the  metropolis  present  a  decided .  title  to 
preference* 

What  presents  itself  to'  me  as  the  prin* 
cipal  reason  is,  that  the  metropolis  affi>rda 
beyond  comparison  the  best  public.  Here 
whatsoever  matter  proper  for  consideration 
comes  into  existence,  is,  with  the  minimum 
of  trouble,  brought  instantaneously  to  the 
ear,  laid  open  even  to  the  inspection  of 
the  eye,  of  the  whole  body  of  constituted 
authorities:  of  the  members  of  the  admi- 
nistration, of  the  immediately  superin- 
tending judicial  authority:  of  every  mem- 
ber of  the  legislature. 

Not  that  objections  are  altogether  want- 
ing: but  neither  fi'om  report  nor  from 
imagination,  have  1  been  able  to  collect 
any,  the  united  force  of  which  seems  su£» 
ficient  to  constitute  a  preponderant  one. 

1.  Danger  to  the  metropolis,  from  forci- 
ble and  general  eruption^  increased. 

2.  Inordinate  accumulation  of  convicts 
for  whom  provision  may  be  to  be  made 
atier  discharge. 

S;  Remoteness  of  the  convicts  from  their 
respectiye  desired  abodes,  at  the  time  of 
their  discitarge. 

4.  Inordinate  expence  of  convening  the 
convicts  from  the  place  of  conviction  to 
the  place  of  punishment. 

5.  Supposed  unsuiubleness  of  the  fund, 
upon  wticb,  on  this  plan,  the  expence  of 
maintenance,  witl^  or  without  the  expence 
of  conveyance,  would  be  to  be  charged. 
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These  tre  all  the  objection!  whick  I 
have  been  able  to  discover  :  and  to  these  I 
proceed  to  submit  ftuch  answers  as  the 
natare  of  the  casr  has  suggested. 

I.  Objection  1.  Danger  of  general  and 
forcible  eruption.  Answer.  In  my  own 
particular  it  will  readily  enough  be  con« 
ceivedy  considering  the  peculiar  guards 
which  the  peculiariti^fs  of  the  Panopticon 
plan  provides,  this  danger  cannot  appear 
very  considerable  in  either  case. 

But,  if  it  be  considerable^  the  metropolis 
is  the  spot  in  which  it  should  naturally 
appear  muchuless  considerable  than  in  any 
other  place  :  in  any  other  town  or  towns 
a£  least,  to  which,  otherwise,  this  part  of 
the  convict  population  would  be  to  be 
consigned. 

Milbank  and  Tothil!  Fields  being,  by 
the-  supposition,  the  spot  fixed  upon 
already  for  one  panopticon,  I  see  not 
what  should  hinder  its  being  made  to  re- 
ceive as  many  others  as  can  be  required. 

Within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  Tothill 
Fields  is  constantly  stationed  a  body  of 
regular  troops,  to  the  amount  of  some 
thousands :  the  distance,  so  small,  that,  in 
case  of  commotion,  communication  might 
be  made  by  signals  of  both  sorts :  signals 
not  only  to  the  ear,  but  even  to  the  eye, 
if  an  apparatus  to  that  efiect  were  thought 
fit  to  l>e  provided. 

In  Tothill  Fields,  at  one  end  of  Roches- 
ter Row,  stands,  and  has  stood  for  (I  think 
h  is)  about  eight  or  ten  years,  a  military 
infirmary,  in  which  is  constantly  stationed 
a  military  guard,  consisting,  as  I  have  just 
been  informed  on  the  spot,  of  nine  soldiers. 
On  one  side,  the  waste  called  Tothill 
Fields  has.  for  its  boundary  this  Rochester 
Bow,  on  the  opposite  side  the  parcel  of 
ground  already  purchased  for  the  Panop* 
ticon  Penitentiary  House.  On  no  part 
of  this  ground  is  there  any  building  but 
what  may  at  present  be  actually  seen  from 
the  infirmary  just  mentioned,  and  by  the 
guard  there  stationed. 

On  a  subject  so .  plain  I  should  never 
have  thought  of  troubling  the  Committee 
with  so  many  words,  but  for  the  recollec- 
tion, that  some  18  or  19  years  ago,  at  ihe 
commencement  of  my  negociations,  to  an 
observation  of  mine  pointing  to  ihe  mili- 
tary force  in  the  Park  as  an  obvious  source 
of  security,  the  answer  returned,  by  a  gen- 
tleman then  in  office,  was  an  inexorable 
negative.  What  the  objections  were,  I 
enquired  in  vain  :  with  tho  gentleman 
himself  they  did  net  ori^nate.  Be  tbev 
what  they  may,  they  would  now  be  founds 
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I  Ibould  hope,  no  longer  in  existence.  If 
the  Panopticon  conuined  within  ita  lodge 
an  acting  magistrate,  this  military  «^anJ, 
being  actually  in  his  view,  would,  on  any 
such  occasion  as  that  in  question,  be  ac* 
tually  under  his  command.  I  mean  by 
Gomroon  law,  to  which  no  order  finoai  any 
war  office,  would,  I  presume,  be^oppoaed. 

By   the    constant  sight  of   a    simiiar 
guard,    stationed,  if  thought  neceasanr. 
close  to  the  spot ;  for  example,   three  or 
four  at  the  entrance  into   the  Panopti- 
con ground  through   the    walled  avenoe 
that  leads  to  the  house,— -two  or  three  at 
each  of  the  two  elevated  watch  houses, 
which  command  each  of  them,  by  night 
as  well  as  by  day,  the  inside  as  well  as 
the  outside  of  two  of  the  four  surround- 
ing walls,*— by  the  constant  sight  of  this 
small  guard,  coupled  with  the  knowledge  of 
the  arrangements  that  might  so  easily  be 
made    for   instantaneous   communication 
with  the  great  body  stationed  in  the  neigh- 
bouring park,  it  would  be  extraordinary 
indeed,  if  in  the  imagination  of  the  most 
refractory  prisoner,  all  chance  of  success 
in  any  such  attempt,  woald  not  be  render- 
ed hopeless,— manifestly  as  well  as  con- 
stantly  hopeless.      Further  observations 
on  this  head,  may  be  seen  in  Panopticon 
Postscript,  part  2,  §  15.  pp.  from  201  to 
208. 

Against  every  danger  of  this  sort,  such 
are  the  means  of  security  ifiorded  by  the 
metropolis  in  general,  but  in  a  more  par- 
ticular degree  by  the  particular  spot  in 
question.  In  any  of. the  provincial  si- 
tuations, what  security  comparable  to 
this,  could  be  af{brd6d  ?  and  that  too,  as  in 
this  case,  vrithout  any  special  allotneni 
of  military  force  for  this  particular  par- 
pose? 

True  it  is, that  spite  of  military  guards 
French  and  other  prisoners  of  war  have, 
from  time  to  time,  and*  but  too  often,  and 
in  too  great  numbers,  contrived  to  make 
their  escape. 

But,  against  the  escape  of  convict  pri- 
soners, the  Panopticon  plan  presents  se-  • 
curitiet  in  abundance,  few  of  which,  if 
any,  would  (I  believe)  be  found  empbyed 
on  any  existing  plan,  in  the  case  of  fo- 
reign prisoners. 

1.  Uniform  conspicuously  distinctive. 

2.  Close  dress,  in  which  the  conceal- 
ment of  any  weapon  suited  to  the  purpose 
of  oSence  or  defence,  would  be  imprae- 
ticable. 

5.  Mark,  by  which  on  the  mere  bariag 
the  habitually  covered  arm,  (the  other 
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b«iiig  habitually  uncovered)  the  condiiioo 
of  the  person  in  question  ;  viz.  the  fact  of 
kls  beinfi  a  person,  belonging,  in  the  cha* 
raoter  of  a  prisoner,  to  ihe  prison  in  ques* 
tioo,  would,  for  weeks  at  laast  after  escape, 
be  manifested. 

4.  Constant  division  of  the  prisoners 
iniQ  small,  and  those  assorted  companies. 

5*  The  prisoners  rendered  distinguish- 
able at  a  distance,  each  of  them  by  a 
Dumber,  marked  upon  his  clothing  at  the 
back  and  at  the  breast. 

0.  No  outlet  for  the  prisoners  into  the 
enclosed  area,  but  through  a  passage  com* 
manded  bv  a  guard  ;  and  so  narrow,  that 
no  more  tnan  one  can  make  his  exit  at  a 
time,  nor  then  but  under  a  horizontal  bar, 
so  stationed,  as,  by  obliging  each  person 
to  Sloop,  to  render  impossible  any  acquisi- 
tion of  conjunct  force  by  running. 

7.  Light  kept  constantly  thrown,  by 
night  as  well  as  by  day,  not  only  upon 
every  spot  to  which  the  prisoners  have 
access  within  the  prison,  but  upon  the 
whole  surface  of  the  four  surrounding 
walls. 

8.* For  the  purpose  of  inspection,  eyes 
in  considerable  numbers  constantly  avail- 
ing themselves  of  that  light:  viz.  some  in 
the  centre  as  well  as  other  parts  of  the  cir- 
cularly polygonal  building  within  the 
walls,  others  stationed  in  the  commanding 
watch-houses  above  mentioned,  on  the  out- 
side of,  and  in  part  above,  those  walls. 

9«  On  the  top  of  the  walls  all  round,  a 
range  of  spikes,  iron  or  wooden^  of  such 
^liebtness,  thai,  in  the  attempt  to  set  a 
ladder  against  them  or  throw  a  rope  over 
them  to  get  op  by,  they  would  give  way 
and  break,  and  in  either  case  strike  against 
a  range  of  wires,  by  which  a  nomoer  of 
bells  would  be  set  a  ringing. 

1 0.  A  conversation- tube  from  the  cen- 
tral lodge  to  each  of  the  exterior  guards 
houses. 

1 1.  On  the  outside  of  each  of  the  sur- 
rooading  walls,  a  ditch,  the  water  of  which 
woold,  on  any  attempt  to  undermine  the 
cootignons  wall,  inundate  the  miners, 
and  while  it  betrayed  their  operations, 
render  an  exit,  if  not  absolutely  imprao- 
ticable«  at  least  impracticable  without  such 
noise  aa  would  give  abundant  warning  to 
the  goard- house. 

12.  To  each  such  aoard-hoose,  a  dog 
or  dogs,  of  the  sort  of  those  which  in  the 
ni^ht  are  set  a  barking  by  any  the  least 
Mise, 

in  the  eyes  of  the  Committee  the  enu* 
meraiion  of  these  sevtral  rcaourcos  nay 
(VOL  XX.J 
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be  perhaps  the  more  pardonable,  if  they 
should  appear,  any  or  them,  capable  of 
being  applied  with  advantage  to  the  giving 
additional  security  to  those  modes  otcbo- 
finement  of  which  in  the  present  state  of 
things  the  inefficiency  has  so  irequentjy 
been  seen  to  betray  itself. 

To  such  of  the  convicts  as  it  might  be 
thought  fit  to  give  employment  to  in  the 
panopticon  ground  at  large,  and  thenca 
without  the  limits  of  the  enclosed  area» 
true  it  is,  that  no  more  than  a  part  of  the 
above  securities,  nor  that  the  most  consi* 
derable  part,  would  be  found  applicable* 

But  considering,  that  the  time  of  day- 
light would  be  the  only  time  at  which  the 
demand  or  use  for  any  such  employment 
would  present  itself;  considering  that  ia  * 
fact,  (9n  the  many  public  works  on  which 
convicts  have  now  tor  so  many  years  been 
employed,  they  have  been  employed  in 
large  numbers,  and  {as  supposec)  without 
any  particular  means  of  selection  or  anxiety 
on  that  head,  and  that  too  under  slight 
guard,  and  yet,  at  those  times  at  least, 
without  any  instances,  I  believe,  of  escape; 
considering,  that  the  passion  by  which 


prisoner  is  prompted  to  seek,  oy  violent 
means  and  at  the  hazard  of  his  life,  a  re- 
lief from  durance,  is  not  likely  to  be  found 
in  equal  strength  in  the  breast  of  every 
individual  member,  of  a  society  so  nume- 
rous and  so  miscellaneous,  the  members  of 
which  may,  with  less  danger  of  injustice 
than  any  where  ehe,  be  rendered  respon* 
sible  for  each  other ;  considering,  that  in 
the  mode  of  treatment  which  is  essential 
to  a  system  of  commercial  operation  oon« 
ducted  upon  the  pjan  in  question,  there  is 
nothing  tnai  seems  to  present  a  probability 
of  its  being  productive. of  any  exertion 
more  violent  and  desperate  than  in  the 
case  of  a  prison  upon  any  of  the  ordi- 
nary plans :  all  these  things  considered, 
the  conclusion  may,  it  is  hoped,  be,  that 
in  a  case  where  by  any  failure  of  human 
prudence  the  party  failing  would,  as  in 
the  present  case,  be  in  so  many  shapes 
and  in  so  high  a  degree  a  sufferer,  that 
same  human  prndence,  on  which,  in  spite 
of  all  possible  securities  of  every  other 
kind,  reliance  must  in  every  case  be  placed^ 
is  not,  in  the  present  case,  to  be  considered 
as  destitute  of  all  claim  to  that  sort  and 
degree  of  confidence,  which  is  so  unavoid- 
ably bestowed  upon  it  in  all  other  cases. 

To  make  use  of  every  one  of  these  se- 
curities, at  all  events,  and  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, without  any  exception  in  any 
case,  is  more  than  I  see.  any  necesuty  it 
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pledging  myself  for;  nor  jet  do  tbcjr 
constitute  a  complete  list  of  all  the  securi- 
ties, to  which  it  might  eTentaally  happen 
to  me  to  have  recourse.  Many  of  them- 
will  be  attended  with  an  expence  which, 
if  incurred  without  necessity,  would  be  so 
much  waste ;  but  for  which  the  justification, 
as  well  on  the  score  of  necessity  as  of  good 
economy,  will  be  the  more  complete,  the 
larger  the  scale  is  on  which  the  establish- 
ment is  conducted. 

The  faculty  by  which  these  securities 
were  devised,  will  not,  I  presume,  be  con- 
sidered as  putting  an  exclusion  upon  the 
kindred  faculty,  by  which  the  decision  «ou 
the  question,  bow  many  and  which  of 
them  to  employ,  will  from  time  to  time  be 
to  be  pronounced. 

I  proceed  with  the  objections. 

II.  Objection  2nd.  Inordinate  accumu- 
lation of  convicts  for  whom  provision  may 
be  to  be  made  after  discharge. 

Answer.  Upon  the  Panopticon  plan, 
there  will  be  the  subsidiary  establishment, 
open  to  as  many  as  may  choose  to  take 
the  benefit  of  it.  Some  will,  some  will 
not ;  but,  whatever  may  be  the  proportion 
of  the  one  number  to  the  other,  and  what- 
ever may  be  the  sum  of  the  two  numbers, 
the  exclusive  choice  of  the  Metropolis 
does  not,  to  my  apprehension,  present  it- 
self in  the  shape  of  an  inconvenience. 

In  the  character  of  a  reservoir  for  the 
influx  in  question,  the  option  4ies  between 
the  metropolis  and  some  country  town : 
some  other  town  within  the  circuits  of 
South  Britain.  The  metropolis  will«  it  is 
true,  already  have  to  provide  for  the  influx 
from  its  own  Panopticon.  But,  taking 
^into  the  account  the  magnitude  of  the 
influx  in  both  cases,  compare  the  magni- 
tude of  the  mass  of  population  into  which 
the  influx  will  have  to  discharge  itself  in 
this  case ;  (say  in  round  numbers  a  million) 
with  the  magnitude  of  the  largest  mass 
into  which  it  can  be  set  to  discharge  itself 
In  the  case  of  any  other  such  town ;  say 
80,000:  by  this  comparison,  all  apprehen- 
sion on  this  score  will.  It  should  seem,  be 
dissipated. 

111.  Objection  3rd.  Remoteness  of  the 
convicts  from  thetr  ret^pective  desired 
abodes,  at  the  time  of  thtir  discharge. 

Answer  I.  Merely  for  the  purpose  of 
facilitating,  on  the  part  of  prisoners  after 
their  discharge,  the  return  to  their  places 
of  birth  or  subsequent  settlement,  in  the 
open  mode  on  the  iarga  scale,  it  would 
hardly,  I  presume,  be  deemed  worth  while 
••  much  as  to  build  one  additional  I^op- 
iif  en  at  abOTf^  uoi^  ^^^  u  in  tbi  oloie 
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mode  upon  the  small  scale,  to  eseatbKsb, 
in  each  county  or  set  of  associated  coon* 
ties,  a  Penitentiary  House  or  improTed 
prison,  on  any  other  plan  or  plans.  On 
this  occasion,  the  object  ultimately  and 
intrinsically  aimed  at,  would  be,  I  sup- 
pose, not  the  birth-place  of  eacch  person, 
jior  yet  his  place  of  last  settlement  as  sach, 
but  the  place,  wherever  it  were^  of  hii 
choice.  But,  take  either  of  those  placet 
of  presumed  preference,  the  stain  apon  lui 
character  considered,  it  might  not  lea 
probably  be  the  spot,  that,  of  all  others. 
he  would  be  the  most  averse,  tfaaa  that 
which  he  would  be  most  desirous*  to  fix 
U]>on  for  his  residence. 

2.  The  subsidiary  establishment*  which, 
under  the  Panopticon  plan,  the  ^ovemsr 
would  stand  bound  to  provide  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  provision  for.  all  sach  as 
chose  to  accept  of  it,  has  for  its  basis  the 
supposed  non-existence  of  any  such  place 
of  former  abode,  or  the  unwillingness  to 
fix  in  it :  and  the  least  that  this  proTisioo 
does  is,  to  remove  from  the  gnnmcl  ef 
necessity  to  that  of  mere  inclination*  the 
demand  for  means  of  conveyance  to  any 
other  spot.        ^ 

5.  Whatsoever  be,  in  preference  to 
employment  in  the  above-mentioned  soh- 
sidiary  establishment,  the  object  of  each 
man's  desire,  that  portion  of  the  earnings 
of  his  whole  term,  which  by  the  contract 
is  secured  to  him,  must  be  small  indeed, 
if  it  does  not  afi[brd  him  ample  means  of 
gratifying  such  desire. 

4.  if  after  all,  it  were  deemed  nece^ 
sary,  that  to  each  such  discharged  conTict 
means  of  conveyance  to  the  place  of  bis 
choice,  whatever  it  be,  should  be  aflbrded 
at  the  public  charge,  a  mode  beyond  com* 
parison  less  expensive,  than  providioff, 
though  it  were  no  more  than  a  sinffTs 
prison,  in  this  sole  view,  would  be  uc 
putting  into  his  pocket  a  sum  of  money, 
under  the  expectation  of  its  being  applied 
to  this  purpose.  But,  as  the  ascertaining, 
upon  any  satisfactory  evidence,  the  spot 
really  desired,  would  be  plainly  impossi- 
ble, the  spot  assumed  could  be  no  other 
than  the  spot  most  distant  from  the  Peni- 
tentiary House  in  question,  for,  as  that 
most  distant  spot  is  the  spot  that  would 
command  most  money,  that  would^  of 
course  be  the  declared  spot  of  each  man's 
choice. 

But  even  this  maximum — ^meaning  the 
annual  sum  of  all  these  maximums— ^would 
be  a  trifle,  in  comparison  of  the  expense 
of  an  additional  prieoo,  to  be  built  and 
kepi  up  on  p«post»    As  to  cooTeyaacei 
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^b«  meaiif  of  tooo-motiott  dortTed  by  each 
mAn  from  the  bounty  of  nature,  would  for 
tills  purpose  be,  1  presume,  regarded  as 
sufficient:  of  the  maximum  in  qoeBiion, 
tlie  ezpence  would  therefore  be  neither 
more  nor  less,  than  the  supposed  neces* 
sary  expense  of  subsistence,  during  a 
joamey  be^un,  continued,  and  ended,  in 
the  pedestrian  mode. 

IV.  Objection  4th.  Inordinate  expence 
of  conYeying  the  convicts  from  the  place 
of  conviction  to  the  place  of  punishment. 

Answer.    Supposing  the  convicts  to  be 
oonveyed  from  the  several   Assize   and 
Qaarter  Session  towns  to  the  metropolis* 
the  expence  fit  must  be  acknowledged) 
could  not  but  be  greater,  than  it  would  be, 
tipon  the  supposition  of  a  plurality  of  Pa- 
nopticons, of  which,  the  number  being 
determined  by  the  largeness  of  the  scale, 
the  litoations  should  be  exclusively  adapt- 
ed  to  this  one  purpose :  say  one  allotted 
to  each  of  three  points  of  the  compass — 
cast,  north,  and  west.    Bot-^ 

1.  Suppose^  that  tn  addition  to  the  one 
London  Panopticon,  only  two  such  coun- 
try  receptacles  were  required^— place 
these  two  in  any  two  of  the  three  above* 
mentioned  points  of  the  compass,  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  third, — in  the  east  and 
north  only— or  in  the  east  and  west  only 
»-or  in  the  west  and  north  only,— it  seems 
queational^le  whether  any  such  saving  as 
•opposed*  even  to  any  the  ^  minutest 
amoont,  would  really  take  place. 

S.  Even  supposing  each  of  those'  three 
•  points  of  the  compass  to  have  iu  Panop- 
ticen,  and  thence,  in  respect  of  length  of 
journeys  and  magnitude  of  travelling  ex- 
penoeSf  a  corresponding  saving  produced, 
the  advantage  produced  on  this  score 
woqld,  on  calculation,  be  found  (I  am  in- 
clined to  think)  so  small,  as  to  go  but  a 
Tcry  little  way  towards  counteracting  the 
disMlvantage  already  indicated  as  having 
place,  on  the  more  important  score,  above 


Being,  as  to  a  more  or  less  considerable 
portion  of  it,  unavoidable,  we  have  here 
an  ecpence  which  as  to  so  much  cannot 
be  saved.  But  that  which  may  be  done, 
and  in  point  of  justice  (it  should  seem) 
ought  to  be  done,  is,  to  equalise  it :— to 
equalise  it,  I  mean,  in  such  sort  that  upon 
a  county^  the  Assize  or  Quarter  Session 
town  of  which  is  more  distant  than  that  of 
another  county  from  the  place  of  perma- 
neot  GonfineoMnt,  man  for  man,  the  bur- 
then of  GonTeyance  may  not,  on  that  ac- 
eomitp  be  rendered,  or  lefk  to  be«  the  hea- 
vier, in  its  pressure  on  the  first  mentioned 
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county,  vis.  in.  the  proportion  of  the 
distance. 

Now  as  to  the  mode  of  equalization.  On 
the  contract  plan,  whosoever  carries  on  the 
management  of  that  Panopticon  recepta- 
cle wbi<!h  is  the  common  reservoir  for  the 
convicts  of  all  the  several  counties  in 
question,  in  his  contract  it  might  be  made 
a  condition,  that,  for  a  sum  certain,  he 
should  take  upon  him  the  conveyance  of 
the  convicts  from  all  the  several  Assize, 
towns  and  Quarter  Session  towns  in  the 
district: — for  which  purpose,  an  average 
would  of  course  be  taken^^viz.  by  taking 
the  sum  of  the  distances,  and  dividmg  it 
by  the  number  of  the  towns :— charge  of 
conveyance,  so  much  per  mile. 

V.  Objection  5th.  Supposed  unsuit- 
ableness  of  the  fund,  upon  which,  on  this 
plan,  the  expence  of  maintenance,  with  or 
without  the  expence  of  conveyance,  would 
be  to  be  charged. 

To  this  objection  two  answers  present 
themselves : 

I.  That,  for  the  expence  in  question, 
the  fund  in  question  is  not  an  unsuitable 
one :  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  more  suit- 
able one,  than  the  fund  upon  which  it 
would,  in  the  other  case,  be  charged. 

II.  That,  supposing  the  rival  fund  a 
more  suitable  one.  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  transferring  the  expence  to 
that  rival  fund. 

I.  First  then,  the  proposed  fund  is  not 
an  unsuitable  one. 

1.  The  proposed  is  the  common  national 
fund.  It  is  the  same  fund,  on  which  the 
expence  is  charged,  in  the  instance  of  all 
that  portmn  of  the  convict  population 
which  is  sent  to  colonize.  It  is  the  same 
fund,  on  which  the  expence  is  charged,  in 
the  instance  of  all  that  portion  of  the  same 
population  which  is  consigned  to  the  hulks. 

If,  as  yet,  of  that  portion  which  has  hi- 
therto been  consigned  to  prisons,— -to  im« 
proved  or  not  improved  prisons,— 4ba  ex- 
pence  has  hitherto  been  charged  on  the 
counties,  that  is  en  the  contributors  to  the 
poor  rates,  the  disposition  thns  made,  had» 
I  should  suppose,  for  its  cause,^not  aojr 
such  opinion,  as  that  the  poor  rates  consti- 
tnted  a  fond  more  suitable  than  the  na* 
tional  fund,  but  merely  this  circumstance, 
viz.  that  the  poor  rates  of  each  county 
constituted  the  only  fond,  out  of  which  it 
was  possible  to  obtain  money  for  defray* 
ing  the  expence  of  the  sort  of  prison  in 
question ;— viz.  a  prison  situate  within  the 
county,  and  appropriated  to  the  use  of 
that  coimty,  to  the  exclusion  of  every 
other  part  of  the  kingdom* 
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To  save  the  trooble  and  responsrbility 
of  making  provisionj,  at  the  charge  of  the 
national  fand^  for  an  expendilure  to  a  cer- 
tain amount,  a  public  man  would  hardly, 
I  should  suppose,  be  desirous  of  imposing 
upon  this  or  that  class  of  his  feliovir-sub- 
jects,  such  as  the  contributors  to  the  poor 
rates,  an  ezpence  for  example  of  double 
that  amount. 

But  my  calculation  as  well  as  my  ex* 
pectations  will  have  greally  indeed  de- 
ceived me,  should  the  difierence  in  point 
of  expence  between  the  open  mode  upon  a 
large  scale,  and  the  close  mode  upon  a 
unall  scale,  turn  out  to  be  as  little  as  to 
tne  amount  of  two  to  one  to  the  disadvan- 
tage of  the  small  scale. 

In  the  case  of  poor  houses,  in  the  tract 
entitled  Pauper  Management  improved, 
&c«  published  in  Young's  Annals  of  Agri- 
culture, in  p.  43,  may  be  seen  a  calcula- 
tion, made  by  a  professional  and  official 
hand,  in  which,  under  the  head  of  con- 
struction, for  a  system  of  poor  bouses  on 
that  small  scale  which  then  was  and  ac- 
tually is  in  practice  in  the  Suffolk  poor 
houses,  the  expence  for  all  England  being 
10,275,250/.  money  of  that  time,  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  central  inspection  plan,  on 
the  scale  of  2,000  inhabitants  to  a  house, 
IS  stated  at  no  more* than  2,357,000/.; 
considerably  lest  than  a  fourth  pari;— 
amount  of  savinsA  7,918,250:— and  npon 
the  official  establishment,    (an  anmially 
recurring  expence)  the  amount  of  the  an- 
nual saving  is  therein  stated  at  408,131/. 
5s.— ditto  multiplied  by  20  (to  bring  it, 
like    the    other    expence,   to  principal 
money)  8,162,625.— Number  of  persons 
maintained  in  each  such  supposed  Panop* 
ticon  poor  house,  2,000 :  being  the  exact 
number  of  the  persons  for  whom,  in  the 
charaQter  of  prisoners,  above  eleven  years 
ago,  viz.  on  the  25th  of  March  1800,  as 
stated  in  a  former  letter  of  mine  now  ly- 
ing before  the  Committee^  I  was  ordered 
to  prepare. 

This  is  the  cave  of  poor  houses  i  and, 
both  being  on  the  Panopticon  plan,  so  far 
as  concerns  the  influence  of  magnitude  of 
scale  upon  expence,  no  difference  will  be 
found  between  the  case  of  poor  houses 
and  the  case  of  prisons. 

II.  But,  secondly,  supposing  the  deter- 
mination should  be  taken,  to  charge  on  the 
poor-rate-fund  this  third  part  of  that  gene- 
ral head  of  expence,  the  convict  expence, 
of  which  the  two  other  thirds  are  charged 
on  the  national  fund,  on  this  sunposition 
the  transference  might  without  aifficulty 
be  made.    The  average  numbers  of  the 


convicts,  which,  for  a  certain  numbex  of 
years  back,  the  several  counties  have  re* 
spectively  been  in  the  habit  of  furnishing, 
being  taken,  those  numbers  woald  serrc 
for  expressing  the  relative  sums  wiih 
which  each  such  county  might  aanaaJIy 
be  charged,  towards  the  expence  of  the 
common  Panopticon  or  Panopticons,  the 
station  of  which  is  supposed  to  he  in  tbt 
metropolis :  I  mean  the  Panopticons  serv- 
ing in  common  for  the  maintenance  of  tkr 
aggregate  body  of  the  convicts  receivable 
from  those  several  counties. 

But,  any  such  number  as  2,00O  would  it 
not  (1« hear  it  asked)  be  an  unwieldy 
number  ?  too  unwieldy  for  good  manage- 
ment? Oh  yes:  on  every  ordinary  plan, 
too  unwieldy  by  a  great  deal.  Nine 
hundred  was  the  number  of  the  prison^Ts, 
that,  on  the  original  and  supposed  highly* 
finished  Penitentiary  plan,  as  per  19  G.  5, 
C.  74,  were  to  have  been  confined  in  the 
town  that  was  to  have  been  built  for  that 
purpose  at  Battersea-rise :  and,  as  to  houses, 
nine  hundred,  (being  the  number  of  sepa- 
rate houses,  which,  over  and  above  such  as 
were  to  be  occupied  in  common,  were  to 
have  been  included  in  that  town)  was  as- 
suredly too  great  a  number  tor  good 
management;  two  thousand,  consequent- 
ly, in  a  much  greater  deeree  too  great. 

On  every  as  y6t  exemplified  plan  of  con- 
struction and  management,  the  natural 
and  naturally  prevalent  apprehension  of 
unwieldiness  has,  therefore^  very  jost 
grounds  to  stand  upon. 

But  upon  the  Panopticon  principle,  whe- 
ther it  be  for  paupers  or  for  convicts,  for  free 
and  innocent  men  or  for  prisoner^  though 
the  number  of  the  inhabitants  be  2,000, 
the  house  is  but  one :  and  that  one  house 
is  capable  of  being  pervaded  in  all  direct 
tions,  pervaded  by  a  single  glance,  and 
without  so  much  as  a  change  of  posture. 

Of  the  difficulties,  which,  upon  any  ordi- 
nary plan  of  construction,  for  want  of  that 
source  of  simplitication,  attends  the  bvsi- 
ness  of  management,  even  in  the  caae  of  a 
poor  house,  and  of  a  moderate  size,  an 
exemplification  uMy  be  seea  in  Paqper 
Management  improved,  p.  43 ;  in  Panopti- 
con, Letter  VI,  and  in  varioosparts  of  the 
postscript ;  and,  in  the  case  of  a  prison,  in 
the  instance  of  several  An>erican  prisons,  io 
the  tract  intituled  Panopticon  versus  New 
South  Wales,  Letter  II.  pages  from  54  to 
61 .  I  have  the  honour  to  bc^  fee  J^kemt 
Bentham. 

George  Uolfurd,  Esq. 
Chairman  of  the 
Committee  cm  Penitentiary  Houses. 
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1«  iLn  Act  to  pitnride  fur  the  admioiftrmtion 
oftha  roytl  aothorityy  tnd  for  the  care  of 
liis  If  «)et^*8  rojd  penon,  daring  the  con* 
tiiinance  of  liia  Migetty^B  illiiMt;  and  for  the 
mmption  of  the  e»erciio  of  the  lojfal  au- 
bj  his  Majesty. 


^  For  cootinning  to  hif  Miyesty  certaio  duties 
oo  malty  sogar^  tobacco,  and  snii£^  in  Great 
fintain ;  aim  on  pensioos,  affices,  and  per- 
•ofittl  estates  in  England ;  for  the  service  of 
the  yetfr  1911. 

d.  For  raising  the  sum  of  10,500,000/.  bjr  ex- 
cheooer  biUs,  for  the  service  of  Great  Britain 
for  the  jear  1811. 

4.  For  raising  the  sum  of  1,500,000/.  by  ex- 
chequer  bills,  for  the  service  of  Great  Britain 
for  ib«  year  1811. 

5.  For  raising  the  sum  of  one  million  by  trea- 
sury bills  mr  the  service  of  Ireland  for  the 
year  1811. 

0.  For  taking  an  accohnt  of  the  popolation  of 
Great  Britain,  and  of  the  increase  or  dimi- 
nution thereof. 

7.  To  amend  two  Acu  of  the  13th  and  SSd 
years  of  his  present  Majesty,  relating  to  the 
wages  of  persons  emplojed  in  the  silk  roann- 
focture. 

B.  For  pumsbing  mutiny  and  desertion ;  and 
for  the  better  payment  of  the  army  and  their 


9.  For  the  regulation  of  his  M^esty's  royal 
marine  forces  while  on  shore. 

10.  To  eontinue  until  the  S5th  of  March  1833, 
certain  Acts  of  the  parliaoMnt  of  Ireland, 
so  far  as  the  same  relate  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  city  of  Dublin,  by  making  wide 
and  convenient  passages  through  the  same. 

11.  To  continoe  until  the  fSth  day  of  March, 
1839,  certain  Acts  of  the  parliament  of  Ire- 
land, so  for  as  the  same  relate  to  the  dutv  on 
coals  imported  into  the  harbours  of  Dublin, 

>     and  to  the  regulating  the  coat  trade  thereof. 

It.  To  continue,  until  the  S5th  day  of  March, 
1818,  an  Act  for  regulating  the  drawbacks 
and  bounties  on  the  esportation  of  sugar 
Irom  Ireland. 

13.  For  fortfaer  continuing  until  the  t5th  day 
of  March,  1813,  certain  bounties  and  draw- 
backs on  the  eiportation  of  sugar  from  Great 
Biiuin;  and  for  suspending  the  counter- 
vailing doties  and  bounties  on  sugar,  when 
t^  4jitie8  impoaed  by  an  Act  of  the  49tift 


year  of  bis  present  Majesty  sbaJI  be  saspead- 
ed ;  and  for  coatiaaing  so  mach  af  an  Act  of 
the  STth  year  of  .his  present  Majesty  as  ■!« 
lows  a  bounty  upon  doable  lefoied  sugar  cx« 
ported,  until  \h€  S5th  day  of  March  1813, 
and  so  much  of  the  same  Act  as  allows  a 
bounty  on  raw  sugar  exported,  until  the  £5tb 
day  of  March  1812. 

14.  To  continue  several  laws  relating  to  tbf 
graatiog  a  bountv  upon  certain  species  of 
British  and  Irish  linens  exported  from  Great 
Britain,  and  taking  off  the  duties  on  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  raw  linen  yarns  made  of 
flax  into  Great  Britain,  until  the  35th  day  of 
March  1891;  to  the  prohibiting  the  expor* 
tatiofj^rom  and  permitting  the  importation 
into  (mat  Britain  of  corn,  and  for  allowing 
the  importation  of  other  articles  of  provision 
without  payment  of  duty  during  the  contino* 
ance  of  the  war,  and  until  six  months  alter 
the  ratification  of  a  definitive  trea(ty  of  peace; 
and  to  fhe  permitting  the  importation  of  to- 
bacco into  Great  Britain  fnim  any  plaor 
whatever,  until  the  95tli  day  of  March  1812. 

15.  For  enabling  bis  Msjesty  to  direct  the  i^oe 
of  exchequer  bills  to  a  limited  amount,  for 
the  purposes  and  in  manner  therein  men- 
tioned. 

16.  For  granting  annuities  to  discharge  certain 
exchequer  bills. 


17.  To  render  valid  certain  Acts  done  for 
pleting  the  regular  militia,  and  to  indem- 
nify the  persons  concerned  therein. 

18.  Te  indemnify  such  persons  in  the  United 
Kingdom  as  have  omitted  to  qualify  them- 
selves for  offices  and  emplovmeots,  and  for 
estending  the  times  limited  for  those  pur- 
poses respectively,  until  the  525tb  day  of 
March  1819 ;  and  to  permit  sudi  persons  in 
Great  Britain  as  have  omitted  to  make  and 
file  affidavits  of  the  execution  of  inden- 
tures of  clerks  to  attomics  and  solicitors,  to 
make  and  file  the  same  on  or  before  the  firs| 
day  of  Hilary  term  1819. 

19.  To  continue  until  the  9^th  day  of  March, 
1819,  an  Act  of  the  45th  year  of  bb  present 
Majesty,  for  appointing  cooomissioners  to  en- 
quire into  the  public  expenditure  and  the 
conduct  of  the  public  business  in  the  mili- 
tary departments  tlicrein  mentioned,  and  to 
extend  the  same  to  public  work|eMcaiad  by 
tlie  office  of  works  and  others^ 

90.  To  allow  a  certain  proportion  of  the  mili* 
tin  of  Gnat  Briuia  to  CBliftt  aanoaUy  aato  the 
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TCguUr  forces ;  aod  to  provide  for  the  gn- 
diuil  redaction  of  the  laid  miliiie. 

91.  To  explain  and  amend  an  Act,  passed  in 
ibeSOtb  year  of  his  Majesty's  reign,  intituled, 
'  An  Act  to  direct  that  accounts  of  increase 
and  diminution  of  public  salaries,  pensionsy 
and  allowances,  shall  be  annually  laid  before 
parliament ;  and  to  regulate  and  controul  the 
granting  and  pay  of  such  salaries,  pensions, 
and  aUowancea;'  so  far  as  respects  the  grant 
•f  pensions  or  allowances  by  his  Majesty  to 
pcmona  who  previously  to  the  passing  of  the 
said  Act  had  served  the  crown  in  foreign 
courts. 

$9*  For  raising  the  sum  of  2,500,000/.  by  way 
of  annuities  and  treasury  bills  for  the  service 
of  Ireland. 

f  3.  For  rendering  more  effectual  an  'Act  made 
in  the  47th  year  of  his  Majesty's  reif^,  inti- 
tuled, *  An  Act  for  the  abolition  of  the  lilave 
tnule.' 

94.  To  repeal  so  mtich  of  an  Act  of  the  19th 
year  of  n^  present  Majestjr,  as  prevents  mas* 
ters  of  ships  removing  their  vessels  out  of  the 
stream,  except  to  the  lawful  quays  in  the 
port  of  London,  before  the  goods  are  dis- 
charged or  their  vessels  are  cleared  by  the 
proper  officers  inwards  or  outwards,  so  far  as 
relates  to  any  ship  or  vessel  entered  inwards 
or  outwards  from  or  to  any  port  in  Ireland. 

95.  For  further  continuing,  until  the  95tb  day 
af  July  1813,  an  Act  made  in  the  33d  year 
of  his  present  Majesty^  for  rendering  the  pay- 
ment of  creditors  more  equal  and  expedi- 
tious, in  Scotland. 

96.  For  raising  the  sum  of  4,981,300 JL  by  way 
of  annuities. 

97.  To  explain  and  amend  two  Actsof  the  50th 
and  51st  years  of  his  presentMajesty,  for  con- 
tinoing  certain  duties  on  malt,  sugar,  tobacco, 

'  mod  snoff,  and  other  purposes  mentioned  in 
the  said  Acts. 

98.  For  increasing  the  rates  of  subsistence  to 
be  paid  to  inn-keepers  and  others  on  qoar- 
termg  soldiers. 

'39.  For  continuing,  until  the  1st  day  of  August 
1813,  two  Acts  of  the  45th  and  50th  years  of 
bis  present  Majesty,  allowing  the  bringing  of 
coals,  culm,  and  cinders  to  London  and 
Westminster,  by  inland  navigation. 

SO.  To  amend  the  several  Acts  for  enabling 
his  Majesty  to  accept  the  services  of  volun- 
teers from  the  Militia  of  Ireland. 

$1.  To  continue,  during  the  present  war  and 
until  the  expiration  of  six  calendar  months 
after  the  ratification  of  a  definitive  treaty  of 
peace,  and  amend  an  Act  made  in  the  48th 
year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  granting  an 
•dditienal  dnty  on  copper  imported  into 
Great  Britain 


33.  For  repealing  so  mach  of  two  Acts  of  the 
14tb  and  95th  years  of  his  preaent  Majeet? 
as  relates  to  weaving  blue  stripes  in  BntaA 
calicoes. 

34.  Fur  continuing  the  premiume  alfowed  le 
ships  employed  in  tlie  southern  wbale  fiabcrv, 

35.  To  secure  to  the  bank  of  Irdand,  the  re- 
payment of  all  monies  advanced  by  theoi  for 
the  purposes  and  in  the  manner  therein  nwa- 
tioned. 

36.  To  facilitate  the  execution  of  justice  with- 
in  the  Cinque  Ports. 

37.  Further  to  prevent  the  marriage  of  luna- 
tics. 

38.  To  protect  masters  against  cmbenleineiiti 
by  their  clerks  and  servants^  in  Ireland. 

39.  To  repeal  so  much  of  an  Act,  pasawj,  la 
the  parliament  of  Ireland  iu  the  9d  year  ol 
the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  intituM 
*  An  Act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the 
linen  and  hemp  roatmfactures,'  as  takes  awarr 
the  benefit  of  cleigy  firom  felons  convicted  « 
stealing  cloth  from  bleaching  grounds  ;  aai 
for  more  effectually  preventing  anch  felo- 
nies. 

40.  To  explain  and  amend  an  Act  of  the  last 
session  of  parliament,  for  repealing  certaia 
parts  of  several  Acts  relating  to  the  lioDitiag 
the  number  of  persons  to  be  carried  by  stage 
coaches  in  Ireland. 

41.  To  repeal  so  much  of  an  Act,  passed  in  the 
18th  vear  of  the  reign  of  kiqg  Ocorgc  td. 
intituled,  'An  Act  for  the  more  eflemially 
preventing  the  stealing  of  linen,  lustiai^ 
and  cotton  goods  and  wares,  in  baildio|i| 
fields,  grounds,  and  other  places  ttsetl  for 
printing,  whitening,  bleaching,  or  dryioft  the 
same,'  as  takes  away  the  benefit  of  dcrgy 
from  persons  stealing  cloth  in  placea  theraa 
mentioned;  and  for  more  efiectnaUy  pre- 
venting such  felonies. 

49.  To  empower  the  Lords  commissioners  of 
the  treasury  to  exonerate  distillers  of  spirits 
from  sagar^  from  the  excess  of  the  duties  to 
which  they  were  liable  in  oooseooenoe  of  the 
expiration  of  an  Act  passed  in  toe  48th  year 
of  his  present  Majesty,  above  the  duties  in- 
pos^  by  the  said  Act. 

43.  For  altering  the  time  at  which  the  addi* 
tional  duties  of  customs  imposed  by  an  Act 
of  the  last  session  of  parliament  on  certaia 
species  of  wood  were  to  have  taken  place; 
and  for  granting  a  drawback  upon  deals  and 
timber  used  in  the  mines  of  tin,  copper,  and 
lead,  in  the  counties  of  Cornwall  and  Devoa. 

44.  For  imposing  an  additional  duty  on  linen 
imported  into  Great  Britain  during  Uie  ooe- 
tinuance  of  the  present  war,  and  for  sis 
months  after  the  ratification  of  a 
treaty  of  peace. 


viest  Bnuun.  ircaiy  or  peace. 

39.  For  the  better  securing  excisable  goods^  on    45*  For  uking  away  the  public  ose  of  certsis 
boud  veisebi  in  the  port  of  Bristol.  | 
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Viipi  rooms  in  tbe  town  of  Saint  John,  in  the 
land  of  Newfoundland  :  and  for  instituting 
eurrogate  courts  on  tbe  caast  of  Labrador^ 
«and  in  certain  islands  adjacent  tbereto. 

4  6.  To  authoriie  tbe  officers  of  tbe  customs  to 
«ict  for  tbe  tuperintendant  of  quarantine,  and 
Ilia  assistant. 

47.  For  carrying  into  effect  tbe  proTisions  of  a 
KrealT  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation, 
concluded  between  hn  Majesty  and  his 
royal  highness  the  prince  regent  of  Portugal. 

48.  To  permit  rum  and  other  spirits,  the  pro- 
duce of  the 'British  colonies  in  the  West  In- 
dies, to  he  imported  into  Lower  Canada  from 
Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  and  tbe 
islands  of  Cape  ^reton,  Prince  Edward,  and 
Newfouadland. 

49.  For  raising  the  sum  of  18  miUions  by  waj 
of  annuities. 

30,  To  allow  a  greater  number  of  sheep  to  be 
carried  from  England  to  the-  Isle  of  Man 
tbao  are  now  permitted  by  law. 

3  i.  For  abolishiii|g  tbe  duties  of  the  priiage  and 
btttlcrage  of  wines  in  IreUnd. 

S9.  Foe  explaining  and  amending  an  Act  pass- 
ed in  tbe  last  session  of  parliament,  for  coo« 
•olidating  tbe  duties  of  customs  for  the  Isle 
of  Man,  and  for  placing  tbe  same  under  tlie 
maaa^eoient  of  the  oommissieoers  of  cns- 
lomt  m  England. 

53.  For  raising  the  sum  of  six  millions,  by  ex- 
chequer bills,  for  tbe  serrice  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, for  tbe  year  1811. 

54.  For  raising  the  sum  of  1,500,000/.  by  ex- 
chequer bills,  for  the  service  of  Great  Bri- 
tain for  tbe  year  1811. 

55.  For  abolishing  tbe  superannuation  fond  in 
the  department  of  the  customs,  and  for 
transferring  the  same  to  the  head  of  conso- 
lidated customs  and  for  authorixing  the  pay- 
ment of  all  retired  allowanees  on  that  de- 
partment out  pf  consolidated  customs. 

56.  To  grant  additional  duties  of  excise  on  to- 
bacco manufoctured  in  Irdand. 

57.  To  amend  an  act  made  in  tbe  47th  year 
of  bis  present  Majest/i  reign,  for  encourag- 
ing the  export  of  sisltcd  beef  and  pork  from 
Ireland.  s^ 

58.  To  allow  tbe  free  importation  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  of  home-made 
chocolate;  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
foreign  chocolate  into  Ireland  so  lone  as  the 
same  shall  be  prohibited  in  Great  Britain ; 
and  to  grant  certain  duties  on  cocoa  nuts 
imported  into  Ireland. 

59.  For  granting  to  bis  Majesty  additional  du- 
ties of  excise  on  wash  and  other  liquors  used 
in  the  distillation  of  spirits;  and  on  foreign 
spirits  hnported. 


00.  To  repeal  tbe  duties  of  stamps  oo  bate 
marie  in  Ireland,  and  on  licences  to  persona 
to  manufacture  bats,  or  to  utter  or  vend  hats 
in  Ireland,  and  all  regulations  for  securing 
tbe  said  duties. 

61.  For  charging  the  sum  of  7,500^000/.  raised 
for  the  service  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  year 
1811,  upon  the  duties  granted  to  his  Majesty 
during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war, 
and  for  certain  periods  after  the  ratification 
of  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace. 

62.  To  permit  rum  and  other  spirits,  the  pro- 
duce of  the  British  colonies  m  tbe  West  In- 
dieS|  to  be  imported  into  Nova  Scotia,  and 
New  Brunswick,  and  the  islands  of  Capo 
Breton,  Prince  Edward,  and  Newfoundland^ 
from  the  island  of  Bermuda. 

63.  To  authorize  the  punishment,  by  confine* 
ment  and  hard  labour,  of  persons  in  Ireland 
liable  to  transportation ;  and  to  repeal  so 
much  of  a  former  Act  as  relates  to  that  sub- 
ject. 

64.  To  enable  tbe  East  India  companv  to  raiso 
a  fortber  sum  of  money  upon  bond,  inxuM 
of  increasing  their  capital  stock;  and  to  alter 
and  amend  an  Act,  passed  in  tbe  47di  year 
of  the  reign  of  bis  present  Majesty,  rdatire 
thereto. 

65.  To  explain  and  amend  an  Act,  passed  to  tbo 
39th  year  of  his  Majesty's  reign,  intituled  'Ao 
Act  for  the  more  effectual  suppressioii  of 
societies  established  for  seditious  and  two 
sonable  purposes,  and  for  better  prerentin^ 
treasonaole  and  seditions  practices  so  far  aa 
respects  certain  penalties  on  printera  and 
publishers.* 

66.  To  amend  and  render  more  eAotoal  nvc- 
ral  Acts  for  promoting  the.tradeof  Difalia^ 
by  rendering  its  port  and  harbour  mora  oqbh 
modious;  and  for  erecting,  repairing  and 
maintaining  light-houses  round  tbe  coast  of 
Ireland,  and  to  raise  a  fund  for  defiayiog  the 
charge  thereof. 

67.  For  repealing  tbe  duties  of  costmni  aotr 
payable  on  the  importasion  of  hides  ia 
the  hair,  and  grantmg  new  duties  in  lim 
thereof. 

68.  For  charging  an  additional  duty  on  Terd)» 
gris  imported. 


69.  For  repealing  the  duty  on  the 
used  in  making  flint  and  phial  glais ;  and  for 
grwiting,  until  the  first  day  of  Aogyit  18)9^ 
other  duties  in  lien  thcraof,  and  for  oontiniH 
ing  and  amendiag  an  Act  passed  in  tbe  49Ch 
year  of  his  Mfjesty*s  reipi,  intituled,  <  An 
Act  for  repealing  tbe  duties  on  tbe  materiaU 
used  in  making  spread  window  glass,  and 
crown  glass,  and  for  granting  otner  dotiet 
in  lieu  thereof;  and  for  the  better  collection 
ofihe  said  duties*' 


70.  For  repealing  tbt  hat  doty  m  Oreal 
tain. 
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f  L  For  tb«  abolitioa  aad  rc;|ttUtion  of  certiiio 
offices,  in.  tlie  customs. 

79.  For  granting  exemptions  in  certain' cases 

,  from  the  payment  of  the  duties  charged  in 

respect  of  servants,  carriagea,   horseti,  and 

dogs,  kept  in  Great  firitam  and  Ireland  re* 

spectiveljr. 

73.  For  the  better  security  of  bis  Majest/a  na- 
val arsenals  in  the  river  Medway,  and  Ports- 
mouth and  liamoaze  harb(»urSy  and  of  his 
Majesty's  ships  and  vessels  lying  at' and  re- 
sorting to  the  same, 

T4r.  For  authorizing  the  sale  of  prize  goods 
lodged  in  warehouses  after  a  certain  period. 

7^1  Formakio{^  farther  pro vi^on  for  the  payment 
•f  salaries  and  other  charges  in  the  o&ce  of 
the  commissioners  for  the  affairs  of  India; 
and'  for  enabling  the  East  India  company  to 
restore  to  the  service  of  the  said  company, 
military  officers  removed  therefrom  bv  sen- 
tences of  courts  martial;  and  to  authorize 
the  said  company,  in  cases  of  unforeseen 
emergency,  tf>  take  up  ships  by  private  con* 
tract. 

76.  For  letting'  to  farm  the  duties  on  horses 
hired  by  the  mile  or  ^taige,  to  be  used  in  tra- 
velling, and  on  horses  hired  for  a  less  period 
of  time  than  28  days,  for  drawing  carriages 
used  in  travelling  post  or  otherwise,  in  Great 
Britain ;  and  for  facilitating  the  recovery  of 
the  aeid' duties* 

77.  To  amend  the  laws  for  regulating  the  elec- 
tion, in  Ireland,  of  members  to  serve  in  par- 

/        liament. 

78.  To  make  provision  in  certain  cases  for  the 
wives  and  families  of  Serjeants^  corporals, 

*  drummers,  and  privateS|  serving  in  the  nuli- 
tia  of  Irehuid. 

79.  To  amend  an  Act  of  the  48th  year  of  bis 
present  Majesty,  for  the  better  care  and 
maintenance  of  lunatics,  being  paupers  or 
oriminais  in  England. 

50.  To  render  valid  certain  indentnres  for  the 
binding  of  parish  apprentices. 

aL  To  eoDtinue^  until  the  first  daj  of  Aognst, 
181!l,  certain  acts  for  appointing  commis- 
sioners to  enquire  into  tne  fees,  gratuities, 
perquisites  and  emoluments,  received  in  se- 
veral public  offices  in  Ireland ;  to  ezamiae 
into  any  aAwses  •which  may  eaist  in  the 
same,  and  into  the  mode  of  receiving,  ool- 
loctb^  issuing  and  accounting  for  public 
money  in  Ireland* 

8f.  For  establishing  regulations  respecting 
ruck  salt  delivered  to  the  refineries;  for 
granting  relief  for  salt  lost  at  sea  by  ship- 

•  wreck  or  capture ;  and  for  reviving;,  amend- 
io(u  And  continuing,  until  the  96th  day  of 
March,  1815,  so  nvjch  of  an  Act  of  the  41st 
year  of  his  present  Majesty  as  allows  the  use 
of  ttit,  daly  frals^  for  curiog  iaii  in  bulk  or  in 
banals. 


83.  For  allowing  tha  like  drawhadc  of  doty 
paid  on  coais  used  in  certain  nines  and 
smelting  milb  in  Devunshife«  as  is  now  al- 
lowed in  the  couhty  of  Cornwall. 

84.  To  eaplain  an  Act  passed  in  the  98iid  jetf 
of  his  present  Mnjesty,  for  better  secuiag 
the  freedom  of  election  of  members  to  serve 
in  parliament,  by  disabling  certain  officers 
employed  in  the  collection  or  management  of 
his  Majesty's  revenues  from  giving  £eir  votes 
at  such  elections,  so  far  as  relates  to  coal 
meters  aad  corn  meters  of  the  city  of  London, 

86.  To  enable  the  commissioners  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's treasury  to  isisue  Eichequer  bills,  od 
the  credit  of  such  aids  or  supplies  as  have 
been  or  shall  be  graikted  by  parHament  for 
the  service  of  Oneac  Britaia  for  the  year 
1811. 

86.  To  continue,  until  the  5th  day  of  Jnlj, 
181S,  and  to  amend  several  Acts  for  grant- 
ing certain  rates  and  dutiea,aQd  for  allowing 
certain  drawbacks  and  bounties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merdiaodiBs  imported  into  and 
exported  from  Ireland;  and  to  grant  to  his 
Miyesty,  until  the  said  5th  day  of  July,  181f, 
certain  new  and  sdditiooal  duties  on  the  iio- 
portation,  and  to  allow  drawbacks  on  the 
exportation  of  certain  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise into  and  from  Ireland. 


87.  For  allowing  the  manafoctare  and  nse  of  a 
liquor  prepared  horn  sugar  for  coioariiig 
porter,  and  for  indcnmifying  perKms  who 
have  manufactortd  or  used  such  colouring. 

88.  For  raising  the  sun  of  900,000/.  bv  trea- 
sury bills,  for  the  aervics  of  Ireland  nir  the 
year  4811. 

aO.  To  increase  the  salary  of  the  lord  lieete* 
nant  of  Irehuid. 

•00.  For  defraying,  until  the  S5th  day  of  llardb, 
1819,  the  chaiite  of  the  pay  and  clothing  of 
the  militia  of  Ireland ;  and  for  making  al- 
kiwances  in  certain  ca^  to  snbahem  o£:ei* 
of  the  said  militia  during  peace. 

91.  For  discharging  certain  airears  of  qoit, 
crown,  and  compositifm  rents,  which  kave 
been  growing  doe  in  Ireland. 

98.  To  repeal  certain  parts  of  severvl  Acu  of 
the  parliament  of  Irelandy  relating  to  the 
toUs  on  stage  coaches,  carrying  above  a  cer- 
tain number  ef  passengers,  and  to  nmke  other 
provisions  in  lieu  thereof. 

93.  For  granting  additional  duties  of  customs 
on  fir  timber,  of  certain  dimennons,  of  the 
growth  of  Norway  impicted  into  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

94;  To  continue,  until  the  99lfa  daf  of  July, 
1813,  an  Act  of  the  last  seasloB  of  pariia- 
ment,  intiikd, '  An  Aot  to  extend  and  aaiead 
the  term  and  provisions  of  an  Act  of  the  39th 
and  40th  year  of  bis  prtmt  Mq|estrt  for  the 
better  pnwnmiion  ef  tinhir  »  the  Mew 
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'o£  the  said  Forest,  tnd  tJie  Undt  of  tli^MOWfi 

withio  the  s«ine/ 

■ 

M*  Totsplaio  aad  ^nond  certnio  iairtof  «s- 
AiM  nifiHtuig  Um  duties  oa  ctusif  Md 
go«ds  sold  bj  Mactiop :  tht«lloiNn(|  denlefs 
tA  roast  thfeir  o«a  oaqet  o«  cartaia  coodi-^ 
lioas  i  mnd  to  Uia  »aiar  aiark  of  tka  yfor  oo* 
^pcc  iolauded  lor  atportMiuii.  • 

96.  To  ettend  tlia  powers  tested  io  the  com- 
misstonert  of  the  tttiionn  nf  restoritii^  tesiels 
amd  goods  sensed  to  seitares  made  hj  virtue 
of  sDj  Aeia  relating  to  the  dapartmeot  of 
the  customs. 

97*  To  r^gjaiata  iha  trade  baciNea  plaets  aa : 
Baropa^  sooth  of  Cape  Fiaistecre»  and  ea^ 
tain  ports  in  the  British  colonies  in  North 


M.  lV>4odanMify  tosb  peiMna  in  llieTFnifcd 
Singdoitt  M  have  omitted  to  give  securities 
•nd  to  register  memorisls  there<>f,  under  an 
Act  «f  the  list  fcssioa  oC  oarliameot,  and  for 
extending  the  tintes  Nmiied  for  those  ptir- 
poses  respeetttelyytmtil  two  months  after 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  pai^ 
tiament, 

9t.  ¥or  removing  dimbcs  aa  to  the  wgiitetiag 
«f  certaia  pfopertvporahased  or  said  aader 
the  land  tax  ledemptioa  Act,  in  rigfit  of 
vihinli  pftaaoa  may  elaim  to  vote^it  ekacioas 
of  asesikan  to  eerva  in  parUameM. 


160.  To  amend  an  Act  passed  in  the  SSth  year 
of  his  present  MDJestj*a  reign,  intitled,  'An 
Act  to  reguiata  the  trial  of  causes,  indict- 
MM%  and  other  ptixsaediop  winch  arisa 
eriridn  ihe  oaaatisB  of  aertaia  aitisa  iad 
raaaorpotale  widwi  this  4iagdoto/ 


101.  For  amending  an  Act  of  the  48th  year  of 
his  present  Majesty,  for  regulating  the  British 
white  herring  fishery. 

109.  To  extend  the  provisions  of  an  Act  passed 
in  the  47th  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for 
diftchargirfg  from  the  claims  of  the  crown 
certain  real  and  personal  estates  lielonging  to 
general  De  Lancej,  late  harrack  master  ge- 
neral, and  vested  in  trustees  for  sale ;  and 
abo  for  vesting  and  settling  certain  lands 
heretofore  contracted  to  he  purchased  br  the 
said  general  De  Lancey  in  trustees,  to  be  sold 
for  payment  of  a  debt  due  to  the  crown,  and 
for  other  purposes  relative  thereto. 

103.  To  authorise  the  allowing  odioers  to  retire 
on  half  pay  or  other  allowances,  under  cer- 
tain restrictions. 

104.  For  extending  and  amending  the  regain* 
tions  now  in  force,  relative  to  the  )>aynient 
to  the  /oyal  hospital  at  Chel&ea,  of  the  for- 
Aited  and  unclaimed  shares  of  army  prise 
money. 

105.  To  enable  persons  to  bequeath  lands  %nd 
tenements  to  the  commissioners  for  the  go- 
vaiiuaeut  of  the  Royal  Naval  Asylumi  and 
rrOt.  XX.) 
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toaathorisatbaaaid  aomniMiiaaait  ta  hold 
the  same  for  tlie  benefit  of  the  said  Asjilian ; 
and  for  amending  an  Act  made  in  the  47  tn 
year  of  his  preaent  Majesty,  relating  to  ilm 
said  Asylum. 

1(M.  For  enablint  t)ie  wives  and  fotaiHies  af 
soldiers  embarxed  for  foreign  aervice,  to  it-' 
torn  to  their  homes. 

107.  For  dvfiraying  the  ahaaga  ^f  the  fiay  and 
olothiog  of  the  mibtia  and  local  militia  in 
ipreat  Britain  for  she  /ear  1$  1 1. 

108.  To  nvWe  and  oontinae,  antd  the  95Hi  diQr 
of  Match,  1819,  and  amend  m)  mtich  of  s^ 
Act,  made  in  the  ^h  and  40th  year  of  Ms 
present  Majesty,  as  ^rantx  certi«in  aliOwaneet 
to  adjotents  and  SMJeim-majors  of  the  ofli- 
fia  at  B«igkniit  diaembodied  under,  an  Act  af 
she  sataaiesiiDn  of  parhamaat. 

100.  For  making  allowances  in  certain  cases  to 
•ahalsar*  atteers  of  the  militia  in  Gieat  Bit* 
tain,  while  disan^odisd. 

110.  To  prevent  the  botmterfeiting  of  silver 
pieces  denomina(ted  tokens,  intended  to  be 
issued  and  circulated  bv  the  governor  and 
compnuy  of  the  Bank  of  England,  for  the  t^ 
spective  sums  of  five  shillinp  and  sitpene^, 
tnree  shitliagt,  and  one  shillmi^  and  sixpeaeo, 
and  10  prevent  the  brif|ging  into  the  kingdom, 
or  uttering  any  inch  countetHrit  pieoas  or 
tokens* 

111.  For  permitting  sir  William  Bishop  and 
George  Bishop  to  continue,  untifthe  5th  day 
of  July,  1813,  the  maatfkctare  of  Maidttone 
Geneva ;  for  charging  the  same  with  certain 
duties ;  and  for  rectd^ing  a  mistake  in  Aa 
Act  of  this  sessioti,  for  empoaering  the  fords 
commissioners  of  the  treasifiy  to  exonerate 
distillers  of  spirits  from  sugar  from  theeiccM 
of  duties  therein  mentioned. 

lis.  For  enabling  his  Majesty  to  raise  tl:a  son 
of  three  millions  for  the  service  of  Great 
Britain. 

113.  For  granting  to  his  M^esty  a  sum  of  mo- 
ney to  be  raised  by  lotteries. 

114.  To  permit  the  services  of  the  regiment  of 
the  miners  of  Cornwall  and  Devon  to  be  ex- 
tended to  Ireland. 

1  Ijp.  For  amending  the  Act  43rd'  George  Srd, 
to  promote  the  building,  repairing,  or  other- 
wise providing  the  churches  and  chapels^ 
and  of  httuses  for  the  residence  of  ministers, 
and  the  providing  of  churchyards  and  glebes. 

116.  To  enable  his  Majesty  to  grant  a  piece  of 
frround  within  the  Tower  of  London,  to  ha 
used  as  an  additional  burial  ground  for  per« 
sons  dying  within  the  said  Tower. 

117.  For  granting  to  his  Majesty  certain  sums 
of  monejT  out  of  the  consolidated  fund  of 
Great  Britain,  and  for  applying  certain  mo- 
nies therein  mentioned,  for  the  set  vice  of  th^ 
year  1811,  and.  for  forther  appropriating  the 
(k) — J^fcndy^. 
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•Qppliei  gnmted  in  this  lanioii  of  pttlit- 
tncnt* 

118.  To  .permit  the  ioterehange  of  the  British 
•nd  Irish  militias  respecti? elj. 

119.  For  repealing  two  Acts  made  in  the  43od 
and  47th  jrears  of  his  present  Majesty,  for 
the  more  eflPectual  administration  of  the  office 
of  a  justice  of  the  peace,  in  such  parts  of  the 
counties  of  Middlesex  and  Surrey  as  lie  in  or 
near  the  metropolis,  and  for  the  more  effiic^ 
tual  prevention  of  felonies;  and  for  making 
other  provisions  in  lieu  thereof;  to  continue 
in  force  until  the  Ist  day  of  June,  1813,  add 
from  thence  until  the  expiration  of  six  weeks 
from  the  commencement  of  the  then  next 
session  qf  parliament. 

ISO.  To  amend  an  Act  of  the  47th  year  of  his 
present  Majesty,  for  more  effectually  pre- 
venting tne  stealing  of  deer. 

19  J.  To  suspend  the  payment  of  all  drawhacks 
on  spirits  made  or  distilled  in  ,Great  Britain 
or  Ireland,  and  exported  from  either  country 
CO  the  other  respectively ;  and  to  suspend 
the  importation  into  Great  Britain  of  any 
spirits  made  or  distilled  in  Ireland,  except 
such  as  shall  have  heen  warehoused  accord- 
ing to  law ;  and  for  regulating  the  exportsp 
tion  of  home-made  spirits  from  Great  Britain 
to  Ireland  and  from  Ireland  to  Great  Britain, 
until  three  months  after  the  commencement 
of  the  next  session  of  parliament. 

1^9.. To  continue,  until  the  1st  of  January, 
1813,  an  Act  for  appointing  ppmmissioners 
to  enquire  and  examine  into  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  several  hop  in  Ireland,  and 
.  the  practicahility  of  draimng  and  coltivatmg 
them,  and  the  nest  means  of  eflfectiog  the 
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ISS.  For  the  relief  of  certain  insolvwit  debton 
in  Ireland. . 

184.  Further  to  extend  and  render  metre  effec^ 
tdal  certain  provisions  of  an  Act  passed  in 
the  18th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty 
king  Geoige  the  1st,  itatitled,  *  An  Act  to 
prevent  frivolous  and  vexatious  arrests;'  and 
of  an  Act  passed  in  the  5th  year  of  the  reign 
of  Uis  Majesty  king  George  the  tod,  to  ex- 
plain, amend,  and  render  more  effectual  the 
said  former  Act ;  and  of  two  Acts  passed  In 
the  19th  and  43rd  years  of  the  reign  of  his 
present  Majesty,  extending  the  provisions  of 
the  said  former  Acis. 

185.  For  the  relief  of  certain  insolvent  debtors 
in  England. 

186.  To  extend  an  Act  made  in  the  18th  year 
of  his  late  M^esty  king  George  the  Sod,  to 
explain  and  amend  the  laws  touching  the 
elections  of  knights  of  the  shire  to  serve  in 
parliament  for  England,  respecting  the  ex- 
pences  Of  hustings  and  poU  clerks^  so  fiu*  as 
regards  the  city  of  Westminster. 

187.  For  making  more  effectual  provision  for 
preventing  the  current  gold  coin  of  the  reaha 
from  being  paid  or  accepted  for  a  greater 
value  than  toe  current  value  of  snch  coin; 
for  preventing  any  note  or  bill  of  the  g(H 
vemor  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  R^glnitd 
from  being  receivM  for  .anv  smaller  sum 
than  the  suin  therein  specified ;  and  for  stay- 
ing proceedings  upon  any  distress  by  tender 
of  snch  notes. 

188.  To  explain  an  Act  passed  in  this  pwiKut 
session  or  parliament,  intitled,  '  An  Act  lo 
permit  the  interchange  of  the  Bntiih  and 
Irish  miiidas  respectively/ 
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